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Biography of Hafiz Ibn Kathir - The Author of Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

By the Honored Shaykh x Abdul-Qadir Al-Arna'ut, may Allah protect 

him. 



He is the respected Imam, Abu Al-Fida', x Imad Ad-Din Isma il bin 'Umar 

bin Kathir Al-Qurashi Al-Busrawi - Busraian in origin; Dimashqi in 

training, learning and residence. 



Ibn Kathir was born in the city of Busra in 701 H. His father was the 

Friday speaker of the village, but he died while Ibn Kathir was only 

four years old. Ibn Kat hi r's brother, Shaykh Abdul-Wahhab, reared him 

and taught him until he moved to Damascus in 706 H., when he was 

five years old. 

Ibn Kat hi r's Teachers 



Ibn Kathir studied Fiqh - Islamic jurisprudence - with Burhan Ad-Din, 

Ibrahim bin x Abdur-Rahman Al-Fizari, known as Ibn Al-Firkah (who 

died in 729 H). Ibn Kathir heard Hadithsfrom x Isa bin Al-Mutim, 

Ahmad bin Abi Talib, (Ibn Ash-Shahnah) (who died in 730 H), Ibn Al- 

Hajjar, (who died in 730 H), and the Hadith narrator of Ash-Sham 

(modern day Syria and surrounding areas); Baha Ad-Din Al-Qasim bin 

Muzaffar bin x Asakir (who died in 723 H), and Ibn Ash-Shi rdzi, Ishaq 

bin Yahya Al-Ammuddi, also known as x Af if Ad-Din, the Zahiriyyah 

Shaykh who died in 725 H, and Muhammad bin Zarrad. He remained 

with Jamal Ad-Din, Yusuf bin Az-Zaki AIMizzi who died in 724 H, he 

benefited from his knowledge and also married his daughter. He also 



read with Shaykh Al-lslam, Taqi Ad-Din Ahmad bin x Abdul-Halim bin 
x Abdus-Salam bin Taymiyyah who died in 728 H. He also read with the 

Imam Hafiz and historian Shams Ad-Din, Muhammad bin Ahmad bin 

Uthman bin Qaymaz Adh-Dhahabi, who died in 748 H. Also, Abu Musa 

Al-Qarafai, Abu Al-Fath Ad-Dabbusi and 'AN bin x Umar As-SUwani and 

others who gave him permission to transmit the knowledge he learned 

with them in Egypt. 



In his book, Al-Mu jam Al-Mukhtas, Al-Hafiz Adh-Dhaliabi wrote that 

Ibn Kathir was, "The Imam, scholar of jurisprudence, skillful scholar of 

Hadith, renowned Fagih and scholar of Tafsir who wrote several 

beneficial books." 



Further, in Ad-Durar Al-Kdminah, Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar AlAsqalani said, 

"Ibn Kathir worked on the subject of the Hadith in the areas of texts 

and chains of narrators. He had a good memory, his books became 

popular during his lifetime, and people benefited from them after his 

death." 



Also, the renowned historian Abu Al-Mahasin, Jamal Ad-Din Yusuf bin 
Sayf Ad-Din (Ibn Taghri Bardi), said in his book, AIManhal As-Safi, "He 
is the Shaykh, the Imam, the great scholar x Imad Ad-Din Abu Al-Fida'. 

He learned extensively and was very active in collecting knowledge 
and writing. He was excellent in the areas of Fiqh, Tafsfr and Hadith. 

He collected knowledge, authored (books), taught, narrated Hadith 
and wrote. He had immense knowledge in the fields of Hadith, Tafsir, 

Fiqh, the Arabic language, and so forth. He gave Fatawa (religious 

verdicts) and taught until he died, may Allah grant him mercy. He was 

known for his precision and vast knowledge, and as a scholar of 

history, Hadith and Tafsir." 

Ibn Kat hi r's Students 



Ibn Hajji was one of Ibn Kat hi r's students, and he described Ibn Kathir: 

"He had the best memory of the Hadith texts. He also had the most 

knowledge concerning the narrators and authenticity, his 

contemporaries and teachers admitted to these qualities. Every time I 

met him I gained some benefit from him." 



Also, Ibn Al- X Imad Al-Hanbali said in his book, Shadhardt Adh-Dhahab, 

"He is the renowned Hafiz x Imad Ad-Din, whose memory was 

excellent, whose forgetfulness was miniscule, whose understanding 

was adequate, and who had good knowledge in the Arabic language." 

Also, Ibn Habib said about Ibn Kathir, "He heard knowledge and 
collected it and wrote various books. He brought comfort to the ears 

with his Fatwasand narrated Hadith and brought benefit to other 

people. The papers that contained his Fatwaswere transmitted to the 

various (Islamic) provinces. Further, he was known for his precision 

and encompassing knowledge." 

Ibn Kat hi r's Books 



1 - One of the greatest books that Ibn Kathir wrote was his Tafsir of 

the Noble Qur'an, which is one of the best Tafsir that rely on 

narrations [of Ahadith, the Tafsir of the Companions, etc.]. The Tafsir 

by Ibn Kathir was printed many times and several scholars have 

summarized it. 



2- The History Collection known as Al-Biddyah, which was printed in 14 

volumes under the name Al-Bidayah wanNihdyah, and contained the 
stories of the Prophets and previous nations, the Prophet's Seerah (life 
story) and Islamic history until his time. He also added a book Al- Fit an, 

about the Sgnsof the Last Hour. 



3- At-Takmil ft Ma rifat Ath-Thiqat wa Ad-Du'afa wal Majdhil which Ibn 
Kathir collected from the books of his two Shaykhs Al-Mizzi and Adh- 



Dhahabi; Al-Kdmal and Mizan Al-Ftiddl. He added several benefits 
regarding the subject of Al-Jarh and AtT'adil. 



4- Al-Hadi was-SUnan ft Ahadith Al-Masdnfd was-SUnan which is also 
known by, JamT Al-Masdnfd. In this book, Ibn Kathir collected the 

narrations of Imams Ahmad bin Hanbal, Al-Bazzar, Abu Ya x la Al- 

Mawsili, Ibn Abi Shaybah and from the six collections of Hadith: the 

Two Sahihs [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] and the Four SUnan [Abu Dawud, 

At-Tirmidhi, AnNasa and Ibn Majah]. Ibn Kathir divided this book 

according to areas of Fiqh. 



5-Tabaqat Ash-Shaf iyah which also contains the virtues of Imam Ash- 

Shafi. 



6- Ibn Kathir wrote references for the Ahadith of Adillat AtTanbfh, 

from the Shafi school of Fiqh. 



7- Ibn Kathir began an explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, but he did not 

finish it. 



8- He started writing a large volume on the Ahkam (Laws), but finished 

only up to the Hajj rituals. 



9- He summarized Al-Bayhaqi's 'Al-Madkhal. Many of these books were 

not printed. 



10- He summarized x Ulum Al -Hadith, by Abu x Amr bin AsSalah and 
called it Mukhtasar x Ulum Al-Hadith. Shaykh Ahmad Shakir, the 



Egyptian Muhaddith, printed this book along with his commentary on it 
and called it Al-Ba'th Al-Hathfth fi Sharh Mukhtasar x Ulum Al-Hadith. 



11- As-Sfrah An-Nabawiyyah, which is contained in his book Al- 
Biddyah, and both of these books are in print. 



12- A research on Jihad called Al-ljtihad ft Talabi Al-Jihad, which was 

printed several times. 

Ibn Kat hi r's Death 



Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-Asgalani said, "Ibn Kathir lost his sight just before 

his life ended. He died in Damascus in 774 H." May Allah grant mercy 

upon Ibn Kathir and make him among the residents of His Paradise. 



The Tafsir of SUrat Al-Fatihah (Chapter 1) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Meaning of Al-Fatihah and its Various Name 



This Surah is called Al-Fatihah, that is, the Opener of the Book, the Surah with which prayers 
are begun. It is also called, Umm Al-Kitab (the Mother of the Book), according to the majority 
of the scholars. In an authentic Hadith recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih, Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Al-Hamdu lillahi Rabbil-' Alamin is the Mother of the Qur'an, the Mother of the Book, and the 
seven repeated Ayat of the Glorious Qur'an.) 

It is also called Al-Hamd and As- Salah, because the Prophet said that his Lord said, 

» 



« 

{" The prayer (i.e., Al-Fatihah) is divided into two halves between Me and My servants.' When 
the servant says, 'All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of existence,' Allah says, 'My servant has 
praised Me.') 

Al-Fatihah was called the Salah, because reciting it is a condition for the correctness of Salah - 
the prayer. Al-Fatihah was also called Ash-Shifa' (the Cure). 

It is also called Ar-Ruqyah (remedy), since in the Sahih, there is the narration of Abu Sa' id 
telling the the story of the Companion who used Al-Fatihah as a remedy for the tribal chief who 
was poisoned. Later, the Messenger of Allah said to a Companion, 



« » 



(How did you know that it isaRuqyah) 



Al-Fatihah was revealed in Makkah as Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and Abu AI-'Aliyah stated. Allah 
said, 



(And indeed, We have bestowed upon you the seven Mathani) (seven repeatedly recited 
verses), (i.e. Surat Al-Fatihah) (15:87). Allah knows best. 

ous Names 



How many Ayat does Al- Fat i hah contain 



There is no disagreement over the view that Al-Fatihah contains seven Ayat. According to the 
majority of the reciters of Al-Kufah, a group of the Companions, the Tabr in, and a number of 
scholars from the successive generations, the Bismillah is a separate Ayah in its beginning. We 
will mention this subject again soon, if Allah wills, and in Him we trust. 

The Number of Words and Letters in Al-Fatihah 

The scholars say that Al-Fatihah consists of twenty-five words, and that it contains one hundred 

and thirteen letters 



The Reason it is called Umm Al-Kitab 

In the beginning of the Book of Tafsir, in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari said; "It is called Umm Al-Kitab, 
because the Qur'an starts with it and because the prayer is started by reciting it." It was also 
said that it is called Umm Al-Kitab, because it contains the meanings of the entire Qur'an. Ibn 
Jarir said, "The Arabs call every comprehensive matter that contains several specific areas an 
Umm. For instance, they call the skin that surrounds the brain, Umm Ar-Ra's. They also call the 
flag that gathers the ranks of the army an Umm." He also said, "Makkah was called Umm Al- 
Qura, (the Mother of the Villages) because it is the grandest and the leader of all villages. It 
was also said that the earth was made starting from Makkah." 

Further, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated about Umm Al -Qur'an that the 
Prophet said, 



» 
« 



(It is Umm Al-Qur'an, the seven repeated (verses) and the Glorious Qur'an.) 



Also, Abu Ja' far, Muhammad bin Jarir At-Tabari recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the 
Messenger of Allah said about Al-Fatihah, 



» 

« 

(It is Umm Al-Qur'an, Al-Fatihah of the Book (the Opener of the Qur'an) and the seven repeated 
(verses).) 



Virtues of Al-Fatihah 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded in the Musnad that Abu Sa^ id bin Al-Mif alia said, "I was 
praying when the Prophet called me, so I did not answer him until I finished the prayer. I then 
went to him and he said, (What prevented you from coming) I said, '0 Messenger of Allah ! I 
was praying.' He said, (" Didn't Allah say), 



(0 you who believe! Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) Messenger when he () calls you to 
that which gives you life) He then said, 



» 



« 



(I will teach you the greatest Surah in the Qur'an before you leave the Masjid.) He held my 
hand and when he was about to leave the Masjid, I said, " Messenger of Allah! You said: I will 
teach you the greatest Surah in the Qur'an.' He said, (Yes.) 



(Al-Hamdu lillahi Rabbi I -' Alarm in)" 



» 



« 



(It isthe seven repeated (verses) and the Glorious Qur'an that I was given.)" 

Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadit h. 

Also, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah went out while 
Ubayy bin Ka' b was praying and said, (O Ubayy!) Ubayy did not answer him. The Prophet said, 
(0 Ubayy!) Ubayy prayed faster then went to the Messenger of Allah saying, 'Peace be unto 
you, Messenger of Allah!' He said, (Peace be unto you. Ubayy, what prevented you from 
answering me when I called you) He said, ' Messenger of Allah! I was praying.' He said, (Did 
you not read among what Allah has sent down to me,) 



(Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) Messenger when he () calls you to that which gives 
you life) He said, ' Yes, O Messenger of Allah! I will not do it again.' the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Would you like me to teach you a Surah the likes of which nothing has been revealed in the 
Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabur (Psalms) or the Furqan (the Qur'an)) He said, 'Yes, Messenger of 
Allah!' The Messenger of Allah said, (I hope that I will not leave through this door until you have 
learned it.) He (Ka' b) said, 'The Messenger of Allah held my hand while speaking to me. 
Meanwhile I was slowing down fearing that he might reach the door before he finished his 
conversation. When we came close to the door, I said: Messenger of Allah ! What is the Surah 
that you have promised to teach me' He said, (What do you read in the prayer.) Ubayy said, ' So 
I recited Umm Al-Qur'an to him.' He said, 



» 



« 

(By Him in Whose Hand is my soul! Allah has never revealed in the Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabur 
or the Furqan a Surah like it. It isthe seven repeated versesthat I was given.)" 

Also, At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith and in his narration, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(It is the seven repeated verses and the Glorious Qur'an that I was given.) At-Tirmidhi then 
commented that this Hadith is Hasan Sahih. 

There is a similar Hadith on this subject narrated from Anas bin Malik Further, ' Abdullah, the 
son of Imam Ahmad, recorded this Hadith from Abu Hurayrah from Ubayy bin Ka' b, and he 
mentioned a longer but similar wording for the above Hadith. In addition, At-Tirmidhi and An- 



Nasa'i recorded this Hadith from Abu Hurayrah from Ubayy bin Ka b who said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah has never revealed in the Tawrah or the Injil anything similar to Umm Al-Qur'an. 

It isthe seven repeated verses and it isdivided into two halves between Allah and Hisservant.) 

This isthe wording reported by An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said that this Hadith is Hasan Gharib. 

Also, Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Jabir said, "I went to the Messenger of Allah after he had 
poured water (for purification) and said, ' Peace be unto you, Messenger of Allah!' He did not 
answer me. So I said again, 'Peace be unto you, Messenger of Allah!' Again, he did not 
answer me, so I said again, ' Peace be unto you, Messenger of Allah!' Still he did not answer 
me. The Messenger of Allah went while I was following him, until he arrived at his residence. I 
went to the Masjid and sat there sad and depressed. The Messenger of Allah came out after he 
performed his purification and said, (Peace and Allah's mercy be unto you, peace and Allah's 
mercy be unto you, peace and Allah's mercy be unto you.) He then said, (0' Abdullah bin Jabir! 
Should I inform you of the best Surah in the Qur'an) I said, ' Yes, Messenger of Allah!' He said, 
(Read, ' All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the existence,' until you finish it.)" This Hadith has a 
good chain of narrators. 

Some scholars relied on this Hadith as evidence that some Ayat and Surahs have more virtues 
than others. 

Furthermore, in the chapter about the virtues of the Qur'an, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "Once, we were on a journey when a female servant came and said, 'The 
leader of this area has been poisoned and our people are away. Is there a healer among you' 
Then a man whose healing expertise did not interest us stood for her, he read a Ruqyah for 
him, and he was healed. The chief gave him thirty sheep as a gift and some milk. When he 
came back to us we said to him, " You know of a (new) Ruqyah, or did you do this before' He 
said, " I only used Umm Al-Kitab as Ruqyah.' We said, ' Do not do anything further until we ask 
the Messenger of Allah.' When we went back to Al-Madinah we mentioned what had happened 
to the Prophet . The Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Who told him that it is a Ruqyah Divide (the sheep) and reserve a share for me.)" 



Also, Muslim recorded in his Sahih, and An-Nasa'i in his Sunan that Ibn ' Abbas said, "While Jibril 
(Gabriel) was with the Messenger of Allah , he heard a noise from above. Jibril lifted his sight 
to the sky and said, ' This is a door in heaven being open, and it has never been opened before 
now.' An angel descended from that door and came to the Prophet and said, ' Receive the glad 
tidings of two lights that you have been given, which no other Prophet before you was given: 
the Opening of the Book and the last (three) Ayat of Surat Al-Baqarah. You will not read a 
letter of them, but will gain its benefit."' This is the wording collected by An-Nasa'i (Al-Kubra 
5:12) and Muslim recorded similar wording (1:554). 

Al-Fatihah and the Prayer 

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Whoever performs any prayer in which he did not read Umm Al-Qur'an, then his prayer is 
incomplete.) He said it thrice. 

Abu Hurayrah was asked, " When we stand behind the Imam" He said, "Read it to yourself, for 
I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« : 

(Allah, the Exalted, said, 'I have divided the prayer (Al-Fatihah) into two halves between 
Myself and My servant, and My servant shall have what he asks for.' If he says, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of existence.) 
Allah says, ' My servant has praised Me.' When the servant says, 



(The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) 

Allah says, ' My servant has glorified Me.' When he says, 



(The Owner of the Day of Recompense.) Allah says, 'My servant has glorified Me,' or 'My 
servant has related all matters to Me.' When he says, 



(You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for help.) Allah says, ' This is between Me and 
My servant, and My servant shall acquire what he sought.' When he says, 



(Guide us to the straight path. The way of those on whom You have granted Your grace, not 
(the way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), Allah says, 'This is 
for My servant, and My servant shall acquire what he asked for.')." 

These are the words of An-Nasa'i, while both Muslim and An-Nasa'i collected the following 
wording, "A half of it is for Me and a half for My servant, and My servant shall acquire what he 
asked for." 

Explaining this Hadith 

The last Hadith used the word Salah ' prayer' in reference to reciting the Qur'an, (Al-Fatihah 
in this case) just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And offer your Salah (prayer) neither aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way between.) 
meaning, with your recitation of the Qur'an, as the Sahih related from Ibn " Abbas. Also, in the 
last Hadith, Allah said, "I have divided the prayer between Myself and My servant into two 
halves, a half for Me and a half for My servant. My servant shall have what he asked for." Allah 
next explained the division that involves reciting Al-Fatihah, demonstrating the importance of 
reciting the Qur'an during the prayer, which is one of the prayer's greatest pillars. Hence, the 
word ' prayer' was used here although only a part of it was actually being referred to, that is, 
reciting the Qur'an. Similarly, the word 'recite' was used where prayer is meant, as 
demonstrated by Allah's statement, 



(And recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn is 
ever witnessed.) in reference to the Fajr prayer. The Two Sahihs recorded that the angels of 
the night and the day attend this prayer. 

Reciting Al-Fatihah is required in Every Rak' ah of the Prayer 

All of these facts testify to the requirement that reciting the Qur'an (Al-Fatihah) in the prayer 
is required, and there is a consensus between the scholars on this ruling. The Hadith that we 
mentioned also testifies to thisfact, for the Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(Whoever performs any prayer in which he did not recite Umm Al-Qur'an, his prayer is 
incomplete.) 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded that ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(There is no prayer for whoever does not recite the Opening of the Book.) 

Also, the Sahihs of Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The prayer during which Umm Al-Qur'an is not recited is invalid.) 

There are many other Hadiths on this subject. Therefore, reciting the Opening of the Book, 
during the prayer by the Imam and those praying behind him, is required in every prayer, and 
in every Rak* ah. 

The Tafsir of IstT adhah (seeking Refuge) 

Allah said, 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and stay away from the foolish (i.e. don't punish 
them). And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan (Satan), then seek refuge with Allah. 
Verily, He is Hearing, Knowing) (7:199-200), 



(Repel evil with that which is better. We are Best -Acquainted with things they utter. And say: 
"My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings (suggestions) of the Shayatin (devils). 
And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me.") (23:96-98) and, 



(Repel (an evil) with one which is better, then verily he with whom there was enmity between 
you, (will become) as though he was a close friend. But none is granted it except those who are 
patient and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion (of happiness in the 
Hereafter, i.e. Paradise and of a high moral character) in this world. And if an evil whisper 
from Shaytan tries to turn you away (0 Muhammad ) (from doing good), then seek refuge in 
Allah. Verily, He is the Hearing, the Knowing.) (41:34-36) These are the only three Ayat that 
carry this meaning. Allah commanded that we be lenient human enemy, so that his soft nature 
might make him an ally and a supporter. He also commanded that we seek refuge from the 
satanic enemy, because the devil does not relent in his enmity if we treat him with kindness 
and leniency. The devil only seeks the destruction of the Son of Adam due to the vicious enmity 
and hatred he has always had towards man's fat her, Adam. Allah said, 



(0 Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive you, as he got your parents Adam and Hawwa' 
(Eve) out of Paradise) (7:27), 



(Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only invites his Hizb 
(followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire) (35:6) and, 



(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me while 
they are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for the Zalimun (polyt heists, and 
wrongdoers, etc)) (18:50). 

The devil assured Adam that he wanted to advise him, but he was lying. Hence, how would he 
treat us after he had vowed, 



("By Your might, then I will surely, mislead them all. Except Your chosen servants among them 
(i.e. faithful, obedient, true believers of Islamic Monotheism).") (38:82-83) 

Also, Allah said, 



(So when you want to recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from Shaytan, the outcast 
(the cursed one). Verily, he has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in 
their Lord (Allah). His power is only over those who obey and follow him (Satan), and those who 
join partners with Him.) (16:98-100). 

Seeking Refuge before reciting the Qur'an 

Allah said, 



(So when you want to recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from Shaytan, the outcast 
(the cursed one).) meaning, before you recite the Qur'an. Similarly, Allah said, 



(When you intend to offer As-Salah (the prayer), wash your faces and your hands (forearms)) 
(5:6) meaning, before you stand in prayer, as evident by the Hadithsthat we mentioned. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa* id Al-Khudri said, "When the Messenger of Allah would stand up in 
prayer at night, he would start his prayer with the Takbir (saying "Allahu Akbar"; Allah is 
Greater) and would then supplicate, 



» 



« 



(All praise is due to You, Allah, and also the thanks. Blessed be Your Name, Exalted be Your 
sovereignty, and there is no deity worthy of worship except You.) 

He would then say thrice, 

« » 

(There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah,). 



He would then say, 

» 

« 

(I seek refuge with Allah, the Hearing, the Knowing, from the cursed Satan, from his coercion, 
lures to arrogance and poems.)." 

The four collectors of the Sunan recorded this Hadith, which At-Tirmidhi considered the most 
famous Hadith on this subject. 

Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that Jubayr bin Muf im said that his father said, "When the 
Messenger of Allah started the prayer, he said, 

» 



« 

(Allah is the Greater, truly the Greatest (thrice); all praise is due to Allah always (thrice); and 
all praise is due to Allah day and night (thrice). Allah! I seek refuge with You from the cursed 
Satan, from his Hamz, Nafkh and Nafth.)." ' Amr said, "The Hamz means asphyxiation, the 
Nafkh means arrogance, and the Nafth means poetry." Also, Ibn Majah recorded that Al i bin 
Al-Mundhir said that Ibn Fudayl narrated that 'Ata' bin As-Sa'ib said that Abu x Abdur-Rahman 
As-Sulami said that Ibn Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(0 Allah! I seek refuge with You from the cursed devil, from his Hamz, Nafkh and Nafth.) 
He said, "The Hamz means death, the Nafkh means arrogance, and the Nafth means poetry." 

Seeking Refuge with Allah when One is Angry 

In his Musnad, Al-Hafiz Abu YaMa Ahmad bin Al i bin Al-Muthanna Al-Mawsili reported that 
Ubayy bin Ka' b said, "Two men disputed with each other in the presence of the Messenger of 
Allah and the nose of one of them became swollen because of extreme anger. The Messenger of 
Allah said, 



: » 

« 

(I know of some words that if he said them, what he feels will go away, 'I seek refuge with 
Allah from the cursed Satan.')" 

An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadit h in his book, Al-Yawm wal-Laylah. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Sulayman bin Surad said, "Two men disputed in the presence of the 
Prophet while we were sitting with him. One of them was cursing the other fellow and his face 
turned red due to anger. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(I know of a statement which if he said it, will make what he feels disappear, ' I seek refuge 
with Allah from the cursed Satan.') They said to the man, ' Do you not hear what the Messenger 
of Allah is saying' He said, ' I am not insane."' Also, Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i recorded 
this Hadith. 

There are many other Hadiths about seeking refuge with Allah. One can find this subject in the 
books on supplication and the virtues of righteous, good deeds 

Is the Isti adhah (seeking Refuge) required 

The majority of the scholars state that reciting the Isti' adhah (in the prayer and when reciting 
the Qur'an) is recommended and not required, and therefore, not reciting it does not 
constitute a sin. However, Ar-Razi recorded that ' Ata' bin Abi Rabah said that the Isti' adhah is 
required in the prayer and when one reads the Qur'an. In support of ' At a's statement, Ar-Razi 
relied upon the apparent meaning of the Ayah, 



(Then seek refuge.) He said that the Ayah contains a command that requires implementation. 
Also, the Prophet always said the Isti' adhah. In addition, the Isti' adhah wards off the evil of 
Satan, which is neccessary, the rule is that the means needed to implement a requirement of 
the religion is itself also required. And when one says, "I seek refuge with Allah from the cursed 
devil." Then this will suffice. 



Virtues of the Isti' adhah 



The IstT adhah cleanses the mouth from the foul speech that it has indulged in. It also purifies 
the mouth and prepares it to recite the speech of Allah. Further, the IstT adhah entails seeking 
Allah's help and acknowledging His ability to do everything. The IstT adhah also affirms the 
servant's meekness, weakness and inability to face the enemy of his inner evil, whom Allah 
alone, Who created this enemy, is able to repel and defeat. This enemy does not accept 
kindness, unlike the human enemy. There are three Ayat in the Qur'an that affirm this fact. 
Also, Allah said, 



(Verily, My servants (i.e. the true believers of Islamic Monotheism) you have no authority over 
them. And sufficient is your Lord as a Guardian.) (17:65). 

We should state here that the believers, whom the human enemies kill, become martyrs, while 
those who fall victim to the inner enemy - Satan - become bandits. Further, the believers who 
are defeated by the apparent enemy - disbelievers - gain a reward, while those defeated by 
the inner enemy earn a sin and become misguided. Snce Satan sees man where man cannot 
see him, it is befitting that the believers seek refuge from Satan with Whom Satan cannot see. 
The IstT adhah is a form of drawing closer to Allah and seeking refuge with Him from the evil of 
every evil creature. 



What doeslsti adhah mean 

IstT adhah means, "I seek refuge with Allah from the cursed Satan so that he is prevented from 
affecting my religious or worldly affairs, or hindering me from adhering to what I was 
commanded, or luring me into what I was prohibited from." Indeed, only Allah is able to 
prevent the evil of Satan from touching the son of Adam. This is why Allah allowed us to be 
lenient and kind with the human devil, so that his soft nature might cause him to refrain from 
the evil he is indulging in. However, Allah required us to seek refuge with Him from the evil of 
Satan, because he neither accepts bribes nor does kindness affect him, for he is pure evil. 
Thus, only He Who created Satan is able to stop his evil. This meaning is reiterated in only 
three Ayat in the Qur'an. Allah said in Surat Al-A' raf, 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish (i.e. don't punish 
them).) (7:199) 

This is about dealing with human beings. He then said in the same Surah, 



(And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is 
Hearing, Knowing (7: 200).) 

Allah also said in Surat Al-Mu'minun, 



(Repel evil with that which is better. We are Best -Acquainted with the things they utter. And 
say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings (suggestions) of the Shayatin 
(devils). And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me." (23:96-98).) 

Further, Allah said in Surat As-Sajdah, 



(The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is better, 
then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a 
close friend. But none is granted it (the above quality) except those who are patient and 
none is granted it except the owner of the great portion (of happiness in the Hereafter, i.e. 
Paradise and of a high moral character) in this world. And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries 
to turn you away (from doing good), then seek refuge in Allah. Verily, He is the Hearing, the 
Knowing) (41:34-36). 

Why the Devil is called Shaytan 



In the Arabic language, Shaytan is derived from Shatana, which means the far thing. Hence, the 
Shaytan has a different nature than mankind, and his sinful ways are far away from every type 
of righteousness. It was also said that Shaytan is derived from Shata, (literally 'burned'), 
because it was created from fire. Some scholars said that both meanings are correct, although 
they state that the first meaning is more plausible. Further, Sybawayh (the renowned Arab 
linguistic) said, "The Arabs say, 'So-and-so has Tashaytan,' when he commits the act of the 
devils. If Shaytan was derived from Shata, they would have said, Tashayyata (rather than 
Tashaytan)." Hence, Shaytan is derived from the word that means, far away. This is why they 
call those who are rebellious (or mischievous) from among the Jinns and mankind a ' Shaytan'. 
Allah said, 



(And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies Shayatin (devils) among mankind and 
Jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by way of deception)) 
(6:112). 

In addition, the Musnad by Imam Ahmad records that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(0 Abu Dharr! Seek refuge with Allah from the devils of mankind and the Jinns.) Abu Dharr said, 
"I asked him , 'Are there human devils' He said, (Yes.)" Furthermore, it is recorded in Sahih 
Muslim that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The woman, the donkey and the black dog interrupt the prayer (if they pass in front of those 
who do not pray behind a Sutrah, i.e. a barrier).) Abu Dharr said, "I said, 'What is the 
difference between the black dog and the red or yellow dog' He said, 



« » 



(The bl ack dog i s a devi I . 



Also, Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab once rode a Berthawn (huge 
camel) which started to proceed arrogantly. 'Umar kept striking the animal, but the animal 
kept walking in an arrogant manner. 'Umar dismounted the animal and said, "By Allah! You 



have carried me on a Shaytan. I did not come down from it until after I had felt something 
strange in my heart." This Hadith has an authentic chain of narrators. 

The Meaning of Ar-Rajim 

Ar-Rajim means, being expelled from all types of righteousness. Allah said, 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, and We have made such lamps 
Rujuman (as missiles) to drive away the Shayatin (devils)) (67:5). 

Allah also said, 



(Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars (for beauty). And to guard against 
every rebellious devil. They cannot listen to the higher group (angels) for they are pelted from 
every side. Outcast, and theirs is a constant (or painful) torment. Except such as snatch away 
something by stealing, and they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness) (37:6-10). 

Further, Allah said, 



(And indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We beautified it for the beholders. 
And We have guarded it (near heaven) from every Shaytan Rajim (outcast Shaytan). Except him 
(devil) who stealsthe hearing then he is pursued by a clear flaming fire.) (15:16-18). 

There are several similar Ayat. It was also said that Rajim means, the person who throws or 
bombards things, because the devil throws doubts and evil thoughts in people's hearts. The first 
meaning is more popular and accurate. 

Bismillah is the First Ayah of Al-Fatihah 

The Companions started the Book of Allah with Bismillah: 



(1. In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) 

The scholars also agree that Bismillah is a part of an Ayah in Surat An-Naml (chapter 27). They 
disagree over whether it is a separate Ayah before every Surah, or if it is an Ayah, or a part of 
an Ayah, included in every Surah where the Bismillah appears in its beginning. Ad-Daraqutni 
also recorded a Hadith from Abu Hurayrah from the Prophet that supports this Hadith by Ibn 
Khuzaymah. Also, similar statements were attributed to 'Ali, Ibn ' Abbas and others. 

The opinion that Bismillah is an Ayah of every Surah, except Al-Bara'ah (chapter 9), was 
attributed to (the Companions) Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn ' Umar, Ibn Az-Zubayr, Abu Hurayrah and 'Ali. 
This opinion was also attributed to the Tabr in: 'Ata', Tawus, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Makhul and Az- 
Zuhri. This is also the view of ' Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak, Ash-Shafi' i, Ahmad bin Hanbal, (in one 
report from him) Ishaq bin Rahwayh and Abu ' Ubayd Al-Qasim bin Salam. On the other hand, 
Malik, Abu Hanifah and their followers said that Bismillah is not an Ayah in Al-Fatihah or any 
other Surah. Dawud said that it is a separate Ayah in the beginning of every Surah, not part of 
the Surah itself, and this opinion was also attributed to Ahmad bin Hanbal. 

Basmalah aloud in the Prayer 

As for Basmalah aloud during the prayer, those who did not agree that it is a part of Al-Fatihah, 
state that the Basmalah should not be aloud. The scholars who stated that Bismillah is a part of 
every Surah (except chapter 9) had different opinions; some of them, such as Ash-Shafi' i, said 
that one should recite Bismillah with Al-Fatihah aloud. This is also the opinion of many among 
the Companions, the Tabr in and the Imams of Muslims from the Salaf and the later 
generations. For instance, this is the opinion of Abu Hurayrah, Ibn 'Umar, Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mu'awiyah, 'Umar and 'Ali - according to Ibn 'Abdul-Barr and Al-Bayhaqi. Also, the Four 
Khalifahs - as Al-Khatib reported - were said to have held this view although the report from 
them is contradicted. The Tabi' in scholars who gave this Tafsir include Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
' Ikrimah, Abu Qiiabah, Az-Zuhri, 'Ali bin Al-Hasan, his son Muhammad, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, 
'Ata', Tawus, Mujahid, Salim, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Abu Bakr bin Muhammad bin 
'Amr bin Hazm, Abu Wa'il, Ibn Sirin, Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir, 'Ali bin 'Abdullah bin 
'Abbas, his son Muhammad, Nafi' the freed slave of Ibn 'Umar, Zayd bin Aslam, 'Umar bin 
'Abdul-Aziz, Al-Azraq bin Qays, Habib bin Abi Thabit, Abu Ash-Sha' tha', Makhul and 'Abdullah 
bin Ma'qil bin Muqarrin. Also, Al-Bayhaqi added 'Abdullah bin Safwan, and Muhammad bin Al- 
Hanafiyyah to this list. In addition, Ibn ' Abdul-Barr added ' Amr bin Dinar. 



The proof that these scholars relied on is that, since Bismillah is a part of Al-Fatihah, it should 
be recited aloud like the rest of Al-Fatihah. Also, An-Nasa'i recorded in his Sunan, Ibn Hibban 
and Ibn Khuzaymah in their Sahihs and Al-Hakim in the Mustadrak, that Abu Hurayrah once 
performed the prayer and recited Bismillah aloud. After he finished the prayer, he said, 
"Among you, I perform the prayer that is the closest to the prayer of the Messenger of Allah ." 
Ad-Daraqutni, Al-Khatib and Al-Bayhaqi graded this Hadith Sahih Furthermore, in Sahih Al- 
Bukhari it is recorded that Anas bin Malik was asked about the recitation of the Prophet . He 
said, "His recitation was unhurried." He then demonstrated that and recited, while lengthening 
the recitation of Bismillah Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim, Also, in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, the Sunan 
of Abu Dawud, the Sahih of Ibn Hibban and the Mustadrak of Al-Hakim - it is recorded that 
Umm Salamah said, "The Messenger of Allah used to distinguish each Ayah during his recitation, 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise and thanks be to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Owner of the Day of 
Recompense.)" 

Ad-Daraqutni graded the chain of narration for this Hadith Sahih Furthermore, Imam Abu 
" Abdullah Ash-ShafT i and Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak, recorded that Mu* awiyah led the prayer 
in Al-Madinah and did not recite the Bismillah. The Muhajirin who were present at that prayer 
criticized that. When Mu' awiyah led the following prayer, he recited the Bismillah aloud. 

The Hadiths mentioned above provide sufficient proof for the opinion that the Bismillah is 
recited aloud. As for the opposing evidences and the scientific analysis of the narrations 
mentioned their weaknesses or otherwise it is not our desire to discuss this subject at this 
time. 

Other scholars stated that the Bismillah should not be recited aloud in the prayer, and this is 
the established practice of the Four Khalifahs, as well as 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal and several 
scholars among the Tabr in and later generations. It is also the Madhhab (view) of Abu Hanifah, 
Ath-Thawri and Ahmad bin Hanbal. 

Imam Malik stated that the Bismillah is not recited aloud or silently. This group based their 
view upon what Imam Muslim recorded that ' Aishah said that the Messenger of Allah used to 
start the prayer by reciting the Takbir (Allahu Akbar; Allah is Greater) and then recite, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) (Ibn Abi Hatim 1:12). 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "I prayed behind the Prophet , Abu 
Bakr, ' Umar and ' Uthman and they used to start their prayer with, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) 
Muslim added, "And they did not mention, 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) whether in the beginning or the 
end of the recitation." Smilar is recorded in the Sunan books from 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal, 
may Allah be pleased with him. 

These are the opinions held by the respected Imams, and their statements are similar in that 
they agree that the prayer of those who recite Al-Fatihah aloud or in secret is correct. All the 
favor is from Allah. 

The Virtue of Al-Fatihah 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad, that a person who was riding behind the Prophet said, 
"The Prophet's animal tripped, so I said, 'Cursed Shaytan.'The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Do not say, 'Cursed Shaytan,' for if you say these words, Satan becomes arrogant and says, 
'With my strength I made him fall.' When you say, 'Bismillah,' Satan will become as small as a 
fly.) 

Further, An-Nasa'i recorded in his book Al-Yawm wal-Laylah, and also Ibn Marduwyah in his 
Tafsir that Usamah bin " Umayr said, "I was riding behind the Prophet..." and he mentioned the 
rest of the above Hadith. The Prophet said in this narration, 



» 



« 

(Do not say these words, because then Satan becomes larger; as large as a house. Rather, say, 
'Bismillah,' because Satan then becomes as small as a fly.) 

This isthe blessing of reciting Bismillah. 

Basmalah is recommended before performing any Deed 

Basmalah (reciting Bismillah) is recommended before starting any action or deed. For instance, 
Basmalah is recommended before starting a Khutbah (speech). 

The Basmalah is also recommended before one enters the place where he wants to relieve 
himself, there is a Hadith concerning this practice. Further, Basmalah is recommended at the 
beginning of ablution, for Imam Ahmad and the Sunan compilers recorded that Abu Hurayrah, 
Sa' id bin Zayd and Abu Sa' id narrated from the Prophet , 

« » 

(There is no valid ablution for he who did not mention Allah's Name in it.) 

This Hadith is Hasan (good). Also, the Basmalah is recommended before eating, for Muslim 
recorded in his Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said to ' Umar bin Abi Salamah while he was a 
child under hiscare, 



« » 

(Say Bismillah, eat with your right hand and eat from whatever is next to you.) 

Some of the scholars stated that Basmalah before eating is obligatory. Basmalah before having 
sexual intercourse is also recommended. The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(If anyone of you before having sexual relations with his wife says, 'In the Name of Allah. 
Allah! Protect us from Satan and also protect what you grant us (meaning the coming offspring) 
from Satan,' and if it is destined that they should have a child then, Satan will never be able to 
harm that child.) 



The Meaning of "Allah 

Allah is the Name of the Lord, the Exalted. It is said that Allah is the Greatest Name of Allah, 
because it is referred to when describing Allah by the various attributes. For instance, Allah 
said, 



(He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) the 
Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. He is Allah, 
beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, the King, the Holy, the One free from all defects, the Giver of 
security, the Watcher over His creatures, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be 
to Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as partners with Him. He is Allah, the 
Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong the Best Names. All 
that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He isthe Almighty, the Wise) (59:22-24). 

Hence, Allah mentioned several of His Names as Attributes for His Name Allah. Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them) (7:180), and, 



(Say (0 Muhammad :) "Invoke Allah or invoke the Most Gracious (Allah), by whatever name you 
invoke Him (it isthe same), for to Him belong the Best Names.") (17:110) 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Allah has ninety-nine Names, one hundred minus one, whoever counts (and preserves) them, 
will enter Paradise.) 

These Names were mentioned in a Hadith recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and there are 
several differences between these two narrations. 

The Meaning of Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim - the Most Gracious, the Most 

Merciful 

Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim are two names derived from Ar-Rahmah (the mercy), but Rahman has 
more meanings that pertain to mercy than Ar-Rahim. There is a statement by Ibn Jarir that 
indicates that there is a consensus on this meaning. Further, Al-Qurtubi said, "The proof that 
these names are derived (from Ar-Rahmah), is what At-Tirmidhi recorded - and graded Sahih 
from " Abdur-Rahman bin " Awf that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 

(Allah the Exalted said, 1 Am Ar-Rahman. I created the Raham (womb, i.e. family relations) and 
derived a name for it from My Name. Hence, whoever keeps it, I will keep ties to him, and 
whoever severs it, I will sever ties with him.') He then said, "This is a text that indicates the 



derivation." He then said, "The Arabs denied the name Ar-Rahman, because of their ignorance 
about Allah and His attributes." 

Al-Qurtubi said, "It was said that both Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim have the same meaning, such 
as the words Nadman and Nadim, as Abu ' Ubayd has stated. Abu 'AM Al - Far i si said, 'Ar- 
Rahman, which is exclusively for Allah, is a name that encompasses every type of mercy that 
Allah has. Ar-Rahim is what effects the believers, for Allah said, 



(And He is ever Rahim (merciful) to the believers.)' (33:43) Also, Ibn 'Abbas said - about Ar- 
Rahman and Ar-Rahim, 'They are two soft names, one of them is softer than the other 
(meaning it carries more implications of mercy).'" 

Ibn Jarir said; As-Surri bin Yahya At-Tamimi narrated to me that 'Uthman bin Zufar related 
that AI-' Azrami said about Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim, "He is Ar-Rahman with all creation and Ar- 
Rahim with the believers." Hence. Allah's statements, 



(Then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne (in a manner that suits His majesty), Ar-Rahman) 
(25:59),) and, 



(Ar-Rahman (Allah) rose over (Istawa) the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits His 
majesty).) (20:5) 

Allah thus mentioned the Istawa - rising over the Throne - along with His Name Ar-Rahman, to 
indicate that His mercy encompasses all of His creation. Allah also said, 



(And He is ever Rahim (merciful) to the believers), thus encompassing the believers with His 
Name Ar-Rahim. They said, "This testifies to the fact that Ar-Rahman carries a broader scope of 
meanings pertaining to the mercy of Allah with His creation in both lives. Meanwhile, Ar-Rahim 
is exclusively for the believers." Yet, we should mention that there is a supplication that reads, 



« » 

(The Rahman and the Rahim of this life and the Hereafter) 
Allah's Name Ar-Rahman is exclusively His. For instance, Allah said, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (Allah), by whatever name you invoke 
Him (it isthe same), for to Him belong the Best Names) (17:110),) and, 



(And ask (0 Muhammad ) those of Our Messengers whom We sent before you: "Did We ever 
appoint alihah (gods) to be worshipped besides Ar-Rahman (Most Gracious, Allah)") (43:45). 

Further, when Musaylimah the Liar called himself the Rahman of Yamamah, Allah made him 
known by the name 'Liar' and exposed him. Hence, whenever Musaylimah is mentioned, he is 
described as " the Liar'. He became an example for lying among the residents of the cities and 
villages and the residents of the deserts, the bedouins. 

Therefore, Allah first mentioned His Name - Allah - that is exclusively His and described this 
Name by Ar-Rahman, which no one else is allowed to use, just as Allah said, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (Allah), by whatever name you invoke 
Him (it isthe same), for to Him belong the Best Names.") (17:110) 

Only Musaylimah and those who followed his misguided ways described Musaylimah by Ar- 
Rahman. 

As for Allah's Name Ar-Rahim, Allah has described others by it. For instance, Allah said, 



(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad ) from amongst yourselves (i.e. 
whom you know well). It grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty. He 



(Muhammad ) is anxious over you (to be rightly guided) for the believers (he is) kind (full of 
pity), and Rahim (merciful)) (9:128). 

Allah has also described some of His creation using some of His other Names. For instance, 
Allah said, 



(Verily, We have created man from Nutfah (drops) of mixed semen (sexual discharge of man 
and woman), in order to try him, so We made him hearer (SamP ) and seer (Basir) (76:2). 

In conclusion, there are several of Allah's Names that are used as names for others besides 
Allah. Further, some of Allah's Names are exclusive for Allah alone, such as Allah, Ar-Rahman, 
Al-Khaliq (the Creator), Ar-Raziq (the Sustainer), and so forth. 

Hence, Allah started the Tasmiyah (meaning, ' In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious Most 
Merciful') with His Name, Allah, and described Himself as Ar-Rahman, (Most Gracious) which is 
softer and more general than Ar-Rahim. The most honorable Names are mentioned first, just as 
Allah did here. 

A Hadith narrated by Umm Salamah stated that the recitation of the Messenger of Allah was 
slow and clear, letter by letter, 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All the praises and thanks be to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists. The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Owner of the Day 
of Recompense) (1:1-4). 

And this is how a group of scholars recite it. Others connected the recitation of the Tasmiyah 
to Al-Hamd. 



(2. Al-Hamd be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) 

The Meaning of Al-Hamd 

Abu Ja' far bin Jarir said, "The meaning of 



(Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah) (all praise and thanks be to Allah) is: all thanks are due purely to Allah, 
alone, not any of the objects that are being worshipped instead of Him, nor any of His 
creation. These thanks are due to Allah's innumerable favors and bounties, that only He knows 
the amount of. Allah's bounties include creating the tools that help the creation worship Him, 
the physical bodies with which they are able to implement His commands, the sustenance that 
He provides them in this life, and the comfortable life He has granted them, without anything 
or anyone compelling Him to do so. Allah also warned His creation and alerted them about the 
means and methods with which they can earn eternal dwelling in the residence of everlasting 
happiness. All thanks and praise are due to Allah for these favors from beginning to end." 

Further, Ibn Jarir commented on the Ayah, 



(Al-Hamdu Lilian), that it means, "A praise that Allah praised Himself with, indicating to His 
servants that they too should praise Him, as if Allah had said, ' Say: All thanks and praise is due 
to Allah.' It was said that the statement, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah), entails praising Allah by mentioning His most beautiful 
Names and most honorable Attributes. When one proclaims, A.I I thanks are due to Allah,' he 
will be thanking Him for His favors and bounties." 

The Difference between Praise and Thanks 

Hamd is more general, in that it is a statement of praise for one's characteristics, or for what 
he has done. Thanks are given for what was done, not merely for characteristics. 

The Statements of the Salaf about Al-Hamd 

Hafs mentioned that ' Umar said to ' Ali, "We know La ilaha illallah, Subhan Allah and Allahu 

Akbar. What about Al-Hamdu Lillah" , Ali said, "A statement that Allah liked for Himself, was 

pleased with for Himself and He likes that it be repeated." Also, Ibn 'Abbas said, "Al-Hamdu 

Lillah isthe statement of appreciation. When the servant says Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah, Allah says, ' My 

servant has praised Me." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadit h 



The Virtues of Al-Hamd 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Al-Aswad bin Sari' said, "I said, '0 Messenger of Allah! 
Should I recite to you words of praise for My Lord, the Exalted, that I have collected' He said, 



« » 



(Verily, your Lord likes Al-Hamd.) 



An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. Furthermore, Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah 
recorded that Musa bin Ibrahim bin Kathir related that Talhah bin Khirash said that Jabir bin 
' Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 



(The best Dhikr (remembering Allah) is La ilaha illallah and the best supplication is Al-Hamdu 
Lillah.) 

At-Tirmidhi said that this Hadith is Hasan Gharib. Also, Ibn Majah recorded that Anas bin Malik 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



: » 

« 

(No servant is blessed by Allah and says/ Al-Hamdu Lillah', except that what he was given is 
better than that which he has himself acquired.) Further, in his Sunan, Ibn Majah recorded that 
Ibn x Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



«. 



(A servant of Allah once said, ' Allah! Yours is the Hamd that is suitable for the grace of Your 
Face and the greatness of Your Supreme Authority.' The two angels were confused as to how to 
write these words. They ascended to Allah and said, ' our Lord! A servant has just uttered a 
statement and we are unsure how to record it for him.' Allah said while having more knowledge 
in what His servant has said, 'What did My servant say' They said, ' He said, x Allah! Yours is 
the Hamd that is suitable for the grace of Your Face and the greatness of Your Supreme 
Authority.' Allah said to them, ' Write it as My servant has said it, until he meets Me and then I 
shall reward him for it.) 

Al before Hamd encompasses all Types of Thanks and Appreciation 

for Allah 

The letters Alif and Lam before the word Hamd serve to encompass all types of thanks and 
appreciation for Allah, the Exalted. A Hadith stated, 



» 

« 

(0 Allah! All of Al-Hamd is due to You, You own all the ownership, all types of good are in Your 
Hand and all affairs belong to You.) 

The Meaning of Ar-Rabb, the Lord 

Ar-Rabb is the owner who has full authority over his property. Ar-Rabb, linguistically means, 
the master or the one who has the authority to lead. All of these meanings are correct for 
Allah. When it is alone, the word Rabb is used only for Allah. As for other than Allah, it can be 
used to say Rabb Ad-Dar, the master of such and such object. Further, it was reported that Ar- 
Rabb is Allah's Greatest Name. 

The Meaning of Al-' Alamin 

Al-' Alamin is plural for " Alam, which encompasses everything in existence except Allah. The 
word ' Alam is itself a plural word, having no singular form. The ' Alamin are different creations 
that exist in the heavens and the earth, on land and at sea. Every generation of creation is 
called an " Alam. Al-Farra' and Abu " Ubayd said, "' Alam includes all that has a mind, the Jinns, 
mankind, the angels and the devils, but not the animals." Also, Zayd bin Aslam and Abu 
Muhaysin said, 'Alam includes all that Allah has created with a soul." Further, Qatadah said 
about , 



(The Lord of the "Alamin), "Every type of creation is an "Alam." Az-Zajjaj also said, "Alam 
encompasses everything that Allah created, in this life and in the Hereafter." Al-Qurtubi 
commented, "This is the correct meaning, that the 'Alam encompasses everything that Allah 
created in both worlds. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Fir" awn (Pharaoh) said: "And what is the Lord of the " Alamin" Musa (Moses) said: "The Lord of 
the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, if you seek to be convinced with 
certainty") (26:23-24). 

Why is the Creation called ' Alam 

"Alam is derived from "Alamah, that is because it is a sign testifying to the existence of its 
Creator and to His Oneness." 



(3. Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful)). Allah said next, 



(Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful)) We explained these Names in 
the Basmalah. Al-Qurtubi said, "Allah has described Himself by "Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim' after 
saying "the Lord of the Alamin', so His statement here includes a warning, and then an 
encouragement. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Declare (0 Muhammad ) unto My servants, that truly, I am the Oft -Forgiving, the Most 
Merciful. And that My torment is indeed the most painful torment.) (15:49-50) Allah said, 



(Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
(6:165) 

Hence, Rabb contains a warning while Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim encourages. Further, Muslim 
recorded in his Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If the believer knew what punishment Allah has, none would have hope in acquiring His 
Paradise, and if the disbeliever knew what mercy Allah has, none will lose hope of earning His 
earning.) 



(4. The Owner of the Day of Recompense.) 

Indicating Sovereignty on the Day of Judgment 

Allah mentioned His sovereignty of the Day of Resurrection, but this does not negate His 
sovereignty over all other things. For Allah mentioned that He is the Lord of existence, 
including this earthly life and the Hereafter. Allah only mentioned the Day of Recompense here 
because on that Day, no one except Him will be able to claim ownership of anything 
whatsoever. On that Day, no one will be allowed to speak without His permission. Similarly, 
Allah said, 



(The Day that Ar-Ruh (Jibril (Gabriel) or another angel) and the angels will stand forth in rows, 
they will not speak except him whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows, and he will speak what 
is right.) (78:38), 



(And all voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious (Allah), and nothing shall you hear but 
the low voice of their foot steps.) (20: 108), and, 



(On the Day when it comes, no person shall speak except by His (Allah's) leave. Same among 
them will be wretched and (others) blessed) (11:105). 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas commented, "Allah says, 'On that Day, no one owns anything 
that they used to own in the world.'" 

The Meaning of Yawm Ad-Din 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "Yawm Ad- Din is the Day of Recompense for the creatures, meaning the Day of 
Judgment. On that Day, Allah will reckon the creation for their deeds, evil for evil, good for 
good, except for those whom He pardons." In addition, several other Companions, TabPin and 
scholars of the Salaf, said similarly, for this meaning is apparent and clear from the Ayah. 



Allah is Al- Malik (King or Owner) 

Allah is the True Owner (Malik) (of everything and everyone). Allah said, 



(He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, the King, the Holy, the One free from all defects) 
(59:23). 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(The most despicable name to Allah is a person who calls himself the king of kings, while there 
are no owners except Allah.) 

Also the Two Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

((On the Day of Judgement) Allah will grasp the earth and fold up the heavens with His Right 
Hand and proclaim, 1 Am the King! Where are the kings of the earth Where are the tyrants 
Where are the arrogant') 

Also, in the the Glorious Qur'an; 



(Whose isthe kingdom this Day Allah's, the One, the Irresistible. )(40:16). 

As for calling someone other than Allah a king in this life, 3-24). :23NNA 

r-Rahman (the Most Gracious), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful)) We explained these Names in the 
Basmalah. Al-Qurtubi said, "Allah has described Himself by " Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim' after saying 
Mhe Lord of the Alamin', so His statement here includes a warning, and then an 
encouragement. Similarly, Allah said, RNA? Allah isAI-Malik (King or Owner) 

Allah isthe True Owner (Malik) (of everything and everyone). Allah said, 



(He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, the King, the Holy, the One free from all defects) 
(59:23). 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(The most despicable name to Allah is a person who calls himself the king of kings, while there 
are no owners except Allah.) 



Also the Two Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



((On the Day of Judgement) Allah will grasp the earth and fold up the heavens with His Right 
Hand and proclaim, 1 Am the King! Where are the kings of the earth Where are the tyrants 
Where are the arrogant') 

Also, in the the Glorious Qur'an; 



(Whose isthe kingdom this Day Allah's, the One, the Irresistible. )(40:16). 

As for calling someone other than Allah a king in this life, then it is done as a figure of speech. 
For instance, Allah said, 



(Indeed Allah appointed Talut (Saul) as a king over you.) (2:247), 



(Asthere was a king behind them)(18:79), and, 



When He made Prophets among you, and made you kings )5:20(. 
Also, the Two Sahihs recorded, 

« » 

(Just like kings reclining on their thrones) 



The Meaning of Ad-Din 



Ad-Din meansthe reckoning, the reward or punishment. Similarly, Allah said, 



(On that Day Allah will pay them the (Dinahum) recompense (of their deeds) in full) (24:25), 
and, 



(Shall we indeed (be raised up) to receive reward or punishment (according to our deeds)) 
(37:53). A Hadith stated, 



« » 

(The wise person is he who reckons himself and works for (his life) after death.) meaning, he 
holds himself accountable. Also, ' Umar said, "Hold yourself accountable before you are held 
accountable, weigh yourselves before you are weighed, and be prepared for the biggest 
gathering before He Whose knowledge encompasses your deeds, 



(That Day shall you be brought to Judgement, not a secret of yours will be hidden) (69:18)." 



(5. You we worship, and You we ask for help.) (1:5) 

The Linguistic and Religious Meaning of ' Ibadah 

Linguistically, 'Ibadah means subdued. For instance, a road is described as Ivkf abbadah, 
meaning, 'paved'. In religious terminology, ' Ibadah impliesthe utmost love, humility and fear. 



The Merit of stating the Object of the Action before the Doer of the 
Act, and the Merit of these Negations 



You...", means, we worship You alone and none else, and rely on You alone and none else. This 
is the perfect form of obedience and the entire religion is implied by these two ideas. Some of 
the Salaf said, Al-Fatihah is the secret of the Qur'an, while these words are the secret of Al- 
Fatihah, 



(5. You we worship, and You we ask for help from.) 

The first part is a declaration of innocence from Shirk (polytheism), while the second negates 
having any power or strength, displaying the recognition that all affairs are controlled by Allah 
alone. This meaning is reiterated in various instances in the Qur'an. For instance, Allah said, 



(So worship Him (0 Muhammad ) and put your trust in Him. And your Lord is not unaware of 
what you (people) do.) (11:123), 



(Say: "He is the Most Gracious (Allah), in Him we believe, and in Him we put our trust.") 
(67:29), 



((He alone is) the Lord of the east and the west; La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be 
worshipped but He). 

So take Him alone as Wakil (Disposer of your affairs)), (73:9), and, 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help from). 

We should mention that in this Ayah, the type of speech here changes from the third person to 
direct speech by using the Kaf in the statement lyyaka (You). This is because after the servant 
praised and thanked Allah, he stands before Him, addressing Him directly; 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help from). 

So take Him alone as Waki I (Disposer of your affairs)), (73:9), and, 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help from). 

We should mention that in this Ayah, the type of speech here changes from the third person to 
direct speech by using the Kaf in the statement lyyaka (You). This is because after the servant 
praised and thanked Allah, he stands before Him, addressing Him directly; 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help from). 

Al-Fatihah indicates the Necessity of praising Allah. It is required in 

every PrayerThe beginning of Surat Al-Fatihah contains Allah's praise for Himself by His 
most beautiful Attributes and indicates to His servants that, they too, should praise Him in the 
same manner. Hence, the prayer is not valid unless one recites Al-Fatihah, if he is able. The 
Two Sahihs recorded that ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(There is no valid prayer for whoever does not recite Al-Fatihah of the Book.) 

Also, it is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



(Allah said, ' I divided the prayer into two halves between Myself and My servant, one half is for 
Me and one half for My servant. My servant shall have what he asks for.' When the servant says, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.), Allah says, 'My servant has 
praised Me.' When the servant says, 



(The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful), Allah says, 'My servant has praised Me.' When the 
servant says, 



(The Owner of the Day of Recompense), Allah says, ' My servant has glorified Me.' If the servant 
says, 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help), Allah says, 'This is between Me and My servant, 
and My servant shall have what he asked.' If the servant says, 



(Guide us to the straight path. The path of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace, not 
(that) of those who have earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), Allah says, 'This is 
for My servant, and My servant shall have what he asked.') 

Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah 

Ad-Dahhak narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(You we worship) means, "It is You whom we single out, Whom we fear and Whom we hope in, 
You alone, our Lord, 



Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah 



(And You we ask for help from), to obey you and in all of our affairs." Further, Qatadah said 
that the Ayah, 



(You we worship, and You we ask for help from) "Contains Allah's command to us to perform 
sincere worship for Him and to seek His aid concerning all of our affairs." Allah mentioned, 



(You we worship) before, 



(And You we ask for help from), because the objective here isthe worship, while Allah's help is 
the tool to implement this objective. Certainly, one first takes care of the most important 
aspect sand then what is less important, and Allah knows best. 



Allah called His Prophet 



an ' Abd 

Allah called His Messenger an ' Abd (servant) when He mentioned sending down His Book, the 
Prophet's involvement in inviting to Him, and when mentioning the Isra' (overnight journey from 
Makkah to Jerusalem and then to heaven), and these are the Prophet's most honorable 
missions. Allah said, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His servant (Muhammad ) the Book 
(the Qur'an)) (18:1), 



(And when the servant of Allah (Muhammad ) stood up invoking Him (his Lord Allah in 
prayer)), (72:19) and, 



(Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) (above all that they associate with Him) Who took His 
servant (Muhammad ) for ajourney by night) (17:1). 

Encouraging the Performance of the Acts of Worship during Times 

of Distress 

Allah also recommended that His Prophet resort to acts of worship during times when he felt 
distressed because of the disbelievers who defied and denied him. Allah said, 



(Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they say. So glorify the praises of your 
Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until there 
comes unto you the certainty (i.e. death)) (15:97-99). 



Why Praise was mentioned First 

Snce the praise of Allah, Who is being sought for help, was mentioned, it was appropriate that 
one followsthe praise by asking for his need. We stated that Allah said, 



« » 

(One half for Myself and one half for My servant, and My servant shall have what he asked.) 

This is the best method for seeking help, by first praising the one whom help is sought from and 
then asking for His aid, and help for one's self, and for his Muslim brethren by saying. 



(Guide usto the straight path.) 

This method is more appropriate and efficient in bringing about a positive answer to the pleas, 
and this is why Allah recommended this better method. 

Asking for help may take the form of conveying the condition of the person who is seeking help. 
For instance, the Prophet Moses said, 



(My Lord! Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me!) (28:24). 

Also, one may first mention the attributes of whoever is being asked, such as what Dhun-Nun 
said, 



(La ilaha ilia Anta (none has the right to be worshipped but You (0 Allah)), Glorified (and 
Exalted) be You (above all that they associate with You)! Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers) 
(21:87). 

Further, one may praise Him without mentioning what he needs. The Meaning of Guidance 
mentioned in the Surah 

The guidance mentioned in the Surah implies being directed and guided to success. Allah said, 



(Guide usto the straight path) meaning guide, direct, lead and grant us the correct guidance. 
Also, 



(And shown him the two ways (good and evil)) (90:10), means, ' We explained to him the paths 
of good and evil.' Also, Allah said, 



(He (Allah) chose him (as an intimate friend) and guided him to a straight path) (16:121), and, 



(And lead them on to the way of flaming Fire (Hell)) (37:23). Similarly, Allah said, 



(And verily, you (0 Muhammad ) are indeed guiding (mankind) to the straight path) (42:52), 
and, 



(All praise and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this) (7:43), meaning, guided us and 
directed us and qualified us for this end - Paradise. 

The Meaning of As-Srat Al-Mustaqim, the Straight Path. 

As for the meaning of As-Srat Al-Mustaqim, Imam Abu Ja* f ar At-Tabari said, "The Ummah 
agreed that Srat Al-Mustaqim, isthe clear path without branches, according to the language of 
the Arabs. For instance, Jarir bin " Atiyah Al-Khatafi said in a poem, ' The Leader of the faithful 
is on a path that will remain straight even though the other paths are crooked." At-Tabari also 
stated that, "There are many evidences to this fact." At-Tabari then proceeded, "The Arabs use 
the term, Srat in reference to every deed and statement whether righteous or wicked. Hence 
the Arabs would describe the honest person as being straight and the wicked person as being 
crooked. The straight path mentioned in the Qur'an refers to Islam. 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that An-Nawwasbin Sam' an said that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Allah has set an example: a Srat (straight path) that is surrounded by two walls on both sides, 
with several open doors within the walls covered with curtains. There is a caller on the gate of 
the Srat who heralds, '0 people! Stay on the path and do not deviate from it.' Meanwhile, a 
caller from above the path is also warning any person who wants to open any of these doors, 
'Woe unto you! Do not open it, for if you open it you will pass through.' The straight path is 
Islam, the two walls are Allah's set limits, while the doors resemble what Allah has prohibited. 
The caller on the gate of the Srat is the Book of Allah, while the caller above the Srat is 
Allah's admonishment in the heart of every Muslim.) 

The Faithful ask for and abide by Guidance 

If someone asks, "Why does the believer ask Allah for guidance during every prayer and at other 
times, while he is already properly guided Has he not already acquired guidance" 

The answer to these questions is that if it were not a fact that the believer needs to keep 
asking for guidance day and night, Allah would not have directed him to invoke Him to acquire 
the guidance. The servant needs Allah the Exalted every hour of his life to help him remain 
firm on the path of guidance and to make him even more firm and persistent on it. The servant 
does not have the power to benefit or harm himself, except by Allah's permission. Therefore, 
Allah directed the servant to invoke Him constantly, so that He provides him with His aid and 
with firmness and success. Indeed, the happy person is he whom Allah guides to ask of Him. 
This is especially the case if a person urgently needs Allah's help day or night. Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger (Muhammad ), and the Book (the 
Qur'an) which He has sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to 
those before (him)) (4:16). 



Therefore, in this Ayah Allah commanded the believers to believe, and this command is not 
redundant since what is sought here is firmness and continuity of performing the deeds that 
help one remain on the path of faith. Also, Allah commanded His believing servants to 
proclaim, 



(Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us, and grant us 
mercy from You. Truly, You are the Bestower.) (3:8). Hence, 



(Guide us to the straight way) means, "Make us firm on the path of guidance and do not allow 
usto deviate from it." 



(7. The way of those upon whom You have bestowed Your grace, not (that) of those who 
earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray). 

We mentioned the Hadith in which the servant proclaims, 



(Guide us to the straight way) and Allah says, "This is for My servant, and My servant shall 
acquire what he asks for." Allah's statement. 



(The way of those upon whom You have bestowed Your grace) defines the path. 'Those upon 
whom Allah has bestowed His grace' are those mentioned in Surat An-Nisa' (chapter 4), when 
Allah said, 



(And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad ), then they will be in the company 
of those on whom Allah has bestowed His grace, the Prophets, the Sddiqin (the truly faithful), 
the martyrs, and the righteous. And how excellent these companions are! Such is the bounty 
from Allah, and Allah is sufficient to know) (4:69-70). 

Allah's statement, 



(Not (the way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray) meaning guide 
us to the straight path, the path of those upon whom you have bestowed Your grace, that is, 
the people of guidance, sincerity and obedience to Allah and His Messengers. They are the 
people who adhere to Allah's commandments and refrain from committing what He has 
prohibited. But, help us to avoid the path of those whom Allah is angry with, whose intentions 
are corrupt, who know the truth, yet deviate from it. Also, help us avoid the path of those who 
were led astray, who lost the true knowledge and, as a result, are wandering in misguidance, 
unable to find the correct path. Allah asserted that the two paths He described here are both 
misguided when He repeated the negation 'not'. These two paths are the paths of the 
Christians and Jews, a fact that the believer should beware of so that he avoids them. The path 
of the believers is knowledge of the truth and abiding by it. In comparison, the Jews 
abandoned practicing the religion, while the Christians lost the true knowledge. This is why 
x anger' descended upon the Jews, while being described as ' led astray' is more appropriate of 
the Christians. Those who know, but avoid implementing the truth, deserve the anger, unlike 
those who are ignorant. The Christians want to seek the true knowledge, but are unable to find 
it because they did not seek it from its proper resources. 

This is why they were led astray. We should also mention that both the Christians and the Jews 
have earned the anger and are led astray, but the anger is one of the attributes more 
particular of the Jews. Allah said about the Jews, 



(Those (Jews) who incurred the curse of Allah and His wrath) (5:60). 

The attribute that the Christians deserve most is that of being led astray, just as Allah said 
about them, 



(Who went astray before and who misled many, and strayed (themselves) from the right path) 
(5:77). 

There are several Hadiths and reports from the Salaf on this subject. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that " Adi bin Hatim said, "The horsemen of the Messenger of Allah seized my paternal aunt and 
some other people. When they brought them to the Messenger of Allah , they were made to 
stand in line before him. My aunt said, '0 Messenger of Allah! The supporter is far away, the 
offspring have stopped coming and I am an old woman, unable to serve. Grant me your favor, 
may Allah grant you His favor.' He said, 'Who is your supporter' She said, 'Adi bin Hatim.' He 
said, 'The one who ran away from Allah and His Messenger' She said, 'So, the Prophet freed 
me.' When the Prophet came back, there was a man next to him, I think that he was ' AM, who 
said to her, 'Ask him for a means of transportation.' She asked the Prophet , and he ordered 
that she be given an animal. 

" ' Adi then said, "Later on, she came to me and said, ' He (Muhammad ) has done a favor that 
your father (who was a generous man) would never have done. So and-so person came to him 
and he granted him his favor, and so-and-so came to him and he granted him his favor.' So I 
went to the Prophet and found that some women and children were gathering with him, so 
close that I knew that he was not a king like Kisra (King of Persia) or Caesar. He said, ' ' Adi! 
What made you run away, so that La ilaha illallah is not proclaimed Is there a deity worthy of 
worship except Allah What made you run away, so that Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greater) is 
not proclaimed Is there anything Greater than Allah' I proclaimed my Islam and I saw his face 
radiate with pleasure and he said: 



» 



« 



(Those who have earned the anger are the Jews and those who are led astray are the 
Christians.)" 

This Hadith was also collected by At-Tirmidhi who said that it is Hasan Gharib. 

Also, when Zayd bin ' Amr bin Nufayl went with some of his friends- before Islam - to Ash-Sham 
seeking the true religion, the Jews said to him, "You will not become a Jew unless you carry a 
share of the anger of Allah that we have earned." He said, "I am seeking to escape Allah's 
anger." Also, the Christians said to him, "If you become one of us you will carry a share in 
Allah's discontent." He said, "I cannot bear it." So he remained in his pure nature and avoided 
worshipping the idols and the polytheistic practices. He became neither a Jew, nor Christian. 
As for his companions, they became Christians because they found it more pure than Judaism. 
Waraqah bin Nawfal was among these people until Allah guided him by the hand of His Prophet, 
when he was sent as Prophet, and Waraqah believed in the revelation that was sent to the 
Prophet may Allah be pleased with him. 



The Summary of Al-Fatihah 

The honorable Surah Al-Fatihah contains seven Ayat including the praise and thanks of Allah, 
glorifying Him and praising Him by mentioning His most Beautiful Names and most high 
Attributes. It also mentions the Hereafter, which is the Day of Resurrection, and directs Allah's 
servants to ask of Him, invoking Him and declaring that all power and strength comes from 
Him. It also calls to the sincerity of the worship of Allah alone, singling Him out in His divinity, 
believing in His perfection, being free from the need of any partners, having no rivals nor 
equals. Al-Fatihah directs the believers to invoke Allah to guide them to the straight path, 
which is the true religion, and to help them remain on that path in this life, and to pass over 
the actual Srat (bridge over hell that everyone must pass over) on the Day of Judgment. On 
that Day, the believers will be directed to the gardens of comfort in the company of the 
Prophets, the truthful ones, the martyrs and the righteous. Al-Fatihah also encourages 
performing good deeds, so that the believers will be in the company of the good-doers on the 
Day of Resurrection. The Surah also warns against following the paths of misguidance, so that 
one does not end up being gathered with those who indulge in sin, on the Day of Resurrection, 
including those who have earned the anger and those who were led astray. 



The Bounties are because of Allah, not the Deviations 

Allah said, 



(The way of those upon whom you have bestowed Your grace), when He mentioned His favor. 
On mentioning anger, Allah said, 



(Not (that) of those who earned Your anger), without mentioning the subject, although it is He 
Who has sent down the anger on them, just as Allah stated in another Ayah, 



(Have you (0 Muhammad ) not seen those (hypocrites) who take as friends a people upon whom 
isthe wrath of Allah (i.e. Jews)) (58:14). 

Also, Allah relates the misguidance of those who indulged in it, although they were justly 
misguided according to Allah's appointed destiny. For instance, Allah said, 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right path)) (18:17) 

and, 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; and He lets them wander blindly in their 
transgression) (7:186). 

These and several other Ayat testify to the fact that Allah alone is the One Who guides and 
misguides, contrary to the belief of the Qadariyyah sect, who claimed that the servants choose 
and create their own destiny. They rely on some unclear Ayat avoiding what is clear and 
contradicts their desires. Theirs, is the method of the people who follow their lust, desire and 
wickedness. An authentic Hadith narrated, 



» 



« 



(When you see those who follow what is not so clear in it (the Qur'an), then they are those 
whom Allah has mentioned (refer to 3:7). Hence, avoid them.) 

The Prophet was referring to Allah's statement, 



(So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is 
not entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah (polytheism and trials), and seeking for its hidden 
meanings)(3:7). 

Verily, no innovator in the religion could ever rely on any authentic evidence in the Qur'an that 
testifies to his innovation. The Qur'an came to distinguish between truth and falsehood, and 



guidance and misguidance. The Qur'an does not contain any discrepancies or contradictions, 
because it is a revelation from the Most Wise, Worthy of all praise. 

Saying Amin 

It is recommended to say Amin after finishing the recitation of Al-Fatihah. Amin means, "0 
Allah! Accept our invocation." The evidence that saying Amin is recommended is contained in 
what Imams Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded, that Wa'il bin Hujr said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah recite, 



(Not (that) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), and he said 'Amin' 
extending it with his voice." 

Abu Dawud's narration added, "Raising his voice with it." At-Tirmidhi then commented that this 
Hadith is Hasan and was also narrated from Al i and Ibn Mas' ud. Also, Abu Hurayrah narrated 
that whenever the Messenger of Allah would recite, 



(Not (the way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), He would say 
Amin until those who were behind him in the first line could hear him. 

Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the addition, "Then the Masjid would shake 
because of (those behind the Prophet ) reciting Amin." Also, Ad-Daraqutni recorded this Hadith 
and commented that it is Hasan. 

Further, Bilal narrated that he said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Do not finish saying Amin before I 
can join you." This was recorded by Abu Dawud. 

In addition, Abu Nasr Al-Qushayri narrated that Al-Hasan and Ja' far As-Sadiq stressed the ' m' 
in Amin. 

Saying Amin is recommended for those who are not praying (when reciting Al-Fatihah) and is 
strongly recommended for those who are praying, whether alone or behind the Imam. The Two 
Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When the Imam says, ' Amin', then say, Amin', because whoever says, Amin' with the angels, 
his previous sins will be forgiven.) 



Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(When any of you says in the prayer, 'Amin " and the angels in heaven say, ' Amin', in unison, 
his previous sins will be forgiven.) 

It was said that the Hadith talks about both the angels and the Muslims saying Amin at the 
same time. The Hadith also refers to when the Amins said by the angels and the Muslims are 
equally sincere (thus bringing about forgiveness). 

Further, it is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Musa related to the Prophet that he said, 

: : » 

« 

(When the Imam says, * Walad-dallin', say, " Amin' and Allah will answer your invocation.) 

In addition, At-Tirmidhi said that 'Amin' means, "Do not disappoint our hope", while the 
majority of scholars said that it means. "Answer our invocation." 

Also, in his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah said that when the Jews were 
mentioned to him, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(They will not envy us for anything more than they envy us for Friday which we have been 
guided to, while they were led astray from it, and for the Qiblah which we were guided to, 
while they were led astray from it, and for our saying ' Amin' behind the Imam.) 



Also, Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the wording, 



» 



« 



(The Jews have never envied you more than for your saying the Salam (Islamic greeting) and for 
saying Amin.) rgiveness). veneooA ? Further, it is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Musa 
related to the Prophet that he said, 



: : » 

« 

(When the Imam says, ' Walad-dallin', say, " Amin' and Allah will answer your invocation.) 

In addition, At-Tirmidhi said that 'Amin' means, "Do not disappoint our hope", while the 
majority of scholars said that it means. "Answer our invocation." 

Also, in his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded that ' A'ishah said that when the Jews were 
mentioned to him, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(They will not envy us for anything more than they envy us for Friday which we have been 
guided to, while they were led astray from it, and for the Qiblah which we were guided to, 
while they were led astray from it, and for our saying ' Amin' behind the Imam.) 

Also, Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the wording, 

» 

« 



(The Jews have never envied you more than for your saying the Salam (Islamic greeting) and for 
saying Amin.) 

The Bounties are because of Allah, not the Deviations 

Allah said, 



(The way of those upon whom you have bestowed Your grace), when He mentioned His favor. 
On mentioning anger, Allah said, 



(Not (that) of those who earned Your anger), without mentioning the subject, although it is He 
Who has sent down the anger on them, just as Allah stated in another Ayah, 



(Have you (0 Muhammad ) not seen those (hypocrites) who take as friends a people upon whom 
isthe wrath of Allah (i.e. Jews)) (58:14). 

Also, Allah relates the misguidance of those who indulged in it, although they were justly 
misguided according to Allah's appointed destiny. For instance, Allah said, 



(He whom Allah guides, he isthe rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right path)) (18:17) 

and, 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; and He lets them wander blindly in their 
transgression) (7:186). 



These and several other Ayat testify to the fact that Allah alone is the One Who guides and 
misguides, contrary to the belief of the Qadariyyah sect, who claimed that the servants choose 
and create their own destiny. They rely on some unclear Ayat avoiding what is clear and 
contradicts their desires. Theirs, is the method of the people who follow their lust, desire and 
wickedness. An authentic Hadith narrated, 



» 



« 



(When you see those who follow what is not so clear in it (the Qur'an), then they are those 
whom Allah has mentioned (refer to 3:7). Hence, avoid them.) 

The Prophet was referring to Allah's statement, 



(So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is 
not entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah (polytheism and trials), and seeking for its hidden 
meanings)(3:7). 

Verily, no innovator in the religion could ever rely on any authentic evidence in the Qur'an that 
testifies to his innovation. The Qur'an came to distinguish between truth and falsehood, and 
guidance and misguidance. The Qur'an does not contain any discrepancies or contradictions, 
because it is a revelation from the Most Wise, Worthy of all praise. 



Saying Amin 

It is recommended to say Amin after finishing the recitation of Al-Fatihah. Amin means, "0 
Allah! Accept our invocation." The evidence that saying Amin is recommended is contained in 
what Imams Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded, that Wa'il bin Hujr said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah recite, 



(Not (that) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), and he said 'Amin' 
extending it with his voice." 

Abu Dawud's narration added, "Raising his voice with it." At-Tirmidhi then commented that this 
Hadith is Hasan and was also narrated from Al i and Ibn Mas' ud. Also, Abu Hurayrah narrated 
that whenever the Messenger of Allah would recite, 



(Not (the way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray), He would say 
Amin until those who were behind him in the first line could hear him. 

Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadit h with the addition, "Then the Masjid would shake 
because of (those behind the Prophet ) reciting Amin." Also, Ad-Daraqutni recorded this Hadith 
and commented that it is Hasan. 

Further, Bilal narrated that he said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Do not finish saying Amin before I 
can join you." This was recorded by Abu Dawud. 

In addition, Abu Nasr Al-Qushayri narrated that Al-Hasan and Ja' far As-Sadiq stressed the ' m' 
in Amin. 

Saying Amin is recommended for those who are not praying (when reciting Al-Fatihah) and is 
strongly recommended for those who are praying, whether alone or behind the Imam. The Two 
Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(When the Imam says, ' Amin', then say, Amin', because whoever says, Amin' with the angels, 
his previous sins will be forgiven.) 

Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(When any of you says in the prayer, Amin " and the angels in heaven say, 'Amin', in unison, 
his previous sins will be forgiven.) 

It was said that the Hadith talks about both the angels and the Muslims saying Amin at the 
same time. The Hadith also refers to when the Amins said by the angels and the Muslims are 
equally sincere (thus bringing about forgiveness). 

Further, it is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Musa related to the Prophet that he said, 



: : » 

« 

(When the Imam says, ' Walad-dallin', say, " Amin' and Allah will answer your invocation.) 

In addition, At-Tirmidhi said that 'Amin' means, "Do not disappoint our hope", while the 
majority of scholars said that it means. "Answer our invocation." 

Also, in his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah said that when the Jews were 
mentioned to him, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(They will not envy us for anything more than they envy us for Friday which we have been 
guided to, while they were led astray from it, and for the Qiblah which we were guided to, 
while they were led astray from it, and for our saying ' Amin' behind the Imam.) 

Also, Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the wording, 

» 

« 

(The Jews have never envied you more than for your saying the Salam (Islamic greeting) and for 
saying Amin.) rgiveness). veneooA ? Further, it is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Musa 
related to the Prophet that he said, 

: : » 

« 

(When the Imam says, ' Walad-dallin', say, " Amin' and Allah will answer your invocation.) 



In addition, At-Tirmidhi said that 'Amin' means, "Do not disappoint our hope", while the 
majority of scholars said that it means. "Answer our invocation." 

Also, in his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah said that when the Jews were 
mentioned to him, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(They will not envy us for anything more than they envy us for Friday which we have been 
guided to, while they were led astray from it, and for the Qiblah which we were guided to, 
while they were led astray from it, and for our saying ' Amin' behind the Imam.) 

Also, Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the wording, 

» 

« 

(The Jews have never envied you more than for your saying the Salam (Islamic greeting) and for 
saying Amin.) 

Surat Al-Baqarah 



Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-Baqarah 

In Musnad Ahmad, Sahih Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i, it is recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Do not turn your houses into graves. Verily, Shaytan does not enter the house where Surat Al- 
Baqarah is recited.) At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih. 

Also, 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Shaytan flees from the house where Surat Al-Baqarah is 
heard." This Hadith was collected by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah, and Al- Hakim recorded it 
in his Mustadrak, and then said that its chain of narration is authentic, although the Two Sahihs 
did not collect it. In hisMusnad, Ad-Darimi recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said, "Shaytan departsthe 
house where Surat Al-Baqarah is being recited, and as he leaves, he passes gas." Ad-Darimi also 
recorded that Ash-Sha' bi said that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Whoever recites ten Ayat from 
Surat Al-Baqarah in a night, then Shaytan will not enter his house that night. (These ten Ayat 
are) four from the beginning, Ayat Al-Kursi (255), the following two Ayat (256-257) and the last 
three Ayat." In another narration, Ibn Mas' ud said, "Then Shaytan will not come near him or his 
family, nor will he be touched by anything that he dislikes. Also, if these Ayat were to be 
recited over a senile person, they would wake him up." 

Further, Sahl bin Sa' d said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Everything has a hump (or, high peek), and Al-Baqarah is the high peek of the Qur'an. Whoever 
recites Al-Baqarah at night in his house, then Shaytan will not enter that house for three 
nights. Whoever recites it during a day in his house, then Shaytan will not enter that house for 
three days.) This Hadith was collected by Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani, Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban in 
his Sahih and Ibn Marduwyah. 

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah 
sent an expedition force comprising of many men and asked each about what they memorized 
of the Qur'an. The Prophet came to one of the youngest men among them and asked him, 
'What have you memorized (of the Qur'an) young man' He said, ' I memorized such and such 
Surahs and also Al-Baqarah.' The Prophet said, 'You memorized Surat Al-Baqarah' He said, 
'Yes.' The Prophet said, 'Then you are their commander.' One of the noted men (or chiefs) 
commented, 'By Allah! I did not learn Surat Al-Baqarah, for fear that I would not be able to 
implement it. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Learn Al-Qur'an and recite it, for the example of whoever learns the Qur'an, recites it and 
adheresto it, isthe example of a bag that isfull of musk whose scent fillsthe air. The example 
of whoever learns the Qur'an and then sleeps (i.e. lazy) while the Qur'an is in his memory, is 
the example of a bag that has musk, but is closed tight.) 

This is the wording collected by At-Tirmidhi, who said that this Hadith is Hasan. In another 
narration, At-Tirmidhi recorded this same Hadith inaMursal manner, so Allah knows best. 

Also, Al-Bukhari recorded that Usayd bin Hudayr said that he was once reciting Surat Al- 
Baqarah while his horse was tied next to him. The horse started to make some noise. When 
Usayd stopped reciting, the horse stopped moving about. When he resumed reading, the horse 
started moving about again. When he stopped reciting, the horse stopped moving, and when he 
resumed reading, the horse started to move again. Meanwhile, his son Yahya was close to the 
horse, and he feared that the horse might step on him. When he moved his son back, he looked 
up to the sky and saw a cloud radiating with light that looked like lamps. In the morning, he 
went to the Prophet and told him what had happened and then said, "0 Messenger of Allah! My 
son Yahya was close to the horse and I feared that she might step on him. When I attended to 
him and raised my head to the sky, I saw a cloud with lights like lamps. So I went, but I couldn't 
see it." The Prophet said, "Do you know what that was" He said, "No." The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(They were the angels, they came close hearing your voice (reciting Surat Al-Baqarah), and if 
you had kept reading, the people would have been able to see the angels when the morning 
came, and the angels would not be hidden from their eyes.) 

This is the narration reported by Imam Abu Ubayd Al-Qasim bin Saiam in his book Fada'il Al- 
Qur'an. 

Virtues of Surat Al-Baqarah and Surat Al " Imran 



Imam Ahmad said that Abu Nif aym narrated to them that Bishr bin Muhajir said that " Abdullah 
bin Buraydah narrated to him from his father, "I was sitting with the Prophet and I heard him 
say, 



» 

« 

(Learn Surat Al-Baqarah, because in learning it there is blessing, in ignoring it there is sorrow, 
and the sorceresses cannot memorize it.) 

He kept silent for a while and then said, 



» 



« 

(Learn Surat Al-Baqarah and Al ' Imran because they are two lights and they shade their people 
on the Day of Resurrection, just as two clouds, two spaces of shade or two lines of (flying) 
birds. The Qur'an will meet its companion in the shape of a pale-faced man on the Day of 
Resurrection when his grave is opened. The Qur'an will ask him, 'Do you know me' The man will 
say, 'I do not know you.' The Qur'an will say, 'I am your companion, the Qur'an, which has 
brought you thirst during the heat and made you stay up during the night. Every merchant has 
his certain trade. But, this Day, you are behind all types of trade.' Kingship will then be given 
to him in his right hand, eternal life in his left hand and the crown of grace will be placed on 
his head. His parents will also be granted two garments that the people of this life could never 
afford. They will say, 'Why were we granted these garments' It will be said, 'Because your son 
was carrying the Qur'an.' It will be said (to the reader of the Qur'an), 'Read and ascend through 
the levels of Paradise.' He will go on ascending as long as he recites, whether reciting slowly or 
quickly.)" 

Ibn Majah also recorded part of this Hadith from Bishr bin Al-Muhajir, and this chain of 
narrators is Hasan, according to the criteria of Imam Muslim. 

A part of this Hadith is also supported by other Hadiths. For instance, Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Umamah Al-Bahili said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Read the Qur'an, because it will intercede on behalf of its people on the Day of Resurrection. 
Read the two lights, Al-Baqarah and Al ' Imran, because they will come in the shape of two 
clouds, two shades or two lines of birds on the Day of Resurrection and will argue on behalf of 
their people on that Day.) 

The Prophet then said, 



» 

« 

(Read Al-Baqarah, because in having it there is blessing, and in ignoring there is a sorrow and 
the sorceresses cannot memorize it.) 

Also, Imam Muslim narrated this Hadith in the Book of Prayer 

Imam Ahmad narrated that An-Nawwasbin Sarrf an said that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(On the Day of Resurrection the Qur'an and its people who used to implement it will be brought 
forth, preceded by Surat Al-Baqarah and Al " Imran.) 

An-Nawwas said, "The Prophet set three examples for these two Surahs and I did not forget 
these examples ever since. He said, 



» 



« 

(They will come like two clouds, two dark shades or two lines of birds arguing on behalf of their 
people.) 

It was also recorded in Sahih Muslim and At-Tirmidhi narrated this Hadith, which he rendered 
Hasan Gharib. 

Surat Al-Baqarah was revealed in Al-Madinah 

There is no disagreement over the view that Surat Al-Baqarah was revealed in its entirety in Al- 
Madinah. Moreover, Al-Baqarah was one of the first Surahs to be revealed in Al-Madinah, while, 
Allah's statement, 



(And be afraid of the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah.) (2:281) was the last Ayah 
to be revealed from the Qur'an. Also, the Ayat about usury were among the last Ayat to be 
revealed. Khalid bin Ma' dan used to call Al-Baqarah the Fustat (tent) of the Qur'an. Some of 
the scholars said that it contains a thousand news incidents, a thousand commands and a 
thousand prohibitions. Those who count said that the number of Al-Baqarah's Ayat is two 
hundred and eighty-seven, and its words are six thousand two hundred and twenty-one words. 
Further, its letters are twenty-five thousand five hundred. Allah knows best. 

Ibn Jurayj narrated that ' Ata' said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Surat Al-Baqarah was revealed in Al- 
Madinah." Also, Khasif said from Mujahid that 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said; "Surat Al-Baqarah 
was revealed in Al-Madinah." Several Imams and scholars of Tafsir issued similar statements, 
and there is no difference of opinion over this as we have stated. 

The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn Mas' ud kept the Ka' bah on his left side and Mina on his right 
side and threw seven pebbles (at the Jamrah) and said, "The one to whom Surat Al-Baqarah was 
revealed (i.e. the Prophet ) performed Rami (the Hajj rite of throwing pebbles) similarly." The 
Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. 

Further, Ibn Marduwyah reported a Hadith of Shu' bah from Aqi I bin Talhah from 'Utbah bin 
Marthad; "The Prophet saw that his Companions were not in the first lines and he said, 



« » 

(0 Companions of Surat Al-Baqarah.) I Think that this incident occurred during the battle of 
Hunayn when the Companions retreated. Then, the Prophet commanded AI-' Abbas (his uncle) 
to yell out, 



« » 

(0 Companions of the tree!) meaning the Companions who participated in the pledge of Ar- 
Ridwan (under the tree). In another narration, Al- 'Abbas cried, "0 Companions of Surat Al- 
Baqarah!" encouraging them to come back, so they returned from every direction. Also, during 
the battle of Al-Yamamah, against the army of Musaylimah the Liar, the Companions first 
retreated because of the huge number of soldiers in Musaylimah's army. The Muhajirun and the 
Ansar called out for each other, saying; "0 people of Surat Al-Baqarah!" Allah then gave them 
victory over their enemy, may Allah be pleased with all of the companions of all the 
Messengers of Allah. 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) (1. Alif Lam Mim). 

The Discussion of the Individual Letters 



The individual letters in the beginning of some Surahs are among those things whose knowledge 
Allah has kept only for Himself. This was reported from Abu Bakr, x Umar, ' Uthman, " Ali and 
Ibn Mas' ud. It was said that these letters are the names of some of the Surahs. It was also said 
that they are the beginnings that Allah chose to start the Surahs of the Qur'an with. Khasif 
stated that Mujahid said, "The beginnings of the Surahs, such as Qaf, Sad, Ta Sin Mim and Alif 
Lam Ra, are just some letters of the alphabet." Some linguists also stated that they are letters 
of the alphabet and that Allah simply did not cite the entire alphabet of twenty-eight letters. 
For instance, they said, one might say, "My son recites Alif, Ba, Ta, Tha... " he means the 
entire alphabet although he stops before mentioning the rest of it. This opinion was mentioned 
by Ibn Jarir. 



The Letters at the Beginning of Surahs 

If one removes the repetitive letters, then the number of letters mentioned at the beginning of 
the Surahs is fourteen: Alif, Lam, Mim, Sad, Ra, Kaf, Ha, Ya, ' Ayn, Ta, Sn, Ha, Qaf, Nun. 

So glorious is He Who made everything subtly reflect His wisdom. 

Moreover, the scholars said, "There is no doubt that Allah did not reveal these letters for jest 
and play." Some ignorant people said that some of the Qur'an does not mean anything, 
(meaning, such as these letters) thus committing a major mistake. On the contrary, these 
letters carry a specific meaning. Further, if we find an authentic narration leading to the 
Prophet that explains these letters, we will embrace the Prophet's statement. Otherwise, we 
will stop where we were made to stop and will proclaim, 



(We believe in it; all of it (clear and unclear verses) is from our Lord) (3:7). 

The scholars did not agree on one opinion or explanation regarding this subject. Therefore, 
whoever thinks that one scholar's opinion is correct, he is obliged to follow it, otherwise it is 
better to refrain from making any judgment on this matter. Allah knows best. 



These Letters testify to the Miraculous Qur'an 

The wisdom behind mentioning these letters in the beginning of the Surahs, regardless of the 
exact meanings of these letters, is that they testify to the miracle of the Qur'an. Indeed, the 
servants are unable to produce something like the Qur'an, although it is comprised of the same 
letters with which they speak to each other. This opinion was mentioned by Ar-Razi in his Tafsir 
who related it to Al-Mubarrid and several other scholars. Al-Qurtubi also related this opinion to 
Al-Farra' and Qutrub. Az-Zamakhshari agreed with this opinion in his book, Al-Kashshaf. In 
addition, the Imam and scholar Abu AI-' Abbas Ibn Taymiyyah and our Shaykh Al-Hafiz Abu Al- 
Hajjaj Al-Mizzi agreed with this opinion. Al-Mizzi told me that it is also the opinion of Shaykh 
Al-lslam Ibn Taymiyyah. KAz-Zamakhshari said that these letters, "Were not all mentioned once 
in the beginning of the Qur'an. Rather, they were repeated so that the challenge (against the 
creation) is more daring. Smilarly, several stories were mentioned repeatedly in the Qur'an, 



and also the challenge was repeated in various areas (i.e., to produce something like the 
Qur'an). Sometimes, one letter at a time was mentioned, such as Sad, Nun and Qaf. Sometimes 
two letters were mentioned, such as 



(Ha Mim) (44:1) Sometimes, three letters were mentioned, such as, 



(Alif Lam Mim (2: 1)) and four letters, such as, 



fAlif Lam Mim Ra) (13:1), and 



(Alif Lam Mim Sad) (7:1). 

Sometimes, five letters were mentioned, such as, 



(Kaf HaYa^AynSad) (19:1), and; 



(Ha Mim. ^Ayn Sin Qaf) (42:1-2). 

This is because the words that are used in speech are usually comprised of one, two, three, 
four, or five letters." 

Every Surah that begins with these letters demonstrates the Qur'an's miracle and magnificence, 
and this fact is known by those well-versed in such matters. The count of these Surahs is 
twenty-nine. For instance, Allah said, 



(Alif Lam Mim) This isthe Book (the Qur'an), wherein there is no doubt (2:1-2), 



(Alif Lam Mim. Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), Al- 
Hayyul-Qayyuum (the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists). It is He 
Who has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) to you (Muhammad ) with truth, confirming what 
came before it.) (3:1-3), and, 



(Alif Lam Mim Sad. (This isthe) Book (the Qur'an) sent down unto you (O Muhammad ), so let 
not your breast be narrow therefrom) (7:1-2). 

Also, Allah said, 



(Alif Lam Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you (0 Muhammad ) in order that 
you might lead mankind out of darkness (of disbelief and polytheism) into the light (of belief in 
the Oneness of Allah and Islamic Monotheism) by their Lord's leave) (14:1), 



(Alif Lam Mim. The revelation of the Book (this Qur'an) in which there is no doubt, is from the 
Lord of the * Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists)!) (32:1-2), 



(Ha Mim. A revelation from (Allah) the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) (41:1-2), and, 



(Ha Mim. ' Ain Sn Qaf. Likewise Allah, the Almighty, the Wise sends revelation to you (0 
Muhammad ) as (He sent revelation to) those before you.) (42:1-3). 

There are several other Ayat that testify to what we have mentioned above, and Allah knows 
best. 



(2. That is Book in which there is no Rayb, guidance for the Muttaqin). 

There is no Doubt in the Qur'an 

The Book, is the Qur'an, and Rayb means doubt. As-Suddi said that Abu Malik and Abu Salih 
narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, and Murrah Al-Hamadani narrated from Ibn Mas' ud and several other 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah that, 



(In which there is no Rayb), means about which there is no doubt. Abu Ad-Darda', Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, NafT ' Ata', Abu AI-'Aliyah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Muqatil 
bin Hayyan, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Isma'il bin Abi Khalid said similarly. In addition, Ibn Abi 
Hatim said, "I do not know of any disagreement over this explanation." The meaning of this is 
that the Book, the Qur'an, is without a doubt revealed from Allah. Similarly, Allah said in Surat 
As- Sajdah, 



(Alif Lam Mim). The revelation of the Book (this Qur'an) in which there is no doubt, is from the 
Lord of all that exists) (32:1-2). 

Some scholars stated that this Ayah - 2:2 - contains a prohibition meaning, "Do not doubt the 
Qur'an." Furthermore, some of the reciters of the Qur'an pause upon reading, 



(there is no doubt) and they then continue; 



(in which there is guidance for the Muttaqin (the pious and righteous persons)). However, it is 
better to pause at, 



(in which there is no doubt) because in this case, 



(guidance) becomes an attribute of the Qur'an and carries a better meaning than, 



(in which there is guidance). 

Guidance is granted to Those Who have Taqwa 

Hidayah - correct guidance - is only granted to those who have Taqwa - fear of Allah. Allah 
said, 



(Say: It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (the Qur'an) is blindness for them. They are those 
who are called from a place far away (so they neither listen nor understand)) (41:44), and, 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe (in 
Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and it increases the Zalimin (wrongdoers) in nothing but 
loss) (17:82). 

This is a sample of the numerous Ayat indicating that the believers, in particular, benefit from 
the Qur'an. That is because the Qur'an is itself a form of guidance, but the guidance in it is only 
granted to the righteous, just as Allah said, 



(0 mankind! There has come to you a good advice from your Lord (i. e. the Qur'an, enjoining all 
that is good and forbidding all that is evil), and a healing for that (disease of ignorance, doubt, 
hypocrisy and differences) which is in your breasts, a guidance and a mercy (explaining lawful 
and unlawful things) for the believers) (10:57). 

Ibn " Abbas and Ibn Mas' ud and other Companions of the Messenger of Allah said, 



(guidance for the Muttaqin (the pious and righteous persons), means, a light for those who have 
Taqwa. 

The Meaning of Al- Muttaqin 

Ibn " Abbas said about, 



(guidance for the Muttaqin) that it means, "They are the believers who avoid Shirk with Allah 
and who work in His obedience." Ibn ' Abbas also said that Al-Muttaqin means, "Those who fear 
Allah's punishment, which would result if they abandoned the true guidance that they 
recognize and know. They also hope in Allah's mercy by believing in what He revealed." 
Further, Qatadah said that, 



(Al-Muttaqin), are those whom Allah has described in His statement; 



(Who believe in the Ghayb and perform the Salah) (2:3), and the following Ayat. Ibn Jarir 
stated that the Ayah (2:2) includes all of these meanings that the scholars have mentioned, and 
this is the correct view. Also, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah narrated that ' Atiyah As-Sa* di said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(The servant will not acquire the status of the Muttaqin until he abandons what is harmless out 
of fear of falling into that which is harmful.) At-Tirmidhi then said "Hasan Gharib." 

There are Two Types of Hidayah (Guidance) 

Huda here means the faith that resides in the heart, and only Allah is able to create it in the 
heart of the servants. Allah said, 



(Verily, you (O Muhammad ) guide not whom you like) (28:56), 



(Not upon you (Muhammad ) istheir guidance) (2:272), 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him) (7:186), and, 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right path)) (18:17). 



Huda also meansto explain the truth, give direction and lead to it. Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(And verily, you (O Muhammad ) are indeed guiding (mankind) to the straight path (i.e. Allah's 
religion of Islamic Monotheism)) (42: 52), 



(You are only a warner, and to every people there is a guide) (13:7), and, 



(And as for Thamud, We showed and made clear to them the path of truth (Islamic 
Monotheism) through Our Messenger (i.e. showed them the way of success), but they preferred 
blindness to guidance) (41:17). 

testifying to this meaning. 

Also, Allah said, 



(And shown him the two ways (good and evil).) (90:10) 

This is the view of the scholars who said that the two ways refer to the paths of righteousness 
and evil, which is also the correct explanation. And Allah knows best. 



Meaning of Taqwa 

The root meaning of Taqwa is to avoid what one dislikes. It was reported that ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab asked Ubayy bin Ka' b about Taqwa. Ubayy said, "Have you ever walked on a path that 
has thorns on it" x Umar said, "Yes." Ubayy said, "What did you do then" He said, "I rolled up my 
sleeves and struggled." Ubayy said, "That isTaqwa." 



(3. Those Who have faith in the Ghayb). 

The Meaning of Iman 

Abu J a' far Ar-Razi said that AI-' Ala' bin Al-Musayyib bin RafT narrated from Abu Ishaq that Abu 
Al-Ahwas said that 'Abdullah said, "Iman is to trust.". Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
' Abbas said, 



(who have faith) meansthey trust. Also, Ma* mar said that Az-Zuhri said, "Iman isthe deeds." In 
addition, Abu Ja'far Ar-Razi said that Ar-RabT bin Anas said that, 'They have faith', means, 
they fear (Allah). 

Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari) commented, "The prefered view is that they be described as having faith 
in the Unseen by the tongue, deed and creed. In this case, fear of Allah is included in the 
general meaning of Iman, which necessitates following deeds of the tongue by implementation. 
Hence, Iman is a general term that includes affirming and believing in Allah, His Books and His 
Messengers, and realizing this affirmation through adhering to the implications of what the 
tongue utters and affirms." 

Linguistically, in the absolute sense, Iman merely means trust, and it is used to mean that 
sometimes in the Qur'an, for instance, Allah the Exalted said, 



(He trusts (yu'minu) in Allah, and trusts (yu'minu) in the believers.) (9: 61; 
Prophet Yusuf's brothers said to their father, 



(But you will never believe us even when we speak the truth) (12:17). 

Further, the word Iman is sometimes mentioned along with deeds, such as Allah said, 



(Save those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous deeds) (95:6). 

However, when Iman is used in an unrestricted manner, it includes beliefs, deeds, and 
statements of the tongue. We should state here that Iman increases and decreases. 



There are many narrations and Hadithson this subject, and we discussed them in the beginning 
of our explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, all favors are from Allah. Some scholars explained that 
Iman means Khashyah (fear of Allah). For instance, Allah said; 



(Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen (i.e. they do not see Him, nor His punishment in the 
Hereafter)) (67:12), and, 



(Who feared the Most Gracious (Allah) in the Ghayb (unseen) and brought a heart turned in 
repentance (to Him and absolutely free from every kind of polytheism)) (50: 33). 

Fear is the core of Iman and knowledge, just as Allah the Exalted said, 



(It is only those who have knowledge among His servants that fear Allah) (35:28). 



The Meaning of Al-Ghayb 

As for the meaning of Ghayb here, the Salaf have different explanations of it, all of which are 
correct, indicating the same general meaning. For instance, Abu J a' far Ar-Razi quoted Ar-Rabr 
bin Anas, reporting from Abu AI-" Aliyah about Allah's statement, i 



((Those who) have faith in the Ghayb), "They believe in Allah, His angels, Books, Messengers, 
the Last Day, His Paradise, Fire and in the meeting with Him. They also believe in life after 
death and in Resurrection. All of this isthe Ghayb." Qatadah bin DP amah said similarly. 

Sa' id bin Mansur reported from x Abdur-Rahman bin Yazid who said, "We were sitting with 
" Abdullah bin Mas' ud when we mentioned the Companions of the Prophet and their deeds 
being superior to our deeds. 'Abdullah said, 'The matter of Muhammad was clear for those 
who saw him. By He other than Whom there is no God, no person will ever acquire a better 
type of faith than believing in Al-Ghayb.' He then recited, 



(Alif Lam Mim. This is the Book, wherein there is no doubt, a guidance for the Muttaqin. Those 
who believe in the Ghayb), until, 



(the successful). " Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Marduwyah and Al-Hakim, in his Mustadrak, recorded this 
Hadith. Al-Hakim commented that this Hadith is authentic and that the Two Shaykhs - Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim - did not collect it, although it meetstheir criteria. 

Ahmad recorded a Hadith with similar meaning from Ibn Muhayriz who said: I said to Abu 
Jumu'ah, "Narrate a Hadith for us that you heard from the Messenger of Allah." He said, "Yes. I 
will narrate a good Hadith for you. Once we had lunch with the Messenger of Allah . Abu 
' Ubaydah, who was with us, said, '0 Messenger of Allah! Are people better than us We 
embraced Islam with you and performed Jihad with you.' He said, 



« » 

(Yes, those who will come after you, who will believe in me although they did not see me.)" 

This Hadith has another route collected by Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah in hisTafsir, from Salih bin 
Jubayr who said: 'Abu Jumu' ah Al-Ansari, the Companion of the Messenger of Allah , came to 
Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) to perform the prayer. Raja' bin Haywah was with us, so when Abu 
Jumu' ah finished, we went out to greet him. When he was about to leave, he said, "You have a 
gift and a right. I will narrate a Hadith for you that I heard from the Messenger of Allah. " We 
said, "Do so, and may Allah grant you mercy." He said, "We were with the Messenger of Allah, 
ten people including Mu' adh bin Jabal. We said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Are there people who 
will acquire greater rewards than us We believed in Allah and followed you.' He said, 



» 



« 

(What prevents you from doing so, while the Messenger of Allah is among you, bringing you the 
revelation from heaven There are people who will come after you and who will be given a book 



between two covers (the Qur'an), and they will believe in it and implement its commands. They 
have a greater reward than you, even twice as much.)" 



(And perform Salah, and spend out of what we have provided for them) 

Meaning of Iqamat As-Salah 

Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(And perform the Salah), means, "Perform the prayer with all of the obligations that 
accompany it." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Iqamat As-Salah means to complete the 
bowings, prostrations, recitation, humbleness and attendance for the prayer." Qatadah said, 
"Iqamat As-Salah means to preserve punctuality, and the ablution, bowings, and prostrations of 
the prayer." Muqatil bin Hayyan said Iqamat As-Salah means "To preserve punctuality for it, as 
well as completing ones purity for it, and completing the bowings, prostrations, recitation of 
the Qur'an, Tashahhud and blessings for the Prophet . This is Iqamat As-Salah." 

The Meaning of "Spending" in this Ayah 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(And spend out of what We have provided for them) means, "The Zakah due on their wealth." 
As-Suddi said that Abu Malik and Abu Salih narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, as well as Murrah from 
Ibn Mas' ud and other Companions of the Messenger of Allah , that, 



(And spend out of what We have provided for them) means, "A man's spending on his family. 
This was before the obligation of Zakah was revealed." Juwaybir narrated from Ad-Dahhak, 
"General spending (in charity) was a means of drawing nearer to Allah, according to one's 
discretion and capability. Until the obligation of charity was revealed in the seven Ayat of 
Surat Bara'ah (chapter 9), were revealed. These abrogated the previous case." 

In many instances, Allah mentioned prayer and spending wealth together. Prayer is a right of 
Allah as well as a form of worshipping Him. It includes singling Him out for one's devotion, 
praising Him, glorifying Him, supplicating to Him, invoking Him, and it displays one's 
dependence upon Him. Spending is form of kindness towards creatures by giving them what will 
benefit them, and those people most deserving of this charity are the relatives, the wife, the 



servants and then the rest of the people. So all types of required charity and required spending 
are included in Allah's saying, 



(And spend out of what we have provided for them). The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn ' Umar 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Islam is built upon five (pillars): Testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing the prayer, giving Zakah, 
fasting Ramadan and Hajj to the House.) 

There are many other Hadiths on this subject. 

The Meaning of Salah 

In the Arabic language, the basic meaing of Salah is supplication. In religiousterminology, Salah 
is used to refer to the acts of bowing and prostration, the remaining specified acts associated 
with it, specificed at certain times, with those known conditions, and the characteristics, and 
requirements that are well-known about it. 



(4. And who have faith in what is revealed to you and in what was revealed before you, and in 
the Hereafter they are certain.) 

Ibn " Abbas said that, 



(And who have faith in what is revealed to you and in what was revealed before you.) means, 
"They believe in what Allah sent you with, and in what the previous Messengers were sent with, 
they do not distinguish between (believing) them, nor do they reject what they brought from 
their Lord." 



(And in the Hereafter they are certain) that is the resurrection, the standing (on the Day of 
Resurrection), Paradise, the Fire, the reckoning and the the Scale that weighs the deeds (the 
Mizan). The Hereafter is so named because it comes after this earthly life. 

Attributes of the Believers 

The people described here (2:4) are those whom Allah described in the preceding Ayah, 



(Those who have faith in the Ghayb and perform Salah, and spend out of what we have 
provided for them.) 

Mujahid once stated, "Four Ayat at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah describe the believers, 
two describe the disbelievers, and thirteen describe the hypocrites." The four Ayat mentioned 
in this statement are general and include every believer, whether an Arab, non-Arab, or a 
person of a previous Scripture, whether they are Jinns or humans. All of these attributes 
complement each other and require the existence of the other attributes. For instance, it is 
not possible that one believes in the Unseen, performs the prayer and gives Zakah without 
believing in what the Messenger of Allah and the previous Messengers were sent with. The same 
with certainty in the Hereafter, this is not correct without that, for Allah has commanded the 
believers, 



(0 you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger, and the Book (the Qur'an) which He 
has revealed to the Messenger, and the Book which He sent own to those before (him)) (4:136), 



(And argue not with the People of the Book, unless it be in (a way) that is better, except with 
such of them as do wrong; and say (to them): "We believe in that which has been revealed to 
us and revealed to you; our llah (God) and your llah (God) is One (i.e. Allah)') (29:46), 



(0 you who have been given the Book (Jews and Christians)! Believe in what We have revealed 
(to Muhammad ) confirming what is (already) with you) (4:47), and, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "O People of the Book (Jews and Christians)! You have nothing until you 
act according to the Tawrah (Torah), the Injil (Gospel), and what has (now) been revealed to 
you from your Lord (the Qur'an).") (5:68). 

Also, Allah the Exalted described the believers; 



(The Messenger (Muhammad ) believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, and (so 
do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. (They 
say,) "We make no distinction between any of His Messengers") (2: 285), and, 



(And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no distinction between any of 
them (Messengers)) (4:152), 

This is a sample of the Ayat that indicate that the true believers all believe in Allah, His 
Messengers and His Books. 

The faithful among the People of the Book, have a special significance here, since they believe 
in their Books and in all of the details related to that, so when such people embrace Islam and 
sincerely believe in the details of the religion, then they will get two rewards. As for the 
others, they can only believe in the previous religious teachings in a general way. For instance, 
the Prophet stated, 



» 



« 

(When the People of the Book narrate to you, neither reject nor affirm what they say. Rather, 
say, 'We believe in what was revealed to us and what was revealed to you.') 

However, the faith that many Arabs have in the religion of Islam as it was revealed to 
Muhammad might be more complete, encompassing and firmer than the faith of the People of 
the Book who embraced Islam. Therefore, if the believers in Islam among the People of the 
Book gain two rewards, other Muslims who have firmer Islamic faith might gain an equal reward 
that compares to the two the People of the Book gain (upon embracing Islam). And Allah knows 
best. 



(5. They are on guidance from their Lord, and they are the successful.) 

Guidance and Success are awarded to the Believers 

Allah said, 



(They are) refers to those who believe in the Unseen, establish the prayer, spend from what 
Allah has granted them, believe in what Allah has revealed to the Messenger and the 
Messengers before him, believe in the Hereafter with certainty, and prepare the necessary 
requirements for the Hereafter by performing good deeds and avoiding the prohibitions. Allah 
then said, 



(On guidance) meaning, they are (following) a light, guidance, and have insight from Allah, 



(And they are the successful) meaning, in this world and the Hereafter. They shall have what 
they seek and be saved from the evil that they tried to avoid. Therefore, they will have 
rewards, eternal life in Paradise, and safety from the torment that Allah has prepared for His 
enemies. 



-(6. Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to them whether you warn them or do not warn 
them, they will not believe.) 

Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve) meaning, covered the truth and hid it. Snce Allah has written 
that they would do so, it does not matter if you (0 Muhammad ) warn them or not, they would 
still have disbelieved in what you were sent with. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Truly, those against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment) (10:96-97). 

About the rebellious People of the Book, Allah said, 



(And even if you were to bring to the People of the Book (Jews and Christians) all the Ayat, 
they would not follow your Qiblah (prayer direction)) (2:5). 

These Ayat indicate that whomever Allah has written to be miserable, they shall never find 
anyone to guide them to happiness, and whomever Allah directs to misguidance, he shall never 
find anyone to guide him. 3d do not pity them - Muhammad - deliver the Message to them. 
Certainly, whoever among them accepts the Message, then he shall gain the best rewards. As 
for those who turn away in rejection, do not feel sad for them or concerned about them, for 



(Your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us isthe reckoning) (13: 40), and, 



(But you are only awarner. And Allah is a Wakil (Disposer of affairs, Trustee, Guardian) over all 
things) (11:12). 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve, it isthe same to them whether you (O Muhammad ) warn them 
or do not warn them, they will not believe) "That the Messenger of Allah was eager for all the 
people to believe and follow the guidance he was sent with. Allah informed him that none 
would believe except for those whom He decreed happiness for in the first place, and none 
would stray except those who Allah has decreed to do so in the first place." 



(7. Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing, and on their eyes there is a 
covering. Theirs will be a great torment). 

Meaning of Khatama 

As-Suddi said that, 



(Khatama Allah) means, "Allah has sealed." Qatadah said that this Ayah means, "Shaytan 
controlled them when they obeyed him. Therefore, Allah sealed their hearts, hearing and sight, 
and they could neither see the guidance nor hear, comprehend or understand." Ibn Jurayj said 
that Mujahid said, 



(Allah has set a seal on their hearts), "A stamp. It occurs when sin resides in the heart and 
surrounds it from all sides, and this submersion of the heart in sin constitutes a stamp, meaning 
a seal." Ibn Jurayj also said that the seal is placed on the heart and the hearing. In addition, 
Ibn Jurayj said, that " Abdullah bin Kathir narrated that Mujahid said, "The stain is not as bad as 
the stamp, the stamp is not as bad as the lock which is the worst type." Al-A' mash said, 
"Mujahid demonstrated with his hand while saying, 'They used to say that the heart is just like 
this - meaning the open palm. When the servant commits a sin, a part of the heart will be 
rolled up - and he rolled up his index finger. When the servant commits another sin, a part of 
the heart will be rolled up' - and he rolled up another finger, until he rolled up all of his 
fingers. Then he said, 'Then, the heart will be sealed.' Mujahid also said that this is the 
description of the Ran (refer to 83:14)." 

Al-Qurtubi said, "The Ummah has agreed that Allah has described Himself with sealing and 
closing the hearts of the disbelievers, as a punishment for their disbelief. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief) (4:155)." 

He then mentioned the Hadith about changing the hearts, (in which the Prophet supplicated), 

« » 



(0 You Who changes the hearts, make our hearts firm on Your religion.) 

He also mentioned the Hadith by Hudhayfah recorded in the Sahih, in which the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The Fitan (trials, tests) are offered to the hearts, just as the straws that are sewn into a 
woven mat, one after another. Any heart that accepts the Fitan, then a black dot will be 
engraved on it. Any heart that rejects the Fitan, then a white dot will be engraved on it. The 
hearts will therefore become two categories: white, just like the barren rock; no Fitnah shall 
ever harm this category as long as the heavens and earth still exist. Another category is black, 
just as the cup that is turned upside down, for this heart does not recognize righteousness or 
renounce evil. ) 

Ibn Jarir said, "The truth regarding this subject is what the authentic Hadith from the 
Messenger of Allah stated. Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



(When the believer commits a sin, a black dot will be engraved on his heart. If he repents, 
refrains and regrets, his heart will be polished again. If he commits more errors, the dots will 
increase until they cover his heart. This isthe Ran (stain) that Allah described, 



(Nay! But on their hearts isthe Ran (stain) which they used to earn)" (83:14). 

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said that it is Hasan 
Sahih. 

The Meaning of Ghishawah 

Reciting the Ayah, 



(Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing), then pausing, then continuing with, 



(And on their eyes there is a Ghishawah (covering)) is accurate, for the stamp is placed on the 
heart and the hearing while the Ghishawah, the covering, is appropriately placed on the eyes. 
In his Tafsir, As-Suddi said that Ibn 'Abbas and Ibn Mas' ud said about Allah's statement, 



(Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing), "3d that they neither understand nor 
hear. Allah also said that He placed a covering on their sight, meaning eyes, and so, they do 
not see." 

The Hypocrites 

We mentioned that four Ayat in the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah described the believers. The 
two last Ayat (2:6-7) describe the disbelievers. Afterwards, Allah begins to describe the 
hypocrites who show belief and hide disbelief. Since the matter of the hypocrites is vague and 
many people do not realize their true reality, Allah mentioned their description in detail. Each 
of the characteristics that Allah used to described them with is a type of hypocrisy itself. Allah 
revealed Surat Bara'ah (chapter 9) and Surat Al-Munafiqun (chapter 63) about the hypocrites. 
He also mentioned the hypocrites in Surat An-Nur (24) and other Surahs, so that their 
description would be known and their ways and errors could be avoided. Allah said, 



(8. And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in 
fact they do not believe). (9. They try to deceive Allah and those who believe, while they only 
deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not!) 



Meaning of Nifaq 

Nifaq means to show conformity - or agreement - and to conceal evil. Nifaq has several types: 
Nifaq in the creed that causes its people to reside in Hell for eternity, and Nifaq in deed, which 
is one of the major sins, as we will explain soon, Allah willing. Ibn Jurayj said of the hypocrite 
that, "His actual deeds are different from what he publicizes, what he conceals is different 
from what he utters, his entrance and presence are not the same as his exit and absence." 



The Beginning of Hypocrisy 



The revelations about the characteristics of the hypocrites were revealed in Al- Mad in ah, this is 
because there were no hypocrites in Makkah. Rather the opposite was the situation in Makkah, 
since some people were forced to pretend that they were disbelievers, while their hearts 
concealed their faith. Afterwards, the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al-Madinah, where the 
Ansar from the tribes of Aws and Khazraj resided. They used to worship idols during the pre- 
Islamic period of ignorance, just as the rest of the Arab idolators. Three Jewish tribes resided 
in Al-Madinah, Banu Qaynuqa' -allies of Al-Khazraj, Banu An-Nadir and Banu Qurayzah-allies of 
the Aws. Many members of the Aws and Khazraj tribes embraced Islam. However, only a few 
Jews embraced Islam, such as ' Abdullah bin Salam. During the early stage in Al-Madinah, there 
weren't any hypocrites because the Muslims were not strong enough to be feared yet. On the 
contrary, the Messenger of Allah conducted peace treaties with the Jews and several other 
Arab tribes around Al-Madinah. Soon after, the battle of Badr occurred and Allah gave victory 
to Islam and its people. ' Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul was a leader in Al-Madinah. He was Al- 
Khazraj 's chief, and during the period of Jahiliyyah he was the master of both tribes - Aws and 
Khazraj. They were about to appoint him their king when the Message reached Al-Madinah, and 
many in Al-Madinah embraced Islam. Ibn Salul's heart was filled with hatred against Islam and 
its people. When the battle of Badr took place, he said, "Allah's religion has become apparent." 
So he pretended to be Muslim, along with many of those who were just like him, as well as 
many among the People of the Book. It was then that hypocrisy began in Al-Madinah and among 
the surrounding nomad tribes. As for the Emigrants, none of them were hypocrites, since they 
emigrated willingly (seeking the pleasure of Allah). Rather, when a Muslim would emigrate 
from Makkah, he would be forced to abandon all of his wealth, offspring and land; he would do 
so seeking Allah's reward in the Hereafter. 



The Tafsir of Ayah 2:8 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in fact 
they do not believe) "This refers to the hypocrites among the Aws and Khazraj and those who 
behaved as they did." 

This is how Abu AI-' Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi explained this Ayah. Allah revealed 
the characteristics of the hypocrites, so that the believers would not be deceived by their 
outer appearance, thus saving the believers from a great evil. Otherwise, the believers might 
think that the hypocrites were believers, when in reality they are disbelievers. To consider the 
sinners as righteous people is extremely dangerous, Allah said, 



(And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in fact 
they do not believe) meaning, they utter these false statements only with their tongues, just as 
Allah said, 



(When the hypocrites come to you (0 Muhammad ), they say: "We bear witness that you are 
indeed the Messenger of Allah." Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger) (63:1). 

This Ayah means that the hypocrites utter these statements only when they meet you, not 
because they actually believe what they are saying. The hypocrites emphasize their belief in 
Allah and the Last Day with their words, when that is not the case in reality. Therefore, Allah 
stated that the hypocrites lie in their testimony of creed, when He said, 



(And Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are indeed liars.) (63:1), and, 



(while in fact they believe not) 
Allah said, 



(They try to deceive Allah and those who believe). The hypocrites show belief outwardly while 
concealing disbelief. They think that by doing this, they will mislead Allah, or that the 
statements they utter will help them with Allah, and this is an indication of their total 
ignorance. They think that such behavior will deceive Allah, just as it might deceive some of 
the believers. Similarly, Allah said, 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they 
swear to you. And they think that they have something (to stand upon). Verily, they are liars!) 
(58:18). aHence, Allah refuted their way by saying, 



(While they only deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not!) Allah stated that the hypocrites 
only deceive themselves by this behavior, although they are unaware of this fact. Allah also 
said, 



(Verily, the hypocritestry to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceivesthem) (4:142). 
Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibn Jurayj commented on Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them), "The hypocrites 
pronounce, 'There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah' seeking to ensure the sanctity of 
their blood and money, all the while concealing disbelief ."Sa^ id said that Qatadah said, 



(And of mankind, there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day" while in fact 
they believe not. They try to deceive Allah and those who believe, while they only deceive 
themselves, and perceive (it) not!) "This is the description of a hypocrite. He is devious, he 
says the truth with his tongue and defies it with his heart and deeds. He wakes up in a 
condition other than the one he goes to sleep in, and goes to sleep in a different condition than 
the one he wakes up in. He changes his mind just like a ship that moves about whenever a wind 
blows." 



(10. In their hearts is a disease and Allah has increased their disease. A painful torment is 
theirs because they used to tell lies.) 



The Meaning of ' Disease' in this Ayah 

As-Suddi narrated from Abu Malik and (also) from Abu Salih, from Ibn 'Abbas, and (also) Murrah 
Al-Hamdani from Ibn Mas' ud and other Companions that this Ayah, 



(In their hearts is a disease) means, ' doubt', and, 



(And Allah has increased their disease) also means 'doubt'. Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, Abu AI-' Aliyah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and Qatadah also said similarly. ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam commented on, 



(In their hearts is a disease), "A disease in the religion, not a physical disease. They are the 
hypocrites and the disease isthe doubt that they brought to Islam. 



(And Allah has increased their disease) meaning, increased them in shameful behavior." He also 
recited, 



(As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they rejoice. But as for those in 
whose hearts is a disease, it will add disgrace to their disgrace.) (9:124-125) and commented, 
"Evil to their evil and deviation to their deviation." This statement by ' Abdur-Rahman is true, 
and it constitutes a punishment that is compatible to the sin, just as the earlier scholars 
stated. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their guidance and grants them their 
piety) (47:17). 

Allah said next, 



(Because they used to tell lies). The hypocrites have two characteristics, they lie and they deny 
the Unseen. 

The scholars who stated that the Prophet knew the hypocrites of his time have only the Hadith 
of Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman as evidence. In it the Prophet gave him the names of fourteen 
hypocrites during the battle of Tabuk. These hypocrites plotted to assassinate the Prophet 
during the night on a hill in that area. They planned to excite the Prophet's camel, so that she 
would throw him down the hill. Allah informed the Prophet about their plot, and the Prophet 
told Hudhayfah their names. 



As for the other hypocrites, Allah said about them, 



(And among the bedouins around you, some are hypocrites, and so are some among the people 
of Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you (0 Muhammad ) know them not, We know them) 
(9:101), and, 



(If the hypocrites, and those in whose hearts is a disease, and those who spread false news 
among the people in Al-Madinah do not cease, We shall certainly let you overpower them, then 
they will not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a little while. Accursed, they shall be 
seized wherever found, and killed with a (terrible) slaughter) (33:60-61). 

These Ayat prove that the Prophet was not informed about each and everyone among the 
hypocrites of his time. Rather, the Prophet was only informed about their characteristics, and 
he used to assume that some people possessed these characteristics. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Had We willed, We could have shown them to you, and you should have known them by their 
marks; but surely, you will know them by the tone of their speech!) (47:30). 

The most notorious hypocrite at that time was ' Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul; Zayd bin Arqam - 
the Companion - gave truthful testimony to that effect. In addition, ' Umar bin Al-Khattab once 
mentioned the matter of Ibn Salul to the Prophet , who said, 



» 
« 

(I would not like the Arabs to say to each other that Muhammad is killing his Companions.) 

Yet, when Ibn Salul died, the Prophet performed the funeral prayer for him and attended his 
funeral just as he used to do with other Muslims. It was recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet 
said, 

« » 

(I was given the choice (to pray for him or not), so I chose.) 
In another narration, the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(If I knew that by asking (Allah to forgive Ibn Salul) more than seventy times that He would 
forgive him, then I would do that.) 



(11. And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on the earth," they say: "We are only 
peacemakers.") (12. Verily, they are the ones who make mischief, but they perceive not.) 

Meaning of Mischief 

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi said that Ibn " Abbas and Ibn Mas' ud commented, 



(And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on the earth," they say: "We are only 
peacemakers.") "They are the hypocrites. As for, 



("Do not make mischief on the earth"), that is disbelief and acts of disobedience." Abu Ja' f ar 
said that Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that Abu Al-' Aliyah said that Allah's statement, 



(And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on the earth,"), means, "Do not commit 
acts of disobedience on the earth. Their mischief is disobeying Allah, because whoever disobeys 
Allah on the earth, or commands that Allah be disobeyed, he has committed mischief on the 
earth. Peace on both the earth and in the heavens is ensured (and earned) through obedience 
(to Allah)." Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Qatadah said similarly. 



Types of Mischief that the Hypocrites commit 

Ibn Jarir said, "The hypocrites commit mischief on earth by disobeying their Lord on it and 
continuing in the prohibited acts. They also abandon what Allah made obligatory and doubt His 
religion, even though He does not accept a deed from anyone except with faith in His religion 
and certainty of its truth. The hypocrites also lie to the believers by saying contrary to the 
doubt and hesitation their hearts harbor. They give as much aid as they can, against Allah's 
loyal friends, and support those who deny Allah, His Books and His Messengers. This is how the 
hypocrites commit mischief on earth, while thinking that they are doing righteous work on 
earth." 

The statement by Ibn Jarir is true, taking the disbelievers as friends is one of the categories of 
mischief on the earth. Allah said, 



(And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, if you do not do this (help each other), 
there will be turmoil and oppression on the earth, and great mischief.) (8:73), In this way Allah 
severed the loyalty between the believers and the disbelievers. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Do not take disbelievers as Awliya' (protectors or helpers or friends) 
instead of believers. Do you wish to offer Allah a manifest proof against yourselves) (4: 144). 

Allah then said, 



(Verily, the hyprocrites will be in the lowest depth of the Fire; no helper will you find for 
them) (4:145). 

Since the outward appearance of the hypocrite displays belief, he confuses the true believers. 
Hence, the deceitful behavior of the hypocrites is an act of mischief, because they deceive the 
believers by claiming what they do not believe in, and because they give support and loyalty to 
the disbelievers against the believers. 

If the hypocrite remains a disbeliever (rather than pretending to be Muslim), the evil that 
results from him would be less. Even better, if the hypocrite becomes sincere with Allah and 
makesthe statements that he utters conform to hisdeeds, he will gain success. Allah said, 



(And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on the earth," they say: "We are only 
peacemakers.") meaning, "We seek to be friends with both parties, the believers and the 
disbelievers, and to have peace with both parties." Smilarly, Muhammad bin Ishaq reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(And when it is said to them: "Do not make mischief on the earth," they say: "We are only 
peacemakers.") means, "We seek to make amends between the believers and the People of the 
Book. "Allah said, 



(Verily, they are the ones who make mischief, but they perceive not.). This Ayah means that 
the hypocrites' behavior, and their claim that it is for peace, is itself mischief, although in their 
ignorance, they do not see it to be mischief. 



(13. And when it is said to them: Believe as the people believe," They say: "Shall we believe as 
the fools have believed" Verily, they are the fools, but they do not know.) 

Allah said that if the hypocrites are told, 



("Believe as the people believe,"), meaning, 'Believe just as the believers believe in Allah, His 
angels, His Books, His Messengers, Resurrection after death, Paradise and Hellfire, etc. And 
obey Allah and His Messenger by heeding the commandments and avoiding the prohibitions.' Yet 
the hypocrites answer by saying, 



("Shall we believe as the fools have believed") they meant (may Allah curse the hypocrites) the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah . This is the same Tafsir given by Abu Al-' Aliyah and As- 
Suddi in his Tafsir, with a chain of narration to Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and other Companions. 
This is also the Tafsir of Ar-Rabr bin Anas and ~ Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. The 
hypocrites said, "Us and them having the same status, following the same path, while they are 
fools!" 'The fool' is the ignorant, simple-minded person who has little knowledge in areas of 
benefit and harm. This is why, according to the majority of the scholars, Allah used the term 
foolish to include children, when He said, 



(And do not give your property, which Allah has made a means of support for you, to the 
foolish) (4:5). 

Allah answered the hypocrites in all of these instances. For instance, Allah said here, 



(Verily, they are the fools). Allah thus affirmed that the hypocrites are indeed the fools, yet, 



(But they know not). Since they are so thoroughly ignorant, the hypocrites are unaware of their 
degree of deviation and ignorance, and such situation is more dangerous, a severer case of 
blindness, and further from the truth than one who is aware. 



(14. And when they meet those who believe, they say: "We believe," but when they are alone 
with their Shayatin (devils), they say: "Truly, we are with you; verily, we were but mocking.") 
(15. Allah mocks at them and leaves them increasing in their deviation to wander blindly.) 

The Hypocrites' Cunning and Deceit 

Allah said that when the hypocrites meet the believers, they proclaim their faith and pretend 
to be believers, loyalists and friends. They do this to misdirect, mislead and deceive the 
believers. The hypocrites also want to have a share of the benefits and gains that the believers 
might possibly acquire. Yet, 



(But when they are alone with their Shayatin), meaning, if they are alone with their devils, 
such as their leaders and masters among the rabbis of the Jews, hypocrites and idolators. 

Human and Jinn Devils 

Ibn Jarir said, "The devils of every creation are the mischievous among them. There are both 
human devils and Jinn devils. Allah said, 



(And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies Shayatin (devils) among mankind and 
Jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by way of deception)) 
(6:112). 



The Meaning of ' Mocking 

Allah said, 



(They say: "Truly, we are with you"). Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
the Ayah means, "We are with you, 



(Verily, we were but mocking), meaning, we only mock people (the believers) and deceive 
them." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(Verily, we were but mocking), means, "We (meaning the hypocrites) were mocking the 
Companions of Muhammad." Also, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Qatadah said similarly. Allah's 
statement, 



(Allah mocks at them and leaves them increasing in their deviation to wander blindly) answers 
the hypocrites and punishes them for their behavior. Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah mentioned 
what He will do to them on the Day of Resurrection, when He said, 



(On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let 
us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!" So a 
wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it 
will be torment.) (57:13), and, 



(And let not the disbelievers think that Our postponing of their punishment is good for them. 
We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness.) (3:178)." 

He then said, "This, and its like, is Allah's mockery of the hypocrites and the people of Shirk." 

The Hypocrites suffering for their Plots 

Allah stated that He will punish the hypocrites for their mockery, using the same terms to 
describe both the deed and its punishment, although the meaning is different. Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(The recompense for an offense is an offense equal to it; but whoever forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward is with Allah) (42:40), and, 



(Then whoever transgresses (the prohibition) against you, transgress likewise against him) 
(2:194). 

The first act is an act of injustice, while the second act is an act of justice. 3d both actions 
carry the same name, while being different in reality. This is how the scholars explain deceit, 
cunning and mocking when attributed to Allah in the Qur'an. Surely, Allah exacts revenge for 
certain evil acts with a punishment that is similar in nature to the act itself. We should affirm 
here that Allah does not do these things out of joyful play, according to the consensus of the 
scholars, but as a just form of punishment for certain evil acts. 



Meaning of ' Leaves them increasing in their deviation to wander 

blindly 

Allah said, 



(Allah mocks at them and leaves them increasing in their deviation to wander blindly). As-Suddi 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and several other Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
said that, 



(and leaves them increasing) means, He gives them respite. Also, Mujahid said, "He (causes 
their deviation) to increase." Allah said; 



(Do they think that by the wealth and the children with which We augment them. (That) We 
hasten to give them with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) (23:55-56). 

Ibn Jarir commented, "The correct meaning of this Ayah is 'We give them increase from the 
view of giving them respite and leaving them in their deviation and rebellion.' Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
in it the first time, and We shall leave them in their trespassto wander blindly). " (6:110). 

Tughyan used in this Ayah means to transgress the limits, just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, when the water Tagha (rose) beyond its limits, We carried you in the ship) (69:1 1). 

Also, Ibn Jarir said that the term 'Amah, in the Ayah means, 'deviation'. He also said about 
Allah's statement, 



(in their deviation to wander), "In the misguidance and disbelief that has encompassed them, 
causing them to be confused and unable to find a way out of it. This is because Allah has 
stamped their hearts, sealed them, and blinded their vision. Therefore, they do not recognize 
guidance or find the way out of their deviation." 



(16. These are they who have purchased error with guidance, so their commerce was profitless. 
And they were not guided.) 

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn 'Abbas and Ibn Mas' ud commented on; 



(These are they who have purchased error with guidance) saying it means, "They pursued 
misguidance and abandoned guidance. " Mujahid said, "They believed and then disbelieved," 
while Qatadah said, "They preferred deviation to guidance." Qatadah's statement is similar in 
meaning to Allah's statement about Thamud, 



(And as for Thamud, We granted them guidance, but they preferred blindness to guidance) 
(41:17). 

In summary, the statements that we have mentioned from the scholars of Tafsir indicate that 
the hypocrites deviate from the true guidance and prefer misguidance, substituting wickedness 
in place of righteousness. This meaning explains Allah's statement, 



(These are they who have purchased error with guidance), meaning, they exchanged guidance 
to buy misguidance. This meaning includes those who first believed, then later disbelieved, 
whom Allah described, 



(That is because they believed, and then disbelieved; therefore their hearts are sealed) (63:3). 

The Ayah also includes those who preferred deviation over guidance. The hypocrites fall into 
several categories. This is why Allah said, 



(So their commerce was profitless. And they were not guided), meaning their trade did not 
succeed nor were they righteous or rightly guided throughout all this. In addition, Ibn Jarir 
narrated that Qatadah commented on the Ayah, 



(So their commerce was profitless. And they were not guided), "By Allah! I have seen them 
leaving guidance for deviation, leaving the Jama' ah (the community of the believers) for the 
sects, leaving safety for fear, and the Sunnah for innovation." Ibn Abi Hatim also reported other 
similar statements. 



(17. Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire; then, when it illuminated all 
around him, Allah removed their light and left them in darkness. (So) they could not see). (18. 
They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to the right path).) 

The Example of the Hypocrites 

Allah likened the hypocrites when they bought deviation with guidance, thus acquiring utter 
blindness, to the example of a person who started a fire. When the fire was lit, and 
illumnitated the surrounding area, the person benefited from it and felt safe. Then the fire was 
suddenly extinguished. Therefore, total darkness covered this person, and he became unable to 
see anything or find his way out of it. Further, this person could not hear or speak and became 
so blind that even if there were light, he would not be able to see. This is why he cannot 
return to the state that he was in before this happened to him. Such is the case with the 
hypocrites who preferred misguidance over guidance, deviation over righteousness. This 
parable indicates that the hypocrites first believed, then disbelieved, just as Allah stated in 
other parts of the Qur'an. 

Allah's statement, 



(Allah removed their light) means, Allah removed what benefitsthem, and this isthe light, and 
He left them with what harmsthem, that is, the darkness and smoke. Allah said, 



(And left them in darkness), that is their doubts, disbelief and hypocrisy. 



((So) they could not see) meaning, they are unable to find the correct path or find its 
direction. In addition, they are, 



(deaf) and thus cannot hear the guidance, 



(dumb) and cannot utter the words that might benefit them, 



(and blind) in total darkness and deviation. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, it is not the eyesthat grow blind, but it isthe hearts which are in the breaststhat grow 
blind) (22:46) and this why they cannot get back to the state of guidance that they were in, 
since they sold it for misguidance. 



(19. Or like a rainstorm in the sky, bringing darkness, thunder, and lightning. They thrust their 
fingers in their ears to keep out the stunning thunderclap for fear of death. But Allah ever 
encompasses the disbelievers.) (20. The lightning almost snatches away their sight, whenever it 
flashes for them, they walk therein, and when darkness covers them, they stand still. And if 
Allah willed, He could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Certainly, Allah has power 
over all things.) 

Another Parable of the Hypocrites 



This is another parable which Allah gave about the hypocrites who sometimes know the truth 
and doubt it at other times. When they suffer from doubt, confusion and disbelief, their hearts 
are, 



(Like a Sayyib), meaning, "The rain", as Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, and several other Companions 
have confirmed as well as Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ata', Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah, ' Atiyah Al-' Awfi, " Ata' Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas. Ad-Dahhak said 
"It is the clouds." However, the most accepted opinion is that it means the rain that comes 
down during, 



(darkness), meaning, here, the doubts, disbelief and hypocrisy. 



(thunder) that shocks the hearts with fear. The hypocrites are usually full of fear and anxiety, 
just as Allah described them, 



(They think that every cry is against them) (63: 4), and, 



(They swear by Allah that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they are a people 
who are afraid. Should they find refuge, or caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn 
straightway thereto in a swift rush) (9:56-57). 



(The lightning), is in reference to the light of faith that is sometimes felt in the hearts of the 
hypocrites, 



(They thrust their fingers in their ears to keep out the stunning thunderclap for fear of death. 
But Allah ever encompasses the disbelievers), meaning, their cautiousness does not benefit 
them because they are bound by Allah's all-encompassing will and decision. Smilarly, Allah 
said, 



(Has the story reached you of two hosts. Of Fif awn (Pharaoh) and Thamud Nay! The 
disbelievers (persisted) in denying. And Allah encompasses them from behind!) (85:17-20). 

Allah then said, 



F(The lightning almost snatches away their sight) meaning, because the lightning is strong 
itself, and because their comprehension is weak and does not allow them to embrace the faith. 
Also, * AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(The lightning almost snatches away their sight), "The Qur'an mentioned almost all of the 
secrets of the hypocrites." ' Ali bin Abi Talhah also narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein), "Whenever the hypocrites acquire a share in 
the victories of Islam, they are content with this share. Whenever Islam suffers a calamity, 
they are ready to revert to disbelief.". Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And among mankind is he who worships Allah on the edge: If good befalls him, he is content 
with that.) (22:11). Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein, and when darkness covers them, they stand 
still), "They recognize the truth and speak about it. So their speech is upright, but when they 
revert to disbeleif, they again fall into confusion." This was also said by Abu AI-' Aliyah, Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, Ar-RabP bin Anas and As-Suddi, who narrated it from the 
Companions, and it is the most obvious and most correct view, and Allah knows best. 

Consequently, on the Day of Judgment, the believers will be given a light according to the 
degree of their faith. Some of them will gain light that illuminates over a distance of several 
miles, some more, some less. Some people's light will glow sometimes and be extinguished at 
other times. They will, therefore, walk on the Srat (the bridge over the Fire) in the light, 
stopping when it is extinguished. Some people will have no light at all, these are the hypocrites 
whom Allah described when He said, 



(On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let 
us get something from your light!" It will be said to them; "Go back to you rear! Then seek a 
light!") (57:13). 

Allah described the believers, 



(On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women their light running 
forward before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise)) (57:12), and, 



(The Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet (Muhammad ) and those who believe with 
him. Their Light will run forward before them and (with their Records Books of deeds) in their 
right hands. They will say: "Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us and do not put it off till we 
cross over the Srat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely and grant us forgiveness. Verily, 
You are Able to do all things") (66:8). 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that " Abdullah bin Mas' ud commented on, 



(Their Light will run forward before them), "They will pass on the Srat. according to their 
deeds. The light that some people have will be as big as a mountain, while the light of others 
will be as big as a date tree. The people who will have the least light are those whose index 
fingers will sometimes be lit and extinguished at other times." Ibn Abi Hatim also reported that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "Every person among the people of Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism) will gain a 
light on the Day of Resurrection. As for the hypocrite, his light will be extinguished. When the 
believers witness the hypocrite's light being extinguished, they will feel anxious. Hence, they 
will supplicate, 



(Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us)." Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim said, "On the Day of 
Resurrection, everyone who has embraced the faith will be given a light. When they arrive at 



the Srat, the light of the hypocrites will be extinguished. When the believers see this, they will 
feel anxious and supplicate, 



(Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us)." 

Types of Believers and Types of Disbelievers 



Consequently, there are several types of people. There are the believers whom the first four 
Ayat (2:2-5) in Surat Al-Baqarah describe. There are the disbelievers who were described in the 
next two Ayat. And there are two categories of hypocrites: the complete hypocrites who were 
mentioned in the parable of the fire, and the hesitant hypocrites, whose light of faith is 
sometimes lit and sometimes extinguished. The parable of the rain was revealed about this 
category, which is not as evil as the first category. 

This is similar to the parables that were given in Surat An-Nur (chapter 24). Like the example 
of the believer and the faith that Allah put in his heart, compared to a brightly illuminated 
lamp, just like a rising star. This is the believer, whose heart is built on faith and receiving its 
support from the divine legislation that was revealed to it, without any impurities or 
imperfections, as we will come to know, Allah willing. 

Allah gave a parable of the disbelievers who think that they have something, while in reality 
they have nothing; such people are those who have compounded ignorance. Allah said, 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks 
it to be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing) (24:39). 

Allah then gave the example of ignorant disbelievers, simple in their ignorance. He said; 



(Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness in a vast deep sea, overwhelmed by waves, 
topped by dark clouds, (layers of) darkness upon darkness: if a man stretches out his hand, he 
can hardly see it! And he for whom Allah has not appointed light, for him there is no light) 
(24:40). 

Therefore, Allah divided the camp of the disbelievers into two groups, advocates and followers. 
Allah mentioned these two groups in the beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, 



(And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge, and follows every 
rebellious (disobedient to Allah) Shaytan (devil) (devoid of every kind of good)) (22:3), and, 



(And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge or guidance, or a Book 
giving light (from Allah)) (22:8). 

Furthermore, Allah has divided the group of the believers in the beginning of Surat AI-WaqT ah 
(56) and at the end. He also divided them in Surat Al-lnsan (76) into two groups, the Sabiqun 
(those who preceded), they are the "near ones" (Muqaribun) and Ashab Al-Yamin (the 
companions of the right), and they are righteous (Abrar). 

In summary, these Ayat divide the believers into two categories, the near ones and righteous. 
Also, the disbelievers are of two types, advocates and followers. In addition, the hypocrites are 
divided into two types, pure hypocrites and those who have some hypocrisy in them. The Two 
Sahihs record that ' Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever has the following three (characteristics) will be a pure hypocrite, and whoever has 
one of the following three characteristics will have one characteristic of hypocrisy, unless and 



until he gives it up. Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie. Whenever he makes a covenant, he 
proves treacherous. Whenever he is entrusted, he breaches the trust) 

Hence, man might have both a part of faith and a part of hypocrisy, whether in deed, as this 
Hadith stipulates, or in the creed, asthe Ayah (2:20) stipulates. 

Types of Hearts 

Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Sa' id saying that the Messenger of Allah said 



» 



« 



(The hearts are four (types): polished as shiny asthe radiating lamp, a sealed heart with a knot 
tied around its seal, a heart that is turned upside down and a wrapped heart. As for the 
polished heart, it is the heart of the believer and the lamp is the light of faith. The sealed 
heart is the heart of the disbeliever. The heart that is turned upside down is the heart of the 
pure hypocrite, because he had knowledge but denied it. As for the wrapped heart, it is a heart 
that contains belief and hypocrisy. The example of faith in this heart, is the example of the 
herb that is sustained by pure water. The example of hypocrisy in it, is the example of an ulcer 
that thrives on puss and blood. Whichever of the two substances has the upper hand, it will 
have the upper hand on that heart). This Hadith hasaJayid Hasan (good) chain of narration. 

Allah said, 



(And if Allah willed, He would have taken away their hearing and their sight. Certainly, Allah 
has power over all things). Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on 
Allah's statement, 



(And if Allah willed, He would have taken away their hearing and their sight), "Because they 
abandoned the truth after they had knowledge in it." 



(Certainly, Allah has power over all things). Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah is able to punish or pardon 
His servants as He wills." Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah only described Himself with the ability to 
do everything in this Ayah as a warning to the hypocrites of His control over everything, and to 
inform them that His ability completely encompasses them and that He is able to take away 
their hearing and sight." 

Ibn Jarir and several other scholars of Tafsir stated that these two parables are about the same 
kind of hypocrite. So the ' or' mentioned in, 



(Or like a rainstorm from the sky) means' and', just as the Ayah, 



(And obey neither a sinner or a disbeliever among them). Therefore, ' or' in the Ayah includes a 
choice of using either example for the hypocrites. Also, Al-Qurtubi said that 'or' means, "To 
show compatibility of the two choices, just as when one says, 'St with Al-Hasan or Ibn Srin.' 
According to the view of Az-Zamakhshari, ' so it means each of these persons is the same as the 
other, so you may sit with either one of them.' The meaning of 'or' thus becomes 'either.' 
Allah gave these two examples of the hypocrites, because they both perfectly describe them." 

I (Ibn Kathir) say, these descriptions are related to the type of hypocrite, because there is a 
difference between them as we stated. For instance, Allah mentioned these types in Surat 
Bara'ah (chapter 9) when He repeated the statement, "And among them" three times, 
describing their types, characteristics, statements and deeds. So the two examples mentioned 
here describe two types of hypocrites whose characteristics are similar. For instance, Allah 



gave two examples in Surat An-Nur, one for the advocates of disbelief and one for the followers 
of disbelief, He said, 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert) (24:39), until, 



(Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness in avast deep sea) (24:40). 

The first example is of the advocates of disbelief who have complex ignorance, while the 
second is about the followers who have simple ignorance. Allah knows best. 



(21. mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and those who were before you so 
that you may acquire Taqwa.) (22. Who has made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky 
as a canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as a 
provision for you. Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while you know (that He 
alone has the right to be worshipped).) 



Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah 

Allah next mentioned His Oneness in divinity and stated that He has favored His servants by 
bringing them to life after they did not exist. He also surrounded them with blessings, both 
hidden and apparent. He made the earth a resting place for them, just like the bed, stable 
with the firm mountains. 



(And the sky as a canopy) meaning, " a ceiling'. Smilarly, Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded. Yet they turn away from its 
signs (i.e. sun, moon, winds, clouds)) (21:32). 



(And sends down for you water (rain) from the sky) meaning, through the clouds, when they 
need the rain. Hence, Allah caused the various types of vegetation and fruits to grow as a 
means of sustenance for people and their cattle. Allah reiterated this bounty in various parts of 
the Qur'an. 

There is another Ayah that is similar to this Ayah (2:22), that is, Allah's statement, 



(It is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, and has 
given you shape and made your shapes good (looking) and has provided you with good things. 
That is Allah, your Lord, so Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists) (40:64). 

The meaning that is reiterated here is that Allah is the Creator, the Sustainer, the Owner and 
Provider of this life, all that is in and on it. Hence, He alone deserves to be worshipped, and no 
one and nothing isto be associated with Him. This iswhy Allah said next, 



(Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while you know (that He alone has the right 
to be worshipped)) (2:22). 

The Two Sahihs record that Ibn Mas' ud said, "I said to the Messenger of Allah , 'Which evil 
deed is the worst with Allah' He said, 



« » 

(To take an equal with Allah, while He alone created you.)" 
Also, Mu' adh narrated the Prophet's statement, 

» 

« 

(Do you know Allah's right on His servants They must worship Him alone and refrain from 
associating anything with Him in worship.) Another Hadith states, 

» 

« : 

(None of you should say, 'What Allah and so-and-so person wills. Rather, let him say, 'What 
Allah wills, and then what so-and-so person wills.) 

Hadith With the Same Meaningimam Ahmad narrated that Al-Harith Al-Asrf ari said 
that the Prophet of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah commanded Yahya bin Zakariya to implement five commands and to order the Children 
of Israel to implement them, but Yahya was slow in carrying out these commands. ' Isa said to 
Yahya, 'You were ordered to implement five commands and to order the Children of Israel to 
implement them. So either order, or I will do it.' Yahya said, 'My brother! I fear that if you do it 
before me, I will be punished or the earth will be shaken under my feet.' Hence, Yahya bin 
Zakariya called the Children of Israel to Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem), until they filled the 
Masjid. He sat on the balcony, thanked Allah and praised him and then said, 'Allah ordered me 
to implement five commandments and that I should order you to adhere to them. The first is 
that you worship Allah alone and not associate any with Him. The example of this command is 
the example of a man who bought a servant from his money with paper or gold. The servant 
started to work for the master, but was paying the profits to another person. Who among you 
would like his servant to do that Allah created you and sustains you. Therefore, worship Him 
alone and do not associate anything with Him. I also command you to pray, for Allah directs His 
Face towards His servant's face, as long as the servant does not turn away. 3d when you pray, 
do not turn your heads to and fro. I also command you to fast. The example of it is the 
example of a man in a group of men and he has some musk wrapped in a piece of cloth, and 
consequently, all of the group smells the scent of the wrapped musk. Verily, the odor of the 
mouth of a fasting person is better before Allah than the scent of musk. I also command you to 
give charity. The example of this is the example of a man who was captured by the enemy. 
They tied his hands to his neck and brought him forth to cut off his neck. He said to them, 'Can 
I pay a ransom for myself He kept ransoming himself with small and large amounts until he 
liberated himself. I also command you to always remember Allah. The example of this deed is 
that of a man who the enemy is tirelessly pursuing. He takes refuge in a fortified fort. When 
the servant remembers Allah, he will be resorting to the best refuge from Satan.) 



Al-Harith then narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



» 



« 

(And I order you with five commandments that Allah has ordered me. Stick to the Jam a* ah 
(community of the faithful), listen and obey (your leaders) and perform Hijrah (migration) and 
Jihad for the sake of Allah. Whoever abandons the Jama' ah, even the distance of a hand span, 
will have removed the tie of Islam from his neck, unless he returns. Whoever uses the slogans 
of Jahiliyah (the pre-lslamic period of ignorance) he will be among those kneeling in Jahannam 
(Hellfire).) They said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Even if he prays and fasts" He said, (Even if he 
prays, fasts and claims to be Muslim. So call the Muslims with their names that Allah has called 
them: ' The Muslims, the believing servants of Allah.') 

This is a Hasan Hadith, and it contains the statement, "Allah has created and sustains you, so 
worship Him and do not associate anything with Him in worship." This statement is relevant in 
the Ayat (2:21-22) we are discussing here and supports singling Allah in worship, without 
partners. 



Several scholars of Tafsir, like Ar-Razi and others, used these Ayat as an argument for the 
existence of the Creator, and it is a most worthy method of argument. Indeed, whoever 
ponders over the things that exist, the higher and lower creatures, their various shapes, colors, 
behavior, benefits and ecological roles, then he will realize the ability, wisdom, knowledge, 
perfection and majesty of their Creator. Once a bedouin was asked about the evidence to 
Allah's existence, he responded, "All praise is due to Allah! The camel's dung testifies to the 
existence of the camel, and the track testifies to the fact that someone was walking. A sky 
that holds the giant stars, a land that has fairways and a sea that has waves, does not all of 
this testify that the Most Kind, Most Knowledgeable exists" 

Hence, whoever gazes at the sky in its immensity, its expanse, and the various kinds of planets 
in it, some of which appear stationary in the sky - whoever gazes at the seas that surround the 
land from all sides, and the mountains that were placed on the earth to stabilize it, so that 



whoever lives on land, whatever their shape and color, are able to live and thrive - whoever 
reads Al I ah's st at ement , 



(And among the mountains are streaks white and red, of varying colours and (others) very 
black. And likewise, men and Ad-Dawabb (moving (living) creatures, beasts) and cattle are of 
various colours. It is only those who have knowledge among His servants that fear Allah) (35: 
27-28). 

Whoever thinks about the running rivers that travel from area to area bringing benefit, 
whoever ponders over what Allah has created on earth; various animals and plants of different 
tastes, scents, shapes and colors that are a result of unity between land and water, whoever 
thinks about all of this then he will realize that these facts testify to the existence of the 
Creator, His perfect ability, wisdom, mercy, kindness, generosity and His overall compassion 
for His creation. There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, nor is there a Lord besides 
Him, upon Him we rely and to Him we turn in repentance. There are numerous Ayat in the 
Qur'an on this subject. 



(23. And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in doubt concerning that which We have 
sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant (Muhammad ), then produce a Surah (chapter) of the 
like thereof and call your witnesses (supporters and helpers) besides Allah, if you are truthful). 
(24. But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then fear the Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men 
and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.) 



The Message of Messenger of Allah is True 

Allah begins to prove the truth of prophet hood after He stated that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Him. Allah said to the disbelievers, 



(And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in doubt concerning that which We have 
sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant) meaning, Muhammad , 



(then produce a Surah (chapter)) meaning, similar to what he brought to you. Hence, if you 
claim that what he was sent with did not come from Allah, then produce something similar to 
what he has brought to you, using the help of anyone you wish instead of Allah. However, you 
will not be able to succeed in this quest. Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(your witnesses) means "Aids." Also, As-Suddi reported that Abu Malik said the Ayah means, 
"Your partners, meaning, some other people to help you in that. Meaning then go and seek the 
help of your deities to support and aid you." Also, Mujahid said that, 



(and call your witnesses) means, "People, meaning, wise and eloquent men who will provide 
the testimony that you seek." 

The Challenge 

Allah challenged the disbelievers in various parts of the Qur'an. For instance, Allah said in Surat 
Al-Qasas (28:49), 



(Say (to them, Muhammad ): "Then bring a Book from Allah, which is a better guide than 
these two (the Tawrah (Torah) and the Qur'an), that I may follow it, if you are truthful"). Also, 
Allah said in Surat Al-lsra' (17:88), 



(Say: "If mankind and the Jinn were together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could not 
produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another.") Allah said in Surat Hud (11:13), 



(Or they say, "He (Prophet Muhammad ) forged it (the Qur'an)." Say: "Bring you then ten forged 
Surahs (chapters) like it, and call whomsoever you can, other than Allah (to your help), if you 
speak the truth!"), and in Surat Yunus (10:37-38), 



(And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by other than Allah (Lord of the heavens 
and the earth), but it is a confirmation of (the revelation) which was before it (i.e. the 
Tawrah, and the Injil), and a full explanation of the Book (i.e. Laws decreed for mankind) 
wherein there is no doubt from the Lord of all that exists.) (Or do they say: "He (Muhammad ) 
has forged it" Say: "Bring then a Surah (chapter) like it, and call upon whomsoever you can 
besides Allah, if you are truthful!"). All of these Ayat were revealed in Makkah. 

Allah also challenged the disbelievers in the Ayat that were revealed in Al-Madinah. In this 
Ayah, Allah said, 



(And if you (Arab pagans, Jews, and Christians) are in Rayb) meaning, doubt. 



(Concerning that which We have sent down (i.e. the Qur'an) to Our servant) meaning, 
Muhammad , 



(then produce a Surah (chapter) the like thereof) meaning, similar to the Qur'an. This is the 
Tafsir of Mujahid, Qatadah, Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, Az-Zamakhshari and Ar-Razi. Ar-Razi said that 
this is the Tafsir of x Umar, Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and the majority of the 
scholars. And he gave preference to this view and mentioned the fact that Allah has challenged 
the disbelievers as individuals and as groups, whether literate or illiterate, thus making the 
challenge truly complete. This type of challenge is more daring than simply challenging the 
disbelievers who might not be literate or knowledgeable. This is why Allah said, 



(Bring you then ten forged Surahs (chapters) like it) (11:13), and, 



(They could not produce the like thereof) (17:88). 

Therefore, this is a general challenge to the Arab disbelievers, the most eloquent among all 
nations. Allah challenged the Arab disbelievers both in Makkah and Al-Madinah several times, 
especially since they had tremendous hatred and enmity for the Prophet and his religion. Yet, 
they were unable to succeed in answering the challenge, and this is why Allah said, 



(But if you do it not, and you can never do it), indicating that they will never be able to answer 
the challenge. This is another miracle, in that, Allah clearly stated without doubt that the 
Qur'an will never be opposed or challenged by anything similar to it, for eternity. This is a true 
statement that has not been changed until the present and shall never change. How can 
anyone be able to produce something like the Qur'an, when the Qur'an isthe Word of Allah Who 
created everything How can the words of the created ever be similar to the Words of the 
Creator 



Examples of the Miracle of the Qur'an 

Whoever reads through the Qur'an will realize that it contains various levels of superiority 
through both the apparent and hidden meaningsthat it mentions. Allah said, 



(Alif Lam Ra. (This is) a Book, the verses whereof are perfect (in every sphere of knowledge, 
etc.), and then explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is Wise and well -acquainted (with all 
things)) (11:1) 

So the expressions in the Qur'an are perfect and its meanings are explained. Further, every 
word and meaning in the Qur'an is eloquent and cannot be surpassed. The Qur'an also 
mentioned the stories of the people of the past; and these accounts and stories occurred 
exactly as the Qur'an stated. Also, the Qur'an commanded every type of righteousness and 
forbade every type of evil, just as Allah stated, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice) (6:115). meaning, true in 
the stories it narrates and just in its Laws. The Qur'an is true, just and full of guidance. It does 
not contain exaggerations, lies or falsehood, unlike Arabic and other types of poems that 
contained lies. These poems, conform with the popular statement, "The most eloquent speech 
is the one that contains the most lies!" Sometimes, one would find a long poem that mainly 
contains descriptions of women, horses or alcohol. Or, the poem might contain praise or the 
description of a certain person, horse, camel, war, incident, fear, lion, or other types of items 
and objects. Such praise or descriptions do not bring any benefit, except shed light on the 
poet's ability to clearly and eloquently describe such items. Yet, one will only be able to find 
one or two sentences in many long poems that elaborate on the main theme of the poem, 
while the rest of the poem contains insignificant descriptions and repetitions. 

As for the Qur'an, it is entirely eloquent in the most perfect manner, as those who have 
knowledge in such matters and understand Arabic methods of speech and expressions concur. 
When one readsthrough the stories in the Qur'an, he will find them fruitful, whether they were 
in extended or short forms, repeated or not. The more these stories are repeated, the more 
fruitful and beautiful they become. The Qur'an does not become old when one repeats reciting 
it, nor do the scholars ever get bored with it. When the Qur'an mentionsthe subject of warning 
and promises, it presents truths that would make solid, firm mountains shake, so what about 
the comprehending, understanding hearts When the Qur'an promises, it opens the hearts and 
the ears, making them eager to attain the abode of peace - Paradise - and to be the neighbors 
of the Throne of the Most Beneficent. For instance, on the subject of promises and 
encouragement, the Qur'an said, 



(No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they used to do) 
(32:17), and, 



((There will be) therein all that inner selves could desire, and all that eyes could delight in and 
you will abide therein forever) (43:71). 

On the subject of warning and discouragement; 



(Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of the land to swallow you up) (17:68), 
and, 



(Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to sink 
with you, and then it should quake Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven 
(Allah), will not send against you a violent whirlwind Then you shall know how (terrible) has 
been My warning) (67:16-17). 

On the subject of threats, the Qur'an said, 



(So We punished each (of them) for his sins) (29:40). Also, on the subject of soft advice, the 
Qur'an said, 



(Tell Me, (even) if We do let them enjoy for years. And afterwards comes to them that 
(punishment) which they had been promised. All that with which they used to enjoy shall not 
avail them) (26:205-207). 

There are many other examples of the eloquence, beauty, and benefits of the Qur'an. 

When the Qur'an is discussing Laws, commandments and prohibitions, it commands every type 
of righteous, good, pleasing and beneficial act. It also forbids every type of evil, disliked and 
amoral act. Ibn Mas' ud and other scholars of the Salaf said, "When you hear what Allah said in 
the Qur'an, such as, 



(0 you who believe!), then listen with full attention, for it either contains a type of 
righteousness that Allah isenjoining, or an evil that He is forbidding." For instance, Allah said, 



(He (Muhammad ) commands them for Al-Ma>uf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has 
ordained); and forbids them from Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, polytheism of all kinds, and all that 
Islam has forbidden); he allows them as lawful At-Tayyibat(i.e. all good and lawful things), and 
prohibits them as unlawful Al-Khaba'ith (i.e. all evil and unlawful things), he releases them 
from their heavy burdens and from the fetters (bindings) that were upon them) (7:157). 

When the Ayat mention Resurrection and the horrors that will occur on that Day, and Paradise 
and the Fire and the joys and safe refuge that Allah prepared for His loyal friends, or torment 
and Hell for His enemies, these Ayat contain glad tidings or warnings. The Ayat then call to 
perform good deeds and avoid evil deeds, making the life of this world less favorable and the 
Hereafter more favorable. They also establish the correct methods and guide to Allah's straight 
path and just legislation, all the while ridding the hearts of the evil of the cursed devil. 

The Qur'an is the Greatest Miracle given to the Prophet 

The Two Sahihs record that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Every Prophet was given a miracle, the type of which brings mankind to faith. What I was 
given is a revelation that Allah sent down to me. Yet, I hope that I will have the most following 
on the Day of Resurrection.) 

This is the wording narrated by Muslim. The Prophet stated that among the Prophets he was 
given a revelation, meaning, he was especially entrusted with the miraculous Qur'an that 
challenged mankind to produce something similar to it. As for the rest of the divinely revealed 
Books, they were not miraculous according to many scholars. Allah knows best. The Prophet 
was also aided with innumerable signs and indications that testify to the truth of his 
prophet hood and what he was sent with, all thanks and praise is due to Allah. 

Meaning of ' Stones 



Allah said, 



(Then fear the Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers) (2:24). 
" Fuel' is wood, or similar substances, used to start and feed a fire. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And as for the Qasitun (disbelievers who deviated from the right path), they shall be firewood 
for Hell) (72:15), and, 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
fuel for Hell! (Surely) you enter it. Had these (idols) been alihah (gods), they would not have 
entered there (Hell), and all of them will abide therein) (21:98-99). 

The stones mentioned here are the giant, rotten, black, sulfuric stones that become the 
hottest when heated, may Allah save us from this evil end. It was also reported that the stones 
mentioned here are the idols and rivals that were worshipped instead of Allah, just as Allah 
said, 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
fuel for Hell!) (21:28). 

Allah's statement, 



(prepared for the disbelievers) 

It appears most obvious that it refers to the Fire that is fueled by men and stones, and it also 
may refer to the stones themselves. There is no contradiction between these two views, 
because they are dependent upon each other. 'Prepared' means, it is 'kept' and will surely 
touch those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messenger . Ibn Ishaq narrated that Muhammad said 
that " Ikrimah or Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(prepared for the disbelievers), 

"For those who embrace the disbelief that you (disbelievers) have embraced." 



Jahannam (Hellfire) exists now 

Many of the Imams of the Sunnah used this Ayah to prove that the Fire exists now. This is 
because Allah said, 



(prepared) meaning, prepared and kept. There are many Hadithson this subject. For instance, 
the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Paradise and the Fire had an argument..) 
Also, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The Fire sought the permission of her Lord. She said, '0 my Lord! Some parts of me consumed 
the other parts.' And Allah allowed her two periods to exhale, one in winter and one in 
summer.) 

Also, there is a Hadith recorded from Ibn Mas' ud that the Companions heard the sound of a 
falling object. When they asked about it, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(This is a stone that was thrown from the top of Jahannam seventy years ago, but only now 
reached its bottom.) This Hadith is in Sahih Muslim. 

There are many Hadithsthat are Mutawatir (narrated by many different chains of narrations) 
on this subject, such as the Hadiths about the eclipse prayer, the night of Isra' etc. 

Allah's statements, 



(Then produce a Surah (chapter) of the like thereof) (2:23), and, 



(A Surah (chapter) like it) (10:38) this includes the short and long Surahs of the Qur'an. 
Therefore, the challenge to creation stands with regards to both the long and short Surahs, and 
there is no disagreement that I know of on this fact between the scholars of old and new. 
Before he became Muslim, * Amr bin AI-' As met Musaylimah the Liar who asked him, "What has 
recently been revealed to your fellow (meaning Muhammad ) in Makkah" 'Amr said, "A short, 
yet eloquent Surah." He asked, "What is it" He said, 



(By AI-' Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss,) (103:1-2) 

Musaylimah thought for a while and said, "A similar Surah was also revealed to me." 'Amr 
asked, "What is it" He said, "0 Wabr, Wabr (i.e. a wild cat), you are but two ears and a chest, 
and the rest of you is unworthy and thin." 'Amr said, "By Allah! You know that I know that you 
are lying." 



(25. And give glad tidings to those who believe and do righteous good deeds, that for them will 
be Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise). Every time they will be provided with a fruit 
therefrom, they will say: "This is what we were provided with before," and they will be given 
things in resemblance (i.e. in the same form but different in taste) and they shall have therein 
Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates or wives), and they will abide therein forever.) 

Rewards of Righteous Believers 



After mentioning the torment that Allah has prepared for His miserable enemies who disbelieve 
in Him and in His Messengers, He mentionsthe condition of His happy, loyal friends who believe 
in Him and in His Messengers, adhere to the faith and perform the good deeds. This is the 
reason why the Qur'an was called Mathani, based on the correct opinion of the scholars. We 
will elaborate upon this subject later. Mathani means to mention faith and then disbelief, or 
vice versa. Or, Allah mentions the miserable and then the happy, or vice versa. As for 
mentioning similar things, it is called Tashabbuh, as we will come to know, Allah willing. Allah 
said, 



(And give glad tidings to those who believe and do righteous good deeds, that for them will be 
Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise)). Consequently, Allah stated that Paradise has 
riversthat run beneath it, meaning, underneath itstreesand rooms. From Hadithsit is learned 
that the rivers of Paradise do not run in valleys, and that the banks of Al-Kawthar (the 
Prophet's lake in Paradise) are made of domes of hollow pearls, the sand of Paradise is made of 
scented musk while its stones are made from pearls and jewels. We ask Allah to grant Paradise 
to us, for verily, He is the Most Beneficent, Most Gracious. 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The rivers of Paradise spring from beneath hills, or mountains of musk.) 



He also reported from Masruq that 'Abdullah said, "The rivers of Paradise spring from beneath 
mountains of musk." 

The similarity between the Fruits of Paradise 



Allah said next, 



(Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will say: "This is what we were 
provided with before"). 



Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Yahya bin Abi Kathir said, "The grass of Paradise is made of 
saffron, its hills from musk and the boys of everlasting youth will serve the believers with fruits 
which they will eat. They will then be brought similar fruits, and the people of Paradise will 
comment, ' This is the same as what you have just brought us.' The boys will say to them, ' Eat, 
for the color isthe same, but the taste isdifferent. Hence Allah's statement, 



(and they will be given things in resemblance). Abu Ja'far Ar-Razi narrated that Ar-Rabr bin 
Anas said that Abu Al-' Aliyah said that, 



(and they will be given things in resemblance) means, "They look like each other, but the taste 
isdifferent." Also, " Ikrimah said, 



(and they will be given things in resemblance) "They are similar to the fruits of this life, but 
the fruits of Paradise taste better. " Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported from Al-A' mash, from Abu 
Thubyan, that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Nothing in Paradise resembles anything in the life of this 
world, except in name." In another narration, Ibn 'Abbas said, "Only the names are similar 
between what is in this life and what is in Paradise." 

The Wives of the People of Paradise are Pure 

Allah said, 



(and they shall have therein Azwajun Mutahharatun). Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Purified from filth and impurity." Also, Mujahid said, "From menstruation, relieving the 
call of nature, urine, spit, semen and pregnancies." Also, Qatadah said, "Purified from impurity 
and sin." In another narration, he said, "From menstruation and pregnancies." Further, ' Ata', 
Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Salih, ' Atiyah and As-Suddi were reported to have said similarly. 

Allah's statement, 



(and they will abide therein forever) meaning ultimate happiness, for the believers will enjoy 
everlasting delight, safe from death and disruption of their bliss, for it never ends or ceases. 



We ask Allah to make us among these believers, for He is the Most Generous, Most Kind and 
Most merciful. 



(26. Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a mosquito or so much more 
when it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it. And as for those who believe, they know 
that it is the truth from their Lord, but as for those who disbelieve, they say: "What did Allah 
intend by this parable" By it He misleads many, and many He guides thereby. And He misleads 
thereby only the Fasiqin (the rebellious, disobedient to Allah). (27. Those who break Allah's 
covenant after ratifying it, and sever what Allah has ordered to be joined and do mischief on 
earth, it isthey who are the losers.) 

In hisTafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud, and some Companions said; "When 
Allah gave these two examples of the hypocrites" meaning Allah's statements, 



(Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire), and, 



(Or like a rainstorm from the sky), "The hypocrites said, 'Allah's far more exalted than for Him 
to make such examples.' So Allah revealed these Ayat (2:26-27) up to: 



(Who are the losers)". Sa id said that Qatadah said, "Allah does not shy away from the truth 
when He mentions a matter as a parable, whether this matter is significant or not. When Allah 
mentioned the flies and the spider in His Book, the people of misguidance said, " Why did Allah 
mention these things.' So Allah revealed; 



(Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a mosquito or so much more when it 
is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it)." 

A Parable about the Life of This World 

Abu Ja* far Ar-Razi reported that Ar-Rabr bin Anas commented on this Ayah (2:26); "This is an 
example that Allah has given for the life of this world. The mosquito lives as long as it needs 
food, but when it gets fat, it dies. This is also the example of people whom Allah mentioned in 
the Qur'an: when they acquire (and collect the delights of) the life of this world, Allah then 
takes them away." Afterwards, he recited, 



(So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been reminded, We opened for them 
the gates of every (pleasant) thing) (6:44) 

In this Ayah (2:26) Allah stated that He does not shy away or hesitate in making an example or 
parable of anything, whether the example involves a significant or an insignificant matter. 

Allah's statement, 



(Or so much more when it is bigger than it) Fama fawqaha means, something bigger than the 
mosquito, which is one of the most insignificant and tiniest of creatures. Muslim narrated that 
Aishah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No Muslim is harmed by a thorn, Fama fawqaha (or something larger), but a good deed will be 
written for him and an evil deed will be erased from his record.) 

So Allah has informed us that there is no matter that is too small that is exempt from being 
used as an example, even if it was as insignificant as a mosquito or a spider. Allah said, 



(0 mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to it (carefully): Verily, those on whom you 
call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, even though they combine together for the 
purpose. And if the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it 
from the fly. 3d weak are (both) the seeker and the sought.) (22:73), 



(The likeness of those who take (false deities as) Awliya' (protectors, helpers) other than Allah 
is the likeness of a spider who builds (for itself) a house; but verily, the frailest (weakest) of 
houses is the spider's house if they but knew.) (29:41), and, 



(See you not how Allah sets forth a parable A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is firmly 
fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high). Giving its fruit at all times, by the 
leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember. 
And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of earth, 
having no stability. Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in 
life of this world (i.e. they will keep on worshipping Allah alone and none else), and in the 
Hereafter. And Allah will cause the Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers) to go astray those and 
Allah does what He wills.) (14:24-27). Allah said, 



(Allah puts forward the example of (two men a believer and a disbeliever); a servant under 
the possession of another, he has no power of any sort) (16:75). He then said, 



(And Allah puts forward (another) example of two men, one of them dumb, who has no power 
over anything, and he is a burden on his master; whichever way he directs him, he brings no 
good. Is such a man equal to one who commands just ice) (16:76). Also, Allah said, 



(He sets forth for you a parable from your own selves: Do you have partners among those whom 
your right hands possess (i.e. your servants) to share as equals in the wealth we have bestowed 
on you) (30:28). 

Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a mosquito or so much more when it 
is bigger than it.) "The believers believe in these parables, whether they involve large matters 
or small, because they know that they are the truth from their Lord, and Allah guides the 
believers by these parables." 

In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and other people among the 
Companions said, 



(By it He misleads many), "Meaning the hypocrites. Allah guides the believers with these 
parables, and the straying of the hypocrites increases when they reject the parables that Allah 
mentioned for them which they know are true. This is how Allah misleadsthem." 



(And He guides thereby) meaning, with the parables, 



(many) from among the people of faith and conviction. Allah adds guidance to their guidance, 
and faith to their faith, because they firmly believe in what they know to be true, that is, the 
parablesthat Allah has mentioned. This isguidance that Allah grantsthem; 



(And He misleads thereby only the Fasiqin (the rebellious, disobedient to Allah)), meaning, the 
hypocrites. The Arabs say that the date has Fasaqat, when it comes out of its skin, and they 
call the mouse a Fuwaysiqah, because it leaves its den to cause mischief. The Two Sahihs 
recorded * A'ishah saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Five animals are Fawasiq, and they must be killed during Ihram and otherwise: the crow, the 
kite, the scorpion, the mouse and the rabid dog.) eFasiq, includes the disbeliever and the 
disobedient. However, the Fisq of the disbeliever is worse, and this isthe type of Fasiq that the 
Ayah is describing here, because Allah described them as, 



(Those who break Allah's covenant after ratifying it, and sever what Allah has ordered to be 
joined and do mischief on earth, it isthey who are the losers.) 

These are the characteristics of the disbelievers and they contradict the qualities of the 
believers. Similarly, Allah said in Surat Ar-Ra'd, 



(Shall he then, who knows that what has been revealed unto you (0 Muhammad ) from your 
Lord is the truth, be like him who is blind But it is only the men of understanding that pay 
heed. Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and break not the Mithaq (bond, treaty, 
covenant). And those who join that which Allah has commanded to be joined (i.e. they are 



good to their relatives and do not sever the bond of kinship), and fear their Lord, and dread 
the terrible reckoning.) (13:19-21)) until, 



(And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which Allah 
has commanded to be joined (i.e. they sever the bond of kinship and are not good to their 
relatives), and work mischief in the land, on them is the curse (i.e. they will be far away from 
Allah's mercy), and for them is the unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell).) (13:25) 

The covenant that these deviant people broke is Allah's covenant with His creation, that is, to 
obey Him and avoid the sins that He prohibited. This covenant was reiterated in Allah's Books 
and by the words of His Messengers. Ignoring this covenant constitutes breaking it. It was said 
that the Ayah (2:27) is about the disbelievers and the hypocrites among the People of the Book. 
In this case, the covenant that they broke is the pledge that Allah took from them in the 
Tawrah to follow Muhammad when he is sent as a Prophet, and to believe in him, and in what 
he was sent with. Breaking Allah's covenant in this case occured when the People of the Book 
rejected the Prophet after they knew the truth about him, and they hid thistruth from people, 
even though they swore to Allah that they would do otherwise. Allah informed us that they 
threw the covenant behind their backs and sold it for a miserable price. 

It was also reported that the Ayah (2:27) refers to all disbelievers, idol worshippers and 
hypocrites. Allah took their pledge to believe in His Oneness, showing them the signs that 
testify to His Lordship. He also took a covenant from them to obey His commands and refrain 
from His prohibitions, knowing that His Messengers would bring proofs and miracles that none 
among the creation could ever produce. These miracles testified to the truth of Allah's 
Messengers. The covenant was broken when the disbelievers denied what was proven to them 
to be authentic and rejected Allah's Prophets and Books, although they knew that they were 
the truth. This Tafsir was reported from Muqatil bin Hayyan, and it is very good. It is also the 
view that Az-Zamakhshari held. 

Allah's statement next, 



(And sever what Allah has ordered to be joined) is in reference to keeping the relations with 
the relatives, asQatadah asserted. This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Would you then, if you were given the authority, do mischief in the land, and sever your ties 
of kinship) (47:22) 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari preferred this opinion. However, it has been said that the meaning of the 
Ayah (2:27) here is more general. Hence, everything that Allah has commanded to nurture, and 
the people severed, is included in its meaning. 

The Meaning of ' Loss 

Muqatil bin Hayyan commented on Allah's statement, 



(It is they who are the losers) "In the Hereafter." Similarly, Allah said, 



(On them is the curse (i.e. they will be far away from Allah's mercy), and for them is the 
unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell)) (13:25). 

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Every characteristic that Allah describes those 
other than the people of Islam - such as being losers - then it refers to disbelief. However, 
when they are attributed to the people of Islam, then these terms refer to sin." Ibn Jarir 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(It is they who are the losers,) "'Losers is plural for loser, this word refers to whoever 
decreased his own share of Allah's mercy by disobeying Him, just as the merchant loses in his 
trade by sustaining capital loss. Such is the case with the hypocrite and the disbeliever who 
lose their share of the mercy that Allah has in store for His servants on the Day of Resurrection. 
And that is when the disbeliever and the hypocrite most desperately need Allah's mercy." 



(28. How can you disbelieve in Allah seeing that you were dead and He gave you life Then He 
will give you death, then again will bring you to life (on the Day of Resurrection) and then unto 
Him you will return.) 

Allah testifies to the fact that He exists and that He is the Creator and the Sustainer Who has 
full authority over His servants, 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah) 

How can anyone deny Allah's existence or worship others with Him while; 



(You were dead and He gave you life) meaning, He brought them from the state of non- 
existence to life. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators Or did they create the 
heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief) (52:35-36) and, 



(Has there not been over man a period of time, when he was not a thing worth mentioning) 
(76:1). 

There are many other Ayat on this subject. Ibn Jarir reported from ' Ata' that Ibn 'Abbas said 
that, 



(Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life) means, "You did not exist beforehand. You 
were nothing until Allah created you; He will bring death to you and then bring you back to life 
during Resurrection." Ibn * Abbas then said, "This is similar to Allah's statement; 



(They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice and You have given us life twice.") 
(40:11)" 



(29. He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Then He Istawa ilathe heaven and made 
them seven heavens and He is the Knower of everything.) 

Evidence of Allah's Ability 

After Allah mentioned the proofs of His creating them, and what they can witness in 
themselves as proof of that, He mentioned another proof that they can witness, that is, the 
creation of the heavens and earth. Allah said, 



(He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Then He Istawa ila the heaven and made 
them seven heavens) meaning, He turned towards the heaven, 



(And made them) meaning, that He made the heaven, seven heavens. Allah said, 



(And made them seven heavens and He is the Knower of everything) meaning, His knowledge 
encompasses all His creation, just as He said in another Ayah, 



(Should not He Who has created know) (67:14). 

The Beginning of the Creation 

This Ayah (2:29) is explained in detail in Surat As-Sajdah where Allah said; 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth in two Days And 
you set up rivals (in worship) with Him That is the Lord of all that exists. He placed therein 
(i.e. the earth) firm mountains from above it, and He blessed it, and measured therein its 
sustenance (for its dwellers) in four Days equal (i.e. all these four 'days' were equal in the 
length of time) for all those who ask (about its creation). Then He Istawa ilathe heaven when 
it was smoke, and said to it and to the earth: "Come both of you willingly or unwillingly." They 
both said: "We come willingly." Then He finished them (as) seven heavens in two Days and He 
made in each heaven its affair. And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) 
to be an adornment as well as to guard (from the devils by using them as missiles against the 
devils). Such isthe decree of the Almighty, the Knower) (41 :9-1 2). 

These Ayat indicate that Allah started creation by creating earth, then He made heaven into 
seven heavens. This is how building usually starts, with the lower floors first and then the top 
floors, as the scholars of Tafsir reiterated, as we will come to know, Allah willing. Allah also 
said, 



(Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He constructed He raised its height, and 
has perfected it. Its night He covers with darkness and its forenoon He brings out (with light). 
And the earth, after that, He spread it out. And brought forth therefrom its water and its 
pasture. And the mountains He has fixed firmly. (To be) a provision and benefit for you and 
your cattle) (79:27-33). 

It is said that "Then" in the Ayah (2:29) relates only to the order of reciting the information 
being given, it does not relate to the order that the events being mentioned took place, this 
was reported from Ibn ' Abbas by x AM bin Abi Talhah. 

The Earth was created before Heaven 

Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, 



(He it is Who created for you all that is on earth) "Allah created the earth before heaven, and 
when He created the earth, smoke burst out of it. This is why Allah said, 



(Then He Istawa ila (turned towards) the heaven when it was smoke.) (41:11) 



(And made them seven heavens) means, one above the other, while the ' seven earths' means, 
one below the other." 

This Ayah testifies to the fact that the earth was created before heaven, as Allah has indicated 
in the Ayat in Surat As-Sajdah. 



Spreading the Earth out after the Heavens were created 

Sahih Al-Bukhari records that when Ibn " Abbas was question about this matter, he said that the 
earth was created before heaven, and the earth was spread out only after the creation of the 
heaven. Several Tafsir scholars of old and recent times also said similarly, as we have 
elaborated on in the Tafsir of Surat An- Nazi' at (chapter 79). The result of that discussion is 



that the word Daha (translated above as "spread") is mentioned and explained in Allah's 
statement, 



(And the earth, after that, He spread it out. And brought forth therefrom its water and its 
pasture. And the mountains He has fixed firmly.) (79:30-32) 

Therefore, Daha means that the earth's treasures were brought to its surface after finishing the 
job of creating whatever will reside on earth and heaven. When the earth became Daha, the 
water burst out to its surface and the various types, colors, shapes and kinds of plants grew. 
The stars started rotating along with the planets that rotate around them. And Allah knows 
best. 



(30. And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going to place (mankind) 
generations after generations on earth." They said: "Will You place therein those who will make 
mischief therein and shed blood, while we glorify You with praises and thanks and sanctify 
You." He (Allah) said: "I know that which you do not know.") 

Adam and His Children inhabited the Earth, Generation after 

Generation 

Allah reiterated His favor on the Children of Adam when He stated that He mentioned them in 
the highest of heights before He created them. Allah said, 



(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels.) 

This Ayah means, "O Muhammad ! Mention to your people what Allah said to the angels, 



(Verily, I am going to place a Khalifah on earth). 

Meaning people reproducing generation after generation, century after century, just as Allah 
said, 



(And it is He Who has made you (Khala'if) generations coming after generations, replacing each 
other on the earth) (6:165), 



(And makes you (Khulafa') inheritors of the earth) (27:62), 



(And if it were Our will, We would have (destroyed you (mankind all, and) made angels to 
replace you (Yakhlufun) on the earth.) (43: 60) and, 



(Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation (Khalf)) (7:169). It appears that Allah was not 
refering to Adam specifically as Khalifah, otherwise he would not have allowed the angels' 
statement, 



(Will You place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood). 

The angels meant that this type of creature usually commits the atrocities they mentioned. 
The angels knew of this fact, according to their understanding of human nature, for Allah 
stated that He would create man from clay. Or, the angels understood this fact from the word 
Khalifah, which also means the person who judges disputes that occur between people, 
forbidding them from injustice and sin, as Al-Qurtubi said. 



The statement the angels uttered was not a form of disputing with Allah's, nor out of envy for 
the Children of Adam, as some mistakenly thought. Allah has described them as those who do 
not precede Him in speaking, meaning that they do not ask Allah anything without His 
permission. When Allah informed them that He was going to create a creation on the earth, 
and they had knowledge that this creation would commit mischief on it, as Qatadah 
mentioned, they said, 



(Will You place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood) 

This is only a question for the sake of learning about the wisdom of that, as if they said, Our 
Lord! What is the wisdom of creating such creatures since they will cause trouble in the earth 
and spill blood "If the wisdom behind this action is that You be worshipped, we praise and 
glorify You (meaning we pray to You) we never indulge in mischief, so why create other 
creatures" 

Allah said to the angels in answer to their inquiry, 



(I know that which you do not know.) meaning, "I know that the benefit of creating this type of 
creature outweighs the harm that you mentioned, that which you have no knowledge of. I will 
create among them Prophets and send Messengers. I will also create among them truthful, 
martyrs, righteous believers, worshippers, the modest, the pious, the scholars who implement 
their knowledge, humble people and those who love Allah and follow His Messengers." 

The Sahih recorded that when the angels ascend to Allah with the records of the servant's 
deeds, Allah asks them, while having better knowledge, "How did you leave My servants" They 
will say, "We came to them while they were praying and left them while they were praying." 
This is because the angels work in shifts with mankind, and they change shifts during the Fajr 
and " Asr prayers. The angels who descended will remain with us, while the angels who have 
remained with us ascend with our deeds. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The deeds of the night are elevated to Allah before the morning, and the deeds of the morning 
before the night falls. ) 

Hence, the angels' statement, "We came to them while they were praying and left them while 
they were praying," explains Allah's statement, 



(I know that which you do not know.) 

It was said that the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(I know that which you do not know.) is, "I have a specific wisdom in creating them, which you 
do not have knowledge of." It was also said that it is in answer to, 



(While we glorify You with praises and thanks and sanctify You) after which Allah said, 



(I know that which you do not know). Meaning, "I know that Iblis is not as you are, although he 
is among you." Others said, 



"(Will You place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, while we 
glorify you with praises and thanks and sanctify You.) is their request that they should be 
allowed to inhabit the earth, instead of the Children of Adam. 3d Allah said to them, 



(I know that which you do not know) if your inhabiting the heavens is better, or worse for you." 
Ar-Razi as well as others said this. Allah knows best. 

The Obligation of appointing a Khalifah and some related Issues 

Al-Qurtubi, as well as other scholars, said that this Ayah (2:30) proves the obligation of 
appointing a Khalifah to pass judgements on matters of dispute between people, to aid the 
oppressed against the oppressor, to implement the Islamic penal code and to forbid evil. There 
are many other tasks that can only be fulfilled by appointing the Imam, and what is necessary 



in performing an obligation, is an obligation itself. We should state here that Imamah occurs by 
either naming a successor, as a group among Ahl As-Sunnah scholars said occurred - by the 
Prophet - in the case of Abu Bakr, or hinting to a successor. Or, the current Khalifah names a 
certain person as Khalifah after him, as Abu Bakr did with * Umar. Or, the Khalifah might leave 
the matter in the hands of the Muslim consultative council, or a group of righteous men, just as 
x Umar did. Or, the people of authority could gather around a certain person to whom they give 
the pledge of allegiance, or they could select one among them to choose the candidate, 
according to the majority of the scholars. 

The Khalifah must be a responsible adult Muslim male, able to perform Ijtihad (independent 
legal judgments), bodily able, righteous, with knowledge of warfare, politics. He also must be 
from the tribe of Quraysh, according to the correct view, but it is not necessary that he be 
from the tribe of Bani Hashim, or that he be immune from error, asthe Rafidah (Shiites) falsely 
claim. 

When the Khalifah becomes an immoral person (Fasiq), should he be impeached There is 
disagreement over this matter, but the correct view is that he is not to be removed, because 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Unless you witness a clear Kufr regarding which you have clear proof from Allah. ) 

Does the Khalifah have the right to resign from his post There is a difference on this issue. It is 
a fact that Al-Hasan bin Al i removed himself from the position of Khalifah and surrendered it 
to Mu'awiyah. However, this occurred because of a necessity, and Al-Hasan was praised for 
this action. 

It is not permissible to appoint two Imams for the world or more at the same time. This is not 
allowed because the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever came to you while you are united and tried to divide you, then execute him, no 
matter who he is.) 

This is the view of the majority of scholars. Imam Al-Haramayn stated that Abu Ishaq allowed 
the appointment of two or more Imams when the various provinces are far away from each 
other. However, Imam Al-Haramayn himself was indecisive about this view. 



(31. And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed them to the angels and 
said, "Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful.") (32. They (angels) said: "Glory is to You, 
we have no knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily, You are the Knower, the Wise.") 
(33. He said: "0 Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he had informed them of their 
names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the heavens and the 
earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing") 



The Virtue of Adam over the Angels 

Allah stated the virtue of Adam above the angels, because He taught Adam, rather than them, 
the names of everything. This occurred after they prostrated to him. This discussion precedes 
that event here, only to show the importance of his position, and the absence of the angels' 
knowledge about creating the Khalifah when they asked about it. So Allah informed the angels 
that He knows what they do not know, and then He mentioned this to show them Adam's 
superiority over them in knowledge. Allah said, 



(And He taught Adam all the names (of everything)). 
Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah; 



(And He taught Adam all the names (of everything)) "Meaning, the names that people use, such 
as human, animal, sky, earth, land, sea, horse, donkey, and so forth, including the names of 
the other species." Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir reported that ' Asim bin Kulayb narrated from 
Sa' id bin Ma' bad that Ibn ' Abbas was questioned, 



(And He taught Adam all the names (of everything)) "Did Allah teach him the names of the 
plate and the pot" He said, "Yes, and even the terms for breaking wind!" 

Allah taught Adam the names of everything, their proper names, the names of their 
characteristics, and what they do, just as Ibn 'Abbas stated about the terms for passing gas. 

In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari explained this Ayah in the Book of Tafsir with a report from Anas bin 
Malik who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The believers will gather on the Day of Resurrection and will say, * We should seek a means of 
intercession with our Lord' They will go to Adam and say, 'O Adam! You are the father of all 
mankind, Allah created you with His Own Hand, ordered the angels to prostrate for you and 
taught you the names of everything. Will you not intercede for us with your Lord, so that he 
relieve us from this gathering place' On that Adam will reply, x l cannot do what you have 
asked'. He will have remembered his error and will be embarrassed, saying, ' Go to Nuh, for he 
is the first of Allah's Messengers whom Allah sent to the people of the earth.' They will go to 
Nuh and ask him. He will say, " I cannot do what you have asked.' He will recall asking Allah 
what he was not to know, and will also be embarrassed. He will say, ' Go to Khalil Ar-Rahman.' 
They will go to Ibrahim and he will also say, " I cannot do what you have asked.' He will say, 
' Go to Musa, a servant to whom Allah spoke directly and gave the Tawrah.' Musa will say, * I 
cannot do what you have asked.' He will remember that he killed a person without justification 
and will be embarrassed before his Lord. He will say, ' Go to * Isa, Allah's servant and Messenger 
and His Word and a spirit of His.' They will go to " Isa and he will say, ' I will not do what you 
asked. Go to Muhammad, a servant whose previous and latter errors were forgiven.' They will 
come to me, and I will go to Allah and seek His permission and He will give me His permission. 
When I gaze at my Lord, I will prostrate myself and Allah will allow me to remain like that as 
much as He will. Then I will be addressed, ' Muhammad! Raise your head; ask, for you will be 



given what you ask, and intercede, for your intercession will be accepted.' I will raise my head 
and thank and praise Allah with such praise as He will inspire me. I will intercede and He will 
grant me a quantity of people that He will admit into Paradise. I will go back to Him, and when 
I see my Lord, I will intercede and He will allow me a quantity that He will admit into Paradise. 
I will do that for a third and then a fourth time. I will say, 'There are no more people left in 
Hell except those whom the Qur'an has incarcerated and have thus acquired eternity in Hell.') 
This Hadith was collected by Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. fThe reason why we mentioned 
this Hadith here is the Prophet's statement, 



» 



« 



(They will go to Adam and say, " Adam! You are the father of all mankind, and Allah created 
you with His Own Hand, ordered the angels to prostrate for you, and taught you the names of 
everything). This part of the Hadith testifies to the fact that Allah taught Adam the names of 
all creatures. 

This is why Allah said, 



(Then He showed them to the angels) meaning, the objects or creations. ' Abdur-Razzaq 
narrated that Ma mar said that Qatadah said, "Allah paraded the objects before the angels, 



(And said, "Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful")." 

Allah's statement means, "Tell Me the names of what I paraded before you, angels who said, 



(Will You place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood). 

You asked, 'Are You appointing a Khalifah from us or from other creations We praise and 
glorify You. 

Therefore, Allah said, "If you say the truth, that if I appoint a non-angel Khalifah on the earth, 
he and his offspring will disobey Me, commit mischief and shed blood, but if I designate you the 
Khalifahsyou will obey Me, follow My command and honor and glorify Me. However, since you 



do not know the names of the objects I paraded before you, then you have even less knowledge 
of what will occur on the earth that does not exist yet." 



(They (angels) said: "Glory is to You, we have no knowledge except what you have taught us. 
Verily, it is You, the Knower, the Wise."). 

Here the angels are praising Allah's holiness, and perfection above every kind of deficiency, 
affirming that no creature could ever acquire any part of Allah's knowledge, except by His 
permission, nor could anyone know anything except what Allah teaches them. This is why they 
said, 



("Glory is to You, we have no knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily You are the 
Knower, the Wise) meaning, Allah is knowledgeable of everything, Most Wise about His 
creation, and He makes the wisest decisions, and He teaches and deprives whom He wills from 
knowledge. Verily, Allah's wisdom and justice in all matters is perfect. 

Adam's Virtue of Knowledge is demonstrated 

Allah said, 



(He said: "0 Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he had informed them of their 
names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the heavens and the 
earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing") 

Zayd bin Aslam said, "You are Jibril, you are Mika'il, you are Israfil, until he mentioned the 
name of the crow." Mujahid said that Allah's statement, 



(He said: "0 Adam! Inform them of their names,") "The name of the pigeon, the crow and 
everything." Satementsof a similar meaning were reported from Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, 
and Qatadah. When Adam's virtue over the angels became apparent, as he mentioned the 
namesthat Allah taught him, Allah said to the angels, 



(Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the heavens and the earth, and I know 
what you reveal and what you have been concealing) 

This means, "Did I not state that I know the seen and unseen matters. " Similarly, Allah said, 



(And if you (0 Muhammad ) speak (the invocation) aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and 
that which is yet more hidden) (20:7). 

Also, Allah said about the hoopoe, that it said to Sulayman; 



( As Shaytan (Satan) has barred them from Allah's way so they do not prostrate before Allah, 
Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and knows what you conceal 
and what you reveal. Allah, La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), 
the Lord of the Supreme Throne!) (27:25-26). 

They also have comments other than what we have said about the meaning of Allah's 
statement, 



(And I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing). 



It is reported from Ad-Dahhak that Ibn ' Abbas said that. 



(And I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing) means, "" I know the secrets, 
just as I know the apparent things, such as, what Ibl is concealed in his heart of arrogance and 
pride." Abu Ja" far Ar-Razi narrated that Ar-RabP bin Anas said that, 



(And I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing) means, "The apparent part of 
what they said was: ' Do you create in it that which would commit mischief and shed blood' The 
hidden meaning was: * We have more knowledge and honor than any creation our Lord would 
create.' But they came to know that Allah favored Adam above them regarding knowledge and 
honor." 



(34. And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before Adam." And they 
prostrated except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused and was proud and was one of the disbelievers 
(disobedient to Allah).) 



Honoring Adam when the Angels prostrated before Him 

This Ayah mentions the great honor that Allah granted Adam, and Allah reminded Adam's 
offspring of this fact. Allah commanded the angels to prostrate before Adam, as this Ayah and 
many Hadiths testify, such as the Hadith about the intercession that we discussed. There is a 
Hadith about the supplication of Musa, "O my Lord! Show me Adam who caused us and himself 
to be thrown out of Paradise." When Musa met Adam, he said to him, "Are you Adam whom 
Allah created with His Own Hands, blew life into and commanded the angels to prostrate 
before" Iblis was among Those ordered to prostrate before Adam, although He was not an Angel 

When Allah commanded the angels to prostrate before Adam, Iblis was included in this 
command. Although Iblis was not an angel, he was trying - and pretending - to imitate the 
angels' behavior and deeds, and this is why he was also included in the command to the angels 
to prostrate before Adam. Satan was criticized for defying that command, as we will explain 
with detail, Allah willing, when we mention the Tafsir of Allah's statement, 



(Except Iblis (Satan). He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his Lord.) (18:50) 

Similarly, Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Before he undertook the path of 
sin, Iblis was with the angels and was called ' Azazil.' He was among the residents of the earth 
and was one of the most active worshippers and knowledgeable persons among the angels. This 
fact caused him to be arrogant. Iblis was from a genus called Jinn." 

The Prostration was before Adam but the Obedience was to Allah 

Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before Adam.") 

"The obedience was for Allah and the prostration was before Adam. Allah honored Adam and 
commanded the angels to prostrate before him." Some people said that this prostration was 
just a prostration of greeting, peace and honor, hence Allah's statement, 



(And he (Prophet Yusuf) raised his parents to the throne and they fell down before him 
prostrate. And he said: "0 my father! This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My Lord 
has made it come true!") (12:100) 

The practice of prostrating was allowed for previous nations, but was repealed for ours. 
Mu' adh said to the Prophet , "I visited Ash-Sham and found that they used to prostate before 
their priests and scholars. You, Messenger of Allah, are more deserving of prostration." The 
Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(No. If I was to command any human to prostrate before another human, I would command the 
wife to prostrate before her husband because of the enormity of his right on her.) 

Ar-Razi agreed with this view. Also, Qatadah said about Allah's statement, 



(And they prostrated except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused and was proud and was one of the 
disbelievers (disobedient to Allah).) 

"Iblis, the enemy of Allah, envied Adam because Allah honored Adam. He said, ' I was created 
from fire, and he was created from clay.' Therefore, the first error ever committed was 
arrogance, for the enemy of Allah was too arrogant to prostrate before Adam." I - Ibn Kathir - 
say, the following is recorded in the Sahih, 



» 



« 



(No person who has the weight of a mustard seed of arrogance in his heart shall enter 
Paradise.) 

Iblis had disbelief, arrogance, and rebellion, all of which caused him to be expelled from the 
holy presence of Allah, and His mercy. 



(35. And We said: "0 Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and eat both of you freely 
with pleasure and delight, of things therein wherever you will, but come not near this tree or 
you both will be of the Zalimin (wrongdoers). ") (36. Then the Shaytan made them slip 
therefrom (the Paradise), and got them out from that in which they were. We said: "Get you 
down, all, with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an 
enjoyment for a time.") 



Adam was honored again 

Allah honored Adam by commanding the angels to prostrate before him, so they all complied 
except for Iblis. Allah then allowed Adam to live and eat wherever and whatever he wished in 
Paradise. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah reported Abu Dharr saying, "I said, ' Messenger of 
Allah! Was Adam a Prophet' He said, 



« » 

(Yes. He was a Prophet and a Messenger to whom Allah spoke directly), meaning 



((O Adam!) Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise.)" 

Hawwa' was created before Adam entered Paradise 

The Ayah (2:35) indicates that Hawwa' was created before Adam entered Paradise, as 
Muhammad bin ishaq stated. Ibn Ishaq said, "After Allah finished criticizing Iblis, and after 
teaching Adam the names of everything, He said, 



(0 Adam! Inform them of their names) until, 



(Verily, You are the Knower, the Wise.) 

Then Adam fell asleep, as the People of the Book and other scholars such as Ibn " Abbas have 
stated, Allah took one of Adam's left ribs and made flesh grow in its place, while Adam was 
asleep and unaware. Allah then created Adam's wife, Hawwa', from his rib and made her a 
woman, so that she could be a comfort for him. When Adam woke up and saw Hawwa' next to 
him, it was claimed, he said, 'My flesh and blood, my wife.' Hence, Adam reclined with 
Hawwa'. When Allah married Adam to Hawwa' and gave him comfort, Allah said to him directly, 



("OAdam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and eat both of you freely with pleasure and 
delight, of things therein wherever you will, but come not near this tree or you both will be of 
the Zalimin (wrongdoers).")." 

Allah tests Adam 



Allah's statement to Adam, 



(but come not near this tree) is a test for Adam. There are conflicting opinions over the nature 
of the tree mentioned here. Some said that it was the grape tree, barley, date tree, fig tree, 
and so forth. Some said that it was a certain tree, and whoever eats from it will be relieved of 
the call of nature. It was also said that it was a tree from which the angels eat so that they live 
for eternity. Imam Abu Ja' f ar bin Jarir said, "The correct opinion is that Allah forbade Adam 
and his wife from eating from a certain tree in Paradise, but they ate from it. We do not know 
which tree that was, because Allah has not mentioned anything in the Qur'an or the authentic 
Sunnah about the nature of this tree. It was said that it was barley, grape, or a fig tree. It is 
possible that it was one of those trees. Yet, this is knowledge that does not bring any benefit, 
just as being ignorant in its nature does no harm. Allah knows best." This is similar to what Ar- 
Razi stated in his Taf sir, and this is the correct opinion. Allah's statement, 



(Then the Shaytan made them slip therefrom) either refers to Paradise, and in this case, it 
meansthat Shaytan led Adam and Hawwa' away from it, as' Asim bin Abi An-Najud recited it. It 
is also possible that this Ayah refers to the forbidden tree. In this case, the Ayah would mean, 
as Al-Hasan and Qatadah stated, "He tripped them." In this case, 



(Then the Shaytan made them slip therefrom) 
means, "Because of the tree", just as Allah said, 



(Turned aside therefrom (i.e. from Muhammad and the Qur'an) is he who is turned aside (by the 
decree and preordainment of Allah)) (51:9) meaning, the deviant person becomes turned aside 
- or slips- from the truth because of so and so reason. This is why then Allah said, 



(And got them out from that in which they were) meaning, the clothes, spacious dwelling and 
comfortable sustenance. 



(We said: "Get you down, all, with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling 
place for you and an enjoyment for a time.") meaning, dwelling, sustenance and limited life, 
until the commencement of the Day of Resurrection 



Adam was very Tall 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ubayy bin Ka' b said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah created Adam tall, with thick hair, just as a date tree with full branches. When Adam 
ate from the forbidden tree, his cover fell off, and the first thing that appeared was his private 
area. When he saw his private area, he ran away in Paradise and his hair got caught in a tree. 
He tried to free himself and Ar-Rahman called him, '0 Adam! Are you running away from Me' 
When Adam heard the words of Ar-Rahman (Allah), he said, 'No, my Lord! But I am shy.') 

Adam remained in Paradise for an Hour 

Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Adam was allowed to reside in Paradise during the 
time period between the " Asr (Afternoon) prayer, until sunset." Al-Hakim then commented this 
is "Sahih according to the Two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim), but they did not include it in 
their collections." Also, Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn " Abbas saying, "Allah sent Adam to earth to 
an area called, Dahna, between Makkah and At-Ta'if." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that Adam was 
sent down to India, while Hawwa' was sent to Jeddah. Iblis was sent down to Dustumaysan, 
several miles from Basra. Further, the snake was sent down to Asbahan. This was reported by 
Ibn Abi Hatim. Also, Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Friday is the best day on which the sun has risen. On Friday, Allah created Adam, admitted 
him into Paradise, and expelled him from it.) 

A Doubt and a Rebuttal 

If one asks, "If the Paradise that Adam was thrown out of was in heaven, as the majority of the 
scholars assert, then is it possible for Iblis to enter Paradise, although he was expelled from it 
by Allah's decision (when he refused to prostrate before Adam)" 

Basically, the response to this would be that the Paradise which Adam was in, was in the 
heavens, not on the earth, as we explained in the beginning of our book Al-Bidayah wan- 
Nihayah. 

The majority of scholars said that Shaytan was originally prohibited from entering Paradise, but 
there were times when he sneaked into it in secret. For instance, the Tawrah stated that Iblis 
hid inside the snake's mouth and entered Paradise. Some scholars said that it is possible that 
Shaytan led Adam and Hawwa' astray on his way out of Paradise. Some scholars said that he led 
Adam and Hawwa' astray when he was on earth, while they were still in heaven, as stated by 
Az-Zamakhshari. Al-Qurtubi mentioned several beneficial Hadiths here about snakes and the 
ruling on killing them. 



(37. Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his Lord pardoned him (accepted his 
repentance). Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most Merciful.) 



Adam repents and supplicates to Allah 

It was reported that the above Ayah is explained by Allah's statement, 



(37. They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not 
upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") (7:23) as Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Abu AI-'Aliyah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Kha lid 
bin Ma' dan, * Ata' Al-Khurasani and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam have stated. As-Suddi 
said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on, 



(Then Adam received from his Lord Words) "Adam said, '0 Lord! Did You not created me with 
Your Own Hands' He said, 'Yes.' He said, 'And blow life into me' He said, 'Yes.' He said, 'And 
when I sneezed, You said, ' May Allah grant you His mercy.' Does not Your mercy precede Your 
anger' He was told, 'Yes.' Adam said, 'And You destined me to commit this evil act' He was 
told, 'Yes.' He said, ' If I repent, will You send me back to Paradise' Allah said, ' Yes.'" Similar is 
reported from AI-'Awfi, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Sa' id bin Ma' bad, and Ibn 'Abbas. Al-Hakim 
recorded this Hadith in his Mustadrak from Ibn Jubayr, who narrated it from Ibn 'Abbas. Al- 
Hakim said, "Its chain isSahih and they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it." 

Allah's statement, 



(Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most Merciful) (2:37) means that 
Allah forgives whoever regrets his error and returns to Him in repentance. This meaning is 
similar to Allah's statements, 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants) (9:104), 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself) (4:110) and 



(And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds) (25:71). 

The Ayat mentioned above, testify to the fact that Allah forgives the sins of whoever repents, 
demonstrating His kindness and mercy towards His creation and servants. There is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah, the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful. 



(38. We said: "Get down all of you from this place (the Paradise), then whenever there comes 
to you Hudan (guidance) from Me, and whoever follows My guidance, there shall be no fear on 
them, nor shall they grieve.) (39. But those who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat (proofs, 
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) such are the dwellers of the Fire. They 
shall abide therein forever.") 

Allah stated that when He sent Adam, Hawwa', and Shaytan to earth from Paradise, He warned 
them that He will reveal Books and send Prophets and Messengers to them, i.e., to their 
offspring. Abu AI-' Aliyah said, "Al-Huda, refers to the Prophets, Messengers, the clear signs and 
plain explanation." 



(And whoever follows My guidance) meaning, whoever accepts what is contained in My Books 
and what I send the Messengers with, 



(There shall be no fear on them) regarding the Hereafter, 



(nor shall they grieve) regarding the life of this world. Similarly, in Surat Ta Ha, Allah said, 



(He (Allah) said: "Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), both of you, together, some 
of you are an enemy to some others. Then if there comes to you guidance from Me, then 
whoever follows My guidance, he shall neither go astray, nor shall he be distressed.) (20:123) 

Ibn ' Abbas commented, "He will not be misguided in this life or miserable in the Hereafter." 
The Ayah, 



(But whosoever turns away from My Reminder (i.e. neither believes in this Qur'an nor acts on 
its teachings) verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of 
Resurrection.) (20:124) is similar to what Allah stated here, 



(But those who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat such are the dwellers of the Fire. They shall 
abide therein forever), meaning, they will remain in Hell for eternity and will not find a way 
out of it. 



(40. Children of Israel! Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you, and fulfill (your 
obligations to) My covenant (with you) so that I fulfill (My obligations to) your covenant (with 
Me), and fear none but Me.) (41. And believe in what I have sent down (this Qur'an), confirming 
that which iswith you (the Tawrah and the Injil), and be not the first to disbelieve therein, and 
buy not with My verses (the Tawrah and the Injil) a small price (i.e. getting a small gain by 
selling My verses), and fear Me and Me alone.) 

Encouraging the Children of Israel to embrace Islam 

Allah commanded the Children of Israel to embrace Islam and to follow Muhammad . He also 
reminded them with the example of their father Israel, Allah's Prophet Ya' qub, as if saying, "0 
children of the pious, righteous servant of Allah who obeyed Allah! Be like your father, 
following the truth." This statement is similar to one's saying, "0 you son of that generous man! 
Do this or that" or, "0 son of the brave man, engage the strong fighters," or "0 son of the 
scholar, seek the knowledge," and so forth. Similarly, Allah said, 



(0 offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nuh (Noah)! Verily, he was a grateful 
servant) (17:3). 



Israel is Prophet Ya qub (Jacob) 

Israel is Prophet Ya' qub, for Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas said, "A 
group of Jews came to the Prophet and he said to them, 



« » 

(Do you know that Israel is Jacob) They said, "Yes, by Allah." He said, 



« » 



(0 Allah! Be witness.)" 

At-Tabari recorded that 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas said that ' Israel' means, 'the servant of Allah. 



Allah's Blessings for the Children of Israel 

Allah said, 



(Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you). 

Mujahid commented, "Allah's favor that He granted the Jews is that He made water gush from 
stones, sent down manna and quails for them, and saved them from being enslaved by 
Pharaoh." Abu Al - " AM yah also said, "Allah's favor mentioned here is His sending Prophets and 
Messengers among them, and revealing Books to them." I - Ibn Kathir - say that this Ayah is 
similar to what Musa said to the Children of Israel, 



(0 my people! Remember the favor of Allah to you: when He made Prophets among you, made 
you kings, and gave you what He had not given to any other among the nations (of their time) 
(5:20) meaning, during their time. Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you,) means, "My support for you and your 
fathers," that is saving them from Pharaoh and his people. 

Reminding the Children of Israel of Allah's Covenant with Them 

Allah's statement, 



(And fulfill (your obligations to) My covenant (with you) so that I fulfill (My obligations to) your 
covenant (with Me),) means, x My covenant that I took from you concerning Prophet Muhammad 
, when he is sent to you, so that I grant you what I promised you if you believe in him and 
follow him. I will then remove the chains and restrictions that were placed around your necks, 
because of the errors that you committed.' Also, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The 'covenant' is in 
reference to Allah's statement, i 



(Indeed, Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel (Jews), and We appointed twelve 
leaders among them. And Allah said: "I am with you if you perform As-Salah and give Zakah and 
believe in My Messengers; honor and assist them, and lend a good loan to Allah, verily, I will 
expiate your sins and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise)) (5:12)." 

Other scholars said, "The covenant is what Allah took from them in the Tawrah, in that, He will 
send a great Prophet - meaning Muhammad - from among the offspring of Ism a* il, who will be 
obeyed by all peoples. Therefore, whoever obeys him, then Allah will forgive his sins, enter 
him into Paradise and award him two rewards." We should mention here that Ar-Razi 
mentioned several cases of information brought by the earlier Prophets regarding the coming of 
Muhammad . Further, Abu Al-' Aliyah said that, 



(And fulfill (your obligations to) My covenant (with you)) means, "His covenant with His servants 
is to embrace Islam and to adhere to it." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "" I fulfill My 
obligations to you' means, " I (Allah) will be pleased with you and admit you into Paradise.'" As- 
Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Abu AI-" Aliyah and Ar-RabV bin Anas said similarly. 

Ibn ' Abbas said t hat Al I ah's st at ement , 



(And fear Me and Me alone.) means, "Fear the torment that I might exert on you, just as I did 
with your fathers, like the mutation, etc." This Ayah contains encouragement, followed by 
warning. Allah first called the Children of Israel, using encouragement, then He warned them, 
so that they might return to the Truth, follow the Messenger , heed the Qur'an's prohibitions 
and commands and believe in its content. Surely, Allah guides whom He wills to the straight 
path. 

Allah said next, 



(And believe in what I have sent down, confirming that which is with you (the Tawrah and the 
Injil)) meaning, the Qur'an that Allah sent down to Muhammad , the unlettered Arab Prophet, 
as bringer of glad tidings, a warner and a light. The Qur'an contains the Truth from Allah and 
affirms what was revealed beforehand in the Tawrah and the Injil (the Gospel). Abu Al-' Aliyah 
said that Allah's statement, 



(And believe in what I have sent down (this Qur'an), confirming that which is with you (the 
Tawrah and the Injil)) "means, ' O People of the Book! Believe in what I sent down that 
conforms to what you have.' This is because they find the description of Muhammad recorded in 
the Tawrah and the Injil." Smilar statements were attributed to Mujahid, Ar-RabP bin Anas 
and Qatadah. 

Allah said, 



(and be not the first to disbelieve therein). 

Ibn * Abbas commented, "Do not become the first to disbelieve in the Qur'an (or Muhammad ), 
while you have more knowledge in it than other people." Abu AI-" Aliyah commented, "" Do not 
become the first to disbelieve in Muhammad, ' meaning from among the People of the Book, 
'after you hear that he was sent as a Prophet.'" Smilar statements were attributed to Al- 
Hasan, As-Suddi and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. Ibn Jarir stated that the Ayah (disbelieve therein 2:41) 
refers to the Qur'an, mentioned earlier in the Ayah, 



(in what I have sent down (this Qur'an),) 

Both statements are correct because they are inter-related. For instance, whoever disbelieves 
in the Qur'an will have disbelieved in Muhammad , and whoever disbelieves in Muhammad will 
have disbelieved in the Qur'an. Allah's statement, 



(the first to disbelieve therein) means, do not become the first among the Children of Israel to 
disbelieve in it, for there were people from Quraysh and the Arabs in general who rejected 
Muhammad before the People of the Book disbelieved in him. We should state here that the 
Ayah is talking about the Children of Israel in specific, because the Jews in Al-Madinah were 



the first among the Children of Israel to be addressed by the Qur'an. Hence, their disbelief in 
the Qur'an means that they were the first among the People of the Book to disbelieve in it. 

Allah's statement, 



(and buy not with My verses a small price,) means, "Do not substitute faith in My Ayat and 
belief in My Prophet with the life of this world and its lusts which are minute and bound to 
end. " Allah said, 



(and have Taqwa of Me and Me alone). 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Talq bin Habib said, "Taqwa is to work in Allah's obedience, on a 
light from Allah, hoping in Allah's mercy, and to avoid Allah's disobedience, on a light from 
Allah, fearing Allah's punishment." Allah's statement, 



(and fear Me and Me alone) means, that Allah warns the People of the Book against 
intentionally hiding the truth and spreading the opposite of it, as well as, against defying the 
Messenger . 



(42. And mix not truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth while you know (the truth).) (43. 
And perform As-Salah, and give Zakah, and bow down along with Ar-RakP in.) 

The Prohibition of hiding the Truth and distorting It with Falsehood 

Allah forbade the Jews from intentionally distorting the truth with falsehood and from hiding 
the truth and spreading falsehood, 



(And mix not truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth while you know (the truth)). 

So Allah forbade them from two things; He ordered them to make the truth known, as well as 
explaining it. Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas mentioned the Ayah, 



(And mix not truth with falsehood) and said; "Do not mix the truth with falsehood and the facts 
with lies." Qatadah said that, 



(And mix not truth with falsehood) means, "Do not mix Judaism and Christianity with Islam, 



(while you know (the truth).) that the religion of Allah is Islam, and that Judaism and 
Christianity are innovations that did not come from Allah." It was reported that Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said similarly. 

Also, Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(nor conceal the truth while you know (the truth).) means, "Do not hide the knowledge that 
you have of My Messenger and what he was sent with. His description, which you know about, 
can be found written in the Booksthat you have." 

It is possible that it means, "..although you know the tremendous harm that this evil will cause 
people, misguiding them and leading them to the Fire, because they will follow the falsehood 
that you mixed with the truth in your claims." 



(And perform As- Sal at and give Zakah, and bow down along with Ar-RakP in.) 
Muqatil said, "Allah's statement to the People of the Book, 



(And perform As- Sal ah) commands them to perform the prayer behind the Prophet , 



(and give Zakah) commands them to pay the Zakah to the Prophet , and 



(and bow down along with Ar-Raki' in) commands them to bow down with those who bow down 
among the Ummah of Muhammad . Allah therefore commands the People of the Book to be 
with, and among the Ummah of Muhammad ." In addition, Allah's statement, 



(And bow down along with Ar-Rakr in) means, "And be among the believers performing the best 
deeds they perform, such as, and foremost, the prayer." Many scholars said that this Ayah 
(2:43) is proof for the obligation of performing the prayer in congregation (for men only). I will 
explain this ruling in detail in Kitab Al-Ahkam Al-Kabir, Allah willing. 



(44. Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and every act of obedience to Allah) on the 
people and you forget (to practise it) yourselves, while you recite the Scripture (Tawrah))! 
Have you then no sense) 

The Condemnation of commanding Others to observe Righteousness 

while ignoring Righteousness 

Allah said, "How is it, People of the Book, that you command people to perform Al-Birr, 
which encompasses all types of righteousness, yet forget yourselves and do not heed what you 
call others to And you read Allah's Book (the Tawrah) and know what it promises to those who 
do not fulfill Allah's commandments. 



(Have you then no sense) of what you are doing to yourselves, so that you might become aware 
of your slumber and restore your sight from blindness" ' Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar stated 
that Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and every act of obedience to Allah) on the people 
and you forget (to practise it) yourselves,) "The Children of Israel used to command people to 
obey Allah, fear Him and perform Al-Birr. Yet, they contradicted these orders, so Allah 
reminded them of this fact." As-Suddi said similarly. Ibn Jurayj said that the Ayah: 



(Enjoin you Al-Birr on the people) "Is about the People of the Book and the hypocrites. They 
used to command people to pray and fast. However, they did not practice what they 
commanded others. Allah reminded them of this behavior. So whoever commands people to do 
righteousness, let him be among the first of them to implement that command." Also, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And you forget yourselves,) means, "You forget to practice it yourselves, 



(While you recite the Scripture (Tawrah)! Have you then no sense) You forbid the people from 
rejecting the prophet hood and the covenant that you have mentioned with you in the Tawrah, 
while you yourselves have forgoten it, meaning that 'you have forgotten the covenant that I 
made with you that you will accept My Messenger. You have breeched My covenant, and 
rejected what you know is in My Book.' " 

Therefore, Allah admonished the Jews for this behavior and alerted them to the wrongs that 
they were perpetrating against themselves by ordering righteousness, yet refraining themselves 
from righteousness. We should state that Allah is not criticizing the People of the Book for 
ordering righteousness, because enjoining good is a part of righteousness and is an obligation 
for the scholars. However, the scholar is himself required to heed, and adhere to, what he 
invites othersto. For instance, Prophet Shu' ay b said, 



(I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the 
best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him I trust and unto 
Him I repent) (11:88). 

Therefore, enjoining righteousness and performing righteousness are both required. Neither 
category is rendered not necessary by the practice of the other, according to the most correct 
view of the scholars among the Salaf (predecessors) and the Khalaf. 

Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Wa'il said, "While I was riding behind Usamah, he was asked, 
' Why not advise ' Uthman' He said, * Do you think that if I advise him I should allow you to hear 
it I advise him in secret, and I will not start something that I would hate to be the first to start. 
I will not say to a man, 'You are the best man,' even if he was my leader, after what I heard 
from the Messenger of Allah .' They said, ' What did he say' He said, ' I heard him say, 



» 



« 

(A man will be brought on the Day of Resurrection and thrown in the Fire. His intestines will 
fall out and he will continue circling pulling them behind him, just as the donkey goes around 
the pole. The people of the Fire will go to that man and ask him, 'What happened to you Did 
you not used to command us to do righteous acts and forbid us from committing evil' He will 
say, 'Yes. I used to enjoin righteousness, but refrained from performing righteousness, and I 
used to forbid you to perform from evil while I myself did it.')."' 

This Hadith was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. eAlso, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i said, "I 
hesitate in advising people because of three Ayat: 



(Enjoin you Al-Birr on the people and you forget (to practise it) yourselves). 



(0 you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do Most hateful it is to Allah that 
you say that which you do not do) (61 :2-3)." 

And Allah informed us that the Prophet Shu' ayb said, 



(I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform to the 
best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him I trust and unto 
Him I repent) (11:88). 



(45. And seek help in patience and As-Salat (the prayer) and truly, it is extremely heavy and 
hard except for AI-KhashT in.) (46 (They are those) who are certain that they are going to meet 
their Lord, and that unto Him they are going to return.) 



The Support that comes with Patience and Prayer 

Allah commanded His servants to use patience and prayer to acquire the good of this life and 
the Hereafter. Muqatil bin Hayan said that this Ayah means, "Utilize patience and the 
obligatory prayer in seeking the Hereafter. As for patience (here), they say that it means 



fasting." There are similar texts reported from Mujahid. Al-Qurtubi and other scholars 
commented, "This is why Ramadan is called the month of patience," as is mentioned in the 
Hadith literature. It was also said that 'patience' in the Ayah means, refraining from evil, and 
this is why 'patience' was mentioned along with practicing acts of worship, especially and 
foremost, the prayer. Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "There are 
two types of patience: good patience when the disaster strikes, and a better patience while 
avoiding the prohibitions of Allah." Ibn Abi Hatim said that Al-Hasan Al-Basri was reported to 
have said similarly. 

Allah then said, 



(And As- Sal ah (the prayer).) 

The prayer is one of the best means of assistance for firmly adhering to Allah's orders, just as 
Allah said; 



(Recite (0 Muhammad ) what has been revealed to you of the Book (the Qur'an), and perform 
As-Salah. Verily, As-Salah (the prayer) prevents from Al-Fahsha' (i.e. great sins of every kind), 
and Al-Munkar and the remembrance of (praising) of (you by) Allah is greater indeed) (29:45). 

The personal pronoun in the Ayah, 



(And truly, it is extremely heavy and hard) refers to prayer, as Mujahid is reported to have 
said, and it was also the choice of Ibn Jarir. It is possible that the pronoun might be referring 
to the advice - to observe patience and the prayer - mentioned in the same Ayah. Smilarly, 
Allah said about Qarun (Korah), 



(But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward of Allah (in 
the Hereafter) is better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and this, none 
shall attain except As-Sabirun (the patient).") (28:80). 

Also, Allah said, 



(The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is better 
then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a 
close friend. But none is granted it (the above quality) except those who are patient and 
none is granted it except the owner of the great portion (of happiness in the Hereafter and) in 
this world.) (41:34-35) meaning, this advice is only implemented by those who are patient and 
the fortunate. In any case, Allah's statement here means, prayer is' heavy and burdensome', 



(except for AI-KhashT in.) 

Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on this Ayah, "They (Al-Khashr in) are 
those who believe in what Allah has revealed." 

Allah's statement, 



(They are those who are certain that they are going to meet their Lord, and that unto Him they 
are going to return.) continues the subject that was started in the previous Ayah. Therefore, 
the prayer, or the advice to observe it is heavy, 



(except for Al-Khashr in. (They are those) who are certain (Yazunnuna) that they are going to 
meet their Lord,) meaning, they know that they will be gathered and face their Lord on the 
Day of Resurrection, 



(and that unto Him they are going to return.) meaning, their affairs are all subject to His will 
and He justly decides what He wills. Snce they are certain that they will be returned to Allah 
and be reckoned, it is easy for them to perform the acts of obedience and refrain from the 
prohibitions. Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement; 



(Yazunnuna that they are going to meet their Lord) 

Ibn Jarir said; "The Arabs call certainty as well as doubt, Zann. There are similar instances in 
the Arabic language where a subject as well as its opposite share the same name. For instance, 
Allah said, 



(And the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists, sinners), shall see the Fire and Zannu (apprehend) 
that they have to fall therein)"(18:53). 

It is recorded in the Sahih that on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say to a servant, "Have I 
not allowed you to marry, honored you, made the horses and camels subservient to you and 
allowed you to become a chief and a master" He will say, "Yes." Allah will say, "Did you have 
Zann (think) that you will meet Me" He will say, "No." Allah will say, "This Day, I will forget you, 
just as you forgot Me." If Allah wills, we will further elaborate on this subject when we explain 
Allah's statement, 



(They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them) (9:67). 



(47. Children of Israel! Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you and that I preferred 
you over the x Alamin (nations)) 



Reminding the Children of Israel that They were preferred above 

the Other Nations 

Allah reminds the Children of Israel of the favors that He granted their fathers and 
grandfathers, how He showed preference to them by sending them Messengers from among 
them and revealing Books to them, more so than any of the other previous nations. Similarly, 
Allah said, 



(And We chose them (the Children of Israel) over the ' Alamin, (nations) with knowledge. 
(44:32) and, 



(And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: "0 my people! Remember the favor of 
Allah to you: when He made Prophets among you, made you kings, honored you above the 
* Alamin (nations).") (5:20). 

Abu Ja" far Ar-Razi reported that Ar-RabP bin Anas said that Abu AI-" Aliyah said that Allah's 
statement, 



(and that I preferred you over the "Alamin) means, "The kingship, Messengers and Books that 
were granted to them, instead of granting such to the other kingdoms that existed during their 
time, for every period there is a nation." It was also reported that Mujahid, Ar-RabT bin Anas, 
Qatadah and Isma" il bin Abi Khalid said similarly. 



The Ummah of Muhammad is Better than the Children of Israel 

This is the only way the Ayah can be understood, because this Ummah is better than theirs, as 
Allah said; 



(You are the best of people ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin good and forbid evil, and 
you believe in Allah. And had the People of the Book (Jews and Christians) believed, it would 
have been better for them) (3:110). 

Also, the Musnad and Sunan Collections of Hadith recorded that Mu' awiyah bin Haydah Al- 
Qushayri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 



(You (Muslims) are the seventieth nation, but you are the best and most honored of them 
according to Allah.) 

There are many Hadiths on this subject, and they will be mentioned when we discuss Allah's 
statement, 



(You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind) (3:110). 



(48. And fear a Day (of Judgement) when a person shall not avail another, nor will intercession 
be accepted from him, nor will compensation be taken from him, nor will they be helped.) 



After Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the favors that He has granted them, He warned 
them about the duration of the torment which He will punish them with on the Day of 
Resurrection. He said, 



(And fear a Day) meaning, the Day of Resurrection, 



(When a person shall not avail another) meaning, on that Day, no person shall be of any help to 
another. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden) (35:18) 



(Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of others.) (80:37) and, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord (by keeping your duty to Him and avoiding all evil), and 
fear a Day when no father can avail aught for his son, nor a son avail aught for his father) (31: 
33). 

This indeed should serve as a great warning that both the father and the son will not be of help 
to each other on that Day. 

Neither Intercession, Ransom, or Assistance will be accepted on 

behalf of the Disbelievers 

Allah said, 



(nor will intercession be accepted from him) 
meaning, from the disbelievers. Similarly, Allah said, 



(So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use to them) (74:48) and described the people 
of the Fire saying, 



(Now we have no intercessors. Nor a close friend (to help us)) (26:100-101). 
Allah's statement here (2:48) 



(nor will compensation be taken from him) means, that Allah does not accept the disbelievers 
to ransom themselves. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of 
gold will not be accepted from anyone of them even if they offered it as a ransom) (3:91) 



(Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that is in the earth, and as much again therewith 
to ransom themselves from the torment on the Day of Resurrection, it would never be accepted 
of them, and theirs would be a painful torment) (5:36) 



(And even if he offers every ransom, it will not be accepted from him) (6:70) and, 



(So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you (hypocrites), nor of those who disbelieved. Your 
abode isthe Fire. That isyour Mawla (friend proper place)) (57:15). 

Allah stated that if the people do not believe in His Messenger and follow what He sent him 
with, then when they meet Him on the Day of Resurrection, after remaining on the path of 
disbelief, their family lineage and/ or the intercession of their masters will not help them at 
all. It will not be accepted of them, even if they paid the earth's fill of gold as ransom. 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(Before a Day comes when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession) (2:254) 
and, 



(On which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending) (19:31). Allah's statement 
next, 



(nor will they be helped.) means, "no person shall get angry - or anxious - on their behalf and 
offer them any help, or try to save them from Allah's punishment." As stated earlier on that 
Day, neither the relative, nor persons of authority will feel pity for the disbelievers, nor will 
any ransom be accepted for them. Consequently, they will receive no help from others and 
they will be helpless themsleves. Allah said, 



(While He (Allah) grants refuge (or protection), but none grants refuge from Him) (23:88) 



(So on that Day none will punish as He will punish. And none will bind (the wicked, disbelievers 
and polytheists) as He will bind) (89:25-26) 



("What is the matter with you Why do you not help one another (as you used to do in the 
world)" Nay, but that Day they shall surrender) (37:25-26) and, 



(Then why did those whom they had taken for alihah (gods) besides Allah, as a way of approach 
(to Allah) not help them Nay, but they vanished completely from them) (46:28). 

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



("What is the matter with you Why do you not help one another") (37:25) means, "This Day, you 
shall not have a refuge from Us. Not this Day." Ibn Jarir said that Allah's statement, 



(nor will they be helped.) meaning, on that Day, they shall neither be helped by any helper, 
nor shall anyone intercede on their behalf. No repeal or ransom will be accepted for them, all 
courtesy towards them will have ceased, along with any helpful intercession. No type of help or 
cooperation will be available for them on that Day. The judgment will, on that Day, be up to 
the Most Great, the Most Just, against whom no intercessor or helper can ever assist. He will 
then award the evil deed its kind and will multiply the good deeds. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned. "What is the matter with you Why do you not 
help one another" Nay, but that Day they shall surrender) (37:24-26). 



(49. And (remember) when We delivered you from Fir' awn's (Pharaoh) people, who were 
afflicting you with a horrible torment, killing your sons and sparing your women, and therein 
was a mighty trial from your Lord.) (50. And (remember) when We separated the sea for you 
and saved you and drowned Fir' awn's (Pharaoh) people while you were watching.) 



The Children of Israel were saved from Pharaoh and His Army Who 

drowned 

Allah said to the Children of Israel, "Remember My favor on you 



(And (remember) when We delivered you from Fir' awn's (Pharaoh) people, who were afflicting 
you with a horrible torment,) meaning, * I - Allah - saved you from them and delivered you from 
their hands in the company of Musa, after they subjected you to horrible torture.' This favor 
came after the cursed Pharaoh had a dream in which he saw a fire emerge from Bayt Al-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem), and then the fire entered the houses of the Coptics in Egypt, with the exception 
of the Children of Israel. Its purport was that his kingship would be toppled by a man among 
the Children of Israel. It was also said that some of Pharaoh's entourage said that the Children 
of Israel were expecting a man among them to arise who would establish a state for them. We 
will mention the Hadith on this subject when we explain Surat Ta Ha (20), Allah willing. After 
the dream, Pharaoh ordered that every newborn male among the Children of Israel be killed 



and that the girls be left alone. He also commanded that the Children of Israel be given tasks 
of hard labor and assigned the most humiliating jobs. 

The torment here refersto killing the male infants. In Surat Ibrahim (14) this meaning is clearly 
mentioned, 



(Who were afflicting you with horrible torment, and were slaughtering your sons and letting 
your women live.) (14:6). 

We will explain this Ayah in the beginning of Surat Al-Qasas (28), Allah willing, and our reliance 
and trust are with Him. 

The meaning of, 



(who were afflicting you) is, "They humiliated you," as Abu x Ubaydah stated. It was also said 
that it means, "They used to exaggerate in tormenting you" according to Al-Qurtubi. As for 
Allah saying, 



(killing your sons and sparing your women) that explains His statement, 



(who were afflicting you with horrible torment) then it explains the meaning of the favor He 
gave them, as mentioned in His statement, 



(Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you). As for what Allah said in Surat Ibrahim, 



(And remind them of the annals of Allah) (14:5) meaning, the favors and blessing He granted 
them, He then said, 



(Who were afflicting you with horrible torment, and were slaughtering your sons and letting 
your women live.) (14:6) 

So Allah mentioned saving their children from being slaughtered in order to remind them of the 
many favors that He granted them. 

We should state here that ' Pharaoh' (Fif awn) is a title that was given to every disbelieving 
king who ruled Egypt, whether from the ' Amaliq (Canaanites) or otherwise, just as Caesar 
(Qaysar) is the title of the disbelieving kings who ruled Rome and Damascus. Also, Khosrau 
(Kisra) is the title of the kings who ruled Persia, while Tubb' a is the title of the kings of 
Yemen, and the kings of Abyssinia (Ethiopia) were called Negus (An-Najashi). 

Allah said, 



(And therein was a mighty trial from your Lord.) 

Ibn Jarir commented that this part of the Ayah means, "Our saving your fathers from the 
torment that they suffered by the hand of Pharaoh, is a great blessing from your Lord." We 
should mention that in the blessing there a is test, the same as with hardship, for Allah said, 



(And We shall make atrial of you with evil and with good) (21:35) and, 



(And We tried them with good (blessings) and evil (calamities) in order that they might turn (to 
obey Allah.)) (7:168). 

Allah's statement next, 



(And (remember) when We separated the sea for you and saved you and drowned Fif awn's 
(Pharaoh) people while you were watching) means, ' After We saved you from Fif awn and you 
escaped with Musa; Fir' awn went out in your pursuit and We parted the sea for you.' Allah 
mentioned this story in detail, as we will come to know, Allah willing. One of the shortest 
references to this story is Allah's statement, 



(And saved you) meaning, "We saved you from them, drowning them while you watched, 
bringing relief to your hearts and humiliation to your enemy." 

Fasting the Day of ' Ash lira 

It was reported that the day the Children of Israel were saved from Fif awn was called the day 
of ' Ashura'. Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah came to Al- 
Madinah and found that the Jews were fasting the day of " Ashura'. He asked them, "What isthis 
day that you fast" They said, "This is a good day during which Allah saved the Children of Israel 
from their enemy, and Musa used to fast this day." The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(I have more right to Musa than you have.) 



So the Messenger of Allah fasted that day and ordered that it be fasted. This Hadith was 
collected by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 



(51. And (remember) when We appointed for Musa (Moses) forty nights, and (in his absence) 
you took the calf (for worship), and you were Zalimun (polyt heists and wrongdoers).) (52. Then 
after that We forgave you so that you might be grateful.) (53. And (remember) when We gave 



Musa the Scripture (the Tawrah)) and the criterion (of right and wrong) so that you may be 
guided aright.) 



The Children of Israel worshipped the Calf 

Allah then said, "Remember My favor on you when I forgave you for worshipping the calf." This 
happened after Musa went to the meeting place with his Lord at the end of that period which 
was forty days. These forty days were mentioned in Surat Al-A' raf, when Allah said, 



(And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and added (to the period) ten (more)) (7:142). 

It was said that these days were during the month of Dhul-Ga dah plus the first ten days in 
Dhul-Hij j ah, after the Children of Israel were delivered from Fir' awn and they safely crossed 
the sea. Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when We gave Musa the Scripture) means, the Tawrah, 



(And the criterion) that is that which differentiates between truth and falsehood, guidance and 
deviation. 



(So that you may be guided aright), after escaping the sea, as another Ayah in Surat Al-A'raf 
clearly stated, 



(And indeed We gave Musa after We had destroyed the generations of old the Scripture (the 
Tawrah) as an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might 
remember (or receive admonition)) (28:43). 



(54. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "0 my people! Verily, you have wronged 
yourselves by worshipping the calf. So turn in repentance to your Creator and kill yourselves 
(the innocent kill the wrongdoers among you), that will be better for you with your Creator." 
Then He accepted your repentance. Truly, He is the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful.) 

The Children of Israel kill each other in Repentance 

This was the repentance required from the Children of Israel for worshipping the calf. 
Commenting on Allah's statement; 



(And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "0 my people! Verily, you have wronged 
yourselves by worshipping the calf...), Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "When their hearts thought of 
worshipping the calf, 



(And when they regretted and saw that they had gone astray, they (repented and) said: "If our 
Lord does not have mercy upon us and forgive us") (7:149). This is when Musa said to them, 



(0 my people! Verily, you have wronged yourselves by worshipping the calf...)." Abu 'Al- 
" Aliyah, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ar-RabP bin Anas commented on, 



(Sa turn in repentance to your Bari') that it means, "To your Creator." Allah's statement, 



(to your Bari' (Creator)) alerts the Children of Israel to the enormity of their error and means, 
"Repent to He Who created you after you associated others with Him in worship." 

An-Nasa'i, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn " Abbas saying, "Allah told the Children of 
Israel that their repentance would be to slay by the sword every person they meet, be he 
father or son. They should not care whom they kill. Those were guilty whom Musa and Harun 
were not aware of their guilt, they admitted their sin and did as they were ordered. So Allah 
forgave both the killer and the one killed." This is part of the Hadith about the trials that we 
will mention in Surat Ta Ha, (20) Allah willing. 

Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn x Abbas said, "Musa said to his people, 



("So turn in repentance to your Creator and kill each other (the innocent kill the wrongdoers 
among you), that will be better for you with your Creator." Then He accepted your repentance. 
Truly, He is the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.) 

Allah ordered Musa to command his people to kill each other. He ordered those who 
worshipped the calf to sit down and those who did not worship the calf to stand holding knives 
in their hands. When they started killing them, a great darkness suddenly overcame them. 
After the darkness lifted, they had killed seventy thousand of them. Those who were killed 
among them were forgiven, and those who remained alive were also forgiven." p 



(55. And (remember) when you said: "0 Musa! We shall never believe in you until we see Allah 
plainly." But you were seized with a bolt of lightning while you were looking). (56. Then We 
raised you up after your death, so that you might be grateful.) 

The Best among the Children of Israel ask to see Allah; their 
subsequent Death and Resurrection 



Allah said, ' Remember My favor on you for resurrecting you after you were seized with 
lightning when you asked to see Me directly, which neither you nor anyone else can bear or 
attain.' This was said by Ibn Jurayj . Ibn x Abbas said that the Ayah 



(And (remember) when you said: "0 Musa ! We shall never believe in you until we see Allah 
plainly.") means, "Publicly", "So that we gaze at Allah." Also, ' Urwah bin Ruwaym said that 
Allah's statement, 



(While you were looking) means, "Some of them were struck with lightning while others were 
watching." Allah resurrected those, and struck the others with lightning. As-Suddi commented 
on, 



(But you were seized with a bolt of lightning) saying; "They died, and Musa stood up crying and 
supplicating to Allah, '0 Lord! What should I say to the Children of Israel when I go back to 
them after You destroyed the best of them, 



(If it had been Your will, You could have destroyed them and me before; would You destroy us 
for the deeds of the foolish ones among us)' Allah revealed to Musa that these seventy men 
were among those who worshipped the calf. Afterwards, Allah brought them back to life one 
man at a time, while the rest of them were watching how Allah was bringing them back to life. 
That is why Allah's said, 



(Then We raised you up after your death, so that you might be grateful.)" 

Ar-Rabr bin Anas said, "Death was their punishment, and they were resurrected after they died 
so they could finish out their lives." Qatadah said similarly. 



* Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on this Ayah, "Musa returned from meeting 
with his Lord carrying the Tablets on which He wrote the Tawrah. He found that they had 
worshipped the calf in his absence. Consequently, he commanded them to kill themselves, and 
they complied, and Allah forgave them. He said to them, 'These Tablets have Allah's Book, 
containing what He commanded you and what He forbade for you.' They said, 'Should we 
believe this statement because you said it By Allah, we will not believe until we see Allah in 
the open, until He shows us Himself and says: This is My Book, therefore, adhere to it. Why 
does He not talk to us as He talked to you, 0, Musa"' Then he (' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd) recited 
Allah's statement, 



(We shall never believe in you until we see Allah plainly) and said, "So Allah's wrath fell upon 
them, a thunderbolt struck them, and they all died. Then Allah brought them back to life after 
He killed them." Then he (' Abdur-Rahman) recited Allah's statement, 



(Then We raised you up after your death, so that you might be grateful), and said, "Musa said 
to them, ' Take the Book of Allah. 1 They said, ' No.' He said, ' What is the matter with you' They 
said, 'The problem is that we died and came back to life.' He said, 'Take the Book of Allah.' 
They said, ' No.' So Allah sent some angels who made the mountain topple over them." 

This shows that the Children of Israel were required to fulfill the commandments after they 
were brought back to life. However, Al-Mawardy said that there are two opinions about this 
matter. The first opinion is that since the Children of Israel witnessed these miracles, they 
were compelled to believe, so they did not have to fulfill the commandments. The second 
opinion states that they were required to adhere to the commandments, so that no responsible 
adult is free of such responsibilities. Al-Qurtubi said that this is what is correct, because, he 
said, although the Children of Israel witnessed these tremendous calamities and incidents, that 
did not mean that they were not responsible for fulfilling the commandments any more. Rather 
they are responsible for that, and this is clear. Allah knows best. 



(57. And We shaded you with clouds and sent down on you Al-Manna and the quail, (saying): 
"Eat of the good lawful things We have provided for you," (but they rebelled). And they did not 
wrong Us but they wronged themselves.) 

The Shade, the Manna and the Quail 



After Allah mentioned the calamities that He saved the Children of Israel from, He mentioned 
the favors that He granted them, saying, 



And We shaded you with clouds. This AOyah mentions the white clouds that provided shade for 
the Children of Israel, protecting them from the sun s heat during their years of wandering. In 
the H adOth about the trials, An-NasaO i recorded Ibn AbbaOs saying, AllaOh shaded the 
Children of Israel with clouds during the years of wandering. Ibn Abi H aOtim said, Narrations 
similar to that of Ibn AbbaOs were reported from Ibn Umar, Ar-RabO bin Anas, Abu Mijlaz, Ad - 
D ah h aOk, and As-Suddi. Al-H asan and QataOdah said that, 



(And We shaded you with clouds) "This happened when they were in the desert and the clouds 
shielded them from the sun." Ibn Jarir said that several scholars said that the type of cloud the 
Ayah mentioned, "was cooler and better than the type we know." 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



And sent down on you Al-Manna, The manna used to descend to them to the trees, and they 
used to eat whatever they wished of it. Also, QataOdah said, The manna, which was whiter 
than milk and sweeter than honey, used to rain down on the Children of Israel, just asthe snow 
falls, from dawn until sunrise. One of them would collect enough for that particular day, for if 
it remained more than that, it would spoil. On the sixth day, Friday, one would collect enough 
for the sixth and the seventh day, which was the Sabbath during which one would not leave 
home to seek his livelihood, or for anything else. All this occurred in the wilderness. The type 
of manna that we know provides sufficient food when eaten alone, because it is nutritious and 
sweet. When manna is mixed with water, it becomes a sweet drink. It also changes composition 
when mixed with other types of food. However, this is not the only type. The evidence to this 
fact isthat AI-BukhaOri narrated, that Sa Od bin Zayd said that the Messenger of AllaOh said, 



« » 

(Karm'ah (truffles) is a type of manna, and its liquid is a remedy for the eyes.) 

This Hadith was also collected by Imam Ahmad. The group of Hadith compilers, with the 
exception of Abu Dawud, also collected it, and At-Tirmidhi graded it Hasan Sahih. At-Tirmidhi 
recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(The ' Ajwah (pressed, dried date) is from Paradise and it cures poison, Al-Kam'ah (truffles) is a 
form of manna, and its liquid heals the eye.") At-Tirmidhi is the only one of them who recorded 
this Hadith. 

As for the quail (Salwa) in question, 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The 
(Salwa) is a bird that looks like the quail." This is the same opinion reported from Mujahid, Ash- 
Sha'bi, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, ' Ikrimah and Ar-RabP bin Anas, may Allah have mercy upon 
them. Also, 'Ikrimah said that the Salwa is a bird in Paradise about the size of a sparrow. 
Qatadah said "The Salwa is a bird that is similar to a sparrow. During that time, an Israelite 
could catch as many quails as was sufficient for that particular day, otherwise the meat would 
spoil. On the sixth day, Friday, he would collect what is enough for the sixth and the seventh 
day, the Sabbath, during which one was not allowed to depart his home to seek anything." 

Allah said, 



(Eat of the good lawful things We have provided for you,) (7:160) this form of command is a 
simple order of allowance, guiding to what is good. Allah said, 



(And they did not wrong Us but they wronged themselves) means, ' We commanded them to eat 
from what We gave them, and to perform the acts of worship (but they rebelled).' This Ayah is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful to Him) (34:15). 

Yet, the Children of Israel rebelled, disbelieved and committed injustice against themselves, 
even though they saw the clear signs, tremendous miracles and extraordinary events. 

The Virtue of Muhammad's Companions over the Companions of all 

Other Prophets 

Here it is important to point out the virtue of Muhammad's Companions over the companions of 
the other Prophets. This includes firmness in the religion, patience and the lack of arrogance, 
may Allah be pleased with them. Although the Companions accompanied the Prophet in his 



travels and battles, such as during the battle of Tabuk, in intense heat and hardship, they did 
not ask for a miracle, though this was easy for the Prophet by Allah's leave. And when the 
Companions became hungry, they merely asked the Prophet - to invoke Allah - for an increase 
in the amount of food. They collected whatever food they had and brought it to the Prophet , 
and he asked Allah to bless it, told each of them to take some food, and they filled every pot 
they had. Also, when they needed rain, the Prophet asked Allah to send down rain, and a rain 
cloud came. They drank, gave water to their camels and filled their water skins. When they 
looked around, they found that the cloud had only rained on their camp. This is the best 
example of those who were willing to accept Allah's decision and follow the Messenger of Allah 



(58. And (remember) when We said: "Enter this town (Jerusalem) and eat bountifully therein 
with pleasure and delight wherever you wish, and enter the gate in prostration (or bowing with 
humility) and say: ' Forgive us,' and We shall forgive you your sins and shall increase (reward) 
for the good-doers.") (59. But those who did wrong changed the word from that which had been 
told to them for another, so We sent upon the wrongdoers Rijz (a punishment) from the heaven 
because of their rebellion.) 

The Jews were Rebellious instead of Appreciative when They 

gained Victory 

Allah admonished the Jews for avoiding Jihad and not entering the holy land as they had been 
ordered to do when they came from Egypt with Musa. They were also commanded to fight the 
disbelieving ' Amaliq (Canaanites) dwelling in the holy land at that time. But they did not want 
to fight, because they were weak and exhausted. Allah punished them by causing them to 
become lost, and to continue wandering, as Allah has stated in Surat Al-Ma'idah (5). The 
correct opinion about the meaning of, 'the holy land' mentioned here is that it was Bayt Al- 
Maqdis (Jerusalem), as As-Suddi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Qatadah and Abu Muslim Al-Asfahani, as 
well as others have stated. Musa said, 



(0 people! Enter the holy land which Allah has assigned to you and turn not back (in flight).) 
(5:21) 

However, some scholars said that the holy land is Jericho, (Ariha') and this opinion was 
mentioned from Ibn 'Abbas and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd. 

After the years of wandering ended forty years later, in the company of Yuwsha' (Joshua) bin 
Nun, Allah allowed the Children of Israel to conquer the holy land on the eve of a Friday. On 
that day, the sun was kept from setting for a little more time, until victory was achieved. 
When the Children of Israel conquered the holy land, they were commanded to enter its gate 
while, 



(prostrating) in appreciation to Allah for making them victorious, triumphant, returning them 
to their land and saving them from being lost and wandering. AI-' Awfi said that Ibn ' Abbas said 
that, 



(and enter the gate Sujjadan) means, "While bowing". Ibn Jarir reported Ibn ' Abbas saying, 



(and enter the gate in prostration) means, "Through a small door while bowing." Al-Hakim 
narrated it, and Ibn Abi Hatim added, "And they went through the door backwards!" Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri said that they were ordered to prostrate on their faces when they entered the city, but 
Ar-Razi discounted this explanation. It was also said that the Sujud mentioned here means, 
' submissiveness', for actually entering while prostrating is not possible. 

Khasif said that ' Ikrimah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The door mentioned here was facing the 
Qiblah." Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that the door is the door 
of Hittah in lylya', which is Jerusalem. Ar-Razi also reported that some of them said that it was 
a door in the direction of the Qiblah". Khasif said that ' Ikrimah said that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
the Children of Israel entered the door sideways. As-Suddi said that Abu Sa' id Al-Azdy said that 
Abu Al-Kanud said that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that they were commanded to, u 



(enter the gate in prostration (or bowing with humility)) but instead, they entered while their 
heads were raised in defiance. 

Allah said next, 



(and say: " Hitt ah'). Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Seek Allah's forgiveness." Al-Hasan and Qatadah 
said that it means, "Say, x Relieve us from our errors." 



(and We shall forgive you your sins and shall increase (reward) for the good-doers) Here is the 
reward for fulfilling Allah's commandment. This Ayah means, "If you implement what We 
commanded you, We will forgive your sins and multiply your good deeds." In summary, upon 
achieving victory, the Children of Israel were commanded to submit to Allah in tongue and 
deed and, to admit to their sins and seek forgiveness for them, to be grateful to Allah for the 
blessings He gave them, hastening to do the deeds that Allah loves, as He said, 



(When there comes the help of Allah (to you, Muhammad against your enemies) and the 
conquest (of Makkah). And you see that the people enter Allah's religion (Islam) in crowds. So 
glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who accepts the 
repentance.) (110). 

Allah said, 



(But those who did wrong changed the word from that which had been told to them for 
another). 

Al-Bukhari recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(The Children of Israel were commanded to enter the door while bowing and to say ' Hittah'. 
Yet, they entered the door on their behinds, distorting the words. They said; ' Habbah (seed), 
in Sha' rah (a hair).') 

An-Nasa'i recorded this part of it from Abu Hurayrah only, but he has a chain from the Prophet , 
explaining Allah's statement, 



('Hittah'), saying, "So they deviated and said 'Habbah." Similar was recorded by ' Abdur- 
Razzaq, and his route was also collected by Al-Bukhari. Muslim and At-Tirmidhi narrated similar 
versions of this Hadit h, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 

The summary of what the scholars have said about this subject is that the Children of Israel 
distorted Allah's command to them to submit to Him in tongue and deed. They were 
commanded to enter the city while bowing down, but they entered while sliding on their rear 
ends and raising their heads! They were commanded to say, ' Hittah' meaning, "Relieve us from 
our errors and sins." However, they mocked this command and said, "Hintah (grain seed) in 
Sha'irah (barley)." This demonstrates the worst type of rebellion and disobedience, and it is 
why Allah released His anger and punishment upon them, all because of their sinning and 
defying His commands. Allah said, 



(So We sent upon the wrongdoers Rijz (a punishment) from the heaven because of their 
rebellion.) 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Every word in Allah's Book that says Rijz means, 'a 
punishment.'" Mujahid, Abu Malik, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan and Qatadah were reported to have said 
that Rijz means 'Torment.' Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Sa' d bin Malik, Usamah bin Zayd and 
Khuzaymah bin Thabit said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(The plague is a Rijz, a punishment with which Allah punished those before you.) 

This is also how An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith. In addition, the basis of this Hadith was 
collected in the Two Sahihs, 

« » 

(If you hear of the plague in a land, then do not enter it.) 

Ibn Jarir recorded Usamah bin Zayd saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(This calamity and sickness (i.e. the plague) is a Rijz, a punishment with which some nations 
who were before you were punished.) 

The basis of this Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs. 



(60. And (remember) when Musa asked for water for his people, We said: "Strike the stone with 
your stick." Then gushed forth therefrom twelve springs. Each (group of) people knew its own 
place for water. "Eat and drink of that which Allah has provided and do not act corruptly, 
making mischief on the earth.") 

Twelve Springs gush forth 



Allah said, "Remember My favor on you when I answered the supplication of your Prophet, 
Musa, when he asked Me to provide you with water. I made the water available for you, making 
it gush out through a stone. Twelve springs burst out of that stone, a designated spring for each 
of your tribes. You eat from the manna and the quails and drink from the water that I provided 
for you, without any effort or hardship for you. So worship the One Who did this for you. 



(And do not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth) meaning, "Do not return the favor by 
committing acts of disobedience that cause favors to disappear." 

Ibn 'Abbas said that the Children of Israel, "Had a square stone that Musa was commanded to 
strike with his staff and, as a result, twelve springs burst out of that stone, three on each side. 
Each tribe was, therefore, designated a certain spring, and they used to drink from their 
springs. They never had to travel from their area, they would find the same bounty in the same 
manner they had in the first area. "This narration is part of the long Hadith that An-Nasa'i, Ibn 
Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded about the trials. 

This story is similar to the story in Surat AI-' Araf (Chapter 7) although the latter was revealed 
in Makkah. In Surat Al-A' raf, Allah used the third person when He mentioned the Children of 
Israel to the Prophet and narrated what He favored them with. In this Surat Al-Baqarah, which 
was revealed in Al-Madinah, Allah directed His Speech at the Children of Israel. Further, Allah 
said in Surat Al-A' raf, 



(And there gushed forth out of it twelve springs) (7:160), describing what first occurred when 
the water begins to gush out. In the Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah, Allah described what happened 
later on, meaning when the water burst out in full force. Allah knows best. 



(61. And (remember) when you said, "0 Musa ! We cannot endure one kind of food. So invoke 
your Lord for us to bring forth for us of what the earth grows, its herbs, its cucumber its Fum, 
its lentils and its onions." He said, "Would you exchange that which is better for that which is 
lower Go you down to any town and you shall find what you want!") 



The Children of Israel preferred Foods inferior to Manna and Quails 

Allah said, "And remember My favor on you when I sent down the manna and quails to you, a 
good, pure, beneficial, easily acquired food. And remember your ungratefulness for what We 
granted you. Remember how you asked Musa to exchange this type of food for an inferior type 
that consists of vegetation, and so forth." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said about the Children of Israel, 
"They were bored and impatient with the type of food they were provided. They also 
remembered the life they used to live, when their diet consisted of lentils, onions, garlic and 
herbs." They said, 



(0 Musa I We cannot endure one kind of food. So invoke your Lord for us to bring forth for us of 
what the earth grows, its herbs, its cucumbers, itsFum, its lentils and its onions). They said, 



(One kind of food) meaning, the manna and quails, because they ate the same food day after 
day. The Ayah mentioned lentils, onions and herbs, which are all known types of foods. As for 
the Fum, Ibn Mas' ud read it, Thum (garlic). Also, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Al-Hasan said 
about the Ayah, 



(ItsFum), "Ibn 'Abbas said that Fum means, garlic." 

He also said that the expression, ' Fumu-lanna' means, * bake for us', according to the languages 
of old. Ibn Jarir commented, "If this is true, then 'Fum' is one of the words whose 
pronounciation were altered, the letter Ma' was replaced by the letter ' tha', since they are 
similar in sound." And Allah knows best. Others said that Fum is wheat, the kind used for bread. 
Al-Bukhari said, "Some of them said that Fum includes all grains or seeds that are eaten." 

Allah's statement, 



(He said, "Would you exchange that which is better for that which is lower") criticized the Jews 
for asking for inferior foods, although they were living an easy life, eating tasty, beneficial and 
pure food. Allah's statement, 



(Go you down to any Misr) means, 'any city', as Ibn 'Abbas said. Ibn Jarir also reported that 
Abu Al - ' AM yah and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas said that the Ayah refers to Misr, the Egypt of Fif awn. 
The truth is that the Ayah means any city, as Ibn ' Abbas and other scholars stated. Therefore, 
the meaning of Musa's statement to the Children of Israel becomes, "What you are asking for is 
easy, for it is available in abundance in any city that you might enter. So since what you asked 
for is available in all of the villages and cities, I will not ask Allah to provide us with it, 
especially when it is an inferior type of food. " This is why Musa said to them, 



(Would you exchange that which is better for that which is lower Go you down to any town and 
you shall find what you want!) 

Snce their request was the result of boredom and arrogance and since fulfilling it was 
unnecessary, their request was denied. Allah knows best. 



(61. And they were covered with humiliation and misery, and they drew on themselves the 
wrath of Allah. That was because they used to disbelieve in the Ayat (proofs, evidence) of Allah 
and killed the Prophets wrongfully. That was because they disobeyed and used to transgress 
the bounds (in their disobedience to Allah, i.e. commit crimes and sins.)) (2:61) 

Covering the Jews in Humiliation and Misery 

Allah said, 



(And they were covered with humiliation and misery). This Ayah indicates that the Children of 
Israel were plagued with humiliation, and that this will continue, meaning that it will never 



cease. They will continue to suffer humiliation at the hands of all who interact with them, 
along with the disgrace that they feel inwardly. Al-Hasan commented, "Allah humiliated them, 
and they shall have no protector. Allah put them under the feet of the Muslims, who appeared 
at a time when the Majus (Zoroastrians) were taking the Jizyah (tax) from the Jews." Also, Abu 
AI-'Aliyah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and As-Suddi said that 'misery' used in the Ayah means, 
'poverty.' 'Atiyah AI-'Awfi said that 'misery' means, 'paying the tilth (tax).' In addition, Ad- 
Dahhak commented on Allah's statement, 



(and they drew on themselves the wrath of Allah), "They deserved Allah's anger." Also, Ibn Jarir 
said that, 



(and they drew on themselves the wrath of Allah) means, "They went back with the wrath. 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours) (Al-Ma'idah 5:29) meaning, 
' You will end up carrying my, and your, mistakes instead of me'. Thus, the meaning of the Ayah 
becomes, 'They went back carrying Allah's anger; Allah's wrath descended on them; they 
deserved Allah's anger."' 

Allah's statement, 



(That was because they used to disbelieve in the Ayat (proofs, evidences, etc.) of Allah and 
killed the Prophets wrongfully.) means, "This is what We rewarded the Children of Israel with: 
humiliation and misery." Allah's anger that descended on the Children of Israel was a part of 
the humiliation they earned, because of their defiance of the truth, disbelief in Allah's Ayat 
and belittling the carriers of Allah's Law i.e. the Prophets and their following. The Children of 
Israel rejected the Messengers and even killed them. Surely, there is no form of disbelief worse 
than disbelieving in Allah's Ayat and murdering the Prophets of Allah. 

Meaning of Kibr 

Similarly, in a Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihsthe Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(" Kibr, is refusing the truth and degrading (belittling) people.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded, ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« : 

(The people who will receive the most torment on the Day of Resurrection are: a man who was 
killed by a Prophet or who killed a Prophet, an unjust ruler and one who mutilates (the dead).) 
Allah's statement, 



(That was because they disobeyed and used to transgress the bounds) mentions another reason 
why the Children of Israel were punished in this manner, for they used to disobey and 
transgress the limits. Disobedience is to do what is prohibited, while transgression entails 
overstepping the set limitsofwhat is allowed and what is prohibited. Allah knows best. 



(62. Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews and Christians, and Sabians (Sabi'in), 
whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day and does righteous good deeds shall have their 
reward with their Lord, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) 



Faith and doing Righteous Deeds equals Salvation in all Times 

After Allah described the condition - and punishment - of those who defy His commands, fall 
into His prohibitions and transgress set limits by committing prohibited acts, He stated that the 
earlier nations who were righteous and obedient received the rewards for their good deeds. 
This shall be the case, until the Day of Judgment. Therefore, whoever follows the unlettered 



Messenger and Prophet shall acquire eternal happiness and shall neither fear from what will 
happen in the future nor become sad for what has been lost in the past. Similarly, Allah said, 



(No doubt! Verily, the Awliya' of Allah, no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve) 
(10:62). 

The angels will proclaim to the dying believers, as mentioned, 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (alone)," and then they stand firm, on them the 
angels will descend (at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the 
glad tidings of Paradise which you have been promised!"). (41:30) 



The Meaning of Mu'min, or Believer 

AM bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, about, 



(Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews and Christians, and Sabians, whoever 
believes in Allah and the Last Day) that Allah revealed the following Ayah afterwards, 



(And whoever seeks religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the 
Hereafter he will be one of the losers) (3:85). 

This statement by Ibn 'Abbas indicates that Allah does not accept any deed or work from 
anyone, unless it conforms to the Law of Muhammad that is, after Allah sent Muhammad . 
Before that, every person who followed the guidance of his own Prophet was on the correct 
path, following the correct guidance and was saved 

Why the Jews were called ' Yahud 

The Jews are the followers of Prophet Musa, who used to refer to the Tawrah for judgment. 
Yahud is a word that means, 'repenting', just as Musa said, 



why the christians were called nasara 

("Who will be my helpers in Allah's cause" Al-Hawariyyun said: "We are the helpers of Allah.") 
(61:14) 

It was said that they were called 'Nasara', because they inhabited a land called An-Nasirah 
(Nazareth), as Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn 'Abbas were reported to have said, Allah knows 
best. Nasara is certainly plural for Nasran. 

When Allah sent Muhammad as the Last and Final Prophet and Messenger to all of the Children 
of Adam, mankind was required to believe in him, obey him and refrain from what he 
prohibited them; those who do this are true believers. The Ummah of Muhammad was called 
'Mu'minin' (believers), because of the depth of their faith and certainty, and because they 
believe in all of the previous Prophets and matters of the Unseen. 

The Sabi'un or Sabians 

There is a difference of opinion over the identity of the Sabians. Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that 
Layth bin Abu Sulaym said that Mujahid said that, "The Sabians are between the Majus, the 
Jews and the Christians. They do not have a specific religion." Smilar is reported from Ibn Abi 
Najih. Smilar statements were attributed to ' Ata' and Sa' id bin Jubayr. They (others) say that 
the Sabians are a sect among the People of the Book who used to read the Zabur (Psalms), 
others say that they are a people who worshipped the angels or the stars. It appears that the 
closest opinion to the truth, and Allah knows best, is Mujahid's statement and those who agree 
with him like Wahb bin Munabbih, that the Sabians are neither Jews nor Christians nor Majus 
nor polytheists. Rather, they did not have a specific religion that they followed and enforced, 
because they remained living according to their Fitrah (instinctual nature). This is why the 
idolators used to call whoever embraced Islam a ' Sabi', meaning, that he abandoned all 
religions that existed on the earth. Some scholars stated that the Sabians are those who never 
received a message by any Prophet. And Allah knows best. 



(63. And (0 Children of Isra'il, remember) when We took your covenant and We raised above 
you the Mount (saying): "Hold fast to that which We have given you, and remember that which 
is therein so that you may acquire Taqwa.) (64. Then after that you turned away. Had it not 
been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon you, indeed you would have been among the 
losers.) 



Taking the Covenant from the Jews 

Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the pledges, covenants and promisesthat He took from 
them to believe in Him alone, without a partner, and follow His Messengers. Allah stated that 
when He took their pledge from them, He raised the mountain above their heads, so that they 
affirm the pledge that they gave Allah and abide by it with sincerity and seriousness. Hence, 
Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when We raised the mountain over them as if it had been a canopy, and they 
thought that it was going to fall on them. (We said): "Hold firmly to what We have given you 
(Tawrah), and remember that which is therein (act on its commandments), so that you may 
fear Allah and obey Him.") (7:171). 

The mount mentioned here is At-Tur, just as it was explained in Surat Al-A' raf, according to 
the Tafsir of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, x Ata', * Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and 
others. This is more obvious. There is another report from Ibn x Abbas saying; ' The Tur is a type 
of mountain that vegetation grows on, if no vegetation grows on it, it is not called Tur.' And in 
the Hadith about the trials, Ibn 'Abbas said; "When they (the Jews) refused to obey, Allah 
raised the mountain above their heads so that they would listen." 

Al-Hasan said that Allah's statement, 



(Hold fast to that which We have given you) means, the Tawrah. Mujahid said that the Ayah 
commanded, "Strictly adhere to it." Abu AI-' Aliyah and Ar-Rabi' said that, 



(and remember that which is therein) means, "Read the Tawrah and implement it." Allah's 
statement, 



(Then after that you turned away. Had it not been for the grace of Allah) means, "Yet, after 
the firm pledge that you gave, you still deviated and broke your pledge"; 



(Had it not been for the grace and mercy of Allah upon you), meaning, by forgiving you and by 
sending the Prophets and Messengers to you, 



(Indeed you would have been among the losers) meaning, in this life and the Hereafter due to 
their breach of the covenant. 



(65. And indeed you knew those amongst you who transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath 
(i.e. Saturday). We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and rejected.") (66. So We made 
this punishment an example for those in front of it and those behind it, and a lesson for Al- 
Muttaqin (the pious.) 

The Jews breach the Sanctity of the Sabbath 

Allah said, 



(And indeed you knew). This Ayah means, Jews! Remember that Allah sent His torment on 
the village that disobeyed Him and broke their pledge and their covenant to observe the 
sanctity of the Sabbath. They began using deceitful means to avoid honoring the Sabbath by 
placing nets, ropes and artificial pools of water for the purpose of fishing before the Sabbath. 
When the fish came in abundance on Saturday as usual, they were caught in the ropes and nets 
for the rest of Saturday. During the night, the Jews collected the fish after the Sabbath ended. 
When they did that, Allah changed them from humans into monkeys, the animals having the 
form closest to humans. Their evil deeds and deceit appeared lawful on the surface, but they 
were in reality wicked. This is why their punishment was compatible with their crime. This 
story is explained in detail in Surat Al-A' raf, where Allah said (7:163), 



(And ask them (0 Muhammad ) about the town that was by the sea; when they transgressed in 
the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday): when their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath 
day, and did not come to them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus We made atrial of them, 
for they used to rebel (disobey Allah). )(7:163) 

In his Tafsir, AI-* Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbasthat he said, 



(We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and rejected") means, "Allah changed their bodies 
into those of monkeys and swines. The young people turned into monkeys while the old people 
turned into swine." Shayban An-Nahwi reported that Qatadah commented on, 



(We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and rejected"), "These people were turned into 
howling monkeys with tails, after being men and women." 

The Monkeys and 9wine that exist now are not the Descendants of 

Those that were transformed 



Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Those who violated the sanctity of the Sabbath 
were turned into monkeys, then they perished without offspring." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Allah turned them into monkeys because of their sins. They only lived on the 
earth for three days, for no transformed person ever lives more than three days. They did not 
eat, drink or have offspring. Allah transformed their shapes into monkeys, and He does what He 
wills, with whom He wills and He changes the shape of whomever He wills. On the other hand, 
Allah created the monkeys, swines and the rest of the creation in the six days (of creation) that 
He mentioned in His Book." 

Allah's statement, 



(So We made this punishment an example) means, Allah made the people of this village, who 
violated the sanctity of the Sabbath, 



(an example) via the way they were punished. Similarly, Allah said about Pharaoh, 



(So Allah, seized him with punishing example for his last and first transgression) (79:25). 
n Allah's statement, 



(for those in front of it and those behind it) meaning, for the other villages. Ibn 'Abbas 
commented, "Meaning, 'We made this village an example for the villages around it by the 
manner in which We punished its people.'" Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And indeed We have destroyed towns (populations) round about you, and We have 
(repeatedly) shown (them) the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) 
in various ways that they might return (to the truth and believe in the Oneness of Allah 
Islamic Monotheism)). (46:27) 

Therefore, Allah made them an example for those who lived during their time as well as a 
reminder for those to come, by preserving their story. This is why Allah said, 



(and a lesson for Al-Muttaqin (the pious)), meaning, a reminder. This Ayah means, "The 
torment and punishment that this village suffered was a result of indulging in Allah's 
prohibitions and their deceit. Hence, those who have Taqwa should be aware of their evil 
behavior, so that what occurred to this village does not befall them as well." Also, Imam Abu 
* Abdullah bin Battah reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Do not commit what the Jews committed, breaching what Allah has forbidden, by resorting to 
the lowest types of deceit.) 

ThisHadith has a good (Jayid) chain of narration. Allah knows best. 



(67. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "Verily, Allah commands you that you 
slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you make fun of us" He said, "I take Allah's refuge from being 
among Al-Jahi I in (the ignorant or the foolish).") 

The Story of the murdered Israeli Man and the Cow 

Allah said, 'O Children of Israel! Remember how I blessed you with miracle of the cow that was 
the means for discovering the identity of the murderer, when the murdered man was brought 
back to life.' 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded x Ubaydah As-Salmani saying, "There was a man from among the 
Children of Israel who was impotent. He had substantial wealth, and only a nephew who would 
inherit from him. 3d his nephew killed him and moved his body at night, placing it at the 
doorstep of a certain man. The next morning, the nephew cried out for revenge, and the 
people took up their weapons and almost fought each other. The wise men among them said, 
x Why would you kill each other, while the Messenger of Allah is still among you' 3d they went 
to Musa and mentioned the matter to him and Musa said, 



("Verily, Allah commands you that you slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you make fun of us" He 
said, "I take Allah's refuge from being among Al-Jahilin (the ignorant or the foolish))." "Had they 
not disputed, it would have been sufficient for them to slaughter any cow. However, they 
disputed, and the matter was made more difficult for them, until they ended up looking for the 
specific cow that they were later ordered to slaughter. They found the designated cow with a 
man, only who owned that cow. He said, ' By Allah! I will only sell it for its skin's fill of gold.' 3d 
they paid the cow's fill of its skin in gold, slaughtered it and touched the dead man with a part 
of it. He stood up, and they asked him, ~ Who killed you' He said, 'That man,' and pointed to his 
nephew. He died again, and his nephew was not allowed to inherit him. Thereafter, whoever 
committed murder for the purpose of gaining inheritance was not allowed to inherit." Ibn Jarir 
reported something similar to that. Allah knows best. 



(68. They said, "Call upon your Lord for us that He may make plain to us what it is!" He said, 
"He says, 'Verily, it is a cow neither too old nor too young, but (it is) between the two 
conditions', so do what you are commanded.") (69. They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to 
make plain to us its colour." He said, "He says, 'It is a yellow cow, bright in its colour, pleasing 
the beholders.' ") (70. They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to us what it is. 



Verily, to us all cows are alike. And surely, if Allah wills, we will be guided.") (71. He (Musa) 
said, "He says, 'It is a cow neither trained to till the soil nor water the fields, sound, having no 
blemish in it.' " They said, "Now you have brought the truth." 3d they slaughtered it though they 
were near to not doing it.) 



The Stubbornness of the Jews regarding the Cow; Allah made the 

Matter difficult for Them 

Allah mentioned the stubbornness of the Children of Israel and the many unnecessary questions 
they asked their Messengers. This is why when they were stubborn, Allah made the decisions 
difficult for them. Had they slaughtered a cow, any cow, it would have been sufficient for 
them, as Ibn ' Abbas and ' Ubaydah have said. Instead, they made the matter difficult, and this 
is why Allah made it even more difficult for them. They said, 



(Call upon your Lord for us that He may make plain to us what it is!), meaning, "What is this 
cow and what is its description" Musa said, 



(He says, ' Verily, it is a cow neither too old nor too young'), meaning, that it is neither old nor 
below the age of breeding. This is the opinion of Abu AI-" Aliyah, As-Suddi, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 
'Atiyah AI-' Awfi, ' Ata', Al-Khurasani, Wahb bin Munabbih, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
Ibn 'Abbas. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(But (it is) between the two conditions) means, "Neither old nor young. Rather, she was at the 
age when the cow is strongest and fittest." In his Taf sir AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas that, 



(bright in its colour) "A deep yellowish white." 
As-Suddi said, 



(pleasing the beholder) meaning, that it pleases those who see it. This is also the opinion of 
Abu AI-" Aliyah, Qatadah and Ar-RabP bin Anas. Furthermore, Wahb bin Munabbih said, "If you 
look at the cow's skin, you will think that the sun's rays radiate through its skin." The modern 
version of the Tawrah mentions that the cow in the Ayah was red, but this is an error. Or, it 
might be that the cow was so yellow that it appeared blackish or reddish in color. Allah's knows 
best. 



(Verily, to us all cows are alike) this means, that since cows are plentiful, then describe this 
cow for us further, 



(And surely, if Allah wills) and if you further describe it to us, 



(we will be guided. 



(He says, 'It is a cow neither trained to till the soil nor water the fields') meaning, it is not 
used in farming, or for watering purposes. Rather, it is honorable and fair looking. ' Abdur- 
Razzaq said that Ma' mar said that Qatadah said that, 



(sound) means, "The cow does not suffer from any defects." This is also the opinion of Abu Al- 
' Aliyah and Ar-Rabr . Mujahid also said that the Ayah means the cow is free from defects. 
Further, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani said that the Ayah means that its legs and body are free of physical 
defects. 

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(So they slaughtered it though they were near to not doing it) means, "They did not want to 
slaughter it." 

This means that even after all the questions and answers about the cow's description, the Jews 
were still reluctant to slaughter the cow. This part of the Qur'an criticized the Jews for their 
behavior, because their only goal was to be stubborn, and this is why they nearly did not 
slaughter the cow. Also, ' Ubaydah, Mujahid, Wahb bin Munabbih, Abu AI-'Aliyah and * Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "The Jews bought the cow with a large amount of money." 
There is a difference of opinion over this. 



(72. And (remember) when you killed a man and disagreed among yourselves as to the crime. 
But Allah brought forth that which you were Taktumun.) (73. So We said: "Strike him (the dead 
man) with a piece of it (the cow)." Thus Allah brings the dead to life and shows you His Ayat 
(proofs, evidences, etc.) so that you may understand.) 

Bringing the murdered Man back to Life 

Al-Bukhari said that, 



(And disagreed among yourselves as to the crime) means, "Disputed." 

This is also the Tafsir of Mujahid. " Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ad-Dahhak said, "Disputed about this 
matter." Also, Ibn Jurayj said that, 



(And (remember) when you killed a man and disagreed among yourselves as to the crime) 
means, some of them said, "You killed him," while the others said, "No you killed him." This is 
also the Tafsir of ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. Mujahid said that, 



(But Allah brought forth that which you were Taktumun) means, "what you were hiding." 



Allah said, 



(So We said: "Srike him (the dead man) with a piece of it (the cow)") meaning, "any part of the 
cow will produce the miracle (if they struck the dead man with it)." We were not told which 
part of the cow they used, as this matter does not benefit us either in matters of life or 
religion. Otherwise, Allah would have made it clear for us. Instead, Allah made this matter 
vague, so this is why we should leave it vague. Allah's statement, 



(Thus Allah brings the dead to life) means, "They struck him with it, and he came back to life." 
This Ayah demonstrates Allah's ability in bringing the dead back to life. Allah made this 
incident proof against the Jews that the Resurrection shall occur, and ended their disputing 
and st ubbornness over t he dead person. 

Allah mentioned His bringing the dead back to life in five instances in Surat Al-Baqarah. First 
Allah said, 



(Then We raised you up after your death). He then mentioned the story about the cow. Allah 
also mentioned the story of those who escaped death in their land, while they were numbering 
in the thousands. He also mentioned the story of the Prophet who passed by a village that was 
destroyed, the story of Abraham and the four birds, and the land that comes back to life after 
it has died. All these incidents and stories alert us to the fact that bodies shall again become 
whole, after they were rotten. The proof of Resurrection is also reiterated in Allah's statement, 



(And a sign for them isthe dead land. We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that 
they eat thereof. And We have made therein gardens of date palms and grapes, and We have 
caused springs of water to gush forth therein. 3d that they may eat of the fruit thereof and 
their hands made it not. Will they not then give thanks) (36:33-35). 



(74. Then after that your hearts were hardened and became as stones or even worse in 
hardness. And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush forth, and indeed, there are of 
them (stones) which split asunder so that water flows from them, and indeed, there are of 
them (stones) which fall down for fear of Allah. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.) 



The Harshness of the Jews 

Allah criticized the Children of Israel because they witnessed the tremendous signs and the 
Ayat of Allah, including bringing the dead back to life, yet, 



(Then after that your hearts were hardened). 

So their hearts were like stonesthat never become soft. This is why Allah forbade the believers 
from imitating the Jews when He said, 



(Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah Islamic 
Monotheism) to be affected by Allah's Reminder (this Qur'an), and that which has been revealed 
of the truth, lest they become as those who received the Scripture (the Tawrah) and the Injil 



(Gospel)) before (i.e. Jews and Christians), and the term was prolonged for them and so their 
hearts were hardened And many of them were Fasiqun (the rebellious, the disobedient to 
Allah)) (57:16). v In his Tafsir, AI-' Awfi said that Ibn * Abbas said, "When the dead man was 
struck with a part of the cow, he stood up and became more alive than he ever was. He was 
asked, ' Who killed you' He said, ' My nephews killed me.' He then died again. His nephews said, 
after Allah took his life away, " By Allah! We did not kill him' and denied the truth while they 
knew it. Allah said, 



(And became as stones or even worse in hardness). " 

And by the passage of time, the hearts of the Children of Israel were unlikely to accept any 
admonishment, even after the miracles and signs they wit hnessed. Their hearts became harder 
than stones, with no hope of ever softening. Sometimes, springs and rivers burst out of stones, 
some stones split and water comes out of them, even if there are no springs or rivers around 
them, sometimes stones fall down from mount aintops out of their fear of Allah. Muhammad bin 
Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush forth, and indeed, there are of them 
(stones) which split asunder so that water flows from them, and indeed, there are of them 
(stones) which fall down for fear of Allah), means, "Some stones are softer than your hearts, 
they acknowledge the truth that you are being called to, 



(And Allah is not unaware of what you do)." 

Solid Inanimate Objects possess a certain Degree of Awareness 

Some claimed that the Ayat mentioned the stones being humble as a metaphor. However, Ar- 
Razi, Al-Qurtubi and other Imams said that there is no need for this explanation, because Allah 
creates this characteristic - humbleness - in stones. For instance, Allah said, 



(Truly, We did offer Al-Amanah (the trust) to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, 
but they declined to bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allah's torment)) (33:72), 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that istherein, glorify Him) (17:44), 



(And the stars and the trees both prostrate themselves (to Allah)) (55:6), 



(Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows incline) (16:48), 



(They both said: "We come willingly.") (41:11) 



(Had We sent down thisQur'an on a mountain) (59:21), and, 



(And they will say to their skins, "Why do you testify against us" They will say: "Allah has caused 
usto speak.") (41:21). 

It is recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(This (Mount Uhud) is a mount that loves us and that we love.) 

Similarly, the compassion of the stump of the palm tree for the Prophet as confirmed in 
authentic narrations. In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(I know a stone in Makkah that used to greet me with the Salam before I was sent. I recognize 
this stone now.) 

He said about the Black Stone that, 



« » 

(On the Day of Resurrection it will t est if iy for those who kiss it.) 

There are several other texts with this meaning. The scholars of the Arabic language disagreed 
over the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(And became as stones or even worse in hardness) after agreeing that 'or' here is not being 
used to reflect doubt. Some scholars said that 'or' here means, 'and'. So the meaning 
becomes, "As hard as stones, and harder." For instance, Allah said, 



(And obey not a sinner or a disbeliever among them) (76:24), and, 



(To cut off all excuses or to warn) (77:6). 



Some other scholars said that ' or' here means, ' rather'. Hence, the meaning becomes, 'As hard 
as stones. Rather, harder.' For instance, Allah said, 



(A section of them fear men asthey fear Allah or even more) (4:77), 



(And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even more) (37:147), and, 



(And was at a distance of two bows' length or (even) nearer) (53:9). 

Some other scholars said that this Ayah means their hearts are only of two types, as hard as 
stone or harder than stone. Further, Ibn Jarir commented that this Taf sir means that some of 
their hearts are as hard as stone and some hearts are harder than stone. Ibn Jarir said that he 
favored this last Tafsir, although the others are plausible. I - Ibn Kathir - say that the last Tafsir 
is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled afire) (2:17), and then Misstatement, 



(Or like a rainstorm from the sky) (2:19). 
It is also similar to Allah's statement, 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert) (24:39), and then His 
statement, 



(Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like the darkness in avast deep sea) (24:40). 

This then means that some of them are like the first example, and some others are like the 
second example. Allah knows best. 



(75. Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in your religion inspite of the fact 
that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah), then they 
used to change it knowingly after they understood it) (76. And when they (Jews) meet those 
who believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe," but when they meet one another in private, 
they say, "Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims) what Allah has revealed to you that they 
(Muslims) may argue with you (Jews) about it before your Lord" Have you (Jews) then no 
understanding) (77. Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what they conceal and what they 
reveal) 

There was little Hope that the Jews Who lived during the Time of 
the Prophet could have believed 

Allah said, 



(Do you covet) believers, 



(That they will believe in your religion) meaning, that these people would obey you They are 
the deviant sect of Jews whose fathers witnessed the clear signs but their hearts became hard 
afterwards. Allah said next, 



(Inspite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah (the 
Tawrah), then they used to change it) meaning, distort its meaning, 



(after they understood it). They understood well, yet they used to defy the truth, 



(knowingly), being fully aware of their erroneous interpretations and corruption. This 
statement is similar to Allah's statement, 



(So, because of their violation of their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts grow 
hard. They change the wordsfrom their (right) places) (5:13). 

Qatadah commented that Allah's statement; 



(Then they used to change it knowingly after they understood it) "They are the Jews who used 
to hear Allah's Words and then alter them after they understood and comprehended them." 
Also, Mujahid said, "Those who used to alter it and conceal its truths; they were their scholars." 
Also, Ibn Wahb said that Ibn Zayd commented, 



(used to hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah), then they used to change it) "They altered the 
Tawrah that Allah revealed to them, making it say that the lawful is unlawful and the 
prohibited is allowed, and that what is right is false and that what is false is right. So when a 
person seeking the truth comes to them with a bribe, they judge his case by the Book of Allah, 
but when a person comes to them seeking to do evil with a bribe, they take out the other 
(distorted) book, in which it is stated that he is in the right. When someone comesto them who 
is not seeking what is right, nor offering them bribe, then they enjoin righteousness on him. 
This is why Allah said to them, 



(Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and every act of obedience to Allah) on the people 
and you forget (to practise it) yourselves, while you recite the Scripture (the Tawrah)! Have 
you then no sense) (2:44)" 

The Jews knew the Truth of the Prophet , but disbelieved in Him 

Allah said next, 



(And when they (Jews) meet those who believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe", but when 
they meet one another in private..). Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
commented, 



(And when they (Jews) meet those who believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe") "They believe 
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, " But he was only sent for you (Arabs)"' However, 
when they meet each other they say, "Do not convey the news about this Prophet to the Arabs, 
because you used to ask Allah to grant you victory over them when he came, but he was sent to 
them (not to you)." Allah then revealed, 



(And when they (Jews) meet those who believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe," but when 
they meet one another in private, they say, "Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims) what Allah 
has revealed to you, that they (Muslims) may argue with you (Jews) about it before your Lord") 
meaning, "If you admit to them that he is a Prophet, knowing that Allah took the covenant from 
you to follow him, they will know that Muhammad is the Prophet that we were waiting for and 
whose coming we find foretold of in our Book. Therefore, do not believe in him and deny him." 
Allah said, 



(Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal). 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "When the Jews met the believers they used to say, 'We believe.' When 
they met each other, some of them would say, ' Do not talk to the companions of Muhammad 
about what Allah has foretold in your Book, so that the news (that Muhammad is the Final 
Messenger) does not become a proof for them against you with your Lord, and, thus, you will 
win the dispute.'" Further, Abu Al-' Aliyah said about Allah's statement, 



(Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal), "Meaning 
their secret denial and rejection of Muhammad, although they find his coming recorded in their 
Book." This is also the Tafsir of Qatadah. Al-Hasan commented on, 



(That Allah knows what they conceal), "What they concealed refers to when they were alone 
with each other away from the Companions of Muhammad . Then they would forbid each other 
from conveying the news that Allah revealed to them in their Book to the Companions of 
Muhammad , fearing that the Companions would use this news (about the truth of Muhammad ) 
against them before their Lord." 



(And what they reveal) meaning, when they said to the Companions of Muhammad 



(We believe), as Abu Al-' Aliyah, Ar-Rabr and Qatadah stated. 



(78. And there are among them (Jews) * Ummyyun (unlettered) people, who know not the Book, 
but they trust upon Amani (false desires) and they but guess.) (79. Then woe to those who 
write the book with their own hands and then say, "This is from Allah," to purchase with it a 
little price! Woe to them for what their hands have written and woe to them for that they earn 
thereby.) 

The Meaning of ' Ummi 

Allah said, 



(And there are among them Ummyyun people) meaning, among the People of the Book, as 
Muj ah id stated. Ummyyun, is plural for Ummi, that is, a person who does not write, as Abu Al- 
' Aliyah, Ar-Rabr , Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and others said. This meaning is clarified by 
Allah's statement, 



(Who know not the Book) meaning, are they not aware of what is in it. 



Ummi was one of the descriptions of the Prophet because he was unlettered. For instance, 
Allah said, 



(Neither did you (0 Muhammad ) read any book before it (this Qur'an) nor did you write any 
book (whatsoever) with your right hand. In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might 
have doubted) (29:48). 



Also, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(We are an Ummi nation, neither writing nor calculating. The (lunar) month is like this, this 
and this (i.e. thirty or twenty-nine days.) 

This Hadith stated that Muslims do not need to rely on books, or calculations to decide the 
timings of their acts of worship. Allah also said, 



(He it is Who sent among the Ummiyyin ones a Messenger (Muhammad ) from among 
themselves) (62:2). 

The Explanation of Amani 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn " Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(But they trust upon Amani) means, "It is just a false statement that they utter with their 
tongues." It was also said that Amani means 'wishes and hopes'. Mujahid commented, "Allah 
described the Ummiyyin as not understanding any of the Book that Allah sent down to Musa, 
yet they create lies and falsehood." Therefore, the word Amani mentioned here refers to lying 
and falsehood. Mujahid said that Allah's statement, 



(And they but guess) means, "They lie." Qatadah, Abu AI-'Aliyah and Ar-Rabr said that it 
means, "They have evil false ideas about Allah." 

Woe unto Those Criminals among the Jews 

Allah said, 



(Then Waylun (woe) to those who write the book with their own hands and then say, "This is 
from Allah," to purchase with it a little price!). 

This is another category of people among the Jews who called to misguidance with falsehood 
and lies about Allah, thriving on unjustly amassing people's property. 'Waylun (woe)' carries 
meanings of destruction and perishing, and it is a well-known word in the Arabic language. Az- 
Zuhri said that 'Ubadydullah bin 'Abdullah narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "O Muslims! How 
could you ask the People of the Book about anything, while the Book of Allah (Qur'an) that He 
revealed to His Prophet is the most recent Book from Him and you still read it fresh and young 
Allah told you that the People of the Book altered the Book of Allah, changed it and wrote 
another book with their own hands. They then said, 'This book is from Allah,' so that they 
acquired a small profit by it. Hasn't the knowledge that came to you prohibited you from asking 
them By Allah! We have not seen any of them asking you about what was revealed to you." This 
Hadith was also collected by Al-Bukhari. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The little amount here means 
this life and all that it contains." 

Allah's statement, 



(Woe to them for what their hands have written and woe to them for that they earn thereby) 
means, "Woe to them because of what they have written with their own hands, the lies, 
falsehood and alterations. Woe to them because of the property that they unjustly acquired." 
Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



(Woe to them), "Means the torment will be theirs because of the lies that they wrote with their 
own hands, 



(And woe to them for that they earn thereby), which they unjustly acquired from people, be 
they commoners or otherwise." 



(80. And they (Jews) say, "The Fire shall not touch us but for a few numbered days." Say (0 
Muhammad to them): "Have you taken a covenant from Allah, so that Allah will not break His 
covenant Or is it that you say of Allah what you know not") 



The Jews hope They will only remain in the Fire for a Few Days 

Allah mentioned the claim of the Jews, that the Fire will only touch them for a few days, and 
then they will be saved from it. Allah refuted thisclaim by saying, 



(Say (0 Muhammad to them): "Have you taken a covenant from Allah'). Hence, the Ayah 
proclaims, * if you had a promise from Allah for that, then Allah will never break His promise. 
However, such promise never existed. Rather, what you say, about Allah, you have no 
knowledge of and you thus utter a lie about Him.' Al-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said about the 
Ayah, 



(And they (Jews) say, "The Fire shall not touch us but for a few numbered days."). "The Jews 
said, 'The Fire will only touch us for forty days.'" Qhers added that this was the period during 
which the Jews worshipped the calf. 

Also, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah reported Abu Hurayrah saying, 



« » 



(When Khaybar was conquered, a roasted poisoned sheep was presented to the Prophet as a 
gift (by the Jews). The Messenger of Allah ordered, 'Assemble before me all the Jews who 
were here.' The Jews were summoned and the Prophet said (to them), 'Who is your father' 
They replied, 'Sb-and-so.' He said, 'You have lied; your father is so-and-so.' They said, 'You 
have uttered the truth.' He said, ' Wll you now tell me the truth, if I ask you about something' 
They replied, ' Yes, O Abul-Qasim; and if we should tell a lie, you will know our lie as you have 
about our fathers.' On that he asked, 'Who are the people of the (Hell) Fire' They said, 'We 
shall remain in the (Hell) Fire for a short period, and after that you will replace us in it.' The 
Prophet said, ' May you be cursed and humiliated in it! By Allah, we shall never replace you in 
it.' Then he asked, ' Will you tell me the truth if I ask you a question' They said, ' Yes, Abul- 
Qasim.' He asked, ' Have you poisoned this sheep' They said, ' Yes.' He asked, ' What made you 
do so' They said, ' We wanted to know if you were a liar, in which case we would get rid of you, 
and if you were a Prophet then the poison would not harm you.') Imam Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and 
An-Nasa'i recorded similarly. 



(81. Yes! Whosoever earns evil and his sin has surrounded him, they are dwellers of the Fire 
(i.e. Hell); they will dwell therein forever). (82. And those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds, they are dwellers of Paradise, they will dwell therein forever.) 

Allah says, the matter is not as you have wished and hoped it to be. Rather, whoever does an 
evil deed and abides purposefully in his error, coming on the Day of Resurrection with no good 
deeds, only evil deeds, then he will be among the people of the Fire. 



(And those who believe and do righteous good deeds) meaning, "They believe in Allah and His 
Messenger and perform the good deeds that conform with the Islamic Law. They shall be among 
the people of Paradise." Allah said in a similar statement, 



(It will not be in accordance with your desires (Muslims), nor those of the People of the 
Scripture (Jews and Christians), whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof, and 
he will not find any protector or helper besides Allah. And whoever does righteous good deeds, 
male or female, and is a (true) believer in the Oneness of Allah (Muslim) , such will enter 
Paradise and not the least injustice, even the size of a Naqira (speck on the back of a date 
stone), will be done to them) (4: 123-124). 

Also, Abu Hurayrah, Abu Wa'il, ' At a', and Al-Hasan said that, 



(And his sin has surrounded him) means, "His Shirk (polytheism) has surrounded him." Also, Al- 
A' mash reported from Abu Razin that Ar-Rabi' bin Khuthaym said, 



(And his sin has surrounded him), "Whoever dies before repenting from his wrongs." As-Suddi 
and Abu Razin said similarly. Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ar-RabP bin Anas 
said that, 



(And his sin has surrounded him) refers to major sins. All of these statements carry similar 
meanings, and Allah knows best. 

When Small Sins gather, They bring about Destruction 

Here we should mention the Hadith that Imam Ahmad recorded, in which 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Beware of the belittled sins, because they gather on a person until they destroy him.) 
He then said that the Messenger of Allah gave them an example, 

» 



« 

(This is the example of people who set up camp on a flat land, and then their servants came. 
One of them collected some wood and another man collected some wood until they collected a 
great deal. They then started a fire and cooked what they put on it.) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, they are dwellers of Paradise, they will 
dwell therein forever) "Whoever believes in what you (Jews) did not believe in and implements 
what you refrained from implementing of Muhammad's religion, shall acquire Paradise for 
eternity. Allah stated that the recompense for good or evil works shall remain with its people 
for eternity. " 



(83. And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children of Israel, (saying): Worship 
none but Allah (alone) and be dutiful and good to parents, and to kindred, and to orphans and 
(the poor), and speak good to people and perform As-Salah and give Zakah. Then you slid back, 
except a few of you, while you are backsliders.) 

The Covenant that Allah took from the Children of Israel 

Allah reminded the Children of Israel of the commandments that He gave them, and the 
covenants that He took from them to abide by those commands, and how they intentionally 
and knowingly turned away from all of that. Allah commanded them to worship Him and to 
associate none with Him in worship, just as He has commanded all of His creatures, for this is 
why Allah created them. Allah said, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad ) but We revealed to him 
(saying): La ilaha ilia Ana none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allah) , so worship Me 
(alone and none else)) (21:25), and, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): 
"Worship Allah (alone), and avoid the Taghut (all false deities,)) (16:36). 

This is the highest and most important right, that is, Allah's right that He be worshipped alone 
without partners. 

After that comes the right of the creatures, foremost, the right of the parents. Allah usually 
mentions the rights of the parents along with His rights. For instance, Allah said, 



(Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination) (31:14). Also, Allah 
said, 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your 
parents) (17:23), until, 



(And give to the kinsman his due and to the Miskin (poor) and to the wayfarer) (17:26). The 
Two Sahihs record that Ibn Mas' ud said, 



» 



« » 



« » 



« » 



(I said, x Messenger of Allah! What is the best deed' He said, ' Performing the prayer on time.' 
I said, 'Then what' He said, ' Being kind to one's parents.' I said, ' Then what' He said, " Jihad in 
the cause of Allah.') 

Allah then said, 



(and to orphans) meaning, the young who have no fathers to fend for them. 



(and Al-Masakin (the poor)), plural for Miskin, the one who does not find what he needs to 
spend on himself and his family. We will discuss these categories when we explain the Ayah of 
Surat An-Nisa' where Allah said, 



(Worship Allah and join none with Him (in worship); and do good to parents) (4:36). 
Allah's statement, 



(and speak good to people) meaning, say good words to them and be lenient with them, this 
includes commanding good and forbidding evil. Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on Allah's 
statement, 



(and speak good to people), "/The good saying' means commanding good and forbidding evil, 
and being patient and forgiving. The 'good words to people', as Allah commanded, also 
includes every good type of behavior that Allah is pleased with." Imam Ahmad narrated that 
Abu Dharr said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Do not belittle any form of righteousness, and even if you did not find any good deed except 
meeting your brother with a smiling face, then do so.) 

This Hadith was also collected by Muslim in hisSahih and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih. 



Allah commands the servants to say good words to people, after He commanded them to be 
kind to them, thereby mentioning two categories of manners: good speech and good actions. 
He then emphasized the command to worship Him and the command to do good, ordaining the 
prayer and the Zakah, 



(and perform As-Salah and give Zakah). Allah informed us that the People of the Book, except 
for a few among them, ignored these orders, that is, they knowingly and intentionally 
abandoned them. Allah ordered this Ummah similarly in Surat An-Nisa' when He said, 



(Worship Allah and join none with Him (in worship); and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, 
Al-Masakin (the poor), the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the 
companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (servants) whom your right hands 
possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful) (4:36). 

Of these orders, this Ummah has practiced what no other nation before it has, and all praise is 
due to Allah. 



(84. And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not the blood of your 
(people), nor turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified and (to 
this) you bore witness.) (85. After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a party of 
you from their homes, assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and transgression. And if they 
come to you as captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion was forbidden to you. 
Then do you believe in a part of the Book and reject the rest Then what is the recompense of 
those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and on the Day of 
Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of 
what you do.) (86. Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the 
Hereafter. Their torment shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped.) 

The Terms of the Covenant and their Breach of It 

Allah criticized the Jews who lived in Al-Madinah during the time of the Messenger of Allah . 
They used to suffer, because of the armed conflicts between the tribes of Al-Madinah, Awsand 
Khazraj. Before Islam, the Aws and Khazraj worshipped idols, and many battles took place 
between them. There were three Jewish tribes in Al-Madinah at that time, Banu Qaynuqa* and 
Banu An-Nadir, the allies of the Khazraj, and Banu Qurayzah, who used to be the allies of the 
Aws. When war erupted between Aws and Khazraj, their Jewish allies would assist them. The 
Jew would kill his Arab enemy, and sometimes they also killed Jews who were the allies of the 
other Arab tribe, although the Jews were prohibited from killing each other according to clear 
religious texts in their Books. They would also drive each other from their homes and loot 
whatever furniture and money they could. When the war ended, the victorious Jews would 
release the prisoners from the defeated party, according to the rulings of the Tawrah. This is 
why Allah said, 



(Then do you believe in apart of the Scripture and reject the rest) Allah said, 



(And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not the blood of your (people), 
nor turn out your own people from their dwellings.) meaning, "Do not kill each other, nor expel 
one another from their homes, nor participate in fighting against them." Allah mentioned the 
word " your own' here, just as He said in another Ayah. 



(So turn in repentance to your Creator and kill yourselves, that will be better for you with your 
Creator) (2:54) because the followers of one religion are just like one soul. Also, the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The example of the believers in their kindness, mercy and sympathy to each other is the 
example of one body, when an organ of it falls ill, the rest of the body rushes to its aid in fever 
and sleeplessness.) Allah's statement, 



(Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bore witness.) means, "You testified that you know 
of the covenant and that you were witnesses to it." 



(After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a party of you from their homes) 
Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a party of you from their homes) "Allah 
mentioned what they were doing, and that in the Tawrah He had prohibited them from 
shedding each other's blood, and required them to free their prisoners. Now they were divided 
into two camps in Al-Madinah, Banu Qaynuqa' , who were the allies of the Khazraj, and An- 
Nadir and Qurayzah, who were the allies of the Aws. When fighting erupted between Aws and 
Khazraj, Banu Qaynuqa' would fight along with the Khazraj, while Banu An-Nadir and Qurayzah 
would fight along with the Aws. Each Jewish camp would fight against their Jewish brethren 
from the other camp. They would shed each other's blood, although they had the Tawrah with 
them, and they knew their rights and dues. Meanwhile, the Aws and Khazraj were polyt heists 
who worshipped idols. They did not know about Paradise, the Fire, Resurrection, Divine Books 
the lawful and prohibited. When the war would end, the Jews would ransom their prisoners and 
implement the Tawrah. Consequently, Banu Qaynuqa' would ransom their prisoners who were 
captured by the Aws, while Banu An-Nadir and Qurayzah would ransom their prisoners who 
were captured by the Khazraj. They would also ask for blood money. During these wars, they 
would kill whomever (Jews or Arabs) they could, while helping the polyt heists against their 
brethren. Therefore, Allah reminded them of thiswhen He said, 



(Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest) This Ayah means, ' Do you 
ransom them according to the rulings of the Tawrah, yet kill them while the Tawrah forbade 
you from killing them and from expelling them from their homes The Tawrah also commanded 
that you should not aid the polyt heists and those who associate with Allah in the worship 
against your brethren. You do all this to acquire the life of this world.' I was informed that the 
behavior of the Jews regarding the Aws and Khazraj was the reason behind revealing these 
Ayat." 

These noble Ayat criticized the Jews for implementing the Tawrah sometimes and defying it at 
other times, although they believed in the Tawrah and knew what they were doing was wrong. 
This is why they should not be trusted to preserve or convey the Tawrah. Further, they should 
not be believed when it comes to the description of the Messenger of Allah , his coming, his 
expulsion from his land, and his Hijrah, and the rest of the information that the previous 
Prophets informed them about him, all of which they hid. The Jews, may they suffer the curse 
of Allah, hid all of these facts among themselves, and this is why Allah said, 



(Then what is the recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this 
world), because they defied Allah's Law and commandments, 



(And on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment) as 
punishment for defying the Book of Allah that they had. 



(And Allah is not unaware of what you do. Those are they who have bought the life of this 
world at the price of the Hereafter) meaning, they prefer this life to the Hereafter. Therefore, 



(Their torment shall not be lightened) not even for an hour, 



(Nor shall they be helped), and they shall find no helper who will save them from the eternal 
torment they will suffer, nor shall they find any to grant them refuge from it. 



(87. And indeed, We gave Musa the Book and followed him up with a succession of Messengers. 
And We gave ' Isa, the son of Maryam, clear signs and supported him with Ruh-il-Qudus. Is it 
that whenever there came to you a Messenger with what you yourselves desired not, you grew 
arrogant Some you disbelieved and some you killed.) 



The Arrogance of the Jews who denied and killed Their Prophets 



and desires. Allah mentioned that He gave Musa the Book, the Tawrah, and that the Jews 
changed, distorted, and defied its commands, as well as altered its meanings. 

Allah sent Messengers and Prophets after Musa who followed his law, as Allah stated, 



(Verily, We did reveal the Tawrah (to Musa), therein was guidance and light, by which the 
Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah's will, judged for the Jews. And the rabbis and 
the priests (too judged for the Jews by the Tawrah after those Prophets), for to them was 
entrusted the protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto) (5:44). This is why 
Allah said here, 



(And Qaffayna him with Messengers). 

As-Suddi said that Abu Malik said that Qaffayna means, "Succeeded", while others said, 
"Followed". Both meanings are plausible, since Allah said, 



(Then We sent Our Messengers in succession) (23:44). 

Thereafter, Allah sent the last Prophet among the Children of Israel, * Isa the son of Mary, who 
was sent with some laws that differed with some in the Tawrah. This is why Allah also sent 
miracles to support ' Isa. These included bringing the dead back to life, forming the shape of 
birds from clay and blowing into them, afterwhich they became living birds by Allah's leave, 
healing the sick and foretelling the Unseen, as Ibn " Abbas stated. Allah also aided him with Ruh 
Al-Qudus, and that refers to Jibril. All of these signs testified to the truthfulness of ' Isa and 
what he was sent with. Yet, the Children of Israel became more defiant and envious of him and 
did not want to differ with even one part of the Tawrah, as Allah said about ' Isa, 



(And to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a 
proof from your Lord) (3:50). 

Hence, the Children of Israel treated the Prophets in the worst manner, rejecting some of them 
and killing some of them. All of this occurred because the Prophets used to command the Jews 
with what differed from their desires and opinions. The Prophets also upheld the rulings of the 
Tawrah that the Jews had changed, and this is why it was difficult for them to believe in these 
Prophets. Therefore, they rejected the Prophets and killed some of them. Allah said, 



(Is it that whenever there came to you a Messenger with what you yourselves desired not, you 
grew arrogant Same you disbelieved and some you kill). 

Jibril isRuh Al-Qudus 

The proof that Jibril is the Ruh Al-Qudus is the statement of Ibn Mas' ud in explanation of this 
Ayah. This is also the view of Ibn ' Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Isma* il bin Khalid, As-Suddi, Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas, x Atiyah Al-' Awfi and Qatadah. Additionally, Allah said, 



(Which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has brought down. Upon your heart (0 Muhammad ) that 
you may be (one) of the warners) (26:193-194). 

Al-Bukhari recorded ' A'ishah saying that the Messenger of Allah erected a Minbar in the Masjid 
on which Hassan bin Thabit (the renowned poet) used to defend the Messenger of Allah (with 
his poems). The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Aid Hassan with Ruh Al-Qudus, for he defended Your Prophet.) 

Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith in his Sunan as did At-Tirmidhi who graded it Hasan Sahih. 
Further, Ibn Hibban recorded in his Sahih that Ibn Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Ruh Al-Qudus informed me that no soul shall die until it finishes its set provisions and term 
limit. Therefore, have Taqwa of Allah and seek your sustenance in the most suitable way.) 



The Jews tried to kill the Prophet 

Az-Zamakhshari commented on Allah's statement, 



(Some you disbelieved and some you kill), "Allah did not say 'killed' here, because the Jews 
would still try to kill the Prophet in the future, using poison and magic." During the illness that 
preceded his death, the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(I kept feeling the effect of what I ate (from the poisoned sheep) during the day of Khaybar, 
until now, when it is the time that the aorta will be cut off (meaning when death is near).) 

This Hadith was collected by Al-Bukhari and others 



(88. And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf." Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so 
little isthat which they believe.) 



Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf ."), means, "Our hearts are screened." Mujahid also said 
that, 



(And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf."), means, "They are covered. "' Ikrimah said, "There is a 
stamp on them." Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "They do not comprehend." Mujahid and Qatadah said 
that Ibn 'Abbas read the Ayah in a way that means, "Our hearts contain every type of 
knowledge and do not need the knowledge that you (0 Muhammad) have." This isthe opinion of 
' At a' and Ibn ' Abbas. 



(Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief) meaning, "Allah expelled them and deprived 
them of every type of righteousness." Qatadah said that the Ayah, 



(So little isthat which they believe.) means, "Only a few of them believe." Allah's statement, 



(And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf.") is similar to His statement, 



(And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings (screened) from that to which you invite us) 
(41:5). 

This is why Allah said here, 



(Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so little is that which they believe.) meaning, 
"It is not as they claim. Rather, their hearts are cursed and stamped," just as Allah said in Surat 
An-Nisa' (4:155), 



(And of their saying: "Our hearts are wrapped (with coverings, i.e. we do not understand what 
the Messengers say) nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief, so 
they believe not but a little.) 

There is a difference of opinion regarding the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(So little isthat which they believe.) and His statement, 



(So they believe not except a few). Some scholars said that the Ayat indicate that a few of 
them would believe, or that their faith is minute, because they believe in Resurrection and in 
Allah's reward and punishment that Musa foretold. Yet, this faith will not benefit them since it 
is overshadowed by their disbelief in what Muhammad brought them. Some scholars said that 
the Jews did not actually believe in anything and that Allah said, 



(So little is that which they believe), meaning, they do not believe. This meaning is similar to 
the Arabic expression, "Hardly have I seen anything like this," meaning, "I have never seen 
anything like this." 



(89. And when there came to them (the Jews), a Book (this Qur'an) from Allah confirming what 
is with them (the Tawrah) and the Injil (Gospel), although aforetime they had invoked Allah 
(for the coming of Muhammad ) in order to gain victory over those who disbelieved, then when 
there came to them that which they had recognised, they disbelieved in it. 3d let the curse of 
Allah be on the disbelievers.) 

The Jews were awaiting the Prophet's coming, but They disbelieved 

in Him when He was sent 

Allah said, 



(And when there came to them) meaning, the Jews, 



(a Book from Allah) meaning, the Qur'an that Allah sent down to Muhammad, 



(confirming what is with them) meaning, the Tawrah. Further, Allah said, 



(although aforetime they had invoked Allah (for coming of Muhammad ) in order to gain victory 
over those who disbelieved) meaning, before this Messenger came to them, they used to ask 
Allah to aid them by his arrival, against their polytheistic enemies in war. They used to say to 
the polytheists, "A Prophet shall be sent just before the end of this world and we, along with 
him, shall exterminate you, just as the nations of 'Ad and Iram were exterminated." Also, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Jews used to invoke Allah (for the 
coming of Muhammad ) in order to gain victory over the Aws and Khazraj, before the Prophet 
was sent. When Allah sent him to the Arabs, they rejected him and denied what they used to 
say about him. Hence, Mu' adh bin Jabal and Bishr bin Al-Bara' bin Ma' rur, from Bani Salamah, 
said to them, ' Jews! Fear Allah and embrace Islam. You used to invoke Allah for the coming 
of Muhammad when we were still disbelievers and you used to tell us that he would come and 
describe him to us,' Salam bin Mushkim from Bani An-Nadir replied, ' He did not bring anything 
that we recognize. He is not the Prophet we told you about.' Allah then revealed this Ayah 
about their statement, 



(And when there came to them (the Jews), a Book (this Qur'an) from Allah confirming what is 
with them (the Tawrah) and the Injil (Gospel)).'" 

Abu AI-' Aliyah said, "The Jews used to ask Allah to send Muhammad so that they would gain 
victory over the Arab disbelievers. They used to say, ' Allah! Send the Prophet that we read 
about - in the Tawrah - so that we can torment and kill the disbelievers alongside him.' When 
Allah sent Muhammad and they saw that he was not one of them, they rejected him and envied 
the Arabs, even though they knew that he was the Messenger of Allah. Hence, Allah said, 



(Then when there came to them that which they had recognized, they disbelieved in it. 3d let 
the curse of Allah be on the disbelievers). " 



(90. How bad is that for which they have sold their own selves, that they should disbelieve in 
that which Allah has revealed (the Qur'an), grudging that Allah should reveal of His grace unto 
whom He wills of His servants. 3d they have drawn on themselves wrath upon wrath. And for 
the disbelievers, there is disgracing torment.) 

Mujahid said, 



(How bad is that for which they have sold their own selves), "The Jews sold the truth for 
falsehood and hid the truth about Muhammad ." As-Suddi said that the Ayah, 



(How bad is that for which they have sold their own selves) means, "The Jews sold themselves." 
meaning, what is worse is what they chose for themselves by disbelieving in what Allah 
revealed to Muhammad instead of believing, aiding and supporting him. This behavior of theirs 
isthe result of their injustice, envy and hatred, 



(grudging that Allah should reveal of His grace unto whom He wills of His servants). " There is 
no envy worse than this. Therefore, 



(So they have drawn on themselves wrath upon wrath). Ibn 'Abbas commented on this Ayah, 
"Allah became angry with them because they ignored some of the Tawrah and disbelieved in 
the Prophet that He sent to them." I (Ibn Kathir) say that the meaning of, 



(And they drew on themselves) is that they deserved and acquired multiplied anger. Also, Abu 
Al-' Aliyah said, "Allah became angry with them, because of their disbelief in the Injil and x Isa 
and He became angry with them again, because they disbelieved in Muhammad and the 
Qur'an." Similar was said by * Ikrimah and Qatadah. Allah said, 



(And for the disbelievers, there is disgracing torment). Snce their disbelief was a result of 
their transgression and envy, which was caused by arrogance, they were punished with disgrace 
and humiliation in thisworld and the Hereafter. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship (i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness) 
they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!") (40:60) meaning, "Disgraced, degraded and 



humiliated." Imam Ahmad narrated that 'Amr bin Shif ayb said that his father said that his 
grandfather said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(The arrogant people will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection in the size of ants, but in the 
shape of men. Everything shall be above them, because of the humiliation placed on them, 
until they enter a prison in Jahannam called * Bawlas' where the fire will surround them from 
above. They shall drink from the puss of the people of the Fire.) 



(91. And when it is said to them (the Jews), "Believe in what Allah has sent down," they say, 
"We believe in what was sent down to us." And they disbelieve in that which came after it, 
while it is the truth confirming what is with them. Say (0 Muhammad to them): "Why then have 
you killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you indeed have been believers") (92. And indeed 
Musa came to you with clear proofs, yet you worshipped the calf after he left, and you were 
Zalimun.) 



Although The Jews denied the Truth, They claimed to be Believers! 



Allah said, 



(And when it is said to them), meaning, the Jews and the People of the Book, 



(Believe in what Allah has sent down) to Muhammad , believe in and follow him, 



(They say, "We believe in what was sent down to us.") meaning, it is enough for usto believe in 
what was revealed to us in the Tawrah and the Injil, and this isthe path that we choose, 



(And they disbelieve in that which came after it). 



(while it is the truth confirming what is with them) meaning, while knowing that what was 
revealed to Muhammad , 



(it is the truth confirming what is with them). This means that since what was sent to 
Muhammad conforms to what was revealed to the People of the Book, then this fact constitutes 
a proof against them. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognize him (Muhammad ) as 
they recognize their sons) (2:146). Allah said next, 



("Why then have you killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you indeed have been 
believers"). 

This means, "If your claim that you believe in what was revealed to you is true, then why did 
you kill the Prophets who came to you affirming the Tawrah's Law, although you knew they 
were true Prophets You killed them simply out of transgression, stubbornness and injustice 
with Allah's Messengers. Therefore, you only follow your lusts, opinions and desires." Similarly, 
Allah said, 



(Is it that whenever there came to you a Messenger with what you yourselves desired not, you 
grew arrogant Some you disbelieved and some you killed.) 

Also, As-Suddi said, "In this Ayah, Allah chastised the People of the Book, 



(Say (0 Muhammad to them): "Why then have you killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you 
indeed have been believers")." 



(And indeed Musa came to you with clear proofs) meaning, with clear signs and clear proofs 
that he was the Messenger of Allah and that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. 
The clear signs -or miracles- mentioned here are the flood, the locusts, the lice, the frogs, the 
blood, the staff and the hand. Musa's miracles also include parting the sea, shading the Jews 
with clouds, the manna and quails, the gushing stone, etc. 



(yet you worshipped the calf) meaning, as a deity instead of Allah, during the time of Musa. 
Allah's statement, 



(after he left) after Musa went to Mount Tur to speak to Allah. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And the people of Musa made in his absence, out of their ornaments, the image of a calf (for 
worship). It had a sound (as if it was mooing)) (7:148). 



(and you were Zalimun) meaning, you were unjust in this behavior of worshipping the calf, 
although you knew that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And when they regretted and saw that they had gone astray, they (repented and) said: "If our 
Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive us, we shall certainly be of the losers") (7:149). 



(93. And (remember) when We took your covenant and We raised above you the Mount 
(saying), "Hold firmly to what We have given you and hear (Our Word)." They said, "We have 
heard and disobeyed." And their hearts absorbed (the worship of) the calf because of their 
disbelief. Say: "Worst indeed is that which your faith enjoins on you if you are believers.") 



The Jews rebel after Allah took Their Covenant and raised the 

Mountain above Their Heads 

Allah reminded the Jews of their errors, breaking His covenant, transgression and defiance, 
when He raised Mount Tur above them so that they would believe and agree to the terms of the 
covenant. Yet, they broke it soon afterwards, 



(They said, "We have heard and disobeyed.") We have mentioned the Tafsir of this subject 
before. ' Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar narrated that Qatadah said that, 



(And their hearts absorbed (the worship of) the calf) means, "They absorbed its love, until its 
love resided in their hearts." This is also the opinion of Abu AI-" Aliyah and Ar-RabP bin Anas. 
Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Worst indeed is that which your faith enjoins on you if you are believers.") means, 
"Worse yet isthe manner in which you behaved in the past and even now, disbelieving in Allah's 
Ayat and defying the Prophets. You also disbelieved in Muhammad , which isthe worst of your 
deeds and the harshest sin that you committed. You disbelieved in the Final Messenger and the 
master of all Prophets and Messengers, the one who was sent to all mankind. How can you then 
claim that you believe, while committing the evil of breaking Allah's covenant, disbelieving in 
Allah's Ayat and worshipping the calf instead of Allah" 



(94. Say to (them): "If the abode of the Hereafter with Allah is indeed for you especially and 
not for others of mankind, then long for death if you are truthful.") (95. But they will never 
long for it because of what their hands have sent before them (i.e. what they have done). And 
Allah is Aware of the Zalimin .) (96. And verily, you will find them (the Jews) the greediest of 
mankind for life and (even greedier) than those who ascribe partners to Allah. One of them 
wishes that he could be given a life of a thousand years. But the grant of such life will not save 
him even a little from (due) punishment. And Allah is Seer of what they do.) 

Calling the Jews to invoke Allah to destroy the Unjust Party 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah said to His Prophet , 



(Say to (them): "If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is indeed for you especially and not for 
others, of mankind, then long for death if you are truthful.") meaning, " Invoke Allah to bring 
death to the lying camp among the two (Muslims and Jews).' The Jews declined this offer by 
the Messenger of Allah ." 



(But they will never long for it because of what their hands have sent before them (i.e. what 
they have done). And Allah is Aware of the Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers).) meaning, 
"Since they know that they recognize you, and yet disbelieve in you." Had they wished death 
that day, no Jew would have remained alive on the face of the earth. Moreover, Ad-Dahhak 
said that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(Then long for death), means, "Invoke (Allah) for death." Also, ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that 
" Ikrimah said that Ibn 'Abbas commented, 



(Then long for death if you are truthful), "Had the Jews invoked Allah for death, they would 
have perished." Also, Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Sa' id bin Jubayr saying that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Had 
the Jews asked for death, one of them would have choked on his own saliva." These statements 
have authentic chains of narration up to Ibn 'Abbas. Further, Ibn Jarir said in his Tafsir, "We 
were told that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Had the Jews wished for death, they would have died and seen their seats in the Fire. And, 
those who invoked such curse against Allah's Messenger would have found no families or 
property had they returned to their homes)." 

Similar to this Ayah is Allah's statement in Surat Al-Jumu' ah, 



((Say (0 Muhammad ): "0 you Jews! If you pretend that you are friends of Allah, to the 
exclusion of (all) other mankind, then long for death if you are truthful. "But they will never 
long for it (death), because of what (deeds) their hands have sent before them! And Allah 
knows well the Zaiimin. Say (to them): "Verily, the death from which you flee will surely meet 
you, then you will be sent back to (Allah) the Knower of the unseen and the seen, and He will 
tell you what you used to do.") (62:6-8). 



So they claimed that they are Allah's sons and loved ones and said, "Only those who are 
Christian or Jews shall enter Paradise." Therefore, they were called to invoke Allah to destroy 
the lying group, be it them or the Muslims. When the Jews declined, every one was sure of 
their wrong, for had they been sure of their claims, then they would have accepted the 
proposal. Their lies were thus exposed after they declined the offer to invoke the curse. 

Similarly, the Messenger of Allah called a delegation of Najran's Christians to curse after he 
refuted them in a debate in which they demonstrated stubbornness and defiance. Allah said, 



(Then whoever disputes with you concerning him (" Isa) after (all this) knowledge that has come 
to you (i.e. ' Isa) being a servant of Allah, and having no share in divinity), say (0 Muhammad ): 
"Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and 
yourselves then we pray and invoke (sincerely) the curse of Allah upon those who lie.") 
(3:61). 

When the Christians heard this challenge, some of them said to each other, "By Allah! If you do 
such with this Prophet, none of you will have an eye that blinks." This is when they resorted to 
peace and gave the Jizyah (tax) in disgrace. The Prophet accepted the Jizyah from them and 
sent Abu x Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah with them as a trustee. Smilar to this meaning is Allah's 
command to His Prophet to proclaim to the polytheists: 



(Say (0 Muhammad ) whoever is in error, the Most Gracious (Allah) will prolong him (in it).) 
(19:75) meaning, "Whoever among us has deviated, may Allah increase and prolong his 
deviation." We will mention this subject later, Allah willing. 

The Mubahalah (invocation to Allah to destroy the liars) was called a 'wish' here, because 
every just person wishes that Allah destroy the unjust opponent who is debating with him, 
especially when the just person has a clear, apparent proof for the truth he is calling to. Also, 
the Mubahalah involves invoking Allah for death of the unjust group, because to disbelievers, 
life is the biggest prize, especially when they know the evil destination they will meet after 
death. 

Disbelievers wish They could live longer 



This is why Allah said next, 



(But they will never long for it because of what their hands have sent before them (i.e. what 
they have done). And Allah is Aware of the Zalimin. And verily, you will find them (the Jews) 
the greediest of mankind for life.) meaning, greedy to live longer, because they know their evil 
end, and the only reward they will have with Allah is total loss. This life is a prison for the 
believer and Paradise for the disbeliever. Therefore, the People of the Book wish they could 
delay the Hereafter, as much as possible. However, they shall certainly meet what they are 
trying to avoid, even if they are more eager to delay the Hereafter than the polyt heists who do 
not have a divine book. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn ' Abbas commented on, 



(But the grant of such life will not save him even a little from (due) punishment.) "Long life 
shall not save them from torment. Certainly, the polyt heists do not believe in resurrection 
after death, and they would love to enjoy a long life. The Jews know the humiliation they will 
suffer in the Hereafter for knowingly ignoring the truth." Also, * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam said, "The Jews are most eager for this life. They wish they could live for a thousand 
years. However, living for a thousand years will not save them from torment, just as Iblis' - 
Satan - long life did not benefit him, due to being a disbeliever." t 



(And Allah is Seer of what they do.) meaning, "Allah knows what His servants are doing, 
whether good or evil, and will compensate each of them accordingly." 



(97. Say (0 Muhammad ): "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for 
indeed he has brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's permission, confirming what 



came before it (i.e. the Tawrah and the Injil) and guidance and glad tidings for the believers). 
(98. "Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibril and Mika'il, then verily, 
Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers.") 



The Jews are the Enemies of Jibril 

Imam Abu Ja'far bin Jarir At-Tabari said, "The scholars of Tafsir agree that this Ayah (2: 97-98) 
was revealed in response to the Jews who claimed that Jibril (Gabriel) is an enemy of the Jews 
and that Mika'il (Michael) is their friend." Al-Bukhari said, "Allah said, 



(Whoever is an enemy of Jibril (let him die in his fury)). * Ikrimah said, "Jibr, Mik and Israf all 
mean, worshipper, while il means, Allah". Anas bin Malik said, "When 'Abdullah bin Salam 
heard of the arrival of the Prophet in Al-Madinah, he was working on his land. He came to the 
Prophet and said, 'I am going to ask you about three things which nobody knows except a 
Prophet. What will be the first portent of the Hour What will be the first meal taken by the 
people of Paradise Why does a child resemble its father, and why does it resemble its maternal 
uncle' Allah's Messenger said, (Jibril has just told me the answers.) 'Abdullah said, 'He (i.e. 
Jibril), among all the angels, isthe enemy of the Jews.' Allah's Messenger recited the Ayah, 



(Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it 
(this Qur'an) down to your heart). Allah's Messenger then said, (The first portent of the Hour 
will be a fire that will bring together the people from the east to the west; the first meal of 
the people of Paradise will be the caudate lobe of the liver of fish. As for the child resembling 
his parents: If a man has sexual intercourse with his wife and his discharge is first, the child 
will resemble the father. If the woman has a discharge first, the child will resemble her side of 
the family.) On that 'Abdullah bin Salam said, 'I testify that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah and you are the Messenger of Allah.' 'Abdullah bin Salam further said, 'O 
Allah's Messenger! The Jews are liars, and if they should come to know about my conversion to 
Islam before you ask them (about me), they will tell a lie about me.' The Jews came to Allah's 
Messenger , and 'Abdullah went inside the house. Allah's Messenger asked (the Jews), ('What 
kind of man is' Abdullah bin Salam') They replied, ' He isthe best among us, the son of the best 
among us, our master and the son of our master.' Allah's Messenger said, (What do you think if 
he would embrace Islam) The Jews said, 'May Allah save him from it.' Then 'Abdullah bin 
Salam came out in front of them saying, ' I testify that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.' Thereupon they said, ' He is the evilest 
among us, and the son of the evilest among us.' And they continued talking badly about him. 
Ibn Salam said, 'This is what I feared, Messenger of Allah!.'" Only Al-Bukhari recorded this 
Hadith with this chain of narration. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith from Anas using 
another chain of narration. 

Some people say that ' il' means worshipper while whatever word that is added to it becomes 
Allah's Name, because 'il' is a constant in such conjunction. This is similar to the names 
'Abdullah, ' Abdur-Rahman, 'Abdul-Malik, ' Abdul-Quddus, ' Abdus- Salam, 'Abdul-Kafi, 'Abdul- 



Jalil, and so forth. Hence, " Abd' is constant in these compound names, while the remainder 
differs from name to name. This is the same case with Jibril, Mika'il, ' Azra'il, Israfil, and so 
forth. Allah knows best. 

Choosing Some Angels to believe in over Others is Disbelief like 
choosing Some Prophets over Others 



Allah said, 



(Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it 
(this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's permission,) meaning, whoever becomes an enemy 
of Jibril, let him know that he is Ruh Al-Qudus who brought down the Glorious Dhikr (Qur'an) to 
your heart from Allah by His leave. Hence, he is a messenger from Allah. Whoever takes a 
messenger as an enemy, will have taken all the messengers as enemies. Further, whoever 
believes in one messenger, is required to believe in all of the messengers. Whoever rejects one 
messenger, he has rejected all of the messengers. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and wish to make distinction between 
Allah and His Messengers (by believing in Allah and disbelieving in His Messengers) saying, "We 
believe in some but reject others.") (4:150) 

Allah decreed that they are disbelievers, because they believe in some Prophets and reject 
others. This is the same with those who take Jibril as an enemy, because Jibril did not choose 
missions on his own, but by t he command of his Lord, 



(And we (angels) descend not except by the command of your Lord) (19: 64), and, 



(And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of all that exists. Which the 
trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has brought down. Upon your heart (0 Muhammad ) that you may be 
(one) of the warners) (26:192-194). 

Al-Bukhari reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Allah said, ' Whoever takes a friend of Mine as an enemy, will have started a war with Me.) 
Therefore, Allah became angry with those who took Jibril as an enemy. Allah said, 



(Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it 
(this Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's permission, confirming what came before it) 
meaning, the previous Books, 



(and guidance and glad tidings for the believers) meaning, as guidance to their hearts and 
bringer of the good news of Paradise, which is exclusively for the believers. Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing.") (41:44), and, 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe) 
(17:82). 

Allah then said, 



(Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibril and Mika'il (Michael), then 
verily, Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers.) 

Allah stated that whoever takes Him, His angels and messengers as enemies, then. ..Allah's 
messengers include angels and men, for Allah said, 



(Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men) (22:75). Allah said, 



(Jibril (Gabriel) and Mika'il (Michael)). Allah mentioned Jibril and Mika'il specifically - although 
they are included among the angels who were messengers - only because this Ayah was meant 
to support Jibril the emissary between Allah and His Prophets. Allah also mentioned Mika'il 
here, because the Jews claimed that Jibril was their enemy and Mika'il was their friend. Allah 
informed them that whoever is an enemy of either of them, then he is also an enemy of the 
other as well as Allah. We should state here that Mika'il sometimes descended to some of 
Allah's Prophets, although to a lesser extent than Jibril, because this was primarily Jibril's task, 
and Israfil is entrusted with the job of blowing the Trumpet for the commencement of 
Resurrection on the Day of Judgment. It is recorded in the Sahih that whenever the Messenger 
of Allah would wake up at night, he would supplicate, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil, Creator of the heavens and earth and Knower of the 
seen and the unseen! You judge between Your servants regarding what they differ in, so direct 
me to the truth which they differ on, by Your leave. Verily, You guide whom You will to the 
straight path.) 

Allah's statement, 



(then verily, Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers) informed the disbelievers that whoever 
takes a friend of Allah as an enemy, then he has taken Allah as an enemy, and whoever treats 
Allah as an enemy, then he shall be Allah's enemy. Indeed, whoever is an enemy of Allah then 
he will lose in this life and the Hereafter, as stated earlier; 



« » 

(Whoever takes a friend of Mine as an enemy, I shall wage war on him.) 



(99. And indeed We have sent down to you manifest Ayat and none disbelieve in them but 
Fasiqun (those who rebel against Allah's command).) (100. Is it not (the case) that every time 
they make a covenant, some party among them throw it aside Nay! (the truth is:) most of them 
believe not.) (101. And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah (i.e. Muhammad ) 
confirming what was with them, a party of those who were given the Scripture threw away the 
Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did not know!) (102. They followed what the 
Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulayman (Solomon). 
Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and 
such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut, but neither of 
these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so 
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn that by 
which they cause separation between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone 
except by Allah's leave. And they learn that which harms them and profits them not. And 
indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no share in the Hereafter. And how 
bad indeed was that for which they sold their own selves, if they but knew.) (103. And if they 
had believed and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far better would 
have been the reward from their Lord, if they but knew!) 

Proofs of Muhammad's Prophet hood 

Imam Abu J a* far bin Jarir said that Allah's statement, 



(And indeed We have sent down to you manifest Ayat) means, "We have sent to you, O 
Muhammad, clear signs that testify to your prophet hood." These Ayat are contained in the Book 
of Allah (Qur'an) which narrates the secrets of the knowledge that the Jews possess, which they 
hid, and the stories of their earlier generations. The Book of Allah also mentions the texts in 
the Books of the Jews that are known to only the rabbis and scholars, and the sections where 
they altered and distorted the rulings of the Tawrah. Snce Allah mentioned all of this in His 



Book revealed to His Prophet Muhammad , then this fact alone should be enough evidence for 
those who are truthful with themselves and who wish to avoid bringing themselves to 
destruction due to envy and transgression. Further human instict testifies to the truth that 
Muhammad was sent with and the clear signs that he brought which he did not learn or acquire 
from mankind. Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(And indeed We have sent down to you manifest Ayat) means, "You recite and convey this Book 
to them day and night, although you are an Ummi (unlettered) who never read a book. Yet, you 
inform them of what they have (in their own Books). Allah stated that this fact should serve as 
an example, a clear sign and a proof against them, if they but knew." 

The Jews break Their Covenants 

When the Messenger of Allah was sent and Allah reminded the Jews of the covenant that they 
had with Him, especially concerning Muhammad , Malik bin As-Sayf said, "By Allah! Allah never 
made a covenant with us about Muhammad, nor did He take a pledge from us at all." Allah then 
revealed, 



(Is it not (the case) that every time they make a covenant, some party among them throw it 
aside) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that Allah's statement, 



(Nay! (the truth is:) most of them believe not) means, "There is not a promise that they make, 
but they break it and abandon it. They make a promise today and break it tomorrow." 



The Jews abandoned the Book of Allah and practiced Magic 

As-Suddi commented on, 



(And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah (i.e. Muhammad ) confirming what was 
with them), "When Muhammad came to them, they wanted to contradict and dispute with him 
using the Tawrah. However, the Tawrah and the Qur'an affirmed each other. So the Jews gave 



up on using the Torah, and took to the Book of Asaf, and the magic of Harut and Marut, which 
indeed did not conform to the Qur'an. Hence Allah's statement, 



(As if they did not know!)." 

Also, Qatadah said that Allah's statement, 



(As if they did not know!) means, "They knew the truth but abandoned it, hid it and denied the 
fact that they even had it." 



Magic existed before Sulayman (Solomon) 

As-Suddi said that Allah's statement, 



(They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of 
Sulayman) means, "'During the time of Prophet Solomon.' Beforehand, the devils used to 
ascend to heaven and eavesdrop on the conversations of the angels about what will occur on 
the earth regarding death, other incidents or unseen matters. They would convey this news to 
the soothsayers, and the soothsayers would in turn convey the news to the people. The people 
would believe what the soothsayers told them as being true. When the soothsayers trusted the 
devils, the devils started to lie to them and added other words to the true news that they 
heard, to the extent of adding seventy false words to each true word. The people recorded 
these words in some books. Soon after, the Children of Israel said that the Jinns know matters 
of the Unseen. When Solomon was sent as a Prophet, he collected these books in a box and 
buried it under his throne; any devil that dared get near the box was burned. Solomon said, ~ I 
will not hear of anyone who says that the devils know the Unseen, but I will cut off his head.' 
When Solomon died and the scholars who knew the truth about Solomon perished, there came 
another generation. To them, the devil materialized in the shape of a human and said to some 
of the Children of Israel, ~ Should I lead you to a treasure that you will never be able to use up' 
They said. 'Yes.' He said, * Dig under this throne,' and he went with them and showed them 
Solomon'sthrone. They said to him, * Come closer.' He said, ' No. I will wait for you here, and if 
you do not find the treasure then kill me. ' They dug and found the buried books, and Satan 
said to them, 'Solomon only controlled the humans, devils and birds with this magic' 
Thereafter, the news that Solomon was a sorcerer spread among the people, and the Children 
of Israel adopted these books. When Muhammad came, they disputed with him relying on these 
books. Hence Allah's statement, 



(Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved). 

The Story of Harut and Marut, and the Explanation that They were 

Angels 

Allah said, 



(And such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut, but neither of 
these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so 
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn that by 
which they cause separation between man and his wife). 

There is a difference of opinion regarding this story. It was said that this Ayah denies that 
anything was sent down to the two angels, as Al-Qurtubi stated and then referred to the Ayah, 



(Sulayman did not disbelieve) saying, "The negation applies in both cases. Allah then said, 



(But the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at 
Babylon to the two angels). 

The Jews claimed that Gabriel and Michael brought magic down to the two angels, but Allah 
refuted this false claim." 

Also, Ibn Jarir reported, that AI-'Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(And such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels) 

"Allah did not send magic down." 

Also, Ibn Jarir narrated that Ar-Rabr bin Anas said about, 



(And such things that came down to the two angels), "Allah did not send magic down to the 
them." Ibn Jarir commented, "This isthe correct explanation for this Ayah. 



(They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely) in the lifetime of Sulayman.) 
meaning, magic. However, neither did Solomon disbelieve nor did Allah send magic with the 
two angels. The devils, on the other hand, disbelieved and taught magic to the people of the 
Babylon of Harut and Marut." 

Ibn Jarir continued; "If someone asks about explaining this Ayah in this manner, we say that, 



(They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely) in the lifetime of Sulayman.) 
means, magic. Solomon neither disbelieved nor did Allah send magic with the two angels. 
However, the devils disbelieved and taught magic to the people in the Babylon of Harut and 
Marut, meaning Gabriel and Michael, for Jewish sorcerers claimed that Allah sent magic by the 
words of Gabriel and Michael to Solomon, son of David. Allah denied this false claim and stated 
to His Prophet Muhammad that Gabriel and Michael were not sent with magic. Allah also 
exonerated Solomon from practicing magic, which the devils taught to the people of Babylon 
by the hands of two men, Harut and Marut. Hence, Harut and Marut were two ordinary men 
(not angels or Gabriel or Michael)." These were the words of At-Tabari, and this explanation is 
not plausible. 

Many among the Salaf, said that Harut and Marut were angels who came down from heaven to 
earth and did what they did as the Ayah stated. To conform this opinion with the fact that the 
angels are immune from error, we say that Allah had eternal knowledge what these angels 
would do, just as He had eternal knowledge that Iblis would do as he did, while Allah refered 
to him being among the angels, 



(And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before Adam." And they 
prostrated except Iblis (Satan), he refused) (20:116) and so forth. However, what Harut and 
Marut did was less evil than what Iblis, may Allah curse him, did. Al-Qurtubi reported this 
opinion from * AM, Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn ' Abbas, Ibn ' Umar, Ka' b Al-Ahbar, As-Suddi and Al-Kalbi. 

Learning Magic is Kufr 

Allah said, 



(But neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for 
trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).) 

Abu Ja'far Ar-Razi said that Ar-Rabi' bin Anas said that Qays bin " Abbad said that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "When someone came to the angels to learn magic, they would discourage him and say to 
him, 'We are only a test, so do not fall into disbelief.' They had knowledge of what is good and 
evil and what constitutes belief or disbelief, and they thus knew that magic is a form of 
disbelief. When the person who came to learn magic still insisted on learning it, they 
commanded him to go to such and such place, where if he went, Satan would meet him and 
teach him magic. When this man would learn magic, the light (of faith) would depart him, and 
he would see it shining (and flying away) in the sky. He would then proclaim, ' O my sorrow! 
Woe unto me! What should I do." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this Ayah means, "The angels were 
sent with magic, so that the people whom Allah willed would be tried and tested. Allah made 
them promise that they would not teach anyone until first proclaiming, " We are a test for you, 
do not fall into disbelief.'" It was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Also, Qatadah said, "Allah took 
their covenant to not teach anyone magic until they said, ' We are a test. Therefore, do not fall 
in disbelief."' 

Also, As-Suddi said, "When a man would come to the two angels they would advise him, " Do not 
fall into disbelief. We are a test. ' When the man would ignore their advice, they would say, 
'Go to that pile of ashes and urinate on it.' When he would urinate on the ashes, a light, 
meaning the light of faith, would depart from him and would shine until it entered heaven. 
Then something black that appeared to be smoke would descend and enter his ears and the 
rest of his body, and this is Allah's anger. When he told the angels what happened, they would 
teach him magic. So Allah's statement, 



(But neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for 
trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).) 

Sunayd said that Hajjaj said that Ibn Jurayj commented on this Ayah (2:102), "No one dares 
practice magic except a disbeliever. As for the Fitnah, it involves trials and freedom of 
choice. "The scholars who stated that learning magic is disbelief relied on this Ayah for 
evidence. They also mentioned the Hadith that Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded from 'Abdullah, 
which states, 



» 

« 

(Whoever came to a soothsayer or a sorcerer and believed in what he said, will have 
disbelieved in what Allah revealed to Muhammad .) 

This Hadith has an authentic chain of narration and there are other Hadiths which support it. 

Causing a Separation between the Spouses is One of the Effects of 

Magic 

Allah said, 



(And from these (angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between man and 
his wife,) This means, "The people learned magic from Harut and Marut and indulged in evil 
acts that included separating spouses, even though spouses are close to, and intimately 
associate with each other. This is the devil's work." Muslim recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Satan erects his throne on water and sends his emissaries among the people. The closest 
person to him is the person who causes the most Fitnah. One of them (a devil) would come to 
him and would say, 'I kept inciting so-and-so, until he said such and such words.' Iblis says, 
" No, by Allah, you have not done much.' Another devil would come to him and would say, " I 
kept inciting so-and-so, until I separated between him and his wife.' Satan would draw him 
closer and embrace him, saying, 'Yes, you did well.') 

Separation between a man and his wife occurs here because each spouse imagines that the 
other spouse is ugly or ill-mannered, etc. 

Allah's Appointed Term supercedes Everything 

Allah said, 



(But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's leave). Sufyan Ath-Thawri commented, 
"Except by Allah's appointed term." Further, Al - Hasan Al-Basri said that, 



(But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's leave) means, "Allah allows magicians 
to adversely affect whomever He wills and saves whomever He wills from them. Sorcerers 
never bring harm to anyone except by Allah's leave." Allah's statement, 



(And they learn that which harms them and profits them not.) means, it harms their religion 
and does not have a benefit compared to its harm. 



(And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no (Khalaq) share in the 
Hereafter.) meaning, "The Jews who preferred magic over following the Messenger of Allah 
knew that those who commit the same error shall have no Khalaq in the Hereafter." Ibn 
" Abbas, Mujahid and As-Suddi stated that " no Khalaq' means, ' no share.' 

Allah then said, 



(And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their own selves, if they but knew. And if 
they had believed and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far better 
would have been the reward from their Lord, if they but knew!). Allah stated, o 



(And how bad) meaning, what they preferred, magic, instead of faith and following the 
Messenger, if they but comprehend the advice. 



(And if they had believed and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far 
better would have been the reward from their Lord,) meaning, "Had they believed in Allah and 
His Messenger and avoided the prohibitions, then Allah's reward for these good deeds would 
have been better for them than what they chose and preferred for themselves." Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward of Allah (in 
the Hereafter) is better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and this none shall 
attain except As-Sabirun (the patient in following the truth).") (28:80). 



(104. you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger ) Pa ina but say Unzurna (make us 
understand) and hear. And for the disbelievers there is a painful torment.) (105. Neither those 
who disbelieve among the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) nor Al-Mushrikin (the 
idolaters) like that there should be sent down unto you any good from your Lord. But Allah 
choosesfor His mercy whom He wills. And Allah isthe Owner of great bounty.) 



Manners in Speech 

Allah forbade His believing servants from imitating the behavior and deeds of the disbelievers. 
The Jews used to use devious words that hide what they really meant. May Allah's curse be 
upon them. When they wanted to say, ' hear us,' they would use the word Ra' ina, which is an 
insult (in Hebrew, but means' hear us' in Arabic). Allah said, 



(Among those who are Jews, there are some who displace words from (their) right places and 
say: "We hear your word (0 Muhammad ) and disobey," and "Hear and let you (0 Muhammad ) 
hear nothing." And Ftefina with a twist of their tongues and as a mockery of the religion 
(Islam). And if only they had said: "We hear and obey," and "Do make us understand," it would 
have been better for them, and more proper; but Allah cursed them for their disbelief, so they 
believe not except a few) (4:46). 

Also, the Hadiths stated that when they would greet Muslims, they would say, 'As-Samu 
'alaykum,' meaning, 'death be to you'. This is why we were commanded to answer them by 
saying, * Wa ' alaykum,' meaning, ' and to you too', then our supplication against them shall be 
answered, rather than theirs against us. 

Allah forbade the believers from imitating the disbelievers in tongue or deed. Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger ) Ra' ina but say Unzurna (make us understand) 
and hear. And for the disbelieversthere is a painful torment) (2:104). 

Also, Imam Ahmad narrated that Ibn " Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I was sent with the sword just before the Last Hour, so that Allah is worshipped alone without 
partners. My sustenance was provided for me from under the shadow of my spear. Those who 
oppose my command were humiliated and made inferior, and whoever imitates a people, he is 
one of them.) 

Abu Dawud narrated that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Whoever imitates a people is one of them.) 

These Hadiths indicate, along with their threats and warnings, that we are not allowed to 
imitate the disbelievers in their statements, deeds, clothes, feasts, acts of worship, etc., 
whatever actions of the disbelievers that were not legislated for us. 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn x Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(Say not (to the Messenger ) Ra ina) "They used to say to the Prophet , AT ina samak (which is 
an insult)." Ibn Abu Hatim said that it was reported that Abu Al-' Aliyah, Abu Malik, Ar-RabP bin 
Anas, ' Atiyah AI-' Awfi and Qatadah said similarly. Further, Mujahid said, "' Do not say Ra' ina' 
means, ' Do not dispute'." Mujahid said in another narration, "Do not say, 'We hear from you, 
and you hear from us."' Also, ' Ata' said, "Do not say, 



(Ra' ina), which was a dialect that the Ansar used and which was forbidden from use by Allah." 

Also, As-Suddi said, "Rita' ah bin Zayd, a Jewish man from the tribe of Qaynuqa' , used to come 
to the Prophet and say to him, ' Hear, Ghayr Musma'in (let you hear nothing).' The Muslims used 
to think that the Prophets are greeted and honored with this type of speech, and this is why 
some of them used to say, ' Hear, let you hear nothing,' and so on, as mentioned in Surat An- 



Nisa." Thereafter, Allah forbade the believers from uttering the word Ra' ina." ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam also said similarly. 



The extreme Enmity that the Disbelievers and the People of the 

Book have against Muslims 

Allah said next (2:105), 



(Neither those who disbelieve among the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) nor Al- 
Mushrikin (the idolaters), like that there should be sent down unto you any good from your 
Lord). 

Allah described the deep enmity that the disbelieving polyt heists and People of the Scripture, 
whom Allah warned against imitating, have against the believers, so that Muslims should sever 
all friendship with them. Also, Allah mentioned what He granted the believers of the perfect 
Law that He legislated for their Prophet Muhammad . Allah said, 



(But Allah chooses for His mercy whom He wills. And Allah is the Cwner of great bounty) 
(2:105). 



(106. Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh (We abrogate) or Nunsiha (cause to be 
forgotten), We bring a better one or similar to it. Know you not that Allah is Able to do all 
things) (107. Know you not that it is Allah to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and 
the earth And besides Allah you have neither any Wali (protector or guardian) nor any helper.) 



The Meaning of Naskh 

Ibn Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(Whatever averse (revelation) do Nansakh) means, "Whatever an Ayah We abrogate." Also, Ibn 
Jurayj said that Mujahid said that, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means, "Whatever an Ayah We erase." Also, Ibn Abi 
Najih said that Mujahid said that, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means, "We keep the words, but change the 
meaning." He related these words to the companions of 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud. Ibn Abi Hatim 
said that similar statements were mentioned by Abu AI-' Aliyah and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al- 
Qurazi. Also As-Suddi said that, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means, "We erase it." Further, Ibn Abi Hatim said 
that it means, "Erase and raise it, such as erasing the following wordings (from the Qur'an), 
'The married adulterer and the married adulteress: stone them to death,' and, ' If the son of 
Adam had two valleys of gold, he would seek a third.'" 

Ibn Jarir stated that, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh) means, "Whatever ruling we repeal in an Ayah by 
making the allowed unlawful and the unlawful allowed." The Nasakh only occurs with 
commandments, prohibitions, permissions, and so forth. As for stories, they do not undergo 
Nasakh. The word, 'Nasakh' literally means, 'to copy a book'. The meaning of Nasakh in the 
case of commandments is removing the commandment and replacing it by another. And 
whether the Nasakh involves the wordings, the ruling or both, it is still called Nasakh. 

Allah said next, 



(or Nunsiha (cause it to be forgotten)). ' AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do Nansakh or Nunsiha) means, "Whatever Ayah We repeal or 
uphold without change." Also, Mujahid said that the companions of Ibn Mas' ud (who read this 
word Nansa'ha) said that it means, "We uphold its wording and change its ruling." Further, 
" Ubayd bin ' Umayr, Mujahid and 'Ata' said, 'Nansa'ha' means, "We delay it (i.e., do not 
abrogate it)." Further, ' Atiyyah AI-'Awfi said that the Ayah means, "We delay repealing it." 
This is the same Tafsir provided by As-Suddi and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. ' Abdur-Razzaq said that 
Ma' mar said that Qatadah said about Allah's statement, 



(Whatever a verse (revelation) do We abrogate or cause to be forgotten) "Allah made His 
Prophet forget what He willed and He abrogated what He will." 

Allah's said, 



(We bring a better one or similar to it), better, relates to the benefit provided for the one it 
addresses, as reported from Al i bin Abi Talhah that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(We bring a better one) means, "We bring forth a more beneficial ruling, that is also easier for 
you." Also, As-Suddi said that, 



(We bring a better one or similar to it) means, "We bring forth a better Ayah, or similar to that 
which was repealed." Qatadah also said that, 



(We bring a better one or similar to it) means, "We replace it by an Ayah more facilitating, 
permitting, commanding, or prohibiting." 

Naskh occurs even though the Jews deny it 

Allah said, 



(Know you not that Allah is Able to do all things Know you not that it is Allah to Whom belongs 
the dominion of the heavens and the earth And besides Allah you have neither any Wali 
(protector or guardian) nor any helper). 

Allah directed His servants to the fact that He alone is the Owner of His creatures and that He 
does with them as He wills. Indeed, His is the supreme authority and all creation is His, and 
just as He created them as He wills, He brings happiness to whom He wills, misery to whom He 
wills, health to whom He wills and ailment to whom He wills. He also brings success to whom 
He wills and failure to whom He wills. He j udges between His servants as He wills, allows what 
He wills and disallows what He wills. He decides what He wills, there is no opponent for His 
judgment, and no one can question Him about what He does, while they shall be questioned. 
He tests His servants and their obedience to His Messengers by the Naskh. He commands a 
matter containing a benefit which He knows of, and then He out of His wisdom, prohibits it. 
Hence, perfect obedience is realized by adhering to His commands, following His Messengers, 
believing in what ever they convey, implementing their commands and avoiding what they 
prohibit. 

The statements of Allah here contain tremendous benefit, prove that the Jews are disbelievers 
and refute their claim that Naskh does not occur, may Allah curse the Jews. In ignorance and 
arrogance they claimed that the sound mind stipulates that Naskh does not occur. Some of 
them falsely claimed that there are divine texts that dismiss the possibility that Naskh 
occurred. 

Imam Abu Ja* far bin Jarir said, "The Ayah means, " Do you not know, Muhammad, that I alone 
own the heavens and the earth and that I decide whatever I will in them I forbid whatever I 
will, change and repeal whatever I will of My previous rulings, whenever I will. I also uphold 
whatever I will." 

Ibn Jarir then said, "Although Allah directed His statement indicating His greatness towards His 
Prophet , He also rejected the lies of the Jews who denied that the rulings of the Torah could 
undergo Naskh. The Jews also denied the prophethood of Jesus and Muhammad, because of 
their dislike for what they brought from Allah, such as changing some rulings of the Torah, as 
Allah commanded. Allah thus proclaimed to the Jews that He owns the heavens and earth and 



also all authority in them. Further, the subjects in Allah's kingdom are His creation, and they 
are required to hear and obey His commands and prohibitions. Allah has full authority to 
command the creation as He wills, forbidding them from what He wills, abrogate what He wills, 
uphold what He wills, and decide whatever commandments and prohibitions He wills." 

I (Ibn Kathir) say that the Jews' dismissal of the occurrence of the Naskh is only a case of their 
disbelief and rebellion. The sound mind does not deny that there could be a Naskh in Allah's 
commandments, for He decides what He wills, just as He does what He wills. Further, Naskh 
occurred in previous Books and Law. For instance, Allah allowed Adam to marry his daughters 
to his sons and then later forbade this practice. Allah also allowed Nuh to eat from all kinds of 
animals after they left the ark, then prohibited eating some types of foods. Further, marrying 
two sisters to one man was allowed for Israel and his children, but Allah prohibited this 
practice later in the Torah. Allah commanded Abraham to slaughter his son, then repealed that 
command before it was implemented. Also, Allah commanded the Children of Israel to kill 
those who worshipped the calf and then repealed that command, so that the Children of Israel 
were not all exterminated. There are many other instances that the Jews admit have occurred, 
yet they ignore them. Also, it is a well-known fact that their Books foretold about Muhammad 
and contained the command to follow him. These texts, in their Books, indicate that the Jews 
were required to follow the Prophet Muhammad and that no good deed would be accepted 
from them, unless it conformed to Muhammad's Law. The Prophet brought another Book, - the 
Qur'an -, which isthe last revelation from Allah. 



(108. Or do you want to ask your Messenger (Muhammad ) as Musa (Moses) was asked before 
(i.e. show us openly our Lord) And he who changes faith for disbelief, verily, he has gone astray 
from the right way.) 

The Prohibition of Unnecessary Questions 

In this Ayah, Allah forbade the believers from asking the Prophet numerous questions about 
matters that did not occur yet. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble. 
But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be made plain to you) 
(5:101). 



This Ayah means, "If you ask about a matter after it is revealed, it shall be duly explained to 
you. Therefore, do not ask about matters that have not occurred yet, for they might become 
prohibited, due to your questions." This is why the Sahih narrated, 



» 



« 



(The greatest criminal among the Muslims is the one who asks if a thing is prohibited, which is 
not prohibited, and it becomes prohibited because of his asking about it.) 

This is why when the Messenger of Allah was asked about a husband who finds another man 
with his wife; if he exposes the adultery, he will be exposing a major incident; if he is quiet 
about it, he will be quiet about a major matter. The Messenger of Allah did not like such 
questions. Later on, Allah revealed the ruling of Mula' anah Refer to Nur 24:6-9 in the Qur'an . 
The Two Sahihs recorded that Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah said that the Messenger of Allah 
"Forbade saying, ' It was said' and " He said,' and wasting money and asking many questions." 
Muslim recorded that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Leave me as I leave you; those before you were only destroyed because of their excessive 
questioning and disputing with their Prophets. Therefore, when I command you with a matter, 
adhere to it as much as you can, and when I forbid from something, avoid it.) 

The Prophet only said this after he told the Companions that Allah has ordered them to 
perform Hajj. A man asked, "Every year, Messenger of Allah" The Prophet did not answer 
him, but he repeated his question three times. Then the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(No. Had I said yes, it would have been ordained, and you would not have been able to 
implement it.) 



This is why Anas bin Malik said, "We were forbidden from asking the Messenger of Allah about 
things. 3d we were delighted when a bedouin man would come and ask him while we listened." 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Muhammad bin Abi Muhammad told him that ' Ikrimah or Sa' id 
said that Ibn x Abbas said that RafT bin Huraymilah or Wahb bin Zayd said, "O Muhammad! Bring 
us a Book sent down from heaven and which we could read, and make some rivers flow for us, 
then we will follow you and believe in you." Allah sent down the answer to this challenge, 



(Or do you want to ask your Messenger (Muhammad ) as Musa was asked before (i.e. show us 
openly our Lord) And he who changes faith for disbelief, verily, he has gone astray from the 
right way). 

Allah criticized those who ask the Messenger of Allah about a certain matter just for the 
purpose of being difficult, just as the Children of Israel asked Musa out of stubbornness, 
rejection and rebellion. Allah said, 



(And he who changes faith for disbelief) meaning, whoever prefers disbelief to faith, 



(verily, he has gone astray from the right way) meaning, he has strayed from the straight path, 
to the path of ignorance and misguidance. This is the case of those who deviated from 
accepting the Prophets and obeying them and those who kept asking their Prophets 
unnecessary questions in defiance and disbelief, just as Allah said, 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief (by denying 
Prophet Muhammad and his Message of Islam), and caused their people to dwell in the house of 
destruction Hell, in which they will burn and what an evil place to settle in!) (14:28-29). 

Abu AI-* Aliyah commented, "They exchanged comfort for hardship." 



(109. Many of the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) wish that they could turn you 
away as disbelievers after you have believed, out of envy from their own selves, even after the 
truth (that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) has become manifest unto them. But forgive and 
overlook, till Allah brings His command. Verily, Allah is able to do all things.) (110. And 
perform the Sal ah and give the Zakah, and whatever of good you send forth for yourselves 
before you, you shall find it with Allah. Certainly, Allah isthe Seer of what you do.) 

The Prohibition of following the Ways of the People of the Book 

Allah warned His believing servants against following the ways of the People of Book, who 
publicly and secretly harbor emnity and hatred for the believers, and who envy the believers, 
while they recognize the virtue of the believers and their Prophet . Allah also commanded His 
believing servants to forgive them and to be patient with them, until Allah delivers His aid and 
victory to them. Allah commanded the believers to perform the prayer perfectly, to pay the 
Zakah and He encouraged them to preserve the practice of these righteous deeds. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Ka' b bin Malik said that Ka' b bin Al-Ashraf, who was 
a Jew and a poet, used to criticize the Prophet in his poems, so Allah revealed, 



(Many of the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) wish that they could turn you 
away..) regarding his matter. 

Also, Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "An unlettered Messenger came to the People of the 
Scriptures confirming what they have in their own Books about the Messengers and the Ayat of 



Allah. He also believes in all of this, just as they believe in it. Yet, they rejected the Prophet 
out of disbelief, envy and transgression. This is why Allah said, 



(out of envy from their own selves, even after the truth (that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) 
has become manifest unto them). 

Allah said that after He illuminated the truth for them, such that they were not ignorant of any 
of it, yet their envy made them deny the Prophet . Thus Allah criticized, chastised and 
denounced them." Allah legislated the characteristics that His Prophet and the believers should 
adhere to: belief, faith and accepting what Allah revealed to them and to those before them 
out of His generosity and tremendous kindness. 

Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that, 



(from their own selves) means, "of their making." Also, Abu AI-* Aliyah said that, 



(even after the truth (that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) has become manifest unto them) 
means, "After it became clear that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah whom they find 
written of in the Torah and the Injil. They denied him in disbelief and transgression because he 
was not one of them." Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas said similarly. Allah said, 



(But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His command.) this is similar to His saying; 



(And you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who received the Scripture 
before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who ascribe partnersto Allah) (3: 186). 

' Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His command.) was abrogated by the Ayah, 



(Then kill the Mushrikin wherever you find them) (9:5), and, 



(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day) (9:29) until, 



(And feel themselves subdued) (9:29). 

Allah's pardon for the disbelievers was repealed." Abu Al-' Aliyah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said similarly: It was abrogated by the Ayah of the sword." (Mentioned above). 
The Ayah, 



(till Allah brings His command.) gives further support for this view. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Usamah bin Zayd saying that the Messenger of Allah and his Companions 
used to forgive the disbelievers and the People of the Book, just as Allah commanded in His 
statement, 



(But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His command. Verily, Allah is able to do all things). 

The Messenger of Allah used to forgive them and was patient with them as Allah ordered him, 
until Allah allowed fighting them. Then Allah destroyed those who He decreed to be killed 
among the strong men of Quraysh, by the Prophet's forces. The chain of narration for this text 
isSahih, but I did not see its wordings in the six collections of Hadith, although the basis of it is 
in the Two Sahihs, narrated from Usamah bin Zayd. 



The Encouragement to perform Good Deeds 

Allah said, 



(And perform the Salah and give the Zakah, and whatever of good you send forth for yourselves 
before you, you shall find it with Allah). 

Allah encouraged the believers to busy themselves in performing deeds that would bring them 
benefit and reward on the Day of Resurrection, such as prayer and paying Zakah. This way, 
they will gain Allah's aid in this life and on a Day when the witnesses testify, 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to the Zalimin (wrongdoers). Theirs will be the 
curse, and theirs will be the evil abode (i.e. painful torment in Hell-fire)) (40:52). 



This is why Allah said, 



(Certainly, Allah sees what you do), meaning, that He is never unaware of the deeds of any 
person, nor will these deeds be lost by Him. Whether deeds are righteous or evil, Allah will 
award each according to what he or she deserves based on their deeds. 



(111. And they say, "None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian." These are 
their own desires. Say (0 Muhammad ), "Produce your Burhan if you are truthful.") (112. Yes! 
But whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e. follows Allah's religion of Islamic 
Monotheism) and he is a Muhsin then his reward is with his Lord (Allah), on such shall be no 
fear, nor shall they grieve.) (113. The Jews said that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are not 
on the right religion); and the Christians said that the Jews follow nothing (i.e. are not on the 
right religion); though they both recite the Scripture. Like unto their word, said those (the 
pagans) who know not. Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about that 
wherein they have been differing.) 



The Hopes of the People of the Book 

Allah made the confusion of the Jews and the Christians clear, since they claim that no one will 
enter Paradise, unless he is a Jew or a Christian. Similarly, Allah mentioned their claims in 
Surat Al-Ma'idah: 



(We are the children of Allah and His loved ones) (5:18). 

Allah refuted this false claim and informed them that they will be punished because of their 
sins. Previously we mentioned their claim that the Fire would not touch them for more than a 
few days, after which they would be put in Paradise. Allah rebuked this claim, and He said 
about this baseless claim, m 



(These are their own desires). Abu AI-" Aliyah commented, "These are wishes that they wished 
Allah would answer, without basis." Similar was stated by Qatadah and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas. Allah 
then said, 



(Say) meaning, "Say O Muhammad:" 



("Produce your Burhan...") meaning, "Your proof", as Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid, As-Suddi and Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas stated. Qatadah said that the Ayah means, "Bring the evidence that supports 
your statement, 



(if you are truthful) in your claim. " 
Allah then said, 



(Yes! But whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e. follows Allah's religion of Islamic 
Monotheism) and he is a Muhsin) meaning, "Whoever performs deeds in sincerity, for Allah 
alone without partners." In a similar statement, Allah said, 



(So if they dispute with you (Muhammad ) say: "I have submitted myself to Allah (in Islam), and 
(so have) those who follow me.") (3:20) 

Abu AI-* Aliyah and Ar-RabP said that, 



(Yes! But whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah) means, "Whoever is sincere with Allah." 
Also, Sa' id bin Jubayr said that, 



(Yes! But whoever submits) means, he is sincere, 



(hisface (himself)) meaning, in his religion. 



(and he is a Muhsin) following the Messenger . For there are two conditions for deeds to be 
accepted; the deed must be performed for Allah's sake alone and conform to the SharTah. 
When the deed is sincere, but does not conform to the SharTah, then it will not be accepted. 
The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Whoever performs a deed that does not conform with our matter (religion), then it will be 
rejected.) 

This Hadith was recorded by Muslim. Therefore, the good deeds of the priests and rabbis will 
not be accepted, even if they are sincerely for Allah alone, because these deeds do not 
conform with the method of the Messenger , who was sent for all mankind. Allah said regarding 
such cases, 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, polytheists, sinners) did, and We shall 
make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.) (25:23) 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks 
it to be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing.) (24:39) and, 



(Same faces, that Day will be humiliated. Laboring, weary. They will enter in the hot blazing 
Fire. They will be given to drink from a boiling spring) (88:2-5). 

When the deed conforms to the SharT ah outwardly, but the person did not perform it sincerely 
for Allah alone, the deed will also be rejected, as in the case of the hypocrites and those who 
do their deeds to show off. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And when they 
stand up for As-Salah (the prayer), they stand with laziness to be seen by people, and they do 
not remember Allah but little.) (4:142) and, 



(So woe unto those performers of Salah (prayers) (hypocrites). Those who delay their Salah 
(from their stated fixed times). Those who do good deeds only to be seen (of men). And 
withhold Al-IVe un (small kindnesses)) (107:4-7). 

This is why Allah said, 



(So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate 
none as a partner in the worship of his Lord) (18: 110). 

He also said in this Ayah, 



(Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (follows Allah's religion of Islamic 
Monotheism) and he is a Muhsin). 



Allah's statement, 



(Shall have their reward with their Lord, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve) 
guaranteed them the rewards and safety from what they fear and should avoid. 



(There shall be no fear on them) in the future, 



(nor shall they grieve) about what they abandoned in the past. Moreover, Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 



"(There shall be no fear on them) in the Hereafter, and 



(nor shall they grieve) about their imminent death." 

The Jews and Christians dispute among Themselves out of Disbelief 

and Stubbornness 

Allah said, 



(The Jews said that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are not on the right religion); and the 
Christians said that the Jews follow nothing (i.e. are not on the right religion); though they 
both recite the Scripture.) 

Allah explained the disputes, hatred and stubbornness that the People of the Book have 
towards each other. Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When a delegation of 
Christians from Najran came to the Messenger of Allah , the Jewish rabbis came and began 
arguing with them before the Messenger of Allah . RafT bin Huraymilah said, 'You do not 
follow anything,' and he reiterated his disbelief in Jesus and the Injil. Then a Christian man 
from Najran's delegation said to the Jews, ' Flat her, you do not follow anything,' and he 
reiterated his rejection of Musa's prophet hood and his disbelief intheTorah. 3d Allah revealed 
the Ayah, 



(The Jews said that the Christians follow nothing (i.e. are not on the right religion); and the 
Christians said that the Jews follow nothing (i.e. are not on the right religion); though they 
both recite the Scripture. )" 

Allah made it clear that each party read the affirmation of what they claimed to reject in their 
Book. Consequently, the Jews disbelieve in Jesus, even though they have the Torah in which 
Allah took their Covenant by the tongue of Moses to believe in Jesus. Also, the Gospel contains 
Jesus' assertion that Moses' prophethood and the Torah came from Allah. Yet, each party 
disbelieved in what the other party had. 

Allah said, 



(Like unto their word, said those who know not) thus exposing the ignorance displayed by the 
Jews and the Christians concerning their statements that we mentioned. There is a difference 
of opinion regarding the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(who know not) 

For instance, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Qatadah said that, 



(Like unto their word, said those said those who know not) means, "The Christians said similar 
statements to the Jews." Ibn Jurayj asked 'Ata' "Who are those 'who know not'" ' Ata' said, 
"Nations that existed before the Jews and the Christians and before the Torah and the Gospel." 
Also, As-Suddi said that, 



(said those who know not) is in reference to the Arabs who said that Muhammad was not 
following anything (i. e. did not follow a true or existing religion). Abu Ja" f ar bin Jarir chose 
the view that this Ayah is general and that there is no evidence that specifically supports any 
of these explanations. So interpreting the Ayah in a general way is better. Allah knows best. 

Allah said, 



(Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein they have been 
differing.) meaning, that Allah will gather them all on the Day of Return. On that Day, Allah 
will justly judge between them, for He is never unjust with anyone, even as little asthe weight 
of an atom. This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement in Surat Al-Hajj (22:17), 



(Verily, those who believe (in Allah and in His Messenger Muhammad ), and those who are 
Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians, and the Majus, and those who associate partners 
with Allah; truly, Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah is 
over all things a Witness). 

Allah said, 



(Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together (on the Day of Resurrection), then He will judge 
between us with truth. And He is the Just Judge, the Knower of the true state of affairs.") 
(34:26). 



(114. And who are more unjust than those who forbid that Allah's Name be mentioned (i.e. 
prayers and invocations) in Allah's Masjids and strive for their ruin It was not fitting that such 
should themselves enter them (Allah's Masjids) except in fear. For them there is disgrace in this 
world, and they will have a great torment in the Hereafter.) 



Of the Most Unjust are Those Who prevent People from the Masjids 

and strive for their Ruin 

The Quraysh idolatorsare those who hindered the people from the Masjids of Allah and wanted 
to destroy them. Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn Zayd said that Allah's statement, 



(And who are more unjust than those who forbid that Allah's Name be mentioned (i.e. prayers 
and invocations) in Allah's Masjids and strive for their ruin) is about the Quraysh idolatorswho 
prevented the Prophet from entering Makkah from Al-Hudaybiyyah, until he slaughtered the 
Hadi (animal for sacrifice) at Dhi-Tuwa. He then agreed to a peace treaty with the idolators 
and said to them, (No one before has ever prevented people from entering the House. One 
would even see the killer of his father and brother, but would not prevent him (from entering 
the House of Allah).) They said, "Whoever killed our fathers at Badr, shall never enter it while 
there is one of us alive." Allah's statement, 



(and strive for their ruin) means those who prevent whoever maintain the Masj ids with Allah's 
remembrance and who visit Allah's House to perform Hajj and " Umrah. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Ibn " Abbas said that the Quraysh prevented the Prophet from praying at the Ka' bah in Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram, so Allah revealed, 



(And who are more unjust than those who forbid that Allah's Name be mentioned (i.e. prayers 
and invocations) in Allah's Masj ids)" 

After Allah chastised the Jews and Christians, He also criticized the idolators who expelled the 
Messenger of Allah and his Companions from Makkah, preventing them from praying in Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram, which they kept exclusively for their idols and polytheism. Allah said, 



(And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and 
they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except Al-Muttaqun (the pious), but most 
of them know not.) (8:34) 



(It is not for the Mushrikin (polyt heists), to maintain the Masjids of Allah while they witness 
against their own selves of disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in Fire shall they abide. 
The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day; 
perform the Salah, and give the Zakah and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true 
guidance.) (9:17-18) 

and, 



(They are the ones who disbelieved and hindered you from AI-Masjid-AI-Haram (at Makkah) and 
detained the sacrificial animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice. Had there not been 
believing men and believing women whom you did not know, that you may kill them and on 
whose account a sin would have been committed by you without (your) knowledge, that Allah 
might bring into His mercy whom He wills if they (the believers and the disbelievers) had 
been apart, We verily, would have punished those of them who disbelieved with painful 
torment) (48:25). Therefore, Allah said here, 



(The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day; 
perform the Salah, and give the Zakah and fear none but Allah). Therefore, if those believers 



who follow the virtues mentioned in the Ayah were prevented from attending the Masjid, then 
what cause for destruction is worse than this Maintaining the Masjids not only means 
beautifying them, but it involves remembering Allah, establishing His SharTah in the Masjids 
and purifying them from the filth of Shirk. 

The Good News that Islam shall prevail 

Allah said next, 



(It was not fitting that such should themselves enter them (Allah's Masjids) except in fear). 

This Ayah means, "Do not allow them - the disbelievers- to enter the Masjids, except to satisfy 
the terms of an armistice or a treaty." When the Messenger of Allah conquered Makkah in 9 H, 
he commanded that someone announce at Mina, "After the current year, no idolators shall 
perform Hajj, and no naked persons shall perform Tawaf around the House, except for those 
who have a treaty. In this case, the treaty will be carried to the end of its term." This Ayah 
support st he Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! (in Allah's Oneness and in His Messenger Muhammad )! Verily, the 
Mushrikun (idolators) are Najasun (impure). So let them not come near AI-Masjid-AI-Haram (at 
Makkah) after this year) (9:28). 

It was also said that this Ayah (2:114) carries the good news for the Muslims from Allah that He 
will allow them to take over Al-Masjid Al-Haram and all the Masjids and disgrace the idolators. 
Soon after, the Ayah indicated, no idolator shall enter the House, except out of fear of being 
seized or killed, unless he embraces Islam. Allah fulfilled this promise and later decreed that 
idolators not be allowed to enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram. The Messenger of Allah stated that no 
two religions should remain in the Arabian Peninsula, and the Jews and Christians should be 
expelled from it, all praise is due to Allah. All of these rulings ensure maintaining the honor of 
Al-Masjid Al-Haram and purifying the area where Allah sent His Messenger to warn and bring 
good news to all of mankind, may Allah's peace and blessings be on him. 

This Ayah also described the disgrace that the disbelievers earn in this life, and that the 
punishment comes in a form comparable to the deed. Just as they prevented the believers 
from entering Al-Masjid Al-Haram, they were prevented from entering it in turn. Just as they 
expelled the believers from Makkah, they were in turn expelled from Makkah, 



(and they will have a great torment in the Hereafter) because they breached the sanctity of 
the House and brought filth to it by erecting idols all around it, invoking other than Allah and 
performing Tawaf around it while naked, etc. 

Here it is worth mentioning the Hadith about seeking refuge from disgrace in this life and the 
torment of the Hereafter. Imam Ahmad recorded that Busr bin Artah said that the Messenger of 
Allah used to supplicate, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Make our end better in all affairs, and save us from disgrace in this life and the 
torment of the Hereafter.) 

This Hadith is Hasan. 



(115. And to Allah belong the east and the west, so wherever you turn (yourselves or your 
faces) there is the Face of Allah (and He is High above, over His Throne). Surely, Allah is 
Sufficient (for His creatures' needs), Knowing.) 



Facing the Qiblah (Direction of the Prayer) 

This ruling brought comfort to the Messenger of Allah and his Companions, who were driven out 
of Makkah and had to depart from the area of Al-Masjid Al-Haram. In Makkah, the Messenger of 
Allah used to pray in the direction of Bayt Al-Maqdis, while the Ka' bah was between him and 
the Qiblah. When the Messenger migrated to Al-Madinah, he faced Bayt Al-Maqdis for sixteen or 
seventeen months, and then Allah directed him to face Al-Ka'bah in prayer. This is why Allah 
said, 



(And to Allah belong the east and the west, so wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) 
there is the Face of Allah (and He is High above, over His Throne)). 



'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The first part of the Qur'an that was abrogated 
was about the Qiblah. When the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al- Mad in ah, which was 
inhabited by the Jews, he was at first commanded to face Bayt Al-Maqdis. The Jews were 
happy, and the Messenger of Allah faced Bayt Al-Maqdis for some ten months. However, the 
Messenger of Allah liked to face the Qiblah of Ibrahim (Al-Ka'bah at Makkah), and he used to 
look to the sky and supplicate. 3d Allah revealed, 



(Verily, We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad's) face towards the heaven) until, 



(turn your faces (in prayer) in that direction) (2:144). 

The Jews were disturbed by this development and said, 'What made them change the direction 
of the Qiblah that they used to face' Allah revealed, 



(Say (O Muhammad ): "To Allah belong both, east and the west") and, 



(So wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there is the Face of Allah (and He is High 
above, over His Throne))." 

' Ikrimah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(So wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there is the Face of Allah (and He is High 
above, over His Throne)) means, "Allah's direction is wherever you face, east or west." Mujahid 
said that, 



(So wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there is the Face of Allah (and He is High 
above, over His Throne)) 



means, "Wherever you may be, you have a Qiblah to face, that is, Al-Ka' bah." 

However, it was said that Allah sent down this Ayah before the order to face the Ka'bah. Ibn 
Jarir said, "Others said that this Ayah was revealed to the Messenger of Allah permitting the 
one praying voluntary prayers to face wherever they wish in the east or west, while traveling, 
when in fear and when facing the enemy." For instance, Ibn ' Umar used to face whatever 
direction his animal was headed and proclaim that the Messenger of Allah did the same, 
explaining the Ayah, 



(So wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there is the Face of Allah)." 

That Hadith was also collected by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn 
Marduwyah, and its origin is in the Two Sahihs from Ibn " Umar and ' Amr bin Rabr ah without 
mentioning the Ayah. In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded that NafT said that whenever Ibn ' Umar 
was asked about the prayer during times of fear, he used to describe it and would then say, 
"When the sense of fear isworse than that, pray while standing, or while riding, whether facing 
the Qiblah or not." NafT then said, "I think Ibn 'Umar mentioned that from the Prophet ." It 
was also said that the Ayah was revealed about those who are unable to find the correct 
direction of the Qiblah in the dark or due to cloudy skies and, thus, prayed in a direction other 
than the Qiblah by mistake. 

The Qiblah for the People of Al-Madinah is what is between the East 

and the West 

In hisTafsir of this Ayah (2:115), Al-Hafiz Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(What is between the east and the west is the Qiblah for the people of Al-Madinah, Ash-Sham 
and ' Iraq.) 

At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith with the wording, 

« » 

(What is between the east and the west is a Qiblah.) 
Ibn Jarir said, "The meaning of Allah's statement; 



(Surely, Allah is Sufficient (for His creatures' needs), Knowing) is that Allah encompasses all His 
Creation by providing them with sufficient needs and by His generosity and favor. His 
statement, 



(Knowing) means He is knowledgeable of their deeds and nothing escapes His watch, nor is He 
unaware of anything. Rather, His knowledge encompasses everything." 



(116. And they (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: Allah has begotten a son (children or 
offspring). Glory is to Him (Exalted is He above all that they associate with Him). Nay, to Him 
belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth, and all are Qanitun to Him.) (117. The 
Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it: "Be! 
and it is.) 

Refuting the Claim that Allah has begotten a Son 

This and the following Ayat refute the Christians, may Allah curse them, and their like among 
the Jews and the Arab idolators, who claimed that the angels are Allah's daughters. Allah 
refuted all of them in their claim that He had begotten a son. Allah said, 



(Glory isto Him.) 

meaning, He is holier and more perfect than such claim; 



(Nay, to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth,) meaning, the truth is not as the 
disbelievers claimed, rather, Allah's is the kingdom of the heavens and earth and whatever and 
whoever is in, on and between them. Allah is the Supreme Authority in the heavens and earth, 
and He is the Creator, Provider and Sustainer Who decides all the affairs of the creation as He 
wills. All creatures are Allah's servants and are owned by Him. Therefore, how could one of 
them be His son The son of any being is born out of two comparable beings. Allah has no equal 
or rival sharing His grace and greatness, so how can He have a son when He has no wife Allah 
said, 



(He is the Originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He have children when He has no 
wife He created all things and He is the Knower of everything) (6:101). 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a son (offspring or children)." Indeed 
you have brought forth (said) a terrible evil thing. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and 
the earth is split asunder, and the mountains fall in ruins. That they ascribe a son (or offspring 
or children) to the Most Gracious (Allah). But it is not suitable for (the majesty of) the Most 
Gracious (Allah) that He should beget a son (or offspring or children). There is none in the 
heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious (Allah) as a servant. Verily, He knows 
each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And everyone of them will come to 
Him alone on the Day of Resurrection (without any helper, or protector or defender)) (19:88- 
95), and, 



(Say: "He is Allah (the) One, Allah the Samad (the Self- Sufficent, upon whom all depend), He 
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none comparable to Him.") (112). 

In these Ayat, Allah stated that He is the Supreme Master Whom there is no equal or rival, 
everything and everyone was created by Him, so how can He have a son from among them This 
is why, in the Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Prophet 
said, 



» 



« 

(Allah said, 'The son of Adam has denied Me, and that is not his right. He has insulted Me, and 
that is not his right. As for the denial of Me, he claimed that I am unable to bring him back as 
he used to be (resurrect him). As for his insulting Me, he claimed that I have a son. All praise is 
due to Me, it is unbefitting that I should have a wife or a son.') 

This Hadith was recorded by Al-Bukhari. 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 

« 

e(No one is more patient when hearing an insult than Allah. They attribute a son to Him, yet 
He still givesthem sustanence and health.) 

Everything is within Allah's Grasp 

Allah said, 



(all are Qanitun to Him). 

Ibn Abi Hatim said that Abu Sa' id Al-Ashaj informed them that Asbat informed them from 
Mutarrif, from ' Atiyah, from Ibn ' Abbas who said that, 



(Qantin) (2:238) means, they pray to Him. ' Ikrimah and Abu Malik also said that, 



(and all are Qanitun to Him.) means, bound to Him in servitude to Him. Sa' id bin Jubayr said 
that Qanitun is sincerity. Ar-RabP bin Anas said that, 



(all are Qanitun to Him.) means, "Sanding up - before Him - on the Day of Resurrection." Also, 
As-Suddi said that, 



(and all are Qanitun to Him.) means, "Obedient on the Day of Resurrection." Khasif said that 
Mujahid said that, 



(and all are Qanitun to Him. ) means, "Obedient. He says, 'Be a human' and he becomes a 
human." He also said, "(Allah says,) ' Be a donkey' and it becomes a donkey." Also, Ibn Abi Najih 
said that Mujahid said that, 



(and all are Qanitun to Him.) means, obedient. Mujahid also said, "The obedience of the 
disbeliever occurs when his shadow prostrates, while he hates that." Mujahid's statement, 
which Ibn Jarir preferred, combines all the meanings, and that is that Qunut means obedience 
and submission to Allah. There are two categories of Qunut: legislated and destined, for Allah 
said, 



(And unto Allah (alone) falls in prostration whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly or 
unwillingly, and so do their shadows in the mornings and in the (late) afternoons) (13:15). 

The Meaning of Bad ®299 " 

Allah said, 



(The BadT (Originator) of the heavens and the earth.) which means, He created them when 
nothing resembling them existed. Mujahid and As-Suddi said that this is the linguistic meaning, 
for all new matters are called Bid" ah. Muslim recorded the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(...every innovation (in religion) is a Bid" ah.) 

There are two types of Bid" ah, religious, as mentioned in the Hadith: 

« » 

(...every innovation is a Bid" ah and every Bid" ah is heresy.) 

And there is a linguistic Bid" ah, such as the statement of the Leader of the faithful " Umar bin 
Al-Khattab when he gathered the Muslims to pray the Tarawih prayer in congregation (which 
was also an earlier practice of the Prophet ) and said, "What a good Bid" ah this is." 

Ibn Jarir said, "Thus the meaning of the Ayat (2:1 16-1 17) becomes, " Allah is far more glorious 
than to have had a son, for He is the Owner of everything that is in the heavens and earth. All 
testify to His Oneness and to their submissiveness to Him. He is their Creator and Maker. 
Without created precedence, He shaped the creatures in their current shapes. Allah also bears 
witness to His servants that Jesus, who some claimed to be Allah's son, is among those who 
testify to His Oneness. Allah stated that He created the heavens and earth out of nothing and 
without precedent. Likewise, He created Jesus, the Messiah, with His power and without a 
father." This explanation from Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy upon him, is very good and 
correct. 

Allah said, 



(When He decrees a matter, He only says to it : "Be! and it is.) thus, demonstrating His 
perfectly complete ability and tremendous authority; if He decides a matter, He merely orders 
it to, ' Be' and it comes into existence. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be! and it is. 
(36:82), 



(Verily, Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is only that We say unto it: "Be! and it is. 
(16:40) and, 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye) (54:50) 

So Allah informed usthat He created Jesus by merely saying, "Be!" and he was, as Allah willed: 



(Verily, the likeness of x Isa (Jesus) before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from 
dust, then (He) said to him: "Be! and he was) (3:59). 



(118. And those who have no knowledge say: "Why does not Allah speak to us (face to face) or 
why does not a sign come to us" & said the people before them words of similar import. Their 
hearts are alike, We have indeed made plain the signs for people who believe with certainty.) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that RafT bin Huraymilah said to the 
Messenger of Allah , "0 Muhammad! If you were truly a Messenger from Allah, as you claim, 
then ask Allah to speak to us directly, so that we hear His Speech." So Allah revealed, 



(And those who have no knowledge say: "Why does not Allah speak to us (face to face) or why 
does not a sign come to us") 

Abu AI-'Aliyah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Qatadah and As-Suddi said that it was actually the 
statement of the Arab disbelievers: 



(So said the people before them words of similar import. ) He said, "These are the Jews and the 
Christians." 

What further proves that the Arab idolators said the statement mentioned in the Ayah is that 
Allah said, 



(And when there comes to them a sign (from Allah) they say: "We shall not believe until we 
receive the like of that which the Messengers of Allah had received." Allah knows best with 
whom to place His Message. Humiliation and disgrace from Allah and a severe torment will 
overtake the criminals (polyt heists and sinners) for that which they used to plot.) (6:124) and 



(And they say: "We shall not believe in you (0 Muhammad ), until you cause a spring to gush 
forth from the earth for us) until, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "Glorified (and Exalted) be my Lord (Allah) above all that evil they 
(polyt heists) associate with Him ! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger") (17:90-93) 
and, 



(And those who expect not a meeting with Us (i. e. those who deny the Day of Resurrection and 
the life of the Hereafter) said: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not see 
our Lord") (25:21) and, 



(Nay, everyone of them desires that he should be given pages spread out) (74:52). 

There are many other Ayat that testify to the disbelief of the Arab idolators, their 
transgression, stubbornness, and that they asked unnecessary questions out of disbelief and 
arrogance. The statements of the Arab idolators followed the statements of the nations of the 
People of the Two Scriptures and other religions before them. Allah said, 



(The People of the Scripture (Jews) ask you to cause a book to descend upon them from 
heaven. Indeed, they asked Musa (Moses) for even greater than that, when they said: "Show us 
Allah in public,") (4:153) and, 



(And (remember) when you said: "0 Musa! We shall never believe in you until we see Allah 
plainly.") (2:55). 

Allah's statement, 



(Their hearts are alike. ) means, the hearts of the Arab idolators are just like the hearts of 
those before them, containing disbelief, stubbornness and injustice. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!" 
Have they (the people of the past) transmitted this saying to these (Quraysh pagans)) (51:52- 
53). 

Allah said next, 



(We have indeed made plain the signs for people who believe with certainty.) meaning, We 
made the arguments clear, prooving the truth of the Messengers, with no need of more 
questions or proofs for those who believe, follow the Messengers and comprehend what Allah 
sent them with. As for those whose hearts and hearing Allah has stamped and whose eyes have 
been sealed, Allah described them: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment) (10:96-97). 



(119. Verily, We have sent you (0 Muhammad ) with the truth (Islam), a bringer of glad tidings 
(for those who believe in what you brought, that they will enter Paradise) and a warner (for 
those who disbelieve in what you brought, that they will enter the Hellfire). And you will not 
be asked about the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) 

Allah's statement; 



(And you will not be asked about the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) means, "We shall not ask you 
about the disbelief of those who rejected you." Similarly, Allah said, 



(Your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us isthe reckoning.) (13:40) 



(So remind them (0 Muhammad ) you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over 
them. )(88:21-22) and, 



(We know best what they say. And you (0 Muhammad ) are not the one to force them (to 
belief). But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat) (50:45). 

There are many other similar Ayat. 



The Description of the Prophet in the Tawrah 



Imam Ahmad recorded ' Ata' bin Yasar saying that he met 'Abdullah bin * Amr bin AI-' As and 
said to him, "Tell me about the description of the Messenger of Allah in the Torah." He said, 
"Yes, by Allah, he is described by the Torah with the same characteristics that he is described 
with in the Qur'an with: 'O Prophet! We have sent you as a witness, a bringer of good news, a 
warner, and as safe refuge for the unlettered people. You are My servant and Messenger. I have 
called you the Mutawakkil (who depends and relies on Allah for each and everything). You are 
not harsh, nor hard, nor obnoxious in the bazaars. He does not reward the evil deed with an 
evil deed. Rather, he forgives and pardons. Allah will not bring his life to an end, until he 
straightens the wicked's religion by his hands so that the people proclaim: There is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah. By his hands, Allah will open blind eyes, deaf ears and sealed 
hearts.'" This was recorded by Al-Bukhari only. 



(120. Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (0 Muhammad ) till you follow 
their religion. Say: "Verily, the guidance of Allah (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) that is the (only) 
guidance. And if you (0 Muhammad ) were to follow their (Jews and Christians) desires after 
what you have received of Knowledge (i.e. the Qur'an), then you would have against Allah 
neither any Wali (protector or guardian) nor any helper.) (121. Those to whom we gave the 
Book recite it as it should be recited (Yatlunahu Haqqa Tilawatihi) they are the ones who 
believe therein. And whoso disbelieve in it, those are they who are the losers.) Ibn Jarir said, 
"Allah said, 



(Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (0 Muhammad ) till you follow their 
religion.) meaning, " The Jews and the Christians will never be happy with you, Muhammad! 
Therefore, do not seek what pleases or appeases them, and stick to what pleases Allah by 
calling them to the truth that Allah sent you with.' Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Verily, the guidance of Allah (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) that is the (only) guidance") 
emeans, ' Say, Muhammad , the guidance of Allah that He sent me with is the true guidance, 
meaning the straight, perfect and comprehensive religion."' Qatadah said that Allah's 
statement, 



(Say: "Verily, the guidance of Allah (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) that is the (only) guidance) is, "A 
true argument that Allah taught Muhammad and his Companions and which they used against 
the people of misguidance." Qatadah said, "We were told that the Messenger of Allah used to 
say, 



» 



« 

(There will always be a group of my Ummah fighting upon the truth, having the upper hand, 
not harmed by their opponents, until the decree of Allah (the Last Hour) comes.) 

This Hadith was collected in the Sahih and narrated from " Abdullah bin " Amr. 



(And if you (O Muhammad ) were to follow their (Jews and Christians) desires after what you 
have received of Knowledge (i.e. the Qur'an), then you would have against Allah neither any 
Wali (protector or guardian) nor any helper.) 

This Ayah carries a stern warning for the Muslim Ummah against imitating the ways and 
methods of the Jews and Christians, after they have acquired knowledge of the Qur'an and 
Sunnah, may Allah grant us refuge from this behavior. Although the speech in this Ayah was 
directed at the Messenger , the ruling of which appliesto his entire Ummah. 

The Meaning of Correct Tilawah 

Allah said, 



(Those to whom We gave the Book. Yatlunahu Haqqan Tilawatih.) 

' Abdur-Razzaq said from Ma' mar, from Qatadah, "They are the Jews and Christians." This is 
the opinion of ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, and it was also chosen by Ibn Jarir. Sa' id 
reported from Qatadah, "They are the Companions of the Messenger of Allah ." Abu Al-' Aliyah 
said that Ibn Mas' ud said, "By He in Whose Hand is my soul! The right Tilawah is allowing what 
it makes lawful, prohibiting what it makes unlawful, reciting it as it was revealed by Allah, not 
changing the words from their places, and not interpreting it with other than its actual 
interpretation." As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik from Ibn 'Abbas who said about this Ayah 
(2:121): "They make lawful what it allows and they prohibit what it makes unlawful, and they 
do not alter its wordings." ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "They are those who when they recite an 
Ayah that mentions mercy, they ask Allah for it, and when they recite an Ayah that mentions 
torment, they seek refuge with Allah from it." This meaning was attributed to the Prophet , for 
when he used to recite an Ayah of mercy, he invoked Allah for mercy, and when he recited an 
Ayah of torment, he sought refuge from it with Allah. 

Allah's statement, 



(they are the ones who believe therein) 
explains the Ayah, 



(Those to whom We gave the Book. Yatlunahu HaqqaTilawatihi). 

These Ayat mean, "Those among the People of the Book who perfectly adhered to the Books 
that were revealed to the previous Prophets, will believe in what I have sent you with, 
Muhammad!" Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if only they had acted according to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has (now) been sent 
down to them from their Lord (the Qur'an), they would surely, have gotten provision from 
above them and from underneath their feet.) (5:66). The Ayah, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ) "0 People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! You have nothing (as 
regards guidance) till you act according to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has (now) been sent 
down to you from your Lord (the Qur'an).") means, "If you adhere to the Torah and the Gospel 
in the correct manner, believe in them as you should, and believe in the news they carry about 
Muhammad's prophethood, his description and the command to follow, aid and support him, 
then this will direct you to adhere to truth and righteousness in this life and the Hereafter." In 
another Ayah, Allah said, 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad 
) whom they find written with them in the Tawrah and the Injil.) (7:157) and, 



(Say (0 Muhammad to them): "Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe (in it). Verily, those 
who were given knowledge before it, when it is recited to them, fall down on their faces in 
humble prostration. And they say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be 
fulfilled.") (17:107-108). 

These Ayat indicate that what Allah promised for Muhammad will certainly occur. Allah also 
said, 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture (i. e. the Tawrah and the Injil) before it, they believe in 
it (the Qur'an). And when it is recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it isthe truth 
from our Lord. Indeed even before it we have been from those who submit themselves to Allah 
in Islam as Muslims. These will be given their reward twice over, because they are patient, and 
repel evil with good, and spend (in charity) out of what We have provided them.) (28:52-54) 
and, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) and to those who are 
illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you (also) submit yourselves (to Allah in Islam)" If they do, they 
are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your duty is only to convey the Message; and Allah is 
the Seer of (His) servants) (3:20). 

Allah said, 



(And whoever disbelieves in it (the Qur'an), those are they who are the losers), just as He said 
in another Ayah, 



(But those of the sects (Jews, Christians and all the other non-Muslim nations) that reject it 
(the Qur'an), the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17). 

As recorded in the Sahih, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! There is no member of this Ummah (mankind and Jinns), Jew 
or a Christian, who hears of me, yet does not believe in me, but will enter the Fire.) 



(122. Children of Israel! Remember My favor which I bestowed upon you and that I preferred 
you over the nations).) (123. And fear the Day (of Judgement) when no person shall avail 
another, nor shall compensation be accepted from him, nor shall intercession be of use to him, 
nor shall they be helped.) 

We mentioned a similar Ayah at the beginning of this Surah, and it is mentioned here to 
emphisize the importance of following the Ummi Prophet and Messenger, who is described for 
the People of the Scriptures in their Books by his characteristics, name, the good news about 
him and the description of his Ummah. Allah warned them against concealing this information, 
which is among the favors that Allah granted them. Allah also commanded them to remember 
their daily life and their religious affairs and how He blessed them. They should not envy their 
cousins, the Arabs, for what Allah has given them, the Final Messenger of Allah being an Arab. 
Envy should not incite them to oppose or deny the Prophet or refrain from following him, may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him until the Day of Judgment. 



(124. And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (Abraham) tried him with (certain) commands, 
which he fulfilled. He (Allah) said (to him), "Verily, I am going to make you an Imam (a leader) 



for mankind (to follow you)." (Ibrahim) said, "And of my offspring (to make leaders)." (Allah) 
said, "My covenant (prophethood) includes not Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers).") 

Ibrahim Al-Khalil was an Imam for the People 

Allah is informing us of the honor of Ibrahim Al-Khalil, who He made an Imam for the people, 
and a model to be imitated, because of the way he conducted himself and adhered to Tawhid. 
This honor was given to Prophet Ibrahim when he adhered to Allah's decisions and prohibitions. 
This is why Allah said, 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (i.e., Allah) tried him with (certain) commands). 

This Ayah means, Muhammad! Remind the idolators and the People of the Scriptures, who 
pretend to be followers of the religion of Ibrahim, while in reality they do not follow it, while 
you, Muhammad, and your followers are the true followers of his religion; remind them of 
the commands and prohibit ions that Allah tested Ibrahim with. 



(which he fulfilled.) indicating that Ibrahim implemented all of Allah's orders. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 



(And of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (or conveyed) all that (Allah ordered him to do or 
convey)) (53:37) 

meaning, he was truthful and he was obedient to Allah's legislation. Also, Allah said, 



(Veriiy, Ibrahim was an Ummah (or a nation), obedient to Allah, Hanif (i.e. to worship none but 
Allah), and he was not one of those who were Al-Mushrikin (polyt heists), (He was) thankful for 
His (Allah's) favors. He (Allah) chose him and guided him to a straight path. And We gave him 
good in this world, and in the Hereafter he shall be of the righteous. Then, We have sent the 
revelation to you (0 Muhammad saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrahim Hanif (Islamic 
Monotheism to worship none but Allah) and he was not of the Mushrikin.) (16:120-123) 



(Say (O Muhammad ): "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the 
religion of Ibrahim, Hanifan, and Ibrahim (to worship none but Allah, alone) and he was not of 
Al-Mushrikin.") (6:161) and, 



(Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim Hanifan (Islamic 
Monotheism to worship none but Allah alone) and he was not of Al-Mushrikin. Verily, among 
mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and this Prophet 
(Muhammad ) and those who have believed (Muslims). And Allah is the Wali (Protector and 
Helper) of the believers) (3:67-68). 

Allah said, 



(with Kalimat (words)) which means, "Laws, commandments and prohibitions." 'Words' as 
mentioned here, sometimes refers to what Allah has willed, such as Allah's statement about 
Maryam, 



(And she testified to the truth of the Words of her Lord, and (also believed in) His Scriptures, 
and she was of the Qanitin (i.e. obedient to Allah)) (66:12). 

"Words" also refers to Allah's Law, such as Allah's statement, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice) (6:115) meaning, His 
legislation. "Words" also means truthful news, or a just commandment or prohibition. For 
instance, Allah said, 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried him with (certain) Words (commands), which 
he fulfilled) meaning, he adhered to them, Allah said, 



("Verily, I am going to make you an Imam (a leader) for mankind (to follow you).") as a reward 
for Ibrahim's good deeds, adhering to the commandments and avoiding the prohibitions. This is 
why Allah made Ibrahim a role model for the people, and an Imam whose conduct and path are 
imitated and followed. 



What were the Words that Ibrahim was tested with 

There is a difference of opinion over the words that Allah tested Ibrahim with. There are 
several opinions attributed to Ibn 'Abbas. For instance, ' Abdur-Razzaq said that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Allah tested him with the rituals (of Haj j ) . " Abu Ishaq reported the same. ' Abdur-Razzaq 
also narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (Abraham) (i.e., Allah) tried him with (certain) 
commands) means, "Allah tested him with Taharah (purity, ablution): five on the head and five 
on the body. As for the head, they are cutting the mustache, rinsing the mouth, inhaling and 
discarding water, using Swak and parting the hair. As for the body, they are trimming the 
nails, shaving the pubic hair, circumcision and plucking under the arm and washing with water 
after answering the call of nature." Ibn Abi Hatim said, "A similar statement was also reported 
from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Mujahid, Ash-Sha'bi, An-Nakha'i, Abu Salih, Abu Al-Jald, and so 
forth." 



There is a similar statement that Imam Muslim narrated from ' Aishah who said that Allah's 
Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Ten are among the Fitrah (instinct, natural constitution): trimming the mustache, growing the 
beard, using Swak, inhaling and then exhaling water (in ablution), cutting the nails, washing 
between the fingers (in ablution), plucking the underarm hair, shaving the pubic hair, washing 
with water after answering the call of nature, (and I forgot the tenth, I think it was) rinsing the 
mouth (in ablution).) 



The Two Sahihs recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Five are among the acts of Fitrah: circumcision, shaving the pubic hair, trimming the 
mustache, cutting the nails and plucking the underarm hair.) This isthe wording with Muslim. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reportd that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The words that Allah tested Ibrahim with, 
and that he implemented were: abandoning his (disbelieving) people when Allah commanded 
him to do so, disputing with Nimrod (king of Babylon) about Allah, being patient when he was 
thrown in the fire (although this was extremely traumatic) migrating from his homeland when 
Allah commanded him to do so, patience with the monetary and material demands of hosting 
guests by Allah's command, and Allah's order for him to slaughter his son. When Allah tested 
Ibrahim with these words, and he was ready for the major test, Allah said to him, 



("Submit (be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of all that 
exists. ") (2:131) although this meant defying and being apart from the people." 

The Unjust do not qualify for Allah's Promise 

Allah said that Ibrahim said, 



(And of my offspring (to make leaders)) and Allah replied, 



(My covenant (prophethood) includes not Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers)). 

When Allah made Ibrahim an Imam (Leader for the faithful), he asked Allah that Imams 
thereafter be chosen from his offspring. Allah accepted his supplication, but told him that 
there will be unj ust people among his offspring and they will not benefit from Allah's promise. 
Thus, they will neither become Imams nor be imitated (for they will not be righteous). The 
proof that Ibrahim's supplication to Allah was accepted is that Allah said in Surat AI-' Ankabut 
(29:27), 



(And We ordained among his offspring prophethood and the Book). 

Hence, every Prophet whom Allah sent after Ibrahim were from among his offspring, and every 
Book that Allah revealed was to them. As for Allah's statement, 



((Allah) said, "My covenant (prophethood) includes not Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers). ") 

Allah mentioned that there are unjust people among the offspring of Ibrahim, and they will not 
benefit from Allah's promise, nor would they be entrusted with anything, even though they are 
among the children of Allah's Khalil (intimate friend, Prophet Abraham). There will also be 
those who do good among the children of Ibrahim, and these it is who will benefit from 
Ibrahim's supplication. Ibn Jarir said that this Ayah indicated that the unjust shall not be Imams 
for the people. Moreover, the Ayah informed Ibrahim that there will be unjust people among 
his offspring. Also, Ibn Khuwayz Mindad Al-Maliki said, "The unjust person does not qualify to be 
a Khalifah, a ruler, one who gives religious verdicts, a witness, or even a narrator (of Hadiths)." 



(125. And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka' bah at Makkah) a place of resort for 
mankind and a place of safety. And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim (or the 
stone on which Ibrahim as a place) 



The Virtue of Allah's House 

Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka' bah at Makkah) a place of resort for 
mankind) "They do not remain in the House, they only visit it and return to their homes, and 
then visit it again." Also, Abu Ja* far Ar-Razi narrated from Ar-RabP bin Anas from Abu Al- 
" Aliyah who said that, 



(And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka' bah at Makkah) a place of resort for 
mankind and a place of safety) means, "Safe from enemies and armed conflict. During the time 
of Jahiliyyah, the people were often victims of raids and kidnapping, while the people in the 
area surrounding it (Al-Masjid Al-Haram) were safe and not subject to kidnapping." Also, 
Mujahid, ' Ata', As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas were reported to have said that the 
Ayah (2:125) means, "Whoever enters it shall be safe." 

This Ayah indicates that Allah honored the Sacred House, which Allah made as a safe refuge 
and safe haven. Therefore, the souls are eager, but never bored, to conduct short visits to the 
House, even every year. This is because Allah accepted the supplication of His Khali I , Ibrahim, 
when he asked Allah to make the hearts of people eager to visit the House. Ibrahim said 
(14:40), 



(Our Lord! And accept my invocation). 

Allah described the House as a safe resort and refuge, for those 
who visit it are safe, even if they had committed acts of evil. This 
honor comes from the honor of the person who built it first, Khalil 

Ar-Rahman, just as Allah said, 



(And (remember) when We showed Ibrahim the site of the (Sacred) House (the Ka' bah at 
Makkah) (saying): "Associate not anything (in worship) with Me...") (22:26) and, 



(Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of 
blessing, and a guidance for AI-'Alamin (mankind and Jinn). In it are manifest signs (for 
example), the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim; whosoever enters it, he attains security) (3:96-97). 

The last honorable Ayah emphasized the honor of Ibrahim's Maqam, and the instruction to pray 
next to it, 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer). The Maqam of 
Ibrahim 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that Sa' id bin Jubayr commented on the Ayah, 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer) "The stone (Maqam) 
is the standing place of Ibrahim, Allah's Prophet, and a mercy from Allah. Ibrahim stood on the 
stone, while Ism a' il was handing him the stones (constructing the Ka' bah)."As-Suddi said, "The 
Maqam of Ibrahim is a stone which Isma'il's wife put under Ibrahim's feet when washing his 
head." Al-Qurtubi mentioned this, but he considered it unauthentic, although others gave it 
prefrence, Ar-Razi reported it in his Tafsir from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, and Ar-RabP bin 
Anas. 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Jabir, describing the Hajj (pilgrimage) of the Prophet said, "When 
the Prophet performed Tawaf, ' Umar asked him, Ms this the Maqam of our father' He said, 
" Yes.' ' Umar said, " Should we take it a place of prayer' So Allah revealed, 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim (Abraham) as a place of prayer.") 
Al-Bukhari said, "Chapter: Allah's statement, 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim (Abraham) as a place of prayer) meaning, 
they return to it repeatedly." He then narrated that Anas bin Malik said that ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said, "I agreed with my Lord, or my Lord agreed with me, regarding three matters. I 
said, '0 Messenger of Allah! I wish you take the Maqam of Ibrahim a place for prayer.' The 
Ayah, 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim (Abraham)) was revealed. I also said, 'O 
Messenger of Allah! The righteous and the wicked enter your house. I wish you would command 
the Mot hers of the believers (the Prophet's wives) to wear Hijab. Allah sent down the Ayah that 
required the Hijab. And when I knew that the Prophet was angry with some of his wives, I came 
to them and said, " Either you stop what you are doing, or Allah will endow His Messenger with 
better women than you are.' I advised one of his wives and she said to me, " * Umar! Doesthe 
Messenger of Allah not know how to advise his wives, so that you have to do the job instead of 
him' Allah then revealed, 



(It may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him instead of you, wives better than 
you, Muslims (who submit to Allah))." (66:5) 

Also, Ibn Jarir narrated that Jabir said, "After the Messenger of Allah kissed the Black Stone, he 
went around the house three times in a fast pace and four times in a slow pace. He then went 
to Maqam of Ibrahim, with it between him and the House, and prayed two Rak'ahs." This is 
part of the long Hadith that Muslim recorded in Sahih. Al-Bukhari recorded that " Amr bin Dinar 
said that he heard Ibn ' Umar say, "The Messenger of Allah performed Tawaf around the House 
seven times and then prayed two Rak' ahs behind the Maqam." 

All these texts indicate that the Maqam is the stone that Ibrahim was standing on while 
building the House. As the House's walls became higher, Isma'il brought his father a stone, so 
that he could stand on it, while Isma* il handed him the stones. Ibrahim would place the stones 
on the wall, and whenever he finished one side, he would move to the next side, to complete 
the building all around. Ibrahim kept repeating this until he finished building the House, as we 
will describe when we explain the story of Ibrahim and Isma' il and how they built the House, 
as narrated from Ibn " Abbas and collected by Al-Bukhari. Ibrahim's footprints were still visible 
in the stone, and the Arabs knew this fact during the time of Jahiliyyah. This is why Abu Talib 
said in his poem known as ' Al-Lamiyyah', "And Ibrahim's footprint with his bare feet on the 
stone is still visible." 

The Muslims also saw Ibrahim's footprints on the stone, as Anas bin Malik said, "I saw the 
Maqam with the print of Ibrahim's toes and feet still visible in it, but the footprints dissipated 
because of the people rubbing the stone with their hands." 



Earlier, the Maqam was placed close to the Ka' bah's wall. In the present time, the Maqam is 
placed next to Al-Hijr on the right side of those entering through the door. 

When Ibrahim finished building the House, he placed the stone next to the wall of Al-Ka'bah. 
Or, when the House was finished being built, Ibrahim just left the stone where it was last 
standing, and he was commanded to pray next to the stone when he finished the Tawaf 
(circumambulating). It is understandable that the Maqam of Ibrahim would stand where the 
building of the House ended. The Leader of the faithful ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, one of the Four 
Rightly Guided Caliphs whom we were commanded to emulate, moved the stone away from the 
Ka' bah's wall during his reign. 'Umar is one of the two men, whom the Messenger of Allah 
described when he said, 



« » 

(Imitate the two men who will come after me: Abu Bakr and ' Umar.) 

' Umar was also the person whom the Qur'an agreed with regarding praying next to Maqam of 
Ibrahim. This is why none among the Companions rejected it when he moved it. 

' Abdur-Razzaq reported from Ibn Jurayj from 'Ata', "'Umar bin Al-Khattab moved the Maqam 
back." Also, 'Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Mujahid said that 'Umar was the first person who 
moved the Maqam back to where it is now standing." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr, Ahmad bin ' Ali bin Al- 
Husayn Al-Bayhaqi recorded ' A'ishah saying, "During the time of the Messenger of Allah and Abu 
Bakr, the Maqam was right next to the House. ' Umar moved the Maqam during his reign." This 
Hadith has an authentic chain of narration, i 



(125. And We commanded Ibrahim (Abraham) and Isma' il (Ishmael) that they should purify My 
House (the Ka' bah at Makkah) for those who are circumambulating it, or staying (Ttikaf), or 
bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in prayer).) (126. And (remember) when Ibrahim said, 
"My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security and provide its people with fruits, such of 
them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." He (Allah) answered: "As for him who disbelieves, I 
shall leave him in contentment for a while, then I shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, 
and worst indeed is that destination!") (127. And (remember) when Ibrahim and (his son) 
Isma' il were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka' bah at Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! 
Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the Knower.") (128. "Our Lord! And 
make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us 
our Manasik, and accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the 
Most Merciful.) 

The Command to purify the House 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that, 



(And We gave Our 'Ahd (command) to Ibrahim and Ismail) means, "Allah ordered them to 
purify it from all filth and impurities, of which none should ever touch it." Also, Ibn Jurayj said, 
"I said to ' Ata', ' What is Allah's' Ahd' He said, ' His command.'" Also, Sa id bin Jubayr said that 
Ibn 'Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(that they should purify My House (the Ka' bah) for those who are circumambulating it, or 
staying (T tikaf)) "Purify it from the idols." Further, Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr said that, 



(purify My House for those who are circumambulating it) means, "From the idols, sexual 
activity, false witness and sins of all kinds." 



Allah said, 



(for those who are performing Tawaf (circumambulating) it). 

The Tawaf around the House is a well-established ritual, Sa' id bin Jubayr said that, 



(for those who are circumambulating it) means, strangers (he means who do not live in 
Makkah), while; 



(or staying (T tikaf)) is about those who live in the area of the Sacred House. Also, Qatadah and 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that Ttikaf is in reference to those who live in the area of the House, 
just asSa' id bin Jubayr stated. Allah said, 



(or bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in prayer)) 

Ibn " Abbas said, when it is a place of prayer it includes those who are described as bowing and 
prostrating themselves. Also, ' Ata' and Qatadah offered the same Tafsir. 

Purifying all Masjids is required according to this Ayah and according to Allah's statement, 



(In houses (mosques) which Allah has ordered to be raised (to be cleaned, and to be honored), 
in them His Name is remembered (i.e. Adhan, Iqamah, Salah, invocations, recitation of the 
Qur'an). Therein glorify Him (Allah) in the mornings and in the (late) afternoons) (24:36). 

There are many Hadithsthat give a general order for purifying the Masjids and keeping filth 
and impurities away from them. This is why the Prophet said, 



« » 

(The Masjids are established for the purpose that they were built for (i. e. worshipping Allah 
alone).) 

I have collected a book on this subject, and all praise is due to Allah. 



Makkah is a Sacred Area 

Allah said, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said, "My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security and 
provide its people with fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day.") 

Imam Abu Ja'far bin Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Ibrahim made Allah's House a Sacred Area and a safe refuge. I have made what is between the 
two sides of Al-Madinah a Sacred Area. Therefore, its game should not be hunted, and its trees 
should not be cut.) An-Nasa'i and Muslim also recorded this Hadith. 

There are several other Hadithsthat indicate that Allah made Makkah a sacred area before He 
created the heavens and earth. The Two Sahihs recorded 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas saying that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



» 



« » 

(Allah has made this city a sanctuary (sacred place) the Day He created the heavens and earth. 
Therefore, it is a sanctuary until the Day of Resurrection because Allah made it a sanctuary. It 
was not legal for anyone to fight in it before me, and it was legal for me for a few hours of one 
day. Therefore, it is a sanctuary until the Day of Resurrection, because Allah made it a 
sanctuary. None is allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs, or to chase its game, or to pick up 
something that has fallen, except by a person who announces it publicly, nor should any of its 
trees be cut.) AI-' Abbas said, '0 Messenger of Allah! Except the lemon-grass, for our 
goldsmiths and for our graves.' The Prophet added, (Except lemon-grass.) 

This is the wording of Muslim. The Two Sahihs also recorded Abu Hurayrah narrating a similar 
Hadith, while Al-Bukhari recorded a similar Hadith from Safiyyah bint Shaybah who narrated it 
from the Prophet . 

Abu Shurayh Al-' Adawi said that he said to ' Amr bin Sa' id while he was sending armies to 
Makkah, "0 Commander! Let me narrate a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah said the day that 
followed the victory of Makkah. My ears heard the Hadith, my heart comprehended it, and my 
eyes saw the Prophet when he said it. He thanked Allah and praised him and then said, 



» 



« 



(Allah, not the people, made Makkah a sanctuary, so any person who has belief in Allah and the 
Last Day, should neither shed blood in it nor should he cut down its trees. If anybody argues 
that fighting in it is permissible on the basis that Allah's Messenger fought in Makkah, say to 
him, 'Allah allowed His Messenger and did not allow you.' Allah allowed me only for a few 
hours on that day (of the Conquest), and today its sanctity is valid as it was before. So, those 
who are present should inform those who are absent (concerning this fact).) 

Abu Shurayh was asked, 'What did " Amr reply' He said, (" Amr said) '0 Abu Shurayh! I know 
better than you about this, the Sacred House does not give protection to a sinner, a murderer 
or a thief.' This Hadith was collected by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

After this, there is no contradiction between the Hadithsthat stated that Allah made Makkah a 
sanctuary when He created the heavens and earth and the Hadiths that Ibrahim made it a 
sanctuary, since Ibrahim conveyed Allah's decree that Makkah is a sanctuary, before he built 
the House. Smilarly, the Messenger of Allah was written as the Final Prophet when Adam was 
still clay. Yet, Ibrahim said, 



(Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own) (2: 129). 

Allah accepted Ibrahim's supplication, although He had full knowledge beforehand that it will 
occur by His decree. To further elaborate on this subject, we should mention the Hadith about 
what the Messenger of Allah said when he was asked, "0 Messenger of Allah! Tell us about how 
your prophet hood started." He said, 



» 



« 

(I am the supplication of my father Ibrahim, the good news of Jesus, the son of Mary, and my 
mother saw a light that radiated from her which illuminated the castles of Ash-Sham (Syria).) 

In this Hadith, the Companions asked the Messenger about the beginning of his prophethood. 
We will explain this matter later, if Allah wills 

Ibrahim invokes Allah to make Makkah an Area of Safety and 

Sustenance 

Allah said that Ibrahim said, 



(My Lord, make thiscity (Makkah) a place of security) (2:126) from terror, so that its people do 
not suffer from fear. Allah accepted Ibrahim's supplication. Allah said, 



(Whosoever enters it, he attains security) (3:97) and, 



(Have they not seen that We have made (Makkah) a secure sanctuary, while men are being 
snatched away from all around them) (29:67). 

We have already mentioned the Hadiths that prohibit fighting in the Sacred Area. Muslim 
recorded that Jabir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(No one is allowed to carry weapons in Makkah.) Allah mentioned that Ibrahim said, 



(My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security) meaning, make this a safe city. This 
occurred before the Ka' bah was built. Allah said in Surat Ibrahim, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said, "My Lord! Make this city (Makkah) one of peace and 
security...") (14:35) as here, Ibrahim supplicated a second time after the House was built and 
its people lived around it, after Ishaq who was thirteen years Isma" il's junior was born. This is 
why at the end of his supplication, Ibrahim said here, 



(All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age Ism a* il (Ishmael) and Ishaq 
(Isaac). Verily, my Lord is indeed the Hearer of invocations) (14:39). 

Allah said next, 



("...and provide its people with fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." He 
(Allah) answered: "As for him who disbelieves, I shall leave him in contentment for a while, 
then I shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!") 

Ibn Jarir said that Ubayy bin Ka' b commented on, 



(He answered: "As for him who disbelieves, I shall leave him in contentment for awhile, then I 
shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!") "These are 



Allah's Words (meaning not Ibrahim's)" This is also the Tafsir of Mujahid and ' Ikrimah. 
Furthermore, Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place of security and provide its people with fruits, such of 
them as believe in Allah and the Last Day.) "Ibrahim asked Allah to grant sustenance for the 
believers only. However, Allah revealed, ' I will also provide for the disbelievers, just as I shall 
provide for the believers. Would I create something and not sustain and provide for I shall allow 
the disbelievers little delight, and then force them to the torment of the Fire, and what an evil 
destination." Ibn ' Abbas then recited, 



(On each these as well as those We bestow from the bounties of your Lord. And the bounties of 
your Lord can never be forbidden) (17:20). 

This was recorded by Ibn Marduwyah, who also recorded similar statements from ' Ikrimah and 
Mujahid. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah will never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in this 
world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) (10:69-70), 



(And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you (0 Muhammad ). To Us is their return, 
and We shall inform them what they have done. Verily, Allah is the Knower of what is in the 
breasts (of men). We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to 
(enter) a great torment.) (31:23-24) and, 



(And were it not that mankind would have become of one community (all disbelievers desiring 
worldly life only), We would have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most Gracious 
(Allah), silver roof s for their houses, and elevators whereby they ascend. And for their houses, 
doors (of silver), and thrones (of silver) on which they could recline. And adornments of gold. 
Yet all this would have been nothing but an enjoyment of this world. And the Hereafter with 
your Lord is (only) for the Muttaqin (the pious).) (43:33-35). Allah said next, 



(Then I shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!) 
meaning, "After the delight that the disbeliever enjoyed in this life, I will make his destination 
torment in the Fire, and what an evil destination." This Ayah indicates that Allah gives the 
disbelievers respite and then seizes them in a manner compatible to His greatness and ability. 
This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then (in the end) I 
seized it (with punishment). And to Me is the (final) return (of all)) (22:48). 

Also, the Two Sahihs recorded, 



» 

« 

(No one is more patient than Allah when hearing abuse. They attribute a son to Him, while He 
grants them sustenance and health.) 

The Sahih also recorded, 

« » 

(Allah gives respite to the unjust person, until when He seizes him; He never lets go of him.) 
He then recited Allah's statement, 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He punishes the (population of) towns while they 
are doing wrong. Verily, Hispunishment ispainful (and) severe). (11:102) 

Building the Ka' bah and asking Allah to accept This Deed 

Allah said, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Ismail (Ishmael) were raising the 
foundations of the House (the Ka' bah at Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) 
from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the Knower. Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You 



and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our Manasik and accept our 
repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.") 

Allah said, "O Muhammad! Remind your people when Ibrahim and Isma' il built the House and 
raised its foundations while saying, 



(Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the Knower.") 
Al-Qurtubi mentioned that Ubayy and Ibn Mas' ud used to recite the Ayah this way, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim and (his son) Isma" il were raising the foundations of the House 
(the Ka' bah at Makkah), Saying, "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the 
Hearer, the Knower.") 

What further testifies to this statement (which adds 'saying' to the Ayah) by Ubayy and Ibn 
Mas' ud, is what came afterwards, 



(Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You). 

The Prophets Ibrahim and Ism a' il were performing a good deed, yet they asked Allah to accept 
this good deed from them. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Wuhayb bin Al-Ward recited, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim and (his son) Isma'il were raising the foundations of the House 
(the Ka' bah at Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us") and cried and said, 
"0 Khalil of Ar-Rahman! You raise the foundations of the House of Ar-Rahman (Allah), yet you 



are afraid that He will not accept it from you" This is the behavior of the sincere believers, 
whom Allah described in Misstatement, 



(And those who give that which they give) (23:60) meaning, they give away voluntary charity, 
and perform the acts of worship yet, 



(with their hearts full of fear) (23: 60) afraid that these good deeds might not be accepted of 
them. There is an authentic Hadith narrated by * Aishah on this subject, which we will mention 
later, Allah willing. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Prophet Ibrahim took Isma'il and his mother and 
went away with them until he reached the area of the House, where he left them next to a 
tree above Zamzam in the upper area of the Masjid. During that time, Isma' il's mother was still 
nursing him. Makkah was then uninhabited, and there was no water source in it. Ibrahim left 
them there with a bag containing some dates and a water-skin containing water. Ibrahim then 
started to leave, and Isma'il's mother followed him and said, '0 Ibrahim! To whom are you 
leaving us in this barren valley that is not inhabited' She repeated the question several times 
and Ibrahim did not reply. She asked, ' Has Allah commanded you to do this' He said, ' Yes.' She 
said, 'I am satisfied that Allah will never abandon us.' Ibrahim left, and when he was far 
enough away where they could not see him, close to Thaniyyah, he faced the House, raised his 
hands and supplicated, 



(Oour Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in an uncultivable valley by Your Sacred 
House (the Ka bah at Makkah)) until, 



(Give thanks) (14:37). Isma' il's mother then returned to her place, started drinking water from 
the water-skin and nursing Isma' il. When the water was used up, she and her son became 
thirsty. She looked at him, and he was suffering from thirst; she left, because she disliked 
seeing his face in that condition. She found the nearest mountian to where she was, As-Safa, 
ascended it and looked, in vain, hoping to see somebody. When she came down to the valley, 
she raised her garment and ran, just as a tired person runs, until she reached the Al-Marwah 
mountain. In vain, she looked to see if there was someone there. She ran to and fro (between 
the two mountains) seven times." Ibn " Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, "This is why 
the people make the trip between As-Safa and Al-Marwah (during Hajj and Urmrah)." 



"When she reached Al-Marwah, she heard a voice and said, ' Shush,' to herself. She tried to hear 
the voice again and when she did, she said, ' I have heard you. Do you have relief She found 
the angel digging with his heel (or his wing) where Zamzam now exists, and the water gushed 
out. Isma' il's mother was astonished and started digging, using her hand to transfer water to 
the water-skin." Ibn 'Abbas said that the Prophet then said, "May Allah grant His mercy to the 
mother of I sm a" i I , had she left the water, (flow naturally without her intervention), it would 
have been flowing on the surface of the earth." 

"Isma' il's mother started drinking the water and her milk increased for her child. The angel 
(Gabriel) said to her, ' Do not fear abandonment. There shall be a House for Allah built here by 
this boy and his father. Allah does not abandon His people.' During that time, the area of the 
House was raised above ground level and the floods used to reach its right and left sides. 

Afterwards some people of the tribe of Jurhum, passing through Kada', made camp at the 
bottom of the valley. They saw some birds, they were astonished, and said, ' Birds can only be 
found at a place where there is water. We did not notice before that this valley had water.' 
They sent a scout or two who searched the area, found the water, and returned to inform them 
about it. Then they all went to Isma' il's mother, next to the water, and said, '0 Mother of 
Ismail! Will you allow us to be with you (or dwell with you)' She said, 'Yes. But you will have 
no exclusive right to the water here.' They said, ' We agree."' Ibn ' Abbas said that the Prophet 
said, "At that time, Isma' il's mother liked to have human company." 

"And thus they stayed there and sent for their relatives to join them. Later on, her boy reached 
the age of puberty and married a lady from them, for Ism a' il learned Arabic from them, and 
they liked the way he was raised. Isma' il's mother died after that. 

Then an idea occurred to Abraham to visit his dependents. So he left (to Makkah). When he 
arrived, he did not find Isma' il, so he asked his wife about him. She said, ' He has gone out 
hunting.' When he asked her about their living conditions, she complained to him that they live 
in misery and poverty. Abraham said (to her), 'When your husband comes, convey my greeting 
and tell him to change the threshold of his gate.' When Ism a* il came, he sensed that they had a 
visitor and asked his wife, ' Did we have a visitor' She said, 'Yes. An old man came to visit us 
and asked me about you, and I told him where you were. He also asked about our condition, 
and I told him that we live in hardship and poverty.' Isma'il said, 'Did he ask you to do 
anything' She said, 'Yes. He asked me to convey his greeting and that you should change the 
threshold of your gate.' Isma' il said to her, ' He was my father and you are the threshold, so go 
to your family (i.e. you are divorced).' So he divorced her and married another woman. Again 
Ibrahim thought of visiting his dependents whom he had left (at Makkah). Ibrahim came to 
Isma' il's house, but did not find Isma'il and asked his wife, 'Where is Isma'il' Isma' il's wife 
replied, ' He has gone out hunting.' He asked her about their condition, and she said that they 
have a good life and praised Allah. Ibrahim asked, 'What is your food and what is your drink' 
She replied, ' Our food is meat and our drink is water.' He said, ' O Allah! Bless their meat and 
their drink.'" The Prophet (Muhammad ) said, "They did not have crops then, otherwise Ibrahim 
would have invoked Allah to bless that too. Those who do not live in Makkah cannot bear eating 
a diet only containing meat and water." 

"Ibrahim said, 'When Isma' il comes back, convey my greeting to him and ask him to keep the 
threshold of his gate.' When Isma' il came back, he asked, ' Has anyone visited us.' She said, 
'Yes. A good looking old man,' and she praised Ibrahim, 'And he asked me about our livelihood 
and I told him that we live in good conditions.' He asked, 'Did he ask you to convey any 
message' She said, 'Yes. He conveyed his greeting to you and said that you should keep the 
threshold of your gate.' Isma'il said, 'That was my father, and you are the threshold; he 
commanded me to keep you.' 



Ibrahim then came back visiting and found Ismail behind the Zamzam well, next to a tree, 
mending his arrows. When he saw Ibrahim, he stood up and they greeted each other, just as 
the father and son greet each other. Ibrahim said, ' Isma' il, Your Lord has ordered me to do 
something.' He said, " Obey your Lord.' He asked Isma' il, ' Will you help me' He said, ' Yes, I will 
help you.' Ibrahim said, 'Allah has commanded me to build a house for Him there, ' and he 
pointed to an area that was above ground level. So, both of them rose and started to raise the 
foundations of the House. Abraham started building (the Ka' bah), while Isma'il continued 
handing him the stones. Both of them were saying, " our Lord ! Accept (this service) from us, 
Verily, You are the Hearing, the Knowing.' (2.127).'" Hence, they were building the House, part 
by part, going around it and saying, 



(Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the Knower.) 



The Story of rebuilding the House by Quraysh before the Messenger 

of Allah was sent as Prophet 

In hisSrah, Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said, "When the Messenger of Allah reached thirty- 
five years of age, the Quraysh gathered to rebuild the Ka' bah, this included covering it with a 
roof. However, they were weary of demolishing it. During that time, the Kabbah was barely 
above a man's shoulder, so they wanted to raise its height and build a ceiling on top. Some 
people had stolen the Ka' bah's treasure beforehand, which used to be in a well in the middle 
of the Ka' bah. The treasure was later found with a man called, Duwayk, a freed servant of 
Bani Mulayh bin ' Amr, from the tribe of Khuza' ah. The Quraysh cut off his hand as punishment. 
Some people claimed that those who actually stole the treasure left it with Duwayk. 
Afterwards, the sea brought a ship that belonged to a Roman merchant to the shores of 
Jeddah, where it washed-up. So they collected the ship's wood to use it for the Kabbah's 
ceiling; a Coptic carpenter in Makkah prepared what they needed for the job. When they 
decided to begin the demolition process to rebuild the House, Abu Wahb bin 'Amr bin ' Aidh 
bin ' Abd bin ' Imran bin Makhzum took a stone from the Ka' bah; the stone slipped from his 
hand and went back to where it had been. He said, '0 people of Quraysh! Do not spend on 
rebuilding the House, except from what was earned from pure sources. No money earned from 
a prostitute, usury or injustice should be included.'" Ibn Ishaq commented here that the people 
also attribute these words to Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah bin * Abdullah bin ' Amr bin Makhzum. 

Ibn Ishaq continued, "The Quraysh began to organize their efforts to rebuild the Ka'bah, each 
subtribe taking the responsibility of rebuilding a designated part of it. 

However, they were still weary about bringing down the Ka' bah. Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah said, 
" I will start to bring it down.' He held an ax and stood by the Ka' bah and said, ' Allah! No 
harm is meant. Allah! We only seek to do a good service.' He then started to chop the House's 
stones. The people waited that night and said, " We will wait and see. If something strikes him, 
we will not bring it down and instead rebuid it the way it was. If nothing happens to him, then 
Allah will have agreed to what we are doing.' The next morning, Al-Walid went to work on the 
Ka' bah, and the people started bringing the Ka' bah down with him. When they reached the 
foundations that Ibrahim built, they uncovered green stones that were above each other, just 
like a pile of spears." Ibn Ishaq then said that some people told him, "A man from Quraysh, who 
was helping rebuild the Ka'bah, placed the shovel between two of these stones to pull them 



up; when one of the stones was moved, all of Makkah shook, so they did not dig up these 
stones." 

The Dispute regarding Who should place the Black Stone in Its Place 

Ibn Ishaq said, "The tribes of Quraysh collected stones to rebuild the House, each tribe 
collecting on their own. They started rebuilding it, until the rebuilding of the Ka' bah reached 
the point where the Black Stone was to be placed in its designated site. A dispute erupted 
between the various tribes of Quraysh, each seeking the honor of placing the Black Stone for 
their own tribe. The dispute almost led to violence between the leaders of Quraysh in the area 
of the Sacred House. Banu ' Abd Ad-Dar and Banu ' Adi bin Ka' b bin Lu'ay, gave their mutual 
pledge to fight until death. However, five or four days later, Abu Umayyah bin Al-Mughirah bin 
' Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Makhzum, the oldest man from Quraysh then intervened at the right 
moment. Abu Umayyah suggested that Quraysh should appoint the first man to enter the House 
from its entrance to be a mediator between them. They agreed. 

The Messenger - Muhammad - was the first person to enter the House. When the various leaders 
of Quraysh realized who the first one was, they all proclaimed, 'This is Al-Amin (the Honest 
one). We all accept him; This is Muhammad.' When the Prophet reached the area where the 
leaders were gathering and they informed him about their dispute, he asked them to bring a 
garment and place it on the ground. He placed the Black Stone on it. He then requested that 
each of the leaders of Quraysh hold the garment from one side and all participate in lifting the 
Black Stone, moving it to its designated area. Next, the Prophet carried the Black Stone by 
himself and placed it in its designated position and built around it. The Quraysh used to call 
the Messenger of Allah ' Al-Amin' even before the revelation came to him." 



Ibn Az-Zubayr rebuilds Al-Ka bah the way the Prophet wished 

Ibn Ishaq said, "During the time of the Prophet , the Ka' bah was eighteen cubits high and was 
covered with Egyptian linen, and they with a striped garment. Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf was the first 
person to cover it with silk." The Ka' bah remained the same way the Quraysh rebuilt it, until it 
was burned during the reign of ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr, after the year 60 H, at the end of the 
reign of Yaz Od bin Mu' awiyah. During that time, Ibn Az-Zubayr was besieged at Makkah. When 
it was burned, Ibn Az-Zubayr brought the Ka' bah down and built it upon the foundations of 
Ibrahim, including the Hijr in it. He also made an eastern door and a western door in the 
Ka' bah and placed them on ground level. He had heard his aunt ' Aishah, the Mother of the 
believers, narrate that the Messenger of Allah had wished that. The Ka' bah remained like this 
throughout his reign, until Al-Hajjaj killed Ibn Az-Zubayr and then rebuilt it the way it was 
before, by the order of ' Abdul-Malik bin Marwan. 

Muslim recorded that ' Ata' said, "The House was burnt during the reign of Yazid bin Mu' awiyah, 
when the people of Ash-Sham raided Makkah. Ibn Az-Zubayr did not touch the House until the 
people came for Hajj, for he wanted to incite them against the people of Ash-Sham. He said to 
them, 'O people! Advise me regarding the Ka' bah, should we bring it down and rebuild it, or 
just repair the damage it sustained' Ibn 'Abbas said, ' I have an opinion about this. You should 
rebuild the House the way it was when the people became Muslims. You should leave the 
stones that existed when the people became Muslims and when the Prophet was sent. ' Ibn Az- 
Zubayr said, ' If the house of one of them gets burned, he will not be satisfied, until he rebuilds 
it. How about Allah's House I will invoke my Lord for three days and will then implement what I 
decide.' When the three days had passed, he decided to bring the Ka' bah down. The people 
hesitated to bring it down, fearing that the first person to climb on the House would be struck 



down. A man went on top of the House and threw some stones down, and when the people saw 
that no harm touched him, they started doing the same. They brought the House down to 
ground level. Ibn Az-Zubayr surrounded the site with curtains hanging from pillars, so that the 
House would be covered, until the building was erect. Ibn Az-Zubayr then said, 'I heard 
' A'ishah say that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(If it was not for the fact that the people have recently abandoned disbelief, and that I do not 
have enough money to spend on it, I would have included in the House five cubits from Al-Hijr 
and would have made a door for it that people could enter from, and another door that they 
could exit from.) 

Ibn Az-Zubayr said, * I can spend on this job, and I do not fear the people.' 3d he added five 
cubits from the Hijr, which looked like a rear part for the House that people could clearly see. 
He then built the House and made it eighteen cubits high. He thought that the House was still 
short and added ten cubits in the front and built two doors in it, one as an entrance and 
another as an exit. 

When Ibn Az-Zubayr was killed, Al-Hajjaj wrote to 'Abdul-Malik bin Marwan asking him about 
the House and told him that Ibn Az-Zubayr made a rear section for the House. 'Abdul-Malik 
wrote back, ' We do not agree with Ibn Az-Zubayr's actions. As, for the Ka' bah's height, leave it 
as it is. As for what he added from the Hijr, bring it down, and build the House as it was before 
and close the door.' Therefore, Al-Hajjaj brought down the House and rebuilt it as it was." In 
his Sunan, An-Nasa'i collected the Hadith of the Prophet narrated from 'A'ishah, not the whole 
story, 

The correct Sunnah conformed to Ibn Az-Zubayr's actions, because this was what the Prophet 
wished he could do, but feared that the hearts of the people who recently became Muslim 
could not bear rebuilding the House. This Sunnah was not clear to 'Abdul-Malik bin Marwan. 
Hence, when 'Abdul-Malik realized that 'A'ishah had narrated the Hadith of the Messenger of 
Allah on this subject, he said, "I wish we had left it as Ibn Az-Zubayr had made it." Muslim 
recorded that ' Ubadydullah bin ' Ubayd said that Al-Harith bin ' Abdullah came to ' Abdul-Malik 
bin Marwan during his reign. 'Abdul-Malik said, 'I did not think that Abu Khubayb (Ibn Az- 
Zubayr) heard from 'A'ishah what he said he heard from her.' Al-Harith said, 'Yes he did. I 
heard the Hadith from her.' ' Abdul-Malik said, ' You heard her say what' He said, ' She said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Your people rebuilt the House smaller. Had it not been for the fact that your people are not 
far from the time of Shirk, I would add what was left outside of it. If your people afterwards 
think about rebuilding it, let me show you what they left out of it.) He showed her around 
seven cubits.' 

One of the narrators of the Hadith, Al-Walid bin ' Ata', added that the Prophet said, 

: » 



« 



» 



« 

(I would have made two doors for the House on ground level, one eastern and one western. Do 
you know why your people raised its door above ground level) She said, ' No.' He said, (To allow 
only those whom they wanted to enter it. When a man whom they did not wish to enter the 
House climbed to the level of the door, they would push him down) 

x Abdul-Malik then said, ' You heard ' A'ishah say this Hadith' He said, 'Yes.' ' Abdul-Malik said, 
I wish I left it as it was." 



An Ethiopian will destroy the Ka' bah just before the Last Hour 



The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The Ka' bah will be destroyed by Dhus-Sawiqatayn (literally, a person with two lean legs) from 
Ethiopia.) 

Also, Ibn ' Abbas said that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(As if I see him now: a black person with thin legs plucking the stones of the Ka' bah one after 
another.) Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded in his Musnad that 'Abdullah bin " Amr bin Al-' As said that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 

(Dhus-Sawiqatayn from Bhiopiawill destroy the Ka' bah and will loot its adornments and cover. 
It is as if I see him now: bald, with thin legs striking the Ka' bah with his ax.) 

This will occur after the appearance of Gog and Magog people. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Sa' id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(There will be Hajj and x Umrah to the House after the appearance of Gog and Magog people.) 

Al-Khalil's Supplication 

Allah said that Ibrahim and Isma' il supplicated to Him, 



(Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, 
and show us our Manasik, and accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts 
repentance, the Most Merciful.) 

Ibn Jarir said, "They meant by their supplication, 'Make us submit to Your command and 
obedience and not associate anyone with You in obedience or worship. "Also, ' Ikrimah 
commented on the Ayah, 



(Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You) 
"Allah said, ' I shall do that.'" 



(And of our offspring a nation submissive unto You) 

Allah said, " I shall do that.'" 

This supplication by Ibrahim and Ismail is similar to what Allah informed us of about His 
believing servants, 



(And those who say: x Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring the comfort of 
our eyes, and make us leaders of the Muttaqin) (25:74). 

This type of supplication is allowed, because loving to have offspring who worship Allah alone 
without partners is a sign of complete love of Allah. This is why when Allah said to Ibrahim, 



(Verily, I am going to make you an Imam (a leader) for mankind (to follow you)) Ibrahim said, 



("And of my offspring (to make leaders)." (Allah) said, "My covenant (prophethood) includes not 
the Zalimin (polytheistsand wrongdoers)") which is explained by, 



(And keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols) 

Muslim narrated in hisSahih that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(When the son of Adam dies, his deeds end except for three deeds: an ongoing charity, a 
knowledge that is being benefited from and a righteous son who supplicates (to Allah) for him.) 

The Meaning of Manasik 

Sa' id bin Mansur said that ' Attab bin Bashir informed us from Khasif, from Mujahid who said, 
"The Prophet Ibrahim supplicated, 



(and show us our Manasik) Jibril then came down, took him to the House and said, " Raise its 
foundations.' Ibrahim raised the House's foundations and completed the building. Jibril held 
Ibrahim's hand, led him to As-Safa and said, ' This is among the rituals of Allah.' He then took 
him to Al-Marwah and said, ' And this is among the rituals of Allah.' He then took him to Mina 
until when they reached the ' Aqabah, they found Iblis standing next to a tree. Jibril said, ' Say 
Takbir (Allah is the Great) and throw (pebbles) at him.' Ibrahim said the Takbir and threw 
(pebbles at) Iblis. Iblis moved to the middle Jamrah, and when Jibril and Ibrahim passed by 
him, Jibril said to Ibrahim, 'Say Takbir and throw at him.' Ibrahim threw at him and said 
Takbir. The devious Iblis sought to add some evil acts to the rituals of Hajj , but he was unable 
to succeed. Jibril took Ibrahim's hand and led him to Al-Masrf ar Al-Haram and ' Arafat and said 
to him, 'Have you 'Arafta (known, learned) what I showed you' thrice. Ibrahim said, 'Yes I 
did."' Similar statements were reported from Abu Mijlaz and Qatadah. a 



(129. "Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall recite unto them Your 
verses and instruct them in the Book (this Qur'an), and purify them. Verily, You are the Mighty, 
the Wise.") 

Ibrahim's Supplication that Allah sends the Prophet 

Allah mentioned Ibrahim's supplication for the benefit of the people of the Sacred Area (to 
grant them security and provision), and it was perfected by invoking Allah to send a Messenger 
from his offspring. This accepted supplication, from Ibrahim, conformed with Allah's appointed 
destiny that Muhammad be sent as a Messenger among the Ummiyyin and to all non-Arabs, 
among the Jinns and mankind. 

Hence, Ibrahim was the first person to mention the Prophet to the people. Ever since, 
Muhammad was known to the people, until the last Prophet was sent among the Children of 
Israel, Jesus the son of Mary, who mentioned Muhammad by name. Jesus addressed the 
Children of Israel saying, 



(I am the Messenger of Allah unto you, confirming what is before me in the Tawrah, and giving 
glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad) (61:6) 

This is why the Prophet said , 



« » 

(The supplication of my father Ibrahim and the glad tidings brought forth by Jesus the son of 
Mary.) 

The Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(My mother saw a light that went out of her and radiated the palaces of Ash-Sham.) 

It was said that the Prophet's mother saw this vision when she was pregnant with, narrated this 
vision to her people, and the story became popular among them. The light mentioned in the 
Hadith appeared in Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), testifying to what will later occur when the 
Prophet's religion will be firmly established in Ash-Sham area. This is why by the end of time, 
Ash-Sham will be a refuge for Islam and its people. Also, Jesus the son of Mary will descend in 
Ash-Sham, next to the eastern white minaret in Damascus. The Two Sahihs stated, 



» 



« 



« » 

(There will always be a group of my Ummah who will be on the truth, undeterred by those who 
fail or oppose them, until the command of Allah comes while they are on this.) 

Al-Bukhari added in his Sahih, (And they will reside in Ash-Sham.) 

The Meaning of Al-Kitab wal-Hikmah 

Allah said, 



(and instruct them in the Book) meaning, Al-Qur'an, 



(and Al-Hikmah) meaning, the Sunnah, as Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Abu Maiik 
asserted. It was also said that 'Al-Hikmah', means 'comprehension in the religion', and both 
meanings are correct. " AM bin Abi Talhah said, that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(and purify them) means, "With the obedience of Allah. 



(Verily, You are the Mighty, the Wise). 

This Ayah stated that Allah is able to do anything, and nothing escapes His ability. He is Wise in 
His decisions, His actions, and He puts everything in its rightful place due to His perfect 
knowledge, wisdom and justice. 



(130. And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) except him 
who fools himself Truly, We chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be 
among the righteous). (131. When his Lord said to him, "Submit (i.e. be a Muslim)!" He said, "I 
have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of the ' Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that 
exists).") (132. And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon 
his sons and by Ya* qub (Jacob) (saying), "0 my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) 
religion, then die not except as Muslims.") 

Only the Fools deviate from Ibrahim's Religion 

Allah refuted the disbelievers' innovations of associating others with Allah in defiance of the 
religion of Ibrahim, the leader of the upright. Ibrahim always singled out Allah in worship, with 
sincerity, and he did not call upon others besides Allah. He did not commit Shirk, even for an 



instant. He disowned every other deity that was being worshipped instead of Allah and defied 
all his people in this regard. Prophet Ibrahim said, 



(0 my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners (in worship with Allah). 
Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has created the heavens and the earth Hanifa 
(Islamic Monotheism), and I am not of Al-Mushrikin.) (6:78-79). Also, Allah said, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father and his people: "Verily, I am innocent of what 
you worship. "Except Him (i.e. I worship none but Allah alone) Who did create me; and verily, 
He will guide me") (43:26-27), 



(And Ibrahim's invoking (of Allah) for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he 
(Ibrahim) had made to him (his father). But when it became clear to him (Ibrahim) that he (his 
father) was an enemy of Allah, he dissociated himself from him. Verily, Ibrahim was Aw w ah 
(one who invokes Allah with humility, glorifies Him and remembers Him much) and was 
forbearing) (9:114), and, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah (a leader having all the good qualities, or a nation), obedient to 
Allah, Hanif (i.e. to worship none but Allah), and he was not one of those who were Al- 
Mushrikin. (He was) thankful for His (Allah's) favors. He (Allah) chose him (as an intimate 
friend) and guided him to a straight path. And We gave him good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter he shall be of the righteous.) (16:120-122). 

This is why Allah said here, 



(And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim), meaning, abandons his path, way and 
method 



(except him who fools himself) meaning, who commits injustice against himself by deviating 
from the truth, to wickedness. Such a person will be defying the path of he who was chosen in 
this life to be a true Imam, from the time he was young, until Allah chose him to be His Kha.NI , 
and who shall be among the successful in the Last Life. Is there anything more insane than 
deviating from this path and following the path of misguidance and deviation instead Is there 
more injustice than this Allah said, 



(Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed) (31:13). 

Abu AI-' Aliyah and Qatadah said, "This Ayah (2:130) was revealed about the Jews who invented 
a practice that did not come from Allah and that defied the religion of Ibrahim." Allah's 
statement, 



(Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim Hanifa (to worship none 
but Allah alone) and he was not of Al-Mushrikin. Verily, among mankind who have the best 
claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and this Prophet (Muhammad ) and those who 
have believed (Muslims). And Allah is the Wali (Protector and Helper) of the believers.) (3:67- 
68), testifies to thisfact. 

Allah said next, 



(When his Lord said to him, "Submit (i. e. be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a 
Muslim) to the Lord of the ' Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).") 

This Ayah indicates that Allah commanded Ibrahim to be sincere with Him and to abide and 
submit to Him; Ibrahim perfectly adhered to Allah's command. Allah's statement, 



(And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim upon his sons and by Ya' qub) 
means, Ibrahim commanded his offspring to follow this religion, that is, Islam, for Allah. Or, 
the Ayah might be referring to Ibrahim's words, 



(I have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that 
exists)). 

This means that these Prophets loved these words so much that they preserved them until the 
time of death and advised their children to adhere to them after them. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And he (Ibrahim) made it i.e. La ilaha illallah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah 
alone) a Word lasting among his offspring, (true Monotheism)) (43:28). 

It might be that Ibrahim advised his children, including Jacob, Isaac's son, who were present. It 
appears, and Allah knows best, that Isaac was endowed with Jacob, during the lifetime of 
Ibrahim and Sarah, for the good news includes both of them in Allah's statement, 



(But We gave her (Sarah) glad tidings of Ishaq (Isaac), and after Ishaq, of Ya' qub (Jacob)) 
(11:71). 

Also, if Jacob was not alive then, there would be no use here in mentioning him specifically 
among Isaac's children. Also, Allah said in Surat AI-' Ankabut, 



(And We bestowed on him (Ibrahim), Ishaq and Ya' qub, and We ordained among his offspring 
prophet hood and the Book.) (29:27), and, 



(And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and (a grandson) Ya'qub) (21:72), thus, indicating that this 
occurred during Ibrahim's lifetime. Also, Jacob built Bayt Al-Maqdis, as earlier books testified. 
The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Dharr said, "I said, ' Messenger of Allah! Which Masjid was 
built first' He said, (Al-Masjid Al-Haram (Al-Ka bah).) I said, * Then' He said, (Bayt Al- Maqdis.) I 
said, ' How many years later' He said, (Forty years. )" Further, the advice that Jacob gave to his 
children, which we will soon mention, testifies that Jacob was among those who received the 
advice mentioned in Ayat above (2:130-132). 

Adhering to Tawhid until Death 

Allah said, 



((Saying), "O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except as 
Muslims.") meaning, perform righteous deeds during your lifetime and remain on this path, so 
that Allah will endow you with the favor of dying upon it. Usually, one dies upon the path that 



he lived on and is resurrected according to what he died on. Allah, the Most Generous, helps 
those who seek to do good deedsto remain on the righteous path. 

This by no means contradicts the authentic Hadith that says, 

» 



« 



(Man might perform the works of the people of Paradise until only a span of outstretched arms 
or a cubit separates him from it, then the Book (destiny) takes precedence, and he performs 
the works of the people of the Fire and thus enters it. Also, man might perform the works of 
the people of the Fire until only a span of outstretched arms or a cubit separates him from the 
Fire, but the Book takes precedence and he performs the works of the people of Paradise and 
thus enters it.) Allah said, (92:5-10), 



(As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah and fears Him. And believes in Al- 
Husna. We will make smooth for him the path of ease (goodness). But he who is a greedy miser 
and thinks himself self-sufficient. And belies Al-Husna (none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah). We will make smooth for him the path for evil), 



n(1 33, Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya' qub (Jacob) When he said unto his 
sons, "What will you worship after me" They said, "We shall worship your Allah (God Allah) the 
llah of your fathers, Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), One llah, and to Him 
we submit (in Islam))." (134. That was a nation who has passed away. They shall receive the 
reward of what they earned and you of what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they 
used to do.) 

Ya' qub'sWill and Testament to His Children upon His Death 

This Ayah contains Allah's criticism of the Arab pagans among the offspring of Isma' il as well as 
the disbelievers among the Children of Israel Jacob the son of Isaac, the son of Ibrahim. When 
death came to Jacob, he advised his children to worship Allah alone without partners. He said 
to them, 



("What will you worship after me" They said, "We shall worship your llah (God Allah) the llah 
of your fathers, Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishaq,") 

Mentioning Isma' il here is a figure of speech, because Isma' il is Jacob's uncle. An-Nahas said 
that the Arabs call the uncle a father, as Al-Qurtubi mentioned). 

This Ayah is used as evidence that the grandfather is called a father and inherits, rather than 
the brothers (i.e. when his son dies), as Abu Bakr asserted, according to Al-Bukhari who 
narrated Abu Bakr's statement from Ibn " Abbas and Ibn Az-Zubayr. Al-Bukhari then commented 
that there are no opposing opinions regarding this subject. This is also the opinion of ' Aishah 
the Mother of the believers, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Tawus and * Ata', Malik, Ash-Shaf i and Ahmad 
said that the inheritance is divided between the grandfather and the brothers. It was reported 
that this was also the opinion of ' Umar, 'Uthman, 'AM, bin Mas' ud, Zayd bin Thabit and 
several scholars among the Salaf and later generations. 

The statement, 



(One II ah (God)) means, "We single Him out in divinity and do not associate anything or anyone 
with Him." 



(And to Him we submit), in obedience meaning, obedient and submissiveness. Similarly, Allah 
said, 



(While to Him submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly. 
And to Him shall they all be returned) (3:83). 

Indeed, Islam is the religion of all the Prophets, even if their rei spective laws differed. Allah 
said, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you (0 Muhammad ) but We revealed to him 
(saying): La ilaha ilia Ana none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allah) , so worship Me 
(alone and none else)) (21:25). 

There are many other Ayat - and Hadiths - on this subject. For instance, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(We, the Prophets, are brothers with different mothers, but the same religion.) 
Allah said, 



(That was a nation who has passed away) meaning, existed before your time, 



(They shall receive the reward of what they earned and you of what you earn). 

This Ayah proclaims, Your relationship to the Prophets or righteous people among your 
ancestors will not benefit you, unless you perform good deeds that bring about you religious 
benefit. They have their deeds and you have yours, 



(And you will not be asked of what they used to do)." 
This is why a Hadith proclaims, 

« » 

(Whoever was slowed on account of his deeds will not get any faster on account of his family 
lineage.)' 



(135. And they say, "Be Jews or Christians, then you will be guided." Say (to them Muhammad 
), "Nay, (we follow) only the religion of Ibrahim, Hanif (Islamic Monotheism), and he was not of 
Al-Mushrikin (those who worshipped others along with Allah. ) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that 'Abdullah bin Suriya Al-A' war said to 
the Messenger of Allah, "The guidance is only what we (Jews) follow. Therefore, follow us, 
Muhammad, and you will be rightly guided." Also, the Christians said similarly, so Allah 
revealed, 



(And they say, "Be Jews or Christians, then you will be guided.") Allah's statement, 



(Say (to them O Muhammad ), "Nay, (we follow) only the religion of Ibrahim, Hanif) means, "We 
do not need the Judaism or Christianity that you call usto, rather, 



((we follow) only the religion of Ibrahim, Hanif) meaning, on the straight path, as Muhammad 
bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi and ' Isa bin Jariyah stated. Also, Abu Qilabah said, "The Hanif is what the 
Messengers, from beginning to end, believed in." 



(136. Say (0 Muslims): "We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and that 
which has been sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya' qub 
(Jacob), and to Al-Asbat (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub), and that which has been 
given to Musa (Moses) and ' Isa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets from 
their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him we have submitted (in 
Islam).") 

The Muslim believes in all that Allah ' revealed and all the Prophets 

Allah directed His believing servants to believe in what He sent down to them through His 
Messenger Muhammad and in what was revealed to the previous Prophets in general. Some 
Prophets Allah mentioned by name, while He did not mention the names of many others. Allah 
directed the believers to refrain from differentiating between the Prophets and to believe in 
them all. They should avoid imitating whomever Allah described as, 



(And wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers (by believing in Allah and 
disbelieving in His Messengers) saying, "We believe in some but reject others," and wish to 
adopt a way in between. They are in truth disbelievers) (4:150-151). 



Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu Hurayrah said, "The People of the Book used to read the Torah in 
Hebrew and translate it into Arabic for the Muslims. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do not believe the People of the Book, nor reject what they say. Rather, say, 'We believe in 
Allah and in what was sent down to us.)" 

Also, Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Mostly, the Messenger 
of Allah used to recite, 



(We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us) (2: 136), and, 



(We believe in Allah, and bear witness that we are Muslims (i.e. we submit to Allah)) (3:52) 
during the two (voluntary) Rak' at before Fajr." 

Abu AI-' Aliyah, Ar-Rabr and Qatadah said, "Al-Asbat are the twelve sons of Jacob, and each 
one of them had an Ummah of people from his descendants. This is why they were called Al- 
Asbat." Al-Khalil bin Ahmad and others said, "Al-Asbat among the Children of Israel are just like 
the tribes among the Children of Isma' il." This means that the Asbat are the various tribes of 
the Children of Israel, among whom Allah sent several Prophets. Moses said to the Children of 
Israel, 



(Remember the favor of Allah to you: when He made Prophets among you, made you kings) 
(5:20). Also, Allah said, 



(And We divided them into twelve tribes) (7:160). 

Al-Qurtubi said, "Sbt isthe group of people or a tribe all belonging to the same ancestors. 



Qatadah said, "Allah commanded the believers to believe in Him and in all His Books and 
Messengers. " Also, Sulayman bin Habib said, "We were commanded to believe in the (original) 
Torah and Injil, but not to implement them." 



(137. So if they believe in the like of that which you believe then they are rightly guided; but if 
they turn away, then they are only in opposition. So Allah will suffice for you against them. And 
He isthe Hearer, the Knower.) (138. Our Sbghah (religion) is the Sbghah of Allah (Islam) and 
which Sbghah can be better than Allah's And we are His worshippers.) 

Allah said, if they, the disbelievers among the People of the Book and other disbelievers, 
believe in all of Allah's Books and Messengers and do not differentiate between any of them, 



(then they are rightly guided) meaning, they would acquire the truth and be directed to it. 



(but if they turn away) from truth to falsehood after proof had been presented to them, 



(then they are only in opposition. So Allah will suffice you against them) meaning, Allah will aid 
the believers against them, 



(And He isthe Hearer, the Knower). Allah said, 



(The Sbghah of Allah). Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "The religion of Allah." 
ThisTafsir was also reported of Mujahid, Abu Al-' Aliyah, " Ikrimah, Ibrahim, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 
Ad-Dahhak, 'Abdullah bin Kathir, 'Atiyah AI-'Awfi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi and other 
scholars. The Ayah, 



(Allah's Fitrah (i.e. Allah's Islamic Monotheism)) (30:30) directs Muslimsto, "Hold to it. 



(139. Say (0 Muhammad to the Jews and Christians), "Dispute you with us about Allah while He 
is our Lord and your Lord And we are to be rewarded for our deeds and you for your deeds. And 
we are sincere to Him (i.e. we worship Him alone and none else, and we obey His orders).") 
(140. Or say you that Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishaq, Ya' qub and Al-Asbat, were Jews or Christians 
Say, "Do you know better or does Allah And who is more unjust than he who conceals the 
testimony he has from Allah And Allah is not unaware of what you do.") (141 . That was a nation 
who has passed away. They shall receive the reward of what they earned, and you of what you 
earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do.) 

Allah directed His Prophet to pre-empt the arguments with the idolators: 



(Say (0 Muhammad to the Jews and Christians), "Dispute you with us about Allah) meaning, "Do 
you dispute with us regarding the Oneness of Allah, obedience and submission to Him and in 
avoiding His prohibitions, 



(while He is our Lord and your Lord) meaning, He has full control over us and you, and deserves 
the worship alone without partners. 



(And we are to be rewarded for our deeds and you for your deeds.) meaning, we disown you 
and what you worship, just as you disown us. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") (10:41), and, 



(So if they dispute with you (Muhammad ) say: "I have submitted myself to Allah (in Islam), and 
(so have) those who follow me") (3:20). Allah said about Ibrahim, 



(His people disputed with him. He said: "Do you dispute with me concerning Allah") (6:80), and, 



(Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord (Allah)) (2:258). He said 
in this honorable Ayah, 



(And we are to be rewarded for our deeds and you for your deeds. And we are sincere to Him.) 
meaning, "We disown you just as you disown us," 



(And we are sincere to Him), in worship and submission. 

Allah then criticized them in the claim that Ibrahim, the Prophets who came after him and the 
Asbat were following their religion, whether Judaism or Christianity. Allah said, 



(Say, "Do you know better or does Allah") meaning, Allah has the best knowledge and He stated 
that they were neither Jews, nor Christians. Similarly, Allah said in the Ayah, 



(Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim Hanifa (to worship none 
but Allah alone) and he was not of Al-Mushrikin) (3:67) and the following Ayat. Allah also said, 



And who is more unjust than he who conceals the testimony he has from AllaOh )2:140(. Al- 
H asan Al-Bas ri said, They used to recite the Book of AllaOh He sent to them that stated that 
the true religion is IslaOm and that Muh ammad is the Messenger of AllaOh. Their Book also 
stated that IbraOhOm, IsmaO 01, Ish aOq, Ya quOb and the tribes were neither Jews, nor 
Christians. They testified to these facts, yet hid them from the people. AllaOh s statement, 



(And Allah is not unaware of what you do), is a threat and a warning that His knowledge 
encompasses every one's deeds, and He shall award each accordingly. Allah then said, 



(That was a nation who has passed away.) meaning, existed before you, 



(They shall receive the reward of what they earned, and you of what you earn.) meaning, they 
bear their deeds while you bear yours, 



(And you will not be asked of what they used to do) meaning, the fact that you are their 
relatives will not suffice, unless you imitate their good deeds. Further, do not be deceived by 
the fact that you are their descendants, unless you imitate them in obeying Allah's orders and 
following His Messengers who were sent as warners and bearers of good news. Indeed, whoever 
disbelieves in even one Prophet, will have disbelieved in all the Messengers, especially if one 
disbelieves in the master and Final Messenger from Allah, the Lord of the worlds, to all 
mankind and the Jinns. May Allah's peace and blessings be on Muhammad and the rest of Allah's 
Prophets. 



(142. The fools (idolators, hypocrites, and Jews) among the people will say: "What has turned 
them (Muslims) from their Qiblah prayer direction (towards Jerusalem) to which they used to 
face in prayer." Say (0 Muhammad ): "To Allah belong both, east and the west. He guides whom 
He wills to the straight way.") (143. Thus We have made you true Muslims real believers of 
Islamic Monotheism, true followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways) , a 
Wasat (just and the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger 
(Muhammad ) be a witness over you. And We made the Qiblah which you used to face, only to 
test those who followed the Messenger (Muhammad ) from those who would turn on their heels 
(i.e., disobey the Messenger). Indeed it was great (heavy, difficult) except for those whom 
Allah guided. And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost (i.e., your prayers 



offered towards Jerusalem). Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful towards 
mankind.) 



Changing the Qiblah Direction of the Prayer 

Imam Al-Bukhari reported that Al-Bara' bin 'Azib narrated: "Allah's Messenger offered his 
prayers facing Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) for sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that 
he could pray facing the Ka bah (at Makkah). The first prayer which he offered (facing the 
Ka' bah) was the " Asr (Afternoon) prayer in the company of some people. Then one of those 
who had offered that prayer with him, went out and passed by some people in a mosque who 
were in the bowing position (in Ruku' ) during their prayers (facing Jerusalem). He addressed 
them saying, 'By Allah, I bear witness that I have offered prayer with the Prophet facing 
Makkah (Ka' bah).' Hearing that, those people immediately changed their direction towards the 
House (Ka' bah) while still as they were (i.e., in the same bowing position). Some Muslims who 
offered prayer towards the previous Qiblah (Jerusalem) before it was changed towards the 
House (the Ka' bah in Makkah) had died or had been martyred, and we did not know what to 
say about them (regarding their prayers towards Jerusalem). Allah then revealed: 



(And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost (i.e., the prayers of those Muslims 
were valid)) (2:143)." 

Al-Bukhari collected this narration, while Muslim collected it using another chain of narrators. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Al-Bara' narrated: Allah's Messenger used to offer prayers 
towards Bayt Al-Maqdis (in Jerusalem), but would keep looking at the sky awaiting Allah's 
command (to change the Qiblah). Then Allah revealed: 



(Verily, We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad's) face towards the heaven. Surely, We 
shall turn you to a Qiblah (prayer direction) that shall please you, so turn your face in the 
direction of Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah).) (2:144) 

A man from among the Muslims then said, "We wish we could know about those among us who 
died before the Qiblah was changed (i.e., towards Makkah) and also about our own prayers, 
that we had performed towards Bayt Al-Maqdis." Allah then revealed: 



(And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost.) (2:143) 

The fools among the people, meaning the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), said, 
"What made them change the former Qiblah that they used to face" Allah then revealed: 



(The fools (idolators, hypocrites, and Jews) among the people will say...) 

until the end of the Ayah. 

Al i bin Abu Talhah related that Ibn " Abbas said: When Allah's Messenger migrated to Al- 
Madinah, Allah commanded him to face Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem). The Jews were delighted 
then. Allah's Messenger faced Jerusalem for over ten months. However, he liked (to offer 
prayer in the direction of) Prophet Ibrahim's Qiblah (the Ka' bah in Makkah) and used to 
supplicate to Allah and kept looking up to the sky (awaiting Allah's command in this regard). 
Allah then revealed: 



(turn your faces (in prayer) in that direction.) meaning, its direction. The Jews did not like this 
change and said, "What made them change the Qiblah that they used to face (meaning 
Jerusalem)" Allah revealed: 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "To Allah belong both, east and the west. He guides whom He wills to the 
straight way.") 

There are several other Ahadith on this subject. In summary, Allah's Messenger was commanded 
to face Bayt Al-Maqdis (during the prayer) and he used to offer prayer towards it in Makkah 
between the two corners (of Ka' bah), so that the Ka* bah would be between him and Bayt Al- 
Maqdis8. When the Prophet migrated to Al-Madinah, this practice was no longer possible; then 
Allah commanded him to offer prayer towards Bayt Al-Maqdis, as Ibn Abbas and the majority of 
the scholars have stated. 

Al-Bukhari reported in his Sahih that the news (of the change of Qiblah) was conveyed to some 
of the Ansar while they were performing the * Asr (Afternoon) prayer towards Bayt Al-Maqdis, 
upon hearing that, they immediately changed their direction and faced the Ka' bah. 

It is reported in the Sahihayn (Al-Bukhari Muslim) that Ibn ' Umar narrated: While the people 
were in Quba' (Mosque) performing the Fajr (Dawn) prayer, a man came and said, "A (part of 
the) Qur'an was revealed tonight to Allah's Messenger and he was commanded to face the 



Ka' bah. Therefore, face the Ka' bah. They were facing Ash-Sham, so they turned towards the 
Ka bah. 

These Hadiths prove that the Nasikh (a Text that abrogates a previous Text) only applies after 
one acquires knowledge of it, even if the Nasikh had already been revealed and announced. 
This is why the Companions mentioned above were not commanded to repeat the previous 
x Asr, Maghrib and ' Isha' prayers (although they had prayed them towards Jerusalem after Allah 
had changed the Qiblah). Allah knows best. 

When the change of Qiblah (to Ka' bah in Makkah) occurred, those inflicted with hypocrisy and 
mistrust, and the disbelieving Jews, both were led astray from the right guidance and fell into 
confusion. They said: 



(What hasturned them (Muslims) from their Qiblah to which they used to face in prayer.) 

They asked, "What is the matter with these people (Muslims) who one time face this direction 
(Jerusalem), and then face that direction (Makkah)" Allah answered their questions when He 
stated: 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "To Allah belong both, east and the west.) meaning, the command, the 
decision and the authority are for Allah Alone. Hence: 



(...so wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there is the Face of Allah (and He is High 
above, over HisThrone).) (2:115), 

and: 



( It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness) that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west (in 
prayers); but Al-Birr is the one who believes in Allah.) (2:177) This statement means, the best 
act is to adhere to Allah's commands. Hence, wherever He commands us to face, we should 
face. Also, since obedience requires implementing Allah's commands, if He commands us every 
day to face different places, we are His servants and under His disposal, and we face whatever 
He orders us to face. Certainly, Allah's care and kindness towards His servant and Messenger, 
Muhammad , and certainly, his Ummah (Muslim nation) is profoundly great. Allah has guided 



them to the Qiblah of (Prophet) Ibrahim -- Allah's Khalil (intimate friend). He has commanded 
them to face the Ka'bah, the most honorable house (of worship) on the face of the earth, 
which was built by Ibrahim Al-Khalil in the Name of Allah, the One without a partner. This is 
why Allah said afterwards: 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "To Allah belong both, east and the west. He guides whom He wills to the 
straight way.") 

Imam Ahmad reported that x A'ishah (the Prophet's wife) said that Allah's Messenger said about 
the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians): 



» 



« : 

(They do not envy us for a matter more than they envy us for Jumu' ah (Friday) to which Allah 
has guided us and from which they were led astray; for the (true) Qiblah to which Allah has 
directed us and from which they were led astray; and for our saying ' Amin' behind the Imam 
(leader of the prayer).) 

The Virtues of Muhammad's Nation 

Allah said: 



(Thus We have made you true Muslims , a Wasat (just) (and the best) nation, that you be 
witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad ) be a witness over you.) 

Allah stated that He has changed our Qiblah to the Qiblah of Ibrahim and chose it for us so that 
He makes us the best nation ever. Hence, we will be the witnesses over the nations on the Day 
of Resurrection, for all of them will then agree concerning our virtue. The word Wasat in the 



Ayah means the best and the most honored. Therefore, saying that (the Prophet's tribe) 
Quraysh is in the Wasat regarding Arab tribes and their areas, means the best. Similarly, saying 
that Allah's Messenger was in the Wasat of his people, means he was from the best subtribe. 
Also, 'Asr, the prayer that is described as'Wusta' (a variation of the word Wasat), means the 
best prayer, as the authentic collections of Ahadith reported. Snce Allah made this Ummah 
(Muslim nation) the Wasat, He has endowed her with the most complete legislation, the best 
Manhaj (way, method, etc.,) and the clearest Madhhab (methodology, mannerism, etc). Allah 
said: 



(He has chosen you (to convey His Message of Islamic Monotheism to mankind), and has not laid 
upon you in religion any hardship: it is the religion of your father Ibrahim. It is He (Allah) Who 
has named you Muslims both before and in this (the Qur'an), that the Messenger (Muhammad ) 
may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind!) (22:78) 



Moreover, Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Sa id narrated: Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(Nuh will be called on the Day of Resurrection and will be asked, 'Have you conveyed (the 
Message)' He will say, 'Yes.' His people will be summoned and asked, ' Has Nuh conveyed (the 
Message) to you' They will say, ' No warner came to us and no one (Prophet) was sent to us.' 
Nuh will be asked, ' Who testifies for you' He will say, * Muhammad and his Ummah.') 

This is why Allah said: 



(Thus We have made you a Wasat nation.) 

The Prophet said; (The Wasat means the' Adl (just). You will be summoned to testify that Nuh 
has conveyed (his Message), and I will attest to your testimony.) 

It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 

Imam Ahmad also reported that Abu Sa id Khudri narrated: Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



(The Prophet would come on the Day of Resurrection with two or more people (his only 
following!), and his people would also be summoned and asked, 'Has he (their Prophet) 
conveyed (the Message) to you' They would say, ' No.' He would be asked, ' Have you conveyed 
(the Message) to your people' He would say, 'Yes.' He would be asked, 'Who testifies for you' 
He would say, 'Muhammad and his Ummah.' Muhammad and his Ummah would then be 
summoned and asked, 'Has he conveyed (the Message) to his people' They would say, 'Yes.' 
They would be asked, ' Who told you that' They would say, ' Our Prophet (Muhammad) came to 
us and told usthat the Messengers have conveyed (their Messages). ') 

Hence Allah's statement: 



(Thus We have made you a Wasat nation.) 

He said, "(meaning) the ' Adl,' (he then continued reciting the Ayah): 



(Thus We have made you, a just (and the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and 
the Messenger (Muhammad ) be a witness over you.)" 

Furthermore, Imam Ahmad reported that Abul-Aswad narrated: I came to Al-Madinah and found 
that an epidemic had broken out that caused many fatalities. I sat next to ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab once when a funeral procession started and the people praised the dead person. 
'Umar said, "Wajabat (it will be recorded as such), Wajabat!" Then another funeral was 
brought forth and the people criticized the dead person. Again, ' Umar said, "Wajabat." Abul- 
Aswad asked, "What is Wajabat, Leader of the faithful" He said, "I said just like Allah's 
Messenger had said: 



» 

« 



« » 



« » 



(Any Muslim for whom four testify that he was righteous, then Allah will enter him into 
Paradise.' We said, ' What about three' He said, ' And three.' We said, ' And two' He said, ' And 
two.' We did not ask him about (the testimony) of one (believing) person.)" 

This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i. 

The Wisdom behind changing the Qiblah 

Allah then said: 



(And We made the Qiblah (prayer direction towards Jerusalem) which you used to face, only to 
test those who followed the Messenger (Muhammad ) from those who would turn on their heels 
(i.e., disobey the Messenger). Indeed it was great (heavy, difficult) except for those whom 
Allah guided.) 



Allah states thus: We have legislated for you, Muhammad, facing Bayt Al-Maqdis at first and 
then changed it to the Ka' bah so as to find who will follow and obey you and thus face 
whatever you face. 



(...from those who would turn on their heels.) meaning, reverts from his religion. Allah then 
said: 



(Indeed it was great (heavy, difficult)) 

The Ayah indicates that changing the Qiblah from Bayt Al-Maqdis to the Ka' bah is heavy on the 
heart, except for whomever Allah has rightly guided their hearts, who believe in the truth of 
the Messenger with certainty and that whatever he was sent with is the truth without doubt. It 
is they who believe that Allah does what He wills, decides what He wills, commands His 
servants with what He wills, abrogates any of His commands that He wills, and that He has the 
perfect wisdom and the unequivocal proof in all this. (The attitude of the believers in this 
respect is) unlike those who have a disease in their hearts, to whom whenever a matter occurs, 
it causes doubts, just as this same matter adds faith and certainty to the believers. Similarly, 
Allah said: 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah (chapter from the Qur'an), some of them (hypocrites) 
say: "Which of you has had his faith increased by it" As for those who believe, it has increased 
their faith, and they rejoice. But as for those in whose hearts is a disease (of doubt, disbelief 
and hypocrisy), it will add doubt and disbelief to their doubt and disbelief; and they die while 
they are disbelievers.) (9:124, 125) 

and: 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe, and 
it increases the wrongdoers in nothing but loss.) (17:82) 

Certainly, those who remained faithful to the Messenger , obeyed him and faced whatever 
Allah commanded them, without doubt or hesitation, were the leaders of the Companions. 
Some scholars stated that the Early Migrants (who migrated with the Prophet from Makkah to 
Al-Madinah) and Ansar (the residents of Al-Madinah who gave aid and refuge to both the 
Prophet and the Migrants) were those who offered prayers towards the two Qiblah (Bayt Al- 
Maqdis and then the Ka'bah). Al-Bukhari reported in the explanation of the Ayah (2:143) that 
Ibn ' Umar narrated: While the people were performing the Fajr (Dawn) prayer in the Quba' 
Mosque, a man came and said, "Qur'an was revealed to the Prophet and he was ordered to face 
the Ka bah. Therefore, face the Ka'bah." They then faced the Ka* bah. Muslim also recorded 
it. 

At-Tirmidhi added that they were performing Ruku' (bowing down in prayer), and then 
changed the direction (of the Qiblah) to the Ka' bah while still bowing down. Muslim reported 
this last narration from Anas. These Hadiths all indicate the perfect obedience the Companions 
had for Allah and His Messenger and their compliance with Allah's commandments, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. 

Allah said: 



(And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost.) meaning, the reward of your 
prayers towards Bayt Al-Maqdis before would not be lost with Allah. It is reported in Sahih that 
Abu Ishaq As-SabP y related that Bara' narrated: "The people asked about the matter of those 
who offered prayers towards Bayt Al-Maqdis and died (before the Qiblah was changed to 
Ka' bah). Allah revealed: 



(And Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost.)" 

It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi from Ibn " Abbas, and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. 

Ibn Ishaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas narrated: 



(And Allah would never make your faith to be lost.) entails: Your (prayer towards) the first 
Qiblah and your believing your Prophet and obeying him by facing the second Qiblah; He will 
grant you the rewards for all these acts. Indeed, 



(Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful towards mankind.)" 

Furthermore, it is reported in the Sahih that Allah's Messenger saw a woman among the 
captives who was separated from her child. Whenever she found a boy (infant) among the 
captives, she would hold him close to her chest, as she was looking for her boy. When she 
found her child, she embraced him and gave him her breast to nurse. Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



« » 

(Do you think that this woman would willingly throw her son in the fire) They said, "No, 
Messenger of Allah!" He said, (By Allah! Allah is more merciful with His servants than this 
woman with her son.) 



(144. Verily, We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad's) face towards the heaven. Surely, 
We shall turn you to a Qiblah (prayer direction) that shall please you, so turn your face in the 
direction of Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah). And wheresoever you people are, turn your faces 
(in prayer) in that direction. Certainly, the people who were given the Scripture (i.e., Jews and 
Christians) know well that, that (your turning towardsthe direction of the Ka' bah at Makkah in 
prayers) is the truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do). 

The First Abrogation in the Qur'an was about the Qiblah 

AM bin Abu Talhah related that Ibn 'Abbas narrated: The first abrogated part in the Qur'an was 
about the Qiblah. When Allah's Messenger migrated to Al-Madinah, the majority of its people 
were Jews, and Allah commanded him to face Bayt Al-Maqdis. The Jews were delighted then. 
Allah's Messenger faced it for ten and some months, but he liked to face the Qiblah of Ibrahim 



(Ka bah in Makkah). He used to supplicate to Allah and look up to the sky (awaiting Allah's 
command). Allah then revealed: 



(Verily, We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad's) face towards the heaven), until, 



(turn your faces (in prayer) in that direction.) 
The Jews did not like this ruling and said: 



("What has turned them (Muslims) from their Qiblah (prayer direction) to which they used to 
face in prayer." Say (0 Muhammad), "To Allah belong both, east and the west.") (2:142) 



Allah said: 



(. ..so wherever you turn (yourselves or your faces) there isthe Face of Allah) (2:115), 
and: 



(And We made the Qiblah (prayer direction towards Jerusalem) which you used to face, only to 
test those who followed the Messenger (Muhammad ) from those who would turn on their heels 
(i.e., disobey the Messenger).) (2:143) 



Isthe Qiblah the Ka bah itself or its General Direction 



Al-Hakim related that ' Ali bin Abu Talib said: 



(...so turn your face in the direction of Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah).) means its direction." 

Al-Hakim then commented that the chain of this narration is authentic and that they (i.e., Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) did not include it in their collections. 

This ruling concerning the Qiblah is also the opinion of Abu AI-" Aliyah, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and others. Allah's 9atement: 



(And wheresoever you people are, turn your faces (in prayer) in that direction) is a command 
from Allah to face the Ka' bah from wherever one is on the earth: the east, west, north or 
south. The exception is of the voluntary prayer (Nafl) while one is traveling, for one is allowed 
to offer it in any direction his body is facing, while his heart is intending the Ka' bah. Also, 
when the battle is raging, one is allowed to offer prayer, however he is able. Also, included are 
those who are not sure of the direction and offer prayer in the wrong direction, thinking that it 
isthe direction of the Qiblah, because Allah does not burden a soul beyond what it can bear. 



The Jews had Knowledge that the (Muslim) Qiblah would later be 

changed 

Allah stated that: 



(Certainly, the people who were given the Scripture (i.e., Jews and the Christians) know well 
that, that (your turning towards the direction of the Ka' bah at Makkah in prayers) is the truth 
from their Lord.) 

This Ayah means: The Jews, who did not like that you change your Qiblah from Bayt Al-Maqdis, 
already knew that Allah will command you (0 Muhammad) to face the Ka' bah. The Jews read 
in their Books their Prophets' description of Allah's Messenger and his Ummah, and that Allah 
has endowed and honored him with the complete and honorable legislation. Yet, the People of 
the Book deny these facts because of their envy, disbelief and rebellion. This is why Allah 
threatened them when He said: 



(And Allah is not unaware of what they do.) 



(145. And even if you were to bring to the People of the Script ure (Jews and Christians) all the 
Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), they would not follow your 
Qiblah (prayer direction), nor are you going to follow their Qiblah. And they will not follow 
each other's Qiblah. Verily, if you follow their desires after that which you have received of 
knowledge (from Allah), then indeed you will be one of the wrongdoers.) 



The Stubbornness and Disbelief of the Jews 

Allah describes the Jews' disbelief, stubbornness and defiance of what they know of the truth 
of Allah's Messenger , that if the Prophet brought forward every proof to the truth of what he 
was sent with, they will never obey him or abandon following their desires. In another 
instance, Allah said: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96, 97) 

This is why Allah said here: 



(And even if you were to bring to the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) all the Ayat 
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), they would not follow your Qiblah 
(prayer direction)). 

Allah's statement: 



(...nor are you going to follow their Qiblah ), indicates the vigor with which Allah's Messenger 
implements what Allah commanded him. Allah's statement also indicates that as much as the 
Jews adhere to their opinions and desires, the Prophet adheres by Allah's commands, obeying 
Him and following what pleases Him, and that he would never adhere to their desires in any 
case. Hence, praying towards Bayt Al-Maqdis was not because it was the Qiblah of the Jews, 
but because Allah had commanded it. Allah then warns those who knowingly defy the truth, 
because the proof against those who know is stronger than against other people. This is why 
Allah said to His Messenger and his Ummah: 



(Verily, if you follow their desires after that which you have received of knowledge (from 
Allah), then indeed you will be one of the wrongdoers.) 



(146. Those to whom We gave the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognise him (Muhammad or 
the Ka' bah at Makkah) as they recognize their sons. But verily, a party of them conceal the 
truth while they know it i.e., the qualities of Muhammad which are written in the Tawrah 
and the Injil ). (147. This is) the truth from your Lord. So be you not one of those who doubt). 

The Jews know that the Prophet is True, but they hide the Truth 

Allah states that the scholars of the People of the Scripture know the truth of what Allah's 
Messenger was sent with, just as one of them knows his own child, which is a parable that the 
Arabs use to describe what is very apparent. Smilarly, in a Hadith, Allah's Messenger said to a 
man who had a youngster with him: 



« » 



(Is this your son) He said, "Yes, Messenger of Allah! I testify to this fact." Allah's Messenger 
said: 



« » 

(Well, you would not transgress against him nor would he transgress against you.) 

According to Al-Qurtubi, it was narrated that " Umar said to 'Abdullah bin Salam (an Israelite 
scholar who became a Muslim), "Do you recognize Muhammad as you recognize your own son" 
He replied, "Yes, and even more. The Honest One descended from heaven on the Honest One 
on the earth with his (i.e., Muhammad's) description and I recognized him, although I do not 
know anything about his mother's story." 

Allah states next that although they had knowledge and certainty in the Prophet , they still: 



(conceal the truth.) 

The Ayah indicatesthat they hide the truth from the people, about the Prophet , that they find 
in their Books, 



(while they know it. ) Allah then strengthens the resolve of His Prophet and the believers and 
affirmsthat what the Prophet came with isthe truth without doubt, saying: 



((This is) the truth from your Lord. So be you not one of those who doubt.) 



(148. For every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers). So hasten 
towards all that is good. Wheresoever you may be, Allah will bring you together (on the Day of 
Resurrection). Truly, Allah is able to do all things.) 



Every Nation has a Qiblah 

AI-'Awfi reported that I bn ' Abbas said: 



(For every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers)) 

"This talks about followers of the various religions. Hence, every nation and tribe has its own 
Qiblah that they choose, while Allah's appointed Qiblah is what the believers face." 

Abul-' Aliyah said, "The Jew has a direction to which he faces (in the prayer). The Christian has 
a direction to which he faces. Allah has guided you, (Muslim) Ummah, to a Qiblah which is 
the true Qiblah." This statement was also related to Mujahid, ' Ata' Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr bin 
Anas, As-Suddi, and others. 

This last Ayah is similar to what Allah said: 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way. If Allah had willed, He would 
have made you one nation, but that (He) may test you in what He has given you; so compete in 
good deeds. The return of you (all) isto Allah.) (5:48) 

In the Ayah (2:148), Allah said: 



(Wheresoever you may be, Allah will bring you together (on the Day of Resurrection). Truly, 
Allah is able to do all things.) meaning: He is able to gather you from the earth even if your 
bodies and flesh disintegrated and scattered. 



(149. And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your face in the direction of Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah), that is indeed the truth from your Lord. And Allah is not unaware 
of what you do.) (150. And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your face in the 
direction of Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah), and wheresoever you are, turn your faces towards 
it (when you pray) so that men may have no argument against you except those of them that 
are wrongdoers, so fear them not, but fear Me! And so that I may complete My blessings on 
you and that you may be guided.) 

Why was changing the Qiblah mentioned thrice 

This is a third command from Allah to face Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the Sacred Mosque) from every 
part of the world (during prayer). It was said that Allah mentioned this ruling again here 
because it is connected to whatever is before and whatever is after it. Hence, Allah first said: 



(Verily, We have seen the turning of your (Muhammad's) face towards the heaven. Surely, We 
shall turn you to a Qiblah (prayer direction) that shall please you) (2:144), until: 



(Certainly, the people who were given the Scripture (i.e., Jews and the Christians) know well 
that, that (your turning towards the direction of the Ka' bah at Makkah in prayers) is the truth 
from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.) (2:144) 

Allah mentioned in these Ayat His fulfillment of the Prophet's wish and ordered him to face the 
Qiblah that he liked and is pleased with. In the second command, Allah said: 



(And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your face in the direction of Al-Masid 
Al-Haram that is indeed the truth from your Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.) 

Therefore, Allah states here that changing the Qiblah is also the truth from Him, thus 
upgrading the subject more than in the first Ayah, in which Allah agreed to what His Prophet 
had wished for. Thus Allah states that this is also the truth from Him that He likes and is 
pleased with. In the third command, Allah refutes the Jewish assertion that the Prophet faced 
their Qiblah, as they knew in their Books that the Prophet will later on be commanded to face 
the Qiblah of Ibrahim, the Ka' bah. The Arab disbelievers had no more argument concerning the 
Prophet's Qiblah after Allah commanded the Prophet to face the Qiblah of Ibrahim, which is 
more respected and honored, rather than the Qiblah of the Jews. The Arabs used to honor the 
Ka' bah and liked the fact that the Messenger was commanded to face it. 

The Wisdom behind abrogating the Previous Qiblah 

Allah said: 



(...so that men may have no argument against you) 

Therefore, the People of the Book knew from the description of the Muslim Ummah that they 
would be ordered to face the Kabbah. If the Muslims did not fit this description, the Jews 
would have used this fact against the Muslims. If the Muslims had remained on the Qiblah of 



Bayt Al-Maqdis, which was also the Qiblah of the Jews, this fact could have been used as the 
basis of argument by the Jews against other people. 

Allah's 9atement: 



(...except those of them that are wrongdoers,) indicatesthe Mushrikin (polytheists) of Quraysh. 
The reasoning of these unjust persons was the unsound statement: "This man (Muhammad) 
claims that he follows the religion of Ibrahim! Hence, if his facing Bayt Al-Maqdis was a part of 
the religion of Ibrahim, why did he change it" The answer to this question is that Allah has 
chosen His Prophet to face Bayt Al-Maqdis first for certain wisdom, and he obeyed Allah 
regarding this command. Then, Allah changed the Qiblah to the Qiblah of Ibrahim, which is the 
Ka' bah, and he also obeyed Allah in this command. He, obeys Allah in all cases and never 
engages in the defiance of Allah even for an instant, and his Ummah imitates him in this. 

Allah said: 



(. ..so fear them not, but fear Me!) meaning: ' Do not fear the doubtsthat the unjust, stubborn 
persons raise and fear Me Alone.' Indeed, Allah Alone deserves to be feared. 

Allah said: 



(...so that I may complete My blessings on you.) 
This Ayah relates to Allah's statement: 



(...so that men may have no argument against you), meaning: I will perfect My bounty on you 
by legislating for you to face the Ka' bah, so that the (Islamic) SharT ah (law) is complete in 
every respect. Allah said: 



(...that you may be guided.), meaning: 'To be directed and guided to what the nations have 
been led astray from, We have guided you to it and preferred you with it.' This is why this 
Ummah is the best and most honored nation ever. 



(151. Similarly (to complete My blessings on you), We have sent among you a Messenger 
(Muhammad ) of your own, reciting to you Our verses (the Qur'an) and purifying you, and 
teaching you the Book (the Qur'an) and the Hikmah (i. e., Sunnah, Islamic laws and Fiqh 
jurisprudence), and teaching you that which you did not know.) (152. Therefore remember Me 
(by praying, glorifying). I will remember you, and be grateful to Me (for My countless favors on 
you) and never be ungrateful to Me.) 

Muhammad's Prophecy is a Great Bounty from Allah 

Allah reminds His believing servants with what He has endowed them with by sending 
Muhammad as a Messenger to them, reciting to them Allah's clear Ayat and purifying and 
cleansing them from the worst types of behavior, the ills of the souls and the acts of Jahiliyyah 
(pre-lslamic era). The Messenger also takes them away from the darkness (of disbelief) to the 
light (of faith) and teaches them the Book, the Qur'an, and the Hikmah (i.e., the wisdom), 
which is his Sunnah. He also teaches them what they knew not. During the time of Jahiliyyah, 
they used to utter foolish statements. Later on, and with the blessing of the Prophet's Message 
and the goodness of his prophecy, they were elevated to the status of the Awliya' (loyal friends 
of Allah) and the rank of the scholars. Hence, they acquired the deepest knowledge among the 
people, the most pious hearts, and the most truthful tongues. Allah said: 



(Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
(Muhammad ) from among themselves, reciting unto them His verses (the Qur'an), and purifying 
them (from sins).) (3:164) 

Allah also criticized those who did not give this bounty its due consideration, when He said: 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the favors of Allah into disbelief (by denying 
Prophet Muhammad ) and his Message of Islam), and caused their people to dwell in the house 
of destruction) (14:28) 

Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Allah's favor means Muhammad." Therefore, Allah has commanded the 
believers to affirm this favor and to appreciate it by thanking and remembering Him: 



(Therefore, remember Me. I will remember you, and be grateful to Me, and never be ungrateful 
to Me.) 

Mujahid said that Allah's statement: 



(Similarly (to complete My favor on you), We have sent among you a Messenger (Muhammad ) 
of your own,) 

means: Therefore, remember Me in gratitude to My favor. 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented about Allah's statement: 



(Therefore remember Me. I will remember you), "Remember Me regarding what I have 
commanded you and I will remember you regarding what I have compelled Myself to do for your 
benefit (i.e., His rewards and forgiveness)." 



An authentic Hadith states: 



» 



« 

(Allah the Exalted said, 'Whoever mentions Me to himself, then I will mention him to Myself; 
and whoever mentions Me in a gathering, I will mention him in a better gathering.)' 

Imam Ahmad reported that Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(Allah the Exalted said, ' son of Adam! If you mention Me to yourself, I will mention you to 
Myself. If you mention Me in a gathering, I will mention you in a gathering of the angels (or said 
in a better gathering). If you draw closer to Me by a hand span, I will draw closer to you by 
forearm's length. If you draw closer to Me by a forearm's length, I will draw closer to you by an 
arm's length. And if you come to Me walking, I will come to you running). 

Its chain isSahih, it was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Allah said: 



(...and be grateful to Me (for My count less favors on you) and never be ungrateful to Me.) 

In this Ayah, Allah commands that He be thanked and appreciated, and promises even more 
rewards for thanking Him. Allah said in another Ayah: 



(And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by accepting faith and 
worshipping none but Allah), I will give you more (of My blessings); but if you are thankless 
(i.e., disbelievers), verily, My punishment is indeed severe.) 

Abu Raja' Al-' Utaridi said: x Imran bin Husayn came by us once wearing a nice silken garment 
that we never saw him wear before or afterwards. He said, "Allah's Messenger said: 



» 
« 



« » 



(Those whom Allah has favored with a bounty, then Allah likes to see the effect of His bounty 
on His creation), or he said, "on His servant" - according to Ruh (one of the narrators of the 
Hadith). 



(153. you who believe! Seek help in patience and As-Salah (the prayer). Truly, Allah is with 
As-Sabirin (the patient).) (154. And say not of those who are killed in the way of Allah, "They 
are dead." Nay, they are living, but you perceive (it) not.) 



The Virtue of Patience and Prayer 

After Allah commanded that He be appreciated, He ordained patience and prayer. It is a fact 
that the servant is either enjoying a bounty that he should be thankful for, or suffering a 
calamity that he should meet with patience. A Hadith states: 



» 



« 



(Amazing is the believer, for whatever Allah decrees for him, it is better for him! If he is tested 
with a bounty, he is grateful for it and this is better for him; and if he is afflicted with a 
hardship, he is patient with it and this is better for him.) 



Allah has stated that the best tools to help ease the effects of the afflictions are patience and 
prayer. Earlier we mentioned Allah's statement: 



(And seek help in patience and As-Salah (the prayer) and truly, it is extremely heavy and hard 
except for AI-KhashT in i.e., the true believers in Allah ) (2:45) 

There are several types of Sabr patience: one for avoiding the prohibitions and sins, one for 
acts of worship and obedience. The second type carries more rewards than the first type. 
There is a third type of patience required in the face of the afflictions and hardships, which is 
mandatory, like repentance. 

' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "Sabr has two parts: patience for the sake of Allah 
concerning what He is pleased with (i.e., acts of worship and obedience), even if it is hard on 
the heart and the body, and patience when avoiding what He dislikes, even if it is desired. 
Those who acquire these qualities will be among the patient persons whom Allah shall greet 
(when they meet Him in the Hereafter; refer to Surat Al-Ahzab 33:44), Allah willing." 

The Life enjoyed by Martyrs 

Allah's statement: 



(And say not of those who are killed in the way of Allah, "They are dead." Nay, they are living,) 
indicates that the martyrs are alive and receiving their sustenance. 

Muslim reported in hisSahih: 

» 



« 



(The souls of the martyrs are inside green birds and move about in Paradise wherever they 
wish. Then, they take refuge in lamps that are hanging under the Throne (of Allah). Your Lord 
looked at them and asked them, * What do you wish for' They said, * What more could we wish 
for while You have favored us with what You have not favored any other of your creation' He 
repeated the question again. When they realize that they will be asked (until they answer), 
they said, 'We wish that You send us back to the earthly life, so that we fight in Your cause 
until we are killed in Your cause again,' (because of what they enjoy of the rewards of 
martyrdom). The Lord then said, 'I have written that they will not be returned to it (earthly 
life) again.) 

Imam Ahmad reported that " Abdur-Rahman bin Ka* b bin Malik narrated from his father that 
Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(The believer's soul is a bird that feeds on the trees of Paradise until Allah sends it back to its 
body when the person is resurrected.) 

This Hadith includes all the believers in its general meaning. Thus, the fact that the Qur'an 
mentions the martyrs in particular in the above Ayah serves to honor, glorify and favor them 
(although the other believers share the rewardsthey enjoy). 



(155. And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and 
fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient).) (156. Who, when afflicted with 
calamity, say: "Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return.") (157. They are 
those on whom are the Salawat (i.e., who are blessed and will be forgiven) from their Lord, 
and (they are those who) receive His mercy, and it isthey who are the guided ones.) 



The Believer is Patient with the Affliction and thus gains a Reward 

Allah informs us that He tests and tries His servants, just as He said in another Ayah: 



(And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive hard (for the cause of Allah) and As- 
Sabirin (the patient), and We shall test your facts (i.e., the one who is a liar, and the one who 
istruthful).) (47:31) 

Hence, He tests them with the bounty sometimes and sometimes with the afflictions of fear 
and hunger. Allah said in another Ayah: 



(So Allah made it taste extreme of hunger (famine) and fear.) (16:112) 

The frightened and the hungry persons show the effects of the affliction outwardly and this is 
why Allah has used here the word ' Lib as' (cover or clothes) of fear and hunger. In the Ayat 
above, Allah used the words: 



(with something of fear, hunger,) meaning, a little of each. Then (Allah said), 



(loss of wealth,) meaning, some of the wealth will be destroyed, 



(lives) meaning, losing friends, relatives and loved ones to death, 



(and fruits,) meaning, the gardens and the farms will not produce the usual or expected 
amounts. This is why Allah said next: 



(but give glad tidingsto As-Sabirin (the patient).) 

He then explained whom He meant by Mhe patient' whom He praised: 



(Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return.") meaning, those who recite this statement to comfort themselves in the face of their 
loss, know that they belong to Allah and that He does what He wills with His servants. They 
also know that nothing and no deed, even if it was the weight of an atom, will be lost with 
Allah on the Day of Resurrection. These facts thus compel them to admit that they are Allah's 
servants and that their return will be to Him in the Hereafter. 

This is why Allah said: t 



(They are those on whom are the Salawat (i. e., who are blessed and will be forgiven) from 
their Lord, and (they are those who) receive His mercy,) meaning, Allah's praise and mercy will 
be with them. Sa' id bin Jubayr added, "Meaning, safety from the torment." 



(and it is they who are the guided ones.) * Umar bin Ai-Khattab commented: "What righteous 
things, and what a great heights. 



(They are those on whom are the Salawat from their Lord, and (they are those who) receive His 
mercy) are the two right eousthings. 



(and it is they who are the guided ones) are the heights." 

The heights means more rewards, and these people will be awarded their rewards and more. 

The Virtue of asserting that We all belong to Allah, during 

Afflictions 

There are several Ahadith that mention the rewards of admitting that the return is to Allah by 
saying: 



("Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return.") when afflictions strike. For 
instance, Imam Ahmad reported that Umm Salamah narrated: Once, Abu Salamah came back 
after he was with Allah's Messenger and said: I heard Allah's Messenger recite a statement that 
made me delighted. He said: 



» 



« 

(No Muslim is struck with an affliction and then says Istirja* when the affliction strikes, and 
then says: " Allah! Reward me for my loss and give me what is better than it,' but Allah will 
do just that.) Umm Salamah said: So I memorized these words. When Abu Salamah died I said 
Istirja" and said: "0 Allah! Compensate me for my loss and give me what is better than it." I 
then thought about it and said, "Who is better than Abu Salamah" When my * Iddah (the period 



of time before the widow or divorced woman can remarry) finished, Allah's Messenger asked for 
permission to see me while I was dyeing a skin that I had. I washed my hands, gave him 
permission to enter and handed him a pillow, and he sat on it. He then asked me for marriage 
and when he finished his speech, I said, "0 Messenger of Allah! It is not because I do not want 
you, but I am very jealous and I fear that you might experience some wrong mannerism from 
me for which Allah would punish me. I am old and have children." He said: 



» 



« 

(As for the jealousy that you mentioned, Allah the Exalted will remove it from you. As for your 
being old as you mentioned, I have suffered what you have suffered. And for your having 
children, they are my children too.) She said, "I have surrendered to Allah's Messenger." Allah's 
Messenger married her and Umm Salamah said later, "Allah compensated me with who is better 
than Abu Salamah: Allah's Messenger ." Muslim reported a shorter version of this Hadith. 



(158. Verily, As-Safa and Al-Marwah are of the symbols of Allah. So it is not a sin on him who 
performs Hajj or ' Umrah (pilgrimage) of the House to perform Tawaf between them. And 
whoever does good voluntarily, then verily, Allah is All-Recognizer, All-Knower). 



The Meaning of "it is not a sin" in the Ayah 

Imam Ahmad reported that ' Urwah said that he asked ' A'ishah about what Allah stated: 



(Verily, As-Safa and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) are of the symbols of Allah. So it is 
not a sin on him who performs Hajj or ' Umrah (pilgrimage) of the House (the Ka' bah at 
Makkah) to perform the going (Tawaf) between them (As-Safa and Al-Marwah).) "By Allah! It is 
not a sin if someone did not perform Tawaf around them." ' A'ishah said, "Worst is that which 
you said, my nephew! If this is the meaning of it, it should have read, ' It is not a sin if one 
did not perform Tawaf around them.' Rather, the Ayah was revealed regarding the Ansar, who 
before Islam, used to assume Ihlal (or Ihram for Hajj) in the area of Mushallal for their idol 
Manat that they used to worship. Those who assumed Ihlal for Manat, used to hesitate to 
perform Tawaf (going) between Mounts As-Safa and Al-Marwah. So they (during the Islamic era) 
asked Allah's Messenger about it, saying, ' Messenger of Allah! During the time of Jahiliyyah, 
we used to hesitate to perform Tawaf between As-Safa and Al-Marwah.' Allah then revealed: 



(Verily, As-Safa and Al-Marwah are of the symbols of Allah. So it is not a sin on him who 
performs Hajj or ' Umrah of the House to perform the going (Tawaf) between them.)" 'A'ishah 
then said, " Allah's Messenger has made it the Sunnah to perform Tawaf between them (As-Safa 
and Al-Marwah), and thus, no one should abandon performing Tawaf between them." This 
Hadith is reported in the Sahihayn. 

In another narration, Imam Az-Zuhri reported that * Urwah said: Later on I (' Urwah) told Abu 
Bakr bin ' Abdur-Rahman bin Al-Harith bin Hisham (of 'A'i shah's statement) and he said, "I have 
not heard of such information. However, I heard learned men saying that all the people, except 
those whom 'A'ishah mentioned, said, 'Our Tawaf between these two hills is a practice of 
Jahiliyyah. ' Some others among the Ansar said, * We were commanded to perform Tawaf of the 
Ka' bah, but not between As-Safa and Al-Marwah.' So Allah revealed: 



(Verily, As-Safa and Al-Marwah are of the symbols of Allah.)" Abu Bakr bin ' Abdur-Rahman then 
said, "It seems that this verse was revealed concerning the two groups." Al-Bukhari collected a 
similar narration by Anas. 

Ash-Sha' bi said, "Isaf (an idol) was on As-Safa while Na'ilah (an idol) was on Al-Marwah, and 
they used to touch (or kiss) them. After Islam came, they were hesitant about performing 
Tawaf between them. Thereafter, the Ayah (2:158 above) was revealed." 



The Wisdom behind legislating Sa i between As-Safa and Al-Marwah 

Muslim recorded a long Hadith in his Sahih from Jabir, in which Allah's Messenger finished the 
Tawaf around the House, and then went back to the Rukn (pillar, i.e., the Black Stone) and 
kissed it. He then went out from the door near As-Safa while reciting: 



(Verily, As-Safa and Al-Marwah are of the symbols of Allah.) The Prophet then said, (I start with 
what Allah has commanded me to start with meaning start the Sa' i (i.e., fast walking) from 
the As-Safa ). In another narration of An-Nasa'i, the Prophet said, (Start with what Allah has 
started with (i.e., As-Safa).) 

Imam Ahmad reported that Habibah bint Abu Taj rah said, "I saw Allah's Messenger performing 
Tawaf between As-Safa and Al-Marwah, while the people were in front of him and he was 
behind them walking in Sa' i. I saw his garment twisted around his knees because of the fast 
walking in Sa' i (he was performing) and he was reciting: 



.« » 

(Perform Sa' i, for Allah has prescribed Sa' i on you.)'" 

This Hadith was used as a proof for the fact that Sa' i is a Rukn of Hajj. It was also said that 
Sa' i is Wajib, and not a Rukn of Hajj and that if one does not perform it by mistake or by 
intention, he could expiate the shortcoming with Damm. Allah has stated that Tawaf between 
As-Safa and Al-Marwah is among the symbols of Allah, meaning, among the acts that Allah 
legislated during the Hajj for Prophet Ibrahim. 

Earlier we mentioned the Hadith by Ibn ' Abbas that the origin of Tawaf comes from the Tawaf 
of Hajar (Prophet Ibrahim's wife), between As-Safa and Al-Marwah seeking water for her son 
(Isma' il) Ibrahim had left them in Makkah, where there was no habitation for her. When Hajar 
feared that her son would die, she stood up and begged Allah for His help and kept going back 
and forth in that blessed area between As-Safa and Al-Marwah. She was humble, fearful, 
frightened and meek before Allah. Allah answered her prayers, relieved her of her loneliness, 
ended her dilemma and made the well of Zamzam bring forth itswater for her, which is: 



« » 

(Atasty (or nutritional) food and a remedy for the illness.) 

Therefore, whoever performs Sa' i between As-Safa and Al-Marwah should remember his 
meekness, humbleness and need for Allah to guide his heart, lead his affairs to success and 
forgive his sins. He should also want Allah to eliminate his shortcomings and errors and to guide 
him to the straight path. He should ask Allah to keep him firm on this path until he meets 
death, and to change his situation from that of sin and errors to that of perfection and being 
forgiven, --- the same providence which was provided to Hajar. 

Allah then states: 



(And whoever does good voluntarily.) 

It was said that the Ayah describes performing Tawaf more than seven times, it was also said 
that it refers to voluntary ' Umrah or Hajj. It was also said that it means volunteering to do 
good works in general, as Ar-Razi has stated. The third opinion was attributed to Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri. Allah knows best. 

Allah states: 



(...then verily, Allah is All-Recognizer, All-Knower.) meaning, Allah's reward is immense for the 
little deed, and He knows about the sufficiency of the reward. Hence, He will not award 
insufficient rewards to anyone. Indeed: 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom, but if there is any good (done), He 
doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) (4:40) 



(159. Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences and the guidance, which We have 
sent down, after We have made it clear for the People in the Book, they are the ones cursed by 



Allah and cursed by the cursers.) (160. Except those who repent and do righteous deeds, and 
openly declare (the truth which they concealed). These, I will accept their repentance. And I 
am the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful.) (161. Verily, those who disbelieve, 
and die while they are disbelievers, it is they on whom is the curse of Allah and of the angels 
and of mankind, combined.) (162. They will abide therein (under the curse in Hell), their 
punishment will neither be lightened nor will they be reprieved). 



The Eternal Curse for Those Who hide Religious Commandments 

These Ayat sternly warn against those who hide the clear signs that the Messengers were sent 
with which guide to the correct path and beneficial guidance for the hearts, after Allah has 
made such aspects clear for His servants through the Books that He revealed to His Messengers. 
Abu Al-' Aliyah said that these Ayat, "were revealed about the People of the Scripture who hid 
the description of Muhammad ." Allah then states that everything curses such people for this 
evil act. Certainly, just as everything asks for forgiveness for the scholar, even the fish in the 
sea and the bird in the air, then those who hide knowledge are cursed by Allah and by the 
cursers. A Hadith in the Musnad, narrated through several chains of narrators, that strengthens 
the overall judgment of the Hadith, states that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever was asked about knowledge that one has, but he hid it, then a bridle made of fire 
will be tied around his mouth on the Day of Resurrection.) 

It is also recorded by Al-Bukhari that Abu Hurayrah said, "If it was not for an Ayah in Allah's 
Book, I would not have narrated a Hadith for anyone: 



(Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences and the guidance, which We have sent 
down,)" 

Mujahid said, "When the earth is struck by drought, the animals say, 'This is because of the 
sinners among the Children of Adam. May Allah curse the sinners among the Children of Adam."' 

Abu AI-' Aliyah, Ar-RabP bin Anas and Qatadah said that 



(and cursed by the cursers) means that the angels and the believers will curse them. Moreover, 
a Hadith states that everything, including the fish in the sea, asks for forgiveness for the 



scholars. The Ayah (2:159 above) states that those who hide the knowledge will be cursed, (in 
this life and) on the Day of Resurrection, by Allah, the angels, all humanity, and those who 
curse (including the animals) each in its own distinct way. Allah knows best. 

From this punishment, Allah excluded all who repent to Him: 



(Except those who repent and do righteous deeds, and openly declare (the truth which they 
concealed).) 

This Ayah refers to those who regret what they have been doing and correct their behavior 
and, thus, explain to the people what they have been hiding. 



(These, I will accept their repentance. And I am the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 
Merciful.) 

This Ayah also indicatesthat those who used to call to innovation, or even disbelief, and repent 
to Allah, then Allah will forgive them. Allah afterwards states that those who disbelieve in Him 
and remain in this state until they die, then: 



(it isthey on whom isthe curse of Allah and of the angels and of mankind, combined. They will 
abide therein (under the curse in Hell).) 

Therefore, they will suffer the eternal curse until the Day of Resurrection and after that in the 
fire of Jahannam, where, 



(their punishment will neither be lightened) 
Hence, the torment will not be decreased for them, 



(nor will they be reprieved.) 

The torment will not be changed or tempered for even an hour. Rather, it is continuous and 
eternal. We seek refuge with Allah from this evil end. 

Cursing the Disbelievers is allowed 

There is no disagreement that it is lawful to curse the disbelievers. ' Umar bin Al-Khattab and 
the Imams after him used to curse the disbelievers in their Qunut (a type of supplication) 
during the prayer and otherwise. As for cursing a specific disbeliever, some scholars stated that 
it is not allowed to curse him, because we do not know how Allah will make his end. Others 
said that it is allowed to curse individual disbelievers. For proof, they mention the story about 
the man who was brought to be punished repeatedly for drinking (alcohol), a man said, "May 
Allah curse him! He is being brought repeatedly (to be flogged for drinking)." Allah's Messenger 
said: 



« » 

(Do not curse him, for he loves Allah and His Messenger). 

This Hadith indicatesthat it is allowed to curse those who do not love Allah and His Messenger . 
Allah knows best. 



(163. And your llah (God) is One llah (God Allah), La ilaha ilia Huwa (there is none who has 
the right to be worshipped but He), the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) 

In this Ayah, Allah mentionsthat He isthe only deity, and that He has no partners or equals. He 
is Allah, the One and Only, the Sustainer, and there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. 
He isthe Most Gracious Ar-Rahman, the Most Merciful Ar-Rahim. We explained the meanings 
of these two Names in the beginning of Surat Al-Fatihah. Shahr bin Hawshab reported that 
Asma' bint Yazid bin As-Sakan narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



(Allah's Greatest Name is contained in these two Ayat): 



(And your llah (God) is One llah (God Allah), La ilaha ilia Huwa (there is none who has the 
right to be worshipped but He), the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) and: 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), Al- 
Haiyul-Qaiyum (the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists).) (3:1, 2)" 

Then Allah mentions some of the proof that He is alone as the deity, that He is the One who 
created the heavens and the earth and all of the various creatures between them, all of which 
testify to His Oneness. Allah said: 



(164. Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and 
day, and the ships which sail through the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the 
water (rain) which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive therewith after its 
death, and the moving (living) creatures of all kinds that He has scattered therein, and in the 
veering of winds and clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed Ayat 
(proofs, evidences, signs, etc.) for people of understanding.) 

The Proofs for Tawhid 

Allah said: 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth...) 

Therefore, the sky, with its height, intricate design, vastness, the heavenly objects in orbit, 
and this earth, with its density, its lowlands, mountains, seas, deserts, valleys, and other 
structures, and beneficial things that it has. Allah continues: 



(...and in the alternation of night and day.) 

This (the night) comes and then goes followed by the other (the day) which does not delay for 
even an instant, just as Allah said: 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float, 
each in an orbit.) (36:40) 

Sometimes, the day grows shorter and the night longer, and sometimes vice versa, one takes 
from the length of the other. Similarly Allah said: 



(Allah merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night) (57:6) meaning, He 
extendsthe length of one from the other and vice versa. Allah then continues: 



(. ..and the ships which sail through the sea with that which isof use to mankind,) 

Shaping the sea in this manner, so that it is able to carry ships from one shore to another, so 
people benefit from what the other region has, and export what they have to them and vice 
versa. 

Allah then continues: 



(...and the water (rain) which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive 
therewith after its death), which is similar to Allah's statement: 



(And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that 
they eat thereof.) (36:33), until: 



(which they know not.) (36:36) 
Allah continues: 



(and the moving (living) creatures of all kinds that He has scattered therein,) meaning, in 
various shapes, colors, uses and sizes, whether small or large. Allah knows all that, sustains it, 
and nothing is concealed from Him. Smilarly, Allah said: 



(And no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He 
knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus or grave). All is in a Clear Book (Al-Lawh 
Al-Mahfuz the Book of Decrees with Allah).) (11:6) 



(...and in the veering of winds...) 

Sometimes, the wind brings mercy and sometimes torment. Sometimes it brings the good news 
of the clouds that follow it, sometimes it leads the clouds, herding them, scattering them or 
directing them. Sometimes, the wind comes from the north (the northern wind), and 
sometimes from the south, sometimes from the east, and striking the front of the Kabbah, 
sometimes from the west, striking its back. There are many books about the wind rain, stars 
and the regulations related to them, but here is not the place to elaborate on that, and Allah 
knows best. 

Allah continues: 



(...and clouds which are held between the sky and the earth,) 

The clouds run between the sky and the earth to wherever Allah wills of lands and areas. 

Allah said next: 



(...are indeed Ayat for people of understanding,) meaning, all these things are clear signs that 
testify to Allah's Oneness. Smilarly, Allah said: 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding. Those who remember Allah (always, and in 
prayers) standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and think deeply about the creation of 
the heavens and the earth, (saying): "Our Lord! You have not created (all) this without purpose, 
glory to You! (Exalted are You above all that they associate with You as partners). Give us 
salvation from the torment of the Fire.") (3:190, 191) 



(165. And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). 
They love them as they love Allah. But those who believe, love Allah more (than anything else). 
If only, those who do wrong could see, when they will see the torment, that all power belongs 
to Allah and that Allah is severe in punishment.) (166. When those who were followed disown 
(declare themselves innocent of) those who followed (them), and they see the torment, then 
all their relations will be cut off from them). (167. And those who followed will say: "If only we 
had one more chance to return (to the worldly life), we would disown (declare ourselves as 
innocent from) them as they have disowned (declared themselves as innocent from) us. " Thus 
Allah will show them their deeds as regrets for them. And they will never get out of the Fire.) 

The Condition of the Polytheists in this Life and the Hereafter 

In these Ayat, Allah mentions the condition of the polytheists in this life and their destination 
in the Hereafter. They appointed equals and rivals with Allah, worshipping them along with 
Allah and loving them, just as they love Allah. However, Allah is the only deity worthy of 
worship, Who has neither rival nor opponent nor partner. It is reported in the Sahihayn that 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said: I said, "0 Messenger of Allah! What is the greatest sin" He said: 



« » 

(To appoint a rival to Allah while He Alone has created you.) 
Allah said: 



(But those who believe, love Allah more (than anything else)) 

Because these believers love Allah, know His greatness, revere Him, believe in His Oneness, 
then they do not associate anything or anyone with Him in the worship. Rather, they worship 
Him Alone, depend on Him and they seek help from Him for each and every need. 

Then, Allah warnsthose who commit Shirk, 



(If only, those who do wrong could see, when they will see the torment, that all power belongs 
to Allah.) if these people knew what they will face and the terrible punishment they are to 
suffer because of their disbelief and Shirk (polytheism), then they would shun the deviation 
that they live by. 

Allah mentions their false beliefs in their idols, and that those they followed will declare their 
innocence of them. Allah said: 



(When those who were followed disown (declare themselves innocent of) those who followed 
(them).) the angels, whom they used to claim that they worshipped, declare their innocence of 
them in the Hereafter, saying: 



(We declare our innocence (from them) before You. It was not us they worshipped.) (28:63), 
and: 



("Glorified be You! You are our Wali (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the 
Jinn; most of them were believers in them.") (34:4) 



The Jinn will also disown the disbelievers who worshipped them, and they will reject that 
worship. Allah said: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on (invokes) besides Allah, such as will not answer 
him till the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls (invocations) to 
them And when mankind are gathered (on the Day of Resurrection), they (false deities) will 
become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) (46:5, 6) Allah said: 



(And they have taken (for worship) alihah (gods) besides Allah, that they might give them 
honor, power and glory (and also protect them from Allah' punishment). Nay, but they (the so- 
called gods) will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to them (on the Day of 
Resurrection).) (19:81, 82) Prophet Ibrahim said to his people: 



(You have taken (for worship) idols instead of Allah. The love between you is only in the life of 
this world, but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each other, 
and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no helper.) (29:25) Allah said: 



(But if you could see when the Zalimun (polyt heists and wrongdoers) will be made to stand 
before their Lord, how they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were 
deemed weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we should 
certainly have been believers!" And those who were arrogant will say to those who were 
deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to you Nay, but you 
were Mujrimin (polyt heists, sinners, disbelievers, criminals)." Those who were deemed weak 
will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, when you 
ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And each of them (parties) will 
conceal their own regrets (for disobeying Allah during this worldly life), when they behold the 
torment. And We shall put iron collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they 
requited aught except what they used to do) (34:31-33) Allah said: 



(And Shaytan (Satan) will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a 
promise of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over you 
except that I called you, and you responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. I 
cannot help you, nor can you help me. I deny your former act in associating me (Satan) as a 
partner with Allah (by obeying me in the life of the world). Verily, there is a painful torment 
for the Zalimin (polyt heists and wrongdoers).) (14:22) 

Allah then said: 



(...and they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them.) meaning, 
when they see Allah's torment, their power and means of salvation are all cut off, and they will 
have no way of making amends, nor will they find away of escape from the Fire. ' Ata' reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas said about: 



(then all their relations will be cut off from them.) "meaning the friendship." Mujahid reported 
a similar statement in another narration by Ibn Abu Najih. 

Allah said: 



(And those who followed will say: "If only we had one more chance to return (to the worldly 
life), we would disown (declare ourselves as innocent from) them as they have disowned 
(declared themselves as innocent from) us.") 

This Ayah means: x If we only had a chance to go back to the life so that we could disown them 
(their idols, leaders, etc.) shun their worship, ignore them and worship Allah Alone instead.' 
But they utter a lie in this regard, because if they were given the chance to go back, they 
would only return to what they were prohibited from doing, just as Allah said. This is why Allah 
said: 



(Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regrets for them.) meaning, their works will vanish 
and disappear. Similarly, Allah said: 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, polytheists, sinners) did, and We shall 
make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.) (25:23) 

Allah also said: 



(The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which 
the wind blows furiously on a stormy day.) (14:18), and: 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks 
it to be water.) (24:39) 

This is why Allah said at the end of the Ayah 2:167 above 



(And they will never get out of the Fire.) 



(168.0 mankind! Eat of that which is lawful and good on the earth, and follow not the footsteps 
of Shaytan (Satan). Verily, he is to you an open enemy.) (169. He (Satan) commands you only 
what is evil and Fahsha' (sinful), and that you should say about Allah what you know not.) 



The Order to eat the Lawful Things, and the Prohibition of 
following the Footsteps of Shaytan 

After Allah stated that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him and that He Alone 
created the creation, He stated that He is the Sustainer for all His creation, and He mentioned 
a favor that He granted them; He has allowed them to eat any of the pure lawful things on the 
earth that do not cause harm to the body or the mind. He also forbade them from following the 
footsteps of Shaytan, meaning his ways and methods with which he misguides his followers, like 
prohibiting the Bahirah (a she-camel whose milk was spared for the idols and nobody was 
allowed to milk it), or Sa'ibah (a she-camel let loose for free pasture for the idols and nothing 
was allowed to be carried on it), or a Wasilah (a she-camel set free for idols because it has 
given birth to a she-camel at its first delivery and then again gives birth to a she-camel at its 
second delivery), and all of the other things that Shaytan made attractive to them during the 
time of Jahiliyyah. Muslim recorded " lyad bin Himar saying that Allah's Messenger said that 
Allah the Exalted says, 



« 

('Every type of wealth I have endowed My servants is allowed for them...' (until), 'I have 
created My servants Hunafa' (pure or upright), but the devils came to them and led them astray 
from their (true) religion and prohibited them from what I allowed for them. ') 

Allah said: 



(...he isto you an open enemy.) 



warning against Satan. Allah said in another instance: 



(Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only invites his Hizb 
(followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) (35:6), and: 



(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me while 
they are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for the Zalimin (polyt heists, and 
wrongdoers, etc).) (18:50) 

Qatadah and As-Suddi commented on what Allah said: 



(...and follow not the footsteps of Shaytan (Satan)): 

Every act of disobedience to Allah is among the footsteps of Satan. 

' Abd bin Humayd reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "Any vow or oath that one makes while angry, 
is among the footsteps of Shaytan and its expiation is that of the vow. " Allah's statement: 



(He (Satan) commands you only what is evil and Fahsha (sinful), and that you should say about 
Allah what you know not.) 

The verse means: 'Your enemy, Satan, commands you to commit evil acts and what is worse 
than that, such as adultery and so forth. He commands you to commit what is even worse, that 
is, saying about Allah without knowledge.' So this includes every innovator and disbeliever. 



(170 When it is said to them: "Follow what Allah has sent down." They say: "Nay! We shall 
follow what we found our fathers following." (Would they do that!) even though their fathers 
did not understand anything nor were they guided) (171. And the example of those who 
disbelieve is as that of him who shouts to those (flock of sheep) that hear nothing but calls and 
cries. (They are) deaf, dumb and blind. Sb they do not understand.) 

The Polytheist imitates Other Polytheists 

Allah states that if the disbelievers and polytheists are called to follow what Allah has revealed 
to His Messenger and abandon the practices of misguidance and ignorance that they indulge in, 
they will say, "Rather. We shall follow what we found our fathers following," meaning, 
worshipping the idols and the false deities. Allah criticized their reasoning: 



((Would they do that!) even though their fathers), meaning, those whom they follow and whose 
practices they imitate, and: 



(...did not understand anything nor were they guided) meaning, they had no sound 
understanding or guidance. Ibn Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that this was revealed 
about a group of Jews whom Allah's Messenger called to Islam, but they refused, saying, 
"Rather, we shall follow what we found our forefathers following." 3d Allah revealed this Ayah 
(2:170) above." 



The Disbeliever is just like an Animal 

Allah then made a parable of the disbelievers, just as He said in another Ayah: 



(For those who believe not in the Hereafter is an evil description.) (16:60) 
Similarly, Allah said here (2:171 above) 



(And the example of those who disbelieve...) meaning, in their injustice, misguidance and 
ignorance, they are just like wandering animals, not understanding what they are told; if the 
shepherd heralds them or calls them to what benefits them, they would not understand what is 
actually being said to them, for they only hear unintelligible sounds. This is what is reported 
from Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, ' Ata', Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 'Ata' Al- 
Khurasani and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. 



(They are deaf, dumb, and blind.) means, they are deaf, as they do not hear the truth; mute, 
as they do not utter it; and blind, as they do not see or recognize its path and way. 



(So they do not understand.) means, they do not comprehend or understand anything. 



(172. you who believe (in the Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful 
things that We have provided you with, and be grateful to Allah, if it is indeed He Whom you 
worship). (173. He has forbidden you only the Maitah (dead animals), and blood, and the flesh 
of swine, and that which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah. But if one is forced 
by necessity without willful disobedience nor transgressing due limits, then there is no sin on 
him. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



The Command to eat Pure Things and the Explanation of the 

Prohibited Things 

Allah commands His believing servants to eat from the pure things that He has created for 
them and to thank Him for it, if they are truly His servants. Eating from pure sources is a cause 
for the acceptance of supplications and acts of worship, just as eating from impure sources 
prevents the acceptance of supplications and acts of worship, as mentioned in a Hadith 
recorded by Imam Ahmad, that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(0 people! Allah is Tayyib (Pure and Good) and only accepts that which is Tayyib. Allah has 
indeed commanded the believers with what He has commanded the Messengers, for He said: (O 
(you) Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. Verily, I am well -acquainted 
with what you do) (23:51), and: (0 you who believe! Eat of the lawful things that We have 
provided you with) He then mentioned a man, (who is engaged in a long journey, whose hair is 
untidy and who is covered in dust, he raises his hands to the sky, and says, ' Lord! Lord!' 



Yet, his food is from the unlawful, his drink is from the unlawful, his clothes are from the 
unlawful, and he was nourished by the unlawful, so how can it (his supplication) be accepted") 
It was also recorded by Muslim and At-Tirmidhi 

After Allah mentioned how He has blessed His creatures by providing them with provisions, and 
after commanding them to eat from the pure things that He has provided them, He then stated 
that He has not prohibited anything for them, except dead animals. Dead animals are those 
that die before being slaughtered; whether they die by strangling, a violent blow, a headlong 
fall, the goring of horns or by being partly eaten by a wild animal. Dead animals of the sea are 
excluded from this ruling, as is explained later, Allah willing, as Allah said: 



(Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) watergame and its use for food) (5:96), and because of the 
Hadith about the whale recorded in the Sahih. The Musnad, Al-Muwatta' and the Sunan 
recorded the Prophet saying about the sea: 



« » 

(Its water is pure and its dead are permissible.) 

Ash-ShafTi, Ahmad, Ibn Majah, and Ad-Daraqutni reported that Ibn ' Umar said that the 
Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(We have been allowed two dead things and two bloody things: fish and locusts; and liver and 
spleen). 

We will mention this subject again in Surat Al-Ma'idah (chapter 5 in the Qur'an), In sha' Allah (if 
Allah wills). 

Issue: According to Ash-ShafTi and other scholars, milk and eggs that are inside dead 
unslaughtered animals are not pure, because they are part of the dead animal. In one narration 
from him, Malik said that they are pure themselves, but become impure because of their 
location. Smilarly, there is a difference of opinion over the cheeses (made with the milk) of 
dead animals. The popular view of the scholars is that it is impure, although they mentioned 
the fact that the Companions ate from the cheeses made by the Magians (fire worshippers). 
Hence, Al-Qurtubi commented: "Since only a small part of the dead animal is mixed with it, 
then it is permissible, because a minute amount of impurity does not matter if it is mixed with 
a large amount of liquid." Ibn Majah reported that Salman said that Allah's Messenger was asked 
about butter, cheese and fur. He said: 



» 



« 



(The allowed is what Allah has allowed in His Book and the prohibited is what Allah has 
prohibited in His Book. What He has not mentioned is a part of what He has pardoned.) 

Allah has prohibited eating the meat of swine, whether slaughtered or not, and this includes its 
fat, either because it is implied, or because the term Lahm includes that, or by analogy. 
Similarly prohibited are offerings to other than Allah, that is what was slaughtered in a name 
other than His, be it for monuments, idols, divination, or the other practices of the time of 
Jahiliyyah. Al-Qurtubi mentioned that ' Aishah was asked about what non-Muslims slaughter for 
their feasts and then offer some of it as gifts for Muslims. She said, "Do not eat from what has 
been slaughtered for that day, (or feast) but eat from their vegetables." 



The Prohibited is Allowed in Cases of Emergency 

Then Allah permitted eating these things when needed for survival or when there are no 
permissible types of food available. Allah said: 



(But if one is forced by necessity without willful disobedience nor transgressing due limits), 
meaning, without transgression or overstepping the limits, 



(...then there is no sin on him.) meaning, if one eats such items, for, 



(Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

Mujahid said, "If one is forced by necessity without willful disobedience nor transgressing the 
set limits. For example, if he didn't, then he would have to resort to highway robbery, rising 
against the rulers, or some other kinds of disobedience to Allah, then the permission applies to 
him. If one does so transgressing the limits, or continually, or out of disobedience to Allah, 
then the permission does not apply to him even if he is in dire need." The same was reported 
from Sa' id bin Jubayr. Sa' id and Muqatil bin Hayyan are reported to have said that without 
willful disobedience means, "Without believing that it is permissible." It was reported that Ibn 
" Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(. ..without willful disobedience nor transgressing) saying, "Without willful disobedience means 
eating the dead animal and not continuing to do so. Qatadah said: 



(without willful disobedience) "Without transgressing by eating from the dead animals, that is 
when the lawful is available." 

Issue: When one in dire straits finds both dead animals, and foods belong to other people 
which he could get without risking the loss of his hands or causing harm, then it is not allowed 
for him to eat the dead animals. Ibn Majah reported that " Abbad bin Shurahbil Al-Ghubari said, 
"One year we suffered from famine. I came to Al-Madinah and entered a garden. I took some 
grain that I cleaned, and ate, then I left some of it in my garment. The owner of the garden 
came, roughed me up and took possession of my garment. I then went to Allah's Messenger and 
told him what had happened. He said to the man: 



» 



« 



(You have not fed him when he was hungry - or he said starving - nor have you taught him if he 
was ignorant.) 

The Prophet commanded him to return x Abbad's garment to him, and to offer him a Wasq 
(around 180 kilograms) - or a half Wasq - of food 

This has a sufficiently strong chain of narrators and there are many other witnessing narrations 
to support it, such as the Hadith that ' Amr bin Shu' ayb narrated from his father that his 
grandfather said: Allah's Messenger was asked about the hanging clusters of dates. He said: 



» 

« 

(There is no harm for whoever takes some of it in his mouth for a necessity without putting it in 
his garment.) 

Muqatil bin Hayyan commented on: 



(...then there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) "For what is eaten 
out of necessity." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Allah is pardoning for what has been eaten of the 
unlawful, and Merciful' in that He allowed the prohibited during times of necessity." Masruq 
said, "Whoever is in dire need, but does not eat or drink until he dies, he will enter the Fire." 
This indicates that eating dead animals for those who are in need of it for survival is not only 
permissible but required. 



(174. Verily, those who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book, and purchase a small 
gain therewith (of worldly things), they eat into their bellies nothing but fire. Allah will not 
speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor purify them, and theirs will be a painful 
torment). (175. Those are they who have purchased error at the price of guidance, and 
torment at the price of forgiveness. So how bold they are (for evil deeds which will push them) 
to the Fire). (176. That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in truth. And 
verily, those who disputed as regards the Book are far away in opposition). 



Criticizing the Jews for concealing what Allah revealed 

Allah said: 



(Verily, those who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book.) Meaning the Jews who 
concealed their Book's descriptions of Muhammad , all of which testify to his truth as a 
Messenger and a Prophet. They concealed this information so that they would not lose 



authority and the position that they had with the Arabs, where they would bring them gifts, 
and honor them. The cursed Jews feared that if they announced what they know about 
Muhammad , then the people would abandon them and follow him. So they hid the truth so 
that they may retain the little that they were getting, and they sold their souls for this little 
profit. They preferred the little that they gained over guidance and following the truth, 
believing in the Messenger and having faith in what Allah was sent him with. Therefore, they 
have profited failure and loss in this life and the Hereafter. 

As for this world, Allah made the truth about His Messenger known anyway, by the clear signs 
and the unequivocal proofs. Thereafter, those whom the Jews feared would follow the Prophet 
, believed in him and followed him anyway, and so they became his supporters against them. 
Thus, the Jews earned anger on top of the wrath that they already had earned before, and 
Allah criticized them again many times in His Book. For instance, Allah said in this Ayah (2:174 
above) : 



(Verily, those who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book, and purchase a small gain 
therewith (of worldly things).) meaning, the joys and delights of this earthly life. Allah said: 



(...they eat into their bellies nothing but fire,) meaning, whatever they eat in return for hiding 
the truth, will turn into a raging fire in their stomachs on the Day of Resurrection. 

Similarly, Allah said: 



(Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, they eat up only fire into their 
bellies, and they will be burnt in the blazing Fire!) (4:10) 

Also, reported in an authentic Hadith isthat Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Those who eat or drink in golden or silver plates are filling their stomachs with the fire of 
Jahannam (Hell).) 

Allah said: 



(Allah will not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor purify them, and theirs will be a 
painful torment.) 

This is because Allah is furious with them for concealing the truth. They thus deserve Allah's 
anger, so Allah will not look at them or purify them, meaning that He will not praise them but 
will cause them to taste a severe torment. Then, Allah said about them: 



(Those are they who have purchased error for guidance.) 

Hence, they opposed the guidance, that is, not announcing the Prophet's description they find 
in their Books, the news about his prophecy and the good news of his coming which the 
previous Prophets proclaimed, as well as following and believing in him. Instead, they 
preferred misguidance by denying him, rejecting him and concealing his descriptions that were 
mentioned in their Books. Allah said: 



(...and torment at the price of forgiveness,) meaning, they preferred torment over forgiveness 
due to the sins they have committed. Allah then said: 



(So how bold they are (for evil deeds which will push them) to the Fire.) 

Allah states that they will suffer such severe, painful torment that those who see them will be 
amazed at how they could bear the tremendous punishment, torture and pain that they will 
suffer. We seek refuge with Allah from this evil end. RAI I ah's Statement: 



(That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in truth. ) means, they deserve this 
painful torment because Allah has revealed Books to His Messenger Muhammad , and the 
Prophets before him, and these revelations bring about truth and expose falsehood. Yet, they 
took Allah's signs for mockery. Their Books ordered them to announce the truth and to spread 
the knowledge, but instead, they defied the knowledge and rejected it. This Final Messenger 
Muhammad called them to Allah, commanded them to work righteousness and forbade them 
from committing evil. Yet, they rejected, denied and defied him and hid the truth that they 
knew about him. They, thus, mocked the Ayat that Allah revealed to His Messengers, and this is 
why they deserved the torment and the punishment. This is why Allah said here (2:176): 



(That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in truth. And verily, those who 
disputed about the Book are far away in opposition.) 



(177. It is not Birr that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west; but Birr is the one who 
believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and gives his wealth, in 
spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the poor), and to the 
wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set servants free, performs As- Sal ah (Iqamat-As-Salah), 
and gives the Zakah, and who fulfill their covenant when they make it, and who are patient in 
extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time of fighting (during the battles). Such 
are the people of the truth and they are Al-Muttaqun (the pious).) 



Al-Birr (Piety, Righteousness) 

This Ayah contains many great wisdoms, encompassing rulings and correct beliefs. 

As for the explanation of this Ayah, Allah first commanded the believers to face Bayt Al-Maqdis, 
and then to face the Ka bah during the prayer. This change was difficult for some of the 
People of the Book, and even for some Muslims. Then Allah sent revelation which clarified the 
wisdom behind this command, that is, obedience to Allah, adhering to His commands, facing 
wherever He commands facing, and implementing whatever He legislates, that is the objective. 
This is Birr, Taqwa and complete faith. Facing the east or the west does not necessitate 
righteousness or obedience, unless it is legislated by Allah. This is why Allah said: 



(It is not Birr that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west (in prayers); but Birr is the 
one who believes in Allah and the Last Day,) 

Similarly, Allah said about the sacrifices: 



(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is the piety from you that 
reaches Him.) (22:37) 

Abu AI-* Aliyah said, "The Jews used to face the west for their Qiblah, while the Christians used 
to face the east for their Qiblah. So Allah said: 



(It is not Birr that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west (in prayers)) (2: 177) 
meaning, "this is faith, and its essence requires implementation." Smilar was reported from Al- 
Hasan and Ar-RabP bin Anas. Ath-Thawri recited: 



(but Birr is the one who believes in Allah,) and said that what follows are the types of Birr. He 
has said the truth. Certainly, those who acquire the qualities mentioned in the Ayah will have 
indeed embraced all aspects of Islam and implemented all types of righteousness; believing in 
Allah, that He is the only God worthy of worship, and believing in the angels the emissaries 
between Allah and His Messengers. 

The ' Books' are the Divinely revealed Books from Allah to the Prophets, which were finalized 
by the most honorable Book (the Qur'an). The Qur'an supercedes all previous Books, it mentions 
all types of righteousness, and the way to happiness in this life and the Hereafter. The Qur'an 
abrogates all previous Books and testf ies to all of Allah's Prophets, from the first Prophet to the 
Final Prophet, Muhammad, may Allah's peace and blessings be upon them all. 

Allah's statement: 



(...and gives his wealth, in spite of love for it,) refers to those who give money away while 
desiring it and loving it. It is recorded in the Sahihayn that Abu Hurayrah narrated that the 
Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(The best charity is when you give it away while still healthy and thrifty, hoping to get rich and 
fearing poverty.) 

Allah said: 



(And they give food, inspite of their love for it, to the Miskin (the poor), the orphan, and the 
captive (saying): "We feed you seeking Allah's Face only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks 
from you.") (76:8, 9) 

and: 



(By no means shall you attain Birr unless you spend of that which you love.) (3:92) Allah's 
statement: 



(...and give them preference over themselves even though they were in need of that) (59:9) 
refers to a higher category and status, as the people mentioned here give away what they 
need, while those mentioned in the previous Ayat give away what they covet (but not 
necessarily need). 

Allah's statement: 



(the kinsfolk) refers to man's relatives, who have more rights than anyone else to one's charity, 
as the Hadith supports: 



» 



« 

(Sadaqah (i. e., charity) given to the poor is a charity, while the Sadaqah given to the relatives 
is both Sadaqah and Slah (nurturing relations), for they are the most deserving of you and your 
kindness and charity). 

Allah has commanded kindness to the relatives in many places in the Qur'an. 



(to the orphans) The orphans are children who have none to look after them, having lost their 
fathers while they are still young, weak and unable to find their own sustenance since they 
have not reached the age of work and adolescence. ' Abdur-Razzaq reported that 'AM said that 
the Prophet said: 



(and to Al-Masakin) The Miskin is the person who does not have enough food, clothing, or he 
has no dwelling. 3d the Miskin should be granted the provisions to sustain him enough so that 
he can acquire his needs. In the Sahihayn it is recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's 
Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(The Miskin is not the person who roams around, and whose need is met by one or two dates or 
one or two bites. Rather, the Miskin is he who does not have what is sufficient, and to whom 
the people do not pay attention and, thus, do not give him from the charity.) 



(and to the wayfarer) is the needy traveler who runs out of money and should, thus, be granted 
whatever amount that helps him to go back to his land. Such is the case with whoever intends 
to go on a permissible journey, he is given what he needs for his journey and back. The guests 
are included in this category. Al i bin Abu Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Ibn As-Sabil 
(wayfarer) isthe guest who is hosted by Muslims." Furthermore, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu 
Ja'far Al-Baqir, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Muqatil bin 
Hayyan said similarly. 



(and to those who ask) refers to those who beg people and are thus given a part of the Zakah 
and general charity. 



(and to set servants free) These are the servants who seek to free themselves, but cannot find 
enough money to buy their freedom. We will mention several of these categories and types 
under the Tafsir of the Ayah on Sadaqah in Surat Bara'ah chapter 9 in the Qur'an , In sha' 
Allah. 

Allah's statement: 



(performs As-Salah (Iqamat-As-Salah)) means those who pray on time and give the prayer its 
due right; the bowing, prostration, and the necessary attention and humbleness required by 
Allah. Allah's statement: 



(and gives the Zakah) means the required charity (Zakah) due on one's money, as Sa' id bin 
Jubayr and Muqatil bin Hayyan have stated. 

Allah's statement: 



(and who fulfill their covenant when they make it,) 
issimilar to: 



(Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and break not the Mithaq (bond, treaty, covenant).) 
(13:20) 



The opposite of this characteristic is hypocrisy. Astound in a Hadith: 



» 



« 



(The signs of a hypocrite are three: if he speaks, he lies; if he promises, he breaks his promise; 
and if he is entrusted, he breaches the trust.) 

In another version: 



» 



« 



(If he speaks, he lies; if he vows, he breaks his vow; and if he disputes, he is lewd.) 
Allah's statement: 



(. ..and who are patient in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time of fighting 
(during the battles).) means, during the time of meekness and ailment. 



(...and at the time of fighting (during the battles).) means on the battlefield while facing the 
enemy, as Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn " Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Murrah Al-Hamdani, Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Abu Malik, Ad- 
Dahhak and others have stated. 

And calling them the patient here, is a form of praise, because of the importance of patience 
in these circumstances, and the suffering and difficulties that accompany them. And Allah 
knows best, it is He Whom help is sought from, and upon Him we rely. 

Allah's statement: 



(Such are the people of the truth) means, whoever acquires these qualities, these are truthful 
in their faith. This is because they have achieved faith in the heart and realized it in deed and 
upon the tongue. So they are the truthful, 



(and they are Al-Muttaqun (the pious).) because they avoided the prohibitions and performed 
the acts of obedience. 



(178. O you who believe! Al-Qisas (the Law of equality) is prescribed for you in case of murder: 
the free for the free, the slave for the slave, and the female for the female. But if the killer is 
forgiven by the brother (or the relatives) of the killed (against blood money), then it should be 
sought in a good manner, and paid to him respectfully. This is an alleviation and a mercy from 
your Lord. So after this, whoever transgresses the limits (i.e. kills the killer after taking the 
blood money), he shall have a painful torment.) (179. And there is (a saving of) life for you in 
Al-Qisas (the Law of equality in punishment), men of understanding, that you may acquire 
Taqwa.) 



The Command and the Wisdom behind the Law of Equality 

Allah states: believers! The Law of equality has been ordained on you (for cases of murder), 
the free for the free, the slave for the slave and the female for the female. Therefore, do not 
transgress the set limits, as others before you transgressed them, and thus changed what Allah 
has ordained for them. The reason behind this statement is that (the Jewish tribe of) Banu An- 
Nadir invaded Qurayzah (another Jewish tribe) during the time of Jahiliyyah (before Islam) and 
defeated them. Hence, (they made it a law that) when a person from Nadir kills a person from 
Quraizah, he is not killed in retaliation, but only pays a hundred Wasq of dates. However, when 
a person from Quraizah kills a Nadir man, he would be killed for him. If Nadir wanted (to 
forfeit the execution of the murderer and instead require him) to pay a ransom, the Quraizah 
man pays two hundred Wasq of dates double the amount Nadir pays in Diyah (blood money) . 
So Allah commanded that justice be observed regarding the penal code, and that the path of 
the misguided and mischievous persons be avoided, who in disbelief and transgression, defy 
and alter what Allah has commanded them. Allah said: 



(Al-Qisas (the Law of equality in punishment) is prescribed for you in case of murder: the free 
for the free, the slave for the slave, and the female for the female.) 

Allah's statement: 



(the free for the free, the slave for the slave, and the female for the female.) was abrogated 
by the statement life for life (5:45). However, the majority of scholars agree that the Muslim is 
not killed for a disbeliever whom he kills. Al- Bukhari reported that A.I i narrated that Allah's 
Messenger said: 



« » 

(The Muslim is not killed for the disbeliever (whom he kills).) 

No opinion that opposes this ruling could stand correct, nor is there an authentic Hadith to 
contradict it. However, Abu Hanifah thought that the Muslim could be killed for a disbeliever, 
following the general meaning of the Ayah (5:45) in Surat Al-Ma'idah (chapter 5 in the Qur'an). 

The Four Imams (Abu Hanifah, Malik, ShafT i and Ahmad) and the majority of scholars stated 
that the group is killed for one person whom they murder. ' Umar said, about a boy who was 
killed by seven men, "If all the residents of San' a' (capital of Yemen today) collaborated on 
killing him, I would kill them all." No opposing opinion was known by the Companions during 
that time which constitutes a near Ijma' (consensus). There is an opinion attributed to Imam 
Ahmad that a group of people is not killed for one person whom they kill, and that only one 
person is killed for one person. Ibn Al-Mundhir also attributed this opinion to Mu* adh, Ibn Az- 
Zubayr, 'Abdul-Malik bin Marwan, Az-Zuhri, Ibn Srin and Habib bin Abu Thabit. Allah's 
statement: 



(But if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives) of the killed (against blood 
money), then it should be sought in a good manner, and paid to him respectfully.) refers to 
accepting blood money (by the relatives of the victim in return for pardoning the killer) in 
cases of intentional murder. This opinion is attributed to Abu AI-'Aliyah, Abu Sha' tha', 
Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ata' Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Muqatil bin Hayyan. Ad-Dahhak said 
that Ibn ' Abbas said: 



(But if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives) of the killed (against blood 
money)) means the killer is pardoned by his brother (i.e., the relative of the victim) and 
accepting the Diyah after capital punishment becomes due (against the killer), this is the 'Afw 
(pardon mentioned in the Ayah)." Allah's statement: 



(...then it should be sought in a good manner,) means, when the relative agrees to take the 
blood money, he should collect his rightful dues with kindness: 



( and paid to him respectfully.) means, the killer should accept the terms of settlement 
without causing further harm or resisting the payment. 



Allah's statement: 



(This is an alleviation and a mercy from your Lord.) means the legislation that allows you to 
accept the blood money for intentional murder is an alleviation and a mercy from your Lord. It 
lightens what was required from those who were before you, either applying capital 
punishment or forgiving. 

Sa' id bin Mansur reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Children of Israel were required to apply 
the Law of equality in murder cases and were not allowed to offer pardons (in return for blood 
money). Allah said to this Ummah (the Muslim nation): 



(The Law of equality in punishment is prescribed for you in case of murder: the free for the 
free, the servant for the servant, and the female for the female. But if the killer is forgiven by 
the brother (or the relatives) of the killed (against blood money),) 

Hence, 'pardoning' or 'forgiving' means accepting blood money in intentional murder cases." 
Ibn Hibban also recorded this in hisSahih. Qatadah said: 



(This is an alleviation from your Lord) 



Allah had mercy on this Ummah by giving them the Diyah which was not allowed for any nation 
before it. The People of the Torah (Jews) were allowed to either apply the penal code (for 
murder, i.e., execution) or to pardon the killer, but they were not allowed to take blood 
money. The People of the Injil (the Gospel - the Christians) were required to pardon (the killer, 
but no Diyah was legislated). This Ummah (Muslims) is allowed to apply the penal code 
(execution) or to pardon and accept the blood money." Smilar was reported from Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. 

Allah's statement: 



(So after this whoever transgresses the limits, he shall have a painful torment.) means, those 
who kill in retaliation after taking the Diyah or accepting it, they will suffer a painful and 
severe torment from Allah. The same was reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, " Ata' ' Ikrimah, 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan. 



The Benefits and Wisdom of the Law of Equality 

Allah's statement: 



(And there is life for you in Al-Qisas) legislating the Law of equality, i.e., killing the murderer, 
carries great benefits for you. This way, the sanctity of life will be preserved because the killer 
will refrain from killing, as he will be certain that if he kills, he would be killed. Hence life will 
be preserved. In previous Books, there is a statement that killing stops further killing! This 
meaning came in much clearer and eloquent terms in the Qur'an: 



(And there is (a saving of) life for you in Al-Qisas (the Law of equality in punishment).) 

Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "Allah made the Law of equality a life'. Hence, how many a man who 
thought about killing, but this Law prevented him from killing for fear that he will be killed in 
turn." Smilar statements were reported from Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Muqatil bin Hayyan. Allah's statement: 



(O men of understanding, that you may acquire Taqwa.) means, * you who have sound minds, 
comprehension and understanding! Perhaps by this you will be compelled to refrain from 



transgressing the prohibitions of Allah and what He considers sinful. ' Taqwa (mentioned in the 
Ayah) is a word that means doing all acts of obedience and refraining from all prohibitions. 



(180. It is prescribed for you, when death approaches any of you, if he leaves wealth, that he 
makes a bequest to parents and next of kin, according to reasonable manners. (This is) a duty 
upon Al-Muttaqin (the pious).) (181. Then whoever changes it after hearing it, the sin shall be 
on those who make the change. Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) (182. But he who fears 
from a testator some unjust act or wrongdoing, and thereupon he makes peace between the 
parties concerned, there shall be no sin on him. Certainly, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



Including Parents and Relatives in the Will was later abrogated 

This Ayah contains the command to include parents and relatives in the will, which was 
obligatory, according to the most correct view, before the Ayah about inheritance was 
revealed. When the Ayah of inheritance was revealed, this Ayah was abrogated, so fixed shares 
of the inheritance for deserving recipients were legislated by Allah. Therefore, deserving 
inheritors take their fixed inheritance without the need to be included in the will or to be 
reminded of the favor of the inherited person. For this reason we see the Hadith narrated in 
the Sunan and other books that * Amr bin Kharijah said: I heard Allah's Messenger saying in a 
speech: 



» 



« 



(Allah has given each heir his fixed share. So there is no will for a deserving heir.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Muhammad bin Srin said: Ibn 'Abbas recited Surat Al-Baqarah 
(chapter 2 in the Qur'an) until he reached the Ayah: 



(...if he leaves wealth, that he makes a bequest to parents and next of kin.) 

He then said, "This Ayah was abrogated." This was recorded by Sa' id bin Mansur and Al-Hakim 
in his Mustadrak Al-Hakim Said, "It is Sahih according to their criteria (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)". 
Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that Allah's statement: 



(a bequest to parents and next of kin) 
was abrogated by the Ayah: 



(There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left by parents and those nearest 
related, whether the property be small or large a legal share.) (4:7) 

Ibn Abu Hatim then said, "It was reported from Ibn ' Umar, Abu Musa, Sa' id bin Musayyib, Al- 
Hasan, Mujahid, " Ata' Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Srin, ' Ikrimah, Zayd bin Aslam and Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas. Qatadah, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Tawus, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Shurayh, 
Ad-Dahhak and Az-Zuhri said that this Ayah (2:180 above) was abrogated by the Ayah about the 
inheritors (4:7)." 



The Will for the Relatives that do not qualify as Inheritors 

It is recommended that the remaining relatives who do not have a designated fixed share of 
the inheritance, be willed up to a third, due to the general meaning of the Ayah about the will. 
It is recorded in the Sahihayn that Ibn ' Umar said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(It is not permissible for any Muslim who has something to will to stay for two nights without 
having his last will and testament written and kept ready with him.) 

Ibn " Umar commented, "Ever since I heard this statement from Allah's Messenger , no night has 
passed, but my will is kept ready with me." There are many other Ayat and Ahadith ordering 
kindness and generosity to one's relatives. 

The Will should observe Justice 

The will should be fair, in that one designates a part of the inheritance to his relatives without 
committing injustice against his qualified inheritors and without extravagance or stinginess. It 
is recorded in the Sahihayn that Sa' d bin Abu Waqqas said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I have some 
money and only a daughter inherits from me, should I will all my remaining property (to 
others)" He said, "No." Sa d said, "Then may I will half of it" He said, "No." Sa' d said, "One- 
third" He said, "Yes, one-third, yet even one-third istoo much. It is better for you to leave your 
inheritors wealthy than to leave them poor, begging from others." Al-Bukhari mentioned in his 
Sahih that Ibn 'Abbas said, "I recommend that people reduce the proportion of what they 
bequeath by will to a fourth (of the whole legacy) rather than a third, for Allah's Messenger 
said: 



« » 



(One-third, yet even one-third istoo much.)" 
Allah's statement: 



(Then whoever changes it after hearing it, the sin shall be on those who make the change. 
Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) means, whoever changed the will and testament or 
altered it by addition or deletion, including hiding the will as is obvious, then 



(the sin shall be on those who make the change. ) 



Ibn ' Abbas and others said, "The dead person's reward will be preserved for him by Allah, while 
the sin is acquired by those who change the will." 



(Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) means, Allah knows what the dead person has 
bequeathed and what the beneficiaries (or others) have changed in the will. 

Allah's statement: 



(But he who fears from a testator some unj ust act or wrongdoing,) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-RabP bin Anas and As-Suddi said, "Error." 
These errors include such cases as when the inheritor indirectly acquires more than his fair 
share, such as by being allocated that a certain item mentioned in the legacy be sold to him. 
Or, the testator might include his daughter's son in the legacy to increase his daughter's share 
in the inheritance, and so forth. Such errors might occur out of the kindness of the heart 
without thinking about the consequences of these actions, or by sinful intention. In such cases, 
the executive of the will and testament is allowed to correct the errors and to replace the 
unjust items in the will with a better solution, so that both the Islamic law and what the dead 
person had wished for are respected and observed. This act would not constitute an alteration 
in the will and this is why Allah mentioned it specifically, so that it is excluded from the 
prohibition (that prohibits altering the will and testament) mentioned in the previous Ayah. 
And Allah knows best. 



The Virtue of Fairness in the Will 

Abdur-Razzaq reported that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(A man might perform the works of righteous people for seventy years, but when he dictates 
his will, he commits injustice and thus his works end with the worst of his deeds and he enters 
the Fire. A man might perform the works of evil people for seventy years, but then dictates a 
just will and thus ends with the best of his deeds and then enters Paradise.) 

Abu Hurayrah then said, "Read if you wish: 



(These are the limitsordained by Allah, so do not transgressthem.)" (2:229) 



(183. O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before 
you, that you may acquire Taqwa.) (184. Fast for a fixed number of days, but if any of you is ill 
or on a journey, the same number (should be made up) from other days. And as for those who 
can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man), they have (a choice either to fast or) to feed a 
Miskin (poor person) (for every day). But whoever does good of his own accord, it is better for 
him. And that you fast is better for you if only you know.) 



The Order to Fast 

In an address to the believers of this Ummah, Allah ordered them to fast, that is, to abstain 
from food, drink and sexual activity with the intention of doing so sincerely for Allah the 
Exalted alone. This is because fasting purifies the souls and cleanses them from the evil that 
might mix with them and their ill behavior. Allah mentioned that He has ordained fasting for 
Muslims just as He ordained it for those before them, they being an example for them in that, 
so they should vigorously perform this obligation more obediently than the previous nations. 
Similarly, Allah said: 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way. If Allah had willed, He would 
have made you one nation, but that (He) may test you in what He has given you; so compete in 
good deeds.) (5:48) 

Allah said in this Ayah: 



(Oyou who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that 
you may have Taqwa).) since the fast cleanses the body and narrows the paths of Shaytan. In 
the Sahihayn the following Hadith was recorded: 



» 



« 



.(0 young people! Whoever amongst you can afford marriage, let him marry. Whoever cannot 
afford it, let him fast, for it will be a shield for him.) 

Allah then states that the fast occurs during a fixed number of days, so that it does not become 
hard on the hearts, thereby weakening their resolve and endurance.) 

The various Stages of Fasting 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that ' A'ishah said, "(The day of) x Ashura' was a day of fasting. 
When the obligation to fast Ramadan was revealed, those who wished fasted, and those who 
wished did not." Al-Bukhari recorded the same from Ibn ' Umar and Ibn Mas' ud. 

Allah said: 



(...those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man), they have (a choice either to fast or) 
to feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day).) 

Mif adh commented, "In the beginning, those who wished, fasted and those who wished, did 
not fast and fed a poor person for each day." Al- Bukhari recorded Salamah bin Al-Akwa' saying 
that when the Ayah: 



(...those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man), they have (a choice either to fast or) 
to feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day).) was revealed, those who did not wish to fast, 
used to pay the Fidyah (feeding a poor person for each day they did not fast) until the 
following Ayah (2:185) was revealed abrogating the previous Ayah. It was also reported from 
x Ubaydullah from NafT that Ibn ' Umar said; "It was abrogated." As-Suddi reported that Murrah 
narrated that ' Abdullah said about this Ayah: 



(those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man), they have (a choice either to fast or) to 
feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day).) "It means 'those who find it difficult (to fast).' 
Formerly, those who wished, fasted and those who wished, did not but fed a poor person 
instead." Allah then said: 



(But whoever does good of his own accord) meaning whoever fed an extra poor person, 



(it is better for him. And that you fast is better for you) Later the Ayah: 



(So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan, i.e., is 
present at his home), he must observe Sawm (fasting) that month) (2:185) was revealed and 
this abrogated the previous Ayah (2:184). 



The Fidyah (Expiation) for breaking the Fast is for the Old and the 

Ailing 

Al-Bukhari reported that ' Ata heard Ibn ' Abbas recite: 



(And as for those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man), they have (a choice either to 
fast or) to feed a Miskin (poor person) (for every day).) 

Ibn " Abbas then commented, "(This Ayah) was not abrogated, it is for the old man and the old 
woman who are able to fast with difficulty, but choose instead to feed a poor person for every 
day (they do not fast)." Others reported that Sa' id bin Jubayr mentioned this from Ibn * Abbas. 
So the abrogation here applies to the healthy person, who is not traveling and who has to fast, 
as Allah said: 



(So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan, i.e., is 
present at his home), he must observe Sawm (fasting) that month.) (2:185) 

As for the old man (and woman) who cannot fast, he is allowed to abstain from fasting and 
does not have to fast another day instead, because he is not likely to improve and be able to 
fast other days. So he is required to pay a Fidyah for every day missed. This is the opinion of 
Ibn 'Abbas and several others among the Salaf who read the Ayah: 



(And as for those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g., an old man)) to mean those who find it 
difficult to fast as Ibn Mas' ud stated. This is also the opinion of Al-Bukhari who said, "As for the 
old man (person) who cannot fast, (he should do like) Anas who, for one or two years after he 
became old fed some bread and meat to a poor person for each day he did not fast." 

This point, which Al-Bukhari attributed to Anas without a chain of narrators, was collected with 
a continuous chain of narrators by Abu Ya* la Mawsuli in his Musnad, that Ayyub bin Abu 
Tamimah said; "Anas could no longer fast. So he made a plate of Tharid (broth, bread and 
meat) and invited thirty poor persons and fed them." The same ruling applies for the pregnant 
and breast-feeding women if they fear for themselves or their children or fetuses. In this case, 
they pay the Fidyah and do not have to fast other days in place of the daysthat they missed. 



(185. The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for mankind and 
clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). 3d whoever of you 
sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan, i.e., is present at his home), 
he must observe Sawm (fasting) that month, and whoever is ill or on a journey, the same 
number of days which one did not observe Sawm (fasting) must be made up from other days. 
Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for you. (He wants 
that you) must complete the same number (of days), and that you must magnify Allah i.e., to 
say Takbir (Allahu Akbar: Allah is the Most Great) for having guided you so that you may be 
grateful to Him.) 



The Virtue of Ramadan and the Revelation of the Qur'an in it. 

Allah praised the month of Ramadan out of the other months by choosing it to send down the 
Glorious Qur'an, just as He did for all of the Divine Books He revealed to the Prophets. Imam 
Ahmad reported Wathilah bin Al-Asqa' that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(The Suhuf (Pages) of Ibrahim were revealed during the first night of Ramadan. The Torah was 
revealed during the sixth night of Ramadan. The Injil was revealed during the thirteenth night 
of Ramadan. Allah revealed the Qur'an on the twenty-fourth night of Ramadan.) 



The Virtues of the Qur'an 

Allah said: 



(...a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right 
and wrong).) 

Here Allah praised the Qur'an, which He revealed as guidance for the hearts of those who 
believe in it and adhere to its commands. Allah said: 



(and clear proofs) meaning, as clear and unambiguous signs and unequivocal proof for those 
who understand them. These proofs testify to the truth of the Qur'an, its guidance, the 
opposite of misguidance, and how it guides to the straight path, the opposite of the wrong 
path, and the distinction between the truth and falsehood, and the permissible and the 
prohibited. 

The Obligation of Fasting Ramadan 

Allah said: 



(So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan, i.e., is 
present at his home), he must observe Sawm (fasting) that month.) 

This Ayah requires the healthy persons who witness the beginning of the month, while residing 
in their land, to fast the month. This Ayah abrogated the Ayah that allows a choice of fasting or 
paying the Fidyah. When Allah ordered fasting, He again mentioned the permission for the ill 
person and the traveler to break the fast and to fast other days instead as compensation. Allah 
said: 



(...and whoever is ill or on a journey, the same number of days which one did not observe 
Sawm (fasting) must be made up from other days.) 



This Ayah indicates that ill persons who are unable to fast or fear harm by fasting, and the 
traveler, are all allowed to break the fast. When one does not fast in this case, he is obliged to 
fast other days instead. Allah said: 



(Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for you.) 

This Ayah indicatesthat Allah allowed such persons, out of His mercy and to make matters easy 
for them, to break the fast when they are ill or traveling, while the fast is still obligatory on 
the healthy persons who are not traveling. 

Several Rulings concerning the Fast 

The authentic Sunnah states that Allah's Messenger traveled during the month of Ramadan for 
the battle for Makkah. The Prophet marched until he reached the area of Kadid and then broke 
his fast and ordered those who were with him to do likewise. This was recorded in the Two 
Sahihs. Breaking the fast mentioned in this Hadith was not required, for the Companions used 
to go out with Allah's Messenger during the month of Ramadan, then, some of them would fast 
while some of them would not fast and neither category would criticize the others. If the 
command mentioned in the Hadith required breaking the fast, the Prophet would have 
criticized those who fasted. Allah's Messenger himself sometimes fasted while traveling. For 
instance, it is reported in the Two Sahihs that Abu Ad-Darda' said, "We once went with Allah's 
Messenger during Ramadan while the heat was intense. One of us would place his hand on his 
head because of the intense heat. Only Allah's Messenger and 'Abdullah bin Rawahah were 
fasting at that time." 

We should state that observing the permission to break the fast while traveling is better, as 
Allah's Messenger said about fasting while traveling: 



« » 

(Those who did not fast have done good, and there is no harm for those who fasted.) 
In another Hadith, the Prophet said: 

« » 

(Hold to Allah's permission that He has granted you.) 

Some scholars say that the two actions are the same, as 'A'ishah narrated that Hamzah bin 
'Amr Al-Aslami said, "0 Messenger of Allah! I fast a lot, should I fast while traveling" The 
Prophet said: 



« » 

(Fast if you wish or do not fast if you wish.) 

This Hadith is in the Two Sahihs. It was reported that if the fast becomes difficult (while 
traveling), then breaking the fast is better. Jabir said that Allah's Messenger saw a man who 
was being shaded (by other people while traveling). The Prophet asked about him and he was 
told that man was fasting. The Prophet said: 

« » 

(It is not a part of Birr (piety) to fast while traveling.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. 

As for those who ignore the Sunnah and believe in their hearts that breaking the fast while 
traveling isdisliked, they are required to break the fast and are not allowed to fast. 

As for making up for missed fasting days, it is not required to be consecutive. One may do so 
consecutively or not consecutively. There are ample proofs to this fact. We should mention 
that fasting consecutive days is only required exclusively during Ramadan. After the month of 
Ramadan, what is required then is to merely make up for missed days. This is why Allah said: 



(. ..the same number (should be made up) from other days.) 

Ease and not Hardship 

Allah then said: 



(Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for you.) 
Imam Ahmad recorded Anas bin Malik saying that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(Treat the people with ease and don't be hard on them; give them glad tidings and don't fill 
them with aversion.) 



This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs. It is reported in the Sahihayn that Allah's 
Messenger said to Mif adh and Abu Musawhen he sent them to Yemen: 



» 

« 

(Treat the people with ease and don't be hard on them; give them glad tidings and don't fill 
them with aversion; and love each other, and don't differ.) 

The Sunan and the Musnad compilers recorded that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 



(I was sent with the easy Hanifiyyah (Islamic Monotheism).) 
Allah's statement: 



(Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for you. (He wants 
that you) must complete the same number (of days)) means: You were allowed to break the 
fast while ill, while traveling, and so forth, because Allah wanted to make matters easy for 
you. He only commanded you to make up for missed days so that you complete the days of one 
month. 



Remembering Allah upon performing the Acts of Worship 

Allah's statement: 



(...and that you must magnify Allah i.e., tosayTakbir (Allahu Akbar: Allah istheMost Great) 
for having guided you) means: So that you remember Allah upon finishing the act of worship. 
This is similar to Allah's statement: 



(So when you have accomplished your Manasik, (rituals) remember Allah as you remember your 
forefathers or with far more remembrance.) (2:200) and: 



(...Then when the (Jumu' ah) Salah (prayer) is ended, you may disperse through the land, and 
seek the bounty of Allah (by working), and remember Allah much, that you may be successful.) 
(62:10) and: 



(...and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting. And 
during a part of the night, glorify His praises, and after the prayers.) (50:39, 40) 

This is why the Sunnah encouraged Tasbih (saying Subhan Allah, i.e., all praise is due to Allah), 
Tahmid (saying Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah, i.e., all the thanks are due to Allah) and Takbir (saying Allahu 
Akbar, i.e., Allah isthe Most Great) after the compulsory prayers. Ibn 'Abbas said, "We used to 
know that Allah's Messenger has finished the prayer by the Takbir." Similarly, several scholars 
have stated that reciting Takbir the during " Id-ul-Fitr was specified by the Ayah that states: 



((He wants that you) must complete the same number (of days), and that you must magnify 
Allah i.e., to say Takbir (Allahu Akbar: Allah isthe Most Great) for having guided you...) 
Allah's statement: 



(...so that you may be grateful to Him.) means: If you adhere to what Allah commanded you, 
obeying Him by performing the obligations, abandoning the prohibitions and abiding by the set 
limits, then perhaps you will be among the grateful. 



(186. And when My servants ask you (0 Muhammad concerning Me, then answer them), I am 
indeed near (to them by My knowledge). I respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he 
calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor). 3d let them obey Me and believe in Me, so 
that they may be led aright.) 



Allah hears the Servant's Supplication 

Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Musa Al-Asrf ari said, "We were in the company of Allah's 
Messenger during a battle. Whenever we climbed a high place, went up a hill or went down a 
valley, we used to say, 'Allah is the Most Great,' raising our voices. The Prophet came by us 
and said: 



» 



« 

(0 people! Be merciful to yourselves (i.e., don't raise your voices), for you are not calling a 
deaf or an absent one, but One Who is All-Hearer, All-Seer. The One Whom you call is closer to 
one of you than the neck of his animal. ' Abdullah bin Qais (Abu Musa's name) should I teach 
you a statement that is a treasure of Paradise: ' La hawla wa la quwwata ilia bill ah (there is no 
power or strength except from Allah).') 

This Hadith was also recorded in the Two Sahihs, and Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi and 
Ibn Majah recorded similar wordings. Furthermore, Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that 
the Prophet said: 



» 
« 

("Allah the Exalted said, 'I am as My servant thinks of Me, and I am with him whenever he 
invokes Me.') Allah accepts the Invocation 

Imam Ahmad also recorded Abu Sa' id saying that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



« » 

(No Muslim supplicates to Allah with a Dif a that does not involve sin or cutting the relations of 
the womb, but Allah will grant him one of the three things. He will either hasten the response 
to his supplication, save it for him until the Hereafter, or would turn an equivalent amount of 
evil away from him.") They said, "What if we were to recite more (Du~ a)." He said, (There is 
more with Allah.) 

* Abdullah the son of Imam Ahmad recorded ' Ubadah bin As-Samit saying that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(There is no Muslim man on the face of the earth who supplicates to Allah but Allah would 
either grant it to him, or avert a harm from him of equal proportions, as long as his 
supplication does not involve sin or cutting the relations of the womb.) At-Tirmidhi recorded 
this Hadith. 

Imam Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(One's supplication will be accepted as long as he does become get hasty and say, 
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Allah accepts the Invocation 

Imam Ahmad also recorded Abu Sa' id saying that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



« » 

(No Muslim supplicates to Allah with a Du' a that does not involve sin or cutting the relations of 
the womb, but Allah will grant him one of the three things. He will either hasten the response 
to his supplication, save it for him until the Hereafter, or would turn an equivalent amount of 
evil away from him.") They said, "What if we were to recite more (Dif a)." He said, (There is 
more with Allah.) 

x Abdullah the son of Imam Ahmad recorded ' Ubadah bin As-Samit saying that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(There is no Muslim man on the face of the earth who supplicates to Allah but Allah would 
either grant it to him, or avert a harm from him of equal proportions, as long as his 
supplication does not involve sin or cutting the relations of the womb.) At-Tirmidhi recorded 
this Hadith. 

Imam Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

: » 

« 

(One's supplication will be accepted as long as he does become get hasty and say, ' I have 
supplicated but it has not been accepted from me.") 

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihsfrom Malik, and this is the wording of Al-Bukhari. 

Muslim recorded that the Prophet said: 

» 
« 



: » 
« 

(The supplication of the servant will be accepted as long as he does not supplicate for what 
includes sin, or cutting the relations of the womb, and as long as he does not become hasty.) 



He was asked, "0 Messenger of Allah! How does one become hasty" He said, (He says, ' I 
supplicated and supplicated, but I do not see that my supplication is being accepted from me.' 
He thus looses interest and abandons supplicating (to Allah).) 



Three Persons Whose Supplication will not be rejected 

In the Musnad of Imam Ahmad and the Sunans of At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah it is 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Three persons will not have their supplication rejected: the just ruler, the fasting person until 
breaking the fast, and the supplication of the oppressed person, for Allah raises it above the 
clouds on the Day of Resurrection, and the doors of heaven will be opened for it, and Allah 
says, ' By My grace! I will certainly grant it for you, even if after a while.') 



(187. It is made lawful for you to have sexual relations with your wives on the night of As-Syam 
(fasting). They are Libas i.e., body-cover, or screen for you and you are Libasfor them. Allah 
knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted your repentance) 
and forgave you. So now have sexual relations with them and seek that which Allah has 
ordained for you (offspring), and eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears 
to you distinct from the black thread (darkness of night), then complete your fast till the 
nightfall. And do not have sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in I'tikaf in 
the Masjids. These are the limits (set) by Allah, so approach them not. Thus does Allah make 
clear His Ayat to mankind that they may acquire Taqwa.) 

Eating, Drinking and Sexual Intercourse are allowed during the 

Nights of Ramadan 

These Ayat contain a relief from Allah for the Muslims by ending the practice that was observed 
in the early years of Islam. At that time, Muslims were allowed to eat, drink and have sexual 
intercourse only until the * Isha' (Night) prayer, unless one sleeps before the 'Isha' prayer. 
Those who slept before ' Isha' or offered the ' Isha' prayer, were not allowed to drink, eat or 
sexual intervourse sex until the next night. The Muslimsfound that to be difficult for them. 

The Ayat used the word ' Rafath' to indicate sexual intercourse, according to Ibn 'Abbas, ' At a' 
and Mujahid. Similar Tafsir was off ered by Sa' id bin Jubayr, Tawus, Salim bin 'Abdullah, 'Amr 
bin Dinar, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Az-Zuhri, Ad-Dahhak, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, As-Suddi, 'At a' Al- 
Khurasani and Muqatil bin Hayyan. 

Allah said: 



(They are Libas i.e., body-cover, or screen for you and you are Libasfor them.) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan 
said that this Ayah means, "Your wives are a resort for you and you for them." Ar-Rabi' bin Anas 
said, "They are your cover and you are their cover." In short, the wife and the husband are 
intimate and have sexual intercourse with each other, and this is why they were permitted to 
have sexual activity during the nights of Ramadan, so that matters are made easier for them. 

Abu Ishaq reported that Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said, "When the Companions of Allah's Messenger 
observed fast but would sleep before breaking their fast, they would continue fasting until the 
following night. Qays bin Srmah Al-Ansari was fasting one day and was working in his land. 
When the time to break the fast came, he went to his wife and said, ' Do you have food' She 
said, ' No. But I could try to get you some.' His eyes then were overcome by sleep and when his 
wife came back, she found him asleep. She said, ' Woe unto you! Did you sleep' In the middle of 
the next day, he lost consciousness and mentioned what had happened to the Prophet . Then, 
this Ayah was revealed: r 



(It is made lawful for you to have sexual relations with your wives on the night of As-9'yam 
(fasting)) until... 



(and eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the black 
thread (darkness of night), then complete your fast till the nightfall. ) Consequently, they were 
very delighted." Al-Bukhari reported this Hadith by Abu Ishaq who related that he heard Al- 
Bara' say, "When fasting Ramadan was ordained, Muslims used to refrain from sleeping with 
their wives the entire month, but some men used to deceive themselves. Allah revealed: 



(Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted your 
repentance) and forgave you.) 

'AM bin Abu Talhah narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "During the month of Ramadan, after 
Muslims would pray ' Isha', they would not touch their women and food until the next night. 
Then some Muslims, including ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, touched (had sex with) their wives and 
had some food during Ramadan after ' Isha'. They complained to Allah's Messenger . Then Allah 
sent down: 



(Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted your 
repentance) and forgave you. 3d now have sexual relations with them)" This is the same 
narration that Al-' Awfi related from Ibn ' Abbas. 

Allah said: 



(. ..and seek that which Allah has ordained for you (offspring),) 

Abu Hurayrah, Ibn 'Abbas, Anas, Shurayh Al-Qadi, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ata', 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi, Zayd bin Aslam, Hakam bin ' Utbah, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, and others said that this Ayah refers to having offspring. 
Qatadah said that the Ayah means, "Seek the permission that Allah has allowed for you." Sa' id 
narrated that Qatadah said, 



(and seek that which Allah has ordained for you,) 

Time for Suhur 

Allah said: 



(...and eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the 
black thread (darkness of night), then complete your fast till the nightfall.) 

Allah has allowed eating and drinking, along with having sexual intercourse, as we have stated, 
during any part of the night until the light of dawn is distinguished from the darkness of the 
night. Allah has described that time as ' distinguishing the white thread from the black thread.' 
He then made it clearer when He said: 



(of dawn.) 

As stated in a Hadith that Imam Abu ' Abdullah Al-Bukhari recorded, Sahl bin Sa'd said, "When 
the following verse was revealed: 



(Eat and drink until the white thread appears to you, distinct from the black thread) and (of 
dawn) was not revealed, some people who intended to fast, tied black and white threads to 
their legs and went on eating till they differentiated between the two. Allah then revealed the 
words, (of dawn), and it became clear to them that it meant (the darkness of) night and (the 
light of) day. " 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ash-Sha' bi said that ' Adi said, "I took two strings, one black and the 
other white and kept them under my pillow and went on looking at them throughout the night, 
but could not make any distinction between the two. So, the next morning I went to Allah's 
Messenger and told him the whole story. He said: 



» 

« 

(Your pillow is very wide if the white and black threads are under it!) Some wordings for this 
Hadith read, 

« » 

(Your Qafa (back side of your neck) is wide!) 

Some people said that these words meant that " Adi was not smart. This is a weak opinion. The 
narration that Al-Bukhari collected explains this part of the Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that 
' Adi bin Hatim narrated: I said, "O Messenger of Allah! What is the white thread from the black 
thread Are they actual threads" He said: 

» 

« : 

(Your Qafa is wide if you see the two threads. Rather, they are the blackness of the night and 
the whiteness of the daylight.) 

Suhur is recommended 

Allah allowed eating and drinking until dawn, it represents proof that Suhur is encouraged, 
since it is a Rukhsah (concession or allowance) and Allah likes that the Rukhsah is accepted and 
implemented. The authentic Sunnah indicates that eating the Suhur is encouraged. It is 
reported in the Two Sahihsthat Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 



(Eat the Suhur, for there is a blessing in Suhur.) 

Muslim reported that ' Amr bin Al-' As narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(The distinction between our fast and the fast of the People of the Book isthe meal of Suhur.) 
Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Sa' id narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 



« 



(Suhur is a blessed meal. Hence, do not abandon it, even if one just takes a sip of water. 
Indeed, Allah and His angels send Salah (blessings) upon those who eat Suhur.) 

There are several other Hadithsthat encourage taking the Suhur, even if it only consists of a 
sip of water. 

It is preferred that Suhur be delayed until the time of dawn. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs 
that Anas bin Malik narrated that Zayd bin Thabit said, "We had Suhur with Allah's Messenger 
and then went on to pray." Anas asked, "How much time was there between the Adhan (call to 
prayer) and the Suhur" He said, "The time that fifty Ayat take (to recite)." 

Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Dharr saying that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(My Ummah will always retain goodness as long as they hasten in breaking the fast and delay 
the Suhur.) 

There are several Hadithsthat narrate that the Prophet called Suhur "the blessed meal." 

There are narrations from several of the Salaf that they allowed the Suhur to be eaten later 
until close to Fajr. This is is reported from Abu Bakr, * Umar, ' Ali, Ibn Mas' ud, Hudhayfah, Abu 
Hurayrah, Ibn 'Umar, Ibn 'Abbas and Zayd bin Thabit. It is also reported from many of the 



TabHn, such as Muhammad bin Al i bin Husayn, Abu Mijlaz, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Abu Ad-Duha, 
Abu Wa'il and other companions of Ibn Mas' ud. This is also the opinion of ' Ata', Al-Hasan, 
Hakam bin x Uyainah, Mujahid, x Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Abu Sha' tha' Jabir bin Zayd, Al- A' mash 
and Ma* mar bin Rashid. We have mentioned the chains of narrations for their statements in our 
(Ibn Kathir's) book about Syam (Fasting), and all praise is due to Allah. 

It is also recorded in the Two Sahihs that Al-Qasim said that 'A'ishah narrated that Allah's 
Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(The Adhan pronounced by Bilal should not stop you from taking Suhur, for he pronounces the 
Adhan at night. Hence, eat and drink until you hear the Adhan by Ibn Umm Maktum, for he 
does not call the Adhan until dawn.) 

This is the wording collected by Al-Bukhari. 

Imam Ahmad reported that Qays bin Talq quoted from his father that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(Dawn is not the (ascending) glow of white light of the horizon. Rather, it is the red (radiating) 
light.) 

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi also recorded this Hadith, but their wording is: 

» 

« 

(Eat and drink and do not be rushed by the ascending (white) light. Eat and drink until the 
redness (of the dawn) appears.) 

Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari) recorded that Samurah bin Jundub narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 
« 

(Do not be stopped by Bilal's Adhan or the (ascending) whiteness, until it spreads.) Muslim also 
recorded this Hadith. 

There is no Harm in beginning the Fast while Junub (a state of 

major ritual impurity) 

Issue: Among the benefits of allowing sexual activity, eating and drinking until dawn for those 
who are fasting, is that it is allowed to start the fast while Junub (in the state of impurity after 
sexual discharge), and there is no harm in this case if one takes a bath any time in the morning 
after waking up, and completes the fast. This is the opinion of the Four Imams and the majority 
of the scholars. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that * Aishah and Umm Salamah said that 
Allah's Messenger used to wake up while Junub from sexual intercourse, not wet dreams, and 
he would take a bath and fast. Umm Salamah added that he would not break his fast or make 
up for that day. 

Muslim recorded that ' A'ishah said that a man asked: 

: Fasting ends at 
Sunset 

Allah said: 



(...then complete your fast till the nightfall.) 

This Ayah orders breaking the fast at sunset. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 

« 

(If the night comes from this direction (the east), and the day departs from that direction (the 
west), then the fasting person breaks his fast.) 

It is reported that Sahl bin Sa' d As-Sa' idi narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(The people will retain goodness as long asthey hasten in breaking the fast.) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said: 

: » 

« 

(Allah the Exalted said, 'The dearest among My servants to Me are those who hasten in 
breaking the fast the most.') 

At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith and said that this Hadith is Hasan Gharib. 



Prohibition of Uninterrupted Fasting (Wisal) 



There are several authentic Hadiths that prohibit Al-Wisal, which means continuing the fast 
through the night to the next night, without eating. Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Hurayrah saying 
that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 



» 

« 

(Do not practice Al-Wisal in fasting.) 3d, they said to him, "But you practice Al-Wisal, O Allah's 
Messenger!" The Prophet replied, "(I am not like you, I am given food and drink during my sleep 
by my Lord.) ,3d, when the people refused to stop Al-Wisal, the Prophet fasted two days and 
two nights (along with those who practiced Wisal) and then they saw the crescent moon (of the 
month of Shawwal). The Prophet said to them (angrily): 



« » 

(If the crescent had not appeared, I would have made you fast for a longer period.) 

That was as a punishment for them (when they refused to stop practicing Al-Wisal). This Hadith 
is also recorded in the Sahihayn. 

The prohibition of Al-Wisal was also mentioned in a number of other narrations. It is a fact that 
practicing Al-Wisal was one of the special qualities of the Prophet , for he was capable and 
assisted in his practice of it. It is obvious that the food and drink that the Prophet used to get 
while practicing Al-Wisal was spiritual and not material, otherwise he would not be practicing 
Al-Wisal. We should mention that it is allowed to refrain from breaking the fast from sunset 
until before dawn (Suhur). A Hadith narrated by Abu Sa' id Khudri states that Allah's Messenger 
said: 

» 

« 

(Do not practice Al-Wisal, but whoever wishes is allowed to practice it until the Suhur.) 
They said, "You practice Al-Wisal, Messenger of Allah!" He said: 

» 

« 

(I am not similar to you, for I have One Who makes me eat and drink during the night.) This 
Hadith is also collected in the Two Sahihs. 

The Rulings of I tikaf 

Allah said: 



(And do not have sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in I" tikaf in the 
Masjids.) 



'AM bin Abu Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This Ayah is about the man who stays in 
Ttikaf at the mosque during Ramadan or other months, Allah prohibited him from touching 
(having sexual intercourse with) women, during the night or day, until he finishes his Ttikaf." 
Ad-Dahhak said, "Formerly, the man who practiced Ttikaf would go out of the mosque and, if 
he wished, would have sexual intercourse (with hiswife). Allah then said: 



(And do not have sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in Ttikaf in the 
Masjids.) meaning, ' Do not touch your wives as long as you are in Ttikaf, whether you were in 
the mosque or outside of it'." It is also the opinion of Mujahid, Qatadah and several other 
scholars, that the Muslims used to have sexual intercourse with the wife while in Ttikaf if they 
departed the mosque until the Ayah was revealed. Ibn Abu Hatim commented, "It was reported 
that Ibn Mas' ud, Muhammad bin Ka'b, Mujahid, ' Ata' Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, 
Ar-RabT bin Anas and Muqatil said that the Ayah means, 'Do not touch the wife while in 
Ttikaf."' 

What Ibn Abu Hatim reported from these people is the agreed upon practice among the 
scholars. Those who are in Ttikaf are not allowed to have sexual intercourse as long as they 
are still in Ttikaf in the mosque. If one has to leave the mosque to attend to a need, such as to 
relieve the call of nature or to eat, he is not allowed to kiss or embrace his wife or to busy 
himself with other than his Ttikaf. He is not even allowed to visit ailing persons, but he can 
merely ask about their condition while passing by. Ttikaf has several other rulings that are 
explained in the books (of Fiqh), and we have mentioned several of these rulings at the end of 
our book on Syam (Fasting), all praise is due to Allah. Furthermore, the scholars of Fiqh used 
to follow their explanation of the rules for fasting with the explanation of the rules for T tikaf, 
asthis isthe way these actsof worship were mentioned in the Qur'an. 

By mentioning Ttikaf after fasting, Allah draws attention to practicing Ttikaf during the month 
of the fast, especially the last part of the month. The Sunnah of Allah's Messenger is that he 
used to perform Ttikaf during the last ten nights of the month of Ramadan until he died. 
Afterwards, the Prophet's wives used to perform Ttikaf as the Two Sahihs recorded from 
'A'ishah the Mother of the believers. It is reported in the Two Sahihs that Safiyyah, the 
daughter of Huyai, went to Allah's Messenger to visit him in the mosque while he was in Ttikaf. 
She had a talk with him for a while, then she got up in order to return home. The Prophet 
accompanied her back home, as it was night. Her house was at Usamah bin Zayd's house on the 
edge of Al-Madinah. While they were walking, two Ansari men met them and passed by them in 
a hurry, for they were shy to bother the Prophet while he was walking with his wife. He told 
them: 



« » 

(Do not run away! She is (my wife) Safiyyah bint Huyai.) Both of them said, "All praise is due to 
Allah, (How dare we think of any evil) Allah's Messenger!" The Prophet said (to them): 



» 



« 

(Shaytan reaches everywhere in the human body, that the blood reaches. I was afraid lest 
Shaytan might suggest an evil thought in your minds.) 

Imam Ash-Shafi" i commented, "Allah's Messenger sought to teach his Ummah to instantly 
eliminate any evil thought, so that they do not fall into the prohibited. They (the two Ansari 
men) had more fear of Allah than to think evil of the Prophet . Allah knows best." 

The Ayah (2:187) prohibits sexual intercourse and anything like kissing or embracing that might 
lead to it during T tikaf. As for having the wife helping the husband, it is allowed. It is reported 
in the Two Sahihs that ' Aishah said, "Allah's Messenger would bring his head near me (in her 
room) and I would comb his hair, while I was on my menses. He would enter the room only to 
attend to what a man needs." 

Allah's statement: 



(These are the limits (set) by Allah) means, 'This is what We have explained, ordained, 
specified, allowed and prohibited for fasting. We also mentioned the fast's objectives, what is 
permitted during it, and what is required of it. These are the set limitsthat Allah has legislated 
and explained, so do not come near them or transgress them.' ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam said, "(Allah's set limits mentioned in the Ayah) mean these four limits (and he then 
recited): 



(It is made lawful for you to have sexual relations with your wives on the night of As-Syam 
(fasting).) and he recited up to: 



(then complete your Sawm (fast) till the nightfall.) My father and other's used to say similarly 
and recite the same Ayah to us." 

Allah said: 



(Thus does Allah make clear His Ayat to mankind) meaning, ' Just as He explains the fast and its 
rulings, He also explains the other rulings by the words of His servant and Messenger, 
Muhammad .' Allah continues: 



(to mankind that they may attain Taqwa.) meaning, 'So that they know how to acquire the 
true guidance and how to worship (Allah).' Similarly, Allah said: 



(It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servant (Muhammad ) that He may bring you out 
from (types of) darkness into the light. And verily, Allah is to you full of kindness, Most 
Merciful.) (57:9) 



(188. And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any illegal way, e.g., stealing, robbing, 
deceiving), nor give bribery to the rulers (judges before presenting your cases) that you may 
knowingly eat up a part of the property of others sinfully.) 

Bribery is prohibited and is a Sin 

AM bin Abu Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This (Ayah 2:188) is about the indebted 
person when there is no evidence of the loan. So he denies taking the loan and the case goes to 
the authorities, even though he knows that it is not his money and that he is a sinner, 
consuming what is not allowed for him." This opinion was also reported from Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayan and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam. They all stated, "Do not dispute when you know that you are being unjust." 



The Judge's Ruling does not allow the Prohibited or prohibit the 

Lawful 

It is reported in the Two Sahihsthat Umm Salamah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 



« 



(I am only human! You people present your cases to me, and as some of you may be more 
eloquent and persuasive in presenting his argument, I might issue a judgment in his benefit. So, 
if I give a Muslim's right to another, I am really giving him a piece of fire; so he should not take 
it.) 

The Ayah and the Hadith prove that the judgment of the authorities in any case does not 
change the reality of the truth. Hence, the ruling does not allow what is in fact prohibited or 
prohibit what is in fact allowed. It is only applicable in that case. So if the ruling agrees with 
the truth, then there is no harm in this case. Otherwise, the judge will acquire his reward, 
while the cheater will acquire the evil burden. 

This is why Allah said: 



(And eat up not one another's property unjustly, nor give bribery to the rulers (judges before 
presenting your cases) that you may knowingly eat up a part of the property of others sinfully.) 
meaning, 'While you know the falsehood of what you claim. ' Qatadah said, "O son of Adam! 
Know that the judge's ruling does not allow you what is prohibited or prohibit you from what is 
allowed. The judge only rules according to his best judgment and according to the testimony of 
the witnesses. The judge is only human and is bound to make mistakes. Know that if the judge 
erroneously rules in some one's favor, then that person will still encounter the dispute when 
the disputing parties meet Allah on the Day of Resurrection. Then, the unjust person will be 
judged swiftly and precisely with that which will surpass whatever he acquired by the 
erroneous judgment he received in the life of thisworld." 



(189. They ask you (0 Muhammad) about the crescents. Say: "These are signs to mark fixed 
periods of time for mankind and for the pilgrimage." It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, etc.) 
that you enter the houses from the back, but Al-Birr is from Taqwa. So enter houses through 
their proper doors, and have Taqwa of Allah that you may be successful.) 

The Crescent Moons 

Al-' Awfi related that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The people asked Allah's Messenger about the crescent 
moons. Thereafter, this Ayah was revealed: 



(They ask you (0 Muhammad) about the crescents. Say, "These are signs to mark fixed periods 
of time for mankind...) so that they mark their acts of worship, the " Iddah (the period of time 
a divorced woman or a widow is required to wait before remarrying) of their women and the 
time of their Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah)." x Abdur-Razzaq reported that Ibn x Umar narrated 
that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(Allah has made the crescents signs to mark fixed periods of time for mankind. Hence, fast on 
seeing it (the crescent for Ramadan) and break the fast on seeing it (the crescent for 
Shawwal). If it (the crescent) was obscure to you then count thirty days (mark that month as 
thirty days).) WThis Hadith was also collected by Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak, and he said, "The 
chain isSahih, and they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not recorded it." 



Righteousness comes from Taqwa 



Allah said: 



(It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, etc.) that you enter the houses from the back, but Al- 
Birr isfrom Taqwa. 3d enter housesthrough their proper doors.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, they used to enter the 
house from the back upon assuming the Ihram. Thereafter, Allah revealed (the following Ayah): 



(It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, etc.) that you enter the houses from the back but Al-Birr 
isfrom Taqwa. So enter housesthrough their proper doors.) 

Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded the same Hadith from Al-Bara' but with the wording; "The 
Ansar used to enter their houses from the back when returning from a journey. Thereafter, this 
Ayah (2:189 above) was revealed..." 

Al-Hasan said, "When some people during the time of Jahiliyyah would leave home to travel, 
and then decide not to travel, they would not enter the house from its door. Rather, they 
would climb over the back wall. Allah the Exalted said: 



(It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness) that you enter the houses from the back,)." 
Allah's statement: 



(...and have Taqwa of Allah that you may be successful.) Have Taqwa of Allah, means to do 
what He has commanded you and refrain from what He has forbidden for you, 



(that you may be successful.) tomorrow when you stand before Him and He thus rewards you 
perfectly. 



(190. And fight in the way of Allah those who fight you, but transgress not the limits. Truly, 
Allah likes not the transgressors.) (191. And kill them wherever you find them, and turn them 
out from where they have turned you out. And Al-Fitnah is worse than killing. And fight not 
with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the sanctuary at Makkah), unless they (first) fight you there. 
But if they attack you, then kill them. Such is the recompense of the disbelievers. ) (192. But if 
they cease, then Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (193. And fight them until there is no 
more Fitnah (disbelief and worshipping of others along with Allah) and the religion (all and 
every kind of worship) is for Allah (Alone). But if they cease, let there be no transgression 
except against Az-Zalimin (the polyt heists and wrongdoers).) 



The Command to fight Those Who fight Muslims and killing Them 

wherever They are found 

Abu Ja' far Ar-Razi said that Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that Abu AI-'Aliyah commented on what 
Allah said: 



(And fight in the way of Allah those who fight you,) 

Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "This was the first Ayah about fighting that was revealed in Al-Madinah. 
Ever since it was revealed, Allah's Messenger used to fight only those who fought him and avoid 
non-combatants. Later, Surat Bara'ah (chapter 9 in the Qur'an) was revealed." ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam said similarly, then he said that this was later abrogated by the Ayah: 



(then kill them wherever you find them) (9:5). 

However, this statement is not plausible, because Allah's statement: 



(...those who fight you) applies only to fighting the enemies who are engaged in fighting Islam 
and its people. So the Ayah means, ' Fight those who fight you', just as Allah said (in another 
Ayah): 



(...and fight against the Mushrikin collectively asthey fight against you collectively.) (9:36) 
This is why Allah said later in the Ayah: 



(And kill them wherever you find them, and turn them out from where they have turned you 
out.) meaning, ' Your energy should be spent on fighting them, just as their energy is spent on 
fighting you, and on expelling them from the areas from which they have expelled you, as a 
law of equality in punishment.' 

The Prohibition of mutilating the Dead and stealing from the 

captured Goods 

Allah said: 



(but transgress not the limits. Truly, Allah likes not the transgressors.) 

This Ayah means, 'Fight for the sake of Allah and do not be transgressors,' such as, by 
committing prohibitions. Al-Hasan Al-Basri stated that transgression (indicated by the Ayah), 
"includes mutilating the dead, theft (from the captured goods), killing women, children and old 
people who do not participate in warfare, killing priests and residents of houses of worship, 
burning down trees and killing animals without real benefit." This is also the opinion of Ibn 
" Abbas, ' Umar bin ' Abdul-' Aziz, Muqatil bin Hayyan and others. Muslim recorded in his Sahih 
that Buraydah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(Fight for the sake of Allah and fight those who disbelieve in Allah. Fight, but do not steal 
(from the captured goods), commit treachery, mutilate (the dead), or kill a child, or those who 
reside in houses of worship.) 

It is reported in the Two Sahihs that Ibn ' Umar said, "A woman was found dead during one of 
the Prophet's battles and the Prophet then forbade killing women and children. " There are 
many other Hadithson this subject. 



Shirk is worse than Killing 

Since Jihad involves killing and shedding the blood of men, Allah indicated that these men are 
committing disbelief in Allah, associating with Him (in the worship) and hindering from His 
path, and this is a much greater evil and more disastrous than killing. Abu Malik commented 
about what Allah said: 



(And Al-Fitnah is worse than killing.) Meaning what you (disbelievers) are committing is much 
worse than killing." Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 
Ad-Dahhak and Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that what Allah said: 



(And Al-Fitnah isworse than killing.) "Shirk (polytheism) is worse than killing. 



Fighting in the Sacred Area is prohibited, except in Self-Defense 

Allah said: 



(And fight not with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the sanctuary at Makkah)) 
It is reported in the Two Sahihsthat the Prophet said: 



» 



« : 

(Allah has made this city a sanctuary since the day He created the heavens and the earth. So, it 
is a sanctuary by Allah's decree till the Day of Resurrection. Fighting in it was made legal for 
me only for an hour in the daytime. 3d, it (i.e., Makkah) is a sanctuary, by Allah's decree, from 
now on until the Day of Resurrection. Its trees should not be cut, and its grass should not be 
uprooted. If anyone mentions the fighting in it that occurred by Allah's Messenger, then say 
that Allah allowed His Messenger, but did not allow you.) 

In this Hadith, Allah's Messenger mentions fighting the people of Makkah when he conquered it 
by force, leading to some deaths among the polytheists in the area of the Khandamah. This 
occurred after the Prophet proclaimed: 



» 



« 



(Whoever closed his door is safe. Whoever entered the (Sacred) Mosque is safe. Whoever 
entered the house of Abu Sufyan is also safe.) 

Allah said: 



(...unless they (first) fight you there. But if they attack you, then kill them. Such is the 
recompense of the disbelievers.) 

Allah states: ' Do not fight them in the area of the Sacred Mosque unless they start fighting you 
in it. In this case, you are allowed to fight them and kill them to stop their aggression.' Hence, 
Allah's Messenger took the pledge from his Companions under the tree (in the area of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah) to fight (the polyt heists), after the tribes of Quraysh and their allies, Thaqif and 
other groups, collaborated against the Muslims (to stop them from entering Makkah to visit the 
Sacred House). Then, Allah stopped the fighting before it started between them and said: 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them in the midst of 
Makkah, after He had made you victors over them.) (48:24) and: 



(Had there not been believing men and believing women whom you did not know, that you may 
kill them and on whose account a sin would have been committed by you without (your) 
knowledge, that Allah might bring into His mercy whom He wills if they (the believers and the 
disbelievers) had been apart, We verily, would have punished those of them who disbelieved 
with painful torment.) (48:25) 

Allah's statement: 



(But if they cease, then Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) which means, * If they 
(polyt heists) cease fighting you in the Sacred Area, and come to Islam and repent, then Allah 
will forgive them their sins, even if they had before killed Muslims in Allah's Sacred Area.' 
Indeed, Allah's forgiveness encompasses every sin, whatever its enormity, when the sinner 
repents it. 

The Order to fight until there is no more Fitnah 

Allah then commanded fighting the disbelievers when He said: 



(...until there is no more Fitnah) meaning, Shirk. This is the opinion of Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Al- 
' Aliyah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-RabT , Muqatil bin Hayyan, As-Suddi and Zayd bin 
Aslam. 

Allah's statement: 



(...and the religion (all and every kind of worship) is for Allah (Alone).) means, 'So that the 
religion of Allah becomes dominant above all other religions.' It is reported in the Two Sahihs 
that Abu Musa AI-AslV ari said: "The Prophet was asked, * Allah's Messenger! A man fights out 
of bravery, and another fights to show off, which of them fights in the cause of Allah' The 
Prophet said: 



» 
« 



(He who fights so that Allah's Word is superior, then he fights in Allah's cause.) In addition, it is 
reported in the Two Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(I have been ordered (by Allah) to fight the people until they proclaim, x None has the right to 
be worshipped but Allah'. Whoever said it, then he will save his life and property from me, 
except for cases of the law, and their account will be with Allah.) 

Allah's statement: 



(But if they cease, let there be no transgression except against the wrongdoers.) indicates 
that, 'If they stop their Shirk and fighting the believers, then cease warfare against them. 
Whoever fights them afterwards will be committing an injustice. Verily aggression can only be 
started against the unjust.' This is the meaning of Mujahid's statement that only combatants 
should be fought. Or, the meaning of the Ayah indicates that, ' If they abandon their injustice, 
which is Shirk in this case, then do not start aggression against them afterwards.' The 
aggression here means retaliating and fighting them, just as Allah said: 



(Then whoever transgresses against you, you transgress likewise against him.) (2:194) 
Similarly, Allah said: 



(The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof.) (42:40), and: 



(And if you punish them, then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted. 
) (16:126) 

" Ikrimah and Qatadah stated, "The unjust person is he who refuses to proclaim, 'There is no 
God worthy of worship except Allah'." 

Under Allah's statement: 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah) Al-Bukhari recorded that NafT said that two men 
came to Ibn " Umar during the conflict of Ibn Az-Zubayr and said to him, "The people have 



fallen into shortcomings and you are the son of ' Umar and the Prophet's Companion. Hence, 
what prevents you from going out" He said, "What prevents me is that Allah has for bidden 
shedding the blood of my (Muslim) brother." They said, "Did not Allah say: 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and worshipping of others along with 
Allah))" He said, "We did fight until there was no more Fitnah and the religion became for Allah 
Alone. You want to fight until there is Fitnah and the religion becomes for other than Allah!" 

'Uthman bin Salih added that a man came to Ibn 'Umar and asked him, "0 Abu 'Abdur- 
Rahman! What made you perform Hajj one year and * Umrah another year and abandon Jihad in 
the cause of Allah, although you know how much He has encouraged performing it" He said, "O 
my nephew! Islam is built on five (pillars): believing in Allah and His Messenger, the five daily 
prayers, fasting Ramadan, paying the Zakah and performing Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House." 
They said, "OAbu ' Abdur-Rahman! Did you not hear what Allah said in His Book: 



(And if two parties (or groups) among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between 
them both. But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against the one 
that which outrages till it complies with the command of Allah.) (49:9) and: 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief)) 

He said, "That we did during the time of Allah's Messenger when Islam was still weak and (the 
Muslim) man used to face trials in his religion, such as killing or torture. When Islam became 
stronger (and apparent), there was no more Fitnah." He asked, "What do you say about ~ AM and 
' Uthman" He said, "As for 'Uthman, Allah has forgiven him. However, you hated the fact that 
Allah had forgiven him! As for ' Ali, he is the cousin of Allah's Messenger and his son-in-law." He 
then pointed with his hand, saying, "This is where his house is located (meaning, 'so close to 
the Prophet's house just as' Ali was so close to the Prophet himself')." 



(194. The sacred month is for the sacred month, and for the prohibited things, there is the Law 
of equality (Qisas). Then whoever transgresses against you, you transgress likewise against him. 
And fear Allah, and know that Allah is with Al-Muttaqin.) 

Fighting during the Sacred Months is prohibited, except in Self- 

Defense 

Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Qatadah, Miqsam, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and 'Ata said, "Allah's 
Messenger went for * Umrah on the sixth year of Hijrah. Then, the idolators prevented him from 
entering the Sacred House (the Ka* bah in Makkah) along with the Muslims who came with him. 
This incident occurred during the sacred month of Dhul-Ga dah. The idolators agreed to allow 
them to enter the House the next year. Hence, the Prophet entered the House the following 
year, along with the Muslims who accompanied him, and Allah permitted him to avenge the 
idolators' treatment of him, when He said: 



(The sacred month is for the sacred month, and for the prohibited things, there is the Law of 
equality (Qisas).) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "Allah's Messenger would not engage in 
warfare during the Sacred Month unless he was first attacked, then he would march forth. He 
would otherwise remain idle until the end of the Sacred Months." This Hadith has an authentic 
chain of narrators. 

Hence, when the Prophet was told that ' Uthman was killed (in Makkah) when he was camped 
at the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah, after he had sent ' Uthman as his emissary to the polytheists, he 
accepted the pledge from his Companions under the tree to fight the polytheists. They were 
one thousand and four hundred then. When the Prophet was informed that " Uthman was not 
killed, he abandoned the fight and reverted to peace. 

When the Prophet finished fighting with (the tribes of) Hawazin during the battle of Hunayn 
and Hawazin took refuge in (the city of) At-Ta'if, he laid siege to that city. Then, the (sacred) 
month of Dhul-Qa' dah started, while At-Ta'if was still under siege. The siege went on for the 
rest of the forty days (rather, from the day the battle of Hunayn started until the Prophet went 
back to Al-Madinah from AI-JTranah, were forty days), as reported in the Two Sahihs and 
narrated by Anas. When the Companions suffered mounting casualties (during the siege), the 
Prophet ended the siege before conquering At-Ta'if. He then went back to Makkah, performed 
" Umrah from AI-JT ranah, where he divided the war booty of Hunayn. This ' Umrah occurred 
during Dhul-Gs dah of the eighth year of Al-Hijrah. 



Allah's statement: 



(...whoever transgresses against you, you transgress likewise against him.) ordains justice even 
with the polytheists. Allah also said in another Ayah: 



(And if you punish, then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted.) 
(16:126) 

Allah's statement: 



(And fear Allah, and know that Allah is with Al-Muttaqin (the pious)) (2:194) commands that 
Allah be obeyed and feared out of Taqwa. The Ayah informs us that Allah is with those who 
have Taqwa by His aid and support in this life and the Hereafter. 



(195. And spend in the cause of Allah and do not throw yourselves into destruction, and do 
good. Truly, Allah loves Al-Muhsinin (those who do good).) 

The Command to spend in the Cause of Allah 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Hudhayfah said: 



(And spend in the cause of Allah and do not throw yourselves into destruction.) "It was revealed 
about spending." Ibn Abu Hatim reported him saying similarly. He then commented, "Similar is 



reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ata', Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan." 

Aslam Abu * Imran said, "A man from among the Ansar broke enemy (Byzantine) lines in 
Constantinople (Istanbul). Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari was with us then. So some people said, 'He is 
throwing himself to destruction.' Abu Ayyub said, ' We know this Ayah (2:195) better, for it was 
revealed about us, the Companions of Allah's Messenger who participated in Jihad with him and 
aided and supported him. When Islam became strong, we, the Ansar, met and said to each 
other, 'Allah has honored us by being the Companions of His Prophet and in supporting him 
until Islam became victorious and its following increased. We had before ignored the needs of 
our families, estates and children. Warfare has ceased, so let us go back to our families and 
children and attend to them. 1 So this Ayah was revealed about us: 



(And spend in the cause of Allah and do not throw yourselves into destruction.) the destruction 
refers to staying with our families and estates and abandoning Jihad'." This was recorded by 
Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, * Abd bin Humayd in his Tafsir, Ibn Abu Hatim, Ibn Jarir, Ibn 
Marduwyah, Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la in his Musnad, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim. At-Tirmidhi said; 
"Hasan, Sahih, Gharib" Al-Hakim said, "It meets the criteria of the Two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) but they did not record it." 

Abu Dawud's version mentions that Aslam Abu 'Imran said, "We were at (the siege of) 
Constantinople. Then, ' Uqbah bin 'Amr was leading the Egyptian forces, while the Syrian 
forces were led by Fadalah bin ' Ubayd. Later on, a huge column of Roman (Byzantine) soldiers 
departed the city, and we stood in lines against them. A Muslim man raided the Roman lines 
until he broke through them and came back to us. The people shouted, 'All praise is due to 
Allah! He is sending himself to certain demise.' Abu Ayyub said, '0 people! You explain this 
Ayah the wrong way. It was revealed about us, the Ansar when Allah gave victory to His religion 
and its following increased. We said to each other, ' It would be better for us now if we return 
to our estates and attend to them.' Then Allah revealed this Ayah (2:195)'." 

Abu Bakr bin ' Aiyash reported that Abu Ishaq As-Subai' y related that a man said to Al-Bara' bin 
' Azib, "If I raided the enemy lines alone and they kill me, would I be throwing myself to certain 
demise" He said, "No. Allah said to His Messenger : 



(Then fight (0 Muhammad ) in the cause of Allah, you are not tasked (held responsible) except 
for yourself.) (4:84) That Ayah (2:195) is about (refraining from) spending." Ibn Marduwyah 
reported this Hadith, as well as Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak who said; "It meets the criteria of 
the Two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) but they did not record it." Ath-Thawri and Qays bin 
Ar-Rabi' related it from Al-Bara'. but added: 



(You are not tasked (held responsible) except for yourself.) (4:84) "Destruction refers to the 
man who sins and refrains from repenting, thusthrowing himself to destruction." 

Ibn ' Abbas said: 



(And spend in the cause of Allah and do not throw yourselves into destruction) "This is not 
about fighting. But about refraining from spending for the sake of Allah, in which case, one will 
be throwing his self into destruction." 

The Ayah (2:195) includes the order to spend in Allah's cause, in the various areas and ways 
that involve obedience and drawing closer to Allah. It especially applies to spending in fighting 
the enemies and on what strengthens the Muslims against the enemy. Allah states that those 
who refrain from spending in this regard will face utter and certain demise and destruction, 
meaning those who acquire this habit. Allah commands that one should acquire Ihsan 
(excellence in the religion), as it isthe highest part of the actsof obedience. Allah said: 



(and do good. Truly, Allah loves Al-Muhsinin (those who do good). 



(196. And complete Hajj and ' Umrah for Allah. But if you are prevented, then sacrifice a Hady 
that you can afford, and do not shave your heads until the Hady reaches the place of sacrifice. 
And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment on his scalp (necessitating shaving), he must pay a 
Fidyah (ransom) of either fasting or giving Sadaqah or a sacrifice. Then if you are in safety and 
whosoever performs the ' Umrah (in the months of Hajj), before (performing) the Hajj, he must 
slaughter a Hady such as he can afford, but if he cannot (afford it), he should fast for three 
days during Hajj and seven days after his return, making ten days in all. This is for him whose 
family is not present at Al-Masjid Al-Haram (i.e., non-resident of Makkah). And fear Allah much 
and know that Allah is severe in punishment.) g 

The Command to complete Hajj and ' Umrah 

After Allah mentioned the rulings for fasting and Jihad, he explained the rituals by 
commanding the Muslims to complete Hajj and ' Umrah, meaning, to finish the rituals of Hajj 
and ' Umrah after one startsthem. This is why Allah said afterwards: 



(But if you are prevented) meaning, if your way to the House is obstructed, and you are 
prevented from finishing it. This is why the scholars agree that starting the acts of Hajj and 
'Umrah requires one to finish them. As for Makhul, he said, "Complete, means to start them 
from the Miqat (areas the Prophet designated to assume Ihram from)." " Abdur-Razzaq said that 
Az-Zuhri said: "We were told that " Umar commented on: 



(And complete Hajj and " Umrah for Allah.) "Complete Hajj and " Umrah means performing each 
of them separately, and to perform 'Umrah outside of the months of Hajj, for Allah the 
Exalted says: 



(The Hajj (pilgrimage) is (in) the well-known (lunar year) months. )" 
As-Suddi said, 



(And complete Hajj and ' Umrah for Allah.) means, "Maintain the performance of Hajj and 
' Umrah." Ibn ' Abbas was reported to have said, "Hajj is 'Arafat, while ' Umrah is Tawaf." Al- 
A' mash related that Ibrahim said that ' Alqamah commented on Allah's statement: 



(And complete Hajj and 'Umrah for Allah.) "Abdullah (Ibn Mas' ud) recited it this way: 
' Complete Hajj and ' Umrah to the House, so that one does not exceed the area of the House 
during the ' Umrah'." Ibrahim then said, "I mentioned this statement to Sa' id bin Jubayr and he 
said; 'Ibn 'Abbas also said that.'" Sufyan reported that Ibrahim said that 'Alqamah said 
(regarding the Ayah 2:196), "Perform the Hajj and ' Umrah to the House." Ath-Thawri reported 
that Ibrahim read (the Ayah), "Perform the Hajj and ' Umrah to the House." 

If One is prevented while in Route, He slaughters the Sacrifice, 
shaves his Head and ends Ihram 

Allah's statement: 



(But if you are prevented, sacrifice a Hady (animals for sacriface) such as you can afford,) was 
revealed in the sixth year of Hijrah, the year of the treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah when the 
polyt heists prevented Allah's Messenger from reaching the House. Allah revealed Surat Al-Fath 
(chapter 48 in the Qur'an) then, and allowed the Muslims to slaughter any Hady (animals for 
sacrifice) they had. They had seventy camels with them for that purpose. They were also 
permitted to shave their heads and end their Ihram. When the Prophet commanded them to 
shave their heads and end the state of Ihram, they did not obey him, as they were awaiting 
that order to be abrogated. When they saw that the Prophet went out after shaving his head, 
they imitated him. Some of them did not shave, but only shortened their hair. This is why the 
Prophet said: 



« » 



(May Allah award His mercy to those who shaved. 



They said, "What about those who shortened the hair" He said in the third time, "And to those 
who shortened." Every seven among them shared one camel for their sacrifice. They were one 
thousand and four hundred Companions and were camping in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah, 
outside the Sacred Area. It was also reported that they were within the boundaries of the 
Sacred Area. Allah knows best. 

Being prevented from the House (Hasr) includes more than just being sick, fearing an enemy or 
getting lost on the way to Makkah. Imam Ahmad reported that Al-Hajjaj bin ' Amr Al-Ansari said 
that he heard Allah's Messenger saying: 



» 



« 



(Whoever suffered a broken bone or a limb, will have ended his Ihram and has to perform Hajj 
again.) He said, "I mentioned that to Ibn ' Abbas and Abu Hurayrah and they both said, ' He (Al- 
Hajjaj) has said the truth'." This Hadith is also reported in the Four Collections. In the version 
of Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah, the Prophet said, "Whoever limped, had a broken bone or became 
ill..." Ibn Abu Hatim also recorded it and said, "It was reported that Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn Az-Zubayr, 
'Alqamah, Sa' id bin Musayyib, ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Mujahid, An-Nakha'i, 'Ata' and Muqatil 
bin Hayyan said that being prevented (Hasr) entails an enemy, an illness or a fracture." Ath- 
Thawri also said, "Being prevented entails everything that harms the person." 

It is reported in the Two Sahihs that ' Aishah said that Allah's Messenger went to Duba' ah bint 
Az-Zubayr bin ' Abdul-Muttalib who said, "O Messenger of Allah! I intend to perform Hajj but I 
am ill." He said, "Perform Hajj and make the condition: 'My place is where You prevent (or 
halt) me." Muslim recorded similarly from Ibn 'Abbas. 3d saying such a condition for Hajj is 
allowed is based on this Hadith. 

Allah's statement: 



(...sacrifice a Hady such as you can afford) includes a sheep also, as Imam Malik reported that 
Al i bin Abu Talib used to say. Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Hady includes eight types of animals: 
camels, cows, goats and sheep." ' Abdur-Razzaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas said about what Allah 
said: 



(...sacrifice a Hady such as you can afford) 

"As much as one could afford." AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "If one can afford it, then 
camels, otherwise cows, or sheep." Hisham bin ' Urwah quoted his father: 



(...sacrifice a Hady (animal, i.e., a sheep, a cow, or a camel) such as you can afford) 
' Depending on the price.' 

The proof that sacrificing only a sheep is allowed in the case of being prevented from 
continuing the rites, is that Allah has required sacrificing whatever is available as a Hady, and 
the Hady is any type of cattle; be it camels, cows or sheep. This is the opinion of Ibn 'Abbas 



the cousin of Allah's Messenger and the scholar of Tafsir. It is reported in the Two Sahihsthat 
x A'ishah, the Mother of the believers, said, "The Prophet once offered some sheep as Hady." 



Allah's statement: 



(...and do not shave your heads until the Hady reachesthe place of sacrifice.) is a continuation 
of His statement: 



(And complete, the Hajj and ' Umrah for Allah.) and is not dependent upon: 



(But if you are prevented, then sacrifice a Hady) as Ibn Jarir has erroneously claimed. When 
the Prophet and his Companions were prevented from entering the Sacred House during the Al- 
Hudaybiyyah year by the polytheistsfrom Quraysh, they shaved their heads and sacrificed their 
Hady outside the Haram (Sacred) area. In normal circumstances, and when one can safely 
reach the House, he is not allowed to shave his head until: 



(.. .and do not shave your heads until the Hady reaches the place of sacrifice.) and then he 
ends the rituals of Hajj or " Umrah, or both if he had assumed Ihram for both. It is recorded in 
the Two Sahihs that Hafsah said, "O Allah's Messenger! What is wrong with the people, they 
have finished their Ihram for ' Umrah but you have not" The Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(I matted my hair and I have garlanded my Hady (animals for sacrifice), so I will not finish my 
Ihram till I offer the sacrifice.) 

Whoever shaved his Head during Ihram, will have to pay the Fidyah 

Allah said: 



(And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment on his scalp (necessitating shaving), he must pay 
a Fidyah.) 

Al-Bukhari reported that ' Abdur-Rahman bin Asbahani said that he heard 'Abdullah bin Ma'qil 
saying that he sat with Ka' b bin 'Ujrah in the mosque of Kufah (in Iraq). He then asked him 
about the Fidyah of the fasting. Ka' b said, "This was revealed concerning my case especially, 
but it is also for you in general. I was carried to Allah's Messenger and the lice were falling in 
great numbers on my face. The Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(I never thought that your ailment (or struggle) had reached to such an extent as I see. Can you 
afford a sheep (for sacrifice)' I replied in the negative.) He then said: 



» 



« 



(Fast for three days or feed six poor persons, each with half a Sa' of food (1 Sa' =3 kilograms 
approx.) and shave your head.) 

So this is a general judgement derived from a specific case. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ka' b bin 'Ujrah said, "Allah's Messenger came by while I was 
igniting the fire under a pot and while the lice were falling down my head or my eyelids. He 
said: 



« » 



(Do these lice in your head bother you) I said, ' Yes.' He said: 



» 
« 

(Shave it, then fast three days, or feed six poor people, or sacrifice an animal.) 

Ayyub (one of the narrators of the Hadith) commented, "I do not know which alternative was 
stated first." The wording of the Qur'an begins with the easiest then the more difficult options: 
"Pay a Fidyah of fasting (three days), feeding (six poor persons) or sacrificing (an animal)." 
Meanwhile, the Prophet advised Ka' b with the more rewarding option first, that is, sacrificing 
a sheep, then feeding six poor persons, then fasting three days. Each Text is suitable in its 
place and context, all the thanks and praises are due to Allah. 



TamattiT during Hajj 

Allah said: 



(Then if you are in safety and whosoever performs the ' Umrah (in the months of Hajj), before 
(performing) the Hajj, he must slaughter a Hady such as he can afford,) 

That is, when you are able to complete the rites, so whoever among you connects his ' Umrah 
with Hajj having the same Ihram for both, or, first assuming Ihram for 'Umrah, and then 
assuming Ihram for Hajj when finished the " Umrah, this is the more specific type of Tamattu' 
which is well-known among the discussion of the scholars whereas in general there are two 
types of Tamattu' , as the authentic Hadiths prove, since among the narrators are those who 
said, "Allah's Messenger performed Tamattu' , and others who said, "Qarin" but there is no 
difference between them over the Hady. 

So Allah said, 



(Then if you are in safety and whosoever performs the 'Umrah (in the months of Hajj), before 
(performing) the Hajj (i.e., Hajj At-Tamattu' and Al-Qiran), he must slaughter a Hady such as 
he can afford,) means let him sacrifice whatever Hady is available to him, the least of which is 
a sheep. One is also allowed to sacrifice a cow because the Prophet slaughtered cows on behalf 



of his wives. Al-Awza' i reported that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger slaughtered 
cows on behalf of his wives when they were performing Tamattu' . This was reported by Abu 
Bakr bin Marduwyah. 

This last Hadith proves that Tamattu' is legislated. It is reported in the Two Sahihs that ' Imran 
bin Husayn said, "We performed Hajj At-Tamattu' in the lifetime of Allah's Messenger and then 
the Qur'an was revealed (regarding Hajj At-Tamattu' ). Nothing was revealed to forbid it, nor 
did he (the Prophet ) forbid it until he died. And somebody said what he wished (regarding Hajj 
At-Tamattu') according to his own opinion." Al-Bukhari said that 'Imran was talking about 
~ Umar. It is reported in an authentic narration that ' Umar used to discourage the people from 
performing Tamattu'. He used to say, "If we refer to Allah's Book, we should complete it," 
meaning: 



(...whosoever performs the ' Umrah (in the months of Hajj), before (performing) the Hajj, he 
must slaughter a Hady such as he can afford,) 

However 'Umar did not say that Tamattu' is unlawful. He only prevented them so that the 
people would increase their trips to the House for Hajj (during the months of Hajj) and ' Umrah 
(throughout the year), as he himself has stated. 



Whoever performs Tamattif should fast Ten Days if He does not 

have a Hady 

Allah said: 



(...but if he cannot (afford it), he should fast three days during the Hajj and seven days after 
his return (to his home), making ten days in all.) 

This Ayah means: "Those who do not find a Hady, let them fast three days during the Hajj 
season." AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "If one does not have a Hady, he should fast three 
days during Hajj, before ' Arafah day. If the day of ' Arafah was the third day, then his fast is 
complete. He should also fast seven days when he gets back home." Abu Ishaq reported from 
Wabarah from Ibn ' Umar who said, "One fasts one day before the day of Tarwiyah, the day of 
Tarwiyah (eighth day of Dhul-Hijjah) and then " Arafah day (the ninth day of the month of Dhul- 
Hij j ah)." The same statement was reported by Ja' far bin Muhammad from his father from ' Ali. 



If one did not fast these three days or at least some of them before ' Id day (the tenth day of 
Dhul-Hij j ah), he is allowed to fast during the Tashriq days (11 -12-1 3th day of Dhul-Hij j ah). 
' A'ishah and Ibn ' Umar said, "Fasting the days of Tashriq was only allowed for those who did 
not find the Hady," as Al-Bukhari has reported. Sufyan related that Ja'far bin Muhammad 
narrated that his father said that 'AM said, "Whoever did not fast the three days during the 
Hajj, should fast them during the days of Tashriq." This is also the position taken by ' Ubayd bin 
' Umayr Al-Laythi, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, referring to the 
general meaning of Allah's statement: 



(...fast three days during the Hajj...) 

As for what Muslim reported that Qutaybah Al-Hudhali said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(The days of Tashriq are days of eating and drinking and remembering Allah the Exalted.) 
This narration is general in meaning while what ' A'ishah and Ibn " Umar narrated is specific. 
Allah said: 



(...and seven days after his return.) 

There are two opinions regarding the meaning of this Ayah. First, it means 'when you return to 
the camping areas'. The second, upon going back home. ' Abdur-Razzaq reported that Salim 
narrated that he heard Ibn ' Umar saying: 



"(...but if he cannot (afford it), he should fast three days during the Hajj and seven days after 
his return,) means when he goes back to his family. " The same opinion was reported from 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mujahid, 'At a', 'Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Imam Az-Zuhri 
and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas. 



Al-Bukhari reported that Salim bin 'Abdullah narrated that Ibn ' Umar said, "During the 
Farewell Hajj of Allah's Messenger , he performed Tamattu' with ' Umrah and Hajj. He drove a 
Hady along with him from Dhul-Hulayfah. Allah's Messenger started by assuming Ihram for 
'Umrah, and then for Hajj. And the people, too, performed the 'Umrah and Hajj along with 
the Prophet . Some of them brought the Hady and drove it along with them, while the others 
did not. So, when the Prophet arrived at Makkah, he said to the people: 



» 



« 



(Whoever among you has driven the Hady, should not finish his Ihram till he completes his Hajj. 
And whoever among you has not (driven) the Hady with him, he should perform Tawaf of the 
Ka' bah and between As-Safa and Al-Marwah. Then, he should shave or cut his hair short and 
finish his Ihram, and should later assume Ihram for Hajj ; but he must offer a Hady (sacrifice) . 
And if anyone cannot afford a Hady, he should fast for three days during the Hajj and seven 
days when he returns home.) 

He then mentioned the rest of the Hadith, which is reported in the Two Sahihs. 

Allah said: 



(...making ten days in all.) to emphasize the ruling we mentioned above. This method is 
common in the Arabic language, for they would say, ' I have seen with my eyes, heard with my 
ears and written with my hand,' to emphasize such facts. Smilarly, Allah said: 



(...nor a bird that flies with itstwo wings) (6:38) and: 



(...nor did you write any book (whatsoever) with your right hand) (29:48) and: 



(And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and added (to the period) ten (more), and he 
completed the term, appointed by his Lord, of forty nights.) (7:142) 

It was also said that the meaning of "ten days in all" emphasizes the order to fast for ten days, 
not less than that. 

The Residents of Makkah do not perform Tamattu" 

Allah said: 



(This is for him whose family is not present at Al-Masjid Al-Haram (i.e., non-resident of 
Makkah).) This Ayah concerns the residents of the area of the Haram, for they do not perform 
Tamattu' . ' Abdur-Razzaq reported that Tawus said, "Tamattu' is for the people, those whose 
families are not residing in the Haram area (Makkah), not for the residents of Makkah. Hence 
Allah's 9 at ement: 



(This is for him whose family is not present at Al-Masjid Al-Haram (i.e., non-resident of 
Makkah).) 

' Abdur-Razzaq then said, "I was also told that Ibn ' Abbas said similar to Tawus." Allah said: 



(...and fear Allah) meaning, in what He has commanded you and what He prohibited for you. 
He then said: 



(...and know that Allah is severe in punishment) for those who defy His command and commit 
what He has prohibited. 



(197. The Hajj (pilgrimage) is (in) the well-known months. So whosoever intends to perform 
Hajj therein (by assuming Ihram), then he should not have sexual relations (with his wife), nor 
commit sin, nor dispute unjustly during the Hajj. And whatever good you do, Allah knows it. 
And take provisions for the journey, but the best provision is At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness). 
So fear Me, O men of understanding!) 

When does Ihram for Hajj start 

Allah said: 



(The Hajj is (in) the well-known months.) 

This Ayah indicates that Ihram for Hajj only occurs during the months of Hajj. This was 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Jabir, ' Ata', Tawus and Mujahid. The proof for this is Allah's 
statement that Hajj occurs during known, specific months, which indicates that Hajj is not 
allowed before that, just as the prayer has a fixed time (before which one's prayer is not 
accepted). 

Ash-ShafT i recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "No person should assume Ihram for Hajj before the 
months of the Hajj, for Allah said: 



(The Hajj is (in) the well-known months.) 

Ibn Khuzaymah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "No Ihram for Hajj should be assumed, except 
during the months of Hajj, for among the Sunnah of Hajj is that one assume Ihram for it during 



the Hajj months. " This is an authentic narration and the Companion's statement that such and 
such is among the Sunnah is considered as a Hadith of the Prophet , according to the majority 
of the scholars. This is especially the case when it is Ibn ' Abbas who issued this statement, as 
he isthe Tarjuman (translator, interpreter, explainer) of the Qur'an. 

There is a Hadith about this subject too. Ibn Marduwyah related that Jabir narrated that the 
Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(No one should assume Ihram for Hajj, but during the months of Hajj. 



The chain of narrators for this Hadith is reasonable. Ash-Shafi'i and Al-Bayhaqi recorded this 
Hadith from Ibn Jurayj who related that Abu Az-Zubayr said that he heard Jabir bin 'Abdullah 
being asked, "Does one assume Ihram for Hajj before the months of the Hajj" He said, "No." 
This narration is more reliable than the narration that we mentioned from the Prophet . In 
short, this statement isthe opinion of the Companion, supported by Ibn ' Abbas' statement that 
it is a part of the Sunnah not to assume Ihram for Hajj before the months of the Hajj. Allah 
knows best. 



The Months of Hajj 

Allah said: 



(...the well-known months.) 

Al-Bukhari said that Ibn ' Umar said that these are Shawwal, Dhul-Qa' dah and the first ten days 
of Dhul-Hij j ah. This narration for which Al-Bukhari did not mention the chain of narrators, was 
collected by a continuous chain of narrators that Ibn Jarir rendered authentic, leading to Ibn 
" Umar, who said: 



(The Hajj (pilgrimage) is (in) the well-known (lunar year) months.) "which are Shawwal, Dhul- 
Qa' dah and the (first) ten days of Dhul-Hij j ah." Its chain isSahih. Al-Hakim also recorded it in 
his Must adrak, and he said, "It meetsthe criteria of the Two Shaykhs." 

This statement is also reported from 'Umar, Al i , Ibn Mas' ud, 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr, Ibn 
'Abbas, 'Ata', Tawus, Mujahid, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Imam Ash-Sha'bi, Al-Hasan, Ibn Srin, 



Makhul, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim, Ar-RabP bin Anas and Muqatil bin Hayyan. This 
opinion was preferred by Ibn Jarir who said, "It is a common practice to call two months and a 
part of the third month as' months'. This is similar to the Arab's saying, x I visited such and such 
person this year or this day.' He only visited him during a part of the year and a part of the day. 
Allah said: 



(But whosoever hastens to leave in two days, there is no sin on him. 
In this case, one will only be hastening for one and a half days." 
Allah then said: 



(So whosoever intends (Farada) to perform Hajj therein (by assuming Ihram),) meaning that 
one's assuming the Ihram requires a Hajj, for the person is required to complete the rituals of 
Hajj after assuming Ihram. Ibn Jarir said that Al-' Awfi said, "The scholars agree that (Farada) 
' intends' mentioned in the Ayah means it is a requirement and an obligation." Al i bin Abu 
Tal hah said that Ibn 'Abbas said: f 



(So whosoever intends to perform Hajj therein (by assuming Ihram), ) refers to those who 
assume Ihram for Hajj and ' Umrah". 'Ata' said, "'Intends', means, assumes the Ihram." Similar 
statements were attributed to Ibrahim, Ad-Dahhak and others. 

Prohibition of Rafath (Sexual Intercourse) during Hajj 

Allah said: 



(He should not have Rafath) 

This Ayah means that those who assume the Ihram for Hajj or " Umrah are required to avoid the 
Rafath, meaning, sexual intercourse. Allah's statement here is similar to His statement: 



(It is made lawful for you to have Rafath (sexual relations) with your wives on the night of the 
fast.) (2:187) 

Whatever might lead to sexual intercourse, such as embracing, kissing and talking to women 
about similar subjects, is not allowed. Ibn Jarir reported that Nafi' narrated that 'Abdullah bin 
' Umar said, "Rafath means sexual intercourse or mentioning this subject with the tongue, by 
either men or women." ' Ata' bin Abu Rabah said that Rafath means sexual intercourse and foul 
speech. This is also the opinion of 'Amr bin Dinar. 'Ata' also said that they used to even 
prevent talking (or hinting) about this subject. Tawus said that Rafath includes one's saying, 
"When I end the Ihram I will have sex with you." This is also the same explanation offered by 
Abu AI-'Aliyah regarding Rafath. Al i bin Abu Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Rafath means 
having sex with the wife, kissing, fondling and saying foul words to her, and similar acts." Ibn 
" Abbas and Ibn ' Umar said that Rafath means to have sex with women. This is also the opinion 
of Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Abu AI-" Aliyah who narrated it 
from 'Ata' and Makhul, 'Ata Al-Khurasani, 'Ata' bin Yasar, 'Atiyah, Ibrahim, Ar-Rabi' , Az- 
Zuhri, As-Suddi, Malik bin Anas, Muqatil bin Hayyan, ' Abdul-Karim bin Malik, Al-Hasan, Qatadah 
and Ad-Dahhak, and others. 

The Prohibition of Fusuq during Hajj 

Allah said: 



(...nor commit sin) Miqsam and several other scholars related that Ibn 'Abbas said, "It is 
disobedience." This is also the opinion of 'Ata,' Mujahid, Tawus, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Muhammad bin Ka' b, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Az-Zuhri, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, 
'Ata' bin Yasar, 'Ata' Al-Khurasani and Muqatil bin Hayyan. 

Ibn Wahb reported that Nafi' narrated that ' Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "Fusuq or sin mentioned 
in the Ayah (2:197) refersto committing what Allah has forbidden in the Sacred Area." 

Several others said that Fusuq means cursing others, they based this on the authentic Hadith: 



« » 

(Cursing the Muslim is Fusuq, while fighting him is Kufr.) 

' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said Fusuq here means slaughtering animals for the idols, as 
Allah said: 



(...or impious (Fisq) meat (of an animal) which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than 
Allah.) (6: 145) 



Ad-Dahhak said that Fusuq is insulting one another with bad nicknames. 

Those who said that the Fusuq means all types of disobedience are correct. Allah has also 
prohibited committing injustice during the months of Hajj in specific, although injustice is 
prohibited throughout the year. This is why Allah said: 



(...of them four are sacred. That isthe right religion, so wrong not yourselvestherein.) (9:36) 
Allah said about the Sacred Area: 



(...and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to taste 
from a painful torment.) (22:25) 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(Whoever performed Hajj to this (Sacred) House and did not commit Rafath or Fusuq, will 
return sinless, just as the day his mother gave birth to him.) 

The Prohibition of arguing during Hajj 

Allah said: 



(nor should there be Jidal during Hajj) meaning, disputes and arguments. Ibn Jarir related that 
" Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that what Allah said: 



(...nor dispute unjustly during the Hajj.) means to argue with your companion (or fellow) until 
you make him angry. This is similar to the the opinion that Miqsam and Ad-Dahhak related to 
Ibn 'Abbas. This is also the same meaning reported from Abu AI-'Aliyah, 'Ata', Mujahid, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, * Ikrimah, Jabir bin Zayd, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, Makhul, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan, 
'Amr bin Dinar, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, 'Ata bin Yasar, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and Az-Zuhri. 



The Encouragement for Righteous Deeds and to bring Provisions for 

Hajj 

Allah said: 



(And whatever good you do, Allah knows it.) 

After Allah prohibited evil in deed and tongue, He encouraged righteous, good deeds, stating 
that He is knowledgeable of the good that they do, and He will reward them with the best 
awards on the Day of Resurrection. 

Allah said next: 



(And take provisions (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness).) 

Al-Bukhari and Abu Dawud reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The people of Yemen used to go to 
Hajj without taking enough supplies with them. They used to say, 'We are those who have 
Tawakkul (reliance on Allah).' Allah revealed this Ayah: 



(And take provisions (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness).) 

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Marduwyah narrated that Ibn ' Umar said, "When people assumed Ihram, they 
would throw away whatever provisions they had and would acquire other types of provisions. 
Allah revealed: 



(And take a provisions (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness).) Allah forbade them from this practice and required them to take flour and 
Sawiq (a type of food usually eaten with dates) with them." 

The Provisions of the Hereafter 

Allah said: 



(...but the best provision is At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness).) When Allah required mankind to 
supply themselves with what sustains them for the journeys of this life, He directed them to 
the necessary provisions for the Hereafter: Taqwa. Allah said in another Ayah: 



(...and as an adornment; and the raiment of Taqwa, that is better.) (7:26) 

Allah mentioned the material covering and then He mentioned the spiritual covering, which 
includes humbleness, obedience and Taqwa. He also stated that the latter provision is better 
and more beneficial than the former. 



(So fear Me, men of understanding!) meaning: ' Fear My torment, punishment, and affliction 
for those who defy Me and do not adhere to My commands, O people of reason and 
understanding.' 



(198. There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading). 
Then when you leave 'Arafat, remember Allah (by glorifying His praises, i.e., prayers and 
invocations) at the Mash' ar-il-Haram. And remember Him (by invoking Allah for all good) as He 
has guided you, and verily you were before, of those who were astray). 



Commercial Transactions during Hajj 

Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "' Ukaz, Mijannah and Dhul-Majaz were trading posts 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. During that era, they did not like the idea of conducting business 
transactions during the Hajj season. Later, this Ayah was revealed: 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord.) during the Hajj season." 

Abu Dawud and others recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "They used to avoid conducting business 
transactions during the Hajj season, saying that these are the days of Dhikr. Allah revealed: 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading).) 

This is also the explanation of Mujahid, Sa'id bin Jubayr, 'Ikrimah, Mansur bin Al-Mu' tamir, 
Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and others. Ibn Jarir reported that Abu 
Umaymah said that when Ibn 'Umar was asked about conducting trade during the Hajj, he 
recited the Ayah: 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading). ) 

This Hadith is related to Ibn ' Umar with a strong chain of narrators. This Hadith is also related 
to the Prophet , as Ahmad reported that Abu Umamah At-Tayrmi said, "I asked Ibn ' Umar, 'We 
buy (and sell during the Hajj), so do we still have a valid Hajj' He said, ' Do you not perform 
Tawaf around the House, stand at 'Arafat, throw the pebbles and shave your heads' I said, 
'Yes.' Ibn 'Umar said, 'A man came to the Prophet and asked him about what you asked me, 
and the Prophet did not answer him until Jibril came down with this Ayah: 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading).) The 
Prophet summoned the man and said: (You are pilgrims)." Ibn Jarir narrated that Abu Salih said 
to 'Umar, "' O Leader of the faithful! Did you conduct trade transactions during the Hajj" He 
said, "Was their livelihood except during Hajj" 



Standing at ' Arafat 



Allah said: 



(Then when you leave 'Arafat, remember Allah (by glorifying His praises, i.e., prayers and 
invocations) at the Mash' ar-il-Haram.) 

' Arafat is the place where one stands during the Hajj and it is a pillar of the rituals of Hajj. 
Imam Ahmad and the Sunan compilers recorded that ' Abdur-Rahman bin Ya' mar Ad-Diyli said 
that he heard Allah's Messenger saying: 



» 



« 



(Hajj is 'Arafat, (thrice). Hence, those who have stood at 'Arafat before dawn will have 
performed (the rituals of the Hajj). The days of Mina are three, and there is no sin for those 
who move on after two days, or for those who stay.) 

The time to stand on 'Arafat starts from noon on the day of ' Arafah until dawn the next day, 
which is the day of the Sacrifice (the tenth day of Dhul-Hijjah). The Prophet stood at 'Arafat 
during the Farewell Hajj, after he had offered the Zuhr (noon) prayer, until sunset. He said, 
"Learn your rituals from me." In this Hadith (i. e., in the previous paragraph) he said, "Whoever 
stood at 'Arafat before dawn, will have performed (the rituals of Hajj)." c' Urwah bin Mudarris 
bin Harithah bin Lam At-Ta'i said, "I came to Allah's Messenger at Al-Muzdalifah when it was 
time to pray. I said, ' Messenger of Allah! I came from the two mountains of Tayy', and my 
animal became tired and I became tired. I have not left any mountain, but stood on it. Do I 
have a valid Hajj' Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever performed this prayer with us, stood with us until we moved forth, and had stood at 
' Arafat before that, day or night, will have performed the Hajj and completed its rituals)." 

This Hadith was collected by Imam Ahmad and the compilers of the Sunan, and At-Tirmidhi 
graded it S ahih. It was reported that the mount was called ' Arafat because, as ' Abdur-Razzaq 
reported that 'AM bin Abu Talib said, "Allah sent Jibril to Prophet Ibrahim and he performed 
Hajj for him (to teach him its rituals). When Ibrahim reached ' Arafat he said, * I have ' Araftu (I 
know this place).' He had come to that area before. Thereafter, it was called ' Arafat." Ibn Al- 
Mubarak said that 'Ata' said, "It was called 'Arafat because Jibril used to teach Ibrahim the 
rituals of Hajj. Ibrahim would say, 'I have 'Araftu, I have 'Araftu.' It was thereafter called 
'Arafat." Smilar statements were attributed to Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn ' Umar and Abu Mijlaz. Allah 
knows best. 

' Arafat is also called Al-Mash' ar Al-Haram, Al-Mash' ar Al-Aqsa and Hal, while the mount that is 
in the middle of ' Arafat is called Jabal Ar-Rahmah (Mount of Mercy). 



The Time to leave ' Arafat and Al-Muzdalifah 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to 
stand at ' Arafat. When the sun would be on top of the mountains, just as the turban is on top 
of a man's head, they would move on. Allah's Messenger delayed moving from 'Arafat until 
sunset." Ibn Marduwyah related this Hadith and added, "He then stood at Al-Muzdalifah and 
offered the Fajr (Dawn) prayer at an early time. When the light of dawn broke, he moved on." 
This Hadith has a Hasan chain of narrators. The long Hadith that Jabir bin 'Abdullah narrated, 
which Muslim collected, stated, "The Prophet kept standing there (meaning at 'Arafat) until 
sunset, when the yellow light had somewhat gone and the disc of the sun had disappeared. 
Then, the Prophet made Usamah sit behind him, and in order to keep her under control, pulled 
the nose string of Al-Qaswa' so hard, that its head touched the saddle. He gestured with his 
right hand and said, "Proceed calmly people, calmly!" Whenever he happened to pass over an 
elevated tract of sand, he lightly loosened the nose string of his camel till she climbed up and 
this is how they reached Al-Muzdalifah. There, he led the Maghrib (Evening) and ' Isha' (Night) 
prayers with one Adhan and two Iqamah (which announces the imminent start of the acts of 
the prayer) and did not glorify Allah in between them (i.e., he did not perform voluntary 
Rak'ah). Allah's Messenger then laid down till dawn and offered the Fajr (Dawn) prayer with 
Adhan and Iqamah, when the morning light was clear. He again mounted Al-Qaswa', and when 
he came to Al-Mash' ar Al-Haram, he faced towards Qiblah, supplicated to Allah, glorifying Him 
and saying, La ilaha illallah, and he continued standing until the daylight was very clear. He 
then went quickly before the sun rose." 

It is reported in the Two Sahihsthat Usamah bin Zayd was asked, "How was the Prophet's pace 
when he moved" He said, "Slow, unless he found space, then he would go a little faster." 



Al-Mash ar Al-Haram 

Abdur-Razzaq reported that Ibn ' Umar said that all of Al-Muzdalifah is Al-Mash' ar Al-Haram. 
was reported that Ibn ' Umar was asked about Allah's statement: 



(...remember Allah (by glorifying His praises, i.e., prayers and invocations) at the Mash' ar-il- 
Haram.) He said, "It is the Mount and the surrounding area." It was reported that Al-Mash' ar Al- 
Haram is what is between the two Mounts (refer to the following Hadith), as Ibn ' Abbas, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, Al-Hasan and Qatadah have stated. 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Jubayr bin Muf im narrated that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(All of 'Arafat is a place of standing, and keep away from 'Uranah. All of Al-Muzdalifah is a 
place for standing, and keep away from the bottom of Muhassir. All of the areas of Makkah are 
a place for sacrifice, and all of the days of Tashriq are days of sacrifice.) 

Allah then said: 



(And remember Him (by invoking Allah for all good) as He has guided you. ) 

This Ayah reminds Muslims of Allah's bounty on them that He has directed and taught them the 
ritualsof Hajj according to the guidance of Prophet Ibrahim Al-Khalil . This is why Allah said: 



(...and verily, you were, before, of those who were astray.) 

It was said that this Ayah refers to the condition before the guidance or the Qur'an or the 
Messenger , all of which are correct meanings. 



(199. Then depart from the place whence all the people depart and ask Allah for His 
forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most -Merciful. 

The Order to stand on ' Arafat and to depart from it 

This Ayah contains Allah's order to those who stand at 'Arafat to also move on to Al-Muzdalifah, 
so that they remember Allah at Al-Mash' ar Al-Haram. Allah commands the Muslim to stand with 
the rest of the pilgrims at 'Arafat, unlike Quraysh who (before Islam) used to remain in the 
sanctuary, near Al-Muzdalifah, saying that they are the people of Allah's Town and the servants 
of His House. Al-Bukhari reported that ' A'ishah said, "Quraysh and their allies, who used to be 
called Al-Hums, used to stay in Al-Muzdalifah while the rest of the Arabs would stand at 
'Arafat. When Islam came, Allah commanded His Prophet to stand at 'Arafat and then proceed 
from there. Hence Allah's statement: 



(...from the place whence all the people depart.) 

This was also said by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ata', Qatadah and As-Suddi and others. Ibn Jarir 
chose this opinion and said that there is Ijma' (a consensus among the scholars) for it. 

Imam Ahmad reported that Jubayr bin Mut' im said, "My camel was lost and I went out in search 
of it on the day of 'Arafah, and I saw the Prophet standing in 'Arafat. I said to myself, 'By 
Allah he is from the Hums. What has brought him here'" This Hadith is also reported in the 
Sahihayn. Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that 'depart' mentioned in the Ayah refers 
to proceeding from Al-Muzdalifah to Mina to stone the pillars. Allah knows best. 



Asking Allah for His Forgiveness 

Allah said: 



(...and ask Allah for His forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.) 



Allah frequently orders remembrance of Him after acts of worship are finished. Muslim 
reported that Allah's Messenger used to ask Allah for His forgiveness thrice after the prayer is 
finished. It is reported in the Two Sahihsthat the Prophet encouraged Tasbih (saying Subhan 
Allah, i.e., Glorified is Allah), Tahmid (saying Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah, i.e., praise be to Allah) and 
Takbir (saying Allahu Akbar, i.e., Allah is the Most Great) thirty-three times each (after 
prayer). 

Ibn Marduwyah collected the Hadith that Al-Bukhari reported from Shaddad bin Aws, who 
stated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(The master of supplication for forgiveness, is for the servant to say: '0 Allah! You are my 
Lord, there is no deity worthy of worship except You. You have created me and I am Your 
servant. I am on Your covenant, as much as I can be, and awaiting Your promise. I seek refuge 
with You from the evil that I have committed. I admit Your favor on me and admit my faults. 
So forgive me, for none except You forgives the sins.' Whoever said these words at night and 
died that same night will enter Paradise. Whoever said it during the day and died will enter 
Paradise.) 

Furthermore, it is reported in the Two Sahihs that ' Abdullah bin ' Amr said that Abu Bakr said, 
"0 Messenger of Allah! Teach me an invocation so that I may invoke (Allah) with it in my 
prayer. He told me to say: 



» 



« 

(Allahumma inni zalamtu nafsi zulman kathiran, wa la yaghfirudh-dhunuba ilia Anta faghfirli 
maghfiratan min ' indika, war-hamni innaka Antal-Ghafur-ur-Rahim (0 Allah! I have done great 
injustice to myself and none except You forgives sins, so please forgive me and be merciful to 
me as You are the Forgiver, the Merciful).) 

There are many other Hadithson this subject. 



(200. So when you have accomplished your Manasik, remember Allah as you remember your 
forefathers or with far more remembrance. But of mankind there are some who say: "Our Lord! 
Give us (Your bounties) in this world!" and for such there will be no portion in the Hereafter.) 
(201. And of them there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good 
and in the Hereafter that which is good, and save us from the torment of the Fire!") (202. For 
them there will be allot ed a share for what they have earned. And Allah is swift at reckoning.) 

The Order for Remembrance of Allah and seeking Good in this Life 
and the Hereafter upon completing the Rites of Hajj 

Allah commands that He be remembered after the rituals are performed. 



(...as you remember your forefathers) 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn " Abbas said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, people used to stand 
during the (Hajj) season, and one of them would say, " My father used to feed (the poor), help 
others (end their disputes, with his money), pay the Diyah (i.e., blood money),' and so forth. 
The only Dhikr that they had was that they would remember the deeds of their fathers. Allah 
then revealed to Muhammad : 



(Remember Allah as you remember your forefathers or with far more remembrance.) 

Therefore, remembering Allah the Exalted and Ever High is always encouraged. We should 
mention that when Allah used "or" in the Ayah, He meant to encourage the people to remember 
Him more than they remember their forefathers, not that the word entails a doubt (asto which 
is larger or bigger). This statement is similar to the Ayat: 



(...as stones or even worse in hardness) (2:74) and, 



(. ..fear men asthey fear Allah or even more) (4:77) and, 



(And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even more) (37:147) and, 



(And was at a distance of two bows' length or (even) nearer.) (53:9) 

Allah encourages calling Him in supplication after remembering Him, because this will make it 
more likely that the supplication will be accepted. Allah also criticizes those who only 
supplicate to Him about the affairs of this life, while ignoring the affairs of the Hereafter. Allah 
said: 



(But of mankind there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us (Your bounties) in this world!" and 
for such there will be no portion in the Hereafter.) qmeaning, they have no share in the 
Hereafter. This criticism servesto discourage other people from imitating those mentioned. 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Some bedouins used to come to the standing area 
(" Arafat) and supplicate saying, ' Allah! Make it a rainy year, a fertile year and a year of good 
child bearing.' They would not mention any of the affairs of the Hereafter. Thus, Allah revealed 
about them: 



(But of mankind there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us (Your bounties) in this world!" and 
for such there will be no portion in the Hereafter.) 

The believers who came after them used to say: 



(Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and 
save us from the torment of the Fire!") 

Next, Allah revealed: 



(For them there will be alloted a share for what they have earned. And Allah is swift at 
reckoning.) 

Hence, Allah praised those who ask for the affairs of both this life and the Hereafter. He said: 



(And of them there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good and in 
the Hereafter that which is good, and save us from the torment of the Fire!") 

The supplication mentioned and praised in the Ayah includes all good aspects of this life and 
seeks refuge from all types of evil. The good of this life concerns every material request of 
well-being, spacious dwelling, pleasing mates, sufficient provision, beneficial knowledge, good 
profession or deeds, comfortable means of transportation and good praise, all of which the 
scholars of Tafsir have mentioned regarding this subject. All of these are but apart of the good 
that is sought in this life. As for the good of the Hereafter, the best of this includes acquiring 
Paradise, which also means acquiring safety from the greatest horror at the gathering place. It 
also refers to being questioned lightly and the other favors in the Hereafter. 

As for acquiring safety from the Fire, it includes being directed to what leads to this good end 
in this world, such as avoiding the prohibitions, sins of all kinds and doubtful matters. 



Al-Qasim bin 'Abdur- Rahman said, "Whoever is gifted with a grateful heart, a remembering 
tongue and a patient body, will have been endowed with a good deed in this life, a good deed 
in the Hereafter and saved from the torment of the Fire." 

This is why the Sunnah encourages reciting this Du' a' (i.e., in the Ayah about gaining a good 
deed in this life and the Hereafter). Al-Bukhari reported that Anas bin Malik narrated that the 
Prophet used to say: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, our Lord! Give us that which is good in this life, that which is good in the Hereafter 
and save us from the torment of the Fire.) 

Imam Ahmad reported that Anas said, "Allah's Messenger visited a Muslim man who had become 
as weak as a sick small bird. Allah's Messenger said to him, ' Were you asking or supplicating to 
Allah about something' He said, 'Yes. I used to say: Allah! Whatever punishment you saved 
for me in the Hereafter, give it to me in this life.' Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



( 

(All praise is due to Allah! You cannot bear it -or stand it-. You should have said: (Our Lord! 
Give us in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and save us 
from the torment of the Fire!)) 

The man began reciting this Du' a and he was cured." Muslim also recorded it. 

Al-Hakim reported that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "A man came to Ibn ' Abbas and said, x I worked 
for some people and settled for a part of my compensation in return for their taking me to 
perform Hajj with them. Is this acceptable' Ibn * Abbas said, ' You are among those whom Allah 
described: 



(For them there will be alloted a share for what they have earned. And Allah is swift at 
reckoning.) 

Al-Hakim then commented; "This Hadith is authentic according to the criteria of the Two 
Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) although they did not record it." 



(203. And remember Allah during the Appointed Days. But whosoever hastens to leave in two 
days, there is no sin on him and whosoever stays on, there is no sin on him, if his aim is to do 
good and obey Allah (fear Him), and know that you will surely be gathered unto Him.) 

Remembering Allah during the Days of Tashriq - Days of Eating and 

Drinking 

Ibn " Abbas said, ' The Appointed Days are the Days of Tashriq (11 -12-1 3th of Dhul-Hij j ah) while 
the Known Days are the (first) ten (days of Dhul-Hij j ah)." x Ikrimah said that: 



(And remember Allah during the Appointed Days.) means reciting the Takbir -- Allahu Akbar, 
Allahu Akbar, during the days of Tashriq after the compulsory prayers. 

Imam Ahmad reported that ' Uqbah bin ' Amr said that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(The day of " Arafah (9th of Dhul-Hij j ah), the day of the Sacrifice (10th) and the days of the 
Tashriq (1 1-12-1 3th) are our ' Id (festival) for we people of Islam. These are days of eating and 
drinking.) 

Imam Ahmad reported that Nubayshah Al-Hudhali said that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 



(The days of Tashriq are days of eating, drinking and Dhikr (remembering) of Allah.) 

Muslim also recorded this Haith 

We also mentioned the Hadith of Jubayr bin Muf im: 

« » 

(All of " Arafat is a standing place and all of the days of Tashriq are days of Sacrifice. ) 
We also mentioned the Hadith by ' Abdur-Rahman bin Ya' mar Ad-Diyli: 



» 



« 



(The days of Mina (Tashriq) are three. Those who hasten in two days then there is no sin in it, 
and those who delay (i.e., remain in Mina for a third day) then there is no sin in it.) 

Ibn Jarir reported that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(The days of Tashriq are days of eating and remembering Allah.) 

Ibn Jarir reported that Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger sent 'Abdullah bin 
Hudhafah to Mina proclaiming: 



» 

« 

(Do not fast these days (i.e., Tashriq days), for they are days of eating, drinking and 
remembering Allah the Exalted and Most Honored.) 

The Appointed Days 

Miqsam said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Appointed Days are the days of Tashriq, four days: 
the day of the Sacrifice (10th of Dhul-Hijjah) and three days after that. 

This opinion was also reported of Ibn ' Umar, Ibn Az-Zubayr, Abu Musa, 'Ata', Mujahid, 
" Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Yahya bin Abu Kathir, Al-Hasan, 



Qatadah, As-Suddi, Az-Zuhri, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan, ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, Malik bin Anas, and others. In addition, the apparent meaning of the following Ayah 
supports this opinion: 



(But whosoever hastens to leave in two days, there is no sin on him and whosoever stays on, 
there is no sin on him.) 

So the Ayah hintsto the three days after the day of Sacrifice. 

Allah's statement: 



(And remember Allah during the Appointed Days) directs remembering Allah upon slaughtering 
the animals, after the prayers, and by Dhikr (supplication) in general. It also includes Takbir 
and remembering Allah while throwing the pebbles every day during the Tashriq days. A Hadith 
that Abu Dawud and several others collected states: 



(Tawaf around the House, Sa' i between As-Safa and Al-Marwah and throwing the pebbles were 
legislated so that Allah is remembered in Dhikr.) 

When mentioning the first procession (refer to 2:199) and the second procession of the people 
upon the end of the Hajj season, when they start to return to their areas, after they had 
gathered during the rituals and at the standing places, Allah said, 



(and obey Allah (fear Him), and know that you will surely be gathered unto Him. 
Smilarly, Allah said: 



(And it is He Who has created you on the earth, and to Him you shall be gathered back.) 
(23:79) 



(204. And of mankind there is he whose speech may please you (0 Muhammad ), in this worldly 
life, and he calls Allah to witness as to that which is in his heart, yet he is the most 
quarrelsome of the opponents.) (205. And when he turns away (from you Muhammad ), his 
effort in the land is to make mischief therein and to destroy the crops and the cattle, and Allah 
likes not mischief). (206. And when it is said to him, "Fear Allah", he is led by arrogance to 
(more) crime. So enough for him is Hell, and worst indeed is that place to rest!) (207. And of 
mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah. And Allah is full of 
kindness to (His) servants.) 



The Characteristics of the Hypocrites 

As-Suddi said that these Ayat were revealed about Al-Akhnas bin Shariq Ath-Thaqafi who came 
to Allah's Messenger and announced his Islam although his heart concealed otherwise. 

Ibn ' Abbas narrated that these Ayat were revealed about some of the hypocrites who criticized 
Khubayb and his companions who were killed during the RajT incident. Thereafter, Allah sent 
down His condemnation of the hypocrites and His praise for Khubayb and his companions: 



(And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah.) 

It was also said that they refer to the hypocrites and the believers in general. This is the 
opinion of Qatadah, Mujahid, Ar-RabT bin Anas and several others, and it iscorrect. 



Ibn Jarir related that Al-Qurazi said that Nawf Al-Bikali, who used to read (previous Divine) 
Books said, "I find the description of some members of this Ummah in the previously revealed 
Books of Allah: they (hypocrites) are people who use the religion to gain material benefit. Their 
tongues are sweeter than honey, but their hearts are more bitter than Sabir (a bitter plant, 
aloe). They show the people the appearance of sheep while their hearts hide the viciousnessof 
wolves. Allah said, 'They dare challenge Me, but they are deceived by Me. I swear by Myself 
that I will send a Fitnah (trial, calamity) on them that will make the wise man bewildered.' I 
contemplated about these statements and found them in the Qur'an describing the hypocrites: 



(And of mankind there is he whose speech may please you (0 Muhammad ), in this worldly life, 
and he calls Allah to witness as to that which is in his heart,) 

This statement by Al-Qurazi is Hasan Sahih. Allah said: 



(...and he calls Allah to witness asto that which is in his heart,) 

This Ayah indicates that such people pretend to be Muslims, but defy Allah by the disbelief and 
hypocrisy that their hearts conceal. Similarly Allah said: 



(They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they cannot hide (them) from Allah.) (4:108) 

This Tafsir was reported from Ibn 'Abbas by Ibn Ishaq. It was also said that the Ayah means 
that when such people announce their Islam, they swear by Allah that what is in their hearts is 
the same of what their tongues are pronouncing. This is also a correct meaning for the Ayah 
that was chosen by ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. It is also the choice of Ibn Jarir who 
related it to Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid. Allah knows best. 

Allah said: 



(Yet he is the most Aladd of the opponents.) (2:204) IThe Ayah used the word Aladd here, 
which literally means 'wicked' (here it means ' quarrelsome'). A variation of the word Ludda 
was also used in another Ayah: 



(So that you (Muhammad) warn with it (the Qur'an) a Ludda people.) (19:97) 

Hence, a hypocrite lies, alters the truth when he quarrels and does not care for the truth. 
Rather, he deviates from the truth, deceives and becomes most quarrelsome. It is reported in 
Sahih that Allah's Messenger said: 



: » 

« 

(The signs of a hypocrite are three: Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie. Whenever he promises, 
he always breaks it (his promise). If you have a dispute with him, he is most quarrelsome.) 

Imam Bukhari reported that ' A'ishah narrated that the Prophet said: 

« » 

(The most hated person to Allah is he who is Aladd and Khasim (meaning most quarrelsome).) 
Allah then said: 



(And when he turns away (from you Muhammad), he struggles in the land to make mischief 
therein and to destroy the crops and the cattle, and Allah likes not mischief.) 

This Ayah indicates that such persons are deviant in the tongue, evil in the deeds, their words 
are fabricated, their belief is wicked and their works are immoral. The Ayah used the (Arabic 
word) Sa' a (literally, 'tries' or " intends'). This word was also used to describe Pharaoh: 



(Then he turned his back, Yas' a (striving hard against Allah). Then he gathered (his people) 
and cried aloud saying, 'I am your lord, most high.' 3d Allah, seized him with a punishing 
example for his last and first transgression. Verily, in this is an instructive admonition for 
whosoever fears Allah.) (79:22-26) 

Sa' a was also used in the Ayah : 



(0 you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed for the Salah (prayer) on the day of 
Friday (Jumu' ah prayer), As' aw come to the remembrance of Allah.) (62:9) 

This Ayah means, * (when the call to the Friday prayer is announced) intend and then proceed 
to attend the Friday prayer.' We should mention that hastening to the mosque is condemed by 
the Sunnah (asthis is another meaning for the word Sa' a): 



» 

« 

(When you come to attend the prayer, do not come in a Sa' i (haste). Rather, come to it while 
walking at ease and in peace (or grace). ) 

The hypocrite has no motive in this life but to cause mischief and to destroy the crops and the 
offspring, including what the animals produce and what the people depend on for their 
livelihood. Mujahid said, "If the hypocrite strives for mischief in the land, Allah prevents the 
rain from falling and thusthe crops and the offspring perish." The Ayah continues: 



(...and Allah likes not mischief.) that is, Allah does not like those who possess these 
characteristics, or those who act like this. 

Rejecting Advice is Characteristic of the Hypocrites 

Allah said: 



(And when it is said to him, "Fear Allah", he is led by arrogance to (more) crime.) 



This Ayah indicates that when the hypocrite, who deviates in his speech and deeds, is advised 
and commanded to fear Allah, refrain from his evil deeds and adhere to the truth, he refuses 
and becomes angry and outraged, as he is used to doing evil. This Ayah is similar to what Allah 
said: 



(And when Our clear verses are recited to them, you will notice a denial on the faces of the 
disbelievers! They are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite Our verses to 
them. Say: "Shall I tell you of something worse than that The Fire (of Hell) which Allah has 
promised to those who disbelieved, and worst indeed isthat destination!) (22:72) 

This is why in this Ayah, Allah said: 



(So enough for him is Hell, and worst indeed is that place to rest) meaning, the Fire is enough 
punishment for the hypocrite. 



The Sincere Believer prefers pleasing Allah 

Allah said: 



(And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah.) 

After Allah described the evil characteristics of the hypocrites, He mentioned the good 
qualities of the believers. Allah said: 



(And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah.) 

Ibn " Abbas, Anas, Sa* id bin Musayyib, Abu ' Uthman An-Nahdi, ' Ikrimah and several other 
scholars said that this Ayah was revealed about Suhayb bin Snan Ar-Rumi. When Suhayb 
became a Muslim in Makkah and intended to migrate (to Al-Madinah), the people (Quraysh) 
prevented him from migrating with his money. They said that if he forfeits his property, he is 
free to migrate. He abandoned his money and preferred to migrate, and Allah revealed this 
Ayah about him. ' Umar bin Khattab and several other Companions met Suhayb close to the 
outskirts of Al-Madinah at Al-Harrah (flat lands with black stones). They said to him, "The trade 
has indeed been successful." He answered them, "You too, may Allah never allow your trade to 
fail. What is the matter" " Umar told him that Allah has revealed this Ayah (2:207) about him. It 
was also reported that Allah's Messenger said, "The trade has been successful, O Suhayb!" 

The meaning of the Ayah (2:207) includes every Mujahid in the way of Allah. Allah said in 
another Ayah: 



(Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties for (the price) that 
theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill (others) and are killed. It is 
a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an. And who 
is truer to his covenant than Allah Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That 
is the supreme success.) (9:111) 

When Hisham bin " Amr penetrated the lines of the enemy, some people criticized him. x Umar 
bin Al-Khattab and Abu Hurayrah refuted them and recited this Ayah: 



(And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah. And Allah is full of 
kindness to (His) servants.) 



(208. you who believe! Enter Sim perfectly, and follow not the footsteps of Shaytan (Satan). 
Verily, he is to you a plain enemy.) (209. Then if you slide back after the clear signs (Prophet 
Muhammad , and this Qur'an and Islam) have come to you, then know that Allah is All-Mighty, 
All -Wise). 

Entering Islam in its Entirety is obligated 

Allah commands His servants who believe in Him and have faith in His Messenger to implement 
all of Islam's legislation and law, to adhere to all of its commandments, as much as they can, 
and to refrain from all of its prohibitions. "AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, and also 
Mujahid, Tawus, Ad-Dahhak, " Ikrimah, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said that Allah's 
statement: 



(Enter 91m) means Islam. Allah's statement: 



(...perfectly) means, in its entirety. This is the Tafsir of Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid, Abu AI-" Aliyah, 
'Ikrimah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. Mujahid 
said that the Ayah means, ' Perform all the good works and the various pious deeds, this is 
especially addressed to those from among the People of the Scripture who embraced the faith.' 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that: 



(0 you who believe! Enter Sim perfectly) refers to the believers among the People of the 
Scripture. This is because they believed in Allah, some of them still followed some parts of the 
Tawrah and the previous revelations. So Allah said: 



(Enter Islam perfectly.) Allah thus commanded them to embrace the legislation of the religion 
of Muhammad in its entirety and to avoid abandoning any part of it. They should no longer 
adhere to the Tawrah. 

Allah then said: 



(...and follow not the footsteps of Shaytan) meaning, perform the acts of worship and avoid 
what Satan commands you to do. This is because: 



(He (Shaytan) commands you only what is evil and Fahsha' (sinful), and that you should say 
about Allah what you know not.) (2:169) and: 



(He only invites his Hizb (followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) 
(35:6) Hence, Allah said: 



(Verily, he is to you an open enemy.) 
Allah said: 



(Then if you slide back after the clear signs have come to you) meaning, if you deviate from 
the Truth after clear proofs have been established against you, 



(...then know that Allah is All -Mighty) in His punishment, and no one can escape His vengeance 
or defeat Him. 



(All-Wise) in His decisions, actions and rulings. Hence Abu AI-" Aliyah, Qatadah and Ar-RabP bin 
Anas said, "He is Mighty in His vengeance, Wise in His decision." 



(210. Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them over the 
shadows of the clouds and the angels (Then) the case would be already judged. And to Allah 
return all matters (for decision).) 

Do not delay embracing the Faith 



(Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them over the shadows of 
the clouds and the angels) on the Day of Resurrection to judge the early and the latter 
creations. Allah shall then reward each according to his or her deeds; and whoever does good 
shall see it, and whoever does evil shall see it. This is why Allah said: 



((Then) the case would be already judged. And to Allah return all matters (for decision). 
Similarly, Allah said: 



(Nay! When the earth is ground to powder. And your Lord comes with the angels in rows. And 
Hell will be brought near that Day. On that Day will man remember, but how will that 
remembrance (then) avail him) (89:21-23) and: 



(Do they then wait for anything other than that the angels should come to them, or that your 
Lord (Allah) should come, or that some of the signs of your Lord should come (i. e., portents of 
the Hour, e.g., rising of the sun from the west)!) (6:158) 

Abu J a* far Razi reported that Abu Al-' Aliyah narrated that: 



(Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them over the shadows of 
the clouds and the angels) means, the angels will descend on the shadows of clouds, while 
Allah comes as He wills. Some of the reciters read it, 



Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them and also the angels 
over the shadows of the clouds. This is similar to Allah's other statement: 



(And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall be rent asunder with clouds, and the angels 
will be sent down, with a grand descending.) (25:25) 



(211. Ask the Children of Israel how many clear Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.) We gave them. And whoever changes Allah's favor after it has come to him, 
e.g., renounces the religion of Allah (Islam) and accepts Kufr (disbelief) then surely, Allah is 
severe in punishment.) (212. Beautified is the life of this world for those who disbelieve, and 
they mock at those who believe. But those who have Taqwa, will be above them on the Day of 
Resurrection. And Allah gives (of His bounty, blessings, favors, and honors on the Day of 
Resurrection) to whom He wills without limit.) 

The Punishment for changing Allah's Favor and mocking the 

Believers 

Allah mentioned that the Children of Israel, were witnesses to many clear signs that attest to 
the truth of Moses regarding what he was sent with for them. They witnessed his hand (when it 
became lit with light), his parting the sea, his striking the rock (and water flowed from the 
rock), the clouds that shaded them during the intense heat, the manna and the quails, and so 
forth. These signs attested to the existence of the Creator and the truth of Moses by whose 
hand these signs appeared. Yet, so many among them changed Allah's favor, by preferring 
disbelief to faith and by ignoring Allah's favors, 



(And whoever changes Allah's favor after it had come to him, then surely, Allah is severe in 
punishment.) 

Similarly, Allah said about the disbelievers of Quraysh: 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused 
their people to dwell in the house of destruction Hell, in which they will burn, and what an 
evil place to settle in!) (14:28, 29) 

Then Allah states that He has made the life of this world beautiful for the disbelievers who are 
satisfied with it, who collect wealth, but refrain from spending it on what they have been 
commanded, which could earn them Allah's pleasure. Instead, they ridicule the believers who 
ignore this life and who spend whatever they earn on what pleases their Lord. The believers 
spend seeking Allah's Face, and this is why they have gained the ultimate happiness and the 
best share on the Day of the Return. Therefore, they will be exalted above the disbelievers at 
the Gathering Place, when they are gathered, during the resurrection and in their final 
destination. The believers will reside in the highest grades in the utmost highs, while the 
disbelievers will reside in the lowest of lows (in the Fire). 

This is why Allah said: 



(And Allah givesto whom He wills without limit.) 

This Ayah indicates that Allah gives sustenance to whomever He wills of His servants without 
count or limit in this and the Hereafter. AHadith has stated (that Allah said): 



« » 

(0 son of Adam! Spend (in Allah's cause) and I (Allah) will spend on you.) The Prophet said: 

« » 

(0 Bilal! Spend and do not fear deprivation from the Owner of the Throne.) 
Allah said: 



(...and whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's cause), He will replace it.) (34:39) In 
addition, it is reported in the Sahih (that the Prophet said): 



» 



« 



(Every day two angels come down from heavens and one of them says, " Allah! Compensate 
every person who spends in Your cause,' and the other (angel) says, '0 Allah! Destroy every 
miser.') Also in the Sahih: 



» 



« 

(The son of Adam says, ' My money, my money!' Yet, what is your money except that which you 
eat and use up, wear and tear, and spend in charity and thus keep (in your record). Other than 
that, it will go away and will be left for the people (the inheritors).) 

In addition, Imam Ahmad reported that the Prophet said: 

» 

« 

(The Dunya (life of this world) is the residence of those who have no residence, the wealth of 
those who have no wealth, and it is harvested by those who have no sense of reason.) 



(213. Mankind was one community and Allah sent Prophets with glad tidings and warnings, and 
with them He sent down the Scripture in truth to judge between people in matters wherein 
they differed. And only those to whom (the Scripture) was given differed concerning it, after 
clear proofs had come unto them, through hatred, one to another. Then Allah by His leave 
guided those who believed to the truth of that wherein they differed. And Allah guides whom 
He wills to the straight path). 

Disputing, after the Clear Signs have come, indicates Deviation 

Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "There were ten generations between Adam and Nuh, 
all of them on the religion of Truth. They later disputed so Allah sent the Prophets as warners 
and bringersof glad tidings." He then said that this is how " Abdullah read the Ayah: 



The people were one Ummah and they then disputed. 

Al-Hakim recorded this in his Mustadrak and said, "Its chain of narrators is Sahih, but they (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it." Abu Ja' far Razi reported that Abu Al-' Aliyah said that 
Ubayy bin Ka' b read the Ayah as: 



The people were one Ummah and they then disputed and Allah sent the Prophets as warners 
and bringersof glad tidings. 

" Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar said that Qatadah said that Allah's statement: 



(Mankind was one community) means; "They all had the guidance. Then: 



They disputed and Allah sent Prophets. 

The first to be sent was Nuh." 

* Abdur-Razzaq reported that Abu Hurayrah commented on: 



(Then Allah by His leave guided those who believed to the truth of that wherein they differed. 
) saying that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(We are the last (nation), but the first (foremost) on the Day of Resurrection. We are the first 
people to enter Paradise, although they (Jews and Christians) have been given the Book before 
us and we after them. Allah has guided us to the truth wherever they disputed over it. This is 
the day (Friday) that they disputed about, Allah guided us to it. 3d, the people follow us, as 
tomorrow is for the Jews and the day after is for the Christians.) 

Ibn Wahb related that " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that his father said about the 
Ayah: 



(Then Allah by His leave guided those who believed to the truth of that wherein they differed.) 

They disputed about the day of Congregation (Friday). The Jews made it Saturday while the 
Christians chose Sunday. Allah guided the Ummah of Muhammad to Friday. They also disputed 
about the true Qiblah. The Christians faced the east while the Jews faced Bayt Al-Maqdis. Allah 
guided the Ummah of Muhammad to the true Qiblah (Ka'bah in Makkah). They also disputed 
about the prayer, as some of them bow down, but do not prostrate, while others prostrate, but 
do not bow down. Some of them pray while talking and some while walking. Allah guided the 
Ummah of Muhammad to the truth. They also disputed about the fast; some of them fast during 
a part of the day, while others fast from certain types of foods. Allah guided the Ummah of 
Muhammad to the truth. They also disputed about Ibrahim. The Jews said, 'He was a Jew,' 
while the Christians considered him Christian. Allah has made him a Haniyfan Musliman. Allah 
has guided the Ummah of Muhammad to the truth. 

They also disputed about ' Isa. The Jews rejected him and accused his mother of a grave sin, 
while the Christians made him a god and the son of God. Allah made him by His Word and a 
spirit from (those He created) Him. Allah guided the Ummah of Muhammad to the truth." 

Allah then said: 



(...by His leave) meaning, * By His knowledge of them and by what He has directed and guided 
them to,' according to Ibn Jarir. Also: 



(And Allah guides whom He wills) means from among His creation. (Allah said: 



(...to the straight way) meaning, He commands the decision and the clear proof. Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim reported that ' A'ishah narrated that when Allah's Messenger used to wake up at 
night to pray, he would say: 



» 



« 

(0 Allah, the Lord of (angels) Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil, Creator of the heavens and earth and 
Knower of the seen and the unseen. You judge between Your servants regarding what they 
have disputed in, so guide me to what have been the subject of dispute of the truth by Your 
leave. Indeed, You guide whom You will to the straight path.( 

A Du' a reads: 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! Show us the truth as truth, and bestow adherence to it on us. Show us the evil as evil, 
and make us stay away from it, and do not confuse us regarding the reality of evil so that we 
will not be led astray by it, and make us leaders for the believers.) 



(214. Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who 
passed away before you They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so 
shaken that even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, "When (will come) 
the help of Allah" Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!) 

Victory only comes after succeeding in the Trials 

Allah said: 



(Or think you that you will enter Paradise) before you are tested and tried just like the nations 
that came before you This is why Allah said: 



(...without such (trials) as came to those who passed away before you They were afflicted with 
severe poverty and ailments) meaning, illnesses, pain, disasters and hardships. Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 
'Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Murrain Al-Hamdani, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak, Ar-RabP , As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan said that 



(Al-Ba'sa') means poverty. Ibn ' Abbas said that 



(...and Ad-Darra') means ailments. 



(and were so shaken) for fear of the enemy, and were tested, and put to a tremendous trial. 
An authentic Hadith narrated that Khabbab bin Al-Aratt said, "We said, '0 Messenger of Allah! 
Why do you not invoke Allah to support us Why do you not supplicate to Allah for us' He said: 



» 



.« 

(The saw would be placed on the middle of the head of one of those who were before you 
(believers) and he would be sawn until his feet, and he would be combed with iron combs 
between his skin and bones, yet that would not make him change his religion.) 

He then said: 



» 



« 

(By Allah! This matter (religion) will spread (or expand) by Allah until the traveler leaves San' a' 
to Hadramawt (both in Yemen, but at a great distance from each other) fearing only Allah and 
then the wolf for the sake of his sheep. You are just a hasty people.) 

And Allah said: 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and 
will not be tested And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly 
make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make (it) known (the 
falsehood of) those who are liars.) (29:1-3) 

The Companions experienced tremendous trials during the battle of Al-Ahzab (the 
Confederates). Allah said: 



(When they came upon you from above you and from below you, and when the eyes grew wild 
and the hearts reached to the throats, and you were harboring doubts about Allah. There, the 
believers were tried and shaken with a mighty shaking. And when the hypocrites and those in 
whose hearts is a disease (of doubts) said: "Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing but 
delusion!") (33:10-12) 

When Heraclius asked Abu Sufyan, "Did you fight him (Prophet Muhammad)" He said, "Yes." 
Heraclius said, "What was the outcome of warfare between you" Abu Sufyan said, "Sometimes 
we lose and sometimes he loses." He said, "Such is the case with Prophets, they are tested, but 
the final victory is t heirs." 

Allah's statement: 



(...without (such) (trials) as came to those who passed away before you) meaning, their way of 
life. Similarly, Allah said: 



(Then We destroyed men stronger (in power) than these and the example of the ancients has 
passed away (before them)) (43: 8) and: 



(...were so shaken that even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, "When 
(will come) the help of Allah.") 

They pleaded (to Allah) for victory against their enemies and invoked Him for aid and 
deliverance from their hardships and trials. Allah said: 



(Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!) 
Allah said: 



(Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along with every hardship is relief.) (94:5, 6) 



So just asthere is hardship, its equal of relief will soon arrive. This is why Allah said: 



(Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!) 



(215. They ask you (0 Muhammad ) what they should spend. Say: "Whatever you spend of good 
must be for parents and kindred and orphans and Al-Masakin (the poor) and the wayfarer, and 
whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well.") 

Who deserves the Nafaqah (Spending or Charity) 

Muqatil bin Hayyan said that this Ayah was revealed about the voluntary charity. The Ayah 
means, ' They ask you (0 Muhammad ) how they should spend,' as Ibn ' Abbas and Mujahid have 
stated. So, Allah explained it for them, saying: 



(Say: "Whatever you spend of good must be for parents and kindred and orphans and Al-Masakin 
and the wayfarer,") meaning, spend it on these categories or areas. Smilarly, a Hadith states 
(that those who deserve one's generosity the most, are): 



« » 

(Your mother, father, sister, brother, the closest and then the farthest (relatives).) 

Maymun bin Mihran once recited this Ayah (2:215) and commented, "These are the areas of 
spending. Allah did not mention among them the drums, pipe, wooden pictures, or the curtains 
that cover the walls." 

Next, Allah said: 



(...and whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well.) meaning, whatever you 
perform of good works, Allah knows them and He will reward you for them in the best manner, 
no one will be dealt with unjustly, even the weight of an atom. 



(216. Fighting is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike 
a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you 
do not know.) 



Jihad is made Obligatory 

In this Ayah, Allah made it obligatory for the Muslims to fight in Jihad against the evil of the 
enemy who transgress against Islam. Az-Zuhri said, "Jihad is required from every person, 
whether he actually joins the fighting or remains behind. Whoever remains behind is required 
to give support, if support is warranted; to provide aid, if aid is needed; and to march forth, if 
he is commanded to do so. If he is not needed, then he remains behind." It is reported in the 
Sahih: 



» 

« 

(Whoever dies but neither fought (i.e., in Allah's cause), nor sincerely considered fighting, will 
die a death of Jahiliyyah (pre-lslamic era of ignorance).) 

On the day of Al-Fath (when he conquered Makkah), the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(There is no Hijrah (migration from Makkah to Al- Mad in ah) after the victory, but only Jihad and 
good intention. If you were required to march forth, then march forth.) 

Allah's statement: 



(...though you dislike it) means, 'Fighting is difficult and heavy on your hearts.' Indeed, 
fighting is as the Ayah describes it, as it includes being killed, wounded, striving against the 
enemies and enduring the hardship of travel. Allah then said: 



(. ..and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you) meaning, fighting is followed 
by victory, dominance over the enemy, taking over their lands, money and offspring. Allah 
continues: 



(...and that you like a thing which is bad for you.) 

This Ayah is general in meaning. Hence, one might covet something, yet in reality it is not good 
or beneficial for him, such as refraining from joining the Jihad, for it might lead to the enemy 
taking over the land and the government. Then, Allah said: 



(Allah knows, but you do not know.) meaning, He has better knowledge than you of how things 
will turn out to be in the end, and of what benefits you in this earthly life and the Hereafter. 
Hence, obey Him and adhere to His commands, so that you may acquire the true guidance. 



(217. They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Months. Say, "Fighting therein is a great 
(transgression) but a greater (transgression) with Allah is to prevent mankind from following 
the way of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah), 
and to drive out its inhabitants, and Al-Fitnah is worse than killing." And they will never cease 
fighting you until they turn you back from your religion (Islamic Monotheism) if they can. And 
whosoever of you turns back from his religion and dies as a disbeliever, then his deeds will be 
lost in this life and in the Hereafter, and they will be the dwellers of the Fire. They will abide 
therein forever.) (218. Verily, those who have believed, and those who have emigrated (for 
Allah's religion) and have striven hard in the way of Allah, all these hope for Allah's mercy. And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.) 



The Nakhlah Military Maneuvers, and the Ruling on Fighting during 

the Sacred Months 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Jundub bin ' Abdullah said: Allah's Messenger assembled a group of 
men under the command of Abu ' Ubaydah bin Jarrah. When he was about to march, he started 
crying for the thought of missing Allan's Messenger . Consequently, the Messenger relieved Abu 
'Ubaydah from command, appointed 'Abdullah bin Jahsh instead, gave him some written 
instructions and commanded him not to read the instructions until he reached such and such 
area. He also said to ' Abdullah: 



» 

.« 

(Do not compel any of your men to continue marching with you thereafter.) 

When 'Abdullah read the instructions, he recited Istirja' saying, 'Truly! to Allah we belong 
and truly, to Him we shall return'; and refer to (2:156) and said, "I hear and obey Allah and His 



Messenger." He then told his companions the story and read the instructions to them, and two 
men went back while the rest remained. Soon after, they found Ibn Hadrami (one of the 
disbelievers of Quraysh) and killed him not knowing that that day was in Rajab or Jumadi 
(where Rajab is the Sacred Month). The polyt heists said to the Muslims, "You have committed 
murder in the Sacred Month." Allah then revealed: 



(They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Months. Say, "Fighting therein is a great 
(transgression)...") 

Abdul-Malik bin Hisham, who compiled the Srah (life story of the Prophet ), related that Ziyad 
bin 'Abdullah Bakka'i said that Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar Al-Madani wrote in his book on 
the Srah, "Allah's Messenger sent 'Abdullah bin Jahsh bin Riyab Al-Asadi in Rajab, after he (the 
Prophet ) came back from the first battle of Badr. The Prophet sent eight people with him, all 
from among the Muhajirun and none from the Ansar. He also gave him some written 
instructions and ordered him not to read them until he marched for two days. ' Abdullah should 
then read the instructions and march to implement them, but should not force any of those 
who were with him to accompany him. 

The companions of 'Abdullah bin Jahsh were all from the Muhajirun, from the tribe of Banu 
' Abd Shams bin ' Abd Manaf , there was Abu Hudhayfah bin * Utbah bin Rabi' ah bin ' Abd Shams 
bin ' Abd Manaf. From their allies, there was ' Abdullah bin Jahsh, who was the commander of 
the army unit, and ' Ukkashah bin Mihsan from the tribe of Banu Asad bin Khuzaymah. From the 
tribe of Banu Nawfal bin 'Abd Manaf, there was 'Utbah bin Ghazwan bin Jabir, one of their 
allies. From the tribe of Banu Zuhrah bin Kilab, there was Sa' d bin Abu Waqqas. From Banu 
Ka' b, there were their allies: 'Adi bin 'Amr bin Ar-Rabi' ah not from the tribe of Ibn Wa'il; 
Waqid bin ' Abdullah bin ' Abd Manaf bin ' Arin bin Tha' labah bin Yarbu' from Banu Tamim; and 
Khalid bin Bukair from the tribe of Banu Sa'd bin Layth, Suhayl bin Bayda' from Banu Al-Harith 
bin Fihr was also among them. When ' Abdullah bin Jahsh marched for two days, he opened and 
read the (Prophet's) instructions, "When you read these instructions, march until you set camp 
at Nakhlah between Makkah and At-Ta'if. There, watch the movements of the caravan of 
Quraysh and collect news about them for us." When ' Abdullah bin Jahsh read the document, he 
said, "I hear and obey." He then said to his companions, "Allah's Messenger has commanded me 
to march forth to Nakhlah to watch the movements of the caravan of Quraysh and to inform 
him about their news. He has prohibited me from forcing any of you (to go with me). So, those 
who seek martyrdom, they should march with me. Those who dislike the idea of martyrdom, 
let them turn back. Surely, I will implement the command of Allah's Messenger ." He and his 
companions continued without any of them turning back. 

'Abdullah entered the Hijaz area (western Arabia) until he reached an area called Buhran, 
close to Furu' . There, Sa' d bin Abu Waqqas and ' Utbah bin Ghazwan lost the camel that they 
were riding in turns, and they went back to search for it while ' Abdullah bin Jahsh and the rest 
of his companions continued until they reached Nakhlah. Then, a caravan belonging to the 
Quraysh passed by carrying raisins, food stuff and some trade items for the Quraysh. 'Amr bin 
Hadrami, whose name was ' Abdullah bin ' Abbad, was in the caravan, as well as ' Uthman bin 
'Abdullah bin Al-Mughirah and his brother Nawfal bin 'Abdullah from the tribe of Makhzum, 
and Al-Hakam bin Kaysan, a freed slave of Hisham bin Al-Mughirah. When they saw the 
Companions they were frightened, but when they saw 'Ukkashah bin Mihsan their fears 



subsided, since his head was shaved. They said, "These people seek the ' Umrah, so there is no 
need to fear them." 

The Companions conferred among themselves. That day was the last day in the (sacred) month 
of Rajab. They said to each other, "By Allah! If you let them pass, they will soon enter the 
Sacred Area and take refuge in it from you. If you kill them, you will kill them during the 
Sacred Month." They at first hesitated and did not like to attack them. They then began 
encouraging themselves and decided to kill whomever they could among the disbelievers and to 
confiscate whatever they had. Hence, Waqid bin 'Abdullah At-Tamimi shot an arrow at 'Amr 
bin Al-Hadrami and killed him. 'Uthman bin 'Abdullah and Al-Hakam bin Kaysan gave 
themselves up, while Nawfal bin 'Abdullah was able to outrun them in flight. Later on, 
'Abdullah bin Jahsh and his companions went back to Allah's Messenger in Al-Madinah with the 
caravan and the two prisoners, dlbn Ishaq went on: I was told that some members of the family 
of 'Abdullah bin Jahsh said that 'Abdullah said to his companions: "Allah's Messenger will have 
one-fifth of what we have confiscated." This occurred before Allah required one-fifth for His 
Messenger from the war booty. So, 'Abdullah designated one-fifth of the caravan for Allah's 
Messenger and divided the rest among his companions. Ibn Ishaq also stated that at first, when 
the Sariyah came back to Allah's Messenger , he said to them: 



« » 

(I have not commanded you to conduct warfare during the Sacred Month. ) 

He left the caravan and the two prisoners alone and did not take any share of the war booty. 

When Allah's Messenger did that, the soldiers from the attack were concerned and felt that 
they were destroyed, and their Muslim brethren criticized them for what they did. The Quraysh 
said that Muhammad and his Companions violated the sanctity of the Sacred Month and shed 
blood, confiscated property and took prisoners during it. Those who refuted them among the 
Muslims who remained in Makkah replied that the Muslims had done that during the month of 
Sha' ban (which is not a sacred month). Meanwhile, the Jews were pleased about what 
happened to Allah's Messenger . They said, ' Amr bin Hadrami was killed by Waqid bin 
'Abdullah: 'Amr, means the war has started, Hadrami means the war has come, as for Waqid 
(bin 'Abdullah): the war has raged (using some of the literal meanings of these names to 
support their fortune-telling!)." But, Allah made all that turn against them. 

The people continued talking about this matter, then Allah revealed to His Messenger : 



(They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Months. Say, "Fighting therein is a great 
(transgression) but a greater (transgression) with Allah is to prevent mankind from following 
the way of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah), 
and to drive out its inhabitants, and Al-Fitnah is worse than killing.) 

This Ayah means, ' If you had killed during the Sacred Month, they (disbelievers of Quraysh) 
have hindered you from the path of Allah and disbelieved in it. They also prevented you from 
entering the Sacred Mosque, and expelled you from it, while you are its people, 



(...a greater (transgression) with Allah) than killing whom you killed among them. Also: 



(...and Al-Fitnah is worse than killing.) means, trying to force the Muslims to revert from their 
religion and re-embrace Kufr after they had believed, is worse with Allah than killing.' Allah 
said: 



(And they will never cease fighting you until they turn you back from your religion (Islamic 
Monotheism) if they can.) 

So, they will go on fighting you with unrelenting viciousness. 

Ibn Ishaq went on: When the Qur'an touched this subject and Allah brought relief to the 
Muslims instead of the sadness that had befallen them, Allah's Messenger took possession of the 
caravan and the two prisoners. The Quraysh offered to ransom the two prisoners, ' Uthman bin 
x Abdullah and Hakam bin Kaysan. Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(We will not accept your ransom until our two companions return safely. ) meaning Sa'd bin 
Abu Waqqas and ' Utbah bin Ghazwan, "For we fear for their safety with you. If you kill them, 
we will kill your people." Later on, Sa' d and 'Utbah returned safely and Allah's Messenger 
accepted the Quraysh's ransom for their prisoners. As for Al-Hakam bin Kaysan, he became 
Muslim and his Islam strengthened. He remained with Allah's Messenger until he was martyred 
during the incident at Bir Ma' unah (when the Prophet sent seventy Companions to Najd to 
teach them Islam, but Banu Sulaim killed them all except two). As for ' Uthman bin ' Abdullah, 
he went back to Makkah and died there as a disbeliever. 



Ibn Ishaq went on: When " Abdullah bin Jahsh and his companions were relieved from their 
depressing thoughts after the Qur'an was revealed about this subject, they sought the reward 
of the fighters (in Allah's way). They said, "0 Messenger of Allah! We wish that this incident be 
considered a battle for us, so that we gain the rewards of the Mujahidin." Then, Allah revealed: 



(Verily, those who have believed, and those who have emigrated (for Allah's religion) and have 
striven hard in the way of Allah, all these hope for Allah's mercy. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) 

Hence, Allah has greatly elevated their hopes of gaining what they had wished for. 



(219. They ask you (0 Muhammad ) concerning alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a 
great sin, and (some) benefits for men, but the sin of them is greater than their benefit." And 
they ask you what they ought to spend. Say: "That which is (spare) beyond your needs." Thus 
Allah makes clear to you His Laws in order that you may give thought.) (220. In (to) this worldly 
life and in the Hereafter. And they ask you concerning orphans. Say: "The best thing is to work 
honestly in their property, and if you mix your affairs with theirs, then they are your brothers. 
And Allah knows (the one) who means mischief (e.g., to swallow their property) from (the one) 
who means good (e.g., to save their property). And if Allah had wished, He could have put you 
into difficulties. Truly, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.") 



The Gradual Prohibition of Khamr (Alchoholic Drink) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Maysarah said that ' Umar once said, "0 Allah! Give us a clear 
ruling regarding Al-Khamr!" Allah sent down the Ayah of Surat Al-Baqarah: 



(They ask you (0 Muhammad ) concerning alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a great 
sin...) 

x Umar was then summoned and the Ayah was recited to him. Yet, he still said, "0 Allah! Give 
us a clear ruling regarding Al-Khamr." Then, this Ayah that is in Surat An-Nisa' was revealed: 



(0 you who believe! Approach not As-Salah (the prayer) when you are in a drunken state.) 
(4:43) 

Then, when the prayer was called for, a person used to herald on behalf of Allah's Messenger , 
"No drunk person should attend the prayer." 'Umar was summoned again and the Ayah was 
recited to him. Yet, he still said, "0 Allah! Give us a clear ruling regarding Al-Khamr." Then, the 
Ayah that is in Surat Al-Ma'idah was revealed, " Umar was again summoned and the Ayah was 
recited to him. When he reached: 



(So, will you not then abstain) (5:91) he said, "We did abstain, we did abstain." This is also the 
narration that Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai collected in their books. Al i bin Al-Madini 
and At-Tirmidhi said that the chain of narrators for this Hadith is sound and authentic. We will 
mention this Hadith again along with what Imam Ahmad collected by Abu Hurayrah Allah's 
saying in Surat Al-Ma'idah: 



(Intoxicants and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and Al-Azlam are an abomination of Satan's 
handiwork. So avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) in order that you may be successful.) 
(5:90) 

Allah said: 



(They ask you (O Muhammad ) concerning alcoholic drinks and gambling.) 

As for Al-Khamr, " Umar bin Khattab, the Leader of the faithful, used to say, "It includes all 
what intoxicates the mind." We will also mention this statement in the explanation of Surat Al- 
Ma'idah, along with the topic of gambling. 

Allah said: 



(Say: In them is a great sin, and (some) benefits for men.) 

As for the harm that the Khamr and gambling cause, it effects the religion. As for their benefit, 
it is material, including benefit for the body, digesting the food, getting rid of the excrements, 
sharpening the mind, bringing about a joyous sensation and financially benefiting from their 
sale. Also, (their benefit includes) earnings through gambling that one uses to spend on his 
family and on himself. Yet, these benefits are outweighed by the clear harm that they cause 
which affectsthe mind and the religion. This is why Allah said: 



(...but the sin of them isgreater than their benefit.) 

This Ayah was the beginning of the process of prohibiting Khamr, not explicity, but it only 
implied this meaning. So when this Ayah was recited to ' Umar, he still said, "0 Allah! Give us a 
clear ruling regarding Al-Khamr." Soon after, Allah sent down a clear prohibition of Khamr in 
Surat Al-Ma'idah: 



(0 you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks), and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and 
Al-Azlam are an abomination of Shaytan's handiwork. 3d avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) 
in order that you may be successful. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between 
you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of 
Allah and from As- Sal ah (the prayer). 3d, will you not then abstain) (5:90, 91) 

We will mention this subject, by the will of Allah, when we explain Surat Al-Ma'idah. 

Ibn ' Umar, Ash-Sha' bi, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and * Abdur-Rahman bin Aslam 
stated that the first Ayah revealed about Khamr was: 



(They ask you about Khamr and gambling. Say: "In them there is great sin.") (2:219) 

Then, the Ayah in Surat An-Nisa 1 was revealed (on this subject) and then the Ayah in Surat Al- 
Ma'idah which prohibited Khamr. 

Spending whatever One could spare of his Money on Charity 

Allah said: 



(And they ask you what they ought to spend. Say: "That which is (spare) beyond your needs.") 



Al-Hakam said that Miqsam said that Ibn 'Abbas said that this Ayah means, whatever you can 
spare above the needs of your family. This is also the opinion of Ibn ' Umar, Mujahid, ' Ata', 
x Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Al-Qasim, Salirm, ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. 

Ibn Jarir related that Abu Hurayrah said that a man said, "0 Messenger of Allah! I have a Dinar 
(a currency)." The Prophet said: 



« » 

(Spend it you on yourself.) He said, "I have another Dinar." He said: 

« » 

(Spend it on your wife.) He said, "I have another Dinar." He said: 

« » 

(Spend it on your offspring.) He said, "I have another Dinar." He said: 



« » 



(You have better knowledge (meaning how and where to spend it in charity). 

Muslim also recorded this Hadith in hisSahih. 

Muslim recorded that Jabir said that Allah's Messenger said to a man: 



» 



« 

(Start with yourself and grant it some charity. If anything remains, then spend it on your 
family. If anything remains, then spend it on your relatives. If anything remains, then spend it 
like this and like that (i.e., on various charitable purposes).) 



A Hadith states: 

» 

« 

(0 son of Adam! If you spend whatever you can spare, it would be better for you; but if you 
keep it, it would be worse for you. You shall not be blamed for whatever is barely sufficient.) 

Allah said: 



(Thus Allah makes clear to you His Ayat in order that you may give thought. In (to) this worldly 
life and in the Hereafter.) meaning, just as He stated and explained these commandments for 
you, He also explains the rest of His Ayat regarding the commandments and His promises and 
warnings, so that you might give thought in this life and the Hereafter. ' Ali bin Abu Talhah said 
that Ibn " Abbas commented, "Meaning about the imminent demise and the brevity of this life, 
and the imminent commencement of the Hereafter and its continuity." a 



Maintaining the Orphan's Property 

Allah said: 



(And they ask you concerning orphans. Say: "The best thing is to work honestly in their 
property, and if you mix your affairs with theirs, then they are your brothers. And Allah knows 
him who means mischief (e.g., to swallow their property) from him who means good (e.g., to 
save their property). And if Allah had wished, He could have put you into difficulties.) 

Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "When the Ayat: 



(And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it.) (6:152) and 



(Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, they eat up only fire into their 
bellies, and they will be burnt in the blazing Fire!) (4:10) were revealed, those who took care 
of some orphans, separated their food and drink from the orphans' food and drink. When some 
of the orphans' food and drink remained, they would keep it for them until they eat it or 
otherwise get spoiled. This situation was difficult for them and they mentioned this subject to 
Allah's Messenger . 



(And they ask you concerning orphans. Say: "The best thing is to work honestly in their 
property, and if you mix your affairs with theirs, then they are your brothers.) Hence, they 
joined their food and drink with the food and drink of the orphans." This Hadith was also 
collected by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak. Several others said similarly 
about the circumstances surrounding the revelation of the Ayah (2:220), including Mujahid, 
' At a', Ash-Sha' bi, Ibn Abu Layla, Qatadah and others among the Salaf and those after them. 

Ibn Jarir reported that " A'ishah said, "I dislike that an orphan's money be under my care, unless 
I mix my food with his food and my drink with his drink." 

Allah said: 



(Say: The best thing is to work honestly in their property.) meaning, on the one hand (i.e., this 
is required in any case). Allah then said: 



(...and if you mix your affairs with theirs, then they are your brothers.) meaning, there is no 
harm if you mix your food and drink with their food and drink, since they are your brothers in 
the religion. This is why Allah said afterwards: 



(And Allah knows (the one) who means mischief (e.g., to swallow their property) from (the 
one) who means good (e.g., to save their property). ) meaning, He knows those whose intent is 
to cause mischief or righteousness. He also said: 



(And if Allah had wished, He could have put you into difficulties. Truly, Allah is All-Mighty, All- 
Wise) meaning, if Allah wills, He will make this matter difficult for you. But, He made it easy 
for you, and allowed you to mix your affairs with the orphans' affairs in a way that is better. 
Similarly, Allah said: 



(And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it.) (6:152) 

Allah has thus allowed spending from the orphan's estate by its executor, in reasonable 
proportions, on the condition that he has the intention to compensate the orphan later on, 
when he can afford it. We will mention about it in detail in Surat An-Nisa' by Allah's will. 



(221. And do not marry Al-Mushrikat (idolatresses) till they believe (worship Allah Alone). And 
indeed a slave woman who believes is better than a (free) Mushrikah (idolatress), even though 
she pleases you. And give not (your daughters) in marriage to Al-Mushrikin till they believe (in 
Allah Alone) and verily, a believing servant is better than a (free) Mushrik (idolator), even 
though he pleases you. Those (Mushrikin) invite you to the Fire, but Allah invites (you) to 
Paradise and forgiveness by His leave, and makes His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 
signs, revelations, etc.) clear to mankind that they may remember.) 



The Prohibition of marrying Mushrik Men and Women 

Allah prohibited the believers from marrying Mushrik women who worship idols. Although the 
meaning is general and includes every Mushrik woman from among the idol worshippers and the 
People of the Scripture, Allah excluded the People of the Scripture from this ruling. Allah 
stated: 



((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from those who were given the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians) before your time when you have given their due dowry, desiring chastity (i.e., 
taking them in legal wedlock) not committing illegal sexual intercourse.) (5:5) 

Al i bin Abu Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said about what Allah said: 



(And do not marry Al-Mushrikat (female idolators) till they believe (worship Allah Alone).) 
"Allah has excluded the women of the People of the Scripture." This is also the explanation of 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Makhul, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam and Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas and others. Some scholars said that the Ayah is exclusively talking about idol 
worshippers and not the People of the Scripture, and this meaning is similar to the first 
meaning we mentioned. Allah knows best. 

Abu Ja' far bin Jarir (At-Tabari) said, after mentioning that there is Ijma' that marrying women 
from the People of the Scripture is allowed, ,n Umar disliked this practice so that the Muslims 
do not refrain from marrying Muslim women, or for similar reasons." An authentic chain of 
narrators stated that Shaqiq said: Once Hudhayfah married a Jewish woman and ' Umar wrote 
to him, "Divorce her." He wrote back, "Do you claim that she is not allowed for me so that I 
divorce her" He said, "No. But, I fear that you might marry the whores from among them." Ibn 
Jarir related that Zayd bin Wahb said that 'Umar bin Khattab said, "The Muslim man marries 
the Christian woman, but the Christian man does not marry the Muslim woman." This Hadith 
has a stronger, authentic chain of narratorsthan the previous Hadith. 

Ibn Abu Hatim said that Ibn 'Umar disliked marrying the women from the People of the 
Scripture. He relied on hisown explanation for the Ayah: 



(And do not marry Al-Mushrikat (female idolators) till they believe (worship Allah Alone).) 



Al-Bukhari also reported that Ibn " Umar said, "I do not know of a bigger Shirk than her saying 
that Jesus is her Lord!" 

Allah said: 



(And indeed a slave woman who believes is better than a (free) Mushrikah (female idolators), 
even though she pleases you.) 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said: 

: » 

« 

(A woman is chosen for marriage for four reasons: her wealth, social status, beauty, and 
religion. So, marry the religious woman, may your hands be filled with sand (a statement of 
encouragement).) 

Muslim reported this Hadith from Jabir. Muslim also reported that Ibn 'Amr said that Allah's 
Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(The life of this world is but a delight, and the best of the delights of this earthly life is the 
righteous wife.) 

Allah then said: 



(And give not (your daughters) in marriage to Al-Mushrikin till they believe (in Allah Alone).) 
meaning, do not marry Mushrik men to believing women. This statement is similar to Allah's 
statement: 



(They are not lawful (wives) for them, nor are they lawful (husbands) for them.) (60:10) 



Next, Allah said: 



(. ..and verily, a believing servant is better than a (free) Mushrik (idolator), even though he 
pleases you.) 

This Ayah indicates that a believing man, even an Abyssinian servant, is better than a Mushrik 
man, even if he was a rich master. 



(Those (Al-Mushrikun) invite you to the Fire) meaning, associating and mingling with the 
disbelievers makes one love this life and prefer it over the Hereafter, leading to the severest 
repercussions. Allah said: 



(...but Allah invites (you) to Paradise and forgiveness by His leave) meaning, by His Law, 
commandments and prohibitions. Allah said: 



(...and makes His Ayat clear to mankind that they may remember.) 



(222. They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: "That is an Adha, therefore, keep away from 
women during menses and go not in unto them till they are purified." And when they have 
purified themselves, then go in unto them as Allah has ordained for you. Truly, Allah loves 
those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those who purify themselves.) (223. Your 
wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will, and send (good deeds, or 
ask Allah to bestow upon you pious offspring) for your own selves beforehand. And fear Allah, 
and know that you are to meet Him (in the Hereafter), and give good tidings to the believers (0 
Muhammad ).) 

Sexual Intercourse with Menstruating Women is prohibited 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Jews used to avoid their menstruating women, 
they would not eat, or even mingle with them in the house. The Companions of the Prophet 
asked about this matter and Allah revealed: 



(They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: "That is an Adha, therefore, keep away from 
women during menses and go not in unto them till they are purified.) 

Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

[" Do everything you wish, except having sexual intercourse.) 

When the Jews were told about the Prophet's statement, they said, "What is the matter with 
this man He would not hear of any of our practices, but would defy it." Then, Usayd bin Hudayr 
and " Abbad bin Bishr came and said, "0 Messenger of Allah! The Jews said this and that, should 
we have sex with our women (meaning, during the menstruation period)" The face of Allah's 
Messenger changed color, until the Companions thought that he was angry with them. They 
left. Soon after, some milk was brought to Allah's Messenger as a gift, and he sent some of it 
for them to drink. They knew then that Allah's Messenger was not angry with them. Muslim also 
reported this Hadith. Allah said: 



(. ..therefore, keep away from women during menses.) meaning, avoid the sexual organ. The 
Prophet said: 



« » 

(Do anything you wish except having sexual intercourse.) 

This is why most of the scholars said that it is allowed to fondle the wife, except for having 
sexual intercourse (when she is having her menses). Abu Dawud reported that ' Ikrimah related 
to one of the Prophet's wives that she said that whenever the Prophet wanted to fondle (one of 
his wives) during her menses, he would cover her sexual organ with something. 

Abu Ja' far bin Jarir related that Masruq went to ~ Aishah and greeted her, and ~ Aishah greeted 
him in return. Masruq said, "I wish to ask you about a matter, but I am shy." She replied, "I am 
your mother and you are my son." He said, "What can the man enjoy of his wife when she is 
having her menses" She said, "Everything except her sexual organ." This is also the opinion of 
Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and ' Ikrimah. 

One is allowed to sleep next to his wife and to eat with her (when she is having her menses). 
" Aishah said, "Allah's Messenger used to ask me to wash his hair while I was having the menses. 
He would lay on my lap and read the Qur'an while I was having the period." It is also reported in 
the Sahih that 'Aishah said, "While having the menses, I used to eat from a piece of meat and 
give it to the Prophet who would eat from the same place I ate from. I used to have sips of a 
drink and would then give the cup to the Prophet who would place his mouth where I placed 
my mouth." 

It is also reported in the Two Sahihsthat Maymunah bint Al-Harith Al-Hilaliyah said, "Whenever 
the Prophet wanted to fondle any of his wives during the periods (menses), he used to ask her 
to wear an Izar (a sheet covering the lower-half of the body)." These are the wordings 
collected by Al-Bukhari. Similar was reported from 'Aishah. In addition, Imam Ahmad, Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah reported that 'Abdullah bin Sa' d Al-Ansari asked Allah's 
Messenger , "What am I allowed of my wife while she is having her menses" He said, "What is 
above the Izar (a sheet covering the lower-half of the body)." Hence, Allah's statement: h 



(...and go not in unto them till they are purified.) explains His statement: 



(...therefore, keep away from women during menses.) 

Allah prohibited having sexual intercourse with the wife during menstruation, indicating that 
sexual intercourse is allowed otherwise. 

Allah's statement: 



(And when they have purified themselves, then go in unto them as Allah has ordained for you.) 
indicates that men should have sexual intercourse with their wives after they take a bath. The 
scholars agree that the woman is obliged to take a bath, or to perform Tayammum with sand, 
if she is unable to use water, before she is allowed to have sexual intercourse with her 
husband, after the monthly period ends. Ibn 'Abbas said: 



"(till they are purified) means from blood, and, 



(And when they have purified themselves) means with water." This is also the Tafsir of Mujahid, 
" Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Al-Layth bin Sa' d and others. 



Anal Sex is prohibited 

Allah said: 



(...as Allah has ordained for you.) this refers to Al - Far j (the vagina), as Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid 
and other scholars have stated. Therefore, anal sex is prohibited, as we will further emphasize 
afterwards, Allah willing. Abu Razin, * Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak and others said that: 



(...then go in unto them as Allah has ordained for you.) means when they are pure, and not 
during the menses. Allah said afterwards: 



(Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance) from the sin even if it was 
repeated, 



(and loves those who purify themselves.) meaning, those who purify themselves from the 
impurity and the filth that include having sexual intercourse with the wife during the menses 
and anal sex. 

The Reason behind revealing Allah's Statement: "Your Wives are a 

Tilth for You. 

Allah said: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you,) 

Ibn ' Abbas commented, "Meaning the place of pregnancy." Allah then said: 



(...so go to your tilth, when or how you will,) meaning, wherever you wish from the front or 
from behind, as long as sex takes place in one valve (the female sexual organ), as the authentic 
Hadiths have indicated. 

For instance, Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Al-Munkadir said that he heard Jabir say that the 
Jews used to claim that if one has sex with his wife from behind (in the vagina) the offspring 
would become cross-eyed. Then, this Ayah was revealed: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will,) 

Muslim and Abu Dawud also reported this Hadith. 

Ibn Abu Hatim said that Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir narrated that Jabir bin 'Abdullah told him 
that the Jews claimed to the Muslims that if one has sex with their wife from behind (in the 
vagina) their offspring will become cross-eyed. Allah revealed afterwards: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will,) 

Ibn Jurayj (one of the reporters of the Hadith) said that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(From the front or from behind, as long asthat occurs in the Farj (vagina).) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Ayah, 



(Your wives are a tilth for you) was revealed about some people from the Ansar who came to 
the Prophet and asked him (about having sex with the wife from behind). He said to them: 



« » 

(Have sex with her as you like as long asthat occurs in the vagina.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Sabit said: I went to Hafsah bint " Abdur-Rahman bin 
Abu Bakr and said, "I wish to ask you about something, but I am shy." She said, "Do not be shy, 
my nephew." He said, "About having sex from behind with women." She said, "Umm Salamah 
told me that the Ansar used to refrain from having sex from behind (in the vagina). The Jews 
claimed that those who have sex with their women from behind would have offspring with 
crossed-eyes. When the Muhajirun came to Al-Madinah, they married Ansar women and had sex 
with them from behind. One of these women would not obey her husband and said, 'You will 
not do that until I go to Allah's Messenger (and ask him about this matter). ' She went to Umm 
Salamah and told her the story. Umm Salamah said, ' Wait until Allah's Messenger comes.' When 
Allah's Messenger came, the Ansari woman was shy to ask him about this matter, so she left. 
Umm Salamah told Allah's Messenger the story and he said: 



« » 



(Summon the Ansari woman.)" 

She was summoned and he recited this Ayah to her: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will.) He added: 

« » 

(Only in one valve (the vagina).)" 



This Hadith was also collected by At-Tirmidhi who said, "Hasan." 

An-Nasa'i reported that Ka' b bin ' Alqamah said that Abu An-Nadr said that he asked Naff , 
"The people are repeating the statement that you relate from Ibn ' Umar that he allowed sex 
with women in their rear (anus)." He said, "They have said a lie about me. But let me tell you 
what really happened. Ibn " Umar was once reciting the Qur'an while I was with him and he 
reached the Ayah: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will,) He then said, ' 
NafT ! Do you know the story behind this Ayah' I said, 'No.' He said, 'We, the people of 
Quraysh, used to have sexual intercourse with our wives from the back (in the vagina). When 
we migrated to Al-Madinah and married some Ansari women, we wanted to do the same with 
them. They disliked it and made a big issue out of it. The Ansari women had followed the 
practice of the Jews who have sex with their women while they lay on their sides. Then, Allah 
revealed: 



(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth, when or how you will,)" 

This has an authentic chain of narrators. 

Imam Ahmad reported that Khuzaymah bin Thabit Al-Khatami narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said: 



» 



« 



(Allah does not shy from the truth - he said it thrice-, do not have anal sex with women.) 

This Hadith was collected by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 

Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i reported that Ibn 'Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said: 



» 



« 



(Allah does not look at a man who had anal sex with another man or a woman.) 



At-Ti rmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." This is also the narration that Ibn Hibban collected in his 
Sahih, while Ibn Hazm stated that this is an authentic Hadith. 

In addition, Imam Ahmad reported that 'AM bin Talaq said, "Allah's Messenger forbade anal sex 
with women, for Allah does not shy away from truth." Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi also reported this 
Hadith and said, "Hasan". 

Abu Muhammad 'Abdullah bin ' Abdur-Rahman Darimi reported in his Musnad that Sa' id bin 
Yasar Abu Hubab said: I said to Ibn ' Umar, "What do you say about having sex with women in 
the rear" He said, "What does it mean" I said, "Anal sex." He said, "Does a Muslim do that" This 
Hadith has an authentic chain of narrators and is an explicit rejection of anal sex from Ibn 
x Umar. 

Abu Bakr bin Ziyad Naysaburi reported that Ism a* il bin Ruh said that he asked Malik bin Anas, 
"What do you say about having sex with women in the anus" He said, "You are not an Arab Does 
sex occur but in the place of pregnancy Do it only in the Farj (vagina)." I said, "O Abu 
x Abdullah! They say that you allow that practice." He said, "They utter a lie about me, they lie 
about me." This is Malik's firm stance on this subject. It is also the view of Sa* id bin Musayyib, 
Abu Salamah, " Ikrimah, Tawus, ' Ata , Sa' id bin Jubayr, " Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Mujahid bin 
Jabr, Al-Hasan and other scholars of the Salaf (the Companions and the following two 
generations after them). They all, along with the majority of the scholars, harshly rebuked the 
practice of anal sex and many of them called this practice a Kufr. 

Allah said: 



(. ..and send for your own selves beforehand.) meaning, by performing the acts of worship 
while refraining from whatever Allah has prohibited for you. This is why Allah said afterwards: 



(And fear Allah, and know that you are to meet Him (in the Hereafter),) 
meaning, He will hold you accountable for all of your deeds, 



(...and give good tidings to the believers (0 Muhammad ).) meaning, those who obey what 
Allah has commanded and refrain from what He has prohibited. Ibn Jarir reported that 'Ata' 
said, or related it to Ibn x Abbas, 



(...and send for your own selves beforehand.) means, mention Allah's Name, by saying, 
" Bismillah', before having sexual intercourse." Al-Bukhari also reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(If anyone of you on having sexual relations with his wife said: * In the Name of Allah. Allah! 
Protect us from Satan and also protect what you bestow upon us (i.e., the coming offspring) 
from Satan,' and if it is destined that they should have a child then, Satan will never be able to 
harm him.) 



(224. And make not Allah's (Name) an excuse in your oaths against doing good and acting 
piously, and making peace among mankind. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower (i.e., do not 
swear much and if you have sworn against doing something good then give an expiation for the 
oath and do good).) (225. Allah will not call you to account for that which is unintentional in 
your oaths, but He will call you to account for that which your hearts have earned. And Allah is 
Oft -Forgiving, Most -Forbearing.) 



The Prohibition of swearing to abandon a Good Deed 

Allah commands, 'You should not implement your vows in Allah's Name to refrain from pious 
acts and severing the relations with the relatives, if you swear to abandon such causes.' Allah 
said in another Ayah: 



(And let not those among you who are blessed with graces and wealth swear not to give (any 
sort of help) to their kinsmen, Al-Masakin (the poor), and those who left their homes for Allah's 
cause. Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that Allah should forgive you) (24:22) 

Continuity in a sinful vow is more sinful than breaking it by expiation. Allah's Messenger said: 

» 



« 



(By Allah! It is more sinful to Allah that one of you implements his vow regarding (severing the 
relations with) his relatives than (breaking his promise and) paying the Kaffarah that Allah has 
required in such cases.) 

This is how Muslim reported this Hadith and also Imam Ahmad. 

" Ali bin Abu Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said that what Allah said: 



(And make not Allah's (Name) an excuse in your oaths) means, "Do not vow to refrain from 
doing good works. (If you make such vow then) break it, pay the Kaffarah and do the good 
work." This was also said by Masruq, Ash-Sha* bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha* i, Mujahid, Tawus, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, 'Ata', Mkrimah, Makhul, Az-Zuhri, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ar-Rabr 
bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani and As-Suddi. 

Suporting this view, which is the majority view, is what is reported in the Two Sahihs that Abu 
Musa AI-AslY ari narrated that Allah's Messenger said: . 



» 



« 

(By Allah! Allah willing, I will not vow to do a thing and then see a better act, but I would do 
what is better and break my vow.) Muslim reported that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's 
Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever makes a vow and then finds what is better than his vow (should break his vow,) pay 
the Kaffarah and perform the better deed.) 

The Laghw (Unintentional) Vows 

Allah said: 



(Allah will not call you to account for that which is unintentional in your oaths,) 

This Ayah means, ' Allah does not punish or hold you accountable for the Laghw (unintentional) 
vows that you make.' The Laghw vows are unintentional and are just like the habitual 
statements that the tongue repeats, without really intending them. For instance, it is reported 
in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever swore and (unintentionally) mentioned Al-Lat and AI-' Uzza (two idols) in his vow, 
should then say, 'There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah'.) 

The Messenger said this statement to some new Muslims whose tongues were, before Islam, 
used to vowing by their idol Al-Lat. Therefore, the Prophet ordered them to intentionally recite 
the slogan of Ikhlas, just as they mentioned these words by mistake, so that it (the word of 
Ikhlas) may eradicate the word (of Shirk). This is why Allah said: 



(...but He will call you to account for that which your hearts have earned.) and in another 
Ayah: 



(...for your deliberate oaths) (5:89) 

Abu Dawud reported under Chapter: 'The Laghw Vows' that ' Ata' said that ' Aishah said that 
Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(The Laghw in the vows includes what the man says in his house, such as, ' No, by Allah,' and, 
'Yes, by Allah'.) 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "The Laghw vow includes vowing while angry." 

He also reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Laghw vow includes vowing to prohibit what Allah 
has allowed, and this type does not require a Kaffarah (expiation)." Smilar was said by Sa' id 
bin Jubayr. 

In addition, Abu Dawud related under Chapter: 'Vowing while Angry' that Sa' id bin Musayyib 
said that two Ansari brothers both received inheritance and one of them asked that the 
inheritance be divided. His brother said, "If you ask me about dividing the inheritance again, 
then all of what I have will be spent on the Ka' bah's door." ' Umar said to him, "The Ka' bah 
does not need your money. So break your vow, pay the Kaffarah and come to terms with your 
brother. I heard Allah's Messenger saying: 



» 



« 



(Do not make a vow against yourself, nor to disobey the Lord, cut the relations of the womb or 
dispose of what you do not own.)" 

Allah said: 



(. ..but He will call you to account for that which your hearts have earned,) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others said that this Ayah means swearing about a matter 
while knowing that he is lying. Mujahid and others said this Ayah is similar to what Allah said: 



(...but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths.) (5:89) Allah said (2:225 above): 



(And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Forbearing.) meaning, He is Oft-Forgiving to His servants and 
Most Forbearing with them. 



(226. Those who take an oath not to have sexual relation with their wives must wait for four 
months, then if they return, verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (227. And if they 
decide upon divorce, then Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 



The Ma' and its Rulings 

II a' is a type of vow where a man swears not to sleep with his wife for a certain period, 
whether less or more than four months. If the vow of lla' was for less than four months, the 
man has to wait for the vow's period to end and then is allowed to have sexual intercourse with 
his wife. She has to be patient and she cannot ask her husband, in this case, to end his vow 
before the end of its term. It is reported in the Two Sahihs that 'A'ishah said that Allah's 
Messenger swore he would stay away from with his wives for a month. He then came down 
after twenty-nine days saying: 



« » 



(The (lunar) month is twenty-nine days.) 

Similar was narrated by " Umar bin Al-Khattab and reported in the Two Sahihs. If the period of 
lla' is for more than four months, the wife is allowed in this case to ask her husband, upon the 
end of the four months, to end the lla' and have sexual relations with her. Otherwise, he should 
divorce her, by being forced to do so by the authorities if necessary, so that the wife is not 
harmed. Allah said: 



(Those who take an oath not to have sexual relations with their wives) meaning, swear not to 
have sexual relations with the wife. This Ayah indicates that the lla' involves the wife and not a 
slave-women, as the majority of the scholars have agreed, 



(...must wait for four months,) meaning, the husband waits for four months from the time of 
the vow and then ends the lla' (if the vow was for four or more months) and is required to 
either return to his wife or divorce her. This iswhy Allah said next: 



(...then if they return,) meaning, to a normal relationship, having sexual intercourse with the 
wife. This isthe Tafsir of Ibn ' Abbas, Masruq, Ash-Sha' bi, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ibn Jarir. 



(...verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) with any shortcomings that occurred in the 
rights of the wife because of the vow of lla'. 

Allah said: 



(And if they decide upon divorce,) indicating that divorce does not occur by merely passing the 
four month mark (during the lla'). Malik reported from NafT that ' Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "If 
the man swears to lla' from his wife, then divorce does not occur automatically even after the 
four months have passed. When he stops at the four months mark, he should either divorce or 
return." Al-Bukhari also reported this Hadith. Ibn Jarir reported that Suhayl bin Abu Salih said 
that his father said, "I asked twelve Companions about the man who does lla' with his wife. 
They all stated that he does not have to do anything until the four months have passed and 
then hasto either retain or divorce her." Ad-Daraqutni also reported this from Suhayl. 



It is also reported from 'Umar, 'Uthman, 'AM, Abu Ad-Darda', 'Aishah, Ibn 'Umar and Ibn 
'Abbas. This is also the opinion of Sa' id bin Musayyib, ' Umar bin ' Abdul-' Aziz, Mujahid, 
Tawus, Muhammad bin Ka' b and Al-Qasim. 



(228. And divorced women shall wait (as regards their marriage) for three menstrual periods, 
and it is not lawful for them to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs, if they believe 
in Allah and the Last Day. And their husbands have the better right to take them back in that 
period, if they wish for reconciliation. And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as 
regards living expenses) similar (to those of their husbands) over them (as regards obedience 
and respect) to what is reasonable, but men have a degree (of responsibility) over them. And 
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 



The ' Iddah (Waiting Period) of the Divorced Woman 

This Ayah contains a command from Allah that the divorced woman, whose marriage was 
consummated and who still has menstruation periods, should wait for three (menstrual) periods 
(Quru') after the divorce and then remarry if she wishes. 



The Meaning of Al-Quru 

Ibn Jarir related that * Alqamah said: We were with ' Umar bin Al-Khattab when a woman came 
and said, "My husband divorced me one or two periods ago. He then came back to me while I 
had prepared my water for taking a bath , took off my clothes and closed my door." ' Umar 
asked 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, "What do you think" He said, "I think that she is still his wife, as 
long as she is not allowed to resume praying (i.e., until the third period ends before he takes 
her back)." ' Umar said, "This is my opinion too." This is also the opinion of Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, 
'Umar, 'Uthman, 'AM, Abu Ad-Darda', ' Ubadah bin As-Samit, Anas bin Malik, Ibn Mas' ud, 
Mu' adh, Ubayy bin Ka' b, Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari and Ibn ' Abbas. Furthermore, this is the opinion 
of Sa' id bin Musayyib, 'Alqamah, Aswad, Ibrahim, Mujahid, 'At a', Tawus, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
' Ikrimah, Muhammad bin Srin, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ash-Sha'bi, Ar-Rabi' , Muqatil bin Hayyan, 



As-Suddi, Makhul, Ad-Dahhak and ' Ata' Al-Khurasani. They all stated that the Quru' is the 
menstruation period. What testifies to this is the Hadiththat Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i reported 
that Fatimah bint Abu Hubaiysh said that Allah's Messenger said to her: 



« » 

(Do not pray during your Aqra' (pi. for Quru', the menstruation period).) 

If this Hadith was authentic, it would have been a clear proof that the Quru' is the 
menstruation period. However, one of the narrators of this Hadith, Al-Mundhir, is an unknown 
person (in Hadith terminology), as Abu Hatim has stated, although Ibn Hibban has mentioned 
Al-Mundhir in his book Ath-Thiqat. 

A Woman's Statement about Menses and Purity is to be accepted 

Allah said: 



(...and it is not lawful for them to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs,) meaning, of 
pregnancy or menstruation periods. This is the Tafsir of Ibn x Abbas, Ibn ' Umar, Mujahid, Ash- 
Sha' bi, Al-Hakam bin * Utaybah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak and others. 

Allah then said: 



(...if they believe in Allah and the Last Day.) 

This Ayah warns women against hiding the truth (if they were pregnant or on their menses), 
indicating that they are the authority in such matters as they alone know such facts about 
themselves. Since verifying such matters is difficult, Allah left this decision with them. Yet, 
women were warned not to hide the truth in case they wish to end the " Iddah sooner, or later, 
according to their desires. Women were thus commanded to say the truth (if they were 
pregnant or on their menses), no more and no less. 

The Husband has the Right to take back his Divorced Wife during 

the ' Iddah (Waiting Period) 

Allah said: 



(And their husbands have the better right to take them back in that period, if they wish for 
reconciliation.) 

Hence, the husband who divorces his wife can take her back, providing she is still in her x Iddah 
(time spent before a divorced woman or a widow can remarry) and that his aim, by taking her 
back, is righteous and for the purpose of bringing things back to normal. However, this ruling 
applies where the husband is eligible to take his divorced wife back. We should mention that 
(when this Ayah 2:228 was revealed), the ruling that made the divorce thrice and specified 
when the husband is ineligible to take his divorced wife back, had not been revealed yet. 
Previously, the man used to divorce his wife and then take her back even if he had divorced 
her a hundred separate times. Thereafter, Allah revealed the following Ayah (2:229) that made 
the divorce only thrice. 3d there was now a reversible divorce and an irreversible final divorce. 



The Rights the Spouses have over Each Other 

Allah said: 



(And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as regards living expenses) similar (to 
those of their husbands) over them (as regards obedience and respect) to what is reasonable,) 

This Ayah indicates that the wife has certain rights on her husband, just as he has certain rights 
on her, and each is obliged to give the other spouse his due rights. Muslim reported that Jabir 
said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



a(Fear Allah regarding your women, for you have taken them by Allah's covenant and were 
allowed to enjoy with them sexually by Allah's Words. You have the right on them that they do 
not allow anyone you dislike to sit on your mat. If they do that, then discipline them leniently. 
They have the right to be spent on and to be bought clothes in what is reasonable.) 

Bahz bin Hakim said that Mu awiyah bin Haydah Al-Qushayri related that his grandfather said, 
"0 Messenger of Allah! What is the right the wife of one of us has" The Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(To feed her when you eat, buy her clothes when you buy for yourself and to refrain from 
striking her on the face, cursing her or staying away from her except in the house.) 

Wakr related that Ibn ' Abbas said, "I like to take care of my appearance for my wife just as I 
like for her to take care of her appearance for me. This is because Allah says: 



(And they (women) have rights similar (to those of their husbands) over them to what is 
reasonable.)" This statement is reported by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abu Hatim. 

The Virtue Men have over Women 

Allah said: 



(but men have a degree (of responsibility) over them.) 

This Ayah indicates that men are in a more advantageous position than women physically as 
well as in their mannerism, status, obedience (of women to them), spending, taking care of the 
affairs and in general, in this life and in the Hereafter. Allah said (in another Ayah): 



(Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has made one of them to 
excel the other, and because they spend (to support them) from their means.) (4:34) 

Allah's statement: 



(And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise) means, He is Mighty in His punishment of those who disobey 
and defy His commands. He is Wise in what He commands, destines and legislates. 



(229. The divorce is twice, after that either you retain her on reasonable terms or release her 
with kindness. And it is not lawful for you (men) to take back (from your wives) any of what 
you gave them (the Mahr, bridal-money given by the husband to his wife at the time of 
marriage), except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits 
ordained by Allah (e.g., to deal with each other on a fair basis). Then if you fear that they 
would not be able to keep the limits ordained by Allah, then there is no sin on either of them if 
she gives back (the Mahr or a part of it). These are the limits ordained by Allah, so do not 
transgress them. And whoever transgresses the limits ordained by Allah, then such are the 
wrongdoers.) (230. And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful unto him 
thereafter until she has married another husband. Then, if the other husband divorces her, it is 
no sin on both of them that they reunite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits 
ordained by Allah. These are the limits of Allah, which He makes plain for the people who have 
knowledge.) 



Divorce is Thrice 

This honorable Ayah abrogated the previous practice in the beginning of Islam, when the man 
had the right to take back his divorced wife even if he had divorced her a hundred times, as 
long as she was still in her ' Iddah (waiting period). This situation was harmful for the wife, and 
this is why Allah made the divorce thrice, where the husband is allowed to take back his wife 
after the first and the second divorce (as long as she is still in her 'Iddah). The divorce 
becomes irrevocable after the third divorce, as Allah said: 



(The divorce istwice, after that, either you retain her on reasonable terms or release her with 
kindness.) 

In his Sunan, Abu Dawud reported in Chapter: "Taking the Wife back after the third (Divorce) is 
an abrogated practice," that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(And divorced women shall wait (as regards their marriage) for three menstrual periods, and it 
is not lawful for them to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs,) (2:228) The man used 
to have the right to take back his wife even if he had divorced her thrice. Allah abrogated this 
and said: 



(The divorce istwice.) 

This Hadith was also collected by An-Nasa'i. Ibn Abu Hatim reported that * Urwah said that a 
man said to his wife, "I will neither divorce you nor take you back." She said, "How" He said, "I 
will divorce you and when your term of ' Iddah nears its end, I will take you back." She went to 
Allah's Messenger and told him what happened, and Allah revealed: 



(The divorce istwice.) 



Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari) also reported this Hadith in his Tafsir. 
Allah said: 



(...after that, either you retain her on reasonable terms or release her with kindness.) 
meaning, ' If you divorce her once or twice, you have the choice to take her back, as long as 
she is still in her ' Iddah, intending to be kind to her and to mend differences. Otherwise, await 
the end of her term of " Iddah, when the divorce becomes final, and let her go her own way in 
peace, without committing any harm or injustice against her.' 'AM bin Abu Talhah reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, "When the man divorces his wife twice, let him fear Allah, regarding the 
third time. He should either keep her with him and treat her with kindness, or let her go her 
own way with kindness, without infringing upon any of her rights." 

Taking back the Mahr (Dowry) 

Allah said: 



(And it is not lawful for you (men) to take back (from your wives) any of (the dowry) what you 
gave them,) meaning, you are not allowed to bother or pressure your wives to end this 
situation by giving you back the Mahr and any gifts that you have given them (in return for 
divorce). Smilarly, Allah said: 



(...and you should not treat them with harshness, that you may take away part of what you 
have given them, unlessthey commit open illegal sexual intercourse.) (4:19) 

However, if the wife willingly gives back anything with a good heart, then Allah said regarding 
this situation: 



(...but if they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it, and enjoy it 
without fear of any harm.) (4:4) 



Allowing Khul and the Return of the Mahr in that Case 

When the spouses have irreconcilable differences wherein the wife ignores the rights of the 
husband, dislikes him and becomes unable to live with him any longer, she is allowed to free 
herself (from married life) by giving him back what he had given her (in gifts and Mahr). There 
is no sin on her in this case nor on him if he accepts such offer. This is why Allah said: 



(And it is not lawful for you (men) to take back (from your wives) any of what you gave them, 
except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by Allah 
(e.g., to deal with each other on a fair basis). Then if you fear that they would not be able to 
keep the limits ordained by Allah, then there is no sin on either of them if she gives back.) 

Sometimes, the woman has no valid reason and she still asks for her marriage to be ended. In 
this case, Ibn Jarir reported that Thawban said that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Any woman who asks her husband for divorce without justification, then the scent of Paradise 
will be forbidden for her.) 

At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith and stated that it is Hasan. 

Ibn Jarir said that the Ayah (2:229) was revealed about Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas and his 
wife Habibah bint 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul. In his Muwatta', Imam Malik reported that 
Habibah bint Sahl Al-Ansariyah was married to Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas and that Allah's 
Messenger once went to the Fajr (Dawn) prayer and found Habibah bint Sahl by his door in the 
dark. Allah's Messenger said, "Who is this" She said, "I am Habibah bint Sahl, Messenger of 
Allah!" He said, "What is the matter" She said, "I and Thabit bin Qays", meaning, (she can no 
longer be with) her husband. When her husband Thabit bin Qays came, Allah's Messenger said 
to him: 



» 

« 



(This is Habibah bint Sahl, she said what Allah has permitted her to say. 



Habibah also said, "0 Messenger of Allah! I still have everything he gave me." Allah's Messenger 
said: 



« » 

(Take it from her.) So, he took it from her and she remained in her family's house." 

This was reported by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and An-Nasai. 

Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn " Abbas said that the wife of Thabit bin Qays bin Shammascame to 
the Prophet and said, "O Messenger of Allah! I do not criticize his religion or mannerism. But I 
hate committing Kufr in Islam (by ignoring his rights on her)." Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 



(Will you give him back his garden) 
She said, "Yes." Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(Take back the garden and divorce her once. ) 
An-Nasa'i also recorded it. 

The ' Iddah (Waiting Period) for the Khul" 

At-Tirmidhi reported that RubayP bint Mu' awwidh bin ' Afra' got a KhuT during the time of 
Allah's Messenger and the Prophet ordered her to wait for one menstruation period for ' Iddah. 

Transgressing the set limits of Allah is an Injustice 

Allah said: 



(These are the limits ordained by Allah, so do not transgress them. And whoever transgresses 
the limits ordained by Allah, then such are the wrongdoers.) 

This means that the laws that Allah has legislated are His set limits, so do not transgress them. 
An authentic Hadith states: 



» 



« 

(Allah has set some limits, so do not transgress them; and commanded some commands, so do 
not ignore them; and made some things unlawful, so do not commit them. He has also left 
some matters (without rulings) as a mercy with you, not because He has forgotten them, so do 
not ask about them.) 



Pronouncing Three Divorces at the same Time is Unlawful 

The last Ayah we mentioned was used as evidence to prove that it is not allowed to pronounce 
three divorces at one time. What further proves this ruling is that Mahmud bin Labid has stated 
- as An-Nasa'i recorded - that Allah's Messenger was told about a man who pronounced three 
divorces on his wife at one time, so the Prophet stood up while angry and said: 



« » 

(The Book of Allah is being made the subject of jest while I am still amongst you) 
A man then stood up and said, "Should I kill that man, Messenger of Allah" 

The Wife cannot be taken back after the Third Divorce 



Allah said: 



(And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful for him thereafter until she 
has married another husband.) 

This Ayah indicates that if the man divorces his wife for the third time after he divorced her 
twice, then she will no longer be allowed for marriage to him. Allah said: 



(...until she has married another husband.) meaning, until she legally marries another man. For 
instance, if she has sexual intercourse with any man, even her master (if she was a servant), 
she would still be ineligible for marriage for her ex-husband (who divorced her thrice), because 
whomever she had sexual relations with was not her legal husband. If she marries a man 
without consummating the marriage, she will not be eligible for her ex-husband. Muslim 
reported that ' A'ishah said that Allah's Messenger was asked about a woman who marries a man 
who thereafter divorces her (thrice). She then marries another man and he divorces her before 
he has sexual relations with her, would she be allowed for her first husband Allah's Messenger 
said: 



« » 

(No, until he enjoys her " Usayl ah (sexual relation).) Al-Bukhari also reported this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that * A'ishah said, "The wife of Rifa" ah Al-Qurazi came while I and Abu 
Bakr were with the Prophet and she said, " I was Rif a" ah's wife, but he divorced me and it was 
an irrevocable divorce. Then I married ' Abdur-Rahman bin Az-Zubayr, but his sexual organ is 
minute like a string.' She then took a small string of her garment (to resemble how small his 
sexual organ was). Khalid bin Sa' id bin Al-' As, who was next to the door and was not yet 
allowed in, said, ' Abu Bakr! Why do you not forbid this (woman) from what she is revealing 
frankly before the Prophet' The Prophet merely smiled. Then, Allah's Messenger asked her: c 



» 



« 



(Do you want to remarry Rifa' ah You cannot unless you experience his 'Usaylah and he 
experiences your ' Usaylah (i.e., had a complete sexual relation with your present husband).)" 



Al-Bukhari, Muslim, and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. Muslim's wording is "Rita* ah 
divorced hiswife for the third and final time." 

The word 'Usaylah mentioned in the Hadith means sexual intercourse. Imam Ahmad and An- 
Nasa'i reported that ' Aishah said that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

f Usaylah is sexual intercourse.) 

The Curse on the Participants of Tahlil/ Halalah 

The reason for the woman (who was divorced thrice) to marry another man must be that the 
man desires her and has the intention of having an extended married life with her. These are 
the legal goals and aims behind marriage. If the reason behind the second marriage was to 
make the woman eligible for her ex-husband again, then this is the Tahlil that the Hadiths have 
cursed and criticized. In addition, when the reason behind this marriage (if it was Tahlil) is 
announced in the contract, it would make the contract invalid according to the majority of the 
scholars. 

Imam Ahmad reported that " Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Allah's Messenger cursed the one who 
does Tahlil, the one in whose favor it is done, those who eat Riba (usury) and those who feed it 
(pay the usury)." At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i reported this Hadith and At-Tirmidhi said, "This 
Hadith is Hasan." He said, "This is what is acted upon according to people of knowledge among 
the Companions, among whom are " Umar, " Uthman and Ibn " Umar. It was also the saying of 
the scholars of Fiqh among the TabP in (second generation of Islam). And it has been reported 
from " Aii, Ibn Mas' ud and Ibn ' Abbas". 

In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim reported that NafT said: "A man came to Ibn ' Umar and asked him 
about a man who divorced his wife three times. Then, his brother married her to make Tahlil 
for his brother, without the brother knowing this fact. He then asked, "Is she allowed for the 
first (husband)" He said, "No, unless it is a marriage that involves desire. We used to consider 
this an act of adultery during the time of Allah's Messenger ." Al-Hakim said, "This Hadith has a 
Sahih chain although they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it. "The wording of this Hadith 
indicates that the ruling came from the Prophet . Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaybah, Al-Jawzjani, Harb 
Al-Kirmani and Abu Bakr Al-Athram said that Qabisah bin Jabir said that 'Umar said, "If the 
participants to Tahlil are brought to me, I will have them stoned." 



When does a Woman who was divorced Three Times become 
Eligible for Her First Husband 

Allah said: 



(And if he has divorced her) meaning, the second husband after he had complete sexual 
relations with her, 



(it is no sin on both of them that they reunite) meaning, the wife and her first husband, 



(provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by Allah.) meaning, they live 
together honorably. Mujahid said, "If they are convinced that the aim behind their marriage is 
honorable." Next, Allah said: 



(These are the limits of Allah,) His commandments and legislation, 



(He makes plain) 



(for the people who have knowledge.) 



(231. And when you have divorced women and they have fulfilled the term of their prescribed 
period, either take them back on a reasonable basis or set them free on a reasonable basis. But 
do not take them back to hurt them, and whoever doesthat, then he has wronged himself. And 
treat not the verses (Laws) of Allah in jest, but remember Allah's favors on you (i.e., Islam), 
and that which He has sent down to you of the Book (i.e., the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah (the 
Prophet's Sunnah legal ways Islamic jurisprudence) whereby He instructs you. And fear 
Allah, and know that Allah is All-Aware of everything). 

Being Kind to the Divorced Wife 

This is a command from Allah to men that when one of them divorces his wife with a reversible 
divorce, he should treat her kindly. 3d when her term of " Iddah (waiting period) nears its end, 
he either takes her back in a way that is better, including having witnesses that he has taken 
her back, and he lives with her with kindness. Or, he should release her after her 'Iddah 
finishes and then kindly asks her to depart from his house, without disputing, fighting with her 
or using foul words. Allah then said: 



(But do not take them back to hurt them,) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Masruq, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr and Muqatil bin Hayyan 
said that a man used to divorce his wife, and when her ' Iddah came near its end, he would 
take her back to harm her and to stop her from marrying someone else. He then divorced her 
and she would begin her ' Iddah and when her ' Iddah term neared its end, he would take her 
back again, so that the term of ' iddah would be prolonged for her. After that, Allah prohibited 
this practice. Allah has also threatened those who indulge in such practices, when He said; 



(...and whoever does that, then he has wronged himself.) meaning, by defying Allah's 
commandments. Allah then said: 



(And treat not the verses (Laws) of Allah in a jest,) 

Ibn Jarir said that Abu Musa (Al-Ash' ari) narrated that Allah's Messenger once became angry at 
the Ash' ari tribe. Abu Musa went to him and said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Are you angry with 
the Ash' ariyyin" The Prophet said: 



: » 

« 

(One of you says, * I divorced her' -then says- ' I took her back!' This is not the appropriate way 
Muslims conduct divorce. Divorce the woman when she has fulfilled the term of the prescribed 
period.) 

Masruq said that the Ayah refers to the man who harms his wife by divorcing her and then 
taking her back, so that the * Iddah term is prolonged for her. Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 'Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, Ar-RabP and Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "He is the man who divorces his wife and 
says, x I was joking.' Or he frees a servant or gets married and says, ' I was only joking.' Allah 
revealed: 



(And treat not the verses (Laws) of Allah in a jest,) 

Then such men were made to bear the consequences of their actions. 

Allah then said: 



(. ..but remember Allah's favors on you,) meaning, by His sending His Messenger with the right 
guidance and clear signs to you: 



(...and that which He has sent down to you of the Book (i.e., the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah) 
meaning the Sunnah, 



(...whereby He instructs you.) meaning, commands you, forbids you and threatens you for 
transgressing His prohibitions. Allah said: 



(And fear Allah) meaning, concerning what you perform and what you avoid, 



(and know that Allah is All-Aware of everything.) none of your secret or public affairs ever 
escapes His knowledge, and He will treat you accordingly. 



(232. And when you have divorced women and they have fulfilled the term of their prescribed 
period, do not prevent them from marrying their (former) husbands, if they mutually agree on 
reasonable basis. This (instruction) is an admonition for him among you who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day. That is more virtuous and purer for you. Allah knows and you know not.) 



The Wali (Guardian) of the Divorced Woman should not prevent Her 

from going back to Her Husband 

AM bin Abu Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This Ayah was revealed about the man who 
divorces his wife once or twice and her ' Iddah finishes. He later thinks about taking her back in 

marriage and the woman also wishesthat, yet, her family prevents her from remarrying him. 

Hence, Allah prohibited her family from preventing her." Masruq, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Az-Zuhri 

and Ad-Dahhak stated that this isthe reason behind revealing the Ayah (2:232). These 

statements clearly conform to the apparent meaning of the Ayah. There JS no Marriage 

without a Wali (for the Woman) 

The Ayah (2:232) also indicates that the woman is not permitted to give herself in marriage. 
Rather, she requires a Wali (guardian such as her father, brother, adult son, and so forth) to 
give her away in marriage, as Ibn Jarir and At-Tirmidhi have stated when they mentioned this 
Ayah. Also, a Hadith states that: 



» 
« 



(The woman does not give another woman away for marriage and the woman does not give 
herself away in marriage, for only the adulteress gives herself away for marriage.) 

Another Hadith states: 



« » 

(No marriage is valid except with the participation of a mature Wali and two trustworthy 
witnesses.) 

The Reason behind revealing the Ayah (2:232) 

It was reported that this Ayah was revealed about Ma' qil bin Yasar Al-Muzani and his sister. Al- 
Bukhari reported in his Sahih, when he mentioned the Tafsir of this Ayah (2:232), that the 
husband of the sister of Ma' qil bin Yasar divorced her. He waited until her ' Iddah finished and 
then asked to remarry her, but Ma"qil refused. Then, this Ayah was sent down: 



(...do not prevent them from marrying their (former) husbands.) 

Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Abu Hatim, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Marduwyah and Al-Bayhaqi reported 
this Hadith from Al-Hasan from Ma" q i I bin Yasar. At-Tirmidhi rendered this Hadith authentic 
and in his narration, Ma" qil bin Yasar gave his sister in marriage for a Muslim man during the 
time of Allah's Messenger . She remained with him for a while and he divorced her once and did 
not take her back until her " Iddah finished. They then wanted to get back with each other and 
he came to ask her for marriage. Ma'qil said to him, "O ungrateful one! I honored you and 
married her to you but you divorced her. By Allah! She will never be returned to you." But Allah 
knew his need for his wife and her need for her husband and He revealed: 



(And when you have divorced women and they have fulfilled the term of their prescribed 
period, ) until He said: 



(...and you know not.) 

When Ma" qil heard the Ayah, he said, "I hear and obey my Lord." He then summoned the man 
and said, "I will honor you and let you remarry (my sister)." Ibn Marduwyah added (that Ma" qil 
said), "And will pay (the expiation) for breaking my vow." 

Allah said: 



(This (instruction) is an admonition for him among you who believes in Allah and the Last Day.) 
meaning, prohibiting you from preventing the women from marrying their ex-husbands, if they 
both agree to it, 



(among you) people, 



(who believes in Allah and the Last Day.) meaning, believes in Allah's commandments and fears 
His warnings and the torment in the Hereafter. Allah said: 



(That is more virtuous and purer for you.) meaning, obeying Allah's Law by returning the 
women to their ex-husbands, and abandoning your displeasure, is purer and cleaner for your 
hearts, 



(Allah knows) the benefits you gain from what He commands and what He forbids. 



(and you know not) the benefits in what you do or what you refrain from doing. 



n(233. The mothers should suckle their children for two whole years, (that is) for those 
(parents) who desire to complete the term of suckling, but the father of the child shall bear 
the cost of the mother's food and clothing on a reasonable basis. No person shall have a burden 
laid on him greater than he can bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her 
child, nor father on account of his child. And on the (father's) heir is incumbent the like of that 
(which was incumbent on the father). If they both decide on weaning, by mutual consent, and 
after due consultation, there is no sin on them. And if you decide on a foster suckling-mother 
for your children, there is no sin on you, provided you pay (the mother) what you agreed (to 
give her) on a reasonable basis. And fear Allah and know that Allah is All-Seer of what you do.) 

The Suckling Period is only Two Years 

This is a direction from Allah to the mothers to suckle their infants through the complete term 
of suckling, which is two years. Hence, suckling after two years is not included in this address. 
Allah said: 



(...who desire to complete the term of suckling,) 

Therefore, the suckling that establishes Tahrim (prohibition, i.e., one cannot marry his mother 
or sister from suckling) is what occurs before the two years end. If the infant is suckled only 
after two years of age, then no Tahrim will be established. At-Tirmidhi under Chapter: 
'Suckling establishes Tahrim within the first two years,' reported that Umm Salamah narrated 
that Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(Suckling establishes Tahrim if it is on the breast and before Fitam (before weaning, i.e., 
before the end of the first two years).) 

At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih. The majority of the people of knowledge among 
the Companions of Allah's Messenger and others acted upon this, that is that suckling 
establishes Tahrim (prohibition in marriage) before the end of the two years and that whatever 
occurs after that does not establish Tahrim". At-Tirmidhi is alone in recording this Hadith and 
the narrators in its chain meet the criteria of the Sahihayn. The Prophet's statement: 



« » 

(On the breast) refers to the organ of suckling before the two years. Imam Ahmad reported a 
Hadith in which Al-Bara' bin 'Azib narrated, "When Ibrahim, the Prophet's son, died, the 
Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(My son has died on the breast and he has someone to suckle him in Paradise.) 
Furthermore, Ad-Daraqutni related that Ibn 'Abbas said that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(Suckling establishes Tahrim only within the (first) two years.) 

Imam Malik reported this Hadith from Thawr bin Zayd who narrated that Ibn 'Abbas related it 
to the Prophet . Ad-Darawardi reported this Hadith from Thawr who narrated it from ' Ikrimah 
who narrated it from Ibn ' Abbas. In this narration, which is more authentic, he added: 

« » 

(Whatever occurs after the two years is not considered.) 

Suckling beyond the Two Years 

It is reported in the Sahih that " A'ishah thought that if a woman gives her milk to an older 
person (meaning beyond the age of two years) then this will establish Tahrim. This is also the 

opinion of ' Ata' bin Abu Rabah and Layth bin Sa' d. Hence, ' A'ishah thought that it is 

permissible to suckle the man whom the woman needsto be allowed in her house. She used as 

evidence the Hadith of Salim, the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah, where the Prophet ordered 

Abu Hudhayfah's wife to give some of her milk to Salim, although he was a man, and ever since 



then, he used to enter her house freely. However, the rest of the Prophet's wives did not agree 
with this opinion and thought that this was only a special case. This is also the opinion of the 

majority of the scholars. 



Suckling for Monetary Compensation 

Allah said: 



(...but the father of the child shall bear the cost of the mother's food and clothing on a 
reasonable basis.) meaning, the father of the baby is obliged to provide for the expenses of the 
mother and to buy her clothes, in reasonable amounts usually used by similar women in that 
area, without extravagance or stinginess. The father spends within his means in this case. Allah 
said in another Ayah: 



(Let the rich man spend according to his means; and the man whose resources are restricted, 
let him spend according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden on any person 
beyond what He has given him. Allah will grant after hardship, ease.) (65:7) 

Ad-Dahhak commented, "If the husband divorces his wife, with whom he had a child, and she 
suckles that child, he is required to provide for the mother's expenses and clothes within 
reason." 

No Darar (Harm) or Dirar (Revenge) 

Allah said: 



(No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child,) meaning, the mother should not 
decline to rear her child to harm its father. The mother does not have the right to refrain from 
suckling the child after giving birth, unless she suckles him/her the milk that is necessary for 



his/her survival. Later on, she is allowed to give up custody of the child as long as she does not 
do that intending to harm the father. In addition, the father is not allowed to take the child 
from his mother to harm the mother. This is why Allah said: 



(...nor father on account of his child.) meaning, by taking the child from its mother intending 
to harm the mother. This is the Tafsir of Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri, As-Suddi, 
Ath-Thawri and Ibn Zayd, and others on this Ayah. 

Allah then said: 



(And on the (father's) heir is incumbent the like of that (which was incumbent on the father).) 
meaning, by refraining from harming the relative (of the father, i.e., his infant), as Mujahid, 
Ash-Sha' bi and Ad-Dahhak stated. It was also reported that (the Ayah requires) the inheritor 
(of the father) to spend on the mother of the child, just as the father was spending, and to 
preserve her rights and refrain from harming her, according to the Tafsir of the majority of the 
scholars. We should state that Ibn Jarir has explained this subject in detail in his Tafsir and 
that he also stated that suckling the child after the second year might harm the child's body 
and mind. Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that ' Alqamah asked a woman who was suckling her 
child after the second year ended, not to do that. 



Fitam (weaning) occurs by Mutual Consent 

Allah said: 



(If they both decide on weaning, by mutual consent, and after due consultation, there is no sin 
on them.) 

This Ayah indicates that if the father and the mother decide on the Fitam (weaning) before the 
two years (of suckling) end, and for a benefit that they duly discuss and agree upon, then there 
is no sin in this case. 3d, the Ayah indicates that one parent is not allowed to make this kind of 
decision without duly consulting the other parent, as stated by Ath-Thawri. The method of 
mutual consultation protects the child's interests. It is also a mercy from Allah to His servants, 
for He has legislated the best method for parents to rear their children, and His legislation 
guides and directs the parents and the children to success. Smilarly, Allah said in Surat At- 
Talaq (chapter 65 in the Qur'an): 



(Then if they give suck to the children for you, give them their due payment, and let each of 
you accept the advice of the other in a just way. But if you make difficulties for one another, 
then some other woman may give suck for him (the father of the child).) (65:6) 

Allah then said: 



(And if you decide on a foster suckling-mother for your children, there is no sin on you, 
provided you pay (the mother) what you agreed (to give her) on a reasonable basis.) meaning, 
if the mother and the father both agree that the father assumes custody of the child due to a 
circumstance that compels her or allows him to do so, then there is no sin in this case. Hence, 
the mother is allowed to give up the child and the father is allowed to assume custody of the 
child. The father should kindly give the mother her expenses for the previous period (during 
which she reared and suckled the child), and he should seek other women to suckle his child 
for monetary compensation. Thereafter, Allah said: 



(And fear Allah) meaning, in all of your affairs, 



(And know that Allah is All-Seer of what you do.) meaning, none of your affairs or speech 
escapes His perfect Watch. 



(234. And those of you who die and leave wives behind them, they (the wives) shall wait (as 
regards their marriage) for four months and ten days, then when they have fulfilled their term, 
there is no sin on you if they (the wives) dispose of themselves in a (just and) honorable 
manner (i.e., they can marry). And Allah iswell-acquainted with what you do.) 

The ' Iddah (Waiting Period) of the Widow 

This Ayah contains a command from Allah to the wives whose husbands die, that they should 
observe a period of 'Iddah of four months and ten nights, including the cases where the 
marriage was consummated or otherwise, according to the consensus (of the scholars). 

The proof that this ruling includes the case where the marriage was not consummated is 
included in the general meaning of the Ayah. In a narration recorded by Imam Ahmad and the 
compilers of the Sunan, which At-Tirmidhi graded Sahih, Ibn Mas' ud was asked about a man 
who married a woman, but he died before consummating the marriage. He also did not appoint 
a Mahr (dowry) for her. They kept asking Ibn Mas' ud about this subject until he said, "I shall 
give you my own opinion, and if it is correct then it is from Allah, while if it is wrong it is 
because of my error and because of (the evil efforts of) Satan. In this case, Allah and His 
Messenger are innocent of my opinion. She has her full Mahr." In another narration, Ibn Mas' ud 
said, "She has a similar Mahr to that of the women of her status, without stinginess or 
extravagance." He then continued, "She has to spend the 'Iddah and has a right to the 
inheritance." Ma' qil bin Yasar Ashja' i then stood up and said, "I heard Allah's Messenger issue a 
similar judgment for the benefit of Barwa' bint Washiq." 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud became very 
delighted upon hearing this statement. In another narration, several men from Ashja' (tribe) 
stood up and said, "We testify that Allah's Messenger issued a similar ruling for the benefit of 
Barwa' bint Washiq." 

As for the case of the widow whose husband dies while she is pregnant, her term of ' Iddah 
ends when she gives birth, even if it occurs an instant (after her husband dies). This ruling is 
taken from Allah's statement: 



(And for those who are pregnant, their ' Iddah is until they lay down their burden.) (65:4) 

There is also a Hadith from Subay' ah Al-Aslamiyah in the Two Sahihs, through various chains of 
narration. Her husband, Sa' d bin Khawlah, died while she was pregnant and she gave birth only 
a few nights after his death. When she finished her Nifas (postnatal period), she beautified 
herself for those who might seek to engage her (for marriage). Then, Abu Sanabil bin Ba' kak 
came to her and said, "Why do I see you beautified yourself, do you wish to marry By Allah! You 
will not marry until the four months and ten nights have passed." Subay' ah said, "When he said 
that to me, I collected my garments when night fell and went to Allah's Messenger and asked 
him about this matter. He said that my ' Iddah had finished when I gave birth and allowed me 
to get married if I wished." 



The Wisdom behind legislating the ' Iddah 

Sa' id bin Musayyib and Abu AI-' Aliyah stated that the wisdom behind making the * Iddah of the 
widow four months and ten nights is that the womb might contain a fetus. When the woman 
waits for this period, it will become evident if she is pregnant. Similarly, there is a Hadith in 
the Two Sahihs narrated by Ibn Mas' ud stating: 



» 



« 



((The creation of) a human being is put together in the womb of his mother in forty days in the 
form of a seed, and next he becomes a clot of thick blood for a similar period, and next a 
morsel of flesh for a similar period. Then, Allah sends an angel who is ordered to breathe life 
unto the fetus.) 

So, these are four months and ten more days to be sure, as some months are less (than thirty 
days), and the fetus will then start to show signs of life after the soul has been breathed into 
it. Allah knows best. 



The ' Iddah of the Slave Mother whose Master dies 

We should state here that the ' Iddah of the slave mother is the same in the case of death, as 
the 'Iddah of the free woman. Imam Ahmad reported that ' Amr bin AI-'As said, "Do not 
confuse the Sunnah of our Prophet for us. The 'Iddah of the mother, who is also a servant, 
when her master dies, is four months and ten nights." 



Mourning is required during the ' Iddah of Death 

Allah said: 



(...then when they have fulfilled their term, there is no sin on you if they (the wives) dispose 
of themselves in a (just and) honorable manner (i.e., they can marry). And Allah is well- 
acquainted with what you do.) 

This Ayah indicates that mourning for the dead husband is required until the " Iddah is finished. 
It is also reported in the Two Sahihs that Umm Habibah and Zaynab bint Jahsh narrated that 
Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last Day to mourn for more than 
three days for any dead person except her husband, for whom she mourns for four months and 
ten days.) 

It is reported in the Two Sahihs that Umm Salamah said that a woman said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah! My daughter's husband died and she is complaining about her eye, should we administer 
kohl in her eye" He said, "No," several times upon repeating this question. He then said: 



» 

« 

(It is four months and ten (nights)! During the Jahiliyyah, one of you would mourn for an entire 
year.) 

Zaiynab the daughter of Umm Salamah said (about the pre-lslamic era of ignorance), "When the 
woman's husband died, she would go into seclusion and would wear the worst clothes she has. 
She would refrain from wearing perfume or any adornments until a year passed. She would 
then come out of seclusion and would be given dung that she would throw. Then an animal 
would be brought out, a donkey, a sheep, or a bird. Then some blood would be drained from it, 
usually resulting in its death." 

In short, the mourning required from a wife whose husband dies, includes not using 
beaut if icat ion aids, such as wearing perfume and the clothes and jewelry that encourage the 
men to seek marriage from the woman. All widows must observe this period of mourning 
whether they are young, old, free, servant, Muslim or disbeliever, as the general meaning of 
the Ayah indicates. 

Allah also said: 



(...then when they have fulfilled their term) meaning, when the ' Iddah finishes, according to 
Ad-Dahhak and Ar-RabP bin Anas. 



(there is no sin on you) Az-Zuhri said, "Meaning her Wali (guardian). 



(if they (the wives) dispose) meaning, the women whose ' Iddah has finished. AI-* Awfi said that 
Ibn " Abbas said, "If the woman is divorced or if her husband dies and then her Mddah term 
ends, there is no sin that she beautifies herself, so that she becomes ready for marriage 
proposals. This is the way Mhat is just and honorable'." It was reported that Muqatil bin Hayyan 
gave the same explanation. Ibn Jurayj related that Mujahid said: 



(...there is no sin on you if they (the wives) dispose of themselves in a just and honorable 
manner.) "refers to allowed and pure (honorable) marriage." It was also reported that Al-Hasan, 
Az-Zuhri and As-Suddi said the same. 



(235. And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal or conceal it in yourself, Allah 
knows that you will remember them, but do not make a promise (of contract) with them in 
secret except that you speak an honorable saying. And do not be determined on the marriage 
bond until the term prescribed is fulfilled. And know that Allah knows what is in your minds, so 
fear Him. And know that Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) 

Mentioning Marriage indirectly during the ' Iddah 

Allah said: 



(And there is no sin on you) meaning, to indirectly mention marriage to the widow during the 
term of 'Iddah for her deceased husband. Ath-Thawri, Shu' bah and Jarir stated that Ibn 
* Abbas said: 



(And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal) "means saying, * I want to marry and 
I am looking for a woman whose qualities are such and such,' thus talking to her in general 
terms in a way that is better." In another narration (by Ibn " Abbas), "Saying, " I wish that Allah 
endows me with a wife,' but he should not make a direct marriage proposal." Al-Bukhari 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah: 



(And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal) means, "The man could say, ' I wish 
to marry,' " I desire a wife,' or, ' I wish I could find a good wife'." Mujahid, Tawus, ' Ikrimah, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Ash-Sha'bi, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Az-Zuhri, Yazid bin 
Qusayt, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Al-Qasim bin Muhammad and several others among the Salaf 
and the Imams said that one is allowed to mention marriage indirectly to the woman whose 
husband died. It is also allowed to indirectly mention marriage to a woman who had gone 
through final, irrevocable divorce. The Prophet ordered Fatimah bint Qays to remain in the 



house of Ibn Umm Maktum for ' Iddah when her husband Abu v Amr bin Hafs divorced her for the 
third time. He said to her: 



« » 



(Inform me when your ' Iddah term ends. 



When she finished the " Iddah, Usamah bin Zayd, the Prophet's freed slave asked to marry her, 
and the Prophet married her to him. As for the divorced wife (not irrevocably divorced), there 
is no disagreement that it is not allowed for other than her husband to mention marriage 
proposals to her directly or indirectly (before the ' Iddah finishes). Allah knows best. 

Allah said: 



(...or conceal it in yourself,) meaning, if you hide the intention of seeking marriage with them. 
Similarly, Allah said: 



(And your Lord knows what their breasts conceal, and what they reveal) (28:69) and: 



(...while I am All-Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal.) (60: 1) So, Allah said here: 



(Allah knows that you will remember them) meaning, in your hearts, so He made it easy for 
you. Allah then said: 



(...but do not make a promise (of contract) with them in secret) 
Al i bin Abu Tal hah report ed t hat Ibn ' Abbas said t hat 



(but do not make a promise (of contract) with them in secret) means do not say to her, "I am in 
love (with you)," or, "Promise me you will not marry someone else (after the " Iddah finishes)," 
and so forth. Sa id bin Jubayr, Ash-Sha' bi, ' Ikrimah, Abu Ad-Duha, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri, 
Mujahid and Ath-Thawri said that it (meaning of the Ayah) means taking the woman's promise 
not to marry someone else. 

Afterwards, Allah said: 



(...except that you speak an honorable saying.) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri and Ibn Zayd said that the Ayah 
means to indirectly refer to marriage, such as saying, "I desire someone like you." Muhammad 
bin Srin said: I asked ' Ubaydah about the meaning of Allah's statement: 



(. ..except that you speak an honorable saying.) He said, "He saysto her Wali, ' Do not give her 
away (in marriage) until you inform me first'." This statement was narrated by Ibn Abu Hatim. 

Allah then said: 



(And do not be determined on the marriage bond until the term prescribed is fulfilled.) 
meaning, do not make marriage contracts before the * Iddah finishes. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ash- 
Sha'bi, Qatadah, Ar-RabT bin Anas, Abu Malik, Zayd bin Aslam, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Az-Zuhri, 
" Ata' Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri and Ad-Dahhak said that: 



(until the term prescribed is fulfilled.) means, " Do not consummate the marriage before the 
' Iddah term finishes.' The scholars agree that marriage contracts during the ' Iddah are invalid. 

Allah then said: 



(And know that Allah knows what is in your minds, so fear Him.) warning the men against the 
ideas they conceal in their hearts about women, directing them to think good about them 
rather than the evil, and Allah would not let them despair of His mercy, as He said: 



(Andknowthat Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) 



(236. There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you have not touched them, nor 
appointed for them their due (dowry). But give them a Muf ah (a suitable gift, the rich 
according to his means, and the poor according to his means, a gift of reasonable amount is a 
duty on the doers of good.) 

Divorce before consummating the Marriage 

Allah allowed divorce after the marriage contract and before consummating the marriage. Ibn 
'Abbas, Tawus, Ibrahim and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that 'touched' (mentioned in the Ayah) 
means sexual intercourse. The husband is allowed to divorce his wife before consummating the 
marriage or giving the dowry if it was deferred. 



The Mut ah (Gift) at the time of Divorce 

Allah commands the husband to give the wife (whom he divorces before consummating the 
marriage) a gift of a reasonable amount, the rich according to his means and the poor 
according to his means, to compensate her for her loss. Al-Bukhari reported in his Sahih that 
Sahl bin Sa'd and Abu Usayd said that Allah's Messenger married Umaymah bint Sharahil. When 
she was brought to the Prophet he extended his hand to her, but she did not like that. The 
Prophet then ordered Abu Usayd to provide provisions for her along with a gift of two 
garments. 
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(237. And if you divorce them before you have touched (had a sexual relation with) them, and 
you have appointed for them their due (dowry), then pay half of that, unlessthey (the women) 
agree to remit it, or he (the husband), in whose hands is the marriage tie, agrees to remit it. 
And to remit is nearer to At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness). And do not forget liberality between 
yourselves. Truly, Allah is All-Seer of what you do.) 

The Wife gets half of Her Mahr if She is divorced before the 

Marriage is consummated 

This honorable Ayah is not a continuation of the Muf ah (gift) that was mentioned in the 
previous Ayah (i.e., divorce before the marriage is consummated). This Ayah (2:237) requires 
the husband to relinquish half of the appointed Mahr if he divorces his wife before the marriage 
is consummated. If it was discussing any other type of gift, then it would have been mentioned 
that way, especially when this Ayah follows the previous Ayah related to this subject. Allah 
knows best. Giving away half of the bridal-money in this case is the agreed practice according 
to the scholars. So, the husband pays half of the appointed Mahr if he divorces his wife before 
consummating the marriage. 

Allah then said: 



(unlessthey (the women) agree to remit it,) meaning, the wife forfeits the dowry and relieves 
the husband from further financial responsibility. As-Suddi said that Abu Salih mentioned that 
Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement: 



(unless they (the women) agree to remit it,) "Unless the wife forfeits her right. "Furthermore, 
Imam Abu Muhammad bin Abu Hatim said that it was reported that Shurayh, Sa' id bin 



Musayyib, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ash-Sha' bi, Al-Hasan, NafT , Qatadah, Jabir bin Zayd, 'Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ibn Srin, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and As-Suddi 
said similarly. 

Allah then said: 



(...or he (the husband), in whose hands isthe marriage tie, agreesto remit it.) 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that 'Amr bin Shu' ayb said that his grandfather narrated that the 
Prophet said: 



« » 

(The husband is he who hasthe marriage tie.) 

Ibn Marduwyah also reported this Hadith, and it isthe view chosen by Ibn Jarir. The Hadith 
states that the husband is the person who really holds the marriage tie in his hand, as it is up 
to him to go on with the marriage or end it. On the other hand, the Wali of the wife is not 
allowed to give away any of her rightful dues without her permission, especially the dowry. 

Allah then stated: 



(And to remit it is nearer to At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness).) 

Ibn Jarir said, "Some scholars said that this statement is directed at both men and women." Ibn 
' Abbas said: 



(And to remit it is nearer to At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness).) indicates that the one who 
forgives, is nearer to At-Taqwa (piety)." A similar statement was made by Ash-Sha' bi and 
several other scholars. 

Mujahid, An-Nakha' i, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Thawri stated that 
* liberality' mentioned in the Ayah refers to the woman giving away her half Mahr, or the man 
giving away the full Mahr. This is why Allah said here: 



(And do not forget liberality between yourselves.) meaning, kindness (or generosity), as Sa' id 
has stated. Allah said: 



(Truly, Allah is All-Seer of what you do.) meaning, none of your affairs ever escapes His perfect 
Watch, and He will reward each according to his deeds. 



(238. Guard strictly (five obligatory) As-Salawat (the prayers) especially the Middle Salah.And 
stand before Allah with obedience.) (239. And if you fear (an enemy), (perform Salah) on foot 
or riding. And when you are in safety, then remember Allah (pray) in the manner He has taught 
you, which you knew not (before).) 

Allah commands that the prayer should be performed properly and on time. It is reported in 
the Two Sahihsthat Ibn Mas' ud said, "I asked the Prophet , 'Which deed is the dearest (to 
Allah)' He replied: 



« » 

(To offer the prayers at their fixed times.) I asked, ' What is the next (in goodness)' He replied: 



« » 

(To participate in Jihad (religious fighting) in Allah's cause.)" I again asked, 'What is the next 
(in goodness)' He replied: 



« » 

(To be good and dutiful to your parents.) 'Abdullah then added, "The Prophet told me these 
words, and had I asked more, the Prophet would have told me more." 



The Middle Prayer 

Furthermore, Allah has specifically mentioned the Middle prayer, which is the * Asr prayer 
according to the majority of the scholars among the Companions, as At-Tirmidhi and Al- 
Baghawi have stated. Al-Qadi Al-Mawardi added that the majority of the scholars of the Tabi' in 
also held this view. Al-Hafiz Abu ' Umar bin " Abdul-Barr said that this is also the opinion of the 
majority of the scholars of the Athar (i.e., the Hadith and the statements of the Salaf). In 
addition, Abu Muhammad bin ' Atiyah said that this is the Tafsir (of the Middle prayer) of the 
majority of scholars. Al-Hafiz Abu Muhammad * Abdul-Mu'min bin Khalaf Ad-Dumyati stated in 
his book on the Middle prayer that it is the ' Asr prayer and mentioned that this is the Tafsir of 
'Umar, Al i , Ibn Mas' ud, Abu Ayyub, 'Abdullah bin 'Amr, Samurah bin Jundub, Abu Hurayrah, 
Abu Sa' id, Hafsah, Umm Habibah, Umm Salamah, Ibn 'Abbas and 'Aishah. This is also the 
Tafsir of ' Ubaydah, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Razin, Zirr bin Hubaysh, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ibn Srin, 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Kalbi, Muqatil, ' Ubayd bin Abu Maryam, and others. 



The Proof that the ' Asr Prayer is the Middle Prayer 

Imam Ahmad reported that 'AM narrated that Allah's Messenger said during the battle of Al- 
Ahzab (the Confederates): 



» 

« 

(They (the disbelievers) busied us from performing the Middle prayer, the ' Ar prayer, may 
Allah fill their hearts and houses with fire.) 

He performed the 'Asr prayer between Maghrib and ' Isha'. Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded this 
Hadith. In addition, the Two Shaykhs, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi An-Nasa'i and several other 
collectors of the Sunan recorded this Hadith using different chains of narrators to ' Ali. The 
Hadith about the battle of Al-Ahzab, when the Mushriks prevented Allah's Messenger and his 
Companions from performing the ' Asr prayer, has been narrated by several other Companions. 
We only mentioned the narrations that stated that the Middle prayer is the 'Asr prayer. 
Furthermore, Muslim reported similar wordings for this Hadith from Ibn Mas' ud and Al-Bara' bin 
'Azib. 

In addition, Imam Ahmad reported that Samurah bin Jundub said that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(The Middle prayer isthe ' Asr prayer.) 

In another narration, Allah's Messenger mentioned: 



(Guard strictly (five obligatory) As-Salawat (the prayers) especially the Middle Salah) and 
stated that it isthe'Asr prayer. In another narration, Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(It is the ' Asr prayer.) and Ibn Ja'far mentioned that the Prophet was then being asked about 
the Middle prayer. At-Tirmidhi reported this Hadith and said, "Hasan, Sahih." In addition, Abu 
Hatim bin Hibban reported in his Sahih that 'Abdullah said that Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 

(The Middle prayer is the " Asr prayer.) 

At-Tirmidhi reported that Ibn Mas' ud narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(The ' Asr prayer is the Middle prayer.) 

At-Tirmidhi then stated that this Hadith is of a Hasan, Sahih type. Muslim reported the Hadith 
in his Sahih and his wordings are: 

« » 

(They (disbelievers) busied us from performing the Middle prayer, the 'Asr prayer.) 

These texts emphasize the fact (that the ' Asr prayer isthe Middle prayer). What further proves 
this fact is that, in an authentic Hadith, Allah's Messenger emphasized the necessity of 
preserving the ' Asr prayer, when he said, as Ibn ' Umar narrated: 



» 



« 



(Whoever misses the " Asr prayer will be like who has lost his family and money.) 
It is reported in the Sahih that Buraydah bin Al-Husayb said that the Prophet said: 



» 
« 

(On a cloudy day, perform the (' Asr) prayer early, for whoever misses the 'Asr prayer, will 
have his (good) deeds annulled.) 

The Prohibition of speaking during the Prayer 

Allah said: 



(And stand before Allah with obedience.) meaning, with humbleness and humility before Him 
(i.e., during the prayer). This command indicates that it is not allowed to speak during the 
prayer, as speaking contradicts the nature of the prayer. This is why the Prophet refused to 
answer Ibn Mas' ud when he greeted him while he was praying and said afterwards: 



« » 

(The prayer makes one sufficiently busy.) (i.e., by the various actions of the body, tongue and 
heart involved during the prayer.) 

Muslim reported that the Prophet said to IVkf awiyah bin Hakam As-Sulami when he spoke 
during the prayer: 



» 

« 

(The ordinary speech people indulge in is not appropriate during the prayer. The prayer 
involves only Tasbih (praising Allah), Takbir (saying Allahu Akbar, i.e., Allah is the Most Great) 
and remembering Allah.) 

Imam Ahmad reported that Zayd bin Arqam said, "One used to address his friend about various 
affairs during the prayer. Then when this Ayah was revealed: 



(And stand before Allah with obedience.) we were ordered to refrain from speaking." The 
Group (i. e., the Hadith collections), except Ibn Majah, reported this Hadith. 



The Fear Prayer 

Allah said: 



(And if you fear (an enemy), (perform Salah) on foot or riding. And when you are in safety, 
then remember Allah (pray) in the manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before).) 

After Allah commanded His servants to perform the prayer perfectly and emphasized this 
commandment, He mentioned the situation where the person might not be able to perform the 
prayer perfectly, during battle and combat. Allah said: 



(And if you fear (an enemy), perform Salah on foot or riding.) meaning, pray in the appropriate 
manner under these circumstances, whether on foot or riding and whether facing the Qiblah or 
otherwise. Imam Malik reported that NafT related that Ibn ' Umar used to describe the Fear 
prayer when he was asked about it and would then add, "If there is intense fear, pray on foot, 
riding, facing the Qiblah and otherwise." NafT commented, "I think that he related that to the 
Prophet ." Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported the Hadith. 

Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah and Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah has 
ordained the prayer by the words of your Prophet : four (Rak' ah) while residing, two Rak' ah 
while traveling and one Rak' ah during times of fear." This is also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, and others. 

In addition, Al-Bukhari has entitled a Chapter: ' Prayer while confronting the Forts and facing 
the Enemy'. Al-Awza' i said, "If the victory seems near and the Muslims are unable to perform 
the prayer (in the normal manner), they should pray by nodding each by himself. If they are 
unable to nod, they should delay the prayer until fighting is finished. When they feel safe, they 
should pray two Rak' ah. If they are unable, they should then pray one Rak' ah that includes 
two prostrations. If they are unable, then Takbir alone does not suffice, so they should delay 
the prayer until they are safe." This is the same view that Makhul held. Anas bin Malik said, "I 
participated in the attack on the fort of Tastar, when the light of dawn started to become 
clear. Suddenly, the fighting raged and the Muslims were unable to pray until the light of day 
spread. We then prayed (the Dawn prayer) with Abu Musa and we became victorious. I would 
not have been pleased if I were to gain in the life of this world and whatever is in it instead of 
that prayer." This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. 



Prayer during the Times of Peace is performed normally 

Allah said: 



(And when you are in safety, then remember Allah (pray)) meaning, ' Perform the prayer as I 
have commanded you by completing its bowing, prostration, standing, sitting, and with the 
required attention (in the heart) and supplication.' Allah said: 



(in the manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before).) meaning, just as He has 
endowed you, guided you and taught you about what benefits you in this life and the 
Hereafter, so thank and remember Him. Similarly, Allah said after He mentioned the prayer of 
Fear, 



(...but when you are free from danger, perform As-Salah. Verily, As-Salah (the prayer) is 
enjoined on the believers at fixed hours.) (4:103) 

We will mention the Hadiths about the prayer of Fear and its description in Surat An-Nisa' while 
mentioning Allah's statement: 



(When you (0 Messenger Muhammad ) are among them, and lead them in As-Salah (the 
prayer).) (4:102) 



(240. And those of you who die and leave behind wives should bequeath for their wives a year's 
maintenance (and residence) without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no 
sin on you for that which they do of themselves, provided it is honorable (e.g., lawful 
marriage). And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) (241. And for divorced women, maintenance 
(should be provided) on reasonable (scale). This is a duty on Al-Muttaqin (the pious).) (242. 
Thus Allah makes clear His Ayat (Laws) to you, in order that you may understand.) 



Ayah (2:240) was abrogated 

The majority of the scholars said that this Ayah (2:240) was abrogated by the Ayah (2:234), 
what Allah said: 



(...they (the wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for four months and ten days.) 
(2:234) 

For instance, Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn Az-Zubayr said: I said to ' Uthman bin ' Affan: 



(And those of you who die and leave wives behind them) was abrogated by the other Ayah 
(2:234). Therefore, why did you collect it (meaning, in the Qur'an)" He said, "0 my nephew! I 
shall not change any part of the Qur'an from its place." 

The question that Ibn Az-Zubayr asked ' Uthman means: ' If the ruling of the Ayah (2:240) was 
abrogated to four months (the ' Iddah of the widow, and refer to 2:234), then what is the 
wisdom behind including it in the Qur'an, although its ruling has been abrogated If the Ayah 
(2:240) remains (in the Qur'an) after the Ayah that abrogated it (2:234), this might imply that 
its ruling is still valid.' ' Uthman, the Leader of the faithful, answered him by stating that this is 
a matter of the revelation, which mentioned these Ayat in this order. 'Therefore, I shall leave 
the Ayah where I found it in the Qur'an.' 

Ibn Abu Hatim reported that Ibn ' Abbas said about what Allah said: 



(And those of you who die and leave behind wives should bequeath for their wives a year's 
maintenance (and residence) without turning them out, ) "The widow used to reside, and have 
her provisions provided for her for a year, in her deceased husband's house. Later, the Ayah 
that specified the inheritance (4:12) abrogated this Ayah (2:240), and thus the widow inherits 
one-fourth or one-eighth of what her (deceased) husband leaves behind." 

Ibn Abu Hatim also related that 'AM bin Abu Talhah stated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When a man 
died and left behind a widow, she used to remain in his house for a year for her * Iddah, all the 
while receiving her provisions during this time. Thereafter, Allah revealed this Ayah: 



(And those of you who die and leave wives behind them, they (the wives) shall wait (as regards 
their marriage) for four months and ten days.) (2:234) 

So, this is the " Iddah of the widow, unless she was pregnant, for her ' Iddah then ends when 
she gives birth. Allah also said: 



(In that which you leave, their (your wives') share is a fourth if you leave no child; but if you 
leave a child, they get an eighth of that which you leave.) (4:12) 

So Allah specified the share of the widow in the inheritance and there was no need for the will 
or the Nafaqah (maintenance) which were mentioned in (2:240)." 

Ibn Abu Hatim stated that Mujahid, Al-Hasan, ' Ikrimah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr and 
Muqatil bin Hayyan said that the Ayah (2:240) was abrogated by: 



(four months and ten days.) (2:234) 
Al-Bukhari reported that Mujahid said that: 



(And those of you who die and leave wives behind them) (2:234) used to be the ' Iddah, and the 
widow had to remain with her (deceased) husband's family (during that period, i.e., four 
months and ten days). Then, Allah revealed: 



(And those of you who die and leave behind wives should bequeath for their wives a year's 
maintenance (and residence) without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no 
sin on you for that which they do of themselves, provided it is honorable (e.g., lawful 
marriage).) 

So, Allah made the rest of the year, which is seven months and twenty days, as a will and 
testament for her. Consequently, if she wants, she could use her right in this will and remain in 
the residence (for the rest of the year). Or, if she wants, she could leave the (deceased 
husband's) house after the four months and ten days have passed. This is the meaning of what 
Allah said: 



(...without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no sin on you.) 

Therefore, the required term of ' Iddah is still unchanged (refer to 2:234). 

' Ata' quoted Ibn 'Abbas, "This Ayah (2:240) has abrogated (the requirement that) the widow 
spends the 'Iddah with his (i.e., her deceased husband's) family. 3d, she spends her 'Iddah 
wherever she wants. This is the meaning of what Allah said: 



(without turning them out,)." 

' Ata 1 also said: "If she wants, she spends the ' Iddah with his family and resides there according 
to the will (meaning the rest of the year). If she wants, she is allowed to leave, for Allah said: 



(there is no sin on you for that which they do of themselves,)." 

'At a' then said: "Then (the Ayah on) the inheritance (refer to 4:12) came and abrogated the 
residence. Hence, the widow spends her ' Iddah wherever she wants and does not have the 
right to residence any more." 

The statement of ' Ata' and those who held the view that the Ayah (2:240) was abrogated by 
the Ayah on the inheritance (4: 12), is only valid for more than the four months and ten days 
(required in 2:234). However, if they mean that the four months and ten days are not required 
from the deceased husband's estate, then this opinion is the subject of disagreement among 
the scholars. As proof, they said that the widow is required to remain in her (deceased) 
husband's house (for four months and ten days) according to what Malik reported from Zaynab 
bint Ka* b bin ' Ujrah. She said that Far T ah bint Malik bin Snan, the sister of Abu Sa' id Al- 
Khudri, told her that she came to Allah's Messenger asking him to return to her family's 
residence with Banu Khudrah. Her husband had pursued some of his servants who ran away, but 
when he reached the area of Al-Qadum, they killed him. She said, "So I asked Allah's Messenger 
if I should stay with my family in Banu Khudrah, for my (deceased) husband did not leave me a 
residence that he owns or Nafaqah (maintenance). Allah's Messenger answered in the positive. 
While I was in the room, Allah's Messenger summoned me or had someone summon me and said: 



« » 

(What did you say) I repeated the story to him about my (deceased) husband. He said: 

« » 

(Stay at your home until the term reaches its end.) So I remained through the " Iddah term for 
four months and ten days in my (deceased husband's) house. Thereafter, " Uthman bin ' Affan 
sent for me during his reign and asked me about this matter and I told him what happened. He 
made a judgment to the same effect." This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud, At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". 

The Necessity of the Muf ah (Gift) at the Time of Divorce 

Allah said: 



(And for divorced women, maintenance (should be provided) on reasonable (scale). This is a 
duty on Al-Muttaqin (the pious).) 

x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that when Allah's statement: 



(...a gift of reasonable amount is a duty on the doers of good) (2:236) was revealed, a man 
said, "If I want, I will be excellent and if I do not, I will not." Thereafter, Allah revealed this 
Ayah: 



(And for divorced women, maintenance (should be provided) on reasonable (scale). This is a 
duty on Al-Muttaqin (the pious).) 

The scholars who ruled that the Muf ah (reasonable gift) at the time of divorce is required for 
every divorced woman, whether she had a bridal-money appointed for her or not, and whether 
the marriage was consummated or not, relied on this Ayah (2:241) when they issued their 
ruling. This is the view taken on this subject by Sa' id bin Jubayr and several others among the 
Salaf and also Ibn Jarir. Hence, Allah's statement: 



(There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you have not touched (had sexual 
relation with) them, nor appointed for them their due (dowry). But bestow on them (a suitable 
gift), the rich according to his means, and the poor according to his means, a gift of reasonable 
amount is a duty on the doers of good.) (2:236) only mentions some specifics of this general 
ruling. 

Allah then said: 



(Thus Allah makes clear His Ayat (Laws) to you,) meaning, what He allows, forbids, requires, 
His set limits, His commandments and His prohibitions are all explained and made plain and 
clear for you. He did not leave any matter in general terms if you needed the specifics, 



(in order that you may understand.) meaning, understand and comprehend. 



(243. Did you (0 Muhammad ) not think of those who went forth from their homes in the 
thousands, fearing death Allah said to them, "Die". And then He restored them to life. Truly, 
Allah is full of bounty to mankind, but most men thank not.) (244. And fight in the way of Allah 
and know that Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) (245. Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly 
loan so that He may multiply it to him many times And it is Allah that decreases or increases 
(your provisions), and unto Him you shall return.) 

The Story of the Dead People 

Ibn Abu Hatim related that Ibn 'Abbas said that these people mentioned herein, were the 
residents of a village called Dawardan. Al i bin " Asim said that they were from Dawardan, a 
village several miles away from Wasit (in Iraq). 

In his Tafsir, Wakf bin Jarrah said that Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



(Did you (0 Muhammad ) not think of those who went forth from their homes in thousands, 
fearing death) that they were four thousand persons who escaped the plague (that broke out in 
their land). They said, "We should go to a land that is free of death!" When they reached a 
certain area, Allah said to them: 



("Die.") and they all died. Afterwards, one of the Prophets passed by them and supplicated to 
Allah to resurrect them and Allah brought them back to life. So, Allah stated: 



r(Did you (0 Muhammad ) not think of those who went forth from their homes in the thousands, 
fearing death) 

Furthermore, several scholars among the Salaf said that these people were the residents of a 
city during the time of the Children of Israel. The weather in their land did not suit them and 
an epidemic broke out. They fled their land fearing death and took refuge in the wilderness. 
They later arrived at a fertile valley and they filled what is between its two sides. Then Allah 
sent two angels to them, one from the lower side and the other from the upper side of the 
valley. The angels screamed once and all the people died instantly, just as the death of one 
man. They were later moved to a different place, where walls and graves were built around 
them. They all perished, and their bodies rotted and disintegrated. Long afterwards, one of the 
Prophets of the Children of Israel, whose name was Hizqil (Ezekiel), passed by them and asked 
Allah to bring them back to life by his hand. Allah accepted his supplication and commanded 
him to say, "O rotted bones, Allah commands you to come together." The bones of every body 
were brought together. Allah then commanded him to say, "0 bones, Allah commands you to be 
covered with flesh, nerves and skin." That also happened while Hizqil was watching. Allah then 
commanded him to say, "0 souls, Allah commands you to return, each to the body that it used 
to inhabit." They all came back to life, looked around and proclaimed, "All praise is due to You 
(0 Allah!) and there is no deity worthy of worship except You." Allah brought them back to life 
after they had perished long ago. 

We should state that bringing these people back to life is a clear proof that physical 
resurrection shall occur on the Day of Resurrection. This is why Allah said: 



(Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind,) meaning, in that He shows them His great signs, 
sound proofs and clear evidences. Yet, 



(but most men thank not.) as they do not thank Allah for what He has given them with in their 
worldly life and religious affairs. 

The story of the dead people (2:244 above) also indicates that no caution can ever avert 
destiny and that there is no refuge from Allah, but to Allah Himself. These people departed 
from their land fleeing the epidemic and seeking to enjoy a long life. What they earned was 
the opposite of what they sought, as death came quickly and instantaneously and seized them 
all. 



There is an authentic Hadith that Imam Ahmad reported that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said that 
' Umar bin Al-Khattab once went to Ash-Sham (Syria). When he reached the area of Sargh, he 
was met by the commanders of the army: Abu " Ubaydah bin Jarrah and his companions. They 
told him that the plague had broken out in Ash-Sham. The Hadith then mentioned that * Abdur- 
Rahman bin 'Awf, who was away attending to some of his affairs, came and said, "I have 
knowledge regarding this matter. I heard Allah's Messenger say: 



» 



« 



(If it (the plague) breaks out in a land that you are in, do not leave that land to escape from it. 
If you hear about it in a land, do not enter it.) 

" Umar then thanked Allah and went back. This Hadith is also reported in the Sahihayn. 



Abandoning Jihad does not alter Destiny 

Allah said: 



(And fight in the way of Allah and know that Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 

This Ayah indicates that just as caution does not alter destiny, abandoning Jihad will neither 
bring the appointed term closer nor delay it. Rather, destiny and the appointed provisions are 
fixed and shall never be changed or altered, neither by addition nor deletion. Similarly, Allah 
said: 



((They are) the ones who said about their killed brethren while they themselves sat (at home): 
"If only they had listened to us, they would not have been killed." Say: "Avert death from your 
own selves, if you speak the truth.") (3:168) 



Allah said: 



(They say: "Our Lord! Why have you ordained for us fighting Would that you had granted us 
respite for a short period" Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far) 
better for him who fears Allah, and you shall not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the Fatila 
(a scalish thread in the long slit of a date stone). Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake 
you even if you are in fortresses built up strong and high!") (4:77, 78) 

Abu Sulayman, Khalid bin Al-Walid, the commander of the Muslim armies, the veteran among 
Muslim soldiers, the protector of Islam and the Sword of Allah that was raised above His 
enemies, said while dying, "I have participated in so-and-so number of battles. There is not a 
part of my body, but suffered a shot (of an arrow), a stab (of a spear) or a strike (of a sword). 
Yet, here I am, I die on my bed just as the camel dies! May the eyes of the cowards never taste 
sleep." He, may Allah be pleased with him, was sorry and in pain because he did not die as 
martyr in battle. He was sad that he had to die on his bed! 

The Good Loan and its Reward 

Allah said: 



(Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He may multiply it to him many times) 

In this Ayah, Allah encourages His servants to spend in His cause. Allah mentioned this same 
Ayah in several other parts of His Glorious Qur'an. The Hadith that mentions that Allah 
descends (every night down on the nearest heaven to us when the last third of the night 
remains) statesthat Allah says: 

« » 

(Who would give a loan to He Who is neither poor nor unjust.) 



Allah's statement: 



(He may multiply it to him many times), is similar to Misstatement: 



(The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah, is as the likeness of a grain 
(of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase 
to whom He wills.) (2:261) 

We will mention this Ayah later on. Allah then said: 



(And it is Allah that decreases or increases (your provisions), ) meaning, 'Spend (in Allah's 
cause) and do not be anxious.' Certainly, Allah is the Sustainer Who increases or decreases the 
provisions to whomever He wills among His servants. Allah's wisdom is perfect, and, 



(and unto Him you shall return.) on the Day of Resurrection. 



(246. Have you not thought about the group of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Musa 
When they said to a Prophet of theirs, "Appoint for us a king and we will fight in Allah's way." 
He said, "Would you then refrain from fighting, if fighting was prescribed for you" They said, 
"Why should we not fight in Allah's way while we have been driven out of our homes and our 
children (families have been taken as captives)" But when fighting was ordered for them, they 
turned away, all except a few of them. And Allah is All-Aware of the wrongdoers.) 

The Story of the Jews Who sought a King to be appointed over 

Them 

Mujahid said that the Prophet (mentioned in the Ayah 2:246 above) is Shamwil (Samuel). Wahb 
bin Munabbih said: The Children of Israel remained on the straight path for a period of time 
after Moses. They then innovated in the religion and some of them even worshipped the idols. 
Yet, there were always Prophets sent among them who would command them to work 
righteous deeds, refrain from doing evil and who would rule them according to the commands 
of the Torah. When they (Israelites) committed the evil that they committed, Allah caused 
their enemies to overwhelm them, and many fatalities fell among them as a consequence. 
Their enemies also captured a great number of them, and took over large areas of their land. 
Earlier, anyone who would fight the Israelites would lose, because they had the Torah and the 
Tabut, which they inherited generation after generation ever since the time of Moses, who 
spoke to Allah directly. Yet, the Israelites kept indulging in misguidance until some king took 
the Tabut from them during a battle. That king also took possession of the Torah, and only a 
few of the Israelites who memorized it remained. The prophethood halted among their various 
tribes and only a pregnant woman remained of the offspring of Lavi (Levi), in whom the 
prophethood still appeared. Her husband had been killed, so the Israelites kept her in a house 
so that Allah may give her a boy, who would be their Prophet. The woman also kept invoking 
Allah to grant her a boy. Allah heard her pleas and gave her a boy whom she called ' Shamwil' 
meaning 'Allah has heard my pleas.' Some people said that the boy's name was Sham' un 
(Smeon), which also has a similar meaning. 

As that boy grew, Allah raised him to be a righteous person. When he reached the age of 
prophethood, Allah revealed to him and commanded him to call (his people) to Him and to His 
Tawhid (Oneness). Shamwil called the Children of Israel (to Allah) and they asked him to 
appoint a king over them so that they could fight their enemies under his command. The 
kingship had also ended among them. Their Prophet said to them, "What if Allah appoints a 
king over you, would you fulfill your vow to fight under his command" 



(They said, "Why should we not fight in Allah's way while we have been driven out of our homes 
and our children") meaning, 'After our land had been confiscated and our children had been 
taken from us' Allah said: 



(But when fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all except a few of them. And 
Allah is All-Aware of the wrongdoers) meaning, only a few of them kept their promise, but the 
majority abandoned Jihad and Allah has full knowledge of them. 



(247. And their Prophet said to them, "Indeed Allah has appointed Talut (Saul) as a king over 
you." They said, "How can he be a king over us when we are fitter than him for the kingdom, 
and he has not been given enough wealth." He said: "Verily, Allah has chosen him above you 
and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature. And Allah grants His kingdom to 
whom He wills. And Allah is All-Suf f icient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.") 

When the Israelites asked their Prophet to appoint a king over them, he appointed Talut (Saul), 
who was then a soldier. But, Talut was not a descendant of the house of kings among them, 
which was exclusively in the offspring of Yahudha (Judah). This is why they said: 



(How can he be a king over us) meaning, how can he be the king for us, 



(when we are fitter than him for the kingdom, and he has not been given enough wealth) They 
said that Talut was also poor and did not have the wealth that justifies him being king. Some 
people stated that Talut used to bring water to the people, while others stated that his 
profession was dyeing skins. The Jews, thus, disputed with their Prophet while they were 
supposed to obey him and to say good words to him. 

Their Prophet answered them: 



(Verily, Allah has chosen him above you) meaning, 'Allah chose Talut from amongst you while 
having better knowledge about him.' Their Prophet stated, "I did not choose Talut to be your 
king on my own. Rather, Allah has commanded that upon your request." Further: 



(...and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature.) meaning, 'Talut is more 
knowledgeable and honorable than you, and stronger and more patient during combat, and has 
more knowledge of warfare. In short, he has more knowledge and is stronger than you are. The 
king should have sufficient knowledge, be fair looking and should have a strong soul and body.' 
He then said: 



(And Allah grants His kingdom to whom He wills.) meaning, Allah Alone is the Supreme 
Authority Who does what He wills and no one can ask Him about His actions, while they will be 
asked (about their actions by Him). This is because Allah has perfect knowledge, wisdom and 
kindness with His creation. Allah said: 



(And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.) meaning, His favor is 
encompassing and He grants His mercy to whom He wills. He also knows those who deserve to 
be kings and those who do not deserve it. 



b(248. And their Prophet said to them: "Verily! The sign of His kingdom is that there shall come 
to you At-Tabut, wherein is Sakinah (peace and reassurance) from your Lord and a remnant of 
that which Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) left behind, carried by the angels. Verily, in this is 
a sign for you if you are indeed believers.) 

Their Prophet then proclaimed, "The sign of the blessings of Talut's kingship over you is that 
Allah will give you back the Tabut (wooden box) that has been taken from you." Allah said: 



(wherein is Sakinah from your Lord) meaning, peace (or grace) and reassurance. x Abdur-Razzaq 
stated that Qatadah said: 



(wherein is Sakinah) means grace. In addition, Ar-RabP said that Sakinah means mercy. This is 
also the meaning given by Ibn " Abbas, asAI-' Awfi narrated. 

Allah then said: 



(...and a remnant of that which Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) left behind,) 
Ibn Jarir related that Ibn " Abbas said about this Ayah: 



(...and a remnant of that which Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) left behind, ) Meaning, Moses' 
staff and the remnants of the Tablets. This is the same Tafsir of Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ar-RabP 
bin Anas and ' Ikrimah, who added, "And also the Torah." " Abdur-Razzaq said that he asked Ath- 
Thawri about the meaning of, 



(...and a remnant of that which Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) left behind,) 



Ath-Thawri said, "Some said that it contained a pot of manna and the remnants of the Tablets, 
while some others said that it contained (Moses') staff and two shoes (and refer to 20:12)." 

Allah then said: 



(...carried by the angels.) 

Ibn Jurayj stated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The angels came down while carrying the Tabut 
between the sky and the earth, until they placed it before Talut while the people were 
watching." As-Suddi said, "The Tabut was brought to Talut's house, so the people believed in 
the prophet hood of Sham' un (Smeon) and obeyed Talut" 

The Prophet then said: 



(Verily, in this is a sign for you) testifying to my truth in what I was sent with, my prophet hood, 
and my command to you to obey Talut, 



(if you are indeed believers. ) in Allah and the Hereafter." 
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(249. Then when Talut set out with the army, he said: "Verily, Allah will try you by a river. So 
whoever drinks thereof, he is not of me; and whoever tastes it not, he is of me, except him 
who takes (thereof) in the hollow of his hand." Yet, they drank thereof, all, except a few of 
them. So when he had crossed it (the river), he and those who believed with him, they said: 
"We have no power this day against Jalut (Goliath) and his hosts." But those who knew with 
certainty that they were going to meet Allah, said: "How often has a small group overcome a 
mighty host by Allah's leave" And Allah is with As-Sabirin (the patient).) 

Allah states that Talut, the king of the Children of Israel, marched forth with his soldiers and 
the Israelites who obeyed him. His army was of eighty thousand then, according to As-Suddi, 
but Allah knows best. Talut said: 



(Verily, Allah will try you) meaning, He will test you with a river, which flowed between Jordan 
and Palestine, i.e. , the ShaiT ah river, according to Ibn ' Abbas and others. He continued, 



(So whoever drinks thereof, he is not of me;) meaning, shall not accompany me today, 



(and whoever tastes it not, he is of me, except him who takes (thereof) in the hollow of his 
hand.) meaning, there is no harm in this case. Allah then said: 



(Yet, they drank thereof, all, except a few of them.) 

Ibn Jurayj stated that Ibn " Abbas commented, "Whoever took some of it (the river's water) in 
the hollow of his hand, quenched his thirst; as for those who drank freely from it, their thirst 
was not quenched." 

Ibn Jarir reported that Al-Bara' bin 'Azib said, "We used to say that the Companions of 
Muhammad who accompanied him on the battle of Badr were more than three hundred and 
ten, just as many as the soldiers who crossed the river with Talut. Only those who believed 
crossed the river with him." Al-Bukhari also reported this. 



This is why Allah said: 



(So when he had crossed it (the river), he and those who believed with him, they said: "We 
have no power this day against Jalut (Goliath) and his hosts.") 

This Ayah indicates that the Israelites (who remained with Saul) thought that they were few in 
the face of their enemy who were many then. So, their knowledgeable scholars strengthened 
their resolve by stating that Allah's promise is true and that triumph comes from Allah Alone, 
not from the large numbers or the adequacy of the supplies. They said to them: 



("How often has a small group overcome a mighty host by Allah's leave" And Allah is with As- 
Sabirin (the patient).) 



V 



(250. And when they advanced to meet Jalut (Goliath) and his forces, they invoked: "Our Lord! 
Pour forth on us patience, and set firm our feet and make us victorious over the disbelieving 



people.") (251. So they routed them by Allah's leave and Dawud (David) killed Jalut (Goliath), 
and Allah gave him (Dawud) the kingdom after the death of Talut and Samuel and Al-Hikmah 
(prophethood), and taught him of that which He willed. And if Allah did not check one set of 
people by means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief. But Allah is full of 
bounty to the ' Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).) (252. These are the verses of Allah, 
We recite them to you (0 Muhammad ) in truth, and surely, you are one of the Messengers (of 
Allah.) 

When the faithful party, who were few under the command of Talut, faced their enemy, who 
were many under the command of Jalut, 



(they invoked: "Our Lord! Pour forth on us patience...") meaning, send down patience on us 
from You. 



(and set firm our feet) meaning, against the enemy and save us from running away and from 
feebleness, 



(and make us victorious over the disbelieving people.) 
Allah said: 



(So they routed them by Allah's leave) meaning, they defeated and overwhelmed them by 
Allah's aid and support. Then, 



(and Dawud killed Jalut) 

Israelite accounts claimed that (Prophet) David killed Goliath with a slingshot that he had, 
which he launched at Goliath causing his death. 

Talut promised that whoever killed Jalut, would marry his daughter and would share his 
kingship and authority. He kept his promise. Later, the kingship was transferred to Prophet 
Dawud in addition to being granted Prophethood by Allah. So, Allah said: 



(...and Allah gave him (Dawud) the kingdom) that Talut had and, 



(and Al-Hikmah) that comes with the prophethood, meaning, after Shamwil. Allah then said: 



(and taught him of that which He willed.) meaning, what He willed of the knowledge that He 
bestowed on (Prophet) Dawud. 

Next, Allah said: 



(And if Allah did not check one set of people by means of another, the earth would indeed be 
full of mischief.) 

This Ayah indicates that if it were not for the fact that Allah checks one set of people with 
another, such as when Talut and the bravery of Dawud helped the Children of Israel (against 
Goliath), then people would have perished. Similarly, Allah said: 



(For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another, monasteries, 
churches, synagogues, and Masjids, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would 
surely, have been pulled down.) (22:40) 

Allah then said: 



(But Allah is full of bounty to the ' Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists)) meaning, by His 
mercy and favor He fixes some of them by some others. Surely, Allah has the wisdom, the 
supreme authority and the clear proof against His creation in all of His actions and statements. 

Allah said: 



(These are the verses of Allah, We recite them to you (0 Muhammad ) in truth, and surely, you 
are one of the Messengers (of Allah).) 

This Ayah states, 'These Ayat (verses) of Allah that We have narrated for you in truth conform 
to the exact manner that these stories have occurred and to the truth that still remain in the 
(Divine) Books that the scholars of the Children of Israel have and know. Allah said: 
Muhammad, 



(you are) 



(one of the Messengers (of Allah)) emphatically stating the truth of his prophet hood 



(253. Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to some of them Allah spoke 
(directly); others He raised to degrees (of honor); and to x Isa, the son of Maryam, We gave 
clear proofs and evidences, and supported him with Ruh-il-Qudus Jibril . If Allah had willed, 
succeeding generations would not have fought against each other, after clear Verses of Allah 
had come to them, but they differed some of them believed and others disbelieved. If Allah 
had willed, they would not have fought against one another, but Allah does what He wills.) 

Allah Honored Some Prophets Above Others 

Allah statesthat He has honored some Prophets to others. For instance, Allah said, 



(And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above others, and to Dawud We gave the 
Zabur (Psalms)) 17:55 . 

In the Ayah above, Allah said, 



(Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to some of them Allah spoke 
(directly)) meaning, Musa and Muhammad , and also Adam according to a Hadith recorded in 
Sahih Ibn Hibban from Abu Dharr. 



(Others He raised to degrees (of honor)) as is evident in the Hadith about the Isra' journey, 
when the Messenger of Allah saw the Prophets in the various heavens according to their rank 
with Allah. 

If somebody asks about the collective meaning of this Ayah and the Hadith that the Two Sahihs 
collected from Abu Hurayrah which states, "Once, a Muslim man and a Jew had an argument 
and the Jew said, v No, by Him Who gave Musa superiority over all human beings!' Hearing him, 



the Muslim man raised his hand and slapped the Jew on his face and said, 'Over Muhammad 
too, evil one!' The Jew went to the Prophet and complained to him and the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Don't give me superiority above the Prophets, for the people will become unconscious on the 
Day of Resurrection, and I will be the first to be resurrected to see Musa holding on to the 
pillar of Allah's Throne. I will not know whether the unconsciousness Musa suffered on the Day 
of the Trumpet sufficed for him, or if he got up before me. So, do not give me superiority 
above the Prophets.) In another narration, the Prophet said, (Do not give superiority to some 
Prophets above others.) 

The answer to this question is that this Hadith prohibits preferring some Prophets above others 
in cases of dispute and argument, such as the incident mentioned in the Hadith. The Hadith 
indicates that it is not up to creation to decide which Prophet is better, for this is Allah's 
decision. The creation is only required to submit to, obey and believe in Allah's decision. 

Allah's statement, 



(And We gave ' Isa, the son of Maryam, clear signs) refers to the proofs and unequivocal 
evidences that testify to the truth that " Isa delivered to the Children of Israel, thus testifying 
that he was Allah's servant and His Messenger to them. 



(And supported him with Ruh-il-Qudus) meaning Allah aided ' Isa with Jibil, peace be upon him. 
Allah then said, 



(If Allah had willed, succeeding generations would not have fought against each other, after 
clear Verses of Allah had come to them, but they differed some of them believed and others 
disbelieved. If Allah had willed, they would not have fought against one another.) meaning all 
this happened by Allah's decree, and this is why He said next, 



(But Allah does what He wills.) 



(254. you who believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day 
comes when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the 
disbelievers who are the wrongdoers.) 

Allah commands His servants to spend for His sake, in the path of righteousness, from what He 
has granted them, so that they acquire and keep the reward of this righteous deed with their 
Lord and King. Let them rush to perform this deed in this life, 



(before a Day comes) meaning, the Day of Resurrection, 



(when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession.) 



This Ayah indicates that on that Day, no one will be able to bargain on behalf of himself or 
ransom himself with any amount, even if it was the earth's fill of gold; nor will his friendship or 
relation to anyone benefit him. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another) 23:101 . 



(Nor intercession) meaning, they will not benefit by the intercession of anyone. 
Allah's statement, 



(and it is the disbelievers who are the wrongdoers) indicates that no injustice is worse than 
meeting Allah on that Day while a disbeliever. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that x Ata' bin Dinar said, 
"All thanks are due to Allah Who said, 



(and it is the disbelievers who are the wrongdoers) but did not say, 'And it is the wrongdoers 
who are the disbelievers."' 



(255. Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains 
and protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever 
is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is he that can intercede with Him except 
with His permission He knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world, and what will 
happen to them in the Hereafter. And they will never compass anything of His Knowledge 
except that which He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no 
fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He isthe Most High, the Most Great.) 

The Virtue of Ayat Al-Kursi 

This is Ayat Al-Kursi and tremendous virtues have been associated with it, for the authentic 
Hadith describes it as Mhe greatest Ayah in the Book of Allah.' Imam Ahmad recorded that 
" Ubayy bin Ka' b said that the Prophet asked him about the greatest Ayah in the Book of Allah, 
and ' Ubayy answered, "Allah and His Messenger know better." When the Prophet repeated his 
question several times, ' Ubayy said, "Ayat Al-Kursi." The Prophet commented, 



» 



« 



(Congratulations for having knowledge, Abu Al-Mundhir! By He in Whose Hand is my soul! This 
Ayah has a tongue and two lips with which she praises the King (Allah) next to the leg of the 
Throne.) 

This Hadith was also collected by Muslim, but he did not include the part that starts with, "By 
He in Whose Hand..." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayyub said that he had some dates and a Ghoul used to take 
some, and he complained to the Prophet. The Prophet said to him, "When you see her, say, ' In 
the Name of Allah, answer to the Messenger of Allah'." Abu Ayyub said that when she came 
again, he said these words and he was able to grab her. She begged, "I will not come again," so 
Abu Ayyub released her. Abu Ayyub went to the Prophet and the Prophet asked him, "What did 
your prisoner do" Abu Ayyub said, "I grabbed her and she said twice, " I will not come again,' 
and I released her." The Prophet said, "She will come back." Abu Ayyub said, "So I grabbed her 
twice or three times, yet each time I would release her when she vowed not to come back. I 
would go to the Prophet who would ask me, x What is the news of your prisoner' I would say, ' I 
grabbed her, then released her when she said that she would not return.' The Prophet would 
say that she would return. Once, I grabbed her and she said, ' Release me and I will teach you 
something to recite so that no harm touches you, that is, Ayat Al-Kursi.' Abu Ayyub went to the 
Prophet and told him, and the Prophet said, "She is liar, but she told the truth." At-Tirmidhi 



recorded this Hadith in the chapter of the virtues of the Qur'an and said, "Hasan Gharib." In 
Arabic, ' Ghoul' refersto the Jinn when they appear at night. 

Al-Bukhari recorded a similar story in his Sahih from Abu Hurayrah, in the chapters on the 
virtues of the Qur'an and the description of Shaytan. In this narration, Abu Hurayrah said, 

"Allah's Messenger assigned me to keep watch over the Sadaqah (charity) of Ramadan. A person 
snuck in and started taking handf uls of foodstuff. I caught him and said, 'By Allah, I will take 
you to Allah's Messenger.' He said, ' Release me, for I am meek and have many dependents and 
am in great need.' I released him, and in the morning Allah's Messenger asked me, 'What did 
your prisoner do yesterday, O Abu Hurayrah' I said, '0 Allah's Messenger! He complained of 
being needy and of having many dependents, so I pitied him and let him go.' Allah's Messenger 
said, ' Indeed, he told you a lie and will be coming again.' I believed that he would show up 
again, for Allah's Messenger had told me that he would return. So, I watched for him. When he 
(showed up and) started stealing handfulsof foodstuff, I caught hold of him again and said, ' I 
will definitely take you to Allah's Messenger.' He said, ' Leave me, for I am very needy and have 
many dependents. I promise I will not come back again.' I pitied him and let him go. In the 
morning Allah's Messenger asked me, 'What did your prisoner do last night, Abu Hurayrah!' I 
replied, ' Allah's Messenger! He complained of his great need and of too many dependents, so 
I took pity on him and set him free.' Allah's Messenger said, 'Verily, he told you a lie; he will 
return.' I waited for him attentively for the third time, and when he (came and) started 
stealing handfuls of the foodstuff, I caught hold of him and said, 'I will surely take you to 
Allah's Messenger as it is the third time you promised not to return, yet you returned.' He said, 
' Let me teach you some words which Allah will give you benefit from.' I asked, ' What are they' 
He replied, 'Whenever you go to bed, recite Ayat Al-Kursi- Allahu la ilaha ilia Huwal-Hayyul- 
Qayyum, till you finish the whole verse. (If you do so), Allah will appoint a guard for you who 
will stay with you, and no Shaytan will come near you until morning.' So, I released him. In the 
morning, Allah's Messenger asked, 'What did your prisoner do yesterday' I replied, 'O Allah's 
Messenger! He claimed that he would teach me some words by which Allah will grant me some 
benefit, so I let him go.' Allah's Messenger asked, 'What are they' I replied, 'He said to me: 
Whenever you go to bed, recite Ayat Al-Kursi from the beginning to the end, Allahu la ilaha ilia 
Huwal-Hayyul-Qayyum. He further said to me: (If you do so), Allah will appoint a guard for you 
who will stay with you, and no Shaytan will come near you until morning.' (One of the 
narrators) then commented that they (the Companions) were very keen to do good deeds. The 
Prophet said, ' He spoke the truth, although he is a liar. Do you know whom you were talking 
to, these three nights, O Abu Hurayrah' Abu Hurayrah said, ' No.' He said, ' It was Shaytan."' An- 
Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith in Al-Yawm wa Al-Laylah. 

Allah's Greatest Name is in Ayat Al-Kursi 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Asma' bint Yazid bin As-Sakan said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah 
say about t hese two Ayat , 



(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists) 2:255 , and, 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One 
Who sustains and protects all that exists) 3:1-2 , 



« » 



(They contain Allah's Greatest Name.) 



This is also the narration collected by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and At-Tirmidhi 
said, "Hasan Sahih". 

Further, Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Abu Umamah reported that the Prophet said, 

» 

« : 

(Allah's Greatest Name, if He was supplicated with it, He answers the supplication, is in three 
Surahs- Al-Baqarah, Al " Imran and Ta-Ha.) 

Hisham bin 'Ammar, the Khatib (orator) of Damascus (one of the narrators in the above 
narration), said, "As for Al-Baqarah, it is in, 



(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists) 2:255 ; in AT Imran, it is in, 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One 
Who sustains and protects all that exists) 3:1-2 , while in Ta-Ha, it is in, 



(And (all) faces shall be humbled before (Allah), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists) 20:111 ." 

Ayat Al-Kursi has Ten Complete Arabic Sentences 1. Allah's 

statement, 



(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He) mentions that Allah is the One and Only 
Lord of all creation. 2. Allah's statement, 



(Al-Hayyul-Qayyum) testifies that Allah is the Ever Living, Who never dies, Who sustains 
everyone and everything. All creation stands in need of Allah and totally relies on Him, while 
He is the Most Rich, Who stands in need of nothing created. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand by His command) 30:25 
Allah's statement, 



(Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him) means, no shortcoming, unawareness or ignorance 
ever touches Allah. Rather, He is aware of, and controls what every soul earns, has perfect 
watch over everything, nothing escapes His knowledge, and no secret matter is secret to Him. 
Among His perfect attributes, is the fact that He is never effected by slumber or sleep. 
Therefore, Allah's statement, 



(Neither slumber overtakes Him) indicates that no unawareness due to slumber ever overtakes 
Allah. Allah said afterwards, 



(nor sleep), which is stronger than slumber. It is recorded in the Sahih that Abu Musa said, "The 
Messenger of Allah delivered a speech regarding four words: 



» 



« 

(Allah does not sleep, and it does not befit His majesty that He sleeps. He lowers the scales 
and raises them. The deeds of the day are resurrected in front of Him before the deeds of the 
night, and the deeds of the night before the deeds of the day. His Veil is light, or fire, and if 
He removes it, the rays from His Face would burn whatever His sight reaches of His creation.) 

4. Allah's statement, 



(To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth) indicates that 
everyone is a servant for Allah, a part of His kingdom and under His power and authority. 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious (Allah) as a 
servant. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And 
everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection (without any helper, or 
protector or defender)) 19:93-95 . 5. Allah's statement, 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) is similar to His 
statements, 



(And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with) 53:26 , and, 



(They cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased) 21:28 . 

These Ayat assert Allah's greatness, pride, and grace, and that no one dares to intercede with 
Him on behalf of anyone else, except by His permission. Indeed, the Hadith about the 
intercession, states that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(I will stand under the Throne and fall in prostration, and Allah will allow me to remain in that 
position as much as He wills. I will thereafter be told, "Raise your head, speak and you will be 
heard, intercede and your intercession will be accepted". The Prophet then said, "He will allow 
me a proportion whom I will enter into Paradise.") 

6. Allah's statement, 



(He knows what happensto them (His creatures) in this world, and what will happen to them in 
the Hereafter) thisrefersto His perfect knowledge of all creation; its past, present and future. 
Similarly, Allah said that the angels proclaimed; 



(And we (angels) descend not except by the command of your Lord (0 Muhammad ). To Him 
belongs what is before us and what is behind us, and what is between those two; and your Lord 
is never forgetful) 19:64 . 7. Allah's statement, 



(And they will never compass anything of His Knowledge except that which He wills), asserts 
the fact that no one attains any part of Allah's knowledge except what Allah conveys and 
allows. This part of the Ayah indicates that no one ever acquires knowledge of Allah and in His 
Attributes, except what He conveys to them. For instance, Allah said, 



(But they will never compass anything of Hisknowledge) 20: 110 . 8. Allah said, 



(His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth.) 

Wakr narrated in his Tafsir that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Kursi is the footstool, and no one is able to 
give due consideration to Allah's Throne." Al-Hakim recorded this Hadith in his Mustadrak 
from Ibn " Abbas, who did not relate it to the Prophet . Al-Hakim said, "It is Sahih according to 
the criteria of the Two Sahihs, and they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it." In addition, 
Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "If the seven heavens and the seven earths were flattened 
and laid side by side, they would add up to the size of a ring in a desert, compared to the 
Kursi." 9. Allah said, 



(And He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them) meaning, it does not burden or cause 
Him fatigue to protect the heavens and earth and all that is in between them. Rather, this is an 
easy matter for Him. Further, Allah sustains everything, has perfect watch over everything, 
nothing ever escapes His knowledge and no matter is ever a secret to Him. All matters are 
insignificant, modest and humble before Him. He isthe Most Rich, worthy of all praise. He does 
what He wills, and no one can ask Him about what He does, while they will be asked. He has 
supreme power over all things and perfect alertness concerning everything. He is the Most 
High, the Greatest, there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, and no Lord other than 
Him. 



10. Allah's statement, 



(And He isthe Most High, the Most Great) is similar to His statement, 



(the Most Great, the Most High) 13:9 . 

These and similar Ayat and authentic Hadiths about Allah's Attributes must be treated the way 
the Salaf (righteous ancestors) treated them by accepting their apparent meanings without 
equating them with the attributes of the creation or altering their apparent meanings. 



(256. There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the right path has become distinct from the 
wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most 
trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 



No Compulsion in Religion 

Allah said, 



(There is no compulsion in religion), meaning, "Do not force anyone to become Muslim, for 
Islam is plain and clear, and its proofs and evidence are plain and clear. Therefore, there is no 
need to force anyone to embrace Islam. Rather, whoever Allah directsto Islam, opens his heart 
for it and enlightens his mind, will embrace Islam with certainty. Whoever Allah blinds his 
heart and seals his hearing and sight, then he will not benefit from being forced to embrace 
Islam." 



It was reported that the Ansar were the reason behind revealing this Ayah, although its 
indication is general in meaning. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that before Islam , 
"When (an Ansar) woman would not bear children who would live, she would vow that if she 
gives birth to a child who remains alive, she would raise him as a Jew. When Banu An-Nadir 
(the Jewish tribe) were evacuated from Al-Madinah , some of the children of the Ansar were 
being raised among them, and the Ansar said, 'We will not abandon our children.' Allah 
revealed, 



(There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the right path has become distinct from the wrong 
path.)" 

Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. As for the Hadith that Imam Ahmad 
recorded, in which Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said to a man, 



« » 



« » 

("Embrace Islam." The man said, "I dislike it." The Prophet said, "Even if you dislike it.") 

First, this is an authentic Hadith, with only three narrators between Imam Ahmad and the 
Prophet . However, it is not relevant to the subject under discussion, for the Prophet did not 
force that man to become Muslim. The Prophet merely invited this man to become Muslim, and 
he replied that he does not find himself eager to become Muslim. The Prophet said to the man 
that even though he dislikes embracing Islam, he should still embrace it, 'for Allah will grant 
you sincerity and true intent.' 



Tawhid is the Most Trustworthy Handhold 

Allah's statement, 



(Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy 
handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower) is in reference to, 



"Whoever shuns the rivals of Allah, the idols, and those that Shaytan calls to be worshipped 
besides Allah, whoever believes in Allah's Oneness, worships Him alone and testifies that there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Him, then 



(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.) 



Therefore, this person will have acquired firmness in the religion and proceeded on the 
correct way and the straight path. Abu Al-Qasim Al-Baghawi recorded that ~ Umar said, "Jibt 
means magic, and Taghut means Shaytan. Verily, courage and cowardice are two instincts that 
appear in men, the courageous fights for those whom he does not know and the coward runs 
away from defending his own mother. Man's honor resides with his religion and his status is 
based upon his character, even if he was Persian or Nabatian." ' Umar's statement that Taghut 
is Shaytan is very sound, for this meaning includes every type of evil that the ignorant people 
of Jahil iyyah (pre Islamic era of ignorace) fell into, such as worshipping idols, referring to them 
for judgement, and invoking them for victory. 

Allah's statement, 



(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break) means, "He will 
have hold of the true religion with the strongest grasp." Allah equated this adherence to the 
firm handhold that never breaks because it is built solid and because its handle is firmly 
connected. This is why Allah said here, 



(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break.) 

Mujahid said, "The most trustworthy handhold is Iman (faith)." As-Suddi said that it refers to 
Islam. Imam Ahmad recorded that Qays bin ' Abbad said, "I was in the Masjid when a man whose 
face showed signs of humbleness came and prayed two Rak" ahsthat were modest in length. 
The people said, 'This is a man from among the people of Paradise.' When he left, I followed 
him until he entered his house, and I entered it after him and spoke with him. When he felt at 
ease, I said to him, 'When you entered the Masjid, the people said such and such things.' He 
said, ' All praise is due to Allah! No one should say what he has no knowledge of. I will tell you 
why they said that. I saw a vision during the time of the Messenger of Allah, and I narrated it to 
him. I saw that I was in a green garden, ' and he described the garden's plants and 
spaciousness, ~ and there was an iron pole in the middle of the garden affixed in the earth and 
its tip reached the sky. On its tip, there was a handle, and I was told to ascend the pole. I said, 
' I cannot.' Then a helper came and raised my robe from behind and said to me, 'Ascend.' I 
ascended until I grasped the handle and he said to me, ' Hold on to the handle.' I awoke from 
that dream with the handle in my hand. I went to the Messenger of Allah and told him about 
the vision and he said, 



» 



« 

(As for the garden, it represents Islam; as for the pole, it represents the pillar of Islam; and the 
handle representsthe most trustworthy handhold. You shall remain Muslim until you die.) 

This Companion was ' Abdullah bin Salam." 

This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs; and Al-Bukhari also recorded it with another 
chain of narration. 



(257. Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from 
darknesses into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Awliya' (supporters and helpers) are 
Taghut (false deities and false leaders), they bring them out from light into darknesses. Those 
are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.) 

Allah stated that whoever follows what pleases Him, He will guide him to the paths of peace, 
that is Islam, or Paradise. Verily, Allah delivers His believing servants from the darkness of 
disbelief, doubt and hesitation, to the light of the plain, clear, explained, easy and 
unequivocal truth. He also stated that Shaytan is the supporter of the disbelievers who 
beautifies the paths of ignorance and misguidance that they follow, thus causing them to 
deviate from the true path into disbelief and wickedness. 



(Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.) 

This is why Allah mentioned the light in the singular while mentioned the darkness in the 
plural, because truth is one, while disbelief comes as several types, all of which are false. 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(And verily, this is my straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will 
separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may have Taqwa) 
6:153 , 



(And originated the darknesses and the light) 6:1 , and, 



(to the right and to the lefts) 16:48. 

There are many other Ayat on the subject that mention the truth in the singular and falsehood 
in the plural, because of falsehood's many divisions and branches. 



(258. Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord (Allah), because 
Allah had given him the kingdom When Ibrahim said (to him): "My Lord is He Who gives life and 
causes death." He said, "I give life and cause death." Ibrahim said, "Verily, Allah brings the sun 
from the east; then bring it you from the west." 3d the disbeliever was utterly defeated. And 
Allah guides not the people, who are wrongdoers.) 

The Debate Between Ibrahim Al-Khalil and King Nimrod 



The king who disputed with Ibrahim was King Nimrod, son of Canaan, son of Kush, son of Sam, 
son of Noah, as Mujahid stated. It was also said that he was Nimrod, son of Falikh, son of " Abir, 
son of Shalikh, son of Arfakhshand, son of Sam, son of Noah. Mujahid said, "The kings who ruled 
the eastern and western parts of the world are four, two believers and two disbelievers. As for 
the two believing kings, they were Sulayman bin Dawud and Dhul-Qarnayn. As for the two 
disbelieving kings, they were Nimrod and Nebuchadnezzar." Allah knows best. 

Allah said, 



(Have you not looked) meaning, "With your heart, O Muhammad! 



(at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord) meaning, about the existence of Allah. 
Nimrod denied the existence of a god other than himself, as he claimed, just as Fir' awn said 
later to his people, 



(I know not that you have a god other than me) 28:38 . 

What made Nimrod commit this transgression, utter disbelief and arrant rebellion was his 
tyranny and the fact that he ruled for a long time. This is why the Ayah continued, 



(Because Allah had given him the kingdom. ) 

It appearsthat Nimrod asked Ibrahim to produce proof that Allah exists. Ibrahim replied, 



(My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death) meaning, "The proof of Allah's existence is the 
creations that exist after they were nothing and perish after they had existed. This only proves 
the existence of the Creator, Who does what He wills, for these things could not have occurred 
on their own without a Creator who created them, and He is the Lord that I call to for worship, 
Alone without a partner." 

This is when Nimrod said, 



(I give life and cause death.) 

Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ishaq and As-Suddi said that he meant, "Two men who deserved 
execution were to be brought before me, and I would command that one of them be killed, and 
he would be killed. I would command that the second man be pardoned, and he would be 
pardoned. This is how I bring life and death." However, it appears that since Nimrod did not 
deny the existence of a Creator, his statement did not mean what Qatadah said it meant. This 
explanation does not provide an answer to what Ibrahim said. Nimrod arrogantly and defiantly 
claimed that he was the creator and pretended that it was he who brings life and death. Later 
on, Fif awn imitated him and announced, 



(I know not that you have a god other than me) 28: 38 
This is why Ibrahim said to Nimrod, 



(Verily, Allah bringsthe sun from the east; then bring it you from the west.) 

This Ayah means, "You claim that it is you who brings life and death. He who brings life and 
death controls the existence and creates whatever is in it, including controlling its planets and 
their movements. For instance, the sun rises everyday from the east. Therefore, if you were 
god, as you claimed, bringing life and death, then bring the sun from the west." Since the king 
was aware of his weakness, inadequacy and that he was not able to reply to Ibrahim's request, 
he was idle, silent and unable to comment. Therefore, the proof was established against him. 
Allah said, 



(And Allah guides not the people, who are wrongdoers) meaning, Allah deprives the unjust 
people of any valid proof or argument. Furthermore, their false proof and arguments are 
annulled by their Lord, and they have earned His anger and will suffer severe torment. 

The meaning that we provided is better than the meaning that some philosophers offered, 
claiming that Ibrahim used the second argument because it was clearer than the first one. 
Rather, our explanation assertsthat Ibrahim refuted both claims of Nimrod, all praise isdue to 
Allah. 



As-Suddi stated that the debate between Ibrahim and Nimrod occurred after Ibrahim was 
thrown in the fire, for Ibrahim did not meet the king before that day. 



(259. Or like the one who passed by a town in ruin up to its roofs. He said: "How will Allah ever 
bring it to life after its death" So Allah caused him to die for a hundred years, then raised him 
up (again). He said: "How long did you remain (dead)" He (the man) said: "(Perhaps) I remained 
(dead) a day or part of a day." He said: "Nay, you have remained (dead) for a hundred years, 
look at your food and your drink, they show no change; and look at your donkey! And thus We 
have made of you a sign for the people. Look at the bones, how We bring them together and 
clothe them with flesh." When this was clearly shown to him, he said, "I know (now) that Allah 
is able to do all things.") 

The Story of ' Uzayr 

Allah's statement, 



(Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord) means, "Have you seen 
anyone like the person who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord" Then, Allah connected the 
Ayah, 



(Or like the one who passed by a town in ruin up to its roofs) to the Ayah above by using 'or'. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Al i bin Abi Talib said that the Ayah 2:259 meant " Uzayr. Ibn 
Jarir also reported it, and this explanation was also reported by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim 
from Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Sulayman bin Buraydah. 

Mujahid bin Jabr said that the Ayah refers to a man from the Children of Israel, and the village 
was Jerusalem, after Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it and killed its people. 



(in ruin) means, it became empty of people. Allah's statement, 



(up to its roofs) indicates that the roofs and walls (of the village) fell to the ground. ' Uzayr 
stood contemplating about what had happened to that city, after a great civilization used to 
inhabit it. He said, 



(Oh! How will Allah ever bring it to life after its death) because of the utter destruction he saw 
and the implausibility of its returning to what it used to be. Allah said, 



(So Allah caused him to die for a hundred years, then raised him up (again).) 

The city was rebuilt seventy years after the man f Uzayr) died, and its inhabitants increased 
and the Children of Israel moved back to it. When Allah resurrected " Uzayr after he died, the 
first organ that He resurrected were his eyes, so that he could witness what Allah does with 
him, how He brings life back to his body. When his resurrection was complete, Allah said to 
him, meaning through the angel, 



("How long did you remain (dead)" He (the man) said: "(Perhaps) I remained (dead) a day or 
part of a day.") 

The scholars said that since the man died in the early part of the day and Allah resurrected him 
in the latter part of the day, when he saw that the sun was still apparent, he thought that it 
was the sun of that very day. He said, 



("Or part of a day. " He said: "Nay, you have remained (dead) for a hundred years, look at your 
food and your drink, they show no change.") 

He had grapes, figs and juice, and he found them as he left them; neither did the juice spoil 
nor the figs become bitter nor the grapes rot. 



(And look at your donkey!), "How Allah brings it back to life while you are watching." 



(And thus We have made of you a sign for the people) that Resurrection occurs. 



(Look at the bones, how We Nunshizuha) meaning, collect them and put them back together. In 
his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim, recorded that Kharijah bin Zayd bin Thabit said that his father said 
that the Messenger of Allah read this Ayah, 



(how We Nunshizuha.) Al-Hakim said; "Its chain is Sahih and they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did 
not record it." The Ayah was also read, 

( ) 

"Nunshiruha" meaning, bring them back to life, as Mujahid stated. 



(And clothe them with flesh. ) 

As-Suddi said, " " Uzayr observed the bones of his donkey, which were scattered all around him 
to his right and left, and Allah sent a wind that collected the bones from all over the area. 
Allah then brought every bone to its place, until they formed a full donkey made of fleshless 
bones. Allah then covered these bones with flesh, nerves, veins and skin. Allah sent an angel 
who blew life in the donkeys' nostrils, and the donkey started to bray by Allah's leave." All this 
occurred while " Uzayr was watching, and this is when he proclaimed, 



(He said, "I know (now) that Allah is able to do all things,") meaning, "I know that, and I did 
witness it with my own eyes. Therefore, I am the most knowledgeable in this matter among the 
people of my time." 



(260. And (remember) when Ibrahim said, "My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead." 
He (Allah) said: "Do you not believe" He (Ibrahim) said: "Yes (I believe), but to be stronger in 
faith." He said: "Take four birds, then cause them to incline towards you (then slaughter them, 
cut them into pieces), and then put a portion of them on every hill, and call them, they will 
come to you in haste. And know that Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.") 

The Khalil Supplicates to Allah to Show Him How He Resurrects the 

Dead 

The scholars said that there are reasons behind this request by Ibrahim. For instance, when 
Ibrahim said to Nimrod, 



e(My Lord (Allah) is He Who gives life and causes death,) he wanted to solidify his knowledge 
about resurrection by actually witnessing it with his eyes. Prophet Ibrahim said, 



("My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead." He (Allah) said: "Do you not believe" He 
(Ibrahim) said: "Yes (I believe), but to be stronger in faith.") 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



(We are more liable to be in doubt than Ibrahim when he said, "My Lord! Show me how You give 
life to the dead." Allah said, "Don't you believe" Ibrahim said, "Yes (I believe), but (I ask) in 
order to be stronger in faith.") 

The Prophet's statement in the Hadith means, "We are more liable to seek certainty." 

The Answer to Al-Khalil's Request 

Allah said, 



(He said: "Take four birds, then cause them to incline towards you.") 

Scholars of Tafsir disagreed over the type of birds mentioned here, although this matter in not 
relevant due to the fact that the Qur'an did not mention it. Allah's statement, 



(cause them to incline towards you) means, cut them to pieces. This is the explanation of Ibn 
'Abbas, " Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Abu Al-Aswad Ad-Dili, Wahb bin Munabbih, Al- 
Hasan and As-Suddi. Therefore, Ibrahim caught four birds, slaughtered them, removed the 



feathers, tore the birds to pieces and mixed the pieces together. He then placed parts of these 
mixed pieces on four or seven hills. Ibn " Abbas said, "Ibrahim kept the heads of these birds in 
his hand. Next, Allah commanded Ibrahim to call the birds to him, and he did as Allah 
commanded him. Ibrahim witnessed the feathers, blood and flesh of these birds fly to each 
other, and the parts flew each to their bodies, until every bird came back to life and came 
walking at a fast pace towards Ibrahim, so that the example that Ibrahim was witnessing would 
become more impressive. Each bird came to collect its head from Ibrahim's hand, and if he 
gave the bird another head the bird refused to accept it. When Ibrahim gave each bird its own 
head, the head was placed on its body by Allah's leave and power. " This is why Allah said, 



(And know that Allah is All -Mighty, All-Wise) and no one can overwhelm or resist Him. Whatever 
Allah wills, occurs without hindrance, because He is the All-Mighty, Supreme above all things, 
and He is Wise in His statements, actions, legislation and decrees. 

* Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ma' mar said that Ayyub said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on what 
Ibrahim said, 



(but to be stronger in Faith), "To me, there is no Ayah in the Qur'an that brings more hope than 
this Ayah." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir said that 'Abdullah bin 
' Abbas met 'Abdullah bin ' Amr bin AI-'Asand said to him, "Which Ayah in the Qur'an carries 
more hope for you" Ibn ' Amr said, 



(Say: "0 Ibadi (My servants) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil 
deeds and sins)! Despair not.) 39:53 . 

Ibn ' Abbas said, "But I say that it is Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said, "My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead." He 
(Allah) said: "Do you not believe" He (Ibrahim) said: "Yes (I believe)...) 



Allah accepted Ibrahim's affirmation when he merely said, ' Yes.' This Ayah refers to the doubts 
that attack the heart and the thoughtsthat Shaytan inspires." Al-Hakim also recorded this in Al- 
Mustadrak and said; "Its chain is Sahih but they did not record it." 



(261. The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah, is that of a grain (of 
corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to 
whom He wills. And Allah is All-Suf f icient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.) 

Rewards of Spending in Allah's Cause 

This is a parable that Allah made of the multiplication of rewards for those who spend in His 
cause, seeking His pleasure. Allah multiplies the good deed ten to seven hundred times. Allah 
said, 



(The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah...) 

Sa' id bin Jubayr commented, "Meaning spending in Allah's obedience." Makhul said that the 
Ayah means, "Spending on Jihad, on horse stalls, weapons and so forth." The parable in the 
Ayah is more impressive on the heart than merely mentioning the number seven hundred. This 
Ayah indicates that Allah 'grows' the good deeds for its doers, just as He grows the plant for 
whoever sows it in fertile land. The Sunnah also mentions that the deeds are multiplied up to 
seven hundred folds. For instance, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Mas' ud said that a man 
once gave away a camel, with its bridle on, in the cause of Allah and the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(On the Day of Resurrection, you will have seven hundred camelswith their bridles.) 

Muslim and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith, and Muslim's narration reads, "A man brought a 
camel with its bridle on and said, '0 Messenger of Allah! This is in the sake of Allah.' The 
Messenger said, 



« » 



(You will earn seven hundred camels as reward for it on the Day of Resurrection. ) 
Another Hadith: Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every good deed that the son of Adam performs will be multiplied ten folds, to seven hundred 
folds, to many other folds, to as much as Allah wills. Allah said, "Except the fast, for it isfor Me 
and I will reward for it. One abandons his food and desire in My sake." The fasting person has 
two times of happiness: when he breaks his fast and when he meets his Lord. Verily, the odor 
that comes from the mouth of whoever fasts is more pure to Allah than the scent of musk. 
Fasting is a shield (against sinning), fasting is a shield.) Muslim recorded this Hadith. 

Allah's statement, 



(Allah gives manifold increase to whom He wills) is according to the person's sincerity in his 
deeds. 



(And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower) meaning, His Favor is so wide 
that it encompasses much more than His creation, and He has full knowledge in whoever 
deserves it, or does not deserve it. All the praise and thanks are due to Allah. 



(262. Those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah, and do not follow up their gifts with 
reminders of their generosity or with injury, their reward is with their Lord. On them shall be 
no fear, nor shall they grieve.) (263. Kind words and forgiving of faults are better than Sadaqah 
(charity) followed by injury. And Allah is Rich (free of all needs) and He is Most Forbearing.) 
(264. you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah (charity) by reminders of your 
generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be seen of men, and he does not 
believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day. His likeness is the likeness of a smooth rock on which is a 
little dust; on it falls heavy rain which leaves it bare. They are not able to do anything with 
what they have earned. And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.) 

To Remind About Charity Given is Forbidden 

Allah praises those who spend from their money in His cause, and then refrain from reminding 
those who received the charity of that fact, whether these hints take the form of words or 
actions. 

Allah's statement, 



(or with injury), indicates that they do not cause harm to those whom they gave the charity to, 
for this harm will only annul the charity. Allah next promised them the best rewards for this 
good deed, 



(their reward is with their Lord), indicating that Allah Himself will reward them for these 
righteous actions. Further, 



(On them shall be no fear) regarding the horrors of the Day of Resurrection, 



(nor shall they grieve) regarding the offspring that they leave behind and the adornment and 
delights of this world. They will not feel sorry for this, because they will acquire what is far 
better for them. 

Allah then said, 



(Kind words) meaning, compassionate words and a supplication for Muslims, 



(and forgiving) meaning, forgiving an injustice that took the form of actions or words, 



(are better than Sadaqah (charity) followed by injury.) 



(And Allah is Rich) not needing His creation, 



(Most Forbearing) forgives, releases and pardons them. 

There are several Hadiths that prohibit reminding people of acts of charity. For instance, 
Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Three persons whom Allah shall neither speak to on the Day of Resurrection nor look at nor 
purify, and they shall receive a painful torment: he who reminds (the people) of what he gives 
away, he who lengthens his clothes below the ankles and he who swears an oath while lying, to 
sell his merchandise.) 

This is why Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah (charity) by reminders of your 
generosity or by injury) stating that the charity will be rendered in vain if it is followed by 
harm or reminders. In this case, the reward of giving away charity is not sufficient enough to 
nullify the harm and reminders. Allah then said, 



(like him who spends his wealth to be seen of men) meaning, "Do not nullify your acts of 
charity by following them with reminders and harm, just like the charity of those who give it to 
show off to people." The boasting person pretends to give away charity for Allah's sake, but in 
reality seeks to gain people's praise and the reputation of being kind or generous, or other 
material gains of this life. All the while, he does not think about Allah or gaining His pleasure 
and generous rewards, and this is why Allah said, 



(and he does not believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day.) 

Allah next set the example of whoever gives charity to show off. Ad-Dahhak commented that 
the example fitsone who follows hisactsof charity with reminders or harm. Allah said, 



(His likeness is the likeness of Saf wan) where Saf wan, from is Safwanah, meaning ' the smooth 
rocks,' 



(on which is little dust; on it falls a Wabil) meaning, heavy rain, 



(which leaves it bare.) This Ayah means that heavy rain left the Safwan completely barren of 
dust. Such is the case with Allah's action regarding the work of those who show off, as their 
deeds are bound to vanish and disappear, even though people think that these deeds are as 
plentiful as specks of dust. 3d Allah said, 



(They are not able to do anything with what they have earned. And Allah does not guide the 
disbelieving people.) 



(265. And the parable of those who spend their wealth seeking Allah's pleasure while they in 
their own selves are sure and certain that Allah will reward them (for their spending in His 
cause), is that of a garden on a height; heavy rain falls on it and it doubles its yield of harvest. 
And if it does not receive heavy rain, light rain suffices it. And Allah is All-Seer (knows well) of 
what you do.) This is the example of the believers who give away charity seeking only Allah's 
pleasure, 



(while they in their own selves are sure and certain) meaning, they are certain that Allah shall 
reward them for these righteous acts with the best rewards. Similarly, in a Hadith collected by 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim, the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Whoever fasts Ramadan with faith and expectation...) meaning, believing that Allah 
commanded the fast, all the while awaiting His reward for fasting it. 

Allah's statement, 



(is that of a garden on a Rabwah) means, the example of a garden on 'a height above the 
ground', as the majority of scholars have stated. Ibn ' Abbas and Ad-Dahhak added that it also 
has flowing rivers. 

Allah's statement, 



(Wabil falls on it) means, heavy rain as we stated, So it produces its, 



(yield of harvest) meaning, fruits or produce, 



(doubles), as compared to other gardens. 



(And if it does not receive Wabil, a Tall suffices it.) 

Ad-Dahhak said that the 'Tall' is light rain. The Ayah indicates that the garden on the Rabwah 
is always fertile, for if heavy rain does not fall on it, light rain will suffice for it. Such is the 
case regarding the believer's good deeds, for they never become barren. Rather, Allah accepts 
the believer's righteous deeds and increases them, each according to his deeds. This is why 
Allah said next, 



(And Allah is All-Seer of what you do) meaning, none of His servants' deeds ever escapes His 
perfect watch. 



(266. Would any of you wish to have a garden with date palms and vines, with rivers flowing 
underneath, and all kinds of fruits for him therein, while he is striken with old age, and his 
children are weak (not able to look after themselves), then it is struck with a fiery whirlwind, 
so that it is burnt Thus does Allah make clear His Ayat to you that you may give thought.) 

The Example of Evil Deeds Nullifying Good Deeds 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas and " Ubayd bin ' Umayr said that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab 
asked the Companions of the Messenger of Allah, "According to your opinion, about whom was 
this Ayah revealed, 



(Would any of you wish to have a garden with date palms and vines...)-" 

They said, "Allah knows best." ' Umar became angry and said, "Say we know or we do not 
know." Ibn 'Abbas said, "O Leader of the Faithful! I have an opinion about it." ' Umar said, "0 
my nephew! Say your opinion and do not belittle yourself." Ibn ' Abbas said, "This is an example 
set for a deed." 'Umar said, "What type of deed" Ibn 'Abbas said, "For a wealthy man who 
works in Allah's pleasure and then Allah sends Shaytan to him, and he works in disobedience, 
until he annuls his good works." 

This Hadith suffices as an explanation for the Ayah, for it explains the example it sets by a 
person who does good first and then follows it with evil, may Allah save us from this end. So, 
this man annulled his previous good works with his latter evil works. When he desperately 
needed the deeds of the former type, there were none. This is why Allah said, 



(while he is striken with old age, and his children are weak (not able to look after themselves), 
then it is struck with a whirlwind) with heavy wind, 



(that is fiery, so that it is burnt) meaning, its fruits were burnt and its trees were destroyed. 
Therefore, what will his condition be like 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah has set a good parable, 
and all His parables are good. He said, 



(Would any of you wish to have a garden with date palms and vines, with rivers flowing 
underneath, and all kinds of fruits for him therein.) 

But he lost all this in his old age, 



(while he is striken with old age) while his offspring and children are weak just before the end 
of his life. Then a lightning storm came and destroyed his garden. Then he did not have the 
strength to grow another garden, nor did his offspring offer enough help. This is the condition 
of the disbeliever on the Day of Resurrection when he returns to Allah, for he will not have any 
good deeds to provide an excuse - or refuge - for him, just as the man in the parable had no 
strength to replant the garden. The disbeliever will not find anything to resort to for help, just 
as the offspring of the man in the parable did not provide him with help. Sa he will be deprived 
of his reward when he most needs it, just as the man in the parable was deprived of Allah's 
garden when he most needed it, when he became old and his offspring weak." 

In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that the Messenger of Allah used to say in his supplication, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Make Your biggest provision for me when I am old in age and at the time my life 
ends.) 

This is why Allah said, 



(Thus Allah makes clear to you His Laws in order that you may give thought) meaning, 
comprehend and understand the parables and their intended implications. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And these similitudes We put forward for mankind; but none will understand them except 
those who have knowledge (of Allah and His signs)) 29:43 . 



(267.0 you who believe! Spend of the good things which you have (legally) earned, and of that 
which We have produced from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which is bad to spend 
from it, (though) you would not accept it save if you close your eyes and tolerate therein. And 
know that Allah is Rich (free of all needs), and worthy of all praise.) (268. Shaytan threatens 
you with poverty and orders you to commit Fahsha' (evil deeds) whereas Allah promises you 
forgiveness from Himself and bounty, and Allah is All -Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All- 
Knower.) (269. He grants Hikmah to whom He wills, and he, to whom Hikmah is granted, is 
indeed granted abundant good. But none remember (will receive admonition) except men of 
understanding.) 



The Encouragement to Spend Honest Money for Allah's Sake 

Allah commands His believing servants to spend in charity, as Ibn ' Abbas stated, from the pure, 
honest money that they earned and from the fruits and vegetables that He has grown for them 
in the land. Ibn " Abbas said, "Allah commanded them to spend from the purest, finest and best 
types of their money and prohibited spending from evil and dishonest money, because Allah is 
pure and good and only accepts that which is pure and good." This is why Allah said, 



(and do not aim at that which is bad) meaning, filthy (impure) money, 



(to spend from it, (though) you would not accept it) meaning, "If you were given this type, you 
would not take it, except if you tolerate the deficiency in it. Verily, Allah is far Richer than 
you, He is in no need of this money, so do not give, for His sake, what you would dislike for 
yourselves." It was reported that, 



(and do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it) means, "Do not spend from the 
dishonest, impure money instead of the honest, pure money." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Bara' bin ' Azib commented on Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! Sfcend of the good things which you have (legally) earned, and of that 
which We have produced from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which is bad to spend 
from it,) that it was revealed about the Ansar. When the season for harvesting date-trees 
would start, the Ansar would collect ripe-date branches from their gardens and hang them on a 
rope erected between two pillars in the Masjid of the Messenger of Allah. The poor emigrant 
Companions would eat from these dates. However, some of them (Ansar) would also add lesser 
type of dates in between ripe-date branches, thinking they are allowed to do so. Allah revealed 
this Ayah about those who did this, 



(and do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it.) 
Al i bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(you would not accept it save if you close your eyes and tolerate therein) means, "If you had a 
right on someone who would pay you less than what you gave them, you would not agree until 
you require more from them to make up the difference. This is why Allah said, 



(save if you close your eyes and tolerate therein) meaning, * How do you agree for Me what you 
do not agree for yourselves, while I have a right to the best and most precious of your 
possessions" Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded this Hadith and Ibn Jarir added, "And this is 
the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend of that which you love)" 4:92 
Allah said next, 



(And know that Allah is Rich (free of all needs), and worthy of all praise) meaning, "Although 
Allah commanded you to give away the purest of your money in charity, He is far Richer from 
needing your charity, but the purpose is that the distance between the rich and the poor 
becomes less." Smilarly, Allah said, 



(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety from you that reaches 
Him) 22:37 . 

Allah is Rich and free of needing anything from any of His creatures, while all of His creatures 
stand in need of Him. Allah's bounty encompassing, and what He has never ends. Therefore, 
whoever gives away good and pure things in charity, let him know that Allah is the Most Rich, 
His favor is enormous and He is Most Generous, Most Compassionate; and He shall reward him 
for his charity and multiply it many times. S3 who would lend to He Who is neither poor nor 
unjust, Who is worthy of all praise in all His actions, statements, and decisions, of Whom there 
is neither a deity worthy of worship except Him, nor a Lord other than Him 

Shaytanic Doubts Concerning Spending in Charity 

Allah said, 



(Shaytan threatens you with poverty and orders you to commit Fahsha'; whereas Allah promises 
you forgiveness from Himself and bounty, and Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, 
All-Knower.) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Shaytan has an effect on the son of Adam, and the angel also has an effect. As for the effect 
of Shaytan, it is by his threatening with evil repercussions and rejecting the truth. As for the 
effect of the angel, it is by his promise of a good end and believing in the truth. Whoever finds 
the latter, let him know that it is coming from Allah and let him thank Allah for it. Whoever 
finds the former, let him seek refuge - with Allah - from Shaytan.) 

The Prophet then recited, 



(Shaytan threatens you with poverty and orders you to commit Fahsha'; whereas Allah promises 
you forgiveness from Himself and bounty) 

This is the narration that At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i collected in the book of Tafsir in their 
Sunan collections. Allah said, 



(Shaytan threatens you with poverty), so that you hold on to whatever you have and refrain 
from spending it in Allah's pleasure. 



(And orders you to commit Fahsha'), meaning, "Shaytan forbids you from spending in charity 
because of the false fear of becoming poor, and he encourages evil deeds, sins, indulging in 
what is prohibited, and immoral conduct." Allah said, 



(Whereas Allah promises you forgiveness from Himself) instead of the evil that Shaytan enjoins 
on you, 



(And Bounty) as opposed to the poverty that Shaytan frightens you with, 



(And Allah is All-Suf f icient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.) 

The Meaning of Al-Hikmah 

Allah said, 



(He grants Hikmah to whom He wills.) 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "That is knowledge of the Qur'an. For 
instance, the abrogating and the abrogated, what is plain and clear and what is not as plain 
and clear, what it allows, and what it does not allow, and its parables." Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Ibn Mas' ud said that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 

(There is no envy except in two instances: a person whom Allah has endowed with wealth and 
he spends it righteously, and a person whom Allah has given Hikmah and he judges by it and 
teaches it to others.) 

This was also collected by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah. 



Allah's statement, 



(But none remember (will receive admonition) except men of understanding.) means, "Those 
who will benefit from the advice are those who have sound minds and good comprehension 
with which they understand the words (of advice and reminder) and their implications." 



(270. And whatever you spend for spendings (e.g., in Sadaqah) or whatever vow you make, be 
sure Allah knows it all. And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers.) (271. If you disclose your 
Sadaqat (almsgiving), it is well; but if you conceal them and give them to the poor, that is 
better for you. (Allah) will expiate you some of your sins. And Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with 
what you do.) 

Allah states that He has perfect knowledge of the good deeds performed by all of His creation, 
such as charity and various vows, and He rewards tremendously for these deeds, provided they 
are performed seeking His Face and His promise. Allah also warns those who do not work in his 
obedience, but instead disobey His command, reject His revelation and worship others besides 
Him: 



(And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers.) meaning, who will save them from Allah's anger 
and torment on the Day of Resurrection. 

The Virtue of Disclosing or Concealing Charity 

Allah said, 



(If you disclose your Sadaqat, it is well) meaning, "It is well if you make known the charity that 
you give away." 

Allah's statement, 



(But if you conceal them and give them to the poor, that is better for you.) this indicates that 
concealing charity is better than disclosing it, because it protects one from showing off and 
boasting. However, if there is an apparent wisdom behind disclosing the charity, such as the 
people imitating this righteous act, then disclosing it becomes better than concealing it. The 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(He who utters aloud Qur'anic recitation is just like he who discloses charity acts. He who 
conceals Qur'anic recitation is just like he who conceals charity acts.) 

The Ayah indicates that it is better that acts of charity be concealed, as reiterated by the 
Hadith that the Two Sahihs recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah will give shade to seven on the Day when there will be no shade but His. (They are:) a 
just ruler, a youth who has been brought up in the worship of Allah, two persons who love each 
other only for Allah's sake who meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man whose heart is 
attached to the Masjids from the time he departs the Masjid until he returns to it, a person 
who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with tears, a man who refuses 
the call of a charming woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse with her and says, ' I fear 
Allah, Lord of the worlds', and a man who gives charitable gifts so secretly that his left hand 
does not know what his right hand has given.) 

Allah's statement, 



((Allah) will expiate you some of your sins) means, in return for giving away charity, especially 
if it was concealed. Therefore, you will gain goodness by your rank being raised, and your sins 
being forgiven. 

Allah's statement, 



(And Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with what you do) means, "No good deed that you perform 
escapes His knowledge, and He shall reward for it." 



(272. Not upon you (Muhammad ) is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills. And 
whatever you spend in good, it is for yourselves, when you spend not except seeking Allah's 
Face. And whatever you spend in good, it will be repaid to you in full, and you shall not be 
wronged.) (273. (Charity is) for Fuqara' (the poor), who in Allah's cause are restricted (from 
travel), and cannot move about in the land (for trade or work). The one who knows them not, 
thinks that they are rich because of their modesty. You may know them by their mark, they do 
not beg of people at all. And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well.) (274. 
Those who spend their wealth (in Allah's cause) by night and day, in secret and in public, they 
shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) 



Giving Charity to Polyt heists 

Abu " Abdur-Rahman An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that they, "Disliked giving charity 
to their polytheist relatives, but were later on allowed to give it to them when they inquired 
about this matter, and this Ayah was revealed, 



(Not upon you (Muhammad ) is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills. And whatever 
you spend in good, it is for yourselves, when you spend not except seeking Allah's Face. And 
whatever you spend in good, it will be repaid to you in full, and you shall not be wronged.) 

Allah's statement, 



(And whatever you spend in good, it is for yourselves) is similar to His other statement, 



(Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for (the benefit of) hisownself.) 
There are many other similar Ayat in the Qur'an. 
Allah said next, 



(When you spend not except seeking Allah's Face. ) 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented, "Whenever the believer spends, including what he spends on 
himself, he seeks Allah's Face with it." ' Ata' Al-Khurasani said that the Ayah means, "You give 
away charity for the sake of Allah. Therefore, you will not be asked about the deeds or 
wickedness of those who receive it." This is a sound meaning indicating that when one spends 
in charity for Allah's sake, then his reward will be with Allah. He will not be asked if the charity 
unintentionally reached righteous, evil, deserving or undeserving persons, for he will be 
rewarded for his good intention. The proof to this statement is the Ayah, 



(And whatever you spend in good, it will be repaid to you in full, and you shall not be 
wronged.) 

The Two Sahihs recorded a Hadith by Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(A man said, "Tonight, I shall give charity." He went out with his charity and (unknowingly) gave 
it to an adulteress. The next morning the people said that alms were given to an adulteress. 
The man said, "0 Allah! All the praises are for You. (I gave my alms) to an adulteress. Tonight, I 
shall give alms again." He went out with his charity and (unknowingly) gave it to a rich person. 
The next morning (the people) said, "Last night, a wealthy person was given alms." He said, "O 
Allah! All the praises are for You. (I gave alms) to a wealthy man. Tonight, I shall again give 
charity." So he went out with his charity and (unknowingly) gave it to a thief. The next morning 
(the people) said, "Last night, a thief was given alms." He said, "0 Allah! All the praises are for 
You. (I have given alms) to an adulteress, a wealthy man and a thief." Then, someone came to 
him and said, "The alms that you gave away were accepted. As for the adulteress, the alms 
might make her abstain from adultery. As for the wealthy man, it might make him take a lesson 
and spend his wealth that Allah has given him. As for the thief, it might make him abstain from 
stealing.") 

Who Deserves Charity 

Allah said, 



((Charity is) for the poor, who in Allah's cause are restricted (from travel)) meaning, the 
migrants who migrated to Allah and His Messenger, resided in Al-Madinah and did not have 
resources that sufficiently provided them with their needs, 



(And cannot Darban (move about) in the land) meaning, "They cannot travel in the land to seek 
means of livelihood." Allah said in other instances using a variation of the word Darban 



(And when you (Muslims) travel in the land, there is no sin on you if you shorten the Salah (the 
prayer)) 4:101 , and, 



(He knows that there will be some among you sick, others traveling through the land, seeking 
of Allah's bounty, yet others fighting in Allah's cause) 73:20 . 

Allah then said, 



(The one who knows them not, thinks that they are rich because of their modesty) meaning, 
those who do not know their situation think that they are well-off, because they are modest in 
their clothes and speech. There is a Hadith with this meaning that the Two Sahihs recorded 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The Miskin (needy) is not he who wanders about and whose need is sufficed by a date or two, 
a bite or two or a meal or two. Rather, the Miskin is he who neither has enough resources to 
sustain him, all the while people are unaware of his need so they do not give to him, nor does 
he ask people for anything.) 

Imam Ahmad also recorded this Hadith from Ibn Mas' ud. 

Allah's statement, 



(You may know them by their mark) means, "Those who have good minds discover their 
situation," just as Allah said in other instances, 



(The mark of them (i.e. of their faith) is on their faces) 48:29 , and, 



(But surely, you will know them by the tone of their speech!) 47:30 . Allah's statement, 



(they do not beg of people at all) means, they do not beg and, thus, do not require people to 
provide them with more than what they actually need. Indeed, those who ask people for help, 
while having what suffices for their needs, have begged. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa' id said, "My mother sent me to the Messenger of Allah to 
ask him for help, but when I came by him I sat down. The Prophet faced me and said to me, 



» 



« 

(Whoever felt satisfied, then Allah will enrich him. Whoever is modest, Allah will make him 
decent. Whoever is content, then Allah will suffice for him. Whoever asks people, while having 
a small amout, he will have begged the people.) 

Abu Sa' id said, "I said to myself, 'I have a camel, Al-Yaqutah, and indeed, it is worth more 
than a small amount.' And I went back without asking the Prophet for anything." This is the 
same wording for this Hadith collected by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. 

Allah's statement, 



(And whatever you spend in good, surely Allah knows it well) indicates that no charity escapes 
Him, and He will reward it fully and perfectly on the Day of Resurrection, when it is most 
desperately needed. 

Praise for those who Spend in Charity 

Allah said, 



(Those who spend their wealth (in Allah's cause) by night and day, in secret and in public, they 
shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) 

This Ayah praises those who spend in charity for Allah's sake, seeking His pleasure, day and 
night, publicly and in secret, including what one spends on his family. The Two Sahihs recorded 
that the Messenger of Allah said to Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas: 



» 



« 

(You will not spend charity with which you seek Allah's Face, but you will ascend a higher 
degree and status because of it, including what you put in your wife's mouth.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(When the Muslim spends on his family while awaiting the reward for it from Allah, it will be 
written as charity for him.) 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim also recorded this Hadith. 

Allah said, 



(shall have their reward with their Lord), on the Day of Resurrection, as reward for what they 
spent in acts of obedience. We previously explained the Ayah, 



(there shall be no fear on them nor shall they grieve.) 



(275. Those who eat Ribawill not stand (on the Day of Resurrection) except like the standing of 
a person beaten by Shaytan leading him to insanity. That is because they say: "Trading is only 
like Riba," whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba. So whosoever receives an 
admonition from his Lord and stops eating Riba, shall not be punished for the past; his case is 
for Allah (to judge); but whoever returns (to Riba), such are the dwellers of the Fire they will 
Abide therein.) 



The Punishment for Dealing with Riba (Interest and Usury) 

After Allah mentioned the righteous believers who give charity, pay Zakah and spend on their 
relatives and families at various times and conditions, He then mentioned those who deal in 
usury and illegally acquire people's money, using various evil methods and wicked ways. Allah 
describes the condition of these people when they are resurrected from their graves and 
brought back to life on the Day of Resurrection: 



(Those who eat Riba will not stand (on the Day of Resurrection) except like the standing of a 
person beaten by Shaytan leading him to insanity.) 

This Ayah means, on the Day of Resurrection, these people will get up from their gravesjust as 
the person afflicted by insanity or possesed by a demon would. Ibn ' Abbas said, "On the Day of 
Resurrection, those who consume Riba will be resurrected while insane and suffering from 
seizures." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this and then commented, "This Tafsir was reported from 
' Awf bin Malik, Sa' id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Ar-RabT bin Anas, Qatadah and Muqatil bin 
Hayyan." Al-Bukhari recorded that Samurah bin Jundub said in the long Hadith about the dream 
that the Prophet had, 



» 



« 



(We reached a river -the narrator said, "I thought he said that the river was as red as blood"- 
and found that a man was swimming in the river, and on its bank there was another man 
standing with a large collection of stones next to him. The man in the river would swim, then 
come to the man who had collected the stones and open his mouth, and the other man would 
throw a stone in his mouth.) 

The explanation of this dream was that the person in the river was one who consumed Riba. 

Allah's statement, 



(That is because they say: "Trading is only like Riba," whereas Allah has permitted trading and 
forbidden Riba) indicates that the disbelievers claimed that Riba was allowed due to the fact 
that they rejected Allah's commandments, not that they equated Riba with regular trade. The 
disbelievers did not recognize that Allah allowed trade in the Qur'an, for if they did, they 
would have said, "Riba is trade." Rather, they said, 



(Trading is only like Riba) meaning, they are similar, so why did Allah allow this, but did not 
allow that, they asked in defiance of Allah's commandments. 

Allah's statement, 



(Whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Riba) might be a continuation of the 
answer to the disbelievers' claim, who uttered it, although they knew that Allah decided that 
ruling on trade is different from that of Riba. Indeed, Allah is the Most Knowledgeable, Most 
Wise, Whose decision is never resisted. Allah is never asked about what He does, while they 
will be asked. He is knowledgeable of the true reality of all things and the benefits they carry. 
He knows what benefits His servants, so He allows it for them, and what harms them, so He 
forbidsthem from it. He is more merciful with them than the mother with her own infant. 



Thereafter, Allah said, 



(So whosoever receives an admonition from his Lord and stops eating Riba, shall not be 
punished for the past; his case is for Allah (to judge),) meaning, those who have knowledge 
that Allah made usury unlawful, and refrain from indulging in it as soon as they acquire this 
knowledge, then Allah will forgive their previous dealings in Riba, 



(Allah has forgiven what is past.) 

On the day Makkah was conquered the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(All cases of Riba during the time of Jahiliyyah (pre-lslamic period of ignorance) is annulled and 
under my feet, and the first Riba I annul is the Riba of Al -'Abbas (the Prophet's uncle).) 

We should mention that the Prophet did not require the return of the interest that they gained 
on their Riba during the time of Jahiliyyah. Rather, he pardoned the cases of Riba that occured 
in the past, just as Allah said, 



(shall not be punished for the past; his case is for Allah (to judge). 
Sa' id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi said that, 



(shall not be punished for the past) refers to the Riba one consumed before it was prohibited. 
Allah then said, 



(But whoever returns) meaning, deals in Riba after gaining knowledge that Allah prohibited it, 
then that warrants punishment, and in this case, the proof will have been established against 
such person. This is why Allah said, 



(such are the dwellers of the Fire they will abide therein forever. 
Abu Dawud recorded that Jabir said, "When 



(Those who eat Riba will not stand (on the Day of Resurrection) except like a person beaten by 
Shaytan leading him to insanity) was revealed, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever does not refrain from Mukhabarah, then let him receive a notice of war from Allah 
and His Messenger.)" 

Al-Hakim also recorded this in his Mustadrak, and he said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria 
of Muslim, and he did not record it." Mukhabarah (sharecropping), farming land in return for 
some of its produce, was prohibited. Muzabanah, trading fresh dates still on trees with dried 
dates already on the ground, was prohibited. Muhaqalah, which refers to trading produce not 
yet harvested, with crops already harvested, was also prohibited. These were prohibited to 
eradicate the possibility that Riba might be involved, for the quality and equity of such items 
are only known after they become dry. 

The subject of Riba is a difficult subject for many scholars. We should mention that the Leader 
of the Faithful, ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, said, "I wished that the Messenger of Allah had made 
three matters clearer for us, so that we could refer to his decision: the grandfather (regarding 
inheriting from his grandchildren), the Kalalah (those who leave neither descendants nor 
ascendants as heirs) and some types of Riba." ' Umar was refering to the types of transactions 
where it is not clear whether they involve Riba or not. The SharP ah supports the rule that for 
any matter that is unlawful, then the means to it are also unlafwful, because whatever results 
in the unlawful is unlawful, in the same way that whenever an obligation will not be complete 
except with something, then that something is itself an obligation. 



The Two Sahihs recorded that An-Ni/ man bin Bashir said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
say, 



» 



« 

(Both lawful and unlawful things are evident, but in between them there are matters that are 
not clear. 3d whoever saves himself from these unclear matters, he saves his religion and his 
honor. And whoever indulges in these unclear matters, he will have fallen into the prohibitions, 
just like a shepherd who grazes (his animals) near a private pasture, at any moment he is liable 
to enter it.) 

The Sunan records that Al-Hasan bin Al i said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



« » 

(Leave that which makes you doubt for that which does not make you doubt.) 

Ahmad recorded that Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said that ' Umar said, "The Ayah about Riba was one 
of the last Ayat to be revealed, and the Messenger of Allah died before he explained it to us. So 
leave that which makes you doubt for that which does not make you doubt." 

Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Riba is seventy types, the least of which is equal to one having sexual intercourse with his 
mother.) 

Continuing on the subject of prohibiting the meansthat lead to the unlawful, there is a Hadith 
that Ahmad recorded in which ' Aishah said, "When the Ayat in Surat Al-Baqarah about Riba 
were revealed, the Messenger of Allah went out to the Masjid and recited them and also 



prohibited trading in alcohol." The Sx collections recorded this Hadith, with the exception of 
At-Tirmidhi. The Two Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(May Allah curse the Jews! Allah forbade them to eat animal fat, but they melted it and sold it, 
eating its price.) 

" AM and Ibn Mas' ud narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(May Allah curse whoever consumes Riba, whoever pays Riba, the two who are witnesses to it, 
and the scribe who records it.) 

They say they only have witnesses and a scribe to write the Riba contract when they want it to 
appear to be a legitimate agreement, but it is still invalid because the ruling is applied to the 
agreement itself, not the form that it appears in. Verily, deeds are judged by their intentions, 
d 



(276. Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat. And Allah likes not the 
disbelievers, sinners.) (277. Truly, those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and 
perform the Salah and give Zakah, they will have their reward with their Lord. On them shall 
be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) 

Allah Does Not Bless Riba 

Allah states that He destroys Riba, either by removing this money from those who eat it, or by 
depriving them of the blessing, and thus the benefit of their money. Because of their Riba, 



Allah will torment them in this life and punish them for it on the Day of Resurrection. Allah 
said, 



(Say: "Not equal are Al-Khabith (evil things) and At-Tayyib (good things), even though the 
abundance of Al-Khabith may please you") 5:100 



(And put the wicked (disbelievers and doers of evil deeds) one over another, heap them 
together and cast them into Hell) 8:37 , and, 



(And that which you give in gift (to others), in order that it may increase (your wealth by 
expecting to get a better one in return) from other people's property, has no increase with 
Allah) 30:39 . 

Ibn Jarir said that Allah's statement, 



(Allah will destroy Riba) is similar to the statement reported of 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, "Riba 
will end up with less, even if it was substantial." Imam Ahmad recorded a similar statement in 
Al-Musnad. 

Allah Increases Charity, Just as One Raises His Animal 

Allah's statement, 



(And will give increase for Sadaqat) means, Allah makes charity grow, or He increases it. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever gives in charity what equals a date from honest resources, and Allah only accepts 
that which is good and pure, then Allah accepts it with His right (Hand) and raises it for its 
giver, just as one of you raises his animal, until it becomes as big as a mountain.) 

This was recorded in the book of Zakah. 

Allah Does not Like the Disbelieving Sinners 

Allah's statement, 



(And Allah likes not the disbelievers, sinners) indicates that Allah does not like he who has a 
disbelieving heart, who is a sinner in tongue and action. There is a connection between the 
beginning of the Ayah on Riba and what Allah ended it with. Those who consume Riba are not 
satisfied with the permissible and pure resourcesthat Allah provided them. Instead, they try to 
illegally acquire people's money by relying on evil methods. This demonstrates their lack of 
appreciation for the bounty that Allah provides. 

Praising Those Who Thank Allah 

Allah praised those who believe in His Lordship, obey His commands, thank Him and appreciate 
Him. They are those who are kind to His creation, establish prayer and give charity due on their 
money. Allah informed them of the honor that He has prepared for them and that they will be 
safe from the repercussions of the Day of Resurrection. Allah said, 



(Truly, those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and perform the Salah and give 
Zakah, they will have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they 
grieve.) 



(278. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and give up what remains from Riba, if you are 
(really) believers.) (279. And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
Messenger but if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not unjustly, and you shall 
not be dealt with unjustly.) (280. And if the debtor is having a hard time, then grant him time 
till it is easy for him to repay; but if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you 
did but know.) (281. And have Taqwa the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah. Then 
every person shall be paid what he earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.) 

The Necessity of Taqwa and Avoiding Riba 

Allah commands His believing servants to fear Him and warns them against what would bring 
them closer to His anger and drive them away from His pleasure. Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah) meaning, fear Him and remember that He is 
watching all that you do. 



(And give up what remains of Riba) meaning, abandon the Ribathat people still owe you upon 
hearing thiswarning, 



(if you indeed have been believers) believing in the trade that He allowed you and the 
prohibition of Riba. Zayd bin Aslam, Ibn Jurayj, Muqatil bin Hayyan and As-Suddi said that this 
Ayah was revealed about Bani ' Amr bin " Umayr, a sub-tribe of Thaqif, and Bani Al-Mughirah, 
from the tribe of Bani Makhzum, between whom were outstanding transactions of Riba leftover 
from time of Jahiliyyah. When Islam came and both tribes became Muslims, Thaqif required 
Bani Al-Mughirah to pay the Riba of that transaction, but Bani Al-Mughirah said, "We do not pay 
Riba in Islam." ' Attab bin Usayd, the Prophet's deputy on Makkah, wrote to the Messenger of 
Allah about this matter. This Ayah was then revealed and the Messenger of Allah conveyed it to 
* Attab, 



(0 you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains (due to you) from Riba (from 
now onward), if you are (really) believers. And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war 
from Allah and His Messenger.) 

They said, "We repent to Allah and abandon whatever is left of our Riba", and they all 
abandoned it This Ayah serves as a stern threat to those who continue to deal in Riba after 
Allah revealed thiswarning. 

Riba Constitutes War Against Allah and His Messenger 

Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(then take a notice of war) means, "Be sure of a war from Allah and His Messenger." He also 
said, "On the Day of Resurrection, those who eat Riba will be told, 'take up arms for war.'" He 
then recited, 



(And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His Messenger.) 
'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said about, 



(And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His Messenger,) "Whoever 
kept dealing with Riba and did not refrain from it, then the Muslim Leader should require him 
to repent. If he still did not refrain from Riba, the Muslim Leader should cut off his head." 

Allah then said, 



(But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not unjustly) by taking the Riba, 



(And you shall not be dealt with unjustly) meaning, your original capital will not diminish. 
Rather, you will receive only what you lent without increase or decrease. Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that ' Amr bin Al-Ahwas said, "The Messenger of Allah gave a speech during the 
Farewell Hajj saying; 



» 



« 

(Verily, every case of Riba from the Jahiliyyah is completely annulled. You will only take back 
your capital, without increase or decrease. The first Riba that I annul is the Riba of AI-' Abbas 
bin * Abdul-Muttalib, all of it is annulled.) 

Being Kind to Debtors Who Face Financial Difficulties 

Allah said, 



(And if the debtor is having a hard time, then grant him time till it is easy for him to repay; but 
if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you did but know.) Allah commands 
creditorsto be patient with debtors who are having a hard time financially, 



(And if the debtor is having a hard time (has no money), then grant him time till it is easy for 
him to repay.) 

During the time of Jahiliyyah, when the debt came to term, the creditor would say to the 
debtor, "Either pay now or interest will be added to the debt." 

Allah encouraged creditorsto give debtors respite regarding their debts and promised all that is 
good, and a great reward from Him for this righteous deed, 



(But if you remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you did but know) meaning, if 
you forfeit your debts and cancel them completely. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sulayman bin Buraydah said that his father said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say, 



« » 

(Whoever gives time to a debtor facing hard times, will gain charity of equal proportions for 
each day he gives.) 

I also heard the Prophet say, 



« » 

(Whoever gives time to a debtor facing hard times, will earn charity multiplied two times for 
each day he gives.) I said, '0 Messenger of Allah! I heard you say, 'Whoever gives time to a 
debtor facing hard times, will gain charity of equal proportions for each day he gives.' I also 
heard you say, ' Whoever gives time to a debtor facing hard times, will earn charity multiplied 
by two times for each day he gives.' He said, 



» 



« 

(He will earn charity of equal proportions for each day (he gives time) before the term of the 
debt comes to an end, and when the term comes to an end, he will again acquire charity 
multiplied by two times for each day if he gives more time.)" 

Ahmad recorded that Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said that Abu Qatadah had a debt on a 
man, who used to hide from Abu Qatadah when he looked for him to pay what he owed him. 
One day, Abu Qatadah came looking for the debtor and a young boy came out, and he asked 
him about the debtor and found out that he was in the house eating. Abu Qatadah said in a 
loud voice, "0 Fellow! Come out, for I was told that you are in the house." The man came out 
and Abu Qatadah asked him, "Why are you hiding from me" The man said, "I am having a hard 
time financially, and I do not have any money." Abu Qatadah said, "By Allah, are you truly 
facing a hard time" He said, "Yes." Abu Qatadah cried and said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah 
say, 



» 



« 



(Whoever gives time to his debtor, or forgives the debt, will be in the shade of the Throne (of 
Allah) on the Day of Resurrection.)" 

Muslim also recorded this Hadith in hisSahih. 

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la Al-Mawsili recorded that Hudhayfah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(On the Day of Resurrection, one of Allah's servants will be summoned before Him and He will 
ask him, "What deeds did you perform for Me in your life" He will say, "0 Lord! In my life, I have 
not performed a deed for Your sake that equals an atom," three times. The third time, the 
servant will add, "O Lord! You granted me wealth and I used to be a merchant. I used to be 
lenient, giving easy terms to those well-off and giving time to the debtors who faced hard 
times." Allah will say, "I Am the Most Worthy of giving easy terms. Therefore, enter Paradise.") 

Al-Bukhari, Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadith from Hudhayfah, and Muslim 
recorded a similar wording from ' Uqbah bin 'Amir and Abu Mas' ud Al-Badri. Allah further 
advised His servants, by reminding them that this life will soon end and all the wealth in it will 
vanish. He also reminded them that the Hereafter will surely come, when the Return to Him 
will occur, and that He will hold His creation accountable for what they did, rewarding them or 
punishing them accordingly. Allah also warned them against Historment, 



(And have Taqwa for the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah. Then every person shall 
be paid what he earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.) 

It was reported that this was the last Ayah revealed from the Glorious Qur'an. An-Nasa'i 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The last Ayah to be revealed from the Qur'an was, 



(And have Taqwa for the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah. Then every person shall 
be paid what he earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.") 

This is the same narration reported by Ad-Dahhak and Al-' Awfi from Ibn ' Abbas. 



(282. you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed period, write it down. Let a 
scribe write it down in justice between you. Let not the scribe refuse to write, as Allah has 
taught him, so let him write. Let him (the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate, and he must 
have Taqwa of Allah, his Lord, and diminish not anything of what he owes. But if the debtor is 



of poor understanding, or weak, or is unable to dictate for himself, then let his guardian 
dictate in justice. And get two witnesses out of your own men. And if there are not two men 
(available), then a man and two women, such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one of them 
(two women) errs, the other can remind her. And the witnesses should not refuse when they 
are called (for evidence). You should not become weary to write it (your contract), whether it 
be small or big, for its fixed term, that is more just with Allah; more solid as evidence, and 
more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves, save when it is a present trade which 
you carry out on the spot among yourselves, then there is no sin on you if you do not write it 
down. But take witnesses whenever you make a commercial contract. Let neither scribe nor 
witness suffer any harm, but if you do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So have 
Taqwa of Allah; and Allah teaches you. And Allah isthe All-Knower of everything.) 

The Necessity of Writing Transactions That Take Effect Later on 

This Ayah is the longest in the Glorious Qur'an. Imam Abu J a' far bin Jarir recorded that Sa' id 
bin Al-Musayyib said that he was told that the Ayah most recently revealed from above the 
Throne -- the last Ayah to be revealed in the Qur'an -- was the Ayah about debts. 

Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed period, write it down) directs Allah's 
believing servants to record their business transact ions when their term is delayed, to preserve 
the terms and timing of these transactions, and the memory of witnesses, as mentioned at the 
end of the Ayah, 



(that is more just with Allah; more solid as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts 
among yourselves.) 

The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah's Messenger came to Al- Mad in ah, while 
the people were in the habit of paying in advance for fruits to be delivered within one or two 
years. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever pays money in advance (for dates to be delivered later) should pay it for known 
specified measure and weight (of the dates) for a specified date. ) 

Allah's statement, 



(write it down) is a command from Him to record such transactions to endorse and preserve 
their terms. Ibn Jurayj said, "Whoever borrowed should write the terms, and whoever bought 
should have witnesses." Abu Sa' id, Ash-Sha' bi, Ar-RabT bin Anas, Al-Hasan, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn 
Zayd said that recording such transactions was necessary before, but was then abrogated by 
Allah's statement, 



(Then if one of you entrusts the other, let the one who is entrusted discharge his trust 
(faithfully).) 

Allah's statement, 



(Let a scribe write it down in justice between you) and in truth. Therefore, the scribe is not 
allowed to cheat any party of the contract and is to only record what the parties of the 
contract agreed to, without addition or deletion. Allah's statement, 



(Let not the scribe refuse to write, as Allah has taught him, so let him write) means, "Those 
who know how to write should not refrain from writing transaction contracts when asked to do 
so." Further, let writing such contracts be a type of charity from the scribe for those who are 
not lettered, just as Allah taught him what he knew not. Therefore, let him write, just as the 
Hadith stated, 



» 



« 



(It is a type of charity to help a worker and to do something for a feeble person.) 



In another Hadith, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever kept knowledge to himself will be restrained by a bridle made of fire on the Day of 
Resurrection.) Mujahid and ' Ata' said that if asked to do so, "The scribe is required to record." 

Allah's statement, 



(Let him (the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate, and he must have Taqwa of Allah, his 
Lord) indicates that the debtor should dictate to the scribe what he owes, so let him fear 
Allah, 



(And diminish not anything of what he owes,) meaning, not hide any portion of what he owes. 



(But if the debtor is of poor understanding) and is not allowed to decide on such matters, 
because he used to waste money, for instance, 



(Or weak), such as being too young or insane, 



(Or is unable to dictate for himself) because of a disease, or ignorance about such matters, 



(then let his guardian dictate in justice.) 



Witnesses Should Attend the Dictation of Contracts 

Allah said, 



(And get two witnesses out of your own men) requiring witnesses to attend the dictation of 
contracts to further preserve the contents, 



(And if there are not two men (available), then a man and two women) this requirement is only 
for contracts that directly or indirectly involve money. Allah requires that two women take the 
place of one man as witness, because of the woman's shortcomings, as the Prophet described. 
Muslim recorded in hisSahih that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(0 women! Give away charity and ask for forgiveness, for I saw that you comprise the majority 
of the people of the Fire.) 

One eloquent woman said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Why do we comprise the majority of the 
people of the Fire" He said, 



» 



« 



(You curse a lot and you do not appreciate your mate. I have never seen those who have 
shortcoming in mind and religion controlling those who have sound minds, other than you.) She 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah! What is this shortcoming in mind and religion" He said, 



» 



« 

(As for the shortcoming in her mind, the testimony of two women equals the testimony of one 
man, and this is the shortcoming in the mind. As for the shortcoming in the religion, woman 
remains for nights at a time when she does not pray and breaks the fast in Ramadan) 

Allah's statement, 



(such as you agree for witnesses) requires competency in the witnesses. Further, Allah's 
statement, 



(so that if one of them errs) refers to the two women witnesses; whenever one of them forgets 
a part of the testimony, 



(the other can remind her) meaning, the other woman's testimony mends the shortcoming of 
forgetfulness in the first woman. 

Allah's statement, 



(And the witnesses should not refuse when they are called) means, when people are called to 
be witnesses, they should agree, as Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas stated. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Let not the scribe refuse to write as Allah hastaught him, 



» 



« 

(As for the shortcoming in her mind, the testimony of two women equals the testimony of one 
man, and this is the shortcoming in the mind. As for the shortcoming in the religion, woman 
remains for nights at a time when she does not pray and breaks the fast in Ramadan) 

Allah's statement, 



(such as you agree for witnesses) requires competency in the witnesses. Further, Allah's 
statement, 



(so that if one of them errs) refers to the two women witnesses; whenever one of them forgets 
a part of the testimony, 



(the other can remind her) meaning, the other woman's testimony mends the shortcoming of 
forgetfulness in the first woman. 

Allah's statement, 



(And the witnesses should not refuse when they are called) means, when people are called to 
be witnesses, they should agree, as Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas stated. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Let not the scribe refuse to write as Allah hastaught him, so let him write.) 

Some say that this Ayah indicates that agreeing to become a witness is Fard Kifayah (required 
on at least a part of the Muslim Ummah). However, the majority of the scholars say that the 
Ayah, 



(And the witnesses should not refuse when they are called) is referring to testifying to what the 
witnesses actually witnessed, thus befitting their description of being 'witnesses'. Therefore, 
when the witness is called to testify to what he witnessed, he is required to give testimony, 
unlessthis obligation was already fulfilled, in which case such testimony becomes Fard Kifayah. 
Mujahid and Abu Mijlaz said, "If you are called to be a witness, then you have the choice to 
agree. If you witnessed and were called to testify, then come forward." It was reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that the obligation includes both cases, agreeing to be a 
witness and testifying to what one witnessed. 

Allah's statement, 



(You should not become weary to write it (your contract), whether it be small or large, for its 
fixed term) perfects this direction from Allah by commanding that the debt be written, 
whether the amount is large or small. Allah said, 



(You should not become weary) meaning, do not be discouraged against writing transactions 
and their terms, whether the amount involved is large or small. Allah's statement, 



(that is more just with Allah; more solid as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts 
among yourselves) means, writing transact ions that will be fulfillled at a later date is more just 
with Allah meaning better and more convenient in order to preserve the terms of the contract. 
Therefore, recording such agreements helps the witnesses, when they see their handwriting - 
or signatures - later on and thus remember what they witnessed, for it is possible that the 
witnesses might forget what they witnessed. 



(And more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves) meaning, this helps repel any 
doubt. Snce if you need to refer to the contract that you wrote and the doubt will end. 

Allah's statement, 



(save when it is a present trade which you carry out on the spot among yourselves, then there 
is no sin on you if you do not write it down) indicates that if the transaction will be fulfilled 
immediately, then there is no harm if it is not recorded. 

Asfor requiring witnessesto be present in trading transactions, Allah said, 



(But take witnesses whenever you make a commercial contract. 
However, this command was abrogated by, 



(Then if one of you entrusts the other, let the one who is entrusted discharge his trust 
(faithfully).) 

Or, it could be that having witnesses in such cases is only recommended and not obligatory, as 
evident from the Hadith that Khuzaymah bin Thabit Al-Ansari narrated which Imam Ahmad 
collected. ' Umarah bin Khuzaymah Al-Ansari said that his uncle, who was among the Prophet's 
Companions, told him that the Prophet was making a deal for a horse with a bedouin man. The 
Prophet asked the bedouin to follow him so that he could pay him the price of the horse. The 
Prophet went ahead of the bedouin. The bedouin met several men who tried to buy his horse, 
not knowing if the Prophet was actually determined to buy it. Some people offered more 
money for the horse than the Prophet had. The bedouin man said to the Prophet , "If you want 
to buy this horse, then buy it or I will sell it to someone else." When he heard the bedouin 
man's words, the Prophet stood up and said, "Have I not bought that horse from you" The 
bedouin said, "By Allah! I have not sold it to you." The Prophet said, "Rather, I did buy it from 
you." The people gathered around the Prophet and the Bedouin while they were disputing, and 
the bedouin said, "Bring forth a witness who testifies that I sold you the horse." Meanwhile, the 



Muslims who came said to the bedouin, "Woe to you! The Prophet only says the truth." When 
Khuzaymah bin Thabit came and heard the dispute between the Prophet and the bedouin who 
was saying, "Bring forth a witness who testifies that I sold you the horse, " Khuzaymah said, "I 
bear witness that you sold him the horse." The Prophet said to Khuzaymah, "What is the basis 
of your testimony" Khuzaymah said, "That I entrusted you, Messenger of Allah!" Therefore, 
the Messenger made Khuzaymah's testimony equal to the testimony of two men. This was also 
recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa®299 . Allah's statement, 



(Let neither scribe nor witness suffer (or cause) any harm) also indicates that the scribe and 
the witness must not cause any harm, such as, when the scribe writes other than what he is 
being dictated, or the witness testifies to other than what he heard or conceals his testimony. 
This is the explanation of Al-Hasan and Qatadah." 

Allah's statement, 



(But if you do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you) means, "If you defy what you were 
commanded and commit what you were prohibited, then it is because of the sin that resides 
and remains with you; sin that you never release or rid yourselves from." 

Allah's statement, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah) means, fear Him, remember His watch over you, implement His 
command and avoid what He prohibited, 



(And Allah teaches you. ) Smilarly, Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! If you have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant you Furqan (a criterion to judge 
between right and wrong) ) 8:29 , and, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and believe in His Messenger, He will give you a 
double portion of His mercy, and He will give you a light by which you shall walk (straight)) 
57:28 . 

Allah said; 



(And Allah is the All-Knower of everything) stating that Allah has perfect knowledge in all 
matters and in their benefits or repercussions, and nothing escapes His perfect watch, for His 
knowledge encompasses everything in existence. 



(283. And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then let there be a pledge taken 
(mortgaging), then if one of you entrusts the other, let the one who is entrusted discharge his 
trust, and let him have Taqwa of Allah, his Lord. And conceal not the evidence, for he who 
hides it, surely, his heart is sinful. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do.) 

What is the Mortgaging' Mentioned in the Ayah 

Allah said, 



(And if you are on a journey) meaning, traveling and some of you borrowed some money to be 
paid at a later date, 



(and cannot find a scribe) who would record the debt for you. Ibn 'Abbas said, "And even if 
they find a scribe, but did not find paper, ink or pen." Then, 



(let there be a pledge taken (mortgaging)) given to the creditor in lieu of writing the 
transaction. The Two Sahihs recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah died while his 
shield was mortgaged with a Jew in return for thirty Wasq (approximately 180 kg) of barley, 
which the Prophet bought on credit as provisions for his household. In another narration, the 
Hadith stated that this Jew was among the Jews of Al-Madinah. 

Allah said, 



(then if one of you entrusts the other, let the one who is entrusted discharge his trust 
(faithfully).) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded, with a sound chain of narration, that Abu Sa id Al-Khudri said, "This 
Ayah abrogated what came before it (i.e. that which required recording the transaction and 
having witnesses present)." Ash-Sha' bi said, "If you trust each other, then there is no harm if 
you do not write the loan or have witnesses present." Allah's statement, 



(And let him have Taqwa of Allah) means, the debtor. 

Imam Ahmad and the Sunan recorded that Qatadah said that Al-Hasan said that Samurah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The hand (of the debtor) will carry the burden of what it took until it gives it back.) 
Allah's statement, 



(And conceal not the evidence) means, do not hide it or refuse to announce it. Ibn ' Abbas and 
other scholars said, "False testimony is one of the worst of the major sins, and such is the case 
with hiding the true testimony. This iswhy Allah said, 



(For he who hides it, surely, his heart is sinful). 

As-Suddi commented, "Meaning he is a sinner in his heart." 

This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(We shall not hide testimony of Allah, for then indeed we should be of the sinful) 5:106 
Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be 
against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or poor, Allah is a better Protector 
to both (than you). So follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you avoid justice; and if you 
distort your witness or refuse to give it, verily, Allah is Ever Wei I -Acquainted with what you do) 
4:135 and in this Ayah 2:283 He said, 



(And conceal not the evidence, for he who hides it, surely, his heart is sinful. And Allah isAII- 
Knower of what you do.) 



(284. To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth, and whether you 
disclose what is in yourselves or conceal it, Allah will call you to account for it. Then He 
forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all things.) 

Would the Servants be Accountable for What They Conceal in Their 

Hearts 

Allah states that His is the kingship of the heavens and earth and of what and whoever is on or 
between them, that He has perfect watch over them. No apparent matter or secret that the 
heart conceals is ever a secret to Him, however minor it is. Allah also states that He will hold 
His servants accountable for what they do and what they conceal in their hearts. In similar 
statements, Allah said, 



(Say (O Muhammad ): "Whether you hide what is in your breasts or reveal it, Allah knows it, and 
He knows what is in the heavens and what is in the earth. And Allah is able to do all things) 
3:29 , and, 



(He knows the secret and that which is yet more hidden.) 

There are many other Ayat on this subject. In this Ayah 2:284 , Allah states that He has 
knowledge of what the hearts conceal, and consequently, He will hold the creation 
accountable for whatever is in their hearts. This is why when this Ayah was revealed, it was 
hard on the Companions, since out of their strong faith and conviction, they were afraid that 
such reckoning would diminish their good deeds. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "When 



(To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth, and whether you 
disclose what is in yourselves or conceal it, Allah will call you to account for it. Then He 
forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all things) 

was revealed to the Messenger of Allah , it was very hard for the Companions of the Messenger 
. The Companions came to the Messenger and fell to their knees saying, ' Messenger of Allah! 
We were asked to perform what we can bear of deeds: the prayer, the fast, Jihad and charity. 
However, this Ayah was revealed to you, and we cannot bear it.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do you want to repeat what the People of the Two Scriptures before you said, that is, 'We 
hear and we disobey' Rather, say, " We hear and we obey, and we seek Your forgiveness, our 
Lord, and the Return is to You.) 

When the people accepted this statement and their tongues recited it, Allah sent down 
afterwards, 



(The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do)the 
believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. (They say,) 
"We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers and they say, "We hear, and 
we obey. (We seek) Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all).") 

When they did that, Allah abrogated the Ayah 2:284 and sent down the Ayah, 



(Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has 
earned, and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned. "Our Lord! Punish us not if we 
forget or fall into error.") until the end." 

Muslim recorded it with the wording; "When they did that, Allah abrogated it 2:284 and sent 
down, 



(Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has 
earned, and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned. "Our Lord! Punish us not if we 
forget or fall into error".) 

Allah said, " I shall (accept your supplication),' 



("Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and 
Christians)") 

Allah said, ' I shall (accept your supplication),' 



("Our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear. ") 
Allah said, ' I shall (accept your supplication),' 



("Pardon us and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our Mawla (Supporter and 
Protector) and give us victory over the disbelieving people.") 

Allah said, 'I shall.'" 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Mujahid said, "I saw Ibn 'Abbas and said to him, '0 Abu Abbas! I 
was with Ibn ' Umar, and he read this Ayah and cried.' He asked, 'Which Ayah' I said, 



' (And whether you disclose what is in yourselves or conceal it.)' 

Ibn 'Abbas said, 'When this Ayah was revealed, it was very hard on the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah and worried them tremendously. They said: O Messenger of Allah! We know 
that we would be punished according to our statements and our actions, but as for what occurs 
in our hearts, we do not control what is in them.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« : » 

(Say, 'We hear and we obey.') They said, 'We hear and we obey.' Thereafter, this Ayah 
abrogated the previous Ayah, 



(The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 
believers. Each one believes in Allah), until, 



(Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has 
earned, and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned.) 

Therefore, they were pardoned what happens in their hearts, and were held accountable only 
for their actions.'" 

The Group recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Allah has pardoned my Ummah for what they say to themselves, as long as they do not utter it 
or act on it.) 

The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(Allah said (to His angels), "If My servant intends to commit an evil deed, do not record it as 
such for him, and if he commits it, write it for him as one evil deed. If he intends to perform a 
good deed, but did not perform it, then write it for him as one good deed, and if he performs 
it, write it for him as ten good deeds.") 



1(285. The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 
believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. (They say,) 
"We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers and they say, "We hear, and 
we obey. (We seek) Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all).") (286. Allah 
burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has earned, 
and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned. "Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or 
fall into error, our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us 
(Jews and Christians); our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear. 
Pardon us and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our Mawla (Patron, Supporter 
and Protector) and give us victory over the disbelieving people.") The Hadithson the Virtue of 
These Two Ayat, May Allah Benefit Us by Them Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Mas' ud said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever recitesthe last two Ayat in Surat Al-Baqarah at night, they will suffice for him. 



The rest of the six also recorded similar wording for this Hadith. The Two Sahihs recorded this 
Hadith using various chains of narration, and Imam Ahmad also recorded it. 

Muslim recorded that " Abdullah said, "When the Messenger of Allah went on the Isra journey, 
he ascended to the Sdrat Al-Muntaha in the sixth heaven, where whatever ascends from the 
earth ends at, and whatever descends from above it ends at. 



(When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) 53:16 meaning, a mat made of gold. 

The Messenger of Allah was then given three things: the five prayers, the last Ayat in Surat Al- 
Baqarah and forgiveness for whoever did not associate anything or anyone with Allah from his 
Urmmah." 

Earlier we mentioned the Hadith regarding the virtues of Surat Al-Fatihah from Ibn 'Abbas 
which stated, "While the Messenger of Allah was with Jibil, he heard a noise from above. Jibil 
lifted his sight to the sky and said, ' This is a door that was opened just now in heaven, and it 
was never opened before.' An angel came down through the door to the Prophet and said, 
x Receive the good news of two lights that you have been given and which no Prophet before 
you was given: the Opener of the Book (Al-Fatihah) and the last Ayat in Surat Al-Baqarah. You 
will not read a letter of them, but you will be granted its benefit.'" This Hadith was collected 
by Muslim and An-Nasa'i, and this isthe wording collected by An-Nasa'i. 

The Tafsir of the Last Two Ayat of Surat Al-Baqarah 

Allah said, 



(Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. (They say,) "We make no 
distinction between one another of His Messengers.") 

Therefore, each of the believers believes that Allah is the One and Only and the Sustainer, 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Him and there is no Lord except Him. The believers 
also believe in all Allah's Prophets and Messengers, in the Books that were revealed from 
heaven to the Messengers and Prophets, who are indeed the servants of Allah. Further, the 
believers do not differentiate between any of the Prophets, such as, believing in some of them 
and rejecting others. Rather, all of Allah's Prophets and Messengers are, to the believers, 
truthful, righteous, and they were each guided to the path of righteousness, even when some 
of them bring what abrogates the Law of some others by Allah's leave. Later on, the Law of 
Muhammad, the Final Prophet and Messenger from Allah, abrogated all the laws of the 
Prophets before him. So the Last Hour will commence while Muhammad's Law remains the only 
valid Law, and all the while a group of his Ummah will always be on the path of truth, apparent 
and dominant. Allah's statement, 



(And they say, "We hear, and we obey") means, we heard Your statement, our Lord, 
comprehended and implemented it, and adhered to its implications. 



((We seek) Your forgiveness, our Lord) contains a plea and supplication for Allah's forgiveness, 
mercy and kindness. 

Allah's statement, 



(Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope) means, Allah does not ask a soul what is beyond 
its ability. This only demonstrates Allah's kindness, compassion and generosity towards His 
creation. This Ayah is the Ayah that abrogated the Ayah that worried the Companions, that is, 
Allah's statement, 



(And whether you disclose what is in yourselves or conceal it, Allah will call you to account for 
it.) 

This indicates that although Allah will question His servants and judge them, He will only 
punish for what one is able to protect himself from. As for what one cannot protect himself 
from, such as what one says to himself - or passing thoughts - they will not be punished for 
that. We should state here that to dislike the evil thoughts that cross one's mind is a part of 
faith. Allah said next, 



(He gets reward for that which he has earned) of good, 



(And he is punished for that which he has earned) of evil, that is, concerning the acts that one 
is responsible for. 



Allah then said, mentioning what the believers said while directing His servants to supplicate 
to Him, all the while promising them that He will answer their supplication: 



("Our Lord! Push us not if we forget or fall into error,") meaning, "If we forgot an obligation or 
fell into a prohibition, or made an error while ignorant of its ruling." We mentioned the Hadith 
by Abu Hurayrah, that Muslim collected, wherein Allah said, "I shall (accept your supplication)." 
There is also the Hadith by Ibn 'Abbas that Allah said, "I did (accept your supplication)." 



(Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and 
Christians),) means, "Even if we were able to perform them, do not require us to perform the 
difficult deeds as You required the previous nations before us, such as the burdens that were 
placed on them. You sent Your Prophet Muhammad , the Prophet of mercy, to abrogate these 
burdens through the Law that You revealed to him, the Hanifi (Islamic Monotheism), easy 
religion." Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah 
said, "I shall (accept your supplication)." Ibn 'Abbas narrated that the Messenger of Allah said 
that Allah said, "I did (accept your supplication)." There is the Hadith recorded through various 
chains of narration that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(I was sent with the easy Hanifiyyah way.) 



(Our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear) of obligations, 
hardships and afflictions, do not make us bear what we cannot bear of this. 



(Our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear.) 

We mentioned that Allah said, "I shall (accept your supplication)" in one narration, and, "I did 
(accept your supplication)," in another narration. 



(Pardon us) meaning, between us and You regarding what You know of our shortcomings and 
errors. 



(And grant us forgiveness) concerning what is between us and Your servants. Sb do not expose 
our errors and evil deedsto them. 



(Have mercy on us) in what will come thereafter. Therefore, do not allow us to fall into 
another error. They say that those who commit error need three things: Allah's forgiveness for 
what is between Him and them, that He conceals these errors from His other servants, and thus 
does not expose them before the servants, and that He grants them immunity from further 
error." We mentioned before that Allah answered these pleas, "I shall," in one narration and, "I 
did," in another narration. 



(You are our Mawla) meaning, You are our supporter and helper, our trust is in You, You are 
sought for each and every type of help and our total reliance is on You. There is no power or 
strength except from You. 



(And give us victory over the disbelieving people) those who rejected Your religion, denied 
Your Oneness, refused the Message of Your Prophet , worshipped other than You and associated 
others in Your worship. Give us victory and make us prevail above them in this and the 
Hereafter. Allah said, "I shall," in one narration, and, "I did," in the Hadith that Muslim 
collected from Ibn 'Abbas. 

Further, Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Ishaq said that whenever Mu* adh would finish reciting this 
Surah, 



(And give us victory over the disbelieving people), he would say "Amin. 



The Tafsir of Surah Al ' Imran 
(Chapter 3) 

Surah Al ' Imran was revealed in Al- Mad in ah, as evident by the fact that the first eighty-three 
Ayat in it relate to the delegation from Najran that arrived in Al-Madinah on the ninth year of 
Hijrah (632 CE). We will elaborate on this subject when we explain the Ayah about the 
Mubahalah 3:61 in this Surah, Allah willing. We should also state that we mentioned the 
virtues of Surah Al " Imran along with the virtues of Surat Al-Baqarah in the beginning of the 
Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) (1. Alif-Lam-Mim.) (2. Allah! None 
has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all 
that exists.) (3. It is He Who has sent down the Book to you with truth, confirming what came 
before it. And He sent down the Tawrah and the Injil,) (4. Aforetime, as a guidance to 
mankind. And He sent down the criterion. Truly, those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, for 
them there is a severe torment; and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.) 

We mentioned the Hadith in the Tafsir of Ayat Al-Kursi 2:255 that mentions that Allah's 
Greatest Name is contained in these two Ayat, 



(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protect sal I that exists) and, 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One 
Who sustains and protects all that exists.) 

We also explained the Tafsir of, 



(Alif-Lam-Mim) in the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah, and the meaning of, 



(Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa, Al-Hayyul-Qayyum) in the Tafsir of Ayat Al-Kursi. Allah's statement, 



(It is He Who has sent down the Book to you with truth, ) means, revealed the Qur'an to you, 
Muhammad, in truth, meaning there is no doubt or suspicion that it is revealed from Allah. 
Verily, Allah revealed the Qur'an with His knowledge, and the angels testify to this fact, Allah 
is sufficient as a Witness. Allah's statement, 



(Confirming what came before it) means, from the previous divinely revealed Books, sent to 
the servants and Prophets of Allah. These Books testify to the truth of the Qur'an, and the 
Qur'an also testifies to the truth these Books contained, including the news and glad tidings of 
Muhammad's prophet hood and the revelation of the Glorious Qur'an. 

Allah said, 



(And He sent down the Tawrah) to Musa (Musa) son of ' Imran, 



(And the Injil), to ' Isa, son of Mary, 



(Aforetime) meaning, before the Qur'an was revealed, 



(Asa guidance to mankind) in their time. 



(And He sent down the criterion) which is the distinction between misguidance, falsehood and 
deviation on one hand, and guidance, truth and piety on the other hand. This is because of the 
indications, signs, plain evidences and clear proofs that it contains, and because of its 
explanations, clarifications, etc. 

Allah's statement, 



(Truly, those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah) means they denied, refused and unjustly 
rejected them, 



(For them there is a severe torment) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(And Allah is All -Mighty) meaning, His grandeur is invincible and His sovereignty is infinite, 



(All-Able of Retribution.) from those who reject His Ayat and defy His honorable Messengers 
and great Prophets. 



(5. Truly, nothing is hidden from Allah, in the earth or in the heaven.) (6. He it is Who shapes 
you in the wombs as He wills. None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Almighty, the 
All -Wise.) 

Allah states that He has perfect knowledge in the heavens and earth and that nothing in them 
is hidden from His watch. 



(He it is Who shapes you in the wombs as He wills.) meaning, He creates you in the wombs as 
He wills, whether male or female, handsome or otherwise, happy or miserable. 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Almighty, the All-Wise.) 
meaning, He is the Creator and thus is the only deity worthy of worship, without partners, and 
His is the perfect might, wisdom and decision. This Ayah refers to the fact that ' Isa, son of 
Mary, is a created servant, just as Allah created the rest of mankind. Allah created ' Isa in the 
womb (of his mother) and shaped him as He willed. Therefore, how could ' Isa be divine, as the 
Christians, may Allah's curses descend on them, claim * Isa was created in the womb and his 
creation changed from stage to stage, just as Allah said, 



(He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after creation in three veils of 
darkness.) 39:6 . 



(7. It is He Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are verses that are entirely clear, they are 
the foundations of the Book; and others not entirely clear. So as for those in whose hearts 
there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow (only) that which is not entirely clear thereof, 
seeking Al- Fit nah, and seeking itsTa'wil, but none knows its Ta'wil except Allah. And those who 
are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in it; all of it is from our Lord." And none 
receive admonition except men of understanding.) (8. (They say): "Our Lord! Let not our hearts 
deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us, and grant us mercy from You. Truly, You are 
the Bestower.") (9. "Our Lord! Verily, it is You Who will gather mankind together on the Day 
about which there is no doubt. Verily, Allah never breaks His Promise.") 



The Mutashabihat and Muhkamat Ayat 

Allah states that in the Qur'an, there are Ayat that are Muhkamat, entirely clear and plain, and 
these are the foundations of the Book which are plain for everyone. And there are Ayat in the 
Qur'an that are Mutashabihat not entirely clear for many, or some people. 3d those who refer 
to the Muhkam Ayat to understand the Mutashabih Ayat, will have acquired the correct 
guidance, and vice versa. This is why Allah said, 



(They are the foundations of the Book), meaning, they are the basis of the Qur'an, and should 
be referred to for clarification, when warranted, 



(And others not entirely clear) as they have several meanings, some that agree with the 
Muhkam and some that carry other literal indications, although these meaning might not be 
desired. 

The Muhkamat are the Ayat that explain the abrogating rulings, the allowed, prohibited, laws, 
limits, obligations and rulings that should be believed in and implemented. As for the 
Mutashabihat Ayat, they include the abrogated Ayat, parables, oaths, and what should be 
believed in, but not implemented. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar commented on, 



(In it are verses that are entirely clear) as "Containing proof of the Lord, immunity for the 
servants and a refutation of opponents and of falsehood. They cannot be changed or altered 
from what they were meant for." He also said, "As for the unclear Ayat, they can (but must not) 
be altered and changed, and this is a test from Allah to the servants, just as He tested them 
with the allowed and prohibited things. So these Ayat must not be altered to imply a false 
meaning or be distorted from the truth." 

Therefore, Allah said, 



(So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation) meaning, those who are misguided and 
deviate from truth to falsehood, 



(they follow that which is not entirely clear thereof) meaning, they refer to the Mutashabih, 
because they are able to alter its meanings to conform with their false interpretation since the 
wordings of the Mutashabihat encompass such a wide area of meanings. As for the Muhkam 
Ayat, they cannot be altered because they are clear and, thus, constitute unequivocal proof 
against the misguided people. This is why Allah said, 



(seeking Al-Fitnah) meaning, they seek to misguide their following by pretending to prove their 
innovation by relying on the Qur'an -- the Mutashabih of it -- but, this is proof against and not 
for them. For instance, Christians might claim that ' Isa is divine because the Qur'an states 
that he is Ruhullah and His Word, which He gave to Mary, all the while ignoring Allah's 
statements, 



(He 'Isa was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him.) 43:59 , and, 



(Verily, the likeness of " Isa before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, 
then (He) said to him: "Be!" and he was.) 3:59 . 

There are other Ayat that clearly assert that ' Isa is but one of Allah's creatures and that he is 
the servant and Messenger of Allah, among other Messengers. 

Allah's statement, 



(And seeking for itsTa'wil,) to alter them as they desire. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' A'ishah 
said, "The Messenger of Allah recited, 



(It is He Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are verses that are entirely clear, they are 
the foundations of the Book; and others not entirely clear,), until, 



(Men of understanding) and he said, 



» 



« 



(When you see those who argue in it (using the Mutashabihat), then they are those whom Allah 
meant. Therefore, beware of them.)" 

Al-Bukhari recorded a similar Hadith in the Tafsir of this Ayah 3:7 , as did Muslim in the book 
of Qadar (the Divine Will) in hisSahih, and Abu Dawud in the Sunnah section of his Sunan, from 
" Aishah; "The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah, 



(It is He Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are versesthat are entirely clear,) until, 



(And none receive admonition except men of understanding.) 
He then said, 

» 

« 

(When you see those who follow what is not so clear of the Qur'an, then they are those whom 
Allah described, so beware of them.)" 

This is the wording recorded by Al-Bukhari. 

Only Allah Knows the True Ta'wil (Interpretation) of the 

Mutashabihat 

Allah said, 



(But none knows its Ta'wil except Allah.) 

Similarly, as preceded in what has been reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Tafsir is of four types: 
Tafsir that the Arabs know in their language; Tafsir that no one is excused of being ignorant of; 
Tafsir that the scholars know; and Tafsir that only Allah knows." Scholars of Qur'an recitation 
have different opinions about pausing at Allah's Name in this Ayah. This stop was reported from 
' A'ishah, " Urwah, Abu Ash-ShaMha' and Abu Nahik. 

Some pause after reciting, 



(And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge) saying that the Qur'an does not address the 
people with what they cannot understand. Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "I am among those who are firmly grounded in its Ta'wil interpretation." The Messenger of 
Allah supplicated for the benefit of Ibn " Abbas, 



« » 



(0 Allah! Bestow on him knowledge in the religion and teach him the Ta'wil (interpretation).) 

Ta'wil has two meanings in the Qur'an, the true reality of things, and what they will turn out to 
be. For instance, Allah said, 



(And he said: "0 my father! This isthe Ta'wil of my dream aforetime!".) 12:100 , and, 



(Await they just for it's Ta'wil On the Day (Day of Resurrection) it's Ta'wil is finally 
fulfillled.)(7:53) refers to the true reality of Resurrection that they were told about. If this is 
the meaning desired in the Ayah above 3:7 , then pausing after reciting Allah's Name is 
warranted, because only Allah knows the true reality of things. Inthiscase, Allah's statement, 



(And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge) is connected to His statement, 



(say: "We believe in it") If the word Ta'wil means the second meaning, that is, explaining and 
describing, such as what Allah said, 



((They said): "Inform us of the Ta'wil of this") meaning its explanation, then pausing after 
reciting, 



(And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge) is warranted. This is because the scholars 
have general knowledge in, and understand what they were addressed with, even though they 
do not have knowledge of the true reality of things. Therefore, Allah's statement, 



(say: "We believe in it") describesthe conduct of the scholars. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And your Lord comes, and the angels, in rows.) 89:22 means, your Lord will come, and the 
angels will come in rows. 

Allah's statement that the knowledgeable people proclaim, 



(We believe in it) means, they believe in the Mutashabih. 



(all of it is from our Lord) meaning, both the Muhkam and the Mutashabih are true and 
authentic, and each one of them testifies to the truth of the other. This is because they both 
are from Allah and nothing that comes from Allah is ever met by contradiction or discrepancy. 
Allah said, 



(Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully Had it been from other than Allah, they would 
surely have found therein many a contradiction.) 4:82 . 

Allah said in his Ayah 3:7 , 



(And none receive admonition except men of understanding. ) meaning, those who have good 
minds and sound comprehension, understand, contemplate and comprehend the meaning in the 
correct manner. Further, Ibn Al-Mundhir recorded in his Tafsir that NafT bin Yazid said, "Those 
firmly grounded in knowledge are those who are modest for Allah's sake, humbly seek His 
pleasure, and do not exaggerate regarding those above them, or belittle those below them." 

Allah said that they supplicate to their Lord, 



(Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us.) meaning, "Do 
not deviate our hearts from the guidance after You allowed them to acquire it. Do not make us 
like those who have wickedness in their hearts, those who follow the Mutashabih in the Qur'an. 
Rather, make us remain firmly on Your straight path and true religion." 



(And grant us from Ladunka) meaning, from You, 



(Mercy) with which You make our hearts firm, and increase in our Faith and certainty, 



(Truly, You are the Bestower) 

Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded that Umm Salamah said that the Prophet used to 
supplicate, 



« » 

(0 You Who changes the hearts, make my heart firm on Your religion.) 
He then recited, 



("Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us, and grant us 
mercy from You. Truly, You are the Bestower.") The Ayah continues, 



("Our Lord! Verily, it is You Who will gather mankind together on the Day about which there is 
no doubt") meaning, they say in their supplication: Oour Lord! You will gather Your creation on 
the Day of Return, judge between them and decide over what they disputed about. Thereafter, 
You will reward or punish each according to the deeds they did in this life. 



n(10. Verily, those who disbelieve, neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them 
whatsoever against Allah; and it is they who will be fuel of the Fire.) (11. Like the behavior of 
the people of Fir' awn and those before them; they belied Our Ayat. So Allah punished them for 
their sins. And Allah is severe in punishment.) 

On the Day Of ReSlirAllah states that the disbelievers shall be fuel for the Fire, 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and 
theirs will be the evil abode (i.e. painful torment in Hell-fire).) 40:52 . 

Further, what they were granted in this life of wealth and offspring shall not avail them with 
Allah, or save them from His punishment and severe torment. Similarly, Allah said, 



(So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them 
with these things in the life of this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while they are 
disbelievers.) 9:55 , and, 



(Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you. 
A brief enjoyment; then, their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest.) 
3:196, 197 . 

Allah said in this Ayah 3:10 , 



(Verily, those who disbelieve) meaning, disbelieved in Allah's Ayat, denied His Messengers, 
defied His Books and did not benefit from His revelation to His Prophets, 



(Neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them whatsoever against Allah; and it is 
they who will be fuel of the Fire.) meaning, they will be the wood with which the Fire is 
kindled and fed. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
fuel for Hell!) 21:98 . 

Allah said next, 



(Like the Da'b of the people of Fira'wn.) Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah 
means, "Like the behavior of the people of Fif awn." This is the same Tafsir of " Ikrimah, 
Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, and others. Other scholars said that the Ayah means, "Like the 
practice, conduct, likeness of the people of Fif awn." These meanings are all plausible, for the 
Da'b means practice, behavior, tradition and habit. The Ayah indicates that the disbelievers 
will not benefit from their wealth or offspring. Rather, they will perish and be punished. This is 
the same end the people of Fif awn and the previous nations met, those who rejected the 
Messengers, the Ayat, and proofsof Allah that they were sent with. 



(And Allah is severe in punishment.) meaning, His punishment is severe and His torment is 
painful. None can escape Allah's grasp, nor does anything escape His knowledge. Allah does 



what He wills and prevails over all things, it is He to Whom everything is humbled and there is 
no deity worthy of worship, nor any Lord except Him. 



(12. Say to those who disbelieve: "You will be defeated and gathered together to Hell, and 
worst indeed is that place of rest.") (13. There has already been a sign for you in the two 
armies that met. One was fighting in the cause of Allah, and as for the other, in disbelief. They 
saw them with their own eyes twice their number. And Allah supports with His aid whom He 
wills. Verily, in this is a lesson for those who understand.) 

On the Day of Resurrection, No Wealth or Offspring Shall Avail 



Allah statesthat the disbelievers shall be fuel for the Fire, 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and 
theirs will be the evil abode (i.e. painful torment in Hell-fire).) 40:52 . 

Further, what they were granted in this life of wealth and offspring shall not avail them with 
Allah, or save them from His punishment and severe torment. Similarly, Allah said, 



(So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them 
with these things in the life of this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while they are 
disbelievers.) 9:55 , and, 



(Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you. 
A brief enjoyment; then, their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest.) 
3:196, 197 . 

Allah said in this Ayah 3:10 , 



(Verily, those who disbelieve) meaning, disbelieved in Allah's Ayat, denied His Messengers, 
defied His Books and did not benefit from His revelation to His Prophets, 



(Neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them whatsoever against Allah; and it is 
they who will be fuel of the Fire.) meaning, they will be the wood with which the Fire is 
kindled and fed. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
fuel for Hell!) 21:98 . 

Allah said next, 



(Like the Da'b of the people of Fira'wn.) Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah 
means, "Like the behavior of the people of Fif awn." This is the same Tafsir of ' Ikrimah, 
Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, and others. Other scholars said that the Ayah means, "Like the 
practice, conduct, likeness of the people of Fif awn." These meanings are all plausible, for the 
Da'b means practice, behavior, tradition and habit. The Ayah indicates that the disbelievers 



will not benefit from their wealth or offspring. Rather, they will perish and be punished. This is 
the same end the people of Fif awn and the previous nations met, those who rejected the 
Messengers, the Ayat, and proofs of Allah that they were sent with. 



(And Allah is severe in punishment.) meaning, His punishment is severe and His torment is 
painful. None can escape Allah's grasp, nor does anything escape His knowledge. Allah does 
what He wills and prevails over all things, it is He to Whom everything is humbled and there is 
no deity worthy of worship, nor any Lord except Him. 



(12. Say to those who disbelieve: "You will be defeated and gathered together to Hell, and 
worst indeed is that place of rest.") (13. There has already been a sign for you in the two 
armies that met. One was fighting in the cause of Allah, and as for the other, in disbelief. They 
saw them with their own eyes twice their number. And Allah supports with His aid whom He 
wills. Verily, in this is a lesson for those who understand.) 

Threatening the Jews With Defeat and Encouraging Them to Learn 
a Lesson From the Battle of Badr 

Allah commanded the Prophet Muhammad to proclaim to the disbelievers, 



(You will be defeated) in this life, 



(And gathered together) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(to Hell, and worst indeed isthat place of rest) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar recorded that ' Asim bin ' Umar bin Qatadah said that when the 
Messenger of Allah gained victory in the battle of Badr and went back to Al-Madinah, he 
gathered the Jews in the marketplace of Bani Qaynuqa' . 

Therefore, Allah said, 



(There has already been a sign for you) meaning, Jews, who said what you said! You have an 
Ayah, meaning proof, that Allah will make His religion prevail, award victory to His Messenger, 
make His Word apparent and His religion the highest. 



(In the two armies) meaning, two camps, 



(that met) in combat (in Badr), 



(One was fighting in the Cause of Allah) the Muslims, 



(And as for the other, in disbelief) meaning, the idolators of Quraysh at Badr. Allah's 
statement, 



(They saw them with their own eyes twice their number) means, the idolators thought that the 
Muslims were twice as many as they were, for Allah made this illusion a factor in the victory 
that Islam had over them. 



It was said that the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(They saw them with their own eyes twice their number) is that the Muslims saw twice as many 
idolators as they were, yet Allah gave them victory over the disbelievers. 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
said, "When we looked at the disbelievers' forces, we found that they were twice as many as 
we were. When we looked at them again, we thought they did not have one man more than we 
had. 3d Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when you met, He showed them to you as few in your eyes and He made you 
appear as few in their eyes.) 8:44". 

When the two camps saw each other, the Muslims thought that the idolators were twice as 
many as they were, so that they would trust in Allah and seek His help. The idolators thought 
that the believers were twice as many asthey were, so that they would feel fear, horror, fright 
and despair. When the two camps stood in lines and met in battle, Allah made each camp look 
smaller in the eyes of the other camp, so that they would be encouraged to fight each other, 



(so that Allah might accomplish a matter already ordained.) 8:42 meaning, so that the truth 
and falsehood are distinguishable, and thus the word of faith prevails over disbelief and 
deviation, so that the believers prevail and the disbelievers are humiliated. In a similar 
statement, Allah said; 



(And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr, when you were a weak little force) 
3:123 . In this Ayah 3:13 Allah said, 



(And Allah supports with His victory whom He wills. Verily, in this is a lesson for those who 
understand.) meaning, this should be an example for those who have intelligence and sound 



comprehension. They should contemplate about Allah's wisdom, decisions and decree, that He 
gives victory to His believing servants in this life and on the Day the witnesses stand up to 
testify. 



V 



(14. Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women, children, Qanatir Al- 
Muqantarah of gold and silver, branded beautiful horses (Musawwamah), cattle and fertile 
land. This is the pleasure of the present world's life; but Allah has the excellent return with 
Him.) (15. Say: "Shall I inform you of things far better than those For those who have Taqwa 
there are Gardens (Paradise) with their Lord, underneath which rivers flow. Therein (is their) 
eternal (home) and Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates or wives). And Allah will be pleased 
with them. And Allah is All-Seer of the servants.") 



The True Value of This Earthly Life 

Allah mentions the delights that He put in this life for people, such as women and children, and 
He started with women, because the test with them is more tempting. For instance, the Sahih 
recorded that the Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(I did not leave behind me a test more tempting to men than women.) 



When one enjoys women for the purpose of having children and preserving his chastity, then he 
is encouraged to do so. There are many Hadithsthat encourage getting married, such as, 



« » 

(Verily, the best members of this Ummah are those who have the most wives) He also said, 

« » 

(This life is a delight, and the best of its delight is a righteous wife) 
The Prophet said in another Hadith, 

» 

« 

(I was made to like women and perfume, and the comfort of my eye is the prayer.) 

* A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Nothing was more beloved to the Messenger of 
Allah than women, except horses," and in another narration, "...than horses except women." 

The desire to have children is sometimes for the purpose of pride and boasting, and as such, is 
a temptation. When the purpose for having children is to reproduce and increase the Ummah of 
Muhammad with those who worship Allah alone without partners, then it is encouraged and 
praised. A Hadith states, 

» 

« 

(Marry the Wadud (kind) and Walud (fertile) woman, for I will compare your numbers to the 
rest of the nations on the Day of Resurrection.) 

The desire of wealth sometimes results out of arrogance, and the desire to dominate the weak 
and control the poor, and this conduct is prohibited. Sometimes, the want for more money is 
for the purpose of spending it on acts of worship, being kind to the family, the relatives, and 
spending on various acts of righteousness and obedience; this behavior is praised and 
encouraged in the religion. 

Scholars of Tafsir have conflicting opinions about the amount of the Qintar, all of which 
indicate that the Qintar is a large amount of money, as Ad-Dahhak and other scholars said. Abu 
Hurayrah said "The Qintar is twelve thousand Uwqiyah, each Uwqiyah is better than what is 
between the heavens and earth." This was recorded by Ibn Jarir . 



The desire to have horses can be one of three types. Sometimes, owners of horses collect them 
to be used in the cause of Allah, and when warranted, they use their horses in battle. Thistype 
of owner shall be rewarded for this good action. Another type collects horsesto boast, and out 
of enmity to the people of Islam, and this type earns a burden for his behavior. Another type 
collects horsesto fulfill their needs and to collect their offspring, and they do not forget Allah's 
right due on their horses. This is why in this case, these horses provide a shield of sufficiency 
for their owner, as evident by a Hadith that we will mention, Allah willing, when we explain 
Allah's statement, 



(And make ready against them all you can of power, including steeds of war.) 8:60 . 

As for the Musawwamah horses, Ibn 'Abbas said that they are the branded, beautiful horses. 
This is the same explanation of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, * Abdur-Rahman bin 
'Abdullah bin Abza, As-Suddi, Ar-RabP bin Anas and Abu Snan and others. Makhul said the 
Musawwamah refers to the horse with a white spotted faced, and the horse with white feet. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every Arabian horse is allowed to have two supplications every dawn, and the horse 
supplicates, '0 Allah! You made me subservient to the son of Adam. Therefore, make me 
among the dearest of his wealth and household to him, or, ...make me the dearest of his 
household and wealth to him.) 

Allah's statement, 



(Cattle) means, camels, cows and sheep. 



(And fertile land) meaning, the land that is used to farm and grow plants. 
Allah then said, 



(This is the pleasure of the present world's life) Ymeaning, these are the delights of this life 
and its short lived joys, 



(But Allah hasthe excellent return with Him) meaning, the best destination and reward. 



The Reward of the Those Who Have Taqwa is Better Than All Joys 

of This World 

This is why Allah said, 



(Say: "Shall I inform you of things far better than those") 

This Ayah means, "Say, O Muhammad, to the people, 'Should I tell you about what is better 
than the delights and joys of this life that will soon perish'" Allah informed them of what is 
better when He said, 



(For those who have Taqwa there are Gardens (Paradise) with their Lord, underneath which 
rivers flow) meaning, rivers run throughout it. These rivers carry various types of drinks: honey, 
milk, wine and water such that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, and no heart has 
ever imagined, 



(Therein (is their) eternal (home)) meaning, they shall remain in it forever and ever and will 
not want to be removed from it. 



(And Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates or wives)) meaning, from filth, dirt, harm, 
menstruation, post birth bleeding, and other things that affect women in this world. 



(And Allah will be pleased with them) meaning, Allah's pleasure will descend on them and He 
shall never be angry with them after that. This is why Allah said in in Surah Bara' ah, 



(But the pleasure of Allah is greater) 9:72 , meaning, greater than the eternal delight that He 
has granted them. Allah then said, 



(And Allah is All-Seer of the (His) servants) and, He gives each provisions according to what 
they deserve. 



(16. Those who say: "Our Lord! We have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins and save us 
from the punishment of the Fire.") (17. (They are) the patient, the true believers, and obedient 
with sincere devotion in worship to Allah. Those who spend in good and those who pray and 
beg Allah's pardon in the last hours of the night.) 

The Supplication and Description of Al-Muttaqin 

Allah describesthe Muttaqin, His pious servants, whom He promised tremendous rewards, 



(Those who say: "Our Lord! We have indeed believed") in You, Your Book and Your Messenger. 



(so forgive us our sins) because of our faith in You and in what You legislated for us. Therefore, 
forgive us our errors and shortcomings, with Your bounty and mercy, 



(and save us from the punishment of the Fire.) 
Allah then said, 



((They are) those who are patient) while performing acts of obedience and abandoning the 
prohibitions. 



(those who are true) concerning their proclamation of faith, by performing the difficult deeds. 



(and obedient) meaning, they submit and obey Allah, 



(those who spend) from their wealth on all the acts of obedience they were commanded, being 
kind to kith and kin, helping the needy, and comforting the destitute. 



(and those who pray and beg Allah's pardon in the last hours of the night) and this testifies to 
the virtue of seeking Allah's forgiveness in the latter part of the night. It was reported that 
when Ya' qub said to his children, 



(I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you) 12:98 he waited until the latter part of the night 
to say his supplication. 

Furthermore, the Two Sahihs, the Musnad and Sunan collections recorded through several 
Companions that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every night, when the last third of it remains, our Lord, the Blessed, the Superior, descendsto 
the lowest heaven saying, "Is there anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request Is 
there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation Is there anyone seeking My 
forgiveness, so that I may forgive him") 

The Two Sahihs recorded that ' A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah performed Witr during the 
first part, the middle and latter parts of the night. Then, later (in his life), he would perform it 
(only) during the latter part." 'Abdullah bin ' Umar used to pray during the night and would 
ask, "0 NafT I Is it the latter part of the night yet" and if NafT said, "Yes," Ibn ' Umar would 
start supplicating to Allah and seeking His forgiveness until dawn. This Hadith was collected by 
Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(18. Allah bears witness that none has the right to be worshipped but He, and the angels, and 
those having knowledge (also bear witness to this); (He always) maintains His creation in 
justice. None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (19. Truly, 
the religion with Allah is Islam. Those who were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) did 
not differ except out of rivalry, after knowledge had come to them. And whoever disbelieves in 
the Ayat of Allah, then surely, Allah isS/vift in reckoning.) (20. So- if they dispute with you say: 
"I have submitted myself to Allah, and (so have) those who follow me." And say to those who 
were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) and to those who are illiterate (Arab pagans): 
"Do you (also) submit yourselves" If they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your 
duty is only to convey the Message; and Allah seesthe servants.) 



The Testimony of Tawhid 

Allah bears witness, and verily, Allah is sufficient as a Witness, and He is the Most Truthful and 
Just Witness there is; Hisstatement isthe absolute truth, 



(that La ilaha ilia Huwa) meaning, He Alone isthe Lord and God of all creation; everyone and 
everything are His servants, creation and in need of Him. Allah is the Most Rich, Free from 
needing anyone or anything. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down (the Qur'an) unto you (O Muhammad )) 
4:166 . 

Allah then mentioned the testimony of His angels and those who have knowledge after he 
mentioned His own testimony, 



(Allah bears witness that none has the right to be worshipped but He), and the angels, and 
those having knowledge (also bear witness to this)). This Ayah emphasizes the great virtue of 
those who have knowledge. 



((He) maintains His creation in justice) in all that He does, 



(None has the right to be worshipped but He) thus emphasizing this fact, 



(the Almighty, the All-Wise.) the Mighty that does not submit to weakness due to His might and 
greatness, the Wise in all His statements, actions, legislation and decrees. 

The Religion with Allah is Islam 

Allah said, 



(Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.) Allah states that there is no religion accepted with Him 
from any person, except Islam. Islam includes obeying all of the Messengers until Muhammad 
who finalized their commission, thus closing all paths to Allah except through Muhammad . 
Therefore, after Allah sent Muhammad , whoever meets Allah following a path other than 
Muhammad's, it will not be accepted of him. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him) 3:85 . 
In this Ayah 3:19 , Allah said, asserting that the only religion accepted with Him is Islam, 



(Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam.) 

Allah then states that those who were given the Scripture beforehand divided in the religion 
after Allah sent the Messengers and revealed the Books to them providing them the necessary 
proofs to not do so. Allah said, 



(Those who were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) did not differ except out of rivalry, 
after knowledge had come to them.) meaning, some of them wronged others. Therefore, they 
differed over the truth, out of envy, hatred and enmity for each other. This hatred made some 
of them defy those whom they hated even if they were correct. Allah then said, 



(And whoever disbelieves in the Ayat of Allah) meaning, whoever rejects what Allah sent down 
in His Book, 



(then surely, Allah is Swift in reckoning.) Allah will punish him for his rejection, reckon him for 
his denial, and torment him for defying His Book. Thereafter, Allah said. 



(So if they dispute with you (Muhammad )) so if they argue with you about Tawhid, 



(Say: "I have submitted myself to Allah (in Islam), and (so have) those who follow me") 
meaning, Say, 'I have made my worship sincere for Allah Alone without partners, rivals, 
offspring or companion, 



(and those who follow me) who followed my religion and embraced my creed.' In another Ayah, 
Allah said, 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with sure knowledge, I and whosoever 
follows me...") 12:108 . 



Islam is the Religion of Mankind and the Prophet Was Sent to all 

Mankind 

Allah commanded His servant and Messenger, Muhammad , to call the People of the Two 
Scriptures and the unlettered idolators to his religion, way, Law and all that Allah sent him 
with. Allah said, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) and to those who are 
illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you (also) submit yourselves" If they do, they are rightly guided; 
but if they turn away, your duty is only to convey the Message.) meaning, their reckoning is 
with Allah and their return and final destination is to Him. It is He Who guides whom He wills 
and allows whom He wills to stray, and He has the perfect wisdom and the unequivocal proof 
for all of this. This iswhy Allah said, 



(And Allah sees the servants.) for He has perfect knowledge of who deserves to be guided and 
who does not deserve to be guided. Verily, 



(He cannot be questioned for what He does, while they will be questioned.) 21:23 because of 
His perfect wisdom and mercy. This and similar Ayat are clear proofs that the Message of 
Muhammad is universal to all creation, as it is well established in the religion, according to the 
various texts of the Book and Sunnah. For instance, Allah said, 



(Say (O Muhammad ): "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah. 
7:158 , and, 



(Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion to His servant that he may be a warner to the 
x Alamin (mankind and Jinn).) 25:1 . 

The Two Sahihs and other collections of Hadith recorded that the Prophet sent letters to the 
kings of the earth during his time and to different peoples, Arabs and non-Arabs, People of the 
Book and the unlettered, just as Allah had commanded him. " Abdur-Razzaq recorded that 
Ma' mar said, that Hammam said that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! No member of this Ummah, no Jew or Christian, hears of me 
but dies without believing in what I was sent with, but will be among the people of the Fire.) 
Muslim recorded this Hadith. 

The Prophet said, 



« » 

(I was sent to the red and black. ) and, 



» 



« 



(A Prophet used to be sent to his people, but I was sent to all mankind.) 



(21. Verily, those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah and kill the Prophets without right, and 
kill those men who order just dealings, then announce to them a painful torment.) (22. They 
are those whose works will be lost in this world and in the Hereafter, and they will have no 
helpers.) 

Chastising the Jews for Their Disbelief and for Killing the Prophets 

and Righteous People 

This Ayah chastises the People of the Book for the transgression and prohibitions they 
committed by their denials in the past and more recent times, of Allah's Ayat and the 
Messengers. They did this due to their defiance and rejection of the Messengers, denial of the 
truth and refusal to follow it. They also killed many Prophets when they conveyed to them 
what Allah legislated for them, without cause or criminal behavior committed by these 
Prophets, for they only called them to the truth, 



(And kill those men who order just dealings) thus, demonstrating the worst type of arrogance. 
Indeed, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Kibr (arrogance) is refusing the truth and degrading people) 

This is why when they rejected the truth and acted arrogantly towards the creation, Allah 
punished them with humiliation and disgrace in this life, and humiliating torment in the 
Hereafter. Allah said, 



(then announce to them a painful torment) meaning, painful and humiliating, 



(They are those whose works will be lost in this world and in the Hereafter, and they will have 
no helpers. ). 



(23. Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Scripture They are being 
invited to the Book of Allah to settle their dispute, then a party of them turned away, and they 
are averse.) (24. This is because they say: "The Fire shall not touch us but for a number of 
days." And that which they used to invent in their religion has deceived them.) (25. How (will it 
be) when We gather them together on the Day about which there is no doubt (i.e. the Day of 
Resurrection). And each person will be paid in full what he has earned And they will not be 
dealt with unjustly.) 

Chastising the People of the Book for Not Referring to the Book of 

Allah for Judgment 

Allah criticizes the Jews and Christians who claim to follow their Books, the Tawrah and the 
Injil, because when they are called to refer to these Books where Allah commanded them to 
follow Muhammad , they turn away with aversion. This censure and criticism from Allah was all 
because of their defiance and rejection. Allah said next, 



(This is because they say: "The Fire shall not touch us but for a number of days.") meaning, 
what made them dare to challenge and defy the truth is their false claim that Allah will only 
punish them for seven days in the Fire, a day for every one thousand years in this life. We 
mentioned this subject in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. 

Allah then said, 



(And that which they used to invent regarding their religion has deceived them.) meaning, 
what caused them to remain on their false creed is that they deceived themselves, believing 
that the Fire will only touch them for a few days for their errors. However, it is they who have 
invented this notion, and Allah did not grant them authority to support this claim. Allah said, 
while threatening and warning them, 



(How (will it be) when We gather them together on the Day about which there is no doubt (i. e. 
the Day of Resurrection).) meaning, what will their condition be like after they have uttered 
this lie about Allah, rejected His Messengers and killed His Prophets and their scholars who 
enjoined righteousness and forbade evil Allah will ask them about all this and punish them for 
what they have done. This is why Allah said, 



(How (will it be) when We gather them together on the Day about which there is no doubt.) 
meaning, there is no doubt that this Day will come, 



(And each person will be paid in full what he has earned And they will not be dealt with 
unjustly.). 



(26. Say: "0 Allah! Possessor of the power, You give power to whom You will, and You take 
power from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom 
You will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are able to do all things.) (27. You make the 
night to enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night, You bring the living 
out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth and sustenance 
to whom You will, without limit.) 



Encouraging Gratitude 

Allah said, 



(Say) Muhammad , while praising your Lord, thanking Him, relying in all matters upon Him 
and trusting in Him. 



(0 Allah! Possessor of the power) meaning, all sovereignty is Yours, 



(You give power to whom You will, and You take power from whom You will, and You endue 
with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will.) meaning, You are the Giver, You 
are the Taker, it is Your will that occurs and whatever You do not will, does not occur. This 
Ayah encourages thanking Allah for the favors He granted His Messenger and his Ummah. Allah 
transferred the prophethood from the Children of Israel to the Arab, Qurashi, Makkan, 
unlettered Prophet, the Final and Last of all Prophets and the Messenger of Allah to all 
mankind and Jinn. Allah endowed the Prophet with the best of qualities from the prophets 
before him. Allah also granted him extra qualities that no other Prophet or Messenger before 
him was endowed with, such as granting him (more) knowledge of Allah and His Law, 
knowledge of more of the matters of the past and the future, such as what will occur in the 
Hereafter. Allah allowed Muhammad's Ummah to reach the eastern and western parts of the 
world and gave dominance to his religion and Law over all other religions and laws. May Allah's 



peace and blessings be on the Prophet until the Day of Judgment, and as long as the day and 
night succeed each other. This is why Allah said, 



(Say: "0 Allah! Possessor of the power,") meaning, You decide what You will concerning Your 
creation and You do what you will. Allah refutes those who thought that they could decide for 
Allah, 



(And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns (Makkah 
andTa'if)") 43:31 . 

Allah refuted them by saying, 



(Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of your Lord) 43:32 , meaning, "We decide for Our 
creation what We will, without resistance or hindrance by anyone. We have the perfect wisdom 
and the unequivocal proof in all of this, and We give the prophethood to whom We will." 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(Allah knows best with whom to place His Message) and, 



(See how We prefer one above another (in this world)) 17: 21 
Allah said, 



(You make the night enter into the day, and You make the day enter into the night) meaning, 
You take from the length of one of them and add it to the shortness of the other, so that they 
become equal, and take from the length of one of them and add it to the other so that they 



are not equal. This occurs throughout the seasons of the year: spring, summer, fall and winter. 
Allah's statement, 



(You bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living.) means, You 
bring out the seed from the plant and the plant from the seed; the date from its seed and the 
date's seed from the date; the faithful from the disbeliever and the disbeliever from the 
faithful; the chicken from the egg and the egg from the chicken, etc. 



(And You give wealth and sustenance to whom You will, without limit.) meaning, You give 
whomever You will innumerable amounts of wealth while depriving others from it, out of 
wisdom, and justice. 



(28. Let not the believers take the disbelievers as friends instead of the believers, and whoever 
does that, will never be helped by Allah in any way, unless you indeed fear a danger from 
them. And Allah warns you against Himself, and to Allah is the final return.) 



The Prohibition of Supporting the Disbelievers 

Allah prohibited His believing servants from becoming supporters of the disbelievers, or to take 
them as comrades with whom they develop friendships, rather than the believers. Allah warned 
against such behavior when He said, 



(And whoever does that, will never be helped by Allah in any way) meaning, whoever commits 
this act that Allah has prohibited, then Allah will discard him. Similarly, Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as friends, showing affection 
towardsthem), until, 



(And whosoever of you does that, then indeed he has gone astray from the straight path.) 
60:1 .Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Take not for friends disbelievers instead of believers. Do you wish to offer 
Allah a manifest proof against yourselves) 4:144 , and, 



(0 you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as friends, they are but friends of 
each other. And whoever befriendsthem, then surely, he isone of them.) 5:51 . 

Allah said, after mentioning the fact that the faithful believers gave their support to the 
faithful believers among the Muhajirin, Ansar and Bedouins, 



(And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, (and) if you do not behave the same, there 
will be Fitnah and oppression on the earth, and a great mischief and corruption.) 8:73 . 

Allah said next, 



(unless you indeed fear a danger from them) meaning, except those believers who in some 
areas or times fear for their safety from the disbelievers. In this case, such believers are 
allowed to show friendship to the disbelievers outwardly, but never inwardly. For instance, Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' said, "We smile in the face of some people although our 
hearts curse them." Al-Bukhari said that Al-Hasan said, "The Tuqyah is allowed until the Day of 
Resurrection." Allah said, 



(And Allah warns you against Himself.) meaning, He warns you against His anger and the severe 
torment He prepared for those who give their support to His enemies, and those who have 
enmity with His friends, 



(And to Allah is the final return) meaning, the return is to Him and He will reward or punish 
each person according to their deeds. 



(29. Say: "Whether you hide what is in your breasts or reveal it, Allah knows it, and He knows 
what is in the heavens and what is in the earth. And Allah is able to do all things.") (30. On the 
Day when every person will be confronted with the good he has done, and all the evil he has 
done, he will wish that there were a great distance between him and his evil. And Allah warns 
you against Himself and Allah is full of kindness with the servants.) 

Allah Knows What the Hearts Conceal 

Allah tells His servants that He knows the secrets and apparent matters and that nothing 
concerning them escapes His observation. Rather, His knowledge encompasses them in all 
conditions, time frames, days and instances. His knowledge encompasses all that is in heaven 
and earth, and nothing not even the weight of an atom, or what is smaller than that in the 
earth, seas and mountains, escapes His observation. Indeed, 



(And Allah is able to do all things.) and His ability encompasses everything. This Ayah alerts 
Allah's servants that they should fear Him enough to not commit what He prohibits and dislikes, 
for He has perfect knowledge in all they do and is able to punish them promptly. And He gives 
respite to some of them, then He punishes them, and He is Swift and Mighty in taking account. 
This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has done,) meaning, on 
the Day of Resurrection, Allah brings the good and evil deeds before the servant, just as He 
said, 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind.) 75:13 . 

When the servant sees his good deeds, he becomes happy and delighted. When he sees the evil 
deeds he committed, he becomes sad and angry. Then he will wish that he could disown his 
evil work and that a long distance separated it from him. He will also say to the devil who used 
to accompany him in this life, and who used to encourage him to do evil; 



("Would that between me and you were the distance of the two easts a horrible companion 
(indeed)!) 43:38 . 

Allah then said, while threatening and warning, 



(And Allah warns you against Himself) meaning, He warns you against His punishment. Allah 
then said, while bringing hope to His servants, so that they do not despair from His mercy or 
feel hopeless of His kindness, 



(And Allah is full of kindness with the servants) 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Allah is so kind with them that He warns them against Himself." Others 
commented, "He is merciful with His creation and likes for them to remain on His straight path 
and chosen religion, and to follow His honorable Messenger." 



(31. Say (0 Muhammad to mankind): "If you (really) love Allah, then follow me (i.e. 
Muhammad), Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.") (32. Say: "Obey Allah and the Messenger." But if they turn away, then Allah does not 
like the disbelievers.) 

Allah's Love is Attained by Following the Messenger 

This honorable Ayah judges against those who claim to love Allah, yet do not follow the way of 
Muhammad . Such people are not true in their claim until they follow the Sharf ah (Law) of 
Muhammad and his religion in all his statements, actions and conditions. It is recorded in the 
Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Whoever commits an act that does not conform with our matter (religion), then it will be 
rejected of him.) 

This is why Allah said here, 



(Say (0 Muhammad to mankind): "If you (really) love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love 
you...") meaning, what you will earn is much more than what you sought in loving Him, for 
Allah will love you. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and several scholars among the Salaf commented, "Some 
people claimed that they love Allah. So Allah tested them with this Ayah; 



(Say (0 Muhammad to mankind): "If you (really) love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love 
you..."). " 

Allah then said, 



("And forgive you your sins. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") meaning, by your 
following the Messenger , you will earn all this with the blessing of his mission. Allah next 
commands everyone, 



(Say: "Obey Allah and the Messenger." But if they turn away) by defying the Prophet , 



(then Allah does not like the disbelievers.) thus, testifying that defiance of the Messenger's way 
constitutes Kufr. Indeed, Allah does not like whoever does this, even if he claims that he loves 
Allah and seeks a means of approach to Him, unless, and until, he follows the unlettered 
Prophet, the Final Messenger from Allah to the two creations: mankind and the Jinn. This isthe 
Prophet who, if the previous Prophets and mighty Messengers were to have been alive during 
his time, they would have no choice but to follow, obey him, and to abide by his Law. We will 
mention this fact when we explain the Ayah, 



(And (remember) when Allah took the Covenant of the Prophets) 3:81 , Allah willing. 



(33. Allah chose Adam, Nuh (Noah), the family of Ibrahim and the family of ' Imran above the 
nations.) (34. Offspring, one of the other, and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 



The Chosen Ones Among the People of the Earth 

Allah states that He has chosen these households over the people of the earth. For instance, 
Allah chose Adam, created him with His Hand and blew life into him. Allah commanded the 
angels to prostrate before Adam, taught him the names of everything and allowed him to dwell 
in Paradise, but then sent him down from it out of His wisdom. Allah chose Nuh and made him 
the first Messenger to the people of the earth, when the people worshipped idols and 
associated others with Allah in worship. Allah avenged the way Nuh was treated, for he kept 
calling his people day and night, in public and in secret, for a very long time. However, his 
calling them only made them shun him more, and this is when Nuh supplicated against them. 
So Allah caused them to drown, and none among them was saved, except those who followed 
the religion that Allah sent to Nuh. Allah also chose the household of Ibrahim, including the 
master of all mankind, and the Final Prophet, Muhammad, peace be upon him. Allah also chose 
the household of " Imran, the father of Marym bint x Imran, the mother of ' Isa, peace be upon 
them. So " Isa is from the offspring of Ibrahim, as we will mention in the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
An' am, Allah willing, and our trust is in Him. 



(35. (Remember) when the wife of ' Imran said: "0 my Lord! I have vowed to You what is in my 
womb to be dedicated for Your services, so accept this from me. Verily, You are the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knowing.") (36. Then when she gave birth to her, she said: "0 my Lord! I have 
given birth to a female child, and Allah knew better what she bore, "And the male is not 
like the female, and I have named her Maryam, and I seek refuge with You for her and for her 
offspring from Shaytan, the outcast.") 



The Story of Maryam's Birth 

The wife of " Imran mentioned here is the mother of Maryam, and her name is Hannah bint 
Faqudh. Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned that Hannah could not have children and that one 
day, she saw a bird feeding its chick. She wished she could have children and supplicated to 
Allah to grant her offspring. Allah accepted her supplication, and when her husband slept with 
her, she became pregnant. She vowed to make her child concentrate on worship and serving 
Bayt Al-Maqdis (the Masjid in Jerusalem), when she became aware that she was pregnant. She 
said, 



(0 my Lord! I have vowed to You what is in my womb to be dedicated for Your services, so 
accept this from me. Verily, You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knowing.) meaning, You hear my 
supplication and You know my intention. She did not know then what she would give birth to, a 
male or a female. 



(Then when she gave birth to her, she said: "0 my Lord! I have given birth to a female child, 
and Allah knew better what she bore.) 



(And the male is not like the female,) in strength and the commitment to worship Allah and 
serve the Masjid in Jerusalem. 



(And I have named her Maryam,) thus, testifying to the fact that it is allowed to give a name to 
the newly born the day it is born, as is apparent from the Ayah, which is also a part of the law 
of those who were before us. Further, the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah mentioned that the 
Prophet said, 



« » 

(This night, a son was born for me and I called him by my father's name, Ibrahim.) Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim collected this Hadith. 

They also recorded that Anas bin Malik brought his newborn brother to the Messenger of Allah 
who chewed a piece of date and put it in the child's mouth and called him 'Abdullah. Qher 
new born infants were also given names on the day they were born. 

Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, that Samurah bin Jundub said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Every new born boy held in security by his * Aqiqah, until his seventh day, a sacrifice is offered 
on his behalf, he is given a name, and the hair on his head is shaved.) 

This Hadith was collected by Ahmad and the collectors of the Sunan, and was graded Sahih by 
At-Tirmidhi. We should mention that another narration for this Hadith contained the wording, 
"and blood is offered on his behalf," which is more famous and established than the former 
narration, and Allah knows best. 

Allah's statement that Maryam's mother said, 



("...And I seek refuge with You for her and for her offspring from Shaytan, the outcast.") 
means, that she sought refuge with Allah from the evil of Shaytan, for her and her offspring, 
i.e., x Isa, peace be upon him. Allah accepted her supplication, for ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Every newly born baby is touched by Shaytan when it is born, and the baby starts crying 
because of thistouch, except Maryam and her son.) 

Abu Hurayrah then said, "Read if you will, 



(And I seek refuge with You for her and for her offspring from Shaytan, the outcast)." The Two 
Sahihs recorded this Hadith. 



(37. So her Lord (Allah) accepted her with goodly acceptance. He made her grow in a good 
manner and put her under the care of Zakariyya. Every time he entered the Mihrab to (visit) 
her, he found her supplied with sustenance. He said: "0 Maryam! From where have you gotten 
this" She said, "This is from Allah." Verily, Allah provides sustenance to whom He wills, without 
limit.) 

Maryam Grows Up; Her Honor is with Allah 

Allah st at est hat He has accepted Maryam as a result of her mother's vow and that He, 



(made her grow in a good manner) meaning, made her conduct becoming, her mannerism 
delightful and He made her well liked among people. He also made her accompany the 
righteous people, so that she learned righteousness, knowledge and religion. 



(And put her under the care of Zakariyya) meaning, Allah made Zakariyya her sponsor. Allah 
made Zakariyya Maryam's guardian for her benefit, so that she would learn from his 



tremendous knowledge and righteous conduct. He was the husband of her maternal aunt, as Ibn 
Ishaq and Ibn Jarir stated, or her brother-in-law, as mentioned in the Sahih, 



« » 

(I saw John and ' Isa, who are maternal cousins.) 

We should state that in general terms, what Ibn Ishaq said is plausible, and in this case, 
Maryam was under the care of her maternal aunt. The Two Sahihs recorded that the Messenger 
of Allah decided that ' Amarah, the daughter of Hamzah, be raised by her maternal aunt, the 
wife of J a* far bin Abi Talib, saying, 



« » 

(The maternal aunt isjust like the mother.) 

Allah then emphasizes Maryam's honor and virtue at the place of worship she attended, 



(Every time he entered the Mihrab to (visit) her, he found her supplied with sustenance.) 

Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Ash-ShaMha, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, * Atiyah AI-* Awfi and As-Suddi said, "He would find with her the 
fruits of the summer during winter, and the fruits of the winter during summer." When 
Zakariyya would see this; d 



(He said: "0 Maryam! From where have you gotten this") meaning, where did you get these 
fruitsfrom 



(She said, "This is from Allah." Verily, Allah provides sustenance to whom He wills, without 
limit.) 



(38. At that time Zakariyya invoked his Lord, saying: "0 my Lord! Grant me from You, a good 
offspring. You are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation.") (39. Then the angels called him, while 
he was standing in prayer in the Mihrab, (saying): "Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya, 
believing in the Word from Allah, and Sayyidan, and Hasuran, a Prophet, from among the 
righteous.") (40. He said: "0 my Lord! How can I have a son when I am very old, and my wife is 
barren" (Allah) said: "Thus Allah does what He wills.") (41. He said: "O my Lord! Make a sign for 
me." (Allah) said: "Your sign is that you shall not speak to the people for three days except by 
signals. And remember your Lord much, and glorify (Him) in the afternoon and in the 
morning.") 

The Supplication of Zakariyya, and the Good News of Yahya's Birth 

When Zakariyya saw that Allah provided sustenance for Maryam by giving her the fruits of 
winter in summer and the fruits of summer in winter, he was eager to have a child of his own. 
By then, Zakariyya had become an old man, his bones feeble and his head full of gray hair. His 
wife was an old women who was barren. Yet, he still supplicated to Allah and called Him in 
secret , 



(0 my Lord! Grant me from Ladunka,) from You, 



(A good offspring) meaning, a righteous offspring, 



(You are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation.) Allah said, 



(Then the angels called him, while he was standing in prayer in the Mihrab,) meaning, the 
angels spoke to him directly while he was secluded, standing in prayer at his place of worship. 
Allah told us about the good news that the angels delivered to Zakariyya, 



(Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya, ) of a child from your offspring, his name is Yahya. 
Qatadah and other scholars said that he was called Yahya (literally, ' he lives') because Allah 
filled his life with faith. 

Allah said next, 



(believing in the Word from Allah) AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, and also Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, 'Ikrimah, Mujahid, Abu Ash-Sha'tha, As-Suddi, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, and 
several others said that the Ayah, 



(believing in the Word from Allah) means, "Believing in x Isa, son of Maryam." 

Abu AI-' Aliyah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Qatadah and Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Allah's statement, 



(And Sayyidan) means, a wise man. Ibn 'Abbas, Ath-Thawri and Ad-Dahhak said that Sayyidan 
means, "The noble, wise and pious man." Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said that Sayyid is the scholar 



and Faqih. ' Atiyah said that Sayyid isthe man noble in behavior and piety. ' Ikrimah said that it 
refers to a person who is not overcome by anger, while Ibn Zayd said that it refers to the noble 
man. Mujahid said that Sayyidan means, honored by Allah. 

Allah's statement, 



(And Hasuran) does not mean he refrains from sexual relations with women, but that he is 
immune from illegal sexual relations. This does not mean that he does not marry women and 
have legal sexual relations with them, for Zakariyya said in his supplication for the benefit of 
Yahya, 



(Grant me from You, a good offspring), meaning, grant me a son who will have offspring, and 
Allah knows best. 

Allah's statement, 



(A Prophet, from among the righteous) delivers more good news of sending Yahya as Prophet 
after the good news that he will be born. This good news was even better than the news of 
Yahya's birth. In a similar statement, Allah said to the mother of Musa, 



(Verily, We shall bring him back to you, and shall make him one of the Messengers.) 28:7 

When Zakariyya heard the good news, he started contemplating about having children at his 
age. He said, 



("0 my Lord! How can I have a son when I am very old, and my wife is barren" (He) said, 
meaning the angel said, 



("Thus Allah does what He wills.") meaning, this is Allah's matter, He is so Mighty that nothing 
escapes His power, nor is anything beyond His ability. 



(He said: "0 my Lord! Make a sign for me") meaning make a sign that alerts me that the child 
will come, 



((Allah) said: "Your sign is that you shall not speak to the people for three days except by 
signals.") meaning, you will not be able to speak except with signals, although you are not 
mute. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(For three nights, though having no bodily defect.) 19:10 

Allah then commanded Zakariyyato supplicate, thank and praise Him often in that condition, 



(And remember your Lord much and glorify (Him) in the afternoon and in the morning. ) 

We will elaborate more on this subject in the beginning of Surah Maryam (chapter 19), Allah 
willing. 



(42. And (remember) when the angels said: "0 Maryam! Verily, Allah has chosen you, purified 
you, and chosen you above the women of the nations.") (43. "0 Maryam! Submit yourself with 
obedience (Aqnuti) to your Lord and prostrate yourself, and bow down along with Ar-Rakr in.") 
(44. This is a part of the news of the Ghayb (Unseen) which We reveal to you. You were not 
with them, when they cast lots with their pens as to which of them should be charged with the 
care of Maryam; nor were you with them when they disputed.) 



The Virtue of Maryam Over the Women of Her Time 

Allah states that the angels spoke to Maryam by His command and told her that He chose her 
because of her service to Him, because of her modesty, honor, innocence, and conviction. 
Allah also chose her because of her virtue over the women of the world. At-Tirmidhi recorded 
that " Ali bin Abi Talib said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 
« 



(The best woman (in her time) was Maryam, daughter of ' Imran, and the best woman (of the 
Prophet'stime) is Khadijah (his wife), daughter of Khuwaylid.)" 

The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Musa AI-AslY ari said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Many men achieved perfection, but among women, only Maryam the daughter of ' Imran and 
Asiah, the wife of Fir" awn, achieved perfection.) 

The Six -- with the exception of Abu Dawud - recorded it. Al-Bukhari's wording for it reads, 



» 



« 

(Many men reached the level of perfection, but no woman reached such a level except Asiah, 
the wife of Fir' awn, and Maryam, the daughter of ' Imran. The superiority of ' A'ishah (his wife) 
to other women, is like the superiority of Tharid (meat and bread dish) to other meals.) 

We mentioned the various chains of narration and wordings for this Hadith in the story of " Isa, 
son of Maryam, in our book, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, all the thanks are due to Allah. 

Allah states that the angels commanded Maryam to increase acts of worship, humbleness, 
submission, prostration, bowing, and so forth, so that she would acquire what Allah had 
decreed for her, as a test for her. Yet, this test also earned her a higher grade in this life and 
the Hereafter, for Allah demonstrated His might by creating a son inside her without male 
intervention. Allah said, 



("0 Maryam! Submit yourself with obedience (Aqnuti) and prostrate yourself, and bow down 
along with Ar-Rakr in.") 

As for Qunut (Aqnuti in the Ayah), it means to submit with humbleness. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 



(Nay, to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth, and all surrender with obedience 
(Qanitun) to Him.) 2:116 

Allah next said to His Messenger after He mentioned Maryam's story, 



(This is a part of the news of the Ghayb which We reveal.) "and narrate to you (0 Muhammad ), 



(You were not with them, when they cast lots with their pens as to which of them should be 
charged with the care of Maryam; nor were you with them when they disputed.) meaning, "You 
were not present, Muhammad, when this occurred, so you cannot narrate what happened to 
the people as an eye witness. Rather, Allah disclosed these facts to you as if you were a 
witness, when they conducted a lottery to choose the custodian of Maryam, seeking the reward 
of this good deed." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that ' Ikrimah said, "Maryam's mother left with Maryam, carrying her in her 
infant cloth, and took her to the rabbis from the offspring of Aaron, the brother of Musa. They 
were responsible for taking care of Bayt Al-Maqdis (the Masjid) at that time, just as there were 
those who took care of the Ka'bah. Maryam's mother said to them, 'Take this child whom I 
vowed to serve the Masjid , I have set her free, since she is my daughter, for no menstruating 
woman should enter the Masjid, and I shall not take her back home.' They said, 'She is the 
daughter of our Imam,' as ' Imran used to lead them in prayer, 'who took care of our sacrificial 
rituals.' Zakariyya said, 'Give her to me, for her maternal aunt is my wife.' They said, 'Our 
hearts cannot bear that you take her, for she is the daughter of our Imam.' So they conducted a 
lottery with the pens with which they wrote the Tawrah, and Zakariyya won the lottery and 
took Maryam into his care.'". ' Ikrimah, As-Suddi, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, and several 
others said that the rabbis went into the Jordan river and conducted a lottery there, deciding 
to throw their pens into the river. The pen that remained afloat and idle would indicate that 
its owner would take care of Maryam. When they threw their pens into the river, the water 
took all the pens under, except Zakariyya's pen, which remained afloat in its place. Zakariyya 
was also their master, chief, scholar, Imam and Prophet, may Allah's peace and blessings be on 
him and the rest of the Prophets. 



(45. (Remember) when the angels said: "0 Maryam! Verily, Allah gives you the glad tidings of a 
Word from Him, his name will be Al-Masih, " Isa, the son of Maryam, held in honor in this world 
and in the Hereafter, and he will be one of those who are near to Allah.") (46. "He will speak to 
the people, in the cradle and in manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.") (47. She said: 
"O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has touched me." He said: "So (it will be) for 
Allah creates what He wills. When He has decreed something, He says to it only: 'Be! and it 
is.") 

Delivering the Good News to Maryam of ' Isa's Birth 

This Ayah contains the glad tidings the angels brought to Maryam that she would give birth to a 
mighty son who will have a great future. Allah said, 



((Remember) when the angels said: "0 Maryam! Verily, Allah gives you the glad tidings of a 
Word from Him,) a son who will come into existence with a word from Allah, * Be', and he was. 
This is the meaning of Allah's statement (about Yahya) 



(Believing in the Word from Allah.) 3:39 , according to the majority of the scholars. 



(His name will be Al-Masih, ' Isa, the son of Maryam) and he will be known by this name in this 
life, especially by the believers. x Isa was called "Al-Masih" (the Messiah) because when he 
touched (Mash) those afflicted with an illness, they would be healed by Allah's leave. Allah's 
statement, 



(* Isa, the son of Maryam) relates' Isa to his mother, because he did not have a father. 



(Held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to 
Allah.) meaning, he will be a leader and honored by Allah in this life, because of the Law that 
Allah will reveal to him, sending down the Scripture to him, along with the other bounties that 
Allah will grant him with. * Isa will be honored in the Hereafter and will intercede with Allah, 
by His leave, on behalf of some people, just as is the case with his brethren the mighty 
Messengers of Allah, peace be upon them all. 



' Isa Spoke When He was Still in the Cradle 

Allah said, 



(He will speak to the people, in the cradle and in manhood,) calling to the worship of Allah 
Alone without partners, while still in the cradle, as a miracle from Allah, and when he is a 
man, by Allah's revelation to him. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(No infant spoke in the cradle except ' Isa and the companion of Jurayj .) 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 

: » 

« 

(No infant spoke in the cradle except three, ' Isa, the boy during the time of Jurayj, and 
another boy.) 



(And he will be one of the righteous.) in his statements and actions, for he will possess, pure 
knowledge and righteous works. 



' Isa was Created Without a Father 

When Maryam heard the good newsthat the angels conveyed from Allah, she said; 



("0 my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has touched me.") 

Mary said, "How can I have a son while I did not marry, nor intend to marry, nor am I an 
indecent woman, may Allah forbid" The angel conveyed to Maryam, Allah's answer, 



(So (it will be) for Allah creates what He wills.) 

He is Mighty in power and nothing escapes His ability. Allah used the word 'create' here instead 
of the word 'does' as in the tale about Zakariyya 3:40 , to eradicate any evil thought 
concerning ' Isa. Allah next emphasized this fact when He said, 



(When He has decreed something, He says to it only: "Be! and it is.) meaning, what Allah 
wills, comes into existence instantly and without delay. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.) 54:50 , meaning, "We only 
issue the command once, and it comes into existence instantly, as fast as, and faster than, a 
blink of the eye. " 



(48. And He will teach him the Book and Al-Hikmah, and the Tawrah and the Injil.) (49. And 
will make him a Messenger to the Children of Israel (saying): "I have come to you with a sign 
from your Lord, that I design for you out of clay, a figure like that of a bird, and breathe into 
it, and it becomes a bird by Allah's leave; and I heal the blind, and the leper, and I bring the 
dead to life by Allah's leave. And I inform you of what you eat, and what you store in your 
houses. Surely, therein is a sign for you, if you believe.") (50. "(And I have come) confirming 
that which was before me of the Tawrah, and to make lawful to you part of what was 
forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a proof from your Lord. So have Taqwa of Allah 
and obey me.") (51. "Truly, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him (Alone). This is the 
straight path.") 



The Description of ' Isa and the Miracles He Performed 

Allah states that the good news brought to Maryam about ' Isa was even better because Allah 
would teach him, 



(the Book and Al-Hikmah). It appears that the 'Book' the Ayah mentioned here refers to 
writing. We explained the meaning of Al-Hikmah in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. 



(the Tawrah and the Injil). The Tawrah is the Book that Allah sent down to Musa, son of 
' Imran, while the Injil is what Allah sent down to " Isa, son of Maryam, peace be upon them, 
and ' Isa memorized both Books. Allah's statement, 



(And will make him a Messenger to the Children of Israel) means, that Allah will send " Isa as a 
Messenger to the Children of Israel, proclaiming to them, 



(I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I design for you out of clay, a figure like 
that of a bird, and breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah's leave). These are the 
miracles that ' Isa performed; he used to make the shape of a bird from clay and blow into it, 
and it became a bird by Allah's leave. Allah made this a miracle for ' Isa to testify that He had 
sent him. 



(And I heal him who is Akmah) meaning, 'a person who was born blind,' which perfects this 
miracle and makes the challenge more daring. 



(And the leper) which is a known disease, 



(And I bring the dead to life by Allah's leave). 

Many scholars stated that Allah sent every Prophet with a miracle suitable to his time. For 
instance, in the time of Musa, magic was the trade of the time, and magicians held a high 
position. So Allah sent Musa with a miracle that captured the eyes and bewildered every 
magician. When the magicians realized that Musa's miracle came from the Almighty, Most 
Great, they embraced Islam and became pious believers. As for' Isa, he was sent during a time 
when medicine and knowledge in physics were advancing. ' Isa brought them the types of 
miracles that could not be performed, except by one sent by Allah. How can any physician 
bring life to clay, cure blindness and leprosy and bring back to life those entrapped in the 
grave Muhammad was sent during the time of eloquent people and proficient poets. He brought 
them a Book from Allah; if mankind and the Jinn tried to imitate ten chapters, or even one 
chapter of it, they will utterly fail in this task, even if they tried to do it by collective 



cooperation. This is because the Qur'an is the Word of Allah and is nothing like that of the 
creatures. 

' Isa's statement, 



(And I inform you of what you eat, and what you store in your houses) means, I tell you about 
what one of you has just eaten and what he is keeping in his house for tomorrow. 



(Surely, therein), all these miracles, 



(is a sign for you) testifying to the truth of what I was sent to you with, 



(If you believe. And I have come confirming that which was before me of the Tawrah,) 
affirming the Tawrah and upholding it, 



(and to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you.) 

This part of the Ayah indicates that ' Isa abrogated some of the Laws of the Tawrah and 
informed the Jews of the truth regarding some issues that they used to dispute about. In 
another Ayah; 



(And in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in which you differ) 43:63 
x Isa said next, 



(And I have come to you with a proof from your Lord.) "Containing affirmation and evidence to 
the truth of what I am conveying to you." 



(So have Taqwa of Allah and obey me. Truly, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him 
(Alone).) for I and you are equal in our servitude, submission and humblenessto Him, 



(This is the straight path.) 



(52. Then when ' Isa came to know of their disbelief, he said: "Who will be my helpers in Allah's 
cause" Al-Hawariyyun said: "We are the helpers of Allah; we believe in Allah, and bear witness 
that we are Muslims.") (53. "Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent down, and we follow 
the Messenger ' Isa ; so write us down among those who bear witness.") (54. And they 
(disbelievers) plotted and Allah planned too. And Allah is the Best of those who plot) 

The Disciples Give Their Support to ' Isa 

Allah said, 



(Then when ' Isa came to know), meaning, ' Isa felt that they were adamant in disbelief and 
continuing in misguidance. He said to them, 



(Who will be my helper in Allah's cause) Mujahid commented, "Meaning, who would follow me 
to Allah" However, it appears that " Isa was asking, "Who would help me convey the Message of 
Allah" 

The Prophet said during the Hajj season, before the Hij rah, 



» 



« 



(Who will give me asylum so that I can convey the Speech of my Lord, for the Quraysh have 
prevented me from conveying the Speech of my Lord.) until he found the Ansar. The Ansar 
helped the Prophet and gave him refuge. He later migrated to them, they comforted the 
Prophet and protected him from all his enemies, may Allah be pleased with them all. This is 
similar to what happened with ' Isa, for some of the Children of Israel believed in him, gave 
him their aid and support and followed the light that was sent with him. This is why Allah said 
about them; 



(Al-Hawariyyun said: "We are the helpers of Allah; we believe in Allah, and bear witness that 
we are Muslims. Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent down, and we follow the 
Messenger; so write us down among those who bear witness.") Hawari in Arabic - means 
'support'. The Two Sahihs recorded that when the Prophet encouraged the people to fight 
during the battle of Al-Ahzab, Az-Zubayr came forward, and again, when the Prophet asked for 
fighters a second time. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Every Prophet has a Hawari, and Az-Zubayr is my Hawari) 



Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said about, 



(so write us down among those who bear witness) "Meaning among the Ummah of Muhammad." 
This Hadith has a good chain of narration 

The Jews Plot to Kill Isa 

Allah states that the Children of Israel tried to kill ' Isa by conspiring to defame him and crucify 
him. They complained about him to the king who was a disbeliever. They claimed that ' Isa was 
a man who misguided people, discouraged them from obeying the king, caused division, and 
separated between man and his own son. They also said other lies about ' Isa, which they will 
carry on their necks, including accusing him of being an illegitimate son. The king became 
furious and sent his men to capture ' Isa to torture and crucify him. When they surrounded 
' Isa's home and he thought that they would surely capture him, Allah saved him from them, 
raising him up from the house to heaven. Allah put the image of ' Isa on a man who was in the 
house; when the unjust people went in the house while it was still dark, they thought that he 
was' Isa. They captured that man, humiliated and crucified him. They also placed thorns on his 
head. However, Allah deceived these people. He saved and raised His Prophet from them, 
leaving them in disarray in the darkness of their transgression, thinking that they had 
successfully achieved their goal. Allah made their hearts hard, and defiant of the truth, 
disgracing them in such disgrace that it will remain with them until the Day of Resurrection. 
This is why Allah said, 



(And they plotted, and Allah planned too. And Allah isthe Best of those who plot.) 



t (55. And (remember) when Allah said: "0 * Isa! I will take you and raise you to Myself and 
purify save you from those who disbelieve, and I will make those who follow you superior to 
those who disbelieve till the Day of Resurrection. Then you will return to Me and I will judge 
between you in the matters in which you used to dispute." (56. "As to those who disbelieve, I 
will punish them with severe torment in this world and in the Hereafter, and they will have no 
helpers.") (57. And as for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, Allah will pay them 
their reward in full. And Allah does not like the wrongdoers.) (58. This is what We recite to you 
of the verses and the Wise Reminder.) 



Meaning of ' Take You 

Allah said, 



(I will take you and raise you to Myself) while you are asleep. Allah said in a similar Ayat, 



(It is He Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep).) 6:60 , and, 



(It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, and those that die not during 
their sleep.) 39:42 . 

The Messenger of Allah used to recite the following words when he would awaken; 

» 

« 



(All the thanks are due to Allah Who brought us back to life after He had caused us to die 
(sleep), and the Return is to Him). 

Allah said, 



(And because of their disbelief and allegations against Maryam and because of their saying "We 
killed Al-Masih Msa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah, but they killed him not, nor 
crucified him, but it appeared that way to them) until, 



(For surely; they killed him not But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All- 
Powerful, All-Wise. And there is none of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) but 
must believe in him before his death. And on the Day of Resurrection, he Msa will be a 
witness against them.) 4:156-159 

x His death' refers to ' Isa, and the Ayah means that the People of the Book will believe in ' Isa, 
before " Isa dies. This will occur when Msa comes back to this world before the Day of 
Resurrection, as we will explain. By that time, all the People of the Book will believe in " Isa, 
for he will annul the Jizyah and he will only accept Islam from people. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Al-Hasan said that Allah's statement, 



(I will take you) is in reference to sleep, for Allah raised ' Isa while he was asleep. 

Altering the Religion of ' Isa 

Allah said, 



(And purify save you from those who disbelieve) by raising you to heaven, 



(And I will make those who follow you superior to those who disbelieve, till the Day of 
Resurrection) 

This is what happened. When Allah raised x Isa to heaven, his followers divided into sects and 
groups. Some of them believed in what Allah sent ' Isa as, a servant of Allah, His Messenger, 
and the son of His female-servant. 

However, some of them went to the extreme over ' Isa, believing that he was the son of Allah. 
Some of them said that v Isa was Allah Himself, while others said that he was one of a Trinity. 
Allah mentioned these false creeds in the Qur'an and refuted them. The Christians remained 
like this until the third century CE, when a Greek king called, Const antine, became a Christian 
for the purpose of destroying Christianity. Const antine was either a philosopher, or he was just 
plain ignorant. Const antine changed the religion of ' Isa by adding to it and deleting from it. He 
established the rituals of Christianity and the so-called Great Trust, which is in fact the Great 
Treachery. He also allowed them to eat the meat of swine, changed the direction of the prayer 
that " Isa established to the east, built churches for x Isa, and added ten days to the fast as 
compensation for a sin that he committed, as claimed. So the religion of * Isa became the 
religion of Constantine, who built more then twelve thousand churches, temples and 
monasteries for the Christians as well as the city that bears his name, Constantinople 
(Istanbul). Throughout this time, the Christians had the upper hand and dominated the Jews. 
Allah aided them against the Jews because they used to be closer to the truth than the Jews, 
even though both groups were and still are disbelievers, may Allah's curse descend on them. 

When Allah sent Muhammad , those who believed in him also believed in Allah, His Angels, 
Books and Messengers in the correct manner. So they were the true followers of every Prophet 
who came to earth. They believed in the unlettered Prophet , the Final Messenger and the 
master of all mankind, who called them to believe in the truth in its entirety. This is why they 
had more right to every Prophet than his own nation, especially those who claim to follow their 
Prophet's way and religion, yet change and alter his religion. Furthermore, Allah abrogated all 
the laws that were sent down to the Prophets with the Law He sent Muhammad with, which 



consists of the true religion that shall never change or be altered until the commencement of 
the Last Hour. Muhammad's religion shall always be dominant and victorious over all other 
religions. This is why Allah allowed Muslims to conquer the eastern and western parts of the 
world and the kingdoms of the earth. Furthermore, all countries submitted to them; they 
demolished Kisra (king of Persia) and destroyed the Czar, ridding them of their treasures and 
spending these treasures for Allah's sake. All this occurred just as their Prophet told them it 
would, when he conveyed Allah's statement, 



(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession in the land, as He granted it to those before them, and that He 
will grant them the authority to practice their religion which He has chosen for them. And He 
will surely give them in exchange a safe security after their fear (provided) they worship Me 
and do not associate anything with Me.) 24:55 . 

Therefore, Muslims are the true believers in Msa. The Muslims then acquired Ash-Sham from 
the Christians, causing them to evacuate to Asia Minor, to their fortified city in Constantinople. 
The Muslims will be above them until the Day of Resurrection. Indeed, he, Muhammad , who is 
truthful and who received the true news, has conveyed to Muslims that they will conquer 
Constantinople in the future, and seize itstreasures. 

Threatening the Disbelievers with Torment in This Life and the 

Hereafter 

Allah said, 



(And I will make those who follow you superior to those who disbelieve till the Day of 
Resurrection. Then you will return to Me and I will judge between you in the matters in which 
you used to dispute. As to those who disbelieve, I will punish them with a severe torment in 
this world and in the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.) 

This is what Allah did to the Jews who disbelieved in " Isa and the Christians who went to the 
extreme over him. Allah tormented them in this life; they were killed, captured, and lost their 
wealth and kingdoms. Their torment in the Hereafter is even worse and more severe, 



(And they have no Waq (defender or protector) against Allah) 13:34 



(And as for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, Allah will pay them their reward in 
full) in this life, with victory and domination, and in the Hereafter, with Paradise and high 
grades, 



(And Allah does not like the wrongdoers.) 
Allah then said, 



(This is what We recite to you of the verses and the Wise Reminder.) meaning, "What We 
narrated to you, O Muhammd, regarding ' Isa, his birth and his life, is what Allah conveyed and 
revealed to you, sent down from the Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet). So there is no 
doubt in it. Similarly, Allah said in Surah Maryam; 



(Such is' Isa, son of Maryam. (It is) a statement of truth, about which they doubt (or dispute). 
It befits not Allah that He should beget a son. Glorified be He. When He decrees a thing, He 
only says to it: "Be!" and it is.) 



(59. Verily, the likeness of ' Isa before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, 
then said to him: "Be!" and he was.) (60. (This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not of those 
who doubt.) (61. Then whoever disputes with you concerning him after the knowledge that has 
come to you, say: "Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, 
ourselves and yourselves, then we pray and we invoke Allah's curse upon the liars.") (62. Verily, 
this is the true narrative, and there is no god except Allah. And indeed, Allah is the Almighty, 
the All-Wise.) (63. And if they turn away, then surely, Allah is All-Aware of those who do 
mischief.) 

The Similarities Between the Creation of Adam and the Creation of 

Isa 



Allah said, 



(Verily, the likeness of ' Isa before Allah) regarding Allah's ability, since He created him without 
a father, 



(is the likeness of Adam), for Allah created Adam without a father or a mother. Rather, 



(He created him from dust, then (He) said to him: "Be!" and he was.) 

Therefore, He Who created Adam without a father or a mother is able to create " Isa, as well, 
without a father. If the claim is made that " Isa is Allah's son because he was created without a 
father, then the same claim befits Adam even more. However, since such a claim regarding 
Adam is obviously false, then making the same claim about " Isa is even more false. 

Furthermore, by mentioning these facts, Allah emphasizes His ability, by creating Adam 
without a male or female, Hawa' from a male without a female, and ' Isa from a mother 
without a father, compared to His creating the rest of creation from male and female. This is 
why Allah said in Surah Maryam, 



(And We made him a sign for mankind) 19: 21 
Allah said in this Ayah, 



((This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not of those who doubt.) meaning, this is the only 
true story about 'Isa, and what is beyond truth save falsehood Allah next commands His 
Messenger to call those who defy the truth, regarding ' Isa, to the Mubahalah (the curse). 



The Challenge to the Mubahalah 



(Then whoever disputes with you concerning him after the knowledge that has come to you, 
say: "Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and 
yourselves") for the Mubahalah, 



(then we pray), supplicate, 



(and we invoke Allah's curse upon the liars) among the two of us. 

The reason for the call to Mubahaiah and the revelation of the Ayat from the beginning of this 
Surah until here, is that a delegation from the Christians of Najran (in Yemen) came to Al- 
Madinah to argue about ~ Isa, claiming that he was divine and the son of Allah. Allah sent down 
the beginning of this Surah until here, to refute their claims, as Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq bin 
Yasar and other scholars stated. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said in his famous Srah, "The delegation of Christians from 
Najran came to the Messenger of Allah . The delegation consisted of sixty horsemen, including 
fourteen of their chiefs who make decisions. These men were AI-~ Aqib, also known as " Abdul- 
Masih, As-Sayyid, also known as Al-Ayham, Abu Harithah bin ' Alqamah, of the family of Bakr 
bin Wa' il and Uways bin Al-Harith. They also included, Zayd, Qays, Yazid, Nabih, Khuwaylid, 
'Amr, Khalid, " Abdullah and Yuhannas. Three of these men were chiefs of this delegation, Al- 
" Aqib, their leader and to whom they referred for advice and decision; As-Sayyid, their scholar 
and leader in journeys and social gatherings; and Abu Harithah bin 'Alqamah, their patriarch, 
priest and religious leader. Abu Harithah was an Arab man from the family of Bakr bin Wa' il, 
but when he embraced Christianity, the Romans and their kings honored him and built churches 
for him (or in his honor). They also supported him financially and gave him servants, because 
they knew how firm his faith in their religion was." Abu Harithah knew the description of the 
Messenger of Allah from what he read in earlier divine Books. However, his otherwise ignorance 
led him to insist on remaining a Christian, because he was honored and had a high position with 
the Christians. Ibn Ishaq said, "Muhammad bin Ja' far bin Az-Zubayr said that, 'The (Najran) 
delegation came to the Messenger of Allah in Al-Madinah, entered his Masjid wearing robes and 
garments, after the Prophet had prayed the ' Asr prayer. They accompanied a caravan of 
camels led by Bani Al-Harith bin Ka' b. The Companions of the Messenger of Allah who saw 
them said that they never saw a delegation like them after that... Then Abu Harithah bin 
'Alqamah and Al-' Aqib ' Abdul-Masih or As-Sayyid Al-Ayham spoke to the Messenger of Allah , 
and they were Christians like the king (Roman King). However, they disagreed about ' Isa; some 



of them said, ' He is Allah,' while some said, ' He is the son of Allah,' and some others said, ' He 
is one of a trinity.' Allah is far from what they attribute to Him." 

Indeed, these are the creeds of the Christians. They claim that ' Isa is God, since he brought 
the dead back to life, healed blindness, leprosy and various illnesses, told about matters of the 
future, created the shape of birds and blew life into them, bringing them to life. However, all 
these miracles occurred by Allah's leave, so that ' Isa would be a sign from Allah for people. 

They also claim that * Isa is the son of Allah, since he did not have a father and he spoke when 
he was in the cradle, a miracle which had not occurred by any among the Children of Adam 
before him, so they claim. They also claim that * Isa is one of a trinity, because Allah would 
say, 'We did, command, create and demand.' They said, 'If Allah were one, he would have 
said, ' I did, command, create and decide.' This is why they claim that ' Isa and Allah are one 
(Trinity). Allah is far from what they attribute to Him, and we should mention that the Qur'an 
refuted all these false Christian claims. 

Ibn Ishaq continued, "When these Ayat came to the Messenger from Allah , thus judging 
between him and the People of the Book, Allah also commanded the Prophet to call them to 
the Mubahalah if they still refused the truth. The Prophet called them to the Mubahalah. They 
said, ' Abu Al-Qasim! Let us think about this matter and get back to you with our decision to 
what we want to do.' They left the Prophet and conferred with AI-'Aqib, to whom they 
referred to for advice. They said to him, '0 ' Abdul-Masih! What is your advice' He said, ' By 
Allah, Christian fellows! You know that Muhammad is a Messenger and that he brought you 
the final word regarding your fellow ('Isa). You also know that no Prophet conducted 
Mubahalah with any people, and the old persons among them remained safe and the young 
people grew up. Indeed, it will be the end of you if you do it. If you have already decided that 
you will remain in your religion and your creed regarding your fellow ('Isa), then conduct a 
treaty with the man (Muhammad) and go back to your land.' They came to the Prophet and 
said, ' Abu Al-Qasim! We decided that we cannot do Mubahalah with you and that you remain 
on your religion, while we remain on our religion. However, send with us a man from your 
Companions whom you are pleased with to j udge between us regarding our monetary disputes, 
for you are acceptable to us in this regard.'" 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Hudhayfah said, "AI-'Aqib and As-Sayyid, two leaders from Najran, 
came to the Messenger of Allah seeking to invoke Allah for curses (against whoever is unjust 
among them), and one of them said to the other, ' Let us not do that. By Allah, if he were truly 
a Prophet and we invoke Allah for curses, we and our offspring shall never succeed afterwards.' 
So they said, ' We will give you what you asked and send a trusted man with us, just a trusted 
man.' The Messenger of Allah said; 



« » 



« » 



« » 

("Verily, I will send a trusted man with you, a truly trustworthy man." The Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah all felt eager to be that man. The Messenger said, "0 Abu " Ubaydah bin Al- 
Jarrah! Stand up." When Abu 'Ubaydah stood up, the Messenger of Allah said, "This is the 
trustee of this Ummah."') 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said on another occasion, 



» 



« 



(Every Ummah has a trustee, and the trustee of this Ummah is Abu ' Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn " Abbas said, "Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, said, * If I see 
Muhammad praying next to the Ka' bah, I will step on his neck.' The Prophet later said, 



» 



« 

(Had he tried to do it, the angels would have taken him publicly. Had the Jews wished for 
death, they would have perished and would have seen their seats in the Fire. Had those who 
sought Mubahaiah with the Messenger of Allah, went ahead with it, they would not have found 
estates or families when they returned home)." Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
recorded this Hadith, which At-Tirmidhi graded Hasan Sahih. 

Allah then said, 



(Verily, this is the true narrative) meaning, what we narrated to you, Muhammad, about ' Isa 
isthe plain truth that cannot be avoided, 



(and none has the right to be worshipped but Allah. And indeed, Allah is the All -Mighty, the All- 
Wise. And if they turn away,) by abandoning thistruth, 



(then surely, Allah is All-Aware of those who do mischief.) for those who abandon the truth for 
falsehood commit mischief, and Allah has full knowledge of them and will subject them to the 
worst punishment. Verily, Allah is able to control everything, all praise and thanks are due to 
Him, and we seek refuge with Him from His revenge. 



(64. Say: "0 people of the Scripture: Come to a word that is just between us and you, that we 
worship none but Allah the same, and that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of 
us shall take others as lords besides Allah." Then, if they turn away, say: "Bear witness that we 
are Muslims.") 

Every Person Knows about Tawhid 

This Ayah includes the People of the Book, the Jews and Christians, and those who follow their 
ways. 



(Say: "0 people of the Scripture! Come to a word") 

' Word' - in Arabic - also means a complete sentence, as evident from this Ayah. Allah described 
this word as being one, 



(that is the same between us and you), an honest and righteous word that is fair to both 
parties. Allah then explained this word, 



(that we worship none but Allah (Alone), and that we associate no partners with Him,) we 
worship neither a statue, cross, idol, Taghut (false gods), fire or anything else. Rather, we 
worship Allah Alone without partners, and this is the message of all of Allah's Messengers. Allah 
said, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the 
right to be worshipped but I (Allah) , so worship Me (Alone and none else).") 21:25 and, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah 
(Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false deities).") 16:36 . Allah said next, 



("and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allah.") Ibn Jurayj commented, "We do 
not obey each other in disobedience to Allah." 



(Then, if they turn away, say: "Bear witness that we are Muslims.") if they abandon this fair 
call, then let them know that you will remain in Islam as Allah has legislated for you. 

We should mention that the letter that the Prophet sent to Heraclius reads, "In the Name of 
Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. From Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, to 
Heraclius, Leader of the Romans: peace be upon those who follow the true guidance. Embrace 



Islam and you will acquire safety, embrace Islam and Allah will grant you a double reward. 
However, if you turn away from it, then you will carry the burden of the peasants, and, 



("0 people of the Scripture: Come to a word that is the same between us and you, that we 
worship none but Allah (Alone), and that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of 
us shall take others as lords besides Allah." Then, if they turn away, say: "Bear witness that we 
are Muslims.")" 

Muhammad bin Ishaq and other scholars said that the beginning of Surah Al " Imran, and more 
than eighty verses thereafter; were revealed about the delegation of Najran. Az-Zuhri stated 
that the people of Najran were the first people to pay the Jizyah (tax money paid to the 
Muslim State). However, there is no disagreement that the Ayah that ordained the Jizyah 
9:29 was revealed after the Fath (conquering Makkah, and therefore, after the delegation of 
Najran came to Al-Madinah). So, how can this Ayah 3:64 be contained in the Prophet's letter 
to Heraclius before the victory of Makkah, and how can we harmonize between the statements 
of Muhammad bin Ishaq and Az-Zuhri The answer is that the delegation of Najran came before 
Al-Hudaybiyyah (before the victory of Makkah), and what they paid was in lieu of the 
Mubahalah; not as Jizyah. The Ayah about the Jizyah was later revealed, and its ruling 
supported what occurred with the Najran people. In support of this opinion, we should mention 
that in another instance, the ruling on dividing the booty into one - fifth (for the Prophet ) and 
four-fifths (for the fighters) agreed with the practice of 'Abdullah bin Jahsh during the raid 
that he led before Badr. An Ayah later on upheld the way 'Abdullah divided the booty. 
Therefore, it is possible that the Prophet wrote this statement (Say, "0 People of the Scripture. 
..") in his letter to Heraclius before the Ayah was revealed. Later on, the Qur'an agreed with 
the Prophet's statement, word by word. It is also a fact that the Qur'an was revealed in 
agreement with what " Umar said regarding the captured disbelievers at Badr, the Hijab 
(Muslim woman code of dress), refraining from performing prayer for the hypocrites, and 
regarding his statements: 



(And take you the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer.) 2:125 , and, 



(It may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him instead of you, wives better than 
you.) 66:5 . 



(65. people of the Scripture! Why do you dispute about Ibrahim, while the Tawrah and the 
Injil were not revealed till after him Have you then no sense) (66. Verily, you are those who 
have disputed about that of which you have knowledge. Why do you then dispute concerning 
that of which you have no knowledge It is Allah Who knows, and you know not.) (67. Ibrahim 
was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim Hanifa and he was not of the 
Mushrikin ) (68. Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who 
followed him, and this Prophet and those who have believed. And Allah is the Wali (Protector 
and Helper) of the believers.) 

Disputing with the Jews and Christians About the Religion of 

Ibrahim 

Allah censures the Jews and Christians for their dispute with Muslims over Ibrahim Al-Khalil and 
the claim each group made that he was one of them. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Christians of Najran and Jewish rabbis gathered before the 
Messenger of Allah and disputed in front of him. The rabbis said, 'Ibrahim was certainly 
Jewish.' The Christians said, ' Certainly, Ibrahim was Christian.' So Allah sent down, 



(0 people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Why do you dispute about Ibrahim,) meaning, 
'How is it that you, Jews, claim that Ibrahim was Jew, although he lived before Allah sent 
down the Tawrah to Musa How is it that you, Christians, claim that Ibrahim was Christian, 
although Christianity came after histime" This iswhy Allah said, 



(Have you then no sense) 
Allah then said, 



c(Verily, you are those who have disputed about that of which you have knowledge. Why do 
you then dispute concerning that of which you have no knowledge) 

This Ayah criticizes those who argue and dispute without knowledge, just as the Jews and 
Christians did concerning Ibrahim. Had they disputed about their religions, which they had 
knowledge of, and about the Law that was legislated for them until Muhammad was sent, it 
would have been better for them. Rather, they disputed about what they had no knowledge of, 
so Allah criticized them for this behavior. Allah commanded them to refer what they have no 
knowledge of to He Who knows the seen and unseen matters and Who knows the true reality of 
all things. This is why Allah said, 



(It is Allah Who knows, and you know not.) 
Allah said, 



(Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim Hanifa), shunning Shirk 
and living in Iman, 



(and he was not of the Mushrikin.) 

This Ayah is similar to the Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(And they say, "Be Jews or Christians, then you will be guided...") 2:135 
Allah said next, 



(Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and 
this Prophet and those who have believed. And Allah is the Wali (Protector and Helper) of the 
believers.) 

This Ayah means, "The people who have the most right to be followers of Ibrahim are those 
who followed his religion and this Prophet, Muhammad , and his Companions from the 
Muhajirin, Ansar and those who followed their lead." Sa' id bin Mansur recorded that Ibn Mas' ud 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Every Prophet had a Wali (supporter, best friend) from among the Prophets. My Wali among 
them is my father Ibrahim, the Khalil (intimate friend) of my Lord, the Exalted and Most 
Honored) 

The Prophet then recited, 



(Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him...) 
Allah's statement, 



(And Allah is the Wali (Protector and Helper) of the believers.) means, Allah is the Protector of 
all those who believe in His Messengers. 



(69. A party of the People of the Scripture wish to lead you astray. But they shall not lead 
astray anyone except themselves, and they perceive not.) (70. "0 People of the Scripture! Why 
do you disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, while you bear witness.") (71. "0 People of the 
Scripture! Why do you mix truth with falsehood and conceal the truth while you know") (72. 
And a party of the People of the Scripture say: "Believe in the morning in that which is revealed 
to the believers, and reject it at the end of the day, so that they may turn back.) (73. And 
believe no one except the one who follows your religion." Say (0 Prophet): "Verily, right 
guidance is the guidance of Allah." (And they say:) "Do not believe that anyone can receive like 
that which you have received, otherwise they would engage you in argument before your Lord." 
Say: "All the bounty is in the Hand of Allah; He grants to whom He wills. And Allah is All- 
Suff icient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.") (74. He selects for His Mercy whom He wills 
and Allah is the Owner of great bounty.) 



The Envy the Jews Feel Towards Muslims; Their Wicked Plots 

Against Muslims 



Allah states that the Jews envy the faithful and wish they could misguide them. Allah states 
that the punishment of this behavior will fall back upon them, while they are unaware. Allah 
criticizesthem, 



(0 People of the Scripture!: Why do you disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, while you bear 
witness.) 

You know for certain that Allah's Ayat are true and authentic, 



(0 People of the Scripture: Why do you mix truth with falsehood and conceal the truth while 
you know) by hiding what is in your Books about the description of Muhammad , while you know 
what you do. 



(And a party of the People of the Scripture say: "Believe in the morning in that which is 
revealed to the believers, and reject it at the end of the day,) 

This is a wicked plan from the People of the Book to deceive Muslims who are weak in the 
religion. They decided that they would pretend to be believers in the beginning of the day, by 
attending the dawn prayer with the Muslims. However, when the day ended, they would revert 
to their old religion so that the ignorant people would say, "They reverted to their old religion 
because they uncovered some shortcomings in the Islamic religion." This is why they said next. 



(so that they may turn back.) Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid commented about this Ayah, 
which refers to the Jews, "They attended the dawn prayer with the Prophet and disbelieved in 



the end of the day in order to misguide the people. This way, people would think that they 
have uncovered shortcomings in the religion that they briefly followed." 



("And believe no one except the one who follows your religion.") 

They said, do not trust anyone with your secret knowledge, except those who follow your 
religion. Therefore, they say, do not expose your knowledge to Muslims in order to prevent 
them from believing in it and, thus, use it as proof against you. Allah replied, 



(Say: (0 Prophet) "Verily, right guidance isthe guidance of Allah.") 

Allah guides the hearts of the faithful to the perfect faith through the clear Ayat, plain proofs 
and unequivocal evidence that He has sent down to His servant and Messenger Muhammad . 
This occurs, you Jews, even though you hide the description of Muhammad . the unlettered 
Prophet whom you find in your Books that you received from the earlier Prophets. Allah's 
statement; 



((And they say: ) "Do not believe that anyone can receive like that which you have received, 
otherwise they would engage you in argument before your Lord.") 

They say, "Do not disclose the knowledge that you have to the Muslims, to prevent them from 
learning it and thus becoming your equals. They will be even better because they will believe 
in it or will use it against you as evidence with your Lord, and thus establish Allah's proof 
against you in this life and the Hereafter." Allah said, 



(Say: "All the bounty is in the Hand of Allah; He grants to whom He wills.) meaning, all affairs 
are under His control, and He gives and takes. Verily, Allah gives faith, knowledge and sound 
comprehension to whomever He wills. He also misguides whomever He wills by blinding his 
sight, mind, sealing his heart, hearing and stamping his eyes closed. Allah has the perfect 
wisdom and the unequivocal proofs. 



(And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower." He selects for His mercy whom 
He wills and Allah is the Owner of great bounty.) meaning, He has endowed you, believers, 
with tremendous virtue, in that He honored your Prophet Muhammad over all other prophets, 
and by directing you to the best Sharf ah there is. 



(75. Among the People of the Scripture is he who, if entrusted with a Qintar (a great amount of 
wealth), will readily pay it back; and among them there is he who, if entrusted with a single 
silver coin, will not repay it unless you constantly stand demanding, because they say: "There is 
no blame on us to betray and take the properties of the illiterates (Arabs)." But they tell a lie 
against Allah while they know it.) (76. Yes, whoever fulfills his pledge and fears Allah much; 
verily, then Allah loves the Muttaqin (the pious).) 



How Trustworthy Are the Jews 

Allah states that there are deceitful people among the Jews. He also warns the faithful against 
being deceived by them, because some of them, 



(if entrusted with a Qintar (a great amount)) of money, 



(will readily pay it back;) This Ayah indicates that this type would likewise give what is less 
than aQintar, as is obvious. However, 



(and among them there is he who, if entrusted with a single silver coin, will not repay it unless 
you constantly stand demanding,) and insisting on acquiring your rightful property. If this is 
what he would do with one Dinar, then what about what is more than a Dinar We mentioned 
the meaning of Qintar in the beginning of this Surah, while the value of Dinar is well known. 
Allah's statement, 



(because they say: "There is no blame on us to betray and take the properties of the illiterates 
(Arabs).") means, what made them reject the truth (or what they owed) is that they said, 
"There is no harm in our religion if we eat up the property of the unlettered ones, the Arabs, 
for Allah has allowed it for us." Allah replied, 



(But they tell a lie against Allah while they know it.) for they invented this lie and word of 
misguidance. Rather, Allah would not allow this money for them unlessthey had a right to it. 

" Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Sa' sa' ah bin Yazid said that a man asked Ibn 'Abbas, "During 
battle, we capture some property belonging to Ahl Adh-Dhimmah, such as chickens and sheep." 
Ibn " Abbas said, "What do you do in this case" The man said, "We say that there is no sin (if we 
confiscate them) in this case." He said, "That is what the People of the Book said, 



(There is no blame on usto betray and take the properties of the illiterates (Arabs).) 

Verily, if they pay the Jizyah, then you are not allowed their property, except when they 
willingly give it up." 

Allah then said, 



(Yes, whoever fulfills his pledge and fears Allah much,) fulfills his promise and fears Allah 
among you, O People of the Book, regarding the covenant Allah took from you to believe in 
Muhammad when he is sent, just as He took the same covenant from all Prophets and their 
nations. Whoever avoids Allah's prohibitions, obeys Him and adheres to the SharTah that He 
sent with His Final Messenger and the master of all mankind. 



(verily, then Allah loves the Muttaqin.) 



(77. Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah's covenant and their oaths, 
they shall have no portion in the Hereafter (Paradise). Neither will Allah speak to them nor 
look at them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, and they shall have a painful 
torment.) 



There is No Share in the Hereafter for Those Who Break Allah's 

Covenant 

Allah states that whoever prefers the small things of this short, soon to end life, instead of 
fulfilling what they have promised Allah by following Muhammad , announcing his description 
from their books to people and affirming histruth, then, 



(they shall have no portion in the Hereafter.) 

They will not have a share or part in the Hereafter's rewards, 



(Neither will Allah speak to them nor look at them on the Day of Resurrection) with His mercy. 
This Ayah indicates that Allah will not speak words of kindness nor look at them with any 
mercy, 



(nor will He purify them) from sins and impurities. Rather, He will order them to the Fire, 



(and they shall have a painful torment.) 

There are several Hadithson the subject of this Ayah, some of which follow. The First Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said, "The Messenger of Allah said, c 



» 



« 



» 



« 



(There are three persons whom Allah will not speak to, look at on the Day of Resurrection or 
purify, and they shall taste a painful torment. I said, ' Messenger of Allah! Who are they, may 
they gain failure and loss' He said, repeating this statement thrice, 'The Musbil (man whose 
clothes reach below the ankles), he who swears while lying so as to sell his merchandize and 
the one who gives charity and reminds people of it).')" This was also recorded by Muslim, and 
the collectors of the Sunan. Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Adi bin ' Amirah Al-Kindi said, "Imru' Al-Qays bin ' Abis, a man from 
Kindah, disputed with a man from Hadramut in front of the Messenger of Allah concerning a 
piece of land. The Prophet required the man from Hadramut to present his evidence, but he 
did not have any. The Prophet required Imru' Al-Qays to swear to his truthfulness, but the man 



from Hadramut said, '0 Messenger of Allah! If you only require him to swear, then by the Lord 
of the Ka' bah (Allah), my land is lost.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever swears while lying to acquire the property of others, will meet Allah while He is 
angry with him.)" Raja' one of the narrators of the Hadith, said that the Messenger of Allah then 
recited, 



(Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah's covenant and their oaths...) 

Imru' Al-Qays said, ' What if one forfeits this dispute, what will he gain, Messenger of Allah' 
The Prophet answered, ' Paradise.' Imru' Al-Qays said, ' Bear witness that I forfeit all the land 
for him.'" An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever takes a false oath to deprive a Muslim of his property will meet Allah while He is 
angry with him.) 

Al-Ashf ath said, "By Allah! This verse was revealed concerning me. I owned some land with a 
Jewish man who denied my right, and I complained against him to the Messenger of Allah. The 
Prophet asked me, ' Do you have evidence' I said, " I don't have evidence.' He said to the Jew, 
'Take an oath then.' I said, " Allah's Messenger! He will take a (false) oath immediately, and I 
will lose my property.' Allah revealed the verse, 



(Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah's covenant and their oaths. 
The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. Another Hadith 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Three persons whom Allah shall not speak to on the Day of Resurrection, or look at, or purify 
them, and they shall taste a painful torment. (They are) a man who does not give the wayfarer 
some of the water that he has; a man who swears, while lying, in order to complete a sales 
transaction after the ' Asr prayer; and a man who gives his pledge of allegiance to an Imam 
(Muslim Ruler), and if the Imam gives him (something), he fulfills the pledge, but if the Imam 
does not give him, he does not fulfill the pledge). 

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi also recorded this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi graded it Hasan Sahih. 



78. And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with their tongues, so that you may 
think it is from the Book, but it is not from the Book, and they say: This is from AllaOh, but it is 
not from AllaOh and they speak a lie against AllaOh while they know it. 



The Jews Alter Allah's Words 

Allah states that some Jews, may Allah's curses descend on them, distort Allah's Words with 
their tongues, change them from their appropriate places, and alter their intended meanings. 
They do this to deceive the ignorant people by making it appear that their words are in the 
Book of Allah. They attribute their own lies to Allah, even though they know that they have 
lied and invented falsehood. Therefore, Allah said, 



(and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it.) 

Mujahid, Ash-Sha' bi, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that, 



(who distort the Book with their tongues,) means, "They alter them (Allah's Words)." 

Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah means they alter and add although none 
among Allah's creation can remove the Words of Allah from His Books, they alter and distort 
their apparent meanings. Wahb bin Munabbih said, "The Tawrah and the Injil remain as Allah 
revealed them, and no letter in them was removed. However, the people misguide others by 
addition and false interpretation, relying on books that they wrote themselves. Then, 



(they say: "This is from Allah," but it is not from Allah;) 

As for Allah's Books, they are still preserved and cannot be changed." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
this statement. However, if Wahb meant the books that are currently in the hands of the 
People of the Book, then we should state that there is no doubt that they altered, distorted, 
added to and deleted from them. For instance, the Arabic versions of these books contain 
tremendous error, many additions and deletions and enormous misinterpretation. Those who 
rendered these translations have incorrect comprehension in most, rather, all of these 
translations. If Wahb meant the Books of Allah that He has with Him, then indeed, these Books 
are preserved and were never changed. 



(79. It is not (possible) for any human being to whom Allah has given the Book and Al-Hukm and 
prophet hood to say to the people: "Be my worshippers rather than Allah's." On the contrary (he 
would say): "Be you Rabbaniyyun, because you are teaching the Book, and you are studying it.") 
(80. Nor would he order you to take angels and Prophets for lords. Would he order you to 
disbelieve after you have submitted to Allah's will) 

No Prophet Ever Called People to Worship him or to Worship Other 

Than Allah 

This Ayah 3:79 means, it is not for a person whom Allah has given the Book, knowledge in the 
Law and prophet hood to proclaim to the people, "Worship me instead of Allah," meaning, along 
with Allah. If this is not the right of a Prophet or a Messenger, then indeed, it is not the right of 
anyone else to issue such a claim. 

This criticism refers to the ignorant rabbis, priests and teachers of misguidance, unlike the 
Messengers and their sincere knowledgeable followers who implement their knowledge; for 
they only command what Allah commands them, as their honorable Messengers conveyed to 
them. They also forbid what Allah forbade for them, by the words of His honorable Messengers. 
The Messengers, may Allah's peace and blessings be on all of them, are the emissaries between 
Allah and His creation, conveying Allah's Message and Trust. The messengers indeed fulfilled 
their mission, gave sincere advice to creation and conveyed the truth to them. Allah's 
statement, 



(On the contrary (he would say), "Be you Rabbaniyyun, because you are teaching the Book, and 
you are studying it.") means, the Messenger recommends the people to be Rabbaniyyun. Ibn 
'Abbas, Abu Razin and several others said that Rabbaniyyun means, "Wise, learned, and 
forbearing." Ad-Dahhak commented concerning Allah's statement, 



(because you are teaching the Book, and you are studying it.) "Whoever learns the Qur'an 
deserves to become a Faqih (learned)." 



(and you are studying it), preserving its words. 
Allah then said, 



(Nor would he order you to take angels and Prophets for lords.) The Prophet does not command 
worshipping other than Allah, whether a sent Messenger or an angel. 



(Would he order you to disbelieve after you have submitted to Allah's will) meaning, he would 
not do that, for whoever calls to worshipping other than Allah, will have called to Kufr. The 
Prophets only call to Iman which commands worshipping Allah Alone without partners. Allah 
said in other Ayat, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad ) but We revealed to him 
(saying): "None has the right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me".) 21:25 , 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah 
(Alone), and avoid Taghut (all false deities).") 16:36 , and, 



(And ask those of Our Messengers whom We sent before you: "Did We ever appoint gods to be 
worshipped besides the Most Gracious (Allah)") 43:45 

Allah said concerning the angels, 



(And if any of them should say: "Verily, I am a god besides Him (Allah)," such a one We should 
recompense with Hell. Thus We recompense the wrongdoers.) 21:29 . 



(81. And (remember) when Allah took the covenant of the Prophets, saying: "Take whatever I 
gave you from the Book and Hikmah, and afterwards there will come to you a Messenger 
confirming what is with you; you must, then, believe in him and help him." Allah said: "Do you 
agree (to it) and will you take up Isri" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear witness; and I 
am with you among the witnesses.") (82. Then whoever turns away after this, they are the 
rebellious.) 



Taking a Pledge From the Prophets to Believe in Our Prophet, 

Muhammad 

Allah states that He took a pledge from every Prophet whom He sent from Adam until " Isa, that 
when Allah gives them the Book and the Hikmah, thus acquiring whatever high grades they 
deserve, then a Messenger came afterwards, they would believe in and support him. Even 
though Allah has given the Prophets the knowledge and the prophethood, this fact should not 
make them refrain from following and supporting the Prophet who comes after them. This is 
why Allah, the Most High, Most Honored, said 



(And (remember) when Allah took the covenant of the Prophets, saying: "Take whatever I gave 
you from the Book and Hikmah.") meaning, if I give you the Book and the Hikmah, 



("and afterwards there will come to you a Messenger confirming what is with you; you must, 
then, believe in him and help him." Allah said, "Do you agree (to it) and will you take up Isri") 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ar-RabP , Qatadah and As-Suddi said that * Isri' means, "My covenant.' 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that, 



(Isri) means, "The responsibility of My covenant that you took," meaning, the ratified pledge 
that you gave Me. 



(They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear witness; and I am with you among the witnesses, 
then whoever turns away after this,") from fulfilling this pledge and covenant, c 



(they are the rebellious.) Al i bin Abi Talib and his cousin 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, "Allah 
never sent a Prophet but after taking his pledge that if Muhammad were sent in his lifetime, he 
would believe in and support him." Allah commanded each Prophet to take a pledge from his 
nation that if Muhammad were sent in their time, they would believe in and support him. 
Tawus, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah said, "Allah took the pledge from the Prophets that they 
would believe in each other", and this statement does not contradict what ' Ali and Ibn ' Abbas 
stated. 



Therefore, Muhammad is the Final Prophet until the Day of Resurrection. He is the greatest 
Imam, who if he existed in any time period, deserves to be obeyed, rather than all other 
Prophets. This is why Muhammad led the Prophets in prayer during the night of Isra' when they 
gathered in Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem). He is the intercessor on the Day of Gathering, when 
the Lord comes to judge between His servants. This is Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud (the praised 
station) refer to 17:79 that only Muhammad deserves, a responsibility which the mighty 
Prophets and Messengers will decline to assume. However, Muhammad will carry the task of 
intercession, may Allah's peace and blessings be on him. 



(83. Do they seek other than the religion of Allah, while to Him submitted all creatures in the 
heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly. And to Him shall they all be returned.) (84. Say: 
"We believe in Allah and in what has been sent down to us, and what was sent down to Ibrahim, 
Isma' il, Ishaq, Ya' qub and Al-Asbat, and what was given to Musa, " Isa and the Prophets from 
their Lord. We make no distinction between one another among them and to Him (Allah) we 
have submitted.") (85. And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted 
of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.) 



The Only Valid Religion To Allah is Islam 

Allah rebukes those who prefer a religion other than the religion that He sent His Books and 
Messengers with, which isthe worship of Allah Alone without partners, to Whom, 



(submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth,) Willingly, or not. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(And unto Allah (Alone) falls in prostration whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly or 
unwillingly.) 13:15 , and, 



(Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows incline to the right 
and to the left, making prostration unto Allah, and they are lowly And to Allah prostrate all 
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, of the moving creatures and the angels, and 
they are not proud. They fear their Lord above them, and they do what they are commanded) 
16: 48-50 . 

Therefore, the faithful believer submits to Allah in heart and body, while the disbeliever 
unwillingly submits to Him in body only, since he is under Allah's power, irresistible control and 
mighty kingship that cannot be repelled or resisted. Wakr reported that Mujahid said that the 
Ayah, 



(While to Him submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly), is 
similar to the Ayah, 



(And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth" Surely, they will say: 
"Allah") 39:38 . 

He also reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about, 



(while to Him submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly.) 
"When He took the covenant from them." 



(And to Him shall they all be returned) on the Day of Return, when He will reward or punish 
each person according to his or her deeds. 

Allah then said, 



(Say: "We believe in Allah and in what has been sent down to us) the Qur'an, 



(and what was sent down to Ibrahim, IsmaP 01, Ishaq, Ya' qub) the scriptures and revelation, 



(and the Asbat,) the Asbat are the twelve tribes who originated from the twelve children of 
Israel (Ya* qub). 



(and what was given to Musa, ' Isa) the Tawrah and the Injil, 



(and the Prophets from their Lord.) and this encompasses all of Allah's Prophets. 



(We make no distinction between one another among them) we believe in all of them, 



(And to Him (Allah) we have submitted (in Islam)) 

Therefore, faithful Muslims believe in every Prophet whom Allah has sent and in every Book He 
revealed, and never disbelieve in any of them. Rather, they believe in what was revealed by 
Allah, and in every Prophet sent by Allah. Allah said next, 



(And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him,) whoever 
seeks other than what Allah has legislated, it will not be accepted from him, 



(and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.) 
As the Prophet said in an authentic Hadith, 

« » 

(Whoever commits an action that does not conform to our matter (religion) then it is rejected). 



(86. How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their belief and after they bore 
witness that the Messenger is true and after clear proofs came to them And Allah guides not 
the people who are wrongdoers. (87. They are those whose recompense is that on them (rests) 
the curse of Allah, of the angels and of all mankind.) (88. They will abide therein. Neither will 
their torment be lightened nor will it be delayed or postponed.) (89. Except for those who 
repent after that and do righteous deeds. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

Allah Does Not Guide People Who Disbelieve After they Believed, 

Unless They Repent 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A man from the Ansar embraced Islam, but later 
reverted and joined the polytheists. He later on became sorry and sent his people to, ' Ask the 
Messenger of Allah for me, if I can repent.' Then, 



(How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their belief) until, 



(Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) was revealed and his people sent word to him 
and he re-embraced Islam." 

This is the wording recorded by An-Nasa'i, Al-Hakim and Ibn Hibban. Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is 
Sahih and they did not record it." 

Allah's statement, 



(How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their belief and after they bore witness 
that the Messenger is true and after clear proofs came to them) 

means, the proofs and evidences were established, testifying to the truth of what the 
Messenger was sent with. The truth was thus explained to them, but they reverted to the 
darkness of polytheism. Therefore, how can such people deserve guidance after they willingly 
leapt into utter blindness This is why Allah said, 



(And Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) 
He then said, 



(They are those whose recompense is that on them (rests) the curse of Allah, of the angels and 
of all mankind.) 

Allah cursesthem and Hiscreation also cursesthem. 



(They will abide therein) in the curse, 



(Neither will their torment be lightened nor will it be delayed or postponed.) for, the torment 
will not be lessened, not even for an hour. After that, Allah said, 



(Except for those who repent after that and do righteous deeds. Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) 

This Ayah indicates Allah's kindness, graciousness, compassion, mercy and favor on His 
creatures when they repent to Him, for He forgivesthem in thiscase. 



(90. Verily, those who disbelieved after their belief and then went on increasing in their 
disbelief never will their repentance be accepted. And they are those who are astray.) (91. 
Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of 
gold will not be accepted from anyone of them if they offered it as a ransom. For them is a 
painful torment and they will have no helpers.) 

Neither Repentance of the Disbeliever Upon Death, Nor His 
Ransoming Himself on the Day of Resurrection Shall be Accepted 

Allah threatens and warns those who revert to disbelief after they believed and who thereafter 
insist on disbelief until death. He states that in thiscase, no repentance shall be accepted 
from them upon their death. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until death faces 
one of them) 4:18 . 

This is why Allah said, 



(never will their repentance be accepted. And they are those who went astray.) to those who 
abandon the path of truth for the path of wickedness. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded 
that Ibn 'Abbas said that some people embraced Islam, reverted to disbelief, became Muslims 
again, then reverted from Islam. They sent their people inquiring about this matter and they 
asked the Messenger of Allah . On that, this Ayah was revealed, 



(Verily, those who disbelieved after their belief and then went on increasing in their disbelief 
never will their repentance be accepted). The chain of narration is satisfactory. Thereafter, 
Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of 
gold will not be accepted from anyone of them even if they offered it as a ransom.) 

Those who die while disbelievers, shall have no good deed ever accepted from them, even if 
they spent the earth's fill of gold in what was perceived to be an act of obedience. The Prophet 
was asked about 'Abdullah bin Jud' an, who used to be generous to guests, helpful to the 
indebted and who gave food (to the poor); will all that benefit him The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(No, for not even one day during his life did he pronounce, ' O my Lord! Forgive my sins on the 
Day of Judgment.) 

Similarly, if the disbeliever gave the earth's full of gold as ransom, it will not be accepted from 
him. Allah said, 



(...nor shall compensation be accepted from him, nor shall intercession be of use to 
him,) 2:123 , and 



(...on which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending.) 14:31 , and, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that is in the earth, and as much again therewith 
to ransom themselves thereby from the torment on the Day of Resurrection, it would never be 
accepted of them, and theirs would be a painful torment) 5:36 . 



This is why Allah said here, 



, (Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of 
gold will not be accepted from anyone of them if they offered it as a ransom). 

The implication of this Ayah is that the disbeliever shall never avoid the torment of Allah, even 
if he spent the earth's fill of gold, or if he ransoms himself with the earth's fill of gold, - all of 
its mountains, hills, sand, dust, valleys, forests, land and sea. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(A man from among the people of Paradise will be brought and Allah will ask him, "0 son of 
Adam! How did you find your dwelling" He will say, "0 Lord, it is the best dwelling." Allah will 
say, "Ask and wish." The man will say, "I only ask and wish that You send me back to the world 
so that I am killed ten times in Your cause," because of the honor of martyrdom he would 
experience. A man from among the people of the Fire will be brought, and Allah will say to 
him, "0 son of Adam! How do you find your dwelling" He will say, "It is the worst dwelling, O 
Lord." Allah will ask him, "Would you ransom yourself from Me with the earth's fill of gold" He 
will say, "Yes, Lord." Allah will say, "You have lied. I asked you to do what is less and easier 
than that, but you did not do it," and he will be sent back to the Fire.) 

This is why Allah said, 



(For them is a painful torment and they will have no helpers.) for they shall not have anyone 
who will save them from the torment of Allah or rescue them from His painful punishment. 



(92. By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend of that which you love; and 
whatever of good you spend, Allah knows it well.) 



Al-Birr is Spending from the Best of One's Wealth 

In his Tafsir, Wakr reported, that " Amr bin Maymun said that 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr) is in reference to attaining Paradise. 

Imam Ahmad reported that Anas bin Malik said, "Abu Talhah had more property than any other 
among the Ansar in Al- Mad in ah, and the most beloved of his property to him was Bayruha' 
garden, which was in front of the (Messenger's) Masjid. Sometimes, Allah's Messenger used to go 
to the garden and drink its fresh water." Anas added, "When these verses were revealed, 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr unless You spend of that which you love,) 
Abu Talhah said, x Allah's Messenger! Allah says, 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend of that which you love;) No doubt, 
Bayruha' garden is the most beloved of all my property to me. 3d I want to give it in charity in 
Allah's cause, and I expect its reward and compensation from Allah. Allah's Messenger! Sbend 
it where Allah makes you think isfeasible. ' On that, Allah's Messenger said, 



» 

« 

(Well-done! It is profitable property, it is profitable property. I have heard what you have said, 
and I think it would be proper if you gave it to your kith and kin.) 

Abu Talhah said, ' I will do so, O Allah's Messenger.' Then Abu Talhah distributed that garden 
among his relatives and cousins." 

This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs. They also recorded that " Umar said, "0 Messenger 
of Allah! I never gained possession of a piece of property more precious to me than my share in 
Khaybar. Therefore, what do you command me to do with it" The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Retain the land to give its fruits in Allah's cause.) 



(93. All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what Isra'il made unlawful for himself 
before the Tawrah was revealed. Say: "Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful. 
") (94. Then after that, whosoever shall invent a lie against Allah, then it is these that are the 
wrongdoers.) (95. Say:"Allah has spoken the truth; follow the religion of Ibrahim the Hanif 
(monot heist), and he was not of the Mushrikin (idolators).") 

The Questions that the Jews Asked Our Prophet 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A group of Jews came to Allah's Prophet and said, 
'Talk to us about some things we will ask you and which only a Prophet would know.' He said, 
'Ask me about whatever you wish. However, give your pledge to Allah, similar to the pledge 
that Ya' qub took from his children, that if I tell you something and you recognize its truth, you 
will follow me in Islam.' They said, 'Agreed.' The Prophet said, 'Ask me about whatever you 
wish.' They said, 'Tell us about four matters: 1. What kinds of food did Isra'il prohibit for 
himself 2. What about the sexual discharge of the woman and the man, and what role does 
each play in producing male or female offspring 3. Tell us about the condition of the unlettered 
Prophet during sleep, 4. And who is his Wali (supporter) among the angels' The Prophet took 
their covenant that they will follow him if he answers these questions, and they agreed. He 
said, ' I ask you by He Who sent down the Tawrah to Musa, do you not know that Isra'il once 
became very ill When his illness was prolonged, he vowed to Allah that if He cures His illness, 
he would prohibit the best types of drink and food for himself. Was not the best food to him 
camel meat and the best drink camel milk' They said, 'Yes, by Allah.' The Messenger said, '0 
Allah, be Witness against them.' The Prophet then said, ' I ask you by Allah, other than Whom 
there is no deity (worthy of worship), Who sent down the Tawrah to Musa, do you not know 
that man's discharge is thick and white and woman's is yellow and thin If any of these fluids 
becomes dominant, the offspring will take its sex and resemblance by Allah's leave. Hence, if 
the man's is more than the woman's, the child will be male, by Allah's leave. If the woman's 
discharge is more than the man's, then the child will be female, by Allah's leave.' They said, 
'Yes.' He said, '0 Allah, be Witness against them.' He then said, ' I ask you by He Who sent 
down the Tawrah to Musa, do you not know that the eyes of this unlettered Prophet sleep, but 
his heart does not sleep' They said, ' Yes, by Allah!' He said, ' Allah, be Witness.' They said, 
'Tell us now about your Wali among the angels, for this is when we either follow or shun you.' 
He said, ' My Wali (who brings down the revelation from Allah) is Jibril, and Allah never sent a 
Prophet, but Jibril is his Wali.' They said, ' We then shun you. Had you a Wali other than Jibril, 
we would have followed you.' On that, Allah, the Exalted revealed, 



(Say: "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril...") 2:97 ." 
Allah's statement, 



(before the Tawrah was revealed) 3:93 , means, Isra'il forbade that for himself before the 
Tawrah was revealed. There are two objectives behind revealing this segment of the Ayah. 
First, he forbade himself the most delightful things for Allah's sake. This practice was allowed 
during his period of Law, and is, thus, suitable that it is mentioned after Allah's statement, 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend of that which you love) 3: 92 . 

What we are allowed in our Law is to spend in Allah's obedience from what we like and covet 
but not to prohibit what Allah has allowed . Allah said in other Ayat; 



(And gives his wealth, in spite of love for it,) 2:177 , and; 



(And they give food, in spite of their love for it,) 76:8 . 

The second reason is that after Allah refuted the false Christian beliefs and allegations about 
' Isa and his mother. Allah started refuting the Jews here, may Allah curse them, by stating 
that the abrogation of the Law, that they denied occurs, already occurred in their Law. For 
instance, Allah has stated in their Book, the Tawrah, that when Nuh departed from the ark, 
Allah allowed him to eat the meat of all types of animals. Afterwards, Isra'il forbade the meat 
and milk of camels for himself, and his children imitated this practice after him. The Tawrah 
later on prohibited this type of food, and added several more types of prohibitions. Allah 
allowed Adam to marry his daughters to his sons, and this practice was later forbidden. The 
Law of Ibrahim allowed the man to take female servants as companions along with his wife, as 
Ibrahim did when he took Hajar, while he was married to Sarah. Later on, the Tawrah 
prohibited this practice. It was previously allowed to take two sisters as wives at the same 
time, as Ya'qub married two sisters at the same time. Later on, this practice was prohibited in 
the Tawrah. All these examples are in the Tawrah and constitute a Naskh (abrogation) of the 
Law. Therefore, let the Jews consider what Allah legislated for * Isa and if such legislation falls 
under the category of abrogation or not. Why do they not then follow x Isa in this regard 



Rather, the Jews defied and rebelled against x Isa and against the correct religion that Allah 
sent Muhammad with. 

This is why Allah said, 



(All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what Isra'il made unlawful for himself 
before the Tawrah was revealed) 3:93 meaning, before the Tawrah was revealed, all types of 
foods were allowed, except what Isra'il prohibited for himself. Allah then said, 



(Say: "Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful."), 
for the Tawrah affirms what we are stating here. Allah said next, 



(Then after that, whosoever shall invent a lie against Allah, then these it is that are the 
wrongdoers.) 3:94 , in reference to those who lie about Allah and claim that He made the 
Sabbath and the Tawrah eternal. They are those who claim that Allah did not send another 
Prophet calling to Allah with the proofs and evidences, although evidence indicates that 
abrogation, as we have described, occurred before in the Tawrah, 



(then these it is that are the wrongdoers. 
Allah then said, 



(Say, "Allah has spoken the truth;") 3:95 meaning, Muhammad, say that Allah has said the 
truth in what He conveyed and legislated in the Qur'an, 



(follow the religion of Ibrahim the Hanif, and he was not of the idolators.") 3:95 . 

Therefore, follow the religion of Ibrahim that Allah legislated in the Qur'an. Indeed, this is the 
truth, there is no doubt in it, and the perfect way, and no Prophet has brought a more 
complete, clear, plain and perfect way than he did. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim, 
the Hanif, and he was not of the idolators.") 6:161 

and, 



(Then, We have sent the revelation to you (saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrahim, the Hanif, 
and he was not of the idolaters.) 16:123 . 



(96. Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), 
full of blessing, and a guidance for Al-' Alamin (mankind and Jinn). (97. In it are manifest signs 
(for example), the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim; whosoever enters it, he attains security. And 



Hajj to the House is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, for those who are able to undertake 
the journey; and whoever disbelieves, then Allah stands not in need of any of the ' Alamin.) 

The Ka bah is the First House of Worship 

Allah said, 



(Verily, the first House appointed for mankind) for all people, for their acts of worship and 
religious rituals. They go around the House in Tawaf , pray in its vicinity and remain in its 
area in rtikaf. 



(was that at Bakkah,) meaning, the Ka' bah that was built by Ibrahim Al-Khalil, whose religion 
the Jews and Christians claim they follow. However, they do not perform Hajj to the house 
that Ibrahim built by Allah's command, and to which he invited the people to perform Hajj. 
Allah said next, i 



(full of blessing), sanctified, 



(and a guidance for AI-' Alamin.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said; "I said, ' Allah's Messenger! Which Masjid was the 
first to be built on the surface of the earth' He said, ' Al-Masjid Al-Haram (in Makkah).' I said, 
'Which was built next' He replied 'Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem).' I said, 'What was the 
period of time between building the two' He said, ' Forty years.' He added, 



« » 

(Wherever (you may be, and) the prayer becomes due, perform the prayer there, for the whole 
earth was made a Masjid.)" Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected this Hadith. 

The Names of Makkah, Such As' Bakkah 

Allah said, 



(was that at Bakkah), where Bakkah is one of the names of Makkah. Bakkah means, 'it brings 
Buka' (crying, weeping) to the tyrants and arrogant, meaning they cry and become humble in 
its vicinity. It was also said that Makkah was called Bakkah because people do Buka next to it, 
meaning they gather around it. There are many names for Makkah, such as Bakkah, Al-Bayt Al- 
'Atiq (the Ancient House), Al-Bayt Al-Haram (the Sacred House), Al-Balad Al-Amin (the City of 
Safety) and Al-Ma'mun (Security). Makkah's names include Umm Rahm (Mother of Mercy), Umm 
Al-Qura (Mother of the Towns), Salah, aswell asothers . 



The Station of Ibrahim 

Allah's statement, 



(In it are manifest signs) 3:97 , means, clear signs that Ibrahim built the Ka bah and that 
Allah has honored and blessed it. Allah then said, 



(the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim) When the building the Ka' bah was raised, Ibrahim stood on; 
the Maqam so that he could raise the walls higher, while his son Isma' il was handing the stones 
to him. We should mention that the Maqam used to be situated right next to the House. Later, 
and during his reign, ' Umar bin Al-Khattab moved the Maqam farther to the east, so that those 
who go around the House in Tawaf are able to perform it easily, without disturbing those who 
pray next to the Maqam after finishing their Tawaf. Allah commanded us to pray next to the 
Maqam; 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer) 2:125 . 

We mentioned the Hadiths about this subject before, and all the thanks are due to Allah. Al- 
" Awfi said that, Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(In it are manifest signs, the Maqam of Ibrahim;) 



"Such as the Maqam and Al-Masff ar Al-Haram ." Mujahid said, "The impression of Ibrahim's 
feet remains on the Maqam as a clear sign." It was reported that " Umar bin ' Abdul-' Aziz, Al- 
Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan and others said similarly. 

Al-Haram, the Sacred Area, is a Safe Area 

Allah said, 



(whosoever enters it, he attains security,) 3:97 meaning, the Haram of Makkah is a safe 
refuge for those in a state of fear. There in its vicinity, they will be safe, just as was the case 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "(During the time of Jahiliyyah) a man 
would commit murder, then wear a piece of wool around his neck and enter the Haram. And 
even when the son of the murdered person would meet him, he would not make a move against 
him, until he left the sanctuary." Allah said, 



(Have they not seen that We have made (Makkah) a secure sanctuary, while men are being 
snatched away from all around them) 29:67 , and, 



(So let them worship (Allah) the Lord of this House (the Ka' bah). (He) Who has fed them 
against hunger, and has made them safe from fear) 106:3-4 . 

It is not allowed for anyone to hunt in the Haram or to drive game out of its den to be hunted, 
or cut the trees in its vicinity, or pick its grass, as the Hadiths of the Prophet and the 
statements of the Companions testify. The Two Sahihs recorded (this being the wording of 
Muslim) that Ibn 'Abbas said, "On the day of the conquest of Makkah, the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(There is no more Hijrah (migration to Makkah), only Jihad and good intention. If you were 
mobilized, then march forth.) 

He also said on the day of the conquest of Makkah, 



» 



« 



(Beware! Allah made this town (Makkah) a sanctuary when He created the heavens and earth, 
and it is sacred by Allah's decree until the Day of Resurrection. Fighting in Makkah was not 
permitted for anyone before me, and it was made legal for me for only a few hours or so on 
that day. No doubt it is at this moment a sanctuary by Allah's decree until the Day of 
Resurrection. It is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs, hunt its game, pick up its lost 
objects, except by announcing it, or to uproot itstrees.) 

Al-' Abbas said, ' Except the lemon grass, O Allah's Messenger, as they use it in their houses and 
graves.' The Prophet said: 



« » 



(Except lemongrass) 



The Two Sahihsalso recorded that Abu Shurayh AI-'Adawi said that he said to ' Amr bin Sa' id 
while he was sending the troops to Makkah (to fight ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr), "0 Commander! 
Allow me to tell you what Allah's Messenger said on the day following the conquest of Makkah. 
My ears heard it and my heart memorized it thoroughly, and I saw the Prophet with my own 
eyes when he, after glorifying and praising Allah, said, 



» 



« 



(Allah, not the people, made Makkah a sanctuary. Therefore, anybody who has belief in Allah 
and the Last Day, should neither shed blood in it nor cut down its trees. If anybody argues that 
fighting in it is permissible on the basis that Allah's Messenger fought in Makkah, say to him, 
' Allah allowed His Messenger and did not allow you.' Allah allowed me only for a few hours on 
that day (of the conquest), and today its sanctity is as valid as it was before. 3d, those who are 
present, should inform those who are absent of this fact.)." 

Abu Shurayh was asked, "What did ' Amr reply" He said that " Amr said, "0 Abu Shurayh! I know 
better than you in this respect; Makkah does not give protection to a sinner, a murderer or a 
thief." 

Jabir bin ' Abdullah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(None of you is allowed to carry a weapon in Makkah.) Muslim recorded this Hadith. 

' Abdullah bin * Adi bin Al-Hamra' Az-Zuhri said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say while 
standing at Al-Hazwarah in the marketplace of Makkah, 



» 
« 



(By Allah! You are the best of Allah's land and the most beloved land to Allah. Had it not been 
for the fact that I was driven out of you, I would not have left you.) 

Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith and this is his wording. At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah 
also collected it. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 

The Necessity of Performing Hajj 

Allah said, 



(And Hajj to the House is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, for those who are able to 
undertake the journey) 3:97. 

This Ayah established the obligation of performing Hajj. There are many Hadithsthat mention 
it as one of the pillars and fundamentals of Islam, and this is agreed upon by the Muslims. 
According to texts and the consensus of the scholars, it is only obligatory for the adult Muslim 
to perform it once during his lifetime. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah once gave a speech in which he said, 



« » 

(0 people! Hajj has been enjoined on you, therefore, perform Hajj.) 

A man asked, "Is it every year, O Allah's Messenger" The Prophet remained silent until the man 
repeated the question three times and he then said, 



« : » 

(Had I said yes, it would have become an obligation and you would not have been able to fulfill 
it.) He said next, 



» 



« 

(Leave me as I leave you, those before you were destroyed because of their many questions 
and disputing with their Prophets. If I command you with something, perform it as much as you 
can. If I forbid something for you, then refrain from it.) Muslim recorded similarly. 



Meaning of % Afford' in the Ayah 

There are several categories of "the ability to under take the journey". There is the physical 
ability of the person himself and the ability that is related to other things as mentioned in the 
books of jurisprudence. Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "A man stood up 
and asked the Messenger of Allah , ' Messenger of Allah! Who is the pilgrim' He said, * He who 
has untidy hair and clothes.' Another man asked, 'Which Hajj is better, Messenger of Allah' 
He said, 'The noisy (with supplication to Allah) and bloody (with sacrifice).' Another man 
asked, 'What is the ability to undertake the journey, Messenger of Allah' He said, ' Having 
provision and a means of transportation.'" This is the narration that Ibn Majah collected. Al- 
Hakim narrated that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah was asked about Allah's statement, 



(for those who are able to undertake the journey;) 3:97 "What does ' able to undertake the 
journey' mean" The Prophet answered, "Having sufficient provision and a means of 
transportation." Al-Hakim stated that this Hadith's chain of narration is authentic, following the 
guidelines of Muslim in his Sahih, but the Two Sahihs did not collect it. Ahmad recorded that 
Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him rush to perform it.) Abu Dawud also collected this 
Hadith. 

The One who Denies the Necessity of Hajj Becomes a Disbeliever 

Allah said, 



(...and whoever disbelieves, then Allah stands not in need of any of the ' Alamin) 3:97 



Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others commented on this Ayah, "Whoever denies the 
necessity of Hajj becomes disbeliever, and Allah is far Richer than to need him." Al-Hafiz Abu 
Bakr Al-lsma' ili recorded that " Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "Whoever can afford Hajj but did not 
perform it, there is no difference in his case if he dies while Jew or Christian." This has an 
authentic chain of narration leading to ' Umar. 



(98. Say: "0 People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Why do you reject the Ayat of Allah, 
while Allah is Witness to what you do") (99. Say: "0 People of the Scripture (Jews and 
Christians)! Why do you stop those who have believed, from the path of Allah, seeking to make 
it seem crooked, while you (yourselves) are witnesses And Allah is not unaware of what you 
do.") 



Chastising the People of the Book for Their Disbelief and Blocking 

the Path of Allah 

In this Ayah Allah criticizes the disbelieving People of the Book for refusing the truth, rejecting 
Allah's Ayat and hindering those who seek to believe from His path, although they know that 
what the Messenger was sent with is the truth from Allah. They learned this from the previous 
Prophets and honorable Messengers, may Allah's peace and blessings be on them all. They all 
brought the glad tidings and the good news of the coming of the unlettered, Arab, Hashimi 
Prophet from Makkah, the master of the Children of Adam, the Final Prophet and the 
Messenger of the Lord of heavens and earth. Allah has warned the People of the Book against 
this behavior, stating that He is Witness over what they do, indicating their defiance of the 
knowledge conveyed to them by the Prophets. They rejected, denied and refused the very 
Messenger whom they were ordered to convey the glad tidings about his coming. Allah states 
that He is never unaware of what they do, and He will hold them responsible for their actions, 
R 



(The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail) 26:88 



(100. you who believe! If you obey a group of those who were given the Sfcripture (Jews and 
Christians), they would (indeed) render you disbelievers after you have believed!) (101. And 
how would you disbelieve, while unto you are recited the verses of Allah, and among you is His 
Messenger And whoever depends upon Allah, then he is indeed guided to the right path.) 



Warning Muslims Against Imitating People of the Scriptures 

Allah warns His believing servants against obeying the People of the Book, who envy the 
believers for the favor that Allah gave them by sending His Messenger . Similarly, Allah said, 



(Many of the People of the Sfcripture (Jews and Christians) wish that they could turn you away 
as disbelievers after you have believed, out of their own envy) 2:109 . 

InthisAyah 3:100 , Allah said, 



(If you obey a group of those who were given the Sfcripture (Jews and Christians), they would 
(indeed) render you disbelievers after you have believed!), then said, 



(And how would you disbelieve, while unto you are recited the verses of Allah, and among you 
is His Messenger), meaning, disbelief is far from touching you, since the Ayat of Allah are being 
sent down on His Messenger day and night, and he recites and conveys them to you. Smilarly, 
Allah said, 



(And what is the matter with you that you believe not in Allah! While the Messenger invites you 
to believe in your Lord; and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real believers) 
57:8 . A Hadith statesthat one day, the Prophet said to his Companions, 



« » 



« » 



« » 



« » 



» 



« 



("Who among the faithful believers do you consider has the most amazing faith" They said, "The 
angels." He said, "Why would they not believe, since they are with their Lord" They mentioned 
the Prophets, and the Prophet said, "Why would they not believe while the revelation is sent 
down to them" They said, "Then, we are." He said, "Why would not you believe when I am 
among you" They asked, "Who has the most amazing faith" The Prophet said, "A people who will 
come after you and who will find only books that they will believe in.") 

Allah said next, 



(And whoever depends upon Allah, then he is indeed guided to the right path) 3:101 for 
trusting and relying on Allah are the basis of achieving the right guidance and staying away 
from the path of wickedness. They also represent the tool to acquiring guidance and truth and 
achieving the righteous aims. 



(102. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah as is His due, and die not except as (true) 
Muslims.) (103. And hold fast, all of you together, to the Pope of Allah, and be not divided 
among yourselves, and remember Allah's favor on you, for you were enemies of one another 
but He joined your hearts together, so that, by His grace, you became brethren, and you were 
on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat clear to you, 
that you may be guided.) 

Meaning of ' Taqwa of Allah 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud commented on the Ayah, 



(Have Taqwa of Allah as is His due,) 

"That He is obeyed and not defied, remembered and not forgotten and appreciated and not 
unappreciated." This has an authentic chain of narration to 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud. Al-Hakim 
collected this Hadith in his Mustadrak, from Ibn Mas' ud, who related it to the Prophet . Al- 
Hakim said, "It is authentic according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim , and they did not record it." This is what he said, but it appears that it is only a 
statement of 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, and Allah knows best. It was also reported that Anas said, 
"The servant will not have Taqwa of Allah as is His due until he keeps his tongue idle." Allah's 
statement, 



(and die not except as (true) Muslims) 3:102 , means, preserve your Islam while you are well 
and safe, so that you die as a Muslim. The Most Generous Allah has made it His decision that 
whatever state one lives in, that is what he dies upon and is resurrected upon. We seek refuge 
from dying on other than Islam. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Mujahid said, "The people were circling around the Sacred House 
when Ibn 'Abbas was sitting, holding a bent-handled walking stick. Ibn 'Abbas said, The 
Messenger of Allah recited , 



(Have Taqwa of Allah as is His due, die not except as (true) Muslims.) 3:102 , then he said; 



» 



« 

(Verily, if a drop of Zaqqum (a tree in Hell) falls, it will spoil life for the people of earth. What 
about those whose food is only from Zaqqum)" 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban in his Sahih and Al-Hakim 
his Mustadrak. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih'" while Al-Hakim said; "It meets the conditions of 
the Two Sahihsand they did not record it." 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir said that three nights before the Messenger of Allah died he 
heard him saying; 



» 
« 



(None of you should die except while having sincere trust in Allah, the Exalted and Most 
Honorable.) Muslim also recorded it. The Two Sahihs record that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« : » 

(Allah said, "I am as My servant thinks of Me.") 



The Necessity of Holding to the Path of Allah and the Community of 

the Believers 

Allah said next, 



(And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, and be not divided among yourselves. 
It was said that, 



(to the Rope of Allah) refers to Allah's covenant, just as Allah said in the following Ayah, 



(Indignity is put over them wherever they may be, except when under a covenant (of 
protection) from Allah, and from men;) 3:112 , in reference to pledges and peace treaties. 

Allah's statement 



(and be not divided among yourselves), orders sticking to the community of the believers and 
forbids division. There are several Hadithsthat require adhering to the Jama' ah (congregation 
of believers) and prohibit division. Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(It pleases Allah for you to acquire three qualities and displeases Him that you acquire three 
characteristics. It pleases Him that you worship Him Alone and not associate anything or 
anyone with Him in worship, that you hold on to the Rope of Allah altogether and do not 
divide, and that you advise whoever Allah appoints as your Leader. The three that displease 
Him are that you say, ' It was said,' and, ' So-and-so said,' asking many unnecessary questions 
and wasting money.) 

Allah said, 



(and remember Allah's favor on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your 
hearts together, so that, byHisgrace, you became brethren) 3:103 . 

This was revealed about the Aws and Khazraj. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the Aws and 
Khazraj were at war and had great hatred, enmity and ill feelings towards each other, causing 
long conflicts and battles to occur between them. When Allah brought Islam, those among 
them who embraced it became brothers who loved each other by Allah's grace, having good ties 
for Allah's sake and helping each other in righteousness and piety. Allah said, 



(He it is Who has supported you with His Help and with the believers. And He has united their 
hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts, but 
Allah has united them) 8:62,63 , until the end of the Ayah. Before Islam, their disbelief had 
them standing at the edge of a pit of the Fire, but Allah saved them from it and delivered them 
to faith. The Messenger of Allah reminded the Ansar from both Aws and Khazraj of this 
bounty when he was dividing the war booty of Hunayn. During that time, some Ansar did not 
like the way the booty was divided, since they did not get what the others did, although that 
was what Allah directed His Prophet to do. the Messenger of Allah gave them a speech, in 
which he said, 



» 



« 

(0 Ansar! Did I not find you misguided and Allah directed you to guidance because of me Were 
you not divided beforehand and Allah united you around me Were you not poor and Allah 
enriched you because of me) 

Whenever the Prophet asked them a question, they would answer, "Indeed, Allah and His 
Messenger have granted us bounty." 



(104. Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining 
Al-Ma'ruf (all that Islam orders) and forbidding Al-Munkar (all that Islam has forbidden). And it 
is they who are the successful.) (105. And be not as those who divided and differed among 
themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It is they for whom there is an awful 
torment.) (106. On the Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) when some faces will become white 
and some faces will become black; as for those whose faces will become black (to them will be 
said): "Did you reject faith after accepting it Then taste the torment (in Hell) for rejecting 
faith.") (107. And for those whose faces will become white, they will be in Allah's mercy 
(Paradise), therein they shall dwell forever.) (108. These are the Ayat of Allah. We recite them 
to you in truth, and Allah wills no injustice to the * Alamin.) (109. And to Allah belongs all that 
is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And all matters go back (for decision) to Allah.) 



The Command to Establish the Invitation to Allah 

Allah said, 



(Let there arise out of you a group of people) 

that calls to righteousness, enjoins all that is good and forbids evil in the manner Allah 
commanded, 



(And it is they who are the successful.) 



Ad-Dahhak said, "They are a special group of the Companions and a special group of those after 
them, that isthose who perform Jihad and the scholars." 

The objective of this Ayah is that there should be a segment of this Muslim Ummah fulfilling 
this task, even though it is also an obligation on every member of this Ummah, each according 
to his ability. Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever among you witnesses an evil, let him change it with his hand. If he is unable, then let 
him change it with his tongue. If he is unable, then let him change it with his heart, and this is 
the weakest faith.) In another narration, The Prophet said, 



« » 

(There is no faith beyond that, not even the weight of a mustard seed.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah shall 
send down a punishment from Him to you. Then, you will supplicate to Him, but He will not 
accept your supplication.) 

At-Tirmidhi also collected this Hadith and said, "Hasan". There are many other Hadiths and Ayat 
on this subject, which will be explained later. 

The Prohibition of Division 

Allah said, 



(And be not as those who divided and differed among themselves after the clear proofs had 
come to them) 3:105 . 

In this Ayah, Allah forbids this Ummah from imitating the division and discord of the nations 
that came before them. These nations also abandoned enjoining righteousness and forbidding 
evil, although they had proof of its necessity. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 'Amir 'Abdullah bin Luhay said, "We performed Hajj with 
Mu' awiyah bin Abi Sufyan. When we arrived at Makkah, he stood up after praying Zuhr and 
said, ' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The People of the Two Scriptures divided into seventy-two sects. This Ummah will divide into 
seventy-three sects, all in the Fire except one, that is, the Jama' ah. Some of my Ummah will 
be guided by desire, like one who is infected by rabies; no vein or joint will be saved from 
these desires.) 

IVLf awiyah said next: By Allah, Arabs! If you do not adhere to what came to you from your 
Prophet then other people are even more prone not to adhere to it. " Similar was recorded by 
Abu Dawud from Ahmad bin Hanbal and Muhammad bin Yahya. 



The Benefits of Brotherly Ties and Unity and the Consequence of 
Division on the Day of the Gathering 



Allah said next, 



(On the Day when some faces will become white and some faces will become black;) 3:106 
on the Day of Resurrection. This is when the faces of followers of the Sunnah and the Jama' ah 
will radiate with whiteness, and the faces of followers of Bid' ah (innovation) and division will 
be darkened, as has been reported from Ibn ' Abbas. Allah said, 



(As for those whose faces will become black (to them will be said): "Did you reject faith after 
accepting it") 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "They are the hypocrites." 



(Then taste the torment (in Hell) for rejecting faith,) and this description befits every 
disbeliever. 



(And for those whose faces will become white, they will be in Allah's mercy (Paradise), therein 
they shall dwell forever.) in Paradise, where they will reside for eternity and shall never desire 
to be removed. Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Ghalib said, "Abu Umamah saw heads 
(of the Khawarij sect) hanging on the streets of Damascus. He commented, 'The Dogs of the 
Fire and the worst dead people under the cover of the sky. The best dead men are those whom 
these have killed.' He then recited, 



(On the Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) when some faces will become white and some faces 
will become black;) until the end of the Ayah. I said to Abu Umamah, ' Did you hear this from 
the Messenger of Allah' He said, ' If I only heard it from the Messenger of Allah once, twice, 
thrice, four times, or seven times, I would not have narrated it to you.' " At-Tirmidhi said, "This 
Hadith is Hasan." Ibn Majah and Ahmad recorded similarly. 



Allah said, 



(These are the Ayat of Allah. We recite them to you) meaning, 'These are the verses of Allah, 
His proofs and signs that We reveal to you, Muhammad,' 



(in truth) making known the true reality of this world and the Hereafter. 



(and Allah wills no injustice to the ' Alamin. ) for He never treats them with injustice. Rather, 
He is the Just Ruler Who is able to do everything and has knowledge of everything. Therefore, 
He does not need to treat any of His creatures with injustice, and this is why He said next, 



(and to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the Earth, 
they are all His servants and His property, 



(And all matters go back to Allah,) for His is the decision concerning the affairs of this life and 
the Hereafter, and His is the Supreme Authority in this life and the Hereafter. 



(110. You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma' ruf (all that 
Islam has ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar (all that Islam has forbidden), and you believe in 
Allah. And had the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) believed, it would have been 
better for them; among them are some who have faith, but most of them are Fasiqun 
(rebellious).) (111. They will do you no harm, barring a trifling annoyance; and if they fight 
against you, they will show you their backs, and they will not be helped.) (112. They are 
stricken with humility wherever they may be, except when under a covenant (of protection) 
from Allah, and a covenant from men; they have drawn on themselves the wrath of Allah, and 
destitution is put over them. This is because they disbelieved in the Ayat of Allah and killed the 
Prophets without right. This is because they disobeyed (Allah) and used to transgress (the limits 
set by Allah).) 

Virtues of the Ummah of Muhammad , the Best 

Nation Ever 

Allah statesthat the Ummah of Muhammad isthe best nation ever, 



(You are t he best of peoples ever raised up for mankind) 3:110 . 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah commented on this Ayah, "(You, Muslims, are) the best 
nation of people for the people, you bring them tied in chains on their necks (capture them in 
war) and they later embrace Islam." Smilar was said by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Atiyah AI-* Awfi, 
" Ikrimah, ' Ata' and Ar-RabP binAnasthat, 



(You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind;) means, the best of peoples for the 
people. 

The meaning of the Ayah is that the Ummah of Muhammad isthe most righteous and beneficial 
nation for mankind. Hence Allah's description of them, 



(you enjoin Al-Ma' ruf and forbid Al-Munkar and believe in Allah) 3:110 . 

Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Al-Hakim recorded that Hakim bin Mif awiyah bin Haydah 
narrated that his father said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(You are the final of seventy nations, you are the best and most honored among them to Allah.) 

This is a well-known Hadith about which At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan", and which is also narrated 
from Mu' adh bin Jabal and Abu Sa' id. The Ummah of Muhammad achieved this virtue because 
of its Prophet, Muhammad, peace be upon him, the most regarded of Allah's creation and the 
most honored Messenger with Allah. Allah sent Muhammad with the perfect and complete Law 
that was never given to any Prophet or Messenger before him. In Muhammad's Law, few deeds 
take the place of the many deeds that other nations performed. For instance, Imam Ahmad 
recorded that " AM bin Abi Talib said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(I was given what no other Prophet before me was given.) 
We said, ' Messenger of Allah! What is it' He said, 



» 



« 

(I was given victory by fear, I was given the keys of the earth, I was called Ahmad, the earth 
was made a clean place for me (to pray and perform Tayammum with it) and my Ummah was 
made the best Ummah.)." 

The chain of narration for this Hadith is Hasan. There are several Hadiths that we should 
mention here. 



The Two Sahihs recorded that Az-Zuhri said that, Sa" id bin Al-Musayyib said that Abu Hurayrah 
narrated to him, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 
« 



« » 



« » 

(A group of seventy thousand from my Ummah will enter Paradise, while their faces are 
radiating, just like the moon when it is full.'" Ukkashah bin Mihsan Al-Asadi stood up, saying, * O 
Messenger of Allah! Supplicate to Allah that I am one of them.' The Messenger of Allah said, ' 
Allah! Make him one of them.' A man from the Ansar also stood and said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah! Supplicate to Allah that I am one of them.' The Messenger said, " Ukkashah has beaten 
you to it.') 

Another Hadith that Establishes the Virtues of the Ummah of 
Muhammad in this Life and the Hereafter. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

» 

« 



« » 



« » 

(' I hope that those who follow me will be one-fourth of the residents of Paradise on the Day of 
Resurrection.' We said, ' Allahu Akbar'. He then said, ' I hope that they will be one-third of the 
people.' We said, ' Allahu Akbar'. He then said, ' I hope that you will be one-half.')" 

Imam Ahmad recorded the same Hadith with another chain of narration, and this Hadith meets 
the criteria of Muslim in his Sahih. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
said, "The Messenger of Allah said to us, 



« » 

(Does it please you that you will be one-fourth of the people of Paradise) 
We said, ' Allahu Akbar!' He added, 

« » 

(Does it please you that you will be one-third of the people of Paradise) We said, 'Aiiahu 
Akbar!' He said, 

« » 

(I hope that you will be half of the people of Paradise.)" Another Hadith 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The people of Paradise are one hundred and twenty rows, this Ummah takes up eighty of 
them.) 

Imam Ahmad also collected this Hadith through another chain of narration. At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah also collected this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said, 'This Hadith is Hasan. ' Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(We (Muslims) are the last to come, but the foremost on the Day of Resurrection, and the first 
people to enter Paradise, although the former nations were given the Scriptures before us and 
we after them. Allah gave us the guidance of truth that they have been disputing about. This 
(Friday) is the Day that they have been disputing about, and all the other people are behind us 
in this matter: the Jews' (day of congregation is) tomorrow (Saturday) and the Christians' is the 
day after tomorrow (Sunday). ) 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. Muslim recorded Abu Hurayrah saying that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(We (Muslims) are the last (to come), but (will be) the foremost on the Day of Resurrection, 
and will be the first people to enter Paradise...) until the end of the Hadith. 

These and other Hadiths conform to the meaning of the Ayah, 



(You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma' ruf (all that Islam 
has ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar (all that Islam has forbidden), and you believe in Allah). 

Therefore, whoever among this Ummah acquires these qualities, will have a share in this 
praise. Qatadah said, "We were told that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab recited this Ayah 3:110 during 
a Hajj that he performed, when he saw that the people were rushing. He then said, 'Whoever 



likes to be among this praised Ummah, let him fulfill the condition that Allah set in this 
Ayah.'" Ibn Jarir recorded this. Those from this Ummah who do not acquire these qualities will 
be just like the People of the Scriptures whom Allah criticized, when He said, 



(They did not forbid one another from the Munkar which they committed. ..) 5:79 . 

This is the reason why, after Allah praised the Muslim Ummah with the qualities that He 
mentioned, He criticized the People of the Scriptures and chastised them, saying, 



(And had the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) believed) 3:110 , 
in what was sent down to Muhammad , 



(it would have been better for them; among them are some who have faith, but most of them 
are Fasiqun (rebellious).) 

Therefore only a few of them believe in Allah and in what was sent down to you and to them. 
The majority of them follow deviation, disbelief, sin and rebellion. 

The Good News that Muslims will Dominate the People of the Book 

While delivering the good news to His believing servants that victory and dominance will be 
theirs against the disbelieving, atheistic People of the Scriptures, Allah then said, 



(They will do you no harm, barring a trifling annoyance; and if they fight against you, they will 
show you their backs, and they will not be helped.) 3:1 1 1 

This is what occurred, for at the battle of Khaybar, Allah brought humiliation and disgrace to 
the Jews. Before that, the Jews in Al-Madinah, the tribes of Qaynuqa' , Nadir and Qurayzah, 
were also humiliated by Allah. Such was the case with the Christians in the area of Ash-Sham 



later on, when the Companions defeated them in many battles and took over the leadership of 
Ash-Sham forever. There shall always be a group of Muslims in Ash-Sham area until ' Isa, son of 
Maryam, descends while they are like this on the truth, apparent and victorious . ' Isa will at 
that time rule according to the Law of Muhammad , break the cross, kill the swine, banish the 
Jizyah and only accept Islam from the people. 

Allah said next, 



(Indignity is put over them wherever they may be, except when under a covenant (of 
protection) from Allah, and a covenant from men;) meaning, Allah has placed humiliation and 
disgrace on them wherever they may be, and they will never be safe, 



(except when under a covenant from Allah,) under the Dhimmah (covenant of protection) from 
Allah that requires them to pay the Jizyah (tax, to Muslims,) and makes them subservient to 
Islamic Law. 



(and a covenant from men;) meaning, covenant from men, such as pledges of protection and 
safety offered to them by Muslim men and women, and even a slave, according to one of the 
sayings of the scholars. Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(except when under a covenant from Allah, and a covenant from men;) refers to a covenant of 
protection from Allah and a pledge of safety from people. Similar was said by Mujahid, 
' Ikrimah, 'Ata', Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ar-RabP bin Anas. Allah's 
statement, 



(they have drawn on themselves the wrath of Allah,) means, they earned Allah's anger, which 
they deserved, 



(and destitution is put over them), meaning they deserve it by decree and legislatively. 
Allah said next, 



(This is because they disbelieved in the Ayat of Allah and killed the Prophets without right.) 
meaning, what drove them to this was their arrogance, transgression and envy, earning them 
humiliation, degradation and disgrace throughout this life and the Hereafter. Allah said, 



(This is because they disobeyed and used to transgress (the limits set by Allah).) meaning, what 
lured them to disbelieve in Allah's Ayat and kill His Messengers, is the fact that they often 
disobeyed Allah's commands, committed His prohibitions and transgressed His set limits. We 
seek refuge from this behavior, and Allah Alone is sought for each and every type of help. 



(113. Not all of them are alike; a party of the People of the Scripture stand for the right, they 
recite the verses of Allah during the hours of the night, prostrating themselves in prayer.) (114. 
They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin Al-Ma' ruf and forbid Al-Munkar; and they 
hasten in (all) good works; and they are among the righteous.) (115. And whatever good they 
do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knows well the Muttaqin (the pious).) (116. 
Surely, those who disbelieve, neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them against 
Allah. They are the dwellers of the Fire, therein they will abide.) (117. The parable of what 
they spend in this world is that of a wind of 9 r; it struck the harvest of a people who did wrong 
against themselves and destroyed it. Allah wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 

Virtues of the People of the Scriptures Who Embrace Islam 

Muhammad bin Ishaq and others, including AI-'Awfi who reported it from Ibn 'Abbas, said; 
"These Ayat were revealed about the clergy of the People of the Scriptures who embraced the 
faith. For instance, there is 'Abdullah bin Salam, Asad bin * Ubayd, Tha' labah bin Sa' yah, 
Usayd bin Sa'yah, and so forth. This Ayah means that those among the People of the Book 
whom Allah rebuked earlier are not at all the same as those among them who embraced Islam. 
Hence Allah's statement, 



(Not all of them are alike) 3:113 ." 

Therefore, these two types of people are not equal, and indeed, there are believers and also 
criminals among the People of the Book, just as Allah said, 



(a party of the People of the Scripture stand for the right) for they implement the Book of 
Allah, adhere to His Law and follow His Prophet Muhammad . Therefore, this type is on the 
straight path, 



(they recite the verses of Allah during the hours of the night, prostrating themselves in prayer. 
They often stand in prayer at night for Tahajjud, and recite the Qur'an in their prayer, 



(They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin Al-Ma'ruf and forbid Al-Munkar; and they 
hasten in (all) good works; and they are among the righteous) 3:114 . 

This is the same type of people mentioned at the end of the Surah; 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), those who 
believe in Allah and in that which has been revealed to you, and in that which has been 
revealed to them, humbling themselves before Allah.) 3:199 . 

Allah said here, 



(And whatever good they do, nothing will be rejected of them;) 3:115 meaning, their good 
deeds will not be lost with Allah. Rather, He will award them the best rewards, 



(for Allah knows well the Muttaqin (the pious).) for no deed performed by any person ever 
escapes His knowledge, nor is any reward for those who do good deeds ever lost with Him. 
Allah mentionsthe disbelieving polytheists: 



(neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them against Allah) 3:116 . meaning, 
nothing can avert Allah's torment and punishment from striking them, 



(They are the dwellers of the Fire, therein they will abide.) 

The Parable of What the Disbelievers Spend in This Life 

Allah gave a parable for what the disbelievers spend in this life, as Mujahid, Al-Hasan and As- 
Suddi said. 



(The likeness of what they spend in this world is the likeness of a wind of Sr;) a frigid wind, as 
Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and 
others have said. 'At a' said that Sr, means, 'cold and snow.' Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid are also 
reported to have said that Sr means, 'fire'. This latter meaning does not contradict the 
meanings we mentioned above, because extreme cold weather, especially when accompanied 
by snow, burns plants and produce, and has the same effect fire has on such growth. 



(It struck the harvest of a people who did wrong against themselves and destroyed it) 3:117 , 
by burning. This Ayah mentions a calamity that strikes produce that is ready to harvest, 
destroying it by burning and depriving its owner of it when he needs it the most. Such is the 
case with the disbelievers, for Allah destroys the rewards for their good deeds in this life, just 
as He destroyed the produce of the sinner because of his sins. Both types did not build their 
work on firm foundations, 



(And Allah wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 



(118. you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, helpers) those other than your 
own, since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt you. They desire to harm you severely. 
Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far worse. 
Indeed We have made plain to you the Ayat if you understand.) (119. Lo! You are the ones who 
love them but they love you not, and you believe in all the Scriptures. And when they meet 
you, they say, "We believe." But when they are alone, they bite their Anamil at you in rage. 
Say: "Perish in your rage. Certainly, Allah knows what is in the breasts (all the secrets). ") (120. 
If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil overtakes you, they rejoice at it. But if 
you remain patient and have Taqwa, not the least harm will their cunning do to you. Surely, 
Allah surrounds all that they do.) 

The Prohibition of Taking Advisors From Among the Disbelievers 

Allah forbids His believing servants from taking the hypocrites as advisors, so that the 
hypocrites do not have the opportunity to expose the secrets of the believers and their plans 
against their enemies. The hypocrites try their very best to confuse, oppose and harm the 
believers any way they can, and by using any wicked, evil means at their disposal. They wish 
the very worst and difficult conditions for the believers. Allah said, 



(Take not as (your) Bitanah those other than your own) 3:118 , in reference to taking 
followers of other religions as consultants and advisors, for advisors of a certain person have 
access to his most secret affairs. Al-Bukhari and An-Nasa'i recorded that, Abu Sa' id said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah has not sent any Prophet nor was there any Khalifah but they have two types of advisors, 
one that commands him with righteousness and advises it, and another that commands him 
with evil and advises him with it. Only those whom Allah gives immunity are immune.) 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn Abi Ad-Dahqanah said, ,r> Umar bin Al-Khattab was told, 'There 
is young man here from the people of Hirah (in Iraq, who were Christians) who is a proficient 
scribe. Why do you not appoint him as a scribe' " Umar said, ' I would then be taking advisors 
from among the disbelievers."' This Ayah and the story about 'Umar testify to the fact that 
Muslims are not allowed to use Ahl Adh-Dhimmah to be scribes in matters that affect the affairs 
of Muslims and expose their secrets, for they might convey these secrets to combatant 
disbelievers. This is why Allah said, 



(since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt you. They desire to harm you severely.) 
Allah then said, 



(Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far worse.) 
meaning, enmity appears on their faces and in what they sometimes utter, as well as, the 
enmity they have against Islam and its people in their hearts. Snce this fact is apparent to 
every person who has sound comprehension, therefore, 



(Indeed We have made plain to you the Ayat if you understand.) 
Allah said next, 



(0! You are the ones who love them but they love you not), meaning, believers! You like the 
hypocrites because you think they are believers, for they pretend to be so, but they do not like 
you publicly or secretly. 



(And you believe in all the Scriptures) meaning, you have no doubt in any part of Allah's Book, 
while the hypocrites have deep doubts, confusion and reservations about it. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(and you believe in all the Scriptures,) means, you believe in your Book, their Book, and the 
previous Books, while the hypocrites disbelieve in your Book, and this is why they deserve that 
you dislike them instead of them disliking you. Ibn Jarir collected this statement. 



(And when they meet you, they say, "We believe." But when they are alone, they bite their 
Anamil at you in rage.) 

The word Anamil, means the tips of the fingers, as Qatadah stated. This is the behavior of the 
hypocrites who pretend to be believers and kind when they are with the believers, all the while 
concealing the opposite in their hearts in every respect. This is the exact situation that Allah 
describes, 



(But when they are alone, they bite their Anamil at you in rage) and rage is extreme anger and 
fury. Allah said to them, 



(Say: "Perish in your rage. Certainly, Allah knows what is in the breasts (all the secrets).") for 
no matter how much you envy the believers and feel rage towards them, know that Allah shall 



perfect His favor on His believing servants, complete His religion, raise high His Word and give 
dominance to His religion. Therefore, hypocrites, die in rage, 



(Allah knows what is in the breasts.) 

Allah has perfect knowledge of what you conceal in your hearts and chests and in the rage, 
envy and hatred you have against the believers. Allah will punish you for all this in this life, and 
they will have the good that you dislike for them. In the Hereafter, you will suffer severe 
torment in the Fire where you will remain for eternity. 

Thereafter, Allah said, 



(If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil overtakes you, they rejoice at it) 
3:120 . This only emphasizes the severity of the enmity that the hypocrites feel against the 
believers. If the believers enjoy fertile years, victories, support and their numbers and 
following increase, the hypocrites become displeased. When the Muslims suffer a drought or 
their enemies gain the upper hand against them, by Allah's decree, just as occurred during the 
battle of Uhud, the hypocrites become pleased. Allah said to His believing servants, 



(But if you remain patient and have Taqwa, not the least harm will their cunning do to you.) 

Allah directs the believers to safety from the wickedness of evil people and the plots of the 
sinners, by recommending them to revert to patience and by having fear of Allah and trusting 
Him. Allah encompasses the enemies of the believers, all the while the believers have no 
power or strength except from Him. Whatever Allah wills, occurs, and whatever He does not 
will, does not occur. Nothing happens in His Kingdom except with His decision and according to 
His decrees. Verily, whoever relies on Allah, Allah shall suffice for him. 

Allah then mentions the story of Uhud, the defeat that He tested the believers with, His 
distinguishing the believers from the hypocrites and their patience. 



(121. And (remember) when you left your household in the morning to post the believers at 
their stations for the battle (of Uhud). And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) (122. When two 
parties from among you were about to lose heart, but Allah was their Wali (Supporter and 
Protector). And in Allah should the believers put their trust.) (123. And Allah has already made 
you victorious at Badr, when you were a weak little force. So have Taqwa of Allah that you may 
be grateful.) 



The Battle of Uhud 

According to the majority of scholars, these Ayat are describing the battle of Uhud, as Ibn 
'Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others said. The battle of Uhud occurred on a 
Saturday, in the month of Shawwal on the third year of Hijrah. * Ikrimah said that Uhud 
occurred in the middle of the month of Shawwal, and Allah knows best. 



The Reason Behind the Battle of Uhud 

The idolators suffered many casualties among their noble men at the battle of Badr. The 
caravan that Abu Sufyan led (before Badr) returned safely to Makkah, prompting the remaining 
Makkan leaders and the children of those who were killed at Badr to demand from Abu Sufyan 
to, "Spend this money on fighting Muhammad!" Consequently, they spent the money from the 
caravan on warfare expenses and mobilized their forces including the Ahabish tribes (tribes 
living around the city). They gathered three thousand soldiers and marched until they camped 
near Uhud facing Al-Madinah. The Messenger of Allah led the Friday prayer and when he 
finished with it, he performed the funeral prayer for a man from Bani An-Najjar called Malik 
bin ' Amr. The Prophet then asked the Muslims for advice, if they should march to meet the 
disbelievers, or fortify themselves in Al-Madinah. 'Abdullah bin Ubayy (the chief hypocrite) 
advised that they should remain in Al-Madinah, saying that if the disbelievers lay siege to Al- 
Madinah, the siege would be greatly disadvantageous to them. He added that if they decide to 
attack Al-Madinah, its men would face off with them, while women and children could throw 
rocks at them from above their heads; and if they decide to return to Makkah, they would 
return with failure. However, some companions who did not attend the battle of Badr advised 
that the Muslims should go out to Uhud to meet the disbelievers. 

The Messenger of Allah went to his home, put on his shield and came out. The companions 
were weary then and said to each other, "Did we compel the Messenger of Allah to go out" They 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah! If you wish, we will remain in Al-Madinah. " The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(It is not for a Prophet to wear his shield for war then lay down his arms before Allah decides in 
his favor.) 

The Messenger of Allah marched with a thousand of his Companions. When they reached the 
Shawt area, ' Abdullah bin Ubayy went back to Al-Madinah with a third of the army, claiming he 
was angry the Prophet did not listen to his advice. He and his supporters said, "If we knew that 
you would fight today, we would have accompanied you. However, we do not think that you 
will fight today." The Messenger of Allah marched until he reached the hillside in the area of 
Uhud, where they camped in the valley with Mount Uhud behind them. The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(No one starts fighting until I issue the command to fight.) 

The Messenger prepared his forces for battle, and his army was seven hundred men. He 
appointed " Abdullah bin Jubayr, from Bani " Amr bin ' Awf, to lead the archers who were fifty 
men. The Prophet said to them, 



» 



« 

(Keep the horsemen away from us, and be aware that we might be attacked from your 
direction. If victory was for or against us, remain in your positions. And even if you see us being 
picked up by birds, do not abandon your positions.) 

The Prophet wore two protective shields and gave the flag to Mus' ab bin ' Umayr of Bani ' Abd 
Ad-Dar. The Prophet also allowed some young men to participate in fighting, but not others, 
whom he allowed to participate in the battle of Al-Khandaq two years later. The Quraysh 
mobilized their forces of three thousand men with two hundred horsemen on each flank. They 
appointed Khalid bin Al-Walid to lead the right side of the horsemen and ' Ikrimah Ibn Abi Jahl 
on the left side. They also gave their grand flag to the tribe of Bani ' Abd Ad-Dar. Allah willing, 
we will mention the details of this battle later on, if Allah wills. Allah said here, 



(And (remember) when you left your household in the morning to post the believers at their 
stations for the battle) 3:121 , designating them to various positions, dividing the army to the 
left and right sides and placing them wherever you command them. 



(And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower), He hears what you say and knows what you conceal in 
your hearts. Allah said next, 



(When two parties from among you were about to lose heart,) 3:122 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Jabir bin " Abdullah said, "The Ayah, 



(When two parties from among you were about to lose heart) was revealed about us, the two 
Muslim tribes of Bani Harithah and Bani Salamah. I (or we) would not be pleased if it was not 
revealed, because Allah said in it, 



(but Allah wastheir Wali (Supporter and Protector)) 3:122 ." 
Muslim recorded this Hadith from Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah. 

Reminding the Believers of Their Victory at Badr 

Allah said, 



(And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr,) 3:123 meaning, during the battle of 
Badr, which occurred on a Friday, the seventeenth of Ramadan, in the second year of Hijrah. 

The day of Badr is known as Yawm Al-Furqan the Day of the Clarification , by which Allah 
gave victory and dominance to Islam and its people and disgraced and destroyed Shirk, even 
though the Muslims were few. The Muslims numbered three hundred and thirteen men, with 
two horses and seventy camels. The rest were foot soldiers without enough supplies for the 
battle. The enemy army consisted of nine hundred to a thousand men, having enough shields 
and supplies, battle-ready horses and even various adornments. 

However, Allah gave victory to His Messenger , supported His revelation, and illuminated 
success on the faces of the Prophet and his following. Allah also brought disgrace to Shayatan 
and his army. This is why Allah reminded His believing servants and pious party of this favor, 



(And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr, when you were a weak little force), cwhen 
you were few then. This Ayah reminds them that victory is only from Allah, not because of a 
large army and adequate supplies. This is why Allah said in another Ayah, 



(. .and on the day of Hunayn (battle) when you rejoiced at your great number, but it availed 
you naught) 9:25 , until, 



(And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 9:27 . 

Badr is an area between Makkah and Al-Madinah and is known by the well that bears its name, 
which in turn was so named after Badr bin An-Narayn, the person who dug the well. 



(So have Taqwa of Allah that you may be grateful.) 3:123 , means, fulfill the obligations of 
His obedience. 



(124. (Remember) when you said to the believers, "Is it not enough for you that your Lord 
should help you with three thousand angels sent down") (125. "But, if you hold on to patience 
and have Taqwa, and the enemy comes rushing at you; your Lord will help you with five 
thousand angels having marks (of distinction).") (126. Allah made it not but as a message of 
good news for you and as an assurance to your hearts. And there is no victory except from 
Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) (127. That He might cut off a part of those who disbelieve, 
or expose them to infamy, so that they retire frustrated.) (128. Not for you is the decision; 
whether He turns in mercy to (pardon) them or punishes them; verily, they are the 
wrongdoers.) (129. And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. 
He forgives whom He wills, and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 

The Support of the Angels 

The scholars of Tafsir differ over whether the promise contained in these Ayat referred to the 
battle of Badr or Uhud. The First View 

There are two opinions about this, one of them saying that Allah's statement, 



((Remember) when you said to the believers) 3:124 , is related to His statement, 



(And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr) 3:123 . 

This was reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 'Amr Ash-Sha' bi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and several 
others, Ibn Jarir also agreed with this opinion. ' Abbad bin Mansur said that Al-Hasan said that 
Allah's statement, 



((Remember) when you said to the believers, "Is it not enough for you that your Lord should 
help you with three thousand angels") 3:124 , is about the battle of Badr; Ibn Abi Hatim also 
recorded this statement. 

Ibn Abi Hatim then reported that * Amr Ash-Sha' bi said, "On the day of Badr, the Muslims 
received information that Kurz bin Jabir (a prominent tribe chief) was aiding the idolators, and 
this news was hard on them, so Allah revealed; 



("Is it not enough for you that your Lord (Allah) should help you with three thousand angels sent 
down"), until, 



(having marks (of distinction)) 3:124,125 



The news of the defeat of the idolators at Badr reached Kurz and he did not reinforce them, 
and thus, Allah did not reinforce the Muslims with the five (thousands of angels)." 

As for Ar-Rabr bin Anas, he said, "Allah supported the Muslims with one thousand (angels), 
then the number reached three thousand, then five thousand." If one asks, according to this 
opinion, how can we combine between this Ayah and Allah's statement about Badr, 



((Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He answered you (saying): "I will help you 
with a thousand angels, each behind the other (following one another) in succession.") 8:9 , 
until, 



(Verily! Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise) We say that the one thousand mentioned here does not 
contradict the three thousand mentioned in the above Ayah 3:124 . The word "in succession" 
means they follow each other and thus indicates that thousands more will follow them. The 
two Ayat above 8:9 and 3:124 are similar in meaning and it appears that they both were 
about the battle of Badr, because the angels did fight in the battle of Badr, as the evidence 
indicates. Allah knows best. Allah's statement, 



(But if you hold on to patience and have Taqwa,) 3:125 means, if you observe patience while 
fighting the enemy, all the while fearing Me and obeying My command. Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar- 
Rabr and As-Suddi said that Allah's statement, 



(and they will come rushing) means, they (angels) will rush to you instantaneously. AI-'Awfi 
said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah means, "All at once". It is also said that it means, 
before their anger subsides (against the disbelievers). The Second View 

The second opinion stipulates that the promise mentioned here concerning the angels 
participating in battle is related to Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when you left your household in the morning to post the believers at their 
stations for the battle) of Uhud. However, we should add, the angels did not come to the aid of 
Muslims at Uhud, because Allah made it conditional, 



(But if you hold on to patience and have Taqwa) 3: 125 . 

The Muslims were not patient at Uhud. Rather, they ran away and, consequently, did not 
receive the support of even one angel. 

Allah's statement, 



(your Lord will help you with five thousand angels having marks), of distinction. 

Abu Ishaq As-Subay' i said; from Harithah bin Mudarrib said that 'AM bin Abi Talib said, "The 
angels were distinguished by wearing white wool at Badr." The angels also had special markings 
distinguishing their horses. 

Allah said, 



(Allah made it not but as a message of good news for you and as an assurance to your hearts) 
3:126 . 

This Ayah means, "Allah sent down angels and told you about their descent to encourage you 
and to comfort and reassure your hearts. You should know that victory only comes from Allah 
and that if He willed, He would have defeated your enemy without you having to fight them." 
For instance, Allah said after commanding the believersto fight, 



(But if it had been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have punished them (without you). 
But (He lets you fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those who are killed in the 
way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set right their state. 
And admit them to Paradise which He has made known to them) 47:4-6 . 

This is why Allah said here, 



(Allah made it not but as a message of good news for you and as an assurance to your hearts. 
And there is no victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise) 3:126 . 

This Ayah means, "Allah is the Almighty Whose power can never be undermined, and He has the 
perfect wisdom in His decrees and in all His decisions." Allah said, 



(That He might cut off apart of those who disbelieve,) 3:127 meaning, out of His wisdom, He 
commands you to perform Jihad and to fight. 

Allah then mentions the various consequences of performing Jihad against the disbelievers. For 
instance, Allah said, 



(That He might cut off a part...) meaning, to cause a part of a nation to perish, 



(of those who disbelieve, or expose them to infamy,) by disgracing them and forcing them to 
return with only their rage, having failed in their aim to harm you. This is why Allah said next, 



(or expose them to infamy, so that they retire) to go back to their land, 



(frustrated) without achieving their aims. 

Allah then mentions a statement that test if ies t hat the decision in this life and the Hereafter is 
for Him Alone without partners, 



(Not for you is the decision) 3:128 

meaning, "The matter is all in My Hand." Allah also said, 



(your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us isthe reckoning.) 13:40 , and, 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills.) 2:272 , and, 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills) 28: 56 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Allah's statement, 



(Not for you isthe decision;), means, "No part of the decision regarding My servants is yours, 
except what I command you." Allah then mentionsthe rest of the consequences of Jihad, 



(whether He pardons them) concerning the acts of disbelief that they commit, thus delivering 
them from misguidance to the guidance. 



(or punishesthem;) in this life and the Hereafter because of their disbelief and errors, 



(verily, they are the wrongdoers), and thus, they deserve such a fate. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that, Salim bin 'Abdullah said that his father said that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying -- when he raised his head from bowing in the second unit of the Fajr 
prayer -- "0 Allah! Curse so-and-so," after saying; SamP Allahu Liman Hamidah, Rabbana wa 
lakal-Hamd. Thereafter, Allah revealed this Ayah, 



(Not for you is the decision;) This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Salim bin ' Abdullah said that his father said that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! Curse so-and-so. Allah! Curse Al-Harith bin Hisham. Allah! Curse Suhayl bin ' Amr. 
Allah! Curse Safwan bin Umayyah.) 

Thereafter, this Ayah was revealed; 



(Not for you is the decision; whether He turns in mercy to (pardon) them or punishesthem; 
verily, they are the wrongdoers) 3:128 . 

All these persons were pardoned (after they embraced Islam later on). 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that when Allah's Messenger would supplicate 
against or for someone, he would do so when he was finished bowing and saying; SamT Allahu 
Liman Hamidah, Rabbana wa lakal-Hamd. He would then say, (theQunut) 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Save Al-Walid bin Al-Walid, Salamah bin Hisham, " Ayyash bin Abi RabP ah and the 
weak and the helpless people among the faithful believers. O Allah! Be hard on the tribe of 
Mudar and let them suffer from years of famine like that of the time of Yusuf. ) 

He would say this supplication aloud. He sometimes would supplicate during the Dawn prayer, 
"0 Allah! Curse so-and-so (persons)," mentioning some Arab tribes. Thereafter, Allah revealed, 



(Not for you is the decision.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Hamid and Thabit said that, Anas bin Malik said that the Prophet was 
injured during the battle of Uhud and said, 



« » 

(How can a people achieve success after having injured their Prophet) 
Thereafter, 



(Not for you is the decision,) was revealed. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that, the Prophet's front tooth was broken during the 
battle of Uhud and he also sustained injuries on his forehead until blood dripped on his face. 
The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(How can a people achieve success after having done this to their Prophet who is calling them 
to their Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored) Allah revealed, 



(Not for you is the decision; whether He turns in mercy to (pardons) them or punishes them; 
verily, they are the wrongdoers.) Muslim also collected this Hadith. 

Allah then said, 



(And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the Earth.) 3:129 , everything 
is indeed the property of Allah and all are servants in His Hand. 



(He forgives whom He wills, and punishes whom He wills.) for His is the decision and none can 
resist His decision. Allah is never asked about what He does, while they will be asked, 



(and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



(130. you who believe! Do not consume Riba doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah that you 
may be successful.) (131. And fear the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers.) (132. And 
obey Allah and the Messenger that you may obtain mercy.) (133. And march forth in the way 
(which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as the heavens and the 
earth, prepared for the Muttaqin (the pious).) (134. Those who spend (in Allah's cause) in 
prosperity and in adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, Allah loves the 
Muhsinin (the good-doers).) (135. And those who, when they have committed Fahishah 
(immoral sin) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their 
sins; and none can forgive sins but Allah, and do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, 
while they know.) (136. For such, the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with 
rivers flowing underneath (Paradise), wherein they shall abide forever. How excellent is this 
reward for the doers (of good).) 

Interest (Riba) is Prohibited 

Allah prohibits His believing servants from dealing in Riba and from requiring interest on their 
capital, just as they used to do during the time of Jahiliyyah. For instance, when the time to 
pay a loan comes, the creditor would say to the debtor, "Either pay now, or the loan will incur 
interest." If the debtor asks for deferment of the loan, the creditor would require interest and 
this would occur year after year until the little capital becomes multiplied many times. Allah 
also commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him so that they may achieve success in this life 
and the Hereafter. Allah also threatensthem with the Fire and warnsthem against it, saying, 



(And fear the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers. And obey Allah and the Messenger 
that you may obtain mercy.) 3:131,132 . 

The Encouragment to Do Good for which Paradise is the Result 

Allah encourages His servants to perform righteous deeds and to rush to accomplish the acts of 
obedience. Allah said, 



(And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as 
wide as the heavens and the earth, prepared for the Muttaqin (the pious)) 3:133 . 

Just as the Fire was prepared for the disbelievers. It was reported that the meaning of Allah's 
statement, 



(as wide as the heavens and the earth) draws the attention to the spaciousness of Paradise. For 
instance, Allah said in another Ayah, while describing the couches of Paradise, 



(lined with silk brocade) 55:54 , so what about their outer covering It was also said that 
Paradise is as wide as its length, because it is a dome under the Throne. The width and length 
of a dome or a circle are the same in distance. This is supported by what is found in the Sahih; 



» 



« 



(When you ask Allah for Paradise, ask Him for Al-Firdaws which is the highest and best part of 
Paradise. From it originate the rivers of Paradise, and above it is the Throne of the Most 
Beneficent (Allah).) 

ThisAyah 3:133above is similar to Allah's statement in Surat Al-Hadid, 



(Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord (Allah), and Paradise 
the width whereof is as the width of the heaven and the Earth) 57:21 . 

Al-Bazzar recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that a man came to the Messenger of Allah and 
asked him, about Allah's statement, 



(Paradise as wide as the heavens and the Earth) 3:133 ; "Where is the Fire then" The Prophet 
said, 



» 



« 



(When the night comes, it overtakes everything, so where is the day) The man said, "Where 
Allah wants it to be." The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Similarly, the Fire is where Allah wants it to be.) This Hadith hastwo possible meanings. First, 
when we do not see the night during the day, this does not mean that the day is not 
somewhere else, even though we cannot see it. Such is the case with Hell-fire, for it is where 
Allah wants it to be. The second meaning is that when the day overcomes this part of the 
world, the night overt akesthe other part. Such isthe case with Paradise, for it is in the utmost 
heights above the heavens and under the Throne. The width of Paradise is, as Allah stated, 



(whereof is asthe width of the heaven and the Earth) 57:21 



The Fire, on the other hand, is in the lowest of lows. Therefore, Paradise being as wide as the 
heavens and Earth does not contradict the fact that the Fire exists wherever Allah wills it to 
be. 

Allah said, while describing the people of Paradise, 



(Those who spend (in Allah's cause) in prosperity and in adversity) 3:134 , in hard times and 
easy times, while active (or enthusiastic) and otherwise, healthy or ill, and in all conditions, 
just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Those who spend their wealth (in Allah's cause) by night and day, in secret and in public) 
2:274 These believers are never distracted from obeying Allah, spending on what pleases 
Him, being kind to His servants and their relatives, and other acts of righteousness. Allah said, 



(who repress anger, and who pardon men;) 3:134 for when they are angry, they control their 
anger and do act upon it. Rather, they even forgive those who hurt them. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The strong person is not he who is able to physically overcome people. The strong person is he 
who overcomes his rage when he is angry.) 

This Hadith is also recorded in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(He who gives time to a debtor or forgives him, then Allah will save him from the heat of 
Jahannam (Hell-fire). Behold! The deeds of Paradise are difficult to reach, for they are on top 
of a hill, while the deeds of the Fire are easy to find in the lowlands. The happy person is he 
who is saved from the tests. Verily, there is no dose of anything better to Allah than a dose of 
rage that the servant controls, and whenever the servant of Allah controls it, he will be 
internally filled with faith.) 

This Hadith was recorded by Imam Ahmad, its chain of narration is good, it does not contain 
any disparraged narrators, and the meaning is good. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sahl bin Mif adh bin Anas said that his father said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever controlled rage while able to act upon it, then Allah will call him while all creation is 
a witness, until He gives him the choice of any of the Huris (fair females with wide, lovely eyes 
- as mates for the pious) he wishes.) 

Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Maj ah collected this Hadith, which At-Tirmidhi said was "Hasan 
Gharib". 

Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Ibn ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There is not a dose of anything that the servant takes which is better than a dose of control of 
rage that he feels, when he does it seeking Allah's Face.) Ibn Jarir and Ibn Majah also collected 
this Hadith. 

Allah said, 



(who repress anger) meaning, they do not satisfy their rage upon people. Rather, they refrain 
from harming them and await their rewards with Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah 
then said, 



(and who pardon men;) They forgive those who treat them with injustice. Therefore, they do 
not hold any ill feelings about anyone in their hearts, and this is the most excellent conduct in 
this regard. This is why Allah said, 



(verily, Allah lovesthe Muhsinin (the good-doers)). 

This good conduct isatypeof Ihsan excellence in the religion . There is a Hadith that reads, 



» 



« 



(I swear regarding three matters: no charity shall ever decrease the wealth; whenever one 
forgives people, then Allah will magnify his honor; and he who is humble for Allah, then Allah 
will raise his rank.) 

Allah said, 



(And those who, when they have committed Fahishah or wronged themselves with evil, 
remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins) 3:135 . 

Therefore, if they commit an error they follow it with repentance and ask forgiveness. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(A man once committed an error and said, ' Lord! I committed an error, so forgive me.' Allah 
said, ' My servant committed an error and knew that he has a Lord Who forgives or punishes for 
the error. I have forgiven My servant.' The man committed another error and said, '0 Lord! I 
committed an error, so forgive me.' Allah said, 'My servant knew that he has a Lord Who 
forgives or punishes for the sin. I have forgiven My servant.' The man committed another error 
and said, ' Lord! I committed an error, so forgive me.' Allah said, " My servant knew that he 
has a Lord Who forgives or punishes for the error. I have forgiven my servant.' He then 
committed another error and said, '0 Lord! I committed an error, so forgive me.' Allah said, 
x My servant knew that he has a Lord Who forgives or punishes for the error. Bear witness that I 



have forgiven My servant, so let him do whatever he likes.') A similar narration was collected in 
theSahih. 

" Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "I wastold that when the Ayah, 



(And those who, when they have committed Fahishah or wronged themselves with evil, 
remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins,) was revealed, Iblis (Shayatan) cried." Allah's 
statement, 



(and none can forgive sins but Allah), meansthat none except Allah forgives sins, t All ah said, 



(And do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know), for they repent from 
their error, return to Allah before death, do not insist on error, and if they err again, they 
repent from it. Allah said here, 



(while they know) Mujahid and 'Abdullah bin ' Ubayd bin x Umayr commented, "Whoever 
repents, then Allah will forgive him." Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants) 9:104 , and, 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 4: 110 and there are several examples similar to this 
Ayah. 



Next, Allah said after this description, 



(For such, the reward is forgiveness from their Lord) 3:136 , as a reward for these qualities, 



(forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing underneath (Paradise)) carrying 
all kinds of drinks, 



(wherein they shall abide forever) and ever, 



(How excellent isthis reward for the doers) Allah praises Paradise in this part of the Ayah. 



(137. Many similar ways (and mishaps of life) were faced by nations (believers and 
disbelievers) that have passed away before you, so travel through the earth, and see what was 
the end of those who denied.) (138. This is a plain statement for mankind, a guidance and 
instruction for the Muttaqin.) (139. 3d do not become weak, nor be sad, and you will be 
triumphant if you are indeed believers.) (140. If a wound has touched you, be sure a similar 
wound has touched the others. And so are the days, that We give to men by turns, that Allah 
may know (test) those who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you. And Allah 
likes not the wrongdoers.) (141. And that Allah may test those who believe and destroy the 
disbelievers.). (142. Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah knows (tests) those 
of you who performed Jihad and knows (tests) those who are patient) (143. You did indeed 
wish for death before you met it. Now you have seen it openly with your own eyes.) 



The Wisdom Behind the Losses Muslims Suffered During Uhud 

Allah states to His believing servants who suffered losses in the battle of Uhud, including 
seventy dead, 



(Many similar ways (and mishaps of life) were faced before you), for the previous nations who 
followed their Prophets before you, they too suffered losses. However, the good end was 
theirs, and the ultimate defeat was for the disbelievers. This is why Allah said, 



(so travel through the earth, and see what wasthe end of those who denied). Allah said next, 



(This is a plain statement for mankind), meaning, the Qur'an explains the true reality of things 
and narrates how the previous nations suffered by the hands of their enemies. 



(And a guidance and instruction) for the Qur'an containsthe news of the past, and, 



(guidance) for your hearts, 



(and instruction for the Muttaqin) to discourage committing the prohibited and forbidden 
matters. Allah comfortsthe believers by saying, 



(So do not become weak), because of what you suffered, 



(nor be sad, and you will be triumphant if you are indeed believers), for surely, the ultimate 
victory and triumph will be yours, believers. 



(If a wound has touched you, be sure a similar wound has touched the others) 3:140 . 

Therefore, the Ayah says, if you suffered injuries and some of you were killed, then your 
enemies also suffered injuries and fatalities. 



(And so are the days, that We give to men by turns) , and at times-- out of wisdom -- We allow 
the enemy to overcome you, although the final good end will be yours. 



(and that Allah may know (test) those who believe,) meaning, "So that We find out who would 
be patient while fighting the enemies," according to Ibn " Abbas. 



(and that He may take martyrs from among you) those who would be killed in Allah's cause and 
gladly offer their lives seeking His pleasure. 



(And Allah likes not the wrongdoers. And that Allah may test those who believe) 3:140,141 , 
by forgiving them their sins if they have any. Otherwise, Allah will raise their grades according 
to the lossesthey suffered. Allah's statement, 



(and destroy the disbelievers), for it is their conduct that if they gain the upper hand, they 
transgress and commit aggression. However, this conduct only leads to ultimate destruction, 
extermination, perishing and dying out. 

Allah then said, 



(Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah knows (tests) those of you who will 
perform Jihad and (also) knows (tests) those who are the patient) 3:142 . 

The Ayah asks, do you think that you will enter Paradise without being tested with warfare and 
hardships Allah said in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who passed 
away before you They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken. ..) 
2:214 . Allah said, 



(Alif Lam Mim. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and 
will not be tested) 29:1,2 , This is why He said here, 



(Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah knows (tests) those of you who will 
perform Jihad and (also) knows (tests) those who are the patient) 3:142 meaning, you will 
not earn Paradise until you are tested and thus Allah knows who among you are the ones who 
struggle and fight in His cause and are patient in the face of the enemy. Allah said, 



(You did indeed wish for death (martyrdom) before you met it. Now you have seen it openly 
with your own eyes) 3:143 . 

The Ayah proclaims, believers! Before today, you wished that you could meet the enemy and 
were eager to fight them. What you wished has occurred, so fight them and be patient. 

In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Do not wish to encounter the enemy, and ask Allah for your well-being. However, if you do 
encounter them, then observe patience and know that Paradise is under the shade of swords.) 

This is why Allah said here, 



(Now you have seen it): death, you saw it when the swords appeared, the blades were 
sharpened, the spears crisscrossed and men stood in lines for battle. This part of the Ayah 
contains a figure of speech that mentions imagining what can be felt but not seen. 



(144. Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed Messengers have passed away before 
him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels And he who turns back on his 
heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah; and Allah will reward the grateful. ) (145. And no 
person can ever die except by Allah's leave and at an appointed term. And whoever desires a 
reward in the world, We shall give him of it; and whoever desires a reward in the Hereafter, 
We shall give him thereof. And We shall reward the grateful.) (146. And many a Prophet fought 
and along with him many Ribbiyyun. But they never lost heart for that which befall them in 
Allah's way, nor did nor they weaken nor degrade themselves. And Allah loves the patient.) 
(147. And they said nothing but: "Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our transgressions, establish 
our feet firmly, and give us victory over the disbelieving folk.") (148. So Allah gave them the 
reward of this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereafter. And Allah loves the good- 
doers.) 

The Rumor that the Prophet was Killed at Uhud 

When Muslims suffered defeat in battle at Uhud and some of them were killed, Shaytan 
shouted, "Muhammad has been killed." Ibn Qami'ah went back to the idolators and claimed, "I 
have killed Muhammad." Some Muslims believed this rumor and thought that the Messenger of 
Allah had been killed, claiming that this could happen, for Allah narrated that this occurred to 
many Prophets before. Therefore, the Muslims' resolve was weakened and they did not actively 
participate in battle. This is why Allah sent down to His Messenger His statement, 



(Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed Messengers have passed away before 
him.) he is to deliver Allah's Message and may be killed in the process, just as what happened 
to many Prophets before. Ibn Abi Najih said that his father said that a man from the Muhajirin 
passed by an Ansari man who was bleeding (during Uhud) and said to him, "O fellow! Did you 
know that Muhammad was killed" The Ansari man said, "Even if Muhammad was killed, he has 
indeed conveyed the Message. Therefore, defend your religion." The Ayah, 



(Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away 
before him), was revealed. This story was collected by Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi in Dala'il 
An-Nubuwwah. 



Allah said next, while chastising those who became weak, 



(If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels), become disbelievers, 



(And he who turns back on his heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah; and Allah will give 
reward to those who are grateful), those who obeyed Allah, defended His religion and followed 
His Messenger whether he was alive or dead. The Sahih, Musnad and Sunan collections gathered 
various chains of narration stating that Abu Bakr recited this Ayah when the Messenger of Allah 
died. Al-Bukhari recorded that ' A'ishah said that Abu Bakr came riding his horse from his 
dwelling in As-Sunh. He dismounted, entered the Masjid and did not speak to anyone until he 
came to her in her room and went directly to the Prophet, who was covered with a marked 
blanket. Abu Bakr uncovered his face, knelt down and kissed him, then started weeping and 
proclaimed, "My father and my mother be sacrificed for you! Allah will not combine two deaths 
on you. You have died the death, which was written for you." 

Ibn ' Abbas narrated that Abu Bakr then came out, while x Umar was addressing the people, and 
Abu Bakr told him to sit down but " Umar refused, and the people attended to Abu Bakr and left 
'Umar. Abu Bakr said, "To proceed; whoever among you worshipped Muhammad, then 
Muhammad is dead, but whoever worshipped Allah, Allah is alive and will never die. Allah said, 



(Muhammad is no more than a Messenger and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away 
before him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels And he who turns back 
on his heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah; and Allah will reward the grateful.)" 

The narrator added, "By Allah, it was as if the people never knew that Allah had revealed this 
verse before until Abu Bakr recited it, and then whoever heard it, started reciting it." Sa' id bin 
Al-Musayyib said that ' Umar said, "By Allah! When I heard Abu Bakr recite this Ayah, my feet 
could not hold me, and I fell to the ground." 

Allah said, 



(And no person can ever die except by Allah's leave and at an appointed term.) 3:145 
meaning, no one dies except by Allah's decision, after he has finished the term that Allah has 
destined for him. This is why Allah said, 



(at an appointed term) which is similar to His statements, 



(And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but it is in a 
Book) 35:11 , and, 



(He it is Who has created you from clay, and then has decreed a (stated) term (for you to die). 
And there is with Him another determined term (for you to be resurrected)) 6:2 . 

This Ayah 3:145 encourages cowards to participate in battle; for doing so, or avoiding battle 
neither decreases, nor increases the life term. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that, Habib bin Suhban 
said that a Muslim man, Hujr bin " Adi, said in a battle, "What prevents you from crossing this 
river (the Euphrates) to the enemy 



(And no person can ever die except by Allah's leave and at an appointed term)" He then crossed 
the river riding his horse, and when he did, the Muslims followed him. When the enemy saw 
them, they started shouting, "Diwan (Persian; crazy)," and they ran away. 



Allah said next, 



(And whoever desires a reward in the world, We shall give him of it; and whoever desires a 
reward in the Hereafter, We shall give him thereof). 

Therefore, the Ayah proclaims, whoever works for the sake of this life, will only earn what 
Allah decides he will earn. However, he will not have a share in the Hereafter. Whoever works 
for the sake of the Hereafter, Allah will give him a share in the Hereafter, along with what He 
decides for him in this life. In similar statements, Allah said, 



(Whosoever desires (by his deeds) the reward of the Hereafter, We give him increase in his 
reward, and whosoever desires the reward of this world (by his deeds), We give him thereof 
(what is decreed for him), and he has no portion in the Hereafter.) 42:20 , and, 



(Whoever desires the quick-passing (transitory enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him 
what We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for him Hell; he will 
burn therein disgraced and despised. And whoever desiresthe Hereafter and strivesfor it, with 
the necessary effort due for it while he is a believer, then such are the ones whose striving 
shall be appreciated) 17:18-19. 

InthisAyah 3:145 , Allah said, 



(And We shall reward the grateful. ) meaning, We shall award them with Our favor and mercy 
in this life and the Hereafter, according to the degree of their appreciation of Allah and their 
good deeds. 

Allah then comfortsthe believers because of what they suffered in Uhud, 



(And many a Prophet fought and along with him many Ribbiyyun.) 

It was said that this Ayah means that many Prophets and their companions were killed in 
earlier times, as is the view chosen by Ibn Jarir. It was also said that the Ayah means that many 
Prophets witnessed their companions' death before their eyes. However, Ibn Ishaq mentioned 
another explanation in his Srah, saying that this Ayah means, "Many a Prophet was killed, and 
he had many companions whose resolve did not weaken after their Prophet died, and they did 
not become feeble in the face of the enemy. What they suffered in Jihad in Allah's cause and 
for the sake of their religion did not make them lose heart. This is patience, 



(and Allah loves the patient.)" As-Suhayli agreed with this explanation and defended it 
vigorously. This view is supported by Allah saying; 



(And along with him many Ribbiyyun). 

In his book about the battles, Al-Amawi mentioned only this explanation for the Ayah. Sufyan 
Ath-Thawri reported that, Ibn Mas' ud said that, 



(many Ribbiyyun) means, thousands. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, * Ikrimah, Al- 
Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ar-RabP and " Ata' Al-Khurasani said that the word Ribbiyyun means, 
" large bands'. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mmar said that Al-Hasan said that, 



(many Ribbiyyun) means, many scholars. He also said that it means patient and pious scholars. 



(But they never lost heart for that which befell them in Allah's way, nor did they weaken nor 
degrade themselves.) 

Qatadah and Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that, 



(nor did they weaken), means, after their Prophet was killed. 



(nor degrade themselves), by reverting from the true guidance and religion. Rather, they 
fought on the path that Allah's Prophet fought on until they met Allah. Ibn " Abbas said that, 



(nor degrade themselves) means, nor became humiliated, while As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said that 
it means, they did not give in to the enemy. 



(And Allah loves the patient. And they said nothing but: "Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our 
transgressions, establish our feet firmly, and give us victory over the disbelieving folk.") 
3:146-147 , and this was the statement that they kept repeating. Therefore, 



(So Allah gave them the reward of thisworld) victory, triumph and the good end, 



(and the excellent reward of the Hereafter) added to the gains in this life, 



(And Allah lovesthe good-doers) 



(149. you who believe! If you obey those who disbelieve, they will send you back on your 
heels, and you will turn back as losers.) (150. Nay, Allah is your protector, and He is the best of 
helpers.) (151. We shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, because they 
joined others in worship with Allah, for which He sent no authority; their abode will be the Fire 
and how evil is the abode of the wrongdoers.) (152. And Allah did indeed fulfill His promise to 
you when you were killing them (your enemy) with His permission; until Fashiltum and fell to 
disputing about the order, and disobeyed after He showed you what you love. Among you are 
some that desire this world and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He made you flee from 
them, that He might test you. But surely, He forgave you, and Allah is Most Gracious to the 
believers.) (153. (And remember) when you ran away without even casting a side glance at 
anyone, and the Messenger was in your rear calling you back. There did Allah give you one 
distress after another by way of requital, to teach you not to grieve for that which had escaped 
you, nor for what struck you. And Allah is Wei I -Aware of all that you do.) 



The Prohibition of Obeying the Disbelievers; the Cause of Defeat at 

Uhud 

Allah warns His believing servants against obeying the disbelievers and hypocrites, because 
such obedience leads to utter destruction in this life and the Hereafter. This is why Allah said, 



(If you obey those who disbelieve, they will send you back on your heels, and you will turn back 
(from faith) as losers) 3:149. 

Allah also commands the believers to obey Him, take Him as their protector, seek His aid and 
trust in Him. Allah said, 



(Nay, Allah is your protector, and He is the best of helpers). 

Allah next conveys the good news that He will put fear of the Muslims, and feelings of 
subordination to the Muslims in the hearts of their disbelieving enemies, because of their Kufr 
and Shirk. And Allah has prepared torment and punishment for them in the Hereafter. Allah 
said, 



(We shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, because they joined others in 
worship with Allah, for which He sent no authority; their abode will be the Fire and how evil is 
the abode of the wrongdoers). In addition, the Two Sahihs recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I was given five things that no other Prophet before me was given. I was aided with fear the 
distance of one month, the earth was made a Masjid and clean place for me, I was allowed war 
booty, I was given the Intercession, and Prophets used to be sent to their people, but I was 
sent to all mankind particularly.) 

Allah said, 



(And Allah did indeed fulfill His promise to you) 3:152 , 
in the beginning of the day of Uhud, 



(when you were killing them), slaying your enemies, 



(with His permission), for He allowed you to do that against them, 



(until when you Fashiltum). Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn 'Abbas said that Fashiltum means, Most 
courage'. 



(and fell to disputing about the order, and disobeyed) such as the mistake made by the 
archers, 



(after He showed you what you love), that is, victory over the disbelievers, 



(Among you are some that desire this world) referring to those who sought to collect the booty 
when they saw the enemy being defeated, 



(and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He made you flee from them, that He might test 
you). 

This Ayah means, Allah gave them the upper hand to try and test you, believers, 



(but surely, He forgave you) 



He forgave the error you committed, because, and Allah knows best, the idolators were many 
and well supplied, while Muslims had few men and few supplies. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "We met the idolators on that day (Uhud) and the 
Prophet appointed 'Abdullah bin Jubayr as the commander of the archers. He instructed them, 
'Retain your position, and if you see that we have defeated them, do not abandon your 
positions. If you see that they defeated us, do not rush to help us.' The disbelievers gave flight 
when we met them, and we saw their women fleeing up the mountain while lifting up their 
clothes revealing their anklets and their legs. So, the companions (of 'Abdullah bin Jubayr) 
said, 'The booty, the booty!' 'Abdullah bin Jubayr said, ' Allah's Messenger commanded me not 
to allow you to abandon your position.' They refused to listen, and when they left their 
position, Muslims were defeated and seventy of them were killed. Abu Sufyan shouted, 'Is 
Muhammad present among these people' The Prophet said, 'Do not answer him.' Then he 
asked, ' Is the son of Abu Quhafah (Abu Bakr) present among these people' The Prophet said, 
' Do not answer him.' He asked again, ' Is the son of Al-Khattab (' Umar) present among these 
people As for these (men), they have been killed, for had they been alive, they would have 
answered me.' ' Umar could not control himself and said (to Abu Sufyan), ' You lie, enemy of 
Allah! The cause of your misery is still present.' Abu Sufyan said, 'O Hubal, be high!' On that 
the Prophet said (to his Companions), 'Answer him back.' They said, 'What shall we say' He 
said, 'Say, Allah is Higher and more Sublime.' Abu Sufyan said, 'We have the (idol) AI-' Uzza, 
and you have no ' Uzza.' The Prophet said, ' Answer him back.' They asked, ' What shall we say' 
He said, ' Say, Allah is our protector and you have no protector.' Abu Sufyan said, ' Our victory 
today is vengeance for yours in the battle of Badr, and in war (the victory) is always undecided 
and is shared in turns by the belligerents. You will find some of your killed men mutilated, but I 
did not urge my men to do so, yet I do not feel sorry for their deed.'" Only Al-Bukhari collected 
this Hadith using this chain of narration. cMuhammad bin Ishaq said that, 'Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubayr narrated that Az-Zubayr bin AI-' Awwam said, "By Allah! I saw the female servants and 
female companions of Hind (Abu Sufyan's wife) when they uncovered their legs and gave flight. 
At that time, there was no big or small effort separating us from capturing them. However, the 
archers went down the mount when the enemy gave flight from the battlefield, seeking to 
collect the booty. They uncovered our back lines to the horsemen of the disbelievers, who took 
the chance and attacked us from behind. Then a person shouted, 'Muhammad has been killed.' 
So we pulled back, and the disbelievers followed us, after we had killed those who carried 
their flag, and none of them dared to come close the flag, until then.'" Muhammad bin Ishaq 
said next, "The flag of the disbelievers was left on the ground until ' Amrah bint ' Alqamah Al- 
Harithiyyah picked it up and gave it to the Quraysh who held it." 

Allah said, 



(Then He made you flee from them, that He might test you) 3:152 . 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "My uncle Anas bin An-Nadr was absent from the 
battle of Badr. He said, 'I was absent from the first battle the Prophet fought (against the 
pagans). (By Allah) if Allah gives me a chance to fight along with the Messenger of Allah, then 
Allah will see how (bravely) I will fight.' On the day of Uhud when the Muslims turned their 
backs and fled, he said, ' O Allah! I apologize to You for what these (meaning the Muslims) have 
done, and I denounce what these pagans have done.' Then he advanced lifting his sword, and 
when Sa' d bin Mu' adh met him, he said to him, ' Sa' d bin Mu' adh! Where are you! Paradise! 
I am smelling its aroma coming from before (Mount) Uhud,' and he went forth, fought and was 
killed. We found more than eighty stab wounds, sword blows or arrow holes on his body, which 



was mutilated so badly that none except his sister could recognize him, and she could only do 
so by his fingers or by a mole." This is the narration reported by Al-Bukhari, Muslim also 
collected a similar narration from Thabit from Anas. 

The Defeat that the Muslims Suffered During the Battle of Uhud 

Allah said, 



((And remember) when you (Tus' iduna) ran away dreadfully without casting even a side glance 
at anyone), and Allah made the disbelievers leave you after you went up the mount, escaping 
your enemy. Al-Hasan and Qatadah said that, Tus' iduna, means, 'go up the mountain'. 



(without even casting a side glance at anyone) meaning, you did not glance at anyone else due 
to shock, fear and fright. 



(and the Messenger was in your rear calling you back), for you left him behind you, while he 
was calling you to stop fleeing from the enemy and to return and fight. 

As-Suddi said, "When the disbelievers attacked Muslim lines during the battle of Uhud and 
defeated them, some Muslims ran away to Al-Madinah, while some of them went up Mount 
Uhud, to a rock and stood on it. On that, the Messenger of Allah kept heralding, 'Come to me, 
servants of Allah! Come to me, servants of Allah!' Allah mentioned that the Muslims went 
up the Mount and that the Prophet called them to come back, and said, 



((And remember) when you ran away without even casting a side glance at anyone, and the 
Messenger was in your rear calling you back)." Similar was said by Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, Ar- 
Rabi' and Ibn Zayd. 



The Ansa i' and Muhajirin Defended the Messenger 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Qays bin Abi Hazim said, "I saw Talhah's hand, it was paralyzed, 
because he shielded the Prophet with it." meaning on the day of Uhud. It is recorded in the 
Two Sahihs that Abu 'Uthman An-Nahdi said, "On that day (Uhud) during which the Prophet 
fought, only Talhah bin ' Ubaydullah and Sa' d remained with the Prophet." 

Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said, "I heard Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas saying, 'The Messenger of Allah gave 
me arrows from his quiver on the day of Uhud and said, ' Shoot, may I sacrifice my father and 
mother for you.'" Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith. The Two Sahihs recorded that Sa' d bin 
Abi Waqqas said, "On the day of Uhud, I saw two men wearing white clothes, one to the right of 
the Prophet and one to his left, who were defending the Prophet fiercely. I have never seen 
these men before or after that day." Meaning angels Jibril and Mika'il, peace be upon them. 

Abu Al-Aswad said that, ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr said, "Ubayy bin Khalaf of Bani Jumah swore in 
Makkah that he would kill the Messenger of Allah . When the Messenger was told of his vow, he 
said, 'Rather, I shall kill him, Allah willing.' On the day of Uhud, Ubayy came while wearing 
iron shields and proclaiming, ' May I not be saved, if Muhammad is saved.' He then headed to 
the direction of the Messenger of Allah intending to kill him, but Mus' ab bin ' Umayr, from Bani 
Abd Ad-Dar, intercepted him and shielded the Prophet with his body, and Mus' ab bin ' Umayr 
was killed. The Messenger of Allah saw Ubayy's neck exposed between the shields and helmet, 
stabbed him with his spear, and Ubayy fell from his horse to the ground. However, no blood 
spilled from his wound. His people came and carried him away while he was moaning like an 
ox. They said to him, 'Why are you so anxious, it is only a flesh wound' Ubayy mentioned to 
them the Prophet's vow, ' Rather, I shall kill Ubayy', then commented, 'By He in Whose Hand is 
my soul! If what hit me hits the people of Dhul-Majaz (a popular pre-lslamic marketplace), they 
would all have perished.' He then died and went to the Fire, 



(So, away with the dwellers of the blazing Fire!) 67:11 ." 

This was collected by Musabin ' Uqbah from Az-Zuhri from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib. 

It is recorded in the Two Sahih that when he was asked about the injuries the Messenger 
sustained in Uhud , Sahl bin Sa' d said, "The face of Allah's Messenger was injured, his front 
tooth was broken and his helmet was smashed on his head. Therefore, Fatimah, the daughter 
of Allah's Messenger washed off the blood while 'AM was pouring water on her hand. When 
Fatimah saw that the bleeding increased more by the water, she took a mat, burnt it, and 
placed the ashes in the wound of the Prophet and the blood stopped oozing out." Allah said 
next, 



(There did Allah give you one distress after another) 3:153 , 

He gave you grief over your grief. Ibn ' Abbas said, ' The first grief was because of the defeat, 
especially when it was rumored that Muhammad was killed. The second grief was when the 
idolators went up the mount and The Messenger of Allah said, '0 Allah! It is not for them to 
rise above us.'" 



x Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf said, "The first distress was because of the defeat and the second 
when a rumor started that Muhammad was killed, which to them, was worse than defeat." Ibn 
Marduwyah recorded both of these. Mujahid and Qatadah said, "The first distress was when 
they heard that Muhammad was killed and the second when they suffered casualties and 
injury." It has also been reported that Qatadah and Ar-RabP bin Anas said that it was the 
opposite order . As-Suddi said that the first distress was because of the victory and booty that 
they missed and the second because of the enemy rising above them (on the mount). Allah 
said, 



(by way of requital to teach you not to grieve for that which had escaped you), for that you 
missed the booty and triumph over your enemy. 



(nor for what struck you), of injury and fatalities, as Ibn " Abbas, " Abdur-Rahman bin " Awf, Al- 
Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi stated. Allah said next, 



(And Allah is Well-Aware of all that you do.) all praise is due to Him, and thanks, there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Him, the Most High, Most Honored. 



(154. Then after the distress, He sent down security for you. Sumber overtook a party of you, 
while another party was thinking about themselves and thought wrongly of Allah -- the thought 
of ignorance. They said, "Have we any part in the affair" Say: "Indeed the affair belongs wholly 
to Allah." They hide within themselves what they dare not reveal to you, saying: "If we had 
anything to do with the affair, none of us would have been killed here." Say: "Even if you had 
remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would certainly have gone forth to 
the place of their death," but that Allah might test what is in your breasts; and to purify that 
which was in your hearts (sins), and Allah is All-Knower of what is in the breasts). (155. Those 
of you who turned back on the day the two hosts met, Shaytan only caused them to err because 
of some of what they had earned. But Allah, indeed, has forgiven them. Surely, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) 



Slumber Overcame the Believers; the Fear that the Hypocrites 

Suffered 

Allah reminds His servants of His favor when He sent down on them tranquillity and slumber 
that overcame them while they were carrying their weapons and feeling distress and grief. In 
this case, slumber is a favor and carries meanings of calmness and safety. For instance, Allah 
said in Surat Al-Anfal about the battle of Badr, 



((Remember) when He covered you with a slumber as a security from Him) 8:11 . 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said that, Abu Talhah said, "I was among those who were 
overcome by slumber during the battle of Uhud. My sword fell from my hand several times and 
I would pick it up, then it would fall and I would pick it up again." Al-Bukhari collected this 
Hadith in the stories of the battles without a chain of narration, and in the book of Tafsir with 
a chain of narrators. At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Al-Hakim recorded from Anas that Abu Talhah 
said, "On the day of Uhud, I raised my head and looked around and found that everyone's head 
was nodding from slumber." This is the wording of At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih". An- 
Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith from Anas who said that Abu Talhah said, "I was among those 
who were overcome by slumber." 

The second group mentioned in the Ayah were the hypocrites who only thought about 
themselves, for they are the most cowardly people and those least likely to support the truth, 



(and thought wrongly of Allah - the thought of ignorance) 3:154 , for they are liars and people 
who have doubts and evil thoughts about Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah said, 



(Then after the distress, He sent down security for you. Slumber overtook a party of you), the 
people of faith, certainty, firmness and reliance (on Allah) who are certain that Allah shall give 
victory to His Messenger and fulfill hisobjective. 



(While another party was thinking about themselves), and they were not overcome by slumber 
because of their worry, fright and fear, 



(and thought wrongly of Allah --- the thought of ignorance). 
Similarly, Allah said in another statement, 



(Nay, but you thought that the Messenger and the believers would never return to their 
families) 48:12 . 

This group thought that the idolators achieved ultimate victory, when their forces took the 
upper hand in battle, and that Islam and its people would perish. This is typical of people of 
doubt and hesitation, in the event of a hardship, they fall into such evil thoughts. Allah then 
described them that, 



(they said) in this situation, 



("Have we any part in the affair") Allah replied, 



(Say: "Indeed the affair belongs wholly to Allah." They hide within themselves what they dare 
not reveal to you.) wAllah exposed their secrets, that is, 



(saying: "If we had anything to do with the affair, none of us would have been killed here.") 
although they tried to conceal this thought from the Messenger of Allah . 

Ibn Ishaq recorded that 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said that Az-Zubayr said, "I was with the 
Messenger of Allah when fear intensified and Allah sent sleep to us (during the battle of Uhud). 
At that time, every man among us (except the hypocrites) was nodding off. By Allah! As if in a 
dream, I heard the words of Mu'attib bin Qushayr, ' If we had anything to do with the affair, 
none of us would have been killed here.' I memorized these words of his, which Allah 
mentioned later on, 



(saying: "If we had anything to do with the affair, none of us would have been killed here.)" 
Ibn Abi Hatim collected this Hadith. 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say: "Even if you had remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would 
certainly have gone forth to the place of their death,") meaning, this is Allah's appointed 
destiny and a decision that will certainly come to pass, and there is no escaping it. Allah's 
statement, 



(that Allah might test what is in your breasts; and to purify that which was in your hearts,) 
means, so that He tests you with whatever befell you, to distinguish good from evil and the 
deeds and statements of the believers from those of the hypocrites, 



(and Allah is All-Knower of what is in the breasts), and what the hearts conceal. 

Some of the Believers Give Flight on the Day of Uhud 

Allah then said, 



(Those of you who turned back on the day the two hosts met, Shaytan only caused them to err 
because of some of what they had earned) 3:155 , 

because of some of their previous errors. Indeed, some of the Salaf said, "The reward of the 
good deed includes being directed to another good deed that follows it, while the retribution 
of sin includes committing another sin that follows it." Allah then said, 



(but Allah, indeed, hasforgiven them), their giving flight, 



(surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing) 



He forgives sins, pardons and exonerates His creatures. Imam Ahmad recorded that Shaqiq said, 
" ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf met Al-Walid bin ' Uqbah, who said to him, " Why did you desert 
'Uthman, the Leader of the Faithful' 'Abdur-Rahman said, 'Tell him that I did not run away 
during Uhud, remain behind during Badr, nor abandon the Sunnah of 'Umar.' Al-Walid told 
'Uthman what 'Abdur-Rahman said. 'Uthman replied, ' As for his statement, 'I did not run 
away during Uhud,' how can he blame me for an error that Allah has already forgiven. Allah 
said, 



(Those of you who turned back on the day the two hosts met, Shaytan only caused them to err 
because of some of what they had earned. But Allah, indeed, has forgiven them). 

As for his statement that I remained behind from participating in Badr, 1 was nursing Ruqayyah, 
the daughter of the Messenger of Allah , until she passed away. The Messenger of Allah gave 
me a share in the booty of Badr, and whoever gets a share in the booty from the Messenger of 
Allah will have participated in battle. As for his statement that I abandoned the Sunnah of 
" Umar, neither I nor he are able to endure it. Go and convey this answer to him.'" 



(156. you who believe! Be not like those who disbelieve and who say to their brethren when 
they travel through the earth or go out to fight: "If they had stayed with us, they would not 
have died or been killed," so that Allah may make it a cause of regret in their hearts. It is Allah 



that gives life and causes death. And Allah is All-Seer of what you do.) (157. And if you are 
killed or die in the way of Allah, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better than all that 
they amass.) (158. And whether you die or are killed, verily, unto Allah you shall be gathered.) 

Prohibiting the Ideas of the Disbeleivers about Death and 

Predestination 

Allah forbids His believing servants from the disbelievers' false creed, seen in their statement 
about those who died in battle and during travel; "Had they abandoned these trips, they would 
not have met their demise." Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Be not like those who disbelieve (hypocrites) and who say to their 
brethren), about their dead brethren, 



(when they travel through the earth) for the purpose of trading and otherwise, 



(or go out to fight), participating in battles, 



("If they had stayed with us,") in our area, 



("they would not have died or been killed,") they would not have died while traveling or been 
killed in battle. Allah's statement, 



(so that Allah may make it a cause of regret in their hearts. ) means, Allah creates this evil 
thought in their hearts so that their sadness and the grief they feel for their loss would 
increase. Allah refuted them by saying, 



(It is Allah that gives life and causes death.) for the creation is under Allah's power, and the 
decision is His Alone. No one lives or dies except by Allah's leave, and no one's life is increased 
or decreased except by His decree. 



(And Allah is All-Seer of what you do,) for His knowledge and vision encompasses all His 
creation and none of their affairs ever escapes Him. Allah's statement, 



(And if you are killed or die in the way of Allah, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far 
better than all that they amass.) 3:157 , indicating that death and martyrdom in Allah's cause 
are a means of earning Allah's mercy, forgiveness and pleasure. This, indeed, is better than 
remaining in this life with its short lived delights. Furthermore, whoever dies or is killed will 
return to Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, and He will reward him if he has done good 
deeds, or will punish him for his evil deeds. Allah said, 



(And whether you die or are killed, verily, unto Allah you shall be gathered.) 3:158 



(159. And by the mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And had you been severe and 
harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about you; so pardon them, and ask 
forgiveness for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, 
put your trust in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him).) (160. If Allah 
helps you, none can overcome you; and if He forsakes you, who is there after Him that can help 
you And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust.) (161 . It is not for any Prophet to illegally 
take a part of the booty, and whosoever deceives his companions over the booty, he shall bring 
forth on the Day of Resurrection that which he took. Then every person shall be paid in full 
what he has earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.) (162. Is then one who follows 
(seeks) the pleasure of Allah like the one who draws on himself the wrath of Allah His abode is 
Hell, and worse indeed is that destination!) (163. They are in varying grades with Allah, and 
Allah is All-Seer of what they do.) (164. Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers 
when He sent among them a Messenger from among themselves, reciting unto them His verses 
(the Qur'an), and purifying them, and instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah 
the wisdom and the Sunnah , while before that they had been in manifest error.) 

Among the Qualities of Our Prophet Muhammad are Mercy and 

Kindness 

Allah addresses His Messenger and reminds him and the believers of the favor that He has made 
his heart and words soft for his Ummah, those who follow his command and refrain from what 
he prohibits. 



(And by the mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently) 3:159 . meaning, who would have 
made you this kind, if it was not Allah's mercy for you and them. Qatadah said that, 



(And by the mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently) means, "With Allah's mercy you 
became this kind." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this, indeed, is the description of the behavior 
that Allah sent Muhammad with. This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves. It grieves him that you 
should receive any inj ury or difficulty. He is anxious over you (to be rightly guided, to repent to 
Allah); for the believers (he is) full of pity, kind, and merciful) 9:128 . Allah said next, 



(And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about you;) 
The severe person is he who utters harsh words, and, 



(harsh-hearted) is the person whose heart is hard. Had this been the Prophet's behavior, "They 
would have scattered from around you. However, Allah gathered them and made you kind and 
soft with them, so that their hearts congregate around you." 'Abdullah bin 'Amr said that he 
read the description of the Messenger of Allah in previous Books, "He is not severe, harsh, 
obscene in the marketplace or dealing evil for evil. Rather, he forgives and pardons." 



The Order for Consultation and to Abide by it 

Allah said, 



(So pardon them, and ask (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and consult them in the affairs.) 

The Messenger of Allah used to ask his Companions for advice about various matters, to 
comfort their hearts, and so they actively implement the decision they reach. For instance, 
before the battle of Badr, the Prophet asked his Companions for if Muslims should intercept the 
caravan (led by Abu Sufyan). They said, "0 Messenger of Allah! If you wish to cross the sea, we 
would follow you in it, and if you march forth to Barkul-Ghimad we would march with you. We 
would never say what the Children of Israel said to Musa, ' So go, you and your Lord, and fight 
you two, we are sitting right here.' Rather, we say march forth and we shall march forth with 
you; and before you, and to your right and left shall we fight." The Prophet also asked them for 
their opinion about where they should set up camp at Badr. Al-Mundhir bin ' Amr suggested to 
camp close to the enemy, for he wished to acquire martyrdom. 

Concerning the battle of Uhud, the Messenger asked the Companions if they should fortify 
themselves in Al-Madinah or go out to meet the enemy, and the majority of them requested 
that they go out to meet the enemy, and he did. He also took their advice on the day of 
Khandaq (the Trench) about conducting a peace treaty with some of the tribes of Al-Ahzab (the 
Confederates), in return for giving them one-third of the fruits of Al-Madinah. However, Sa' d 
bin ' Ubadah and Sa' d bin Mu' adh rejected this offer and the Prophet went ahead with their 
advice. The Prophet also asked them if they should attack the idolators on the Day of 
Hudaybiyyah, and Abu Bakr disagreed, saying, "We did not come here to fight anyone. Rather, 
we came to perform x Umrah." The Prophet agreed. 

On the day of Ifk, (i.e. the false accusation), the Messenger of Allah said to them, "0 Muslims! 
Give me your advice about some men who falsely accused my wife f Aishah). By Allah! I never 
knew of any evil to come from my wife. And they accused whom They accused he from whom I 
only knew righteous conduct, by Allah!" The Prophet asked Al i and Usamah about divorcing 
'Aishah. In summary, the Prophet used to take his Companions' advice for battles and other 
important events. 

Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said; 



« » 

(The one whom advice is sought from is to be entrusted) tThis was recorded by Abu Dawud, At- 
Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i who graded it Hasan. 



Trust in Allah After Taking the Decision 

Allah's statement, 



(Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah,) means, if you conduct the 
required consultation and you then make a decision, trust in Allah over your decision, 



(certainly, Allah lovesthose who put their trust (in Him)). 
Allah's statement, 



(If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; and if He forsakes you, who is there after Him that 
can help you And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust), is similar to His statement that 
we mentioned earlier, 



(And there is no victory except from Allah the Almighty, the All-Wise) 3:126 
Allah next commandsthe believersto trust in Him, 



(And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust). 

Treachery with the Spoils of War was not a Trait of the Prophet 

Allah said, 



(It is not for any Prophet to illegally take a part of the booty,) 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that the Ayah means, "It is not for a Prophet to breach 
the trust." Ibn Jarir recorded that, Ibn " Abbas said that, this Ayah, 



(It is not for any Prophet to illegally take a part of the booty,) was revealed in connection with 
a red robe that was missing from the spoils of war of Badr. Some people said that the 
Messenger of Allah might have taken it. When this rumor circulated, Allah sent down, 



(It is not for any Prophet to illegally take a part of the booty, and whosoever is deceitful with 
the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of Resurrection that which he took.) 

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who said "Hasan Gharib". This Ayah 
exonerates the Messenger of Allah of all types of deceit and treachery, be it returning what 
was entrusted with him, dividing the spoils of war, etc. 

Allah then said, 



(and whosoever is deceitful with the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of Resurrection that 
which he took. Then every person shall be paid in full what he has earned, and they shall not 
be dealt with unjustly.) 

This Ayah contains a stern warning and threat against Ghulul stealing from the booty , and 
there are also Hadiths, that prohibit such practice. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Malik Al- 
Ashja' i said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The worst Ghulul (i.e. stealing) with Allah is a yard of land, that is, when you find two 
neighbors in a land or home and one of them illegally acquires a yard of his neighbor's land. 
When he does, he will be tied with it from the seven earths until the Day of Resurrection.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Humayd As-Sa' idi said, "The Prophet appointed a man from the 
tribe of Al-Azd, called Ibn Al-Lutbiyyah, to collect the Zakah. When he returned he said, 'This 
(portion) is for you and this has been given to me as a gift.' The Prophet stood on the Minbar 
and said, 



» 



« 



« » 



.(What is the matter with a man whom we appoint to collect Zakah, when he returns he 
said, 'This is for you and this has been given to me as a gift.' Why hadn't he stayed in his 
father's or mother's house to see whether he would be given presents or not By Him in Whose 
Hand my life is, whoever takes anything from the resources of the Zakah (unlawfully), he will 
carry it on his neck on the Day of Resurrection; if it be a camel, it will be grunting; if a cow, it 
will be mooing; and if a sheep, it will be bleating. The Prophet then raised his hands till we 
saw the whiteness of his armpits, and he said thrice, 'O Allah! Haven't I conveyed Your 
Message.')" 

Hisham bin ' Urwah added that Abu Humayd said, "I have seen him with my eyes and heard him 
with my ears, and ask Zayd bin Thabit." This is recorded in the Two Sahihs . 

In the book of Ahkam of his Sunan, Abu * Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Mif adh bin Jabal said, 
"The Messenger of Allah sent me to Yemen, but when I started on the journey, he sent for me 
to come back and said, 



» 
« 

(Do you know why I summoned you back Do not take anything without my permission, for if you 
do, it will be Ghulul.) 



(and whosoever deceives his companions over the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of 
Resurrection that which he took). 



« » 

(This is why I summoned you, so now go and fulfill your mission.)" At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith 
is Hasan Gharib." 

In addition, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Prophet got up among us and 
mentioned Ghulul and emphasized its magnitude. He then said, 



» 



« 

(I will not like to see anyone among you on the Day of Resurrection, carrying a grunting camel 
over his neck. Such a man will say, '0 Allah's Messenger! Intercede on my behalf,' and I will say, 
'I can't intercede for you with Allah, for I have conveyed (Allah's Message) to you.' I will not like 
to see any of you coming on the Day of Resurrection while carrying a neighing horse over his 
neck. Such a man will be saying, * Allah's Messenger! Intercede on my behalf,' and I will reply, 
'I can't intercede for you with Allah, for I have conveyed (Allah's Message) to you.' I will not like 
to see any of you coming on the Day of Resurrection while carrying clothes that will be 
fluttering, and the man will say, '0 Allah's Messenger! Intercede (with Allah) for me, ' and I will 
say, 'I can't help you with Allah, for I have conveyed (Allah's Message) to you.' I will not like to 
see any of you coming on the Day of Resurrection while carrying gold and silver on his neck. 
This person will say, '0 Allah's Messenger! Intercede (with Allah) for me.' And I will say, 'I can't 
help you with Allah, for I have conveyed (Allah's Message) to you.')" This Hadith was recorded in 
the Two Sahihs . 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "During the day (battle) of Khaybar, 
several Companions of the Messenger of Allah came to him and said, 'So-and-so died as a 
martyr, so-and-so died as a martyr.' When they mentioned a certain man that died as a martyr, 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(No. I have seen him in the Fire because of a robe that he stole (from the booty).) 
The Messenger of Allah then said, 

: » 

« 

(0 Ibn Al-Khattab! Go and announce to the people that only the faithful shall enter Paradise.) 

So I went out and proclaimed that none except the faithful shall enter Paradise." This was 
recorded by Muslim and At-Tirmidhi, who said "Hasan Sahih". 

The Honest and Dishonest are Not Similar 



Allah said, 



(Is then one who follows (seeks) the pleasure of Allah like the one who draws on himself the 
wrath of Allah His abode is Hell, and worse indeed isthat destination!) 3:162 , 

This refers to those seeking what pleases Allah by obeying His legislation, thus earning His 
pleasure and tremendous rewards, while being saved from His severe torment. This type of 
person is not similar to one who earns Allah's anger, has no means of escaping it and who will 
reside in Jahannam on the Day of Resurrection, and what an evil destination it is. 

There are many similar statements in the Qur'an, such as, 



(Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you (0 Muhammad ) from your Lord 
is the truth be like him who is blind) 13:19 , and, 



(Is he whom We have promised an excellent promise (Paradise) which he will find true, like him 
whom We have made to enjoy the luxuries of the life of (this) world) 28:61 . 

Allah then said, 



(They are in varying grades with Allah, ) 3:163 meaning, the people of righteousness and the 
people of evil are in grades, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Muhammad bin Ishaq said. Abu ' Ubaydah 
and Al-Kisa'i said that this Ayah refers to degrees, meaning there are various degrees and 
dwellings in Paradise, as well as, various degrees and dwellings in the Fire. In another Ayah, 
Allah said, 



(For all there will be degrees (or ranks) according to what they did) 6:132 . Next, Allah said, 



(and Allah is All-Seer of what they do), and He will compensate or punish them, and will never 
rid them of a good deed, or increase their evil deeds. Rather, each will be treated according to 
his deeds. 

The Magnificent Blessing in the Advent of Our Prophet Muhammad 

Allah the Most High said: 



(Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
from among themselves,) 

Meaning, from their own kind, so that it is possible for them to speak with him, ask him 
questions, associate with him, and benefit from him. Just as Allah said: 



(And among His signs is that he created for them mates, that they may find rest in.) 
Meaning; of their own kind. And Allah said; 



(Say: "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me that your God is One God") 
18:110 . 



(And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food and walked in 
the markets) 25:20 . 



(And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We revealed, from among the people of 
townships) 12:109 , and, 



(0 you assembly of Jinn and mankind! "Did not there come to you Messengers from among 
you...") 6:130 . 

Allah's favor is perfected when His Messenger to the people is from their own kind, so that they 
are able to talk to him and inquire about the meanings of Allah's Word. This is why Allah said, 



(reciting unto them His verses) 3:164 ,theQur'an, 



(and purifying them), commanding them to do righteous works and forbidding them from 
committing evil. This is how their hearts will be purified and cleansed of the sin and evil that 
used to fill them when they were disbelievers and ignorant. 



(and instructing them (in) the Book and the Hikmah,) the Qur'an and the Sunnah, 



(while before that they had been), before sending this Prophet, Muhammad 



(in manifest error. ) indulging in plain and unequivocal error and ignorance that are clear to 
everyone. 



t (1 65. (What is the matter with you) When a single disaster smites you, although you smote 
(your enemies) with one twice as great, you say: "From where does this come to us" Say, "It is 
from yourselves." And Allah has power over all things.) (166. And what you suffered on the day 
the two armies met, was by the leave of Allah, in order that He might test the believers). (167. 
And that He might test the hypocrites, it was said to them: "Come, fight in the way of Allah or 
defend yourselves." They said: "Had we known that fighting will take place, we would certainly 
have followed you." They were that day, nearer to disbelief than to faith, saying with their 
mouths what was not in their hearts. And Allah has full knowledge of what they conceal.) (168. 
(They are) the ones who said about their killed brethren while they themselves sat (at home): 
"If only they had listened to us, they would not have been killed." Say: "Avert death from your 
own selves, if you speak the truth.") 

The Reason and Wisdom Behind the Defeat at Uhud 



Allah said, 



(When a single disaster smites you), in reference to when the Muslims suffered seventy 
fatalities during the battle of Uhud, 



(although you smote (your enemies) with one twice as great,) during Badr, when the Muslims 
killed seventy Mushriksand captured seventy others, 



(you say: "From where does this come to us") why did this defeat happen to us 



(Say, "It is from yourselves.") Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "When 
Uhud occurred, a year after Badr, Muslims were punished for taking ransom from the 
disbelievers at Badr in return for releasing the Mushrikswhom they captured in that battle . 
Thus, they suffered the loss of seventy fatalities and the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
gave flight and abandoned him. The Messenger suffered a broken tooth, the helmet was 
smashed on his head and blood flowed onto his face. Allah then revealed, 



(When a single disaster smites you, although you smote (your enemies) with one twice as great, 
you say: "From where does this come to us" Say, "It is from yourselves".), because you took the 
ransom." Furthermore, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn Jurayj, Ar-Rabi" bin Anas and As-Suddi said 
that the Ayah, 



(Say, "It is from yourselves.") means, because you, the archers, disobeyed the Messenger's 
command to not abandon your positions. 



(And Allah has power over all things.) and He does what He wills and decides what He wills, 
and there is none who can resist His decision. 

Allah then said, 



(And what you suffered on the day the two armies met, was by the leave of Allah), for when 
you ran away from your enemy, who killed many of you and injured many others, all this 
occurred by Allah's will and decree out of His perfect wisdom, 



(in order that He might test the believers.) who were patient, firm and were not shaken, 



(And that He might test the hypocrites, it was said to them: "Come, fight in the way of Allah or 
defend yourselves." They said: "Had we known that fighting will take place, we would certainly 
have followed you.") 3:167 , 

This refers to the Companions of * Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul who went back (to Al- Mad in ah) 
with him before the battle. Some believers followed them and encouraged them to come back 
and fight, saying, 



(or defend), so that the number of Muslims increases, as Ibn 'Abbas, Mkrimah, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Salih, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi stated. Al-Hasan bin Salih said that this 
part of the Ayah means, help by supplicating for us, while others said it means, man the posts. 
However, they refused, saying, 



("Had we known that fighting will take place, we would certainly have followed you.") meaning, 
according to Mujahid, if we knew that you would fight today, we would join you, but we think 
you will not fight. Allah said, 



(They were that day, nearer to disbelief than to faith,) 

This Ayah indicates that a person passes through various stages, sometimes being closer to Kufr 
and sometimes closer to faith, as evident by, 



(They were that day, nearer to disbelief than to faith,) 
Allah then said, 



(saying with their mouths what was not in their hearts.) for they utter what they do not truly 
believe in, such as, 



("Had we known that fighting will take place, we would certainly have followed you.") 

They knew that there was an army of idolators that came from a far land raging against the 
Muslims, to avenge their noble men whom the Muslims killed in Badr. These idolators came in 
larger numbersthan the Muslims, so it was clear that a battle will certainly occur. Allah said; 



(And Allah has full knowledge of what they conceal.) 



((They are) the ones who said about their killed brethren while they themselves sat (at home): 
"If only they had listened to us, they would not have been killed.") had they listened to our 
advice and not gone out, they would not have met their demise. Allah said, 



(Say: "Avert death from your own selves, if you speak the truth.") meaning, if staying at home 
saves one from being killed or from death, then you should not die. However death will come 
to you even if you were hiding in fortified castles. Therefore, fend death off of yourselves, if 
you are right. 

Mujahid said that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "This Ayah 3:168 was revealed about 'Abdullah 
bin Ubayy bin Salul (the chief hypocrite)." 



(169. Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with 
their Lord, and they have provision.) (170. They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon them 
of His bounty and rejoice for the sake of those who have not yet joined them, but are left 
behind (not yet martyred) that on them no fear shall come, nor shall they grieve.) (171. They 
rejoice in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the reward of the 
believers.) (172. Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger after being 
wounded; for those of them who did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great reward.) 
(173. Those to whom the people said, "Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, 
fear them." But it (only) increased them in faith, and they said: "Allah is Sufficient for us, and 
He is the Best Disposer of affairs.") (174. So they returned with grace and bounty from Allah. 
No harm touched them; and they followed the pleasure of Allah. And Allah is the Owner of 
great bounty.) (175. It is only Shaytan that suggests to you the fear of his friends; so fear them 
not, but fear Me, if you are indeed believers.) 

Virtues of the Martyrs 

Allah states that even though the martyrs were killed in this life, their souls are alive and 
receiving provisions in the Dwelling of Everlasting Life. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that 
Masruq said, "We asked 'Abdullah about this Ayah, 



(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their 
Lord, and they have provision.) 

He said, ' We asked the Messenger of Allah the same question and he said, 



» 



« 



(Their souls are inside green birds that have lamps, which are hanging below the Throne (of 
Allah), and they wander about in Paradise wherever they wish. Then they return to those 
lamps. Allah looks at them and says, ' Do you wish for anything' They say, ' What more could we 
wish for, while we go wherever we wish in Paradise' Allah asked them this question thrice, and 
when they realize that He will keep asking them until they give an answer, they say, ' Lord! 
We wish that our souls be returned to our bodies so that we are killed in Your cause again.' 
Allah knew that they did not have any other wish, so they were left.)'" There are several other 
similar narrations from Anas and Abu Sa' id. 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(No soul that has a good standing with Allah and dies would wish to go back to the life of this 
world, except for the martyr. He would like to be returned to this life so that he could be 
martyred again, for he tastes the honor achieved from martyrdom.) Muslim collected this 
Hadith 

In addition, Imam Ahmad recorded that, Ibn " Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When your brothers were killed in Uhud, Allah placed their souls inside green birds that tend 
to the rivers of Paradise and eat from its fruits. They then return to golden lamps hanging in 
the shade of the Throne. When they tasted the delight of their food, drink and dwelling, they 
said, ' We wish that our brothers knew what Allah gave us so that they will not abandon Jihad 
or warfare.' Allah said, * I will convey the news for you.') Allah revealed these and the following 
Ayat, 



(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their 
Lord, and they have provision.) 

Qatadah, Ar-Rabr and Ad-Dahhak said that these Ayat were revealed about the martyrs of 
Uhud. 

Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "The Messenger of Allah looked 
at me one day and said, * Jabir! Why do I see you sad' I said, ' Messenger of Allah! My father 
was martyred and left behind debts and children.' He said, 



» 
« 



» 



« 

(Should I tell you that Allah never spoke to anyone except from behind a veil However, He 
spoke to your father directly. He said, 'Ask Me and I will give you.' He said, ' I ask that I am 
returned to life so that I am killed in Your cause again.' The Lord, Exalted He be, said, ' I have 
spoken the word that they shall not be returned back to it (this life). ' He said, ' Lord! Then 
convey the news to those I left behind.') Allah revealed, 



(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah...)" 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The martyrs convene at the shore of a river close to the door of Paradise, in a green tent, 
where their provisions are brought to them from Paradise day and night.) 

Ahmad and Ibn Jarir collected this Hadith, which has a good chain of narration. It appears that 
the martyrs are of different types, some of them wander in Paradise, and some remain close to 
this river by the door of Paradise. It is also possible that the river is where all the souls of the 
martyrs convene and where they are provided with their provision day and night, and Allah 
knows best. Ulmam Ahmad narrated a Hadith that contains good news for every believer that 
his soul will be wandering in Paradise, as well, eating from its fruits, enjoying its delights and 
happiness and tasting the honor that Allah has prepared in it for him. This Hadith has a unique, 
authentic chain of narration that includes three of the Four Imams. Imam Ahmad narrated this 
Hadith from Muhammad bin Idris Ash-Shafi" i who narrated it from Malik bin Anas Al-Asbuhi, 
from Az-Zuhri, from * Abdur-Rahman bin Ka* b bin Malik that his father said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The soul of the believer becomes a bird that feeds on the trees of Paradise, until Allah sends 
him back to his body when He resurrects him.) 

This Hadith states that the souls of the believers are in the shape of a bird in Paradise. As for 
the souls of martyrs, they are inside green birds, like the stars to the rest of the believing 
souls. We ask Allah the Most Generous that He makes us firm on the faith. 

Allah's statement, 



(They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon them) indicates that the martyrs who were 
killed in Allah's cause are alive with Allah, delighted because of the bounty and happiness they 
are enjoying. They are also awaiting their brethren, who will die in Allah's cause after them, 
for they will be meeting them soon. These martyrs do not have fear about the future or sorrow 
for what they left behind. We ask Allah to grant us Paradise. The Two Sahihs record from Anas, 
the story of the seventy Ansar Companions who were murdered at Bir Ma' unah in one night. In 
this Hadith, Anas reported that the Prophet used to supplicate to Allah in Qunut in prayer 
against those who killed them. Anas said, "A part of the Qur'an was revealed about them, but 
was later abrogated, " Convey to our people that we met Allah and He was pleased with us and 
made us pleased.'" 

Allah said next, 



(They rejoice in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the reward of 
the believers) 3:171 . 

Muhammad bin Ishaq commented, "They were delighted and pleased because of Allah's promise 
that was fulfilled for them, and for the tremendous rewards they earned." ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "This Ayah encompasses all the believers, martyrs and otherwise. Rarely 
does Allah mention a bounty and a reward that He granted to the Prophets, without following 
that with what He has granted the believers after them." 

The Battle of Hamra' Al-Asad 

Allah said, 



(Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger after being wounded) 3:172 . 

This occurred on the day of Hamra' Al-Asad. After the idolators defeated the Muslims (at Uhud), 
they started on their way back home, but soon they were concerned because they did not 
finish off the Muslims in Al-Madinah, so they set out to make that battle the final one. When 
the Messenger of Allah got news of this, he commanded the Muslims to march to meet the 
disbelievers, to bring fear to their hearts and to demonstrate that the Muslims still had 
strength to fight. The Prophet only allowed those who were present during Uhud to accompany 
him, except for Jabir bin * Abdullah Al-Ansari, as we will mention. The Muslims mobilized, even 
though they were still suffering from their injuries, in obedience to Allah and His Messenger . 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ' Ikrimah said, "When the idolators returned towards Makkah 
after Uhud, they said, " You neither killed Muhammad nor collected female captives. Woe to 
you for what you did. Let us go back.' When the Messenger of Allah heard this news, he 
mobilized the Muslim forces, and they marched until they reached Hamra Al-Asad. The 
idolators said, * Rather, we will meet next year', and the Messenger of Allah went back to Al- 
Madinah , and this was considered a Ghazwah (battle). Allah sent down, 



(Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger after being wounded; for those of 
them who did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great reward.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ' A'ishah said to * Urwah about the Ayah; 



(Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger) 

"My nephew! Your fathers Az-Zubayr and Abu Bakr were among them. After the Prophet 
suffered the calamity at Uhud and the idolators went back, he feared that the idolators might 
try to come back and he said, * Who would follow them' Seventy men, including Az-Zubayr and 
Abu Bakr, volunteered." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari alone. 

As for Allah's statement, 



(Those unto whom the people said, "Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, 
fear them." But it (only) increased them in faith) 3:173 , it means, those who threatened the 
people, saying that the disbelievers have amassed against them, in order to instill fear in them, 
but this did not worry them, rather, they trusted in Allah and sought His help, 



(and they said: "Allah is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs. 
Al-Bukhari recordedthat Ibn " Abbas said, 



("Allah Alone is Sufficient for us and He is the Best Disposer of affairs for us.") 

"Ibrahim said it when he was thrown in fire. Muhammad said it when the people said, 'Verily, 
the people have gathered against you, therefore, fear them.' But it only increased them in 
faith, and they said, 'Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best Disposer of affairs for us.'" 
Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the Prophet wastold on the day 
of Uhud, "Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, fear them." Thereafter, 
Allah sent down this Ayah 3:173 . 

This is why Allah said, 



(So they returned with grace and bounty from Allah. No harm touched them;) for when they 
relied on Allah, Allah took care of their worries, He confounded the plots of their enemies, and 
the Muslims returned to their land, 



(with grace and bounty from Allah. No harm touched them;) safe from the wicked plots of their 
enemies, 



(and they followed the pleasure of Allah. And Allah isthe Owner of great bounty.) 
Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(So they returned with grace and bounty from Allah,) "The ' Grace' was that they were saved. 
The ' Bounty' was that a caravan passed by, and those days were Hajj season days. Thus the 
Messenger of Allah bought and sold and made a profit, which he divided between his 
Companions." 

Allah then said, 



(It is only Shaytan that suggests to you the fear of his friends,) 3:175 meaning, Shaytan 
threatens you with his friends and tries to pretend they are powerful and fearsome. Allah said 
next, 



(so fear them not, but fear Me, if you are indeed believers.) meaning, "If Shaytan brings these 
thoughts to you, then depend on Me and seek refuge with Me. Indeed, I shall suffice you and 
make you prevail over them." Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!) 39: 
36 , until, 



(Say: "Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who trust must put their trust.") 39:38 . Allah 
said, 



(So fight you against the friends of Shaytan; ever feeble indeed is the plot of Shaytan.) 4:76 
and 



(They are the party of Shaytan. Verily, it is the party of Shaytan that will be the losers!) 
58:19 , 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.) 58:21 and 



(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).) 22:40 and 



(0 you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will help you) 47:7 , and, 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe, in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth. The Day when their excuses will be of 
no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil abode.) 40:51,52 



(176. And let not those grieve you who rush with haste to disbelieve; verily, not the least harm 
will they do to Allah. It is Allah's will to give them no portion in the Hereafter. For them there 
is a great torment.) (177. Verily, those who purchase disbelief at the price of faith, not the 
least harm will they do to Allah. For them, there is a painful torment.) (178. And let not the 
disbelievers think that Our postponing their punishment is good for them. We postpone the 
punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness. And for them is a disgraceful 
torment.) (179. Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He 
distinguishes the wicked from the good. Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of the 
Unseen, but Allah chooses of His Messengers whom He wills. So believe in Allah and His 
Messengers. And if you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, then for you there is a great reward.) 
(180. And let not those who are stingy with that which Allah has bestowed on them of His 
bounty think that it is good for them. Nay, it will be worse for them; the things that they were 
stingy with shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrection. And Allah's is 
the inheritance of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with all that you 
do.) 



Comforting the Messenger of Allah 

Allah said to His Prophet, 



(And let not those grieve you who rush with haste to disbelieve) 3:176 . 

Because the Prophet was eager for people's benefit, he would become sad when the 
disbelievers would resort to defiance, rebellion and stubbornness. Allah said, 'Do not be 
saddened by this behavior,' 



(verily, not the least harm will they do to Allah. It is Allah's will to give them no portion in the 
Hereafter.) for He decided with His power and wisdom that they shall not acquire any share in 
the Hereafter, 



(For them there is a great torment.) 
Allah said about the disbelievers, 



(Verily, those who purchase disbelief at the price of faith,) by exchanging disbelief for faith, 



(not the least harm will they do to Allah.) Rather, they will only harm themselves, 



(For them, there is a painful torment.) 
Allah said next, 



(And let not the disbelievers think that Our postponing their punishment is good for them. We 
postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness. And for them is a 
disgraceful torment) 3:178 . 

This statement is similar to Allah's other statements, 



(Do they think that because We have given them abundant wealth and children, that We 
hasten unto them with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) 23:55,56 and 



(Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this Qur'an. We shall punish them gradually from 
direct ions they perceive not.) 68:44 , and, 



(And let not their wealth or their children amaze you. Allah's plan is to punish them with these 
things in this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while they are disbelievers) 9:85 . 

Allah then said, 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good.) 3:179 , meaning, He allows a calamity to happen, and during this 
calamity His friend becomes known and His enemy exposed, the patient believer recognized 
and the sinful hypocrite revealed. This Ayah refers to Uhud, since Allah tested the believers in 
that battle, thus making known the faith, endurance, patience, firmness and obedience to 
Allah and His Messenger that the believers had. Allah exposed the hypocrites in their defiance, 
reverting from Jihad, and the treachery they committed against Allah and His Messenger . This 
is why Allah said, 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good.) 

Mujahid commented, "He distinguished between them during the day of Uhud." Qatadah said, 
"He distinguished between them in Jihad and Hij rah." Allah said next, 



(Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of the Unseen.) meaning, you do not have access to 
Allah's knowledge of His creation so that you can distinguish between the believer and the 
hypocrite, except bythe signs of eachtypethat Allah uncovers. Allah's statement, 



(but Allah chooses of His Messengers whom He wills.) is similar to another Ayah, 



((He Alone is) the All-Knower of the Unseen, and He reveals to none His Unseen. Except to a 
Messenger (from mankind) whom He has chosen, and then He makes a band of watching guards 
(angels) to march before him and behind him.) 72:26,27 . Allah then said, 



(So believe in Allah and His Messengers.) Obey Allah and His Messenger and adhere to the law 
that he legislated for you, 



(and if you believe and fear Allah, then for you there is a great reward.) 

The Censure of Selfishness, and Warning Against it 

Allah said, 



( And let not those who are stingy with that which Allah has bestowed on them of His bounty 
(wealth) think that it is good for them. Nay, it will be worse for them.) 3:180 



Therefore, the Ayah says that the miser should not think that collecting money will benefit 
him. Rather, it will harm him in his religion and worldly affairs. Allah mentions the money that 
the miser collected on the Day of Resurrection, 



(the things that they stingy with shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of 
Resurrection.) 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever Allah makes wealthy and he does not pay the Zakah due on his wealth, then (on the 
Day of Resurrection) his wealth will be made in the likeness of a bald-headed poisonous male 
snake with two black spots over the eyes. The snake will encircle his neck and bite his cheeks 
and proclaim, ' I am your wealth, I am your treasure.') 

The Prophet then recited the Ayah, 



( And let not those who are stingy with that which Allah has bestowed on them of His bounty 
think that it is good for them. Nay, it will be worse for them), until the end. Al-Bukhari, but 
not Muslim, collected this Hadith using this chain of narration, Ibn Hibban also collected it in 
his Sahih. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Every person who does not pay the Zakah due on his wealth, will have his money made into 
the shape of a bald-headed, poisonous male snake who will follow him. The person will run 
away from the snake, who will follow him and proclaim, " I am your treasure.') 

" Abdullah then recited the Ayah in Allah's Book that testifies to thisfact, 



(the things that they were stingy with shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of 
Resurrection.) 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Sahih." 

Allah's statement, 



(And to Allah belongs the inheritance of the heavens and the Earth), means, 



(and spend of that whereof He has made you trustees) 57: 7 . Therefore, since all affairs are 
under Allah's control, then spend from your money so it will benefit you on the Day of Return, 



(and Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with all that you do.) with your intentions and what your hearts 
conceal. 



(181. Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those who say: "Truly, Allah is poor and we are 
rich!" We shall record what they have said and their killing of the Prophets unjustly, and We 
shall say: "Taste you the torment of the burning (Fire).") (182. This is because of that which 
your hands have sent before you. And certainly, Allah is never unjust to (His) servants.) (183. 
Those who said: "Verily, Allah has taken our promise not to believe in any Messenger unless he 
brings to us an offering which the fire (from heaven) shall devour. " Say: "Verily, there came to 
you Messengers before me, with Al-Bayinat and even with with what you speak of; why then did 
you kill them, if you are truthful") (184. Then if they reject you, so were Messengers rejected 
before you, who came with Al-Bayinat and the Scriptures and the Book of Enlightenment.) 



Allah Warns the Idolators 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When Allah's statement, 



(Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He may multiply it to him many times) 
2:245 was revealed, the Jews said, '0 Muhammad! Has your Lord become poor so that He 
asks His servants to give Him a loan' Allah sent down, 



(Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those (Jews) who say: "Truly, Allah is poor and we 
are rich!") 3:181 ." 

This Hadith was collected by Ibn Marduwyah and Ibn Abi Hatim. 

Allah's statement, 



(We shall record what they have said) contains a threat and a warning that Allah followed with 
His statement, 



(and their killing of the Prophets unjustly,) 

This is what they say about Allah and this is how they treat His Messengers. Allah will punish 
them for these deeds in the worst manner, 



(and We shall say: "Taste you the torment of the burning (Fire)." This is because of that which 
your hands have sent before you. And certainly, Allah is never unjust to (His) servants.) 

They will be addressed like this as a way of chastising, criticism, disgrace and humiliation. 

Allah said, 



(Those (Jews) who said: "Verily, Allah has taken our promise not to believe in any Messenger 
unless he bringsto us an offering which the fire (from heaven) shall devour.") 

Allah refuted their claim that in their Books, Allah took a covenant from them to only believe 
in the Messenger whose miracles include fire coming down from the sky that consumes the 
charity offered by a member of the Messenger's nation, as Ibn 'Abbas and Al-Hasan stated. 
Allah replied, 



(Say: "Verily, there came to you Messengers before me, with Al-Bayinat...") with proofs and 
evidence, 



(and even with what you speak of) a fire that consumesthe accepted charity, as you asked, 



(why then did you kill them) Why did you meet these Prophets with denial, defiance, 
stubbornness and even murder, 



(if you are truthful), if you follow the truth and obey the Messengers. 
Allah then comforts His Prophet Muhammad , 



(Then if they reject you, so were Messengers rejected before you, who came with Al-Baiyyinat 
and the Scripture, and the Book of Enlightenment.) meaning, do not be sad because they deny 
you, for you have an example in the Messengers who came before you. These Messengers were 
rejected although they brought clear proofs, plain evidence and unequivocal signs, 



(and the Zubur), the divinely revealed Books that were sent down to the Messengers, 



(and the Book of Enlightenment) meaning the clarification and best explanation. 



(185. Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be paid your 
wages in full. And whoever is moved away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is 
successful. The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception.) (186. You shall certainly 
be tried and tested in your wealth and properties and in yourselves, and you shall certainly 
hear much that will grieve you from those who received the Scripture before you (Jews and 
Christians) and from those who ascribe partners to Allah; but if you persevere patiently, and 
have Taqwa, then verily, that will be a determining factor in all affairs.) 



Every Soul Shall Taste Death 



Allah issues a general and encompassing statement that every living soul shall taste death. In 
another statement, Allah said, 



(Whatsoever ison it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and honor 
will remain forever) 55:26,27 . 

Therefore, Allah Alone is the Ever-Living Who never dies, while the Jinn, mankind and angels, 
including those who carry Allah's Throne, shall die. The Irresistible One and Only, will alone 
remain for ever and ever, remaining Last, as He was the First. This Ayah comforts all creation, 
since every soul that exists on the earth shall die. When the term of this life comes to an end 
and the sons of Adam no longer have any new generations, and thus this world ends, Allah will 
command that the Day of Resurrection commence. Allah will then recompense the creation for 
their deeds, whether minor or major, many or few, big or small. Surely, Allah will not deal 
unjustly with anyone, even the weight of an atom, and this is why He said, 



(And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full) 3:185 

Who Shall Gain Ultimate Victory 

Allah said, 



(And whoever is moved away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful.) 
meaning, whoever is kept away from the Fire, saved from it and entered into Paradise, will 
have achieved the ultimate success. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(A place in Paradise as small as that which is occupied by a whip is better than the world and 
whatever is on its surface. Read if you will), 



(And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is 
successful). This was collected in the Two Sahihs, but using another chain of narration and 
without the addition (the Ayah.) Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban recorded it in his Sahih without the 
addition as did Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak. 

Allah said, 



(The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception. ) belittling the value of this life and 
degrading its importance. This life is short, little and finite, just as Allah said, 



(Nay, you prefer the life of this world. Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting. 
87:16,17 , and, 



(And whatever you have been given is an enjoyment of the life of (this) world and its 
adornment, and that (Hereafter) which is with Allah is better and will remain forever) 28:60 . 
A Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(By Allah! This life, compared to the Hereafter, is just as insignificant as when one of you dips 
his finger in the sea; let him contemplate what his finger will come back with.) 

Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception.) "Life is a delight. By Allah, other 
than Whom there is no deity, it will soon fade away from its people. Therefore, take obedience 
to Allah from this delight, if you can. Verily, there is no power except from Allah." 

The Believer is Tested and Hears Grieving Statements from the 

Enemy 

Allah said, 



(You shall certainly be tried and tested in your wealth and properties and in yourselves), just 
as He said in another Ayah, 



(And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and 
fruits) 2:155 . 

Therefore, the believer shall be tested, in his wealth, himself, his offspring and family. The 
believer shall be tested according to the degree of his faith, and when his faith is stronger, the 
test is larger. 



(and you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who received the Scripture 
before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who ascribe partnersto Allah) 3:186 . 

Allah said to the believers upon their arrival at Al-Madinah, before Badr, while comforting them 
against the harm they suffered from the People of the Scriptures and the polytheists; 



(but if you persevere patiently, and have Taqwa, then verily, that will be a determining factor 
in all affairs.) 

Therefore, Allah commanded the believers to be forgiving, patient and forbearing until He 
brought His awaited aid. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Usamah bin Zayd said that Allah's Messenger rode a donkey with a 
saddle covered by a velvet sheet and let Usamah ride behind him (on the donkey). The Prophet 
wanted to visit Sa'd bin ' Ubadah in Bani Al-Harith bin Al-Khazraj, and this occurred before the 
battle of Badr. The Prophet passed by a gathering in which 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul was 
sitting, before 'Abdullah bin Ubayy became Muslim. That gathering was made up of various 
Muslims as well asMushriks, who worshipped the idols, and some Jews. 'Abdullah bin Rawahah 
was sitting in that gathering. When the Prophet reached 'Abdullah bin Ubayy, the donkey 
caused some sand to fall on the group. Then, 'Abdullah bin Ubayy covered his nose with his 
robe and said, ' Do not fill us with sand.' The Messenger of Allah greeted the gathering with 
Salam, called them to Allah and recited some of the Qur'an to them. ' Abdullah bin Ubayy said, 
' fellow! No other speech is better than what you said, if it was true! However, do not bother 
us in our gatherings. Go back to your place and whoever came to you, narrate your stories to 
him.' ' Abdullah bin Rawahah said, ' Rather, Messenger of Allah! Attend our gatherings for we 
like that.' The Muslims, Mushriks and Jews then cursed each other, and they almost fought with 
each other. The Prophet tried to calm them down, until they finally settled. The Prophet rode 
his donkey and went to Sa' d bin ' Ubadah, saying, ' Sa' d! Have you heard what Abu Hubbab 
said (meaning ' Abdullah bin Ubayy) He said such and such things. ' Sa' d said, ' Messenger of 
Allah! Forgive and pardon him. By Allah, Who sent down the Book to you, Allah brought us the 
truth that you came with at a time when the people of this city almost appointed him king. 
When Allah changed all that with the truth that He gave you, he choked on it, and this is the 
reason behind the behavior you saw from him.' The Messenger of Allah forgave him. Indeed, the 
Messenger of Allah and his Companions used to forgive the Mushriks and the People of the 
Scriptures, just as Allah commanded them, and they used to tolerate the harm that they 
suffered. Allah said, 



(and you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who received the Scripture 
before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who ascribe partnersto Allah;) 3:186 , and, 



(Many of the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) wish that they could turn you away 
as disbelievers after you have believed, out of envy from their own selves, even after the truth 
has become manifest unto them. But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His command) 
2:109 . 

The Prophet used to implement the pardon that Allah commanded him until He gave His 
command (to fight the disbelievers). When the Messenger fought at Badr, and Allah killed, by 
his hand, the leaders of the disbelievers from Quraysh, 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul and the 
Mushriks and idol worshippers who were with him said, 'This matter has prevailed,' and they 
gave their pledge to the Prophet and became Muslims." 

Therefore, every person who stands for truth, enjoins righteousness and forbids evil, will be 
harmed in some manner. In such cases, there is no cure better than being patient in Allah's 
cause, trusting in Him and returning to Him. 



(187. (And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who were given the Scripture 
(Jews and Christians) to make it (the truth) known and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, 
but they threw it away behind their backs, and purchased with it some miserable gain! And 
indeed worst is that which they bought.) (188. Think not that those who rejoice in what they 
have done (or brought about), and love to be praised for what they have not done, think not 
that they are rescued from the torment, and for them is a painful torment.) (189. And to Allah 
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Allah has power over all things.) 

Chastising the People of the Scriptures for Breaking the Covenant 

and Hiding the Truth 



In this Ayah, Allah chastises the People of the Scriptures, from whom Allah took the covenant 
by the words of their Prophets, that they would believe in Muhammad and describe him to the 
people, so that they would recognize and follow him when Allah sent him. However, they hid 
this truth and preferred the the small amounts and the material gains instead of the rewards of 
this life and the Hereafter that they were promised. This is a losing deal and a failing trade, 
indeed. 

These Ayat also contain a warning for the scholars not to imitate their behavior, so that they 
do not suffer the same fate and become like them. Therefore, the scholars are required to 
spread the beneficial knowledge that they have, encouraging the various righteous good deeds. 
They are also warned against hiding any part of their knowledge. A Hadith states that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever was asked about knowledge that he knew but did not disclose it, will be tied with a 
bridle made of fire on the Day of Resurrection.) 

Chastising Those Who Love to be Praised for What They Have not 

Done 

Allah's statement, 



(Think not that those who rejoice in what they have done, and love to be praised for what they 
have not done), refers to those who show off, rejoice in what they do and claim to do what 
they have not done. The Two Sahihs recorded that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever issues a false claim to acquire some type of gain, then Allah will only grant him 
decrease.) 

The Sahih also recorded; 



« » 

(He who claims to do what he has not done, is j ust like a person who wears two robes made of 
falsehood.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Marwan told his guard Rati" to go to Ibn 'Abbas and proclaim to 
him, "If every person among us who rejoices with what he has done and loves to be praised for 
what he has not done will be tormented, we all will be tormented." Ibn * Abbas said, "This Ayah 
was revealed about the People of the Scriptures." He then recited the Ayah, 



((And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who were given the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians) to make it (the truth) known and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they 
threw it away behind their backs, and purchased with it some miserable gain! And indeed worst 
isthat which they bought.) then the Ayah, 



(Think not that those who rejoice in what they have done, and love to be praised for what they 
have not done) 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Prophet asked them about something, and they hid its knowledge, giving 
him an incorrect answer. They parted after showing off and rejoicing in front of him because 
they answered him, so they pretended, and they were delighted that they hid the correct news 
about what he had asked them." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasa'i . 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "During the time of the Messenger of Allah , 
when the Messenger would go to battle, some hypocrite men would remain behind and rejoice 
because they did not accompany the Prophet in battle. When the Messenger would come back, 
they would ask him to excuse them swearing to having some excuse, and wanting to be praised 
for that which they did not do. So Allah revealed, 



(Think not that those who rejoice in what they have done, and love to be praised for what they 
have not done)," 

to the end of the Ayah." And Muslim recorded similarly. 

Allah said; 



(think not that they are rescued from the torment, ) Do not think that they will be saved from 
punishment, rather it will certainly strike them. So Allah said; 



(and for them is a painful torment.) Allah then said, 



(And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Allah has power over all 
things.) He is the Owner of everything, able to do all things and nothing escapes His might. 
Therefore, fear Him, never defy Him and beware of His anger and revenge. He is the Most 
Great, none is greater than Him, and the Most Able, none is more able than He is. 



(190. Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the Earth, and in the alternation of night and 
day, there are indeed signs for men of understanding.) (191. Those who remember Allah 
standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and think deeply about the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, (saying): "Our Lord! You have not created this without purpose, glory to 
You! Give us salvation from the torment of the Fire.) (192. "Our Lord! Verily, whom You admit 
to the Fire, indeed, You have disgraced him; and never will the wrongdoers find any helpers.) 
(193. "Our Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one calling to faith: 'Believe in your Lord,' 
and we have believed. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and expiate from us our evil deeds, and 
make us die along with Al-Abrar (the most righteous).) (194. "Our Lord! Grant us what You 
promised us through Your Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of Resurrection, for You 
never break (Your) Promise.") 



The Proofs of Tawhid for People of Understanding, their 
Characteristics, Speech, and Supplications 



Allah said, 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the Earth,) 3:190 , referring to the sky in its height 
and spaciousness, the earth in its expanse and density, the tremendous features they have of 
rotating planets, seas, mountains, deserts, trees, plants, fruits, animals, metals and various 
beneficial colors, scents, tastes and elements. 



(And in the alternation of night and day), as one follows and takes from the length of the 
other. For instance, at times one of them becomes longer than the other, shorter than the 



other at times and equal to the other at other times, and the same is repeated again and 
again, and all this occurs by the decision of the Almighty, Most Wise. This is why Allah said, 



(there are indeed signs for men of understanding), referring to the intelligent and sound minds 
that contemplate about the true reality of things, unlike the deaf and mute who do not have 
sound comprehension. Allah said about the latter type, 



(And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth they pass by, while they are averse 
therefrom. And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him) 
12:105,106 . 

Allah then describes those who have good minds, 



(Those who remember Allah standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides) 3:191 
Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Imran bin Husayn said that, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Pray while standing, and if you can't, pray while sitting, and if you cannot do even that, then 
pray lying on your side.) These people remember Allah in all situations, in their heart and 
speech, 



(and think deeply about the creation of the heavens and the Earth), contemplating about signs 
in the sky and earth that testify to the might, ability, knowledge, wisdom, will and mercy of 
the Creator. Allah criticizes those who do not contemplate about His creation, which testifies 
to His existence, Attributes, SharT ah, His decree and Ayat. Allah said, 



(And how many a sign in the heavens and the Earth they pass by, while they are averse 
therefrom. And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him) 
12:105,106 . 

Allah also praises His believing servants, 



(Those who remember Allah standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and think deeply 
about the creation of the heavens and the earth), supplicating; 



("Our Lord! You have not created thiswithout purpose,") 

You did not create all this in jest and play. Rather, You created it in truth, so that You 
recompense those who do evil in kind, and reward those who do righteous deeds with what is 
better. 

The faithful believers praise Allah and deny that He does anything in jest and without purpose, 
saying, 



("glory to You,"), for You would never create anything without purpose, 



("Give us salvation from the torment of the Fire."), meaning, "0 You Who created the creation 
in truth and justice, Who is far from any shortcomings, or doing things without purpose or with 
jest, save us from the torment of the Fire with Your power and strength. Direct us to perform 
the deeds that make You pleased with us. Guide us to righteous work from which You admit us 
into the delightful Paradise, and save us from Your painful torment." 

They next supplicate, 



("Our Lord! Verily, whom You admit to the Fire, indeed, You have disgraced him;), by 
humiliating and disgracing him before all people on the Day of Gathering, 



("and never will the wrongdoers find any helpers."), on the Day of Judgment, who would save 
them from You. Therefore, there is no escaping whatever fate You decided for them. 



("Our Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one calling to faith,"), a caller who calls to faith, 
referring to the Messenger of Allah , 



f Believe in your Lord,' and we have believed), accepted his call and followed him. 



("Our Lord! Forgive us our sins"), on account of our faith and obeying Your Prophet 



("Forgive us our sins"), and cover them, 



("and expiate from us our evil deeds"), between us and You, in private, 



("and make us die along with Al-Abrar."), join us with the righteous people. 



("Our Lord! Grant us what You promised unto us through Your Messengers") for our faith in Your 
Messengers, or, and this explanation is better; grant us what You promised us by the words of 
Your Messengers, 



("and disgrace us not on the Day of Resurrection,"), before all creation, 



("for You never break (Your) Promise."), for surely, the promise that You conveyed to Your 
Messengers, which includes us being resurrected before You, shall certainly come to pass. 

It was the Prophet's tradition to recite the ten Ayat at the end of Surah Al ' Imran when he 
woke up at night for (voluntary) prayer. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "I slept one 
night at the house of my aunt, Maymunah. The Messenger of Allah spoke with his wife for a 
while and then went to sleep. When it was the third part of the night, he stood up, looked at 
the sky and recited, 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding) 3:190 . 

The Prophet then stood up, performed ablution, used Swak (to clean his teeth) and prayed 
eleven units of prayer. When Bilal said the Adhan, the Prophet prayed two units of prayer, 
went out (to the Masjid) and led the people in the Dawn prayer." This was also collected by 
Muslim. 

Ibn Marduwyah recorded that 'At a' said, "I, Ibn ' Umar and ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr went to ' Aishah 
and entered her room, and there was a screen between us and her. She said, ' ' Ubayd! What 
prevents you from visiting us' He said, 'What the poet said, 'Visit every once in awhile, and 
you will be loved more.' Ibn ' Umar said, 'Tell us about the most unusual thing you witnessed 
from the Messenger of Allah .' She cried and said, 'All his matters were amazing. On night, he 



came close to me until his skin touched my skin and said, * Let me worship my Lord.' I said, ' By 
Allah I love your being close to me. I also love that you worship your Lord.' He used the water- 
skin and performed ablution, but did not use too much water. He then stood up in prayer and 
cried until his beard became wet. He prostrated and cried until he made the ground wet. He 
then laid down on his side and cried. When Bilal came to alert the Prophet for the Dawn 
prayer, he said, ' Messenger of Allah! What makes you cry, while Allah has forgiven you your 
previous and latter sins' He said, 



» 



« 



(0 Bilal! What prevents me from crying, when this night, this Ayah was revealed to me,) 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.) 



« » 

(Woe to he who recites it but does not contemplate it.)." 



(195. 3d their Lord accepted of them (their supplication and answered them), "Never will I 
allow to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female. You are (members) one of 



another, so those who emigrated and were driven out from their homes, and suffered harm in 
My cause, and who fought and were killed (in My cause), verily, I will expiate from them their 
evil deeds and admit them into Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise); a reward from 
Allah, and with Allah is the best of rewards.") 

Allah Accepts the Supplication of Men of Understanding 

Allah said, 



(So their Lord accepted of them), answered their invocation. Sa' id bin Mansur recorded that 
Salamah, a man from the family of Umm Salamah said, "Umm Salamah said, '0 Messenger of 
Allah! Allah does not mention women in connection with Hijrah (Migration).' Allah sent down 
the Ayah, 



(So their Lord accepted of them (their supplication and answered them), "Never 
be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female.) 



will I allow to 



The Ansar say that Umm Salamah was the first woman to migrate to them." Al-Hakim collected 
this Hadith in his Mustadrak, and said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of Al-Bukhari but 
they Al-Bukhari and Muslim did not collect it". 

Allah's statement, 



("Never will I allow to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female,) explains the type 
of answer Allah gave them, stating that no deed of any person is ever lost with Him. Rather, He 
will completely reward each person for his or her good deeds. Allah's statement, 



(You are (members) one of another) means, you are all equal in relation to gaining My reward. 
Therefore, 



(those who emigrated), by leaving the land of Shirk and migrating to the land of faith, leaving 
behind their loved ones, brethren, friends and neighbors, 



(and were driven out from their homes), when the Mushriks tormented them and forced them 
to migrate, 



(and suffered harm in My cause), for their only wrong, to the people, was that they believed in 
Allah Alone. In similar Ayat, Allah said, 



(and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you believe in Allah your Lord!) 
60:1 , and, 



(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise! 
85:8 . Allah's statement, 



(and who fought and were killed (in My cause),) 3:195 refers to the highest rank there is, 
that one fights in the cause of Allah and dies in the process, with his face covered in dust and 
blood. It is recorded in the Sahih that a man said, 



« » 



« » 



« » 

('0 Messenger of Allah! If I was killed in Allah's cause, observing patience, awaiting Allah's 
reward, attacking, not retreating, would Allah forgive my sins' The Prophet said, 'Yes.' The 
Prophet then asked the man, 'What did you ask' When the man repeated the question, the 
Prophet said, " Yes, except for the debt, for Jibril conveyed thisto me right now'.) 

This is why Allah said here, 



(verily, I will expiate from them their evil deeds and admit them into Gardens under which 
rivers flow), within Paradise, where there are rivers of various drinks: milk, honey, wine and 
fresh water. There is what no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and no heart has ever 
imagined of delights in Paradise . Allah's statement, 



(a reward from Allah) testifies to His might, for the Mighty and Most Great only gives 
tremendous rewards. Allah's statement, 



(and with Allah is the best of rewards.") for those who perform good deeds. 



(196. Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive 
you.) (197. A brief enjoyment; then their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed isthat place 
for rest.) (198. But, for those who have Taqwa of their Lord, are Gardens under which rivers 
flow (in Paradise); therein are they to dwell, an entertainment from Allah; and that which is 
with Allah isthe best for Al-Abrar (the most righteous).) u 



Warning Against Being Deceived by This Life; the Rewards of the 

Righteous Believers 

Allah said, do not look at the disbelievers, who are enjoying various delights and joys. Soon, 
they will loose all this and be tied to their evil works, for verily, we are only giving them time, 
which deceives them, when all they have is, 



(A brief enjoyment; then their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest.) 
This Ayah issimilar to several other Ayat, such as, 



(None disputes in the Ayat of Allah but those who disbelieve. Sb, let not their ability of going 
about here and there through the land deceive you!) 40:4 , 



(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in 
this world! and then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) 10:69,70 , 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) 31:24 , 



(So, give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for a while.) 86:17 , and, 



(Is he whom We have promised an excellent promise (Paradise) which he will find true -- like 
him whom We have made to enjoy the luxuries of the life of (this) world, then on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will be among those brought up (to be punished in the Hell-fire)) 28:61 . 

After Allah mentioned the condition of the disbelievers in this life and their destination to the 
Fire, He said, 



(But, for those who have Taqwa of their Lord, are Gardens under which rivers flow (in 
Paradise); therein are they to dwell, an entertainment from Allah,) 3:198 , for certainly, 



(and that which is with Allah is the best for Al-Abrar.) 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' used to say, "Death is better for every believer. Death is 
better for every disbeliever, and those who do not believe me should read Allah's statements, 



(and that which iswith Allah isthe best for Al-Abrar), and, 



(And let not the disbelievers think that Our postponing of their punishment is good for them. 
We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness. And for them is a 
disgraceful torment.) 3:178 ." 



(199. And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), those 
who believe in Allah and in that which has been revealed to you, and in that which has been 
revealed to them, humbling themselves before Allah. They do not sell the verses of Allah for a 
small price, for them is a reward with their Lord. Surely, Allah is swift in account.) (200. Oyou 
who believe! Endure and be more patient, and Rabitu, and have Taqwa of Allah, so that you 
may be successful.) 



The Condition of Some of the People of the Scriptures and their 

Rewards 

Allah states that some of the People of the Book truly believe in Him and in what was sent 
down to Muhammad , along with believing in the previously revealed Books, and they are 
obedient to Him and humble themselves before Allah. 



(They do not sell the verses of Allah for a small price) 3:199 , for they do not hide what they 
know of the glad tidings about the description of Muhammad , his Prophethood, and the 
description of his Ummah. Indeed, these are the best people among the People of the Book, 
whether they were Jews or Christians. Allah said in Surat Al-Qasas, 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in it (the Qur'an). And when it is 
recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we were Muslims. These will be given their reward twice over, because they are 
patient,) 28:52-54 . Allah said, 



(Those to whom We gave the Book, recite it (follow it) as it should be recited (i.e. followed), 
they are the ones who believe therein.) 2:121 , 



(And of the people of Musa there is a community who lead with truth and establish justice 
therewith.) 7:159 , 



(Not all of them are alike; a party of the people of the Scripture stand for the right, they recite 
the verses of Allah during the hours of the night, prostrating themselves in prayer.) 3:113 , 
and, 



(Say: "Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe (in it). Verily, those who were given 
knowledge before it, when it is recited to them, fall down on their faces in humble 
prostration." And they say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be 
fulfillled." And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases their humility.) 17:107- 
109 . 

These qualities exist in some of the Jews, but only a few of them. For instance, less than ten 
Jewish rabbis embraced the Islamic faith, such as 'Abdullah bin Salam. Many among the 
Christians, on the other hand, embraced the Islamic faith. Allah said, 



(Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity to the believers the Jews and those 
who commit Shirk, and you will find the nearest in love to the believers those who say: "We are 
Christians.") 5:82 , until, 



(So because of what they said, Allah rewarded them Gardens under which rivers flow (in 
Paradise), they will abide therein forever) 5:85 . In this Ayah , 

Allah said, 



(for them is a reward with their Lord) 3:199 . 

When Ja" f ar bin Abi Talib recited Surah Maryam chapter 19 to An-Najashi, King of Ethiopia, 
in the presence of Christian priests and patriarchs, he and they cried until their beards became 
wet from crying. The Two Sahihs record that when An-Najashi died, the Prophet conveyed the 
news to his Companions and said, 



« » 

(A brother of yours from Ethiopia has passed, come to offer the funeral prayer.) He went out 
with the Companionsto the Musalla lined them up in rows, and after that led the prayer. 

Ibn Abi Najih narrated that Mujahid said that, 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture), refers to those among them who 
embraced Islam. 'Abbad bin Mansur said that he asked Al-Hasan Al-Basri about Allah's 
statement, 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, those who believe in Allah). 

Al-Hasan said, "They are the People of the Book, before Muhammad was sent, who believed in 
Muhammad and recognized Islam. Allah gave them a double reward, for the faith that they had 
before Muhammad , and for believing in Muhammad (after he was sent as Prophet)." Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded both of these statements. The Two Sahihs record that Abu Musa said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Three persons will acquire a double reward. ) 
He mentioned among them, 

« » 

(A person from among the People of the Book who believed in his Prophet and in me.) 
Allah's statement, 



(They do not sell the verses of Allah for a small price), means, they do not hide the knowledge 
that they have, as the cursed ones among them have done. Rather, they share the knowledge 
without a price, and this is why Allah said, 



(for them is a reward with their Lord, surely, Allah is Swift in account.) 
Mujahid commented on the verse, 



((Surely, Allah is) swift in account), "He is swift in reckoning," as Ibn Abi Hatim and others have 
recorded from him. 

The Command for Patience and Ribat 

Allah said, 



(Oyou who believe! Endure and be more patient, and Rabitu) 3:200 . 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The believers are commanded to be patient in the religion that Allah 
chose for them, Islam. They are not allowed to abandon it in times of comfort or hardship, 
ease or calamity, until they die as Muslims. They are also commanded to endure against their 
enemies, those who hid the truth about their religion." Similar explanation given by several 
other scholars among the Salaf. 

As for Murabatah, it is to endure in acts of worship and perseverence. It also means to await 
prayer after prayer, as Ibn 'Abbas, Sahl bin Hanif and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi stated. 
Ibn Abi Hatim collected a Hadith that was also collected by Muslim and An-Nasa'i from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Should I tell you about actions with which Allah forgives sins and raises the grade Performing 
perfect ablution in unfavorable conditions, the many steps one takes to the Masajid, and 
awaiting prayer after the prayer, for this isthe Ribat, this isthe Ribat, this isthe Ribat.) 

They also say that the Murabatah in the above Ayah refers to battles against the enemy, and 
manning Muslim outposts to protect them from enemy incursions inside Muslim territory. There 
are several Hadiths that encourage Murabatah and mention its rewards. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Sahl bin Sa' d As-Sa' idi said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(A Day of Ribat in the cause of Allah is better than this life and all that is in it. 
Muslim recorded that Salman Al - Far i si said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Ribat for a day and a night is better than fasting the days of a month and its Qiyam (voluntary 
prayer at night). If one dies in Ribat, his regular righteous deeds that he used to perform will 
keep being added to his account, and he will receive his provision, and will be saved from the 
trials of the grave.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Fadalah bin ' Ubayd said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying, 



» 



« 

(Every dead person will have his record of deeds sealed, except for whoever dies while in Ribat 
in the cause of Allah, for his work will keep increasing until the Day of Resurrection, and he 
will be safe from the trial of the grave.) 

This is the same narration collected by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih". 
Ibn Hibban also collected this Hadith in his Sahih. f At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



: » 

« 

(Two eyes shall not be touched by the Fire: an eye that cried for fear from Allah and an eye 
that spent the night guarding in Allah's cause.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Let the servant of the Dinar, the servant of the Dirham and the servant of the Khamisah (of 
clothes) perish, as he is pleased if these things are given to him, and if not, he is displeased. 
Let such a person perish and be humiliated, and if he is pierced with a thorn, let him not find 
anyone to take it out for him. Paradise is for him who holds the reins of his horse, striving in 
Allah's cause, with his hair unkempt and feet covered with dust: if he is appointed to the 
vanguard, he is perfectly satisfied with his post of guarding, and if he is appointed in the 
rearguard, he accepts his post with satisfaction; if he asks for permission he is not permitted, 
and if he intercedes, his intercession is not accepted.) 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Zayd bin Aslam said, "Abu ' Ubaydah wrote to ' Umar bin Al-Khattab and 
mentioned to him that the Romans were mobilizing their forces. ' Umar wrote back, ' Allah will 
soon turn whatever hardship a believing servant suffers, to ease, and no hardship shall ever 
overcome two types of ease. Allah says in His Book, 



(0 you who believe! Endure and be more patient, and Rabitu, and have Taqwa of Allah, so that 
you may be successful)' 3:200 ." 

Al-Hafiz Ibn ' Asakir mentioned in the biography of 'Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak, that Muhammad 
bin Ibrahim bin Abi Sakinah said, "While in the area of Tarsus, 'Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak 
dictated this poem to me when I was greeting him goodbye. He sent the poem with me to Al- 
Fudayl bin * lyad in the year one hundred and seventy, ' he who worships in the vicinity of the 
Two Holy Masjids! If you but see us, you will realize that you are only jesting in worship. He 
who brings wetness to his cheek with his tears, should know that our necks are being wet by 
our blood. He who tires his horses without purpose, know that our horses are getting tired in 
battle. Scent of perfume is yours, while our scent is the glimmer of spears and the stench of 
dust in battle . We were narrated about in the speech of our Prophet, an authentic statement 



that never lies. That the dust that erupts by Allah's horses and which fills the nostrils of a man 
shall never be combined with the smoke of a raging Fire. This, the Book of Allah speaks among 
us that the martyr is not dead, and the truth in Allah's Book cannot be denied.' I met Al-Fudayl 
Ibn ' lyad in the Sacred Masjid and gave him the letter. When he read it, his eyes became 
tearful and he said, 'Abu * Abdur-Rahman ('Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak) has said the truth and 
offered sincere advice to me.' He then asked me, ' Do you write the Hadith' I said, 'Yes.' He 
said, 'Write this Hadith as reward for delivering the letter of Abu ' Abdur-F&hman to me. He 
then dictated, ' Mansur bin Al-Mu' tamir narrated to us that Abu Salih narrated from Abu 
Hurayrah that a man asked, '0 Messenger of Allah! Teach me a good deed that will earn me 
the reward of the Mujahidin in Allah's cause.' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Are you able to pray continuously and fast without breaking the fast) The man said, '0 
Messenger of Allah! I cannot bear it.' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! Even if you were able to do it, you will not achieve the grade 
of the Mujahidin in Allah's cause. Did you not know that the horse of the Mujahid earns rewards 
for him as long as it lives.) 

Allah said next, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah), concerning all your affairs and situations. For instance, the Prophet 
said to Mu' adh when he sent him to Yemen, 



» 



« 



(Have Taqwa of Allah wherever you may be, follow the evil deed with a good deed and it will 
erase it, and deal with people in a good manner.) 

Allah said next, 



(so that you may be successful.), in this life and the Hereafter. Ibn Jarir recorded that 
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said that, Allah's statement, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah, so that you may be successful.) means, "Fear Me concerning what is 
between you and Me, so that you may acquire success when you meet Me tomorrow." 

The Tafsir of Surah Al ' Imran ends here, all praise is due to Allah, and we ask Him that we die 
while on the path of the Qur'an and Sunnah, Amin. 

The Tafsir of Surat An-Nisa 

(Chapter 4) 

Virtues of Surat An-Nis£257 , A Madinan Surah 

Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that Surat An-Nisa' was revealed in Al-Madinah. Ibn 
Marduwyah recorded similar statements from 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr and Zayd bin Thabit. In 
his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that " Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "There are five Ayat in Surat 
An-Nisa' that I would prefer to the life of this world and all that is in it, 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of an atom,) 4:40 , 



(If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do) 4:31 



(Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives 
except that (anything else) to whom He wills) 4:48 , 



(If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to themselves, had come to you) 4:64 , and, 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself, but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 4:110 ." Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Ask me 
about Surat An-Nisa', for I learned the Qur'an when I was still young." Al-Hakim said, "This 
Hadith is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Sahihs, and they did not collect it." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 



(1 . mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him 
He created his mate, and from them both He created many men and women, and have Taqwa 
of Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and revere the wombs. Surely, Allah 
is always watching over you.) 



The Command to have Taqwa, a Reminder about Creation, and 

Being Kind to Relatives 

Allah commands His creatures to have Taqwa of Him by worshipping Him Alone without 
partners. He also reminds to them of His ability, in that He created them all from a single 
person, Adam, peace be unto him. 



(And from him He created his wife) Hawwa' (Eve), who was created from Adam's left rib, from 
his back while he was sleeping. When Adam woke up and saw Hawwa', he liked her and had 
affection for her, and she felt the same toward him. An authentic Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(Woman was created from a rib. Verily, the most curved portion of the rib is its upper part, so, 
if you should try to straighten it, you will break it, but if you leave it as it is, it will remain 
crooked.) Allah's statement, 



(And from them both He created many men and women;) means, Allah created from Adam and 
Hawwa' many men and women and distributed them throughout the world in various shapes, 
characteristics, colors and languages. In the end, their gathering and return will be to Allah. 
Allah then said, 



(And have Taqwa of Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights) and revere the 
wombs), protect yourself from Allah by your acts of obedience to Him. Allah's statement, 



(through Whom you demand your mutual (rights)), is in reference to when some people say, "I 
ask you by Allah, and then by the relation of the Rahim (the womb, i.e. my relationship to 
you)", according to Ibrahim, Mujahid and Al-Hasan. Ad-Dahhak said; "Fear Allah Whom you 
invoke when you conduct transactions and contracts." "And revere the womb by not cutting the 
relations of the womb, but keep and honor them, as Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr , and others have stated. Allah's statement, 



(Surely, Allah is always watching over you.) means, He watches all your deeds and sees your 
every circumstance. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And Allah is Witness over all things.) 58:6 . An authentic Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(Worship Allah as if you see Him, for even though you cannot see Him, He sees you.) This part 
of the Ayah encourages having a sense of certainty that Allah is always watching, in a complete 
and perfect manner. Allah mentioned that He has created mankind from a single father and a 
single mother, so that they feel compassion for each other and are kind to the weaker among 
them. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Jarir bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said that a delegation 
from Mudar came to the Messenger of Allah , and he saw their state, wearing striped woolen 
clothes due to poverty. After the Zuhr prayer, the Messenger of Allah stood up and gave a 
speech in which he recited, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person,) until the end of 
the Ayah. He also recited, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah. And let every person look to what he has sent forth 
for the tomorrow) 59:18 . He also encouraged them to give charity, saying, 



» 



« 



(A man gave Sadaqah from his Dinar, from his Dirham, from his Sa' of wheat, from his Sa' of 
dates) until the end of the Hadith. This narration was also collected by Ahmad and the Sunan 
compilers from Ibn Mas' ud. 



(2. And give unto orphans their property and do not exchange (your) bad things for (their) good 
ones; and devour not their substance (by adding it) to your substance. Surely, this is a great 
sin.) (3. And if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the orphan girls, then 
marry (other) women of your choice, two or three, or four; but if you fear that you shall not be 
able to deal justly (with them), then only one or (the captives and the servants) that your right 
hands possess. That is nearer to prevent you from Ta' ulu.) (4. And give to the women (whom 
you marry) their Saduqat (or dowry) Nihlah (with a good heart), but if they, of their own good 
pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it, and enjoy it without fear of any harm.) 



Protecting the Property of the Orphans 

Allah commands that the property of the orphans be surrendered to them in full when they 
reach the age of adolescence, and He forbids using or confiscating any part of it. So He said; 



(and do not exchange (your) bad things for (their) good ones;) Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib and Az- 
Zuhri commented, "Do not substitute a weak animal of yours for a fat animal (of the orphans)." 
Ibrahim An-Nakha* i and Ad-Dahhak commented, "Do not give something of bad quality for 
something of good quality." As-Suddi said, "One of them (caretakers of orphans) would take a 
fat sheep from the orphan's property and put in its place, a weak sheep of his, saying, 'A sheep 



for a sheep.' He would also take a good Dirham and exchange it for a fake Dirham, saying, 'A 
Dirham for a Dirham.'" Allah's statement, 



(and devour not their substance to your substance.) means, do not mix them together so that 
you eat up both, as Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muqatil bin Hayyan, As-Suddi and Sufyan bin 
Hassin stated. Allah said, 



(Surely, this is a great sin. ), a major and substantial sin, according to Ibn " Abbas. This was also 
reported from Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Ibn Srin, Qatadah, Muqatil bin 
Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Malik, Zayd bin Aslam and Abu Snan. The meaning above is: adding 
their property to your property is a grave sin and a major mistake, so avoid it. 



The Prohibition of Marrying Female Orphans Without Giving a 

Dowry 

Allah said, 



(And if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the orphan girls, then marry 
(other) women of your choice, two) Allah commands, when one of you is the caretaker of a 
female orphan and he fears that he might not give her a dowry that is suitable for women of 
her status, he should marry other women, who are plenty as Allah has not restricted him. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that " A'ishah said, "A man was taking care of a female orphan and he married 
her, although he did not desire to marry her. That girl's money was mixed with his, and he was 
keeping her portion from her. Afterwards, this Ayah was revealed about his case; 



(If you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly)" Al-Bukhari recorded that " Urwah bin Az- 
Zubayr said that he asked ' A'ishah about the meaning of the statement of Allah, 



(If you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the orphan girls.) She said, "0 my 
nephew! This is about the orphan girl who lives with her guardian and shares his property. Her 
wealth and beauty may tempt him to marry her without giving her an adequate dowry which 
might have been given by another suitor. So, such guardians were forbidden to marry such 
orphan girls unless they treated them justly and gave them the most suitable dowry; otherwise 
they were ordered to marry woman besides them." ' Aishah further said, "After that verse, the 
people again asked the Messenger of Allah (about marriage with orphan girls), so Allah revealed 
the Ayah, 



(They ask your instruction concerning the women..) 4:127 ." She said, "Allah's statement in 
this Ayah, 



(yet whom you desire to marry) 4:127 refers to the guardian who does not desire to marry an 
orphan girl under his supervision because she is neither wealthy nor beautiful. The guardians 
were forbidden to marry their orphan girls possessing property and beauty without being j ust to 
them, as they generally refrain from marrying them (when they are neither beautiful nor 
wealthy)." 

The Permission to Marry Four Women 

Allah's statement, 



(two or three, or four), means, marry as many women as you like, other than the orphan girls, 
two, three or four. We should mention that Allah's statement in another Ayah, 



(Who made the angels messengers with wings, - two or three or four) 35:1 , does not mean 
that other angels do not have more than four wings, as there are proofs that some angels do 
have more wings. Yet, men are prohibited from marrying more than four wives, as the Ayah 
decrees, since the Ayah specifies what men are allowed of wives, as Ibn 'Abbas and the 
majority of scholars stated. If it were allowed for them to have more than four wives, the Ayah 
would have mentioned it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Salim said that his father said that Ghilan 
bin Salamah Ath-Thaqafi had ten wives when he became Muslim, and the Prophet said to him, 
"Choose any four of them (and divorce the rest)." During the reign of ' Umar, Ghilan divorced 
his remaining wives and divided his money between his children. When ' Umar heard news of 



this, he said to Ghilan, "I think that the devil has conveyed to your heart the news of your 
imminent death, from what the devil hears during his eavesdropping. It may as well be that you 
will not remain alive but for a little longer. By Allah! You will take back your wives and your 
money, or I will take possession of this all and will order that your grave be stoned as is the 
case with the grave of Abu Righal (from Thamud, who was saved from their fate because he 
was in the Sacred Area. But, when he left it, he was tormented like they were)." Ash-ShafT i, 
At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ad-Daraqutni and Al-Bayhaqi collected this Hadith up to the Prophet's 
statement, "Choose any four of them." Only Ahmad collected the full version of this Hadith. 
Therefore, had it been allowed for men to marry more than four women at the same time, the 
Prophet would have allowed Ghilan to keep more than four of his wives since they all embraced 
Islam with him. When the Prophet commanded him to keep just four of them and divorce the 
rest, this indicated that men are not allowed to keep more than four wives at a time under any 
circumstances. If this is the case concerning those who already had more than four wives upon 
embracing Islam, then this ruling applies even more so to marrying more than four. 



Marrying Only One Wife When One Fears He Might not Do Justice to 

His Wives 



Allah's statement, 



(But if you fear that you will not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one or what your 
right hands possess.) The Ayah commands, if you fear that you will not be able to do justice 
between your wives by marrying more than one, then marry only one wife, or satisfy yourself 
with only female captives, for it is not obligatory to treat them equally, rather it is 
recommended. So if one does so, that is good, and if not, there is no harm on him. In another 
Ayah, Allah said, 



(You will never be able to do perfect justice between wives even if it is your ardent desire) 
4:129 . Allah said, 



(That is nearer to prevent you from Ta' ulu), meaning, from doing injustice. Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn 
Marduwyah and Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban, in his Sahih, recorded that 'Aishah said that, the 
Prophet said that the Ayah, 



(That is nearer to prevent you from Ta'ulu), means, from doing injustice. However, Ibn Abi 
Hatim said that his father said that this Hadith to the Prophet is a mistake, for it should be 
attributed to 'Aishah not the Prophet . Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Ibn 'Abbas, 'Aishah, 
Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Abu Malik, Abu Razin, An-Nakha'i, Ash-Sha'bi, Ad-Dahhak, 'Ata' 
Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan that Ta'ulu means to deviate from 
justice . 



Giving the Dowry is Obligatory 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported Ibn ' Abbas saying, Nihlah, in Allah's statement, 



(And give to the women (whom you marry) their Saduqat Nihlah) refers to the dowry. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated from Az-Zuhri that ' Urwah said that 'Aishah said that 'Nihlah' 
means' obligatory'. Muqatil, Qatadah and Ibn Jurayj said, ' Nihlah' means 'obligatory' Ibn Jurayj 
added: 'specified.' Ibn Zayd said, "In Arabic, Nihlah, refers to what is necessary. 3d Allah is 
commanding: Do not marry unless you give your wife something that is her right. No person 
after the Prophet is allowed to marry a woman except with the required dowry, nor by giving 
false promises about the dowry intended ." Therefore, the man is required to pay a dowry to 
his wife with a good heart, just as he gives a gift with a good heart. If the wife gives him part 
or all of that dowry with a good heart, her husband is allowed to take it, as it is lawful for him 
in this case. This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(But if they, of their own pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it, and enjoy it without 
fear of any harm.) 



(5. And give not unto the unwise your wealth which Allah has made a means of support for you, 
but feed and clothe them therewith, and speak to them words of kindness and justice.) (6. And 
test orphans until they reach the age of marriage; if then you find sound judgment in them, 
release their property to them, but consume it not wastefully and hastily, fearing that they 
should grow up. And whoever among guardians is rich, he should take no wages, but if he is 
poor, let him have for himself what is just and reasonable (according to his work). And when 
you release their property to them, take a witness in their presence; and Allah is All-Suf f icient 
in taking account.) 



Holding the Property of the Unwise in Escrow 

Allah prohibited giving the unwise the freedom to do as they wish with wealth, which Allah has 
made as a means of support for people. This ruling sometimes applies because of being young, 
as young people are incapable of making wise decisions. It also applies in cases of insanity, 
erratic behavior and having a weak intellect or religious practice. It applies in cases of 
bankruptcy, when the debtors ask that the property of a bankrupt person is put in escrow, 
when his debts cannot be paid off with his money. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said 
that Allah's statement, 



(And give not unto the unwise your property) refers to children and women. Similar was also 
said by Ibn Mas' ud, Al-Hakam bin ~ Uyaynah, Al-Hasan and Ad-Dahhak: "Women and boys." Sa' id 
bin Jubayr said that 'the unwise' refers to the orphans. Mujahid, ' Ikrimah and Qatadah said; 
"They are women." 



Spending on the Unwise with Fairness 

Allah said, 



(but feed and clothe them therewith, and speak to them words of kindness and justice.) Af i 
bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn " Abbas commented, "Do not give your wealth, what Allah has made 
you responsible for and made a means of sustenance to you, to your wife or children. Rather, 
hold on to your money, take care of it, and be the one who spends on them for clothes, food 
and provision." Mujahid said that the Ayah, 



(and speak to them words of kindness and justice.) refers to kindness and keeping good 
relations. This honorable Ayah commands kind treatment, in deed, with family and those under 
one's care. One should spend on them for clothes and provisions, and be good to them, such as 
saying good words to them. 

Giving Back the Property of the Orphans When They Reach 

Adulthood 

Allah said, 



(And test orphans) meaning, test their intelligence, as Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi 
and Muqatil bin Hayyan stated. 



(until they reach the age of marriage), the age of puberty, according to Mujahid. The age of 
puberty according to the majority of scholars comes when the child has a wet dream. In his 
Sunan, Abu Dawud recorded that 'AM said, "I memorized these words from the Messenger of 
Allah , 



« » 

(There is no orphan after the age of puberty nor vowing to be silent throughout the day to the 
night.) In another Hadith, 'A'ishah and other Companions said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

s(The pen does not record the deeds of three persons: the child until the age of puberty, the 
sleeping person until waking up, and the senile until sane.) Or, the age of fifteen is considered 
the age of adolescence. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "I was presented 
in front of the Prophet on the eve of the battle of Uhud, while I was fourteen years of age, and 
he did not allow me to take part in that battle. But I was presented in front of him on the eve 
of the battle of Al-Khandaq (The Trench) when I was fifteen years old, and he allowed me (to 
join that battle)." x Umar bin * Abdul-* Aziz commented when this Hadith reached him, "This is 
the difference between a child and an adult." There is a difference of opinion over whether 
pubic hair is considered a sign of adulthood, and the correct opinion is that it is. The Sunnah 
supports this view, according to a Hadith collected by Imam Ahmad from ' Atiyah Al-Qurazi who 
said, We were presented to the Prophet on the day of Qurizah, whoever had pubic hair was 
killed, whoever did not was left free to go, I was one of those who did not, so I was left free." 
The Four Sunan compilers also recorded similar to it. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Allah's 
statement, 



(if then you find sound judgment in them, release their property to them,) Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said that this portion of the Ayah means, when you find them to be good in the religion and 
wise with their money. Smilar was reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others 
among the Imams. The scholars of Fiqh stated that when the child becomes good in the religion 
and wise concerning with money, then the money that his caretaker was keeping for him should 
be surrendered to him. 



Poor Caretakers are Allowed to Wisely Spend from the Money of the 
Orphan Under Their Care, to Compensate for Their Work 

Allah said, 



(But consume it not wastefully and hastily, fearing that they should grow up.) Allah commands 
that the money of the orphan should not be spent unnecessarily, 



(Wastefully and hastily) for fear they might grow up. Allah also commands, 



(And whoever among guardians is rich, he should take no wages,) Hence, the guardian who is 
rich and does not need the orphan's money, should not take any of it as wages. 



(but if he is poor, let him have for himself what isjust and reasonable.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that ' Aishah said, "This Ayah, 



(And whoever among guardians is rich, he should take no wages, but if he is poor, let him have 
for himself what isjust and reasonable.) was revealed about the guardian of the orphan and 
pertains to whatever work he does for the orphan's estate. " Al-Bukhari also collected this 
Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that x Amr bin Shu' ayb said that his father said that his father 
told him that a man asked the Messenger of Allah , "I do not have money, but I have an orphan 
under my care." The Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Eat from your orphan's wealth without extravagance or wastefulness, or mixing it, and without 
saving your money by spending his.)" Allah said, 



(And when you release their property to them.) after they become adults, and you see that 
they are wise, then, 



(take a witness in their presence;) Allah commands the guardians of orphans to surrender the 
property of the orphans who become consenting adults, in the presence of witnesses, so that 
none of them deniesthe fact that he received his money. Allah said next, 



(and Allah is All-Sufficient in taking account.) meaning, Allah is sufficient as Witness, Reckoner 
and Watcher over their work for orphans, and when they surrender their money to them, 
whether their property was complete and whole, or deficient and less. Indeed, Allah knows all 
of that. In hisSahih, Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(0 Abu Dharr! Verily, you are weak, and I love for you what I love for myself. Do not become a 
leader of two nor assume guardianship of an orphan's property.) 



(7. There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left by parents and those 
nearest in relation, whether the property be small or large -- a legal share.) (8. And when the 
relatives, and the orphans, and the poor are present at the time of division, give them from 
the property, and speak to them words of kindness and justice.) (9. And let those (executors 
and guardians) have the same fear in their minds as they would have for their own, if they had 
left weak offspring behind. So, let them have Taqwa of Allah and speak truthfully.) (10. Verily, 
those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, they eat up only a fire into their bellies, 
and they will be burnt in the blazing Fire!) 



The Necessity of Surrendering the Inheritance According to the 

Portions that Allah Ordained 

Sa' id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said, "The idolators used to give adult men a share of inheritance 
and deprive women and children of it. Allah revealed; 



(There is a share for men from what is left by parents and those nearest in relation)." 
Therefore, everyone is equal in Allah's decision to inherit, even though their shares vary 
according to the degree of their relationship to the deceased, whether being a relative, 
spouse, etc. Ibn Marduwyah reported that Jabir said, "Umm Kujjah came to the Messenger of 
Allah and said to him, ' Messenger of Allah! I have two daughters whose father died, and they 
do not own anything.' So Allah revealed; 



(There is a share for men from what is left by parents and those nearest in relation.)" We will 
mention this Hadith when explaining the two Ayat about inheritance. Allah knows best. Allah 
said, 



(are present at the time of division,) those who do not have a share in the inheritance, 



(and the orphans and the poor), are also present upon dividing the inheritance, give them a 
share of the inheritance. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(And when the relatives and the orphans and the poor are present at the time of division), was 
not abrogated. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that this Ayah still applies and should be 
implemented. Ath-Thawri said that Ibn Abi Najih narrated from Mujahid that implementing this 
Ayah, "Is required from those who have anything to inherit, paid from whatever portions their 
hearts are satisfied with giving away." Smilar explanation was reported from Ibn Mas' ud, Abu 
Musa, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr, Abu AI-'Aliyah, Ash-Sna' bi and Al-Hasan. Ibn Srin, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, Makhul, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah, Az-Zuhri and Yahya bin Ya' mar 
said this payment is obligatory. Others say that this refers to the bequeathal at the time of 
death. And others say that it was abrogated. AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that this 
Ayah, 



(And when are present at the time of division), refers to divisions of inheritance. 3d, when poor 
relatives, who are ineligible for inheritance, orphans, and the poor attend the division of the 
inheritance, which is sometimes substantial, their hearts will feel eager to have a share, seeing 
each eligible person assuming his share; while they are desperate, yet are not given anything. 
Allah the Most Kind, Most Compassionate, commands that they should have a share in the 
inheritance as an act of kindness, charity, compassion and mercy for them. 



Observing Fairness in the Will 

Allah said, 



(And let those have the same fear in their minds as they would have for their own, if they had 
left behind...) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that this part of the Ayah, 
"Refers to a man who is near death and he dictates a will and testament that harms some of 
the rightful inheritors. Allah commands whoever hears such will to fear Allah, and direct the 
dying man to do what is right and to be fair, being as eager to protect the inheritors of the 
dying man as he would be with his own." Smilar was reported from Mujahid and several others. 
The Two Sahihs record that when the Messenger of Allah visited Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas during an 
illness he suffered from, Sa' d said to the Messenger, "0 Messenger of Allah! I am wealthy and 
have no inheritors except a daughter. Should I give two-thirds of my property in charity" He 
said, "No." Sa' d asked, "Half" He said, "No." Sa' d said, "One-third" The Prophet said; 



« » 



(One-third, and even one-third istoo much.) The Messenger of Allah then said, 

» 

« 

(You'd better leave your inheritors wealthy rather than leaving them poor, begging from 
others.) 

A Stern Warning Against Those Who Use Up the Orphan's Wealth 

It was also said that the Ayah 



(consume it not wastefully and hastily, fearing that they should grow up,) means, let them 
have Taqwa of Allah when taking care of the orphan's wealth, as Ibn Jarir recorded from Al- 
' Awfi who reported this explanation from Ibn ' Abbas. This is a sound opinion that is supported 
by the warning that follows against consuming the orphan's wealth unjustly. In this case, the 
meaning becomes: Just as you would want your offspring to be treated fairly after you, then 
treat other people's offspring fairly when you are given the responsibility of caring for them. 
Allah proclaims that those who unjustly consume the wealth of orphans, will be eating fire into 
their stomach, this is why Allah said, 



(Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, they eat up only a fire into their 
bellies, and they will be burnt in the blazing Fire!) meaning, when you consume the orphan's 
wealth without a right, then you are only consuming fire, which will kindle in your stomach on 
the Day of Resurrection. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Avoid the seven great destructive sins. ) The people asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! What are 
they" He said, 



» 



« 

(To join others in worship along with Allah, magic, to kill the life which Allah has forbidden 
except for a just cause, to consume interest, to consume an orphan's property, to turn your 
back to the enemy and flee from the battlefield at the time of fighting, and to accuse chaste 
women who never even think of anything harmful to their chastity being good believers.) 



(11. Allah commands you for your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that 
of two - females; if only daughters, two or more, their share is two thirds of the inheritance; if 
only one, her share is half. For parents, a sixth share of inheritance to each if the deceased 
left children; if no children, and the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother has a third; if the 
deceased left brothers or (sisters), the mother has a sixth. (The distribution in all cases is) 
after the payment of legacies he may have bequeathed or debts. You know not which of them, 
whether your parents or your children, are nearest to you in benefit, (these fixed shares) are 
ordained by Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.) 



Learning the Various Shares of the Inheritance is Encouraged 

This, the following, and the last honorable Ayah in this Surah contain the knowledge of Al- 
Fara'id, inheritance. The knowledge of Al-Fara'id is derived from these three Ayat and from the 
Hadithson this subject which explain them. Learning this knowledge is encouraged, especially 
the specific things mentioned in the Ayat. Ibn ' Uyaynah said; "Knowledge of Al-Fara'id was 
called half of knowledge, because it effects all people." o 

The Reason Behind Revealing Ayah 4:11 

Explaining this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Jabir bin ' Abdullah said, "Allah's Messenger came 
visiting me on foot with Abu Bakr at Banu Salamah's (dwellings), and the Prophet found me 
unconscious. He asked for some water, performed ablution with it, then poured it on me, and I 
regained consciousness. I said, 'What do you command me to do with my money, Allah's 
Messenger' this Ayah was later revealed, 



(Allah commands you for your children's (inheritance); to the male, a portion equal to that of 
two females)." This is how it was recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. The remainder of the Sx 
compilers also collected this Hadith. Another Hadith from Jabir concerning the reason behind 
revealing Ayah 4:11 Ahmad recorded from Jabir that he said, "The wife of Sa'd bin Ar-Rabi' 
came to Allah's Messenger and said to him, ' Allah's Messenger! These are the two daughters 
of Sa* d bin Ar-Rabr , who was killed as a martyr at Uhud. Their uncle took their money and did 
not leave anything for them. They will not be married unless they have money.' The Messenger 
said, " Allah will decide on this matter.' The Ayah about the inheritance was later revealed and 
the Messenger of Allah sent word to their uncle commanding him, 



» 

« 

(Give two-thirds (of Sard's money) to Sard's two daughters and one eighth for their mother, 
and whatever is left is yours.)" Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Maj ah collected this Hadith. It 
is apparent, however, that the first Hadith from Jabir was about the case of the last Ayah in 
the Surah 4:176, rather than 4:11 , for at the time this incident occurred, Jabir had sisters 
and did not have daughters, parents or offspring to inherit from him. Yet, we mentioned the 
Hadith here just as Al-Bukhari did. 

Males Get Two Times the Share of Females for Inheritance 

Allah said, 



(Allah commands you for your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of 
two females;) Allah commands: observe justice with your children. The people of Jahiliyyah 
used to give the males, but not the females, a share in the inheritance. Therefore, Allah 
commands that both males and females take a share in the inheritance, although the portion of 
the males is twice as much as that of the females. There is a distinction because men need 
money to spend on their dependants, commercial transactions, work and fulfilling their 
obligations. Consequently, men get twice the portion of the inheritance that females get. 
Allah's statement, 



(Allah commands you for your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of 
two females;) testifies to the fact that Allah is more merciful with children than their own 
parents are with them, since He commands the parents to be just and fair with their own 
children. An authentic Hadith stated that a captured woman was looking for her child and when 
she found him, she held him, gave him her breast and nursed him. The Messenger of Allah said 
to his Companions, 



» 



« 



(Do you think that this woman would willingly throw her child in the fire) They said, "No, O 
Messenger of Allah." He said, 



« » 

(By Allah! Allah is more merciful with His servants than this woman is with her own child.) Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The custom (in old days) was that the property of the 
deceased would be inherited by his offspring; as for the parents (of the deceased), they would 
inherit by the will of the deceased. Then Allah cancelled whatever He willed from that custom 
and ordained that the male get twice the amount inherited by the female, and for each parent 
a sixth (of the whole legacy), for the wife an eighth or a fourth, and for the husband a half or a 
fourth." 



The Share of the Females When They Are the Only Eligible Heirs 

Allah said, 



(if only daughters, two or more, their share is two-thirds of the inheritance;) We should 
mention here that some people said the Ayah only means two daughters, and that 'more' is 
redundant, which is not true. Nothing in the Qur'an is useless or redundant. Had the Ayah been 
talking about only two women, it would have said, "The share of both of them is two-thirds." As 
for the daughters, two or more, the ruling that they get two-thirds was derived from this Ayah, 
stating that the two sisters get two-thirds. We also mentioned the Hadith in which the Prophet 
commanded that two-thirds be the share of the two daughters of Sa' d bin Ar-Rabr . So this is 
proven in the Book and the Sunnah. 



(if only one, her share is half.) If there are two daughters, then there are texts to prove they 
share a half. Therefore, two-thirds isthe share of the two daughters or sisters, and Allah knows 
best. 

Share of the Parents in the Inheritance 

Allah said, 



(For parents, a sixth share of inheritance to each) There are several forms of the share that the 
parents get in the inheritance. 1. If the deceased left behind children, the parents get a sixth 
each. When the deceased had only one daughter, she gets half of the inheritance and the 
parents each one sixth, and another sixth is given to the father. 2. When the parents are the 
only inheritors, the mother gets one-third while the father gets the remaining two-thirds. In 
this case, the father's share will be twice the mother's share. If the deceased had a surviving 
spouse, the spouse gets half, in the case of a husband, or a fourth in the case of a surviving 
wife. In both cases, the mother of the deceased gets one-third of the remaining inheritance. 
This is because the remaining portion of the inheritance is treated just as the entire legacy in 
regard to the parents' share. Allah has given the mother one-half of what the father gets. 
Therefore, the mother gets a third of the remaining inheritance while the father gets two- 
thirds. 3. If the deceased left behind surviving brothers and sisters, whether half brothers, half 
sisters or from the same father and mother, their presence does not cause reduction in the 
father's share. Yet, their presence reducesthe share of the mother to one-sixth instead of one- 
third, and the father getsthe rest, when there are no other heirs. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Qatadah commented on the Ayah, 



(If the deceased left brothers or (sisters), the mother has a sixth.) "Their presence will reduce 
the share of the mother, but they will not inherit. If there is only one surviving brother, the 
mother's share will remain one-third, but her share will be reduced if there is more than one 
surviving brother. The people of knowledge attribute this reduction in the mother's share from 
one-third (to one-sixth) to the fact that the father is the one who helps the brothers (and 
sisters) of the deceased get married, spending from his own money for this purpose. The 
mother does not spend from her money for this purpose." This is a sound opinion. 



First the Debts are Paid Off, then the Will, then the Fixed 

Inheritance 



Allah said, 



((The distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies he may have bequeathed or 
debts.) The scholars of the Salaf and the Khalaf agree that paying debts comes before fulfilling 
the will, and this is apparent to those who read the Ayah carefully. Allah said next, 



(You know not which of them, whether your parents or your children, are nearest to you in 
benefit.) This Ayah means: We have appointed a share to the parents and children, contrary to 
the practice of Jahiliyyah and the early Islamic era, when the inheritance would go to the 
children, and parents get a share only if they were named in the will, as Ibn 'Abbas stated. 
Allah abrogated this practice and appointed a fixed share for the children and for the parents. 
One may derive benefit in this life or for the Hereafter from his parents, the likes of which he 
could not get from his children. The opposite of this could also be true. Allah said, 



(You know not which of them, whether your parents or your children, are nearest to you in 
benefit,): since benefit could come from one or the other of these relatives, We appointed a 
fixed share of inheritance for each. Allah knows best. Allah said, 



(ordained by Allah), meaning: These appointed shares of inheritance that We mentioned and 
which give some inheritors a bigger share than others, is a commandment from Allah that He 
has decided and ordained, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.), Who places everything in its rightful place and gives 
each his rightful share. 



(12. In that which your wives leave, your share is half if they have no child; but if they leave a 
child, you get a fourth of that which they leave after payment of legacies that they may have 
bequeathed or debts. In that which you leave, their (your wives) share is a fourth if you leave 
no child; but if you leave a child, they get an eighth of that which you leave after payment of 
legacies that you may have bequeathed or debts. If the man or woman whose inheritance is in 
Kalalah has left neither ascendants nor descendants, but has left a brother or a sister, each 
one of the two gets a sixth; but if more than two, they share in a third; after payment of 
legacies he (or she) may have bequeathed or debts, so that no loss is caused (to anyone). This 
is a Commandment from Allah; and Allah is Ever All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.) 

Share of the Spouses in the Inheritance 



Allah says to the husband, you get half of what your wife leaves behind if she dies and did not 
have a child. If she had a child, you get one-fourth of what she leaves behind, after payment of 
legacies that she may have bequeathed, or her debts. We mentioned before that payment of 
debts comes before fulfilling the will, and then comes the will, then the inheritance, and there 
is a consensus on this matter among the scholars. And the rule applies to the grandchildren as 
well as the children, even if they are great-grandchildren (or even further in generation) Allah 
then said, 



(In that which you leave, their (your wives) share is a fourth) and if there is more than one 
wife, they all share in the fourth, or one-eighth that the wife gets. Earlier, we explained Allah's 
statement, 



(After payment of legacies) 

The Meaning of Kalalah 

Allah said, 



(If the man or woman whose inheritance is in question was left in Kalalah.) Kalalah is a 
derivative of Iklil; the crown that surrounds the head. The meaning of Kalalah in this Ayah is 
that the person's heirs come from other than the first degree of relative. Ash-Sha' bi reported 
that when Abu Bakr As-9ddiq was asked about the meaning of Kalalah, he said, "I will say my 
own opinion about it, and if it is correct, then this correctness is from Allah. However, if my 
opinion is wrong, it will be my error and because of the evil efforts of Shaytan, and Allah and 
His Messenger have nothing to do with it. Kalalah refers to the man who has neither 
descendants nor ascendants." When * Umar became the Khalifah, he said, "I hesitate to 
contradict an opinion of Abu Bakr." This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and others. In his Tafsir, Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "I was among the last persons to see 'Umar bin Al- 
Khattab, and he said to me, 'What you said was the correct opinion.' I asked, 'What did I say' 
He said, 'That Kalalah refers to the person who has no child or parents.'" This is also the 
opinion of 'AM bin Abi Talib, Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Zayd bin Thabit, Ash-Sha'bi, An-Nakha'i, 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, Jabir bin Zayd and Al-Hakam . This is also the view of the people of 
Al-Madinah, Kufah, Basrah, the Seven Fuqaha', the Four Imams and the majority of scholars of 
the past and present, causing some scholars to declare that there is a consensus on this 
opinion. 



The Ruling Concerning Children of the Mother From Other Than the 

Deceased's Father 

Allah said, 



(But has left a brother or a sister), meaning, from his mother's side, as some of the Salaf 
stated, including Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas. Qatadah reported that this is the view of Abu Bakr As- 
Sddiq. 



(Each one of the two gets a sixth; but if more than two, they share in a third.) There is a 
difference between the half brothers from the mother's side and the rest of the heirs. First, 
they get a share in the inheritance on account of their mother. Second, the males and females 
among them get the same share. Third, they only have a share in the inheritance when the 
deceased's estate is inherited in Kalalah, for they do not have a share if the deceased has a 
surviving father, grandfather, child or grandchild. Fourth, they do not have more than a third, 
no matter how numerous they were. aAl I ah's statement, 



(After payment of legacies he (or she) may have bequeathed or debts, so that no loss is caused 
(to anyone).) means, let the will and testament be fair and free of any type of harm, without 
depriving some rightful heirs from all, or part of their share, or adding to the fixed portion that 
Allah or dained for some heirs. Indeed, whoever does this, will have disputed with Allah 
concerning Hisdecision and division. An authentic Hadith states, 



» 



« 

(Allah has given each his fixed due right. Therefore, there is no will for a rightful inheritor.) 



(13. These are the limits (set by) Allah, and whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, will be 
admitted to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), to abide therein, and is the great 
success.) (14. And whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and transgresses His (set) 
limits, He will cast him into the Fire, to abide therein; and he shall suffer a disgraceful 
torment.) 



Warning Against Transgressing the Limits for Inheritance 

Meaning, the Fara'id are Allah's set limits. This includes what Allah has alloted for the heirs, 
according to the degree of relation they have to the deceased, and their degree of dependency 
on him. Therefore, do not transgressor violate them. 3d Allah said; 



(And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger,) regarding the inheritance, and does not add or 
decrease any of these fixed shares by use of tricks and plots. Rather, he gives each his 
appointed share as Allah commanded, ordained and decided, 



(Will be admitted to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), to abide therein, and is the 
great success. And whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and transgresses His (set) 
limits, He will cast him into the Fire, to abide therein; and he shall have a disgraceful 
torment.) This is because he changed what Allah has ordained and disputed with His judgment. 
Indeed, this isthe behavior of those who do not agree with what Allah has decided and divided, 



and this is why Allah punishes them with humiliation in the eternal, painful torment. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(A man might perform the act ions of righteous people for seventy years, but when it is time to 
compile his will, he commits injustice. So his final work will be his worst, and he thus enters 
the Fire. A man might perform the deeds of evil people for seventy years, yet he is fair in his 
will. 3d his final work will be his best, and he thus enters Paradise.) Abu Hurayrah said, "Read, 
if you will, 



(These are the limits (set by) Allah) until, 



(a disgraceful torment.)." In the chapter on injustice in the will, Abu Dawud recorded in his 
Sunan that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(A man or a woman might perform actions in obedience to Allah for sixty years. Yet, when they 
are near death, they leave an unfair will and thus acquire the Fire.) Abu Hurayrah then recited 
the Ayah, 



(After payment of legacies he (or she) may have bequeathed or debts, so that no loss is 
caused), until, 



(and that is the great success.) This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib". 



(15. And those of your women who commit illegal sexual intercourse, take the evidence of four 
witnesses from among you against them; and if they testify, confine them (i.e. women) to 
houses until death comes to them or Allah ordains for them some (other) way.) (16. And the 
two persons among you who commit illegal sexual intercourse, punish them both. And if they 
repent and do righteous good deeds, leave them alone. Surely, Allah is Ever the One Who 
accepts repentance, (and He is) Most Merciful.) 

The Adulteress is Confined in her House; A Command Later 

Abrogated 

At the begining of Islam, the ruling was that if a woman commits adultery as stipulated by 
sufficient proof, she was confined to her home, without leave, until she died. Allah said, 



(And those of your women who commit illegal sexual intercourse, take the evidence of four 
witnesses from among you against them; and if they testify, confine them (i.e. women) to 
houses until death comes to them or Allah ordains for them some (other) way.) * Same other 
way' mentioned here is the abrogation of this ruling that came later. Ibn 'Abbas said, "The 
early ruling was confinement, until Allah sent down Surat An-Nur (chapter 24) which abrogated 
that ruling with the ruling of flogging (for fornication) or stoning to death (for adultery)." 
Smilar was reported from * Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, " Ata' Al-Khurasani, Abu Salih, 
Qatadah, Zayd bin Aslam and Ad-Dahhak, and this is a matter that is agreed upon. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said, "When the revelation descended upon the Messenger 
of Allah , it would affect him and his face would show signs of strain. One day, Allah sent down 
a revelation to him, and when the Messenger was relieved of its strain, he said, 



» 



« 

(Take from me: Allah has made some other way for them. The married with the married, the 
unmarried with the unmarried. The married gets a hundred lashes and stoning to death, while 
the unmarried gets a hundred lashes then banishment for a year.)" Muslim and the collectors of 
the Sunan recorded that " Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Take from me, take from me. Allah has made some other way for them: the (unmarried) gets 
a hundred lashes and banishment for one year, while the (married) gets a hundred lashes and 
stoning to death.) At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". Allah said, 



(And the two persons among you who commit illegal sexual intercourse, punish them both.) Ibn 
'Abbas and Sa' id bin Jubayr said that this punishment includes cursing, shaming them and 
beating them with sandals. This was the ruling until Allah abrogated it with flogging or stoning, 
as we stated. Mujahid said, "It was revealed about the case of two men who do it." As if he was 
referring to the actions of the people of Lut, and Allah knows best. The collectors of Sunan 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever you catch committing the act of the people of Lut (homosexuality), then kill both 
parties to the act.) Allah said, 



(And if they repent and do righteous good deeds), by refraining from that evil act, and 
thereafter their actions become righteous, 



(leave them alone), do not verbally abuse them after that, since he who truly repents is just 
like he who has no sin, 



(Surely, Allah is Ever the One Who accepts repentance, Most Merciful.) The following is 
recorded in the Two Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(When the slave-girl of one of you commits illegal sexual intercouse, let him flog her and not 
chastise her afterwards. ) because the lashes she receives erase the sin that she has 
committed. 



(17. Allah accepts only the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and foolishness and 
repent soon afterwards ; it is they to whom Allah will forgive and Allah is Ever All-Knower, 
All-Wise.) (18. And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until 
death faces one of them and he says: "Now I repent;" nor of those who die while they are 
disbelievers. For them, We have prepared a painful torment.) 

Repentance is Accepted Until one Faces death 

Allah states that He accepts repentance of the servant who commits an error in ignorance and 
then repents, even just before he sees the angel who captures the soul, before his soul reaches 
his throat. Mujahid and others said, "Every person who disobeys Allah by mistake, or 
intentionally is ignorant, until he refrains from the sin." Qatadah said that Abu AI-'Aliyah 
narrated that the Companions of the Messenger of Allah used to say, "Every sin that the servant 
commits, he commits out of ignorance." ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that, Ma' mar said that 
Qatadah said that, the Companions of the Messenger of Allah agreed that every sin that is 
committed by intention or otherwise, is committed in ignorance." Ibn Jurayj said, "Abdullah bin 
Kathir narrated to me that Mujahid said, ' Every person who disobeys Allah (even willfully), is 
ignorant while committing the act of disobedience."' Ibn Jurayj said, "'At a' bin Abi Rabah told 
me something similar." Abu Salih said that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "It is because of one's 
ignorance that he commits the error." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about 
the Ayah, 



(and repent soon (afterwards)), "Until just before he (or she) looks at the angel of death." Ad- 
Dahhak said, "Every thing before death is ' soon afterwards .'" Al-Hasan Al-Basri said about the 
Ayah, 



(and repent soon afterwards), "Just before his last breath leaves histhroat." " Ikrimah said, "All 
of this life is 'soon afterwards .'" Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Umar said that the 
Messenger said, 



« » 

(Allah accepts the repentance of the servant as long as the soul does not reach the throat.) 
This Hadith was also collected by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Gharib". By mistake, Ibn Majah mentioned that this Hadith was narrated through ' Abdullah bin 
* Amr. However, what is correct is that * Abdullah bin * Umar bin Al-Khattab was the narrator. 
Allah said, 



(It is they to whom Allah will forgive and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.) Surely, when hope 
in continued living diminishes, the angel of death comes forth and the soul reaches the throat, 
approaches the chest and arrives at the state where it is being gradually pulled out, then there 
is no accepted repentance, nor away out of that certain end. Hence Allah's statements, 



(And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until death faces 
one of them and he says: "Now I repent,") and, 



(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone...") 40:84 Allah 
decided that repentance shall not be accepted from the people of the earth when the sun rises 
from the west, as Allah said, 



(The day that some of the signs of your Lord do come, no good will it do to a person to believe 
then, if he believed not before, nor earned good through his faith.) 6:158 . oAllah said, 



(nor of those who die while they are disbelievers.) Consequently, when the disbeliever dies 
while still a disbeliever and polyt heist , his sorrow and repentance shall not avail him. If he 
were to ransom himself, even with the earth's fill of gold, it will not be accepted from him. Ibn 
" Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah and Ar-Rabi" bin Anas said that the Ayah: 



(nor of those who die while they are disbelievers), was revealed about the people of Shirk. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Usamah bin Salman said that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah accepts the repentance of His servant, or forgives His servant, as long as the veil does 
not drop.) They asked, "And what does the drop of the veil mean " He said, 



« » 

(When the soul is removed while one is a polyt hiest .) Allah then said, 



(For them We have prepared a painful torment), torment that is severe, eternal and enormous. 



(19. you who believe! You are not permitted to inherit women against their will, nor to 
prevent them from marriage in order to get part of (the dowry) what you have given them, 
unless they commit open Fahishah. And live with them honorably. If you dislike them, it maybe 
that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good.) (20. But if you intend 
to replace a wife by another and you have given one of them a Qintar, take not the least bit of 
it back; would you take it wrongfully without a right and (with) a manifest sin) (21. And how 
could you take it (back) while you have gone in unto each other, and they have taken from you 
a firm and strong covenant) (22. And marry not women whom your fathers married, except 
what has already passed; indeed it was shameful and Maqtan, and an evil way.) 



Meaning of ' Inheriting Women Against Their Will 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said about the Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! You are not permitted to inherit women against their will,) "Before, the 
practice was that when a man dies, his male relatives used to have the right to do whatever 
they wanted with his wife. If one of them wants, he would marry her, give her in marriage, or 
prevent her from marriage, for they had more right to her than her own family. Thereafter, 
this Ayah was revealed about this practice, 



(Oyou who believe! You are not permitted to inherit women against their will)." 

Women Should not Be Treated with Harshness 

Allah said, 



(nor to prevent them from marriage, in order to take part of what you have given them,) Allah 
commands: Do not treat the woman harshly so that she gives back all or part of the dowry that 
she was given, or forfeits one of her rights by means of coercion and oppression. Allah's 
statement, 



(unless they commit open Fahishah.) Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Ash- 
Sha'bi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Muhammad bin Srin, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, ~ Ikrimah, ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Qilabah, Abu Salih, As-Suddi, Zayd bin Aslam and Sa' id bin Abi Hilal 
said that this refersto illicit sex. Meaning that if the wife commits adultery, you are allowed to 
take back the dowry you gave her. You are also allowed to annoy her, until she gives back the 
dowry in return for a Khula' ." In Surat Al-Baqarah, Allah said, 



(And it is not lawful for you (men) to take back (from your wives) any of what you have given 
them, except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by 
Allah) 2:229 . Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak said that Fahishah refersto disobedience 
and defiance. Ibn Jarir chose the view that it is general, encompasses all these meanings, 
adultery, disobedience, defiance, rudeness, and so forth. Meaning that he is allowed to annoy 
his wife when she does any of these acts until she forfeits all or part of her rights and he then 
separates from her, and this view is good, and Allah knows best. 



Live With Women Honorably 



Allah said, 



(And live with them honorably), by saying kind words to them, treating them kindly and making 
your appearance appealing for them, as much as you can, just as you like the same from them. 
Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And they have rights similar over them to what is reasonable) 2:228 . The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(The best among you is he who is the best with his family. Verily, I am the best one among you 
with my family.) It was the practice of the Messenger of Allah to be kind, cheerful, playful with 
his wives, compassionate, spending on them and laughing with them. The Messenger used to 
race with x A'ishah, the Mother of the Faithful, as a means of kindness to her. ' Aishah said, 
"The Messenger of Allah raced with me and I won the race. This occurred before I gained 
weight, and afterwards I raced with him again, and he won that race. He said, 



« » 

(This victory is for that victory .)" When the Prophet was at the home of one of his wives, 
sometimes all of his wives would meet there and eat together, and they would then go back to 
their homes. He and his wife would sleep in the same bed, he would remove his upper 
garment, sleeping in only his lower garment. The Prophet used to talk to the wife whose night 
it was, after praying ' Isha' and before he went to sleep. Allah said, 



(Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to follow) 33:21 . Allah said, 



(If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal 
of good.) Allah says that your patience, which is demonstrated by keeping wives whom you 



dislike, carries good rewards for you in this life and the Hereafter. Ibn ' Abbas commented on 
this Ayah, "That the husband may feel compassion towards his wife and Allah gives him a child 
with her, and this child carries tremendous goodness." An authentic Hadith states, 



» 

« 

(No believing man should hate his believing wife. If he dislikes a part of her conduct, he would 
surely like another.) 

The Prohibition of Taking Back the Dowry 

Allah said, 



(But if you intend to replace a wife by another and you have given one of them a Qintar, take 
not the least bit of it back; would you take it wrongfully without a right and (with) a manifest 
sin) The Ayah commands: When one of you wants to divorce a wife and marry another one, he 
must not take any portion of the dowry he gave to the first wife, even if it were a Qintar of 
money. We mentioned the meaning of Qintar in the Tafsir of Surah Al ' Imran. This Ayah is clear 
in its indication that the dowry could be substantial. x Umar bin Al-Khattab used to discourage 
giving a large dowry, but later on changed his view. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu AI-' Ajfa' 
As-Sulami said that he heard ' Umar bin Al-Khattab saying, "Do not exaggerate with the dowry 
of women, had this practice been an honor in this world or a part of Taqwa, then the Prophet 
would have had more right to practice it than you. The Messenger of Allah never gave any of 
his wives, nor did any of his daughters receive a dowry more than twelve Uwqiyah. A man used 
to pay a substantial dowry and thus conceal enmity towards his wife!" Ahmad and the collectors 
of Sunan collected this Hadith through various chains of narration, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Sahih". Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la recorded that Masruq said, "" Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up on the 
Minbar of the Messenger of Allah and said, 'O people! Why do you exaggerate concerning the 
dowry given to women The Messenger of Allah and his Companions used to pay up to four 
hundred Dirhams for a dowry, or less than that. Had paying more for a dowry been a part of 
Taqwa or an honor, you would not have led them in this practice. Therefore, I do not want to 
hear about a man who pays more than four hundred Dirhams for a dowry.' He then went down 
the Minbar, but a woman from Quraysh said to him, '0 Leader of the Faithful! You prohibited 
people from paying more than four hundred Dirhams in a dowry for women' He said, ' Yes.' She 
said, " Have you not heard what Allah sent down in the Qur'an' He said, 'Which part of it' She 
said, " Have you not heard Allah's statement, 



(And you have given one of them a Qintar)' He said, * Allah! Forgive me...' He then went back 
and stood up on the Minbar saying, ' I had prohibited you from paying more than four hundred 
Dirhams in a dowry for women. 3d, let everyone pay what he likes from his money.'" The chain 
of narration for this Hadith is strong. 



(And how could you take it (back) while you have gone in unto each other) how can you take 
back the dowry from the woman with whom you had sexual relations and she had sexual 
relations with you Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi and several others said that this means sexual 
intercourse. The Two Sahihs record that the Messenger of Allah said three times to the spouses 
who said the Mula' anah; 



« » 

(Allah knows that one of you is a liar, so would any of you repent ) The man said, "0 Messenger 
of Allah! My money," referring to the dowry that he gave his wife. The Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(You have no money. If you are the one who said the truth, the dowry is in return for the right 
to have sexual intercourse with her. If you are the one who uttered the lie, then this money is 
even farther from your reach.) Similarly Allah said; 



(And how could you take it (back) while you have gone in unto each other and they have taken 
from you a firm and strong covenant) (Be kind with women, for you have taken them by Allah's 
covenant and earned the right to have sexual relations with them by Allah's Word.) 

Marrying the Wife of the Father is Prohibited 



Allah said, 



(And marry not women whom your fathers married,) Allah prohibits marrying the women whom 
the father married, in honor and respect to the fathers, not allowing their children to have 
sexual relations with their wives after they die. A woman becomes ineligible for the son of her 
husband as soon as the marriage contract is conducted, and there is a consensus on this ruling. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to 
prohibit what Allah prohibits (concerning marriage), except marrying the stepmother and 
taking two sisters as rival wives. Allah sent down, 



(And marry not women whom your fathers married,) and, 



(and two sisters in wedlock at the same time) 4:23 ." Smilar was reported from 'Ata' and 
Qatadah. Therefore, the practice that the Ayah mentions is prohibited for this Ummah, being 
disgraced as an awful sin, r 



(Indeed it was shameful and Maqtan, and an evil way.) Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Come not near to Al-Fawahish (shameful acts) whether committed openly or secretly) 6:151 
and, 



(And come not near to unlawful sex. Verily, it is a Fahishah and an evil way.) 17:32 In this 
Ayah (4:22), Allah added, 



(and Maqtan), meaning, offensive. It is a sin itself and causes the son to hate his father after 
he marries his wife. It is usual that whoever marries a woman dislikes those who married her 
before him. This is one reason why the Mothers of the Faithful were not allowed for anyone in 
marriage after the Messenger . They are indeed the Mothers of the Faithful since they married 
the Messenger , who is like the father to the believers. Rather, the Prophet's right is far greater 
than the right of a father, and his love comes before each person loving himself, may Allah's 
peace and blessings be on him. x Ata' bin Abi Rabah said that the Ayah, 



(and Maqtan), means, Allah will hate him, 



(and an evil way), for those who take this way. Therefore, those who commit this practice will 
have committed an act of reversion from the religion and deserve capital punishment and 
confiscation of their property, which will be given to the Muslim Treasury. Imam Ahmad and 
the collectors of Sunan recorded that Al-Bara' bin " Azib said that his uncle Abu Burdah was sent 
by the Messenger of Allah to a man who married his stepmother to execute him and confiscate 
his money. 



(23. Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, your daughters, your sisters, your 
father's sisters, your mother's sisters, your brother's daughters, your sister's daughters, your 
foster mothers who suckled you, your foster milk suckling sisters, your wives' mothers, your 
stepdaughters under your guardianship, born of your wives unto whom you have gone in -- but 
there is no sin on you if you have not gone in unto them (to marry their daughters), -- the wives 
of your sons who (spring) from your own loins, and two sisters in wedlock at the same time, 
except for what has already passed; verily, Allah is Oft- Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Degrees of Women Never Eligible for One to Marry 

This honorable Ayah is the Ayah that establishes the degrees of women relatives who are never 
eligible for one to marry, because of blood relations, relations established by suckling or 
marriage. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "(Allah said) I have prohibited for you 
seven types of relatives by blood and seven by marriage." Ibn " Abbasthen recited the Ayah, 



(Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, your daughters, your sisters...) At-Tabari 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Seven degrees of blood relation and seven degrees of marriage 
relation are prohibited (for marriage)." He then recited the Ayah, 



(Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, your daughters, your sisters, your father's 
sisters, your mother's sisters, your brother's daughters, your sister's daughters) and these are 
the types prohibited by blood relation." Allah's statement, 



(Your foster mothers who suckled you, your foster milk suckling sisters) means, just as your 
mother who bore you is prohibited for you in marriage, so is your mother from suckling 
prohibited for you. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that 'Aishah, the Mother of the Faithful, 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Suckling prohibits what birth prohibits.) In another narration reported by Muslim, 



« » 

(Suckling establishes prohibited degrees just as blood does.) 

' Suckling' that Establishes Prohibition for Marriage 

Less than five incidents of suckling will not establish prohibition for marriage. In his Sahih, 
Muslim recorded that " A'ishah said, "Among the parts of the Qur'an that were revealed, is the 
statement, 'Ten incidents of suckling establishes the prohibition (concerning marriage).' It was 
later abrogated with five, and the Messenger of Allah died while this statement was still 
recited as part of the Qur'an."' A Hadith that Sahlah bint Suhayl narrated states that the 
Messenger of Allah ordered her to suckle Salim the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah with five." We 
should assert that the suckling mentioned here must occur before the age of two, as we stated 
when we explained the Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



((The mothers) should suckle their children for two whole years, (that is) for those (parents) 
who desire to complete the term of suckling) 2:233 . The Mother-in-Law and Stepdaughter are 
Prohibited in Marriage Allah said next, 



(Your wives' mothers, your stepdaughters under your guardianship, born of your wives unto 
whom you have gone in - but there is no sin on you if you have not gone in unto them,) As for 
the mother of the wife, she becomes prohibited for marriage for her son-in-law when the 
marriage is conducted, whether the son-in-law has sexual relations with her daughter or not. 
As for the wife's daughter, she becomes prohibited for her stepfather when he has sexual 
relations with her mother, after the marriage contract is ratified. If the man divorces the 
mother before having sexual relations with her, he is allowed to marry her daughter. So Allah 
said; 



(Your stepdaughters under your guardianship, born of your wives unto whom you have gone in 
- but there is no sin on you if you have not gone in unto them,) to marry the stepdaughter. 

The Stepdaughter is Prohibited in Marriage Even if She Was Not 
Under the Guardianship of Her Stepfather 

Allah said, 



(...your stepdaughters under your guardianship,) The majority of scholars state that the 
stepdaughter is prohibited in marriage for her stepfather who consummated his marriage to 
her mother whether she was under his guardianship or not. The Two Sahih recorded that Umm 
Habibah said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Marry my sister, the daughter of Abu Sufyan (and in one 
narration ' Azzah bint Abu Sufyan)." He said, 



« » 



« » 



« » 



» 



« 

("Do you like that I do that" She said, "I would not give you up for anything, but the best of 
whom I like to share with me in that which is righteously good, is my sister." He said, "That is 
not allowed for me." She said, "We were told that you want to marry the daughter of Abu 
Salamah." He asked, "The daughter of Umm Salamah" She said, "Yes." He said, "Even if she was 
not my stepdaughter and under my guardianship, she is still not allowed for me because she is 
my niece from suckling, for Thuwaybah suckled me and Abu Salamah. Therefore, do not offer 
me to marry your daughters or sisters. ") In another narration from Al-Bukhari, 



« » 

(Had I not married Umm Salamah, her daughter would not have been allowed for me anyway.) 
Consequently, the Messenger stated that his marriage to Umm Salamah was the real reason 
behind that prohibition. 



Meaning of ' gone in unto them 

The Ayah continues, 



(Your wives unto whom you have gone in), meaning, had sexual relations with them, according 
to Ibn 'Abbas and several others. 



Prohibiting the Daughter-in-Law for Marriage 

Allah said, 



(The wives of your sons who (spring) from your own loins,) Therefore, you are prohibited to 
marry the wives of your own sons, but not the wives of your adopted sons, as adoption was 
common practice in Jahiliyyah. Allah said, 



(So when Zayd had accomplished his desire from her (i.e. divorced her), We gave her to you in 
marriage, so that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of (the 
marriage of) the wives of their adopted sons when the latter have no desire to keep them (i.e. 
they had divorced them).) 33:37 Ibn Jurayj said, "I asked ' Ata' about Allah's statement, 



(The wives of your sons who (spring) from your own loins,) He said, ' We were told that when 
the Prophet married the ex-wife of Zayd (who was the Prophet's adopted son before Islam 
prohibited this practice), the idolators in Makkah criticized him. Allah sent down the Ayat: 



(The wives of your sons who (spring) from your own loins), 



(nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons.) 33:4 , and, 



(Muhammad is not the father of any of your men) 33:40 .'" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Al- 
Hasan bin Muhammad said, "These Ayat are encompassing, 



(the wives of your sons), and, 



(your wives' mothers). This is also the explanation of Tawus, Ibrahim, Az-Zuhri and Makhul. It 
means that these two Ayat encompass these types of women, whether the marriage was 
consummated or not, and there is a consensus on this ruling. 



A Doubt and Rebuttal 

Why is the wife of one's son from suckling prohibited for him for marriage - that is, if she is no 
longer married to his son from suckling - as the majority of scholars state, although they are 
not related by blood The answer isthe Prophet's statement, 



« » 

(Suckling prohibits what blood relations prohibit.) 

The Prohibition of Taking Two Sisters as Rival Wives 

Allah said, 



(...and two sisters in wedlock at the same time, except for what has already passed;) The Ayah 
commands: you are prohibited to take two sisters as rival wives, or rival female-servants, 
except for what had happened to you during the time of Jahiliyyah, which We have forgiven 
and erased. Therefore, no one is allowed to take or keep two sisters as rival wives, according 
to the consensus of the scholars of the Companions, their followers, and the Imams of old and 
present. They all stated that taking two sisters as rival wives is prohibited, and that whoever 
embraces Islam while married to two sisters at the same time is given the choice to keep one 
of them and divorce the other. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ad-Dahhak bin Fayruz said that his 
father said, "I embraced Islam while married to two sisters at the same time and the Prophet 
commanded me to divorce one of them." 



(24. Also (forbidden are) women already married, except those (slaves) whom your right hands 
possess. Thus has Allah ordained for you. All others are lawful, provided you seek them (with a 
dowry) from your property, desiring chastity, not fornication. So with those among them whom 
you have enjoyed, give them their required due, but if you agree mutually (to give more) after 
the requirement (has been determined), there is no sin on you. Surely, Allah is Ever All- 
Knowing, All-Wise.) 



Forbidding Women Already Married, Except for Female Slaves 

Allah said, 



(Also (forbidden are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess.) 
The Ayah means, you are prohibited from marrying women who are already married, 



(except those whom your right hands possess) except those whom you acquire through war, for 
you are allowed such women after making sure they are not pregnant. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "We captured some women from the area of Awtas who were 
already married, and we disliked having sexual relations with them because they already had 
husbands. So, we asked the Prophet about this matter, and this Ayah was revealed, e 



(Also (forbidden are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess). 
Consequently, we had sexual relations with these women." This is the wording collected by At- 
Tirmidhi An-Nasa'i, Ibn Jarir and Muslim in hisSahih. Allah's statement, 



(Thus has Allah ordained for you) means, this prohibition was ordained for you by Allah. 
Therefore, adhere to Allah's Book, do not transgress His set limits, and adhere to His legislation 
and decrees. 



The Permission to Marry All Other Women 

Allah said, 



(All others are lawful) meaning, you are allowed to marry women other than the prohibited 
types mentioned here, as' At a' and others have stated. Allah's statement, 



(provided you seek them (with a dowry) from your property, desiring chastity, not fornication,) 
meaning, you are allowed to use your money to marry up to four wives and for (the purchase 
of) as many female slaves as you like, all through legal means, 



((desiring) chastity, not fornication.) Allah's statement, 



(So with those among them whom you have enjoyed, give them their required due,) means, to 
enjoy them sexually, surrender to them their rightful dowry as compensation. In other Ayat, 
Allah said, 



(And how could you take it (back) while you have gone in unto each other), 



(And give to the women (whom you marry) their dowry with a good heart), and, 



(And it is not lawful for you (men) to take back (from your wives) any of what (dowry) you gave 
them) 



Prohibiting the Mut ah of Marriage 

Mujahid stated that, 



(So with those among them whom you have enjoyed, give them their required due,) was 
revealed about the Mut' ah marriage. A Mut' ah marriage is a marriage that ends upon a 
predeterminied date. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Leader of the Faithful 'AM bin 
Abi Talib said, "The Messenger of Allah prohibited Muf ah marriage and eating the meat of 
domesticated donkeys on the day of Khaybar (battle)." In addition, in his Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that Ar-Rabr bin Sabrah bin Ma' bad Al-Juhani said that his father said that he 
accompanied the Messenger of Allah during the conquest of Makkah, and that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(0 people! I allowed you the Muf ah marriage with women before. Now, Allah has prohibited it 
until the Day of Resurrection. Therefore, anyone who has any women in Muf ah, let him let 
them go, and do not take anything from what you have given them.) Allah's statement, 



(but if you agree mutually (to give more) after the requirement (has been determined), there 
is no sin on you.) is similar to His other statement, 



(And give to the women their dowry with a good heart). The meaning of these Ayat is: If you 
have stipulated a dowry for her, and she later forfeits it, either totally or partially, then this 
bears no harm on you or her in this case. Ibn Jarir said, "Al-Hadrami said that some men would 



designate a certain dowry, but then fall into financial difficulties. Therefore, Allah said that 
there is no harm on you, people, concerning your mutual agreement after the requirement 
(has been determined)." meaning, if she gives up part of the dowry, then you men are allowed 
to accept that. Allah's statement, 



(Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) is suitable here, after Allah mentioned these 
prohibitions. 



(25. And whoever of you have not the means wherewith to wed free believing women, they 
may wed believing girls from among those whom your right hands possess, and Allah has full 
knowledge about your faith, you are one from another. Wed them with the permission of their 
own folk (guardians) and give them their due in a good manner; they should be chaste, not 
fornicators, nor promiscuous. And after they have been taken in wedlock, if they commit 
Fahishah, their punishment is half that for free (unmarried) women. This is for him among you 
who is afraid of being harmed in his religion or in his body; but it is better for you that you 
practice self-restraint, and Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Marrying a Female Slave, if One Cannot Marry a Free Woman 

Allah said, those who do not have, 



(the means), financial capability, 



(Wherewith to wed free believing women) meaning, free faithful, chaste women. 



(They may wed believing girls from among those whom your right hands possess,) meaning, 
they are allowed to wed believing slave girls owned by the believers. 



(and Allah has full knowledge about your faith; you are one from another.) Allah knows the 
true reality and secrets of all things, but you people know only the apparent things. Allah then 
said, 



(Wed them with the permission of their own folk) indicating that the owner is responsible for 
the slave girl, and consequently, she cannot marry without his permission. The owner is also 
responsible for his male slave and they cannot wed without his permission. AHadith states, 



« » 

(Any male slave who marries without permission from his master, is a fornicator.) When the 
owner of the female slave is a female, those who are allowed to give away the free woman in 
marriage, with her permission, become responsible for giving away her female slave in 
marriage, as well. A Hadith statesthat 



» 



« 



(The woman does not give away another woman, or herself in marriage, for only the adulteress 
gives herself away in marriage.) Allah's statement, 



(And give them their due in a good manner;) meaning, pay them their dowry with a good heart, 
and do not keep any of it, belittling the matter due to the fact that they are owned slaves. 
Allah's statement, 



(they should be chaste) means, they are honorable women who do not commit adultery, and 
this is why Allah said, 



(not fornicators) referring to dishonorable women, who do not refrain from illicit sexual 
relations with those who ask. Ibn ' Abbas said that the fornicating women are the whores, who 
do not object to having relations with whomever seeks it, while, 



(nor promiscuous. ) refers to taking boyfriends. Smilar was said by Abu Hurayrah, Mujahid, 
Ash-Sha' bi, Ad-Dahhak, * Ata' Al-Khurasani, Yahya bin Abi Kathir, Muqatil bin Hayyan and As- 
Suddi. 

The Slave Girl's Punishment for Adultery is Half that of a Free 

Unmarried Woman 

Allah said, 



(And after they have been taken in wedlock, if they commit Fahishah, their punishment is half 
of that for free (unmarried) women.) this is about the slave women who got married, as 
indicated by the Ayah; 



(And whoever of you have not the means wherewith to wed free believing women, they may 
wed believing girls from among those whom your right hands possess,) Therefore, since the 
honorable Ayah is about believing slave girls, then, 



(And after they have been taken in wedlock,) refers to when they (believing slave girls) get 
married, as Ibn ' Abbas and others have said. Allah's statement, 



(their punishment is half of that for free (unmarried) women.) indicates that the type of 
punishment prescribed here is the one that can be reduced to half, lashes in this case, not 
stoning to death, and Allah knows best. Allah's statement, 



(This is for him among you who is afraid of being harmed in his religion or in his body;) 
indicates that marrying slave girls, providing one satisfies the required conditions, is for those 
who fear for their chastity and find it hard to be patient and refrain from sex. In this difficult 
circumstance, one is allowed to marry a slave girl. However, it is better to refrain from 
marrying slave girls and to observe patience, for otherwise, the offspring will become slaves to 
the girl's master. Allah said, 



(but it is better for you that you practice self-restraint, and Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



(26. Allah wishes to make clear (what is lawful and what is unlawful) to you, and to show you 
the ways of those before you, and accept your repentance, and Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) 
(27. Allah wishes to accept your repentance, but those who follow their lusts, wish that you 
(believers) should deviate tremendously away (from the right path)) (28. Allah wishes to lighten 
(the burden) for you; and man was created weak. ) Allah explains to the believers what He has 
allowed and prohibited for them in this and other Surahs, 



(And to show you the ways of those before you,) meaning their righteous ways and how to 
adhere to the commandments that He likes and is pleased with. 



(and accept your repentance) from sin and error, 



(and Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) in His commands, decrees, actions and statements. Allah's 
statement, 



(but those who follow their lusts, wish that you (believers) should deviate tremendously away 
from the right path)) indicates that the followers of Shaytan among the Jews, Christians and 
the adulterous, wish that you would take the horrendous path of falsehood instead of the 
truth. 



(Allah wishes to lighten (the burden) for you") His legislation, orders, what He prohibits and 
what He decrees for you. This is why Allah has allowed free men to marry slave girls under 
certain conditions, as Mujahid and others have stated. 



(and man was created weak.) and this is why it is suitable in his case that the commands are 
made easy for him, because of his weakness and feebleness. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Tawus 
said that, 



(and man was created weak), "Concerning women". WakP said, "Man's mind leaves when 
women are involved." 



(29. you who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly except it be a 
trade amongst you, by mutual consent. And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely, 
Allah is Most Merciful to you.) (30. And whoever commitsthat through aggression and injustice, 
We shall cast him into the Fire, and that is easy for Allah.) (31. If you avoid the great sins 
which you are forbidden to do, We shall remit from you your (small) sins, and admit you to a 
Noble Entrance (i.e. Paradise).) 



Prohibiting Unlawfully Earned Money 



Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, prohibits His believing servants from illegally acquiring 
each other's property using various dishonest methods such as Riba, gambling and other wicked 
methodsthat appear to be legal, but Allah knowsthat, in reality, those involved seek to deal in 
interest. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ' Abbas commented on a man who buys a garment, saying 
that if he likes it he will keep it, or he will return it along with an extra Dirham, "This is what 
Allah meant, when He said, o 



(Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly.") Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
' Abbas said, "When Allah sent down, 



(0 you who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly) some Muslims said, 
'Allah has forbidden us from eating up each other's property unjustly, and food is our best 
property. Therefore, none among us is allowed to eat from anyone else's food.' After that Allah 
sent down, 



(There is no restriction on the blind) (until the end of the Ayah). 24:61 .'" Qatadah said 
similarly. Allah's statement, 



(except it be a trade amongst you, by mutual consent.) means, do not revert to illegal ways 
and means to acquire money. However, there is no harm in commercial transactions that 
transpire between the buyer and the seller with mutual consent, so that money is legally 
earned from these transactions. Mujahid said that, 



(except it be a trade amongst you, by mutual consent.) means, "By selling and buying, or giving 
someone a gift." Ibn Jarir recorded this statement. 



The Option to Buy or Sell Before Parting, is Part of ' Mutual 

Consent' in Trading 

Mutual agreement in various transact ions is attained when both parties have the right to uphold 
or dissolve the agreement before they part. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The seller and the buyer retain the (right to change their mind) as long as they have not 
parted.) Al-Bukhari's wording for this Hadith reads, 

» 

« 

(When two men conduct a transaction, they retain their (right to change their mind) as long as 
they have not parted.) 



Forbidding Murder and Suicide 

Allah said, 



(And do not kill yourselves.) by committing Allah's prohibitions, falling into sin and eating up 
each other's property unjustly, 



(Surely, Allah is Most Merciful to you.) in what He commanded you and prohibited you from. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that * Amr bin Al-' As said that when the Prophet sent him for the battle 
of Dhat As-Salasil, "I had a wet dream during a very cold night and feared that if I bathed, I 
would die. 3d I performed Tayammum (with pure earth) and led my company in the Dawn 
prayer. When I went back to the Messenger of Allah , I mentioned what had happened to me 
and he said, 



« » 



(0 ' Amr! Have you led your people in prayer while you were in a state of sexual impurity) I 
said, '0 Messenger of Allah! I had a wet dream on a very cold night and feared that if I bathed I 
would perish, and I remembered Allah's statement, 



(And do not kill yourselves. Surely, Allah is Most Merciful to you). So I performed Tayammum 
and prayed.' The Messenger of Allah smiled and did not say anything." This is the narration 
reported by Abu Dawud. Ibn Marduwyah mentioned this honorable Ayah and then reported that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever kills himself with an iron tool, then his tool will be in his hand and he will keep 
stabbing himself with it in the Fire of Jahannam, forever and ever. Whoever kills himself with 
poison, then his poison will be in his hand and he will keep taking it in the Fire of Jahannam 
forever and ever. Whoever kills himself by throwing himself from a mountain, will keep falling 
in the Fire of Jahannam forever and ever.) This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs. 
Abu Qilabah said that Thabit bin Ad-Dahhak said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Whoever kills himself with an instrument, will be punished with it on the Day of Resurrection.) 
This Hadith was collected by the Group. This iswhy Allah said, 



(And whoever commits that through aggression and injustice, ) meaning, whoever commits 
what Allah has forbidden for him transgression and injustice - while knowing that it is forbidden 
for him, yet he still daresto commit it, 



(We shall cast him into the Fire,). This Ayah carries a stern warning and a truthful promise. 
Therefore, every sane person should beware of it, those who hear the speech with full 
comprehension. 

Minor Sins Will be Pardoned if One Refrains from Major Sins 

Allah said, 



(If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do, We shall remit from you your (small) 
sins,) meaning, if you avoid the major evil deeds that you were prohibited We will forgive you 
the minor evil deeds and will admit you into Paradise. This is why Allah said, 



(and admit you to a Noble Entrance (i.e. Paradise).) There are several Hadithson the subject 
of this honorable Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Salman Al - Far i si said, "The Prophet said to 
me, 'Do you know what the day of Al-Jumu' ah is' I said, ' It is the day during which Allah 
brought together the creation of your father (Adam).' He said, 



» 



« 



(I know what the day of Jumu* ah is. Anyone who takes a bath and cleans himself as much as he 
can and then proceeds for the Friday prayer and remains quiet until the Imam finishes the 
prayer, all his sins in between the present and the next Friday will be forgiven, as long as 
major sins were avoided.)" Al-Bukhari recorded similar wording from Salman Al-Farisi. 



The Seven Destructive Sins 



What are the Seven Destructive 9ns In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Avoid the seven great destructive sins.) The people inquired, '0 Allah's Messenger! What are 
they' He said, 



» 



« 

(To join others in worship along with Allah, to kill the life which Allah has forbidden except for 
a just cause, magic, to consume Riba, to consume an orphan's wealth, to turn away from the 
enemy and flee from the battlefield when the battle begins, and to accuse chaste women, who 
never even think of anything that would tarnish their chastity and are good believers.) Another 
Hadith that mentions False Witness Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "The 
Messenger of Allah mentioned the major sins, or was asked about the major sins. He said, 



« » 

(Associating others with Allah in worship, killing the life, and being undutiful to the parents.) 
He then said, 



« » 



« » 

(Should I tell you about the biggest of the major sins The false statement - or the false 
testimony.)" Shu' bah - one of the narrators of the Hadith - said, "Most likely, in my opinion, he 
said, ' False testimony."' The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith from Shu' bah from Anas. Another 
Hadith In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that ' Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakrah said that his father 
said, "The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Should I inform you about the greatest of the great sins) We said, 'Yes, Allah's Messenger 
He said, 



« » 

(To join others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to one's parents.) He was reclining, 
then he sat up and said; 



« » 

(And I warn you against false testimony and false speech.) and he continued repeating it until 
we wished that he would stop." Another Hadith that mentions killing the Offspring In the Two 
Sahihs, it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "I asked, ' Allah's Messenger! What is 
the greatest sin' (in one narration) the biggest sin ' He said, 



« » 

(To make a rival for Allah while He Alone created you.) I said, ' Then' He said, 

« » 

(To kill your offspring for fear that he might share your food with you. ) I said, ' Then' He said, 

« » 

(To commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.) He then recited, 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah), until, 



(Except those who repent)." Another Hadith from 'Abdullah bin 'Amr Imam Ahmad recorded 
that ' Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The greatest sins are: To join others in worship with Allah, to be undutiful to one's parents- or 
to take a life) Shu' bah was uncertain of which one - (and the false oath). Recorded by Al- 
Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasai. Another Hadith by 'Abdullah bin 'Amr about Causing one's 
Parents to be Cursed ' Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Among the worst of the major sins is for a man to curse his own parents.) They said, "How can 
one curse his own parents" He said, 



» 



« 



(One curses another man's father, and that man curses his father in retaliation, or he curses 
someone's mother and that man curses his mother.) This is the wording of Muslim. At-Tirmidhi 
said, "Sahih." It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Cursing a Muslim is a sin and fighting him is Kufr.) 



(32. And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to excel others. For men 
there is reward for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women there is reward for what 
they have earned, and ask Allah of His bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything.) 



Do Not Wish for the Things Which Allah has Made Some Others to 

Excel In 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Men go to battle, but we 
do not go to battle, and we earn one-half of the inheritance (that men get)." Allah sent down, 



(And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to excel others). At-Tirmidhi 
also recorded this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(For men there is reward for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women there is reward 
for what they have earned,) indicates, according to Ibn Jarir, that each person will earn his 
wages for his works, a reward if his deeds are good, and punishment if his deeds are evil. It was 
also reported that this Ayah is talking about inheritance, indicating the fact that each person 
will get his due share of the inheritance, as Al-Walibi reported from Ibn 'Abbas. Allah then 
directed the servantsto what benefitsthem, 



(and ask Allah of His Bounty. )Therefore, the Ayah states, "Do not wish for what other people 
were endowed with over you, for this is a decision that will come to pass, and wishing does not 
change its decree. However, ask Me of My favor and I will grant it to you, for I Am Most 
Generous and Most Giving." Allah then said, 



(Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything.) meaning, Allah knows who deserves this life, 
and so He gives him riches, and whoever deserves poverty, He makes him poor. He also knows 
who deserves the Hereafter, and He directs him to perform the deeds that will help him to be 



sucessful in it, and whoever deserves failure, He prevents him from achieving righteousness 
and what leads to it. Hence, Allah said, m 



(Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything). 



(33. And to everyone, We have appointed Mawali of that left by parents and relatives. To those 
also with whom you have made a pledge (brotherhood), give them their due portion (by wills). 
Truly, Allah is Ever a Witness over all things.) Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Sa* id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, 
Qatadah, Zayd bin Aslam, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan, and others said that Allah's 
statement, 



(And to everyone, We have appointed Mawali) means, "Heirs." Ibn ' Abbas was also reported to 
have said that Mawali refers to relatives. Ibn Jarir commented, "The Arabs call the cousin a 
Mawla." Ibn Jarir continued, "Allah's statement, 



(of that (property) left by parents and relatives.) means, from what he inherited from his 
parents and family members. Therefore, the meaning of the Ayah becomes: 'To all of you, 
people, We appointed relatives (such as children) who will later inherit what you inherited 
from your own parents and relatives." Allah's statement, 



(To those also with whom you have made a pledge (brotherhood), give them their due portion.) 
means, "Those with whom you have a pledge of brotherhood, give them their share of 
inheritance, thus fulfilling the ratified pledges that you gave them. Allah has witnessed all of 
you when you gave these pledges and promises." This practice was followed in the beginning of 
Islam, but was later on abrogated when Muslims were commanded to fulfill the pledges 
(brotherhood) they had already given, but to refrain from making any new pledges after that. 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn " Abbas said, 



(And to everyone, We have appointed Mawali) "meaning, heirs; 



(To those also with whom you have made a pledge (brotherhood)) When the emigrants came to 
Al-Madinah, the emigrant would inherit from the Ansari, while the latter's relatives would not 
inherit from him because of the bond of brotherhood which the Prophet established between 
them (the emigrants and the Ansar). When the verse, 



(And to everyone We have appointed Mawali) was revealed, it cancelled (the pledge of 
brotherhood regarding inheritance)." Then he said, "The verse, 



(To those also with whom you have made a pledge (brotherhood), give them their due portion.) 
remained valid for cases of co-operation and mutual advice, while the matter of inheritance 
was excluded and it became permissible to assign something in one's will to the person who had 
the right of inheriting before." 



(34. Men are the protectors and maintainersof women, because Allah has made one of them to 
excel the other, and because they spend (to support them) from their means. Therefore the 
righteous women are Qanitat, and guard in the husband's absence what Allah orders them to 
guard. As to those women on whose part you see ill conduct, admonish them, and abandon 



them in their beds, and beat them, but if they return to obedience, do not seek a means 
against them. Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.) Allah said, 



(Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,) meaning, the man is responsible for the 
woman, and he is her maintainer, caretaker and leader who disciplines her if she deviates. 



(because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,) meaning, because men excel over 
women and are better than them for certain tasks. This is why prophet hood was exclusive of 
men, as well as other important positions of leadership. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(People who appoint a woman to be their leader, will never achieve success.) Al-Bukhari 
recorded this Hadith. Such isthe case with appointing women asjudgesor on other positions of 
leadership. 



(and because they spend from their means.) meaning the dowry, expenditures and various 
expenses that Allah ordained in His Book and the Sunnah of His Messenger for men to spend on 
women. For these reasons it is suitable that he is appointed her maintainer, just as Allah said, 



(But men have a degree (of responsibility) over them). 

Qualities of the Righteous Wife 

Allah said, 



(Therefore, the righteous) women, 



(are Qanitat), obedient to their husbands, as Ibn ' Abbas and others stated. 



(and guard in the husband's absence) As-Suddi and others said that it means she protects her 
honor and her husband's property when he is absent, and Allah's statement, 



(what Allah orders them to guard.) means, the protected husband is the one whom Allah 
protects. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The best women is she who when you look at her, she pleases you, when you command her she 
obeys you, and when you are absent, she protects her honor and your property.) Then, the 
Messenger of Allah recited the Ayah, 



(Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, ) until its end. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
* Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If the woman prayed her five daily prayers, fasted her month, protected her chastity and 
obeyed her husband, she will be told, 'Enter Paradise from any of its doors you wish.') 



Dealing with the Wife's Ill-Conduct 

Allah said, 



(As to those women on whose part you see ill conduct,) meaning, the woman from whom you 
see ill conduct with her husband, such as when she acts as if she is above her husband, 
disobeys him, ignores him, dislikes him, and so forth. When these signs appear in a woman, her 
husband should advise her and remind her of Allah's torment if she disobeys him. Indeed, Allah 
ordered the wife to obey her husband and prohibited her from disobeying him, because of the 
enormity of his rights and all that he does for her. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(If I were to command anyone to prostrate before anyone, I would have commanded the wife 
to prostrate before her husband, because of the enormity of his right upon her.) Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 



(If the man asks his wife to come to his bed and she declines, the angels will keep cursing her 
until the morning.) Muslim recorded it with the wording, 



» 

« 

(If the wife goes to sleep while ignoring her husband's bed, the angels will keep cursing her 
until the morning.) This is why Allah said, 



(As to those women on whose part you see ill conduct, admonish them (first)). Allah's 
statement, 



(abandon them in their beds,) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said "The 
abandonment refers to not having intercourse with her, to lie on her bed with his back to her." 
Several others said similarly. As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, ' Ikrimah, and Ibn 'Abbas, in another 
narration, added, "Not to speak with her or talk to her." The Sunan and Musnad compilers 
recorded that Mu' awiyah bin Haydah Al-Qushayri said, "0 Allah's Messenger! What is the right 
that the wife of one of us has on him" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(To feed her when you eat, cloth her when you buy clothes for yourself, refrain from striking 
her face or cursing her, and to not abandon her, except in the house.) Allah's statement, 



(beat them) means, if advice and ignoring her in the bed do not produce the desired results, 
you are allowed to discipline the wife, without severe beating. Muslim recorded that Jabir said 
that during the Farewell Hajj, the Prophet said; 



» 



« 



(Fear Allah regarding women, for they are your assistants. You have the right on them that 
they do not allow any person whom you dislike to step on your mat. However, if they do that, 
you are allowed to discipline them lightly. They have a right on you that you provide them with 



their provision and clothes, in a reasonable manner.) Ibn 'Abbas and several others said that 
the Ayah refers to a beating that is not violent. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that it means, a beating 
that is not severe. 



When the Wife Obeys Her Husband, Means of Annoyance Against 

Her are Prohibited 

Allah said, 



(but if they return to obedience, seek not against them means (of annoyance),) meaning, when 
the wife obeys her husband in all that Allah has allowed, then no means of annoyance from the 
husband are allowed against his wife. Therefore, in this case, the husband does not have the 
right to beat her or shun her bed. Allah's statement, 



(Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.) reminds men that if they transgress against their 
wives without justification, then Allah, the Ever Most High, Most Great, istheir Protector, and 
He will exert revenge on those who transgress against their wives and deal with them unjustly. 



(35. If you fear a breach between the two, appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family and 
the other from her's; if they both wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed 
Allah is Ever All-Knower, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) 



Appointing Two Arbitrators When the Possibility of Estrangement 
Between Husband and Wife Occurs 

Allah first mentioned the case of rebellion on the part of the wife. He then mentioned the case 
of estrangement and alienation between the two spouses. Allah said, 



(If you fear a breach between the two, appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family). The 
Fuqaha' (scholars of Fiqh) say that when estrangement occurs between the husband and wife, 
the judge refers them to a trusted person who examines their case in order to stop any wrongs 
commited between them. If the matter continues or worsens, the judge sends a trustworthy 
person from the woman's family and a trustworthy person from the man's family to meet with 
them and examine their case to determine whether it is best for them to part or to remain 
together. Allah gives preference to staying together, and this is why Allah said, 



(if they both wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah commands that a righteous man from the husband's side of the 
family and the wife's side of the family are appointed, so that they find out who among the 
spouses is in the wrong. If the man is in the wrong, they prevent him from his wife, and he pays 
some restitution. If the wife is in the wrong, she remains with her husband, and he does not 
pay any restitution. If the arbitrators decide that the marriage should remain intact or be 
dissolved, then their decision is upheld. If they decide that the marriage remains intact, but 
one of the spouses disagrees while the other agrees, and one of them dies, then the one who 
agreed inherits from the other, while the spouse who did not agree does not inherit from the 
spouse who agreed." This was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. Shaykh Abu ' Umar bin 
" Abdul-Barr said, "The scholars agree that when the two arbitrators disagree, then the opinion 
that dissolves the marriage will not be adopted. They also agree that the decision of the 
arbitrators is binding, even if the two spouses did not appoint them as agents. This is the case 
if it is decided that they should stay together, but they disagree whether it is binding or not 
when they decide for separation." Then he mentioned that the majority holds the view that the 
decision is still binding, even if they did not appoint them to make any decision. 



(36. Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and do good to parents, kinsfolk, 
orphans, the poor, the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the 



companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands 
possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful.) 

The Order to Worship Allah Alone and to Be Dutiful to Parents 

Allah orders that He be worshipped Alone without partners, because He Alone is the Creator 
and Sustainer Who sends His favors and bounties on His creation in all situations and instances. 
Therefore He deserves to be singled out, without associating anything or anyone from His 
creation with Him in worship. Indeed, the Prophet said to Mu' adh, 



« » 

(Do you know what Allah's right on His servants is) Mf adh replied, "Allah and His Messenger 
know better." He said, 



« » 

(That they should worship Him and should not worship any others with Him.) The Prophet then 
said, 



» 
« 



(Do you know what the right of the servants on Allah is if they do this He should not punish 
them.) Allah then commands the servants to be dutiful to their parents, for Allah made parents 
the reason for the servants to come to existence, after they did not exist. Allah joins the order 
to worship Him with being dutiful to parents in many places. For example, He said, 



(give thanks to Me and to your parents), and, 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your 
parents). After Allah ordained being dutiful to parents, He ordained kind treatment of 
relatives, males and females. AHadith states, 



» 



« 



(Charity given to the poor is Sadaqah, while charity given to relatives is both Sadaqah and Slah 
(keeping the relations).) Allah then said, 



(orphans), because they lost their caretakers who would spend on them. So Allah commands 
that the orphans be treated with kindness and compassion. Allah then said, 



(Al-Masakin (the poor)) who have various needs and cannot find what sustains these needs. 
Therefore, Allah commands they should be helped in acquiring their needs in a sufficient 
manner that will end their inadequacy. We will further elaborate on the matter of the 
destitute and the poor in Surah Bara'h (9:60). 

The Right of the Neighbor 

Allah said, 



(the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger) ' AM bin Abi Talhah said that 
Ibn " Abbas said that, 



(the neighbor who is near of kin) means, "The neighbor who is also a relative", while, 



(The neighbor who is a stranger) means, "Who is not a relative." It was also reported that 
x Ikrimah, Mujahid, Maymun bin Mihran, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, Muqatil bin Hayyan and 
Qatadah said similarly. Mujahid was also reported to have said that Allah's statement, 



(the neighbor who is a stranger) means, "The companion during travel." There are many Hadiths 
that command kind treatment to the neighbors, and we will mention some of them here with 
Allah's help. The First Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Jibril kept reminding of the neighbor's right, until I thought that he was going to give him a 
share of the inheritance.) The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. The Second Hadith Imam 
Ahmad recorded that * Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Jibril kept reminding me of the neighbor's right, until I thought he was going to appoint a 
share of the inheritance for him.) Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith, which At- 
Tirmidhi said was "Hasan Gharib through this route." The Third Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded 
that " Abdullah bin ' Amr bin AI-' As said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The best companions according to Allah are those who are the best with their friends, and the 
best neighbors according to Allah are the best with their neighbors.) At-Tirmidhi recorded this 
Hadith and said, "Hasan Gharib". The Fourth Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdad bin 
Al-Aswad said that the Messenger of Allah asked his Companions, 



« » 



(What do you say about adultery) They said, "It is prohibited, for Allah and His Messenger have 
prohibited it. So it is forbidden until the Day of Resurrection." The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 



(For a man to commit adultery with his neighbor's wife is worse than if he commits adultery 
with ten women.) He then said, 



« » 



(What do you say about theft) They said, "It is prohibited, for Allah and His Messenger 
prohibited it." He said, 



» 

« 

(If a man steals from his neighbor, it is worse for him than stealing from ten homes.) Only 
Ahmad recorded this Hadith. A similar Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs, Ibn Mas' ud said, "I 
asked, ' Allah's Messenger! What isthe greatest sin' He said, 

« » 

(To make a rival for Allah while He Alone created you.) I said, ' Then' He said, 

« » 

(To kill your offspring for fear that he might share your food with you.) I said, 'Then' He said, 



« » 



(To commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.)" The Fifth Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded that 
' A'ishah asked the Messenger of Allah, "I have two neighbors, so whom among them should I 
give my gift" He said, 



« » 



(The neighbor whose door is the closest to you.) Al-Bukhari narrated this Hadith We will 
elaborate on this subject in the Tafsir of Surah Bara'h, Allah willing and upon Him we depend. 



Being Kind to Slaves and Servants 

Allah said, 



(and those (slaves) whom your right hands possess,) this is an order to be kind to them because 
they are weak, being held as captives by others. An authentic Hadith records that during the 
illness that preceded hisdeath, the Messenger of Allah continued advising hisUmmah: 



« » 

((Protect) the prayer, (protect) the prayer, and (those slaves) whom your hands possess.) He 

was repeating it until his tongue was still. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdam bin 
Ma' dykarib said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(What you feed yourself is a Sadaqah (charity) for you, what you feed your children is Sadaqah 
for you, what you feed your wife is Sadaqah for you and what you feed your servant is Sadaqah 
for you.) An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith which has an authentic chain of narration, all the 
thanks are due to Allah. ' Abdullah bin ' Amr said to a caretaker of his, "Did you give the slaves 
their food yet" He said, "No." Ibn ' Amr said, "Go and give it to them, for the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(It is enough sin for someone to prevent whomever he is responsible for from getting their 
food. )" Muslim recorded this Hadith. Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(The slave has the right to have food, clothing and to only be required to perform what he can 
bear of work.) Muslim also recorded this Hadith. Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(When your servant brings meals to one of you, if he does not let him sit and share the meal, 
then he should at least give him a mouthful or two mouthfulsof that meal or a meal or two, for 
he has prepared it.) This isthe wording collected by Al-Bukhari. 

Allah Does Not Like the Arrogant 

Allah said, 



(Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful.) meaning, one who is proud and 
arrogant, insolent and boasts to others. He thinks that he is better than other people, thus 
thinking high of himself, even though he is insignificant to Allah and hated by people. Mujahid 
said that Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud) means arrogant, while, 



(boastful) means boasting about what he has, while he does not thank Allah. This Ayah 
indicates that such a person boasts with people about the bounty that Allah has given him, but 
he is actually ungrateful to Allah for this bounty. Ibn Jarir recorded that 'Abdullah bin Waqid 
Abu Raja' Al-Harawi said, "You will find that those who are mean are also proud and boasting. 
He then recited, 



(and those (slaves) whom your right hands possess,) You will find that he who is undutiful (to 
parents) is also arrogant, and deprived. He then recited, 



(And dutiful to my mother, and made me not arrogant, deprived.) Once a man asked the 
Prophet, "0 Messenger of Allah, advise me.' The Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(Avoid lengthening the dress (below the ankles), for this practice is from arrogance. Verily, 
Allah does not like arrogance.)" 



(37. Those who are stingy and encourage people to be stingy and hide what Allah has bestowed 
upon them of His bounties. And We have prepared for the disbelievers a disgraceful torment.) 
(38. And (also) those who spend of their wealth to be seen of men, and believe not in Allah and 
the Last Day, and whoever takes Shaytan as an intimate; then what a dreadful intimate he 
has!) (39. And what loss have they if they had believed in Allah and in the Last Day, and they 
spend out of what Allah has given them for sustenamce And Allah is Ever All-Knower of them.) 



The Censure of Stingy Behavior 

Allah chastises the stingy behavior of those who refuse to spend their money for what Allah 
ordered them, such as being kind to parents and compassionate to relatives, orphans, the poor, 
the relative who is also a neighbor, the companion during travel, the needy wayfarer, the 
slaves and servants. Such people do not give Allah's right from their wealth, and they assist in 
the spread of stingy behavior. The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(What disease is more serious than being stingy) He also said, 



» 



« 



(Beware of being stingy, for it destroyed those who were before you, as it encouraged them to 
cut their relations and they did, and it encouraged them to commit sin and they did.) Allah 
said, 



(and hide what Allah has bestowed upon them of His bounties,) Therefore, the miser is 
ungrateful for Allah's favor, for its effect does not appear on him, whether in his food, clothes 
or what he gives. Similarly, Allah said, 



(Verily, man is ungrateful to his Lord. And to that he bears witness.) by his manners and 
conduct, 



(And verily, he isviolent in the love of wealth.) Allah said, 



(and hide what Allah has bestowed upon them of His bounties) and this is why He threatened 
them, 



(And We have prepared for the disbelievers a disgraceful torment.) Kufr means to cover 
something. Therefore, the Bakhil (miser) covers the favors that Allah has blessed him with, 
meaning he does not spread those favors. So he is described by the term Kafir (ungrateful) 
regarding the favorsthat Allah granted him. A Hadith states that, 



» 



« 



(When Allah grants a servant a favor, Helikesthat its effect appears on him.) Some of the Salaf 
stated that this Ayah 4:37 is describing the Jews who hid the knowledge they had about the 
description of Muhammad, and there is no doubt that the general meaning of the Ayah includes 
this. The apparent wording for this Ayah indicates that it is talking about being stingy with 
money, even though miserly conduct with knowledge is also included. The Ayah talks about 
spending on relatives and the weak, just as the Ayah after it, 



(And (also) those who spend of their wealth to be seen of men, ) Allah first mentions the 
punished misers who do not spend, then He mentions those who spend to show off to gain the 
reputation that they are generous, not for the Face of Allah. A Hadith states that the first 
three persons on whom the fire will feed are a scholar, a fighter and a spender who shows off 
with their actions. For instance, 



» 



« : 

(The wealthy will say, "I did not leave any area that You like to be spent on, but I spent on it in 
Your cause." Allah will say, "You lie, you only did that so that it is said, ' He is generous.' And it 
was said...") meaning you acquired your reward in the life, and this is indeed what you sought 
with your action. This is why Allah said, 



(and believe not in Allah and the Last Day,) meaning, it is Shaytan who lured them to commit 
this evil action, instead of performing the good deed as it should be performed. Shaytan 
encouraged, excited and lured them by making the evil appear good, 



(And whoever takes Shaytan as an intimate; then what a dreadful intimate he has!) Allah then 
said, 



(And what loss have they if they had believed in Allah and in the Last Day, and they spend out 
of what Allah has given them for sustenance) This Ayah means, what harm would it cause them 
if they believe in Allah, go on the righteous path, replace showing off with sincerity, have faith 
in Allah, and await His promise in the Hereafter, for those who do good and spend what He has 
given them on what He likes and is pleased with. Allah's statement: 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knower of them.) means, He has perfect knowledge of their intentions, 
whether good or evil. Indeed, Allah knows those who deserve success, and He grants them 
success and guidance, directing them to perform righteous actions that will earn them His 
pleasure. He also knows those who deserve failure and expulsion from His great mercy, which 
amounts to utter failure in this life and the Hereafter for them, we seek refuge in Allah from 
this evil end. 



(40. Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good 
(done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) (41 . How (will it be) then, when We 
bring from each nation a witness and We bring you (0 Muhammad) as a witness against these 
people) (42. On that day those who disbelieved and disobeyed the Messenger will wish that 
they were buried in the earth, but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah.) 



Allah Wrongs Not Even the Weight of a Speck of Dust 

Allah states that He does not treat any of His servants with injustice on the Day of 
Resurrection, be it the weight of a mustard seed or a speck of dust. Rather, Allah shall reward 
them for this action and multiply it, if it were a good deed. For instance, Allah said, 



(And We shall set up balances of justice) Allah said that Luqman said, 



(0 my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, 
or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth). Allah said, 



(That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they may be shown their deeds. 3d 
whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever does 
evil equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it.) The Two Sahihs recorded the long 
Hadith about the intercession that Abu Sa id Al-Khudri narrated, and in which the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah then says, "Go back, and take out of the Fire everyone in whose heart you find the 
weight of a mustard seed of faith") In another narration, Allah says, 



» 

« 

("Whosoever had the least, least, least speck of faith, take him out of the Fire," and they will 
take out many people.) Abu Sa' id then said, "Read, if you will, 



(Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust)." 

Will Punishment be Diminished for the Disbelievers 

Sa' id bin Jubayr commented about Allah's statement, 



(but if there is any good (done), He doubles it,) "As for the disbeliever, his punishment will be 
lessened for him on the Day of Resurrection, but he will never depart the Fire." He used as 
evidence the authentic Hadith in which Al-' Abbas said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Your uncle Abu 
Talib used to protect and support you, did you benefit him at all" The Messenger said, 



» 

« 

(Yes. He is in a shallow area in Hell-fire, and were it not for me, he would have been in the 
deepest depths of the Fire.) However, this Hadith only applies to Abu Talib, not the rest of the 



disbelievers. To support this, we mention what Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded in his Musnad 
that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah does not wrong the faithful even concerning one good action, for he will be rewarded for 
it by provision in this life and awarded for it in the Hereafter. As for the disbeliever, he will be 
provided provision in this life for his good action, and on the Day of Resurrection, he will not 
have any good deed.) 



What Does ' Great Reward' Mean 

Abu Hurayrah, x Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that Allah's 
statement, 



(and gives from Him a great reward.) refers to Paradise. We ask Allah for His pleasure and 
Paradise. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu ' Uthman An-Nahdi said, "No other person 
accompanied Abu Hurayrah more than I. One year, he went to Hajj before me, and I found the 
people of Al -Basrah saying that he narrated that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(Allah rewards the good deed with a million deeds.) 3d I said, 'Woe to you! No person 
accompanied Abu Hurayrah more than I, and I never heard him narrate this Hadith!' When I 
wanted to meet him, I found that he had left for Hajj so I followed him to Hajj to ask him 
about this Hadith." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this Hadith using another chain of narration 
leading to Abu ' Uthman. In this narration, Abu " Uthman said, "I said, ' Abu Hurayrah! I heard 
my brethren in Al-Basrah claim that you narrated that you heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 



(Allah rewards the good deed with a million deeds.) Abu Hurayrah said, " By Allah! I heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(Allah rewardsthe good deed with two million deeds.) He then recited this Ayah, 



(But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world as compared to the Hereafter)." 



Our Prophet will be a Witness Against, or For hisUmmah on the Day 
of Resurrection, When the Disbelievers Will Wish for Death 

Allah said, 



(How (will it be) then, when We bring from each nation a witness and We bring you (O 
Muhammad) as a witness against these people) Allah describes the horrors, hardships and 
difficulties of the Day of Resurrection, saying, how would it be on that Day when there will be 
a witness from every nation, meaning the Prophets, just as Allah said; 



(And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord, and the Book will be placed (open); and the 
Prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward), and, 



(And (remember) the Day when We shall raise up from every nation a witness against them 
from amongst themselves). Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said to me, ' Recite to me.' I said, '0 Messenger of Allah! Should I recite 
(the Qur'an) to you, while it was revealed to you' He said, 'Yes, for I like to hear it from other 
people.' I recited Surat An-Nisa' until I reached this Ayah, 



(How (will it be) then, when We bring from each nation a witness and We bring you (0 
Muhammad) as a witness against these people) He then said, ' 9 op now.' I found that his eyes 
were tearful." Allah's statement, 



(On that day those who disbelieved and disobeyed the Messenger will wish that they were 
buried in the earth, but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah.) means, they 
will wish that the earth would open up and swallow them because of the horror of the 
gathering place and the disgrace, dishonor and humiliation they will suffer on that Day. This is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(The Day when man will see that (the deeds) which his hands have sent forth) Allah then said, 



(but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah.) indicating that they will admit to 
everything they did and will not hide any of it. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said, "A man came to Ibn 'Abbas and said to him, 'There are things that confuse me in the 
Qur'an.' Ibn 'Abbas said, 'What things do you have doubts about in the Qur'an' He said, ' Not 
doubts, but rather confusing things.' Ibn 'Abbas said, 'Tell me what caused you confusion.' He 
said, ' I hear Allah's statement, 



(There will then be no test for them but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who 
joined others in worship with Allah.") but He also says, 



(but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah.) They have indeed hid something. 
Ibn ' Abbas said, 'As for Allah's statement, 



(There will then be no test for them but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who 
joined others in worship with Allah."), when they see that on the Day of Resurrection that Allah 
does not forgive, except for the people of Islam, and that He forgives the sins, no matter how 
big they are, except Shirk, then the Mushriks will lie. They will say, 



("By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in worship with Allah."), hoping that 
Allah will forgive them. However, Allah will then seal their mouths, and their hands and feet 
will disclose what they used to do. Then, 



(those who disbelieved and disobeyed the Messenger will wish that they were buried in the 
earth, but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah. )"' 



(43. you who believe! Do not approach Salah while you are in a druken state until you know 
what you are saying, nor while Junub (sexually impure), except while passing through, until you 
bathe (your entire body), and if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes from the 
Gha'it (toilet), or from Lamastum (touching) women, but you do not find water, then perform 
Tayammum with clean earth, rubbing your faces and hands. Truly, Allah is Ever Oft-Pardoning, 
Oft -Forgiving.) 



The Prohibition of Approaching Prayer When Drunk or Junub 

Allah forbade His believing servants from praying while drunk, for one does not know the 
meaning of what he is saying in that state, and He forbade them from attending the Masjids 
while sexually impure, except when one is just passing through the Masjid from one door to 
another. This Ayah was revealed before alcohol consumption was completely prohibited, as 
evident by the Hadith that we mentioned in Surat Al-Baqarah when we explained Allah's 
statement, 



(They ask you about alcoholic drink and gambling). In that Hadith, the Messenger of Allah 
recited this Ayah to " Umar, who said, "0 Allah! Explain the ruling about Khamr (intoxicants) for 
us in a plain manner." When this Ayah 4:43 was revealed, the Prophet recited it to ' Umar, 
who still said, "0 Allah! Explain the ruling about Khamr (intoxicants) for us in a plain manner." 
After that, they would not drink alcohol close to the time of prayer. When Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! alcoholic drinks, gambling, Al-Ansab, and Al-Azlam are an abomination of 
Shayatan's handiwork. Sb avoid that in order that you may be successful. ) 5:90 , until, 



(So, will you not then abstain) 5:91 was revealed, ' Umar said, "We abstain, we abstain." In 
another narration, when the Ayah in Surat An-Nisa' was revealed, 



(Oyou who believe! Do not approach Salah while you are in a druken state until you know what 
you are saying,) at the time of prayer, the Messenger of Allah would have someone proclaim; 
"Let not any drunk approach the prayer." This isthe wording collected by Abu Dawud. 



Causes of Its Revelation 

Ibn Abi Hatim has recorded some reports about the incident of its revelation: Sa' d said, "Four 
Ayat were revealed concerning me. A man from the Ansar once made some food and invited 
some Muhajirin and Ansar men to it, and we ate and drank until we became intoxicated. We 
then boasted about our status." Then a man held a camel's bone and injured Sa' d's nose, which 
was scarred ever since. This occurred before Al-Khamr was prohibited, and Allah later 
revealed, 



(0 you who believe! Approach not AsSalat (the prayer) when you are in a drunken state). 
Muslim recorded this Hadith, and the collectors of the Sunan recorded it, with the exception of 
Ibn Majah. Another Reason Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that A.I i bin Abi Talib said, "Abdur-Rahman 
bin ' Awf made some food to which he invited us and served some alcohol to drink. When we 
became intoxicated, and the time for prayer came, they asked someone to lead us in prayer. 
He recited " Say, " disbelievers! I do not worship that which you worship, but we worship that 
which you worship refer to the correct wording of the Surah: 109 .'" Allah then revealed, 



(0 you who believe! Do not approach Salah when you are in a drunken state until you know 
what you are saying). " This isthe narration collected by Ibn Abi Hatim and At-Tirmidhi, who 
said "Hasan Gharib Sahih." Allah's statement, 



(until you know what you are saying) is the best description for when one is intoxicated, that 
is, when he does not know the meaning of what he is saying. When a person is drunk, he makes 
obvious mistakes in the recitation and will not be able to be humble during the prayer. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If one feels sleepy while he is praying, let him sleep for a while so that he knows the meaning 
of what he is saying.) This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and An-Nasa'i. In some of the 
narrations of this Hadith, the Messenger said, 



« » 

(...For he might want to ask for forgiveness, but instead curses himself!) Allah said, 



(nor while Junub (sexually impure), except while passing through, until you bathe (your entire 
body),) Ibn Abi Hat im recorded that Ibn " Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(nor while Junub (sexually impure), except while passing through, until you bathe (your entire 
body,) means, "Do not enter the Masjid when you are Junub, unless you are just passing by, in 
which case, you pass through without sitting down." Ibn Abi Hatim said that similar is reported 
from 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, Anas, Abu 'Ubaydah, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Abu Ad-Duha, ' Ata', 
Mujahid, Masruq, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Zayd bin Aslam, Abu Malik, " Amr bin Dinar, Al-Hakam bin 
" Utaybah, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Yahya bin Sa' id Al-Ansari, Ibn Shihab and Qatadah. Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Yazid bin Abi Habib commented on Allah's statement, 



(nor while Junub (sexually impure), except while passing through,) when some men from the 
Ansar, whose doors literally opened into the Masjid, were sexually impure, and they did not 
have water, their only way to get water wasto passthrough the Masjid. 3d, Allah sent down, 



(nor while Junub (sexually impure), except while passing through,)." What supports this 
statement by Yazid bin Abi Habib, may Allah have mercy upon him, is Al-Bukhari's report in his 
Sahih, that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Close all the small doors in this Masjid, except that of Abu Bakr.) This is what the Prophet 
commanded at the end of his life, knowing that Abu Bakr will be the Khalifah after him, and 
that he would need to enter the Masjid on numerous occasions to manage the important affairs 
of the Muslims. Yet, the Messenger of Allah commanded that all the small doors that open into 
the Masjid be closed, except Abu Bakr's door. Some of the Sunan compilers recorded the 
Prophet saying that only " Ali's door should remain open, but this is an error, what is in the 
Sahih is what is correct. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that * Aishah said, "The Messenger of 
Allah said to me, 



« » 

(Bring me the garment from the Masjid.) I said, ' I am having my period.' He said, 

« » 

(Your period is not in your hand.) Muslim also collected a similar narration from Abu Hurayrah. 
This Hadith indicates that the woman is allowed to pass through the Masjid during menses or 
post-natal bleeding, and Allah knows best. 

Description of Tayammum 

Allah said, 



(and if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes from the Gha'it (toilet), or from 
Lamastum (touching) women, but you do not find water, then perform Tayammum with clean 
earth, rubbing your face and hands. Truly, Allah is Ever Oft-Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving.) As for 
the type of illness which would allow Tayammum, it is an illness that one fears would be 
aggravated by using water, which could be detrimental to a part of the body, or when doing so 
would prolong an illness. Some scholars said that any type of illness warrants Tayammum, 
because of the general indications of the Ayah. As for travelling on a journey, it is known, 
regardless of its length. Allah then said, 



(or comes from the Gha'it). The Gha'it is, literally, the flat land, and this part of the Ayah 
refersto the minor impurity. Allah then said, 



(or you Lamastum women), which was recited Lamastum and Lamastum, referring to sexual 
intercourse. For instance, Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if you divorce them before you have touched them, and you have appointed unto them 
the dowry, then pay half of that) 2:237 , and, 



(0 you who believe! When you marry believing women, and then divorce them before you have 
touched them, no ' Iddah (period of waiting) have you to count in respect of them) 33:49 . Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(or Lamastum women) refers to sexual intercourse. It was reported that ' Ali, Ubayy bin Ka' b, 
Mujahid, Tawus, Al-Hasan, ' Ubayd bin x Umayr, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ash-Sha' bi, Qatadah and 
Muqatil bin Hayyan said similarly. Allah said, 



(but you do not find water, them perform Tayammum with clean earth,) In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded that " Imran bin Husayn said, 



» 



« 



« » 

(Allah's Messenger saw a person sitting away from the people and not praying with them. He 
asked him, '0 so-and-so! What prevented you from offering the prayer with the people, are 
not you Muslim' He replied, 'Yes, Allah's Messenger! I am Junub and there is no water.' The 
Prophet said, " Perform Tayammum with clean earth and that will be sufficient for you.') The 
linguistic meaning of Tayammum is to intend, as Arabs say, "May Allah Tayammamaka (direct at 
you) His care." 'Clean earth' means dust. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Hudhayfah bin Al- 
Yaman said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(We were given preference over people in three things. Our lines (in prayer) were arranged in 
rows to resemble the rows of the angels, all of the earth was made a Masjid for us, and its dust 
was made clean for us when there is no water.) The Messenger mentioned the favor of making 
dust a purifyer for us, and if there were any other substance to replace it for Tayammum, he 
would have mentioned it. Imam Ahmad and the collectors of Sunan, with the exception of Ibn 
Majah, recorded that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Clean earth is pure for the Muslim, even if he does not find water for ten years. When he finds 
water, let him use it for his skin, for this is better.) At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". Allah's 
statement, 



(rubbing your faces and hands (Tayammum)) indicates that Tayammum is a substitute for 
normal ablution, not that it involves cleaning the parts that normal ablution does. Therefore, it 
is sufficient in Tayammum to just wipe the face and hands, as the consensus concurs. The face 
and hands are wiped with one strike on the sand in this case, as Imam Ahmad recorded that 
" Abdur-Rahman bin Abza said that a man came to ' Umar and asked him, "I am Junub, but there 
is no water." ' Umar said, "Then, do not pray." ' Ammar said, "Do you not remember, O Leader 
of the Faithful! You and I were on a military expedition when we became Junub and did not 
find water. You did not pray, but I rolled myself in the sand and then prayed. When we went 
back to the Prophet, we mentioned to him what had happened. He said to me, S 



« » 



(This would have been sufficient for you), and the Prophet stroked his hand on the earth once, 
blew into it and wiped his face and hands." The Muslim Ummah, rather than all other nations, 
was favored with the allowance of Tayammum. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Jabir bin 
" Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



» 



« 

(I have been given five things which were not given to any (Prophet) before me: Allah made me 
victorious with fright that covers a month's distance. The earth has been made for me (and for 
my followers) a place for praying and an object to perform purification with. Therefore let my 
followers pray wherever the time of a prayer is due - and in another narration - he will have his 
means of purity and hisMasjid. The spoils of war have been made lawful for me and it was not 
made so for anyone else before me. I have been given the right of intercession (on the Day of 
Resurrection.) Every Prophet used to be sent to his nation exclusively, but I have been sent to 
all mankind.) We also mentioned the Hadith of Hudhayfah that Muslim recorded; 



» 



« 



(We were preferred with three things over people. Our lines (in prayer) were arranged in rows 
to resemble the rows of the angels, all of the earth was made a Masjid for us, and its dust was 
made clean for us when there is no water.) Allah said in this Ayah, 



(rubbing your faces and hands. Truly, Allah is Ever Oft -Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving.) meaning, a 
part of His pardoning and forgiving is that He allows you to use Tayammum and to pray after 
using it when there is no water, to make things easy for you. This Ayah sanctifies the position 
of the prayer, it being too sacred than to be performed in a defecient manner, like in a state 
of drunkenness, until one becomes aware of what he is saying, or sexually impure, until he 
bathes (Ghusl), or after answering the call of nature, until he performs ablution. There are 
exceptions when one is ill or when there is no water. In this case, Allah allows us to use 
Tayammum, out of His mercy and kindness for His servants, and to facilitate them, all praise is 
due to Allah. 

The Reason behind allowing Tayammum 

Al-Bukhari recorded that * Aishah said, "We set out with Allah's Messenger on one of his 
journeys until we reached Al-Bayda' or Dhat-ul-Jaysh, where a necklace of mine was broken 



(and lost). Allah's Messenger stayed there to search for it, and so did the people along with 
him. There was no water source or any water with them at that place, so the people went to 
Abu Bakr As-Sddiq and said, 'Don't you see what 'A'ishah has done! She has made Allah's 
Messenger and the people stay where there is no source of water and they have no water with 
them.' Abu Bakr came while Allah's Messenger was sleeping with his head on my thigh. He said 
to me, " You have detained Allah's Messenger and the people where there is no source of water 
and they have no water with them.' So he admonished me and said what Allah wished him to 
say and hit me on my flank with his hand. Nothing prevented me from moving (because of pain) 
but the position of Allah's Messenger on my thigh. Allah's Messenger got up when dawn broke 
and there was no water. So Allah revealed the verses of Tayammum, and they all performed 
Tayammum. Usayd bin Hudayr said, 'Othe family of Abu Bakr! This is not the first blessing of 
yours.' Then the camel on which I was riding was moved from its place and the necklace was 
found beneath it." Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith. 



(44. Have you not seen those (the Jews) who were given a portion of the Book, purchasing the 
wrong path, and wishing that you should go astray from the right path.) (45. Allah has full 
knowledge of your enemies, and Allah is sufficient as a Wali (Protector), and Allah is sufficient 
as a Helper.) (46. Among those who are Jews, there are some who displace words from (their) 
right places and say: "We hear your word and disobey," and "Hear and let you hear nothing." 
And Ra' ina with a twist of their tongues and as a mockery of the religion. And if only they had 
said: "We hear and obey", and "Do make us understand," it would have been better for them, 
and more proper; but Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so they believe not except a 
few.) 

Chastising the Jews for Choosing Misguidance, Altering Allah's 

Words, and Mocking Islam 



Allah states that the Jews, may Allah's continued curse fall on them until the Day of 
Resurrection, have purchased the wrong path instead of guidance, and ignored what Allah sent 
down to His Messenger Muhammad . They also ignored the knowledge that they inherited from 
previous Prophets, about the description of Muhammad , so that they may have a small amount 
of the delightsof this life. 



(and wishing that you should go astray from the right path.) for they would like that you 
disbelieve in what was sent down to you, believers, and that you abandon the guidance and 
beneficial knowledge that you have. 



(Allah has full knowledge of your enemies) meaning, Allah has better knowledge of your 
enemies, and He warns you against them. 



(and Allah is sufficient as a Wali (Protector), and Allah is Sufficient as a Helper) He is a 
Sufficient Protector for those who seek refuge with Him and a Sufficient Supporter for those 
who seek His help. Allah then said, 



(there are some who displace words from (their) right places) meaning, they intentionally and 
falsely alter the meanings of the Words of Allah and explain them in a different manner than 
what Allah meant, 



(And say: "We hear your word and disobey) saying, "We hear what you say, Muhammad, but 
we do not obey you in it," as Mujahid and Ibn Zayd explained. This is the implied meaning of 
the Ayah, and it demonstrates the Jews' disbelief, stubbornness and disregard for Allah's Book 
after they understood it, all the while aware of the sin and punishment that this behavior will 
earn for them. Allah's statement, 



(And "Hear and let you hear nothing.") means, hear our words, may you never hear anything, as 
Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn 'Abbas. This is the Jews' way of mocking and jesting, may Allah's 
curse descend on them. 



(And Ra' ina, with a twist of their tongues and as a mockery of the religion.) meaning, they 
pretend to say, ' Hear us,' when they say, Ra' ina (an insult in Hebrew, but in Arabic it means 
' Listen to us.').' Yet, their true aim is to curse the Prophet . We mentioned this subject when 
we explained Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! Say not Ra'ina but say Unzurna (make us understand)). Therefore, Allah 
said about them, while they pretend to say other than what they truly mean, 



(With a twist of their tongues and as a mockery of the religion) because of their cursing the 
Prophet . Allah then said, 



(And if only they had said: "We hear and obey", and "Do make us understand," it would have 
been better for them, and more proper; but Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so they 
believe not except a few.) meaning, their hearts are cast away from the path of righteousness 
and therefore, no beneficial part of faith enters it. Earlier, when we explained, 



(so little is that which they believe) which means they do not have beneficial faith. 



(47. you who have been given the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Believe in what We have 
revealed confirming what is with you, before We efface faces and turn them backwards or 
curse them as We cursed the people of the Sabbath. And the commandment of Allah is always 
executed.) (48. Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), 
but He forgives except that to whom He wills; and whoever sets up partners with Allah in 
worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin.) 

Calling the People of the Book to Embrace the Faith, Warning them 

Against Doing Otherwise 

Allah commands the People of the Scriptures to believe in what He has sent down to His 
servant and Messenger, Muhammad , the Glorious Book that conforms to the good news that 
they already have about Muhammad . He also warnsthem, 



(before We efface faces and turn them backwards) AI-'Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
" effacing' here refers to blindness, 



(and turn them backwards) meaning, We put their faces on their backs, and make them walk 
backwards, since their eyes will be in their backs. Smilar was said by Qatadah and ' Atiyah Al- 
x Awfi. This makes the punishment even more severe, and it is a parable that Allah set for 
ignoring the truth, preferring the wrong way and turning away from the plain path for the 
paths of misguidance. Therefore, such people walk backwards. Similarly, some said that Allah's 
statement, 



(Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to the chins, so that their heads are 
raised up. And We have put a barrier before them) that is a parable that Allah gave for their 
deviation and hindrance from guidance. 

Ka' b Al-Ahbar Embraces Islam Upon Hearing this Ayah [4:47] 

It was reported that Ka' b Al-Ahbar became Muslim when he heard this Ayah 4:47 . Ibn Jarir 
recorded that ' Isa bin Al-Mughirah said: We were with Ibrahim when we talked about the time 
when Ka' b became Muslim. He said, * Ka' b became Muslim during the reign of ' Umar, for he 
passed by Al-Madinah intending to visit Jerusalem, and 'Umar said to him, "Embrace Islam, 
Ka' b.' Ka' b said, ' Do you not read in your Book, 



(The likenessof those who were entrusted with the Tawrah...) 62:5 until, 



(Books) I am among those who were entrusted with the Tawrah.' 'Umar left him alone and 
Ka' b went on to Hims (in Syria) and heard one of its inhabitants recite this Ayah while feeling 
sad, 



(0 you who have been given the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Believe in what We have 
revealed confirming what is with you, before We efface faces and turn them backwards). Ka' b 
said, ' I believe, Lord! I embraced Islam, O Lord!' for He feared that this might be struck by 
this threat. He then went back to his family in Yemen and returned with them all as Muslims." 
Allah's statement, 



(or curse them as We cursed the people of the Sabbath.) refers to those who breached the 
sanctity of the Sabbath, using deceit, for the purpose of doing more work. Allah changed these 
people into apes and swine, as we will come to know in the explanation of Surat Al-A' raf (7). 
Allah's statement, 



(And the commandment of Allah is always executed.) means, when He commands something, 
then no one can dispute or resist His command. 



Allah Does not Forgive Shirk, Except After Repenting From it 

Allah said that He, 



(forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship),) meaning, He does not 
forgive a servant if he meets Him while he is associating partners with Him, 



(but He forgives except that) of sins, 



(to whom He wills) of His servants. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah said, "0 My servant! As long as you worship and beg Me, I will forgive you, no matter your 
shortcomings. My servant! If you meet Me with the earth's fill of sin, yet you do not associate 



any partners with Me, I will meet you with its fill of forgiveness.") Only Ahmad recorded this 
Hadith with this chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said, "I came to the 
Messenger of Allah and he said, 



» 



« 



« » 



« » 



« » 

("No servant proclaims/ There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah,' and dies on that 
belief, but will enter Paradise." I said, "Even if he committed adultery and theft" He said, "Even 
if he committed adultery and theft." I asked again, "Even if he committed adultery and theft" 
He said, "Even if he committed adultery and theft." The fourth time, he said, "Even if Abu 
Dharr's nose was put in the dust.") Abu Dharr departed while pulling his Izar and saying, "Even if 
Abu Dharr's nose was put in the dust." Ever since that happened, Abu Dharr used to narrate the 
Hadith and then comment, "Even if Abu Dharr's nose was put in dust." The Two Sahihs recorded 
this Hadith Al-Bazzar recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "We used to refrain from begging (Allah) 
for forgiveness for those who commit major sins until we heard our Prophet reciting, 



(Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives 
except that (anything else) to whom He wills;), and his saying, 



» 



« 



(I have reserved my intercession on the Day of Resurrection for those among my Ummah who 
commit major sins.)" Allah's statement, 



(and whoever sets up partners with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin.) 
is similar to His statement, 



(Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.) In the Two Sahihs, 
it is recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said, "I said, * O Messenger of Allah! Which is the greatest sin' He 
said, 



« » 

(To make a rival with Allah, while He Alone created you.)" 



(49. Have you not seen those who claim sanctity for themselves Nay, but Allah sanctifies whom 
He wills, and they will not be dealt with injustice even equal to the extent of a Fatil.) (50. 
Look, how they invent a lie against Allah, and enough is that as a manifest sin.) (51. Have you 
not seen those who were given a portion of the Ssripture They believe in Jibt and Taghut and 
say to those who disbelieve, "These people are better guided on the way, " than the believers.) 
(52. They are those whom Allah has cursed, and he whom Allah curses, you will not find for him 
(any) helper.) 

Chastising and Cursing the Jews for Claiming Purity for Themselves 

and Believing in Jibt and Taghut 

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "This Ayah, 



(Have you not seen those who claim sanctity for themselves) was revealed about the Jews and 
Christians when they said, 'We are Allah's children and His loved ones.'" Ibn Zayd also said, 
"This Ayah was revealed concerning their statement, 



(We are the children of Allah and His loved ones) and their statement, 



(None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian)." This is why Allah said, 



(Nay, but Allah sanctifies whom He wills,) meaning, the decision in this matter is with Allah 
Alone, because He has perfect knowledge of the true reality and secrets of all things. Allah 
then said, 



(And they will not be dealt with injustice even equal to the extent of a Fatil, ) meaning, He 
does no injustice with anyone's compensation in any part of his reward, even if it was the 
weight of a Fatil. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, ' Ata', Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others among 
the Salaf said that Fatil means, "The scalish thread in the long slit of the date-stone." Allah 
said, 



(Look, how they invent a lie against Allah,) claiming purity for themselves, their claim that 
they are Allah's children and His loved ones, their statement; 



(None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian) their statement; 



(The Fire shall not touch us but for a number of days) and their reliance on the righteous deeds 
of their forefathers. Allah has decreed that the good actions of the fathers do not help the 
children, when He said, 



(That was a nation who has passed away. They shall receive the reward of what they earned 
and you of what you earn). Allah then said, 



(and enough is that as a manifest sin. ) meaning, these lies and fabrications of theirs are 
sufficent. Allah's statement, 



(Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Scripture They believe in Jibt and 
Taghut). Muhammad bin Ishaq said from Hassan bin Fa'id that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "Jibt 
is sorcery and Taghut is the Shaytan." Abu Nasr Isma* il bin Hammad Al-Jawhari, the renowned 
scholar, said in his book As-Shah, "Al-Jibt means idol, soothsayer and sorcerer." Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah was asked about Taghut, and he said, "They are soothsayers 



upon whom the devils descend." Mujahid said "Taghut is a devil in the shape of man, and they 
refer to him for judgment." Imam Malik said, "Taghut is every object that is worshipped instead 
of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." 



Disbelievers Are not Better Guided Than Believers 

Allah said, 



(and say to those who disbelieve, "These people are better guided on the way," than the 
believers.) preferring the disbelievers over Muslims, because of their ignorance, un-religious 
nature and disbelief in Allah's Book which is before them. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that * Ikrimah 
said, "Huyay bin Akhtab and Ka' b bin Al-Ashraf (two Jewish leaders) came to the people of 
Makkah, who said to them, " You (Jews) are people of the Book and knowledge, so judge us and 
Muhammad.' They said, ' Describe yourselves and describe Muhammad.' They said, " We keep 
relation with kith and kin, slaughter camels (for the poor), release the indebted and provide 
water for the pilgrims. As for Muhammad he is without male children, he severed our relations, 
and the thieves who rob pilgrims (the tribe of) Ghifar follow him. So who is better, we or him' 
They said, ' You are more righteous and better guided.' Thereafter, Allah sent down, 



(Have you not seen those who were given a portion)." This story was also reported from Ibn 
* Abbas and several others among the Sal af. Allah's Curse on the Jews This Ayah 4:52 contains 
a curse for the Jews and informsthem that they have no supporter in this life or the Hereafter, 
because they sought the help of the idolators. They uttered this statement in Ayah 4:51 to 
lure the disbelievers into supporting them, and they ultimately gathered their forces for the 
battle of Al-Ahzab, forcing the Prophet and his Companionsto dig a defensive tunnel around Al- 
Madinah. But, Allah saved the Muslims from their evil, 



(And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their rage, they gained no advantage (booty). 
Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting. And Allah is Ever All-Strong, All-Mighty). 



(53. Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even 
a Naqir.) (54. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of His bounty Then, We have 
already given the family of Ibrahim the Book and Al-Hikmah, and conferred upon them a great 
kingdom.) (55. Of them were (some) who believed in it, and of them were (some) who rejected 
it; and enough is Hell for burning (them).) 

The Envy and Miserly Conduct of the Jews 

Allah asked the Jews if they have a share in the dominion. That is merely a statement of 
rebuke, since they do not have any share in the dominion. Allah then described them as misers, 



(Then in that case they would not give mankind even a Naqir.) Meaning, if they had a share in 
the sovereignty and dominion, they would not give anyone anything, especially Muhammad , 
even if it was the speck on the back of a date-stone, which is the meaning of Naqir according 
to Ibn 'Abbas and the majority of the scholars. This Ayah is similar to another of Allah's 
statements, 



(Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord, then you would surely wit hold it 
out of fear of spending it.) meaning, for fear that what you have might end, although there is 
no such possibility here. This only demonstrates their greedy and stingy nature. This is why 
Allah said, 



(And man is ever Qatur) meaning Bakhil (stingy). Allah then said, 



(Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of His Bounty) referring to their envy of 
the Prophet for the great prophethood that Allah entrusted him with. Their envy made them 
reject him, because he was an Arab and not from the Children of Israel. At-Tabarani recorded 
that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(Or do they envy men) means, "We are the worthy people, rather than the rest of the people. 
Allah said, 



(Then, We have already given the family of Ibrahim the Book and Al-Hikmah, and conferred 
upon them a great kingdom.) meaning, We gave the prophethood to the tribes of the Children 
of Israel, who are among the offspring of Ibrahim and sent down the Books to them. These 
Prophets ruled the Jews with the prophetic tradition, and We made kings among them. Yet, 



(Of them were (some) who believed in it;) referring to Allah's favor and bounty (Prophets, 
Books, kingship), 



(and of them were (some) who rejected it) by disbelieving in it, ignoring it, and hindering the 
people from its path, although this bounty was from and for them, the Children of Israel. They 
disputed with their own Prophets; so what about you, Muhammad , especially since you are 
not from the Children of Israel Mujahid said, 



(Of them were (some) who believed in him ,) "Muhammad 



(and of them were (some) who rejected him .)" Therefore, Muhammad, the rejection of you 
because of their disbelief is even more severe and they are even further from the truth that 
you brought them. This is why Allah threatened them, 



(and enough is Hell for burning (them).), meaning, the Fire is a just punishment for them 
because of their disbelief, rebellion and defiance of Allah's Books and Messengers. 



(56. Surely, those who disbelieved in Our Ayat, We shall burn them in Fire. As often as their 
skins are roasted through, We shall change them for other skins that they may taste the 
punishment. Truly, Allah is Ever Most Powerful, All-Wise.) e(57. But those who believe and do 
deeds of righteousness, We shall admit them to Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), 
abiding therein forever. Therein they shall have Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates), and 
We shall admit them to shades, wide and ever deepening.) 



The Punishment of Those Who Disbelieve in Allah's Books and 

Messengers 



Allah describes the torment in the Fire of Jahannam for those who disbelieve in His Ayat and 
hinder from the path of His Messengers. Allah said, 



(Surely, those who disbelieved in Our Ayat ,) meaning, We will place them in the Fire which 
will encompass every part of their bodies. Allah then states that their punishment and torment 
are everlasting, 



(We shall burn them in Fire. As often as their skins are roasted through, We shall change them 
for other skins that they may taste the punishment). Al-A' mash said that Ibn x Umar said, 
"When their skin are burned, they will be given another skin in replacement, and this skin will 
be as white as paper." This was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim, who also recorded that Al-Hasan 
said, 



(As often as their skins are roasted through,) "Their skin will be roasted through, seventy 
thousand times every day." Husayn said; Fudayl added that Hisham said that Al-Hasan also said 
that, 



(As often as their skins are roasted through, ) means, "Whenever the Fire has roasted them 
through and consumed their flesh, they will be told, 'Go back as you were before,' and they 
will." 



The Wealth of the Righteous; Paradise and its Joy 

Allah said, 



(But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, We shall admit them to Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise), abiding therein forever.) describing the destination of the happy 
ones in the gardens of Eden, beneath which rivers flow in all of its areas, spaces and corners, 
wherever they desire and wish. They will reside in it for eternity, and they will not be 
transferred or removed from it, nor would they want to move from it. Allah said, 



(Therein they shall have Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates),) free of menstruation, 
postnatal bleeding, filth, bad manners and shortcomings. Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah means, 
"They are purified of filth and foul things." Similar was said by ' Ata', Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, An- 
Nakha'i, Abu Salih, ' Atiyah, and As-Suddi. Mujahid said that they are, free of urine, 
menstruation, spit, mucous and pregnancies." Allah's statement, 



(And We shall admit them to shades, wide and ever deepening (Paradise).) means, wide, 
extensive, pure and elegant shade. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet 
said, 



» 



« 



(There is a tree in Paradise, that if a rider travels under its shade for a hundred years, he will 
not cross it. It istheTreeof Everlasting Life.) 



(58. Verily, Allah commands that you should render back the trusts to those, to whom they are 
due; and that when you judge between men, you judge with justice. Verily, how excellent is 
the teaching which He (Allah) gives you! Truly, Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Seer.) 



The Command to Return the Trusts to Whomever They Are Due 

Allah commands that the trusts be returned to their rightful owners. Al-Hasan narrated that 
Samurah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Return the trust to those who entrusted you, and do not betray those who betrayed you.) 
Imam Ahmad and the collectors of Sunan recorded this Hadith. This command refers to all 
things that one is expected to look after, such as Allah's rights on His servants: praying, Zakah, 
fasting, penalties for sins, vows and so forth. The command also includes the rights of the 
servants on each other, such as what they entrust each other with, including the cases that are 
not recorded or documented. Allah commands that all types of trusts be fulfillled. Those who 
do not implement this command in this life, it will be extracted from them on the Day of 
Resurrection. It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The rights will be rendered back to those to whom they are due, and even the sheep that does 
not have horns will take revenge from the horned sheep.) Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Jurayj 
said about this Ayah, "It was revealed concerning * Uthman bin Talhah from whom the 
Messenger of Allah took the key of the Kabbah and entered it on the Day of the victory of 
Makkah. When the Prophet went out, he was reciting this Ayah, 



(Verily, Allah commands that you should render back the trusts to those, to whom they are 
due). He then called ' Uthman and gave the key back to him." Ibn Jarir also narrated that 
* Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "When the Messenger of Allah went out of the Ka' bah, he was 
reciting this Ayah, 



(Verily, Allah commands that you should render back the trusts to those, to whom they are 
due). May I sacrifice my father and mother for him, I never heard him recite this Ayah before 
that." It is popular that this isthe reason behind revealing the Ayah (4:58). Yet, the application 



of the Ayah is general, and this is why Ibn " Abbas and Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah said, "This 
Ayah is for the righteous and wicked," meaning it is a command that encompasses everyone. 



The Order to Be Just 

Allah said, 



(and that when you judge between men, you judge with justice.) commanding justice when 
judging between people. Muhammad bin Ka' b, Zayd bin Aslam and Shahr bin Hawshab said; 
"This Ayah was revealed about those in authority", meaning those who judge between people. A 
Hadith states, 



» 

« 

(Allah is with the judge as long as he does not commit injustice, for when he does, Allah will 
make him reliant on himself.) A statement goes, "One day of justice equals forty years of 
worship." Allah said, 



(Verily, how excellent is the teaching which He (Allah) gives you!) meaning, His commands to 
return the trusts to their owners, to judge between people with justice, and all of His 
complete, perfect and great commandments and laws. Allah's statement, 



(Truly, Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Seer.) means, He hears your statements and knows your 
actions. 



(59. O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of you who are in 
authority. If you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you 
believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final determination.) 



The Necessity of Obeying the Rulers in Obedience to Allah 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of you who are in authority.) "Was revealed 
about ' Abdullah bin Hudhafah bin Qays bin ' Adi, who the Messenger of Allah sent on a military 
expedition." This statement was collected by the Group, with the exception of Ibn Majah At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan, Gharib". Imam Ahmad recorded that "AM said, "The Messenger of Allah 
sent a troop under the command of a man from Al-Ansar. When they left, he became angry 
with them for some reason and said to them, ' Has not the Messenger of Allah commanded you 
to obey me' They said, x Yes.' He said, " Collect some wood,' and then he started a fire with the 
wood, saying, ' I command you to enter the fire.' The people almost entered the fire, but a 
young man among them said, " You only ran away from the Fire to Allah's Messenger. Therefore, 
do not rush until you go back to Allah's Messenger, and if he commands you to enter it, then 
enter it.' When they went back to Allah's Messenger , they told him what had happened, and 
the Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Had you entered it, you would never have departed from it. Obedience is only in 
righteousness.)" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Abu Dawud recorded that ' Abdullah 
bin ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The Muslim is required to hear and obey in that which he likes and dislikes, unless he was 
commanded to sin. When he is commanded with sin, then there is no hearing or obeying.) This 
Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said, "We gave our pledge to Allah's 
Messenger to hear and obey (our leaders), while active and otherwise, in times of ease and 
times of difficulty, even if we were deprived of our due shares, and to not dispute this matter 
(leadership) with its rightful people. The Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(Except when you witness clear Kufr about which you have clear proof from Allah.)" This Hadith 
is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Another Hadith narrated by Anas states that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Hear and obey (your leaders), even if an Ethiopian slave whose head is like a raisin, is made 
your chief.) Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith. Umm Al-Husayn said that she heard the Messenger 
of Allah giving a speech during the Farewell Hajj, in which he said; 



» 
« 



(Even if a slave was appointed over you, and he rules you with Allah's Book, then listen to him 
and obey him.) Muslim recorded this Hadith. In another narration with Muslim, the Prophet 
said, 



« » 



(Even if an Ethiopian slave, whose nose was mutilated...) In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah, and whoever disobeys me, disobeys Allah. Whoever obeys my 
commander, obeys me, and whoever disobeys my commander, disobeys me.) This is why Allah 
said, 



(Obey Allah), adhere to His Book, 



(and obey the Messenger), adhere to his Sunnah, 



(And those of you who are in authority) in the obedience to Allah which they command you, not 
what constitutes disobedience of Allah, for there is no obedience to anyone in disobedience to 
Allah, as we mentioned in the authentic Hadith, 



« » 

(Obedience is only in righteousness.) 

The Necessity of Referring to the Qur'an and Sunnah for Judgment 

Allah said, 



((And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger). 
Mujahid and several others among the Salaf said that the Ayah means, "(Refer) to the Book of 
Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger." This is a command from Allah that whatever areas the 
people dispute about, whether major or minor areas of the religion, they are required to refer 
to the Qur'an and Sunnah for judgment concerning these disputes. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah). Therefore, whatever the 
Book and Sunnah decide and testify to the truth of, then it, is the plain truth. What is beyond 
truth, save falsehood This is why Allah said, u 



(if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day.) meaning, refer the disputes and conflicts that 
arise between you to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger for judgment. Allah's 
statement, 



(if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. ) indicates that those who do not refer to the Book 
and Sunnah for judgment in their disputes, are not believers in Allah or the Last Day. Allah 
said, 



(That is better) meaning, referring to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger for 
j udgment in various disputes is better, 



(and more suitable for final determination.) meaning, "Has a better end and destination," as As- 
Suddi and several others have stated while Mujahid said, "Carries a better reward." 



(60. Have you not seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been 
sent down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they wish to go for judgment 
(in their disputes) to the Taghut while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaytan 
wishes to lead them far astray. ) (61. And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has sent 
down and to the Messenger," you see the hypocrites turn away from you with aversion.) (62. 
How then, when a catastrophe befalls them because of what their hands have sent forth, they 
come to you swearing by Allah, "We meant no more than goodwill and conciliation!") (63. They 
(hypocrites) are those of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts; so turn aside from them (do 
not punish them) but admonish them, and speak to them an effective word to reach their inner 
selves.) 

Referring to Other than the Qur'an and Sunnah for Judgment is 
Characteristic of Non- Muslims 

Allah chastises those who claim to believe in what Allah has sent down to His Messenger and to 
the earlier Prophets, yet they refer to other than the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger for judgment in various disputes. It was reported that the reason behind revealing 
this Ayah was that a man from the Ansar and a Jew had a dispute, and the Jew said, "Let us 
refer to Muhammad to judge between us." However, the Muslim man said, "Let us refer to Ka' b 
bin Al-Ashraf (a Jew) to judge between us." It was also reported that the Ayah was revealed 
about some hypocrites who pretended to be Muslims, yet they sought to refer to the judgment 
of Jahiliyyah. Other reasons were also reported behind the revelation of the Ayah. However, 
the Ayah has a general meaning, as it chastises all those who refrain from referring to the 
Qur'an and Sunnah for judgment and prefer the judgment of whatever they chose of falsehood, 
which befitsthe description of Taghut here. This is why Allah said, 



(and they wish to go for judgment to the Taghut) until the end of the Ayah. Allah's statement, 



(turn away from you with aversion) means, they turn away from you in arrogance, just as Allah 
described the polytheists, 



(When it is said to them: "Follow what Allah has sent down." They say: "Nay! We shall follow 
what we found our fathers following.") This is different from the conduct of the faithful 
believers, whom Allah describes as, 



(The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are called to Allah and His Messenger, to 
judge between them, isthat they say: "We hear and we obey.") 



Chastising the Hypocrites 

Chastising the hypocrites, Allah said, 



(How then, when a catastrophe befalls them because of what their hands have sent forth,) 
meaning, how about it if they feel compelled to join you because of disasters that they suffer 
due to their sins, then they will be in need of you. 



(They come to you swearing by Allah, "We meant no more than goodwill and conciliation!") 
apologizing and swearing that they only sought goodwill and reconciliation when they referred 
to other than the Prophet for judgment, not that they believe in such alternative judgment, as 
they claim. Allah describes these people to us further in His statement, 



(And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease (of hypocrisy), they hurry to their 
friendship, saying: "We fear"), until, 



(Then they will become regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in themselves). 
At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Abu Barzah Al-Aslami used to be a soothsayer who 
judged between the Jews in their disputes. When some Muslims came to him to judge between 
them, Allah sent down, 



(Have you not seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent 
down to you, and that which was sent down before you), until, 



("We meant no more than goodwill and conciliation!") Allah then said, 



(They (hypocrites) are those of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts;) These people are 
hypocrites, and Allah knows what is in their hearts and will punish them accordingly, for 
nothing escapes Allah's watch. Consequently, Muhammad! Let Allah be sufficient for you in 
this regard, because He has perfect knowledge of their apparent and hidden affairs. This is why 
Allah said, 



(so turn aside from them (do not punish them)) meaning, do not punish them because of what 
is in their hearts. 



(but admonish them) means, advise them against the hypocrisy and evil that reside in their 
hearts, 



(and speak to them an effective word to reach their inner selves) advise them, between you 
and them, using effective words that might benefit them. 



(64. We sent no Messenger, but to be obeyed by Allah's leave. If they, when they were unjust 
to themselves, had come to you and begged Allah's forgiveness, and the Messenger had begged 
forgiveness for them, indeed, they would have found Allah All -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (65. 
But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you judge in all disputes between 
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full 
submission.) 

The Necessity of Obeying the Messenger 

Allah said, 



(We sent no Messenger, but to be obeyed) meaning, obeying the Prophet was ordained for 
those to whom Allah sendsthe Prophet. Allah's statement, 



(by Allah's leave) means, "None shall obey, except by My leave," according to Mujahid. This 
Ayah indicates that the Prophets are only obeyed by whomever Allah directs to obedience. In 
another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And Allah did indeed fulfill His promise to you when you were killing them (your enemy) with 
His permission) meaning, by His command, decree, will and because He granted you superiority 
over them. Allah's statement, 



(If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to themselves,) directs the sinners and 
evildoers, when they commit errors and mistakes, to come to the Messenger , so that they ask 
Allah for forgiveness in his presence and ask him to supplicate to Allah to forgive them. If they 
do this, Allah will forgive them and award them His mercy and pardon. This is why Allah said, 



(they would have found Allah All-Forgiving (One Who forgives and accepts repentance), Most 
Merciful). 



One Does not Become a Believer Unless He Refers to the Messenger 
for Judgment and Submits to his Decisions 

Allah said, 



(But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you judge in all disputes 
between them,) Allah swears by His Glorious, Most Honorable Self, that no one shall attain 
faith until he refers to the Messenger for judgment in all matters. Thereafter, whatever the 
Messenger commands, is the plain truth that must be submitted to inwardly and outwardly. 
Allah said, 



(and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full 
submission.) meaning: they adhere to your judgment, and thus do not feel any hesitation over 
your decision, and they submit to it inwardly and outwardly. They submit to the Prophet's 
decision with total submission without any rejection, denial or dispute. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that ' Urwah said, "Az-Zubayr quarreled with a man about a stream which both of them used for 
irrigation. Allah's Messenger said to Az-Zubayr, 



« » 

(0 Zubayr! Irrigate (your garden) first, and then let the water flow to your neighbor.) The 
Ansari became angry and said, " Allah's Messenger! Is it because he is your cousin' On that, 
the face of Allah's Messenger changed color (because of anger) and said, 



» 



« 



(Irrigate (your garden), Zubayr, and then withhold the water until it reaches the walls 
(surrounding the palms). Then, release the water to your neighbor.) 3d, Allah's Messenger gave 
Az-Zubayr his full right when the Ansari made him angry. Before that, Allah's Messenger had 
given a generous judgment, beneficial for Az-Zubayr and the Ansari. Az-Zubayr said, 'I think 
the following verse was revealed concerning that case, 



(But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you (0 Muhammad ) judge in all 
disputes between them.)'" Another Reason In hisTafsir, Al-Hafiz Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Ibrahim bin Duhaym recorded that Damrah narrated that two men took their 
dispute to the Prophet , and he gave a judgment to the benefit of whoever among them had 
the right. The person who lost the dispute said, "I do not agree." The other person asked him, 
"What do you want then" He said, "Let us go to Abu Bakr As-9ddiq." They went to Abu Bakr and 
the person who won the dispute said, "We went to the Prophet with our dispute and he issued a 
decision in my favor." Abu Bakr said, "Then the decision is that which the Messenger of Allah 
issued." The person who lost the dispute still rejected the decision and said, "Let us go to 
* Umar bin Al-Khattab." When they went to ' Umar, the person who won the dispute said, "We 
took our dispute to the Prophet and he decided in my favor, but this man refused to submit to 
the decision." ' Umar bin Al-Khattab asked the second man and he concurred. " Umar went to 



his house and emerged from it holding aloft his sword. He struck the head of the man who 
rejected the Prophet's decision with the sword and killed him. Consequently, Allah revealed, 



(But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith). 



(66. And if We had ordered them (saying), "Kill yourselves (i.e. the innnocent ones kill the 
guilty ones) or leave your homes," very few of them would have done it; but if they had done 
what they were told, it would have been better for them, and would have strengthened their 
conviction;) (67. And indeed We would then have bestowed upon them a great reward from 
Ourselves.) (68. And indeed We would have guided them to the straight way.) (69. And whoever 
obeys Allah and the Messenger, then they will be in the company of those on whom Allah has 
bestowed His grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqin, the martyrs, and the righteous. And how 
excellent these companions are!) (70. Such is the bounty from Allah, and Allah is sufficient as 
All-Knower.) 

Most People Disobey What They Are Ordered 

Allah states that even if the people were commanded to commit what they were prohibited 
from doing, most of them would not submit to this command, for their wicked nature is such 
that they dispute orders. Allah has complete knowledge of what has not occured, and how it 
would be if and when it did occur. This is why Allah said, 



(And if We had ordered them (saying), "Kill yourselves (i.e. the innnocent ones kill the guilty 
ones)) until the end of the Ayah. This is why Allah said, 



(but if they had done what they were told,) meaning, if they do what they were commanded 
and refrain from what they were prohibited, 



(it would have been better for them,) than disobeying the command and committing the 
prohibition, 



(and would have strengthened their conviction), stronger Tasdiq (conviction of faith), 
according to As-Suddi. 



(And indeed We should then have bestowed upon them from Ladunna) from Us, 



(A great reward), Paradise, 



(And indeed We should have guided them to the straight way.) in this life and the Hereafter. 

Whoever Obeys Allah and His Messenger Will Be Honored by Allah 

Allah then said, 



(And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, then they will be in the company of those on 
whom Allah has bestowed His grace, of the Prophets, the Sddiqin, the martyrs, and the 
righteous. And how excellent these companions are!) Consequently, whosoever implements 
what Allah and His Messenger have commanded him and avoids what Allah and His Messenger 
have prohibited, then Allah will grant him a dwelling in the Residence of Honor. There, Allah 
will place him in the company of the Prophets, and those who are lesser in grade, the true 
believers, then the martyrs and then the righteous, who are righteous inwardly and outwardly. 
Allah then praised this company, 



(And how excellent these companions are!) Al-Bukhari recorded that " A'ishah said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 



(Every Prophet who falls ill is given the choice between this life and the Hereafter.) During the 
illness that preceded hisdeath, hisvoice became weak and I heard him saying, 



(in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His grace, the Prophets, the true 
believers (Sddiqin), the martyrs and the righteous) I knew then that he was being given the 
choice." Muslim recorded this Hadith. This Hadith explains the meaning of another Hadith; the 
Prophet said before hisdeath; 

« ( ) » 

(0 Allah! In the Most High Company) three times, and he then died, may Allah's best blessings 
be upon him. 



The Reason Behind Revealing this Honorable Ayah 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "An Ansari man came to the Messenger of Allah 
while feeling sad. The Prophet said to him, ' Why do I see you sad' He said, ' Allah's Prophet! I 
was contemplating about something.' The Prophet said, 'What is it' The Ansari said, 'We come 
to you day and night, looking at your face and sitting by you. Tomorrow, you will be raised with 
the Prophets, and we will not be able to see you.' The Prophet did not say anything, but later 
Jibril came down to him with this Ayah, 



(And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger then they will be in the company of those on 
whom Allah has bestowed His grace, of the Prophets), and the Prophet sent the good news to 
the Ansari man." This Hadith was narrated in Mursal form from Masruq, ' Ikrimah, 'Amir Ash- 
Sha'bi, Qatadah and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas. This is the version with the best chain of narrators. Abu 
Bakr bin Marduwyah recorded it with a different chain from ' A'ishah, who said; "A man came to 
the Prophet and said to him, ' Messenger of Allah! You are more beloved to me than myself, 
my family and children. Sometimes, when I am at home, I remember you, and I cannot wait 
until I come and look at you. When I contemplate about my death and your death, I know that 
you will be with the Prophets when you enter Paradise. I fear that I might not see you when I 
enter Paradise.' The Prophet did not answer him until the Ayah, 



(And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, then they will be in the company of those on 
whom Allah has bestowed His grace, of the Prophets, the true believers, the martyrs, and the 
righteous. And how excellent these companions are!) was revealed to him." This was collected 
by Al-Hafiz Abu 'Abdullah Al-Maqdisi in his book, Sfat Al-Jannah, he then commented, "I do 
not see problems with this chain." And Allah knows best. Muslim recorded that Rabi' ah bin 
Ka' b Al-Aslami said, "I used to sleep at the Prophet's house and bring him his water for ablution 
and his needs. He once said to me, ' Ask me.' I said, ' Messenger of Allah! I ask that I be your 
companion in Paradise.' He said, ' Anything except that' I said, ' Only that.' He said, 



« » 



(Then help me (fulfill this wish) for you by performing many prostrations.)" Imam Ahmad 
recorded that " Amr bin Murrah Al-Juhani said, "A man came to the Prophet and said, ' O Allah's 
Messenger! I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and that you 
are the Messenger of Allah, pray the five (daily prayers), give the Zakah due on my wealth and 
fast the month of Ramadan.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever dies in this state will be with the Prophets, the truthful and martyrs on the Day of 
Resurrection, as long as - and he raised his finger - he is not disobedient to his parents.)" Only 
Ahmad recorded this Hadith. Greater news than this is in the authentic Hadith collected in the 
Sahih and Musnad compilations, in Mutawatir form, narrated by several Companions that the 
Messenger of Allah was asked about the person who loves a people, but his status is not close 
to theirs. The Messenger said, 



« » 



(One is with those whom he loves.) Anas commented, "Muslims were never happier than with 
this Hadith." In another narration, Anas said, "I love the Messenger of Allah, Abu Bakr and 
' Umar, and I hope that Allah will resurrect me with them, even though I did not perform 
actions similar to theirs." Allah said, 



(Such is the bounty from Allah) meaning, from Allah by His mercy, for it is He who made them 
suitable for this, not their good deeds. 



(and Allah is sufficient as All-Knower), He knowsthose who deserve guidance and success. 



(71. you who believe! Take your precautions, and either go forth (on an expedition) in 
parties, or go forth all together.) (72. There is certainly among you he who would linger 
behind. If a misfortune befalls you, he says, "Indeed Allah has favored me in that I was not 
present among them.") (73. But if a bounty comes to you from Allah, he would surely say as if 
there had never been ties of affection between you and him, "Oh! I wish I had been with them; 
then I would have achieved a great success.") (74. 3d fight those who trade the life of this 
world with the Hereafter, in the cause of Allah, and whoever fights in the cause of Allah, and is 
killed or gets victory, We shall bestow on him a great reward.) 

The Necessity of Taking Necessary Precautions Against the Enemy 

Allah commands His faithful servants to take precautions against their enemies, by being 
prepared with the necessary weapons and supplies, and increasing the number of troops 
fighting in His cause. 



(in parties) means, group after group, party after party, and expedition after expedition. 'AM 
bin Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said that, 



(and either go forth in parties) means, "In groups, expedition after expedition, 



(or go forth all together), means, all of you." Smilar was reported from Mujahid, x Ikrimah, As- 
Suddi, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, x Ata' Al-Khurrasani, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Khusayf Al-Jazari. 

Refraining from Joining Jihad is a Sign of Hypocrites 

Allah said, 



(There is certainly among you he who would linger behind.) Mujahid and others said that this 
Ayah was revealed about the hypocrites. Muqatil bin Hayyan said that, 



(linger behind) means, stays behind and does not join Jihad. It is also possible that this person 
himself lingers behind, while luring others away from joining Jihad. For instance, 'Abdullah bin 
Ubayy bin Salul, may Allah curse him, used to linger behind and lure other people to do the 
same and refrain from joining Jihad, as Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Jarir stated. This is why Allah said 
about the hypocrite, that when he lingers behind from Jihad, then: 



(If a misfortune befalls you) death, martyrdom, or - by Allah's wisdom - being defeated by the 
enemy, 



(he says, "Indeed Allah has favored me that I was not present among them.") meaning, since I 
did not join them in battle. Because he considers this one of Allah's favors on him, unaware of 
the reward that he might have gained from enduring war or martyrdom, if he was killed. 



(But if a bounty comes to you from Allah) such as victory, triumph and booty, 



(he would surely say - as if there had never been ties of affection between you and him, 
meaning, as if he was not a follower of your religion, 



("Oh! I wish I had been with them; then I would have achieved a great success.") by being 
assigned a share of the booty and taking possession of that share. This is his ultimate aim and 
objective. 

The Encouragement to Participation in Jihad 

Allah then said, 



(So fight) the believer with an aversion (to fighting), 



(those who trade the life of this world with the Hereafter) referring to those sell their religion 
for the meager goods of the world, and they only do this because of their disbelief and lack of 
faith. Allah then said; 



(And whoever fights in the cause of Allah, and is killed or gets victory, We shall bestow on him 
a great reward.) meaning, whoever fights in the cause of Allah, whether he was killed or 
triumphant, he will earn an immense compensation and a great reward with Allah. The Two 
Sahihs recorded, 



» 



« 



(Allah has guaranteed the Mujahid in His cause that He will either bring death to him, 
admitting into Paradise; or, He will help him return safely to his home with whatever reward 
and booty he gained.) 



(75. And what is wrong with you that you fight not in the cause of Allah, and for those weak, 
ill-treated and oppressed among men, women, and children, whose cry is: "Our Lord! Rescue us 
from this town whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from You one who will protect, 
and raise for us from You one who will help.") (76. Those who believe, fight in the cause of 
Allah, and those who disbelieve, fight in the cause of the Taghut. So fight against the friends of 
Shaytan; ever feeble indeed is the plot of Shaytan.) 



Encouraging Jihad to Defend the Oppressed 

Allah encouraged His believing servants to perform Jihad in His cause and to strive hard to save 
the oppressed Muslims in Makkah, men, women and children who were restless because of 
having to remain there. This is why Allah said, 



(whose cry is: "Our Lord! Rescue us from this town), referring to Makkah. In a similar Ayah, 
Allah said, 



(And many a town, stronger than your town which has driven you out) Allah then describes this 
town, 



(whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from You one who will protect, and raise for us 
from You one who will help) meaning, send protectors and helpers for us. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, "I and my mother were from the oppressed (in Makkah)." Allah then said, 



(Those who believe, fight in the cause of Allah, and those who disbelieve, fight in the cause of 
the Taghut. ) Therefore, the believers fight in obedience to Allah and to gain His pleasure, 
while the disbelievers fight in obedience to Shaytan. Allah then encourages the believers to 
fight His enemies, 



(So fight against the friends of Shaytan; ever feeble indeed is the plot of Shaytan). 



(77. Have you not seen those who were told to hold back their hands (from fighting) and 
perform Salah and give Zakah, but when the fighting was ordained for them, behold! a section 
of them fear men as they fear Allah or even more. They say: "Our Lord! Why have You ordained 
for us fighting Would that You granted us respite for a short period" Say: "Short is the 
enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far) better for him who fears Allah, and you shall 
not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the Fatil.) (78. "Wheresoever you may be, death will 
overtake you even if you are in fortresses built up strong and high!" And if some good reaches 
them, they say, "This is from Allah," but if some evil befalls them, they say, "This is from you." 
Say: "All things are from Allah," so what is wrong with these people that they fail to understand 
any word) (79. Whatever of good reaches you, is from Allah, but whatever of evil befalls you, is 
from yourself. And We have sent you as a Messenger to mankind, and Allah is sufficient as a 
Witness.) 



The Wish that the Order for Jihad be Delayed 

In the beginning of Islam, Muslims in Makkah were commanded to perform the prayer and pay 
some charity, so as to comfort the poor among them. They were also commanded to be 
forgiving and forbearing with the idolators and to observe patience with them at the time. 
However, they were eager and anticipating the time when they would be allowed to fight, so 
that they could punish their enemies. The situation at that time did not permit armed conflict 
for many reasons. For instance, Muslims were few at the time, compared to their numerous 
enemies. The Muslims' city was a sacred one and the most honored area on the earth, and this 
is why the command to fight was not revealed in Makkah. Later on when the Muslims controlled 
a town of their own, Al-Madinah, and had strength, power and support, Jihad was then 
legislated. Yet, when the command to fight was revealed, just as Muslims wished, some of 
them became weary and were very fearful of facing the idolators in battle. 



(They say: "Our Lord! Why have You ordained for us fighting Would that You had granted us 
respite for a short period") meaning, we wish that Jihad was delayed until a later time, 
because it means bloodshed, orphans and widows. In a similar Ayah, Allah said, 



(Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down (for us) But when a decisive is sent 
down, and fighting is mentioned). Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin * Awf and several of his companions came to the Prophet while in Makkah and said, 
"0 Allah's Prophet! We were mighty when we were pagans, but when we embraced the faith, 
we became weak." The Prophet said, 



« » 

(I was commanded to pardon the people, so do not fight them.) When Allah transferred the 
Prophet to Al-Madinah, He commanded him to fight (the idolators), but they (some Muslims) 
held back. So, Allah revealed the Ayah; 



(Have you not seen those who were told to hold back their hands) This Hadith was collected by 
An-Nasa'i and Al-Hakim. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far) better for him who fears 
Allah,) means, the destination of the one who with Taqwa is better for him than this life. 



(and you shall not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the Fatil.) for your good deeds. Rather, 
you will earn your full rewards for them. This promise directs the focus of believers away from 



this life and makes them eager for the Hereafter, all the while encouraging them to fight in 
Jihad. 

There is No Escaping Death 

Allah said, 



(Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if you are in fortresses built up strong 
and high!) meaning, you shall certainly die and none of you shall ever escape death. Allah said, 



(Whatsooever is on it (the earth) will perish), 



(Everyone shall taste death), and, 



(And We granted not to any human being immortality before you). Therefore, every soul shall 
taste death and nothing can save any person from it, whether he performed Jihad or not. 
Everyone has an appointed time, and a limited term of life. In the illness that preceded his 
death, Khalid bin Al-Walid said, while in his bed, "I participated in so and so number of battles, 
and every part of my body sustained an injury due to a stab or a shot. Yet here I am, I die in 
my bed! Let not the eyes of the cowards ever taste sleep." Allah's statement, 



(even if you are in fortresses built up strong and high!) means, entrenched, fortified, high and 
towering. No caution or fortification can ever avert death. 



The Hypocrites Sense a Bad Omen Because of the Prophet 

Allah said, 



(And if some good reaches them) meaning, fertile years and provision of fruits, produce, 
children, etc., as said by Ibn " Abbas, Abu AI-' Aliyah and As-Suddi. 



(they say, "This is from Allah," but if some evil befalls them) drought, famine, shortages of 
fruits and produce, death that strikes their children or animals, and so forth, as Abu AI-' Aliyah 
and As-Suddi stated. 



(they say, "This is from you,") meaning, because of you and because we followed you and 
embraced your religion. Allah said about the people of Fir' awn, 



(But whenever good came to them, they said: "Ours is this." And if evil afflicted them, they 
ascribed it to evil omens connected with Musa and those with him.) Allah said, 



(And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were upon the edge (i. e. in doubt)). The 
same is the statement uttered by the hypocrites, who embraced Islam outwardly, but disliked 
it inwardly. This is why when a calamity befell them, they attributed it to following the 
Prophet . Consequently, Allah revealed, 



Say: All things are from AllaOh, Allah's statement that all things are from Him means, 
everything occurs by the decision and decree of Allah, and His decision shall come to pass for 
both the righteous and the wicked, the faithful and the disbelievers. Allah then said while 
addressing His Messenger , but refering to mankind in general, 



(Whatever of good reaches you, is from Allah,) meaning, of Allah's bounty, favor, kindness and 
mercy. 



(But whatever of evil befalls you, is from yourself.), meaning because of you and due to your 
actions. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned. And He 
pardons much.) As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Zayd said that, 



(from yourself) means, because of your errors. Qatadah said that, 



(From yourself) means, as punishment for you, Oson of Adam, because of your sins. Allah said, 



(And We have sent you as a Messenger to mankind,) so that you convey to them Allah's 
commandments, what He likes and is pleased with, and what He dislikes and refuses. 



(and Allah is sufficient as a Witness.) that He has sent you. He is also Witness over you and 
them, having full knowledge in what you convey to them and the disbelief and rebellion with 
which they respond to the truth. 



(80. He who obeys the Messenger, has indeed obeyed Allah, but he who turns away, then We 
have not sent you as a watcher over them.) (81. They say: "We are obedient," but when they 
leave you, a section of them spends all night in planning other than what you say. But Allah 
records their nightly (plots). Sb turn aside from them (do not punish them), and put your trust 
in Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.) 

Obeying the Messenger is Obeying Allah 

Allah states that whoever obeys His servant and Messenger, Muhammad , obeys Allah; and 
whoever disobeys him, disobeys Allah. Verily, whatever the Messenger utters is not of his own 
desire, but a revelation inspired to him. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah; and whoever disobeys me, disobeys Allah. Whoever obeys the 
Amir (leader, ruler), obeys me; and whoever disobeys the Amir, disobeys me.) This Hadith was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs. Allah's statement, 



(But he who turns away, then We have not sent you as a watcher over them.) means, do not 
worry about him. Your job is only to convey, and whoever obeys you, he will acquire happiness 
and success and you will gain a similar reward to that he earns. As for the one who turns away 
from you, he will gain failure and loss and you will not carry a burden because of what he does. 
A Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, will acquire guidance; and whoever disobeys Allah 
and His Messenger, will only harm himself.) 



The Foolishness of the Hypocrites 

Allah said, 



(They say: "We are obedient,"). Allah states that the hypocrites pretend to be loyal and 
obedient. 



(but when they leave you), meaning, when they depart and are no longer with you, 



(a section of them spends all night in planning other than what you say). They plot at night 
among themselves for other than what they pretend when they are with you. Allah said, 



(But Allah records their nightly (plots).) meaning, He has full knowledge of their plots and 
records it through His command to His scribes, the angels who are responsible for recording the 
actions of the servants. This is a threat from Allah, stating that He knows what the hypocrites 
try to hide, their plotting in the night to defy the Messenger and oppose him, even though they 
pretend to be loyal and obedient to him. Allah will certainly punish them for this conduct. In a 
similar Ayah, Allah said, 



(They (hypocrites) say: "We have believed in Allah and in the Messenger, and we obey,") until 
the end of the Ayah. Allah's statement, 



(So turn aside from them) means, pardon them, be forbearing with them, do not punish them, 
do not expose them to the people and do not fear them. 



(and put your trust in Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Suf f icient as a Disposer of affairs.) meaning, 
He is sufficient as Protector, Supporter and Helper for those who rely on Him and return to 
Him. 



(82. Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully Had it been from other than Allah, they 
would surely, have found therein contradictions in abundance). (83. When there comes to them 
some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they make it known (among the people); if only 
they had referred it to the Messenger or to those charged with authority among them, the 
proper investigators would have understood it from them (directly). Had it not been for the 
grace and mercy of Allah upon you, you would have followed Shaytan, except a few of you.) 



The Qur'an is True 

Allah commands them to contemplate about the Qur'an and forbids them from ignoring it, or 
ignoring its wise meanings and eloquent words. Allah states that there are no inconsistencies, 
contradictions, conflicting statements or discrepancies in the Qur'an, because it is a revelation 
from the Most-Wise, Worthy of all praise. Therefore, the Qur'an is the truth coming from the 
Truth, Allah. This is why Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Do they not then think deeply in the Qur'an, or are their hearts locked up (from understanding 
it)) Allah then said, 



(Had it been from other than Allah,) meaning, had it been fraudulent and made up, as the 
ignorant idolatorsand hypocrites assert in their hearts, 



(they would surely, have found therein contradictions), discrepancies and inconsistencies, 



(in abundance). However, this Qur'an is free of shortcomings, and therefore, it is from Allah. 
Similarly, Allah describes those who are firmly grounded in knowledge, 



(We believe in it, all of it is from our Lord.)(3:7) meaning, the Muhkam sections (entirely clear) 
and the Mutashabih sections (not entirely clear) of the Qur'an are all true. So they understand 
the not entirely clear from the clear, and thus gain guidance. As for those in whose heart is the 
disease of hypocrisy, they understand the Muhkam from the Mutashabih; thus only gaining 
misguidance. Allah praised those who have knowledge and criticized the wicked. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that ' Amr bin Snu' ayb said that his father said that his grandfather said, "I and my 
brother were present in a gathering, which is more precious to me than red camels. My brother 
and I came and found that some of the leaders of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
were sitting close to a door of his. We did not like the idea of being separate from them, so we 
sat near the room. They then mentioned an Ayah and began disputing until they raised their 
voices. The Messenger of Allah was so angry that when he went out his face was red. He threw 
sand on them and said to them, 



» 



« 

(Behold, people! This is how the nations before you were destroyed, because of their 
disputing with their Prophets and their contradicting parts of the Books with other parts. The 
Qur'an does not contradict itself. Rather, it test if ies to the truth of itself. Therefore, whatever 
of it you have knowledge in, then implement it, and whatever you do not know of it, then refer 
it to those who have knowledge in it. )" Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "I went 
to the Messenger of Allah one day. When we were sitting, two men disputed about an Ayah, 
and their voices became loud. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Verily, the nations before you were destroyed because of their disagreements over the Book.) 
Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith 

The Prohibition of Disclosing Unreliable and Uninvestigated News 

Allah said, 



(When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they make it known 
(among the people);) chastising those who indulge in things before being sure of their truth, 
disclosing them, making them known and spreading their news, even though such news might 
not be true at all. In the introduction to his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Narrating everything one hears is sufficient to make a person a liar.) This is the same narration 
collected by Abu Dawud in the section of Adab (manners) in his Sunan. In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded that Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah said that the Messenger of Allah prohibited, "It was 
said," and, "So-and-so said." This Hadith refers to those who often convey the speech that 
people utter without investigating the reliability and truth of what he is disclosing. The Sahih 
also records, 



» 



« 



(Whoever narrates a Hadith while knowing it is false, then he is one of the two liars (who 
invents and who spreads the lie).) We should mention here the Hadith of ' Umar bin Al-Khattab 
collected in the Two Sahihs. When " Umar was informed that the Messenger of Allah divorced 
his wives, he came from his house, entered the Masjid and found the people talking about this 
news. He could not wait and went to the Prophet to ask him about what had truly happened, 
asking him, "Have you divorced your wives" The Prophet said, "No." * Umar said, "I said, Allahu 
Akbar..." and mentioned the rest of the Hadith. In the narration that Muslim collected, * Umar 
said, "I asked, ' Have you divorced them' He said, ' No.' 3d, I stood by the door of the Masjid and 
shouted with the loudest voice, 'The Messenger of Allah did not divorce his wives.' Then, this 
Ayah was revealed, 



(When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they make it known 
(among the people), if only they had referred it to the Messenger or to those charged with 
authority among them, the proper investigators would have understood it from them 
(directly).) So I properly investigated that matter." This Ayah refers to proper investigation, or 
extraction of mattersfrom their proper resources. Allah's statement, 



(you would have followed Shaytan except a few of you. ) refers to the believers, as' Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas. 



(84. Then fight in the cause of Allah, you are not tasked (held responsible) except for yourself, 
and incite the believers (to fight along with you), it may be that Allah will restrain the evil 
might of the disbelievers. And Allah is 9ronger in might and 9ronger in punishing.) (85. 
Whosoever intercedes for a good cause, will have the reward thereof; and whosoever 
intercedes for an evil cause, will have a share in its burden. And Allah is Ever All-Able to do 
everything.) (86. When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with what is better 
than it, or (at least) return it equally. Certainly, Allah is Ever a Careful Account Taker of all 
things.) (87. Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He. Surely, He will gather you 
together on the Day of Resurrection about which there is no doubt. And who is truer in 
statement than Allah) 

Allah Commands His Messenger to Perform Jihad 

Allah commands His servant and Messenger, Muhammad , to himself fight in Jihad and not to be 
concerned about those who do not join Jihad. Hence Allah's statement, 



(you are not tasked (held responsible except for yourself,) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu 
Ishaq said, "I asked Al-Bara bin ' Azib about a man who meets a hundred enemies and still fights 
them, would he be one of those referred to in Allah's statement, 



(And do not throw yourselves into destruction (by not spending your wealth in the cause of 
Allah)) He said, " Allah said to His Prophet, 



(Then fight in the cause of Allah, you are not tasked (held responsible) except for yourself, and 
incite the believers (to fight along with you))." Imam Ahmad recorded Sulayman bin Dawud 
saying that Abu Bakr bin ' Ayyash said that Abu Ishaq said, "I asked Al-Bara', ' If a man attacks 
the lines of the idolators, would he be throwing himself to destruction' He said, 'No because 
Allah has sent His Messenger and commanded him, 



(Then fight in the cause of Allah, you are not tasked (held responsible) except for yourself, 
That Ayah isabout spending in Allah's cause ." 



Inciting the Believers to Fight 

Allah said, 



(and incite the believers) to fight, by encouraging them and strengthening their resolve in this 
regard. For instance, the Prophet said to the believers at the battle of Badr, while organizing 
their lines, 



« » 

(Stand up and march forth to a Paradise, as wide as the heavens and Earth.) There are many 
Hadithsthat encourage Jihad. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever believes in Allah and His Messenger, offers prayer, pays the Zakah and fasts the 
month of Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter whether he migrates 
in Allah's cause or remains in the land where he is born.) The people said, ' Allah's Messenger! 
Shall we acquaint the people with this good news' He said, 



» 



« 



(Paradise has one hundred grades which Allah has reserved for the Mujahidin who fight in His 
cause, the distance between each two grades is like the distance between the heaven and the 
Earth. So, when you ask Allah, ask for Al-Firdaws, which is the best and highest part of 
Paradise, above it is the Throne of the Most Beneficent (Allah) and from it originate the rivers 
of Paradise.) There are various narrations for this Hadith from ' Ubadah, Mu' adh, and Abu Ad- 
Darda'. Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(0 Abu Sa' id! Whoever accepts Allah as his Lord, Islam as his religion and Muhammad as the 
Prophet, then he would rightfully acquire Paradise.) Abu Sa' id liked these words and said, "0 
Allah's Messenger! Repeat them for me." The Prophet repeated his words, then said, 



» 



« 



(And (there is) another deed for which Allah raises the servant a hundred grades in Paradise, 
between each two grades is the distance between heaven and Earth.) Abu Sa' id said, "What is 
it, Allah's Messenger " He said, 



« » 



(Jihad in Allah's cause.) This Hadith was collected by Muslim. Allah's statement, 



(it may be that Allah will restrain the evil might of the disbelievers. ) means, by your 
encouraging them to fight, their resolve will be strengthened to meet the enemy in battle, to 
defend Islam and its people and to endure and be patient against the enemy. Allah's statement, 



(And Allah is 9ronger in might and Stronger in punishing.) means, He is able over them in this 
life and the Hereafter, just as He said in another Ayah, 



(But if it had been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have punished them (without you). 
But (He lets you fight) in order to test some of you with others) (47:4). 



Interceding for a Good or an Evil Cause 

Allah said, 



(Whosoever intercedes for a good cause, will have the reward thereof;) meaning, whoever 
intercedes in a matter that produces good results, will acquire a share in that good. 



(And whosoever intercedes for an evil cause, will have a share in its burden.) meaning, he will 
carry a burden due to what resulted from his intercession and intention. For instance, it is 
recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Intercede and you will gain a reward of it. Yet, Allah shall decide whatever He wills by the 
words of His Prophet.) Mujahid bin Jabr said, "This Ayah was revealed about the intercession of 
people on behalf of each other." Allah then said, 



(And Allah is Ever Muqit over everything.) Ibn 'Abbas, 'Ata', ' Atiyah, Qatadah and Matar Al- 
Warraq said that, 



(Muqit) means, "Watcher." Mujahid said that Muqit means, 'Witness', and in another narration, 
'Able to do.' 

Returning the Salam, With a Better Salam 

Allah said, 



(When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with what is better than it, or (at least) 
return it equally.) meaning, if the Muslim greets you with the Salam, then return the greeting 
with a better Salam, or at least equal to the Salam that was given. Therefore, the better Salam 
is recommended, while returning it equally is an obligation. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Raja' Al-' Utaridi said that ~ Imran bin Husayn said that a man came to the Messenger of Allah 
and said, "As-Salamu 'Alaykum". The Prophet returned the greeting, and after the man sat 
down he said, "Ten." Another man came and said, "As-Salamu ' Alaykum wa Rahmatullah, O 
Allah's Messenger." The Prophet returned the greeting, and after the man sat down he said, 
"Twenty." Then another man came and said, "As-Salamu ' Alaykum wa Rahmatullah wa 
Barakatuh." The Prophet returned the greeting, and after the man sat down he said, "Thirty." 
This is the narration recorded by Abu Dawud. At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Al-Bazzar also 
recorded it. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib". There are several other Hadithson this subject 
from Abu Sa' id, 'AM, and Sahl bin Hanif. When the Muslim is greeted with the full form of 
Salam, he is obliged to return the greeting equally. As for Ahl Adh-Dhimmah the Salam should 
not be initiated nor should the greeting be added to when returning their greeting. Rather, as 
recorded in the Two Sahihs their greeting is returned to them equally. Ibn ' Umar narrated that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When the Jews greet you, one of them would say, ' As-Samu 'Alayka (death be unto you).' 
Therefore, say, 'Wa ' Alayka (and the same to you).') In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do not initiate greeting the Jews and Christians with the Salam, and when you pass by them on 
a road, force them to its narrowest path.) Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not 
believe until you love each other. Should I direct you to an action that would direct you to love 
each other Spread the Salam among yourselves.) Allah said, 



(Allah! none has the right to be worshipped but He) informing that He is singled out as the sole 
God of all creation. Allah then said, 



(Surely, He will gather you together on the Day of Resurrection about which there is no doubt.) 
swearing that He will gather the earlier and latter generations in one area, rewarding or 
punishing each person according to his or her actions. Allah said, 



(And who is truer in statement than Allah) meaning, no one utters more truthful statements 
than Allah, in His promise, warning, stories of the past and information of what is to come; 
there is no deity worthy of worship nor Lord except Him. 



(88. Then what is the matter with you that you are divided into two parties about the 
hypocrites Allah has cast them back because of what they have earned. Do you want to guide 



him whom Allah has made to go astray And he whom Allah has made to go astray, you will 
never find for him away.) (89. They wish that you reject faith, as they have rejected, and thus 
that you all become equal (like one another). So take not Awliya' from them, till they emigrate 
in the way of Allah. But if they turn back, take (hold of) them and kill them wherever you find 
them, and take neither Awliya' nor helpers from them.) (90. Except those who join a group, 
between you and whom there is a treaty (of peace), or those who approach you with their 
breasts restraining from fighting you as well as fighting their own people. Had Allah willed, 
indeed He would have given them power over you, and they would have fought you. 3d, if they 
withdraw from you, and fight not against you, and offer you peace, then Allah has made no 
way for you against them.) (91. You will find others that wish to have security from you and 
security from their people. Every time they are sent back to Fitnah, they yield thereto. If they 
withdraw not from you, nor offer you peace, nor restrain their hands, take (hold of) them and 
kill them wherever you Thaqiftumuhum. In their case, We have provided you with a clear 
warrant against them.) 

Censuring the Companions for Disagreeing over the Hypocrites who 
Returned to Al-Madinah Before Uhud 

Allah criticizes the believers for disagreeing over the hypocrites. There are conflicting opinions 
over the reason behind revealing this Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Zayd bin Thabit said 
that Messenger of Allah marched towards Uhud. However, some people who accompanied him 
went back to Al-Madinah, and the Companions of the Messenger of Allah divided into two 
groups concerning them, one saying they should be killed and the other objecting. Allah sent 
down, 



(Then what is the matter with you that you are divided into two parties about the hypocrites) 
The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(She (Al-Madinah) isTaybah, and she expels filth, just as the billow expels rust from iron.) The 
Two Sahihs also recorded this Hadith. Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah was 
revealed about some people in Makkah who said they embraced Islam, yet they gave their 
support to the idolators. One time, theses people went out of Makkah to fulfill some needs and 
said to each other, "If we meet the Companions of Muhammad, there will be no harm for us 
from their side." When the believers got news that these people went out of Makkah, some of 
them said, "Let us march to these cowards and kill them, because they support your enemy 
against you." However, another group from the believers said, "Glory be to Allah! Do you kill a 
people who say as you have said, just because they did not perform Hijrah or leave their land Is 
it allowed to shed their blood and confiscate their money in this case" So they divided to two 
groups, while the Messenger was with them, and did not prohibit either group from reiterating 
their argument. Thereafter, Allah revealed, 



(Then what is the matter with you that you are divided into two parties about the hypocrites) 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadith. Allah said, 



(Allah has cast them back because of what they have earned.) meaning, He made them revert 
to, and fall into error. Ibn " Abbas said that, 



(Arkasahum) means, 'cast them' . Allah's statement, 



(because of what they have earned) means, because of their defiance and disobedience to the 
Messenger and following falsehood. 



(Do you want to guide him whom Allah has made to go astray And he whom Allah has made to 
go astray, you will never find for him away.) meaning, there will be no path for him, or way to 
guidance. Allah's statement, 



(They wish that you reject faith, as they have rejected, and thus that you all become equal.) 
means, they wish that you fall into misguidance, so that you and they are equal in that regard. 
This is because of their extreme enmity and hatred for you. Therefore, Allah said, 



(So take not Awliya' from them, till they emigrate in the way of Allah. But if they turn back,) if 
they abandon Hijrah, as AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas. As-Suddi said that this part of the 
Ayah means, "If they make their disbelief public." 



Combatants and Noncombatants 

Allah excluded some people; 



(Except those who join a group, between you and whom there is a treaty (of peace),) meaning, 
except those who join and take refuge with a people with whom you have a pact of peace, or 
people of Dhimmah, then treat them as you treat the people with whom you have peace. This 
is the saying of As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir. In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded the story of 
the treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah, where it was mentioned that whoever liked to have peace with 
Quraysh and conduct a pact with them, then they were allowed. Those who liked to have 
peace with Muhammad and his Companions and enter a pact with them were allowed. It was 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that this Ayah was later abrogated by Allah's statement, 



(Then when the Sacred Months have passed, kill the idolators wherever you find them) Allah 
said, 



(or those who approach you with their breasts restraining) referring to another type of people 
covered by the exclusion from fighting. They are those who approach the Muslims with 
hesitation in their hearts because of their aversion to fighting the Muslims. They do not have 
the heart to fight with the Muslims against their own people. Therefore, they are neither with 
nor against Muslims. 



(Had Allah willed, indeed He would have given them power over you, and they would have 
fought you.) meaning, it is from Allah's mercy that He has stopped them from fighting you. 



(So, if they withdraw from you, and fight not against you, and offer you peace,) meaning, they 
revert to peace, 



(then Allah has opened no way for you against them), you do not have the right to kill them, as 
long as they take this position. This was the position of Banu Hashim (the tribe of the Prophet 
), such as AI-* Abbas, who accompanied the idolators in the battle of Badr, for they joined the 
battle with great hesitation. This is why the Prophet commanded that Al-' Abbas not be killed, 
but only captured. Allah's statement, d 



(You will find others that wish to have security from you and security from their people.) refers 
to a type of people who on the surface appear to be like the type we just mentioned. However, 
the intention of each type is different, for the latter are hypocrites. They pretend to be 
Muslims with the Prophet and his Companions, so that they could attain safety with the Muslims 
for their blood, property and families. However, they support the idolators in secret and 
worship what they worship, so that they are at peace with them also. These people have 
secretly sided with the idolators, just as Allah described them, 



(But when they are alone with their Shayatin, they say: "Truly, we are with you."). In this Ayah, 
Allah said, 



(Every time they are sent back to Fitnah, they yield thereto.) meaning, they dwell in Fitnah. 
As-Suddi said that the Fitnah mentioned here refers to Shirk. Ibn Jarir recorded that Mujahid 
said that the Ayah was revealed about a group from Makkah who used to go to the Prophet in 
Al-Madinah pretending to be Muslims. However, when they went back to Quraysh, they 
reverted to worshipping idols. They wanted to be at peace with both sides. Allah commanded 
they should be fought against, unless they withdraw from combat and resort to peace. This is 
why Allah said, 



(If they withdraw not from you, nor offer you peace) meaning, revert to peaceful and 
complacent behavior, 



(nor restrain their hands) refrain from fighting you, 



(take (hold of) them), capture them, 



(and kill them wherever you Thaqiftumuhum.), wherever you find them, 



(In their case, We have provided you with a clear warrant against them), meaning an 
unequivocal and plain warrant. 



(92. It is not for a believer to kill a believer except by mistake; and whosoever kills a believer 
by mistake, he must set free a believing slave and submit compensation (blood money) to the 
deceased's family unless they remit it. If the deceased belonged to a people at war with you 
and he was a believer, the freeing of a believing slave (is prescribed); and if he belonged to a 
people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance, then compensation (blood money) 
must be paid to his family, and a believing slave must be freed. And whoso finds this beyond 
his means, he must fast for two consecutive months in order to seek repentance from Allah. 
And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (93. And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his 
recompense is Hell to abide therein; and the wrath and the curse of Allah are upon him, and a 
great punishment is prepared for him.) 



The Ruling Concerning Killing a Believer by Mistake 

Allah states that the believer is not allowed to kill his believing brother under any 
circumstances. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The blood of a Muslim who testifies that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and 
that I am the Messenger of Allah, is sacred, except in three instances. (They are:) life for life, 
the married adulterer, and whoever reverts from the religion and abandons the Jama' ah 
(community of the faithful believers).) When one commits any of these three offenses, it is not 
up to ordinary citizens to kill him or her, because this is the responsibility of the Muslim Leader 
or his deputy. Allah said, 



(except by mistake). There is a difference of opinion concerning the reason behind revealing 
this part of the Ayah. Mujahid and others said that it was revealed about ' Ayyash bin Abi 
Rabr ah, Abu Jahl's half brother, from his mother's side, Asma' bint Makhrabah. ' Ayyash killed a 
man called Al-Harith bin Yazid AI-'Amiri, out of revenge for torturing him and his brother 



because of their Islam. That man later embraced Islam and performed Hijrah, but ' Ayyash did 
not know this fact. On the Day of the Makkan conquest, ' Ayyash saw that man and thought that 
he was still a disbeliever, so he attacked and killed him. Later, Allah sent down this Ayah. 
' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this Ayah was revealed about Abu Ad-Darda' 
because he killed a man after he embraced the faith, just as Abu Ad-Darda' held the sword 
above him. When this matter was conveyed to the Messenger of Allah , Abu Ad-Darda' said, "He 
only said that to avert death." The Prophet said to him, 



« » 



(Have you opened his heart) The basis for this story is in the Sahih, but it is not about Abu Ad- 
Darda'. Allah said, 



(and whosoever kills a believer by mistake, he must set free a believing slave and submit 
compensation (blood money) to the deceased's family) thus, ordaining two requirements for 
murder by mistake. The first requirement is the Kaffarah (fine) for the great sin that has been 
committed, even if it was a mistake. The Kaffarah is to free a Muslim slave, not a non-Muslim 
slave. Imam Ahmad recorded that a man from the Ansar said that he brought a slave and said, 
"0 Messenger of Allah! I have to free a believing slave, so if you see that this slave is a believer, 
I will free her." The Messenger of Allah asked her, 



« » 



(Do you testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah) She said, "Yes." He asked 
her, 



« » 

(Do you testify that I am the Messenger of Allah) She said, "Yes." He asked, 

« » 

(Do you believe in Resurrection after death) She said, "Yes." The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Then free her.) This is an authentic chain of narration, and not knowing the name of the 
Ansari Companion does not lessen its authenticity. Allah's statement, 



(and submit compensation (blood money) to the deceased's family) is the second obligation 
which involves the killer and the family of the deceased, who will receive blood money as 
compensation for their loss. The compensation is only obligatory for the one who possesses one 
of five; as Imam Ahmad, and the Sunan compilers recorded from Ibn Mas' ud. He said; "Allah's 
Messenger determined that the Diyah (blood money) for unintentional murder is twenty camels 
which entered their fourth year, twenty camels which entered their fifth year, twenty camels 
which entered their second year, and twenty camels which entered their third year." This isthe 
wording of An-Nasa'i. This Diyah is required from the elders of the killer's tribe, not from his 
own money. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "Two women from 
Hudhayl quarreled and one of them threw a stone at the other and killed her and her unborn 
fetus. They disputed before the Messenger of Allah and he decided that the Diyah of the fetus 
should be to free a male or a female slave. He also decided that the Diyah of the deceased is 
required from the elders of the killer's tribe." This Hadith indicates that in the case of what 
appears to be intentional murder, the Diyah isthe same as that for killing by virtual mistake. 
The former type requires three types of Diyah, just like intentional murder, because it is 
somewhat similar to intentional murder. Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that " Abdullah bin 
" Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to Banu Jadhimah and he called 
them to Islam, but they did not know how to say, ' We became Muslims.' They started saying, 
" Saba'na, Saba'na (we became Sabians). Khalid started killing them, and when this news was 
conveyed to the Messenger of Allah , he raised his hands and said, 



« » 

(0 Allah! I declare my innocence before You of what Khalid did.) The Messenger sent Al i to 
pay the Diyah of those who were killed and to compensate for the property that was destroyed, 
to the extent of replacing the dog's bowl. This Hadith indicates that the mistake of the Leader 
or his deputy (Khalid in this case) is paid from the Muslim Treasury. Allah said, 



(unless they remit it), meaning, the Diyah must be delivered to the family of the deceased, 
unless they forfeit their right, in which case the Diyah does not become necessary. Allah's 
statement, 



(If the deceased belonged to a people at war with you and he was a believer, the freeing of a 
believing slave (is prescribed);) means, if the murdered person was a believer, yet his family 



were combatant disbelievers, then they will receive no Diyah. In this case, the murderer only 
has to free a believing slave. Allah's statement, 



(and if he belonged to a people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance,) meaning, if 
the family of the deceased were from Ahl Adh-Dhimmah or with whom there is a peace treaty, 
then they deserve his Diyah; full Diyah if the deceased was a believer, in which case the killer 
is required to free a believing slave also. 



(And whoso finds this beyond his means, he must fast for two consecutive months) without 
breaking the fast (in the days of) the two months. If he breaks the fast without justification, 
i.e. illness, menstruation, post-natal bleeding, then he has to start all over again. Allah's 
statement, 



(to seek repentance from Allah. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) means, this is how the 
one who kills by mistake can repent, he fasts two consecutive months if he does not find a 
slave to free. 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise), we mentioned the explanation of this before. 



Warning Against Intentional Murder 

After Allah mentioned the ruling of unintentional murder, He mentioned the ruling for 
intentional murder. Allah said, 



(And whoever kills a believer intentionally,) This Ayah carries a stern warning and promise for 
those who commit so grave a sin that it is mentioned along with Shirk in several Ayat of Allah's 
Book. For instance, in Surat Al-Furqan, Allah said, 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has 
forbidden, except for just cause). Allah said, 



(Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not anything in worship 
with Him.) 6:151 . There are many Ayat and Hadiths that prohibit murder. In the Two Sahihs, 
it is recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Blood offenses are the first disputes to be judged between the people on the Day of 
Resurrection. ) In a Hadith that Abu Dawud recorded, ' Ubadah bin As-Samit states that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(The believer will remain unburdened in righteousness as long as he does not shed prohibited 
blood. When he sheds forbidden blood, he will become burdened.) Another Hadith, states, 

» 

« 

(The destruction of this earthly life is less significant before Allah than killing a Muslim man (or 
woman).) 



Will the Repentance of those who Commit Intentional Murder, be 

Accepted 

Ibn " Abbas held the view that the repentance of one who intentionally murders a believer, will 
not be accepted. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Jubayr said, "The people of knowledge of Al- 
Kufah differed on this subject, I traveled to Ibn 'Abbas to ask him about it. He said, 'This 
Ayah, 



(And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell) was the last revealed on 
this subject and nothing abrogated it.'" Muslim and An-Nasa'i also recorded it. However, the 
majority of scholars of the earlier and later generations said that the killer's repentance can be 
accepted. If he repents, and goes back to Allah humbly, submissively, and performing righteous 
deeds, then Allah will change his evil deeds into good deeds and compensate the deceased for 
his loss by rewarding him for his suffering. Allah said, R 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah), until, 



(Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds). The Ayah we just mentioned 
should not be considered abrogated or only applicable to the disbelievers who become 
Muslim , for this contradicts the general, encompassing indications of the Ayah and requires 
evidence to support it. Allah knows best. Allah said, 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah). This Ayah is general, covering all types of sins, including Kufr, Shirk, doubt, hypocrisy, 
murder, sin, and so forth. Therefore, everyone who repents sincerely from any of these errors, 
then Allah will forgive him. Allah said, 



(Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives 
except that (anything else) to whom He wills). This Ayah is general and includes every sin 
except Shirk, and it has been mentioned in this Surah, both after this Ayah and before it, in 
order to encourage hope in Allah, and Allah knows best. It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs, that 
an Israeli killed one hundred people then he asked a scholar, "Is it possible for me to repent" So 
he replied, "What is there that would prevent you from repentance" So he told him to go to 
another land where Allah was worshipped. He began to emigrate to it but died on the way, and 
the angel of mercy was the one to take him. Although this Hadith is about an Israeli, it is even 
more suitable for the Muslim community that their repentance be accepted. Indeed, Allah 
relieved Muslims from the burdens and restrictions that were placed on the Jews, and He sent 
our Prophet with the easy Hanifiyyah way (Islamic Monotheism). As for the honorable Ayah, 



(And whoever kills a believer intentionally), Abu Hurayrah and several among the Salaf said 
that this is his punishment, if Allah decides to punish him. And this is the case with every 
threat that is issued for every sin. For instance, there could be good deeds that this person has 
done that would prevent him from being punished for that, and Allah knows best. Even if the 
murderer inevitably enters the Fire -- as Ibn 'Abbas stated because his repentance was not 
accepted, or he did not have good deedsto save him, he will not remain there for eternity, but 
only for a long time. There are Mutawatir Hadiths stating that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever has the least speck of faith in his heart shall ultimately depart the Fire.) 



(94. Oyou who believe! When you go (to fight) in the cause of Allah, verify (the truth), and say 
not to anyone who greets you: "You are not a believer;" seeking the perishable goods of the 
worldly life. There is much more benefit with Allah. Even as he is now, so were you yourselves 
before, till Allah conferred on you His Favors, therefore, be cautious in discrimination. Allah is 
Ever Well-Aware of what you do.) 



Greeting with the Salam is a Sign of Islam 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Ikrimah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A man from Bani Sulaym, who 
was tending a flock of sheep, passed by some of the Companions of the Prophet and said Salam 
to them. They said (to each other), ' He only said Salam to protect himself from us.' Then they 
attacked him and killed him. They brought his sheep to the Prophet , and this Ayah was 
revealed, 



(0 you who believe!), until the end of the Ayah." At-Tirmidhi recorded this in his (chapter on) 
Tafsir, and said, "This Hadith is Hasan, and it is also reported from Usamah bin Zayd." Al-Hakim 
also recorded it and said, "Its chain is Sahih, but they did not collect it." Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Ibn ' Abbas commented; 



(and say not to anyone who greets you: "You are not a believer;"), "A man was tending his 
sheep and the Muslims caught up with him. He said, 'As-Salamu 'Alaykum.' However, they 
killed him and took his sheep. Allah revealed the Ayah; 



(And say not to anyone who greets you: "You are not a believer; seeking the perishable goods of 
the worldly life)." Ibn 'Abbas said; "The goods of this world were those sheep." And he recited, 



(Peace) Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Qa'qa' bin Abdullah bin Abi Hadrad narrated that his 
father 'Abdullah bin Abi Hadrad said, "The Messenger of Allah sent us to (the area of) Idam. I 
rode out with a group of Muslims that included Abu Qatadah, Al-Harith bin Rab' i and Muhallam 
bin Juthamah bin Qays. We continued on until we reached the area of Idam, where ' Amr bin 
Al-Adbat Al-Ashja' i passed by us on his camel. When he passed by us he said Salam to us, and 
we did not attack him. Because of some previous problems with him, Muhallam bin Juthamah 
killed him and took his camel. When we went back to the Messenger of Allah and told him what 
had happened, a part of the Qur'an was revealed about us, 



(Oyou who believe! When you go (to fight) in the cause of Allah), until, 



(Wei I -Aware)." Only Ahmad recorded this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that 
the Messenger of Allah said to Al-Miqdad, 



» 



« 



(You killed a believing man who hid his faith with disbelieving people, after he had announced 
his faith to you. Remember that you used to hide your faith in Makkah before.) Al-Bukhari 
recorded this shorter version without a complete chain of narrators. However a longer version 
with a connected chain of narrators has also been recorded. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Messenger of Allah sent a military expedition under the 
authority of Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad and when they reached the designated area, they found 
the people had dispersed. However, a man with a lot of wealth did not leave and said, ' I bear 
witnessthat there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.' Yet, Al-Miqdad killed him, and a 
man said to him, ' You killed a man after he proclaimed: "There is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah. By Allah I will mention what you did to the Prophet .' When they went back to the 
Messenger of Allah, they said, ' Messenger of Allah! Al-Miqdad killed a man who testified that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.' He said, 



: » 

« 

(Summon Al-Miqdad before me. O Miqdad! Did you kill a man who proclaimed, "There is no 
deity worthy of worship except Allah" What would you do when you face, "There is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah tomorrow") Allah then revealed; 



(0 you who believe! When you go (to fight) in the cause of Allah, verify (the truth), and say not 
to anyone who greets you: "You are not a believer;" seeking the perishable goods of the worldly 
life. There are much more profits and booties with Allah. Even as he is now, so were you 
yourselves before till Allah conferred on you His Favors, therefore, be cautious in 
discrimination). The Messenger of Allah said to Al-Miqdad, 



» 



« 



(He was a believing man who hid his faith among disbelieving people, and he announced his 
faith to you, but you killed him, although you used to hide your faith before, in Makkah.)" 
Allah's statement, 



(There is much more benefit with Allah.) means, better than what you desired of worldly 
possessions which made you kill the one who greeted you with the Salam and pronounced his 
faith to you. Yet, you ignored all this and accused him of hypocrisy, to acquire the gains of this 
life. However, the pure wealth with Allah is far better than what you acquired. Allah's 
statement, 



(so were you yourselves before, till Allah conferred on you His Favors.) means, beforehand, you 
used to be in the same situation like this person who hid his faith from his people. We 
mentioned the relevant Hadiths above. Allah said, 



(And remember when you were few and were reckoned weak in the land). ' Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr commented about Allah's statement, 



(so were you yourselves before), "You used to hide your faith, just as this shepherd hid his 
faith." Allah said, 



(therefore, be cautious in discrimination), then said, 



(Allah is Ever Well-Aware of what you do.) and this part of the Ayah contains a threat and a 
warning, as Sa' id bin Jubayr stated. 



(95. Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled, and 
those who strive hard and fight in the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has 
preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with their wealth and their lives above 
those who sit (at home). Unto each, Allah has promised good (Paradise), but Allah has 
preferred those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home), by a huge reward.) 
(96. Degrees of (higher) grades from Him, and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



The Mujahid and those Who Do not Join Jihad are Not the Same, 

[and Jihad is Fard Kifayah] 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "When the Ayah, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home),) was revealed, the Messenger of Allah 
called Zayd and commanded him to write it. Then, Ibn Umm Maktum came and mentioned that 
he was blind. Allah revealed, 



(except those who are disabled (by injury or are blind or lame))." Al-Bukhari recorded that Sahl 
bin Sa' d As-Sa' di said, "I saw Marwan bin Al-Hakam sitting in the Masjid. I came and sat by his 
side. He told us that Zayd bin Thabit told him that Allah's Messenger dictated this Ayah to him, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled, and 
those who strive hard and fight in the cause of Allah) Ibn Umm Maktum came to the Prophet as 
he was dictating that very Ayah to me. Ibn Umm Maktum said, " O Allah's Messenger! By Allah, if 
I had power, I would surely take part in Jihad.' He was a blind man. 3d Allah sent down 
revelation to His Messenger while his thigh was on mine and it became so heavy for me that I 
feared that my thigh would be broken. That ended after Allah revealed, 



(except those who are disabled)." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. At-Tirmidhi recorded that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled), refers 
to those who did not go to the battle of Badr and those who went to Badr. When the battle of 
Badr was about to occur, Abu Ahmad bin Jahsh and Ibn Umm Maktum said, 'We are blind, 
Messenger of Allah! Do we have an excuse' The Ayah, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled) was 
revealed. Allah made those who fight, above those who sit in their homes not hindered by 
disability. 



(but Allah has preferred those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home), by a 
huge reward. Degrees of (higher) grades from Him), above the believers who sit at home 
without a disability hindering them." This is the wording recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, 
"Hasan Gharib. Allah's statement, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home),) this is general. Soon after, the 
revelation came down with, 



(except those who are disabled). So whoever has a disability, such as blindness, a limp, or an 
illness that prevents them from joining Jihad, they were not compared to the Mujahidin who 
strive in Allah's cause with their selves and wealth, as those who are not disabled and did not 
join the Jihad were. In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



: (There are people who remained in Al-Madinah, who were 

with you in every march you marched and every valley you crossed.) They said, "While they are 
still in Al-Madinah, Messenger of Allah" He said, 



« » 



(Yes. Only their disability hindered them (from joining you).) Allah said, 



(Unto each, Allah has promised good) meaning, Paradise and tremendous rewards. This Ayah 
indicates that Jihad is not Fard on each and every individual, but it is Fard Kifayah (which is a 
collective duty). Allah then said, 



(but Allah has preferred those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home), by a 
huge reward). Allah mentions what He has given them rooms in Paradise, along with His 
forgiveness and the descent of mercy and blessing on them, as a favor and honor from Him. So 
He said; 



(Degrees of (higher) grades from Him, and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.). In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There are a hundred grades in Paradise that Allah has prepared for the Mujahidin in His cause, 
between each two grades isthe distance between heaven and Earth.) 



(97. Verily, as for those whom the angels take (in death) while they are wronging themselves, 
they (angels) say (to them): "In what (condition) were you" They reply: "We were weak and 
oppressed on the earth." They (angels) say: "Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you 
to emigrate therein" Such men will find their abode in Hell - what an evil destination!) (98. 
Except the weak ones among men, women and children who cannot devise a plan, nor are they 
able to direct their way.) (99. These are they whom Allah is likely to forgive them, and Allah is 
Ever Oft-Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving.) (100. He who emigrates in the cause of Allah, will find on 
earth many dwelling places and plenty to live by. And whosoever leaves his home as an 
emigrant unto Allah and His Messenger, and death overtakes him, his reward is then surely 
incumbent upon Allah. And Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

The Prohibition of Residing Among the Disbelievers While Able to 

Emigrate 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Muhammad bin * Abdur-Rahman, Abu Al-Aswad, said, "The people of 
Al-Madinah were forced to prepare an army (to fight against the people of Ash-Sham during the 
Khilafah of Abdullah bin Az-Zubayir at Makkah), and I was enlisted in it. Then I met " Ikrimah, 
the freed slave of Ibn 'Abbas, and informed him (about it), and he forbade me strongly from 
doing so (i.e., to enlist in that army), and then he said to me, ' Ibn " Abbas told me that some 
Muslims used to go out with the idolators increasing the size of their army against the 
Messenger of Allah . Then, an arrow would hit one of them and kill him, or he would be struck 
on his neck (with a sword) and killed, and Allah sent down the Ayah, 



(Verily, as for those whom the angels take (in death) while they are wronging themselves)." Ad- 
Dahhak stated that this Ayah was revealed about some hypocrites who did not join the 
Messenger of Allah but remained in Makkah and went out with the idolators for the battle of 
Badr. They were killed among those who were killed. Thus, this honorable Ayah was revealed 
about those who reside among the idolators, while able to perform Hijrah and unable to 
practice the faith. Such people will be committing injustice against themselves and falling into 
a prohibition according to the consensus and also according to this Ayah, 



(Verily, as for those whom the angels take (in death) while they are wronging themselves,) by 
refraining from Hijrah, 



(They (angels) say (to them): "In what (condition) were you") meaning, why did you remain 
here and not perform Hijrah 



(They reply: "We were weak and oppressed on the earth.") meaning, we are unable to leave the 
land or move about in the earth, 



(They (angels) say: "Was not the earth of Allah spacious enough for you). Abu Dawud recorded 
that Samurah bin Jundub said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Whoever mingles with the idolator and resides with him, he is just like him.) Allah's 
statement, 



(Except the weak) until the end of the Ayah, is an excuse that Allah gives for this type of 
people not to emigrate, because they are unable to free themselves from the idolators. And 
even if they did, they would not know which way to go. This is why Allah said, 



(Who cannot devise a plan, nor are they able to direct their way), meaning, they do not find 
the way to emigrate, as Mujahid, ' Ikrimah and As-Suddi stated. Allah's statement, 



(These are they whom Allah is likely to forgive them,) means, pardon them for not migrating, 
and here, ' likely' means He shall, 



(and Allah is Ever Oft -Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving). Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, 
"While the Messenger of Allah was praying ' Isha', he said, ' Samr Allahu Liman Hamidah.' He 
then said before he prostrated, 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! Save ' Ayyash bin Abi Pabi'ah. Allah! Save Salamah bin Hisham. Allah! Save Al- 
Walid bin Al-Walid. Allah! Save the weak Muslims. Allah! Be very hard on Mudar tribe. 
Allah! Afflict them with years (of famine) similar to the (famine) years of the time of Prophet 
Yusuf.)" Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu An-Nu' man said that Hammad bin Zayd said that Ayyub 
narrated that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said that Ibn x Abbas commented on the verse, 



(Except the weak ones among men), "I and my mother were among those (weak ones) whom 
Allah excused." Allah's statement, 



(He who emigrates in the cause of Allah, will find on earth many dwelling places and plenty to 
live by.) this encourages the believers to perform Hijrah and abandon the idolators, for 
wherever the believer emigrates, he will find a safe refuge to resort to. Mujahid said that, 



(many dwelling places) means, he will find away out of what he dislikes. Allah's statement, 



(and plenty to live by.) refers to provision. Qatadah also said that, 



(...will find on earth many dwelling places and plenty to live by.) means, Allah will take him 
from misguidance to guidance and from poverty to richness. Allah's statement, 



(And whosoever leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and His Messenger, and death 
overtakes him, his reward is then surely, incumbent upon Allah. ) means, whoever starts 
emigrating and dies on the way, he will acquire the reward of those who emigrate for Allah. 
The Two Sahihs, along with the Musnad and Sunan compilers, recorded that " Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions, and every person will be rewarded 
according to what he has intended. So, whoever emigrated to Allah and His Messenger, then his 



emigration is for Allah and His Messenger. And whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a 
woman to marry, his emigration is for what he emigrated for.) This Hadith is general, it applies 
to Hijrah as well as every other deed. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that a man killed 
ninety-nine people and completed the number one hundred when he killed a worshipper. He 
then asked a scholar if he has a chance to repent. The scholar said, "What prevents you from 
repentance" The scholar told the killer to emigrate from his land to another land where Allah is 
worshipped. When he left his land and started on the migration to the other land, death 
overtook him on the way. The angels of mercy and the angels of torment disputed about the 
man, whereas the former said that he went out in repentance, while the latter said that he did 
not arrive at his destination. They were commanded to measure the distance between the two 
lands and to whichever land he is closer to, he will be considered part of that land. Allah 
commanded that the righteous land to move closer and the land of evil to move farther. The 
angels found that he died closer to the land that he intended to emigrate to by a hand-span, 
and thus the angels of mercy captured his soul. In another narration, when death came to that 
man, he moved his chest towards the righteous village that he emigrated to. 



(101 . And when you Darabtum in the land, there is no sin on you if you shorten the Salah if you 
fear that the disbelievers may put you in trial, verily, the disbelievers are ever unto you open 
enemies.) 

Salat Al-Qasr, Shortening the Prayer 

Allah said, 



(And when you Darabtum in the land,) meaning if you travel in the land. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 



(He knows that there will be some among you sick, others Yadribuna (traveling) through the 
land, seeking of Allah's bounty...) 73:20 . Allah's statement, 



(there is no sin on you if you shorten the Salah (prayer)) by reducing (the units of the prayer) 
from four to two. Allah's statement, 



(if you fear that the disbelievers may put you in trial (attack you)), refersto the typical type of 
fear prevalent when this Ayah was revealed. In the beginning of Islam, and after the Hijrah, 
Muslims used to experience fear during most of their travels. Rather, they restricted their 
movements to large or short military expeditions. During that era, most areas were areas of 
combatant enemies of Islam and its people. But when the prevalent circumstances cease, or a 
new situation is prevalent, decrees of this nature may not be understood, as Allah said; 



(And force not your slave girls to prostitution, if they desire chastity). And His saying; 



(And your stepdaughters, under your guardianship, born of your wives whom you have gone 
into) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ya' la bin Umayyah said, "I asked x Umar bin Al-Khattab about 
the verse: 



(there is no sin on you if you shorten the prayer. If you fear that the disbelievers may put you 
in trial,) e 'Allah granted Muslims safety now' ' Umar said to me, x I wondered about the same 
thing and asked the Messenger of Allah about it and he said, 



« » 

(A gift that Allah has bestowed on you, so accept His gift)." Muslim and the collectors of Sunan 
recorded this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". Al i bin Al-Madini said, "This Hadith is 
Hasan Sahih from the narration of 'Umar, and it is not preserved by any other route besides 



this one, and its narrators are all known." Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded that Abu 
Hanzalah Al-Hadha' said, "I asked Ibn ' Umar about the Qasr prayer and he said, " It consists of 
two Rak' ahs.' I said, what about Allah's statement, 



(if you fear that the disbelievers may put you in trial (attack you),) " We are safe now.' He said, 
'This is the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah ."'. Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said, "We went 
out with the Messenger of Allah from Al-Madinah to Makkah; he used to pray two Rak' ahs until 
we went back to Al-Madinah." When he was asked how long they remained in Makkah, he said, 
"We remained in Makkah for ten days." This was recorded by the Group. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Harithah bin Wahb Al-Khuza* i said, "I prayed behind the Prophet for the Zuhr and ' Asr 
prayers in Mina, when the people were numerous and very safe, and he prayed two Rak'ahs." 
This was recorded by the Group, with the exception of Ibn Majah. Al-Bukhari's narration of this 
Hadith reads, "The Prophet led us in the prayer at Mina during the peace period by offering two 
Rak' ahs. " 



(102. When you (0 Messenger Muhammad ) are among them, and lead them in Salah, let one 
party of them stand up in prayer with you, taking their arms with them; when they finish 
their prostrations, let them take their positions in the rear and let the other party come up 
which have not yet prayed, and let them pray with you, taking all the precautions and bearing 
arms. Those who disbelieve wish, if you were negligent of your arms and your baggage, to 
attack you in a single rush, but there is no sin on you if you put away your arms because of the 
inconvenience of rain or because you are ill, but take every precaution for yourselves. Verily, 
Allah has prepared a humiliating torment for the disbelievers.) 



The Description of The Fear Prayer 

The Fear prayer has different forms, for the enemy is sometimes in the direction of the Qiblah 
and sometimes in another direction. The Fear prayer consists sometimes of four Rak' ahs, three 
Rak' ahs, as for Maghrib, and sometimes two Rak' ah like Fajr and prayer during travel. The 
Fear prayer is sometimes prayed in congregation, but when the battle is raging, congregational 
prayer may not be possible. In this case, they pray each by himself, facing the Qiblah or 
otherwise, riding or on foot. In this situation, they are allowed to walk and fight, all the while 
performing the acts of the prayer. Some scholars said that in the latter case, they pray only 
one Rak' ah, for Ibn 'Abbas narrated, "By the words of your Prophet , Allah has ordained the 
prayer of four Rak' ah while residing, two Rak' ah during travel, and one Rak' ah during fear." 
Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded it. This is also the view of Ahmad bin 
Hanbal. Al-Mundhiri said, "This is the saying of ' Ata', Jabir, Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Al-Hakam, 
Qatadah and Hammad; and Tawus and Ad-Dahhak also prefered it." Abu ' Asim AI-'Abadi 
mentioned that Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi said the Fajr prayer also becomes one Rak' ah 
during fear. This is also the opinion of Ibn Hazm. Ishaq bin Rahwayh said, "When a battle is 
raging, one Rak' ah during which you nod your head is sufficient for you. If you are unable, then 
one prostration is sufficient, because the prostration is remembrance of Allah." 



The Reason behind Revealing this Ayah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu ' Ayyash Az-Zuraqi said, "We were with the Messenger of Allah 
in the area of ' Usfan (a well known place near Makkah), when the idolators met us under the 
command of Khalid bin Al-Walid, and they were between us and the Qiblah. The Messenger of 
Allah led us in Zuhr prayer, and the idolators said, 'They were busy with something during 
which we had a chance to attack them.' They then said, ' Next, there will come a prayer (" Asr) 
that is dearer to them than their children and themselves.' However, Jibril came down with 
these Ayat between the prayers of Zuhr and 'Asr, 



(When you (0 Messenger Muhammad ) are among them, and lead them in Salah (prayer)). When 
the time for prayer came, the Messenger of Allah commanded Muslims to hold their weapons 
and he made us stand in two lines behind him. When he bowed, we all bowed behind him. 
When he raised his head, we all raised our heads. The Prophet then prostrated with the line 
that was behind him while the rest stood in guard. When they finished with the prostration and 
stood up, the rest sat and performed prostration, while those who performed it stood up in 
guard after the two lines exchanged position. The Prophet then bowed and they all bowed 
after him, then raised their heads after he raised his head. Then the Prophet performed 
prostration with the line that was behind him, while the rest stood in guard. When those who 
made prostration sat, the rest prostrated. The Prophet then performed the Taslim and ended 
the prayer. The Messenger of Allah performed this prayer twice, once in ~ Usfan and once in the 
land of Banu Sulaym."' This is the narration recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, and it has an 
authentic chain of narration and many other texts to support it. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Once the Prophet led the Fear prayer and the people stood behind him. He said 
Allahu-Akbar and the people said the same. He bowed and some of them bowed. Then he 
prostrated and they also prostrated. Then he stood for the second Rak' ah and those who had 



prayed the first Rak' ah left and guarded their brothers. The second party joined him and 
performed bowing and prostration with him. All the people were in prayer, but they were 
guarding one another during the prayer." Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said 
that the Messenger of Allah led them in the Fear prayer. A group of them stood before him and 
a group behind him. The Prophet led those who were behind him with one Rak' ah and two 
prostrations. They then moved to the position of those who did not pray, while the others 
stood in their place, and the Messenger of Allah performed one Rak' ah and two prostrations 
and then said the Salam. Therefore, the Prophet prayed two Rak' ah while they prayed one. 
An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith, while Muslim collected other wordings for it. Collectors of the 
Sahih, Sunan and Musnad collections recorded this in a Hadith from Jabir. Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Salim said that his father said, 



(When you (0 Messenger Muhammad ) are among them, and lead them in Salah (prayer)) refers 
to the Fear prayer. The Messenger of Allah led one group and prayed one Rak' ah, while the 
second group faced the enemy. Then the second group that faced the enemy came and Allah's 
Messenger led them, praying one Rak' ah, and then said the Salam. Each of the two groupsthen 
stood up and prayed one more Rak' ah each (while the other group stood in guard)." The Group 
collected this Hadith with Ma* mar in its chain of narrators. This Hadith also has many other 
chains of narration from several Companions, and Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah collected 
these various narrations, as did Ibn Jarir. As for the command to hold the weapons during the 
Fear prayer, a group of scholars said that it is obligatory according to the Ayah. What testifies 
to this isthat Allah said; 



(But there is no sin on you if you put away your arms because of the inconvenience of rain or 
because you are ill, but take every precaution for yourselves) meaning, so that when 
necessary, you will be able to get to your weapons easily, 



(Verily, Allah has prepared a humiliating torment for the disbelievers) 



(103. When you have finished the Salah, remember Allah standing, sitting down, and on your 
sides, but when you are free from danger, perform the Salah. Verily, Salah is kitaban on the 
believers at fixed hours.) (104. And don't be weak in the pursuit of the enemy; if you are 
suffering (hardships) then surely they (too) are suffering (hardships) as you are suffering, but 
you have a hope from Allah (for the reward, i.e. Paradise) that for which they hope not; and 
Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) 



The Order for Ample Remembrance After the Fear Prayer 

Allah commands Dhikr after finishing the Fear prayer, in particular, even though such Dhikr is 
encouraged after finishing other types of prayer in general. In the case of Fear prayer, Dhikr is 
encouraged even more because the pillars of the prayer are diminished since they move about 
while performing it, etc., unlike other prayers. Allah said about the Sacred Months, 



(so wrong not yourselves therein), even though injustice is prohibited all year long. However, 
injustice is particularly outlawed during the Sacred Months due to their sanctity and honor. So 
Allah's statement, 



(When you have finished Salah, remember Allah standing, sitting down, and on your sides,) 
means, in all conditions, 



(But when you are free from danger perform the Salah.) when you are safe, tranquil and fear 
subsides, 



(perform the Salah) by performing it as you were commanded; fulfilling its obligations, with 
humbleness, completing the bowing and prostration positions etc. Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the Salah is Kitaban on the believers at fixed hours.) means, enjoined, as Ibn 'Abbas 
stated. Ibn ' Abbas also said, "The prayer has a fixed time, just as the case with Hajj." Smilar is 
reported from Mujahid, Salim bin " Abdullah, " AM bin Al-Husayn, Muhammad bin Al i , Al-Hasan, 
Muqatil. As-Suddi and ' Atiyah Al-' Awfi. 



The Encouragement to Pursue the Enemy Despite Injuries 

Allah's statement, 



(And don't be weak in the pursuit of the enemy;) means, do not weaken your resolve in pursuit 
of your enemy. Rather, pursue them vigorously, fight them and be wary of them. 



(if you are suffering then surely they are suffering as you are suffering,) meaning, just as you 
suffer from injuries and death, the same happens to the enemy. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(If you suffer a harm, be sure a similar harm has struck the others). Allah then said, 



(but you have a hope from Allah that for which they hope not;) meaning, you and they are 
equal regarding the injuries and pain that you suffer from. However, you hope for Allah's 
reward, victory and aid, just as He has promised you in His Book and by the words of his 
Messenger . Surely, Allah's promise is true. On the other hand, your enemies do not have hope 
for any of this. So, it is you, not they, who should be eager to fight so that you establish the 
Word of Allah and raise it high, i 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) means, He is most knowledgeable and wise in all 
what He decides, decrees, wills and acts on concerning various worldly and religious 
ordainments, and He is worthy of praise in all conditions. 



(105. Surely, We have sent down to you (0 Muhammad ) the Book in truth that you might judge 
between men by that which Allah has shown you, so be not a pleader for the treacherous.) 
(106. And seek the forgiveness of Allah, certainly, Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
(107. And argue not on behalf of those who deceive themselves. Verily, Allah does not like 
anyone who is a betrayer, sinner.) (108. They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they 
cannot hide (them) from Allah; for He is with them (by His knowledge), when they plot by night 
in words that He does not approve. And Allah ever encompasses what they do.) (109. Lo! You 
are those who have argued for them in the life of this world, but who will argue for them on 
the Day of Resurrection against Allah, or who will then be their defender) 

The Necessity of Referring to What Allah has Revealed for 

Judgement 

Allah says to His Messenger, Muhammad , 



(Surely, We have sent down to you the Book in truth) meaning, it truly came from Allah and its 
narrations and commandments are true. Allah then said, 



(that you might judge between men by that which Allah has shown you,) In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded that Zaynab bint Umm Salamah said that Umm Salamah said that the Messenger of 
Allah heard the noise of disputing people close to the door of his room, and he went out to 
them saying, 



» 



« 



(Verily, I am only human and I judge based on what I hear. Some of you might be more 
eloquent in presenting his case than others, so that I judge in his favor. If I judge in one's favor 
concerning the right of another Muslim, then it is a piece of the Fire. So let one take it or leave 
it.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah said, "Two men from the Ansar came to the 
Messenger of Allah with a dispute regarding some old inheritance, but they did not have 
evidence. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(You bring your disputes to me, but I am only human. Some of you might be more persuasive in 
their arguments than others. I only judge between you according to what I hear. Therefore, 
whomever I judge in his favor and give him a part of his brother's right, let him not take it, for 
it is a part of the Fire that I am giving him and it will be tied around his neck on the Day of 
Resurrection.) The two men cried and each one of them said, ' I forfeit my right to my brother.' 
The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Since you said that, then go and divide the inheritance, and try to be just in your division. 
Then draw lots, and each one of you should forgive his brother thereafter (regardless of who 
got the best share).)" Allah's statement, 



(They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they cannot hide (them) from Allah;) chastises 
the hypocrites because they hide their evil works from the people so that they will not criticize 
them. Yet, the hypocrites disclose this evil with Allah, Who has perfect watch over their 
secrets and knows what is in their hearts. This is why Allah said, 



(for He is with them (by His knowledge), when they plot by night in words that He does not 
approve. And Allah ever encompasses what they do) threatening and warning them. Allah then 
said, 



(Lo! You are those who have argued for them in the life of this world,) meaning, suppose these 
people gain the verdict from the rulers in their favor in this life, since the rulers judge 
according to what is apparent to them. However, what will their condition be on the Day of 
Resurrection before Allah, Who knows the secret and what is even more hidden Who will be his 
advocate on that Day Verily, none will support them that Day. Hence, Allah's statement, 



(or who will then be their defender) 



(110. And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will 
find Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 111. And whoever earns sin, he earns it only against 
himself. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (112. And whoever earns a fault or a sin and 
then blames it on someone innocent, he has indeed burdened himself with falsehood and a 
manifest sin.) (113. Had not the grace of Allah and His mercy been upon you, a party of them 
would certainly have made a decision to mislead you, but they mislead none except their own 
selves, and no harm can they do to you in the least. Allah has sent down to you the Book, and 
the Hikmah, and taught you that which you knew not. And ever great is the grace of Allah unto 
you.) 

The Encouragement to Seek Allah's Forgiveness, and Warning those 
who Falsely Accuse Innocent People 

Allah emphasizes His generosity and kindness, in that He forgives whoever repents to Him from 
whatever evil they commit. Allah said, 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn " Abbas commented about 



this Ayah, "Allah informs His servants of His forgiveness, forbearing generosity and expansive 
mercy. 3d whoever commits a sin, whether minor or major, 



(but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) even 
if his sins were greater than the heavens, the earth and the mountains." Imam Ahmad recorded 
that " AM said, "Whenever I hear anything from the Messenger of Allah, Allah benefits me with 
whatever He wills of that. Abu Bakr told me, and Abu Bakr has said the truth, that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No Muslim commits a sin and then performs ablution, prays two Rak' ahs and begs Allah for 
forgiveness for that sin, but He forgives him.) He then recited these two Ayat, 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself), and, 



(And those who, when they have committed Fahishah or wronged themselves with evil)." Allah's 
statement, 



(And whoever earns sin, he earns it only against himself.) is similar to His statement, 



(And no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another). 3d no one will avail anyone else. 
Rather, every soul, and none else, shall carry its own burden. This is why Allah said, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) meaning, this occurs due to His knowledge, wisdom, 
fairness and mercy. 



(and taught you that which you knew not.), before this revelation was sent down to you. 
Similarly, Allah said, 



(And thus We have sent to you (0 Muhammad ) a Ruh (a revelation, and a mercy) of Our 
command. You knew not what is t he Book) until the end of the Surah. Allah said, 



(And you were not expecting that the Book (this Qur'an) would be sent down to you, but it is a 
mercy from your Lord). So Allah said; 



(And ever great is the grace of Allah unto you (0 Muhammad )). 



(114. There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders Sadaqah, or 
goodness, or conciliation between mankind; and he who does this, seeking the good pleasure of 
Allah, We shall give him a great reward. (115. And whoever contradicts and opposes the 
Messenger after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the 
believers' way, We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell what an evil 
destination!) 



Righteous Najwa, Secret Talk 

Allah said, 



(There is no good in most of their secret talks) meaning, what the people say to each other. 



(save him who orders Sadaqah (charity), or goodness, or reconciliation between mankind;) 
meaning, except for this type of talk. Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Kulthum bint ' Uqbah 
said that she heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 

« 

(He who brings about reconciliation between people by embellishing good or saying good 
things, is not a liar.) She also said, "I never heard him allow what the people say (lies) except 
in three cases: in war, bringing peace between people and the man's speech (invented 
compliments) to his wife and her speech to her husband." Umm Kulthum bint 'Uqbah was 
among the immigrant women who gave their pledge of allegiance to the Messenger of Allah . 
The Group also recorded this Hadith, with the exception of Ibn Majah. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Ad-Darda' said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Should I tell you what is better than the grade of fasting, praying and Sadaqah) They said, 
"Yes, Allah's Messenger!" He said, 

« » 

(Bringing reconciliation between people.) He also said, 

« » 

(Spoiling the relationship (between people) is the destroyer.) Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi also 
recorded this Hadit h, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". Allah said, 



(and he who does this, seeking the good pleasure of Allah,) with sincerity and awaiting the 
reward with Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, 



(We shall give him a great reward.) meaning, an immense, enormous and tremendous reward. 



The Punishment for Contradicting and Opposing the Messenger and 
Following a Path Other than That of the Believers 

Allah's statement, 



(And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown 
clearly to him.) refers to whoever intentionally takes a path other than the path of the Law 
revealed to the Messenger, after the truth has been made clear, apparent and plain to him. 
Allah's statement, 



(and follows other than the believers' way,) refers to a type of conduct that is closely related 
to contradicting the Messenger . This contradiction could be in the form of contradicting a text 
(from the Qur'an or Sunnah) or contradicting what the Ummah of Muhammad has agreed on. 
The Ummah of Muhammad is immune from error when they all agree on something, a miracle 
that serves to increase their honor, due to the greatness of their Prophet. There are many 
authentic Hadiths on this subject. Allah warned against the evil of contradicting the Prophet 
and his Ummah, when He said, e 



(We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell --- what an evil 
destination!) meaning, when one goes on this wicked path, We will punish him by making the 
evil path appear good in his heart, and will beautify it for him so that he is tempted further. 
For instance, Allah said, 



(Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this Qur'an. We shall punish them gradually from 
directionsthey perceive not), 



(So when they turned away (from the path of Allah), Allah turned their hearts away), and, 



(And We shall leave them in their trespass to wander blindly). Allah made the Fire the 
destination of such people in the Hereafter. Indeed, the path of those who avoid the right 
guidance will only lead to the Fire on the Day of Resurrection, as evident by Allah's statements, 



((It will be said to the angels): "Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions 
(from the devils)), and, 



(And the criminals, shall see the Fire and apprehend that they have to fall therein. And they 
will find no way of escape from there). 



(116. Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) with Him, but He 
forgives whom He wills, sins other than that, and whoever sets up partners in worship with 
Allah, has indeed strayed far away.) (117. They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him 
(Allah), and they invoke nothing but Shaytan, a persistent rebel!) (118. Allah cursed him. And 
he Shaytan said: "I will take an appointed portion of your servants.") (119. "Verily, I will 



mislead them, and surely, I will arouse in them false desires; and certainly, I will order them to 
slit the ears of cattle, and indeed I will order them to change the nature created by Allah." And 
whoever takes Shayt an asaWali instead of Allah, has surely suffered a manifest loss.) (120. He 
Shaytan makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaytan's promises 
are nothing but deceptions.) (121. The dwelling of such (people) is Hell, and they will find no 
way of escape from it.) (122. And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, We shall 
admit them to the Gardens under which rivers flow (i.e. in Paradise) to dwell therein forever. 
Allah's promise is the truth; and whose words can be truer than those of Allah) 



Shirk Shall not be Forgiven, in Reality the Idolators Worship 

Shaytan 

We talked about Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) with Him, but He forgives 
whom He wills, sins other than that,) before and mentioned the relevant Hadiths in the 
beginning of this Surah. Allah's statement, 



(and whoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, has indeed strayed far away.) means, he 
will have taken other than the true path, deviated from guidance and righteousness, destroyed 
himself in this life and the Hereafter, and lost contentment in this life and the Hereafter. 
Juwaybir said that Ad-Dahhak said about Allah's statement, 



(They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him (Allah),) "The idolators claimed that the 
angels are Allah's daughters, saying, 'We only worship them so that they bring us closer to 
Allah.' So they took the angels as gods, made the shapes of girls and decided, 'These (idols) 
resemble the daughters of Allah (i.e., the angels), Whom we worship. '" This is similar to Allah's 
statements, 



(Have you then considered Al-Lat and Al-' Uzza) 



(And they make the angels who themselves are servants of the Most Gracious (Allah) females) 
and, 



(And they have invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn). Allah's statement, 



(and they invoke nothing but Shaytan, a persistent rebel!) means, Shaytan has commanded 
them to do this and made it seem fair and beautiful in their eyes. Consequently, they are 
worshipping Shaytan in reality, just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan) Allah said 
that, on the Day of Resurrection, the angels shall proclaim about the idolatorswho worshipped 
them in this life: 



(Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn; most of them were believers in them). Allah's 
statement, 



(Allah cursed him), means, He expelled him and banished him from His mercy and His grace. 



(I will take an appointed portion of your servants) means, a fixed and known share. Muqatil bin 
Hayyan commented, "From every one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine will go to the 
Fire and one to Paradise." 



(Verily, I will mislead them) from the true path, 



(and surely, I will arouse in them false desires;) tempting them to feign repentance, arousing 
false hopes in them, encouraging them to delay and procrastinate with righteous deeds, 
deceiving them. 



(and certainly, I will order them to slit the ears of cattle,) meaning, slitting their ears to 
designate them as Bahirah, Sa'ibah, and a Wasilah, as Qatadah and As-Suddi stated. 



(And indeed I will order them to change the nature created by Allah.) means tattooing, 
according to Al-Hasan bin Abi Al-Hasan Al-Basri. In hisSahih, Muslim recorded the prohibition of 
tattooing the face, which in one of its wordings states: "May Allah curse whoever does this." It 
is also recorded in the Sahih that Ibn Mas' ud said, "May Allah curse those who have tattoos and 
those who do it, who pluck their (facial) hairs and the one who does it for them, and those who 
make spaces between their teeth for the purpose of beauty, changing what Allah has created." 
He then said, "Why should not I curse whom the Messenger of Allah has cursed, when the Book 
of Allah commands it," referring to the Ayah, 



(And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain 
(from it)). Allah's statement, 



(And whoever takes Shaytan as a Wali (protector or helper) instead of Allah, has surely suffered 
a manifest loss.) means, he will have lost this life and the Hereafter. Indeed, this is a type of 
lossthat cannot be compensated or restored. Allah's statement, 



(He Shaytan makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires;) explains the true 
reality. Surely, Shaytan deceitfully promises his supporters and tempts them into believing that 
they are winners in this and the Hereafter. This is why Allah said, 



(and Shaytan's promises are nothing but deceptions.) Allah statesthat on the Day of Return, 



(And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a promise 
of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over you), until, 



(Verily, there is a painful torment for the wrongdoers.) Allah's statement, 



(of such (people)) refers to those who like and prefer what Shaytan is promising and assuring 
them of, 



(The dwelling of such (people) is Hell), as their destination and abode on the Day of 
Resurrection, 



(and they will find no way of escape from it.), meaning, they will not be able to avoid, avert, 
evade or elude the Hellfire. 



The Reward of Righteous Believers 

Allah then mentions the condition of the content righteous believers and the perfect honor 
they will earn in the end. Allah said, 



(And those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) meaning, their hearts were truthful and 
their limbs obedient with the righteous acts they were commanded, all the while abandoning 
the evil they were prohibited from doing. 



(We shall admit them to Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise)) meaning, they will think 
of where they want these rivers to flow and they will flow there, 



(to dwell therein forever), without end or being removed from it. 



(Allah's promise is the truth), meaning, this is a true promise from Allah, and verily, Allah's 
promise shall come to pass. Allah then said, 



(and whose words can be truer than those of Allah) meaning, none is more truthful in 
statement and narration than Allah. There is no deity worthy of worship, or Lord except Him. 
The Messenger of Allah used to proclaim in his speech, 



» 



« 

(The most truthful speech is Allah's Speech, and the best guidance is the guidance of 
Muhammad. The worst matters are the newly invented (in religion), every newly invented 
matter is an innovation, and every innovation is a heresy, and every heresy is in the Fire.) 



(123. It will not be in accordance with your desires, nor those of the People of the Scripture, 
whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof, and he will not find any protector or 
helper besides Allah.) (124. And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or female, and is a 
believer, such will enter Paradise and not the least injustice, even to the size of a Naqir, will 
be done to them.) (125. And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face 
(himself) to Allah; and he is a Muhsin (a doer of good). And follows the religion of Ibrahim the 
Hanif (Monot heist). And Allah did take Ibrahim as a Khalil (an intimate friend)!) (126. And to 
Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever 
Encompassing all things.) 

Success is Only Achieved by Performing Righteous Deeds, not 

Wishful Thinking 



Qatadah said, "We were told that the Muslims and the People of the Scriptures mentioned their 
own virtues to each other. People of the Scriptures said, 'Our Prophet came before your 
Prophet and our Book before your Book. Therefore, we should have more right to Allah than 
you have.' Muslims said, * Rather, we have more right to Allah than you, our Prophet isthe Final 
Prophet and our Book supersedes all the Books before it.' Allah sent down, 



(It will not be in accordance with your desires (Muslims), nor those of the People of the 
Scripture (Jews and Christians), whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof), 



(And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face (himself) to Allah; and he is a 
Muhsin.) Allah then supported the argument of the Muslims against their opponents of the other 
religions." Smilar statements were attributed to As-Suddi, Masruq, Ad-Dahhak and Abu Salih. 
AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on this Ayah 4:123 , "The followers of various 
religions disputed, the people of the Tawrah said, 'Our Book isthe best Book and our Prophet 
(Musa) is the best Prophet. ' The people of the Injil said similarly, the people of Islam said, 
'There is no religion except Islam, our Book has abrogated every other Book, our Prophet isthe 
Final Prophet, and you were commanded to believe in your Books and adhere to our Book.' 
Allah judged between them, saying, o 



(It will not be in accordance with your desires, nor those of the People of the Scripture, 
whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof)." This Ayah indicates that the religion 
is not accepted on account of wishful thinking or mere hopes. Rather, the accepted religion 
relies on what resides in the heart and which is made truthful through actions. It is not true 
that when one utters a claim to something, he attains it merely on account of his claim. It is 
not true that every person who claims to be on the truth is considered as such, merely on 
account of his words, until his claim gains merit with proof from Allah. Hence Allah's 
statement, 



(It will not be in accordance with your desires, nor those of the People of the Scripture, 
whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof), meaning safety will not be acquired 
by you or them just by wishful thinking. Rather, the key is in obeying Allah and following what 
He has legislated through the words of His honorable Messengers. This is why Allah said 
afterwards, 



(whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof,) Similarly, Allah said, 



(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom, shall see it. And whosoever does evil 
equal to the weight of an atom, shall see it.) and it was reported that when these Ayat were 
revealed, they became hard on many Companions. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ' A'ishah said, "I 
said, '0 Messenger of Allah! I know the hardest Ayah in the Qur'an.' He said, 'What is it, 
' A'ishah!' I said, 



(whoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof,) He said, 



» 



« 



(That is what strikes the believing servant, even the problems that bother him.)" Ibn Jarir and 
Abu Dawud also recorded this Hadith. Sa' id bin Mansur recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "When 
the Ayah, 



(whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof,) was revealed, it was hard on 
Muslims. The Messenger of Allah said to them, 



» 



« 



(Be steadfast and seek closeness. Everything that afflicts the Muslim, even the thorn that 
pierces his skin and the hardship he suffers, will be an expiation for him.)" This is the wording 
collected by Ahmad through Sufyan bin * Uyaynah. Muslim and At-Tirmidhi also recorded it. 
Allah's statement, 



(and he will not find any protector or helper besides Allah,) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn " Abbas said; "Unless he repents and Allah forgives him." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded it. Allah 
then said, 



(And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or female, and is a believer). Allah mentions 
the recompense for evil actions and that He will surely inflict its punishment on the servant, 
either in this life, which is better for him, or in the Hereafter, we seek refuge with Allah from 
this end. We also beg Allah for our well-being in this life and the Hereafter and for His 
forgiveness, mercy and pardon. Allah then mentions His kindness, generosity and mercy in 
accepting the good deeds from His servants, whether male or female, with the condition that 
they embrace the faith. He also stated that He will admit the believers into Paradise and will 
not withhold any of their righteous deeds, even the weight of a Naqir - speck on the back of a 
date-stone. Earlier, we discussed the Fatil - the scalish thread in the long slit of a date-stone, 
and both of these, along with the Qitmir -- the thin membrane over the date-stone were 
mentioned in the Qur'an. Allah then said, 



(And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face to Allah.) meaning, performs 
the good actions in sincerity for his Lord with faith and awaiting the reward with Allah, 



(and he is a Muhsin) following the correct guidance that Allah legislated in the religion of truth 
which He sent His Messenger with. These are the two conditions, in the absence of which no 
deed will be accepted from anyone; sincerity and correctness. The work is sincere when it is 
performed for Allah alone and it becomes correct when it conforms to the SharTah. So, the 
deed becomes outwardly correct with following the Sunnah and inwardly correct with sincerity. 
When any deed lacks either of these two conditions, the deed becomes null and void. For 
instance, when one lacks the pillar of sincerity in his work, he becomes a hypocrite who shows 
off for people. Whoever does not follow the Sharf ah, he becomes an ignorant, wicked person. 
When one combines both pillars, his actions will be the deeds of the faithful believers whose 
best deeds are accepted from them and their errors erased. Consequently, Allah said, 



(And follows the religion of Ibrahim the Hanif (Monotheist). ) referring to Muhammad and his 
following, until the Day of Resurrection. Allah said, 



(Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and 
this Prophet), and, 



(Then, We have sent the Revelation to you (saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrahim the Hanif 
(Monotheist) and he was not of the Mushrikin). The Hanif, intentionally and with knowledge, 
avoids Shirk, he goes attentively to the truth, allowing no one to hinder him or stop him from 
it. 



Ibrahim is Allah's Khalil 

Allah's statement, 



(And Allah did take Ibrahim as a Khalil (an intimate friend)!) encourages following Ibrahim Al- 
Khalil, because he was and still is an Imam whose conduct is followed and imitated. Indeed, 
Ibrahim reached the ultimate closeness to Allah that the servants seek, for he attained the 
grade of Khalil, which is the highest grade of love. He acquired all this due to his obedience to 
His Lord, just as Allah has described him, 



(And of Ibrahim, the one who fulfilled), 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried him with (certain) commands, which he 
fulfilled), and, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah, obedient to Allah, a Hanif, and he was not one of the 
Mushrikin). Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Amr bin Maymun said that when Mf adh came back from 
Yemen, he led them in the Fajr prayer and recited, 



(And Allah did take Ibrahim as a Khalil!) One of the men present commented, "Surely, the eye 
of Ibrahim's mother has been comforted." Ibrahim was called Allah's Khalil due to his Lord's 
great love towards him, on account of the acts of obedience he performed that Allah loves and 
prefers. We should mention here that in the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri 
said that when the Messenger of Allah gave them his last speech, he said, 



» 



« 

(0 people! If I were to take a Khalil from the people of the earth, I would have taken Abu Bakr 
bin Abi Quhafah as my Khalil. However, your companion (meaning himself) is the Khalil of 



Allah.) Jundub bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali, ~ Abdullah bin ' Amr bin Al-' As and 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
narrated that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Allah has chosen me as His Khalil, just as He has chosen Ibrahim as His Khalil.) Allah's 
statement, 



(And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth.) means, everything 
and everyone are His property, servants and creation, and He has full authority over all of this. 
There is no one who can avert Allah's decision or question His judgment. He is never asked 
about what He does due to His might, ability, fairness, wisdom, compassion and mercy. Allah's 
statement, 



(And Allah is Ever Encompassing all things.) means, His knowledge encompasses everything and 
nothing concerning His servants is ever hidden from Him. Nothing, even the weight of an atom, 
ever escapes His observation in the heavens and earth, nor anything smaller or bigger than 
t hat . 



(127. They ask your legal instruction concerning women. Say: "Allah instructs you about them, 
and about what is recited unto you in the Book concerning the orphan girls whom you give not 
what they deserve and yet whom you desire to marry, and the children who are weak and 
oppressed, and that you stand firm for justice to orphans. And whatever good you do, Allah is 
Ever All -Aware of it.) 



The Ruling Concerning Female Orphans 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ' A'ishah said about the Ayah, 



(They ask your instruction concerning women. Say, "Allah instructsyou about them...) until, 



(whom you desire to marry...) "It is about the man who is taking care of a female orphan, being 
her caretaker and inheritor. Her money is joined with his money to such an extent, that she 
shares with him even the branch of a date that he has. So he likes (for material gain) to marry 
her himself, and hates to marry her to another man who would have a share in his money, on 
account of her share in his money. Therefore, he refuses to let her marry anyone else. So, this 
Ayah was revealed." Muslim also recorded it. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'A'ishah said, "The 
people asked Allah's Messenger (about orphan girls), so Allah revealed, 



(They ask your instruction concerning women. Say, "Allah instructs you about them and about 
what is recited unto you in the Book...") What is meant by Allah's saying, 'And about what is 
recited unto you in the Book' isthe former verse which said, 



(If you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the orphan girls, then marry (other) 
women of your choice.)" " A'ishah said, "Allah's statement, 



(whom you desire to marry...) also refers to the desire of the guardian not to marry an orphan 
girl under his supervision when she lacks property or beauty. The guardians were forbidden to 
marry their orphan girls possessing property and beauty without being just to them, as they 
generally refrain from marrying them (when they are neither beautiful nor wealthy)." The basis 
of this is recorded in Two Sahihs. Consequently, when a man is the caretaker of a female 
orphan, he might like to marry her himself. In this case, Allah commands him to give her a 



suitable dowry that other women of her status get. If he does not want to do that, then let him 
marry other women, for Allah has made this matter easy for Muslims. Sometimes, the caretaker 
does not desire to marry the orphan under his care, because she is not attractive to his eye. In 
this case, Allah forbids the caretaker from preventing the female orphan from marrying 
another man for fear that her husband would share in the money that is mutually shared 
between the caretaker and the girl. 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "During the 
time of Jahiliyyah, the caretaker of a female orphan would cover her with his rope, and when 
he did that, no man would marry her. If she was beautiful and he desired to marry her, he 
married her and took control of her wealth. If she was not beautiful, he did not allow her to 
marry until she died, and when she died he inherited her money. Allah prohibited and outlawed 
this practice. " He also said about Allah's statement, 



(and the children who are weak and oppressed,) that during the time of Jahiliyyah, they used 
to deny young children and females a share of inheritance. So Allah's statement, 



(you give not what they deserve) thus prohibiting this practice and designating a fixed share for 
each, 



(To the male, a portion equal to that of two females..) whether they were young or old, as 
Sa' id bin Jubayr and others stated. Sa' id bin Jubayr said about Allah's statement, 



(and that you stand firm for justice to orphans.) "Just as when she is beautiful and wealthy you 
would want to marry her and have her for yourself, so when she is not wealthy or beautiful, 
marry her and have her for yourself." Allah's statement, 



r(And whatever good you do, Allah is Ever All-Aware of it.) encourages performing the good 
deeds and fulfilling the commandments, and states that Allah is knowledgeable of all of this 
and He will reward for it in the best and most perfect manner. 



(128. And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is no sin on them 
both if they make terms of peace between themselves; and making peace is better. And human 
souls are swayed by greed. But if you do good and have Taqwa, verily, Allah is Ever Well- 
Acquainted with what you do.) (129. You will never be able to do perfect justice between 
wives even if it is your ardent desire, so do not incline too much to one of them so as to leave 
the other hanging. And if you do justice, and do all that is right and have Taqwa, then Allah is 
Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (130. But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide 
abundance for everyone of them from His bounty. And Allah is Ever All-Suf f icient for His 
creatures' needs, All-Wise.) 

The Ruling Concerning Desertion on the Part of the Husband 

Allah states, and thus legislates accordingly, that sometimes, the man inclines away from his 
wife, sometimes towards her and sometimes he parts with her. In the first case, when the wife 
fears that her husband is steering away from her or deserting her, she is allowed to forfeit all 
or part of her rights, such as provisions, clothing, dwelling, and so forth, and the husband is 
allowed to accept such concessions from her. Hence, there is no harm if she offers such 
concessions, and if her husband accepts them. This is why Allah said, 



(there is no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between themselves;) He then said, 



(and making peace is better) than divorce. Allah's statement, 



(And human souls are swayed by greed.) means, coming to peaceful terms, even when it 
involves forfeiting some rights, is better than parting. Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Sawdah feared that the Messenger of Allah might divorce her and she said, '0 
Messenger of Allah! Do not divorce me; give my day to ' A'ishah.' And he did, and later on Allah 
sent down, 



(And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is no sin on them both) 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "Whatever (legal agreement) the spouses mutually agree to is allowed.". At- 
Tirmidhi recorded it and said, "Hasan Gharib". In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 'A'ishah 
said that when Sawdah bint Zam' ah became old, she forfeited her day to 'A'ishah, and the 
Prophet used to spend Sawdah's night with 'A'ishah. There is a similar narration also collected 
by Al-Bukhari. Al-Bukhari also recorded that ' A'ishah commented; 



(And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part), that it refers to, "A man who 
is married to an old woman, and he does not desire her and wants to divorce her. So she says, 
' I forfeit my right on you.' So this Ayah was revealed." 



Meaning of "Making Peace is Better 

Allah said, 



(And making peace is better). 'AM bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah 
refers to, "When the husband gives his wife the choice between staying with him or leaving 
him, as this is better than the husband preferring other wives to her." However, the apparent 
wording of the Ayah refers to the settlement where the wife forfeits some of the rights she has 
over her husband, with the husband agreeing to this concession, and that this settlement is 



better than divorce. For instance, the Prophet kept Sawdah bint ZarrT ah as his wife after she 
offered to forfeit her day for " A'ishah. By keeping her among his wives, his Ummah may follow 
this kind of settlement. Snce settlement and peace are better with Allah than parting, Allah 
said, 



(and making peace is better). Divorce is not preferred with Allah. The meaning of Allah's 
statement, 



(But if you do good and have Taqwa, verily, Allah is Ever Wei I -Acquainted with what you do) if 
you are patient with the wife you dislike and treat her as other wives are treated, then Allah 
knows what you do and will reward you for it perfectly. Allah's statement, 



(You will never be able to do perfect justice between wives even if it is your ardent desire,) 
means, people! You will never be able to be perfectly just between wives in every respect. 
Even when one divides the nights justly between wives, there will still be various degrees 
concerning love, desire and sexual intimacy, as Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ubaydah As-Salmani, Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri and Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim stated. Imam Ahmad and the collectors of the 
Sunan recorded that 'A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah used to treat his wives equally and 
proclaim, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! This is my division in what I own, so do not blame me for what You own and I do not 
own) referring to his heart. This was the wording that Abu Dawud collected, and its chain of 
narrators isSahih. Allah's statement, 



(so do not incline too much to one of them) means, when you like one of your wives more than 
others, do not exaggerate in treating her that way, 



(so asto leave the other hanging. ) referring to the other wives. Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan said that 
Mu' allaqah hanging means, "She is neither divorced nor married." Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever has two wives and inclines to one of them (too much), will come on the Day of 
Resurrection with one of his sides dragging.) Allah's statement, 



(And if you do justice, and do all that is right and have Taqwa, then Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) The Ayah states: If you do justice and divide equally in what you have power 
over, while fearing Allah in all conditions, then Allah will forgive you the favoritism that you 
showed to some of your wives. Allah then said, 



(But if they separate (divorce), Allah will provide abundance for everyone of them from His 
bounty. And Allah is Ever All-Suf f icient for His creatures' needs, All-Wise. ) This is the third 
case between husband and wife, in which divorce occurs. Allah states that if the spouses 
separate by divorce, then Allah will suffice them by giving him a better wife and her a better 
husband. The meaning of, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Suf f icient for His creatures' needs, All-Wise.) is: His favor is tremendous, 
His bounty is enormous and He is All-Wise in all His actions, decisions and commandments. 



(131 . And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And verily, We 
have recommended to the People of the Scripture before you, and to you that you have Taqwa 
of Allah. But if you disbelieve, then unto Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is 
in the earth, and Allah is Ever Rich (free of any needs), Worthy of all praise.) (132. And to Allah 
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever All-Suf f icient as 
Disposer of affairs.) (133. If He wills, He can take you away, O people, and bring others. And 
Allah is Ever All-Potent over that.) (134. Whoever desires the rewards of this life, then with 
Allah is the reward of this worldly life and of the Hereafter. And Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All- 
Seer.) 



The Necessity of Taqwa of Allah 

Allah states that He is the Owner of the heavens and earth and that He is the Supreme 
Authority over them. Hence Allah's statement, 



(And verily, We have recommended to the People of the Scripture before you, and to you) 
meaning, We have recommended to you what We recommended to the People of Scriptures; 
Taqwa of Allah, by worshipping Him Alone without partners. Allah then said, 



(But if you disbelieve, then unto Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth). In another Ayah, Allah said that Musa said to his people, 



("If you disbelieve, you and all on the earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (free of any 
need), Owner of all praise."). Allah said, 



(So they disbelieved and turned away. But Allah was not in need (of them). And Allah is Rich 
(free of any need), Worthy of all praise) meaning, He is far too Rich than to need His servants, 
and worthy of all praise in all His decisions and commandments. The meaning of Allah's 
statement, 



(And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever All- 
Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.) He has perfect watch over every soul, knowing what it 
deserves, He is the Watcher, and Witness of all things. Allah's statement, 



(If He wills, He can take you away, people, and bring others. And Allah is Ever Ali-Potent 
over that.) means, He is able to take you away and replace you with other people if you 
disobey Him. In a similar Ayah, Allah said, 



(And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and they will not be your 
likes) Allah's statement, 



(Whoever desires the rewards of this life, then with Allah is the reward of this worldly life and 
of the Hereafter.) means, O those whose ultimate desire is this life, know that Allah owns the 
rewards of this life and the Hereafter. Therefore, if you ask Allah for both, He will enrich you, 
award you and suffice for you. As Allah said, 



(But of mankind there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in this world!" and for such there 
will be no portion in the Hereafter. And of them there are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in 
this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and save us from the 
torment of the Fire!" For them there will be allot ed a share for what they have earned), 



(Whosoever desires (by his deeds) the reward of the Hereafter, We give him increase in his 
reward), and 



(Whoever desires the quick-passing (transitory enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him 
what We will for whom We like) until, 



(See how We prefer one above another (in this world)). So Allah said here, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Seer.) 



(135. you who believe! 9 and out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be 
against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or poor, Allah is a better Protector 
to both. So follow not the lusts, lest you may avoid justice; and if you Talwu or TV ridu, it, 
verily, Allah is Ever Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) 



Commanding Justice and Conveying the Witness for Allah 

Allah commands His believing servants to stand up for justice and fairness and not to deviate 
from it, right or left. They should not fear the blame of anyone or allow anyone to prevent 
them from doing something for the sake of Allah. They are also required to help, support and 
aid each other for Allah's sake. Allah's statement, 



(as witnesses to Allah) is similar to His statement, 



(And establish the testimony for Allah). Testimony should be delivered precisely, for the sake 
of Allah, thus making the testimony correct, truly just, and free of alterations, changes or 
deletions. This is why Allah said, 



(even though it be against yourselves,) meaning, give correct testimony, and say the truth 
when you are asked about it, even if harm will effect you as a consequence. Indeed, Allah shall 
make a way out and give relief for those who obey Him in every matter. Allah's statement, 



(or your parents, or your kin,) means, even if you have to testify against your parents and kin, 
do not compromise for their sake. Rather, give the correct and just witness even if they are 
harmed in the process, for the truth presides above everyone and is preferred to everyone. 
Allah's statement, 



(be he rich or poor, Allah is a better Protector to both.) means, do not favor someone (in your 
testimony) because he is rich, or feel pity for him because he is poor, for Allah is their 
caretaker, a better Protector of them than you, and has better knowledge of what is good for 
them. Allah's statement, 



(So follow not the lusts, lest you may avoid justice;) means, let not desire, lust or the hatred 
you have against others, lure you into injustice in your affairs. Rather, stand for justice in all 
situations. Allah said; 



(And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to 
piety) when the Prophet sent 'Abdullah bin Rawahah to collect the tax on the fruits and 
produce of the Jews of Khaybar, they offered him a bribe so that he would go easy on them. He 
said; "By Allah! I have come to you from the dearest of the creation to me (Muhammad), and 
you are more hated by me than an equivelent number of apes and swine. However, my love for 
him (the Prophet ) and hatred for you shall not prevent me from being just with you." On that, 
they said, "This (justice) is the basis which the heavens and earth were created. " We will 
mention this Hadith later in Surat Al-Ma'idah (chapter 5) Allah willing. Allah's statement 
afterwards, 



(and if you Talwu or TV ridu) means, "Distort your testimony and change it", according to 
Mujahid and several others among the Salaf. Talwu, includes distortion and intentional lying. 
For instance, Allah said, 



(And verily, among them is a party who Yalwuna (distort) the Book with their tongues (as they 
read)). Tu' ridu, includes hiding and withholding the testimony. Allah said, 



(Who hides it, surely, his heart is sinful) The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The best witness is he who discloses his testimony before being asked to do so.) Allah then 
warned, 



(Verily, Allah is Ever Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) and will reward or punish you 
accordingly. 



(136. you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger, and the Book (the Qur'an) which 
He has sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to those before; and 
whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day, then 
indeed he has strayed far away.) 



The Order to Have Faith after Believing 

Allah commands His faithful servants to adhere to all the elements of faith, its branches, pillars 
and cornerstones. This is not stated as mere redundancy, but from the view of completing faith 
and the continual maintenence of it. For instance, the believer proclaims in every prayer, 



(Guide us to the straight way.) which means, make us aware of the straight path and increase 
us in guidance and strengthen us on it. In this Ayah 4:136 , Allah commands the believers to 
believe in Him and in His Messenger, just as He said elsewhere, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and believe in His Messenger, ). Allah's statement, 



(and the Book which He has sent down to His Messenger,) refersto the Qur'an, while, 



(and the Scripture which He sent down to those before (him);) refersto the previously revealed 
divine Books. Allah then said, 



(and whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day, 
then indeed he has strayed far away.) meaning, he will have deviated from the correct 
guidance and strayed far away from its path. 



(137. Verily, those who believe, then disbelieve, then believe (again), and (again) disbelieve, 
and go on increasing in disbelief; Allah will not forgive them, nor guide them on the (right) 
way.) (138. Give to the hypocrites the tidings that there is for them a painful torment.) (139. 
Those who take disbelievers for friends instead of believers, do they seek honor with them 
Verily, then to Allah belongs all honor). (140. And it has already been revealed to you in the 
Book that when you hear the verses of Allah being denied and mocked at, then sit not with 



them, until they engage in talk other than that; certainly in that case you would be like them. 
Surely, Allah will collect the hypocrites and disbelievers all together in Hell.) 

Characteristics of the Hypocrites and Their Destination 

Allah states that whoever embraces the faith, reverts from it, embraces it again, reverts from 
it and remains on disbelief and increases in it until death, then he will never have a chance to 
gain accepted repentance after death. Nor will Allah forgive him, or deliver him from his plight 
to the path of correct guidance. This is why Allah said, 



(Allah will not forgive them, nor guide them on the (right) way). Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
his father said that Ahmad bin ' Abdah related that Hafs bin Jami' said that Samak said that 
" Ikrimah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented; 



(and go on increasing in disbelief), "They remain on disbelief until they die." Mujahid said 
similarly. Allah then said, 



(Give to the hypocrites the tidings that there is for them a painful torment.) Hence, the 
hypocrites have this characteristic, for they believe, then disbelieve, and this is why their 
hearts become sealed. Allah describes the hypocrites as taking the disbelievers as friends 
instead of the believers, meaning they are the disbelievers' supporters in reality, for they give 
them their loyalty and friendship in secret. They also say to disbelievers when they are alone 
with them, "We are with you, we only mock the believers by pretending to follow their 
religion." Allah said, while chastising them for being friends with the disbelievers, 



(do they seek honor, with them) Allah then states that honor, power and glory is for Him Alone 
without partners, and for those whom Allah grants such qualities to. Allah said, 



(Whosoever desires honor, then to Allah belong all honor), and, 



(But honor belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but the hypocrites 
know not). The statement that honor is Allah's Alone, is meant to encourage the servants to 
adhere to their servitude to Allah and to be among His faithful servants who will gain victory in 
this life and when the Witnesses stand up to testify on the Day of Resurection. Allah's 
statement, 



(And it has already been revealed to you in the Book that when you hear the verses of Allah 
being denied and mocked at, then sit not with them, until they engage in talk other than that; 
certainly in that case you would be like them.) The Ayah means, if you still commit this 
prohibition after being aware of its prohibition, sitting with them where Allah's Ayat are 
rejected, mocked at and denied, and you sanction such conduct, then you have participated 
with them in what they are doing. 3d Allah said, 



((But if you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would be like them.) concerning the 
burden they will earn. What has already been revealed in the Book -- as the Ayah says -- is the 
Ayah in Surat Al-An' am 6 , which was revealed in Makkah, 



(And when you see those who engage in false conversation about Our verses (of the Qur'an) by 
mocking at them, stay away from them). Muqatil bin Hayyan said that this Ayah 4:140 
abrogated the Ayah in Surat Al-An' am, referring to the part that says here, 



((But if you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would be like them), and Allah's 
statement in Al-An' am, 



(Those who fear Allah, keep their duty to Him and avoid evil, are not responsible for them (the 
disbelievers) in any case, but (their duty) is to remind them, that they may have Taqwa). 
Allah's statement, 



(Surely, Allah will collect the hypocrites and disbelievers all together in Hell.) means, just as 
the hypocrites participate in the Kufr of disbelievers, Allah will join them all together to reside 
in the Fire for eternity, dwelling in torment, punishment, enchained, restrained and in drinking 
boiling water. 



(141. Those who wait and watch about you; if you gain a victory from Allah, they say: "Were we 
not with you" But if the disbelievers gain a success, they say (to them): "Did we not gain 
mastery over you and did we not protect you from the believers" Allah will judge between you 
(all) on the Day of Resurrection. And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to 
triumph) over the believers.) 

Hypocrites Wait and Watch what Happens to Muslims 

Allah states that the hypocrites watch and await the harm that occurs to the believers, 
awaiting the time when the Muslim circumstances and religion are dissolved and the state of 
Kufr takes over. 



(if you gain a victory from Allah) triumph, aid and booty, 



(they say, "Were we not with you") trying to come closer to the believers with this statement. 
However, 



(But if the disbelievers gain a success,) by gaining victory over the believers sometimes, just as 
occurred during Uhud, for surely, the Messengers are tested, but the final victory is theirs. 



(they say (to them), "Did we not gain mastery over you and did we not protect you from the 
believers") meaning, did we not help you in secret and try our best to confuse the believers and 
weaken their resolve, until you gained victory over them This statement of the hypocrites is an 
attempt to strengthen relations with the disbelievers, because they pretend to be friends with 
both parties so that they will be safe from their harm, due to their weak faith and lack of 
certainty. Allah said, 



(Allah will judge between you (all) on the Day of Resurrection) meaning, by what He knows 
about you, hypocrites. Therefore, do not be deceived by being shaded under the protection 
of Islamic Law in this life, which is such only out of Allah's wisdom. Surely, on the Day of 
Resurrection, your pretending shall not benefit you, because on that Day, the secrets of the 
souls will be disclosed and the contents of the hearts will be collected. Allah said, 



(And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the believers). * Abdur- 
Razzaq recorded that YasP Al-Kindi said, "A man came to Al i bin Abi Talib and said, 'What 
about this Ayah, 



(And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the believers.) " AM said, 
'Come closer, come closer. Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection, and He 
will not grant victory for the disbelievers over the believers.' " Ibn Jurayj recorded that 'Ata' 
Al-Khurasani said that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the believers.) "Will 
occur on the Day of Resurrection." As-Suddi recorded that Abu Malik Al-Ashja' i said that it 
occurs on the Day of Resurrection. As-Suddi said that "way" means, proof. It is possible that the 
meaning of, 'and never will Allah grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the 
believers', is in this life by being unable to exterminate the believers completely, although they 
sometimes gain victory over some Muslims. However, the Final Triumph will be for the 
believers in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said, 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in the worldly 
life) This provides a rebuttal to the wishes of the hypocrites for the destruction of the 
believers, and their loyalty to the disbelievers, fearing for themselves if they are victorious. In 
another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease (of hypocrisy), they hurry to their 
friendship), until, 



(Regretful) 



(142. Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And when 
they stand up for Salah, they stand with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not 
remember Allah but little.) (143. (They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither 
to these nor to those; and he whom Allah sends astray, you will not find for him away.) 



The Hypocrites Try to Deceive Allah and Sway Between Believers 

and Disbelievers 

In the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah 2 , we mentioned Allah's statement, 



(They (think to) deceive Allah and those who believe). Here, Allah states, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them.) There is no 
doubt that Allah can never be deceived, for He has perfect knowledge of the secrets and what 
the hearts conceal. However, the hypocrites, due to their ignorance, scarce knowledge and 
weak minds, think that since they were successful in deceiving people, using Islamic Law as a 
cover of safety for themselves, they will acquire the same status with Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection and deceive Him too. Allah states that on that Day, the hypocrites will swear to 
Him that they were on the path of righteousness and correctness thinking that such statement 
will benefit them with Allah. For instance, Allah said, 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they 
swear to you) Allah's statement, 



(but it is He Who deceives them) means, He lures them further into injustice and misguidance. 
He also prevents them from reaching the truth in this life and on the Day of Resurrection. Allah 
said, 



(On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let 
us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!") 
until, 



(And worst indeed is that destination). A Hadith states; 

» 

« 

(Whoever wants to be heard of, Allah will make him heard of, and whoever wants to be seen, 
Allah will show him.) Allah's statement, 



(And when they stand up for Salah, they stand with laziness). This is the characteristic of the 
hypocrites with the most honored, best and righteous act of worship, the prayer. When they 
stand for prayer, they stand in laziness because they neither truly intend to perform it nor do 
they believe in it, have humility in it, or understand it. This isthe description of their outward 
attitude! As for their hearts, Allah said, 



(to be seen of men) meaning, they do not have sincerity when worshipping Allah. Rather, they 
show off to people so that they gain closeness to them. They are often absent from the prayers 
that they can hide away from, such as the ' Isha' prayer and the Dawn prayer that are prayed in 
darkness. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



. (The heaviest prayers on the hypocrites are the ' Isha' and Dawn prayers. If they know their 
rewards, they will attend them even if they have to crawl. I was about to order someone to 
pronounce the Adhan for the prayer, then order someone to lead the prayer for the people, 
then order some men to collect fire-wood (fuel); then I would burn the houses around men who 
did not attend the (compulsory congregational) prayer.) In another narration, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(By Him, in Whose Hand my soul is, if anyone of them had known that he would get a bone 
covered with good meat or two (small) pieces of meat between two ribs, he would have turned 
up for the prayer, and had it not been that the houses have women and children in them, I 
would burn their homes around them.) Allah's statement, 



(And they do not remember Allah but little) means, during the prayer they do not feel 
humbleness or pay attention to what they are reciting. Rather, during their prayer, they are 
inattentive, jesting and avoid the good that they are meant to receive from prayer. Imam Malik 
reported that AI-' Ala' bin " Abdur-Rahman said that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(This is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the 
hypocrite. He sits watching the sun until when it goes down between the two horns of the 
devil, he stands up pecks out four Rak' ahs (for ' Asr) without remembering Allah during them 
except little.) Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded it. At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan 
Sahih". Allah's statement, 



((They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these) means that the 
hypocrites are swaying between faith and disbelief. So they are neither with believers inwardly 
or outwardly nor with disbelievers inwardly or outwardly. Rather, they are with the believers 
outwardly and with the disbelievers inwardly. Same of them would suffer fits of doubt, leaning 
towardsthese sometimes and towardsthose sometimes, 



(Whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein, and when darkness covers them, they stand 
still). Mujahid said; 



((They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these) "The Companions of 
Muhammad , 



(nor to those): the Jews." Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn * Umar said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(The example of the hypocrite is the example of the sheep wandering between two herds, 
sometimes she goes to one of them, and sometimes the other, confused over whom she should 
follow.) Muslim also recorded it. This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(and he whom Allah sends astray, you will not find for him a way.) meaning, whomever He 
leads astray from the guidance, 



(For him you will find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right path)) because, 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him). So the hypocrites whom Allah has led 
astray from the paths of safety will never find a guide to direct them, nor someone to save 
them. There is none who can resist Allah's decision, and He is not asked about what He does, 
while they all will be asked. 



(144. O you who believe! Do not take disbelievers as friends instead of believers. Do you wish 
to offer Allah a manifest Sultan against yourselves) (145. Verily, the hyprocrites will be in the 
lowest depth (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find for them.) (146. Except those who 
repent, do righteous good deeds, depend on Allah, and purify their religion for Allah, then they 
will be with the believers. And Allah will grant the believers a great reward.) (147. Why should 
Allah punish you if you have thanked (Him) and have believed in Him. And Allah is Ever All- 
Appreciative (of good), All-Knowing.) 



The Prohibition of Wilayah with the Disbelievers 

Allah forbids His believing servants from taking the disbelievers as friends instead of the 
believers. This includes being friends and associates of the disbelievers, advising them, being 
intimate with them and exposing the secrets of the believers to them. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 



(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as friends instead of the believers, and whoever 
does that, will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from 
them. And Allah warns you against Himself), meaning, He warns you against His punishment if 
you fall into what He has prohibited. This is why Allah said here, 



(Do you wish to offer Allah a manifest Sultan against yourselves) meaning, proof against you 
that warrants receiving Historment. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibn ' Abbas commented; 



(manifest Sultan), "The word Sultan in the Qur'an means proof. " There is an authentic chain of 
narration for this statement, which is also the saying of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and An-Nadr bin ' Arabi. 



The Hypocrites and the Friends of Disbelievers are in the Lowest 
Depth of the Fire, Unless they Repent 



Allah then slat est hat, 



(Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire;) on the Day of Resurrection due 
to their tremendous Kufr. Al-Walibi x AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(in the lowest depths (grade) of the Fire;) means, in the bottom of the Fire. Other scholars said 
that the Fire has ever lower depths just as Paradise had ever higher grades. Ibn Jarir recorded 
that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that, 



(Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths (grade) of the Fire), "Inside coffins of Fire 
that surround them, for they are closed and sealed in them." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that when 
Ibn Mas' ud was asked about the hypocrites, he said, "They will be placed in coffins made of 
fire and they will be closed in them in the lowest depth of the Fire." 



(no helper will you find for them. ) to save them from their misery and painful torment. Allah 
then states that whoever among the hypocrites repents in this life, Allah will accept his 
repentance and sorrow, if his repentance were sincere and he then follows it by performing 
righteous deeds, all the while depending on his Lord. Allah said, a 



(Except those who repent (from hypocrisy), do righteous good deeds, depend on Allah, and 
purify their religion for Allah) replacing showing off with sincerity, so that their good deeds will 
benefit them, even if they were minute. 



(then they will be with the believers.) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(And Allah will grant to the believers a great reward.) Allah then states that He is too Rich to 
need anyone and that He only punishesthe servants because of their sins, 



(Why should Allah punish you if you have thanked (Him) and have believed in Him.) by 
correcting your actions and having faith in Allah and His Messenger , 



(And Allah is Ever All -Appreciative (of good), All-Knowing.) Allah appreciates those who 
appreciate Him, and has knowledge of those whose hearts believe in Him, and He will give 
them perfect rewar. 



(148. Allah does not like that the evil should be uttered in public except by him who has been 
wronged. And Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Knower.) (149. Whether you disclose a good deed or 
conceal it, or pardon an evil, verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful.) 



The Permission to Utter Evil in Public, For One Who Was Wronged 

AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(Allah does not like that the evil should be uttered in public) "Allah does not like that any one 
should invoke Him against anyone else, unless one was wronged. In this case, Allah allows one 
to invoke Him against whoever wronged him. Hence Allah's statement, 



(except by him who has been wronged.) Yet, it is better for one if he observes patience." Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri commented, "One should not invoke Allah (for curses) against whoever wronged 
him. Rather, he should supplicate, ' Allah! Help me against him and take my right from him.'" 
In another narration, Al-Hasan said, "Allah has allowed one to invoke Him against whoever 
wronged him without transgressing the limits." 'Abdul-Karim bin Malik Al-Jazari said about this 
Ayah; "When a man curses you, you could curse him in retaliation. But if he lies about you, you 
may not lie about him. 



(And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered wrong, for such there is no way (of 
blame) against them. )" Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whatever words are uttered by those who curse each other, then he who started it will carry 
the burden thereof, unlessthe one who was wronged transgresses the limit.) Allah said, 



(Whether you disclose a good deed, or conceal it, or pardon an evil; verily, Allah is Ever 
Pardoning, All-Powerful.) Meaning when you, mankind, admit to a good favor done to you, or 
conceal it, and forgive those who wrong you, then this will bring you closer to Allah and 
increase your reward with Him. Among Allah's attributes is that He forgives and pardons His 
servants, although He is able to punish them. Hence Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful.) It was reported that some of the angels who 
carry Allah's Throne praise Him saying, "All praise is due to You for Your forbearing even though 
You have perfect knowledge (in all evil committed)." Some of them supplicate, "All praise is 
due to You for Your forgiving even though You have perfect ability (to punish)." An authentic 
Hadith states, 



» 

« 

(No charity shall ever decrease wealth, and Allah will only increase the honor of a servant who 
pardons, and he who is humble for Allah's sake, then Allah will elevate his grade.) 



(150. Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and wish to make distinction 
between Allah and His Messengers saying, "We believe in some but reject others," and wish to 
adopt a way in between.) (151. They are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for the 
disbelievers a humiliating torment.) (152. And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers 
and make no distinction between any of them (Messengers), We shall give them their rewards; 
and Allah is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Believing in Some Prophets and Rejecting Others is Pure Kufr 



Allah threatens those who disbelieve in Him and in His Messengers, such as the Jews and 
Christians, who differentiate between Allah and His Messengers regarding faith. They believe in 
some Prophets and reject others, following their desires, lusts and the practices of their 
forefathers. They do not follow any proof for such distinction, because there is no such proof. 
Rather, they follow their lusts and prejudices. The Jews, may Allah curse them, believe in the 
Prophets, except ' Isa and Muhammad, peace be upon them. The Christians believe in the 
Prophets but reject their Final and Seal, and the most honored among the prophets, 
Muhammad, peace be upon him. In addition, the Samirah (Samaritans) do not believe in any 
Prophet after Yuwsha' (Joshua), the successor of Musa bin * Imran. The Majus (Zoroastrians) 
are said to believe only in a Prophet called Zoroaster, although they do not believe in the law 
he brought them casting it behind them, and Allah knows best. Therefore, whoever rejects only 
one of Allah's Prophets, he will have disbelieved in all of them, because it is required from 
mankind to believe in every prophet whom Allah sent to the people of the earth. And whoever 
rejects one Prophet, out of envy, bias and personal whim, he only demonstrates that his faith 
in other Prophets is not valid, but an act of following desire and whim. This is why Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers...) Thus, Allah describes these people 
as disbelievers in Allah and His Messengers; 



(and wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers) in faith, 



(saying, "We believe in some but reject others," and wish to adopt a way in between.) Allah 
then describes them; 



(They are in truth disbelievers.) meaning, their disbelief in the Prophet they claim to believe in 
is clear. This is because their claimed faith in a certain Messenger is not true, for had they 
truly believed in him, they would have believed in other Messengers, especially if the other 
Messenger has a stronger proof for his truthfulness. Or at least, they would have st rived hard to 
acquire knowledge of the truth of the other Messenger. Allah said, 



(And We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating torment.) This is just punishment for 
belittling the Prophets whom they disbelieved in, by ignoring what the Prophet brought to 
them from Allah, and because they are interested in the insignificant possessions of this world. 
Or, their behavior could be the result of their disbelief in the Prophet after they were aware of 
his truth, just as the Jewish rabbis did during the time of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah . 
The Jews envied the Messenger because of the great prophet hood that Allah gave him, and as a 
consequence, they denied the Messenger, defied him, became his enemies and fought against 
him. Allah sent humiliation upon them in this life, that shall be followed by disgrace in the 
Hereafter, 



(And they were covered with humiliation and misery, and they drew on themselves the wrath 
of Allah.) in this life and the Hereafter. Allah's statement, 



(And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no distinction between any of 
them,) This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad who believe in every Book that Allah has 
revealed and in every Prophet whom Allah has sent. Allah said, 



(The Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 
believers. All of them believe in Allah.) (2:285). Allah then states that He has prepared great 
rewards for them, tremendous favor and a handsome bounty, 



(We shall give them their rewards;) because of their faith in Allah and His Messengers, 



(and Allah is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful.) for their sin, if they have any. 



(153. The People of the Scripture (Jews) ask you to cause a book to descend upon them from 
heaven. Indeed, they asked Musa for even greater than that, when they said: "Show us Allah in 
public," but they were struck with a bolt of lightning for their wickedness. Then they 
worshipped the calf even after Al-Bayyinat had come to them. (Even) so We forgave them. And 
We gave Musa a clear proof of authority.) (154. And for their covenant, We raised over them 
the mount and (on the other occasion) We said: "Enter the gate prostrating (or bowing) with 
humility;" and We commanded them: "Transgress not on the Sabbath (Saturday)." And We took 
from them a firm covenant.) 



The Stubbornness of the Jews 

Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, As-Suddi and Qatadah said that the Jews asked the Messenger 
of Allah to cause a book to come down to them from heaven, just as the Tawrah was sent down 
to Musa. Ibn Jurayj said that the Jews asked the Messenger to cause books to come down to 
them addressed to so-and-so among them, testifying to the truth of what he was sent with. The 
Jews only asked for this because of their stubbornness, defiance, rejection and disbelief. The 
disbelievers of Quraysh also asked for similar things from the Prophet, as is mentioned in Surat 
Al-lsra 1 , 



(And they say: "We shall not believe in you, until you cause a spring to gush forth from the 
earth for us;) (17:90) Allah said, 



(Indeed, they asked Musa for even greater than that, when they said, "Show us Allah in public," 
but they were struck with a bolt of lightning for their wickedness.) injustice, transgression, 
defiance and rebellion. This part was explained in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(And (remember) when you said: "0 Musa! We shall never believe in you until we see Allah 
plainly." But you were struck by a bolt of lightning while you were looking. Then We raised you 
up after your death, so that you might be grateful.) (2:55,56) Allah's statement, 



(Then they worshipped the calf even after Al-Bayyinat had come to them.) meaning, after they 
witnessed the tremendous miracles and unequivocal proofs at the hand of Musa in Egypt. They 
also witnessed the demise of their enemy, Fir' awn and his soldiers, when they all drowned in 
the sea. Yet soon after, when they passed by a people who were worshipping idols, they said to 
Musa, 



(Make for us a god as they have gods.) Allah explains the story of the Jews worshipping the calf 
in Surat Al-A* raf (7) and Surah Ta Ha (20) after Musa went to meet with his Lord. When Musa 
returned, Allah decreed that in order for the Jews to earn accepted repentance, then those 
who did not worship the calf would have to kill those who worshipped it. They complied with 
this command, and Allah resurrected them afterwards. Allah said here, 



((Even) so We forgave them. And We gave Musa a clear proof of authority. ) Allah then said, 



(And for their covenant, We raised over them the mount,) This was when they refrained from 
implementing the rulings of the Tawrah and refused what Musa brought them from Allah. So 
Allah raised the mountain above their heads and they were ordered to prostrate, which they 
did. Even so, they were looking above when they were prostrating for fear that the mountain 
might fall on them, 



(And (remember) when We raised the mountain over them as if it had been a canopy, and they 
thought that it was going to fall on them. (We said): "Hold firmly to what We have given you.") 
Allah then said, 



(and We said, "Enter the gate prostrating (or bowing) with humility;") meaning that they also 
defied this command in word and action. They were commanded to enter Bayt Al-Quds (in 
Jerusalem) while bowing and saying "Hittah", meaning: * Allah! take from us our sin of 
abandoning Jihad.' This was the cause of their wandering in the desert of Tih for forty years. 
Yet, they entered the House while crawling on their rear ends and saying 'Hintah (a wheat 
grain) in Sha' rah (the hair)'. 



(and We commanded them, "Transgress not the Sabbath (Saturday).") meaning, We commanded 
them to honor the Sabbath and honor what Allah prohibited them on that day. 



t(And We took from them a firm covenant.) meaning, strong covenant. They rebelled, 
transgressed and committed what Allah prohibited by using deceit and trickery, as is 
mentioned in Surat Al-A' raf (7), 



(And ask them about the town that was by the sea.) 



(155. Because of their breaking the covenant, and their rejecting the Ayat of Allah, and their 
killing the Prophets unjustly, and their saying: "Our hearts are Ghulf," nay, Allah has set a seal 
upon their hearts because of their disbelief, so they believe not but a little.) (156. And because 
of their disbelief and uttering against Maryam a grave false charge.) (157. And because of their 
saying, "We killed Al-Masih ' Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah," but they killed him 
not, nor crucified him, but it appeared asthat to them, and those who differ therein are full of 
doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely; they 
killed him not.) (158. But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All- 
Wise.) (159. And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before 
his death. And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.) 



The Crimes of the Jews 

The sins mentioned here are among the many sins that the Jews committed, which caused 
them to be cursed and removed far away from right guidance. The Jews broke the promises 
and vows that Allah took from them, and also rejected Allah's Ayat, meaning His signs and 
proofs, and the miraclesthat they witnessed at the hands of their Prophets. Allah said, 



(and their killing the Prophets unjustly,) because their many crimes and offenses against the 
Prophets of Allah, for they killed many Prophets, may Allah's peace be upon them Their saying: 



("Our hearts are Ghulf,") meaning, wrapped with covering, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, " Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah. This is similar to the what the idolatorssaid, 



(And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings (screened) from that to which you invite us.") 
Allah said, 



(nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief,) It is as if they had given 
an excuse that their hearts do not understand what the Prophet says since their hearts are 
wrapped with coverings, so they claim. Allah said that their hearts are sealed because of their 
disbelief, as we mentioned before in the explanation of Surat Al-Baqarah. Allah then said, 



(so they believe not but a little.) for their hearts became accustomed to Kufr, transgression 
and weak faith. 

The Evil Accusation the Jews Uttered Against Maryam and Their 

Claim that They Killed ' Isa 

Allah said, 



(And because of their (Jews) disbelief and uttering against Maryam a grave false charge.) Al i 
bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas stated that the Jews accused Maryam of fornication. This is 
also the saying of As-Suddi, Juwaybir, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others. This meaning is 
also apparent in the Ayah, as the Jews accused Maryam and her son of grave accusations: They 
accused her of fornication and claimed that " Isa was an illegitimate son. Some of them even 



claimed that she was menstruating while fornicating. May Allah's continued curse be upon them 
until the Day of Resurrection. The Jews also said, 



("We killed Al-Masih, " Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,") meaning, we killed the 
person who claimed to be the Messenger of Allah. The Jews only uttered these words in jest 
and mockery, just as the polyt heists said, 



(0 you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been sent down! Verily, you are a mad man!) When 
Allah sent * Isa with proofs and guidance, the Jews, may Allah's curses, anger, torment and 
punishment be upon them, envied him because of his prophet hood and obvious miracles; curing 
the blind and leprous and bringing the dead back to life, by Allah's leave. He also used to make 
the shape of a bird from clay and blow in it, and it became a bird by Allah's leave and flew. 
" Isa performed other miracles that Allah honored him with, yet the Jews defied and bellied 
him and tried their best to harm him. Allah's Prophet * Isa could not live in any one city for long 
and he had to travel often with his mother, peace be upon them. Even so, the Jews were not 
satisfied, and they went to the king of Damascus at that time, a Greek polyt heist who 
worshipped the stars. They told him that there was a man in Bayt Al-Maqdis misguiding and 
dividing the people in Jerusalem and stirring unrest among the king's subjects. The king 
became angry and wrote to his deputy in Jerusalem to arrest the rebel leader, stop him from 
causing unrest, crucify him and make him wear a crown of thorns. When the king's deputy in 
Jerusalem received these orders, he went with some Jews to the house that ' Isa was residing 
in, and he was then with twelve, thirteen or seventeen of his companions. That day was a 
Friday, in the evening. They surrounded x Isa in the house, and when he felt that they would 
soon enter the house or that he would sooner or later have to leave it, he said to his 
companions, "Who volunteers to be made to look like me, for which he will be my companion in 
Paradise" A young man volunteered, but ' Isa thought that he was too young. He asked the 
question a second and third time, each time the young man volunteering, prompting ' Isa to 
say, "Well then, you will be that man." Allah made the young man look exactly like " Isa, while a 
hole opened in the roof of the house, and * Isa was made to sleep and ascended to heaven 
while asleep. Allah said, 



(And (remember) when Allah said: "0 ' Isa! I will take you and raise you to Myself.") When ' Isa 
ascended, those who were in the house came out. When those surrounding the house saw the 
man who looked like ' Isa, they thought that he was x Isa. So they took him at night, crucified 
him and placed a crown of thorns on his head. The Jews then boasted that they killed ' Isa and 
some Christians accepted their false claim, due to their ignorance and lack of reason. As for 
those who were in the house with ' Isa, they witnessed his ascension to heaven, while the rest 
thought that the Jews killed 'Isa by crucifixion. They even said that Maryam sat under the 
corpse of the crucified man and cried, and they say that the dead man spoke to her. All this 
was a test from Allah for His servants out of His wisdom. Allah explained this matter in the 
Glorious Qur'an which He sent to His honorable Messenger, whom He supported with miracles 
and clear, unequivocal evidence. Allah is the Most Truthful, and He is the Lord of the worlds 



Who knowsthe secrets, what the hearts conceal, the hidden matters in heaven and earth, what 
has occurred, what will occur, and what would occur if it was decreed. He said, 



(but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as that to them,) referring to the 
person whom the Jews thought was' Isa. This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow 
nothing but conjecture.) referring to the Jews who claimed to kill 'Isa and the ignorant 
Christians who believed them. Indeed they are all in confusion, misguidance and bewilderment. 
This is why Allah said, 



(For surely; they killed him not.) meaning they are not sure that ' Isa was the one whom they 
killed. Rather, they are in doubt and confusion over this matter. 



(But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful,) meaning, He is the 
Almighty, and He is never weak, nor will those who seek refuge in Him ever be subjected to 
disgrace, 



(All-Wise.) in all that He decides and ordains for His creatures. Indeed, Allah's is the clearest 
wisdom, unequivocal proof and the most glorious authority. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Just before Allah raised ' Isa to the heavens, ' Isa went to his companions, who 
were twelve inside the house. When he arrived, his hair was dripping water and he said, 'There 
are those among you who will disbelieve in me twelve times after he had believed in me.' He 
then asked, 'Who volunteers that his image appear as mine, and be killed in my place. He will 
be with me (in Paradise)' One of the youngest ones among them volunteered and ' Isa asked him 
to sit down. ' Isa again asked for a volunteer, and the young man kept volunteering and ' Isa 
asking him to sit down. Then the young man volunteered again and ' Isa said, ' You will be that 
man,' and the resemblance of ' Isa was cast over that man while ' Isa ascended to heaven from 
a hole in the house. When the Jews came looking for ' Isa, they found that young man and 
crucified him. Some of ' Isa's followers disbelieved in him twelve times after they had believed 



in him. They then divided into three groups. One group, Al-Ya' qubiyyah (Jacobites), said, 
' Allah remained with us as long as He willed and then ascended to heaven.' Another group, An- 
Nasturiyyah (Nestorians), said, 'The son of Allah was with us as long as he willed and Allah took 
him to heaven.' Another group, Muslims, said, 'The servant and Messenger of Allah remained 
with us as long as Allah willed, and Allah then took him to Him.' The two disbelieving groups 
cooperated against the Muslim group and they killed them. Ever since that happened, Islam 
was then veiled until Allah sent Muhammad ." This statement has an authentic chain of 
narration leading to Ibn 'Abbas, and An-Nasa'i narrated it through Abu Kurayb who reported it 
from Abu Mu' awiyah. Many among the Salaf stated that " Isa asked if someone would volunteer 
for his appearance to be cast over him, and that he will be killed instead of ' Isa, for which he 
would be his companion in Paradise. 



All Christians Will Believe in ' Isa Before He Dies 

Allah said, 



(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death. 
And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.) Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 
" Abbas commented, 



(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.) 
before the death of " Isa, son of Maryam, peace be upon him. AI-' Awfi reported similar from 
Ibn " Abbas. Abu Malik commented; 



(but must believe in him, before his death.) "This occurs after ' Isa returns and before he dies, 
asthen, all of the People of the Scriptures will believe in him." 

The Hadiths Regarding the Descent of ' Isa Just Before the Day of 

Judgement, and his Mission 

In the chapter about the Prophets in his Sahih, under, "The Descent of ' Isa, Son of Maryam," Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, the son of Maryam (" Isa) will shortly descend among you as 
a just ruler, and will break the cross, kill the pig and abolish the Jizyah. Then there will be an 
abundance of wealth and nobody will accept charitable gifts any more. At that time, one 
prostration will be better for them than this life and all that is in it.) Abu Hurayrah then said, 
"Read if you will, 



(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death. 
And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.)" Muslim recorded this 
Hadith. So, Allah's statement, 



(before his death) refers to the death of ' Isa, son of Maryam. 

Another Hadith by Abu Hurayrah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

C Isa will say Ihlal from the mountain highway of Ar-Rawha' for Hajj, ' Umrah or both.) Muslim 
also recorded it. Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

C Isa, son of Maryam, will descend and will kill the pig, break the cross, lead the prayer in 
congregation and give away wealth until it is no longer accepted by anyone. He will also 
abolish the Jizyah and go to Ar-Rawha' from where he will go to perform Hajj, " Umrah or 
both.) Abu Hurayrah then recited, 



(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.) 
Hanzalah said, "Abu Hurayrah added, 'Will believe in ' Isa before ' Isa dies,' but I do not know if 
this was a part of the Prophet's Hadith or if it was something that Abu Hurayrah said on his 
own. " Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this Hadith. 



Another Hadith 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(How will you be when Al-Masih, son of Maryam f Isa) descends among you while your Imam is 
from among yourselves) Imam Ahmad and Muslim also recorded this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(The Prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but their religion is one. I, 
more than any of mankind, have more right to " Isa, son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet 
between him and I. He will descend, and if you see him, know him. He is a well-built man, (the 
color of his skin) between red and white. He will descend while wearing two long, light yellow 
garments. His head appears to be dripping water, even though no moisture touched it. He will 
break the cross, kill the pig, and banish the Jizyah and will call the people to Islam. During his 
time, Allah will destroy all religions except Islam and Allah will destroy Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal (the 
False Messiah). Safety will then fill the earth, so much so that the lions will mingle with 
camels, tigers with cattle and wolves with sheep. Children will play with snakes, and they will 
not harm them. ' Isa will remain for forty years and then will die, and Muslims will offer the 
funeral prayer for him.) Abu Dawud also recorded it. 

Another Had it h 

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah related to the Messenger of Allah that he said, 



» 



( ) 



« 

(The (Last) Hour will not start until the Romans occupy Al-A' maq or Dabiq. An army, comprised 
of the best of the people of the earth then, will come from Al-Madinah and challenge them. 
When they camp face to face, the Romans will say, ' Let us fight those who captured some of 
us.' The Muslims will say, ' Nay! By Allah, we will never let you get to our brothers.' They will 



fight them. A third of the (Muslim) army will flee in defeat, and those are the ones whom Allah 
will never forgive. Another third will be killed, and those are the best martyrs before Allah. 
The last third will be victorious, and thisthird will never be stricken with Fitnah, and they will 
capture Constantinople (Istanbul). While they are dividing war booty, after hanging their 
swords on olive trees, Shaytan will shout among them, saying, ' Al-Masih (Ad-Dajjal) has 
cornered your people'. They will leave to meet Ad-Dajjal in Ash-Sham. This will be a false 
warning, and when they reach Ash-Sham, Ad-Dajjal will then appear. When the Muslims are 
arranging their lines for battle and the prayer is called for, ' Isa, son of Maryam, will descend 
and lead them in prayer. When the enemy of Allah (the False Messiah) sees him, he will 
dissolve just as salt dissolves in water, and if any of him were left, he would continue 
dissolving until he died. Allah will kill him with the hand of ' Isa and will show the Muslims his 
blood on his spear.) Muslim recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(You will fight the Jews and will kill them, until the stone will say, ' O Muslim! There is a Jew 
here, so come and kill him.') Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The Hour will not start, until after the Muslims fight the Jews and the Muslims kill them. The 
Jew will hide behind a stone or tree, and the tree will say, " Muslim! servant of Allah! This 
is a Jew behind me, come and kill him.' Except Al-Gharqad, for it is a tree of the Jews.) Muslim 
bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in hisSahih that An-Nawwasbin Sarrf an said, "The Messenger of Allah , 
mentioned Ad-Dajjal one day and kept belittling him (because being blind, yet claiming to be 
Allah) and speaking in grave terms about him until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of 
date-trees (in Al-Madinah). When we went by the Messenger, he sensed this anxiety in us and 
said, 



« » 



(What is the matter with you) We said, * Messenger of Allah! Earlier, you mentioned Ad-Dajjal 
and while belittling him you spoke gravely about him until we thought that he was hiding in 
gardens of date-trees (of Al-Madinah).' He said, 



» 



« 

(I fear other than Ad-Dajjal for you! If he appears while I am still among you, I will be his 
adversary on your behalf. If he appears while I am not among you, each one will depend on 
himself and Allah will be the Helper of every Muslim after me. He is young, with very curly hair 
and his eye is smashed. I thought that he looked like 'Abdul-' Uzza bin Qatan. Whoever lives 
long and meets Ad-Dajjal, then let him recite the beginnings of Surat Al-Kahf. He will appear 
on a pass between Ash-Sham (Syria) and AI-' Iraq. He will wreak havoc to the right and left. 
Servants of Allah! Hold fast.) We said, 'O Messenger of Allah! How long will he stay on earth' 
He said, 



» 



« 



(Forty days: One day as long as a year, one day as long as a month and one day as long as a 
week. The rest of his days will be as long as one of your ordinary days.) We said, * Messenger 
of Allah! As for the day that is like a year, will the prayers of one day suffice for it' He said, 



« » 



(No. Count for its due measure.) We said, * Messenger of Allah, how will his speed be on 
earth' He said, 



» 



) 



( 



« 

(Like the storm when driven by the wind. He will come to a people and will call them (to his 
worship), and they will believe in him and accept his call. He will order the sky and it will rain, 
the land and it will grow (vegetation). Their cattle will return to them with their hair the 
longest, their udders the fullest (with milk) and their stomachs the fattest. He will come to a 
different people and will call them (to his worship), and they will reject his call. He will then 
leave them. They will wake up in the morning destitute, missing all of their possessions. He will 
pass by a deserted land and will say to it, 'Bring out your treasures', and its treasures will 
follow him just like swarms of bees. He will summon a man full of youth and will strike him 
with the sword once and will cut him into two pieces (and will separate between them like) the 
distance (between the hunter and) the game. He will call the dead man and he will come, and 
his face will radiant with pleasure and laughter. Afterwards (while all this is happening with 
Ad-Dajjal), Allah will send Al-Masih (" Isa), son of Maryam down. He will descend close to the 
white minaret to the east of Damascus. He will be wearing garments lightly colored with 
saffron and his hands will be placed on the wings of two angels. Whenever he lowers his head 
droplets fall. Whenever he raises his head, precious stones that look like pearls fall. No 
disbeliever can survive ' Isa's breath, which reachesthe distance of his sight. He will pursue Ad- 
Dajjal and will follow him to the doors of (the Palestinian city of) Ludd where he will kill him. 
A group of people who, by Allah's help, resisted and survived Ad-Dajjal, will pass by ' Isa and he 



will anoint their faces and inform them about their grades in Paradise. Shortly afterwards, 
while this is happening with ' Isa, Allah will reveal to him, ' I raised a people of My creation 
that no one can fight. Therefore, gather My servantsto At-Tur (the mountain of Musa in Snai).' 
Then, Allah will raise Gog and Magog and they will swiftly swarm from every mound. Their 
front forces will reach Lake Tabariah (Sea of Galilee) and will drink all its water. The last of 
their forces will say asthey pass by the lake, ' This lake once had water!' 

Meanwhile, ' Isa, Allah's Prophet, will be cornered along with his companions until the head of 
a bull will be more precious to them than a hundred Dinars to you today. * Isa, Allah's Prophet, 
and his companions will invoke Allah for help and Allah will send An-Naghaf (a worm) into the 
necks of Gog and Magog! The morning will come, and they will all be dead as if it was the 
death of one soul. Afterwards, ' Isa, the Prophet of Allah, will come down with his companions 
to the low grounds (from Mount At-Tur). They will find that no space of a hand-span on the 
earth was free of their fat and rot (rotten corpses). 'Isa, the Prophet of Allah, and his 
companions will seek Allah in supplication. Allah will send birds as large as the necks of camels. 
They will carry them (the corpses of Gog and Magog) and will throw them wherever Allah wills. 
Afterwards, Allah will send rain that no house made of mud or animal hair will be saved from, 
and it will cleanse the earth until it is as clean as a mirror. The earth will be commanded (by 
Allah), 'Produce your fruits and regain your blessing.' Then, the group will eat from a 
pomegranate and will take shelter under the shade of its skin. Milk will be blessed, so much so 
that the milk-producing camel will yield large amounts that suffice for a large group of people. 
Meanwhile, Allah will send a pure wind that will overcome Muslims from under their arms and 
will take the soul of every believer and Muslim. Only the evildoers among people will remain. 
They will indulge in shameless public sex like that of donkeys. On them, the Hour will begin.) 

Imam Ahmad and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded this Hadith. We will mention this 
Hadith again using the chain of narration collected by Ahmad explaining Allah's statement in 
Surat Al-Anbiya' (chapter 21), 



(Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj (Gog and Magog people) are let loose (from their barrier).) In 
our time, in the year seven hundred and forty-one, a white minaret was built in the Umayyad 
Masjid (in Damascus) made of stone, in place of the minaret that was destroyed by afire which 
the Christians were suspected to have started. May Allah's continued curses descend on the 
Christians until the Day of Resurrection. There is a strong feeling that this minaret is the one 
that ' Isa will descend on, according to this Hadith. 



Another Hadith 

Muslim recorded in hisSahih that Ya'qub bin 'Asim bin ' Urwah bin Mas' ud Ath-Thaqafi said, "I 
heard 'Abdullah bin 'Amr saying to a man who asked him, 'What is this Hadith that you are 
narrating You claim that the Hour will start on such and such date.' He said, ' Subhan Allah 
(glory be to Allah),' or he said, 'There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.' I almost 
decided to never narrate anything to anyone. I only said, "Soon, you will witness tremendous 
incidents, the House (the Ka' bah) will be destroyed by fire, and such and such things will 
occur." He then said, 'The Messenger of Allah said, 



« : 

(Ad-Dajjal will appear in my nation and will remain for forty. (The narrator doubts whether it is 
forty days, months, or years). Then, Allah will send down * I sa, son of Maryam, looking just like 
' Urwah bin Mas' ud and he will seek Ad-Dajjal and will kill him. People will remain for seven 
years with no enmity between any two. Allah will send a cool wind from As- Sham that will 
leave no man on the face of the earth who has even the weight of an atom of good or faith, but 
will capture (his soul). Even if one of you takes refuge in the middle of a mountain, it will find 
him and capture (his soul). Afterwards, only the most evil people will remain. They will be as 
light as birds, with the comprehension of beasts. They will not know or enjoin righteousness or 
forbid or know evil. Shaytan will appear to them and will say to them, 'Would you follow me.' 
They will say, 'What do you command us' He will command them to worship the idols. 
Meanwhile, their provision will come to them in abundance and their life will be good. Then 
the Trumpet will be blown and every person who hears it, will lower one side of his head and 
raise the other side (trying to hear that distant sound). The first man who will hear the 
Trumpet is someone who is preparing the water pool for his camels, and he and the people will 
swoon away. Allah will send down heavy rain and the bodies of people will grow with it. The 
Trumpet will be blown in again and the people will be resurrected and looking all about, 
staring. It will be said to them, ' people! Come to your Lord,' 



(But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.) 



» 



« 



(It will then be said, ' Bring forth the share of the Fire.' It will be asked, ' How many' It will be 
said, ' From every one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine.' That Day is when,) 



(the children will turn grey-headed,) and, 



(The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare).)" 

The Description of ' Isa, upon him be Peace 

As mentioned earlier, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Adam narrated that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(If you see Msa, know him. He is a well-built man, (the color of his skin) between red and 
white. He will descend while wearing light yellow garments. His head looks like it is dripping 
water, even though no moisture touched it.) In the Hadith that An-Nawwas bin SaiTf an 
narrated, 



» 



« 



(He will descend close to the white minaret to the east of Damascus. He will be wearing two 
garments lightly colored with saffron, having his hands on the wings of two angels. Whenever 
he lowers his head, drops will fall off of it. Whenever he raises his head, precious jewels like 
pearls will fall off of it. No disbeliever can survive ' Isa's breath, and his breath reaches the 
distance of his sight.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(I met Musa on the night of my Ascension to heaven.) The Prophet then described him saying, 
as I think, 



» 

« 

(He was a tall person with hair as if he was one of the men from the tribe of Shanu'ah. ) The 
Prophet further said, 



« » 



« » 



« » 

f I met ' Isa.' The Prophet described him saying, * He was of moderate height and was red-faced 
as if he had just come out of a bathroom. I saw Ibrahim whom I resembled more than any of his 
children did.') Al-Bukhari recorded that Mujahid said that Ibn ' Umar said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I saw Musa, " Isa and Ibrahim. " Isa was of red complexion and had curly hair and a broad chest. 
Musa was of brown complexion and had straight hair and a tall stature, as if he was from the 
people of Az-Zutt.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Ibrahim said that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar 
said, "The Prophet once mentioned the False Messiah (Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal) to people, saying, 



» 



« 



(Allah is not blind in His Eye. Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal is blind in his right eye. His eye is like a 
protruding grape.)" Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(In a dream, I was at the Ka' bah and Allah made me see a light - colored man, a color that is as 
beautiful as a light - colored man could be, with combed hair that reached his shoulders. His 
hair was dripping water, and he was leaning on the shoulders of two men while circling the 
Ka' bah. I asked, 'Who is this man' I was told, " This is the Al-Masih, son of Maryam.' Behind 
him, I saw a man with very curly hair who was blind in his right eye. He looked exactly as Ibn 
Qatan, and he was leaning on the shoulder of a man while circling the House. I asked, 'Who is 
this man' I was told, 'He is Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal.') Al-Bukhari recorded that Salim said that his 
father said, "No, By Allah! The Prophet did not say that ' Isawasof red complexion but said, 



» 



« 



(While I was asleep circumambulating the Ka' bah (in my dream), I suddenly saw a man of 
brown complexion and ample hair walking between two men with water dripping from his 
head. I asked, 'Who is this' The people said, 'He is the son of Maryam.' Then I looked behind 
and I saw a red-complexioned, fat, curly-haired man, blind in the right eye, which looked like a 
bulging out grape. I asked, 'Who is this' They replied, 'He is Ad-Dajj al.' The person he most 
resembled is Ibn Qatan.)" Az-Zuhri commented that Ibn Qatan was a man from the tribe of 
Khuza' ah who died during the time of Jahiliyyah. This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Allah's 
statement, 



(And on the Day of Resurrection, he (' Isa) will be a witness against them) Qatadah said, "He 
will bear witness before them that he has delivered the Message from Allah and that he is but a 
servant of His." In a similar statement in the end of Surat Al-Ma'idah, 



(And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "0 ' Isa, son of Maryam! Did 
you say unto men...") until, 



(Almighty, the All-Wise.) 



(160. For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for them certain good foods which 
had been lawful for them and for their hindering many from Allah's way;) (161. And their 
taking of Riba though they were forbidden from taking it, and their devouring men's substance 
wrongfully. And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a painful torment.) (162. 
But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge, and the believers, believe in what 
has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you; and those who perform the 
Salah, and give Zakah and believe in Allah and in the Last Day, it is they to whom We shall give 
a great reward.) 

Some Foods Were Made Unlawful for the Jews Because of their 

Injustice and Wrongdoing 

Allah states that because of the injustice and transgression of the Jews, demonstrated by 
committing major sins, He prohibited some of the lawful, pure things which were previously 
allowed for them. This prohibition could be only that of decree, meaning that Allah allowed 
the Jews to falsely interpret their Book and change and alter the information about what was 
allowed for them. They thus, out of exaggeration and extremism in the religion, prohibited 
some things for themselves. It could also mean that in the Tawrah, Allah prohibited things that 
were allowed for them before. Allah said, 



(All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what Isra'il made unlawful for himself 
before the Tawrah was revealed.) We mentioned this Ayah before, which means that all types 
of food were allowed for the Children of Israel before the Tawrah was revealed, except the 
camel's meat and milk that Isra'il prohibited for himself. Later, Allah prohibited many things in 
the Tawrah. Allah said in Surat Al-An' am (chapter 6), 



(And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We forbade 
them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their entrails, or is 
mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their rebellion. And verily, We are 
Truthful.) This means, We prohibited these things for them because they deserved it due to 
their transgression, injustice, defying their Messenger and disputing with him. 3d Allah said; 



(For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful to them certain good foods which had 
been lawful to them, and for their hindering many from Allah's way.) This Ayah states that they 
hindered themselves and others from following the truth, and this is the behavior that they 
brought from the past to the present. This is why they were and still are the enemies of the 
Messengers, killing many of the Prophets. They also denied Muhammad and ' Isa, peace be upon 
them. mAllah said, 



(And their taking of Riba' though they were forbidden from taking it,) Allah prohibited them 
from taking Riba', yet they did so using various kinds of tricks, ploys and cons, thus devouring 
people's property unjustly. Allah said, 



(And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a painful torment. ) Allah then said, 



(But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge...) firm in the religion and full of 
beneficial knowledge. We mentioned this subject when we explained Surah Al " Imran (3). The 
Ayah; 



(and the believers...) refersto the well-grounded in knowledge; 



(believe in what has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you;) Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "This Ayah was revealed concerning ' Abdullah bin Salam, Tha' labah bin Sa' yah, Zayd bin 
Sa' yah and Asad bin " Ubayd who embraced Islam and believed what Allah sent Muhammad 
with. Allah said, 



(and give Zakah,) This could be referring to the obligatory charity due on one's wealth and 
property, or those who purify themselves, or both. Allah knows best. 



(and believe in Allah and in the Last Day,) They believe that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah, believe in Resurrection after death and the reward or punishment for the good or 
evil deeds. Allah's statement, 



(It is they,) those whom the Ayah described above, 



(To whom We shall give a great reward.) means Paradise. 



(163. Verily, We have sent the revelation to you as We sent the revelation to Nuh and the 
Prophets after him; We (also) sent the revelation to Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishaq, Ya'qub, and Al- 
Asbat, (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya' qub) ' Isa, Ayyub, Yunus, Harun, and Sulayman; 
and to Dawud We gave the Zabur.) (164. And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, 
and Messengers We have not mentioned to you, and to Musa Allah spoke directly.) (165. 
Messengers as bearers of good news and warning, in order that mankind should have no plea 
against Allah after the (coming of) Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.) 



Revelation Came to Prophet Muhammad , Just as it Came to the 

Prophets Before Him 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Abi Muhammad said that ' Ikrimah, or Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, related to Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Sukayn and ' Adi bin Zayd said, ' Muhammad! 
We do not know that Allah sent down anything to any human after Musa.' Allah sent down a 
rebuttal of their statement, 



(Verily, We have inspired you (0 Muhammad) as We inspired Nuh and the Prophets after him.)" 
Allah states that He sent down revelation to His servant and Messenger Muhammad just as He 
sent down revelation to previous Prophets. Allah said, 



(Verily, We have inspired you (0 Muhammad) as We inspired Nuh and the Prophets after him,) 
until, 



(...and to Dawud We gave the Zabur. ) The ' Zabur' (Psalms) is the name of the Book revealed 
to Prophet Dawud, peace be upon him. 



Twenty-Five Prophets Are Mentioned in the Qur'an 

Allah said, 



(And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and Messengers We have not mentioned to 
you) Before the revelation of this Ayah. The following are the names of the Prophets whom 
Allah named in the Qur'an. They are: Adam, Idris, Nuh (Noah), Hud, Salih, Ibrahim (Abraham), 
Lut, Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya' qub (Jacob), Yusuf (Joesph), Ayyub (Job), Shu' ay b, 
Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Yunus (Jonah), Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), llyas (Bias), 
Al-Yasa' (Elisha), Zakariya (Zachariya), Yahya (John) and " Isa (Jesus), and their leader, 
Muhammad . Several scholars of Tafsir also listed Dhul-Kifl among the Prophets. Allah's 
statement, 



(and Messengers We have not mentioned to you,) means, Mhere are other Prophets whom We 
did not mention to you in the Qur'an.' 



The Virtue of Musa 

Allah said, 



(and to Musa Allah spoke directly.) This is an honor to Musa, and this is why he is called the 
Kalim, he whom Allah spoke to directly. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah recorded that 
x Abdui-Jabbar bin 'Abdullah said, "A man came to Abu Bakr bin ' Ayyash and said, " I heard a 
man recite (this Ayah this way): "and to Allah, Musa spoke 

directly." Abu Bakr said, ' Only a disbeliever would recite it like this.' Al-A' mash recited it with 
Yahya bin Withab, who recited it with Abu x Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami who recited it with AI i 
bin Abi Talib who recited with the Messenger of Allah , 



(and to Musa Allah spoke directly.)'" Abu Bakr bin Abi Ayyash was so angry with the man who 
recited the Ayah differently, because he altered its words and meanings. That person was from 
the group of MuMazilah who denied that Allah spoke to Musa or that He speaks to any of His 
creation. We were told that some of the MuMazilah once recited the Ayah that way, so one 
teacher present said to him, "0 son of a stinking woman! What would you do concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And when Musa came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him, 
7:143 " The Shaykh meant that the later Ayah cannot be altered or changed. 



The Reason Behind Sending the Prophets is to Establish the Proof 

Allah said, 



(Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning,) meaning, the Prophets bring good 
news to those who obey Allah and practice the good things that please Him. They also warn 
against His punishment and torment for those who defy His commandments. Allah said next, 



(in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the Messengers. And Allah is 
Ever AN-Powerful, All-Wise.) Allah sent down His Books and sent His Messengers with good news 



and warnings. He explained what He likes and is pleased with and what He dislikes and is 
displeased with. This way, no one will have an excuse with Allah. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they would surely have said: "Our 
Lord! If only You had sent us a Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before 
we were humiliated and disgraced.") and, 



(And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) in case a calamity should seize them 
for (the deeds) that their hands have sent forth. ) It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn 
Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No one is more jealous than Allah. This is why He prohibited all types of sin committed in 
public or secret. No one likes praise more than Allah, and this is why He has praised Himself. 
No one likes to give excuse more than Allah, and this is why He sent the Prophets as bearers of 
good news and aswarners.) In another narration, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(And this is why He sent His Messengers and revealed His Books.) 



(166. But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you; He has sent it down 
with His knowledge, and the angels bear witness. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.) (167. 
Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path of Allah; they have certainly 
strayed far away.) (168. Verily, those who disbelieve and did wrong; Allah will not forgive 
them, nor will He guide them to a way.) (169. Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever; 
and this is ever easy for Allah.) (170. mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger 
with the truth from your Lord. So believe in him, it is better for you. But if you disbelieve, then 
certainly to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever All- 
Knowing, All-Wise.) Allah's statement 



(Verily, We have inspired you...) emphasized the Prophet's prophethood and refuted the 
idolators and People of the Scripture who denied him. Allah said, 



(But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you,) meaning, even if they deny, 
defy and disbelieve in you, Muhammad, Allah testifies that you are His Messenger to whom 
He sent down His Book, the Glorious Qur'an that, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise.) Allah then said, 



(He has sent it down with His knowledge,) The knowledge of His that He willed His servants to 
have access to. Knowledge about the clear signs of guidance and truth, what Allah likes and is 
pleased with, what He dislikes and is displeased with, and knowledge of the Unseen, such as 
the past and the future. This also includes knowledge about His honorable attributes that no 
sent Messenger or illustrious angel can even know without Allah's leave. Smilarly, Allah said, 



(And they will never compass anything of His knowledge except that which He wills.) and, 



(but they will never compass anything of His knowledge.) Allah's statement, 



(and the angels bear witness.) to the truth of what you came with and what was revealed and 
sent down to you, along with Allah's testimony to the same, 



(And Allah is All-Stiff icient as a Witness.) Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path of Allah, they have certainly 
strayed far away.) For they are disbelievers themselves and do not follow the truth. They strive 
hard to prevent people from following and embracing Allah's path. Therefore, they have defied 
the truth, deviated, and strayed far away from it. Allah also mentions His judgment against 
those who disbelieve in His Ayat, Book and Messenger, those who wrong themselves by their 
disbelief and hindering others from His path, committing sins and violating His prohibitions. 
Allah st at est hat He will not forgive them; 



(nor will He guide them to a way (that is, of good).) 



(Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever...) and this isthe exception. Allah then said, 



(0 mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger with the truth from your Lord, so 
believe in him, it is better for you.) This Ayah means, Muhammad has come to you with 
guidance, the religion of truth and clear proof from Allah. Therefore, believe in what he has 
brought you and follow him, for this is better for you. Allah then said, 



(But if you disbelieve, then certainly to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth.) 
Allah is far too rich than to need you or your faith, and no harm could ever affect Him because 
of your disbelief. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And Musa said: "If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (Free 
of all needs), Owner of all praise.") Allah said here, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,) He knows those who deserve to be guided, and He will guide 
them. He also knows those who deserve deviation, and He leads them to it, 



(All-Wise) in His statements, actions, legislation and all that He decrees. 



(171. People of the Scripture! Do not exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of Allah 
except the truth. Al-Masih x Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and 
His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him; so believe in 
Allah and His Messengers. Say not: "Three!" Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the only) 
One God, hallowed be He above having a son. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Suf f icient as a Disposer of affairs.) 



Prohibiting the People of the Book From Going to Extremes in 

Religion 

Allah forbids the People of the Scriptures from going to extremes in religion, which is a 
common trait of theirs, especially among the Christians. The Christians exaggerated over " Isa 
until they elevated him above the grade that Allah gave him. They elevated him from the rank 



of prophethood to being a god, whom they worshipped just as they worshipped Allah. They 
exaggerated even more in the case of those who they claim were his followers, claiming that 
they were inspired, thus following every word they uttered whether true or false, be it 
guidance or misguidance, truth or lies. This is why Allah said, 



(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah.) Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Ibn ' Abbas said that ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do not unduly praise me like the Christians exaggerated over ' Isa, son of Maryam. Verily, I am 
only a servant, so say, 'Allah's servant and His Messenger.') This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that a man once said, "0 Muhammad! You are 
our master and the son of our master, our most righteous person and the son of our most 
righteous person..." The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(0 people! Say what you have to say, but do not allow Shaytan to trick you. I am Muhammad 
bin 'Abdullah, Allah's servant and Messenger. By Allah! I do not like that you elevate me above 
the rank that Allah has granted me.) Allah's statement, 



(nor say of Allah except the truth.) means, do not lie and claim that Allah has a wife or a son, 
Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. Allah is glorified, praised, and honored in 
His might, grandure and greatness, and there is no deity worthy of worship nor Lord but Him. 
Allah said; 



(Al-Masih ' Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, which He 
bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) ' Isa is only one of Allah's servants 
and one of His creatures. Allah said to him, " Be', and he was, and He sent him as a Messenger. 
" Isa was a word from Allah that He bestowed on Maryam, meaning He created him with the 
word ' Be' that He sent with Jibril to Maryam. Jibril blew the life of ' Isa into Maryam by Allah's 
leave, and 'Isa came to existence as a result. This incident was in place of the normal 
conception between man and woman that results in children. This is why ' Isa was a word and a 
Ruh (spirit) created by Allah, as he had no father to conceive him. Rather, he came to 
existence through the word that Allah uttered, 'Be,' and he was, through the life that Allah 
sent with Jibril. Allah said, 



(Al-Masih ' Isa , son of Maryam, was no more than a Messenger; many were the Messengers 
that passed away before him. His mother Maryam was a Sddiqah. They both ate food.) And 
Allah said, 



(Verily, the likeness of " Isa before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, 
then (He) said to him: "Be! and he was.) 



(And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her (garment) and We made her and her 
son 'Isa a sign for all that exits.) (21:91) 



(And Maryam, the daughter of ' Imran who guarded her chastity,) and Allah said concerning the 
Messiah, 



(He x Isa was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him.) 

The Meaning of "His Word and a spirit from Him 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar said that Qatadah said that the Ayah, 



(And His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) means, He 
said, 



(Be) and he was. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ahmad bin Snan Al-Wasiti said that he heard 
Shadh bin Yahya saying about Allah's statement, 



(and His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) "" Isa was 
not the word. Rather, ' Isa came to existence because of the word." Al-Bukhari recorded that 
" Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(If anyone testifies that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah Alone Who has no 
partners, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, and that ' Isa is Allah's servant and 



Messenger and His Word which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit created by Him, and that 
Paradise is true and Hell is true, then Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds which 
he performed.) In another narration, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(...through any of the eight doors of Paradise he wishes.) Muslim also recorded it. Therefore, 
x Ruh from Allah', in the Ayah and the Hadith is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth; it is all from 
Him.) meaning, from His creation. v from Him' does not mean that it is a part of Him, as the 
Christians claim, may Allah's continued curses be upon them. Saying that something is from 
Allah, such as the spirit of Allah, the she-camel of Allah or the House of Allah, is meant to 
honor such items. Allah said, 



(This isthe she-camel of Allah...) and, 



(and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it.) An authentic Hadith states, 

« » 

(I will enter on my Lord in His Home) All these examples are meant to honor such items when 
they are attributed to Allah in this manner. Allah said, 



(so believe in Allah and His Messengers.) believe that Allah is One and Alone and that He does 
not have a son or wife. Know and be certain that " Isa is the servant and Messenger of Allah. 
Allah said after that, 



(Say not: "Three!") do not elevate * Isa and his mother to be gods with Allah. Allah is far holier 
than what they attribute to Him. In Surat Al-Ma'idah (chapter 5), Allah said, 



(Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three." But there is none who 
has the right to be worshipped but One God.) Allah said by the end of the same Surah, 



(And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "0 ' Isa, son of Maryam! Did 
you say unto men: 'Worship me'") and in its beginning, 



(Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam.) The Christians, 
may Allah curse them, have no limit to their disbelief because of their ignorance, so their 
deviant statements and their misguidance grows. Some of them believe that " Isa is Allah, some 
believe that he is one in a trinity and some believe that he is the son of Allah. Their beliefs and 
creeds are numerous and contradict each other, prompting some people to say that if ten 
Christians meet, they would end up with eleven sects! 

The Christian Sects 

Sa' id bin Batriq, the Patriarch of Alexandria and a famous Christian scholar, mentioned in the 
year four hundred after the Hijrah, that a Christian Council convened during the reign of 
Constantine, who built the city that bears his name. In this Council, the Christians came up 
with what they called the Great Trust, which in reality is the Great Treachery. There were 
more than two thousand patriarchs in this Council, and they were in such disarray that they 
divided into many sects, where some sects had twenty, fifty or a hundred members, etc.! 
When the king saw that there were more than three hundred Patriarchs who had the same 
idea, he agreed with them and adopted their creed. Constantine who was a deviant 
philosopher -- gave his support to this sect for which, as an honor, churches were built and 
doctrines were taught to young children, who were baptized on this creed, and books were 



written about it. Meanwhile, the king oppressed all other sects. Another Council produced the 
sect known as the Jacobites, while the Nestorians were formed in a third Council. These three 
sects agreed that " Isa was divine, but disputed regarding the manner in which ' Isa's divinity 
was related to his humanity; were they in unity or did Allah incarnate in " Isa! All three of these 
sects accuse each other of heresy and, we believe that all three of them are disbelievers. Allah 
said, 



(Cease! (it is) better for you.) meaning, it will be better for you, 



(For Allah is (the only) One God, hallowed be He above having a son.) and He is holier than 
such claim, 



(To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient 
as a Disposer of affairs,) for all are creatures, property and servants under His control and 
disposal, and He is the Disposer of the affairs. Therefore, how can He have a wife or a son 
among them, 



(He is the originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He have children.) and 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a son. Indeed you have brought forth 
(said) a terrible evil thing.") Up to His saying, 



(Alone.) 



(172. Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah, nor the angels who are the near 
(to Allah). And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all 
together unto Himself.) (173. 3d, as for those who believed and did deeds of righteousness, He 
will give them their (due) rewards and more out of His bounty. But as for those who refused His 
worship and were proud, He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will not find for 
themselves besides Allah any protector or helper.) 

The Prophets and Angels Are Never too Proud to Worship Allah 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 'proud', means insolent. Qatadah said that, 



(Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah nor the angels who are near (to 
Allah).) they will never be arrogant, Allah then said, 



(And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all together unto 
Himself.) on the Day of Resurrection. Then, Allah will judge between them with His just 
judgment that is never unjust or wrong. 



(So, as for those who believed and did deeds of righteousness, He will give their (due) rewards, 
and more out of His bounty.) Allah will award them their full rewards for their righteous 
actions and will give them more of His bounty, kindness, ample mercy and favor. 



(But as for those who refused His worship and were proud, ) out of arrogance, they refused to 
obey and worship Him, 



(He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will not find for themselves besides 
Allah any protector or helper.) In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(Verily! Those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter Hell in humiliation,) degradation, 
disgrace and dishonor, for they were arrogant and rebellious. 



(174. mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof from your Lord; and We sent 
down to you a manifest light.) (175. So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to 



depend on Him, He will admit them to His mercy and grace (i.e. Paradise), and guide them 
to Himself by a straight path.) 



The Description of the Revelation that Came From Allah 

Allah informs all people that a plain, unequivocal proof has come to them from Him. One that 
eradicates all possibility of having an excuse, or falling prey to evil doubts. Allah said, 



(and We sent down to you a manifest light.) that directs to the Truth. Ibn Jurayj and others 
said, "It is the Qur'an." 



(So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to depend on Him,) by worshipping Him 
and relying on Him for each and every thing. Ibn Jurayj said that this part of the Ayah means, 
"They believe in Allah and hold fast to the Qur'an." 



(He will admit them to His mercy and grace,) meaning, He will grant them His mercy and admit 
them into Paradise, and will increase and multiply their rewards and their ranks, as a favor and 
bounty from Him. 



(and guide them to Himself by a straight path.) and a clear way that has no wickedness in it or 
deviation. This, indeed, is the description of the believers in this life and the Hereafter, as 
they are on the straight and safe path in matters of action and creed. In the Hereafter, they 
are on the straight path of Allah that leads to the gardens of Paradise. 



(176. They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah. If it is a man 
that dies leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have half the inheritance, and in her case he 
will be her heir if she has no children. If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the 
inheritance; if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the female. 
(Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of 
everything.") 



Thisisthe Last Ayah Ever Revealed, the Ruling on Al-Kalalah 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said that the last Surah to be revealed was Surah Bara'ah 
(chapter 9) and the last Ayah to be revealed was, 



(They ask you for a legal verdict...) Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "The 
Messenger of Allah came visiting me when I was so ill that I fell unconscious. He performed 
ablution and poured the remaining water on me, or had it poured on me. When I regained 
consciousness, I said, 'I will only leave inheritance through Kalalah, so what about the 
inheritance that I leave behind' Allah later revealed the Ayah about Fara'id (inheritance 
4:11 ).'" The Two Sahihs and also the Group recorded it. In one of the wordings, Jabir said 
that the Ayah on inheritance was revealed; 



(They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah.) The wording of 
the Ayah indicates that the question was about the Kalalah, 



(Say: "Allah directs (thus)...) We mentioned the meaning of Kalalah before, that it means the 
crown that surrounds the head from all sides. This is why the scholars stated that Kalalah 
pertains to one who dies and leaves behind neither descendants, nor ascendants. Some said 
that the Kalalah pertains to one who has no offspring, as the Ayah states, 



(If it is a man that dies, leaving no child,) The meaning and ruling of Kalalah was somewhat 
confusing to the Leader of the Faithful ' Umar bin Al-Khattab. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs 
that ' Umar said, "There are three matters that I wished the Messenger of Allah had explained 
to us, so that we could abide by his explanation. (They are: the share in the inheritance of) the 
grandfather, the Kalalah and a certain type of Riba." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ma' dan bin 
Abi Talhah said that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "There is nothing that I asked the Messenger of 
Allah about its meaning more than the Kalalah, until he stabbed me with his finger in my chest 
and said, 



» 



« 



(The Ayah that is in the end of Surat An-Nisa' should suffice for you.)" Ahmad mentioned this 
short narration for this Hadith, Muslim recorded a longer form of it. 



The Meaning of This Ayah 

Allah said, 



(If it is a man that dies.) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Everything will perish save His Face.) Therefore, everything and everyone dies and perishes 
except Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah said, 



(Whatsoever ison it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and honor 
will remain forever.) Allah said here, 



(leaving no child,) referring to the person who has neither children, nor parents. What testifies 
to this, isthat Allah said afterwards, 



(Leaving a sister, she shall have half the inheritance.) Had there been a surviving ascendant, 
the sister would not have inherited anything, and there is a consensus on this point. Therefore, 
this Ayah is referring to the man who dies leaving behind neither descendants nor ascendants, 
as is apparent for those who contemplate its meaning. This is because when there is a surviving 
parent, the sister does not inherit anything, let alone half of the inheritance. Ibn Jarir and 
others mentioned that Ibn 'Abbas and Ibn Az-Zubayr used to judge that if a person dies and 
leaves behind a daughter and a sister, the sister does not inherit anything. They would recite, 



(If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have half the inheritance.) They 
said that if one leaves behind a daughter, then he has left behind a child. Therefore the sister 
does not get anything. The majority of scholars disagreed with them, saying the daughter gets 
one half and the sister the other half, relying on other evidence. This Ayah (4:176 above) gives 
the sister half of the inheritance in the case that it specifies. As for giving the sister half in 
other cases, Al-Bukhari recorded that Sulayman said that Ibrahim reported to Al-Aswad that he 
said, "During the time of the Messenger of Allah , Mu' adh bin Jabal gave a judgment that the 
daughter gets one half and the sister the other half." Al-Bukhari recorded that Huzayl bin 
Shurahbil said, "Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari was asked about the case when there was a daughter, 
grand-daughter and sister to inherit. He said, 'The daughter gets one-half and the sister one- 
half.' Go and ask Ibn Mas' ud, although I think he is going to agree with me.' 3d Ibn Mas' ud was 
asked and was told about Abu Musa's answer, and Ibn Mas' ud commented, 'I would have 
deviated then and would not have become among those who are rightly guided. I will give a 
judgment similar to the judgment given by the Prophet . The daughter gets one-half, the 
grand-daughter gets one-sixth, and these two shares will add up to two-thirds. Whatever is left 
will be for the sister.' We went back to Abu Musa and conveyed to him Ibn Mas' ud's answer and 
he said, ' Do not ask me (for legal verdicts) as long as this scholar is still among you.'" Allah 
then said, 



(... and he will be her heir if she has no children.) This Ayah means, the brother inherits all of 
that his sister leaves behind if she has no surviving offspring or parents. If she has a surviving 
parent, her brother would not inherit anything. If there is someone who gets a fixed share in 
the inheritance, such as a husband or half brother from the mother's side, they take their share 



and the rest goes to the brother. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn ' Abbas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Give the Farai'd to its people, and whatever is left is the share of the nearest male relative. 
Allah said, 



(If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the inheritance;) meaning, if the person 
who dies in Kalalah has two sisters, they get two-thirds of the inheritance. More than two 
sisters share in the two-thirds. From this Ayah, the scholars took the ruling regarding the two 
daughters, or more, that they share in the two-thirds, just as the share of the sisters (two or 
more) was taken from the Ayah about the daughters, 



(if (there are) only daughters, two or more, their share is two thirds of the inheritance.) 
4:11 . Allah said, 



(if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the female.) This is the 
share that the male relatives (sons, grandsons, brothers) regularly get, that is, twice as much 
asthe female gets. Allah said, 



((Thus) does Allah make clear to you...) His Law and set limits, clarifying His legislation, 



(Lest you go astray.) from the truth after this explanation, 



(And Allah isthe All-Knower of everything.) Allah has perfect knowledge in the consequences of 
everything and in the benefit that each matter carries for His servants. He also knows what 
each of the relatives deserves from the inheritance, according to the degree of relation he or 
she has with the deceased. Ibn Jarir recorded that Tariq bin Shi nab said that ' Umar gathered 
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah once and said, "I will give a ruling concerning the 
Kalalah that even women will talk about it in their bedrooms." A snake then appeared in the 
house and the gathering had to disperse. ' Umar commented, ' Had Allah willed this (' Umar's 
verdict regarding the Kalalah) to happen, it would have happened." The chain of narration for 
this story is authentic. Al-Hakim, Abu 'Abdullah An-Naysaburi recorded that 'Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said, ' Had I asked the Messenger of Allah regarding three things, it would have been 
better for me than red camels. (They are:) who should be the Khalifah after him; about a 
people who said, ' We agree to pay Zakah, but not to you (meaning to the Khalifah),' if we are 
allowed to fight them; and about the Kalalah." Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih according to 
the Two Shaykhs, and they did not recorded it." Ibn Jarir also said that it was reported that 
' Umar said, "I feel shy to change a ruling that Abu Bakr issued. Abu Bakr used to say that the 
Kalalah is the person who has no descendants or ascendants." Abu Bakr's saying is what the 
majority of scholars among the Companions, their followers and the earlier and later Imams 
agree with. This is also the ruling that the Qur'an indicates. For Allah stated that He has 
explained and made plain the ruling of the Kalalah, when He said, 



((Thus) does Allah makes clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower 
of everything.) And Allah knows best. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ma'idah 

(Chapter - 5) 

The Virtues of Surat Al-Ma'idah; When It was Revealed 

At-Tirmidhi recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "The last Surahs to be revealed were Surat 
Al-Ma'idah and Surat Al-Fath (chapter 48)." At-Tirmidhi commented, "This Hadith is Hasan, 
Gharib." and it was also reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that the last Surah to be revealed was, 



(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest,) Al-Hakim collected a narration similar 
to that of At-Tirmidhi in his Mustadrak, and he said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of the 
Two Shaykhs and they did not record it." Al-Hakim narrated that Jubayr bin Nufayr said, "I 
performed Hajj once and visited 'Aishah and she said to me, '0 Jubayr! Do you read (or 
memorize) Al-Ma'idah ' I answered 'Yes.' She said, 'It was the last Surah to be revealed. 
Therefore, whatever permissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them permissible. 
And whatever impermissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them impermissible.'" 



Al-Hakim said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs and they did not record 
it. " Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdur-Rahman bin Mahdi related that Mif awiyah bin Salih 
added this statement in the last Hadith, "I (Jubayr) also asked " Aishah about the Messenger of 
Allah's conduct and she answered by saying, ' The Qur'an.'" An-Nasa'i also recorded it. 



(In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.) (1. O you who believe! Fulfill (your) 
obligations. Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be 
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when you assume Ihram. Verily, Allah 
commands that which He wills.) (2. you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols 
of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands, nor 
the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of 
their Lord. But when you finish the Ihram, then hunt, and let not the hatred of some people in 
(once) stopping you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to transgression. Help you 
one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa, but do not help one another in sin and transgression. And 
have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in punishment.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that a man 
came to " Abdullah bin Mas' ud and said to him, "Advise me." He said, "When you hear Allah's 
statement, 



(0 you who believe!) then pay full attention, for it is a righteous matter that He is ordaining or 
an evil thing that He is forbidding." Khaythamah said, "Everything in the Qur'an that reads, 



(Oyou who believe!) reads in the Tawrah, " Oyou who are in need.'" Allah said, 



(Fulfill (your) obligations.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and others said that 'obligations' here means 
treaties. Ibn Jarir mentioned that there is a consensus for this view. Ibn Jarir also said that it 
means treaties, such as the alliances that they used to conduct. 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas commented: 



(0 you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations.) "Refers to the covenants, meaning, what Allah 
permitted, prohibited, ordained and set limits for in the Qur'an. Therefore, do not commit 
treachery or break the covenants. Allah emphasized this command when He said, 



(And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which Allah 
has commanded to be joined,) until, 



(unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell).)" Ad-Dahhak said that, 



(Fulfill your obligations.) "Refers to what Allah has permitted and what He has prohibited. Allah 
has taken the covenant from those who proclaim their faith in the Prophet and the Book to 
fulfill the obligations that He has ordered for them in the permissible and the impermissible." 



Explaining the Lawful and the Unlawful Beasts 

Allah said, 



(Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle) camels, cows and sheep, as Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and several others stated. Ibn Jarir said that this Tafsir conforms to the meaning of 
('beasts of cattle') that the Arabs had. We should mention that Ibn ' Umar, Ibn 'Abbas and 
others relied on this Ayah as evidence to allow eating the meat of the fetus if it is found dead 
in the belly of its slaughtered mother. There is a Hadith to the same effect collected in the 
Sunan of Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah and narrated by Abu Sa' id who said, "We 
asked, ' Messenger of Allah! When we slaughter a camel, cow or sheep, we sometimes find a 
fetus in its belly, should we discard it or eat its meat' He said, 



« » 

(Eat it if you want, because its slaughter was fulfilled when its mother was slaughtered.)" At- 
Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Abu Dawud recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Proper slaughter of the fetus is fulfilled with the slaughter of its mother.) Only Abu Dawud 
collected this narration. Allah's statement, 



(except that which will be announced to you (herein), ) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
'Abbas said that it refers to, "The flesh of dead animals, blood and the meat of swine." 
Qatadah said, "The meat of dead animals and animals slaughtered without Allah's Name being 
pronounced at the time of slaughtering." It appears, and Allah knows best, that the Ayah refers 
to Allah's other statement, 



(Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and 
what has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, and that which has been killed 
by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that 
which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.) 5:3 , for although the animals mentioned in 
this Ayah are types of permissible cattle (except for swine), they become impermissible under 
the circumstances that the Ayah 5:3 specifies. This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(Unless you are able to slaughter it (before its death) and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) 
on An-Nusub (stone altars)) as the latter type is not permissible, because it can no longer be 
slaughtered properly. Hence, Allah's statement, 



(Lawful to you are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be announced to you, ) 
means, except the specific circumstances that prohibit some of these which will be announced 
to you. Allah said, 



(game (also) being unlawful when you assume Ihram.) Some scholars said that the general 
meaning of 'cattle' includes domesticated cattle, such as camels, cows and sheep, and wild 
cattle, such as gazzelle, wild cattle and wild donkeys. Allah made the exceptions mentioned 
above (dead animals blood, flesh of swine etc.), and prohibited hunting wild beasts while in 
the state of Ihram. It was also reported that the meaning here is, "We have allowed for you all 
types of cattle in all circumstances, except what We excluded herewith for the one hunting 
game while in the state of Ihram." Allah said, 



(But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, and not transgressing, then, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This Ayah means, "We allowed eating the meat of dead 
animals, when one is forced by necessity, under the condition that one is not transgressing the 
limits or overstepping them." Here, Allah states, "Just as We allowed the meat of cattle in all 
conditions and circumstances, then do not hunt game when in the state of Ihram, for this is the 
decision of Allah, Who is the Most Wise in all that He commands and forbids." So Allah said; 



(Verily, Allah commands that which He wills. 



The Necessity of Observing the Sanctity of the Sacred Area and the 

Sacred Months 

Allah continues, 



(Oyou who believe! Violate not the sanctity of Sha'a'ir Allah (the symbols of Allah),) Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Sha'a'ir Allah means the rituals of Hajj." Mujahid said, "As-Safa and Al-Marwah, and the 
sacrificial animal are the symbols of Allah." It was also stated that Sha'a'ir Allah is what He 
prohibited. Therefore, it means, do not violate what Allah prohibited. Allah said afterwards, 



(nor of the Sacred Month,) for you are required to respect and honor the Sacred Month and to 
refrain from what Allah forbade during it, such as fighting. This also lays emphasis on avoiding 
sins during that time. As Allah said; 



(They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Month. Say, "Fighting therein is a great 
(transgression).") and, 



(Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year). ) Al-Bukhari recorded in 
his Sahih that Abu Bakrah said that the Messenger of Allah said during the Farewell Hajj, 



» 



« 

(The division of time has returned as it was when Allah created the Heavens and the earth. The 
year is twelve months, four of which are sacred: Three are in succession, (they are:) Dhul- 
Qa'dah, Dhul-Hij j ah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab of (the tribe of) Mudar which 
comes between Jumada (Ath-Thaniyah) and Sha'ban.) This Hadith testifies to the continued 
sanctity of these months until the end of time. 



Taking the Hady to the Sacred House of Allah, Al-Ka' bah 

Allah's statement, 



(nor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands,) means, do not abandon the practice 
of bringing the Hady (sacrificial animals) to the Sacred House, as this ritual is a form of 
honoring the symbols of Allah. Do not abandon the practice of garlanding these animals on 
their necks, so that they are distinguished from other cattle. This way, it will be known that 
these animals are intended to be offered as Hady at the Ka'bah, and thus those who might 
intend some harm to them would refrain from doing so. Those who see the Hady might be 
encouraged to imitate this ritual, and indeed, he who calls to a type of guidance, will earn 
rewards equal to the rewards of those who follow his lead, without decrease in their own 
rewards. When the Messenger of Allah intended to perform Hajj, he spent the night at Dhul- 
Hulayfah, which is also called Wadi AI-* Aqiq. In the morning, the Prophet made rounds with his 
wives, who were nine at that time, performed Ghusl (bath), applied some perfume and 
performed a two Rak' ah prayer. He then garlanded the Hady and announced aloud his 
intention to perform Hajj and ' Umrah. The Prophet's Hady at the time consisted of plenty of 
camels, more than sixty, and they were among the best animals, the healthiest and most 
physically acceptable, just as Allah's statement proclaims, 



(Thus it is, and whosoever honors the symbols of Allah, then it is truly, from the piety of the 
hearts.) Muqatil bin Hayyan said that Allah's statement, 



(nor the garlands) means, "Do not breach their sanctity." During the time of Jahiliyyah, the 
people used to garland themselves with animal hair and pelts when they left their areas in 
months other than the Sacred Months. The idolators of the Sacred House Area used to garland 
themselves with the tree-stems of the Sacred Area, so that they were granted safe passage." 
This statement was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim, who also recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "There 
are two Ayat in this Surah (Al-Ma'idah) that were abrogated, the Ayah about the garlands 5:2 , 
and 



n(So if they come to you (0 Muhammad ), either judge between them, or turn away from 
them.)" 



The Necessity of Preserving the Sanctity and Safety of those who 
Intend to Travel to the Sacred House 

Allah said, 



(nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of 
their Lord.) The Ayah commands: Do not fight people who are heading towards the Sacred 
House of Allah, which if anyone enters it, he must be granted safe refuge. Likewise, those who 
are heading towards the Sacred House seeking the bounty and good pleasure of Allah, must not 
be stopped, prevented, or frightened away from entering the Sacred House. Mujahid, 'Ata', 
Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mutarrif bin 'Abdullah, 'Abdullah bin ' Ubayd bin * Umayr, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, 
Muqatil bin Hayyan, Qatadah and several others said that, 



(seeking the bounty of their Lord.) refers to trading. A similar discussion preceded concerning 
the Ayah; 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading). 
Allah said; 



(and pleasure. ) Ibn " Abbas said that the word ' pleasure' in the Ayah refers to, "seeking Allah's 
pleasure by their Hajj." ' Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir mentioned that this Ayah was revealed 
concerning Al-Hutam bin Hind Al-Bakri, who had raided the cattle belonging to the people of 
Al-Madinah. The following year, he wanted to perform x Umrah to the House of Allah and some 
of the Companions wanted to attack him on his way to the House. Allah revealed, 



(nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of 
their Lord.) 



Hunting Game is Permissible After Ihram Ends 

Allah said, 



(But when you finish the Ihram, then hunt,) When you end your Ihram, it is permitted for you 
to hunt game, which was prohibited for you during Ihram. Although this Ayah contains a 
command that takes effect after the end of a state of prohibition (during Ihram in this case), 
the Ayah, in fact, brings back the ruling that was previously in effect. If the previous ruling was 
an obligation, the new command will uphold that obligation, and such is the case with 
recommended and permissible matters. There are many Ayat that deny that the ruling in such 
cases is always an obligation. Such is also the case against those who say that it is always 
merely allowed. What we mentioned here is the correct opinion that employs the available 
evidence, and Allah knows best. 

Justice is Always Necessary 

Allah said, 



(and let not the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at 
Makkah) lead you to transgression (and hostility on your part).) The meaning of this Ayah is 
apparent, as it commands: Let not the hatred for some people, who prevented you from 
reaching the Sacred House in the year of Hudaybiyyah, make you transgress Allah's Law and 
commit injustice against them in retaliation. Rather, rule as Allah has commanded you, being 
just with every one. We will explain a similar Ayah later on, 



(And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to 
piety,) which commands: do not be driven by your hatred for some people into abandoning 
justice, for justice isordained for everyone, in all situations. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Zayd 
bin Aslam said, "The Messenger of Allah and his Companions were in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah 
when the idolators prevented them from visiting the House, and that was especially hard on 
them. Later on, some idolators passed by them from the east intending to perform ' Umrah. So 
the Companions of the Prophet said, 'Let us prevent those (from 'Umrah) just as their fellow 
idolators prevented us.' Thereafter, Allah sent down this Ayah." Ibn Abbas and others said that 
"Shana'an" refers to enmity and hate. Allah said next, 



(Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa; but do not help one another in sin and 
transgression.) Allah commands His believing servants to help one another perform righteous, 
good deeds, which is the meaning of 'Al-Birr', and to avoid sins, which is the meaning of 'At- 
Taqwa'. Allah forbids His servants from helping one another in sin, ' Ithm' and committing the 
prohibitions. Ibn Jarir said that, "Ithm means abandoning what Allah has ordained, while 
transgression means overstepping the limits that Allah set in your religion, along with 
overstepping what Allah has ordered concerning yourselves and others." Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Support your brother whether he was unjust or the victim of injustice.) He was asked, "O 
Messenger of Allah! We know about helping him when he suffers injustice, so what about 
helping him when he commits injustice" He said, 



« » 



(Prevent and stop him from committing injustice, and this represents giving support to him.) 
Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith through Hushaym. Ahmad recorded that one of the Companions 
of the Prophet narrated the Hadith, 



» 



« 



(The believer who mingles with people and is patient with their annoyance, earns more reward 
than the believer who does not mingle with people and does not observe patience with their 
annoyance.) Muslim recorded a Hadith that states, 



» 



« 

(He who calls to a guidance, will earn a reward similar to the rewards of those who accept his 
call, until the Day of Resurrection, without decreasing their rewards. Whoever calls to a 
heresy, will carry a burden similar to the burdens of those who accept his call, until the Day of 
Resurrection, without decreasing their own burdens.) 



(3. Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead animals), blood, the flesh of swine, 
and that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah, and that which has 
been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns 
and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal unless you are able to slaughter it 
(before its death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars). 
(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam (arrows) (all) that is Fisq (disobedience and 
sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your religion; so fear them not, 
but fear Me. This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, 
and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, 
with no inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned animals), then surely, Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



The Animals that are Unlawful to Eat 

Allah informs His servants that He forbids consuming the mentioned types of foods, such as the 
Maytah, which is the animal that dies before being properly slaughtered or hunted. Allah 
forbids this type of food due to the harm it causes, because of the blood that becomes clogged 
in the veins of the dead animal. Therefore, the Maytah is harmful, religiously and physically, 
and this is why Allah has prohibited it. The only exception to this ruling is fish, for fish is 
allowed, even when dead, by slaughtering or otherwise. Malik in his Muwatta, also Abu Dawud, 
At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah in their Sunan, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their 
Sahihs, all recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah was asked about 
seawater. He said, 



« » 

(Its water is pure and its dead are permissible.) The same ruling applies to locusts, as proven in 
a Hadith that we will mention later. Allah's statement, 



(blood...) This refers to flowing blood, according to Ibn ' Abbas and Sa' id bin Jubayr, and it is 
similar to Allah's other statement, 



(Blood poured forth...) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas was asked about the spleen and 
he said, "Eat it." They said, "It is blood." He said, "You are only prohibited blood that was 
poured forth." Abu 'Abdullah, Muhammad bin Idris Ash-ShafTi recorded that Ibn ' Umar said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(We were allowed two dead animals and two (kinds of) blood. As for the two dead animals, 
they are fish and locust. As for the two bloods, they are liver and spleen.) Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal, Ibn Majah, Ad-Daraqutni and Al-Bayhaqi also recorded this Hadith through 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, who is a weak narrator. Allah's statement, 



(the flesh of swine...) includes domesticated and wild swine, and also refers to the whole 
animal, including its fat, for this is what the Arabs mean by Lahm or " flesh'. Muslim recorded 
that Buraydah bin Al-Husayb Al-Aslami said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(He who plays Nardshir (a game with dice that involves gambling) is just like the one who puts 
his hand in the flesh and blood of swine.) If this is the case with merely touching the flesh and 
blood of swine, so what about eating and feeding on it This Hadith is a proof that Lahm means 
the entire body of the animal, including its fat. In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah made the trade of alcohol, dead animals, pigs and idols illegal.) The people asked, "O 
Allah's Messenger! What about the fat of dead animals, for it was used for greasing the boats 
and the hides; and people use it for lanterns" He said, 



« » 

(No, it is illegal.) In the Sahih of Al-Bukhari, Abu Sufyan narrated that he said to Heraclius, 
Emperor of Rome, "He (Muhammad) prohibited us from eating dead animals and blood." Allah 
said, 



(And that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah.) Therefore, the 
animals on which a name other than Allah was mentioned upon slaughtering it, is 
impermissible, because Allah made it necessary to mention His Glorious Name upon 
slaughtering the animals, which He created. Whoever does not do so, mentioning other than 
Allah's Name, such asthe name of an idol, a false deity or a monument, when slaughtering, he 
makes this meat unlawful, according to the consensus. Allah's statement, 



(and that which has been killed by strangling...) either intentionally or by mistake, such as 
when an animal moves while restrained and dies by strangulation because of its struggling, this 
animal is also unlawful to eat. 



(or by a violent blow...) This refers to the animal that is hit with a heavy object until it dies. 
Ibn ' Abbas and several others said it is the animal that is hit with a staff until it dies. Qatadah 
said, "The people of Jahiliyyah used to strike the animal with sticks and when it died, they 
would eat it." It is recorded in the Sahih that ' Adi bin Hatim said, "I asked, '0 Allah's 
Messenger! I use the Mr rad for hunting and catch game with it.' He replied, 



» 



« 



(If the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it. But, if it is hit by its broad side, do not eat it, for it 
has been beaten to death.) Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction between killing the 
animal with the sharp edge of an arrow or a hunting stick, and rendered it lawful, and what is 
killed by the broad side of an object, and rendered it unlawful because it was beaten to death. 
There is a consensus among the scholars of Fiqh on this subject. rAs for the animal that falls 
headlong from a high place and dies as a result, it is also prohibited. Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn " Abbas said that an animal that dies by a headlong fall, "Is that which falls 
from a mountain." Qatadah said that it is the animal that falls in a well. As-Suddi said that it is 
the animal that falls from a mountain or in a well. As for the animal that dies by being gorged 



by another animal, it is also prohibited, even if the horn opens a flesh wound and it bleeds to 
death from its neck. Allah's statement, 



(and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal,) refers to the animal that was 
attacked by a lion, leopard, tiger, wolf or dog, then the wild beast eats a part of it and it dies 
because of that. This type is also prohibited, even if the animal bled to death from its neck. 
There is also a consensus on this ruling. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to eat 
the sheep, camel, or cow that were partly eaten by a wild animal. Allah prohibited this 
practice for the believers. Allah's statement, 



(unless you are able to slaughter it,) before it dies, due to the causes mentioned above. This 
part of the Ayah is connected to, 



(and that which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by 
the goring of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.) Al i bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(unless you are able to slaughter it, ) "Unless you are able to slaughter the animal in the cases 
mentioned in the Ayah while it is still alive, then eat it, for it was properly slaughtered." 
Smilar was reported from Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi. Ibn Jarir recorded 
that ' Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "If you are able to slaughter the animal that has 
been hit by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the gorging of horns while it still moves 
a foot or a leg, then eat from its meat." Smilar was reported from Tawus, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 
x Ubayd bin ' Umayr, Ad-Dahhak and several others, that if the animal that is being slaughtered 
still moves, thus demonstrating that it is still alive while slaughtering, then it is lawful. The 
Two Sahihs recorded that RafT bin Khadij said, "I asked, ' Allah's Messenger! We fear that we 
may meet our enemy tomorrow and we have no knives, could we slaughter the animals with 
reeds' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(You can use what makes blood flow and you can eat what is slaughtered with the Name of 
Allah. But do not use teeth or claws (in slaughtering). I will tell you why, as for teeth, they are 
bones, and claws are used by Ethiopians for slaughtering.)" Allah said next, 



(and that which is sacrificed on An-Nusub. ) Nusub were stone altars that were erected around 
the Ka' bah, as Mujahid and Ibn Jurayj stated. Ibn Jurayj said, "There were three hundred and 
sixty Nusub around the Ka' bah that the Arabs used to slaughter in front of, during the time 
of Jahiliyyah. They used to sprinkle the animals that came to the Ka' bah with the blood of 
slaughtered animals, whose meat they cut to pieces and placed on the altars." Allah forbade 
this practice for the believers. He also forbade them from eating the meat of animals that 
were slaughtered in the vicinity of the Nusub, even if Allah's Name was mentioned on these 
animals when they were slaughtered, because it is a type of Shirk that Allah and His Messenger 
have forbidden. 



The Prohibition of Using Al-Azlam for Decision Making 

Allah said, 



((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam) The Ayah commands, "O believers! You 
are forbidden to use Al-Azlam (arrows) for decision making," which was a practice of the Arabs 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. They would use three arrows, one with the word ' Do' written on 
it, another that says ' Do not', while the third does not say anything. Some of them would write 
on the first arrow, ' My Lord commanded me,' and, ' My Lord forbade me,' on the second arrow 
and they would not write anything on the third arrow. If the blank arrow was picked, the 
person would keep trying until the arrow that says do or do not was picked, and the person 
would implement the command that he picked. Ibn " Abbas said that the Azlam were arrows 
that they used to seek decisions through. Muhammad bin Ishaq and others said that the major 
idol of the tribe of Quraysh was Hubal, which was erected on the tip of a well inside the 
Ka' bah, where gifts were presented and where the treasure of the Ka bah was kept. There, 
they also had seven arrows that they would use to seek a decision concerning matters of 
dispute. Whatever the chosen arrow would tell them, they would abide by it! A!-Bukhari 
recorded that when the Prophet entered Al-Ka' bah (after Makkah was conquered), he found 
pictures of Ibrahim and Isma' il in it holding the Azlam in their hands. The Prophet commented, 



« » 

(May Allah fight them (the idolaters)! They know that they never used the Azlam to make 
decisions. ) Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, 



((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam,) "These were arrows that the Arabs used, 
and dice that the Persians and Romans used in gambling." This statement by Mujahid, that 
these arrows were used in gambling, is doubtful unless we say that they used the arrows for 
gambling sometimes and for decisions other times, and Allah knows best. We should also state 
that Allah mentioned Azlam and gambling in Misstatement before the end of the Surah (5:90, 
91), 



(0 you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks), and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and 
Al-Azlam are an abomination of Shaytan's handiwork. So avoid that in order that you may be 
successful. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants 
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from the 
Salah (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain) In this Ayah, Allah said, 



((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam, (all) that is Fisq.) meaning, all these 
practices constitute disobedience, sin, misguidance, ignorance and, above all, Shirk. Allah has 
commanded the believers to seek decisions from Him when they want to do something, by first 
worshipping Him and then asking Him for the best decision concerning the matter they seek. 
Imam Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and the collectors of Sunan recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, 
"The Prophet used to teach us how to make Istikharah (asking Allah to guide one to the right 
action), in all matters, as he taught us the Surahs of the Qur'an. He said, 



» 



« 

(If anyone of you thinks of doing any matter, he should offer a two Rak'ah prayer, other than 
the compulsory, and say (after the prayer) ' Allah! I ask guidance from Your knowledge, from 
Your ability and I ask for Your great bounty, for You are capable and I am not, You know and I 
do not, and You know the Unseen. O Allah! If You know that this matter (and one should 
mention the matter or deed here) is good for my religion, my livelihood and the Hereafter (or 
he said, 'for my present and later needs') then ordain it for me, make it easy for me to have, 
and then bless it for me. O Allah! And if You know that this is harmful to me in my religion and 
livelihood and for the Hereafter then keep it away from me and let me be away from it. And 
ordain whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied with it.') This is the wording collected 
by Ahmad, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih Gharib." 

Shaytan and the Disbelievers Do Not Hope that Muslims Will Ever 

Follow Them 

Allah said, 



(This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your religion;) Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Ayah means, "They gave up hope that Muslims would 
revert to their religion." This is similar to the saying of 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah, As-Suddi and 
Muqatil bin Hayyan. This meaning is supported by a Hadith recorded in the Sahih that states, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Shaytan has given up hope that those who pray in the Arabian Peninsula, will worship 
him. But he will still stir trouble among them.) It is also possible that the Ayah negates the 
possibility that the disbelievers and Shaytan will ever be like Muslims, since Muslims have 
various qualities that contradict Shirk and its people. This is why Allah commanded His 
believing servants to observe patience, to be steadfast in defying and contradicting the 
disbelievers, and to fear none but Allah. Allah said, 



(So fear them not, but fear Me.) meaning, 'do not fear them when you contradict them. 
Rather, fear Me and I will give you victory over them, I will eradicate them, and make you 
prevail over them, I will please your hearts and raise you above them in this life and the 
Hereafter.' 

Islam Has Been Perfected For Muslims 

Allah said, 



(This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and have 
chosen for you Islam as your religion.) This, indeed, is the biggest favor from Allah to this 
Ummah, for He has completed their religion for them, and they, thus, do not need any other 
religion or any other Prophet except Muhammad . This is why Allah made Muhammad the Final 
Prophet and sent him to all humans and Jinn. Therefore, the permissible is what he allows, the 
impermissible is what he prohibits, the Law is what he legislates and everything that he 
conveys is true and authentic and does not contain lies or contradictions. Allah said; 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice,) meaning, it is true in 
what it conveys and just in what it commands and forbids. When Allah completed the religion 
for Muslims, His favor became complete for them as well. Allah said, 



(This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and have 
chosen for you Islam as your religion.) meaning, accept Islam for yourselves, for it is the 
religion that Allah likes and which He chose for you, and it is that with which He sent the best 
of the honorable Messengers and the most glorious of His Books. Ibn Jarir recorded that Harun 
bin ' Antarah said that his father said, "When the Ayah, 



(This day, I have perfected your religion for you...) was revealed, during the great day of Hajj 
(the Day of ' Arafah, the ninth day of Dhul-Hijjah) ' Umar cried. The Prophet said, ' What makes 
you cry' He said, 'What made me cry is that our religion is being perfected for us. Now it is 
perfect, nothing is perfect, but it is bound to deteriorate.' The Prophet said, 



« » 

(You have said the truth.)" What supportsthe meaning of this Hadith isthe authentic Hadith, 



» 



« 



(Islam was strange in its beginning and will return strange once more. Therefore, Tuba for the 
strangers.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Tariq bin Shihab said, "A Jewish man said to " Umar bin 
Al-Khattab, ' Leader of the Believers! There is a verse in your Book, which is read by all of 
you (Muslims), and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day (on which it was 
revealed) as a day of celebration.' ' Umar bin Al-Khattab asked, 'Which is that verse' The Jew 
replied, s 



(This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you...) x Umar 
replied, x By Allah! I know when and where this verse was revealed to Allah's Messenger . It was 
the evening on the Day of 'Arafah on a Friday.'" Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith through Al- 
Hasan bin As-Sabbah from Ja' f ar bin 'Awn. Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded 
this Hadith. In the narration collected by Al-Bukhari in the book of Tafsir, through Tariq, he 
said, "The Jews said to ~ Umar, ' By Allah! There is a verse that is read by all of you (Muslims), 
and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day (on which it was revealed) as a 
day of celebration.' " Umar said, ' By Allah! I know when and where this verse was revealed and 
where the Messenger of Allah was at that time. It wasthe day of ~ Arafah, and I was at ' Arafah, 
by Allah." Sufyan (one of the narrators) doubted if Friday was mentioned in this narration. 
Sufyan's confusion was either because he was unsure if his teacher included this statement in 
the Hadith or not. Otherwise, if it was because he doubted that the particular day during the 
Farewell Hajj was a Friday, it would be a mistake that could not and should not have come 
from someone like Sufyan Ath-Thawri. The fact that it was a Friday, is agreed on by the 
scholars of Sirah and Fiqh. There are numerous Hadiths that support this fact that are 
definitely authentic and of the Mutawatir type. This Hadith was also reported from 'Umar 
through various chains of narration. 

Permitting the Dead Animals in Conditions of Necessity 

Allah said, 



(But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no inclination to sin (such can eat these 
above mentioned animals), then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Therefore, when 
one is forced to take any of the impermissible things that Allah mentioned to meet a necessity, 
he is allowed and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful with him. Allah is well aware of His 
servant's needs during dire straits, and He will forgive and pardon His servant in this case. In 
the Musnad and the Sahih of Ibn Hibban, it is recorded that Ibn ' Umar said that Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah likes that His Rukhsah (allowance) be used, just as He dislikes that disobedience to Him 
is committed.) We should mention here that it is not necessary for one to wait three days 
before eating the meat of dead animals, as many unlettered Muslims mistakenly think. Father, 
one can eat such meat when the dire need arises. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Waqid Al- 
Laythi said that the Companions asked, "0 Messenger of Allah! We live in a land where famine 
often strikes us. Therefore, when are we allowed to eat the meat of dead animals" The Prophet 
replied, 



» 



« 



(When you neither find food for lunch and dinner nor have any produce to eat, then eat from 
it.) Only Imam Ahmad collected this narration and its chain meets the criteria of the Two 
Sahihs. Allah said, 



(with no inclination to sin,) meaning, one does not incline to commit what Allah has prohibited. 
Allah has allowed one when necessity arises to eat from what He otherwise prohibits, under the 
condition that his heart does not incline to eat what Allah prohibited. Allah said in Surat Al- 
Baqarah, 



(But if one is forced by necessity without willful disobedience nor transgressing due limits, then 
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Some scholars used this 
Ayah as evidence that those who travel for the purpose of committing an act of disobedience 
are not allowed to use any of the legal concessions of travel, because these concessions are not 
earned through sin, and Allah knows best. 



(4. They ask you what is lawful for them. Say: "Lawful unto you are At-Tayyibat (the good 
things). And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds, 
training and teaching them (to catch) in the manner as directed to you by Allah; so eat of what 
they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it, and have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, 
Allah is swift in reckoning.") 



Clarifying the Lawful 

In the previous Ayah Allah mentioned the prohibited types of food, the impure and unclean 
things, harmful for those who eat them, either to their bodies, religion or both, except out of 
necessity, 



(while He has explained to you in detail what is forbidden to you, except under compulsion of 
necessity) After that, Allah said, 



(They ask you what is lawful for them. Say, "Lawful unto you are At-Tayyibat...") In Surat Al- 
A' raf Allah describes Muhammad allowing the good things and prohibiting the filthy things. 
Muqatil said, "At-Tayyibat includes everything Muslims are allowed and the various types of 
legally earned provision." Az-Zuhri was once asked about drinking urine for medicinal purposes 
and he said that it is not a type of Tayyibat." Ibn Abi Hatim also narrated this statement. Using 
Jawarih to Hunt Game is Permissible Allah said, 



(And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds...) That is, 
lawful for you are the animals slaughtered in Allah's Name, and the good things for sustenance. 

The game you catch with the Jawarih are also lawful for you. This refers to trained dogs and 
falcons, as is the opinion of the majority of the Companions, their followers, and the Imams. 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds...) refers to 
trained hunting dogs, falcons and all types of birds and beasts that are trained to hunt, 
including dogs, wild cats, falcons, and so forth. Ibn Abi Hatim collected this and said, "Smilar 
was reported from Khaythamah, Tawus, Mujahid, Makhul and Yahya bin Abi Kathir." Ibn Jarir 
recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "You are permitted the animal that the trained birds, such as 
falcons, hunt for you if you catch it (before it eats from it). Otherwise, do not eat from it." I 
say, the majority of scholars say that hunting with trained birds is just like hunting with trained 
dogs, because bird's of prey catch the game with their claws, just like dogs. Therefore, there is 
no difference between the two. Ibn Jarir recorded that " Adi bin Hatim said that he asked the 
Messenger of Allah about the game that the falcon hunts and the Messenger said, 



« » 

(Whatever it catchesfor you, eat from it.) These carnivores that are trained to catch game are 
called Jawarih in Arabic, a word that is derived from Jarh, meaning, what one earns. The Arabs 
would say, "So-and-so has Jaraha something good for his family," meaning, he has earned them 
something good. The Arabs would say, "So-and-so does not have a Jarih for him," meaning, a 
caretaker. Allah also said, 



(And He knows what you have done during the day...) meaning, the good or evil you have 
earned or committed. Allah's statement, 



(trained as hounds,) those Jawarih that have been trained to hunt as hounds with their claws or 
talons. Therefore, if the game is killed by the weight of its blow, not with its claws, then we 
are not allowed to eat from the game. Allah said, 



(training them in the manner as directed to you by Allah, ) as when the beast is sent, it goes 
after the game, and when it catches it, it keeps it until its owner arrives and does not catch it 
to eat it itself. This is why Allah said here, 



(so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) When the beast is 
trained, and it catches the game for its owner who mentioned Allah's Name when he sent the 
beast after the game, then this game is allowed according to the consensus of scholars, even if 
it was killed. There are Hadiths in the Sunnah that support this statement. The Two Sahihs 
recorded that 'Adi bin Hatim said, "I said, '0 Allah's Messenger! I send hunting dogs and 
mention Allah's Name.' He replied, 



» 



« 



(If, with mentioning Allah's Name, you let loose your tamed dog after a game and it catches it, 
you may eat what it catches.) I said, ' Even if it kills the game' He replied, 



» 

« 

(Even if it kills the game, unless another dog joins the hunt, for you mentioned Allah's Name 
when sending your dog, but not the other dog.) I said, ' I also use the Mi' rad and catch game 
with it.' He replied, 

» 

« 

(If the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it, but if it is hit by its broad side, do not eat it, for it 
has been beaten to death.) In another narration, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(If you send your hunting dog, then mention Allah's Name and whatever it catches for you and 
you find alive, slaughter it. If you catch the game dead and the dog did not eat from it, then 
eat from it, for the dog has caused its slaughter to be fulfilled.) In yet another narration of two 
Sahihs, the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(If the dog eats from the game, do not eat from it for I fear that it has caught it as prey for 
itself.) 

Mention Allah's Name Upon Sending the Predators to Catch the 

Game 

Allah said, 



(so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) meaning, upon 
sending it. The Prophet said to " Adi bin Hatim, 



» 



« 



(When you send your trained dog and mention Allah's Name, eat from what it catches for you.) 
It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Tha' labah related that the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(If you send your hunting dog, mention Allah's Name over it. If you shoot an arrow, mention 
Allah's Name over it.) " AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



(but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) "When you send a beast of prey, say, " In the Name 
of Allah!' If you forget, then there is no harm." It was also reported that this Ayah commands 
mentioning Allah's Name upon eating. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah taught his stepson ' Umar bin Abu Salamah saying, 



« » 

(Mention Allah's Name, eat with your right hand and eat from the part of the plate that is in 
front of you.) Al-Bukhari recorded that * A'ishah said, "They asked, ' Allah's Messenger! Some 
people, - recently converted from disbelief - bring us some meats that we do not know if 
Allah's Name was mentioned over or not.' He replied, 



« » 

(Mention Allah's Name on it and eat from it.)" 



(5. Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat. The food of the People of the Scripture is 
lawful to you, and your food is lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women 
from the believers and chaste women from those who were given the Scripture before your 
time when you have given them their due, desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor 
taking them as girlfriends (or lovers). And whosoever rejects faith, then fruitless is his work; 
and in the Hereafter he will be among the losers.) 

Permitting the Slaughtered Animals of the People of the Book 

After Allah mentioned the filthy things that He prohibited for His believing servants and the 
good thingsthat He allowed for them, He said next, 



(Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat.) Allah then mentioned the ruling concerning the 
slaughtered animals of the People of the Book, the Jews and Christians, 



(The food of the People of the Scripture is lawful to you..) meaning, their slaughtered animals, 
as Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Umamah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, 'Ata', Al-Hasan, Makhul, 
Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan stated. This ruling, that the slaughtered 
animals of the People of the Book are permissible for Muslims, is agreed on by the scholars, 
because the People of the Book believe that slaughtering for other than Allah is prohibited. 
They mention Allah's Name upon slaughtering their animals, even though they have deviant 
beliefs about Allah that do not befit His majesty. It is recorded in the Sahih that " Abdullah bin 
Mughaffal said, "While we were attacking the fort of Khaybar, a person threw a leather bag 
containing fat, and I ran to take it and said, 'I will not give anyone anything from this 



container today.' But when I turned I saw the Prophet (standing behind) while smiling." The 
scholars rely on this Hadith as evidence that we are allowed to eat what we need of foods from 
the booty before it is divided. The scholars of the Hanafi, the ShafT i and the Hanbali Madhhabs 
rely on this Hadith to allow eating parts of the slaughtered animals of the Jews that they 
prohibit for themselves, such as the fat. They used this Hadith as evidence against the scholars 
of the Maliki Madhhab who disagreed with this ruling. Abetter proof is the Hadith recorded in 
the Sahih that the people of Khaybar gave the Prophet a gift of a roasted leg of sheep, which 
they poisoned. The Prophet used to like eating the leg of the sheep and he took a bite from it, 
but it told the Prophet that it was poisoned, so he discarded that bite. The bite that the 
Prophet took effected the palate of his mouth, while Bishr bin Al-Bara' bin Ma' rur died from 
eating from that sheep. The Prophet had the Jewish woman, Zaynab, who poisoned the sheep, 
killed. Therefore, the Prophet and his Companions wanted to eat from that sheep and did not 
ask the Jews if they removed what the Jews believed was prohibited for them, such as its fat. 
Allah's statement, 



(and your food is lawful to them.) means, you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered 
animals. Therefore, this part of the Ayah is not to inform the People of the Scriptures that they 
are allowed to eat our food -- unless we consider it information for us about the ruling that 
they have -- i. e, that they are allowed all types of foods over which Allah's Name was 
mentioned, whether slaughtered according to their religion or otherwise. The first explanation 
is more plausible. So it means: you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered animals 
just as you are allowed to eat from theirs, as equal compensation and fair treatment. The 
Prophet gave his robe to 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, who was wrapped with it when he died. 
They say that he did that because 'Abdullah had given his robe to Al-' Abbas when AI-' Abbas 
came to Al-Madinah. As for the Hadith, 



» 



« 



(Do not befriend but a believer, nor should other than a Taqi (pious person) eat your food.), 
This is to encourage such behavior, and Allah knows best. 



The Permission to Marry Chaste Women From the People of the 

Scriptures 

Allah said, 



((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers) The Ayah states: you are 
allowed to marry free, chaste believing women. This Ayah is talking about women who do not 
commit fornication, as evident by the word " chaste'. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Desiring chastity not committing illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as boyfriends 
(lovers).) 4:25 'Abdullah Ibn ' Umar used to advise against marrying Christian women saying, 
"I do not know of a worse case of Shirk than her saying that x Isa is her lord, while Allah said, 



(And do not marry idolatresses till they believe.)" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Malik Al- 
Ghifari said that Ibn " Abbas said that when this Ayah was revealed, 



(And do not marry idolatresses till they believe,) the people did not marry the pagan women. 
When the following Ayah was revealed, 



((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers and chaste women from 
those who were given the Scripture before your time) they married women from the People of 
the Book. " Some of the Companions married Christian women and did not see any problem in 
this, relying on the honorable Ayah, 



((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from those who were given the Scripture before 
your time) Therefore, they made this Ayah an exception to the Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(And do not marry the idolatresses till they believe,) considering the latter Ayah to include the 
People of the Book in its general meaning. Otherwise, there is no contradiction here, since the 
People of the Book were mentioned alone when mentioning the rest of the idolators. Allah 
said, 



(Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture and the idolators, were not 
going to leave (their disbelief) until there came to them clear evidence.) and, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those who are illiterates: "Do you (also) 
submit yourselves" If they do, they are rightly guided.) Allah said next, 



(When you have given them their due), This refers to the Mahr, so just as these women are 
chaste and honorable, then give them their Mahr with a good heart. We should mention here 
that Jabir bin 'Abdullah, 'Amir Ash-Sha' bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Al-Hasan Al-Basri stated 
that when a man marries a woman and she commits illegal sexual intercourse before the 
marriage is consummated, the marriage is annulled. In this case, she gives back the Mahr that 
he paid her. Allah said, 



(Desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers).) 
And just as women must be chaste and avoid illegal sexual activity, such is the case with men, 
who must also be chaste and honorable. Therefore, Allah said, 



(...not illegal sexual intercourse') as adulterous people do, those who do not avoid sin, nor 
reject adultery with whomever offers it to them. 



(nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers),) meaning those who have mistresses and girlfriends 
who commit illegal sexual intercourse with them, as we mentioned in the explanation of Surat 
An-Nisa'. 



(6. Oyou who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer the Salah (the prayer), then wash your 
faces and your hands (forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, 
and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. If you are in a state of Janaba, purify yourselves (bathe 
your whole body). But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the Gha'it (toilet) 
or you have touched women and you find no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth 
and rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not want to place you in difficulty, but He 
wants to purify you, and to complete His Favor to you that you may be thankful.) 



The Order to PerformWud ®363 

Allah said, 



(When you stand for (intend to offer) the Salah,) Allah commanded performing Wudu' for the 
prayer. This is a command of obligation in the case of impurity, and in the case of purity, it is 
merely a recommendation. It was said that in the beginning of Islam, Muslims had to perform 
Wudu' for every prayer, but later on, this ruling was abrogated. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal 
recorded that Sulayman bin Buraydah said that his father said, "The Prophet used to perform 
Wudu' before every prayer. On the Day of Victory, he performed Wudu' and wiped on his Khuffs 
and prayed the five prayers with one Wudu'. " Umar said to him, ' Messenger of Allah! You did 
something new that you never did before.' The Prophet said, 



« » 

(' I did that intentionally O ' Umar!)'" Muslim and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded this 
Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Fadl bin Al-Mubashshir said, "I 
saw Jabir bin 'Abdullah perform several prayers with only one Wudu'. When he would answer 
the call of nature, he performed Wudu' and wiped the top of his Khuffs with his wet hand. I 
said, ' Abu ' Abdullah! Do you do this according to your own opinion' He said, ' Rather, I saw 
the Prophet do the same thing. So, I do what I saw the Messenger of Allah doing.'" Ibn Majah 
also recorded this Hadith. Ahmad recorded that 'Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah bin 'Umar was 
asked; "Did you see ' Abdullah bin ' Umar perform Wudu' for every prayer, whether he was in a 
state of purity or not," 3d he replied, "Asma' bint Zayd bin Al-Khattab told him that 'Abdullah 
bin Hanzalah bin Abi 'Amir Al-Ghasil told her that the Messenger of Allah was earlier 
commanded to perform Wudu' for every prayer, whether he needed it or not. When that 
became hard on him, he was commanded to use Swak for every prayer, and to perform Wudu' 
when Hadath (impurity) occurs. 'Abdullah (Ibn 'Umar) thought that he was able to do that 
(perform Wudu' for every prayer) and he kept doing that until he died." Abu Dawud also 
collected this narration. This practice by Ibn 'Umar demonstrates that it is encouraged, not 
obligatory, to perform Wudu' for every prayer, and this is also the opinion of the majority of 
scholars. Abu Dawud recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas said that when the Messenger of Allah 
once left the area where he answered the call of nature, he was brought something to eat. 
They said, "Should we bring you your water for Wudu" He said, 



« » 

(I was commanded to perform Wudu' when I stand up for prayer.) At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
recorded this Hadith and At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Muslim recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "We were with the Prophet when he went to answer the call of nature and when 
he came back, he was brought some food. He was asked, ' Messenger of Allah! Do you want 
to perform Wudu" He said, 



« » 

(' Why Am I about to pray so that I have to make Wudu'.)'" 

The Intention and Mentioning Allah's Name for Wud ®363 

Allah said; 



(then wash your faces...) The obligation for the intention before Wudu' is proven by this Ayah; 



(When you stand (intend) to offer the Salah then wash your faces...) This is because it is just 
like the Arabs saying; "When you see the leader, then stand." Meaning stand for him. And the 
Two Sahihs recorded the Hadith, 



« » 

(Actions are judged by their intentions, and each person will earn what he intended.) It is also 
recommended before washing the face that one mentions Allah's Name for the Wudu'. A Hadith 
that was narrated by several Companions states that the Prophet said, n 



« » 

(There is no Wudu' for he who does not mention Allah's Name over it.) It is also recommended 
that one washes his hands before he puts his hands in the vessel of water, especially after one 
wakes up from sleep, for the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not put his hand in the pot until he washes it 
thrice, for one of you does not know where his hand spent the night.) The face according to the 
scholars of Fiqh starts where the hair line on the head starts, regardless of one's lack or 
abundance of hair, until the end of the cheeks and chin, and from ear to ear. 



Passing the Fingers through the Beard While Performing Wud ®363 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Wa'il said, "I saw ' Uthman when he was performing Wudu'... 
When he washed his face, he passed his fingers through his beard three times. He said, * I saw 
the Messenger of Allah do what you saw me doing.'" At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded 
this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan Sahih." while Al-Bukhari graded it Hasan. 



How to Perform Wud ®363 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas once performed Wudu' and took a handful of water and 
rinsed his mouth and nose with it. He took another handful of water and joined both hands and 
washed his face. He took another handful of water and washed his right hand, and another 



handful and washed his left hand with it. He next wiped his head. Next, he took a handful of 
water and sprinkled it on his right foot and washed it and took another handful of water and 
washed his left foot. When he finished, he said, "This is how I saw the Messenger of Allah 
(performing Wudu')." Al-Bukhari also recorded it. Allah said, 



(and your hands (forearms) up to (II a) the elbows...) meaning, including the elbows. Allah said 
in another Ayah using Ha , 



(And devour not their substance to (Ma) your substance (by adding or including it in your 
property). Surely, this is a great sin.) It is recommended that those who perform Wudu' should 
wash a part of the upper arm with the elbow. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, my Ummah will be called "those with the radiant appendages" 
because of the traces of Wudu'. Therefore, whoever can increase the area of his radiance 
should do so.) Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "I heard my intimate friend (the 
Messenger ) saying, 



« » 

(The radiance of the believer reaches the areas that the water of (his) Wudu' reaches.)" Allah 
said next, 



(Rub your heads.) It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Malik bin 'Amr bin Yahya Al-Mazini said 
that his father said that a man said to 'Abdullah bin Zayd bin ' Asim, the grandfather of 'Amr 
bin Yahya and one of the Companions of the Messenger , "Can you show me how the Messenger 



of Allah used to perform Wudu"' 'Abdullah bin Zayd said, "Yes." He then asked for a pot of 
water. He poured from it on his hands and washed them twice, then he rinsed his mouth and 
washed his nose with water thrice by putting water in it and blowing it out . He washed his 
face thrice and after that he washed his forearms up to the elbows twice. He then passed his 
wet hands over his head from its front to its back and vice versa, beginning from the front and 
taking them to the back of his head up to the nape of the neck and then brought them to the 
front again from where he had started. He next washed his feet. A similar description of the 
Wudu' of the Messenger of Allah was performed by Al i in the Hadith by ' Abdu Khayr. Abu 
Dawud recorded that Mf awiyah and Al-Miqdad bin Ma' dikarib narrated similar descriptions of 
the Wudu' of the Messenger of Allah . These Hadiths indicate that it is necessary to wipe the 
entire head. * Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Humran bin Aban said, "I saw ' Uthman bin ' Affan 
performing Wudu', and he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice, and then 
rinsed his mouth and washed his nose by putting water in it, and then blowing it out . Then he 
washed his face thrice, and then his right forearm up to the elbows thrice, and washed the left 
forearm thrice. Then he passed his wet hands over his head, then he washed his right foot 
thrice, and next his left foot thrice. After that ' Uthman said, "I saw the Prophet performing 
Wudu' like this, and said, 



» 



« 



(If anyone performs Wudu' like that of mine and offers a two-Rak' ah prayer during which he 
does not think of anything else, then his past sins will be forgiven.)'" Al-Bukhari and Muslim also 
recorded this Hadith in the Two Sahihs. In his Sunan, Abu Dawud also recorded it from 
' Uthman, under the description of Wudu', and in it, that he wiped his head one time. 



The Necessity of Washing the Feet 

Allah said, 



(and your feet up to ankles.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas stated that the Ayah 
refers to washing (the feet). " Abdullah bin Mas' ud, * Urwah, 'Ata', " Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, 
Mujahid, Ibrahim, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Muqatii bin Hayyan, Az-Zuhri and Ibrahim At-Taymi 
said similarly. This clearly indicates the necessity of washing the feet, just as the Salaf have 
said, and not only wiping over the top of the bare foot. 



The Hadithsthat Indicate the Necessity of Washing the Feet 



We mentioned the Hadiths by the two Leaders of the Faithful, ' Uthman and ' Ali, and also by 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mif awiyah, 'Abdullah bin Zayd bin ' Asim and Al-Miqdad bin Ma' dikarib, that the 
Messenger of Allah washed his feet for Wudu', either once, twice or thrice. It is recorded in the 
Two Sahihsthat 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "The Messenger of Allah was once late during atrip 
we were taking, and he caught up with us when the time remaining for the ' Asr prayer was 
short. We were still performing Wudu' (in a rush) and we were wiping our feet. He shouted at 
the top of his voice, 



« » 

(Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.)" The same narration was also 
collected in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah. Muslim recorded that * A'ishah said that the 
Prophet said, 



« » 

(Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.) ' Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Jaz' said 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

« » 

(Save your heels and the bottom of the feet from the Fire. ) It was recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and 
Al-Hakim, and this chain is Sahih. Muslim recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said that a man 
once performed Wudu' and left a dry spot the size of a fingernail on his foot. The Prophet saw 
that and he said to him, 



« » 

(Go back and perform proper Wudu'.) Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded that Anas bin 
Malik said that a man came to the Prophet , after he performed Wudu' and left a dry spot the 
size of a fingernail on hisfoot. The Messenger of Allah said to him, 



« » 

(Go back and perform proper Wudu'.) Imam Ahmad recorded that some of the wives of the 
Prophet said that the Prophet saw a man praying, but noticed a dry spot on hisfoot, the size of 
a Dirham. The Messenger of Allah ordered that man to perform Wudu' again. This Hadith was 
also collected by Abu Dawud from Baqiyyah, who added in his narration, "And (the Prophet 
ordered him) to repeat the prayer." This Hadith has a strong, reasonably good chain of 
narrators. Allah knows best. 



The Necessity of Washing Between the Fingers 

In the Hadith that Humran narrated, 'Uthman washed between his fingers when he was 
describing the Wudu' of the Prophet . The collectors of the Sunan recorded that Laqit bin 
Sabrah said, "I said, " Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Wudu'.' The Messenger replied, 



» 

« 

(Perform Wudu' thoroughly, wash between the fingers and exaggerate in rinsing your nose, 
unless you are fasting.)" 

Wiping Over the Khuffsisan Established Sunnah 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Aws bin Abi Aws said, "I saw the Messenger of Allah 
perform Wudu' and wipe over his Khuffs. He then stood up for prayer." Abu Dawud recorded 
this Hadith by Aws bin Abi Aws, who said in this narration, "I saw the Messenger of Allah , after 
he answered the call of nature, perform Wudu' and wipe over his Khuffs and feet." Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said, "I embraced Islam after Surat Al-Ma'idah 
was revealed and I saw the Messenger of Allah wipe after I became Muslim." It is recorded in 
the Two Sahihs that Hammam said, "Jarir answered the call of nature and then performed 
Wudu' and wiped over his Khuffs. He was asked, " Do you do this' He said, ' Yes. I saw the 
Messenger of Allah , after he answered the call of nature, perform Wudu' and wipe on his 
Khuffs."' Al-A' mash commented that Ibrahim said, "They liked this Hadith because Jarir 
embraced Islam after Surat Al-Ma'idah was revealed." This is the wording collected by Muslim. 
The subject of the Messenger of Allah wiping over his Khuffs, instead of washing the feet, if he 
had worn his Khuffs while having Wudu', reaches the Mutawatir grade of narration, and they 
describe this practice by his words and actions. 

Performing Tayammum with Clean earth When There is no Water 

and When One is III 

Allah said, 



(But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the Gha'it (toilet), or you have 
touched women and you find no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub 
therewith your faces and hands.) We discussed all of this in Surat An-Nisa', and thus we do not 
need to repeat it here. We also mentioned the reason behind revealing this Ayah. Yet, Al- 
Bukhari mentioned an honorable Hadith here specifically about the Tafsir of this noble Ayah. 
He recorded that " A'ishah said, "Upon returning to Al-Madinah, a necklace of mine was broken 
(and lost) in Al-Bayda' area. Allah's Messenger stayed there and went to sleep with his head on 
my lap. Abu Bakr (" A'ishah's father) came and hit me on my flank with his hand saying, 'You 
have detained the people because of a necklace' Sb I wished I were dead because (I could not 
move) the Messenger was sleeping on my lap and because of the pain Abu Bakr caused me. 
Allah's Messenger got up when dawn broke and there was no water. So Allah revealed, 



(0 you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer As-Salah (the prayer), then wash your 
faces) iuntil the end of the Ayah. Usayd bin Al-Hudayr said, ' Othe family of Abu Bakr! Allah 
has blessed the people because of you. Therefore, you are only a blessing for the people." Allah 
said, 



(Allah does not want to place you in difficulty,) This is why He made things easy and lenient for 
you. This is why He allowed you to use Tayammum when you are ill and when you do not find 
water, to make things comfortable for you and as mercy for you. Allah made Tayammum in 
place of Wudu', and Allah made it the same as ablution with water for the one who it is 
legitimate for, except for certain things, as we mentioned before. For example; Tayammum 
only involves one strike with the hand on the sand and wiping the face and hands. Allah said, 



(but He wants to purify you, and to complete His favor on you that you may be thankful.) for 
His bounties on you, such as His easy, kind, merciful, comfortable and lenient legislation. 



Supplicating to Allah after Wud ®363 

The Sunnah encourages supplicating to Allah after Wudu' and states that those who do so are 
among those who seek to purify themselves, as the Ayah above states. Imam Ahmad, Muslim 
and the collectors of Sunan narrated that ' Uqbah bin " Amir said, "We were on watch, guarding 



camels, and when my turn to guard came, I took the camels back at night. I found that the 
Messenger of Allah was giving a speech to the people. I heard these words from that speech: 



» 



« 



(Any Muslim who performs Wudu' properly, then stands up and prays a two Rak'ah prayer with 
full attention in his heart and face, will earn Paradise.) I said, 'What a good statement this is!' 
A person who was close by said, 'The statement he said before it is even better.' When I 
looked, I found t hat it was ' Umar, who said, 'I saw t hat you j ust came. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(When any of you performs Wudu' properly and says, * I bear witness that there is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger', the eight 
doors of Paradise will be opened for him so that he can enter from any door he wishes.)" This is 
the wording collected by Muslim. 



The Virtue of Wud ®363 

Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(When the Muslim or the believing servant performs Wudu' and washes his face, every sin that 
he looked at with his eyes will depart from his face with the water, or with the last drop of 
water. When he washes his hands, every sin that his hands committed will depart from his 
hands with the water, or with the last drop of water. When he washes his feet, every sin to 
which his feet took him will depart with the water, or with the last drop of water. Until, he 
ends up sinless.) Muslim also recorded it. Muslim recorded that Abu Malik Al-Asrf ari said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Purity is half of faith and Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah (all the thanks are due to Allah) fills the Mizan (the 
Scale). And Subhan Allah and Allahu Akbar (all praise is due to Allah, and Allah is the Most 
Great) fills what is between the heaven and earth. As-Sawm (the fast) is a Junnah (a shield), 
Sabr (patience) is a light, Sadaqah (charity) is evidence (of faith) and the Qur'an is proof for, or 
against you. Every person goes out in the morning and ends up selling himself, he either frees 
his soul or destroys it.) Muslim recorded that Ibn " Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah does not accept charity from one who commits Ghulul, or prayer without purity.) 



(7. And remember Allah's favor to you and His covenant with which He bound you when you 
said: "We hear and we obey." And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Knower of that which 
is in the breasts.) (8. O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just witnesses; and let 
not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just, that is nearer to Taqwa; 
and have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) (9. Allah has 
promised those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, that for them there is forgiveness 
and a great reward (i.e. Paradise).) (10. And they who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat are those 
who will be the dwellers of the Hell-fire.) (11. Oyou who believe! Remember the favor of Allah 
unto you when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their hands against you, but 
(Allah) held back their hands from you. So have Taqwa of Allah. And in Allah let the believers 
put their trust.) 



Reminding the Believers of the Bounty of the Message and Islam 



Allah reminds His believing servants of His bounty by legislating this glorious religion and 
sending them this honorable Messenger. He also reminds them of the covenant and pledges 
that He took from them to follow the Messenger , support and aid him, implement his Law and 
convey it on his behalf, while accepting it themselves. Allah said, 



(And remember Allah's favor upon you and His covenant with which He bound you when you 
said, "We hear and we obey.") This is the pledge that they used to give to the Messenger of 
Allah when they embraced Islam. They used to say, "We gave our pledge of obedience to the 
Messenger of Allah to hear and obey, in times when we are active and otherwise, even if we 
were passed on for rights, and not to dispute leadership with its rightful people." Allah also 
said, 



(And what is the matter with you that you believe not in Allah! While the Messenger invites you 
to believe in your Lord; and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real believers.) It 
was also said that this Ayah (5:7) reminds the Jews of the pledges and promises Allah took from 
them to follow Muhammad and adhere to his Law, as Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
" Abbas stated. Allah then said, 



(And have Taqwa of Allah.) in all times and situations. Allah says that He knows the secrets and 
thoughts that the hearts conceal, 



(Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the secrets of (your) breasts.) 

The Necessity of Observing Justice 

Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah...) meaning, in truth for the sake of Allah, not 
for the sake of people or for fame, 



(as just witnesses) observing justice and not transgression. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat 
An-Nu' man bin Bashir said, "My father gave me a gift, but ' Amrah bint Rawahah, my mother, 
said that she would not agree to it unless he made Allah's Messenger as a witness to it. So, my 
father went to Allah's Messenger to ask him to be a witness to his giving me the gift. Allah's 
Messenger asked, 



« » 

f Have you given the like of it to everyone of your offspring') He replied in the negative. Allah's 
Messenger said, 



« » 

(Have Taqwa of Allah and treat your children equally.) And said; 

« » 

(I shall not be witness to injustice.) My father then returned and took back his gift." Allah said; 



(and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. ) The Ayah commands: Do 
not be carried away by your hatred for some people to avoid observing justice with them. 
Rather, be just with every one, whether a friend or an enemy. This is why Allah said, 



(Be just: that is nearer to Taqwa) this is better than if you abandon justice in this case. 
Although Allah said that observing justice is' nearer to Taqwa', there is not any other course of 
action to take, therefore ' nearer' here means' is'. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairer of places 
for repose.) Some of the female Companions said to ' Umar, "You are more rough and crude 
than the Messenger of Allah ," meaning, you are rough, not that the Prophet is rough at all. 
Allah said next, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is WellAcquainted with what you do.) and 
consequently, He will reward or punish you according to your actions, whether good or evil. 
Hence Allah's statement afterwards, 



(Allah has promised those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, that for them there is 
forgiveness) for their sins, 



(and a great reward.) which is Paradise, that is part of Allah's mercy for His servants. They will 
not earn Paradise on account of their good actions, but rather on account of His mercy and 
favor, even though they will qualify to earn this mercy on account of their good actions. Allah 
has made these actions the cause and path that lead to His mercy, favor, pardon and 
acceptance. Therefore, all this is from Allah Alone and all thanks are due to Him. Allah said 
next, 



(And they who disbelieve and deny our Ayat are those who will be the dwellers of the Hell- 
fire.) This only demonstrates Allah's perfect justice, wisdom and judgment, He is never wrong, 
for He isthe Most Wise, Most Just and Most Able. 



Among Allah's Favors is that He Prevented the Disbelievers from 

Fighting the Muslims 

Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah unto you when some people desired (made a 
plan) to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) withheld their hands from you.) 
' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Jabir said, "The Prophet once stayed at an area and the people 
spread out seeking shade under various trees. The Prophet hung his weapon on a tree, and a 
bedouin man came and took possession of the Prophet's weapon and held it aloft. He came 
towards the Prophet and said, 'Who can protect you from me' He replied, 'Allah, the Exalted, 
Most Honored.' The bedouin man repeated his question twice or thrice, each time the Prophet 
answering him by saying, 'Allah.' The bedouin man then lowered the sword, and the Prophet 
called his Companions and told them what had happened while the bedouin was sitting next to 
him, for the Prophet did not punish him.' Ma' mar said that Qatadah used to mention that some 
Arabs wanted to have the Prophet killed, so they sent that bedouin. Qatadah would then 
mention this Ayah, 



(Remember the favor of Allah unto you when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out 
their hands against you...) The story of this bedouin man, whose name is Ghawrath bin Al- 
Harith, is mentioned in the Sahih. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, Mujahid and ' Ikrimah said 
that this Ayah was revealed about Bani An-Nadir, who plotted to drop a stone on the head of 
the Messenger when he came to them for help to pay the blood money of two persons whom 
Muslims killed. The Jews left the execution of this plot to 'Amr bin Jihash bin Ka' b and 
ordered him to throw a stone on the Prophet from above, when he came to them and sat under 
the wall. Allah told His Prophet about their plot, and he went back to Al-Madinah and his 
Companions followed him later on. Allah sent down this Ayah concerning this matter. Allah's 
statement, 



(And in Allah let the believers put their trust.) and those who do so, then Allah shall suffice for 
them and shall protect them from the evil plots of the people. Thereafter, Allah commanded 



His Messenger to expel Bani An-Nadir, and he laid siege to their area and forced them to 
evacuate Al-Madinah. 



(12. Indeed, Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel (Jews), and We appointed 
twelve leaders among them. And Allah said: "I am with you if you perform the Salah and give 
the Zakah and believe in My Messengers; honor and assist them, and lend to Allah a good loan, 
verily, I will remit your sins and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise). But 
if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has indeed gone astray from the straight way.") (13. So, 
because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts grow hard. 



They changed the words from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the 
Message that was sent to them. And you will not cease to discover deceit in them, except a few 
of them. But forgive them and overlook (their misdeeds). Verily, Allah loves the doers of good.) 
(14. And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant, but they have 
abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them. So We planted amongst them 
enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection; and Allah will inform them of what they used to 
do.) 



Cursing the People of the Book for Breaking the Covenant 

Allah commanded His believing servants to fullfil the promises and pledges that He took from 
them and which they gave His servant and Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him. Allah 
also commanded them to stand for the truth and give correct testimony. He also reminded 
them of the obvious and subtle favors of the truth and guidance that He granted them. Next, 
Allah informed them of the pledges and promises that He took from the People of the Book, 
who were before them, the Jews and Christians. When they broke these promises and 
covenants, Allah cursed them as a consequence and expelled them from His grace and mercy. 
He also sealed their hearts from receiving guidance and the religion of truth, beneficial 
knowledge and righteous actions. Allah said, 



(Indeed Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel and We appointed twelve leaders 
among them.) These twelve people were leaders who gave the pledge to Allah to listen and 
obey Allah, His Messenger and His Book on behalf of their tribes. Muhammad bin Ishaq and Ibn 
~ Abbas said that this occurred when Musa went to fight the mighty enemy (in Palestine), and 
Allah commanded him to choose a leader from every tribe. 

The Leaders of Ansar on the Night of ' Aqabah 

Likewise, when the Messenger of Allah took the pledge from the Ansar in the 'Aqabah area, 
there were twelve leaders from the Ansar. There were three men from the tribe of Aws: Usayd 
bin Al-Hudayr, Sa' d bin Khaythamah and Rifa" ah bin * Abdul-Mundhir, or Abu Al-Haytham bin 
At-Tayhan. There were nine people from the tribe of Khazraj: Abu Umamah As' ad bin Zurarah, 
Sa'd bin Ar-Rabr , 'Abdullah bin Rawahah, RafT bin Malik bin Al-' Ajlan, Al-Bara' bin Ma rur, 
~ Ubadah bin As-Samit, Sa' d bin ' Ubadah, 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Haram and Al-Mundhir bin 
' Umar bin Khunays. Ka' b bin Malik mentioned these men in his poem, as recorded by Ibn 
Ishaq. On that night, these men were the leaders or representatives of their tribes by the 
command of the Prophet . They gave the pledge and promise of allegiance and obedience to 
the Prophet on behalf of their people. Allah said, 



(And Allah said, "I am with you...) with My protection, support and aid, 



(if you perform the Salah and give the Zakah and believe in My Messengers;) concerning what 
they bring you of the revelation, 



(honor and assist them...) and support them on the truth, 



(and lend to Allah a good loan...) by spending in His cause, seeking to please Him. 



(verily, I will remit your sins) and errors, I will erase them, cover them, and will not punish you 
for them, 



(and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise).) thus, protecting you from 
what you fear and granting you what you seek. 



Breaking the Covenant 

Allah said, 



(But if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has indeed gone astray from the straight way.) 
Therefore, those who break this covenant, even though they pledged and vowed to keep it, 
yet, they broke it and denied it ever existed, they have avoided the clear path and deviated 
from the path of guidance to the path of misguidance. Allah then mentioned the punishment 
that befell those who broke His covenant and the pledge they gave Him, 



(So because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them...) Allah states, because of 
their breaking the promise that We took from them, We cursed them, deviated them away 
from the truth, and expelled them from guidance, 



(and made their hearts grow hard...) and they do not heed any word of advice that they hear, 
because of t he hardness of t hei r heart s. 



(They change the words from their (right) places...) Snce their comprehension became 
corrupt, they behaved treacherously with Allah's Ayat, altering His Book from its apparent 
meanings which He sent down, and distorting its indications. They attributed to Allah what He 
did not say, and we seek refuge with Allah from such behavior. 



(and have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them.) by not implementing 
it and by ignoring it. Allah said next, 



(And you will not cease to discover deceit in them,) such as their plots and treachery against 
you, Muhammad, and your Companions. Mujahid said that this Ayah refersto their plot to kill 
the Messenger of Allah . 



(But forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds).) This, indeed, is the ultimate victory and 
triumph. Some of the Salaf said, "You would never treat those who disobey Allah with you 
better than obeying Allah with them." This way, their hearts will gather around the truth and 
Allah might lead them to the right guidance. This is why Allah said, 



(Verily, Allah loves the doers of good.) Therefore, forgive those who err against you. Qatadah 
said that this Ayah was abrogated with Allah's statement, 



(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day). 



The Christians Also Broke their Covenant with Allah and the 
Repercussion of this Behavior 

Allah said, 



(And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant,) Meaning: 'From 
those who call themselves Christians and followers of ' Isa, son of Maryam, while in fact they 
are not asthey claim. We took from them the covenant and pledgesthat they would follow the 
Prophet , aid him, honor him and follow his footsteps.' And that they would believe in every 
Prophet whom Allah sends to the people of the earth. They imitated the Jews and broke the 
promises and the pledges. This is why Allah said, 



(but they have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them. So We planted 
amongst them enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection;) Meaning: 'We planted enmity 
and hatred between them, and they will remain like this until the Day of Resurrection.' Indeed, 
the numerous Christian sects have always been enemies and adversaries of each other, 
accusing each other of heresy and cursing each other. Each sect among them excommunicates 
the other sects and does not allow them entrance to their places of worship. The Monarchist 
sect accuses the Jacobite sect of heresy, and such is the case with the Nestorians and the 
Arians. Each sect among them will continue to accuse the other of disbelief and heresy in this 
life and on the Day when the Witnesses will come forth. Allah then said, 



(and Allah will inform them of what they used to do.) warning and threatening the Christians 
because of their lies against Allah and His Messenger and their false claims about Allah, 
hallowed be He above what they say about Him. The Christians attribute a companion and a 



son to Allah, while He is the One and Only, the All-Sufficient, Who neither begets nor was He 
begotten, and there is none like unto Him. 



(15. People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of 
that which you used to hide from the Scripture and passing over much. Indeed, there has come 
to you from Allah a light and a plain Book.) (16. Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His 
Pleasure to ways of peace, and He brings them out of darkness by His permission unto light and 
guidesthem to a straight path.) 



Explaining the Truth Through the Messenger and the Qur'an 

Allah states that He sent His Messenger Muhammad with the guidance and the religion of truth 
to all the people of the earth, the Arabs and non-Arabs, lettered and unlettered. Allah also 
states that He sent Muhammad with clear evidences and the distinction between truth and 
falsehood. Allah said, 



(0 People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of that 
which you used to hide from the Scripture and passing over much.) So the Prophet explained 
where they altered, distorted, changed and lied about Allah. He also ignored much of what 
they changed, since it would not bring about any benefit if it was explained. In his Mustadrak, 
Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn " Abbas said, "He who disbelieves in stoning (the adulterer to death) 
will have inadvertently disbelieved in the Qur'an, for Allah said, 



(0 People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of that 
which you used to hide from the Scripture) and stoning was among the things that they used to 
hide." Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih, and they did not record it." Allah next mentions the 
Glorious Qur'an that He sent down to His honorable Prophet , 



(Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light and a plain Book. Wherewith Allah guides all 
those who seek His pleasure to ways of peace.) meaning, ways of safety and righteousness, 



(and He brings them out of darkness by His permission unto light and guides them to a straight 
path.) He thus saves them from destruction and explains to them the best, most clear path. 
Therefore, He protects them from what they fear, and brings about the best of what they long 
for, all the while ridding them of misguidance and directing them to the best, most righteous 
state of being. 



(17. Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam. Say: "Who 
then has the least power against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of Maryam, his 
mother, and all those who are on the earth together" And to Allah belongs the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them. He creates what He wills. And Allah is 
able to do all things.) (18. And the Jews and the Christians say: "We are the children of Allah 
and His loved ones." Say: "Why then does He punish you for your sins" Nay, you are but human 
beings of those He has created, He forgives whom He wills and He punishes whom He wills. And 
to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them; and 
to Him isthe return (of all).) e 



The Polytheism and Disbelief of the Christians 

Allah states that the Christians are disbelievers because of their claim that " Isa, son of 
Maryam, one of Allah's servants and creatures, is Allah. Allah is holier than what they attribute 
to Him. Allah then reminds them of His perfect ability over everything and that everything is 
under His complete control and power, 



(Say: "Who then has the least power against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of 
Maryam, his mother, and all those who are on the earth together") Therefore, if Allah wills to 
do that, who would be able to stop Him or prevent Him from doing it Allah then said, 



(And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them. 
He creates what He wills.) All things in existence are Allah's property and creation and He is 
able to do everything. He is never asked about what He does with His power, domain, justice 



and greatness so this refutes the Christian creed, may Allah's continued curses be upon them 
until the Day of Resurrection. 

Refuting the People of the Book's Claim that they are Allah's 

Children 

Allah then refutesthe Christians' and Jews' false claims and lies, 



(And the Jews and the Christians say, "We are the children of Allah and His loved ones.") They 
claim: "We are the followers of Allah's Prophets, who are His children, whom He takes care of. 
He also loves us." The People of the Book claim in their Book that Allah said to His servant 
Isra'il, "You are my firstborn." But they explained this statement in an improper manner and 
altered its meaning. Some of the People of the Book who later became Muslims refuted this 
false statement saying, "This statement only indicates honor and respect, as iscommon in their 
speech at that time." The Christians claim that x Isa said to them, "I will go back to my father 
and your father," meaning, my Lord and your Lord. It is a fact that the Christians did not claim 
that they too are Allah's sons as they claimed about ' Isa. Rather this statement by ' Isa only 
meant to indicate a closeness with Allah. This is why when they said that they are Allah's 
children and loved ones, Allah refuted their claim, 



(Say, "Why then does He punish you for your sins") meaning, if you were truly as you claim, 
Allah's children and loved ones, then why did He prepare the Fire because of your disbelief, lies 
and false claims 



(Nay, you are but human beings, of those He has created,) Allah states: you are just like the 
rest of the children of Adam, and Allah isthe Lord of all Hiscreation, 



(He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills.) Allah does what He wills, there is 
none who can escape His judgement, and He is swift in reckoning. 



(And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them;) 
Therefore, everything is Allah's property and under His power and control, 



(and to Him isthe return.) In the end, the return will be to Allah and He will judge between His 
servants as He will, and He isthe Most Just Who is never wrong in Hisjudgment. 



(19. People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger making (things) clear unto 
you, after a break in (the series of) Messengers, lest you say: "There came to us no bringer of 
glad tidings and no warner." But now has come unto you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner. 
And Allah is able to do all things. ) Allah is addressing the People of the Book -- the Jews and 
the Christians, saying that He has sent His Messenger Muhammad to them, the Final Prophet, 
after whom there will be no Prophet or Messenger. Rather, He isthe Final Messenger who came 
after a long time passed between him and ' Isa, son of Maryam peace be upon them. There is a 
difference of opinion about the length of time between x Isa and Muhammad . Abu ' Uthman An- 
Nahdi and Qatadah were reported to have said that this period was six hundred years. Al- 
Bukhari also recorded this opinion from Salman Al - Far i si . Qatadah said that this period was five 
hundred and sixty years, while Ma' mar said that it is five hundred and forty years. Some said 
that this period is six hundred and twenty years. There is no contradiction here if we consider 
the fact that those who said that this period was six hundred years were talking about solar 
years, while the second refers to lunar years, since there is a difference of about three years 
between every one hundred lunar and solar years. As in Allah's statement, 



(And they stayed in their Cave three hundred years, adding nine.) meaning, nine more lunar 
years to substitute for the difference between lunar and solar years, thus agreeing with the 
three hundred years that the People of the Book knew about. We should assert again that the 
time period we mentioned here was between ' Isa, the last Prophet to the Children of Israel, 
and Muhammad , the Last Prophet and Messenger among the children of Adam. In the Sahih 
collected by Al-Bukhari, Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I, among all people, have the most right to the son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet 
between Him and I.) This Hadith refutes the opinion of Al-Quda' i and others, that there was a 
Prophet after " Isa called Khalid bin Snan. Allah sent Muhammad after a period of time during 
which there was no Prophet, clear path, or unchanged religions. Idol worshipping, fire 
worshipping and cross worshipping flourished during this time. Therefore, the bounty of 
sending Muhammad was the perfect bounty at a time when he was needed the most. Evil had 
filled the earth by then, and tyranny and ignorance had touched all the servants, except a few 
of those who remained loyal to the true teachings of previous Prophets, such as some Jewish 
rabbis, Christian priests and Sabian monks. Imam Ahmad recorded that * lyad bin Himar Al- 
Mujash' i said that the Prophet gave a speech one day and said, 



» 



•( ) 



« : 

(My Lord has commanded me to teach you what you have no knowledge of and of which He 
taught me this day, 'All the wealth that I gave to My servants is permissible. I created all My 
servants Hunafa (monot heists). But, the devils came to them and deviated them from their 
religion, prohibited for them what I allowed and commanded them to associate others with Me 
in worship , which I gave no permission for.' Then Allah looked at the people of the earth and 
disliked them all, the Arabs and non-Arabs among them, except a few from among the Children 
of Israel. Allah said (to me), ' I only sent you to test you and to test with you. I sent to you a 
Book that cannot be washed by water (it is eternal), and you will read it while asleep and while 
awake.' Allah has also Commanded me to burn (destroy) Quraysh. 3d I said, ' Lord! They will 
smash my head and leave it like a piece of bread.' He said, ' I will drive them out as they drove 
you out, and when you invade them We will help you. Spend on them (your companions) and 
We will spend on you, send an army and We will send five armies like it (in its support). Fight 
with those who obey you, against those who disobey you. And the inhabitants of Paradise are 
three: a just, prosperous, and charitable ruler; A merciful man who has a kind heart toward 
every relative and every Muslim; a forgiving, poor man with dependants who is charitable . 
And the inhabitants of the Fire are five: the weak one with no religion; those who follow after 
you not for family reasons nor wealth; and the treacherous who does not hide his treachery, 
acting treacherous in even the most insignificant matters; and a person who comes every 



morning and every evening, is cheating your family or your wealth.') And he mentioned the 
stingy, or the liar, and the foulmouthed person." Therefore, the Hadith states that Allah looked 
at the people of the earth and disliked them all, both the Arabs and non-Arabs among them, 
except a few among the Children of Israel, or a few among the People of the Book as Muslim 
recorded. The religion was distorted and changed for the people of the earth until Allah sent 
Muhammad , and Allah, thus, guided the creatures and took them away from the darkness to 
the light and placed them on a clear path and a glorious Law. Allah said, 



(lest you say, "There came unto us no bringer of glad tidings and no warner.") meaning, so that 
you, who changed the true religion, do not make it an excuse and say, "No Messenger came to 
us bringing glad tidings and warning against evil." There has come to you a bringer of good 
news and a warner, Muhammad . 



(And Allah is able to do all things. ) Ibn Jarir said this part of the Ayah means, "I am able to 
punish those who disobey Me and to reward those who obey Me." 



(20. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "0 my people! Remember the favor of Allah 
to you: when He made Prophets among you, made you kings and gave you what He had not 
given to any other among the nations (Al-' Alamin).") (21. "O my people! Enter the Holy Land 
which Allah has assigned to you and turn not back; for then you will be returned as losers.") 
(22. They said: "0 Musa! In it are a people of great strength, and we shall never enter it, till 
they leave it; when they leave, then we will enter.") (23. Two men of those who feared (Allah 
and) on whom Allah had bestowed His grace said: "Assault them through the gate; for when you 
are in, victory will be yours. And put your trust in Allah if you are believers indeed.") (24. They 
said: "0 Musa! We shall never enter it as long as they are there. So go, you and your Lord, and 
fight you two, we are sitting right here.") (25. He Musa said: "0 my Lord! I have power only 
over myself and my brother, so Ifruq us from the rebellious people!") (26. (Allah) said: 
"Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction they will wander through the 
land. So do not greive for the rebellious people.") 



Allah states that His servant, Messenger, to whom He spoke directly, Musa, the son of ' Imran, 
reminded his people that among the favors Allah granted them, is that He will give them all of 
the good of this life and the Hereafter, if they remain on the righteous and straight path. Allah 
said, 



(And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "0 my people! Remember the favor of Allah to 
you, when He made Prophets among you,) for whenever a Prophet died, another rose among 
them, from the time of their father Ibrahim and thereafter. There were many Prophets among 
the Children of Israel calling to Allah and warning against His torment, until ' Isa was sent as 
the final Prophet from the Children of Israel. Allah then sent down the revelation to the Final 
Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad, the son of " Abdullah, from the offspring of Ismail, the 
son of Ibrahim, peace be upon them. Muhammad is the most honorable Prophet of all times. 
Allah said next, 



(made you kings) ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn 'Abbas commented: "Having a servant, a 
wife and a house." In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A wife and a 
servant, and, a 



(and gave you what He had not given to any other among the nations (" Alamin).) means, during 
their time." Al-Hakim said, "Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Sahihs, but they did not 
collect it." Qatadah said, "They were the first people to take servants." A Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(He among you who wakes up while healthy in body, safe in his family and having the provision 
for that very day, is as if the world and all that was in it were collected for him.) Allah's 
statement, 



(and gave you what He had not given to any other among the nations (Al-' Alamin).) means, 
during your time, as we stated. The Children of Israel were the most honorable among the 
people of their time, compared to the Greek, Copts and the rest of mankind. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 



(And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and the understanding of the 
Scripture and its laws, and the Prophethood; and provided them with good things, and 
preferred them above the nations (AI-' Alamin).) Allah said, 



(They said: "0 Musa! Make for us a god as they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant 
people." Musa added: "Verily, these people will be destroyed for that which they are engaged 
in (idol worship)." And all that they are doing is in vain. He said: "Shall I seek for you a god 
other than Allah, while He has given you superiority over the nations.") Therefore, they were 
the best among the people of their time. The Muslim Ummah is more respected and honored 
before Allah, and has a more perfect legislative code and system of life, it has the most 
honorable Prophet, the larger kingdom, more provisions, wealth and children, a larger domain 
and more lasting glory than the Children of Israel. Allah said, 



(Thus We have made you, a just (the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind.) We 
mentioned the Mutawatir Hadiths about the honor of this Ummah and its status and honor with 
Allah, when we explained Allah's statement in Surah AI-' Imran (3), 



(You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind...) Allah states next that Musa 
encouraged the Children of Israel to perform Jihad and enter Jerusalem, which was under their 
control during the time of their father Ya' qub. Ya' qub and his children later moved with his 
children and household to Egypt during the time of Prophet Yusuf. His offspring remained in 
Egypt until their exodus with Musa. They found a mighty, strong people in Jerusalem who had 
previously taken it over. Musa, Allah's Messenger, ordered the Children of Israel to enter 
Jerusalem and fight their enemy, and he promised them victory and triumph over the mighty 
people if they did so. They declined, rebelled and defied his order and were punished for forty 
years by being lost, wandering in the land uncertain of where they should go. This was their 
punishment for defying Allah's command. Allah said that Musa ordered them to enter the Holy 
Land, 



(which Allah has assigned to you) meaning, which Allah has promised to you by the words of 
your father Isra'il, that it isthe inheritance of those among you who believe. 



(and turn not back) in flight from Jihad. 



(". ..for then you will be returned as losers." They said, "0 Musa! In it are a people of great 
strength, and we shall never enter it, till they leave it; when they leave, then we will enter.") 
Their excuse was this, in this very town you commanded us to enter and fight its people, there 
is a mighty, strong, vicious people who have tremendous physique and physical ability. We are 
unable to stand against these people or fight them. Therefore, they said, we are incapable of 
entering this city as long as they are still in it, but if they leave it, we will enter it. Otherwise, 
we cannot stand against them. 



The Speeches of Yuwsha (Joshua) and Kalib (Caleb) 

Allah said, 



(Two men of those who feared (Allah and) on whom Allah had bestowed Hisgrace said...) When 
the Children of Israel declined to obey Allah and follow His Messenger Musa, two righteous men 
among them, on whom Allah had bestowed a great bounty and who were afraid of Allah and His 
punishment, encouraged them to go forward. It was also said that the Ayah reads in a way that 
means that these men were respected and honored by their people. These two men were 
Yuwsha' , the son of Nun, and Kalib, the son of Yufna, as Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 
'Atiyyah, As-Suddi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and several other Salaf and latter scholars stated. These 
two men said to their people, 



("Assault them through the gate, for when you are in, victory will be yours. And put your trust 
in Allah if you are believers indeed.") Therefore, they said, if you rely on and trust in Allah, 
follow His command and obey His Messenger, then Allah will give you victory over your enemies 
and will give you triumph and dominance over them. Thus, you will conquer the city that Allah 
has promised you. This advice did not benefit them in the least, 



(They said, "O Musa! We shall never enter it as long as they are there. 3d go, you and your 
Lord, and fight you two, we are sitting right here.") This is how they declined to join Jihad, 
defied their Messenger, and refused to fight their enemy. 



The Righteous Response of the Companions During the Battle of 

Badr 

Compare this to the better response the Companions gave to the Messenger of Allah during the 
battle of Badr, when he asked for their advice about fighting the Quraysh army that came to 
protect the caravan led by Abu Sufyan. When the Muslim army missed the caravan and the 
Quraysh army, between nine hundred and one thousand strong, helmet ed and drawing closer, 
Abu Bakr stood up and said something good. Several more Muhajirin also spoke, all the while 
the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(Advise me, Muslims!) inquiring of what the Ansar, the majority then, had to say. Sa' d bin 
Mu* adh said, "It looks like you mean us, Messenger of Allah! By He Who has sent you with the 
Truth! If you seek to cross this sea and went in it, we will follow you and none among us will 
remain behind. We would not hate for you to lead us to meet our enemy tomorrow. We are 
patient in war, vicious in battle. May Allah allow you to witness from our efforts what comforts 
your eyes. Therefore, march forward with the blessing of Allah." The Messenger of Allah () was 
pleased with the words of Sa' d and was encouraged to march on. Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah 
recorded that Anas said that when the Messenger of Allah went to Badr, he asked the Muslims 
for their opinion, and ' Umar gave his. The Prophet again asked the Muslims for their opinion 
and the Ansar said, "0 Ansar! It is you whom the Prophet wants to hear." They said, "We will 
never say as the Children of Israel said to Musa, 



(So go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, we are sitting right here.) By He Who has sent 
you with the Truth! If you took the camels to Bark Al-Ghimad (near Makkah) we shall follow 
you." Imam Ahmad, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Hibban also recorded this Hadith. In the Book of Al- 
Maghazi and At-Tafsir, Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "On the day of 
Badr, Al-Miqdad said, '0 Messenger of Allah! We will never say to you what the Children of 
Israel said to Musa, 



(So go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, we are sitting right here.) Rather, march on and 
we will be with you.' The Messenger of Allah was satisfied after hearing this statement." 



Musa Supplicates to Allah Against the Jews 

Musa said, 



("0 my Lord! I have power only over myself and my brother, so separate us from the rebellious 
people!") When the Children of Israel refused to fight, Musa became very angry with them and 
supplicated to Allah against them, 



(0 my Lord! I have power only over myself and my brother') meaning, only I and my brother 
Harun among them will obey, implement Allah's command and accept the call, 



(So Ifruq us from the rebellious people!) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Meaning, 
judge between us and them." * Ali bin Abi Talhah reported similarly from him. Ad-Dahhak said 
that the Ayah means, "Judge and decide between us and them." Other scholars said that the 
Ayah means, "Separate between us and them." 



Forbidding the Jews from Entering the Holy Land for Forty Years 

Allah said, 



(Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction they will wander through the 
land.) When Musa supplicated against the Jews for refusing to fight in Jihad, Allah forbade 
them from entering the land for forty years. They wandered about lost in the land of At-Tih, 
unable to find their way out. During this time, tremendous miracles occurred, such as the 
clouds that shaded them and the manna and quails Allah sent down for them. Allah brought 
forth water springs from solid rock, and the other miracles that He aided Musa bin " Imran with. 
During this time, the Tawrah was revealed and the Law was established for the Children of 
Israel and the Tabernacle of the Covenant was erected. 



Conquering Jerusalem 

Allah's statement, 



(for forty years;) defines, 



(in distraction they will wander through the land.) When these years ended, Yuwsha' bin Nun 
led those who remained among them and the second generation, and laid siege to Jerusalem, 
conquering it on a Friday afternoon. When the sun was about to set and Yuwsha' feared that 
the Sabbath would begin, he said (to the sun), "You are commanded and I am commanded, as 
well. Allah! Make it stop setting for me." Allah made the sun stop setting until Yuwsha' bin 
Nun conquered Jerusalem. Next, Allah commanded Yuwsha* to order the Children of Israel to 
enter Jerusalem from itsgate while bowing and saying Hittah, meaning, ' remove our sins.' Yet, 
they changed what they were commanded and entered it while dragging themselves on their 
behinds and saying, " Habbah (a seed) in Sha' rah (a hair)." We mentioned all of this in the 
Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



(Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction they will wander through the 
land.) "They wandered in the land for forty years, during which Musa and Harun died, as well as 
everyone above forty years of age. When the forty years ended, Yuwsha' son of Nun assumed 
their leadership and later conquered Jerusalem. When Yuwsha' was reminded that the day was 
Friday and the sun was about to set, while they were still attacking Jerusalem, he feared that 
the Sabbath might begin. Therefore, he said to the sun, 'I am commanded and you are 
commanded.' Allah made the sun stop setting and the Jews conquered Jerusalem and found 
wealth unseen before. They wanted to let the fire consume the booty, but the fire would not 
do that. Yuwsha' said, ' Same of you have committed theft from the booty.' So he summoned 
the twelve leaders of the twelve tribes and took the pledge from them. Then, the hand of one 
of them became stuck to the hand of Yuwsha' and Yuwsha' said, " You committed the theft, so 
bring it forth.' So, that man brought a cow's head made of gold with two eyes made of precious 
stones and a set of teeth made of pearls. When Yuwsha' added it to the booty, the fire 
consumed it, as they were prohibited to keep the booty." There is evidence supporting all of 
this in the Sahih. 

Allah Comforts Musa 

Contorting Musa, Allah said 



(So do not greive for the rebellious people.) Allah said: Do not feel sorrow or sadness over My 
judgment against them, for they deserve such judgment. This story chastises the Jews, exposes 
their defiance of Allah and His Messenger, and their refusal to obey the order for Jihad. They 
were weak and could not bear the thought of fighting their enemy, being patient, and enduring 
this way. This occurred although they had the Messenger of Allah and the one whom He spoke 
to among them, the best of Allah's creation that time. Their Prophet promised them triumph 
and victory against their enemies. They also witnessed the torment and punishment of 
drowning with which Allah punished their enemy Fif awn and his soldiers, so that their eyes 
were pleased and comforted. All this did not happen too long ago, yet they refused to perform 
Jihad against people who had less than a tenth of the power and strength than the people of 
Egypt had. Therefore, the evil works of the Jews were exposed to everyone, and the exposure 
was such an enormous one that the night, or the tail, can never cover its tracks. They were 
also blinded by their ignorance and transgression. Thus, they became hated by Allah, and they 
became His enemies. Yet, they claim that they are Allah's children and His loved ones! May 
Allah curse their faces that were transformed to the shape of swine and apes, and may Allah's 
curse accompany them to the raging Fire. May Allah make them abide in the Fire for eternity, 
and He did; all thanks are due to Him. 



(27. And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in truth; when each offered a 
sacrifice, it was accepted from the one but not from the other. The latter said to the former: "I 
will surely, kill you." The former said: "Verily, Allah accepts only from those who have Taqwa.) 
(28. "If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against 
you to kill you, for I fear Allah; the Lord of all that exists.") (29. "Verily, I intend to let you 
draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and 
that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.") (30. 3d the soul of the other encouraged him and 
made fair-seeming to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became one of the 
losers.) (31. Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show him how to hide the 
dead body of his brother. He said: "Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to 
hide the dead body of my brother" Then he became one of those who regretted.) 

The Story of Habil (Abel) and Qabil (Cain) 

Allah describes the evil end and consequence of transgression, envy and injustice in the story 
of the two sons of Adam, Habil and Qabil. One of them fought against the other and killed him 
out of envy and transgression, because of the bounty that Allah gave his brother and because 
the sacrifice that he sincerely offered to Allah was accepted. The murdered brother earned 
forgiveness for his sins and was admitted into Paradise, while the murderer failed and earned a 
losing deal in both the lives. Allah said, 



(And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in truth;) meaning, tell these envious, 
unjust people, the brothers of swine and apes from the Jews and their likes among mankind, 
the story of the two sons of Adam, Habil and Qabil, as many scholars among the Salaf and later 
generations said. Allah's statement, 



(in truth;) means, clearly and without ambiguity, alteration, confusion, change, addition or 
deletion. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Verily, this isthe true narrative about the story of ' Isa 



(We narrate unto you their story with truth, ) and, 



(Such is 'Isa, son of Maryam. (It is) a statement of truth.) Several scholars among the Sal af and 
the later generations said that Allah allowed Adam to marry his daughters to his sons because 
of the necessity of such action. They also said that in every pregnancy, Adam was given a twin, 
a male and a female, and he used to give the female of one twin, to the male of the other 
twin, in marriage. Habil's sister was not beautiful while Qabil's sister was beautiful, resulting in 
Qabil wanting her for himself, instead of his brother. Adam refused unless they both offer a 
sacrifice, and he whose sacrifice was accepted, would marry Qabil's sister. Habil's sacrifice was 
accepted, while Qabil's sacrifice was rejected, and thus what Allah told us about them 
occurred. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said -- that during the time of Adam -- "The 
woman was not allowed in marriage for her male twin, but Adam was commanded to marry her 
to any of her other brothers. In each pregnancy, Adam was given a twin, a male and a female. 
A beautiful daughter was once born for Adam and another one that was not beautiful. So the 
twin brother of the ugly daughter said, ' Marry your sister to me and I will marry my sister to 
you.' He said, 'No, for I have more right to my sister.' So they both offered a sacrifice. The 
sacrifice of the one who offered the sheep was accepted while the sacrifice of the other the 
twin brother of the beautiful daughter , which consisted of some produce, was not accepted. 
So the latter killed his brother." This story has a better than good chain of narration. The 
statement, 



("Verily, Allah accepts only from those who have Taqwa.) who fear Allah in their actions. Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' said, "If I become certain that Allah has accepted even 
one prayer from me, it will be better for me than this life and all that in it. This is because 
Allah says, 



(Verily, Allah acceptsonly from the those who have Taqwa.) The statement, 



("If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to 
kill you, for I fear Allah; the Lord of all that exists.") Qabil's brother, the pious man whose 
sacrifice was accepted because of his piety, said to his brother, who threatened to kill him 
without justification, 



(If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to 
kill you,) I will not commit the same evil act that you threaten to commit, so that I will not 
earn the same sin as you, 



(for I fear Allah; the Lord of the all that exists.) and, as a result, I will not commit the error 
that you threaten to commit. Rather, I will observe patience and endurance. 'Abdullah bin 
' Amr said, "By Allah! Habil was the stronger of the two men. But, fear of Allah restricted his 
hand." The Prophet said in a Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs, 



» 



« 



(When two Muslims fight (meet) each other with their swords, both the murderer as well as the 
murdered will go to the Hellf ire.) They said, "O Allah's Messenger! It is all right for the 
murderer, but what about the victim" Allah's Messenger replied, 



« » 



(He surely had the intention to kill his comrade.) Imam Ahmad recorded that, at the beginning 
of the calamity that ' Uthman suffered from, Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas said, "I bear witnessthat the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There will be a Fitnah, and he who sits idle during it is better than he who stands up, and he 
who stands up in it is better than he who walks, and he who walks is better than he who is 
walking at a fast pace.) When he was asked, ' What if someone enters my home and stretched 
his hand to kill me' He said, 



« » 



(Be just like (the pious) son of Adam.)" At-Tirmidhi also recorded it this way, and said, "This 
Hadith is Hasan, and similar is reported on this subject from Abu Hurayrah, Khabbab bin Al- 
Aratt, Abu Bakr, Ibn Mas' ud, Abu Waqid and Abu Musa." The Qur'an continues, 



("Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, then you will be one of the 
dwellers of the Fire, and that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.") Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatadah said that, 



("Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours...") means, the sin of 
murdering me, in addition to your previous sins. Ibn Jarir recorded this. Allah's statement, 



{So the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him the murder of his 
brother; he murdered him and became one of the losers.) means, his conscience encouraged 



him to kill his brother by making it seem like a sensible thing to do, so he killed him, even after 
his brother admonished him. Ibn Jarir said, "When he wanted to kill his brother, he started to 
twist his neck. So Shaytan took an animal and placed its head on a rock, then he took another 
rock, and similar is reported on this subject from Abu Hurayrah, Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, Abu 
Bakr, Ibn Mas' ud, Abu Waqid and Abu Musa." The Qur'an continues, 



("Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, then you will be one of the 
dwellers of the Fire, and that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.") Ibn "Abbas, Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatadah said that, 



("Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours...") means, the sin of 
murdering me, in addition to your previous sins. Ibn Jarir recorded this. Allah's statement, 



(So the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him the murder of his 
brother; he murdered him and became one of the losers.) means, his conscience encouraged 
him to kill his brother by making it seem like a sensible thing to do, so he killed him, even after 
his brother admonished him. Ibn Jarir said, "When he wanted to kill his brother, he started to 
twist his neck. So Shaytan took an animal and placed its head on a rock, then he took another 
rock, and smashed its head with it until he killed it while the son of Adam was looking. So he 
did the same thing to his brother." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this. " Abdullah bin Wahb said 
that " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that his father said, "Qabil held Habil by the head 
to kill him, so Habil laid down for him and Qabil started twisting Habil's head, not knowing how 
to kill him. Shaytan came to Qabil and said, " Do you want to kill him' He said, "Yes.' Shaytan 
said, "Take that stone and throw it on his head.' So Qabil took the stone and threw it at his 
brother's head and smashed his head. Shaytan then went to Hawwa' in a hurry and said to her, 
"0 Hawwa'! Qabil killed Habil.' She asked him, "Woe to you! What does "kill 1 mean' He said, 
" He will no longer eat, drink or move.' She said, " And that is death' He said, " Yes it is.' So she 
started to weep until Adam came to her while she was weeping and said, " What is the matter 
with you' She did not answer him. He asked her two more times, but she did not answer him. So 
he said, "You and your daughters will inherit the practice of weeping, while I and my sons are 
free of it."' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded it. Allah's statement, 



(And became one of the losers.) in this life and the Hereafter, and which loss is worse than this 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Any soul that is unjustly killed, then the first son of Adam will carry a burden of its shedding, 
for he was the first to practice the crime of murder.) The Group, with the exception of Abu 
Dawud, also recorded this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that " Abdullah bin ' Amr used to say, "The 
son of Adam, who killed his brother, will be the most miserable among men. There is no blood 
shed on earth since he killed his brother, until the Day of Resurrection, but he will carry a 
burden from it, for he wasthe first person to establish murder." Allah said, 



(Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show him how to hide the dead body of 
his brother. He (the murderer) said, "Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to 
hide the dead body of my brother" Then he became one of those who regretted.) As-Suddi said 
that the Companions said, "When his brother died, Qabil left him on the bare ground and did 
not know how to bury him. Allah sent two crows, which fought with each other until one of 
them killed the other. So it dug a hole and threw sand over the dead corpse (which it placed in 
the hole). When Qabil saw that, he said, 



("Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother") 
Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A crow came to the dead corpse of another 
crow and threw sand over it, until it hid it in the ground. He who killed his brother said, 



(Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother)" 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on the statement, 



(Then he became one of those who regretted.) "Allah made him feel sorrow after the loss that 
he earned." 

The Swift Punishment for Transgression and Cutting the Relations 

of the Womb 

AHadith states that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(There is no sin that is more worthy of Allah hastening its punishment in this life, in addition to 
what He has in store for its offender in the Hereafter, more than transgression and cutting the 
relations of the womb.) The act of Qabil included both of these. We are Allah's and to Him is 
our return. 



(32. Because of that, We ordained for the Children of Israel that if anyone killed a person not 
in retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the land - it would be as if he killed all 
mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind. And 
indeed, there came to them Our Messengers with Al-Bayyinat, even then after that many of 
them continued to exceed the limits in the land!) (33. The recompense of those who wage war 
against Allah and His Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be killed or 
crucified, or their hands and their feet be cut off on opposite sides, or be exiled from the land. 
That is their disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter.) (34. Except 
for those who (having fled away and then) came back (as Muslims) with repentance before they 
fall into your power; in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Human Beings Should Respect the Sanctity of Other Human Beings 

Allah says, because the son of Adam killed his brother in transgression and aggression, 



(We ordained for the Children of Israel...) meaning, We legislated for them and informed them, 



(that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the 
land - it would be as if he killed all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he 



saved the life of all mankind.) The Ayah states, whoever kills a soul without justification -- 
such as in retaliation for murder or for causing mischief on earth -- will be as if he has killed all 
mankind, because there is no difference between one life and another. 



(and if anyone saved a life...) by preventing its blood from being shed and believing in its 
sanctity, then all people will have been saved from him, so, 



(it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind.) Al-A'mash and others said that Abu Salih 
said that Abu Hurayrah said, "I entered on ' Uthman when he was under siege in his house and 
said, * I came to give you my support. Now, it is good to fight (defending you) O Leader of the 
Faithful!' He said, " Abu Hurayrah! Does it please you that you kill all people, including me' I 
said, ' No.' He said, x If you kill one man, it is as if you killed all people. Therefore, go back with 
my permission for you to leave. May you receive your reward and be saved from burden.' So I 
went back and did not fight. '"'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "It is as Allah 
has stated, 



(if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the land - 
it would be as if he killed all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the 
life of all mankind.) Saving life in this case occurs by not killing a soul that Allah has forbidden. 
So this is the meaning of saving the life of all mankind, for whoever forbids killing a soul 
without justification, the lives of all people will be saved from him." Smilar was said by 
Mujahid; 



(And if anyone saved a life...) means, he refrains from killing a soul. Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 
x Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(it would be as if he killed all mankind. .) means, "Whoever kills one soul that Allah has 
forbidden killing, is just like he who kills all mankind." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "He who allows 
himself to shed the blood of a Muslim, is like he who allows shedding the blood of all people. 
He who forbids shedding the blood of one Muslim, is like he who forbids shedding the blood of 
all people." In addition, Ibn Jurayj said that Al-A'raj said that Mujahid commented on the 
Ayah, 



(it would be as if he killed all mankind,) "He who kills a believing soul intentionally, Allah 
makes the Fire of Hell his abode, He will become angry with him, and curse him, and has 
prepared a tremendous punishment for him, equal to if he had killed all people, his punishment 
will still be the same." Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said that the Ayah, 



(and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind.) means, "He who 
does not kill anyone, then the lives of people are safe from him." 

Warning Those who Commit Mischief 

Allah said, 



(And indeed, there came to them Our Messengers with Al-Bayyinat,) meaning, clear evidences, 
signs and proofs, 



(even then after that many of them continued to exceed the limits in the land!) This Ayah 
chastises and criticizes those who commit the prohibitions, after knowing that they are 
prohibited from indulging in them. The Jews of Al-Madinah, such as Banu Qurayzah, An-Nadir 
and Qaynuqa' , used to fight along with either Khazraj or Aws, when war would erupt between 
them during the time of Jahiliyyah. When these wars would end, the Jews would ransom those 
who were captured and pay the blood money for those who were killed. Allah criticized them 
for this practice in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not your (people's) blood, nor 
turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bear 
witness. After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a party of your own from their 
homes, assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come to you as 
captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion was forbidden to you. Then do you believe 
in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest Then what is the recompense of those who do so 
among you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall 
be consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.) 2:84- 
85 



The Punishment of those Who Cause Mischief in the Land 

Allah said next, 



(The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and do mischief in the 
land is only that they shall be killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the 
opposite sides, or be exiled from the land.) 'Wage war' mentioned here means, oppose and 
contradict, and it includes disbelief, blocking roads and spreading fear in the fairways. Mischief 
in the land refers to various types of evil. Ibn Jarir recorded that ~ Ikrimah and Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said that the Ayat, 



(The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger) until, 



(Allah is Of-Forgiving, Most Merciful,) "Were revealed about the idolators. Therefore, the Ayah 
decrees that, whoever among them repents before you apprehend them, then you have no 
right to punish them. This Ayah does not save a Muslim from punishment if he kills, causes 
mischief in the land or wages war against Allah and His Messenger and then joins rank with the 
disbelievers, before the Muslims are able to catch him. He will still be liable for punishment for 
the crimes he committed." Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i recorded that 'Ikrimah said that Ibn 
* Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and do mischief in the 
land...) "Was revealed concerning the idolators, those among them who repent before being 
apprehended, they will still be liable for punishment for the crimes they committed." The 
correct opinion is that this Ayah is general in meaning and includes the idolators and all others 
who commit the types of crimes the Ayah mentioned. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu 
Qilabah 'Abdullah bin Zayd Al-Jarmi, said that Anas bin Malik said, "Eight people of the Ukl 
tribe came to the Messenger of Allah and gave him their pledge to follow Islam. Al-Madinah's 
climate did not suit them and they became sick and complained to Allah's Messenger . So he 
said, 



» 



« 



(Go with our shephard to be treated by the milk and urine of his camels.) So they went as 
directed, and after they drank from the camels' milk and urine, they became healthy, and they 
killed the shepherd and drove away all the camels. The news reached the Prophet and he sent 
(men) in their pursuit and they were captured. He then ordered that their hands and feet be 
cut off (and it was done), and their eyes were branded with heated pieces of iron. Next, they 
were put in the sun until they died." This is the wording of Muslim. In another narration for this 
Hadith, it was mentioned that these people were from the tribes of " Ukl or " Uraynah. Another 
narration reported that these people were put in the Harrah area (of Al-Madinah), and when 
they asked for water, no water was given to them. Allah said, 



(they shall be killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite sides, 
or be exiled from the land.) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said about this Ayah, ' He 
who takes up arms in Muslim land and spreads fear in the fairways and is captured, the Muslim 
Leader has the choice to either have him killed, crucified or cut off his hands and feet." Similar 
was said by Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Mujahid, ' Ata', Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and 
Ad-Dahhak, as Abu J a' far Ibn Jarir recorded. This view is supported by the fact that the word 
Aw (or), indicates a choice. As Allah said, 



(The penalty is an offering, brought to the Ka' bah, of an eatable animal equivalent to the one 
he killed, as adjudged by two just men among you; or, for expiation, he should feed the poor, 
or its equivalent in fasting.) 5:95 Allah said, 



(And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp (necessitating shaving), he must pay a 
ransom of either fasting or giving charity or offering a sacrifice.) and, 



(...for its expiation feed ten of the poor, on a scale of the average of that with which you feed 
your own families, or clothe them, or free a slave.) All of these Ayat offer a choice, just as the 
Ayah above. As for Allah's statement, 



(or be exiled from the land.) some said that it means, he is actively pursued until he is 
captured, and thus receives his prescribed punishment, or otherwise he escapes from the land 
of Islam, as Ibn Jarir recorded from Ibn ' Abbas, Anas bin Malik, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Az-Zuhri, Al-Layth bin Sa d and Malik bin Anas. Same said that the Ayah 
means these people are expelled to another land, or to another state by the Muslims 
authorities. Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Ash-Sha' tha', Al-Hasan, Az-Zuhri, Ad-Dahhak and Muqatil bin 
Hayyan said that he is expelled, but not outside of the land of Islam, while others said that he 
isto be imprisoned. Allah's statement, 



(That istheir disgrace in this world, and a great torment istheirs in the Hereafter.) means, the 
punishment We prescribed, killing these aggressors, crucifying them, cutting off their hands 
and feet on opposite sides, or expelling them from the land is a disgrace for them among 
mankind in this life, along with the tremendous torment Allah has prepared for them in the 
Hereafter. This view supports the opinion that these Ayat were revealed about the idolators. As 
for Muslims, in his Sahih, Muslim recorded that " Ubadah bin As-Samit said, "The Messenger of 
Allah took the same pledge from us that he also took from women: That we do not associate 
anything with Allah in worship, we do not steal, commit adultery, or kill our children, and that 
we do not spread falsehood about each other. He said that he who keeps this pledge, then his 
reward will be with Allah. He who falls into shortcomings and was punished, then this will be 
his expiation. And those whose errors were covered by Allah, then their matter is for Allah: If 
He wills, He will punish them and If He wills, He will pardon them." Al i narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(He who sins in this life and was punished for it, then Allah is far more just than to combine 
two punishments on His servant. He who commits an error in this life and Allah hides this error 
and pardons him, then Allah is far more generous than to punish the servant for something that 
He has already pardoned.) iRecorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi who said, "Hasan 
Gharib."AI-Hafiz Ad-Daraqutni was asked about this Hadith, and he said that it was related to 
the Prophet in some narrations, and it was related to the Companions in others, and that this 
narration from the Prophet is Sahih. Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement, 



(That is their disgrace in this world,) "Meaning, shame, humiliation, punishment, contempt and 
torment in this life, before the Hereafter, 



(and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter.) if they do not repent from these errors until 
death overcomes them. In this case, they will be stricken by the punishment that We 
prescribed for them in this life and the torment that We prepared for them therein, 



(a great torment) in the Fire of Jahannam." 

The Punishment of those who Wage War Against Allah and His 
Messenger is Annulled if They Repent Before their Apprehension 

Allah said, 



(Except for those who (having fled away and then) came back (as Muslims) with repentance 
before they fall into your power; in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
This Ayah is clear in its indication that it applies to the idolators. As for the Muslims who 
commit this crime and repent before they are apprehended, the punishment of killing, 
crucifixion and cutting the limbs will be waved. The practice of the Companions in this regard 



is that all of the punishments prescribed in this case will be waved, as is apparent from the 
wording of the Ayah. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha' bi said, "Harithah bin Badr At- 
Tamimi was living in Al-Basrah, and he committed the crime of mischief in the land. So he 
talked to some men from Quraysh, such as Al-Hasan bin * Ali, Ibn ' Abbas and 'Abdullah bin 
Ja'far, and they talked to 'Ali about him so that he would grant him safety, but 'Ali refused. 
So Harithah went to Sa' id bin Qays Al-Hamadani who kept him in his house and went to 'Ali, 
saying, '0 Leader of the Faithful! What about those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger and cause mischief in the land' So he recited the Ayah until he reached, 



(Except for those who (having fled away and them) came back cas Muslims) with repentance 
before they fall into your power. ) So ' Ali wrote a document that granted safety, and Sa' id bin 
Qays said, 'This is for Harithah bin Badr.'" Ibn Jarir recorded this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded 
that ' Amir Ash-Sha' bi said, "A man from Murad came to Abu Musa, while he was the governor 
of Al-Kufah during the reign of 'Uthman, and said to him after he offered the obligatory 
prayer, '0 Abu Musa! I seek your help. I am so-and-so from Murad and I waged war against 
Allah and His Messenger and caused mischief in the land. I repented before you had any 
authority over me.' Abu Musa proclaimed, 'This is so-and-so, who had waged war against Allah 
and His Messenger and caused mischief in the land, and he repented before we had authority 
over him. Therefore, anyone who meets him, should deal with him in a better way. If he is 
saying the truth, then this is the path of those who say the truth. If he is saying a lie, his sins 
will destroy him. So the man remained idle for as long as Allah willed, but he later rose against 
the leaders, and Allah punished him for his sins and he was killed." Ibn Jarir recorded that Musa 
bin Ishaq Al-Madani said that 'AM Al-Asadi waged war, blocked the roads, shed blood and 
plundered wealth. The leaders and the people alike, sought to capture him, but they could not 
do that until he came after he repented, after he heard a man reciting the Ayah, 



(0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, 
verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) So he said to that man, 
"0 servant of Allah! Recite it again." So he recited it again, and 'AM put down his sword and 
went to Al-Madinah in repentance, arriving during the night. He washed up and went to the 
Masjid of the Messenger of Allah and prayed the dawn prayer. He sat next to Abu Hurayrah 
amidst his companions. In the morning, the people recognized him and went after him. He 
said, "You have no way against me. I came in repentance before you had any authority over 
me." Abu Hurayrah said, "He has said the truth," and he held his hand and went to Marwan bin 
Al-Hakam, who was the governor of Al-Madinah during the reign of Mu' awiyah. Abu Hurayrah 
said, "This is 'AM and he came in repentance and you do not have a way against him, nor can 
you have him killed." So 'AM was absolved of punishment and remained on his repentance and 
went to the sea to perform Jihad in Allah's cause. The Muslims met the Ftamans in battle, and 
the Muslims brought the ship 'AM was in to one of the Roman ships, and 'AM crossed to that 
ship and the Romans escaped from him to the other side of the ship, and the ship capsized and 
they all drowned." 



(35. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and seek the Wasilah to Him, and strive hard in 
His cause, so that you may be successful.) (36. Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that 
is in the earth, and as much again therewith to ransom themselves thereby from the torment 
on the Day of Resurrection, it would never be accepted of them. And theirs would be a painful 
torment.) (37. They will long to get out of the Fire, but never will they get out therefrom; and 
theirs will be a lasting torment.) 

Commanding Taqwa, Wasilah, and Jihad 

Allah commands His faithful servants to fear Him in Taqwa, which if mentioned along with acts 
of obedience, it means to refrain from the prohibitions and the prohibited matters. Allah said 
next, 



(seek the Wasilah to Him.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that Talhah said that 'Ata' said that Ibn 
'Abbas said that Wasilah means 'the means of approach'. Mujahid, Abu Wa'il, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, 'Abdullah bin Kathir, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others gave the same meaning for 
Wasilah. Qatadah said that the Ayah means, "Seek the means of approach to Him by obeying 
Him and performing the actsthat please Him." 



(Those whom they call upon seek a means of access to their Lord (Allah).) 17:57 Wasilah is a 
means of approach to achieve something, and it is also used to refer to the highest grade in 
Paradise, and it is the grade of the Messenger of Allah , his residence and the nearest grade in 
Paradise to Allah's Throne. Al-Bukhari recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever, after hearing to the Adhan says, "0 Allah! Lord of this perfect call and of the regular 
prayer which is going to be established! Grant Muhammad the Wasilah and superiority and send 
him on the Day of Judgment to the praiseworthy station which You have promised him," then 
intercession from me will be permitted for him on the Day of Resurrection.) Muslim recorded 
that " Abdullah bin ' Amr bin AI-' As said that he heard the Prophet saying, 



» 



« 



(When you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, and then ask for Salah (blessing, mercy 
from Allah) for me. Verily, whoever asks for Salah for me, then Allah will grant ten Salah to 
him. Then, ask for the Wasilah for me, for it is a grade in Paradise that only one servant of 
Allah deserves, and I hope that I am that servant. Verily, whoever asks (Allah) for Wasilah for 
me, he will earn the right of my intercession.) Allah said, 



(and strive hard in His cause as much as you can. So that you may be successful.) After Allah 
commanded Muslims to avoid the prohibitions and to work towards obedience, He commanded 
them to fight against their enemies, the disbelievers and idolators who have deviated from the 
straight path and abandoned the correct religion. Allah encouraged the believers by reminding 
them of the unending success and great happiness that He prepared for them for the Day of 
Resurrection, which will never change or decrease for those who join Jihad in His cause. They 
will remain in the lofty rooms of Paradise that are safe and beautiful. Those who live in these 



dwellings will always be comfortable and will never be miserable, living, never dying, and their 
clothes will never grow thin, nor will their youth ever end. 

No Amount of Ransom Shall Be Accepted from the Disbelievers on 
the Day of the Judgment and They Will Remain in the Fire 

Allah then describes the painful torment and punishment that He has prepared for His 
disbelieving enemies for the Day of Resurrection. Allah said, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that is in the earth, and as much again therewith 
to ransom themselves thereby from the torment on the Day of Resurrection, it would never be 
accepted of them. And theirs would be a painful torment.) So if a disbeliever brought the 
earth's fill of gold, and twice as much as that amount on the Day of Judgment to ransom 
himself from Allah's torment that has surrounded him, and he is certain that he will suffer from 
it, it will not be accepted of him. Rather, there is no escaping the torment, and he will not be 
able to evade or save himself from it. Hence Allah's statement, 



(And theirs would be a painful torment.) meaning, hurtful, 



(They will long to get out of the Fire, but never will they get out therefrom, and theirs will be 
a lasting torment.) In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(Every time they seek to get away therefrom, in anguish, they will be driven back therein.) 
Therefore, they will still long to leave the torment because of the severity and the pain it 
causes. They will have no way of escaping it. The more the flames lift them to the upper part 



of Hell, the more the angels of punishment will strike them with iron bars and they will fall 
down to its depths, 



(And theirs will be a lasting torment.) meaning, eternal and everlasting, and they will never be 
able to depart from it or avoid it. Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(A man from the people of the Fire will be brought forth and will be asked, ' son of Adam! 
How did you find your dwelling' He will say, 'The worst dwelling.' He will be told, 'Would you 
ransom yourself with the earth's fill of gold' He will say, 'Yes, Lord!' Allah will say to him, 
'You have lied. I asked you for what is less than that and you did not do it,' and he will be 
ordered to the Fire.) Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded it. 



(38. And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut off their hands as a recompense for 
that which both committed, a punishment by way of example from Allah. And Allah is All- 
Powerful, All-Wise.) (39. But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous good deeds, 



then verily, Allah will pardon him. Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (40. Know you 
not that to Allah (Alone) belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth! He forgives whom 
He wills and He punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all things.) 



The Necessity of Cutting off the Hand of the Thief 

Allah commands and decrees that the hand of the thief, male or female be cut off. During the 
time of Jahiliyyah, this was also the punishment for the thief, and Islam upheld this 
punishment. In Islam, there are several conditions that must be met before this punishment is 
carried out, as we will come to know, Allah willing. There are other rulings that Islam upheld 
after modifying these rulings, such as that of blood money for example. When Does Cutting the 
Hand of the Thief Become Necessary In is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, n 



» 
« 



(May Allah curse the thief who steals an egg and as a result his hand is cut off, and who steals 
rope and as a result his hand is cut off.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that ' Aishah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The hand of the thief shall be cut off if he steals a quarter of a Dinar or more.) Muslim 
recorded that " Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(The hand of the thief shall only be cut off if he steals a quarter of a Dinar or more.) This 
Hadith is the basis of the matter since it specifies (that the least amount of theft that deserves 
cutting the hand) is a quarter of a Dinar. So this Hadith fixes the value. And saying that it is 
three Dirhams is not a contradiction. This is because the Dinar in question was equal to twelve 
Dirhams, so three Dirhams equalled a fourth of a Dinar. So in this way it is possible to 
harmonize these two views. This opinion was reported from " Umar bin Al-Khattab, * Uthman 
bin " Affan, 

When Does Cutting the Hand of the Thief Become Necessary 

In is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, n 



» 



« 



(May Allah curse the thief who steals an egg and as a result his hand is cut off, and who steals 
rope and as a result his hand is cut off.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that ' A'ishah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The hand of the thief shall be cut off if he steals a quarter of a Dinar or more.) Muslim 
recorded that ' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The hand of the thief shall only be cut off if he steals a quarter of a Dinar or more.) This 
Hadith is the basis of the matter since it specifies (that the least amount of theft that deserves 
cutting the hand) is a quarter of a Dinar. So this Hadith fixes the value. And saying that it is 
three Dirhams is not a contradiction. This is because the Dinar in question was equal to twelve 
Dirhams, so three Dirhams equalled a fourth of a Dinar. So in this way it is possible to 
harmonize these two views. This opinion was reported from ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, * Uthman 
bin ' Affan, ' AM bin Abi Talib - may Allah be pleased with them - and it isthe view of ' Umar bin 
' Abdul-* Aziz, Al-Layth bin Sa* d, Al-Awza' i, and Ash-ShafT i and his companions. This is also 
the view of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal and Ishaq bin Rahwayh in one of the narrations from him, 
as well as Abu Thawr, and Dawud bin Al i Az-Zahari, may Allah have mercy upon them. As for 
Imam Abu Hanifah and his students Abu Yusuf, Muhammad and Zufar, along with Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri, they said that the least amount of theft that deserves cutting off the hand is ten 
Dirhams, whereas a Dinar was twelve Dirhams at that time. The first ruling is the correct one, 
that the least amount of theft is one forth of a Dinar or more. This meager amount was set as 
the limit for cutting the hand, so that the people would refrain from theft, and this is a wise 
decision to those who have sound comprehension. Hence Allah's statement, 



(as a recompense for that which both committed, a punishment by way of example from Allah. 
And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise.) This is the prescribed punishment for the evil action they 
committed, by stealing the property of other people with their hands. Therefore, it is fitting 
that the tool they used to steal the people's wealth be cut off as punishment from Allah for 
their error. 



(And Allah is All -Powerful, ) in His torment, 



(All-Wise.) in His commands, what he forbids, what He legislates and what He decrees. 

Repentance of the Thief is Acceptable 

Allah said next, 



(But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous good deeds, then verily, Allah will 
pardon him. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Therefore, whoever repents and goes 
back to Allah after he commits theft, then Allah will forgive him. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
'Abdullah bin ' Amr said that a woman committed theft during the time of the Messenger of 
Allah and those from whom she stole brought her and said, "O Allah's Messenger! This woman 
stole from us." Her people said, "We ransom her." The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Cut off her hand.) They said, "We ransom her with five hundred Dinars." The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Cut off her hand.) Her right hand was cut off and the woman asked, "O Messenger of Allah! Is 
there a chance for me to repent" He said, 



« » 

(Yes. This day, you are free from your sin just as the day your mother gave birth to you.) Allah 
sent down the verse in Surat Al-Ma'idah, 



(But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous good deeds (by obeying Allah), then 
verily, Allah will pardon him. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This woman was 
from the tribe of Makhzum. Her story was narrated in the Two Sahihs from Az-Zuhri from 
* Urwah from ' A'ishah, The incident caused concern for the Quraysh after she committed the 
theft during the time of the battle of the Conquest of Makkah . They said, "Who can talk to 
Allah's Messenger about her matter" They then said, "Who dares speak to him about such 
matters other than Usamah bin Zayd, his loved one." When the woman was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah , Usamah bin Zayd talked to him about her and the face of the Messenger 
changed color (because of anger) and he said, 



« » 

(Do you intercede in a punishment prescribed by Allah) Usamah said to him, "Ask Allah to 
forgive me, Allah's Messenger!" During that night, the Messenger of Allah stood up and gave a 
speech and praised Allah as He deservesto be praised. He then said, 



» 



« 

(Those who were before you were destroyed because when an honorable person among them 
would steal, they would leave him. But, when a weak man among them stole, they 
implemented the prescribed punishment against him. By Him in Whose Hand is my soul! If 
Fatimah the daughter of Muhammad stole, I will have her hand cut off.) The Prophet 
commanded that the hand of the woman who stole be cut off, and it was cut off. ' A'ishah said, 
x Her repentance was sincere afterwards, and she got married and she used to come to me so 
that I convey her needs to the Messenger of Allah." This is the wording that Muslim collected, 
and in another narration by Muslim, * Aishah said, "She was a woman from Makhzum who used 
to borrow things and deny that she took them. So the Prophet ordered that her hand be cut 
off." Allah then said, 



(Know you not that to Allah (Alone) belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth!) He 
owns everything and decides what He wills for it and no one can resist His judgment, 



(He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And AM ah is able to do all things.) 



(41. Messenger! Let not those who hurry to fall into disbelief grieve you, of such who say, 
"We believe" with their mouths but their hearts have no faith. And of the Jews are men who 
listen much and eagerly to lies, listening to others who have not come to you. They change the 
words from their places; they say, "If you are given this, take it, but if you are not given this, 
then beware!" And whomsoever Allah wantsto put in Fitnah, you can do nothing for him against 
Allah. Those are the ones whose hearts Allah does not want to purify; for them there is a 
disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a great torment.) (42. They (like to) listen to 
falsehood, to devour Suht. So if they come to you, either judge between them, or turn away 
from them. If you turn away from them, they cannot hurt you in the least. And if you judge, 
judge with justice between them. Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.) (43. But how do 
they come to you for a decision while they have the Tawrah, in which is the decision of Allah; 
yet even after that they turn away. For they are not believers.) (44. Verily, We did send down 
the Tawrah, therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets who submitted themselves 
to Allah's will, judged for the Jews. And the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar, for to them was 
entrusted the protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto. Therefore fear not 
men but fear Me and sell not My verses for a miserable price. And whosoever does not judge by 
what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers.) 

Do Not Feel Sad Because of the Behavior of the Jews and 

Hypocrites 

These honorable Ayat were revealed about those who rush into disbelief, deviating from the 
obedience of Allah, His Messenger, prefering their opinions and lusts to what Allah has 
legislated, 



(of such who say, "We believe" with their mouths but their hearts have no faith.) These people 
pretend to be faithful with their words, but their hearts are empty from faith, and they are the 
hypocrites. 



(And of the Jews...) the enemies of Islam and its people, they and the hypocrites all, 



(listen much and eagerly to lies...) and they accept and react to it positively, 



(listening to others who have not come to you,) meaning, they listen to some people who do 
not attend your meetings, Muhammad. Or, the Ayah might mean, they listen to what you say 
and convey it to your enemies who do not attend your audience. 

The Jews Alter and Change the Law, Such As Stoning the Adulterer 



(They change the words from their places:) by altering their meanings and knowingly distorting 
them after they comprehended them, 



(they say, "If you are given this, take it, but if you are not given this, then beware!") It was 
reported that this part of the Ayah was revealed about some Jews who committed murder and 
who said to each other, "Let us ask Muhammad to judge between us, and if he decides that we 
pay the Diyah, accept his judgement. If he decides on capital punishment, do not accept his 
judgement." The correct opinion is that this Ayah was revealed about the two Jews who 
committed adultery. The Jews changed the law they had in their Book from Allah on the matter 
of punishment for adultery, from stoning to death, to a hundred flogs and making the offenders 
ride a donkey facing the back of the donkey. When this incident of adultery occurred after the 
Hijrah, they said to each other, "Let us go to Muhammad and seek his judgement. If he gives a 
ruling of flogging, then implement his decision and make it a proof for you with Allah. This 
way, one of Allah's Prophetswill have upheld this ruling amongst you. But if he decidesthat the 
punishment should be stoning to death, then do not accept his decision." There are several 
Hadiths mentioning this story. Malik reported that NafT said that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, 



"The Jews came to Allah's Messenger and mentioned that a man and a woman from them 
committed adultery. Allah's Messenger said to them, 



« » 

(What do find of the ruling about stoning in the Tawrah) They said, 'We only find that they 
should be exposed and flogged.' 'Abdullah bin Salam said, 'You lie. The Tawrah mentions 
stoning, so bring the Tawrah.' They brought the Tawrah and opened it but one of them hid the 
verse about stoning with his hand and recited what is before and after that verse. 'Abdullah 
bin Salam said to him, ' Remove your hand,' and he removed it, thus uncovering the verse about 
stoning. So they said, He (' Abdullah bin Salam) has said the truth, O Muhammad! It isthe verse 
about stoning.' The Messenger of Allah decided that the adulterers be stoned to death and his 
command was carried out. I saw that man shading the woman from the stones with his body." 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected this Hadith and this is the wording collected by Al- 
Bukhari. In another narration by Al-Bukhari, the Prophet said to the Jews, 



« » 

(What would you do in this case) They said, "We would humiliate and expose them." The 
Prophet recited, 



(Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful.) So they brought a man who was blind 
in one eye and who was respected among them and said to him, "Read (from the Tawrah)." So 
he read until he reached a certain verse and then covered it with his hand. He was told, 
"Remove your hand," and it was the verse about stoning. So that man said, "0 Muhammad! This 
isthe verse about stoning, and we had hid its knowledge among us." So the Messenger ordered 
that the two adulterers be stoned, and they were stoned. Muslim recorded that a Jewish man 
and a Jewish woman were brought before Allah's Messenger because they committed adultery. 
The Messenger of Allah went to the Jews and asked them, 



« » 

(What isthe ruling that you find in the Tawrah for adultery) hThey said, "We expose them, 
carry them (on donkeys) backwards and parade them in public." The Prophet recited; 



(Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful.) So they brought the Tawrah and read 
from it until the reader reached the verse about stoning. Then he placed his hand on that verse 
and read what was before and after it. 'Abdullah bin Salam, who was with the Messenger of 
Allah , said, "Order him to remove his hand," and he removed his hand and under it was the 



verse about stoning. So the Messenger of Allah commanded that the adulterers be stoned, and 
they were stoned. 'Abdullah bin x Umar said, "I was among those who stoned them and I saw 
the man shading the woman from the stones with his body." Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn 
' Umar said, "Some Jews came to the Messenger of Allah and invited him to go to the Quff area. 
So he went to the house of Al-Midras and they said, '0 Abu Al-Qasim! A man from us 
committed adultery with a woman, so decide on their matter.' They arranged a pillow for the 
Messenger of Allah and he sat on it and said, 



« » 



(Bring the Tawrah to me.) He was brought the Tawrah and he removed the pillow from under 
him and placed the Tawrah on it, saying, 



« » 

(I trust you and He Who revealed it to you.) He then said, 



« » 



(Bring me your most knowledgeable person.) So he was brought a young man... " and then he 
mentioned the rest of the story that Malik narrated from NafT . These Hadiths state that the 
Messenger of Allah issued a decision that conforms with the ruling in the Tawrah, not to honor 
the Jews in what they believe in, for the Jews were commanded to follow the Law of 
Muhammad only. Rather, the Prophet did this because Allah commanded him to do so. He 
asked them about the ruling of stoning in the Tawrah to make them admit to what the Tawrah 
contains and what they collaborated to hide, deny and exclude from implementing for all that 
time. They had to admit to what they did, although they did it while having knowledge of the 
correct ruling. What made them go to the Prophet for judgement in this matter was their lusts 
and desires, hoping that the Prophet would agree with their opinion, not that they believed in 
the correctness of his judgment. This is why they said, 



(If you are given this,) referring to flogging, then take it, 



(but if you are not given this, then beware!) and do not accept or implement it. Allah said 
next, 



(And whomsoever Allah wants to put in Fitnah, you can do nothing for him against Allah. Those 
are the ones whose hearts Allah does not want to purify; for them there is a disgrace in this 
world, and in the Hereafter a great torment. They (like to) listen to falsehood, to devour Suht) 
" Suht' refersto bribes, as Ibn Mas' ud and others stated. The Ayah statesthat if one is like this, 
how can Allah cleanse his heart and accept his supplication Allah said to His Prophet , 



(So if they come to you...) so that you judge between them, 



(either judge between them, or turn away from them. If you turn away from them, they cannot 
hurt you in the least.) meaning, there is no harm if you do not judge between them. This is 
because when they came to you to judge between them, they did not seek to follow the truth, 
but only what conformed to their lusts. We should mention here that Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, 
' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Zayd bin Aslam, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, and several others 
said that this part of the Ayah was abrogated by Allah's statement, 



(And so judge among them by what Allah has revealed.) 



(And if you judge, judge with justice between them.) and with fairness, even if the Jews were 
unjust and outcasts from the path of fairness, 



(Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.) 



Chastising the Jews for Their Evil Lusts and Desires, While Praising 

the Tawrah 

Allah then chastises the Jews for their false ideas and deviant desires to abandon what they 
believe is true in their Book, and which they claim is their eternal Law that they are always 
commanded to adhere to. Yet, they do not adhere to the Tawrah, but they prefer other laws 
over it, although they believe that these other laws are not correct and do not apply to them. 
Allah said, 



(But how do they come to you for decision while they have the Tawrah, in which is the decision 
of Allah; yet even after that they turn away. For they are not believers.) Allah next praises the 
Tawrah that He sent down to His servant and Messenger Musa, son of ' Imran, 



(Verily, We did send down the Tawrah to Musa , therein was guidance and light, by which the 
Prophets who submitted themselves to Allah's will, judged the Jews.) and these Prophets did 
not deviate from the law of the Tawrah, change or alter it, 



(And (also) the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar...) wherein Rabbaniyyun refers to the worshippers 
who are learned and religious, and Ahbar refers to the scholars, 



(for to them was entrusted the protection of Allah's Book,) meaning, they were entrusted with 
the Book of Allah, and they were commanded to adhere to it and not hide any part of, 



(and they were witnesses thereto. Therefore fear not men but fear Me and sell not My verses 
for a miserable price. And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the 
disbelievers.) There are two ways to explain this Ayah and we will mention the later. 

Another Reason Behind Revealing these Honorable Ayat 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah sent down the Ayat, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers,) 



(Such are the unjust,) and, 



(Such are the rebellious.) about two groups among the Jews. During the time of Jahiliyyah, one 
of them had defeated the other. As a result, they made a treaty that they would pay blood 
money totaling fifty Wasaq of gold (each Wasaq approx. 3 kg) for every dead person from the 
defeated group killed by the victors, and a hundred Wasaq for every dead person the defeated 
group killed from the victors. This treaty remained in effect until the Prophet came to Al- 
Madinah and both of these groups became subservient under the Prophet . Yet, when the 
mighty group once suffered a casualty at the hands of the weaker group, the mighty group sent 
a delegation demanding the hundred Wasaq. The weaker group said, " How can two groups who 
have the same religion, one ancestral lineage and a common land, have a Diyah that for some 
of them is half of that of the others We only agreed to this because you oppressed us and 
because we feared you. Now that Muhammad has come, we will not give you what you asked.' 
So war was almost rekindled between them, but they agreed to seek Muhammad's judgement in 
their dispute. The mighty group among them said among themselves , ' By Allah! Muhammad 
will never give you double the Diyah that you pay to them compared to what they pay to you. 
They have said the truth anyway, for they only gave us this amount because we oppressed and 
overpowered them. Therefore, send someone to Muhammad who will sense what hisjudgement 



will be. If he agrees to give you what you demand, accept his judgment, and if he does not give 
you what you seek, do not refer to him for judgement.' So they sent some hypocrites to the 
Messenger of Allah to try and find out the Messenger's judgement. When they came to the 
Messenger , Allah informed him of their matter and of their plot. Allah sent down, 



(0 Messenger! Let not those who hurry to fall into disbelief grieve you,) until, 



(Such are the rebellious.) By Allah! It is because of their problem that Allah sent down these 
verses and it is they whom Allah meant." Abu Dawud collected a similar narration for this 
Hadith. Abu J a* far Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah in Surat Al-Ma'idah, 



(either judge between them, or turn away from them...) until, 



(Those who act justly.) was revealed concerning the problem of blood money between Bani An- 
Nadir and Bani Qurayzah. The dead of Bani An-Nadir were being honored more and they 
received the full amount of Diyah, while Qurayzah received half the Diyah for their dead. So 
they referred to the Messenger of Allah for judgement and Allah sent down these verses about 
them. The Messenger of Allah compelled them to adhere to the true judgement in this matter 
and made the Diyah the same for both groups and Allah knows best about that matter." Ahmad, 
Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith from Abu Ishaq. Al-' Awfi and Al i bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that these Ayat were revealed about the two Jews who 
committed adultery, and we mentioned the Hadiths about this story before. It appears that 
both of these were the reasons behind revealing these Ayat, and Allah knows best. This is why 
Allah said afterwards, 



(And We ordained therein for them: Life for life, eye for eye) until the end of the Ayah, which 
strengthens the opinion that the story of the Diyah was behind revealing the Ayat as we 
explained above. Allah knows best. Allah said, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers.) Al-Bara' 
bin 'Azib, Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Mijlaz, Abu Raja' AI-" Utaridi, " Ikrimah, 
'Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others said that this Ayah was revealed about 
the People of the Book. Al-Hasan Al-Basri added that this Ayah also applies to us. ' Abdur- 
Razzaq said that Ath-Thawri said that Mansur said that Ibrahim said that these Ayat, "Were 
revealed about the Children of Israel, and Allah accepted them for this Ummah." Ibn Jarir 
recorded this statement. ~ AM bin Abi Talhah also stated that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's 
statement, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers,) 
"Whoever rejects what Allah has revealed, will have committed Kufr, and whoever accepts 
what Allah has revealed, but did not rule by it, isaZalim (unjust) and a Fasiq (rebellious) and a 
sinner." Ibn Jarir recorded this statement. ' Abdur-Razzaq said, "Ma' mar narrated to us that 
Tawus said that Ibn ' Abbas was asked about Allah's statement, 



(And whosoever does not judge...) He said, " It is an act of Kufr.' Ibn Tawus added, " It is not 
like those who disbelieve in Allah, His angels, His Books and His Messengers.' Ath-Thawri 
narrated that Ibn Jurayj said that ' Ata' said, 'There is Kufr and Kufr less than Kufr, Zulm and 
Zulm less than Zulm, Fisq and Fisq less than Fisq.'" Waki' said that Sa' id Al-Makki said that 
Tawus said that, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers,) "This is 
not the Kufr that annuls one's religion." 



(45. And We ordained therein for them "Life for life, eye for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, 
tooth for tooth, and wounds equal for equal. " But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of 
charity, it shall be for him an expiation. And whosoever does not judge by that which Allah has 
revealed, such are the unjust.) This Ayah also chastises and criticizes the Jews because in the 
Tawrah, they have the law of a life for a life. Yet, they defied this ruling by transgression and 
rebellion. They used to apply this ruling when a person from Bani An-Nadir was killed by a 
Qurayzah person, but this was not the case when the opposite occurred. Rather, they would 
revert to Diyah in this case. They also defied the ruling in the Tawrah to stone the adulterer 
and instead came up with their own form of punishment, flogging, humiliation and parading 
them in public. This is why Allah said in the previous Ayah, t 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers.) because 
they rejected Allah's command with full intention and with transgression and rebellion. In this 
Ayah, Allah said, 



(such are the unjust.) because they did not exact the oppressed his due rights from the 
oppressor in a matter which Allah ordered that all be treated equally and fairly. Instead, they 
defied that command, committed injustice and transgressed against each other. 



A Man is Killed for a Woman Whom He Kills 

Imam Abu Nasr bin As-Sabbagh stated in his book, Ash-Shamil, that the scholars agree that this 
Ayah 5:45 should be implemented, and the Imams agree that the man is killed for a woman 
whom he kills, according to the general indications of this Ayah. A Hadith that An-Nasa'i 



recorded states that the Messenger of Allah had this statement written in the book that he 
gave ' Amr bin Hazm, 



« » 

(The man is killed for the woman (whom he kills).) In another Hadith, the Messenger said, 



« » 

(Muslims are equal regarding the sanctity of their blood.) This is also the opinion of the 
majority of the scholars. What further supports what Ibn As-Sabbagh said is the Hadith that 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "Ar-Rabr (his aunt) broke the tooth of a girl, 
and the relatives of Ar-Rabr requested the girl's relatives to forgive (the offender), but they 
refused. 3d, they went to the Prophet who ordered them to bring about retaliation. Anas bin 
An-Nadr, her brother, asked, '0 Allah's Messenger! Will the tooth of Ar-Rabr be broken' The 
Messenger of Allah said, x O Anas! The Book of Allah prescribes retaliation.' Anas said, " No, by 
Him Who has sent you with the Truth, her tooth will not be broken. ' Later the relatives of the 
girl agreed to forgive Ar-Rabr and forfeit their right to retaliation. The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(There are some of Allah's servants who, if they take an oath by Allah, Allah fullfils them.)" It 
was recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



Retaliation for Wounds 

Allah said, 



(and wounds equal for equal.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Life for life, 
an eye for an eye, a nose, if cut off, for a nose, a tooth broken for a tooth and wounds equal 
for wound." The free Muslims, men and women, are equal in this matter. And their slaves, male 
and female, are equal in this matter. And this ruling is the same regarding intentional murder 
and lesser offenses, as Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded. 

An Important Ruling 

The retaliation for wounds should not be implemented until the wounds of the victim heal. If 
retaliation occurs before the wound heals, and then the wound becomes aggravated, the victim 
will have no additional rights in this case. The proof for this ruling is what Imam Ahmad 



narrated from ' Amr bin Shif ay b, from his father, from his grandfather that a man once 
stabbed another man in his leg using a horn. The victim came to the Prophet asking for 
retaliation, and the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Not until you heal.) The man again came to the Prophet and asked for equality in retaliation 
and the Prophet allowed him that. Later on, that man said, "0 Messenger of Allah! I limp now." 
The Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(I had asked you to wait, but you disobeyed me. Therefore, Allah cast you away and your limp 
has no compensation.) Afterwards, the Messenger of Allah forbade that the wound be 
retaliated for until the wound of the victim heals. If the victim is allowed to retaliate for his 
wound caused by the aggressor and the aggressor dies as a result, there is no compensation in 
this case, according to the majority of the Companions and their followers. 

The Pardon is Expiation for Such Offenses 

Allah said, 



(But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall be for him an expiation.) Al i 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas commented that 



(But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity) means; "If one pardons by way of 
charity, it will result in expiation for the aggressor and reward for the victim." Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri said that 'At a' bin As-Sa'ib said that Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, ' He who 
pardons the retaliation by way of charity, it will be an expiation for the aggressor and a reward 
for the victim with Allah." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. Jabir bin * Abdullah said that 
Allah's statement, 



(But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall be for him an expiation,) "For 
the victim." This is also the opinion of Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Abu Ishaq Al- 



Hamdani. Imam Ahmad recorded that x Ubadah bin As-Samit said, "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah saying, 



» 

« 

(Any man who suffers a wound on his body and forfeits his right of retaliation as way of charity, 
then Allah will pardon him that which is similar to what he forfeited.) An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir 
recorded this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(And whosoever does not judge by that which Allah has revealed, such are the unjust.) Earlier 
we mentioned the statements of 'Ata' and Tawusthat there is Kufr and lesser Kufr, injustice 
and lesser injustice and Fisq and lesser Fisq. 



(46. And in their footsteps, We sent x Isa, son of Maryam, confirming the Tawrah that had come 
before him, and We gave him the Injil, in which was guidance and light and confirmation of the 
Tawrah that had come before it, a guidance and an admonition for those who have Taqwa.) 
(47. Let the people of the Injil judge by what Allah has revealed therein. And whosoever does 
not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the rebellious.) 



Allah Mentions Isa and Praises the Injil 



Allah said, 



(and We sent...) meaning, We sent 



(in their footsteps) meaning the Prophets of the Children of Israel, 



(* Isa, son of Maryam, confirming the Tawrah that had come before him,) meaning, he believed 
in it and ruled by it. 



(and We gave him the Injil, in which was guidance and light) a guidance that directs to the 
truth and a light that removes the doubts and solves disputes, 



(and confirmation of the Tawrah that had come before it,) meaning, he adhered to the 
Tawrah, except for the few instances that clarified the truth where the Children of Israel 
differed. Allah states in another Ayah that ' Isa said to the Children of Israel, 



(. ..and to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you.) So the scholars say that the 
Injil abrogated some of the rulings of the Tawrah. Allah's statement, 



(a guidance and an admonition for those who have Taqwa.) means, We made the Injil guidance 
and an admonition that prohibits committing sins and errors, for those who have Taqwa of 
Allah and fear His warning and torment. Allah said next, 



(Let the people of the Injil judge by what Allah has revealed therein.) meaning, so that He 
judges the people of the Injil by it in their time. Or, the Ayah means, so that they believe in all 
that is in it and adhere to all its commands, including the good news about the coming of 
Muhammad and the command to believe in and follow him when he is sent. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(Say "0 People of the Scripture! You have nothing (guidance) until you act according to the 
Tawrah, the Injil, and what has been sent down to you from your Lord.") and, 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they find 
written with them in the Tawrah...) until, 



(...successful.) Here, Allah said, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the rebellious.) meaning, 
the rebellious and disobedient of Allah who prefer falsehood and abandon truth. We mentioned 
before that this Ayah was revealed about the Christians, and this is evident from the context of 
the Ayah. 



(48. And We have sent down to you the Book (this Qur'an) in truth, confirming the Scripture 
that came before it and Muhayminan over it (old Scriptures). So judge between them by what 
Allah has revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging away from the truth that has 
come to you. To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way. If Allah willed, He 
would have made you one nation, but that (He) may test you in what He has given you; so 
compete in good deeds. The return of you (all) is to Allah; then He will inform you about that 
in which you used to differ.) (49. And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and 
follow not their vain desires, but beware of them lest they turn you far away from some of that 
which Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away, then know that Allah's will is to 
punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly, most men are rebellious. (50. Do they then seek 
the judgement of (the days of) ignorance And who is better in judgement than Allah for a 
people who have firm faith.) 



Praising the Qur'an; the Command to Refer to the Qur'an for 

Judgment 

Allah mentioned the Tawrah that He sent down to His Prophet Musa, the one whom He spoke 
directly to, praising it, commanding that it should be implemented, before it was abrogated. 
Allah then mentioned the Injil, praised it and commanded its people to adhere to it and follow 
it, as we stated. He next mentioned the Glorious Qur'an that He sent down to His honorable 
servant and Messenger. Allah said, 



(And We have sent down to you the Book in truth...) meaning, with the truth that, no doubt, is 
coming from Allah, 



(confirming the Scripture that came before it) meaning, the Divinely Revealed Books that 
praised the Qur'an and mentioned that it would be sent down from Allah to His servant and 
Messenger Muhammad . The Qur'an was revealed as was foretold in the previous Scriptures. 
This fact increased faith in the previous Scriptures for the sincere who have knowledge of these 
Scriptures, those who adhered to Allah's commands and Laws and believed in His Messengers. 
Allah said, 



(Say: "Believe in it or do not believe (in it). Verily, those who were given knowledge before it, 
when it is recited to them, fall down on their faces in humble prostration." And they say: "Glory 
be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.") meaning that they say, the 
promise of our Lord, concerning the coming of Muhammad by the words of His previous 
Messengers, will certainly be fulfilled. Allah's statement, 



(and Muhayminan over it) means entrusted over it, according to Sufyan Ath-Thawri who 
narrated it from Abu Ishaq from At-Tamimi from Ibn 'Abbas. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas said, "Muhaymin is, 'the Trustworthy'. Allah says that the Qur'an is trustworthy over 
every Divine Book that preceded it." This was reported from * Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b, 'Atiyyah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, * Ata' Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi and 
Ibn Zayd. Ibn Jarir said, "The Qur'an is trustworthy over the Books that preceded it. Therefore, 
whatever in these previous Books conforms to the Qur'an is true, and whatever disagrees with 
the Qur'an is false." Al-Walibi said that Ibn 'Abbas said that Muhayminan means, 'Witness'. 
Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi said the same. AI-'Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
Muhayminan means, 'dominant over the previous Scriptures'. These meanings are similar, as 
the word Muhaymin includes them all. Consequently, the Qur'an is trustworthy, a witness, and 
dominant over every Scripture that preceded it. This Glorious Book, which Allah revealed as 
the Last and Final Book, is the most encompassing, glorious and perfect Book of all times. The 



Qur'an includes all the good aspects of previous Scriptures and even more, which no previous 
Scripture ever contained. This is why Allah made it trustworthy, a witness and dominant over 
all Scriptures. Allah promised that He will protect the Qur'an and swore by His Most Honorable 
Self, 



(Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it (from 
corruption).) Allah said, 



(So judge between them by what Allah has revealed.) The Ayah commands: Muhammad! Rule 
between the people, Arabs and non-Arabs, lettered and unlettered, by what Allah has revealed 
to you in this Glorious Book and what it approves of for you from the Law of the previous 
Prophets, as Ibn Jarir said. Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Prophet had the 
choice to judge between them or to turn away from them and refer them to their own Law. 
Then this Ayah was revealed, 



(So judge between them by what Allah has revealed, and follow not their vain desires. ..) and 
he was commanded to judge between them by our Book.". Allah's statement 



(and follow not their vain desires...) This meansthe ideasthey promote, because of which they 
turned away from what Allah revealed to His Messengers. This is why Allah said, 



(And follow not their vain desires, diverging away from the truth that has come to you.) The 
Ayah commands: Do not diverge from the truth that Allah has ordained for you, to the vain 
desires of these miserable, ignorant people. Allah's statement, 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way.) 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law) Shir' at meaning, a clear path, as Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded from Ibn ' Abbas. 



(If Allah willed, He would have made you one nation.) This is a general proclamation to all 
nations informing them of Allah's mighty ability. If Allah wills, He would make all mankind 
follow one religion and one Law, that would never be abrogated. Allah decided that every 
Prophet would have his own distinct law that is later abrogated partially or totally with the law 
of a latter Prophet. Later on, all previous laws were abrogated by the Law that Allah sent with 
Muhammad , His servant and Messenger, whom Allah sent to the people of earth as the Final 
Prophet. Allah said, 



(If Allah willed, He would have made you one nation, but that (He) may test you in what He has 
given you.) This Ayah means, Allah has instituted different laws to test His servants' obedience 
to what He legislates for them, thus, He rewards or punishes them according to their actions 
and what they intend. ' Abdullah bin Kathir said that the Ayah, 



(In what He has given you.) means, of the Book. Next, Allah encouraged rushing to perform 
good deeds, 



(so strive as in a race in good deeds.) which are obedience to Allah, following His Law that 
abrogated the laws that came before it, and believing in His Book, the Qur'an, which is the 
Final Book that He revealed. Allah said next, 



(The return of you (all) is to Allah;) Therefore, people, your return and final destination isto 
Allah on the Day of Resurrection, 



(then He will inform you about that in which you used to differ.) Allah will inform you about 
the truth in which you used to differ and will reward the sincere, as compensation for their 
sincerity, and will punish the disbelieving, rebellious people who rejected the truth and 
deviated from it to other paths, without proof or evidence to justify their actions. Rather, they 
have rejected the clear evidences, unequivocal proofs and established signs. Ad-Dahhak said 
that, 



(So strive as in a race in good deeds.)is directed at the Ummah of Muhammad , but the first 
view is more apparent. Allah's statement, 



(And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires,) 
emphasizes this command and forbids ignoring it. Allah said next, 



(but beware of them lest they turn you far away from some of that which Allah has sent down 
to you. ) meaning; beware of the Jews, your enemies, lest they distort the truth for you in 
what they convey to you. Therefore, do not be deceived by them, for they are liars, 
treacherous and disbelievers. 



(And if they turn away,) from the judgement that you pass in their disputes, and they defy 
Allah's Law, 



(then know that Allah's will is to punish them for some sins of theirs.) meaning, know that this 
will occur according to the decree of Allah, and because out of His wisdom they have deviated 
from the truth, and because of their previous sins. 



(And truly, most men are rebellious.) Therefore, the majority of humans are disobedient to 
their Lord, defiant of the truth and deviate away from it. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And most people will not believe even if you desire it eagerly,) and, 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth they will mislead you far away from Allah's path.) 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Ka b bin Asad, Ibn Saluba, 'Abdullah bin 
Surya and Shas bin Qays said to each other, ' Let us go to Muhammad to try and misguide him 
from his religion.' Sa they went to the Prophet and said, ' Muhammad! You know that we are 
the scholars, noblemen and chiefs of the Jews. If we follow you, the Jews will follow suit and 
will not contradict us. But, there is enmity between us and some of our people, so we will refer 
to you for judgement in this matter, and you should rule in our favor against them and we will 
believe in you.' The Messenger of Allah refused the offer and Allah sent down these Ayat about 
them, 



(And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, but 
beware of them lest they turn you far away from some of that which Allah has sent down to 
you.) until, 



(for a people who have firm faith.)" Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadith. Allah 
continues, 



(Do they then seek the judgement of (the days of) ignorance And who is better in judgement 
than Allah for a people who have firm faith) Allah criticizes those who ignore Allah's 
commandments, which include every type of righteous good thing and prohibit every type of 
evil, but they refer instead to opinions, desires and customs that people themselves invented, 
all of which have no basis in Allah's religion. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to 
abide by the misguidance and ignorance that they invented by sheer opinion and lusts. The 
Tatar (Mongols) abided by the law that they inherited from their king Genghis Khan who wrote 
Al-Yasiq, for them. This book contains some rulings that were derived from various religions, 
such as Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Many of these rulings were derived from his own 
opinion and desires. Later on, these rulings became the followed law among his children, 
preferring them to the Law of the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger . Therefore, 
whoever does this, he is a disbeliever who deserves to be fought against, until he reverts to 
Allah's and His Messenger's decisions, so that no law, minor or major, is referred to except by 
His Law. Allah said, 



(Do they then seek the judgement of (the days of) ignorance) meaning, they desire and want 
this and ignore Allah's judgement, 



(And who is better in judgement than Allah for a people who have firm faith) Who is more just 
in decision than Allah for those who comprehend Allah's Law, believe in Him, who are certain 
that Allah is the best among those who give decisions and that He is more merciful with His 
creation than the mother with her own child Allah has perfect knowledge of everything, is able 
to do all things, and He is just in all matters. Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that 
Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The most hated person to Allah is the Muslim who seeks the ways of the days of ignorance and 
he who seeks to shed the blood of a person without justification.) Al-Bukhari recorded Abu Al- 
Yaman narrating a similar Hadith, with some addition. 



(51. you who believe! Do not take friends from the Jews and the Christians, as they are but 
friends of each other. And if any among you befriends them, then surely, he is one of them. 
Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers.) (52. And you see those in whose 
hearts there is a disease, they hurry to their friendship, saying: "We fear lest some misfortune 
of a disaster may befall us. " Perhaps Allah may bring a victory or a decision according to His 
will. Then they will become regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in 
themselves.) (53. And those who believe will say: "Are these the men who swore their strongest 
oaths by Allah that they were with you" All that they did has been in vain, and they have 
become the losers.) 

The Prohibition of Taking the Jews, Christians and Enemies of Islam 

as Friends 

Allah forbids His believing servants from having Jews and Christians as friends, because they 
are the enemies of Islam and its people, may Allah curse them. Allah then states that they are 
friends of each other and He gives a warning threat to those who do this, 



(And if any among you befriends them, then surely he is one of them.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that ' Umar ordered Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari to send him on one sheet of balance the count of what 
he took in and what he spent. Abu Musa then had a Christian scribe, and he was able to comply 
with " Umar's demand. " Umar liked what he saw and exclaimed, "This scribe is proficient. 
Would you read in the Masjid a letter that came to us from Ash-Sham" Abu Musa said, 'He 
cannot." ' Umar said, "Is he not pure" Abu Musa said, "No, but he is Christian." Abu Musa said, 
"So " Umar admonished me and poked my thigh (with his finger), saying, " Drive him out (from 
Al-Madinah).' He then recited, 



(0 you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as friends...)" Then he reported that 
x Abdullah bin ' Utbah said, "Let one of you beware that he might be a Jew or a Christian, while 
unaware." The narrator of this statement said, "We thought that he was referring to the Ayah, 



(Oyou who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as friends, )" Allah said, 



(And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease...) A disease of doubt, hesitation and 
hypocrisy. 



(they hurry to their friendship,) meaning, they rush to offer them their friendship and 
allegiances in secret and in public, 



(saying: "We fear lest some misfortune of a disaster may befall us.") They thus offer this excuse 
for their friendship and allegiances to the disbelievers, saying that they fear that the 



disbelievers might defeat the Muslims, so they want to be in favor with the Jews and 
Christians, to use this favor for their benefit in that eventuality! Allah replied, 



(Perhaps Allah may bring a victory...) referring to the conquering of Makkah, according to As- 
Suddi. 



(or a decision according to His will) requiring the Jews and Christians to pay the Jizyah, as As- 
Suddi stated, 



(Then they will become) meaning, the hypocrites who gave their friendship to the Jews and 
Christians, will become, 



(for what they have been keeping as a secret in themselves) of allegiances, 



(regretful,) for their friendship with the Jews and Christians which did not benefit them or 
protect them from any harm. Rather, it was nothing but harm, as Allah exposed their true 
reality to Hisfaithful servants in this life, although they tried to conceal it. When the signsthat 
exposed their hypocrisy were compiled against them, their matter became clear to Allah's 
faithful servants. Sb the believers were amazed at these hypocrites who pretended to be 
believers, swearing to their faithfulness, yet their claims were all lies and deceit. This is why 
Allah said, s 



(And those who believe will say, "Are these the men who swore their strongest oaths by Allah 
that they were with you" All that they did has been in vain, and they have become the losers.) 



(54. you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion (Islam), Allah 
will bring a people whom He will love and they will love Him; humble towards the believers, 
stern towardsthe disbelievers, fighting in the way of Allah, and never fearing the blame of the 
blamers. That is the grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All- 
Suff icient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.) (55. Verily, your Protector is Allah, His 
Messenger, and the believers, those who perform the Salah, and give Zakah, and they bow 
down.) (56. And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who have believed, as 
protectors, then the party of Allah will be the victorious.) 



Threatening to Replace the Believers With Another People if They 

Revert from Islam 

Allah emphasizes His mighty ability and states that whoever reverts from supporting His 
religion and establishing His Law, then Allah will replace them with whomever is better, 
mightier and more righteous in Allah's religion and Law. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and they will not be your 
likes.) and, 



(Do you not see that Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth If He will, He can 
remove you and bring (in your place) a new creation! And for Allah that is not hard or 
difficult.) 14:19-20 . Verily this is not difficult or hard on Allah. Allah said here, 



(0 you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion...) and turns back 
from the truth to falsehood, from now until the commencement of the Last Hour. Allah said 
next, 



(humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers.) These are the qualities of 
perfect believers, as they are humble with their believing brothers and allies, stern with their 
enemies and adversaries. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are with him are severe against 
disbelievers, and merciful among themselves.) The Prophet is described as the smiling fighter, 
smiling to his allies and fighting his enemies. Allah's statement, 



(Fighting in the way of Allah, and never fearing the blame of the blamers.) Nothing prevents 
them from obeying Allah, establishing His Law, fighting His enemies, enjoining righteousness 
and forbidding evil. Certainly, nothing prevents them from taking this path, neither someone 
who seeks to hinder them, nor one who blames or chastises them. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu Dharr said, "My Khalil (intimate friend, the Messenger) has commanded me to do seven 
deeds. He commanded me to love the poor and to be close to them. He commanded me to look 
at those who are less than me and not those who are above me. He commanded me to keep the 
relations of the womb, even if they cut it. He commanded me not to ask anyone for anything, 
to say the truth even if it was bitter, and to not fear the blame of anyone for the sake of Allah. 
He commanded me to often repeat, ' La hawla wa la quwwata ilia billah (There is no strength 
or power except from Allah)', for these words are from a treasure under the Throne (of Allah)." 
It is confirmed in the Sahih; 



« » 

(The believer is not required to humiliate himself.) He was asked; "How does one humiliate 
himself, Messenger of Allah" 3d he replied; 

« » 

(He takes on tests that he cannot bear.) 



(That is the grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He wills.) meaning, those who have 
these qualities, acquired it by Allah's bounty and favor and because He granted them these 
qualities. 



(And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower,) His favor is ever extending, 
and He has perfect knowledge of those who deserve or do not deserve His favor and bounty. 
Allah's statement, 



(Verily, your Protector is Allah, His Messenger, and the believers...) means, the Jews are not 
your friends. Rather, your allegiance isto Allah, His Messenger and the faithful believers. 



(those who perform the Salah, and give the Zakah...) referring to the believers who have these 
qualities and establish the prayer, which is one of the most important pillars of Islam, for it 
includes worshipping Allah alone without partners. They pay Zakah, which is the right of the 
creation and a type of help extended to the needy and the poor. As for Allah's statement, 



(and they bow down,) some people thought that they give the Zakah while bowing down. If this 
were the case, then paying the Zakah while bowing would be the best form of giving Zakah. No 
scholar from whom religious rulings are taken says this, as much as we know. Therefore, 



(and they bow down,) means, they attend the prayer in congregation in Allah's Masjids and 
spend by way of charity on the various needs of Muslims. Allah said; 



(And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who have believed, as protectors, then 
the party of Allah will be the victorious.) similarly Allah said; 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is All-Powerful, Almighty. You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, 
making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their 
fat hers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred (people). For such He has written faith in 
their hearts, and strengthened them with a Ruh (proof) from Himself. And He will admit them 
to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow to dwell therein (forever). Allah is pleased with 
them, and they with Him. They are the party of Allah. Verily, it is the party of Allah that will 
be the successful.) Therefore, those who accept the allegiance of Allah - His Messenger and the 
faithful believers - will gain success in this life and the Hereafter. Hence Allah's statement 
here, 



(And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who have believed, as protectors, then 
the party of Allah will be the victorious.) 



(57. O you who believe! Do not take as friends those who take your religion for a mockery and 
fun from those who received the Scriptures before you, and (nor) the disbelievers; and have 
Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers. ) (58. And when you proclaim the call for the 
Salah, they take it (but) as a mockery and fun; that is because they are a people who 
understand not.) 

The Prohibition of Being Loyal Friends with Disbelievers 

This Ayah discourages and forbids taking the enemies of Islam and its people, such as the 
People of the Book and the polytheists, as friends. These disbelievers mock the most important 
acts that any person could ever perform, the honorable, pure acts of Islam which include all 
types of good for this life and the Hereafter. They mock such acts and make them the subject 
of jest and play, because this is what these acts represent in their misguided minds and cold 
hearts. Allah said; 



(from those who received the Scriptures before you and (nor) the disbelievers...) This is to 
clarify the particular category (of disbelievers). As Allah said, 



(So shun the evil of the idols...) 22:30 So some recited it "Kuffari", making it an object of the 
preposition, and others recited it "Kuffara", making it a predicate noun; 



(Take not as friends those who take your religion for a mockery and fun from those who 
received the Scriptures before you...) with the meaning of "nor", 



(nor the disbelievers as friends) That is, do not take these people nor those people as friends. 
The meaning here of "Kuffar" disbelievers isidolators. Similarly, Ibn Jarir recorded that in the 
recitation of Ibn Mas' ud in place of "Kuffar" he recited it: "and those who commit Shirk. Allah's 
statement, 



(And have Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers.) means, fear Allah and do not take 
the enemies of you and your religion as friends, if you believe in Allah's Law and religion that 
these people mocked and jested about. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as friends instead of the believers, and whoever 
does that, will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from 
them. And Allah warns you against Himself, and to Allah is the final return.) 



The Disbelievers Mock the Prayer and the Adhan 

Allah said, 



(And when you proclaim the call for the Salah, they take it (but) as a mockery and fun;) When 
you proclaim the Adhan for the prayer, which is the best action there is, for those who have 
sound minds and good comprehension, 



(they take it...) also, 



(as a mockery and fun; that is because they are a people who understand not.) the acts of 
worship and Allah's Law. These are the characteristics of the followers of Shaytan who, 



» 



« 



(When the call for prayer is made, Shaytan takes to his heels passing wind so that he may not 
hear the Adhan. When the call is finished he comes back, and when the Iqamah is pronounced, 
Shaytan again takes to his heels. When the Iqamah is finished he comes back again and tries to 
interfere with the person and his thoughts and to say, ' Remember this and that,' which he has 
not thought of before the prayer, until the praying person forgets how much he has prayed. If 
anyone of you does not remember, then he should perform two prostrations before 
pronouncing the Salam.) This Hadith is agreed upon. Az-Zuhri said, "Allah mentioned the Adhan 
in His Book, 



(And when you proclaim the call for the Salah, they take it (but) as a mockery and fun; that is 
because they are a people who understand not.)" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. 



a(59. Say: "0 People of the Scripture! Do you criticize us for no other reason than that we 
believe in Allah, and in what has been sent down to us and in that which has been sent down 
before (us), and that most of you are rebellious") (60. Say: "Shall I inform you of something 
worse than that, regarding the recompense from Allah: those who incurred the curse of Allah 
and His wrath, and those of whom He transformed into monkeys and swine, and those who 
worshipped Taghut; such are worse in rank, and far more astray from the straight path.") (61. 
When they come to you, they say: "We believe." But in fact they enter with disbelief and they 
go out with the same. And Allah knows all that they were hiding.) (62. And you see many of 
them hurrying for sin and transgression, and eating illegal things. Evil indeed isthat which they 
have been doing.) (63. Why do not the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar forbid them from uttering 
sinful words and from eating illegal things. Evil indeed is that which they have been 
performing.) 

The People of the Book are Enraged at the Believers Because of 

their Faith in Allah 

Allah commands: Say, Muhammad, to those who mock and jest about your religion from 
among the People of the Scriptures, 



(Do you criticize us for no other reason than that we believe in Allah, and in what has been 
sent down to us and in that which has been sent down before (us)) Do you have any criticism or 
cause of blame for us, other than this This, by no means, is cause of blame or criticism. Allah 
said in other Ayat, 



(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise!) 
and, 



(and they could not find any cause to do so except that Allah and His Messenger had enriched 
them of His bounty.) 9:74 In an agreed upon Hadith, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(What caused Ibn Jamil to Yanqim (refuse to give Zakah), although he was poor and Allah made 
him rich) Allah's statement, 



(and that most of you are rebellious. ..) isconnected to 



(that we believe in Allah, and in that which has been sent down to us and in that which has 
been sent down before (us).) Therefore, the meaning of this part of the Ayah is: we also 
believe that most of you are rebellious and deviated from the straight path. 

The People of the Scriptures Deserve the Worst Torment on the Day 

of Resurrection 

Allah said next, 



(Say: "Shall I inform you of something worse than that, regarding the recompense from Allah") 
The Ayah commands the Prophet to say: Shall I inform you about a worse people with Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection than what you think of us They are you, with these characteristics, 



(those who incurred the curse of Allah) were expelled from His mercy, 



(and who incurred Hiswrath) and anger, after which He will never be pleased with them, 



(those of whom He transformed into monkeys and swine,) as we mentioned in Surat Al-Baqarah 
(2) and as we will mention in Surat Al-A* raf (7). Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that Ibn Mas' ud 
said, "Allah's Messenger was asked if the current monkeys and swine were those whom Allah 
transformed. He said, 



» 



« 



(Allah never destroyed a people by transforming them and making offspring or descendants for 
them. The monkeys and swine existed before that.)" This was also recorded by Muslim. Allah 
said, 



(Those who worshipped Taghut...) and served them, becoming their servants. The meaning of 
this Ayah is: you, O People of the Scriptures, who mock our religion, which consists of Allah's 
Tawhid, and singling Him out in worship without others, how can you mock us while these are 
your characteristics This is why Allah said, 



(such are worse in rank...) than what you -- People of the Scriptures -- think of us Muslims, 



(and far more astray from the straight path.) " More' in the Ayah does not mean that the other 
party is ' less' astray, but it means that the People of the Scriptures are far astray. In another 
Ayah, Allah said, 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose.) 



The Hypocrites Pretend to be Believers but Hide their Kufr 

said, 



(When they come to you, they say, "We believe." But in fact they enter with (an intention of) 
disbelief and they go out with the same.) This is the description of the hypocrites, for they 
pretend to be believers while their hearts hide Kufr. So Allah said; 



(But in fact they enter) on you, Muhammad, 



(with disbelief) in their hearts and they depart with Kufr, and this is why they do not benefit 
from the knowledge they hear from you, nor doesthe advice and reminder move them. So, 



(and they go out with the same) meaning, they alone, 



(and Allah knows all that they were hiding.) Allah knows their secrets and what their hearts 
conceal, even if they pretend otherwise with His creatures, thus pretending to be what they 
are not. Allah, Who has perfect knowledge of the seen and unseen, has more knowledge about 
the hypocrites than any of His creatures do and He will recompense them accordingly. Allah's 
statement, 



(And you see many of them (Jews) hurrying for sin and transgression, and eating illegal things.) 
They hurry to devour prohibited and illegal things, all the while transgressing against people, 
unjustly consuming their property through bribes and Riba, 



(Evil indeed is that which they have been doing.) indeed, horrible is that which they used to do 
and the transgression that they committed. 



Criticizing Rabbis and Learned Religious Men for Giving up on 

Forbidding Evil 

Allah said, 



(Why do not the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar forbid them from uttering sinful words and from 
eating illegal things. Evil indeed is that which they have been performing.) meaning why don't 
the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar forbid them from this evil The Rabbaniyyun are the scholars 
who are in positions of authority, while the Ahbar are the regular scholars. 



(Evil indeed isthat which they have been performing.) referring to the Rabbaniyyun, as ' Ali bin 
Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas, because they abandoned forbidding evil. Ibn Jarir 
recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "There is no Ayah in the Qur'an that has more severe admonition 
than this Ayah, 



(Why do not the Rabbaniyyun and the Ahbar forbid them from uttering sinful words and from 
eating illegal things. Evil indeed is that which they have been performing.)" Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Yahya bin Ya' mar said, " ' Ali bin Abi Talib once gave a speech, which he started 
by praising Allah and thanking Him. He then said, " people! Those who were before you were 
destroyed because they committed sins and the Rabbaniyyun and Ahbar did not forbid them 
from evil. When they persisted in sin, they were overcome by punishment. Therefore, enjoin 
righteousness and forbid evil before what they suffered also strikes you. Know that enjoining 



righteousness and forbidding evil does not reduce the provision or shorten the term of life. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There is no people among whom there are those who commit sins, while the rest are more 
powerful and mightier than the sinners, yet they do not stop them, but Allah will send a 
punishment upon them.) Ahmad was alone with this wording. Abu Dawud recorded it, but in his 
narration Jarir said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 



(There is no one who resides among people commiting evil among them, and they do not stop 
him though they are able to do so, but Allah will punish them all before they die.)" Ibn Majah 
also recorded this Hadith. 



(64. The Jews say: "Allah's Hand is tied up." Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for 
what they uttered. Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends as He wills. Verily, 
the revelation that has come to you from your Lord makes many of them increase in rebellion 
and disbelief. We have put enmity and hatred among them till the Day of Resurrection. Every 
time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it; and they (ever) strive to make mischief 
on the earth. And Allah does not like the mischief-makers.) (65. And if only the People of the 
Scripture had believed and had Taqwa, We would indeed have expiated for them their sins and 
admitted them to Gardens of pleasure (in Paradise).) (66. And if only they had acted according 
to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has (now) been sent down to them from their Lord (the 
Qur'an), they would surely have gotten provision from above them and from underneath their 
feet. And among them is a Muqtasid Ummah, but for most of them; evil istheir work.) 

The Jews Say That Allah's Hand is Tied up! 

Allah states that the Jews, may Allah's continuous curses descend on them until the Day of 
Resurrection, describe Him as a miser. Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. The 
Jews also claim that Allah is poor, while they are rich. 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
" Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(The Jews say, "Allah's Hand is tied up.") "They do not mean that Allah's Hand is literally tied 
up. Rather, they mean that He is a miser and does not spend from what He has. Allah is far 
holier than what they attribute to Him." Smilar was reported from Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost 
reach (like a spendthrift), so that you become blameworthy and in severe poverty.) In this 



Ayah, Allah prohibits stinginess and extravagance, which includes unnecessary and improper 
expenditures. Allah describes stinginess by saying, 



(And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck. ) Therefore, this is the meaning that 
the Jews meant, may Allah's curses be on them. ' Ikrimah said that this Ayah was revealed 
about Finhas, one of the Jews, may Allah curse him. We mentioned before that Finhassaid, 



("Truly, Allah is poor and we are rich!") and that Abu Bakr smacked him. Allah has refuted what 
the Jews attribute to Him and cursed them in retaliation for their lies and fabrications about 
Him. Allah said, 



(Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for what they uttered.) What Allah said occurred, 
for the Jews are indeed miserly, envious, cowards and tremendously humiliated. Allah said in 
ot her Ayat , 



(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a 
Naqir. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of His bounty Then, We had already 
given the family of Ibrahim the Book and the Hikmah, and conferred upon them a great 
kingdom.) and, n 



(Indignity is put over them.) 



Allah's Hands are Widely Outstretched 

Allah said next, 



(Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends (of His bounty) as He wills.) Allah's 
favors are ample, His bounty unlimited, as He owns the treasures of everything. Any good that 
reaches His servants is from Him alone, without partners. He has created everything that we 
need by night or by day, while traveling or at home and in all situations and conditions. Allah 
said, 



(And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you count the blessings of Allah, never will 
you be able to count them. Verily, man is indeed an extreme wrongdoer, an extreme ingrate.) 
There are many other Ayat on this subject. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said that ' Abdur-Razzaq 
narrated to him that Ma* mar said that Hammam bin Munabbih said, "This is what Abu Hurayrah 
narrated to usthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah's Right Hand is perfectly full, and no amount of spending can decrease what He has, even 
though He spends by night and by day. Do you see how much Allah has spent since He created 
the heavens and earth Yet surely it has not decreased what He has in His Right Hand. His 
Throne is over the water and in His Other Hand is the hold by which He raises and lowers.) He 
also said, 



« » 



(Allah said, ' Spend and I will spend on you.')" This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs. 

The Revelation to the Muslims only Adds to the Transgression and 

Disbelief of the Jews 

Allah said, 



(Verily, the revelation that has come to you from your Lord makes many of them increase in 
rebellion and disbelief.) meaning, the bounty that comes to you, Muhammad, is a calamity 
for your enemies, the Jews and their kind. The more the revelation increases the believers in 
faith, good works, and beneficial knowledge, the more the disbelievers increase in envy for you 
and your Ummah, the more they increase in Tughyan -- which is to exceed the ordained limits 
for things -- and in disbelief -- meaning denial of you. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it is blindness for them. They are those who are called 
from a place far away.") and, 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe, and 
it increases wrongdoers in nothing but loss. ) Allah said next, 



(We have put enmity and hatred among them till the Day of Resurrection.) Therefore, their 
hearts are never united. Rather, their various groups and sects will always have enmity and 
hatred for each other, because they do not agree on the truth, and because they opposed you 
and denied you. Allah's statement, 



(Every time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it;) means, every time they try to 
plot against you and kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguishes it and makes their plots turn 
against them. Therefore, their evil plots will return to harm them. 



(and they (ever) strive to make mischief on earth. And Allah does not like the mischief- 
makers.) It is their habit to always strive to cause mischief on the earth, and Allah does not 
like those with such behavior. 

Had the People of the Book Adhered to their Book, they Would 
Have Acquired the Good of this Life and the Hereafter 

Allah said next, 



(And if only the People of the Scripture had believed and had Taqwa...) Consequently, had the 
People of the Book believed in Allah and His Messenger and avoided the sins and prohibitions 
that they committed; 



(We would indeed have expiated for them their sins and admitted them to Gardens of pleasure 
(in Paradise).) meaning We would have removed the dangers from them and granted them their 
objectives. 



(And if only they had acted according to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has (now) been sent 
down to them from their Lord,) meaning, the Qur'an, as Ibn ' Abbas and others said. 



(they would surely have gotten provision from above them and from underneath their feet.) 
Had they adhered to the Books that they have with them which they inherited from the 
Prophets, without altering or changing these Books, these would have directed them to follow 
the truth and implement the revelation that Allah sent Muhammad with. These Bookstestify to 
the Prophet's truth and command that he must be followed. Allah's statement, 



(they would surely have gotten provision from above them and from underneath their feet.) 
refers to the tremendous provision that would have descended to them from the sky and grown 
for them on the earth. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if the people of the towns had believed and had Taqwa, certainly, We should have opened 
for them blessings from the heaven and the earth.) Allah's statement, 



(And among them is a Muqtasid Ummah, but for most of them; evil is their work.) is similar to 
Allah's statement, 



(And of the people of Musa there is a community who lead (the men) with truth and establish 
justice therewith.) 7:159 and Misstatement about the followers of ' Isa, peace be upon him, 



(So We gave those among them who believed, their (due) reward.) Therefore, Allah gave them 
the highest grade of Iqtisad, which is the middle course, given to this Ummah. Above them 
there is the grade of Sabiqun, as Allah described in Misstatement; 



(Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants whom We chose. Then of them 
are some who wrong themselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of 
them are some who, by Allah's permission, are Sabiq (foremost) in good deeds. That itself is 
indeed a great grace. ' Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens) will they enter, therein will 
they be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments there will be of 
silk.) 35:32-33 



(67. O Messenger! Convey what has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, 
then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind. Verily, Allah 
guides not the people who disbelieve.) 

Commanding the Prophet to Convey the Message; Promising Him 

Immunity and Protection 

Allah addresses His servant and Messenger Muhammad by the title " Messenger' and commands 
him to convey all that He has sent him, a command that the Prophet has fulfilled in the best 
manner. Al-Bukhari recorded that * Aishah said, "Whoever says to you that Muhammad hid any 
part of what Allah revealed to him, then he is uttering a lie. Allah said, 



(0 Messenger! Convey what has been sent down to you from your Lord.)" Al-Bukhari collected 
the short form of this story here, but mentioned the full narration in another part of his book. 
Muslim in the Book of Iman, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i in the Book of Tafsir of their Sunans also 



collected this Hadith. In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that 'Aishah said, "If Muhammad hid 
anything from the Qur'an, he would have hidden this Ayah, 



(But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the people while 
Allah had a better right that you should fear Him.)" Al-Bukhari recorded that Az-Zuhri said, 
"From Allah comes the Message, for the Messenger is its deliverance and for us is submission to 
it." The Ummah of Muhammad has testified that he has delivered the Message and fulfilled the 
trust, when he asked them during the biggest gathering in his speech during the Farewell Hajj . 
At that time, there were over forty thousand of his Companions. Muslim recorded that Jabir bin 
'Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said in his speech on that day, 



» 



« 



(0 people! You shall be asked about me, so what are you going to reply) They said, "We bear 
witness that you have conveyed (the Message), fulfilled (the trust) and offered sincere advice." 
The Prophet kept raising his finger towards the sky and then pointing at them, saying, 



« » 

(0 Allah! Did I convey Allah! Did I convey) Allah's statement, 



(And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message.) meaning: If you do not convey to 
the people what I sent to you, then you have not conveyed My Message. Meaning, the Prophet 
knows the consequences of this failure. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
commented on the Ayah, 



(And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message.) "It means, if you hide only one 
Ayah that was revealed to you from your Lord, then you have not conveyed His Message." 
Allah's statement, 



(Allah will protect you from mankind.) means, you convey My Message and I will protect, aid 
and support you over your enemies and will grant you victory over them. Therefore, do not 
have any fear or sadness, for none of them will be able to touch you with harm. Before this 
Ayah was revealed, the Prophet was being guarded, as Imam Ahmad recorded that * A'ishah said 
that the Prophet was vigilant one night when she was next to him; she asked him, "What is the 
matter, Allah's Messenger" He said, 



» 



« 



(Would that a pious man from my companions guard me tonight!) She said, "Suddenly we heard 
the clatter of arms. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Who is that".) He (the new comer) replied, "I am Sa' d bin Malik (5a' d bin Abi Waqqas)." The 
Prophet asked, 



« » 



(What brought you here) He said, "I have come to guard you, Allah's Messenger." 'A'ishah 
said, "So, the Prophet slept (that night) and I heard the noise of sleep coming from him.)" This 
Hadith is recorded in Two Sahihs. Another narration for this Hadith reads, "The Messenger of 
Allah was vigilant one night, after he came to Al-Madinah...", meaning, after the Hijrah and 
after the Prophet consummated his marriage to 'A'ishah in the second year of Hijrah. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that 'A'ishah said, "The Prophet was being guarded until this Ayah, 



(Allah will protect you from mankind) was revealed." She added; "The Prophet raised his head 
from the room and said; 



» 



« 



(0 people! Go away, for Allah will protect me.)'" At-Tirmidhi recorded it and said, "This Hadith 
is Gharib." It was also recorded by Ibn Jarir, and Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak, where he said, "Its 
chain is Sahih, but they did not record it." Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah guides not those who disbelieve.) means, Muhammad, you convey, and Allah 
guides whom He wills, and misguides whom He wills. In other Ayat, Allah said, 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills,) and, 



(Your duty is only to convey and on Us isthe reckoning.) 



(68. Say: "0 People of the Scripture! You have nothing till you act according to the Tawrah, the 
Injil, and what has (now) been sent down to you from your Lord (the Qur'an)." Verily, the 
revelation that has come to you from your Lord makes many of them increase in rebellion and 
disbelief. So do not grieve for the people who disbelieve.) (69. Surely, those who believe, and 
those who are the Jews and the Sabians and the Christians, whosoever believed in Allah and 
the Last Day, and worked righteousness, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) 

There is no Salvation Except through Faith in the Qur'an 



Allah says: Muhammad, say, 



(0 People of the Scripture! You have nothing...) meaning no real religion until you adhere to 
and implement the Tawrah and the Injil. That is, until you believe in all the Books that you 
have that Allah revealed to the Prophets. These Books command following Muhammad and 
believing in his prophecy, all the while adhering to his Law. Before, we explained Allah's 
statement, 



(Verily, the revelation that has come to you from your Lord makes many of them increase in 
rebellion and disbelief.) 



(So do not grieve for the people who disbelieve), Do not be sad or taken aback by their 
disbelief. Allah said next, 



(Surely, those who believe) referring to Muslims, 



(those who are the Jews) who were entrusted with the Tawrah, 



(and the Sabians. ..) a sect from the Christians and Magians who did not follow any particular 
religion, as Mujahid stated. As for the Christians, they are known and were entrusted with the 
Injil. The meaning here is that if each of these groups believed in Allah and the Hereafter, 
which is the Day of Judgement and Reckoning, and performed good actions, which to be so, 
must conform to Muhammad's Law, after Muhammad was sent to all mankind and the Jinns. If 
any of these groups held these beliefs, then they shall have no fear of what will come or 
sadness regarding what they lost, nor will grief ever affect them. We discussed a similar Ayah 
before in Surat Al-Baqarah 2:62 . 



(70. Verily, We took the covenant of the Children of Israel and sent Messengers to them. 
Whenever there came to them a Messenger with what they themselves desired not, a group of 
them they called liars, and others among them they killed.) (71. They thought there will be no 
Fitnah (trial or punishment), so they became blind and deaf; after that Allah turned to them 
(with forgiveness); yet again many of them became blind and deaf. And Allah is the All-Seer of 
what they do.) Allah reminds that He took the covenant and pledges from the Children of Israel 
to hear and obey Him and His Messenger. They broke these pledges and covenants and followed 
their lusts and desires instead of the law, and whichever part of the law they agreed with, they 
took it. Otherwise, they abandoned it, if it did not conform to their desires. This is why Allah 
said, 



(Whenever there came to them a Messenger with what they themselves desired not - a group of 
them they called liars, and others among them they killed. They thought there will be no 
Fitnah (trial or punishment) so they became blind and deaf.) thinking that they would suffer no 
repercussions for of the evil that they committed. Consequently, they were blinded from the 
truth and became deaf, incapable of hearing the truth. For these reasons they were unable to 
be guided by it. Allah forgave that, then, 



(yet they became blind and deaf) again, 



(many of them, and Allah is the All-Seer of what they do.) He has perfect knowledge of what 
they do and whomever among them deserves the guidance and whomever deserves 
misguidance. 



(72. Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the Messiah " Isa , son of Maryam." But 
the Messiah said: "0 Children of Israel! worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Verily, 
whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, 
and the Fire will be his abode. And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers.) (73. Surely, they 
have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the third of three." And there is no god but One God (Allah). 
And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall on the 
disbelievers among them.) (74. Will they not repent to Allah and ask His forgiveness For Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (75. The Messiah Msa , son of Maryam, was no more than a 
Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before him. His mother Maryam was 
a Sddiqah. They both used to eat food. Look how We make the Ayat clear to them; yet look 
how they are deluded away (from the truth).) 

The Disbelief of the Christians; ' Isa Only called to Tawhid 



Allah states that the Christians such sects as Monarchite, Jacobite and Nestorite are 
disbelievers, those among them who say that ' Isa is Allah. Allah is far holier than what they 
attribute to Him. They made this claim in spite of the fact that ' Isa made it known that he was 
the servant of Allah and His Messenger. The first words that * Isa uttered when he was still a 
baby in the cradle were, "I am 'Abdullah (the servant of Allah)." He did not say, "I am Allah," 
or, "I am the son of Allah." Rather, he said, 



(Verily, I am a servant of Allah, He has given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet.) until 
he said, 



("And verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord. 3d worship Him (Alone). That is the straight path.") 
He also proclaimed to them when he was a man, after he was sent as a Prophet, commanding 
them to worship his Lord and their Lord, alone without partners, 



(But the Messiah said, "0 Children of Israel! worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Verily, 
whosoever sets up partners with Allah...) in worship; 



(. ..then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode.) as He will send 
him to the Fire and forbid Paradise for him. Allah also said; 



(Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives 
except that (anything else) to whom He wills.) and, 



(And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of Paradise; "Pour on us some water or 
anything that Allah has provide you with." They will say: "Allah has forbidden both to the 
disbelievers.") It is recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet had someone proclaim to the people, 



« » 

(Only a Muslim soul shall enter Paradise.) In another narration, 

« » 

(Only a believing soul...) This is why Allah said that ' Isa said to the Children of Israel, 



(Verily, whosoever sets up partners with Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and 
the Fire will be his abode. And there are no helpers for the wrongdoers.) There is no help from 
Allah, nor anyone who will support or protect them from the state they will be in. Allah's 
statement, 



(Surely, they have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the third of three.") Mujahid and several 
others said that this Ayah was revealed about the Christians in particular. As-Suddi and others 
said that this Ayah was revealed about taking ' Isa and his mother as gods besides Allah, thus 
making Allah the third in a trinity. As-Suddi said, "This is similar to Allah's statement towards 
the end of the Surah, 



(And (remember) when Allah will say: "CT Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto men: " Worship 
me and my mother as two gods besides Allah' He will say, "Glory be to You!") 5:116 . Allah 
replied, 



(But there is no god but One God.) meaning there are not many worthy of worship but there is 
only One God without partners, and He is the Lord of all creation and all that exists. Allah said 
next, while threatening and admonishing them, 



(And if they cease not from what they say, ) their lies and false claims, 



(verily, a painful torment will befall the disbelievers among them.) in the Hereafter, shackled 
and tormented. Allah said next, 



(Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness For Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
This demonstrates Allah's generosity, kindness and mercy for His creatures, even though they 
committed this grave sin and invented such a lie and false allegation. Despite all of this, Allah 
calls them to repent so that He will forgive them, for Allah forgives those who sincerely repent 
to Him. 

' Isa is Allah's Servant and His Mother is a Truthful Believer 

Allah said, 



(The Messiah, son of Maryam, was no more than a Messenger; many were the Messengers that 
passed away before him.) ' Isa is just like the previous Prophets, and he is one of the servants 
of Allah and one of His honorable Messengers. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(He x Isa was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him, and We made him an 
example for the Children of Israel.) Allah said next, 



(His mother was a Sddiqah) for she believed in Allah with complete trust in Him. This is the 
highest rank she was given, which proves that she was not a Prophet. Allah said next, 



(They both used to eat food) needing nourishment and to relieve the call of nature. Therefore, 
they are just servants like other servants, not gods as ignorant Christian sects claim, may 
Allah's continued curses cover them until the Day of Resurrection. Allah said next, 



(Look how We make the Ayat clear to them. ) making them unequivocal and plain, 



(yet look how they are deluded away (from the truth).) look at the opinions, misguided ideas, 
and claimsthey cling to, even after Our clarification and plain, unequivocal explanation. 



(76. Say: "How do you worship besides Allah something which has no power either to harm or to 
benefit you But it is Allah Who is the All-Hearer, All-Knower.") (77. Say: "0 People of the 
Scripture! Exceed not the limits in your religion beyond the truth, and do not follow the vain 
desires of people who went astray before and who misled many, and strayed (themselves) from 
the right path.") 

The Prohibition of Shirk (Polytheism) and Exaggeration in the 

Religion 

Allah admonishes those who take up rivals with Him and worship the idols, monuments and 
false deities. Allah states that such false deities do not deserve any degree of Divinity. Allah 
said, 



(Say) Muhammad, to those from among the Children of Adam, such as the Christians, who 
worship other than Allah, 



(How do you worship besides Allah something which has no power either to harm or to benefit 
you) meaning, which cannot prevent harm for you nor bring about your benefit, 



(But it is Allah Who is the Ali-Hearer, All-Knower.) He hears what His servants say and has 
knowledge of all things. Therefore, how did you worship inanimate objects that do not hear, 



see or know anything - having no power to bring harm or benefit to themselves let alone others 
- instead of worshipping Allah Allah then said, 



(Say: "0 People of the Scipture! Exceed not the limits in your religion beyond the truth,) 
Meaning: Do not exceed the limits concerning the truth and exaggeration in praising whom you 
were commanded to honor. You exaggerated in his case and elevated him from the rank of 
Prophet to the rank of a god. You did this with ' Isa, who was a Prophet, yet you claimed that 
he is god besides Allah. This error occurred because you followed your teachers, the advocates 
of misguidance who came before your time and who, 



(...and who misled many, and strayed (themselves) from the right path,) deviated from the 
straight path, to the path of misguidance and deviation. 



(78. Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were cursed by the tongue of Dawud 
and ' Isa, son of Maryam. That was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) and 
were ever transgressing (beyond the bounds).) (79. They used not to forbid one another from 
the evil they committed. Vile indeed was what they used to do.) (80. You see many of them 
taking the disbelievers as their friends. Evil indeed is that which they have sent forward before 
themselves; for that (reason) Allah is wrath with them, and in torment they will abide.) (81. 
And had they believed in Allah, and in the Prophet and in what has been revealed to him, never 
would they have taken them as friends; but many of them are rebellious.) 



Allah Cursed the Disbelievers Among the Children of Israel 

Allah states that He has cursed the disbelievers among the Children of Israel long ago, and 
revealed this fact to His Prophets Dawud and ' Isa, son of Maryam. He cursed them because 
they disobeyed Allah and transgressed against His creatures. AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "They were cursed in the Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabur (Psalms) and the Furqan (Qur'an)." 
Allah then statesthat during their time, their habit wasthat, 



(They used not to forbid one another from the evil they committed.) They did not forbid each 
other from committing sins and the prohibitions. Allah chastised them for this behavior, so that 
their behavior would not be imitated. Allah said, 



(Vile indeed was what they used to do.) 

Hadithsthat Order Enjoining Righteousness and Forbidding Evil 

There are many Hadithsthat order enjoining righteousness and forbidding evil. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah will 
send a punishment on you from Him. Then, you will supplicate to Him, but He will not accept 
your supplication.) At-Tirmidhi also recorded it and said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Muslim 
recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(He among you who witnesses an evil, let him change it with his hand, if he cannot do that, 
then by his tongue, if he cannot do even that, then with his heart, and this is the weakest 
faith.) Abu Dawud said that AI-' Urs, meaning Ibn ' Amirah, said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(When sin is committed on the earth, then whoever witnesses it and hates - (once he said): 
forbids it, will be like those who did not witness it. Whoever was absent from it, but agreed 
with it, will be like those who witness it.) Only Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith. Abu Dawud 
recorded that one of the Companions said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The people will not perish until they do not leave -or- have any excuse for themselves.) Ibn 
Majah recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah gave a speech once 
and said, 



» 

« 

(Behold! Fear from people should not prevent one from saying the truth if he knows it.) Abu 
Sa' id then cried and said, "By Allah! We have seen some errors, but we feared (the people)." 
Another Hadith that Abu Sa' id narrated statesthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The best Jihad is a word of truth proclaimed before an unjust ruler.) Recorded by Abu Dawud, 
At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib from this route of narration." Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah said that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(It is not required of the Muslim that he humiliate himself.) They said, 'How does one 
humiliate himself" he said; 



« » 

(He takes on trials that he is not capable of enduring. ) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and 
Ibn Majah, and At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadit h is Hasan Sahih Gharib." 

Censuring the Hypocrites 

Allah said, 



(You see many of them taking the disbelievers as their friends.) Mujahid said that this Ayah 
refers to the hypocrites. Allah's statement, 



(Evil indeed is that which they have sent forward before themselves;) by giving their loyalty 
and support to the disbelievers, instead of the believers. This evil act caused them to have 
hypocrisy in their hearts and brought them the anger of Allah, that will remain with them until 
the Day of Return. Allah said; 



(for that (reason) Allah is wrath with them) because of what they did. Allah next said that, 



(in torment they will abide) on the Day of Resurrection. Allah's statement, 



(And had they believed in Allah, and in the Prophet and in what has been revealed to him, 
never would they have taken them as friends.) meaning, had they sincerely believed in Allah, 
His Messenger and the Qur'an, they would not have committed the evil act of supporting the 
disbelievers in secret and being enemies with those who believe in Allah, the Prophet and what 
was revealed to him, 



(but many of them are rebellious), disobedient to Allah and His Messenger and defiant of the 
Ayat of His revelation that He sent down. 



(82. Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity to the believers the Jews and 
those who commit Shirk, and you will find the nearest in love to the believers those who say: 
"We are Christians." That is because among them are priests and monks, and they are not 
proud.) (83. And when they listen to what has been sent down to the Messenger, you see their 
eyes overflowing with tears because of the truth they have recognized. They say: "Our Lord! 
We believe; so write us down among the witnesses.") (84. "And why should we not believe in 
Allah and in that which has come to us of the truth And we wish that our Lord will admit us 
along with the righteous people.") (85. So because of what they said, Allah awarded them with 
Gardens under which rivers flow, they will abide therein forever. Such is the reward of good- 
doers.) (86. But those who disbelieved and belied Our Ayat, they shall be the dwellers of Hell.) 



The Reason Behind Revealing these Ayat 

Sa' id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi and others said that these Ayat were revealed concerning a 
delegation that An-Najashi (King of Bhiopia) sent to the Prophet in order to hear his words and 
observe his qualities. When the delegation met with the Prophet and he recited the Qur'an to 
them, they embraced Islam, cried and were humbled. Then they returned to An-Najashi and 
told him what happened. 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah commented, "They were Ethiopians who 
embraced Islam when the Muslims who migrated to Ethiopia resided among them." Qatadah 
said, "They were some followers of the religion of " Isa, son of Maryam, who when they saw 
Muslims and heard the Qur'an, they became Muslims without hesitation." Ibn Jarir said that 
these Ayat were revealed concerning some people who fit this description, whether they were 
from Bhiopia or otherwise. Allah said, 



(Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity to the believers the Jews and those 
who commit Shirk,) This describes the Jews, since their disbelief is that of rebellion, defiance, 
opposing the truth, belittling other, people and degrading the scholars. This is why the Jews - 
may Allah's continued curses descend on them until the Day of Resurrection - killed many of 
their Prophets and tried to kill the Messenger of Allah several times, as well as, performing 
magic spells against him and poisoning him. They also incited their likes among the polyt heists 
against the Prophet . Allah's statement, 



(and you will find the nearest in love to the believers those who say: "We are Christians.") 
refers to those who call themselves Christians, who follow the religion of the Messiah and the 
teachings of his Injil. These people are generally more tolerant of Islam and its people, 
because of the mercy and kindness that their hearts acquired through part of the Messiah's 
religion. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him, compassion, mercy, and 
monasticism...) 57:27 . In their book is the saying; "He who strikes you on the right cheek, 
then turn the left cheek for him." And fighting was prohibited in their creed, and this is why 
Allah said, 



(That is because among them are Qissisin (priests) and Ruhban (monks), and they are not 
proud.) This means that among them are Qissisin (priests). The word Ruhban refers to one 
dedicated to worship. Allah said, 



(That is because among them are priests and monks, and they are not proud.) This describes 
them with knowledge, worship and humbleness, along with following the truth and fairness. 



(And when they listen to what has been sent down to the Messenger, you see their eyes 
overflowing with tears because of the truth they have recognized.) This refers to the good 
news that they have about the advent of Muhammad , 



(They say: "Our Lord! We believe; so write us down among the witnesses.") who testify to the 
truth and believe in it. 



("And why should we not believe in Allah and in that which has come to us of the truth And We 
wish that our Lord will admit us (in Paradise) along with the righteous people.") Such sect of 
Christians are those mentioned in Allah's statement, 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, those who believe in Allah and in 
that which has been revealed to you, and in that which has been revealed to them, humbling 
themselves before Allah.) 3:199 and, 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in it (the Qur'an). And when it is 
recited to them, they say, "We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we were Muslims") 28:52-53 , until, 



("We seek not the ignorant.") 28:55 This is why Allah said here, 



(So because of what they said, Allah awarded them...) rewarding them for embracing the faith 
and recognizing and believing in the truth, 



(Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), they will abide therein forever.) and they will 
never be removed from it, for they will dwell and remain in it forever and ever, 



(Such is the reward of good-doers) who follow the truth and obey it wherever, whenever and 
with whomever they find it. Allah then describesthe condition of the miserable. 



(But those who disbelieved and belied Our Ayat,) defied and opposed them, 



(they shall be the dwellers of the (Hell) Fire.) For they are the people of the Fire who will 
enter and reside in it (eternally). 



(87. Oyou who believe! Make not unlawful the good things which Allah has made lawful to you, 
and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like the transgressors.) (88. And eat of the things 
which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good, and have Taqwa of Allah in Whom you 
believe.) 



There is No Monasticism in Islam 

" AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn " Abbas said, "This Ayah 5:87 was revealed about some of the 
Companions of the Prophet who said, 'We should cut off our male organs, abandon the desires 
of this life and travel in the land, just as the Ruhban (monks) do.' When the Prophet heard of 



this statement, he summoned them and asked them if they made this statement and they 
answered x Yes.' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(I fast and break my fast, pray and sleep, and marry women. Whoever follows my Sunnah is of 
me, and whoever abandons my Sunnah is not of me.)" Ibn Abi Hatim also collected this Hadith. 
Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Al-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas narrated a similar Hadith. It is 
recorded in the Two Sahihsthat 'Aishah said that some of the Companions asked the wives of 
the Prophet about the acts of worship that he performed in private. One of them said, "I will 
not eat meat," another said, "I will not marry women," while the third said, "I will not sleep on 
the bed." When the Prophet heard this statement, he said, 



» 



« 



(What is the matter with some people who said such and such I fast and break the fast, sleep 
and wake to stand to pray, eat meat, and marry women. He who is not pleased with my Sunnah 
is not of me.) Allah's statement, 



(and transgress not.) means, do not exaggerate and make it hard for yourselves by prohibiting 
the permissible things. Do not transgress the limits by excessively indulging in the permissible 
matters; only use of it what satisfies your need; and do not fall into extravagance. Allah said in 
ot her Ayat , 



(And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.) 7:31 , and, 



(And those, who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor miserly, but hold a medium 
(way) between those (extremes).) 25:67 3d Allah legislated a medium way between those who 
are extreme and those who fall into shortcomings, and it does not allow excessive application, 
nor lack of application. This is why Allah said here, 



(Make not unlawful the good things which Allah has made lawful to you, and transgress not. 
Verily, Allah does not like the transgressors.) then He said, 



(And eat of the things which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good,) 5:88 , eat of those 
itemsthat are pure and lawful for you, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah,) in all your affairs, obey Him and seek His pleasure, all the while 
staying away from defiance and disobedience of Allah, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah in Whom you believe. 



(89. Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for 
your deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten poor, on a scale of the Awsat of that with 
which you feed your own families; or clothe them; or free a slave. But whosoever cannot 
afford, then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have 
sworn. And protect your oaths. Thus Allah makes clear to you His Ayat that you may be 
grateful.) 



Unintentional Oaths 

We mentioned the subject of unintentional oaths in Surat Al-Baqarah, all praise and thanks are 
due to Allah, and so we do not need to repeat it here. We also mentioned that the Laghw in 
oaths refersto one's saying, "No by Allah," or, "Yes, by Allah," unintentionally. 

Expiation for Breaking the Oaths 

Allah said, 



(but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths.) in reference to the oaths that you intend in 
your hearts, 



(for its expiation (a deliberate oath) feed ten poor,), who are needy, not able to find 
necessities of the life. Allah's statement, 



(on a scale of the Awsat of that with which you feed your own families;) means, "On the 
average scale of what you feed your families," according to Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr and 
" Ikrimah. ' Ata' Al-Khurasani commented on the Ayah, "From the best of what you feed your 
families". Allah's statement, 



(or clothe them,) refers to clothing each of the ten persons with what is suitable to pray in, 
whether the poor person was male or female. Allah knows best. AI-'Awfi said that Ibn x Abbas 
said that the Ayah means a robe or garment for each poor person (of the ten). Mujahid also 
said that the least of clothing, referred to in the Ayah, is a garment, and the most is whatever 
you wish. Al-Hasan, Abu Ja' f ar Al-Baqir, ' Ata', Tawus, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Hammad bin Abi 
Sulayman and Abu Malik said that it means (giving each of the ten poor persons) a garment 
each. Allah's statement, 



(or free a slave) refersto freeing a believing slave. In the Muwatta' of Malik, the Musnad of Ash- 
ShafT i and the Sahih of Muslim, a lengthy Hadith was recorded that * Umar bin Al-Hakam As- 
Sularmi said that he once had to free a slave (as atonement) and he brought a black slave girl 
before the Messenger of Allah , who asked her; 



« » 

(Where is Allah) She said, "Above the heavens." He said, 

« » 

(Who am I) She said, "The Messenger of Allah." He said, 



« » 



(Free her, for she is a believer.) There are three types of expiation for breaking deliberate 
oaths, and whichever one chooses, it will suffice, according to the consensus (of the scholars). 
Allah mentioned the easiest, then the more difficult options, since feeding is easier than giving 
away clothes, and giving away clothes is easier than freeing a slave. If one is unable to fulfill 
any of these options, then he fasts for three days for expiation, just as Allah said, 



(But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days.) Ubayy bin Ka' b and 
Ibn Mas' ud and his students read this Ayah as follows, "Then he should fast three consecutive 
days." Even if this statement was not narrated to us as a part of the Qur'an through Mutawatir 
narration, it would still be an explanation of the Qur'an by the Companions that has the ruling 
of being related from the Prophet . Allah's statement, 



(That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn.) 5:89 means, this is the legal way 
to atone for deliberate oaths, 



(And protect your oaths.) Do not leave your broken oaths without paying the expiation for 
them, according to the meaning given by Ibn Jarir. 



(Thus Allah makes clear to you His Ayat) and explains them to you, 



(that you may be grateful.) 



(90. you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are a Rijsof Shaytan's handiwork. So 
avoid that in order that you may be successful.) (91. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and 
hatred between you with Khamr and Maysir, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah 
and from the Salah (the prayer). 3d, will you not then abstain) (92. And obey Allah and obey 
the Messenger, and beware. Then if you turn away, you should know that it is Our Messenger's 
duty to convey in the clearest way.) (93. Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there 
is no sin on them for what they ate, if they have Taqwa and believe and do righteous good 
deeds, and they (again) have Taqwa and believe, and then (once again) have Taqwa and 
perform good. And Allah loves the good-doers.) 

Prohibiting Khamr (Intoxicants) and Maysir (Gambling) 

Allah forbids His believing servants from consuming Khamr and Maysir which is gambling. Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that ' AM bin Abi Talib, the Leader of the Faithful, said that chess is a type 
of gambling. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'At a', Mujahid and Tawus, or , two of them, said that 
every type of gambling, including children's playing with (a certain type of) nuts, is Maysir. Ibn 
' Umar said that Al-Maysir means gambling, and this is the same statement that Ad-Dahhak 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas, who added, "They used to gamble during the time of Jahiliyyah, 
until Islam came. Allah then forbade them from this evil behavior." 



Meaning of Ansab and Azlam 

Al-Ansab were altar stones, in whose vicinity sacrifices were offered (during the time of 
Jahiliyyah), according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ata', Sa' id bin Jubayr and Al-Hasan. They also 
said that Al-Azlam were arrows that they used for lotteries to make decisions, as Ibn Abi Hatim 
narrated. Allah said, 



(A Rijsof Shaytan's handiwork) meaning, abomination of Shaytan's handiwork, according to ' Ali 
bin Abi Talhah who reported it from Ibn 'Abbas. Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Rijs means 'sin' 
while Zayd bin Aslam said; "An evil handiwork of Shaytan." 



(So avoid that) avoid all of these abominations, 



(in order that you may be successful.) and this is a statement of encouragement. Allah said 
next, 



(Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with Khamr (intoxicants) and 
Maysir (gambling), and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from the Salah (the 
prayer). 3d, will you not then abstain) This is a threat and a warning. 

Hadithsthat Prohibit Khamr (Intoxicants) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "There were three stages to prohibiting Khamr 
(intoxicants). When the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al- Mad in ah, the people were consuming 
alcohol and gambling, so they asked the Messenger of Allah about these things, Allah revealed, 



(They ask you about alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a great sin, and (some) 
benefit for men.") 2:219 , until the end of the Ayah. The people said, 'They (intoxicants and 
gambling) were not prohibited for us. Allah only said, 



(In them is a great sin, and (some) benefit for men.)' 3d they went on drinking Khamr until one 
day, one of the emigrants lead his companions in the Maghrib prayer and mixed up the Ayat in 
his recitation. Thereafter, Allah sent down a tougher statement, 



(0 you who believe! Approach not the Salah (the prayer) when you are in a drunken state until 
you know (the meaning of) what you utter.) 4:43 xThen, the people would drink before the 
time of the prayer so that they would attend the prayer while sober. A firmer Ayah was later 
revealed, 



(0 you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are an abomination of Shaytan's 
handiwork. So avoid that in order that you may be successful.) 5:90-91 3d they said, 'We 
abstained, Lord!' Later, some people said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Some people died in the 
cause of Allah, while some others died in their beds, but they used to drink alcohol and indulge 
in gambling, which Allah has made a Rijsof the work of Shaytan.' So Allah sent down, 



(Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they ate... 
5:93 , until the end of the Ayah. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Had they been made impermissible for them, they would have abandoned them as you have 
abandoned them.) Ahmad recorded this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that * Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said, "0 Allah! Explain the verdict about Khamr to us clearly." The Ayah in Surat Al- 
Baqarah was revealed, 



(They ask you about alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a great sin.") 2:219 ' Umar 
was summoned and this Ayah was recited to him, but he still said, "0 Allah! Make the verdict of 
Khamr clear to us." Then the Ayah in Surat An-Nisa' was revealed, 



(0 you who believe! Do not approach the Salah when you are in a drunken state.) 4:43 
Thereafter, the Prophet had someone herald when it was time to pray, "Those in a drunken 
state are not to approach the prayer." ' Umar was again summoned and the Ayah was recited to 
him, but he still said, "0 Allah! Make the verdict concerning Khamr clear to us." Then, the Ayah 
in Surat Al-Ma'idah 5:91 was revealed, and * Umar was summoned and it was recited to him. 
When he reached the part of the Ayah that reads, 



(So, will you not then abstain) 5:91 , 'Umar said, "We abstained, we abstained." Abu Dawud, 
At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith. Al i bin Al-Madini and At-Tirmidhi graded it 
Sahih. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, that 'Umar bin Al-Khattab said in a speech; while 
standing on the Minbar of the Messenger of Allah (in the Prophet's Masjid in Al-Madinah) "O 
people! The prohibition of Khamr was revealed; and Khamr was extracted from five things: 
From grapes, dates, honey, wheat and barley. Khamr is what intoxicates the mind." Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Ibn 'Umar said, "The prohibition of Khamr was revealed when there were five 
kinds of intoxicants in Al-Madinah, besides what was produced from grapes." 

Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, "I once was giving an alcoholic beverage to Abu 
' Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah, ' Ubayy bin Ka' b, Suhayl bin Bayda' and several of their friends 
meeting at Abu Talhah's house. When they were almost intoxicated, some Muslims came and 
said, ' Did you not know that Khamr has been prohibited' They said, 'We'll wait and ask.' They 
then said, '0 Anas! Spill the remaining alcohol out of your container.' By Allah! They never 
drank it again, and their Khamr at that time was made from unripe and normal dates.'" This is 
also recorded in the Two Sahihs. In another narration by Anas, "I was the butler of the people 
in the house of Abu Talhah when Khamr was prohibited, and in those days alcohol was made 
from unripe and normal dates. A caller then heralded, and Abu Talhah ordered me to see what 
it was about. So I found that a person was announcing that alcoholic drinks had been 
prohibited. Abu Talhah ordered me to go out and spill the wine. I went out and spilled it, and it 
flowed in the streets of Al-Madinah. Some people said, 'Some people were killed and wine was 
still in their stomachs.' Later on, Allah's revelation came, 



(Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they 
ate...) 5:93 ." Ibn Jarir recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "I was serving Abu Talhah, Abu 
' Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah, Abu Dujanah, Mu' adh bin Jabal and Suhayl bin Bayda', until they 
became intoxicated from an alcoholic drink made of mixed unripe and normal dates. Then I 



heard someone herald, ' Khamr has been made illegal.' So no one went in or out until we spilled 
the alcohol and broke its barrels. Some of us then performed ablution and others took a 
shower, and we wore some perfume. We then went out to the Masjid while the Messenger of 
Allah was reciting, 



(0 you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are only an abomination of Shaytan's 
handiwork. So avoid that...) 5:90 , until, 



(So, will you not then abstain) 5:91 . A man asked, '0 Allah's Messenger! What about those 
who died drinking it' Allah sent down the verse, 



(Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they 
ate.) 5:93 ." 

Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn " Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Ten matters related to Khamr were cursed. Khamr itself was cursed, whoever drinks it, its 
server, seller, buyer, brewer, who asks for it to be brewed, whoever carries it, whomever it is 
carried to and whoever consumes its price.) Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith. 
Ahmad recorded that Ibn " Umar said, "Once, the Messenger of Allah went out and I went out 
with him. I walked to his right, but Abu Bakr came along and I gave way to him, and Abu Bakr 
was walking on the Prophet's right, while I was walking on his left. Then " Umar came along and 
he was walking on the Prophet's left, since I gave way to him. The Messenger of Allah then 
found a leather skin hanging containing alcohol, so he asked for a knife and ordered that the 
skin be cut open. He then said, 



» 



« 

(Khamr was cursed, and so are those who drink it, serve it, sell it, buy it, carry it, have it 
carried to them, brew it, have it brewed and consume its price.)" 

Another Hadith 

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Sa'd said, "There were four Ayat revealed about 
Khamr..." He then said, "A man from Al-Ansar made some food and invited us. We drank Khamr 
before it was prohibited and became intoxicated, and thus started to boast about our status. 
The Ansar said that they were better, while Quraysh (the Muhajirin) said that they were better. 
So a man from the Ansar took a bone and struck Sard's nose with it and made a flesh wound on 
it. Ever since that happened, Sa' d's nose had a scar from that wound. The Ayah, 



(Intoxicants, gambling,) until, 



(So, will you not then abstain) was later revealed." Muslim recorded this Hadith. 

Another Hadith 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin v Amr said, "This Ayah in the Qur'an, 



(0 you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are only an abomination of Shaytan's 
handiwork. So avoid that in order that you may be successful.) 5:90 , was also in the Tawrah; 
' Allah has sent down truth to eradicate falsehood, joyful play, flute or wind instruments, Zafan 
(dances) and Kibarat (refering to cabarets using the lute and bagpipe), tambourine, guitar, 
harp and lyric and love poetry. And Khamr is bitter for those who taste it. Allah has vowed by 
His grace and power, ' Whoever drinks it after I prohibited it, I will make him thirsty on the Day 
of Resurrection. Whoever abandons it after I prohibited it, I will let him taste it in the 
residence of Grace (Paradise).'" Its chain of narration isSahih 

Another Had it h 

Ash-ShafT i narrated that Malik narrated that NafT said that Ibn " Umar said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(Whoever drinks Khamr in the life of this world and does not repent from it, will be deprived of 
it in the Hereafter.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith. Muslim recorded that Ibn 
" Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Every intoxicant is Khamr, and every intoxicant is unlawful. Whoever drinks Khamr and dies 
while addicted to it, without repenting from drinking it, will not drink it in the Hereafter.) 
x Abdur-Rahman bin Al-Harith bin Hisham said that he heard ' Uthman bin ' Aff an saying, "Avoid 
Khamr, for it is the mother of all sins. There was a man before your time who used to worship 
Allah secluded from the people. Later, an evil woman loved him and sent her female servant to 
him saying that they wanted him to witness something. So he went with the servant. Whenever 
they went through the door, she locked it behind them, until he reached a beautiful woman 
with a young servant boy and some alcohol. She said to him, ' By Allah! I did not invite you to 
be a witness for anything, but called you to have sex with me, kill this boy or drink this 



alcohol.' 3d she gave him some alcohol, and he kept asking for more until he became 
intoxicated and had sex with her and killed the boy. Therefore, avoid Khamr, because it is 
never combined with faith, but one of them is bound to expel the other (from the heart)." This 
was recorded by Al-Bayhaqi. This statement has an authentic chain of narration. Abu Bakr bin 
Abi Ad-Dunya recorded this statement in his book on the prohibition of intoxicants, but he 
related it from the Prophet. Relating it from x Uthman is more authentic, and Allah knows best. 
Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When Khamr was prohibited, some people 
said, ' Allah's Messenger! What about our brethren who died while still drinking Khamr' Allah 
sent down the Ayah 



(Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they ate,) 
until the end of the Ayah. When the Qiblah (direction of the prayer) was changed (from 
Jerusalem to Makkah), some people asked, ' Allah's Messenger! What about our brethren who 
died while still praying toward Jerusalem' Allah sent down, 



(And Allah would never make your faith to be lost.)" 2:143 * Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the 
Prophet said when the Ayah, 



(Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they ate, 
they have Taqwa, and believe...) was revealed, 



« : » 

(I was told, that you are among them.) This is the narration that Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasa'i collected. 



(94. you who believe! Allah will certainly make a trial for you with something in the game 
that is well within reach of your hands and your lances, that Allah may test who fears Him in 
the unseen. Then whoever transgresses thereafter, for him there is a painful torment.) (95. O 
you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state of Ihram, and whosoever of you kills it 
intentionally, the penalty is an offering, brought to the Ka' bah, of livestock equivalent to the 
one he killed, as adjudged by two just men among you; or, for expiation, he should feed the 
poor, or its equivalent in fasting, that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed. 
Allah has forgiven what is past, but whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution 
from him. And Allah is Almighty, All-Able of Retribution.) v 



Prohibiting Hunting Game in the Sacred Area and During the State 

of Ihram 

' AM bin Abi Talhah Al-Walibi said that Ibn ' Abbas said that Allah's statement, 



(Allah will certainly make a trial for you with something in (the matter of) the game that is 
well within reach of your hands and your lances,) 5:94 , refers to, "The weak and young game. 
Allah tests His servants with such game during their Ihram, that if they wish, they would be 
able to catch it with their hands. Allah has commanded them to avoid catching it." Mujahid said 
that, 



(well within reach of your hands) refersto the young game and chicks, while 



(and your lances,) refersto mature game. Muqatil bin Hayyan said that this Ayah was revealed 
during the * Umrah of Al-Hudaybiyyah, when wild game and birds were coming to the Muslim 
camping area, which they had never seen the likes of before. Allah prohibited them from 
hunting the game while in the state of Ihram, 



(that Allah may test who fears Him in the unseen. ) Therefore, Allah tests His servants with the 
game that comes near their camping area, for if they wish, they can catch it with their hands 
and spears in public and secret. This is how the obedience of those who obey Allah in public 
and secret becomes apparent and tested. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(Verily! Those who fear their Lord in the unseen, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward 
(i.e. Paradise).) Allah said next, 



(Then whoever transgresses thereafter.) after this warning and threat, according to As-Suddi, 
then, 



(for him there is a painful torment.) for his defiance of Allah's command and what He has 
decreed. Allah said next, 



(0 you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state of Ihram,) This Ayah prohibits killing 
the game in the state of Ihram, except what is exempt from this as mentioned in the Two 
Sahihs; " A'ishah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Five are Fawasiq, they may be killed while in Ihram or not; the crow, the kite, the scorpion, 
the mouse and the rabid dog.) Ibn ' Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(It is not harmful in a state of Ihram to kill five kinds of animals: the crow, the kite, the 
scorpion, the mouse and the rabid dog.) This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs. Ayyub 
narrated that NafT narrated similar wordings for this Hadith from Ibn ' Umar. Ayyub said, "So I 
said to NafT , 'What about the snake' He said, 'There is no doubt that killing the snake is 
allowed.'" The ruling concerning the rabid dog also includes the wolf, lion, leopard, tiger and 
their like, since they are more dangerous than the rabid dog, or because the term Kalb (dog) 
covers them. Allah knows best. Abu Sa' id narrated that the Prophet was asked about the 
animals that the Muhrim is allowed to kill and he said, 



» 



« 

(The snake, the scorpion, the mouse, and the crow - which is shot at but not killed -- the rabid 
dog, the kite and wild beasts of prey.) Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith, as did At-Tirmidhi, 
who said, "Hasan", and Ibn Majah. 

The Penalty of Killing Game in the Sacred Area or in the State of 

Ihram 



Allah said, 



(And whosoever of you kills it intentionally, the penalty is an offering of livestock equivalent 
to the one he killed.) Mujahid bin Jabr said, "The meaning of " intentionally' here is that one 
intends to kill the game while forgetting that he is in the state of Ihram. Whoever intentionally 
kills the game while aware that he is in the state of Ihram, then this offense is more grave than 
to make an expiation, and he also loses his Ihram." This statement is odd, and the view of 
majority is that they have to pay the expiation for killing the game whether they forgot that 
they are in Ihram or not. Az-Zuhri said, "The Book (the Qur'an) asserts the expiation for 
intentional killing, and the Sunnah included those who forget, as well." The meaning of this 
statement is that the Qur'an mentioned the expiation and sin of those who intentionally kill 
game, 



(that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed. Allah has forgiven what is past, but 
whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution from him.) the Sunnah that includes the 
rulings issued by the Prophet and his Companions, indicated the necessity of expiation in cases 
of unintentional killing of game, just as the Book legislated expiation for intentional killing. 
Killing game is a form of waste, which requires expiation in intentional and unintentional cases, 
although those who intend it have sinned, rather than those who made an honest error. Allah's 
statement, 



(The penalty is an offering of livestock equivalent to the one he killed.) indicates the 
necessity of offering an equivalent animal to the one the Muhrim killed. The Companions gave 
rulings that the camel, for instance, is the equivalent of the ostrich, the cow is the equivalent 
of wild cattle, and the goat for the deer. As for the cases when there is no equivalent for the 
killed animal, Ibn ' Abbas said that one should spend its amount in Makkah (i.e. charity), as Al- 
Bayhaqi recorded. Allah's statement, 



(As adjudged by two just men among you;) means, two just Muslim men should determine an 
animal equivalent to the game killed, or the amount of its price. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu 
Jarir Al-Bajali said, "I killed a deer when I was in the state of Ihram and mentioned this fact to 
" Umar, who said, 'Bring two of your brethren and let them judge you.' So I went to ' Abdur- 



Rahman and Sa' d and they said that I should offer a male sheep." Ibn Jarir recorded that Tariq 
said, "Arbad killed a deer while in the state of Ihram and he went to " Umar to judge him. 
x Umar said to him, ' Let us both judge,' and they judged that Arbad should offer a goat that 
wasted on abundant water and grass. * Umar commented, 



(As adjudged by two just men among you;)." Allah's statement, 



(...an offering brought to the Ka' bah.) indicates that this equivalent animal should be brought 
to the Ka' bah, meaning, the Sacred Area, where it should be slaughtered and its meat divided 
between the poor of the Sacred Area. There is a consensus on this ruling. Allah said, 



(or, for expiation, he should feed the poor, or its equivalent in fasting,) that is, if the Muhrim 
does not find an equivalent to what he killed, or the animal hunted is not comparable to 
anything else. ' AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(...an offering brought to the Ka'bah, or, for expiation, he should feed the poor, or its 
equivalent in fasting.) "If the Muhrim killed game, then his judgement is its equivalent. If he 
kills an antelope, he offers a sheep slaughtered in Makkah. If he cannot, then he feeds six poor 
people, otherwise he should fast for three days. If he kills a deer, he offers a cow. If unable, 
he feeds twenty poor people, or otherwise if unable, he fasts for twenty days. If he kills an 
ostrich or zebra, he offers a camel, or he feeds thirty poor people, or fasts thirty days." Ibn Abi 
Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded this statement, and in Ibn Jarir's narration, the food measurement 
is a Mudd (4 handfulsof food) each that suffices for the poor. Allah's statement, 



(that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed.) means, We have required him to 
pay this expiation so that he tastes the punishment of his error, 



(Allah has forgiven what is past.) during the time of Jahiliyyah, provided that one becomes 
good in Islam and follows Allah's Law, all the while avoiding the sin. Allah then said, 



(but whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution from him.) meaning, whoever does 
this after it has been prohibited in Islam and having knowledge that it is prohibited, 



(Allah will take retribution from him. And Allah is Almighty, All-Able of retribution.) Ibn Jurayj 
said, "I said to ' Ata', ' What isthe meaning of, 



(Allah has forgiven what is past.)' He said, 'Meaning, during the time of Jahiliyyah.' I asked 
about , 



(but whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution from him.) He said, 'Whoever 
commits this offense again in Islam, then Allah will take retribution from him and he also has to 
pay the expiation.' I asked, * Is there any punishment for repeating this offense that you know 
of He said, ' No.' I said, ' Do you think that the authorities should punish him' He said, ' No, for 
it is a sin that he committed between him and Allah. He should pay the expiation."' Ibn Jarir 
recorded this statement. It was said that the 'Allah will take retribution' refers to the 
expiation, according to Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ata', and the majority among the earlier and later 
generations. They stated that when the Muhrim kills game, the expiation becomes necessary, 
regardless of whether it was the first, second or third offense, and whether intentional or by 
error. Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement; 



(And Allah is Almighty, All-Able of retribution.) "Allah says that He is invincible in His control, 
none can resist Him, prevent Him from exacting retribution from anyone, or stop Him from 
punishing anyone. This is because all creation is His creation and the decision is His, His is the 
might, and His isthe control. His statement, 



(All-Able of retribution.) meaning, He punishesthose who disobey Him for their disobedience of 
Him." 



(96. Lawful to you is water game and its use for food -- for the benefit of yourselves and those 
who travel, but forbidden is (the pursuit of) land game as long as you are in a state of Ihram. 
And have Taqwa of Allah to Whom you shall be gathered back.) (97. Allah has made the 
Ka' bah, the Sacred House, an asylum of security and benefits for mankind, and also the Sacred 
Month and the animals of offerings and the garlanded, that you may know that Allah has 
knowledge of all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, and that Allah is the All- 
Knower of each and everything.) (98. Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that Allah is 
Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (99. The Messenger's duty is but to convey. And Allah knows all 
that you reveal and all that you conceal.) 

Water Game is Allowed for the Muhrim 

Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Sa' id bin Jubayr and others commented on Allah's statement; 



(Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water game...) that it means, what one eats fresh from it, 
while, 



(And its use for food) what is eaten dry and salted. Ibn ' Abbas said that ' water game' refers to 
what istaken from water while still alive, while, 



(and its use for food) refers to what the water throws ashore dead. Smilar statements were 
reported from Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, Zayd bin Thabit, 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari, 
* Ikrimah, Abu Salamah bin ' Abdur-Rahman, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Allah's 
statement, 



(for the benefit of yourselves and those who travel,) as food and provision for you, 



(and those who travel, ) those who are in the sea and traveling along the sea, according to 
x Ikrimah. Other scholars said that water game is allowed for those who fish it from the sea, as 
well as, when it is salted and used as food for travelers inland. A similar statement was 
reported from Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and As-Suddi and others. Imam Malik bin Anas recorded that 
Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "Allah's Messenger sent an army towards the east coast and appointed 
Abu 'Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah as their commander, and the army consisted of three hundred 
men, including myself. We marched on until we reached a place where our food was about to 
finish. Abu ~ Ubaydah ordered us to collect all the food for our journey, and it was collected in 
two bags of dates. Abu ~ Ubaydah kept on giving us our daily ration in small amounts from it, 
until it was exhausted. The share of each of us used to be one date only." I (one of the 
narrators from Jabir) said, "How could one date suffice for you" Jabir replied, "We came to 
know its value when even that finished." Jabir added, "When we reached the seashore, we saw 
a huge fish which was like a small mountain. The army ate from it for eighteen days. Then Abu 
" Ubaydah ordered that two of its ribs be affixed in the ground. Then he ordered that a she- 
camel be ridden, and it passed under the two ribs (forming an arch) without touching them." 
This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs. eMalik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "A 
man asked Allah's Messenger, ' Allah's Messenger! We go to sea and carry little water with us. 
If we use it for Wudu', we get thirsty, so should we use seawater for Wudu" The Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(Its water is pure and its dead are lawful)." The two Imams, Ash-ShafT i and Ahmad bin Hanbal, 
recorded this Hadith, along with the Four Sunan compilers. Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Hibban graded it Sahih. This Hadith was also recorded from the Prophet by several other 
Companions. 



Hunting Land Game is Prohibited During Ihram 

Allah said, 



(but forbidden is land game as long as you are in a state of Ihram.) Therefore, hunting land 
game during Ihram is not allowed, and if someone who is in the state of Ihram hunts, he will 
have to pay expiation, along with the sin he earns if he does it intentionally. If he hunts by 
mistake, he will have to pay the expiation and is not allowed to eat from it, because this type 
of game is just like dead animals, be he a Muhrim or a non-Muhrim. If someone who is not in 
the state of Ihram hunts and gives the food to a Muhrim, the Muhrim is not allowed to eat from 
its meat if it was killed for him in particular. As-Sa' b bin Jaththamah said that he gave a zebra 
as a gift to the Prophet in the area of Waddan or Abwa', the Prophet gave it back. When the 
Prophet saw the effect of his returning the gift on As-Sa' b'sface, he said, 



« » 

(We only gave it back to you because we are in a state of Ihram.) This Hadith was collected in 
the Two Sahihs. The Prophet thought that As-Sa' b hunted the zebra for him, and this is why he 
refused to take it. Otherwise, the Muhrim is allowed to eat from the game if one who is not in 
Ihram hunts it. For when Abu Qatadah hunted a zebra when he was not a Muhrim and offered it 
to those who were in the state of Ihram, they hesitated to eat from it. They asked the 
Messenger of Allah and he said, 



» 



« 



(Did any of you point at it or help kill it) They said, "No." He said, 



« » 

(Then eat,) and he also ate from it. This Hadith is also in the Two Sahihs with various wordings. 
Ibn Kathir only mentioned Ayat 96 to 99 here and explained the better part of Ayah number 
96, but he did not mention the explanation of the rest of that Ayah or the other Ayat (97 to 
99). This is the case in all of the copies of his Tafsir in existence, and he might have forgotten 
to do that, for it is less likely that all who copied this book forgot to copy only this part. So we 
used a summary of the Tafsir of these Ayat from the Imam of Tafsir, Ibn Jarir At-Tabari. We 
tried to summarize At-Tabari's eloquent words to the best of our ability, by Allah's help and 
leave. 



V 



(And have Taqwa of Allah to Whom you shall be gathered back. ) Allah says, fear Allah, 
people, and beware of His might, by obeying what He commands you and avoiding what He 
prohibits for you in these Ayat revealed to your Prophet . These Ayat forbid Khamr, gambling, 
Al-Ansab and Al-Azlam, along with hunting land game and killing it while in the state of Ihram. 
To Allah will be your return and destination, and He will punish you for disobeying Him and will 
reward you for obeying Him. 



(Allah has made the Ka' bah, the Sacred House, an asylum of security and benefits for 
mankind,) Allah says, Allah made the Ka'bah, the Sacred House, an asylum of safety for the 
people who have no chief to prevent the strong from transgressing against the weak, the evil 
from the good-doers, and the oppressors from the oppressed. 



(And also the Sacred Month and the animals of offerings and the garlanded.) Allah says that He 
made these symbols an asylum of safety for the people, just as He made the Ka* bah an asylum 
of safety for them, so that He distinguishes them from each other, for this is their asylum and 
symbol for their livelihood and religion. Allah made the Kabbah, the Sacred Month, the Hady, 
the garlanded animals and people an asylum of safety for the Arabs who used to consider these 
symbols sacred. Thus, these symbols were just like the chief who is obeyed by his followers, 
and who upholds harmony and public safety. As for the Ka'bah, it includes the entire sacred 
boundary. Allah termed it "Haram" because He prohibited hunting its game and cutting its trees 
or grass. Similarly, the Ka' bah, the Sacred Month, the animals of offerings and the garlands 
were the landmarks of existing Arabs. These symbols were sacred during the time of Jahiliyyah 
and the people's affairs were guided and protected by them. With Islam they became the 
symbols of their Hajj, their rituals, and the direction of the prayer, i.e., the Ka* bah in 
Makkah. 



(that you may know that Allah has knowledge of all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth, and that Allah is the All-Knower of each and everything.) Allah says; people, I made 
these symbols an asylum for you, so that you know that He Who made these symbols that 
benefit your life and provide you with security, also knows everything in the heavens and earth 
that brings about your immediate or eventual benefit. Know that He has perfect knowledge of 
everything and that none of your deeds or affairs ever escapes His observation; and He will 
count them for you so that He rewards those who do good with the same and those who do evil 
in kind. 



(Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Allah 
says, know that your Lord, Who has perfect knowledge of whatever is in the heavens and earth, 
and Who is never unaware of your deeds - public or secret - is severe in punishment for those 
who disobey and defy Him. He also pardons the sins of those who obey and repent to Him, 
more Merciful than to punish them for the sins that they repented from. 



(The Messenger's duty is but to convey. And Allah knows all that you reveal and all that you 
conceal.) This is a warning from Allah for His servants in which He says: Our Messenger, whom 
We sent to you, has only to convey Our Message and then the reward for the obedience, and 
punishment for the disobedience is on Us. The obedience of those who accept Our Message 
never escapes Our knowledge, just as in the case of those who disobey and defy Our Message. 
We know what one of you does, demonstrates physically, announces, and utters with his 
tongue, and what you hide in your hearts, be it of faith, disbelief, certainty, doubt or 
hypocrisy. He Who is so capable, then nothing that the hearts conceal, nor any of the apparent 
acts of the souls in the heavens and earth could escape His knowledge. In His Hand, alone, is 
the reward and punishment, and He is worthy to be feared, obeyed and never disobeyed. 



(100. Say: "Not equal are the bad things and the good things, even though the abundance of the 
bad may please you. " So have Taqwa of Allah, men of understanding in order that you may 



be successful.) (101. you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may 
cause you trouble. But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be 
made plain to you. Allah has forgiven that, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) (102. 
Before you, a community asked such questions, then on that account they became 
disbelievers.) Allah says to His Messenger , 



(Say,) Muhammad , 



(Not equal are the bad things and the good things, even though they may please you) human, 



(the abundance of bad.) This Ayah means, the little permissible is better than the abundant 
evil. 



(have Taqwa of Allah, men of understanding...) who have sound minds, avoid and abandon 
the impermissible, and let the permissible be sufficient for you, 



(in order that you may be successful.) in this life and the Hereafter. " So have Taqwa of Allah, 
Omen of understanding in order that you may be successful.) (101. you who believe! Ask not 
about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble. But if you ask about them 
while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be made plain to you. Allah has forgiven that, and 
Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) (102. Before you, a community asked such questions, 
then on that account they became disbelievers.) Allah says to His Messenger , 



(Say,) Muhammad , 



(Not equal are the bad things and the good things, even though they may please you) human, 



(the abundance of bad.) This Ayah means, the little permissible is better than the abundant 
evil. 



(have Taqwa of Allah, men of understanding...) who have sound minds, avoid and abandon 
the impermissible, and let the permissible be sufficient for you, 



(in order that you may be successful.) in this life and the Hereafter. 

Unnecessary Questioning is Disapproved of 

Allah said next, 



(0 you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble.) 
This Ayah refers to good conduct that Allah is teaching His believing servants, by forbidding 
them from asking about useless things. Since if they get the answersthey sought, they might be 
troublesome for them and difficult on their ears. Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, 
"The Messenger of Allah gave a speech unlike anything I heard before. In this speech, he said, 



» 

« 

(If you but know what I know, you will laugh little and cry a lot.) The companions of Allah's 
Messenger covered their faces and the sound of crying was coming out of their chests. A man 
asked, ' Who is my father' The Prophet said, ' So-and-so'. This Ayah was later revealed, 



(Ask not about things...)." Muslim, Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith. Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Qatadah said about Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble.) 
Anas bin Malik narrated that once, the people were questioning the Messenger of Allah until 
they made him angry. So he ascended the Minbar and said, 



« » 

(You will not ask me about anything today but I will explain it to you.) 3d the Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah feared that it was the commencement of a momentous event, and I 
looked to my right and left and found only people who covered their faces, crying. An 
argumentative man who was said to be the son of someone other than his true father asked, "O 
Allah's Messenger! Who is my father The Prophet said, 'Your father is Hudhafah." ' Umar stood 
up (when he saw anger on the Prophet's face) and said, "We accept Allah as our Lord, Islam as 
our religion and Muhammad as our Messenger, I seek refuge with Allah from the evil of the 
Fitan (trials in life and religion)." The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I have never witnessed both goodness and evil like I have today. Paradise and the Fire were 
shown to me and I saw them before that wall.) This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs 
from Sa' id. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Some people used to question the 
Messenger of Allah to mock him. One of them would ask, 'Who is my father,' while another 
would ask, 'Where is my camel,' when he lost his camel. Allah sent down this Ayah about 
them, 



(0 you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you 
trouble...)." Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Ali said, "When this Ayah was revealed, 



(And Hajj to the House is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who can bear the 
journey.) 3:97 , they asked, ' Allah's Messenger! Is it required every year' He did not answer 
them, and they asked again, ' Is it every year' He still did not answer them, so they asked, ' Is it 
every year' He said, 



» 



« 



(No, and had I said 'yes', it would have become obligated, and had it become obligated, you 
would not be able to bear it.) Allah sent down, 



(0 you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you 
trouble.)." At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadith. The apparent wording of this 
Ayah indicates that we are forbidden to ask about things that if one has knowledge of, he 
would be sorry he had asked. Consequently, it is better to avoid such questions. rAllah's 
statement, 



(But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be made plain to you.) 
means, if you ask about things that you are prohibited from asking about, then when the 
revelation about them comes to the Messenger , they will be made plain for you, 



(Verily! That is easy for Allah.) Allah said next, 



(Allah has forgiven that,) what you did before this, 



(and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.) Do not ask about things that do not have a ruling 
yet, for because of your questions, a difficult ruling may be ordained. A Hadith states, 



» 

« 

(The worst criminal among the Muslims is he who asks if a matter is unlawful (or not), and it 
becomes unlawful because of his asking about it.) It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Leave me as I have left you, those before you were destroyed because of many questions and 
disputing with their Prophets.) An authentic Hadith also states, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Most Honored, has ordained some obligations, so do not ignore them; has set some 
limits, so do not trespass them; has prohibited some things, so do not commit them; and has 
left some things without rulings, out of mercy for you, not that He forgot them, so do not ask 
about them.) Allah said next, 



(Before you, a community asked such questions, then on that account they became 
disbelievers.) meaning, some people before your time asked such questions and they were 
given answers. They did not believe the answers, so they became disbelievers because of that. 
This occurred because these rulings were made plain to them, yet they did not benefit at all 
from that, for they asked about these things not to gain guidance, but only to mock and defy. 



(103. Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa'ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham. But those 
who disbelieve invent lies against Allah, and most of them have no understanding.) (104. And 
when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has revealed and unto the Messenger." They say: 
"Enough for us is that which we found our fathers following," even though their fathers had no 
knowledge whatsoever and no guidance.) 

The Meaning of Bahirah, Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said, "The Bahirah is a female camel whose milk 
was spared for the idols and no one was allowed to milk it. The Sa'ibah is a female camel let 
loose for free pasture for the idols, and nothing was allowed to be carried on it. Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I saw x Amr bin " Amir Al-Khuza' i pulling his intestines behind him in the Fire, and he was the 
first to start the practice of Sa'ibah.) As for the Wasilah, it is a female camel set free for the 
idols, because it had given birth to a she-camel in its first delivery and then another she-camel 
at its second delivery. They used to set such camel free if she gave birth to two females 
without a male between them. As for the Ham, it is a male camel which would be freed from 
work for the idols, after it had finished a number of copulations assigned for it. The male 
camel freed from work in this case is called a Hami." Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded this 
Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(The first to start the practice of Sa'ibah and worshipping idols was Abu Khuza'ah, 'Amr bin 
'Amir. I saw him pulling his intestines behind him in the Fire.) The 'Amr mentioned in the 
above Hadith is the son of Luhay bin Qam' ah, one of the chiefs of the tribe of Khuza' ah who 
were the caretakers of the House of Allah after the tribe of Jurhum, (and before the Prophet's 
tribe, Quraysh). He was the first to change the religion of Ibrahim (Al-Khalil in Makkah) bringing 
idol worshipping to the area of Hijaz (Western Arabia). He also called the foolish people to 
worship idols and offer sacrifices to them and started these ignorant rituals concerning the 
animalsaswell as other ritualsof Jahiliyyah. Allah said in Surat Al-An'am, 



(And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which He has created...) 3:136 . As for 
the Bahirah, 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "It is the female camel that has 
given delivery five times. After that, they looked at the fifth delivery, if it were a male, they 
would slaughter it and give it to the men only and not the women. If it were a female, they 
would cut off its ears and proclaim, ' This is a Bahirah (no one is allowed to milk it)."' As-Suddi 
and others mentioned a similar statement. As for the Sa'ibah, Muj ah id said that it is for sheep, 
and mentioned a similar meaning as for Bahirah. He said that it delivers six females and then a 
male, female or two males, and that they then would slaughter it (the newly born sheep) and 
feed its meat to the men, but not to the woman. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the Sa'ibah is 
the female camel that delivers ten females, without giving birth to a single male between 
them. They would then set it free and no one was allowed to ride it, cut its wool or milk it, 
except for a guest. Abu Rawq said, "The Sa'ibah was made as such when one goes out for some 
of his affairs and succeeds in whatever he intended to do. So he would designate a Sa'ibah from 
his property, a female camel or another type, and would set it free for the idols (in 
appreciation for his success). Then, whatever this camel gave birth to was set free for the idols 
too." As-Suddi said, "When one's affair was successful, or if he was cured from an illness, or if 
his wealth increased, he would set some of his wealth free for the idols. Those who would try 
to acquire any of the Sa'ibah property were punished in this world." As for the Wasilah, * AM bin 
Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "It is the sheep that gives birth seven times, if she gives 
birth to a male or a female stillborn at its seventh delivery, the men, but not the women, 
would eat from it. If she gave birth to a female, or a female and a male, they would set them 
free, proclaiming (about the male in this case), His sister Wasalat (literally, 'connected him to 
being forbidden on us')." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that 
Ma' mar said that Az-Zuhri said that Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said that, 



(Or a Wasilah) "It is the female camel that gives delivery to a female and then another female 
at its second delivery. They would call such a camel a Wasilah, proclaiming that she has 
Wasalat (connected) between two females without giving birth to a male between them. 3d 
they used to cut off the ears of the Wasilah and let it roam free to pasture for their idols." A 
similar explanation was reported from Imam Malik bin Anas. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "The 
Wasilah sheep is the ewe that gives birth to ten females in five deliveries, giving birth to two 
females at each delivery. This sheep would be called Wasilah and would be set free. Whatever 
this sheep delivers afterwards, male or female, would be given to the men, but not the 
women, but if it delivers a stillborn, men and women would share it!" As for the Ham, AI-' Awfi 
said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "If a man's camel performs ten copulations, they would call him a 
Ham, '3d set him free.," Similar was reported from Abu Rawq and Qatadah. Al i bin Abi Talhah 
said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Ham is the male camel whose offspring gave birth to their own 
offspring; they would then proclaim, 'This camel has Hama (protected) its back.' Therefore, 
they would not carry anything on this male camel, cut his wool, prevent him from grazing 
wherever he likes or drinking from any pool, even if the pool did not belong to its owner." Ibn 
Wahb said, "I heard Malik saying, 'As for the Ham, it is the male camel who is assigned a 
certain number of copulations, and when having finished what was assigned to him, would have 
peacock feathers placed on him and be set free.'" Other opinions were also mentioned to 
explain this Ayah. There is a Hadith on this subject that Ibn Abi Hatim collected from Abu Ishaq 
As-Subay' i from Al-Ahwas Al-Jushami from his father Malik bin Nadlah who said, "I came to the 
Prophet wearing old clothes. So he said to me, 



« » 

(Do you have any property) I said, ' Yes.' He asked, 

« » 

(What type) I said, 'All types; camels, sheep, horses and slaves.' He said, 

« » 

(If Allah gives you wealth, then let it show on you.) He then asked, 



« » 



(Do your camels deliver calves that have full ears) I said, 'Yes, and do camels give birth but to 
whole calves' He said, 



» 



« : 

(Do you take the knife and cut off the ears of some of them saying, 'This is a Bahirah,' and tear 
the ears of some of them and proclaim, ' This is Sacred') I said, ' Yes.' He said, 



« » 

(Then do not do that, for all the wealth that Allah has given you is allowed for you.) Then he 
said; 



(Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa'ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham. ) As for the 
Bahirah, it is the animal whose ears were cut, one would not allow his wife, daughters, or any 
of his household to benefit from its wool, hair or milk. But, if it died, they would share it. As 
for the Sa'ibah, they used to set it free for their idols and announce this fact in the vicinity of 
the idols. As for the Wasilah, it is the sheep that gives birth to six offspring. When she 
delivered for the seventh time, they would cut its ears and horns, saying, 'It has Wasalat 
(connected deliveries),' and they would not slaughter it, hit it or prevent it from drinking from 
any pool." This Hadith was narrated with the addition of the explanation of these words in it. In 
another narration for this Hadith from Abu Ishaq from Abu Al-Ahwas, ~ Awf bin Malik used his 
own words (i.e., he explained these words not as a part of the Hadith itself) and this is more 
sound. Imam Ahmad recorded this Hadith from Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah, from Abu Az-Za' ra' ' Amr 
bin ' Amr, from his uncle Abu Al-Ahwas 'Awf bin Malik bin Nadlah from his father, Malik bin 
Nadlah. This narration also does not contain the explanation of Bahirah, Ham etc., that is 
added to the Hadith above, and Allah knows best. Allah's statement, 



(But those who disbelieve invent lies against Allah, and most of them have no understanding.) 
means, Allah did not legislate these invented rituals and He does not consider them acts of 
obedience. Rather, it is the idolators who made them into rituals and acts of worship that they 
used to draw near to Allah. But they did not and will not help them to draw near to Him, 
rather, these innovations will only harm them. 



(And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has revealed and to the Messenger." They 
say: "Enough for us is that which we found our fathers following,") imeaning, if they are called 
to Allah's religion, Law and commandments and to avoiding what He prohibited, they say, 'The 
ways and practices that we found our fathers and forefathers following are good enough for us. 
Allah said, 



(even though their fathers had no knowledge whatsoever...) That is, even though their fathers 
did not understand or recognize the truth or find its way. Therefore, who would follow their 
forefathers, except those who are even more ignorant and misguided than they were 



(105. you who believe! Take care of yourselves. If you follow the right guidance, no hurt can 
come to you from those who are in error. The return of you all is to Allah, then He will inform 
you about (all) that you used to do.) 

One is Required to Reform Himself First 

Allah commands His believing servants to reform themselves and to do as many righteous deeds 
as possible. He also informs them that whoever reforms himself, he would not be affected by 
the wickedness of the wicked, whether they were his relatives or otherwise. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Qayssaid, "Abu Bakr As-Sddiq stood up, thanked Allah and praised Him and then 
said, ' O people! You read this Ayah, 



(Oyou who believe! Take care of yourselves. If you follow the right guidance, no hurt can come 
to you from those who are in error.) You explain it the wrong way. I heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 



» 
« 

(If the people witness evil and do not change it, then Allah is about to send His punishment to 
encompass them.) I (Qays) also heard Abu Bakr say, '0 people! Beware of lying, for lying 
contradicts faith.'" 



(106. you who believe! When death approaches any of you, and you make a bequest, then 
take the testimony of two just men of your own folk or two others from outside, if you are 
traveling through the land and the calamity of death befalls you. Detain them both after the 
Salah (the prayer), (then) if you are in doubt (about their truthfulness), let them both swear by 
Allah (saying): "We wish not for any worldly gain in this, even though he (the beneficiary) be 
our near relative. We shall not hide the testimony of Allah, for then indeed we should be of the 
sinful.") (107. If it then becomes known that these two had been guilty of sin, let two others 
stand forth in their places, nearest in kin from among those who claim a lawful right. Let them 
swear by Allah (saying): "We affirm that our testimony is truer than that of both of them, and 
that we have not trespassed (the truth), for then indeed we should be of the wrongdoers.") 
(108. That should make it closer (to the fact) that their testimony would be in its true nature 
and shape, or else they would fear that (other) oaths would be admitted after their oaths. And 
have Taqwa of Allah and listen (with obedience to Him). And Allah guides not the rebellious 
people.) 

Testimony of Two Just Witnesses for the Final Will and Testament 

This honorable Ayah contains a glorious ruling from Allah. Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! When death approaches any of you, and you make a bequest, then take 
the testimony of two...) meaning that there should be two witnesses in such cases, 



(just men...) thus, describing them asjust, 



(of your own folk) Muslims. 



(or two others from outside) non-Muslims, meaning the People of the Book, according to Ibn 
" Abbas as Ibn Abi Hatim recorded. Allah said next, 



(if you are traveling through the land) on a journey, 



(and the calamity of death befalls you.) These are two conditions that permit using non- 
Muslims from among the Dhimmis for witnesses when there are no Muslims present: When one 
istraveling and needsto write a will, as Sharih Al-Qadi said. Ibn Jarir recorded that Sharih said, 
"The witness of the Jews and Christians is not allowed except while traveling, and even then 
only to witnessthe dictation of the will." Allah's statement, 



(Detain them both after the Salah (the prayer),) refers to the " Asr prayer, according to Al- 
* Awfi who reported it from Ibn * Abbas. This is the same explanation reported from Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Qatadah, ' Ikrimah and Muhammad bin Srin. As for Az-Zuhri, he 
said that they are detained after Muslim prayer (i.e., in congregation). Therefore, these two 
witnesses will be detained after a congregational prayer, 



(let them both swear by Allah if you are in doubt.) meaning, if you are in doubt that they might 
have committed treachery or theft, then they should swear by Allah, 



(We wish not in this) in our vows, according to Muqatil bin Hayyan, 



(for any worldly gain) of this soon to end life, 



(even though he be our near relative.) meaning, if the beneficiary be our near relative, we will 
still not compromise on the truth. 



(We shall not hide the testimony of Allah,) thus stating that the testimony is Allah's, as a way 
of respecting it and valuing its significance, 



(for then indeed we should be of the sinful.) if we distort the testimony, change, alter or hide 
it entirely. Allah said next, 



(If it then becomes known that these two had been guilty of sin...) if the two witnesses were 
found to have cheated or stolen from the money that the will is being written about, 



(let two others stand forth in their places, nearest in kin from among those who claim a lawful 
right.) This Ayah indicates that if the two witnesses were found to have committed treachery, 
then two of the nearest rightful inheritors should stand for witness in their place, 



(Let them swear by Allah (saying): "We affirm that our testimony is truer than that of both of 
them...") Meaning, our testimony that they have cheated is more truthful than the testimony 
that they have offered, 



(and that we have not trespassed (the truth),) when we accused them of treachery, 



(for then indeed we should be of the wrongdoers.) if we had lied about them. This is the oath 
of the heirs, and preference is to be given to their saying. Just as in the case with the oath of 
relative of a murdered person if he attempts to tarnish the case of the murdered person. So his 
family takes an oath in defense of his honor. This is discussed in the studies of the oaths in the 
books of Ahkam. Allah's statement, 



(That should make it closer (to the fact) that their testimony would be in its true nature and 
shape (and thus accepted),) means, the ruling requiring the two Dhimmi witnesses to swear, if 
there is a doubt that they were not truthful, might compel them to admit to the testimony in 
it st rue form. Allah's statement, 



(or else they would fear that (other) oaths would be admitted after their oaths.) means, 
requiring them to swear by Allah might encourage them to admit to the true testimony because 
they respect swearing by Allah and they glorify and revere Him. They also fear exposure if the 
heirs of the deceased are required to swear instead of them. In this case, the heirs would 
swear and earn the rightful inheritance that the two witnesses failed to declare. This is why 
Allah said, 



(or else they would fear that (other) oaths would be admitted after their oaths.), then, 



(And have Taqwa of Allah) in all of your affairs, 



(and listen.) and obey, 



(And Allah guides not the rebellious people.) who do not obey Him or follow His Law. 



(109. On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was 
the response you received (from men to your teaching)" They will say: "We have no knowledge, 
verily, only You are the Knower of all that is hidden.") 

The Messengers Will be Asked About Their Nations 



Allah states that on the Day of Resurrection, He will ask the Messengers about how their 
nations, to whom He sent them, answered and responded to their teachings. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent and verily, We 
shall question the Messengers.) 7:6 , and, 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.) 
15:92-93 . The statement of the Messengers here, 



(We have no knowledge) is the result of the horror of that Day, according to Mujahid, Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri and As-Suddi. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ath-Thawri said that Al-A'mash said that 
Mujahid said about the Ayah, 



(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was the 
response you received") They will become afraid and reply, 



(We have no knowledge. ..) Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this explanation. 'AM bin 
Abi Talhah said that Ibn " Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was the 
response you received (from men to your teaching)" They will say: "We have no knowledge, 
verily, only You are the Knower of all that is hidden.") "They will say to the Lord, Most 
Honored, 'We have no knowledge beyond what we know, and even that, You have more 
knowledge of them than us." This response is out of respect before the Lord, Most Honored, 
and it means, we have no knowledge compared to Your encompassing knowledge. Therefore, 



our knowledge only grasped the visible behavior of these people, not the secrets of their 
hearts. You are the Knower of everything, Who has encompassing knowledge of all things, and 
our knowledge compared to Your knowledge is similar to not having any knowledge at all, for 



(only You are the Knower of all that is hidden.) 



(110. (Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "0 " Isa, son of Maryam! 
Remember My favor to you and to your mother when I supported you with Ruh - il-Qudus 
Jibril so that you spoke to the people in the cradle and in maturity; and when I taught you 
the Book, the Hikmah, the Tawrah and the Injil; and when you made out of the clay, as it 
were, the figure of a bird, by My permission, and you breathed into it, and it became a bird by 
My permission, and you healed those born blind, and the lepers by My permission, and when 
you brought forth the dead by My permission; and when I restrained the Children of Israel from 
you since you came unto them with clear proofs, and the disbelievers among them said: 'This 
is nothing but evident magic.'") (111. "And when I Awhaytu put in the hearts of Al- Hawariyyin 
to believe in Me and My Messenger, they said: 'We believe. And bear witness that we are 
Muslims.'") 



Reminding ' Isa of the Favors that Allah Granted him 

Allah mentions how He blessed His servant and Messenger, " Isa, son of Maryam, and the 
miracles and extraordinary acts He granted him. Allah said, 



(Remember My favor to you) when I created you from your mother, without male intervention, 
and made you a sign and clear proof of My perfect power over all things, d 



(And to your mother) when I made you testify to her chastity and you thus absolved her from 
the sin that the unjust, ignorant liars accused her of, 



(when I supported you with Ruh - il-Qudus) the angel Jibril, and made you a Prophet, calling to 
Allah in the cradle and manhood. I made you speak in the cradle, and you testified that your 
mother was free from any immoral behavior, and you proclaimed that you worship Me. You also 
conveyed the news of My Message and invited them to worship Me. 



(so that you spoke to the people in the cradle and in maturity;) Meaning you called the people 
to Allah in childhood and in maturity. And the word Tukallim means invited, because his 
speaking to people while a child is nothing strange by itself. Allah's statement, 



(And when I taught you the Book and the Hikmah,) the power of writing and understanding, 



(and the Tawrah,) which was revealed to Musa, son of ' Imran, who spoke to Allah directly. 
Allah's statement, 



(and when you made out of the clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, by My permission,) means: 
'you shaped it in the figure of a bird by My permission, and it became a bird with My 
permission, after you blew into it'. Then, it became a flying bird with a soul by Allah's 
permission. Allah said; 



(and you healed those born blind, and the lepers by My permission,) This was explained before 
in Surah Al ' Imran (chapter 3) and we do not need to repeat it here. Allah's statement, 



(And when you brought forth the dead by My permission,) meaning, you called them and they 
rose from their graves by Allah's leave, power, Intent and will. Allah said next, 



(and when I restrained the Children of Israel from you since you came unto them with clear 
proofs, and the disbelievers among them said: "This is nothing but evident magic") Meaning: 
'remember My favor, when I stopped the Children of Israel from harming you, when you 
brought them the clear proofs and evidence, testifying to your prophet hood and Message from 
Me to them. They rejected you and accused you of being a magician and tried to kill you by 
crucifixion, but I saved you, raised you to Me, purified you from their vulgarity and protected 
you from their harm.' The wording of this Ayah indicates that " Isa will be reminded of these 
favors on the Day of Resurrection. Allah used the past tense in these Ayat indicating that it isa 
forgone matter that will certainly occur. This Ayah also contains some of the secrets of the 
Unseen that Allah revealed to His Messenger Muhammad . Allah said, 



(And when I (Allah) Awhaytu Al-Hawariyyin to believe in Me and My Messenger.) This is also a 
reminder of Allah's favor on ' Isa, by making discpies and companions for him. It is also said that 
Awhaytu in the Ayah means, ' inspired', just as in another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And We inspired the mother of Musa (saying): Suckle him...) 28:7 . Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And your Lord Awha (inspired) the bee, saying: "Take habitations in the mountains and in the 
trees and in what they erect. Then, eat of all fruits, and follow the ways of your Lord made 
easy (for you).") 16:68-69 Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented about the Hawariyyun, "Allah 
inspired them", while As-Suddi said, "" He put in their hearts," and the Hawariyyun said, 



(We believe. And bear witness that we are Muslims.) 



(112. (Remember) when Al-Hawariyun said: "CT Isa, son of Maryam! Can your Lord send down to 
us a Ma'idah from heaven" " Isa said: "Have Taqwa of Allah, if you are indeed believers.") (113. 
They said: "We wish to eat thereof and to be stronger in faith, and to know that you have 
indeed told us the truth and that we ourselves be its witnesses. ") (114. 'Isa, son of Maryam, 
said: "0 Allah, our Lord! Send us from heaven a table spread (with food) that there may be for 
us-- for the first and the last of us-- a festival and a sign from You; and provide us sustenance, 
for You are the Best of sustainers.") (115. Allah said: "I am going to send it down unto you, but 
if any of you after that disbelieves, then I will punish him with a torment such as I have not 
inflicted on anyone among the ' Alamin.") 

Sending Down the Ma'idah 

This is the story of the Ma'idah, the name of which this Surah bears, Surat Al-Ma'idah. This is 
also among the favors that Allah granted His servant and Messenger, x Isa, accepting his request 
to send the Ma'idah down, and doing so as clear proof and unequivocal evidence. Allah said, 



((Remember) when Al-Hawaryun said...) the disciples of " Isa said, 



(0 x Isa, son of Maryam! Can your Lord send down to us a Ma'idah from heaven) The Ma'idah is 
the table that has food on it. Some scholars said that the disciples requested this table because 
they were poor and deprived. So they asked ' Isa to supplicate to Allah to send a table of food 
down to them that they could eat from every day and thus be more able to perform the acts of 
worship. 



(" Isa said: "Have Taqwa of Allah, if you are indeed believers.") " Isa answered them by saying, 
x Have Taqwa of Allah! And do not ask for this, for it may become a trial for you, but trust in 
Allah for your provisions, if you are truly believers. ' 



(They said: "We wish to eat thereof.") we need to eat from it, 



(and to be stronger in faith,) when we witness it descending from heaven as sustenance for us, 



(and to know that you have indeed told us the truth,) of your Message and our faith in you 
increases and also our knowledge, 



(and that we ourselves be its witnesses.) testifying that it is a sign from Allah, as proof and 
evidence that you are a Prophet, and attesting to the truth of what you brought us, 



f Isa, son of Maryam, said: "0 Allah, our Lord! Send us from heaven a table spread (with food) 
that there may be for us -- for the first and the last of us -- a festival...") As-Suddi commented 
that the Ayah means, "We will take that day on which the table was sent down as a day of 
celebration, that we and those who come after us would consider sacred." Sufyan Ath-Thawri 
said that it means, "A day of prayer." 



(and a sign from You. ) proving that You are able to do all things and to accept my 
supplication, so that they accept what I convey to them from You, 



(and provide us sustenance,) a delicious food from You that does not require any effort or 
hardship, 



("For You are the Best of sustainers." Allah said: "I am going to send it down unto you, but if any 
of you after that disbelieves...") by denying this sign and defying its implication, ' Isa, 



(then I will punish him with a torment such as I have not inflicted on anyone among the 
" Alamin.) among the people of your time. Allah said in similar Ayat, 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): "Cause 
Fir'awn's people to enter the severest torment!") 40:46 , and, 



(Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire. ) 4:145 Ibn Jarir said that 
" Abdullah bin 'Amr said, "Those who will receive the severest torment on the Day of 
Resurrection are three: The hypocrites, those from the people of Al-Ma'idah who disbelieved in 
it, and the people of Fir' awn." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "They said to ' Isa, 
son of Maryam, ' Supplicate to Allah to send down to us from heaven, a table spread with food.' 
He also said, ' So the angels brought the table down containing seven fish and seven pieces of 
bread and placed it before them. So the last group of people ate as the first group did." Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Ishaq bin * Abdullah said that the table was sent down to ' Isa son of Maryam 
having seven pieces of bread and seven fish, and they ate from it as much as they wished. But 
when some of them stole food from it, saying, "It might not come down tomorrow," the table 
ascended. These statements testify that the table was sent down to the Children of Israel 
during the time of ' Isa, son of Maryam, as a result of Allah's accepting his supplication to Him. 
The apparent wording of this Ayah also states so, 



(Allah said: "I am going to send it down unto you...") 5:115 



(116. And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "0' Isa, son of Maryam! 
Did you say unto men: 'Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah'" He will say: 
"Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, 
You would surely have known it. You know what is in my inner self though I do not know what is 
in Yours, truly, You, only You, are the Knower of all that is hidden and unseen.") (117. "Never 
did I say to them ought except what You (Allah) did command me to say: 'Worship Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord.' And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst them, but when 
You took me up , You were the Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things.") 
(118. "If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily You, only You 
are the Almighty, the All-Wise.") 

' Isa Rejects Shirk and Affirms Tawhid 

Allah will also speak to His servant and Messenger, " Isa son of Maryam, peace be upon him, 
saying to him on the Day of Resurrection in the presence of those who worshipped ' Isa and his 
mother as gods besides Allah, 



(CT Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto men: " Worship me and my mother as two gods besides 
Allah') This is a threat and a warning to Christians, chastising them in public, as Qatadah and 
others said, and Qatadah mentioned this Ayah as evidence, 



("This isa Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth.") 5:119 Allah's statement, 



(Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say)...) contains Allah's 
direction for ' Isa to utter the perfect answer. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, 
"" Isa will be taught his argument in reply to what Allah will ask him, 



(And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "0 ' Isa, son of Maryam! Did 
you say unto men: ' Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah') 5:116 ." Abu 
Hurayrah then narrated that the Prophet said that Allah taught " Isa to say, 



(Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say)...) Ath-Thawri narrated 
this Hadith from Ma* mar from Ibn Tawusfrom Tawus. ' Isa's statement, 



(Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it.) means, had I said it, You, my Lord, 
would have known it, for nothing escapes Your knowledge. Rather, I have not said these words 
nor did the thought even cross my mind, this why he said, 



(You know what is in my inner self though I do not know what is in Yours, truly, You, only You, 
are the Knower of all that is hidden and unseen. Never did I say to them ought except what You 
(Allah) did command me to say...) and convey, 



(Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.) I only called them to what You sent me with and 
commanded me to convey to them, 



(Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord) and this is what I conveyed to them, 



(And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst them,) I was a witness over what they 
did when I was amongst them, 



(but when You took me up , You were the Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all 
things.) Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "The Messenger of Allah stood up 
once and gave us a speech in which he said, 



» 



« 

(0 people! You will be gathered to Allah while barefooted, naked and uncircumcised; 



(As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it.) 



» 



« 

The first among the creation who will be covered with clothes will be Ibrahim. Some men from 
my Ummah will be brought and taken to the left (to the Fire) and I will yell, 'They are my 
followers!' It will be said, 'You do not know what they innvovated after you (in religion).' So I 
will say just as the righteous servant f Isa) said, 



(And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst them, but when You took me up , 
You were the Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things. If You punish them, they 
are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily You, only You are the Almighty, the All- 
Wise.) 



» 



« 



(It will further be said, ' These people kept reverting back on their heels after you left them.')" 
Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith in the explanation of this Ayah. Allah said; 



(If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily You, only You are 
the Almighty, the All-Wise.) All matters refer back to Allah, for He does what He Wills and none 
can question Him about what He does, while He will question them. This Ayah also shows the 
crime of the Christians who invented a lie against Allah and His Messenger, thus making a rival, 
wife and son for Allah. Allah is glorified in that He is far above what they attribute to Him. So 
this Ayah 5:118 has tremendous value and delivers unique news. 



(119. Allah will say: "This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth: Theirs are 
Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise) -- they shall abide therein forever. Allah is 
pleased with them and they with Him. That is the great success.) (120. To Allah belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is therein, and He is able to do all things.) 

Only Truth will be of Benefit on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah answers His servant and Messenger * Isa, son of Maryam, after he disowns the disbelieving 
Christians who lied about Allah and His Messenger, and when ' Isa refers their end to the will of 
his Lord, 



(This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth.) Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 
' Abbas commented, "This isthe Day when Tawhid will benefit those who believed in it." 



(Theirs are Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise) -- they shall abide therein forever, 
and they will never be removed from it, 



(Allah is pleased with them and they with Him.) 



(But the greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah.) 9:72 We will mention the Hadiths about 
thisAyah 9:72 later on. Allah's statement, 



(That is the great success.) means, this is the great success, other than which there is no 
greater success. Allah said in another Ayat, 



(For the like of this let the workers work.) 37:61 , and, 



(And for this let (all) those strive who want to strive.) 83:26 Allah's statement, 



(To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is therein, and He is 
able to do all things.) means, He created everything, owns everything, controls the affairs of 
everything and is able to do all things. Therefore, everything and everyone are in His domain 
and under His power and will. There is none like Him, nor is there rival, ancestor, son, or wife 
for Him, nor a lord or god besides Him. Ibn Wahb said that he heard Huyay bin ' Abdullah saying 
that Abu ' Abdur-Rahman Al-Habli said that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "The last revealed Surah 
wasSurat Al-Ma'idah." 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Arf am 



(Chapter - 6) 

Which was Revealed in Makkah 

The Virtue of Surat Al-An am and When it Was Revealed 

AI-'Awfi, ' Ikrimah and 'Ata' said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Surat Al-An'am was revealed in 
Makkah" At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "All of Surat Al-An' am was revealed in 
Makkah at night, accompanied by seventy thousand angels, raising their voices in glorification 
of Allah" As-Suddi said that Murrah said that 'Abdullah said, "Surat Al-An' am was revealed in 
the company of seventy thousand angels." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. All praise be to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and originated the darkness 
and the light, yet those who disbelieve hold others as equal with their Lord.) (2. He it is Who 
has created you from clay, and then has decreed a stated term. And there is with Him another 
determined term, yet you doubt.) (3. And He is Allah, in the heavens and the earth, He knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what you earn.) 

All Praise is Due to Allah for His Glorious Ability and Great Power 

Allah praises and glorifies His Most Honorable Self for creating the heavens and earth, as a 
dwelling for His servants, and for making the darkness and the light to benefit them in the 
night and the day. In this Ayah, Allah describes darkness in the plural, Zulumat where Zulmah 
is singular for darkness , while describing the light in the singular, An-Nur, because An-Nur is 
more honored. In other Ayat, Allah said, 



(To the right and to the lefts.) 16:48 Near the end of this Surah (chapter 6), Allah also said; 



(And verily, this is my straight path, so follow it, and follow no (other) ways, for they will 
separate you away from His way.) 6:153 Allah said next, 



(Yet those who disbelieve hold others as equal with their Lord.) meaning, in spite of all this, 
some of Allah's servants disbelieve in Him and hold others as partners and rivals with Him. 
Some of Allah's servants claimed a wife and a son for Allah, hallowed be He far above what 
they attribute to Him. Allah's statement, 



(He it is Who has created you from clay,) refers to the father of mankind, Adam, from whom 
mankind originated, multiplied in numbers and spread about, east and west. Allah said, 



(Then has decreed a stated term. And there is with Him another determined term...) His 
saying; 



(Then has decreed a stated term,) refersto death, while, 



(And there is with Him another determined term...) refersto the Hereafter, according to Sa' id 
bin Jubayr who reported this from Ibn ' Abbas. Similar statements were narrated from Mujahid, 
* Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, " Atiyyah, As-Suddi, 
Muqatil bin Hayyan and others. Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said that, 



(And then has decreed a stated term,) is the term of this earthly life, while, 



(And there is with Him another determined term) refers to man's extent of life until he dies as 
mentioned in Allah's statement; 



(It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that 
you have done by day, then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed (life) be 
fulfilled.) 6:60 The meaning of Allah's statement, 



(With Him) isthat none but Him knows when it will occur. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(The knowledge thereof is with my Lord. None can reveal itstime but He.) 7:187 , and, 



(They ask you about the Hour -- when will be its appointed time You have no knowledge to say 
anything about it. To your Lord belongs (the knowledge of) the term thereof.) 79:42-44 Allah 
said, 



(Yet you doubt.) the coming of the (last) Hour, according to As-Suddi. Allah said next, 



(And He is Allah in the heavens and the earth, He knows what you conceal and what you reveal, 
and He knows what you earn.) Meaning, it is He Who is called Allah, throughout the heavens 
and the earth, that is, it is He who is worshipped, singled out, whose divinity is believed in by 
the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth. They call Him Allah, and they supplicate to Him 
in fear and hope, except those who disbelieve among the Jinns and mankind. In another Ayah, 
Allah said; 



(It is He Who is God in the heavens and the earth.) 43:84 meaning, He is the God of those in 
heaven and those on earth, and He knows all affairs, public and secret. 



(And He knows what you earn) all the good and bad deeds that you perform. 



(4. And never an Ayah comes to them from the Ayat of their Lord, but that they have been 
turning away from it.) (5. Indeed, they rejected the truth when it came to them, but there will 



come to them the news of that which they used to mock at.) (6. Have they not seen how many 
a generation before them We have destroyed whom We had established on the earth such as 
We have not established you And We poured out on them rain from the sky in abundance, and 
made the rivers flow under them. Yet We destroyed them for their sins, and created after 
them other generations.) 



Threatening the Idolatorsfor their Stubbornness 

Allah states that the rebellious, stubborn polyt heists wil I turn away from every Ayah, meaning, 
sign, miracle and proof that is evidence of Allah's Uniqueness and the truth of His honorable 
Messengers. They will not contemplate about these Ayat or care about them. Allah said, 



(Indeed, they rejected the truth when it came to them, but there will come to them the news 
of that which they used to mock at.) This Ayah contains a warning and a stern threat for the 
disbelievers' rejection of the truth, stating that the disbelievers will surely know the truth of 
what they used to deny and taste the evil end of their behavior. Allah advises and warns the 
disbelievers, that they should avoid the torments and afflictions of this life, similar to what 
befell their likes from previous nations, who were stronger, wealthier, had more offspring, and 
were more exploitive on the earth. Allah said, 



(Have they not seen how many a generation before them We have destroyed whom We had 
established on the earth such as We have not established you) meaning, they had more wealth, 
children, buildings, abundant provision, riches and soldiers. Allah said next, 



(and We poured out on them rain from the sky in abundance, ) in reference to rain that comes 
often, 



(And made the rivers flow under them.) as rain was abundant and the springs were plentiful, so 
that We deceived them. 



(Yet We destroyed them for their sins) meaning the mistakes and errorsthat they committed, 



(and created after them other generations,) for, these generations of old perished and became 
as legends and stories, 



(And created after them other generations.) so that We test the new generations, as well. Yet, 
they committed similar errors and were destroyed, as their ancestors were destroyed. 
Therefore, beware of the same end that might befall you, for you are not dearer to Allah than 
these previous nations, but the Messenger whom you defied is dearer to Allah than the 
Messengers they defied. Thus, you are more liable than them to receive torment, if it was not 
for Allah's mercy and kindness. 



(7. And even if We had sent down unto you a Message written on paper so that they could 
touch it with their hands, the disbelievers would have said: "This is nothing but obvious 
magic!") (8. And they say: "Why has not an angel been sent down to him" Had We sent down an 
angel, the matter would have been judged at once, and no respite would be granted to them.) 
(9. And had We appointed him an angel, We indeed would have made him a man, and We 



would have certainly caused them confusion in a matter which they have already covered with 
confusion.) (10. And indeed Messengers were mocked before you, but their scoffers were 
surrounded by the very thing that they used to mock at.) (11. Say: "Travel in the land and see 
what wasthe end of those who rejected truth.") 



Censuring the Rebellious and their Refusal to Accept Human 

Messengers 

Allah describes the rebellion and stubbornness of the idolators in defying the truth and arguing 
against it, 



(And even if We had sent down unto you a Message written on paper so that they could touch it 
with their hands,) meaning, if they saw this Message's descent and were eye- witnesses to that, 



(the disbelievers would have said: "This is nothing but obvious magic!") This is similar to Allah's 
description of the disbelievers' defiance of facts and truth, 



(And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and they were to continue ascending 
thereto. They would surely say: "Our eyes have been (as if) dazzled. Nay, we are a people 
bewitched.") 15:14-15 , and, 



(And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down, they would say, "Clouds gathered 
in heaps!") 52:44 . 



(And they say: "Why has not an angel been sent down to him") to convey the Message with 
admonition along with him. Allah replied, 



(Had We sent down an angel, the matter would have been judged at once, and no respite 
would be granted to them.) Consequently, even if the angels descend, while the disbelievers 
still had the same attitude, then the torment will surely befall them from Allah as a 
consequence. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(We send not the angels down except with the truth (i.e. for torment, etc.), and in that case, 
they (the disbelievers) would have no respite!) 15:8 , and, 



(On the Day they will see the angels, no glad tidings will there be for the criminals that day.) 
25:22 Allah's statement, 



(And had We appointed him an angel, We indeed would have made him a man, and We would 
have certainly caused them confusion in a matter which they have already covered with 
confusion.) meaning, if We send an angel along with the human Messenger, or if We send an 
angel as a Messenger to mankind, he would be in the shape of a man so that they would be able 
to speak to him and benefit from his teachings. In this case, the angel (in the shape of a 
human) will also cause confusion for them, just as the confusion they caused themselves over 
accepting humans as Messengers! Allah said, 



(Say: "If there were on the earth, angels walking about in peace and security, We should 
certainly have sent down for them from the heaven an angel as a Messenger.") 17:95 It is a 
mercy from Allah to His creation that He sends every type of creation, Messengers from among 
their kind, so that they are able to call their people to Allah, and their people able to talk to 
them, ask them and benefit from them. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
from among themselves, reciting unto them His verses (the Qur'an), and purifying them.) 
3:164 Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas said about the Ayah 6:9 above , "If an angel was sent 
to them, he would come in the shape of a man. This is because they will not be able to look at 
the angel due to light." 



(... and We would have certainly caused them confusion in a matter which they have already 
covered with confusion. ) meaning, We would confuse them over their confusion. And Al-Walibi 
reported Ibn ' Abbas saying; "We brought doubts around them." Allah's statement, 



(And indeed Messengers were mocked before you, but their scoffers were surrounded by the 
very thing that they used to mock at.) comforts the Messenger concerning the denial of him by 
his people. The Ayah also promises the Messenger , and his believers, of Allah's victory and the 
good end in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said next, 



(Say: "Travel in the land and see what was the end of those who rejected truth.") meaning, 
contemplate about yourselves and think about the afflictions Allah struck the previous nations 
with, those who defied His Messengers and denied them. Allah sent torment, afflictions and 
punishment on them in this life, as well as the painful torment in the Hereafter, while saving 
His Messengers and believing servants. 



(12. Say: "To whom belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth" Say: "To Allah." He has 
prescribed mercy for Himself. Indeed He will gather you together on the Day of Resurrection, 
about which there is no doubt. Those who destroy themselves will not believe.) (13. And to Him 
belongs whatsoever exists in the night and the day, and He is the All-Hearing, the All- 
Knowing.") (14. Say: "Shall I take as a guardian any other than Allah, the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth And it is He Who feeds but is not fed." Say: "Verily, I am commanded to be the 
first of those who submit. "And be not you of the idolators.) (15. Say: "I fear, if I disobey my 
Lord, the torment of a Mighty Day.") (16. Who is averted from (such a torment) on that Day; 
then He (Allah) has surely been Merciful to him. And that would be the obvious success.) 



Allah is the Creator and the Sustainer 

Allah states that He is the King and Owner of the heavens and earth and all of what is in them, 
and that He has written mercy on His Most Honorable Self. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(When Allah created the creation, He wrote in a Book that He has with Him above the Throne; 
" My mercy overcomes My anger.') Allah said; 



(Indeed He will gather you together on the Day of Resurrection, about which there is no 
doubt.) swearing by His Most Honored Self that He will gather His servants, 



(For appointed meeting of a known Day.) 56:50 , the Day of Resurrection that will certainly 
occur, and there is no doubt for His believing servants in this fact. As for those who deny and 
refuse, they are in confusion and disarray. Allah's statement, 



(Those who destroy themselves) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(will not believe. ) in the Return and thus do not fear the repercussions of that Day. Allah said 
next, 



(And to Him belongs whatsoever exists in the night and the day.) meaning, all creatures in the 
heavens and earth are Allah's servants and creatures, and they are all under His authority, 
power and will; there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, 



(and He is the All -Hearing, the All -Knowing.) He hears the statements of His servants and knows 
their actions, secrets and what they conceal. Allah then said to His servant and Messenger 



Muhammad , whom He sent with the pure Tawhid and the straight religion, commanding him to 
call the people to Allah's straight path; 



(Say: "Shall I take as a guardian any other than Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth") Smilarly, Allah said, 



(Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah, Oyou fools") 39:64 . The meaning here is, 
I will not take a guardian except Allah, without partners, for He is the Creator of the heavens 
and earth Who orignated them without precedent, 



(And it is He Who feeds but is not fed.) For He sustains His creatures without needing them. 
Allah also said; 



(And I created not the Jinn and humans except that they should worship Me (Alone).) 51:56 
Some scholars read it, "And it is He Who feeds but He does not 

eat." meaning, Allah does not eat. Abu Hurayrah narrated, "A man from Al-Ansar from the area 
of Quba' invited the Prophet to eat some food, and we went along with the Prophet . When the 
Prophet ate and washed his hands, he said, 



» 



« 

(All praise is due to Allah, Who feeds but is never fed, He bestowed bounty unto us, Who gave 
us guidance and fed us, gave us something to drink, covered our nakedness; and for every favor 
He has given us. All praise is due to Allah, praise that should not be neglected, my Lord, all the 
while affirming that we will never be able to duly thank Him; nor be appreciative enough of 
Him, nor be free of needing Him. All thanks and praises are due to Allah Who fed us the food, 
gave us the drink, covered our nudity, guided us from misguidance, gave us sight from 
blindness, and honored us above many of His creaturers. All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all 
that exists.") 



(Say: "Verily, I am commanded to be the first of those who submit themselves to Allah as 
(Muslims).") from this Ummah, 



(And be not you of the idolaters. Say: "I fear, if I disobey my Lord, the torment of a Mighty 
Day.") 6:14-15 , the Day of Resurrection, 



(Who is averted from) such a torment, 



(on that Day, He has surely been Merciful to him) meaning, Allah will have been merciful to 
him, 



(And that would be the obvious success.) Allah also said, 



(And whoever is moved away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful.) 
3:185 , success here indicates acquiring profit and negates loss. 



(17. And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but He, and if He touches you with 
good, then He is able to do all things.) (18. And He is the Irresistible, above His servants, and 
He is the All-Wise, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) (19. Say: "What thing is the most great in 
witness" Say: "Allah is Witness between you and I; this Qur'an has been revealed to me that I 
may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach. Can you verily bear witness that 
besides Allah there are other gods" Say "I bear no (such) witness!" Say: "Only He is God, alone, 
and truly I am innocent of what you join in worship with Him.") (20. Those to whom We have 
given the Scripture recognize him, as they recognize their own children. Those who have lost 
(destroyed) themselves will not believe.) (21. And who does more wrong than he who invents a 
lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat Verily, the wrongdoers shall never be successful.) 

Allah is the Irresistible, Able to Bring Benefit and Protect from 

Harm 

Allah states that He Alone brings benefit or harm, and that He does what He wills with His 
creatures, none can resist His judgment or prevent what He decrees, 



(And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but He, and if He touches you with 
good, then He is able to do all things.) Similarly, Allah said, 



(Whatever mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can withhold it, and whatever He may 
withhold, none can grant it thereafter) 35:2 . It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah used to supplicate, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, there is none Who can avert what You grant or give what You deprive, and no fortune 
ever helpsthe fortunate against You.) This is why Allah said, 



(And He is the Irresistible, above His servants,) meaning, to Him the necks are subservient, the 
tyrants humble before Him and He has complete control over all things. The creatures have all 
bowed to Allah and are humbled before His grace, honor, pride, greatness, highness and ability 
over all things. The creatures are insignificant before Him, for they are all under His irresistible 
decision and power, 



(and He is the All-Wise,) in all His actions, 



(Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) Who places everything in its rightful place, grants and favors 
whomever deserves His favor. Allah said next, 



(Say: "What thing isthe most great in witness") or what isthe greatest witness, 



(Say: "Allah (the Most Great!) is Witness between you and I") for He knows what I brought you 
and what you will answer me with, 



(this Qur'an has been revealed to me that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may 
reach.) Therefore, this Qur'an is a warner for all those who hear of it. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 



(But those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) 11:17 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas said, "Those who follow the Messenger of Allah ought to call to what the 
Messenger of Allah called to and warn against what he warned against." Allah said next, 



("Can you verily bear witness...") idolators, 



("that besides Allah there are other gods" Say, "I bear no (such) witness!") Similarly, in another 
Ayah, Allah said; 



(Then if they testify, testify not you with them.) 6:150 Allah said next, 



(Say: "Only He is God, alone, and truly I am innocent of what you join in worship with Him.") 



People of the Book Recognize the Prophet Just as They Recognize 

Their Own Children 

Allah says, the People of the Book know what you brought them, Muhammad , as they know 
their own children. This is because they received good news from the previous Messengers and 
Prophets about the coming of Muhammad , his attributes, homeland, his migration, and the 
description of his Ummah. Allah said next, 



(Those who have lost (destroyed) themselves) and thus incurred the ultimate loss, 



(will not believe.) in this clear matter. A matter about which the previous Prophets gave good 
news, and a matter extolled about in ancient and modern times. Allah said next, 



(And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat) 
meaning, there is no person more unjust than he who lies about Allah and claims that Allah has 
sent him, while Allah did not send him. There is no person more unjust than he who denies 
Allah's proofs, signs and evidences, 



(Verily, the wrongdoers shall never be successful.) Surely, both of these people will never 
acquire success, whoever falsely claims that Allah sent him and whoever refuses Allah's 
Ayat . 



(22. And on the Day when We shall gather them all together, We shall say to those who joined 
partners in worship (with Us): "Where are your partners (false deities) whom you used to assert 
(as partners in worship with Allah)") (23. There will then be (left) no Fitnah for them but to 
say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others (in worship with Allah).") (24. 
Look! How they lie against themselves! But the (lie) which they invented will disappear from 
them.) (25. And of them there are some who listen to you; but We have set veils on their 
hearts, so they understand it not, and deafness in their ears; if they see every one of the Ayat 
they will not believe therein; to the point that when they come to you to argue with you, those 
who disbelieve say: "These are nothing but tales of the men of old.") (26. And they prevent 
others from him and they themselves keep away from him, and (by doing so) they destroy none 
but themselves, yet they perceive (it) not.) 



The Polythiests Shall be Questioned About the Shirk They 

Committed 

About the polytheists, Allah said: 



(And on the Day when We shall gather them all together,) This is on the Day of Resurrection, 
when He will ask them about the idols and rivals that they worshipped instead of Him. Allah 
will say to them, 



(Where are your partners (false deities) whom you used to assert (as partners in worship with 
Allah)) Allah said in Surat Al-Qasas, 



(And (remember) the Day when He will call to them, and say, "Where are My (so-called) 
partners whom you used to assert") 28:62 . Allah's statement, 



(There will then be (left) no Fitnah for them) means, argument. ' Ata' Al-Khurasani said that, 



(There will then be (left) no Fitnah for them) in the face of the affliction that will be placed on 
them, 



(but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others (in worship with Allah).") 
Allah said next, 



(Look! How they lie against themselves! But the (lie) which they invented will disappear from 
them.) which is similar to His other statement, 



(Then it will be said to them: "Where are (all) those whom you used to join in worship as 
partners. Besides Allah" They will say, "They have vanished from us: Nay, we did not invoke 
(worship) anything before." Thus Allah leads astray the disbelievers.) 40:73-74 

The Miserable Do Not Benefit from the Qur'an 

Allah's statement, 



(And of them there are some who listen to you; but We have set veils on their hearts, so they 
understand it not, and deafness in their ears; if they see every one of the Ayat they will not 
believe therein;) means, they come to you, (0 Muhammad ), so that they hear you recite the 
Qur'an, but its recitation does not benefit them, because Allah has set veils on their hearts, 
and so they do not understand the Qur'an, 



(and (set) deafness in their ears;) that prevents them from hearing what benefits them. In 
another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And the example of those who disbelieve, is as that of him who shouts at one who hears 
nothing but calls and cries.) 2:171 Allah said next, 



(if they see every one of the Ayat they will not believe therein;) meaning, they will not believe 
in any of the Ayat, proofs, clear evidences and signs they witness because they do not have 
sound comprehension or fair judgment. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen.) 8:23 Allah 
said, 



(to the point that when they come to you to argue with you...) using falsehood against truth, 



(those who disbelieve say: "These are nothing but tales of the men of old.") The disbelievers 
say, what you (0 Muhammad ) brought us was taken from the books of those who were before 
us, meaning plagiarized, 



(And they prevent others from him and they themselves keep away from him,) They discourage 
people from following the truth, believing in Muhammad and obeying the Qur'an, 



(and they themselves keep away from him,) They thus combine both evil acts, for they neither 
benefit themselves, nor let others benefit from the Prophet . " AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 
x Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(And they prevent others from him.) means, they hinder people from believing in Muhammad . 
Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah said, "The disbelievers of Quraysh used to refrain from meeting 
Muhammad and they discouraged people from coming to him." Similar was reported from 
Qatadah, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak and several others. 



(and (by doing so) they destroy not but themselves, yet they perceive (it) not.) They destroy 
themselves by committing this evil action, and its harm will only touch them. Yet, they do not 
perceive this fact! 



(27. If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that 
we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!") (28. Nay, what they had been concealing before has become 
manifest to them. But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that 
which they were forbidden. And indeed they are liars.) c(29. And they said: "There is no (other 
life) but our (present) life of this world, and never shall we be resurrected.") (30. If you could 
but see when they will stand before their Lord! He will say: "Is not this the truth" They will say: 
"Yes, by our Lord!" He will then say: "So taste you the torment because you used not to 
believe.") 



Wishes and Hopes Do Not Help One When He Sees the Torment 



Allah mentions the condition of the disbelievers when they are made to stand before the Fire 
on the Day of Resurrection and witness its chains and restraints, along with seeing the horrible, 
momentous conditions in the Fire with their own eyes. This is when the disbelievers will say, 



("Would that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our 
Lord, and we would be of the believers!") They wish that they would be sent back to the life of 
the world so that they could perform righteous deeds, refrain from disbelieving in the Ayat of 
their Lord and be among the believers. Allah said, 



(Nay, what they had been concealing before has become manifest to them.) meaning, the 
disbelief, denial and rebellion that they used to hide in their hearts will then be uncovered, 
even though they will try to hide this fact in this life and the Hereafter. Earlier, Allah said, 



(There will then be (left) no trial for them but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those 
who joined others in worship with Allah." Look! How they lie against themselves! But the (lie) 
which they invented will disappear from them. ) It is also possible that the meaning here is 
that the disbelievers will realize the truth that they knew all along in their hearts, that is, that 
what the Messengers brought them in this life is true, although they used to deny his Message 
before their followers. Allah said that Musa said to Fir" awn, 



("Verily, you know that these signs have clearly been sent down by none but the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth as eye-opening evidence.") 17:102 Allah said about Fir" awn and his 
people, 



(And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully and arrogantly, though they were themselves 
convinced thereof.) 27:14 



(Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been concealing before.) 6:28 When 
this occurs, and the disbelievers ask to be returned to this life, they will not do so because 
they truly wish to embrace the faith. Rather, they ask to be returned to this life for fear of the 
torment that they are witnessing before them, as punishment for the disbelief they committed, 
and to try and avoid the Fire that they see before their eyes. 



(But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars.) meaning, they lie when they say they wish to go back to this life so that 
they can embrace the faith. Allah states that even if they were sent back to the life of this 
world, they will again commit the disbelief and defiance that they were prohibited. 



(And indeed they are liars.) in their statement that, 



("Would that we were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!" Nay, what they had been concealing before has become manifest to 
them. But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars. And they said: "There is no (other life) but our (present) 
life of this world, and never shall we be resurrected.") Therefore, they will revert to their old 
behavior and say, 



(There is no life but our life of this world) and there is no Hereafter, 



(and never shall we be resurrected. ) Allah said, 



(If you could but see when they will stand before their Lord!) in front of Him, 



("Is not thisthe truth") meaning, is not Resurrection true, contarary to what you thought, 



(They will say: "Yes, by our Lord!" He will then say: "So taste you the torment because you used 
not to believe.") and because you today denied Resurrection. Therefore, taste the torment, 



("Is this magic, or do you not see") 52:15 



(31. They indeed are losers who denied their meeting with Allah, until all of a sudden, the Hour 
(signs of death) is upon them, and they say: "Alas for us that we gave no thought to it," while 
they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil indeed are the burdens that they will 
bear!) (32. And the life of this world is nothing but play and amusement. But far better is the 
abode of the Hereafter for those have Taqwa. Will you not then understand) 

Allah describes the regret of the disbelievers when facing Him, and 

their disappointment at the commencement, along with their 

sorrow for not performing good deeds and for their evil deeds 

This is why Allah said, 



(until all of a sudden, the Hour (signs of death) is upon them, and they say: "Alas for us that we 
gave no thought to it.") ' It' here refers to either the life of this world, or the affairs of the 
Hereafter. Allah's statement, 



(while they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil indeed are the burdens that they 
will bear!) Asbat said that As-Suddi said, "Upon entering his grave, every unjust person will 
meet a man with an ugly face, dark skin, awful odor, wearing dirty clothes, who will enter his 
grave with him. When the unjust person sees him, he will say, * How ugly is your face!' He will 
reply, ' So was your work, it was ugly.' The unjust person will say, ' How foul is the odor coming 
from you!' He will reply, 'Such was the case with your work, it stunk.' The unjust person will 
say, 'How dirty are your clothes!' He will reply, 'And your work too was dirty.' The unjust 
person will ask, 'Who are you' He will reply, 'I am your deeds.' So he will remain with the 
unjust person in his grave, and when he is resurrected on the Day of Resurrection, his 
companion will say to him, ' In the life of the world, I used to carry you because you followed 
desire and lust. Today, you carry me.' So he will ride on the unjust person's back and lead him 
until he enters the Fire. So Allah said, 



(while they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil indeed are the burdens that they 
will bear!) 6:31 " Allah's statement, 



(And the life of this world is nothing but play and amusement.) means, most of it is play and 
amusement, 



(But far better is the abode of the Hereafter for those who have Taqwa. Will you not then 
understand) 



(33. We know indeed the grief which their words cause you; it is not you that they deny, but it 
is the verses of Allah that the wrongdoers deny.) (34. Verily, (many) Messengers were denied 
before you, but with patience they bore the denial, and they were hurt, till Our help reached 
them, and none can alter the Words of Allah. Surely, there has reached you the information 
about the Messengers (before you).) (35. If their aversion is hard on you, then if you were able 
to seek a tunnel in the ground or a ladder to the sky, so that you may bring them a sign. And 
had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together upon true guidance, so be not you one 
of the ignorant.) (36. It is only those who listen, that will respond, but as for the dead, Allah 
will raise them up, then to Him they will be returned.) 

Comforting the Prophet 

Allah comforts the Prophet in his grief over his people's denial and defiance of him, 



(We know indeed the grief which their words cause you;) meaning, We know about their denial 
of you and your sadness and sorrow for them. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.) 35:8 , and 



(It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, that they do not become believers.) 
26:3 , and, 



(Perhaps, you, would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps (for their turning away from 
you), because they believe not in this narration.) 18:6 Allah's statement, 



(it is not you that they deny, but it is the verses of Allah that the wrongdoers deny.) means, 
they do not accuse you of being a liar, 



(but it is the Verses of Allah that the wrongdoers deny. ) It is only the truth that they reject 
and refuse. Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned that Az-Zuhri said that Abu Jahl, Abu Sufyan Sakhr 
bin Harb and Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq once came to listen to the Prophet reciting the Qur'an at 
night, but these three men were not aware of the presence of each other. 3d they listened to 
the Prophet's recitation until the morning, and then left. They met each other on their way 
back and each one of them asked the others, "What brought you" Sb they mentioned to each 
other the reason why they came. They vowed not to repeat this incident so that the young men 
of Quraysh would not hear of what they did and imitate them. On the second night, each one 
of the three came back thinking that the other two would not come because of the vows they 
made to each other. In the morning, they again met each other on their way back and 
criticized each other, vowing not to repeat what they did. On the third night, they again went 
to listen to the Prophet and in the morning they again vowed not to repeat this incident. 
During that day, Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq took his staff and went to Abu Sufyan bin Harb in his 
house saying, "0 Abu Hanzalah! What is your opinion concerning what you heard from 
Muhammad." Abu Sufyan said, "0 Abu Tha'labah! By Allah, I have heard some things that I 
recognize and know their implications. I also heard some things whose meaning and 
implications were unknown to me." Al-Akhnas said, "And I the same, by He Whom you swore 
by!" Al-Akhnas left Abu Sufyan and went to Abu Jahl and asked him, "0 Abu Al-Hakam! What is 
your opinion about what you heard from Muhammad. " Abu Jahl said, "We competed with Bani 
' Abd Manaf (the Prophet's subtribe) and so we fed as they fed and gave away as they gave 
away. So, when we were neck and neck with them, just as two horses in a race, they said, 
'There is a Prophet from among us, to whom revelation from the heaven comes.' So how can 
we ever beat them at that By Allah we will never believe in him or accept what he says.' This is 
when Al-Akhnas left Abu Jahl and went away." Allah's statement, 



(Verily, (many) Messengers were denied before you, but with patience they bore the denial, 
and they were hurt, till Our help reached them,) This comforts the Prophet's concern for those 
who denied and rejected him. Allah also commands the Prophet to be patient, just as the 
mighty Messengers before him were. He also promised him victory, just as the previous 
Messengers were victorious and the good end was theirs, after the denial and harm their people 
placed on them. Then, victory came to them in this life, just as victory is theirs in the 
Hereafter. Allah said, 



(and none can alter the Words of Allah.) This refers to His decision that victory in this life and 
the Hereafter is for His believing servants. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers. That they verily 
would be made triumphant. And that Our hosts, they verily would be the victors.) 37:171- 
173 , and, 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily! It is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is All-Powerful, Almighty.) 58:21 Allah said; 



(Surely, there has reached you the information about the Messengers (before you).) who were 
given victory and prevailed over the people who rejected them. And you (O Muhammad ), have 
a good example in them. Allah said next, 



(If their aversion is hard on you,) and you cannot be patient because of their aversion, 



(then if you were able to seek a tunnel in the ground or a ladder to the sky...) 'AM bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented, "If you were able to seek a tunnel and bring them 
an Ayah, or go up a ladder in the sky and bring a better Ayah than the one I (Allah) gave them, 
then do that." 9 mi lar was reported from Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. Allah's statement, 



(And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together upon true guidance, so be not 
you one of the ignorant.) is similar to His statement, 



(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together) Al i bin 
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together upon true guidance,) "The 
Messenger of Allah was eager that all people believe and be guided to follow him. Allah told 
him that only those whose happiness Allah has written in the first Dhikr will believe." Allah's 
statement, 



(It is only those who listen, that will respond,) means, only those who hear the speech, 
comprehend and understand it, will accept your call, O Muhammad ! In another Ayah, Allah 
said; 



(That it may give warning to him who is living, and that the Word may be justified against the 
disbelievers.) 36:70 . Allah's statement, 



(but as for the dead, Allah will raise them up, then to Him they will be returned.) refers to the 
disbelievers because their hearts are dead. Therefore, Allah resembled them to dead corpses 
as a way of mocking and belittling them, saying, 



(but as for the dead (disbelievers), Allah will raise them up, then to Him they will be returned 
(for their recompense).) 



(37. And they said: "Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord" Say: "Allah is certainly 
able to send down a sign, but most of them know not.") (38. There is not a moving creature on 
earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are Umam like you. We have neglected 
nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered.) (39. Those who reject 
Our Ayat are deaf and dumb in darkness. Allah sends astray whom He wills and He guides on 
the straight path whom He wills.) 

The Idolators Ask f or a Miracle 

Allah st at est hat the idolators used to proclaim, "Why does not (Muhammad) bring an Ayah from 
his Lord," meaning, a miracle of their choice! They would sometimes say, 



("We shall not believe in you, until you cause a spring to gush forth from the ground for us.") 
17:90 . 



(Say: "Allah is certainly able to send down a sign, but most of them know not.") Certainly, Allah 
is able to send an Ayah (sign). But, He decided out of His wisdom to delay that, because if He 
sends an Ayah of their liking and they still do not believe, this will hasten their punishment as 
with the previous nations. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. And We 
sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent not the 
signs except to warn, and to make them afraid (of destruction).) 17:59 , and, 



(If We will, We could send down to them from the heaven a sign, to which they would bend 
their necks in humility) 26:4 . 



The Meaning of Umam 

Allah said, 



(There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but 
are Umam like you.) Mujahid commented, "Meaning, various species that have distinct names." 
Qatadah said, "Birds are an Ummah, humans are an Ummah and the Jinns are an Urmmah." As- 
Suddi said that, 



(but are Umam like you.) means, creations (or species). Allah's statement, 



(We have neglected nothing in the Book,) means, the knowledge about all things is with Allah, 
and He never forgets any of His creatures, nor their sustenance, nor their affairs, whether 
these creatures live in the sea or on land. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc.). All is in a Clear Book.) 11:6 , there 
is a record of their names, numbers, movements, and lack of movement. In another Ayah, Allah 
said; 



(And so many a moving creature there is, that carries not its own provision! Allah provides for 
it and for you. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 29:60 Ibn Abi Hatim reported that 
Ibn " Abbas said about the Ayah, 



(then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered.) "Death gathers them." It was also said that 
the Day of Resurrection gathersthem, for in another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And when the wild beasts shall be gathered together.) 81:5 ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said about Allah's statement, 



(but are Umam like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) 
shall be gathered.) "All creatures will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection, the beasts, birds 
and all others. Allah's justice will be so perfect, that the un-horned sheep will receive 
retribution from the horned sheep. Allah will then command them, ' Be dust!' This is when the 
disbeliever will say, 



("Woe to me! Would that I were dust!")" 78: 40 . And this was reported from the Prophet in the 
Hadith about the Trumpet. 

The Disbelievers will be Deaf and Mute in Darkness 

Allah said, 



(Those who reject Our Ayat are deaf and dumb in darkness.) due to their ignorance, little 
knowledge and minute comprehension. Their example is that of the deaf-mute who cannot 
hear nor speak, as well as being blinded by darkness. Therefore, how can such a person find 
guidance to the path or change the condition he is in Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Their parable is that of one who kindled a fire; then, when it illuminated all around him, Allah 
took away their light and left them in darkness. (3d) they could not see. They are deaf, dumb, 
and blind, so they return not (to the right path)) 2:17-18 , and, 



(Or like the darkness in a vast deep sea, overwhelmed with a great wave topped by a great 
wave, topped by dark clouds, darkness, one above another, if a man stretches out his hand, he 
can hardly see it! And he for whom Allah has not appointed light, for him there is no light. ) 
24:40 This is why Allah said here, 



(Allah sends astray whom He wills and He guides on the straight path whom He wills.) for He 
does what He wills with His creatures. 



(40. Say: "Tell me if Allah's torment comes upon you, or the Hour comes upon you, would you 
then call upon any one other than Allah (Reply) if you are truthful!") (41. Nay! To Him alone 
you call, and, if He willed, He would remove that (distress) for which you call upon Him, and 
you forget at that time whatever partners you joined with Him (in worship)!) (42. Verily, We 
sent (Messengers) to many nations before you. And We seized them with extreme poverty and 
loss of health so that they might believe with humility.) (43. When Our torment reached them, 
why then did they not believe with humility But their hearts became hardened, and Shaytan 
made fair-seeming to them that which they used to do.) (44. So, when they forgot (the 
warning) with which they had been reminded, We opened to them the gates of every (pleasant) 
thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a sudden, We 
took them to punishment, and lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and 
sorrows.) (45. So the roots of the people who did wrong were cut off. And all the praises and 
thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the all that exists.) 

The Idolators Call On Allah Alone During Torment and Distress 

Allah states that He does what He wills with His creatures and none can resist His decision or 
avert what He decrees for them. He is the One Who has no partners, Who accepts the 
supplication from whomever He wills. Allah said, 



(Say: "Tell me if Allah's torment comes upon you, or the Hour comes upon you, would you then 
call upon any one other than Allah (Reply) if you are truthful!") This means, you -- disbelievers 
-- will not call other than Allah in this case, because you know that none except He is able to 
remove the affliction. Allah said, 



(if you are truthful) by taking gods besides Him. 



(Nay! To Him alone you call, and, if He willed, He would remove that (distress) for which you 
call upon Him, and you forget at that time whatever partners you joined with Him (in 
worship)!) for in times of necessity, you only call on Allah and forget your idols and false 
deities. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon besides Him vanish from 
you except Him (Allah)) 17:67 . Allah said; 



(Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you. And We seized them with extreme 
poverty...) That is, loss of wealth and diminished provisions, 



(and loss of health) various illnesses, diseases and pain, 



(so that they might believe with humility) and call Allah and supplicate to Him with humbleness 
and humility. Allah said; 



(When Our torment reached them, why then did they not believe with humility) Meaning: Why 
do they not believe and humble themselves before Us when We test them with disaster' 



(But their hearts became hardened,) for their hearts are not soft or humble, 



(and Shaytan made fair-seeming to them that which they used to do. ) That is, Shirk, defiance 
and rebellion. 



(So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been reminded,) by ignoring and 
turning away from it, 



(We opened to them the gates of everything,) Meaning: " We opened the gates of provisions for 
them from wherever they wished, so that We deceive them.' We seek refuge with Allah from 
such an end. This is why Allah said, 



f (unt il in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were given,) such as wealth, children 
and provisions, 



(all of a sudden, We took them to punishment and lo! They were plunged into destruction with 
deep regrets and sorrows.) They have no hope for any type of good thing. Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
said, "Whomever Allah gives provision and he thinks that Allah is not testing him, has no 
wisdom. Whomever has little provision and thinks that Allah will not look at (provide for) him, 
has no wisdom." He then recited the Ayah, 



(So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been reminded, We opened to them 
the gates of every (pleasant) thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they 
were given, all of a sudden, We took them to punishment, and lo! They were plunged into 
destruction with deep regrets and sorrows.) He added, "By the Lord of the Ka'bah! Allah 
deceived these people, when He gave them what they wished, and then they were punished." 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. 



(46. Say: "Tell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight, and sealed up your hearts, is 
there a god other than Allah who could restore them to you" See how variously We explain the 
Ayat, yet they turn aside.) (47. Say: "Tell me, if the punishment of Allah comes to you 
suddenly, or openly, will any be destroyed except the wrongdoing people") (48. And We send 
not the Messengers but as givers of glad tidings and as warners. So whosoever believes and does 
righteous good deeds, upon such shall come no fear, nor shall they grieve.) (49. But those who 
reject Our Ayat, the torment will strike them for their rebelling.) Allah said to His Messenger, 
say, Muhammad , to those rebellious liars, 



(Tell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight.) just as He gave these senses to you. 
In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(It is He Who has created you, and endowed you with hearing, seeing.) 67:23 . The Ayah 
above might also mean that Allah will not allow the disbelievers to benefit from these senses in 
religiousterms. This is why He said next, 



(and sealed up your hearts,.) He also said in other Ayat, 



(Or who owns hearing and sight) 10:31 , and, 



(And know that Allah comes in between a person and his heart.) Allah said; 



(Is there a god other than Allah who could restore them to you) Meaning, is there anyone 
except Allah who is able to give you back these senses if Allah took them from you Only Allah is 
able to do so, and this is why He said here, 



(See how variously We explain the Ayat,) and make them plain and clear, testifying to Allah's 
Oneness in lordship and that those worshipped besides Him are all false and unworthy. 



(yet they turn aside.) After this explanation, they still turn away from the truth and hinder 
people from following it. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Tell me, if the punishment of Allah comes to you suddenly...") means, while you are 
unaware -- or during the night -- striking you all of a sudden, 



(or openly) during the day, or publicly, 



(will any be destroyed except the wrongdoing people) This torment only strikes those who 
commit injustice against themselves by associating others with Allah, while those who worship 
Allah alone without partners will be saved from it, and they will have no fear or sorrow. In 
another Ayah, Allah said; 



(It isthose who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm, (wrong or Shirk).) 6:82 Allah's 
statement, 



(And We send not the Messengers but as bearers of glad tidings and as warners.) means, the 
Messengers bring good news to Allah's servants, as well as, command all that is good and 
righteous. They also warn those who disbelieve in Allah of His anger and of all types of 
torment. Allah said, 



(So whosoever believes and does righteous good deeds.) meaning, whoever believes in his heart 
with what the Messengers were sent with and makes his works righteous by imitating them; 



(upon such shall come no fear,) concerning the future, 



(nor shall they grieve.) about what they missed in the past and left behind them in this world. 
Certainly, Allah will be the Wali and Protector over what they left behind. Allah said next, 



(But those who reject Our Ayat, the torment will strike them for their rebelling.) The torment 
will strike them because of disbelieving in the Message of the Messengers, defying Allah's 
commands, committing what He prohibited and transgressing His set limits. 



(50. Say: "I don't tell you that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor (that) I know the Unseen; 
nor do I tell you that I am an angel. I but follow what is revealed to me." Say: "Are the blind 
and the one who sees equal Will you not then consider") (51. And warn therewith those who 
fear that they will be gathered before their Lord, when there will be neither a protector nor an 
intercessor for them besides Him, so that they may have Taqwa.) (52. And turn not away those 
who invoke their Lord, morning and evening seeking His Face. You are accountable for them in 
nothing, and they are accountable for you in nothing, that you may turn them away, and thus 
become of the wrongdoers.) (53. Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they 
might say: "Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from amongst us" Does not Allah 
know best those who are grateful) (54. When those who believe in Our Ayat come to you, say: 



"Salamun ' Alaykum" (peace be on you); your Lord has written mercy for Himself, so that, if any 
of you does evil in ignorance, and thereafter repents and does righteous good deeds, then 
surely, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



The Messenger Neither hasthe Key to Allah's Treasures, Nor Knows 

the Unseen 



Allah said to His Messenger 



(Say: "I don't tell you that with me are the treasures of Allah.") meaning, I do not own Allah's 
treasures or have any power over them, 



(nor (that) I know the Unseen,) and I do not say that I know the Unseen, because its knowledge 
is with Allah and I only know what He conveys of it to me. 



(nor I tell you that I am an angel.) meaning, I do not claim that I am an angel. I am only a 
human to whom Allah sends revelation, and He honored me with this duty and favored me with 
it. 



(I but follow what is revealed to me.) and I never disobey the revelation in the least. 



(Say: "Are the blind and the one who sees equal") meaning, ' Is the one who is guided, following 
the truth, equal to the one misled' 



(Will you not then consider) In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, be 
like him who is blind But it is only the men of understanding that pay heed.) 13:19 Allah's 
statement, 



(And warn therewith those who fear that they will be gathered before their Lord, when there 
will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him,) means, warn with this 
Qur'an, Muhammad , 



(Those who live in awe for fear of their Lord) 23:57 , who, 



(Fear their Lord, and dread the terrible reckoning.) 13:21 



(those who fear that they will be gathered before their Lord,) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(when there will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him, ) for on that 
Day, they will have no relative or intercessor who can prevent His torment if He decides to 
punish them with it, 



(so that they may have Taqwa.) Therefore, warn of the Day when there will be no judge except 
Allah, 



(so that they may have Taqwa.) and thus work good deeds in this life, so that their good deeds 
may save them on the Day of Resurrection from Allah's torment, and so that He will grant them 
multiple rewards. 

Prohibiting the Messenger from Turning the Weak Away and the 

Order to Honor Them 

Allah said, 



(And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and evening seeking His Face.) 
meaning, do not turn away those who have these qualities, instead make them your 
companions and associates. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and evening, seeking His 
Face, and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the 
world; and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance, one who 
follows his own lusts and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.) 18:28 Allah's statement, 



(invoke their Lord...) refersto those who worship Him and supplicate to Him, 



(morning and evening.) referring to the obligatory prayers, according to Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Qatadah. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And your Lord said, "Invoke Me, I will respond (to your invocation).") 40:60 , I will accept 
your supplication. Allah said next, 



(seeking His Face.) meaning, they seek Allah's Most Generous Face, by sincerity for Him in the 
acts of worship and obedience they perform. Allah said; 



(You are accountable for them in nothing, and they are accountable for you in nothing,) This is 
similar to the answer Nuh gave to his people when they said, 



(Shall we believe in you, when the meekest (of the people) follow you") 26:111 . Nuh 
answered them, 



(And what knowledge have I of what they used to do Their account is only with my Lord, if you 
could (but) know.) 26:112-113 , meaning, their reckoning is for Allah not me, just as my 
reckoning is not up to them. Allah said here, 



(that you may turn them away, and thus become of the wrongdoers.) meaning, you will be 
unjust if you turn them away. Allah's statement, 



(Thus We have tried some of them with others) means, We tested, tried and checked them 
with each other, 



(That they might say: "Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from amongst us") This 
is because at first, most of those who followed the Messenger of Allah were the weak among 
the people, men, women, slaves, and only a few chiefs or noted men followed him. Nuh, was 
also addressed by his people 



(Nor do we see any follow you but the meekest among us and they (too) followed you without 
thinking.) 11:27 KHeraciius, emperor of Rome, asked Abu Sufyan, "Do the noblemen or the 
weak among people follow him (Muhammad )" Abu Sufyan replied, "Rather the weak among 
them." Heraclius commented, "Such is the case with followers of the Messengers." The idolators 
of Quraysh used to mock the weak among them who believed in the Prophet and they even 
tortured some of them. They used to say, "Are these the ones whom Allah favored above us," 
meaning, Allah would not guide these people, instead of us, to all that is good, if indeed what 
they embraced is good. Allah mentioned similar statements in the Qur'an from the disbelievers, 



(Had it been a good thing, they (weak and poor) would not have preceded us to it!) 46:11 
and, 



(And when Our clear verses are recited to them, those who disbelieve say to those who 
believe: "Which of the two groups is best in position and station.") 19:73 Allah said in reply, 



(And how many a generation (past nations) have We destroyed before them, who were better 
in wealth, goods and outward appearance) 19:74 . Here, Allah answered the disbelievers 
when they said, 



("Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from amongst us" Does not Allah know best 
those who are grateful) Meaning is not Allah more knowledgeable of those who thank and 
appreciate Him in statement, action and heart Thus Allah directs these believers to the ways of 
peace, transfers them from darkness to light by His leave, and guides them to the straight 
path. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(As for those who strive hard for Us (Our cause), We will surely guide them to Our paths (i.e. 
Allah's religion). And verily, Allah is with the doers of good") 29:69 . An authentic Hadith 
st at es, 



» 



« 



(Allah does not look at your shapes or colors, but He looks at your heart and actions.) Allah's 
statement, 



(When those who believe in Our Ayat come to you, say: "Salamun 'Alaykum" (peace be on 
you);) means, honor them by returning the Salam and give them the good news of Allah's 
exclusive, encompassing mercy for them. & Allah said; 



(your Lord has written Mercy for Himself,) meaning, He has obliged His Most Honored Self to 
grant mercy, as a favor, out of His compassion and beneficence, 



(So that, if any of you does evil in ignorance...) as every person who disobeys Allah does it in 
ignorance, 



(and thereafter repents and does righteous good deeds,) by repenting from the sins that he 
committed, intending not to repeat the sin in the future, but to perform righteous deeds, 



(then surely, He is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When Allah finished with the creation, He wrote in a Book that He has with Him above the 
Throne, 'My mercy prevails over My anger'.) This Hadith was also recorded in the The Two 
Sahihs. 



(55. And thus do We explain the Ayat in detail, that the way of the criminals, may become 
manifest.) (56. Say: "I have been forbidden to worship those whom you invoke (worship) 
besides Allah." Say: "I will not follow your vain desires. If I did, I would go astray, and I would 
not be one of the rightly guided.") (57. Say: "I am on clear proof from my Lord, but you deny it. 
I do not have what you are hastily seeking (the torment). The decision is only for Allah, He 
declares the truth, and He is the best of judges.") (58. Say: "If I had that which you are asking 
for impatiently (the torment), the matter would have been settled at once between you and I, 
but Allah knows best the wrongdoers.") (59. And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is 
hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is on the land and in the sea; 
not a leaf falls, but he knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 

The Prophet Understands What He Conveys; Torment is in Allah's 

Hands Not the Prophet's 

Allah says, just as We mentioned the clear signs that testify and direct to the path of guidance, 
all the while chastising useless arguments and defiance, 



(And thus do We explain the Ayat in detail,) that is, whatever responsible adults need 
explained to them, in the affairs of life and religion, 



(That the way of the criminals may become manifest.) so that the path of the criminals who 
defy the Prophets is apparent and clear. This Ayah was also said to mean, so that you, 
Muhammad , are aware of the path of the criminals. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "I am on clear proof from my Lord...") means: I have a clear understanding of the Law of 
Allah that He has revealed to me, 



(but you deny it.) meaning, but you disbelieve in the truth that came to me from Allah. 



(I do not have what you are hastily seeking) meaning, the torment, 



(The decision is only for Allah,) for the ruling of this is with Allah. If He wills, He will punish 
you soon in response to your wish! If He wills, He will give you respite, out of His great wisdom. 
This is why Allah said, 



(He declares the truth, and He is the best of judges.) and the best in reckoning between His 
servants. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "If I had that which you are asking for impatiently (the torment), the matter would have 
been settled at once between you and I,") means, if I have what you ask for, I will surely send 
down what you deserve of it, 



(but Allah knows best the wrongdoers) Someone might ask about the meaning of this Ayah 
compared to the Hadith in the Two Sahihs, from x A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that 
she said to the Messenger, "0 Allah's Messenger ! Have you encountered a day harder than the 
day (of the battle) of Uhud" The Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



» 



« 



(Your people have troubled me alot and the worst trouble was on the day of " Aqabah when I 
presented myself to Ibn ' Abd Yalil bin ' Abd Kulal, who did not respond to my call. So I 
departed, overwhelmed with severe sorrow, proceeded on and could not relax until I found 
myself at Qarn Ath-Tha' alib where I raised my head towards the sky to see a cloud 
unexpectedly shading me. I looked up and saw Jibril in it and he called me saying, ' Indeed 
Allah has heard what you said to the people and what they have responded to you. Therefore, 
Allah has sent the Angel of the Mountains to you so that you may order him to do whatever you 
wish to these people.' The Angel of the Mountains called and greeted me, and then said, '0 
Muhammad! verily, Allah has heard how your people responded to you and He has sent me to 
you so that you could order me to do what you wish. If you like, I will let Al-Akhshabayn (two 
mountains to the north and south of Makkah) fall on them.' The Prophet said, No, but I hope 
that Allah will let them generate offspring who will worship Allah Alone, and will worship none 
besides Him.) This is the wording of Muslim. Tormenting the disbelievers of Quraysh was 
offered to the Prophet , but he chose patience and asked Allah for respite for them, so that 
Allah might let them generate offspring who will not associate anything with Him in worship. 
Therefore, how can we combine the meaning of this Hadith and the honorable Ayah, 



(Say: "If I had that which you are asking for impatiently (the torment), the matter would have 
been settled at once between you and I, but Allah knows best the wrongdoers.") The answer to 
this question is, Allah knows the best, that the Ayah states that if the punishment that they 
asked for was in the Prophet's hand at the time, he would have sent it on them as they asked. 
As for the Hadith, the disbelievers did not ask the Prophet to send the torment down on them. 
Rather, the angel responsible for the mountains offered him the choice to let the two 
mountains to the north and south of Makkah close in on the disbelievers and crush them. The 
Prophet did not wish that and asked for respite out of compassion for them. 

Only Allah Knows the Unseen 

Allah said next, 



(And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden), none knows them but He.) Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Salim bin 'Abdullah said that his father said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(The keys of the Unseen are five and none except Allah knows them: 



(Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and 
knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no person 
knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware)") 31:34 . Allah's 
statement, 



(And He knows whatever there is on the land and in the sea;) means, Allah's honored 
knowledge encompasses everything, including the creatures living in the sea and on land, and 
none of it, not even the weight of an atom on earth or in heaven, ever escapes His knowledge. 
Allah's statement, 



(not a leaf falls, but He knows it.) means, He knows the movements of everything including 
inanimate things. Therefore, what about His knowledge of the living creatures, especially, 
those whom the Divine laws have been imposed upon such as mankind and the Jinns In another 
Ayah, Allah said; 



(Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.) 40:19 



(60. It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all 
that you have done by day, then he raises (wakes) you up again, that a term appointed be 
fulfilled, then (in the end), unto Him will be your return. Then He will inform you of what you 
used to do.) (61. He is the Qahir over His servants, and He sends guardians over you, until when 
death approaches one of you, Our messengers take his soul, and they never neglect their duty.) 
(62. Then they are returned to Allah, their Master, the Just Lord. Surely, His is the judgment 
and He is the swiftest in taking account.) 

The Servants are in Allah's Hands Before and After Death 

Allah states that He brings death to His servants in their sleep at night, for sleep is minor 
death. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And (remember) when Allah said: "0 ' Isa! I will take you and raise you to Myself...") 3:55 
and, 



(It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, and those that die not during 
their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a 
term appointed.) 39:42 , ,thus mentioning both minor and major death. Allah says, 



(It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that 
you have done by day,) meaning, He knows the deeds and actions that you perform during the 
day. ThisAyah demonstrates Allah's perfect knowledge of Hiscreation, by day and night, and in 
their movements and idleness. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceal his speech or declare it openly, whether he 
be hid by night or go forth freely by day.) 13:10 , and 



(It isout of His mercy that He made night and day, so that you may rest therein), by night, 



(and that you may seek of His bounty) by day. Allah said, 



(And (We) have made the night as a covering. And (We) have made the day for livelihood.) 
78:10-11 . Allah said here, 



(It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that 
you have done by day,) 6:60 , Then said, 



(then he raises (wakes) you up again,) by day, according to Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi. 
Allah's statement, 



(that a term appointed be fulfilled) refersto the life span of every person, 



(then (in the end), unto Him will be your return.) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(Then He will inform you of what you used to do.) He will reward you, good for good, and evil 
for evil. Allah's statement, 



(He is the Qahir over His servants.) The Qahir means, the one who controls everything, all are 
subservient to His supreme grace, greatness and majesty, 



(and He sends guardians over you,) angelswho guard mankind. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by 
the command of Allah.) 13:11 , watching his deeds and recording them. Allah said, 



(But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you.) 82:10 , and, 



((Remember!) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive, one sitting on the right and 
one on the left. Not a word does he utter, but there is a watcher by him, ready.) 50:17-18 . 
Allah's statement, 



(until when death approaches one of you...) refers to, when one's life span comes to an end 
and he is dying, 



(Our messengers take his soul...) meaning, there are angels who are responsible for this job. 
Ibn ' Abbas and several others said that the Angel of Death has angels who pull the soul from its 
body and when it reachesthe throat, the Angel of Death captures it. Allah said; 



(and they never neglect their duty.) They guard the soul of the dead person and take it to 
wherever Allah wills, to * llliyyin if he was among the righteous, and to Sjjin if he was among 
the wicked (disbelievers, sinners, etc.), we seek refuge with Allah from this end. Allah said 
next, 



(Then they are returned to Allah, their Master, the Just Lord.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(The angels attend the dying person. If he is a righteous person, the angels will say, ' pure 
soul from a pure body! Come out with honor and receive the good news of rest, satisfaction 
and a Lord Who is not angry.' The angels will keep saying this until the soul leaves its body, and 
they will then raise it up to heaven and will ask that the door be opened for the soul and it will 
be asked, 'Who is this' It will be said, '(The soul of) so-and-so.' It will be said, 'Welcome, to 
the pure soul that inhabited the pure body. Enter with honor and receive the good news of 
rest, satisfaction and a Lord Who is not angry.' This statement will be repeated until the soul 
reaches the heaven above which there is Allah. If the dying person is evil, the angels will say, 
'Get out (of your body), wicked soul from a wicked body! Get out in disgrace and receive the 
news of boiling fluid, a fluid dark, murky, intensely cold and other (torments) of similar kind - 
all together - to match them.' This statement will be said repeatedly until the evil soul leaves 
its body. The soul will be raised up to heaven and a request will be made that the door be 
opened for it. It will be asked, 'Who is this' It will be said, '(The soul of) so and so.' It will be 
said, 'No welcome to the wicked soul from the wicked body. Return with disgrace, for the 
doors of heaven will not be opened for you.' 3d it will be thrown from heaven until it returns to 
the grave. 3d the righteous person sits and similar is said to him as before. And the evil person 
sits and similar is said to him as before.) It is also possible that the meaning of, 



(Then they are returned...) refers to the return of all creation to Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection, when He will subject them to Hisjust decision. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered together 
for an appointed meeting of a known Day.") 56:49-50 and, 



(And We shall gather them all together so asto leave not one of them behind...) 18:47 until, 



(And your Lord treats no one with injustice.) 18:49 Allah said here, 



(their Master, the Just Lord. Surely, His is the judgement and He is the swiftest in taking 
account.) 6:62 



(63. Say: "Who rescues you from the dark recesses of the land and the sea, when you call upon 
Him begging and in secret (saying): " If He (Allah) only saves us from these (dangers), we shall 
truly be grateful.") (64. Say: "Allah rescues you from these (dangers) and from all distress, and 
yet you commit Shirk.") (65. Say: "He hasthe power to send torment on you from above or from 
under your feet, or to Yalbisakum in party strife, and make you taste the violence of one 
another." See how variously We explain the Ayat, so that they may understand.) 

Allah's Compassion and Generosity, and His Power and Torment 

Allah mentions how He favors His servants, saving them during times of need, in the darkness 
of land and at sea, such as when storms strike. In such cases, they call on Allah alone, without 
partners, in supplication. In other Ayat, Allah said, 



(And when harm strikes you at sea, those that you call upon besides Him vanish from you 
except Him.) 17:67 , 



(He it is Who enables you to travel through the land and the sea, till when you are in the ships 
and they sail with them with a favorable wind, and they rejoice, then comes a stormy wind and 
the waves come to them from all sides, and they think that they are encircled therein, they 
invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him alone, saying: "If You deliver us from this, we 
shall truly be of the grateful".) 10:22 , and, 



(Is not He (better than your gods) Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea, and 
Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy Is there any god with 
Allah High Exalted be Allah above all that they associate as partners (with Him)!) 27:63 . Allah 
said in this honorable Ayah, 



(Say: "Who rescues you from the dark recesses of the land and the sea, when you call upon Him 
begging and in secret.") i.e., in public and secret, 



((Saying): x If He (Allah) only saves us...) from this distress, 



(we shall truly be grateful.) thereafter. Allah said, 



(Say: "Allah rescues you from these (dangers) and from all distress, and yet you commit Shirk.") 
meaning, yet you call other gods besides Him in times of comfort. Allah said; 



(Say: "He has the power to send torment on you from above or from under your feet,") He said 
this after His statement, 



(And yet you commit Shirk. ) Allah said next, 



(Say: "He has the power to send torment on you.."), after He saves you. Allah said in Surah 
Subhan (chapter 17), 



(Your Lord is He Who drives the ship for you through the sea, in order that you may seek of His 
bounty. Truly! He is Ever Merciful towards you. And when harm strikes you upon the sea, those 
that you call upon besides Him vanish from you except Him. But when He brings you safely to 
land, you turn away (from Him). And man is ever ungrateful. Do you then feel secure that He 
will not cause a side of the land to swallow you up, or that He will not send against you a storm 
of stones Then, you shall find no guardian. Or do you feel secure that He will not send you back 
a second time to sea, and send against you a hurricane of wind and drown you because of your 
disbelief, then you will not find any avenger therein against Us) 17:66-69 . Al-Bukhari, may 
Allah grant him His mercy, commented on Allah's statement, 



(Say: "He has the power to send torment on you from above or from under your feet, or to 
Yalbisakum in party strife, and make you taste the violence of one another." See how variously 
We explain the Ayat, so that they may understand.) "Yalbisakum means, 'cover you with 
confusion', So it means to, 'divide into parties and sects'. Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, 'When this 
Ayah was revealed, 



(Say: "He has power to send torment on you from above") Allah's Messenger said, 



« » 

(I seek refuge with Your Face.) 



(or from under your feet,) he again said, 

« » 

(I seek refuge with Your Face.) 



(or to cover you with confusion in party strife, and make you to taste the violence of one 
another.) he said, 



« » 

(This is less burdensome or easier.)'" Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith again in the book of 
Tawhid (in hisSahih), and An-Nasa'i also recorded it in the book of Tafsir. 

Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas said, We accompanied the Messenger of Allah 
and passed by the Masjid of Bani Mu'awiyah. The Prophet went in and offered a two Rak' ah 
prayer, and we prayed behind him. He supplicated to his Lord for a long time and then said, 



» 



« 



(I asked my Lord for three: I asked Him not to destroy my Ummah (Muslims) by drowning and 
He gave that to me. I asked Him not to destroy my Ummah by famine and He gave that to me. 



And I asked Him not to make them taste the violence of one another, but He did not give that 
to me.) Muslim, but not Al-Bukhari, recorded this Hadith in the book on Fitan (trials) (of his 
Sahih). 

Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, who attended the battle of Badr with the 
Messenger of Allah , said, "I met Allah's Messenger during a night in which he prayed throughout 
it, until dawn. When the Messenger of Allah ended his prayer, I said, x O Allah's Messenger! This 
night, you have performed a prayer that I never saw you perform before.' Allah's Messenger 
said, 



» 



« 

(Yes, it was a prayer of eagerness and fear. During this prayer, I asked my Lord for three things 
and He gave me two and refused to give me the third. I asked my Lord not to destroy us with 
what He destroyed the nations before us and He gave me that. I asked my Lord not to make our 
enemies prevail above us and He gave me that. I asked my Lord not to cover us with confusion 
in party strife, but He refused.) An-Nasa'i, Ibn Hibban in his Sahih, and At-Tirmidhi also 
recorded it. In the book on Fitan, in Al-Jami' , At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". Allah's 
statement, 



(or to cover you with confusion in party strife, ) means, He causes you to be in disarray and 
separate into opposing parties and groups. Al-Walibi f AN bin Abi Talhah) reported that Ibn 
* Abbas said that this Ayah refers to desires. Mujahid and several others said similarly. A Hadith 
from the Prophet , collected from various chains of narration, states, 



» 



« 



(And this Ummah (Muslims) will divide into seventy - three groups, all of them in the Fire 
except one.) Allah said; 



(and make you taste the violence of one another.) meaning, some of you will esperience 
torture and murder from one another, according to Ibn x Abbas and others. Allah said next, 



(See how variously We explain the Ayat,) by making them clear, plain and duly explained, 



(So that they may understand.) and comprehend Allah's Ayat, proofs and evidences. 



(66. But your people have denied it (the Qur'an) though it is the truth. Say: "I am not 
responsible for your affairs.") (67. For every news there is a reality and you will come to know.) 
(68. And when you see those who engage in false conversation about Our verses (of the Qur'an) 



by mocking at them, stay away from them till they turn to another topic. And if Shaytan causes 
you to forget, then after the remembrance, sit not you in the company of those people who are 
the wrongdoers.) (69. There is no responsibility for them upon those who have Taqwa, but 
(their duty) is to remind them, that they may (attain) Taqwa.) 

The Invitation to the Truth is Guidance Without Coercion 

Allah said, 



(But have denied it) denied the Qur'an, guidance and clear explanation that you (0 Muhammad 
) have brought them, 



(your people) meaning, Quraysh, 



(though it isthe truth.) beyond which there is no other truth. 



(Say: "I am not responsible for your affairs.") meaning, I have not been appointed a guardian or 
watcher over you. Allah also said; 



(And say: "The truth is from your Lord." Then whosoever wills, let him believe, and whosoever 
wills, let him disbelieve.) 18:29 , This means, my duty is to convey the Message and your duty 
is to hear and obey. Those who follow me, will acquire happiness in this life and the Hereafter. 
Those who defy me will become miserable in this life and the Hereafter. So Allah said; 



(For every news there is a reality...) meaning, for every news, there is a reality, in that, this 
news will occur, perhaps after awhile, according to Ibn " Abbas and others. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a while.) 38:88 and, 



((For) each and every matter there is a decree (from Allah).) 13:38 . This, indeed, is a 
warning and a promise that will surely occur, 



(and you will come to know.) Allah's statement, 



(And when you see those who engage in false conversation about Our verses (of the Qur'an)), by 
denying and mocking them. 

The Prohibition of Sitting with Those Who Deny and Mock Allah's 

Ayat 



(stay away from them till they turn to another topic.) until they talk about a subject other than 
the denial they were engaged in. 



(And if Shaytan causes you to forget...) This command includes every member of this Ummah. 
No one is to sit with those who deny and distort Allah's Ayat and explain them incorrectly. If 
one forgets and sits with such people, 



(then after the remembrance sit not you) after you remember, 



(in the company of those people who are the wrongdoers.). A Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(My Ummah was forgiven unintentional errors, forgetfulness and what they are coerced to do. 
The Ayah above 6:68 isthe Ayah mentioned in Allah's statement, 



(And it has already been revealed to you in the Book that when you hear the Verses of Allah 
being denied and mocked at, then sit not with them, until they engage in a talk other than 
that; (but if you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would be like them.) 4:140 , 
for, if you still sit with them, agreeing to what they say, you will be just like them. Allah's 
statement, 



(There is no responsibility for them upon those who have Taqwa,) means, when the believers 
avoid sitting with wrongdoers in this case, they will be innocent of them and they will have 
saved themselves from their sin. Allah's statement, 



(but (their duty) is to remind them, that they may avoid that.), means, We commanded you to 
ignore and avoid them, so that they become aware of the error they are indulging in, that they 
may avoid this behavior and never repeat it again. 



(70. And leave alone those who take their religion as play and amusement, and are deceived by 
the life of this world. But remind (them) with it (the Qur'an) lest a soul Tubsal for that which 
one has earned, when he will find for himself no protector or intercessor besides Allah, and 
even if he offers every ransom, it will not be accepted from him. Such are they who are given 
up to destruction because of that which they have earned. For them will be a drink of boiling 
water and a painful torment because they used to disbelieve.) Allah said, 



(And leave alone those who take their religion as play and amusement, and are deceived by the 
life of this world.) The Ayah commands to leave such people, ignore them and give them 
respite, for soon, they will taste a tremendoustorment. This is why Allah said, 



(But remind with it) meaning, remind the people with this Qur'an and warn them against Allah's 
revenge and painful torment on the Day of Resurrection. Allah said; 



(lest a soul Tubsal for that which one has earned,) meaning, so that it is not Tubsal. Ad-Dahhak 
from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi said that Tubsal means, be 
submissive. Al-Walibi said that Ibn 'Abbas said that Tubsal means, 'be exposed'. Qatadah said 
that Tubsal means, ' be prevented', Murrah and Ibn Zayd said that it means, ' be recompensed', 
Al-Kalbi said, 'be reckoned'. All these statements and expressions are similar, for they all mean 



exposure to destruction, being kept away from all that is good, and being restrained from 
attaining what is desired. Allah also said; 



(Every person is restrained by what he has earned. Except those on the Right.) 74:38-39 , and 



(when he will find for himself no protector or intercessor besides Allah,) and, 



(and even if he offers every ransom, it will not be accepted from him.) meaning, whatever the 
ransom such people offer, it will not be accepted from them. Allah said in a similar statement, 



(Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of 
gold will not be accepted from anyone of them.) 3:91 Allah said here, 



(Such are they who are given up to destruction because of that which they have earned. For 
them will be a drink of boiling water and a painful torment because they used to disbelieve. ) 



(71. Say: "Shall we invoke others besides Allah (false deities), that can do us neither good nor 
harm, and shall we turn on our heels after Allah has guided us -- Like one whom the Shayatin 
(devils) have made to go astray, confused (wandering) through the land, his companions calling 
him to guidance (saying): ' Come to us.'" Say: "Verily, Allah's guidance is the only guidance, and 
we have been commanded to submit (ourselves) to the Lord of all that exists.) (72. And to 
perform the Salah, and have Taqwa of Him, and it is He to Whom you shall be gathered.) (73. It 
is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in truth, and on the Day He will say: "Be!" it 
shall become. His Word is the truth. His will be the dominion on the Day when the Sur will be 
blown. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He isthe All-Wise, Well-Aware.) 

The Parable of Those Who Revert to Disbelief After Faith and Good 

Deeds 

As-Suddi said, "Some idolators said to some Muslims, 'Follow us and abandon the religion of 
Muhammad.' Allah sent down the revelation, 



(Say: "Shall we invoke others besides Allah, that can do us neither good nor harm, and shall we 
turn on our heels...") by reverting to disbelief, 



("...after Allah has guided us.") for if we do this, our example will be like he whom the devils 
have caused to wander in confusion throughout the land. Allah says here, your example, if you 
revert to disbelief after you believed, is that of a man who went with some people on a road, 
but he lost his way and the devils led him to wander in confusion over the land. Meanwhile, his 
companions on the road were calling him to come to them saying, * Come back to us, for we 
are on the path.' But, he refused to go back to them. This isthe example of he who followsthe 
devil after recognizing Muhammad , and Muhammad isthe person who is calling the people to 
the path, and the path is Islam." Ibn Jarir recorded this statement. Allah's statement, j 



(Like one whom the Shayatin (devils) have made to go astray (wandering) through the land, ) 
refers to ghouls, 



(calling him) by his name, his father's and his grandfather's names. 3d he followsthe devils' call 
thinking that it is a path of guidance, but by the morning he will find himself destroyed and 
perhaps they eat him. The Jinns will then let him wander in a wasteland where he will die of 
thirst. This isthe example of those who follow the false godsthat are being worshipped instead 
of Allah, Most Honored. Ibn Jarir also recorded this. Allah said, 



(Say: "Verily, Allah's guidance isthe only guidance,") Allah said in other instances, 



(And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be none to misguide him.) 39:37 , and, 



(If you covet for their guidance, then verily Allah guides not those whom He makes to go 
astray. And they will have no helpers.) 17:37 Allah's statement, 



(and we have been commanded to submit to the Lord of all that exists.) means, we were 
commanded to worship Allah in sincerity to Him alone, without partners. 



(And to perform the Salah, and have Taqwa of Him.) meaning, we were commanded to perform 
the prayer and to fear Allah in all circumstances, 



(and it is He to Whom you shall be gathered.) on the Day of Resurrection. 



(It is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in truth.) meaning, in justice, and He is 
their Originator and Owner Who governs their affairs and the affairs of their inhabitants. Allah 
said, 



(and on the Day He will say: "Be!" it shall become.) Referring to the Day of Resurrection, which 
will come faster than the blink of an eye, when Allah saysto it, " Be. 1 

As-SUr; The Trumpet 

Allah's statement, 



(on the Day when the Sur will be blown...) refers to Misstatement, 



(and on the Day He will say: "Be!" it shall become.) as we stated above. Or, it means, 



(His will be the dominion on the Day when the Sur will be blown.) Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Whose isthe kingdom this Day It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!) 40:16 , and, 



(The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), belonging to the Most Beneficent 
(Allah), and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.) 25:26 The Sur isthe Trumpet into 
which the angel Israfil, peace be upon him, will blow. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Israfil has held the Sur in his mouth and lowered his forehead, awaiting the command to blow 
in it.) Muslim recorded this Hadith in his Sahih. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Amr 
said, "Abedouin man said, ' Allah's Messenger! What isthe Sur' He said, 



« 



» 



(A Trumpet which will be blown. 



(74. And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: "Do you take idols as gods Verily, I 
see you and your people in manifest error.") (75. Thus did we show Ibrahim the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth that he be one of those who have faith with certainty. ) (76. When the 
night overcame him he saw a Kawkab. He said: "This is my lord." But when it Afala, he said: "I 
like not those that set.") (77. When he saw the moon rising up, he said: "This is my lord." But 
when it set, he said: "Unless my Lord guides me, I shall surely be among the misguided 
people.") (78. When he saw the sun rising up, he said: "This is my lord. This is greater." But 
when it Afalat, he said: "O my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners in 
worship with Allah.) (79. Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has created the 
heavens and the earth, Hanifan, and I am not of the idolators.") 



Ibrahim Advises his Father 

Ibrahim advised, discouraged and forbade his father from worshipping idols, just as Allah 
stated, 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: "Do you take idols as gods") meaning, do 
you worship an idol instead of Allah 



(Verily, I see you and your people...) who follow your path, 



(in manifest error) wandering in confusion unaware of where to go. Therefore, you are in 
disarray and ignorance, and this fact is clear to all those who have sound reason. Allah also 
said, 



(And mention in the Book (the Qur'an, the story of) Ibrahim. Verily! He was a man of truth, a 
Prophet. When he said to his father: "0 my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, 
sees not and cannot avail you in anything my father! Verily! There has come to me of 
knowledge that which came not unto you. So follow me. I will guide you to a straight path. 
my father! Worship not Shaytan. Verily! Shaytan has been a rebel against the Most Beneficent 
(Allah). my father! Verily! I fear lest a torment from the Most Beneficent (Allah) overtakes 
you, so that you become a companion of Shaytan (in the Hell-fire)." He (the father) said: "Do 
you reject my gods, Ibrahim If you stop not (this), I will indeed stone you. So get away from 
me safely before I punish you." Ibrahim said: "Peace be on you! I will ask forgiveness of my Lord 
for you. Verily! He is unto me, Ever Most Gracious. And I shall turn away from you and from 



those whom you invoke besides Allah. And I shall call on my Lord; and I hope that I shall not be 
unanswered in my invocation to my Lord.") 19:41-48 Ibrahim continued asking for forgiveness 
for his father for the rest of his father's life. When his father died an idolator and Ibrahim 
realized this fact, he stopped asking Allah for forgiveness for him and disassociated himself 
from him. Allah said, 



(And invoking for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he had made to him. 
But when it became clear to him that he was an enemy to Allah, he dissociated himself from 
him. Verily Ibrahim was patient in supplication and forbearing.) 9:114 . It was recorded in the 
Sahih that Ibrahim will meet his father Azar on the Day of Resurrection and Azar will say to 
him, "My son! This Day, I will not disobey you." Ibrahim will say, "0 Lord! You promised me not 
to disgrace me on the Day they are resurrected; and what will be more disgraceful to me than 
cursing and dishonoring my father" Then Allah will say, "0 Ibrahim! Look behind you!" He will 
look and there he will see (that his father was changed into) a male hyena covered in dung, 
which will be caught by the legs and thrown in the (Hell) Fire." 

Tawhid Becomes Apparent to Ibrahim 

Allah's statement, 



(Thus did We show Ibrahim the kingdom of the heavens and the earth...) 6:75 , means, when 
he contemplated about the creation of the heaven and earth, We showed Ibrahim the proofs of 
Allah's Oneness over His dominion and His creation, which indicate that there is no god or Lord 
except Allah. Allah said in other Ayat; 



(Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and the earth.") 10:101 , and, 



(See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of the heaven and the earth If We 
will, We sink the earth with them, or cause a piece of the sky to fall upon them. Verily, in this 
is a sign for every servant who turns to Allah.) 34:9 Allah said next, 



(When the night overcame him) covered him with darkness, 



(He saw a Kawkab) a star. 



(He said: "This is my lord." But when it Afala,) meaning, set, he said, 



(I like not those that set.) Qatadah commented, "Ibrahim knew that his Lord is Eternal and 
never ceases." 



(When he saw the moon rising up, he said: "This is my lord." But when it set, he said: "Unless 
my Lord guides me, I shall surely be among the misguided people." When he saw the sun rising 
up, he said: "This is my lord.") this radiating, rising star is my lord, 



(This is greater) bigger than the star and the moon, and more radiant. 



(But when it Afalat) set, 



(he said: "0 my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners in worship with 
Allah. Verily, I have turned my face..."), meaning, I have purified my religion and made my 
worship sincere, 



("towards Him Who has created the heavens and the earth,") Who originated them and shaped 
them without precedence, 



(Hanifan) avoiding Shirk and embracing Tawhid. This is why he said next, 



("and I am not of the idolators.") 



Prophet Ibrahim Debates with his People 

We should note here that, in these Ayat, Ibrahim, peace be upon him, was debating with his 
people, explaining to them the error of their way in worshipping idols and images. In the first 
case with his father, Ibrahim explained to his people their error in worshipping the idols of 
earth, which they made in the shape of heavenly angels, so that they intercede on their behalf 
with the Glorious Creator. His people thought that they are too insignificant to worship Allah 
directly, and this is why they turned to the worship of angels as intercessors with Allah for 
their provisions, gaining victory and attaining their various needs. He then explained to them 
the error and deviation of worshipping the seven planets, which they said were the Moon, 
Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. The brightest of these objects and the most 
honored to them was the Sun, the Moon then Venus. Ibrahim, may Allah's peace and blessings 
be on him, first proved that Venus is not worthy of being worshipped, for it is subservient to a 
term and course appointed that it does not defy, nor swerving right or left. Venus does not 
have any say in its affairs, for it is only a heavenly object that Allah created and made bright 
out of His wisdom. Venus rises from the east and sets in the west where it disappears from 
sight. This rotation is repeated the next night, and so forth. Such an object is not worthy of 
being a god. Ibrahim then went on to mention the Moon in the same manner in which he 
mentioned Venus, and then the Sun. When he proved that these three objects were not gods, 
although they are the brightest objects the eyes can see, 



(he said: "0 my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners in worship with 
Allah.") meaning, I am free from worshipping these objects and from taking them as protectors. 
Therefore, if they are indeed gods as you claim, then all of you bring your plot against me and 
do not give me respite. 



(Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has created the heavens and the earth, 
Hanifan, and I am not one of the idolators.) meaning, I worship the Creator of these things, 
Who originated and decreed them, and Who governs their affairs and made them subservient. 
It is He in Whose Hand is the dominion of all things, and He is the Creator, Lord, King and God 
of all things in existence. In another Ayah, Allah said 



(Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, and then He 
Istawa (rose over) the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, 
and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars, subjecting them to His command. Surely, His is 
the creation and commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) 7:54 . Allah 
described Prophet Ibrahim, 



(And indeed We bestowed aforetime on Ibrahim his (portion of) guidance, and We were well- 
acquainted with him. When he said to his father and his people: "What are these images, to 
which you are devoted") 21:51-52 . These Ayat indicate that Ibrahim was debating with his 
people about the Shirk they practiced. 



(80. His people disputed with him. He said: "Do you dispute with me about Allah while He has 
guided me, and I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in worship. (Nothing can happen 
to me) except when my Lord wills something. My Lord comprehends in His knowledge all things. 
Will you not then remember) (81. And how should I fear those whom you associate in worship 
with Allah, while you fear not that you have joined in worship with Allah things for which He 
has not sent down to you any Sultan. (So) which of the two parties has more right to be in 
security If you but know.") (82. It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm 
(wrong), for them (only) there is security and they are the guided.) (83. And that was Our proof 
which We gave Ibrahim against his people. We in degrees raise whom We will. Certainly your 
Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing.) Allah states that His Khali I , Prophet Ibrahim, said when his 
people mentioned various doubts and disputed with him about the Tawhid that he called to: 



(Do you dispute with me about Allah while He has guided me). The Ayah means, do you argue 
with me about Allah, other than Whom there is no god worthy of worship, while He has guided 
me to the Truth and made me aware of it Therefore, how can I ever consider your misguided 
statements and false doubts Ibrahim said next, 



(and I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in worship. (Nothing can happen to me) 
except when my Lord wills something.) Ibrahim said, among the proofs to the falsehood of your 
creed, is that these false gods that you worship do not bring about any effect, and I do not fear 
them or care about them. Therefore, if these gods are able to cause harm, then use them 
against me and do not give me respite. Ibrahim's statement, 



(except when my Lord wills something.) means, only Allah causes benefit or harm. 



(My Lord comprehends in His knowledge all things. ) meaning, Allah's knowledge encompasses 
all things and nothing escapes His complete observation, 



(Will you not then remember) what I explained to you, considering your idols as false gods and 
refraining from worshipping them This reasoning from Prophet Ibrahim is similar to the 
argument that Prophet Hud used against his people, 'Ad. Allah mentioned this incident in His 
Book, when He said, 



(They said: "0 Hud! No evidence have you brought us, and we shall not leave our gods for your 
(mere) saying! And we are not believers in you. All that we say is that some of our gods have 
seized you with evil." He said: "I call Allah to witness - and bear you witness - that I am free 
from that which you ascribe as partners in worship with Him (Allah). 3d plot against me, all of 
you, and give me no respite. I put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a 
moving creature but He has grasp of its forelock. Verily, my Lord is on the straight path (the 
truth).") 11:53-56 Ibrahim's statement, 



(And how should I fear those whom you associate. ..) means, how should I fear the idols that 
you worship instead of Allah, 



(while you fear not that you have joined in worship with Allah things for which He has not sent 
down to you any Sultan.) meaning, proof, according to Ibn " Abbas and others among the Salaf. 
Allah said in similar Ayat; 



(Or have they partners who have instituted for them a religion which Allah has not allowed) 
42:21 , and, 



(They are but names which you have named, you and your fathers, for which Allah has sent 
down no authority.) 53:21 Misstatement, 



((So) which of the two parties has more right to be in security If you but know.) means, which 
of the two parties is on the truth, those who worship Him in Whose Hand is harm and benefit, 
or those who worship what cannot bring harm or benefit, without authority to justify 
worshipping them Who among these two parties has more right to be saved from Allah's 
torment on the Day of Resurrection Allah said, 



(It isthose who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong), for them (only) there is 
security and they are the guided.) Therefore, those who worship Allah alone without partners, 
will acquire safety on the Day of Resurrection, and they are the guided ones in this life and the 
Hereafter. 

Shirk is the Greatest Zulm (Wrong) 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Abdullah said, "When the Ayah, 



(and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong).) was revealed, the Companions of the Prophet 
said, ' And who among us did not commit Zulm against himself The Ayah, 



(Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.) 31:13 , was later 
revealed." Imam Ahmad recorded that " Abdullah said, "When this Ayah was revealed, 



(It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong),) it was hard on the 
people. They said, ' Allah's Messenger! Who among us did not commit Zulm against himself 
He said, 



» 



(It is not what you understood from it. Did you not hear what the righteous servant (Luqman) 
said, 



(0 my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily! Shirk is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.)) 
31:13 . Therefore, it isabout Shirk. Allah's statement, 



(And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his people.) means, We directed him to 
proclaim Our proof against them. Mujahid and others said that ' Our proof refers to, 



(And how should I fear those whom you associate in worship with Allah (though they can 
neither benefit nor harm), while you fear not that you have joined in worship with Allah things 
for which He has not sent down to you any Sultan. (So) which of the two parties has more right 
to be in security) Allah has testified Ibrahim's statement and affirmed security and guidance, 
saying; 



(It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm, for them there is security and 
they are the guided.) Allah said, 



(And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his people. We raise in degrees whom 
We will.) And; 



(Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing.) He is All-Wise in His statements and actions, All- 
Knower of those whom He guides or misguides, and whether the proof was established against 
them or not. Allah also said, 



(Truly! Those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them - until they see the painful torment.) 10:96-97 This 
is why Allah said here, 



(Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. 



(84. And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Ya' qub, each of them We guided, and before him, 
We guided Nuh and among his progeny Dawud, Sulayman, Ayyub, Yusuf, Musa, and Harun. Thus 
do We reward the good-doers.) (85. And Zakariyya, and Yahya and ' Isa and lliyas, each one of 
them was of the righteous.) (86. And Isma' il and Al-Yasa' , and Yunus and Lut, and each one of 
them We preferred above the ' Alamin (mankind and Jinns, of their times).) (87. And also some 
of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren, We chose them, and We guided them to 
a straight path.) (88. This is the guidance of Allah with which He guides whomsoever He wills of 
His servants. But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would 
have been of no benefit to them.) (89. They are those whom We gave the Book, Al-Hukm, and 
prophet hood. But if they disbelieve therein, then, indeed We have entrusted it to a people who 
are not disbelievers therein.) (90. They are those whom Allah had guided. 3d follow their 
guidance. Say: "No reward I ask of you for this (the Qur'an). It is only a reminder for the 
" Alamin (mankind and Jinns)." 



Ibrahim Receives the News of Ishaq and Ya' qub During His Old Age 

Allah states that after Ibrahim became old and he, and his wife, Sarah, lost hope of having 
children, He gave them Ishaq. The angels came to Ibrahim on their way to the people of 
Prophet Lut (to destroy them) and they delivered the good news of a child to Ibrahim and his 
wife. Ibrahim's wife was amazed at the news, 



(She said (in astonishment): "Woe unto me! Shall I bear a child while I am an old woman, and 
here is my husband, an old man Verily! This is a strange thing!" They said: "Do you wonder at 
the decree of Allah The mercy of Allah and His blessings be on you, the family of Ibrahim . 
Surely, He (Allah) is All -Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.") 11:72-73 The angels also gave them the 
good news that Ishaq will be a Prophet and that he will have offspring of his own. In another 
Ayah, Allah said; 



(And We gave him the good news of Ishaq a Prophet from the righteous.) 37:112 , which 
perfects this good news and completesthe favor. Allah said, 



(of Ishaq, and after him, of Ya* qub...) 11:71 , meaning, this child will have another child in 
your lifetime, so that your eyes are comforted by him, just as your eyes will be comforted by 
his father. Certainly, one becomes jubilant and joyous when he becomes a grandfather, 
because this means that his offspring will continue to exist. It was also expected that if an 
elderly couple had children, due to the child's weakness, he would have no offspring. This is 
why Allah delivered the good news of Ishaq and of his son Ya' qub, whose name literally means 
'multiplying and having offspring'. This was a reward for Ibrahim who left his people and 
migrated from their land so that he could worship Allah alone. Allah compensated Ibrahim with 
better than his people and tribe when He gave him righteous children of his own, who would 
follow his religion, so that his eyes would be comforted by them. In another Ayah, Allah said; a 



(So when he turned away from them and from those whom they worshipped besides Allah, We 
gave him Ishaq and Ya' qub, and each one of them We made a Prophet.) 19:49 Allah said 
here, 



(And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Ya'qub, each of them We guided,) Allah said; 



(and before him, We guided Nuh...) meaning, We guided Nuh before and gave him righteous 
offspring, just as We guided Ibrahim and gave him righteous children. 

Qualities of Nuh and Ibrahim 

Each of these two Prophets had special qualities. When Allah caused the people of the earth to 
drown, except those who believed in Nuh and accompanied him in the ark, Allah made the 
offspring of Nuh the dwellers of the earth thereafter. Ever since that occurred, the people of 
the earth were and still are the descendants of Nuh. As for Ibrahim, Allah did not send a 
Prophet after him but from his descendants. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And We ordained among his (Ibrahim's) offspring prophet hood and the Book.) 29:27 



(And indeed, We sent Nuh and Ibrahim, and placed in their offspring Prophethood and the 
Book.) 57:26 , and, 



(Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace from among the Prophets, of the 
offspring of Adam, and of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nuh, and of the offspring of 
Ibrahim and Isra'il and from among those whom We guided and chose. When the verses of the 
Most Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down prostrating and weeping.) 
19:58 Allah said in this honorable Ayah here, 



(and among his progeny...) meaning, We guided from among his offspring, 



(Dawud, Sulayman...) from the offspring of Nuh, according to Ibn Jarir. It is also possible that 
the Ayah refers to Ibrahim since it is about him that the blessings were originally mentioned 
here, although Lut is not from his offspring, for he was Ibrahim's nephew, the son of his brother 
Maran, the son of Azar. It is possible to say that Lut was mentioned in Ibrahim's offspring as a 
generalization. As All ah said, 



(Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya' qub When he said unto his sons, "What will 
you worship after me" They said, "We shall worship your God, and the God of your fathers, 
Ibrahim, Isma' il, Ishaq, One God, and to Him we submit.") 2:133 . Here, Isma" il was 
mentioned among the ascendants of Ya' qub, although he was Ya' qub's uncle. Similarly Allah 
said, 



(So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them together. Except Iblis -- he refused to be 
among those to prostrate.) 15:30-31 . Allah included Iblis in His order to the angels to 
prostrate, and chastised him for his opposition, all because he was similar to them in that 
(order), so he was considered among them in general, although he was a Jinn. Iblis was created 
from fire while the angels were created from light. Mentioning * Isa in the offspring of Ibrahim, 
or Nuh as we stated above, is proof that the grandchildren from a man's daughter's side are 
included among his offspring. 'Isa is included among Ibrahim's progeny through his mother, 
although ' Isa did not have a father. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Harb bin Abi Al-Aswad 
said, "Al-Hajjaj sent to Yahya bin Ya' mar, saying, ' I was told that you claim that Al-Hasan and 
Al-Husayn are from the offspring of the Prophet , did you find it in the Book of Allah I read the 
Qur'an from beginning to end and did not find it.' Yahya said, 'Do you not read in Surat Al- 
An' am, 



(and among his progeny Dawud, Sulayman...) until, 



(and Yahya and 'Isa...) Al-Hajjaj said, 'Yes.' Yahya said, 'Is not 'Isa from the offspring of 
Ibrahim, although he did not have a father' Al-Hajjaj said, 'You have said the truth."' For 
example, when a man leaves behind a legacy, a trust, or gift to his "offspring" then the children 
of his daughters are included. But if a man gives something to his "sons", or he leaves a trust 
behind for them, then that would be particular to his male children and their male children. 
Allah's statement, 



(And also some of their fathers and their progeny and their brethren,) 6:87 , mentions that 
some of these Prophets' ascendants and descendants were also guided and chosen. So Allah 
said, 



(We chose them, and We guided them to a straight path.) 

Shirk Eradicates the Deeds, Even the Deeds of the Messengers 



Allah said next, 



(This is the guidance of Allah with which He guides whomsoever He wills of His servants.) 
meaning, this occurred to them by Allah's leave and because He directed them to guidance. 
Allah said; 



(But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have been 
of no benefit to them.) This magnifies the serious danger of Shirk and the gravity of committing 
it. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those (Allah's Messengers) before you: "If 
you join others in worship with Allah, surely your deeds will be in vain.") 39:65 ' If here does 
not mean that this would ever occur, as is similar in Allah's statement; 



(Say: "If the Most Beneficent had a son, then I am the first of Allah's worshippers.") 43:81 
and 



(If We intended to take a pastime (a wife or a son, etc.) We could surely have taken it from Us, 
if We were going to do (that)) 21:17 , and, 



(If Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He pleased out of those whom He 
created. But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Compelling.) 39:4 Allah said, 



(They are those whom We gave the Book, Al-Hukm, and prophethood.) We bestowed these 
bounties on them, as a mercy for the servants, and out of our kindness for creation. 



(But if they disbelieve therein...) in the prophethood, or the three things; the Book, the Hukm 
and the prophethood, 



(They...) refers to the people of Makkah, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Ad- 
Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi, and others. 



(then, indeed We have entrusted it to a people who are not disbelievers therein.) This Ayah 
means, if the Quraysh and the rest of the people of the earth - Arabs and non-Arabs, illiterate 
and the People of the Scripture - disbelieve in these bounties, then We have entrusted them to 
another people, the Muhajirun and Ansar, and those who follow their lead until the Day of 
Resurrection, 



(who are not disbelievers therein.) They will not deny any of these favors, not even one letter. 
Rather, they will believe in them totally, even the parts that are not so clear to some of them. 
We ask Allah to make us among them by His favor, generosity and kindness. Addressing His 
servant and Messenger, Muhammad , Allah said; 



(They are...) the Prophets mentioned here, along with their righteous fathers, offspring and 
bretheren, 



(those whom Allah had guided.) meaning, they alone are the people of guidance, 



(So follow their guidance.) Imitate them. This command to the Messenger certainly applies to 
his Ummah, according to what he legislates and commands them. While mentioning this Ayah, 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Mujahid asked Ibn 'Abbas, "Is there an instance where prostration is 
warranted in Surah Sad" Ibn ' Abbas said, "Yes." He then recited, 



(...And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Ya' qub...) until, 



(...So follow their guidance.) He commented, "He (our Prophet, Muhammad ) was among 
them." In another narration, Mujahid added that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Your Prophet was among 
those whose guidance we were commanded to follow." Allah's statement, 



(Say: "No reward I ask of you for this.") means, I do not ask you for any reward for delivering 
the Qur'an to you, nor anything else, 



("It is only a reminder for the ' Alarmin (mankind and Jinns).") so they are reminded by it and 
guided from blindnessto clarity, from misguidance to guidance, and from disbelief to faith. 



(91. They did not estimate Allah with an estimation due to Him when they said: "Nothing did 
Allah send down to any human being (by inspiration)." Say : "Who then sent down the Book 
which Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind which you (the Jews) have made into 
(separate) papersheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing much. And you were taught that 
which neither you nor your fathers knew." Say: "Allah (sent it down)." Then leave them to play 
in their vain discussions.) (92. And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, confirming 
what came before it, so that you may warn the Mother of Towns and all those around it. Those 
who believe in the Hereafter believe in it, and they are constant in guarding their Salah.) 



The Messenger is but a Human to Whom the Book was Revealed by 

Inspiration 

Allah says that those who rejected His Messengers did not give Allah due consideration. Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid and 'Abdullah bin Kathir said that this Ayah was revealed about the Quraysh. 
It was also said that it was revealed about some Jews. 



(They said: "Nothing did Allah send down to any human being (by inspiration).") Allah also, said, 



(Is it a wonder for mankind that We have inspired to a man from among themselves (saying): 
"Warn mankind.") 10:2 , and, 



(And nothing prevented men from believing when the guidance came to them, except that they 
said: "Has Allah sent a man as Messenger" Say: "If there were on the earth, angels walking about 
in peace and security, We should certainly have sent down for them from the heaven an angel 
as a Messenger.") 17:94-95 . Allah said here, 



(They did not estimate Allah with an estimation due to Him when they said: "Nothing did Allah 
send down to any human being (by inspiration).") Allah answered them, 



(Say : "Who then sent down the Book which Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind") 
meaning, say, Muhammad , to those who deny the concept that Allah sent down Books by 
revelation, answering them specifically, 



(Who then sent down the Book which Musa brought) in reference to the Tawrah that you and all 
others know that Allah sent down to Musa, son of " Imran. Allah sent the Tawrah as a light and a 
guidance for people, so that it could shed light on the answers to various disputes, and to guide 
away from the darkness of doubts. Allah's statement, . 



(which you have made into (separate) papersheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing 
(much).) means, you made the Tawrah into separate sheets which you copied from the original 



and altered, changed and distorted as you wished. You then said, "this is from Allah," meaning 
it is in the revealed Book of Allah, when in fact, it is not from Allah. This is why Allah said 
here, 



(which you have made into (separate) papersheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing 
(much).) Allah said; 



(And you were taught that which neither you nor your fathers knew.) meaning, Who sent down 
the Qur'an in which Allah taught you the news of those who were before you and the news of 
what will come after, that neither you nor your fathers had knowledge of. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Allah.") ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Meaning, " Say, Allah sent it 
down."' Allah said, 



(Then leave them to play in their vain discussions.) leave them to play in ignorance and 
misguidance until the true news comes to them from Allah. Then, they will know whether the 
good end istheirsor for the fearful servantsof Allah. Allah said, 



(And this is a Book,) the Qur'an, 



(Blessed, which We have sent down, confirming which came before it, so that you may warn 
the Mother of Towns) that is, Makkah, 



(and all those around it...) refering to the Arabs and the rest of the children of Adam, Arabs 
and non-Arabs alike. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.") 7:158 , and 



("that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.") 6:19 , and 



(but those of the sects who reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) 11:17 
and, 



(Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion to His servant that he may be a warner to the 
x Alamin (mankind and Jinn).) 25:1 , and, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those who are illiterates: "Do you submit 
yourselves" If they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your duty is only to 
convey the Message; and Allah is All-Seer of (His) servants.) 3:20 . It is recorded in the Two 
Sahihs, that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I have been given five things which were not given to any one else before me.) The Prophet 
mentioned among these five things, 



» 



« 



(Every Prophet was sent only to his nation, but I have been sent to all people.) This is why 
Allah said, 



(Those who believe in the Hereafter believe in it,) meaning, those who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day, believe in this blessed Book, the Qur'an, which We revealed to you, Muhammad , 



(and they are constant in guarding their Salah.) for they perform what Allah ordered them, 
offering the prayers perfectly and on time. 



(93. And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie against Allah, or says: "I have 
received inspiration," whereas he is not inspired in anything; and who says, "I will reveal the 
like of what Allah has revealed." And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the 
agonies of death, while the angels are stretching forth their hands (saying): "Deliver your souls! 
This day you shall be recompensed with the torment of degradation because of what you used 
to utter against Allah other than the truth. And you used to reject His Ayat with disrespect!") 
(94. And truly you have come unto Us alone, as We created you the first time. You have left 
behind you all that which We had bestowed on you. We see not with you your intercessors 
whom you claimed to be your partners. Now you and they have been cut off, and all that you 
used to claim has vanished from you.) 



None is Worse Than One who Invents a Lie Against Allah and Claims 

Allah said, 



(And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie against Allah,) Therefore, none is more 
unjust than one who lies about Allah claiming that He has partners or a son, or falsely claiming 
that Allah sent him as a Prophet; 



(or says: "I have received inspiration," whereas he is not inspired with anything;) ' Ikrimah and 
Qatadah said that this Ayah was revealed about Musaylimah Al-Kadhdhab. 



(and who says, "I will reveal the like of what Allah has revealed.") This refers to he, who claims 
that the lies he invents rival the revelation that came from Allah. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And when Our verses (of the Qur'an) are recited to them, they say: "We have heard this (the 
Qur'an); if we wish we can say the like of this.") 



None is Worse Than One who Invents a Lie Against Allah and Claims 

that Revelation Came to Him 

Allah said, 



(And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie against Allah,) Therefore, none is more 
unjust than one who lies about Allah claiming that He has partners or a son, or falsely claiming 
that Allah sent him as a Prophet; 



(or says: "I have received inspiration," whereas he is not inspired with anything;) ' Ikrimah and 
Qatadah said that this Ayah was revealed about Musaylimah Al-Kadhdhab. 



(and who says, "I will reveal the like of what Allah has revealed.") This refers to he, who claims 
that the lies he invents rival the revelation that came from Allah. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And when Our verses (of the Qur'an) are recited to them, they say: "We have heard this (the 
Qur'an); if we wish we can say the like of this.") 

The Condition of These Unjust People Upon Death and on the Day 

of Resurrection 

Allah, the Most Honored, said, 



(And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of death...) suffering from 
the hardhips, agonies and afflictions of death, 



(while the angels are stretching forth their hands...) beating them. Allah said in other Ayat: 



(If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me..) 5:28 and, 



(And stretch forth their hands and their tongues against you with evil.) 60:2 Ad-Dahhak and 
Abu Salih said that, 'stretch forth their hands,' means, 'with torment'. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 



(And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of those who disbelieve they smite 
their faces and their backs. ) 8:50 Allah said, 



(while the angels are stretching forth their hands) beating them, until their souls leave their 
bodies, saying, 



("Deliver your souls!") When the disbeliever is near death, the angels will convey the 'good 
news' to him of torment, vengeance, chains, restraints, Hell, boiling water and the anger of the 
Most Beneficent, Most Merciful. The soul will then scatter in the body of the disbeliever and 
refuse to get out of it. The angels will keep beating the disbeliever until his soul exits from his 
body, 



((Saying): "Deliver your souls! This day you shall be recompensed with the torment of 
degradation because of what you used to say about Allah other than the truth.") This Ayah 
means, today, you will be utterly humiliated because you used to invent lies against Allah and 
arrogantly refused to follow His Ayat and obey His Mesengers. There are many Hadiths, of 
Mutawatir grade, that explain what occurs when the believers and disbelievers die, and we will 
mention these Hadiths when explaining Allah's statement, 



(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that standsfirm in thisworld, and in the 
Hereafter.) 14:27 Allah said next, 



(And truly you have come unto Us alone as We created you the first time.) 6:94 , and this 
statement will be said on the Day of Return. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And they will be set before your Lord in rows, (and Allah will say): "Now indeed, you have 
come to Us as We created you the first time.') 18:48 , meaning, just as We started your 
creation, We brought you back, although you used to deny Resurrection and reject its 
possibility. Therefore, thisisthe Day of Resurrection! Allah said, 



(You have left behind you all that which We had bestowed on you.) 6:94 , The wealth and the 
money that you collected in the life of the world, you left all this behind you. It is recorded in 
the Sahih that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(The Son of Adam says, 'My money, my money!' But, what part of your money do you have, 
other than what you eat of it and is thus spent, what you wear and tear and what you gave in 
chairty and thus remains (in the record of good deeds) Other than that, you will depart and 
leave it to the people.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "On the Day of Resurrection, the Son of Adam 
will be brought, as if he were a golden chariot and Allah, the Most Honored, will ask, " Where is 
what you collected' He will reply, ' O Lord! I collected it and left it as intact as ever.' Allah will 
say to him, '0 Son of Adam! Where is what you sent forth for yourself (of righteous, good 
deeds),' and he will realize that he did not send forth anything for himself." Al-Hasan then 
recited the Ayah, 



(And truly you have come unto Us alone as We created you the first time. You have left behind 
you all that which We had bestowed on you.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. Allah said; 



(We see not with you your intercessors whom you claimed to be your partners.) This chastises 
and criticizes the disbelievers for the rivals, idols and images that they worshipped in this life, 
thinking they will avail them in this life and upon Resurrection, if there is Resurrection, asthey 
thought. On the Day of Resurrection, all relationships will be cut off, misguidance will be 
exposed, and those whom they used to call upon as gods will disappear from them. Allah will 
then call them, while the rest of creation is listening, 



(Where are My (so-called) partners whom you used to assert) 28:62 And, 



(And it will be said to them: "Where are those that you used to worship. Instead of Allah Can 
they help you or help themselves") 26:92-93 Allah said here, 



(We see not with you your intercessors whom you claimed were partners.) meaning partners in 
worship. That is, partners in a share of your worship. 



(Now you and they have been cut off) or, the Ayah is recited with the meaning: all 
connections, means, and ties between you and them have been severed. 



(and vanished from you) you have lost, 



(all that you used to claim) of hope in the benefit of the idols and rivals (you worshipped with 
Allah). Allah said in other Ayat, 



(When those who were followed, declare themselves innocent of those who followed (them), 
and they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them. And those who 
followed will say: "If only we had one more chance to return, we would disown them as they 
have disowned us." Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regret for them. And they will 
never get out of the Fire.) 2:166-167 , and 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another.) 23:101 , and 



a(You have taken (for worship) idols instead of Allah, and the love between you is only in the 
life of this world, but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each 
other, and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no helper.) 29:25 , and 



(And it will be said (to them): "Call upon your partners", and they will call upon them, but they 
will give no answer to them.) 28:64 , and 



(And the Day whereon We shall gather them all together, then We shall say to those who 
committed Shirk...) 10:28 until, 



(And their invented false deities will vanish from them.) 10:30 



(95. Verily! It is Allah Who causes the seed grain and the fruit stone to split and sprout. He 
brings forth the living from the dead, and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the living. 
Such is Allah, then how are you deluded away from the truth) (96. (He is the) Cleaver of the 
daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) (97. It is He Who has set the stars for 
you, so that you may guide your course with their help through the darkness of the land and 
the sea. We have (indeed) explained in detail Our Ayat for people who know.) 

Recognizing Allah Through Some of His Ayat 

Allah states that He causes the seed grain and the fruit stone to split and sprout in the ground, 
producing various types, colors, shapes, and tastes of grains and produce. The Ayah, 



(Who causes the seed grain and the fruit stone to split and sprout.) is explained by the next 
statement, 



(He brings forth the living from the dead, and it is He Who brings forth the deed from the 
living.) meaning, He brings the living plant from the seed grain and the fruit stone, which is a 
I if less and inanimate object. Allah said, 



(And a sign for them is the dead land. We gave it life, and We brought forth from it grains, so 
that they eat thereof.) 36:33 until, 



(as well as of their own (human) kind (male and female), and of that which they know not.) 
36:36 Allah's statement, 



(and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the living. ) There are similar expressions in 
meaning such as, He brings the egg from the chicken, and the opposite. Qhers said that it 
means, He brings the wicked offspring from the righteous parent and the opposite, and there 
are other possible meanings for the Ayah. Allah said, 



(Such is Allah,) meaning, He Who does all this, is Allah, the One and Only without partners, 



(then how are you deluded away from the truth) meaning, look how you are deluded from 
Truth to the falsehood of worshipping others besides Allah. Allah's statement, 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting,) means, He is the 
Creator of light and darkness. Allah said in the beginning of the Surah, 



(And originated the darkness and the light.) Indeed, Allah causes the darkness of the night to 
disappear and brings forth the day, thus bringing brighteness to the world and light to the 
horizon, while dissipating darkness and ending the night with its depth of darkness and starting 
the day with its brightness and light. Allah said, 



(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly.) 7:54 In this Ayah, Allah 
reminds of His ability to create diversified things in opposites, testifying to His perfect 
greatness and supreme power. Allah states that He is the Cleaver of the daybreak and 
mentioned its opposite, when He said, 



(He has appointed the night for resting,) meaning, created darkness, in order for the creation 
to become halt and rest during it. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(By the forenoon. And by the night when it is still.) 93:1-2 



(By the night as it envelops. And by the day as it appears in brightness.) 92:1,2 and, 



(And by the day as it shows up (the sun's) brightness. And by the night as it conceals it.) 91 : 
4 Allah's statement, 



(...And the sun and the moon for reckoning.) means, the sun and the moon have specific orbits, 
according to a term appointed with magnificent precision that never changes or alters. Both 



the sun and the moon have distinct positionsthat they assume in summer and winter, effecting 
changes in the length of night and day. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the Moon as a light and measured out stages for 
it.) 10:5 , 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float, 
each in an orbit.) 36:40 , And, 



(The sun and the moon; and the stars are subjected by His command.) 16:12 Allah's 
statement, 



(Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) means, all of this occurs according to 
the decree and due measurement of the Almighty Who is never resisted or contradicted. He is 
the Knower of all things and nothing ever escapes His knowledge, not even the weight of an 
atom on earth or in heavens. Allah often mentions the creation of the night, the day, the sun 
and the moon and then ends His Speech by mentioning His attributes of power and knowledge, 
as in this Ayah above 6:96 , and in His statement, 



(And a sign for them is the night, We withdraw therefrom the day, and behold, they are in 
darkness. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term. That is the decree of the Almighty, 



the All-Knowing.) 36:37-38 In the beginning of Surat Ha-Mim As-Sajdah, after mentioning the 
creation of the heavens and earth and all that is in them, Allah said: 



(And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) to be an adornment as well as 
to guard. Such isthe decree of Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower.) 41:12 Allah said next, 



(It is He Who has set the stars for you, so that you may guide your course with their help 
through the darkness of the land and the sea.) Some of the Salaf said; Whoever believes in 
other than three things about these stars, then he has made a mistake, and lied against Allah. 
Indeed Allah made them as decorations for the heavens, and to shoot at the Shayatin, and for 
directions in the dark recesses of the land and sea. Then, Allah said, 



(We have explained in detail Our Ayat.) meaning, We made them clear and plain, 



(for people who know. ) who have sound minds and are able to recognize the truth and avoid 
falsehood. 



(98. It is He Who has created you from a single person, and has given you a place of residing 
and a place of storage. Indeed, We have explained in detail Our revelations for people who 
understand.) (99. It is He Who sends down water from the sky, and with it We bring forth 
vegetation of all kinds, and out of it We bring forth green stalks, from which We bring forth 
thick clustered grain. And out of the date-palm and its sprouts come forth clusters of dates 
hanging low and near, and gardens of grapes, olives and pomegranates, each similar, yet 
different. Look at their fruitswhen they begin to bear, and Yan' ih. Verily! In these thingsthere 
are signs for people who believe.) Allah said, 



(It is He Who has created you from a single person,) 6:98 in reference to Adam, peace be 
upon him. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him He 
created his mate, and from them both He created many men and women.) 4:1 Allah said, 



(Mustaqar and Mustawda' ) Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Abu ' Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Qays bin 
Abu Hazim, Mujahid, 'Ata', Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani and ot hers said t hat , 



(Mustaqar), ' in the wombs'. They, or most of them, also said that, 



(And Mustawda' ,) means, 'in your father's loins'. Ibn Mas' ud and several others said that, 
Mustaqar, means residence in this life, while, Mustawda', means the place of storage after 
death (the grave). Allah's statement, 



(Indeed, We have explained in detail Our revelations for people who understand.) refers to 
those who comprehend and understand Allah's Words and its meanings. Allah said next, 



(It is He Who sends down water (rain) from the sky) in due measure, as a blessing and provision 
for the servants, relief and means of survival for the creatures and mercy from Allah for His 
creation. Allah's statement, 



(And with it We bring forth vegetation of all kinds,) is similar to, 



(And We have made from water every living thing.) 21:30 



(and out of it We bring forth green stalks,) green produce and trees, on which We grow seeds 
and fruits. 



(from which We bring forth thick clustered grain.) lined on top of each other in clusters, like an 
ear or spike of grain. 



(And out of the date-palm and its sprouts come forth clusters) of dates 



(hanging low) Within reach and easy to pick. Al i bin Abi Talhah Al-Walibi said that Ibn 'Abbas 
said that, 



(clusters hanging low) refers to short date trees whose branches hang low, close to the ground. 
This was recorded by Ibn Jarir. Allah's statement 



(and gardens of grapes,) means, We bring forth gardens of grapes. Grapes and dates are the 
most precious fruits to the people of Al-Hijaz (Western Arabia), and perhaps both are the best 
fruits in this world. Allah has reminded His servants of His favor in making these two fruits for 
them, when He said, 



(And from the fruits of date-palms and grapes, you derive strong drink and a goodly provision.) 
16:67 before intoxicating drinks were prohibited, and; 



(And We have made therein gardens of date-palms and grapes.) 36:34 . Allah said, 



(olives and pomegranates, each similar yet different.) The leaves are similar in shape and 
appearence, yet different in the shape, and taste. And the kind of fruit each plant produces is 
different, according to the explanation of Qatadah and several others. Allah's statement, 



(Look at their fruits when they begin to bear, and Yan'ih.) means, when the fruits become 
ripe, according to Al-Bara' bin ' Azib, Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and others. This Ayah means, contemplate the ability of the Creator of these fruits, 
Who brought them into existence after they were dry wood, and they later became grapes and 
dates; and similar is the case with the various colors, shapes, tastes and fragrance of whatever 
Allah created. Allah said, 



(And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of vines, and green crops, and date- 
palms, growing out, two or three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the same 
water, yet some of them We make better than others to eat.) 13:4 This is why Allah said 
here, 



(In these thingsthere are...) people, 



(signs...) and proofs that testify to the perfect ability, wisdom and mercy of He Who created 
these things, 



(for people who believe. ) in Allah and obey His Messengers. 



(100. Yet, they join the Jinns as partners in worship with Allah, though He has created them, 
and they attribute, falsely without knowledge - sons and daughters to Him. Be He Glorified and 
Exalted above what that they attribute to Him.) 

Rebuking the Idolators 

This Ayah refutes the idolators who worshipped others besides Allah and associated the Jinns 
with Him in worship. Glory be to Allah above this Shirk and Kufr. If someone asks, how did the 
idolators worship the Jinns, although they only were idol worshippers The answer is that in 
fact, they worshipped the idols by obeying the Jinns who commanded them to do so. Allah said 
in other Ayat, 



(They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him, and they invoke nothing but Shaytan, a 
persistent rebel! Allah cursed him. And he Shaytan said: "I will take an appointed portion of 
your servants. Verily, I will mislead them, and surely, I will arouse in them false desires; and 
certainly, I will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and indeed I will order them to change the 
nature created by Allah." And whoever takes Shaytan as a protector instead of Allah, has surely 
suffered a manifest loss. He Shaytan makes promises to them, and arouses in them false 
desires; and Shaytan's promises are nothing but deceptions. ) 4:117-120 and, 



(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me) 
18:50 Ibrahim said to his father, 



("0 my father! Worship not Shaytan. Verily! Shaytan has been a rebel against the Most 
Beneficent (Allah).") 19:44 Allah said, 



(Did I not ordain for you, Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is 
a plain enemy to you. And that you should worship Me. That is a straight path.) 36:60-61 On 
the Day of Resurrection, the angels will proclaim, 



(Glorified be You! You are our Protector instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the 
Jinn; most of them were believers in them.) 34:41 This is why Allah said here, 



(Yet, they join the Jinns as partners in worship with Allah, though He has created them.) 
6:100 , Alone without partners. Consequently, how is it that another deity is being 
worshipped along with Him As Ibrahim said, 



("Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve While Allah has created you and what you 
make!") 37:95-96 Allah alone is the Creator without partners. Therefore, He Alone deserves 
to be worshipped without partners. Allah said next, 



(And they Kharaqu (attribute falsely) without knowledge, sons and daughters to Him.) Allah 
mentions the misguidance of those who were led astray and claimed a son or offspring for Him, 
as the Jews did with x Uzayr, the Christians with ' Isa and the Arab pagans with the angels 
whom they claimed were Allah's daughters. Allah is far holier than what the unjust, polyt heist 
people associate with Him. The word, Kharaqu, means 'falsely attributed, invented, claimed 
and lied', according to the scholars of the Sal af. Allah's statement next, 



(Be He Glorified and Exalted above (all) that they attribute to Him.) means, He is holier than, 
hallowed, and Exalted above the sons, rivals, equals and partners that these ignorant, misled 
people attribute to Him. 



(101. He is the BadT (Originator) of the heavens and the earth. How can He have children 
when He has no wife He created all things and He isthe All-Knower of everything.) 

Meaning of BaaT 

(He isthe BadT of the heavens and the earth) Meaning He originated, created, invented and 
brought them into existence without precedence, asMujahid and As-Suddi said. This is why the 
word for innovation - Bid' ah - comes from it, because it is something that did not have a 
precedence. 



(How can He have children when He has no wife) for the child is the offspring of two 
compatible spouses. Allah does not have an equal, none of His creatures are similar to Him, for 
He alone created the entire creation. Allah said; 



(And they say: "The Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a son." Indeed you have brought forth 
(said) aterrible evil thing.) 19:88-89 , until, 



(And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) 19:95 



(He created all things and He is the All-Knower of everything.) He has created everything and 
He is All-Knower of all things. How can He have a wife from His creation who is suitable for His 
majesty, when there is none like Him How can He have a child then Verily, Allah is Glorified 
above having a son. 



(102. Such is Allah, your Lord! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Creator of all 
things. So worship Him (alone), and He is the Guardian over all things.) (103. No vision can 
grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision. He is the Most Subtle, Wei I -Acquainted (with all 
things).) 

Allah is Your Lord 

Allah said, 



(Such is Allah, your Lord!) Who created everything and has neither a son nor a wife, 



(None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Creator of all things. So worship Him,) Alone 
without partners, and attest to His Oneness, affirming that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Him. Allah has neither descendants, nor acsendants, wife, equal or rival, 



(And He is the Guardian over all things.) meaning, Trustee, Watcher and Disposer of affairs for 
all things in existence, giving them provisions and protection by day and night. Seeing Allah in 
the Hereafter Allah said, 



(No vision can grasp Him) in this life. The vision will be able to look at Allah in the Hereafter, 
as affirmed and attested to by the numerous Hadiths from the Prophet through authentic 
chains of narration in the collections of the Sahihs, Musnad and Sunan collections. As for this 
life, Masruq narrated that ' Aishah said, "Whoever claims that Muhammad has seen his Lord, 
will have uttered a lie against Allah, for Allah the Most Honored, says, 



(No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision.)" In the Sahih (Muslim) it is recorded 
that Abu Musa Al-Asrf ari narrated from the Prophet , 



» 



« 

(Verily, Allah does not sleep and it does not befit His majesty that He should sleep. He lowers 
the scale (of everything) and raises it. The deeds of the day are ascended to Him before the 
night, and the deeds of the night before the day. His Veil is the Light -- or Fire -- and if He 
removes it (the veil), the Light of His Face will burn every created thing that His sight reaches.) 
In the previous revealed Books there is this statement, "When Musa requested to see Him, 



Allah said to Musa: x Musa! Verily, no living thing sees Me, but it dies and no dried things sees 
me, but it rolls up.' " Allah said, 



(So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it collapse to dust, and Musa fell down 
unconscious. Then when he recovered his senses he said: "Glory be to You, I turn to You in 
repentance and I am the first of the believers.") 7:143 . These Ayat, Hadiths and statements 
do not negate the fact that Allah will be seen on the Day of Resurrection by His believing 
servants, in the manner that He decides, all the while preserving His might and grace as they 
are. The Mother of the Faithful, ' Aishah, used to affirm that Allah will be seen in the 
Hereafter, but denied that it could occur in this life, mentioning this Ayah as evidence, 



(No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision.) Her denial was a denial of the ability 
to encompass Him, meaning to perfectly see His grace and magnificance as He is, for that is 
not possible for any human, angel or anything created. Allah's statement, 



(but His grasp is over all vision.) means, He encompasses all vision and He has full knowledge of 
them, for He created them all. In another Ayah, Allah said; 



(Should not He Who has created know And He is the Most Subtle, Well Acquainted (with all 
things).) 67:14 It is also possible that x all vision' refers to those who have the vision. As- Suddi 
said that Allah's statement, 



(No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision.) means, "Nothing sees Him (in this 
life), but He sees all creation." Abu Al-' Aliyah said that Allah's statement, 



(He is the Most Subtle, Wei I -Acquainted (with all things).) means, "He is the Most Subtle, 
bringing forth all things, Well-Acquainted with their position and place." Allah knows best. In 
another Ayah, Allah mentions Luqman's advice to his son, 



(0 my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of grain of mustard seed, and though it be in 
a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Most Subtle, 
Well Acquainted) 31:16 



(104. Verily, Basa'ir (proofs) have come to you from your Lord, so whosoever sees, will do so for 
(the good of) himself, and whosoever blinds himself, will do so against himself, and I am not a 
Hafiz over you.) (105. Thus We explain variously the verses so that they (the disbelievers) may 
say: "You have Darasta (studied)" and that We may make the matter clear for the people who 
have knowledge.) 

The Meaning of Basa'ir 

Basa'ir are the proofs and evidences in the Qur'an and the Message of Allah's Messenger . The 
Ayah, 



(so whosoever sees, will do so for (the good of) himself.) is similar to, 



(So whosoever receives guidance, he does so for the good of himself, and whosoever goes 
astray, he does so at his own loss.) 10:108 After Allah mentioned the Basa'ir, He said, 



(And whosoever blinds himself, will do so against himself,) meaning, he will only harm himself. 
Allah said, 



(Verily, it is not the eyesthat grow blind, but it isthe hearts which are in the breaststhat grow 
blind.) 22:46 



(And I (Muhammad) am not a Hafiz over you. ) neither responsible, nor a watcher over you. 
Rather, I only convey, Allah guides whom He wills and misguides whom He wills. Allah said, 



(Thus We explain variously the verses...) 6:105 , meaning, just as We explained the Ayat in 
this Surah, such as explaining Tawhid and that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. 
This is how We explain the Ayat and make them plain and clear in all circumstances, to suffice 
the ignorance of the ignorant; and so that the idolators and disbelievers who deny you say, ' 
Muhammad! You have Darasta with those who were before you from among the People of the 
Book and learned with them'. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said 
similarly. At-Tabarani narrated that 'Amr bin Kaysan said that he heard Ibn 'Abbas saying, 
"Darasta, means, ' recited, argued and debated."' This is similar to Allah's statement about the 
denial and rebellion of the disbelievers, e 



(Those who disbelieve say, "This (the Qur'an) is nothing but a lie that he has invented, and 
others have helped him at it, so that they have produced an unjust wrong (thing) and a lie." 
And they say, "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") 25:4-5 Allah described the chief liar of the disbelievers Al-Walid 
bin Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi , 



(Verily, he thought and plotted. So let him be cursed! How he plotted! And once more let him 
be cursed, how he plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad 
tempered way. Then he turned back and was proud. Then he said, "This is nothing but magic 
from that of old. This is nothing but the word of a human being!") 74:18-25 Allah said next, 



(And that We may make the matter clear for the people who have knowledge.) The Ayah 
means, so that We explain the matter to a people who know truth, and thus follow it, and 
know falsehood, and thus avoid it. Allah's wisdom is perfect, He allows the disbelievers to 
stray, and He guides the people who have knowledge. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(By it He misleads many, and many He guidesthereby.) 2:26 , and; 



(That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan a trial for those in whose hearts is a 
disease and whose hearts are hardened. ) 22:53 and, 



(And verily, Allah isthe Guide of those who believe, to the straight path.) 22:54 



(And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire, and We have fixed their number 
only as a trial for the disbelievers, in order that the People of the Scripture may arrive at a 
certainty and the believers may increase in faith, and that no doubts may be left for the 
People of the Scripture and the believers, and that those in whose hearts is a disease (of 
hypocrisy) and the disbelievers may say, "What does Allah intend by this example" Thus Allah 
leads astray whom He wills and guides whom He wills. And none can know the hosts of your 
Lord but He.) 74:31 , and; 



(And We send down in the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to the believers, and it 
increases the wrongdoers in nothing but loss.) 17:82 , and, 



(Say, "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness in their ears, and it is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a 
place far away.") 41:44 There are similar Ayat that testify that Allah sent down the Qur'an as 
guidance to those who fear Him and that He guides or misguides whom He wills by the Qur'an. 



(106. Follow what has been inspired (revealed) to you from your Lord, none has the right to be 
worshipped but He, and turn aside from the idolators.) (107. Had Allah willed, they would not 
have taken others besides Him in worship. And We have not made you Hafiz over them nor are 
you set over them to dispose of their affairs.) 



The Command to Follow the Revelation 

Allah commands His Messenger and those who followed his path, 



(Follow what has been inspired to you from your Lord,) meaning, follow it, obey it and act 
according to it. What has been revealed to you from your Lord is the Truth, no doubt, and 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, 



(and turn aside from the idolators) meaning, forgive them, be forbearing and endure their 
harm until Allah brings relief to you, supports you and makes you triumphant over them. Know 



-- Muhammad -- that there is a wisdom behind misleading the idolators, and that had Allah 
willed, He would have directed all people to guidance, 



(Had Allah willed, they would not have taken others besides Him in worship.) Allah's is the 
perfect will and wisdom in all decrees and decisions, and He is never questioned about what He 
does, while they all will be questioned. Allah's statement, 



(And We have not made you Hafiz over them.) means, a watcher who observes their statements 
and deeds, 



(Nor are you set over them to dispose of their affairs. ) or to control their provision. Rather, 
your only job is to convey, just as Allah said, 



(So remind them, you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them.) 88:21-22 
and, 



(Your duty isonly to convey and on Us isthe reckoning.) 13:40 



(108. And insult not those whom they worship besides Allah, lest they insult Allah wrongfully 
without knowledge. Thus We have made fair seeming to each people its own doings; then to 
their Lord istheir return and He shall inform them of all that they used to do.) 

The Prohibition of Insulting the False gods of the Disbelievers, So 

that they Do not Insult Allah 

Allah prohibits His Messenger and the believers from insulting the false deities of the idolators, 
although there is a clear benefit in doing so. Insulting their deities will lead to a bigger evil 
than its benefit, for the idolators might retaliate by insulting the God of the believers, Allah, 
none has the right to be worshipped but He. 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas 
commented on this Ayah 6:108 ; "They (disbelievers) said, '0 Muhammad! You will stop 
insulting our gods, or we will insult your Lord.' Thereafter, Allah prohibited the believers from 
insulting the disbelievers' idols, 



(lest they insult Allah wrongfully without knowledge.)" ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar 
said that Qatadah said, "Muslims used to insult the idols of the disbelievers and the disbelievers 
would retaliate by insulting Allah wrongfully without knowledge. Allah revealed, 



(And insult not those whom they worship besides Allah.)" On this same subject -- abandoning 
what carries benefit to avert a greater evil - it is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 



(Cursed is he who insults his own parents!) They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! And how would a 
man insult his own parents" He said, 



» 

« 

(He insults a man's father, and that man insults his father, and insults his mother and that man 
insults his mother.) Allah's statement, 



(Thus We have made fair seeming to each people its own doings;) means, as We made fair 
seeming to the idolators loving their idols and defending them, likewise We made fair seeming 
to every previous nation the misguidance they indulged in. Allah's is the most perfect proof, 
and the most complete wisdom in all that He wills and chooses. 



(then to their Lord istheir return,) gathering and final destination, 



(and He shall then inform them of all that they used to do.) He will compensate them for their 
deeds, good for good and evil for evil. 



(109. And they swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that if there came to them a sign, they 
would surely believe therein. Say: "Sgns are but with Allah and what will make you perceive 
that (even) if it came, they will not believe") (110. And We shall turn their hearts and their 
eyes away, as they refused to believe therein for the first time, and We shall leave them in 
their trespassto wander blindly.) 

Asking for Miracles and Swearing to Believe if They Come 

Allah statesthat the idolators swore their strongest oaths by Allah, 



(that if there came to them a sign...) a miracle or phenomenon, 



(they would surely believe therein.) affirming itstruth, 



(Say: "Signs are but with Allah.") 6:109 meaning: Say, Muhammad - to those who ask you 
for signs out of defiance, disbelief and rebellion, not out of the desire for guidance and 
knowledge - "The matter of sending signs is for Allah. If He wills, He sends them to you, and if 
He wills, He ignores your request." Allah said next, 



(And what will make you perceive that (even) if it came, they will not believe) It was said that 
'you' in 'make you preceive' refers to the idolators, according to Mujahid. In this case, the 
Ayah would mean, what makes you -- you idolators-- preceive that you are truthful in the vows 
that you swore Therefore, in this recitation, the Ayah means, the idolators will still not believe 
if the sign that they asked for came. It was also said that 'you' in, 'what will make you 
preceive', refers to the believers, meaning, what will make you preceive, O believers, that the 
idolators will still not believe if the signs come. Allah also said, 



("What prevented you (0 Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I commanded you") 7:12 and, 



(And a ban is laid on every town (population) which We have destroyed that they shall not 
return (to this world again).) 21:95 These Ayat mean: 'What made you, Iblis, refrain from 
prostrating, although I commanded you to do so, and, in the second Ayah, that village shall not 
return to this world again. In the Ayah above 6:109 , the meaning thus becomes: What makes 
you perceive, believers, who wish eagerly for the disbelievers to believe, that if the Ayat 
came to them they would believe Allah said next, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as they refused to believe therein for the 
first time,) AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said about this Ayah, "When the idolators rejected 
what Allah sent down, their hearts did not settle on any one thing and they turned away from 
every matter (of benefit)." Mujahid said that Allah's statement, 



(and We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, ) means, We prevent them from the faith, 
and even if every sign came to them, they will not believe, just as We prevented them from 
faith the first time. Similar was said by " Ikrimah and x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. Al i 
bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah mentions what the servants will say before they 
say it and what they will do before they do it. Allah said; 



(And none can inform you like Him Who isthe All-Knower.) 35:14 and, 



(Lest a person should say, "Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allah.") 39:56 until, 



("If only I had another chance, then I should indeed be among the doers of good.") 39:58 . So 
Allah, glory be to Him, states that if they were sent back to life, they would not accept the 
guidance, 



(But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars.) 6:28 Allah said, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
therein for the first time,) meaning: "If they were sent back to this life, they would be 
prevented from embracing the guidance, just as We prevented them from it the first time, 
when they were in the life of this world." Allah said, 



(and We shall leave them...) and abandon them, 



(in their trespass...) meaning, disbelief, according to Ibn 'Abbas and As- Suddi. Abu AI-' Aliyah, 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Qatadah said that 'their trespass' means, 'their misguidance', m 



(to wander blindly) or playfully, according to Al-A' mash. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Abu AI-' Aliyah, 
Ar-Rabi' , Abu Malik and others commented, "to wander in their disbelief." 



(111. And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, 
and We had gathered together all things before them, they would not have believed, unless 
Allah willed, but most of them behave ignorantly.) Allah says: 'Had We accepted what the 
disbelievers asked for,' that is -- those who swore their strongest oaths by Allah that if a 
miracle came to them they would believe in it -- ' had We sent down angels, ' to convey to 
them Allah's Message, in order to support the truth of the Messengers, as they asked, when 
they said, 



(or you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face.) 17:92 



(They said: "We shall not believe until we receive the like of that which the Messengers of Allah 
had received.") 6:124 and, 



(And those who expect not a meeting with Us said: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or 
why do we not see our Lord" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful with 
great pride.) 25:21 Allah said, 



(and the dead had spoken unto them,) This is, to inform them of the truth of what the 
Messengers brought them; 



(and We had gathered together all things before them,) before their eyes, as Al i bin Abi 
Talhah and AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas. This is the view of Qatadah and ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam. This Ayah means, if all nations were gathered before them, one after the 
other, and each one testifies to the truth of what the Messengers came with, 



(they would not have believed, unless Allah willed,) for guidance is with Allah not with them. 
Certainly, Allah guides whom He wills and misguides whom He wills, and He does what He wills, 



(He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will be questioned.) 21:23 , This is 
due to His knowledge, wisdom, power, supreme authority and irresistibility. Smilarly, Allah 
said, 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) 10:96-97 



(112. And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies -- Shayatin among mankind and 
Jinn, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion. If your Lord had so willed, they 
would not have done it; so leave them alone with their fabrications.) (113. And Tasgha to it 
that the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter may incline to such (deceit), and 
that they may remain pleased with it, and that they may commit what they are committing.) 



Every Prophet Has Enemies 

Allah says, just as We made enemies for you, Muhammad, who will oppose and rebel against 
you and become your adversaries, We also made enemies for every Prophet who came before 
you. Therefore, do not be saddened by this fact. Allah said in other Ayat: 



(Verily, Messengers were denied before you, but with patience they bore the denial, and they 
were hurt...) 6:34 , and, 



(Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers before you. Verily, your Lord is 
the Possessor of forgiveness, and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.) 41:43 and, 



(Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals.) 25:31 . Waraqah bin 
Nawfal said to Allah's Messenger , "None came with what you came with but he was the subject 
of enmity." Allah's statement, 



(Shayatin among mankind...) refersto, 



(enemies. ..) meaning, the Prophets have enemies among the devils of mankind and the devils 
of the Jinns. The word, Shaytan, describes one who is dissimilar to his kind due to his or her 
wickedness. Indeed, only the Shayatin, may Allah humiliate and curse them, from among 
mankind and the Jinns oppose the Messengers. ' Abdur-Razzaq said that Ma' mar narrated that 
Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(Shayatin (devils) among mankind and Jinn...) "There are devils among the Jinns and devils 
among mankind who inspire each other." Allah's statement, 



(inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion.) means, they inspire each other with 
beautified, adorned speech that deceives the ignorant who hear it, 



(If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it;) for all this occurs by Allah's decree, 
will and decision, that every Prophet had enemies from these devils, 



(so leave them alone with their fabrications.) and lies. This Ayah orders patience in the face of 
the harm of the wicked and to trust in Allah against their enmity, for, "Allah shall suffice for 
you (O Muhammad) and aid you against them." Allah's statement, 



(And Tasghato it.) means, according to Ibn 'Abbas, "incline to it. 



(the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter...) their hearts, mind and hearing. As- 
Suddi said that this Ayah refersto the heartsof the disbelievers. 



(And that they may remain pleased with it.) they like and adore it. Only those who disbelieve 
in the Hereafter accept this evil speech, being enemies of the Prophets, etc., just as Allah said 
in other Ayat, 



(So, verily, you (pagans) and those whom you worship (idols). Cannot lead astray. Except those 
who are predestined to burn in Hell!) 37:161-163 and, 



(Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) 51:8- 
9 Allah said; 



(And that they may commit what they are committing. ) meaning, "let them earn whatever 
they will earn", according to 'AM bin Abi Talhah who reported this from Ibn 'Abbas. As-Suddi 
and Ibn Zayd also commented, "Let them do whatever they will do." 



(114. Say: "Shall I seek a judge other than Allah while it is He Who has sent down unto you 
the Book, explained in detail." Those unto whom We gave the Scripture know that it is revealed 
from your Lord in truth. So be not you of those who doubt.) (115. And the Word of your Lord 
has been fulfilled in truth and in justice. None can change His Words. And He isthe All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower.) Allah tells His Prophet to say to these polyt heists who worship others besides 
Allah, 



(Shall I seek a judge other than Allah...) between you and I, 



(while it is He Who has sent down unto you the Book, explained...) in detail, 



(and those unto whom We gave the Scripture) the Jews and the Christians, 



(know that it is revealed from your Lord in truth.) because the previous Prophets have 
conveyed the good news of you coming to them. Allah's statement, 



(So be not you of those who doubt.) is similar to His other statement, 



(So if you are in doubt concerning that which We have revealed unto you, then ask those who 
are reading the Book before you. Verily, the truth has come to you from your Lord. So be not of 
those who doubt (it).) 10:94 The conditional ' if in this Ayah does not mean that 'doubt' will 
ever occur to the Prophet . Allah said, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice.) Qatadah commented, "In 
truth concerning what He stated and in justice concerning what He decided." Surely, whatever 
Allah says is the truth and He is Most Just in what He commands. All of Allah's statements are 
true, there is no doubt or cause for speculation about this fact, and all His commandments are 
pure justice, besides which there is no justice. All that He forbade is evil, for He only forbids 
what brings about evil consequences. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(He commands them with good; and forbids them from evil...) 7:157 until the end of the 
Ayah. 



(None can change His Words.) meaning, none can avert Allah's judgment whether in this life or 
the Hereafter, 



(And He isthe All-Hearer,) Hearing, His servants' statements, 



(The All-Knower.) of their activities and lack of activity, Who awards each according to their 
deeds. 



(116. And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's 
path. They follow nothing but conjecture, and they do nothing but lie.) (117. Verily, your Lord! 
It is He Who knows best who strays from His way, and He knows best the rightly guided.) 

Most People are Misguided 

Allah statesthat most of the people of the earth, are misguided. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And indeed most of the men of old went astray before them.) 37:71 and, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you eagerly desire it.) 12:103 They are 
misguided, yet they have doubts about their way, and they rely on wishful thinking and 
delusions. 



(They follow nothing but conjecture, and they do nothing but lie.) Thus, they fulfill Allah's 
decree and decision concerning them, 



(It is He Who knows best who strays from His way.) and facilitatesthat for him, 



(And He knows best the rightly guided.) He facilitatesthat for them, all of them are facilitated 
for what He created them. 



(118. So eat of that on which Allah's Name has been mentioned, if you are believers in His 
Ayat.) (119. And why should you not eat of that on which Allah's Name has been mentioned, 
while He has explained to you in detail what is forbidden to you, except under compulsion of 
necessity And surely, many do lead astray by their own desires through lack of knowledge. 
Certainly your Lord knows best the transgressors.) 

Allowing What was Slaughtered in the Name of Allah 

This is a statement of permission from Allah, for His servants, allowing them to eat the 
slaughtered animals werein His Name was mentioned when slaughtering them. It is understood 
from it that He has not allowed that over which Allah's Name was not mentioned when 
slaughtering. This was the practice of the pagans of Quraysh who used to eat dead animals and 
eat what was slaughtered for the idols. Allah next encourages eating from the meat of 
sacrificed animals on which His Name was mentioned upon slaughtering, 



(And why should you not eat of that on which Allah's Name has been mentioned, while He has 
explained to you what is forbidden to you...) meaning, He has explained and made clear to you 
what He has prohibited for you in detail, 



(except under compulsion of necessity.) In which case, you are allowed to eat whatever you 
can find. Allah next mentions the ignorance of the idolators in their misguided ideas, such as 
eating dead animals and what was sacrificed while other than Allah's Name was mentioned 
when slaughtering them. Allah said, 



(And surely, many do lead astray by their own desires through lack of knowledge. Certainly 
your Lord knows best the transgressors.) He has complete knowledge of their transgression, lies 
and inventions. 



(120. Leave sin, open and secret. Verily, those who commit sin will get due recompense for 
that which they used to commit.) Mujahid said that, 



(Leave evil, open and secret...) refers to all kinds of sins committed in public and secret. 
Qatadah said that, 



(Leave sin, open and secret...) encompasses sins committed in public and secret, whether few 
or many. In another statement, Allah said, 



(Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-Fawahish (evil sins) whether 
committed openly or secretly.) 7:33 This is why Allah said, 



(Verily, those who commit sin will get due recompense for that which they used to commit.) 
Whether the sins they committed were public or secret, Allah will compensate them for these 
sins. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that An-Nawwas bin Sarrf an said, "I asked Allah's Messenger about 
Al-lthm. He said, 



» 

« 

(The sin isthat which you find in your heart and you dislike that people become aware of it.) 



(121. Eat not of that on which Allah's Name has not been pronounced, for surely it is 
disobedience. And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends to dispute with you, and if 
you obey them, then you would indeed be polyt heists.) 

The Prohibition of what was Slaughtered in other than Allah's Name 

This Ayah is used to prove that slaughtered animals are not lawful when Allah's Name is not 
mentioned over them -- even if slaughtered by a Muslim. The Ayah about hunting game, 



(So eat of what they (trained hunting dogs or birds of prey) catch for you, but pronounce the 
Name of Allah over it.) 5:4 supports this. The Ayah here emphasized this ruling, when Allah 
said, 



(for surely it is disobedience.) They say that "it" refers to eating it, and others say that it refers 
to the sacrifice for other than Allah. There are various Hadithsthat order mentioning Allah's 
Name when slaughtering and hunting. The Hadith narrated by " Adi bin Hatim and Abu 
Tha' labah (that the Prophet said); 



» 



« 



(When you send your trained hunting dog and mention Allah's Name on releasing it, then eat 
from whatever it catches for you.) This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs. The RafT bin 
Khadij narrated that the Prophet said; 



« » 

(You can use what would make blood flow (i. e., slaughter) and you can eat what is slaughtered 
and the Name of Allah is mentioned at the time of slaughtering.) This Hadith was also collected 
in the Two Sahihs. Ibn Mas' ud narrated that Allah's Messenger said to the Jinns. 



« » 

((For food) you have every bone on which Allah's Name was mentioned on slaughtering.) Muslim 
collected this Hadith. Jundub bin Sufyan Al-Bajali said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever slaughtered before he prayed (the ' Id prayer), let him slaughter another sacrifice in 
its place. Whoever did not offer the sacrifice before we finished the prayer, let him slaughter 
and mention Allah's Name.) The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. 



The Devil's Inspiration 

Allah said, 



(And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends to dispute with you,) Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Abu Ishaq said that a man said to Ibn ' Umar that Al-Mukhtar claimed that he 
received revelation. So ibn ' Umar said, "He has said the truth," and recited this Ayah, 



(And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends...) Abu Zamil said, "I was sitting next to Ibn 
x Abbas at a time when Al-Mukhtar bin Abi ' Ubayd was performing Hajj. So a man came to Ibn 
'Abbas and said, '0 Ibn 'Abbas! Abu Ishaq (Al-Mukhtar) claimed that he received revelation 
this night.' Ibn ' Abbas said, He has said the truth.' I was upset and said, ' Ibn ' Abbas says that 
Al-Mukhtar has said the truth' Ibn ' Abbas replied, ' There are two types of revelation, one from 
Allah and one from the devil. Allah's revelation came to Muhammad , while the Shaytan's 
revelation comesto his friends.' He then recited, 



(And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends...) We also mentioned " Ikrimah's 
commentary on the Ayah, 



(Inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion.) Allah said next, 



(to dispute with you,) Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ' Abbas commented; 



(Eat not of that on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned...) until, 



(...to dispute with you,) "The devils inspire their loyal supporters, ' Do you eat from what you 
kill but not from what Allah causes to die"' As-Suddi said; "Some idolators said to the Muslims, 
x You claim that you seek Allah's pleasure. Yet, you do not eat what Allah causes to die, but you 
eat what you slaughter' Allah said, 



(and if you obey them...), and eat dead animals, 



(then you would indeed be polytheists. ) Similar was said by Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and several 
others among scholars of the Salaf. 



Giving Preference to Anyone's Saying Over the Legislation of Allah 

is Shirk 

Allah's statement, 



(and if you obey them, then you would indeed be polytheists.) means, when you turn away 
from Allah's command and Legislation to the saying of anyone else, preferring other than what 
Allah has said, then this constitutes Shirk. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides 
Allah.) 9:31 In explanation of this Ayah, At-Tirmidhi recorded that ' Adi bin Hatim said, "0 
Allah's Messenger! They did not worship them." The Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(Yes they did. They (monks and rabbis) allowed the impermissible for them and they prohibited 
the lawful for them, and they followed them in that. That wastheir worship of them.) 



(122. Is he who was dead, and We gave him life, and set for him a light, whereby he can walk 
among men -- like him who is in the darkness from which he can never come out Thus it is 
made fair seeming to the disbelievers that which they used to do.) 

The Parable of the Disbeliever and the Believer 

This is an example that Allah has given of the believer who was dead, meaning, wandering in 
confusion and misguidance. Then, Allah brought life to him, by bringing life to his heart with 
faith, guiding him to it and guiding him to obeying His Messengers, 



(And set for him a light whereby he can walk amongst men.) for he became guided to where he 
should go and how to remain on the correct path. The light mentioned here is the Qur'an, 
according to Ibn 'Abbas, as AI-* Awfi and Ibn Abi Talhah reported from him. As-Suddi said that 
the light mentioned here is Islam. Both meanings are correct. 



(Like him who is in the darkness) of ignorance, desires and various types of deviation, 



(From which he can never come out) for he is unable to find a way out from what he is in. In 
Musnad Ahmad, it is recorded that the Prophet said; 



» 



« 

(Allah created creation in darkness, then He showered His Light upon them. Whoever was 
struck by that light is guided, whoever it missed is astray.) Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Allah isthe Guardian of those who believe. He bringsthem out from darkness into light. But as 
for those who disbelieve, their friends are Taghut, they bring them out from light into 
darkness. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.) 2:257 , and 



(Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he who walks upright on the straight 
way) 67:22 , and 



(The parable of the two parties is as the blind and the deaf and the seer and the hearer. Are 
they equal when compared Will you not then take heed) 11:24 , and, 



(Not alike are the blind and the seeing. Nor are darkness and light. Nor are the shade and the 
sun's heat. Nor are the living and the dead. Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear, but you 
cannot make hear those who are in the graves. You are only a warner.) 35:19-23 There are 
many other Ayat on this subject. We explained before why Allah mentioned the light in the 
singular sense and the darkness in the plural sense when we explained the Ayah at the 
beginning of the Surah, 



(And originated the darknesses and the light.) 6:1 Allah's statement, 



(Thus it is made fair seeming to the disbelievers that which they used to do.) means, We made 
their ignorance and misguidance appear fair to them, as Allah decreed out of Hiswisdom, there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Him alone without partners. 



(123. And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its wicked people to plot therein. 
But they plot not except against themselves, and they perceive (it) not.) (124. And when there 
comes to them a sign they say: "We shall not believe until we receive the like of that which the 
Messengers of Allah received." Allah knows best with whom to entrust His Message. Humiliation 
and disgrace from Allah and a severe torment will overtake the criminals for that which they 
used to plot.) 



Evil Plots of the Leaders of the Criminals and their Subsequent 

Demise 

Allah says: Just as We appointed chiefs and leaders for the criminals who call to disbelief, 
hinder from the path of Allah, and oppose and defy you in your town, Muhammad. Such was 
also the case with the Messengers before you, who were tested with the same. But the good 
end was always theirs.' Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals.) 25:31 Allah said, 



(And when We decide to destroy a town, We send a definite order to those among them who 
lead a life of luxury, and they transgress therein.) 17:16 meaning, We command them to 
obey Us, but they defy the command and as a consequence, We destroy them. It was also said 
that, "We send a definite order", in the last Ayah means, "We decree for them," as Allah stated 
here 



(to plot therein.) Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas explained the Ayah 



(. ..great ones of its wicked people to plot therein.) "We give the leadership to these wicked 
ones and they commit evil in it. When they do this, We destroy them with Our torment." 
Mujahid and Qatadah said that in the Ayah, 



(great ones) refersto leaders. I say that this is also the meaning of Allah's statements, 



(And We did not send a warner to a township, but those who were given the worldly wealth and 
luxuries among them, said: "We believe not in what you have been sent with." And they say: 
"We have too much wealth and too many children and we are not going to suffer punishment.") 
34:34-35 And, 



(And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any town but the luxurious ones among 
them said: "We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will indeed 
follow their footsteps.") 43:23 'Plot' in the Ayah 6:123 refersto beautified speech and 
various actions with which the evil ones call to misguidance. Allah said about the people of 
Prophet Nuh, peace be upon him, 



(And they have plotted a mighty plot. ) 71:22 Allah said, 



(But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to stand before their Lord, how they 
will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been believers." And 
those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from 
guidance after it had come to you Nay, but you were criminals." Those who were deemed weak 
will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, when you 
ordered usto disbelieve in Allah and set up rivalsfor Him!") 34:31-33 . Ibn Abi Hatim reported 
that Ibn Abi ' Umar said that Sufyan said, "Every 'plot' mentioned in the Qur'an refers to 
actions." Allah's statement, 



(But they plot not except against themselves, and they perceive (it) not.) means, the harm of 
their wicked plots, as well as misguiding those whom they lead astray, will only strike them. 
Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besidestheir own.) 29:13 and, 



(And also of the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge. Evil indeed is that 
which they shall bear!) 16:25 . Allah said; 



(And when there comes to them a sign they say: "We shall not believe until we receive the like 
of that which the Messengers of Allah received.") When there comes to them a sign they say, 



("We shall not believe until we receive the like of that which the Messengers of Allah 
received.") until the angels bring us the Message from Allah, just as they brought it to the 
Messengers. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And those who expect not a meeting with Us said: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or 
why do we not see our Lord") 25:21 . Allah's statement, 



(Allah knows best with whom to entrust His Message.) means, He knows best with whom His 
Message should be given and which of His creatures are suitable for it. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns" Is it they 
who would portion out the mercy of your Lord) 43:31-32 . They said, why was not this Qur'an 
revealed to a mighty, respectable leader, honored by us, 



(...from one of the two towns) Of Makkah and At-Ta'if. This is because they, may Allah curse 
them, belittled the Messenger out of envy, transgression, rebellion and defiance. Allah 
described them, 



(And when they see you, they only mock: "Is this the one whom Allah has sent as a Messenger") 
25:41 and 



(And when those who disbelieved see you, they only mock at you: "Is this the one who talks 
about your gods" While they disbelieve at the mention of the Most Gracious (Allah).) 21:36 , 
and, 



(Indeed Messengers were mocked before, but the scoffers were surrounded by that, whereat 
they used to mock.) 21:41 



The Disbelievers Admit to the Prophet's Nobility of Lineage 

The disbelievers did all of this although they admitted to the Prophet's virtue, honorable 
lineage, respectable ancestry and purity of household and upbringing, may Allah, His angels, 
and the believers send blessings upon him. The disbelievers used to call the Prophet , before 
he received revelation, " Al-Amin' -- the Truthful. The leader of the Quraysh disbelievers, Abu 
Sufyan, had to admit to this fact when Heraclius, emperor of Rome, asked him, "How honorable 
is his (the Prophet's) ancestral lineage among you" Abu Sufyan answered, "His ancestry is highly 
regarded among us." Heraclius asked, "Do you find that he lied, before he started his mission" 
Abu Sufyan replied, "No." The emperor of Rome relied on the honor and purity of the Prophet 
to recognize the truth of his prophethood and what he came with. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Wathilah bin Al-Asqa' said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, Allah has chosen Isma' il from the offspring of Ibrahim, Bani Kinanah from the offspring 
of Isma' il, Quraysh from Bani Kinanah, Bani Hashim from Quraysh and, He has chosen me from 
Bani Hashim.) Muslim recorded this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I was chosen from a succession of the best generations of the Children of Adam, until the 
generation I was sent in.) Allah's said, 



(Humiliation and disgrace from Allah and a severe torment will overtake the criminals...) This 
is a stern threat and sure promise from Allah for those who arrogantly refrain from obeying His 
Messengers and adhering to what they came with. On the Day of Resurrection, they will suffer 
humiliation and eternal disgrace before Allah, because they were arrogant in the worldly life. 
This is why it is befitting that they earn disgrace on the Day of Resurrection. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) 40:60 
disgrace and dishonor. Allah said next, 



(and a severe torment for that which they used to plot.) Snce plotting usually takes place in 
secret and involves treachery and deceit, the disbelievers were recompensed with severe 
torment from Allah on the Day of Resurrection, as a just reckoning, 



(And your Lord treats no one with injustice) 18:49 Allah said in another Ayah, 



(The Day when all the secrets will be examined. ) 86:9 Meaning, the secrets, hidden thoughts 
and intentions will be exposed. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(A banner will be raised for every deceitful person from his anus on the Day of Resurrection, 
and it will say; ' This is the treacherous plot of so-and-so, son of so-and-so, son of so-and-so.,) 
The wisdom in this is that since a plot occurs in secret, and people are usually unaware of it, 
then on the Day of Resurrection the plot itself will become public news testifying to the actions 
of those who committed it. 



(125. And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to Islam; and whomsoever He 
wills to send astray, He makes his breast closed and constricted, as if he is climbing up to the 
sky. Thus Allah putsthe wrath on those who believe not.) Allah said, 



(And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to Islam;) He makes Islam easy for 
him and strengthens his resolve to embrace it, and these are good signs. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in light from His Lord (as he who is 
anon-Muslim)) 39:22 and, 



(But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has beautified it in your hearts, and has made 
disbelief, wickedness and disobedience hated by you. Such are they who are the rightly 
guided.) 49:7 Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to Islam;), "Allah says that He will 
open his heart to Tawhid and faith in Him." This is the same as was reported from Abu Malik 
and several others, and it is sound. Allah's statement, 



(and whomsoever He wills to send astray, He makes his breast closed and constricted,) refers 
to inability to accept guidance, thus being deprived of beneficial faith. 



(. ..as if he is climbing up to the sky.) because of the heaviness of faith on him. Sa' id bin 
Jubayr commented that in this case, "(Islam) finds every path in his heart impassable." Al- 
Hakam bin Aban said that ' Ikrimah narrated from Ibn * Abbasthat he commented on: 



(...as if he is climbing up to the sky), "Just as the Son of Adam cannot climb up to the sky, 
Tawhid and faith will not be able to enter his heart, until Allah decides to allow it into his 
heart." Imam Abu Ja'far bin Jarir commented: "This is a parable that Allah has given for the 
heart of the disbeliever, which is completely impassable and closed to faith. Allah says, the 
example of the disbeliever's inability to accept faith in his heart and that it is too small to 
accommodate it, is the example of his inability to climb up to the sky, which is beyond his 
capability and power." He also commented on Allah's statement, 



(Thus Allah puts the Rijs (wrath) on those who believe not.) "Allah says that just as He makes 
the heart of whomever He decides to misguide, closed and constricted, He also appoints 
Shaytan for him and for his likes, those who refused to believe in Allah and His Messenger. 
Consequently, Shaytan lures and hinders them from the path of Allah." ' AM bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that, Rijs, refers to Shaytan, while Mujahid said that it refers to 
all that does not contain goodness. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that, Rijs, means, 
'torment'. 



(126. And this is the path of your Lord leading straight. We have detailed Our Ayat for a people 
who take heed.) (127. For them will be the abode of peace with their Lord. And He will be 
their Wali because of what they used to do.) After Allah mentioned the way of those who were 
themselves led to stray from His path and who hindered others from it, He emphasized the 
honor of the guidance and religion of truth that He sent His Messenger with. Allah said next, 



(And this is the path of your Lord leading straight.) that is, Islam, that We have legislated for 
you, Muhammad, by revealing this Qur'an to you, is Allah's straight path. 



(We have detailed Our Ayat...) We have explained the Ayat and made them clear and plain, 



(for a people who take heed) those who have sound comprehension and understand what Allah 
and His Messenger convey to them, 



(For them will be the abode of peace) Paradise, 



(with their Lord.) on the Day of Resurrection. Allah described Paradise as' the abode of peace', 
because its residents are safe due to their access to the straight path, which conforms to the 
way of the Prophets. And just as their way was not wicked, they earned the abode of peace 
which is free from all wickedness . 



(And He will be their Wali) Protector, Supporter and Helper, 



(because of what they used to do,) As reward for their good deeds, Allah has favored them and 
been generous with them, and awarded them Paradise. 



(128. And on the Day when He will gather them together (and say): "0 you assembly of Jinn! 
Many did you mislead of men," and their friends among the people will say: "Our Lord! We 
benefited one from the other, but now we have reached our appointed term which You did 
appoint for us. " He will say: "The Fire be your dwelling place, you will dwell therein forever, 
except as Allah may will. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All -Knowing.") Allah says, 'Mention, 
Muhammad, in what you convey and warn, 1 that, 



(on the Day when He will gather them (all) together.) gather the Jinns and their loyal 
supporters from mankind who used to worship them in this life, seek refuge with them, obey 
them and inspire each other with adorned, deceitful speech. Allah will proclaim then, 



(Oyou assembly of Jinn! Many did you mislead of men,) So the Ayah; 



(Many did you mislead of men) refers to their misguiding and leading them astray. Allah also 
said; 



(Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is 
a plain enemy to you. And that you should worship Me. That is the straight path. And indeed he 
(Shaytan) did lead astray a great multitude of you. Did you not, then, understand) 36:60-62 , 
and 



(and their friends among the people will say: "Our Lord! We benefited one from the other...") 
The friends of the Jinns among humanity will give this answer to Allah, after Allah chastises 
them for being misguided by the Jinns. Al-Hasan commented, "They benefited from each other 
when the Jinns merely commanded and mankind obeyed." Ibn Jurayj said, "During the time of 
Jahiliyyah, a man would reach a land and proclaim, ' I seek refuge with the master (Jinn) of 
this valley,' and this is how they benefited from each other. They used this as an excuse for 
them on the Day of Resurrection." Therefore, the Jinns benefit from humans since humans 
revere the Jinns by invoking them for help. The Jinns would then proclaim, "We became the 
masters of both mankind and the Jinns." 



(but now we have reached our appointed term which You did appoint for us.) meaning, death, 
according to As-Suddi. 



(He (Allah) will say: "The Fire be your dwelling place...") where you will reside and live, you 
and your friends, 



(you will dwell therein forever. ) and will never depart except what Allah may will. 



(129. And thus We do make the wrongdoers supporters of one another, because of that which 
they used to earn.) 

The Wrongdoers Are the Supporters of Each other 

Ma' mar said that Qatadah commented on this Ayah, "Allah makes the wrongdoers supporters 
for each other in the Fire by following one another into it." * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(And thus We do make the wrongdoers supporters of one another.) "It refers to the wrongdoers 
of the Jinns and mankind." He then recited, 



(And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the Most Gracious (Allah), We 
appoint for him Shaytan to be a companion to him.) 43:36 He said next -- concerning the 
meaning of the Ayah; "We appoint the wrongdoer of the Jinns over the wrongdoer of mankind." 
A poet once said, "There is no hand, but Allah's Hand is above it, and no wrongdoer but will be 
tested by another wrongdoer." The meaning of this honorable Ayah thus becomes: ' Just as We 
made this losing group of mankind supporters of the Jinns that misguided them, We also 
appoint the wrongdoers over one another, destroy them by the hands of one another, and take 
revenge from them with one another. This is the just recompense for their injustice and 
transgression.' 



(130. Oyou assembly of Jinn and humans! "Did not there come to you Messengers from amongst 
you, reciting unto you My verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours" They will 
say: "We bear witness against ourselves." It was the life of this world that deceived them. And 
they will bear witness against themselves that they were disbelievers.) 

Chastising the Jinns and Humans after their Admission that Allah 

Sent Messengers to Them 

Allah will chastise the disbelieving Jinns and humans on the Day of Resurrection, when He asks 
them, while having better knowledge, if the Messengers delivered His Messagesto them, 



("0 you assembly of Jinn and humans! Did not there come to you Messengers from among you") 
We should note here that the Messengers are from among mankind only, not vice versa, as 
Mujahid, Ibn Jurayj and others from the Imams of Salaf and later generations have stated. The 
proof for this isthat Allah said, 



(Verily, We have sent the revelation to you as We sent the revelation to Nuh and the Prophets 
after him.) 4:163 , until, 



(Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in order that mankind should have 
no plea against Allah after the (coming of) Messengers.) 4:165 Allah said, concerning the 
Prophet Ibrahim, 



(And We ordained among his offspring prophethood and the Book) 29: 27 , thus sending the 
prophet hood and the Book exclusively through the offspring of the Prophet Ibrahim. No one has 
claimed that there were Prophets from among the Jinns before the time of Ibrahim, but not 
after that. Allah said, 



(And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food and walked in 
the markets.) 25:20 , and, 



(And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We revealed, from among the people of 
townships.) 12:109 Therefore, concerning prophethood, the Jinns follow mankind in this 
regard and this is why Allah said about them, 



(And (remember) when We sent towards you a group of the Jinn, listening to the Qur'an. When 
they stood in the presence thereof, they said: "Listen in silence!" And when it was finished, 
they returned to their people, as warners. They said: "0 our people! Verily, we have heard a 
Book sent down after Musa, confirming what came before it, it guides to the truth and to the 
straight way. Oour people! Respond to Allah's caller, and believe in him. He (Allah) will forgive 
you your sins, and will save you from a painful torment (i.e. Hell-fire). And whosoever does not 
respond to Allah's caller, he cannot escape on earth, and there will be no helpers for him 
besides Allah. Those are in manifest error.) 46:29-32 A Hadith collected by At-Tirmidhi 
stated that the Messenger of Allah recited Surat Ar-Rahman, to these Jinns, in which Allah said, 



(We shall attend to you, you two classes (Jinn and men)! Then which of the blessings of your 
Lord will you both (Jinn and men) deny) 55:31-32 Allah said in this honorable Ayah, 



(0 you assembly of Jinn and humans! "Did not there come to you Messengers from amongst you, 
reciting unto you My verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours" They will say: 
"We bear witness against ourselves.") meaning, we affirm that the Messengers have conveyed 
Your Messages to us and warned us about the meeting with You, and that this Day will certainly 
occur. Allah said next, 



(It was the life of this world that deceived them.) and they wasted their lives and brought 
destruction to themselves by rejecting the Messengers and denying their miracles. This is 
because they were deceived by the beauty, adornment and lusts of this life. 



(And they will bear witness against themselves) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(that they were disbelievers...) in this worldly life, rejecting what the Messengers, may Allah's 
peace and blessings be on them, brought them. 



(131. This is because your Lord would not destroy the (populations of) towns for their 
wrongdoing while their people were unaware.) (132. For all there will be degrees according to 
what they did. And your Lord is not unaware of what they do.) Allah said, 



(This is because your Lord would not destroy the (populations of) towns for their wrongdoing 
while their people were unaware. ) meaning: 'We sent the Messengers and revealed the Books 
to the Jinns and mankind, so that no one has an excuse that he is being punished for his wrongs 
although he did not receive Allah's Message. Therefore, We did not punish any of the nations, 
except after sending Messengers to them, so that they have no excuse.' Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among them.) 35:24 , and 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
stay away from At-Taghut (all false deities).") 16:36 , and 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger.) 17:15 , and, 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you" They will 
say: "Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but we belied him.") 67:8-9 There are many other 
Ayat on this subject. At-Tabari said, "Allah's statement, 



(For all there will be degrees according to what they did.) means, every person who obeys 
Allah or behaves disobediently, has grades and ranks according to their works, which Allah 



gives them as recompense, good for good and evil for evil." I say, it is possible that Allah's 
statement, 



(For all there will be degrees according to what they did.) refers to the disbelievers of the 
Jinnsand mankind who will earn a place in the Fire according to their evil deeds. Allah said, 



(He will say: "For each one there is double (torment).") 7:38 , and, 



(Those who disbelieved and hinder (others) from the path of Allah, for them We will add 
torment to the torment because they used to spread corruption.) 16:88 Allah said next, 



(And your Lord is not unaware of what they do.) Ibn Jarir commented, "All these deeds that 
they did, Muhammad, they did while your Lord is aware of them, and He collects and records 
these deeds with Him, so that He recompenses them when they meet Him and return to Him. 



(133. And your Lord is Al-Ghani, full of mercy; if He wills, He can destroy you; and in your 
place make whom He wills as your successors, as He raised you from the seed of other people.) 
(134. Surely, that which you are promised, will verily come to pass, and you cannot escape.) 
(135. Say: "0 my people! Work according to your way, surely, I too am working, and you will 
come to know for which of us will be the (happy) end in the Hereafter. Certainly the 
wrongdoers will not be successful.") 



If They Disobey, They Will Perish 

Allah said, 



(And your Lord...), O Muhammad, 



(is Al-Ghani) Rich, free from needing His creatures in any way or form, while they stand in need 
of Him in all situations, 



(full of mercy;) towards creation. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful towards mankind.) 2:143 



(if He wills, He can destroy you.) if you defy His commandments, 



(And in your place make whom He wills as your successors,) who behave obediently, 



(As He raised you from the seed of other people.) and surely, He is able to do this, and it is 
easy for Him. And just as Allah has destroyed the earlier nations and brought their successors, 
He is able to do away with these generations and bring other people in their place. Allah has 
also said; 



(If He wills, He can take you away, people, and bring others. And Allah is Ever Capable over 
that.) 4:133 , 



(0 mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah is Rich (free of all needs), Worthy of 
all praise. If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new creation. And that is not 
hard for Allah.) 35:15-17 , and, 



(But Allah is Rich (free of all needs), and you are poor. And if you turn away, He will exchange 
you for some other people and they will not be your likes.) 47:38 . Muhammad bin Ishaq said 
that Ya'qub bin ' Utbah said that he heard Aban bin " Uthman saying about this Ayah, 



(As He raised you from the seed of other people. ) "'The seed' means the offspring and the 
children." Allah's statement, 



(Surely, that which you are promised, will verily, come to pass and you cannot escape.) means, 
tell them, O Muhammad, that what they have been promised of Resurrection will surely occur, 



(and you cannot escape.) from Allah. Rather, He is able to resurrect you even after you 
become dust and bones. Certainly, Allah is able to do all things and nothing ever escapes His 
power. Allah said; 



(Say: "0 my people! Work according to your way, surely, I too am working and you will come to 
know.") This contains a stern warning and a sure promise, saying; remain on your way, if you 
think that you are rightly guided, for I will remain on mine. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And say to those who do not believe: "Act according to Makanatikum, We are acting (in our 
way). And you wait! We (too) are waiting.") 11:121-122 . ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
" Abbas said that, 



(according to Makanatikum...) means, your way. 



(And you will come to know for which of us will be the (happy) end in the Hereafter. Certainly 
the wrongdoers will not be successful) 6:135 , You will come to know if the happy end will be 
mine (Muhammad's) or yours (the disbelievers). Allah has indeed kept His promise and allowed 
Muhammad to prevail in the land and rise above those who defied him. He conquered Makkah 
for him and made him triumphant over his people who rejected and showed enmity towards 
him. The Prophet's rule soon spread over the Arabian Peninsula, Yemen and Bahrain, and all 
this occurred during his lifetime. After his death, the various lands and provinces were 



conquered during the time of his successors, may Allah be pleased with them all. Allah also 
said, 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is All-Powerful, Almighty.) 58:21 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth. The Day when their excuses will be of 
no profit to the wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil abode.) 40:51 - 
52 and, 



(And indeed We have written in the Zabur after the Dhikr that My righteous servants shall 
inherit the land.) 21:105 



(136. And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which He has created, and they 
say: "This is for Allah," according to their claim, "and this is for our partners." But the share of 



their "partners" reaches not Allah, while the share of Allah reaches their "partners"! Evil is the 
way they judge!) 



Some Acts of Shirk 

Allah chastises and criticizes the idolators who invented innovations, Kufr and Shirk, and called 
on partners and rivals with Allah among His creation, although He created every thing, all 
praise is due to Him. This is why Allah said, 



(And they assign to Allah from that which He has created,) 



(of the tilth) meaning, fruits and produce, 



(and of the cattle a share) meaning a part and a section. 



(and they say: "This is for Allah," according to their claim, "and this is for our partners.") Allah 
said next, 



(But the share of their "partners" reaches not Allah, while the share of Allah reaches their 
"partners"!) 'AM bin Abi Talhah and Al-' Awfi narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said; "When they, the 
enemies of Allah, would cultivate the land or collect produce, they would assign a part of it to 
Allah and another part to the idol. They would keep the share for the idol, whether land, 
produce or anything else, and preserve its division to such an extent that they would collect 
anything that accidentally falls from the share they assigned to Allah and add it to the share of 
the idol. If the water that they assigned for the idol irrigated something (a section of land, for 
instance) that they assigned for Allah, they would add whatever this water irrigated to the 
idol's share! If the land or produce that they assigned for Allah was accidentally mixed with the 



share that they assigned for the idol, they would say that the idol is poor. Therefore, they 
would add it to the share they assigned for the idol and would not return it to the share they 
assigned for Allah. If the water that they assigned for Allah irrigated what they assigned for the 
idol they would leave it (the produce) for the idol. They also made some of their other 
property sacred, like the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham, assigning them to the idols, 
claiming that they do so as way of seeking a means of approach to Allah. Allah said, 



(And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which He has created...)." Similar was 
said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
commented; "Every type of slaughter that they would assign for Allah, would never be eaten 
unless they mentioned the names of their idols when slaughtering it. Yet for what they 
sacrificed in the names of the idols, they would not mention Allah's Name when slaughtering 
it." He then recited the Ayah (6:136) until he reached, 



(Evil is the way they judge!) This Ayah means, evil is that which they determined, for they 
committed error in the division. Certainly, Allah is the Lord, Owner and Creator of all things 
and His is the dominion. All things are His property and under His supreme control, will and 
decree. There is no deity worthy of worship, or Lord, except Him. And even when the 
polyt heists made this evil division, they did not preserve it, but cheated in it. Allah said in 
ot her Ayat , 



(And they assign daughters unto Allah -- glory be to Him -- and unto themselves what they 
desire.) 16:57 , and 



(Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. Verily, man is indeed a manifest 
ingrate!) 43:15 , and, 



(Is it for you the males and for Him the females That indeed is a division most unfair!) 53:21 - 
22 . 



(137. And so to many of the idolators, their "partners" have made fair seeming the killing of 
their children, in order to lead them to their own destruction and cause confusion in their 
religion. And if Allah had willed, they would not have done so. & leave them alone with their 
fabrications.) 

Shaytan Lured the Idolators to Kill Their Children 

Allah says, just as the Shayatin lured the idolators to assign a share for Allah from what He 
created of agriculture and cattle - and a share for the idols, they also made it seem fair for 
them to kill their children, for fear of poverty, and burying their daughters alive, for fear of 
dishonor. ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas that he commented; 



(And so to many of the idolators, their "partners" have made fair seeming the killing of their 
children...) "They make killing their children attractive to them." Mujahid said, "Idolators' 
partners among the devils ordered them to bury their children for fear of poverty." As-Suddi 
said, "The devils commanded them to kill their daughters so that they, 



(lead them to their own destruction), and to, 



(cause confusion in their religion.)" Allah said, 



(And if Allah had willed, they would not have done so.) meaning, all this occurred by Allah's 
leave, will and decree, but He dislikes these practices, and He has the perfect wisdom in every 
decree. He is never questioned about what He does, but they all will be questioned. 



(So leave them alone with their fabrications.) meaning, avoid and abandon them and what they 
do, for Allah will judge between you and them. 



(138. And according to their claim, they say that such and such cattle and crops are Hijr 
(forbidden), and none should eat of them except those whom we allow. And (they say) there 
are cattle forbidden to be used for burden, and cattle on which (at slaughtering) the Name of 
Allah is not pronounced; lying against Him (Allah). He will recompense them for what they used 
to fabricate.) 



The Idolators Forbade Certain Types of Cattle 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said, "Hijr refers to what they forbade, such as the 
Wasilah, and the like." Similar was said by Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Qatadah, * Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others. Qatadah commented on, 



(They say that such and such cattle and crops are Hijr,) "It is a prohibition that the Shayatin 
appointed for their wealth, and a type of exaggeration and extremism that did not come from 
Allah." ' Abdur-Rahman Ibn Zayd bin Aslam said that, d 



(Hijr,) refers to what the idolators designated for their deities. As-Suddi said that the Ayah, 



(And none should eat of them except those whom we allow, they claimed...) means, "They 
said, only those whom we choose can eat of them., and the rest are prohibited from eating 
them." Similar to this honorable Ayah, Allah said, 



(Say: "Tell me, what provision Allah has sent down to you! And you have made of it lawful and 
unlawful." Say: "Has Allah permitted you (to do so), or do you invent a lie against Allah") 
10:59 , and, 



(Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa'ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham. But those who 
disbelieve invent lies against Allah, and most of them have no understanding.) 5:103 As-Suddi 
said that cattle forbidden to be used for burden were the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham, 
as well as cattle for which the idolators did not mention Allah's Name when slaughtering them 
nor when they were born. Abu Bakr bin ' Ayyash said that 'Asim bin Abi An-Najud said, "Abu 
Wa'il said to me, ' Do you know the meaning of the Ayah, 



(And (they say) there are cattle forbidden to be used for burden, and cattle on which the Name 
of Allah is not pronounced.) I said, ' No.' He said, ' It is the Bahirah, which they would not use 



to for Hajj (either by riding it or carrying things on it).'" Mujahid also said that they were some 
of the camels belonging to idolators on which Allah's Name was not mentioned when riding, 
milking, carrying things, copulation or any other action. 



(lying against Him.) against Allah. The idolators indeed lied when they attributed this evil to 
Allah's religion and Law; He did not allow them to do that nor did He approve of it, 



(He will recompense them for what they used to fabricate.) against Him, and falsely attribute 
to Him. 



(139. And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone, and 
forbidden to our females, but if it is born dead, then all have shares therein." He will punish 
them for their attribution (of such false orders to Allah). Verily, He is All-Wise, All-Knower.) 
Abu Ishaq As-Subay' i narrated that " Abdullah bin Abi Al-Hudhayl reported that Ibn x Abbas said 
that, 



(And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone...") refers to 
milk. ' Awfi said that Ibn ' Abbas said about this Ayah, 



(And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone...") "It is 
about milk, which they prohibited for their females and allowed only their males to drink. 
When a sheep would give birth to a male sheep, they would slaughter it and feed it to their 



males, but not to their females. If the newly born lamb was a female, they would not slaughter 
it, but if it was stillborn, they would share in it (with their females)! Allah forbade this 
practice." Similar was said by As-Suddi. Ash-Sha' bi said, "The Bahirah's milk was only given to 
the men. But if any cattle from the Bahirah died, both men and women would share in eating 
it." Similar was said by Mkrimah, Qatadah and " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. Mujahid 
commented; 



(And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone, and 
forbidden to our females...") "It refers to the Sa'ibah and the Bahirah." Abu AI-' Aliyah, Mujahid 
and Qatadah said that Allah's statement, 



(He will punish them for their attribution. ) means, uttering such falsehood. This is explained 
by Allah's statement, 



(And say not concerning that which your tongues falsely utter: "This is lawful and this is 
forbidden." so as to invent lies against Allah. Verily, those who invent lies against Allah will 
never prosper.) 16:116 Allah said, 



(Verily, He is All-Wise.) in His actions, statements, Law and decree, 



(All-Knower), in the actions of His servants, whether good or evil, and He will recompense 
them for these deeds completely. 



(140. Indeed lost are they who have killed their children, foolishly, without knowledge, and 
(they) have forbidden that which Allah has provided for them, inventing a lie against Allah. 
They have indeed gone astray and were not guided.) 

Allah says that those who committed these evil acts have earned 
the loss of this life and the Hereafter. 

As for this life, they lost when they killed their children and made it difficult for themselves by 
prohibiting some types of their wealth, as an act of innovation that they invented on their own. 
As for the Hereafter, they will end up in the worst dwellings, because they used to lie about 
Allah and invent falsehood about Him. Allah also said, 



(Say: "Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah will never be successful." (A brief) enjoyment 
in this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the 
severest torment because they used to disbelieve.) 10:69-70 Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin 
Marduwyah recorded that Ibn " Abbas commented, "If it pleases you to know how ignorant the 
Arabs used to be, then recite the Ayat beyond Ayah one hundred and thirty in Surat Al-An' am, 



(Indeed lost are they who have killed their children, foolishly, without knowledge, and they 
have forbidden that which Allah has provided for them, inventing a lie against Allah. They have 
indeed gone astray and were not guided.)" Al-Bukhari also recorded this in the section of his 
Sahih on the virtues of the Quraysh. 



(141. And it is He Who produces gardens Ma' rush at and not Ma' rushat, and date palms, and 
crops of different shape and taste, and olives, and pomegranates, similar, and different. Eat of 
their fruit when they ripen, but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, and waste not 
by extravagance. Verily, He likes not the wasteful.) (142. And of the cattle (are some) for 
burden and (some smaller) for Farsh. Eat of what Allah has provided for you, and follow not the 
footsteps of Shaytan. Surely, he is to you an open enemy.) 



Allah Created the Produce, Seed Grains and Cattle 

Allah states that He created everything, including the produce, fruits and cattle that the 
idolators mishandled by their misguided ideas, dividing them into various designated parts, 
allowing some and prohibiting some. Allah said, 



(And it is He Who produces gardens Ma' rushat and not Ma' rushat,) ' AM bin Abi Tal hah reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Ma' rushat refers to what the people trellise, while 'not 
Ma' rushat' refers to fruits (and produce) that grow wild inland and on mountains." 'Ata' Al- 
Khurasani said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Ma' rushat are the grapevines that are trellised, while 
' not Ma' rushat' refers to grapevines that are not trellised." As-Suddi said similarly. As for these 
fruits being similar, yet different, Ibn Jurayj said, "They are similar in shape, but different in 
taste." Muhammad bin Ka' b said that the Ayah, 



(Eat of their fruit when they ripen,) means, "(Eat) from the dates and grapes they produce." 
Allah said next, 



(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, ) Mujahid commented, "When the poor 
people are present (on the day of harvest), give them some of the produce." ' Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that Mujahid commented on the Ayah, 



(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest.) "When planting, one gives away handfuls 
(of seed grains) and on harvest, he gives away handfuls and allows them to pick whatever is 
left on the ground of the harvest." Ath-Thawri said that Hammad narrated that Ibrahim An- 
Nakha' i said, "One gives away some of the hay." Ibn Al-Mubarak said that Shurayk said that 
Salim said that Sa' id bin Jubayr commented; 



(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest,) "This ruling, giving the poor the handfuls 
(of seed grains) and some of the hay as food for their animals, was before Zakah became 
obligatory." Allah has chastised those who harvest, without giving away a part of it as charity. 
Allah mentioned the story of the owners of the garden in Surat Nun, 



(When they swore to pluck the fruits of the (garden) in the morning. Without saying: "If Allah 
wills." Then there passed by on the (garden) a visitation (fire) from your Lord at night, burning 
it while they were asleep. 3d the (garden) became black by the morning, like a pitch dark night 
(in complete ruins). Then they called out one to another as soon as the morning broke. Saying: 
"Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would pluck the fruits." So they departed, conversing in 
secret low tones (saying). "No poor person shall enter upon you into it today." And they went in 
the morning with strong intention, thinking that they have power (to prevent the poor taking 
anything of the fruits therefrom). But when they saw the (garden), they said: "Verily, we have 
gone astray." (Then they said): "Nay! Indeed we are deprived of (the fruits)!" The best among 
them said: "Did I not tell you, why say you not: " If Allah wills'." They said: "Glory to Our Lord! 
Verily, we have been wrongdoers." Then they turned one against another, blaming. They said: 
"Woe to us! We have transgressed. We hope that our Lord will give us in exchange a better 
(garden) than this. Truly, we turn to our Lord." Such is the punishment (in this life), but truly, 
the punishment of the Hereafter isgreater if they but knew.) 68:18-33 . 

Prohibiting Extravagance 

Allah said, 



(And waste not by extravagance. Verily, He likes not the wasteful.) It was said that the 
extravagance prohibited here refers to excessive charity beyond normal amounts. Ibn Jurayj 
said, "This Ayah was revealed concerning Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas, who plucked the fruits 
of his date palms. Then he said to himself, " This day, every person who comes to me, I will 
feed him from it.' So he kept feeding (them) until the evening came and he ended up with no 
dates. Allah sent down, 



(And waste not by extravagance. Verily, He likes not the wasteful.)" Ibn Jarir recorded this 
statement from Ibn Jurayj. However, thhe apparent meaning of this Ayah, and Allah knows 
best, is that; 



(Eat of their fruit when they ripen, but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, and 
waste not...) refersto eating, meaning, do not waste in eating because this spoilsthe mind and 
the body. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.) 7: 31 In hisSahih, Al-Bukhari recorded a 
Hadith without a chain of narration; a 



» 

« 

(Eat, drink and clothe yourselves without extravagance or arrogance.) Therefore, these Ayat 
have the same meaning asthis Hadith. and Allah knows best. 

Benefits of Cattle 

Allah's statement, 



(And of the cattle (are some) for burden and (some smaller) for Farsh.) means, He created 
cattle for you, some of which are suitable for burden, such as camels, and some are Farsh. Ath- 
Thawri narrated that Abu Ishaq said that Abu Al-Ahwas said that 'Abdullah said that 'animals 
for burden' are the camels that are used for carrying things, while, 'Farsh', refers to small 
camels. Al-Hakim recorded it and said, "Its chain isSahih and they did not record it." 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that "animals for burden' refers to the animals that people 
ride, while, " Farsh' isthat they eat (its meat) and milk it. The sheep is not able to carry things, 
so you eat its meat and use its wool for covers and mats (or clothes). This statement of ' Abdur- 
Rahman is sound, and the following Ayat testify to it, 



(Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so 
that they are their owners. And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them they 
have for riding and some they eat.) 36:71-72 , and, 



(And verily, in the cattle, there is a lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which is in 
their bellies, from between excretions and blood, pure milk; palatable to the drinkers.) 
16:66 , until, 



(And of their wool, fur and hair, furnishings and articles of convenience, comfort for awhile.) 
16:80 . 

Eat the Meat of These Cattle, But Do Not Follow Shaytan's Law 

Concerning Them 

Allah said, 



(Eat of what Allah has provided for you,) of fruits, produce and cattle. Allah created all these 
and provided you with them as provision. 



(and follow not the footsteps of Shaytan.) meaning, his way and orders, just as the idolators 
followed him and prohibited fruits and produce that Allah provided for them, claiming that this 
falsehood came from Allah. 



(Surely, heistoyou) meaning; Shaytan, people, istoyou, 



(an open enemy) and his enmity to you isclear and apparent. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only invites his Hizb 
(followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire. ) 35:6 and, 



(0 Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive you, as he got your parents out of Paradise, 
stripping them of their raiment, to show them their private parts.) 7:27 and, 



(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me while 
they are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.) 18:50 There are 
many other Ayat on this subject. 



(143. Eight pairs: of the sheep two (male and female), and of the goats two (male and female). 
Say: "Has He forbidden the two males or the two females, or (the young) which the wombs of 
the two females enclose Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful. ") (144. And of the 
camels two, and of oxen two. Say: "Has He forbidden the two males or the two females or (the 
young) which the wombs of the two females enclose Or were you present when Allah ordered 
you such a thing Then who does more wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah, to lead 
mankind astray without knowledge. Certainly Allah guides not the people who are 
wrongdoers.") 



These Ayat demonstrate the ignorance of the Arabs before Islam. 

They used to prohibit the usage of some of their cattle and designate them as Bahirah, Sa'ibah, 
Wasilah and Ham etc. These were some of the innovations they invented for cattle, fruits and 
produce. Allah stated that He has created gardens, trellised and untrellised, and cattle, as 
animals of burden and as Farsh. Allah next mentioned various kinds of cattle, male and female, 
such as sheep and goats. He also created male and female camels and the same with cows. 
Allah did not prohibit any of these cattle or their offspring. Rather, they all were created for 
the sons of Adam as a source for food, transportation, work, milk, and other benefits, which 
are many. Allah said, 



(And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs...) 39:6 Allah said; 



(...or (the young) which the wombs of the two females enclose...) This refutes the idolators' 
statement, 



(What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone, and forbidden to our 
females.) 6:139 Allah said, 



(Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful.) meaning, tell me with sure knowledge, how 
and when did Allah prohibit what you claimed is prohibited, such as the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, 
Wasilah and Ham etc. AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah's statement, 



(Bght pairs: of the sheep two, and of the goats two...) these are four pairs, 



(Say: "Has He forbidden the two males or the two females...") I (Allah) did not prohibit any of 
these. 



(or (the young) which the wombs of the two females enclose) and does the womb produce but 
males and females So why do you prohibit some and allow some others 



(Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful. ) Allah is saying that all of this is allowed." Allah 
said, 



(Or, were you present when Allah ordered you such a thing) mocking the idolators' innovations, 
and their liesthat Allah made sacred what they have prohibited. 



(Then who does more wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah, to lead mankind astray 
without knowledge.) Therefore, no one is more unjust than the people described here and 



(Certainly, Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) The person most worthy of this 
condemnation is " Amr bin Luhay bin Qurrf ah. He was the first person to change the religion of 
the Prophets and designate the Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham, as mentioned in the Sahih. 



(145. Say: "I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden to be eaten by 
one who wishes to eat it, unless it be Maytah (a dead animal) or blood poured forth, or the 
flesh of swine; for that surely, is unclean (Rijs), or immorally slaughtered in the name of other 
than Allah. But whosoever is forced by necessity without willful disobedience, nor transgressing 
due limits; (for him) certainly, your Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 

Forbidden Things 

Allah commands His servant and Messenger, Muhammad , 



(Say) Muhammad to those who prohibited what Allah has provided them, claiming this 
falsehood to be from Allah, 



(I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one who 
wishes to eat it,) This Ayah means, I do not find any animals that are prohibited, except these 
mentioned here. We should mention here that the prohibited things mentioned in Surat Al- 
Ma'idah and the Hadithson this subject amend the meaning of this Ayah. 



(or blood poured.) Qatadah commented, "Poured blood was prohibited, but the meat that still 
has some blood in it is allowed." Al-Humaydi said that Sufyan narrated to us that ' Amr bin 
Dinar narrated to us, "I said to Jabir bin 'Abdullah, 'They claim that the Messenger of Allah 
prohibited the meat of donkeys during (the day of) Khaybar.' He said, 'Al-Hakam bin 'Amr 
narrated that from the Messenger of Allah . That scholar - refering to Ibn 'Abbas - denied it, 
reciting the Ayah; 



(Say: "I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one 
who wishes to eat it...")"' Al-Bukhari and Abu Dawud collected it. Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah and 
Al-Hakim, in his Mustadrak, recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, the 
people used to eat some things and avoid some other things, because they disliked them. Later 
on, Allah sent His Prophet , revealed His Book, allowed what He allowed, and prohibited what 
He prohibited. Therefore, whatever Allah allowed is lawful and whatever He prohibited is 
unlawful. Whatever He did not mention, there is no sin in it." He then recited the Ayah, 



(Say: "I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one 
who wishesto eat it...") This isthe wording with Ibn Marduwyah. Abu Dawud also recorded this 



statement, and Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih and they did not record it." Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "A sheep belonging to Sawdah bint Zarrf ah died and she said, 
x Allah's Messenger! Sb-and-so (sheep) has died.' He said, 



« » 

(Why did you not use its skin) She said, " Should we use the skin of a sheep that has died' Allah's 
Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Allah only said, (Say: "I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything forbidden to 
be eaten by one who wishesto eat it, except Maytah (a dead animal) or blood poured forth, or 
the flesh of swine....) You will not be eating it if you tan its skin and benefit from it.) So she 
had the sheep skinned, the skin was tanned and made into a water skin that she kept until it 
wore out." Al-Bukhari and an-Nasa'i collected a similar Hadith. Allah said, 



(But whosoever is forced by necessity without willful disobedience, nor transgressing due 
limits;) Therefore, whoever is forced by necessity to eat anything that Allah has forbidden in 
this honorable Ayah, without transgressing his limits, then for him, 



(certainly, your Lord is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) We mentioned the explanation of this 
Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah. This honorable Ayah contradicts the idolators' innovated prohibitions 
for certain kinds of wealth, relying merely on their misguided ideas, such as the Bahirah, 
Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham. Allah commanded His Messenger to inform them that he does not 
find that such types of animals are prohibited in what Allah revealed to him. In this Ayah, Allah 
only prohibited dead animals, poured blood, the flesh of swine and what has been slaughtered 



for something other than Allah. Other things were not prohibited here, but rather treated as 
that which does not have a ruling, i.e., permissible. Therefore, how do you -- idolators -- claim 
that such items are prohibited, and why did you prohibit them when Allah did not prohibit 
them 



(146. And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We 
forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their 
Hawaya, or is mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their rebellion. And 
verily, We are Truthful.) 

Foods that were Prohibited for the Jews Because of their 

Transgression 

Allah says, We forbade for the Jews every bird and animal with undivided hoof, such as the 
camel, ostrich, duck and goose. Allah said here, 



(and We forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep...) The Jews used to forbid these types 
of foods saying that Isra'il, or Ya* qub, used to forbid them for himself so they too forbid them. 
This was mentioned by As-Suddi. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that, 



(except what adheres to their backs) refers to the fat that clings to their backs. Allah said 
next, 



(or their Hawaya) that is, the entrails, according to Abu Ja'far bin Jarir. He also said, "The 
meaning here is, ' And from ox and sheep, We forbade their fat for the Jews, except the fat on 
their backs and what the entrails carry." AM bin Abi Talhah said that, Ibn ' Abbas said that the, 
Hawaya, are the entrails. Similar was reported from Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak. 
Allah's statement, 



(....or is mixed up with a bone.) means, We allowed the Jewsthe fat that is mixed with bones. 
Ibn Jurayj commented, "The fat on the rump that is mixed with the tailbone was allowed for 
them, and also the fat on the legs, head, eyes and what adheres to the bones." As-Suddi said 
similarly. Allah said, 



(Thus We recompensed them for their rebellion.) meaning, We imposed this restriction on them 
as recompense for their rebellion and defying Our commandments. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for them certain good foods which had 
been lawful for them -- and for their hindering many from Allah's way) 4:160 . Allah's 
statement, 



(And verily, We are Truthful.) means, We were justified in the penalty We gave them. Ibn Jarir 
commented, "We are Truthful in what We informed you of, Muhammad; Our forbidding these 
foods for them, not as they claimed, that Israel merely forbade these things for himself (so 
they imitated him, they claimed)." 

The Tricks of the Jews, and Allah's Curse 

Abdullah bin ' Abbas narrated, "When ' Umar bin Al-Khattab was told that Samurah sold liquor, 
he commented, x May Allah fight Samurah! Did he not know that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(May Allah curse the Jews! The fats were forbidden for them, so they melted the fat and sold 
it.)" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Jabir bin " Abdullah said, "In the year of the 
victory of Makkah, I heard Allah's Messenger saying; 



» 
« 

(Allah and His Messenger have forbidden selling alcoholic drinks (intoxicants), dead animals, 
swine and idols.) He was asked, 'What about the fat of dead animals They are used to dye 
skins, paint ships and are used as light by the people.' He said, 

« » 

(No, it is still unlawful.) He then said, 

» 

« 

(May Allah fight the Jews! When Allah forbade them the fats of animals, they melted the fat, 
sold it and ate its price.)" The Group recorded this Hadith. 



(147. If they deny you say: "Your Lord is the Owner of vast mercy, and never will His wrath be 
turned back from the people who are criminals.") Allah says, if your opponents among the 
idolators, Jews and their likes reject you, Muhammad, 



(Say: "Your Lord is the Owner of vast mercy...") encouraging them to seek Allah's vast mercy 
and follow His Messenger , 



(and never will His wrath be turned back from the people who are criminals.) discouraging 
them from defying the Messenger, the Final Prophet, Muhammad . Allah often joins 
encouragement with threats in the Qur'an. Allah said at the end of this Surah: 



(Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
6:165 Allah also said, 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is (also) severe in punishment.) 13:6 , and 



(Declare unto My servants, that truly, I am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And that My 
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) 15:49-50 , and 



(The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in punishment.) 40:3 and, 



(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful. Verily, He it is Who begins and 
repeats. And He is Oft-Forgiving, full of love.) 85:12-14 . There are many other Ayat on this 
subj ect . 



(148. Those who committed Shirk say: "If Allah had willed, we would not have commited Shirk, 
nor would our fathers, and we would not have forbidden anything (against His will)." Likewise 
belied those who were before them, till they tasted Our wrath. Say: "Have you any knowledge 
(proof) that you can produce before us Verily, you follow the Zann and you do nothing but lie.") 
(149. Say: "With Allah is the perfect proof and argument; had He so willed, He would indeed 
have guided you all.") (150. Say: "Bring forward your witnesses, who can testify that Allah has 
forbidden this." Then if they testify, do not testify with them. And do not follow the vain 
desires of those who belie Our Ayat, and such as believe not in the Hereafter, and they hold 
others as equal with their Lord.) 

A False Notion and its Rebuttal 

Here Allah mentioned a debate with the idolators, refuting a false notion they have over their 
Shirk and the things that they prohibited. They said, surely, Allah has full knowledge of the 
Shirk we indulge in, and that we forbid some kinds of wealth. Allah is able to change this Shirk 
by directing us to the faith, - they claimed - and prevent us from falling into disbelief, but He 
did not do that. Therefore - they said Allah indicated that He willed, decided and agreed that 
we do all this. They said, 



("If Allah had willed, we would not have taken partners (in worship) with Him, nor would our 
fathers, and we would not have forbidden anything.") Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And they said: "If it had been the will of the Most Gracious (Allah), we should not have 
worshipped them (false deities)") 43:20 . Similar is mentioned in Surat An-Nahl. Allah said 
next, 



(Likewise belied those who were before them,) for by using and relying on this understanding, 
the misguided ones before them were led astray. This notion is false and ungrounded, for had 
it been true, Allah would not have harmed them, destroyed them, aided His honorable 
Messengers over them, and made them taste His painful punishment. 



(Say: "Have you any knowledge...") that Allah is pleased with you and with your ways, 



(that you can produce before us.) and make it plain, apparent and clear for us. However, 



(Verily, you only follow the Zann) doubts and wishful thinking, 



(and you do nothing but lie) about Allah in the false claimsthat you utter. Allah said next, 



(Say: "With Allah is the perfect proof and argument; had He so willed, He would indeed have 
guided you all.") Allah said to His Prophet 



(Say) Muhammad, to them, 



("With Allah is the perfect proof and argument. ..") the perfect wisdom and unequivocal proof 
to guide whom He wills and misguide whom He wills. 



(had He so willed, He would indeed have guided you all.) All of this happens accordng to His 
decree, His will, and His choice. So in this way, He is pleased with the believers, and angry 
with the disbelievers. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together (all) on true guidance,) 6:35 
and 



(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together.) 10:99 
and, 



(And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made mankind one Ummah, but they will 
not cease to disagree. Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy and for that did 
He create them. And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled: "Surely, I shall fill Hell with 
Jinns and men all together.") 11:118-119 Ad-Dahhak said, "No one has an excuse if he 
disobeys Allah. Surely, Allah has the perfect proof established against His servants." Allah said, 



(Bring forward your witnesses,) produce your witnesses, 



(who can testify that Allah has forbidden this.) which you have forbidden and lied and invented 
about Allah in this regard, 



(Then if they testify, do not testify with them.) because in this case, their testimony is false 
and untrue, 



(And do not follow the vain desires of those who belie Our Ayat, and such as believe not in the 
Hereafter, and they hold others as equal with their Lord.) by associating others with Allah in 
worship and treating them as equalsto Him. 



(151. Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not anything in 
worship with Him; be kind and dutiful to your parents; kill not your children because of poverty 
-- We provide sustenance for you and for them. Come not near to Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) 
whether committed openly or secretly; and kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except 
for a just cause. This He has commanded you that you may understand.") 



Ten Commandments 



Dawud Al-Awdy narrated that, Ash-Sha' bi said that, 'Alqamah said that Ibn Mas' ud said, 
"Whoever wishes to read the will and testament of the Messenger of Allah on which he placed 
his seal, let him read these Ayat, 



(Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not anything in worship 
with Him...") until, 



(...so that you may have Taqwa) 6:153 ." In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "In Surah Al-An' am 6 , there are clear Ayat, and they are the Mother of the Book (the 
Qur'an)." He then recited, 



(Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from...") Al-Hakim said, "Its chain 
is Sahih, and they did not record it." In his Mustadrak Al-Hakim also recorded that " Ubadah bin 
As-Samit said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Who among you will give me his pledge to do three things) He then recited the Ayah, 



(Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from...") until the end of the Ayat. 
He then said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever fulfills (this pledge), then his reward will be with Allah, but whoever fell into 
shortcomings and Allah punishes him for it in this life, then that will be his recompense. 
Whoever Allah delays (his reckoning) until the Hereafter, then his matter is with Allah. If He 
wills, He will punish him, and if He wills, He will forgive him.)" Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih 
and they did not record it." As for the explanation of this Ayah, Allah said to His Prophet and 
Messenger Muhammad : Say, Muhammad, to those idolators who worshipped other than 
Allah, forbade what Allah provided them with and killed their children, following their opinions 
and the lures of the devils,' 



(Say) to them 



(Come) come here, come close 



(I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from. ) meaning, I will inform you about what 
your Lord has forbidden for you in truth, not guessing or wishful thinking. Rather, it is 
revelation and an order from Him. 



Shirk is Forbidden 



(Join not anything in worship with Him;) this Allah has ordained, for He said at the end of the 
Ayah, 



(This He has commanded you that you may understand.) In the the Two Sahihs, it is recorded 
that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Jibril came to me and conveyed the good news that, "Whoever among your followers dies, 
worshipping none along with Allah, will enter Paradise." I said, "Even if he stole or committed 
illegal sexual intercourse" He said, "Even if he stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse." I 
said, "Even if he stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse" He said, "Even if he stole or 
committed illegal sexual intercourse." I said, "Even if he stole or committed illegal sexual 
intercourse" He said, "Even if he stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse or even if drank 
alcohol.") Some of the Musnad and Sunan compilers recorded that Abu Dharr said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah said, '0 Son of Adam! As long as you supplicate to Me and hope of Me, I will forgive 
whatever you committed, and it will be easy for Me to do that. And even if you brought the 
earth's fill of sins to Me, I will bring forth its fill of forgiveness, as long as you do not associate 
anything or anyone in worship with Me. And even if you err and your errors accumulate until 



they reach the boundaries of the sky and you then ask Me for forgiveness, I will forgive you.') 
This subject is also mentioned in the Qur'an, for Allah said, 



(Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) with Him, but He forgives 
whom He wills, sins other than that.) 4:116 Muslim recorded a Hadith in the Sahih that reads, 



« » 

(Whoever dies associating none with Allah will enter Paradise.) There are many Ayat and 
Hadithson this subject. 

The Order for Kindness to Parents 

Allah said next, 



(be kind and dutiful to your parents;) meaning, Allah has commanded and ordered you to be 
kind to your parents. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your 
parents.) 17:23 Allah often mentions obeying Him and being dutiful to parents together. 
Allah said, 



(Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination. But if they (both) 
strive with you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which you have no 
knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in this world kindly, and follow the 
path of him who turns to Me in repentance and in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, 
and I shall tell you what you used to do.) 31:14-15 Therefore, Allah ordered children to be 
dutiful and kind to their parents, even if they were idolators. Allah also said, 



(And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children of Israel, (saying): Worship none 
but Allah and be dutiful and kind to parents.) 2:83 There are several Ayat on this subject. It 
is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Ibn Mas' ud said, "I asked Allah's Messenger about which deed 
is the best. He said, 



« » 

(The prayer, when it is performed on time.) I said, ' Then' He said, 

« » 

(Being dutiful to parents.) I asked, 'Then' He said, 

« » 

(Jihad in Allah's cause.) Ibn Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah said these words to me, and 
had I asked him for more, he would have said more." 

Killing Children is Forbidden 

Allah said, 



(Kill not your children because of poverty, We shall provide sustenance for you and for them.) 
After Allah commanded kindness to parents and grandparents, He next ordered kindness to 
children and grandchildren. Allah said, 



(kill not your children because of poverty,) because the idolators used to kill their children, 
obeying the lures of the devils. They used to bury their daughters alive for fear of shame, and 
sometimes kill their sons for fear of poverty. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat x Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud said, "I asked the Messenger of Allah , 'Which sin isthe biggest' He said, 



« » 

(To call a rival for Allah, while He Alone created you.) I said, x Then what' He said, 

« » 

(To kill your son for fear that he might share your food.') I said, ' Then what' He said, 

« » 

(To commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.) Then the Messenger of Allah recited the Ayah, 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has 
forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse...) 25:68 ." Allah's 
statement, 



(Because of Imlaq) refers to poverty, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. 
The Ayah means, do not kill your children because you are poor. Allah said in Surat Al-lsra', 



(And do not kill your children for fear from Imlaq.) 17:31 , that is, do not kill your children for 
fear that you might become poor in the future. This is why Allah said, 



(We shall provide sustenance for them and for you) 17:31 , thus mentioning the provision of 
the children first, meaning, do not fear poverty because of feeding your children. Certainly, 
their provision is provided by Allah. Allah said, 



(We provide sustenance for you and for them,) thus starting with parents, because this is the 
appropriate subject here and Allah knows. Allah said next, 



(Come not near Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed openly or secretly) Allah said in 
a similar Ayah, 



(Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) 
whether committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining 
partners (in worship) with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about 



Allah of which you have no knowledge.") 7:33 We also explained this meaning in the 
explanation of the Ayah, 



(Leave sin, open and secret) 6:120 . The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(None is more jealous than Allah. This is why He has forbidden the immoral sins committed 
openly or secretly.) 'Abdul-Malik bin ' Umayr said that Warrad narrated that Al-Mughirah said 
that sVd bin ' Ubadah said, "If I see a man with my wife (committing adultery), I will kill him 
with the sword." When the matter came to the Messenger of Allah , he said, 



» 



« 

(Do you wonder at Sa' d's jealousy By Allah, I am more jealous than Sa'd, and Allah is more 
jealous than I. This is why He has forbidden the immoral sins committed openly and in secret.) 
This Hadith is in the Two Sahihs). 

The Prohibition of Unjustified Killing 

Allah said, 



(And kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause (according to Islamic 
law).) This part of the Ayah emphasizes this prohibition in specific, although it is included in 
the immoral sins committed openly and in secret. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn 
Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The blood of a Muslim person who testifies that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah and that I am the Messenger of Allah is prohibited, except for three offenses: a married 
person who commits illegal sexual intercourse, life for life, and whoever reverts from the 
religion and abandons the Jama' ah (the community of faithful believers).) There is a 
prohibition, a warning and a threat against killing the Mif ahid, i.e., non-Muslims who have a 
treaty of peace with Muslims. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Amr said that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever killed a person having a treaty of protection with Muslims, shall not smell the scent 
of Paradise, though its scent is perceived from a distance of forty years. ) Abu Hurayrah 
narrated that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever killed a person having a treaty of protection with the Muslims, and who enjoys the 
guarantee of Allah and His Messenger, he will have spoiled the guarantee of Allah for him . He 
shall not smell the scent of Paradise though its smell is perceived from a distance of seventy 
years.) Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 
Allah's statement, 



(This He has commanded you that you may understand.) means, this is what He has 
commanded you t hat you may comprehend His commandment s and prohibit ions. 



(152. "And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he (or she) 
attains the age of full strength; and give full measure and full weight with justice." -- We 
burden not any person, but that which he can bear -- "And whenever you speak, say the truth 
even if a near relative is concerned, and fulfill the covenant of Allah. This He commands you, 
that you may remember.") 

The Prohibition of Consuming the Orphan's Property 

At a' bin As- Sa'ib said that Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "When Allah revealed, 



(And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it.) and, 



(Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans.) those who were guardians of 
orphans separated their food from the orphans' food and their drink from their drink. When any 
of that food or drink remained, they used to keep it for the orphan until he or she ate it or it 
spoiled. This became difficult for the companions and they talked about it to the Messenger of 
Allah , and Allah sent down the Ayah, 



(And they ask you about orphans. Say: "The best thing is to work honestly in their property, and 
if you mix your affairs with theirs, then they are your brothers.") 2:220 Thereafter, they 
mixed their food and drink with food and drink of the orphans." Abu Dawud collected this 
statement. Allah's statement, 



(until he (or she) attains the age of full strength;), refers to reaching the age of adolescence, 
according to Ash-Sha' bi, Malik and several others among the Salaf. 

The Command to Give Full Measure and Full Weight with Justice 

Allah's statement, 



(and give full measure and full weight with justice.) is a command to establish justice while 
giving and taking. Allah has also warned against abandoning this commandment, when He said, 



(Woe to Al-Mutaffifin. Those who, when they have to receive by measure from men, demand 
full measure. And when they have to give by measure or weight to (other) men, give less than 
due. Do they not think that they will be resurrected (for reckoning). On a Great Day The Day 
when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists) 83:1-6 . Allah destroyed an 
entire nation that was accustomed to giving less in weights and measures. Allah said next, 



(We burden not any person, but that which he can bear.) that is, whoever strives while 
pursuing his rights and giving other peoples' full rights, then there is no sin on him if he 
commits an honest mistake after trying his best and striving to do what is right. 



The Order for Just Testimony 

Allah said; 



(And whenever you give your word, say the truth even if a near relative is concerned.) This is 
similar to His statement, 



(0 you who believe! 9and out firmly for Allah as just witnesses.) 5:8 And there is a similar 
Ayah in Surat An-Nisa'. 3d Allah commands justice in action and statement, with both near 
relatives and distant relatives. Indeed, Allah orders justice for everyone at all times and in all 
situations. 

Fulfilling the Covenant of Allah is an Obligation 

Allah said next, 



(and fulfill the Covenant of Allah.) Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah commands: Fulfill Allah's 
commandments that He has ordered you. You will do so when you obey Him in what He 
commanded, refrain from what He prohibited and abide by His Book and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger . This constitutes fulfilling the covenant of Allah, 



(...This He commands you, that you may remember.) Allah says here, that this is what He has 
ordered and commanded, and He stressed its importance for you, 



(...that you may remember.), that you may be advised and thus refrain from what you used to 
do before this." 



(153. "And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they 
will separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may have Taqwa.") 

The Command to Follow Allah's Straight Path and to Avoid All Other 

Paths 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's statements, 



(And follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His path.), and, 



((Saying) that you should establish religion and make no divisions in it.) 42:13 , and similar 
Ayat in the Qur'an, "Allah commanded the believers to adhere to the Jama' ah and forbade 
them from causing divisions and disputes. He informed them that those before them were 
destroyed because of divisions and disputes in the religion of Allah." Similar was said by 
Mujahid and several others. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, 
"The Messenger of Allah drew a line with his hand (in the sand) and said, 



« » 

(This is Allah's path, leading straight.) He then drew lines to the right and left of that line and 
said, 



» 

« 

(These are the other paths, on each path there is a devil who calls to it.) He then recited, 



(And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will 
separate you away from His path.) 6:153 " Al-Hakim also recorded this Hadith and said; "Its 
chain is Sahih, but they did not record it." Imam Ahmad and ' Abd bin Humayd recorded (and 
this is the wording of Ahmad) that Jabir said; "We were sitting with the Prophet when he drew 
a line in front of him and said, 



« » 

(This is Allah's path.) He also drew two lines to its right and two lines to its left and said, 



« » 



(These are the paths of Shaytan.) He then placed his hand on the middle path and recited this 
Ayah; 



(And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will 
separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may have Taqwa.) 
Imam Ahmad, Ibn Majah, in the Book of the Sunnah in his Sunan, and Al-Bazzar collected this 
Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that a man asked Ibn Mas' ud, "What is As-Srat Al-Mustaqim (the 
straight path)" Ibn Mas' ud replied, "Muhammad left us at its lower end and its other end is in 
Paradise. To the right of this Path are other paths, and to the left of it are other paths, and 
there are men (on these paths) calling those who pass by them. Whoever goes on the other 
paths will end up in the Fire. Whoever takes the 9raight Path, will end up in Paradise." Ibn 
Mas' ud then recited the Ayah; 



(And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will 
separate you away from His path.)"' Imam Ahmad recorded that, An-Nawwas bin Sarrf an said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah has given a parable of the straight path, and on the two sides of this path, there are two 
walls containing door ways. On these door ways, there are curtains that are lowered down, on 
the gate of this path there is a caller heralding, x people! come and enter the straight path 
all together and do not divide. ' There is also another caller that heralds from above the path, 
who says when a person wants to remove the curtain on any of these doors, ' Woe to you! Do 
not open this door, for if you open it, you will enter it. The (straight) path is Islam, the two 
walls are Allah's set limits, the open doors lead to Allah's prohibitions, the caller on the gate of 
the path is Allah's Book (the Qur'an), while the caller from above the path is Allah's admonition 
in the heart of every Muslim.) At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith, and At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." Allah's statement, 



(so follow it, and follow not (other) paths...) describes Allah's path in the singular sense, 
because truth is one. Allah describes the other paths in the plural, because they are many and 
are divided. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from 
darknesses into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their supporters are Taghut (false 
deities), they bring them out from light into darknesses. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, 
and they will abide therein forever.) 2:257 



(154. Then, We gave Musa the Book the Tawrah , complete for that which is best, and 
explaining all things in detail and a guidance and a mercy that they might believe in the 
meeting with their Lord.) (155. And this is a blessed Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent 
down, so follow it and have Taqwa, so that you may receive mercy.) 

Praising the Tawrah and the Qur'an 

After Allah described the Qur'an by saying, 



(And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it...) He then praised the Tawrah and its 
Messenger, 



(Then, We gave Musa the Book...) Allah often mentions the Qur'an and the Tawrah together. 
Allah said, 



(And before this was the Scripture of Musa as a guide and a mercy. And this is a confirming 
Book in the Arabic language.) 46:12 . Allah said in the beginning of this Surah, 



(Say: "Who then sent down the Book which Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind 
which you have made into paper sheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing (much)") 6:91 , 
and 



(And this is a blessed Book which we have sent down. ..) 6:92 Allah said about the idolators, 



(But when the truth has come to them from Us, they say: "Why is he not given the like of what 
was given to Musa") 28:48 . Allah replied, 



("Did they not disbelieve in that which was given to Musa of old" They say: "Two kinds of magic 
the Tawrah and the Qur'an , each helping the other!" And they say: "Verily, in both we are 
disbelievers.") 28:48 Allah said about the Jinnsthat they said, 



("0 our people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent down after Musa, confirming what came 
before it, it guidesto the truth.") 46:30 Allah's statement, 



(...complete for that which is best, and explaining all things in detail...") means; 'We made 
the Book that We revealed to Musa, a complete and comprehensive Book, sufficient for what 
he needsto complete his Law.' Similarly, Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We wrote for him on the Tablets the lesson to be drawn from all things. ) 7:145 Allah's 
statement, 



(for that which is best,) means: ' as a reward for his doing right and obeying Our commands and 
orders.' Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Is there any reward for good other than what is best) 55:60 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried him with (certain) commands, which he 
fulfilled. He (Allah) said (to him), "Verily, I am going to make you an Imam for mankind.") 
2:124 and, 



y(And We made from among them (Children of Israel), leaders, giving guidance under Our 
command, when they were patient and believed with certainty in Our Ayat.) 32:24 Allah 
said; 



(and explaining all things in detail and a guidance and a mercy) praising the Book that Allah 
sent down to Musa, while, 



(. ..that they might believe in the meeting with their Lord. And this is a blessed Book (the 
Qur'an) which We have sent down, so follow it and have Taqwa so that you may receive mercy.) 
This calls to following the Qur'an. Allah encourages His servants to follow His Book (the Qur'an) 
and orders them to understand it, adhere to it and call to it. He also describes it as being 
blessed, for those who follow and implement it in this life and the Hereafter, because it is the 
Firm Rope of Allah. 



(156. Lest you should say: "The Book was sent down only to two sects before us, and for our 
part, we were in fact unaware of what they studied.") (157. Or lest you should say: "If only the 
Book had been sent down to us, we would surely have been better guided than they." So now 
has come unto you a clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy. Who then does 
more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah and Sadafa away therefrom We shall 
requite those who turn away from Our Ayat with an evil torment, because of their turning 
away.) 



The Qur'an is Allah's Proof Against His Creation 

Ibn Jarir commented on the Ayah, "The Ayah means, this is a Book that We sent down, so that 
you do not say, 



("The Book was sent down only to two sects before us.") This way, you will have no excuse. 
Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Otherwise, they would have suffered a calamity because of what their hands sent forth, and 
said: "Our Lord! Why did You not send us a Messenger We would then have followed Your 
Ayat.") 28:47 ."The Ayah, 



(to two sects before us) refers to the Jews and Christians, according to Al i bin Abi Talhah who 
narrated it from Ibn 'Abbas. Smilar was reported from Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and several 
others. Allah's statement, 



("...and for our part, we were in fact unaware of what they studied.") meaning: 'we did not 
understand what they said because the revelation was not in our tongue. We, indeed, were 
busy and unaware of their message,' so they said. Allah said next, 



(Or lest you should say: "If only the Book had been sent down to us, we would surely, have been 
better guided than they.") meaning: We also refuted this excuse, had you used it, lest you say, 
"If a Book was revealed to us, just as they received a Book, we would have been better guided 
than they are." Allah also said. 



(And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a warner came to them, they would be 
more guided than any of the nations (before them).) 35:42 Allah replied here, 



(So now has come unto you a clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy.) Allah 
says, there has come to you from Allah a Glorious Qur'an revealed to Muhammad , the Arab 
Prophet. In it is the explanation of the lawful and unlawful matters, guidance for the hearts 
and mercy from Allah to His servants who follow and implement it. Allah said; 



(Who then does more wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah and Sadafa away 
therefrom) This refers to the one who neither benefited from what the Messenger brought, nor 
followed what he was sent with by abandoning all other ways. Rather, he Sadafa from following 
the Ayat of Allah, meaning, he discouraged and hindered people from following it. This is the 
explanation of As-Suddi for Sadafa, while Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said that Sadafa 
means, he turned away from it. 



(158. Do they then wait for anything other than that the angels should come to them, or that 
your Lord should come, or that some of the Sgnsof your Lord should come! The day that some 
of the signs of your Lord do come, no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed 
not before, nor earned good with his faith. Say: "Wait you! We (too) are waiting.") 

The Disbelievers Await the Commencement of the Hereafter, or 

Some of its Portents 

Allah sternly threatens the disbelievers, those who defy His Messengers, deny His Ayat and 
hinder from His path, 



(Do they then wait for anything other than that the angels should come to them, or that your 
Lord (Allah) should come...) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(or that some of the signs of your Lord should come! The day that some of the signs of your 
Lord do come no good will it do to a person to believe then.) Before the commencement of the 
Day of Resurrection, there will come signs and portents of the Last Hour that will be witnessed 
by the people living at that time. In a section explaining this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The Last Hour will not commence until the sun rises from the west. When the people witness 
that, they will all believe. This is when. 



(no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed not before.)) Ibn Jarir recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Three, if they appear, then a soul will not benefit from its faith, if it had not believed before 
or earned good in its faith: when the sun rises from the west, Ad-Dajjal and the Beast of the 
earth.) Ahmad also recorded this Hadith, and in his narration, the Prophet mentioned the 
Smoke. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Amr bin Jarir said, "Three Muslim men sat with Marwan in 
Al-Madinah and they heard him talking about the signs (of the Last Hour). He said that the first 
sign will be the appearance of Ad-Dajjal. So these men went to 'Abdullah bin 'Amr and told 
him what they heard from Marwan about the signs. Ibn 'Amr said, Marwan said nothing. I 
remember that I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 



(The first of the signs to appear are the sun rising from the west and the Beast that appears in 
the early morning. Whichever comes before the other, then the second sign will appear soon 
after it.") Then 'Abdullah said - and he used to read the Scriptures - "And I think the first of 
them is the sun rising from the west. That is because when it sets it comes under the Throne, 
prostrates and seeks permission to return. So it is permitted to return until Allah wants it to 
rise from the west. So it does as it normally would, it comes beneath the Throne, it prostrates 
and seeks permission to return. But it will get no response. Then it will seek permission to 
return again , but it will get no response, until what Allah wills of the night to pass goes by, 



and it realizesthat if it is permitted to return it would not be able to reach the east. It says; 
x My Lord! The east is so far, what good would I be to the people' Until the horizons appear as a 
light less ring, it seeks permission to return and is told; " Rise from your place,' so it rises upon 
the people from where it set." Then he recited, 



(no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed not before,) This was also 
recorded by Muslim in his Sahih, and Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah in their Sunans. Allah's 
statement, 



(no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed not before,) means, when the 
disbeliever believes then, it will not be accepted from him. As for those who were believers 
before, if they earned righteous deeds, they will have earned a great deal of good. If they had 
not done good nor repented before then, it will not be accepted from them, according to the 
Hadithsthat we mentioned. This is also the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(...nor earned good through his faith. ) meaning, one's good deeds will not be accepted from 
him unless he performed good deeds before. Allah said next, 



(Say: "Wait you! We (too) are waiting.") This is a stern threat to the disbelievers and a sure 
promise for those who delay embracing the faith and repenting until a time when faith or 
repentance shall not avail. This will occur when the sun rises from the west because the Last 
Hour will then be imminent and its major signs will have begun to appear. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(Do they then await (anything) other than the Hour, that it should come upon them suddenly 
But some of its portents have already come; and when it is upon them, how can they benefit 
then by their reminder) 47:18 , and, 



(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah alone and reject (all) that 
we used to associate with Him as partners." Then their faith could not avail them when they 
saw Our punishment.) 40:84-85 



(159. Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you have no concern with 
them in the least. Their affair is only with Allah, Who then will tell them what they used to 
do.) 

Criticizing Division in the Religion 

Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said that this Ayah was revealed about the Jews 
and Christians. AI-'Awfi said that Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



(Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects...) "Before Muhammad was sent, 
the Jews and Christians disputed and divided into sects. When Muhammad was sent, Allah 
revealed to him, 



(Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you have no concern with them 
in the least.) It is apparent that this Ayah refers to all those who defy the religion of Allah, or 
revert from it. Allah sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth so that He 
makes it victorious and dominant above all religions. His Law is one and does not contain any 
contradiction or incongruity. Therefore, those who dispute in the religion, 



(...and break up into sects,) religious sects, just like those who follow the various sects, desires 
and misguidance - then Allah has purified His Messenger from their ways. In a similar Ayah, 
Allah said, 



(He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh, and that which 
We have revealed to you.) 42:13 AHadith reads, 



« » 

(We, the Prophets, are half brothers but have one religion.) This, indeed, is the straight path 
which the Messengers have brought and which commands worshipping Allah alone without 
partners and adhering to the Law of the last Messenger whom Allah sent. All other paths are 
types of misguidance, ignorance, sheer opinion and desires; and as such, the Messengers are 
free from them. Allah said here, 



(You have no concern with them in the least...) 6:159 . Allah's statement, 



(Their affair is only with Allah, Who then will tell them what they used to do.) is similar to His 
statement, 



(Verily, those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians, and 
the Majus, and those who worship others besides Allah; truly, Allah will judge between them on 



the Day of Resurrection.) 22:17 eAllah then mentioned His kindness in His decisions and His 
justice on the Day of Resurrection, when He said, 



(160. Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, and 
whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will 
not be wronged.) 

The Good Deed is Multiplied Tenfold, While the Sin is Recompensed 

with the Same 

This Ayah explainsthe general Ayah; 



(Whoever comes with good, then he will receive better than that.) 28:84 There are several 
Hadithsthat are in agreement with the apparent wording of this honorable Ayah. Imam Ahmad 
bin Hanbal recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said about his Lord, 



» 



« 



(Your Lord is Most Merciful. Whoever intendsto perform a good deed and does not do it, it will 
be written for him as a good deed. If he performs it, it will be written for him as ten deeds, to 
seven hundred, to multifold. Whoever intendsto commit an evil deed, but does not do it, it 
will be written for him as a good deed. If he commits it, it will be written for him as a sin, 
unless Allah erases it. Only those who deserve destruction will be destroyed by Allah.) Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. Ahmad also recorded that Abu Dharr 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah says, 'Whoever performs a good deed, will have tenfold for it and more. Whoever 
commits a sin, then his recompense will be the same, unless I forgive. Whoever commits the 
earth's fill of sins and then meets Me while associating none with Me, I will give him its fill of 
forgiveness. Whoever draws closer to Me by a hand's span, I will draw closer to him by a 
forearm's length. Whoever draws closer to Me by a forearm's length, I will draw closer to him by 
an arm's length. And whoever comes to Me walking, I will come to him running.') Muslim also 
collected this Hadith. Know that there are three types of people who refrain from committing a 
sin that they intended. There are those who refrain from committing the sin because they fear 
Allah, and thus will have written for them a good deed as a reward. This type contains both a 
good intention and a good deed. In some narrations of the Sahih, Allah says about this type, "He 
has left the sin for My sake." Another type does not commit the sin because of forgetfulness or 
being busy attending to other affairs. This type of person will neither earn a sin, nor a reward. 
The reason being that, this person did not intend to do good, nor commit evil. Some people 
abandon the sin because they were unable to commit it or due to laziness, after trying to 
commit it and seeking the means that help commit it. This person is just like the person who 
commitsthe sin. There is an authentic Hadith that states, 



» 



« 



(When two Muslims meet with their swords, then the killer and the killed will be in the Fire.) 
They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! We know about the killer, so what about the killed" He said, 



« » 

(He was eager to kill his companion.) Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani said that Abu Malik Al- 
Asff ari said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Friday (prayer) to the next Friday (preayer), plus three more days, erase whatever was 
committed (of sins) between them. This is because Allah says: Whoever brings a good deed 
shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit) Abu Dharr narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever fasts three days every month, will have fasted all the time.) Ahmad, An-Nasa'i, and 
Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith, and this is Ahmad's wording. At-Tirmidhi also recorded it with 
this addition; 



« » 

(So Allah sent down affirmation of this statement in His Book, ) 



(Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit,) 



« » 



(Therefore, a day earns ten days.) At-Tirmidhi said; "This Hadith is Hasan". There are many 
other Hadiths and statements on this subject, but what we mentioned should be sufficient, 
Allah willing, and our trust is in Him. 



(161. Say: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of 
Ibrahim, Hanifan (monotheism) and he was not of the Mushrikin.") (162. Say: "Verily, my Salah, 
my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that exists.") (163. "He has 
no partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of the Muslims.") 



Islam is the Straight Path 

Allah commands His Prophet , the chief of the Messengers, to convey the news of being guided 
to Allah's straight path. This path is neither wicked, nor deviant, 



(aright religion...) that is, established on firm grounds, 



(The religion of Ibrahim, Hanifan and he was not of the Mushrikin.) Allah said in similar Ayat, 



(And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim except him who deludes himself) 2:130 
and, 



(And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive. He has chosen you, and has not laid 
upon you in religion any hardship: it is the religion of your father Ibrahim.) 22:78 , and, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah (or a nation), obedient to Allah, a Hanif , and he was not one of 
the Mushrikin. (He was) thankful for His (Allah's) favors. He (Allah) chose him (as an intimate 
friend) and guided him to a straight path. And We gave him good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter he shall be of the righteous. Then, We have sent the revelation to you (saying): 
"Follow the religion of Ibrahim, (he was a) Hanif, and he was not of the Mushrikin") 16:120- 
123 . Ordering the Prophet to follow the religion of Ibrahim, the Hanifiyyah, does not mean 
that Prophet Ibrahim reached more perfection in it than our Prophet . Rather, our Prophet 
perfectly established the religion and it was completed for him; and none before him reached 
this level of perfection. This is why he is the Final Prophet, the chief of all the Children of 
Adam who holds the station of praise and glory, the honor of intercession on the Day of 
Resurrection. All creation (on that Day) will seek him, even Ibrahim the friend of Allah, peace 
be upon him to request the beginning of Judgement . Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "The Messenger of Allah was asked, " Which religion is the best with Allah, the Exalted' He 
said, 



« » 

(Al-Hanifiyyah As-Samhah (the easy monotheism))" 

The Command for Sincerity in Worship 

Allah said next, 



(Say: "Verily, my Salah, my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the all 
that exists.") Allah commands the Prophet to inform the idolators who worship other than Allah 
and sacrifice to something other than Him, that he opposes them in all this, for his prayer is for 
Allah, and his rituals are in His Name alone, without partners. Allah said in a similar statement, 



(Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice.) 108:2 , meaning, make your prayer and 
sacrifice for Allah alone. As for the idolators, they used to worship the idols and sacrifice to 
them, so Allah commanded the Prophet to defy them and contradict their practices. Allah, the 
Exalted, commanded him to dedicate his intention and heart to being sincere for Him alone. 
Mujahid commented, 



(Verily, my prayer and my Nusuk...) refers to sacrificing during Hajj and ' Umrah. 

Islam is the Religion of all Prophets 

The Ayah, 



(and I am the first of the Muslims.) means, from this Ummah, according to Qatadah. This is a 
sound meaning, because all Prophets before our Prophet were calling to Islam, which 
commands worshipping Allah alone without partners. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the 
right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me.") 21:25 Allah informed us that Nuh said to his 
people, 



(But if you turn away, then no reward have I asked of you, my reward is only from Allah, and I 
have been commanded to be of the Muslims.) 10:72 Allah said, 



(And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim except him who deludes himself Truly, We 
chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous. When his 
Lord said to him, "Submit (i.e. be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to 
the Lord of the all that exists." And this was enjoined by Ibrahim upon his sons and by Ya' qub 
(saying), "0 my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except as 
Muslims.") 2:130-132 . Yusuf, peace be upon him, said, 



(My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me something of the 
interpretation of dreams -- the (Only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Wali 
(Protector) in this world and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die as a Muslim, and join me with 
the righteous.) 12:101 Musa said, 



(And Musa said: "0 my people! If you have believed in Allah, then put your trust in Him if you 
are Muslims." They said: "In Allah we put our trust. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the folk 
who are wrongdoers. And save us by your mercy from the disbelieving folk") 10:84-86 Allah 
said, 



(Verily, We did send down the Tawrah, therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, 
who submitted themselves to Allah's will, judged for the Jews. And the rabbis and the priests 
did also .) 5:44 , and, 



(And when I (Allah) inspired Al-Hawariyyun (the disciples) of " Isa to believe in Me and My 
Messenger, they said: "We believe. And bear witnessthat we are Muslims.") 5:111 Therefore, 
Allah states that He sent all His Messengers with the religion of Islam, although their respective 
laws differed from each other, and some of them abrogated others. Later on, the Law sent 
with Muhammad abrogated all previous laws and nothing will ever abrogate it, forever. 
Certainly, Muhammad's Law will always be apparent and its flags raised high, until the Day of 
Resurrection. The Prophet said, C 



« » 

(We, the Prophets, are half brothers, but our religion is one.) Half brothers, mentioned in the 
Hadith, refers to the brothers to one father, but different mothers. Therefore, the religion, 
representing the one father, is one; worshipping Allah alone without partners, even though the 



laws which are like the different mothers in this parable, are different. Allah the Most High 
knows best. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'AM said that when the Messenger of Allah used to 
start the prayer with Takbir saying, "Allahu Akbar" (Allah is the Great) he would then 
supplicate, 



» 



« 



(I have directed my face towards He Who has created the heavens and earth, Hanifan and I am 
not among the Mushrikin. Certainly, my prayer, sacrifice, living and dying are all for Allah, Lord 
of the worlds.) 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! You are the King, there is no deity worthy of worship except You. You are my Lord 
and I am Your servant. I have committed wrong against myself and admitted to my error, so 
forgive me all my sins. Verily, You, only You forgive the sins. (0 Allah!) Direct me to the best 
conduct, for none except You directs to the best conduct. Divert me from the worst conduct, 
for only You divert from the worst conduct. Glorified and Exalted You are. I seek Your 
forgiveness and repent to You.) This Hadith, which was also recorded by Muslim in the Sahih, 
continues and mentions the Prophet's supplication in his bowing, prostrating and final sitting 
positions. 



(164. Say: "Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He is the Lord of all things No person 
earns any (sin) except against himself (only), and no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of 
another. Then unto your Lord is your return, so He will tell you that wherein you have been 
differing.") 

The Command to Sincerely Trust in Allah 

Allah said, 



(Say), Muhammad , to those idolators, about worshipping Allah alone and trusting in Him, 



(Shall I seek a lord other than Allah...) 6:164 , 



(while He is the Lord of all things ) and Who protects and saves me and governs all my affairs 
But, I only trust in Him and go back to Him, because He is the Lord of everything, Owner of all 
things and His is the creation and the decision. This Ayah commands sincerely trusting Allah, 
while the Ayah before it commands sincerely worshipping Allah alone without partners. These 
two meanings are often mentioned together in the Qur'an. Allah directs His servants to 
proclaim, 



(You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for help (for each and every thing).) 1: 
Allah said, 



(So worship Him and put your trust in Him.) 11:123 , and 



(Say: "He is the Most Gracious (Allah), in Him we believe, and in Him we put our trust".) 
67:29 , and, 



(Lord of the east and the west; none has the right to be worshipped but He. So take Him a 
guardian.) 73:9 There are similar Ayat on this subject. 

Every Person Carries His Own Burden 

Allah said, 



(No person earns any (sin) except against himself (only), and no bearer of burdens shall bear 
the burden of another.) thus emphasizing Allah's reckoning, decision and justice that will occur 
on the Day of Resurrection. The souls will only be recompensed for their deeds, good for good 
and evil for evil. No person shall carry the burden of another person, a fact that indicates 
Allah's perfect justice. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted even 
though he be near of kin.) 35:18 , and, 



(Then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any curtailment (of his reward).) 20:112 
Scholars of Tafsir commented, "No person will be wronged by carrying the evil deeds of another 
person, nor will his own good deeds be curtailed or decreased." Allah also said; 



(Every person is a pledge for what he has earned. Except those on the Right.) 74:38-39 , 
meaning, every person will be tied to his evil deeds. But, for those on the right -- the believers 
-- the blessing of their good works will benefit their offspring and relatives, as well. Allah said 
in Surat At-Tur, 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, to them shall We join their 
offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.) 52:21 , meaning, 
We shall elevate their offspring to their high grades in Paradise, even though the deeds of the 
offspring were less righteous, since they shared faith with them in its general form. Allah says, 
We did not decrease the grades of these righteous believers so that those (their offspring and 
relatives) who have lesser grades, can share the same grades as them. Rather Allah elevated 
the lesser believers to the grades of their parents by the blessing of their parents' good works, 
by His favor and bounty. Allah said next (in Surat At-Tur), 



(Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.) 52:21 , meaning, of evil. Allah's 
statement here, 



(Then unto your Lord is your return, so He will tell you that wherein you have been differing.) 
means, work you (disbelievers), and we will also work. Surely, both you and us will be gathered 
to Allah and He will inform us of our deeds and your deeds and the decision on what we used to 
dispute about in the life of thisworld. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be asked of what you do." Say: "Our 
Lord will assemble us all together, then He will judge between us with truth. And He is the Just 
Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of affairs.") 34:25-26 . 



(165. And it is He Who has made you generations coming after generations, replacing each 
other on the earth. And He has raised you in ranks, some above others that He may try you in 
that which He has bestowed on you. Surely, your Lord is Swift in retribution, and certainly He is 
Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

Allah Made Mankind Dwellers on the earth, Generation After 
Generation, of Various Grades, in order to Test Them 

Allah said, 



(And it is He Who has made you generations coming after generations, replacing each other on 
the earth.) meaning, He made you dwell on the earth generation after generation, century 
after century and offspring after forefathers, according to Ibn Zayd and others. Allah also said, 



(And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace you on the earth) 43:60 , and, 



(And makes you inheritors of the Earth, generations after generations.) 27:62 , and 



(Verily, I am going to place (mankind) generations after generations on earth.) 2:30 , and, 



(It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you successors on the earth, so 
that He may see how you act.) 7:129 Allah's statement, 



(And He has raised you in ranks, some above others,) means, He has made you different from 
each other with regards to provision, conduct, qualities, evilness, shapes, color of skin, and so 
forth, and He hasthe perfect wisdom in all this. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this world, and We raised some of 
them above others in ranks, so that some may employ others in their work.) 43:32 , and, 



(See how We prefer one above another (in this world), and verily, the Hereafter will be greater 
in degrees and greater in preferment.) 17:21 Allah's statement, 



(that He may try you in that which He has bestowed on you.) means, so that He tests you in 
what He has granted you, for Allah tries the rich concerning his wealth and will ask him about 
how he appreciated it. He also tries the poor concerning his poverty and will ask him about his 
patience with it. Muslim recorded that Abu Sa* id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, this life is beautiful and green, and Allah made you dwell in it generation after 
generation so that He sees what you will do. Therefore, beware of this life and beware of 
women, for the first trial that the Children of Israel suffered from was with women.) Allah's 
statement, 



(Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) this 
is both discouragement and encouragement, by reminding the believers that Allah is swift in 
reckoning and punishment with those who disobey Him and defy His Messengers, 



(And certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) for those who take Him as protector and 
follow His Messengers in the news and commandments they conveyed. Allah often mentions 
these two attributes together in the Qur'an. Allah said, 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is (also) severe in punishment) 13:6 , and, 



(Declare unto My servants, that truly, I am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And that My 
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) 15:49-50 There are similar Ayat that contain 
encouragement and discouragement. Sometimes Allah calls His servants to Him with 
encouragement, describing Paradise and making them eager for what He has with Him. 
Sometimes, He calls His servants with discouragement, mentioning the Fire and its torment and 
punishment, as well as, the Day of Resurrection and itshorrors. Sometimes Allah mentions both 
so that each person is affected by it according to his or her qualities. We ask Allah that He 
makes us among those who obey what He has commanded, avoid what He has prohibited, and 
believe in Him as He has informed. Certainly, He is Near, hears and answers the supplication, 
and He is the Most Kind, Generous and Bestowing. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(If the believer knew Allah's punishment, no one will hope in entering His Paradise. And if the 
disbeliever knew Allah's mercy, no one will feel hopeless of acquiring Paradise. Allah created a 
hundred kinds of mercy. He sent down one of them to His creation, and they are merciful to 
each other on that account. With Allah, there remains ninety-nine kinds of mercy.) Muslim and 
At-Tirmidhi also recorded this Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan". Abu Hurayrah narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When Allah created the creation, He wrote in a Book, and this Book is with Him above the 
Throne: ' My mercy overcomes My anger.') This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-An' am, all 
the thanks and appreciation for Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-A raf 



(Chapter - 7) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif-Lam-Mim-Sad.) (2. (This is the) Book (the Qur'an) sent down unto you, so let not your 
breast be narrow therefrom, that you warn thereby; and a reminder unto the believers.) (3. 
Follow what has been sent down unto you from your Lord, and follow not any Awliya' 
(protectors), besides Him (Allah). Little do you remember!) We mentioned before the 
explanation of the letters such as, Alif-Lam, that are in the beginning of some Surahs in the 
Qur'an . 



((This is the) Book (the Qur'an) sent down unto you (0 Muhammad)), from your Lord, 



(so let not your breast be narrow therefrom,) meaning, having doubt about it according to 
Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi. It was also said that the meaning here is: 'do not hesitate to 
convey the Qur'an and warn with it,' 



(Therefore be patient as did the Messengers of strong will) 46:35 . Allah said here, 



(that you warn thereby) meaning, 'We sent down the Qur'an so that you may warn the 
disbelievers with it,' 



(and a reminder unto the believers). Allah then said to the world, 



(Follow what has been sent down unto you from your Lord) meaning, follow and imitate the 
unlettered Prophet , who brought you a Book that was revealed for you, from the Lord and 
master of everything. 



(and follow not any Awliya', besides Him (Allah)) meaning, do not disregard what the Messenger 
brought you and follow something else, for in this case, you will be deviating from Allah's 
judgment to the decision of someone else. Allah's statement, 



(Little do you remember!) is similar to, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly) 12:103 , and; 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's 
path) 6:116 , and, 



(And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him) 12:106 



(4. And a great number of towns We destroyed. Our torment came upon them by night or while 
they were taking their midday nap.) (5. No cry did they utter when Our torment came upon 
them but this: "Verily, we were wrongdoers.") (6. Then surely, We shall question those (people) 
to whom it was sent and verily, We shall question the Messengers.) (7. Then surely, We shall 
narrate unto them (their whole story) with knowledge, and indeed We have not been absent.) 

Nations that were destroyed 

Allah said, 



(And a great number of towns We destroyed.) for defying Our Messengers and rejecting them. 
This behavior led them to earn disgrace in this life, which led them to disgrace in the 
Hereafter. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And indeed (many) Messengers before you were mocked at, but their scoffers were surrounded 
by the very thing that they used to mock at) 6:10 , and 



(And many a township did We destroy while they were given to wrongdoing, so that it lie in 
ruins (up to this day), and (many) a deserted well and lofty castle!) 22:45 , and, 



(And how many a town have We destroyed, which was thankless for its means of livelihood And 
those are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them except a little. And verily, 
We have been the heirs) 28:58 . Allah's saying, 



(Our torment came upon them by night or while they were taking their midday nap. ) means, 
Allah's command, torment and vengeance came over them at night or while taking a nap in the 
middle of the day. Both of these times are periods of rest and leisure or heedlessness and 
amusement. Allah also said 



(Did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of Our punishment by night 
while they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of 
Our punishment in the forenoon while they were playing) 7:97-98 and, 



(Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not sink them into the earth, or 
that the torment will not seize them from directions they perceive not Or that He may catch 
them in the midst of their going to and from, so that there be no escape for them Or that He 
may catch them with gradual wastage. Truly, Your Lord is indeed full of kindness, Most 
Merciful) 16:45-47 . Allah's saying; 



(No cry did they utter when Our torment came upon them but this: "Verily, we were 
wrongdoers.") This means, when the torment came to them, their cry was that they admitted 
their sins and that they deserved to be punished. Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We destroyed) 21:11 .until, 



(Extinct) 21:15 . Allah's saying. 



(Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent) is similar to the 
Ayat, 



(And (remember) the Day (Allah) will call them, and say: "What answer gave you to the 
Messengers") 28:65 , and, 



(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was the 
response you received" They will say: "We have no knowledge, verily, only You are the Knower 
of all that is unseen.") 5:109 . Allah will question the nations, on the Day of Resurrection, how 



they responded to His Messengers and the Messages He sent them with. He will also question 
the Messengers if they conveyed His Messages. So, 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
x Abbas, who said commenting on the Ayah: 



(Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent and verily, We 
shall question the Messengers.) He said; "About what they conveyed." Ibn ' Abbas commented 
on Allah's statement, 



(Then surely, We shall narrate unto them (their whole story) with knowledge, and indeed We 
have not been absent.) "The Book will be brought forth on the Day of Resurrection and it will 
speak, disclosing what they used to do." 



(and indeed We have not been absent) meaning, On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will inform 
His servants about what they said and did, whether substantial or minor. Certainly, He 
witnesses to everything, nothing escapes His observation, and He is never unaware of anything. 
Rather, He has perfect knowledge of what the eyes are deluded by and what the hearts 
conceal, 



(Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 6:59 



(8. And the weighing on that Day will be the true (weighing). 3d, as for those whose scale (of 
good deeds) will be heavy, they will be the successful (by entering Paradise).) (9. And as for 
those whose scale will be light, they are those who will lose themselves for their wrongful 
behavior with Our Ayat.) 

The Meaning of weighing the Deeds 

Allah said, 



(And the weighing), of deeds on the Day of Resurrection, 



(will be the true (weighing)), for Allah will not wrong anyone. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And We shall set up the Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
Sufficient are We to take account.) 21:47 , 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good (done), 
He doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) 4:40 , 



(Then as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will be heavy. He will live a pleasant life (in 
Paradise). But as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will be light. He will have his home in 
Hawiyah (pit, Hell). And what will make you know what it is (It is) a fiercely blazing Fire!) 
101:6-11 and, 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another. Then, those whose scales (of good deeds) are heavy, they are the 
successful. And those whose scales (of good deeds) are light, they are those who lose 
themselves, in Hell will they abide) 23:101-103 . As for what will be placed on the Balance on 
the Day of Resurrection, it has been said that the deeds will be placed on it, even though they 
are not material objects. Allah will give these deeds physical weight on the Day of 
Resurrection. Al-Baghawi said that this was reported from Ibn 'Abbas. It is recorded in the 
Sahih that Al-Baqarah (chapter 2) and Al " Imran (chapter 3) will come on the Day of 
Resurrection in the shape of two clouds, or two objectsthat provide shade, or two lined groups 
of birds. It is also recorded in the Sahih that the Qur'an will come to its companion (who used 
to recite and preserve it) in the shape of a pale-faced young man. He will ask (the young man), 
"Who are you" He will reply, "I am the Qur'an, who made you stay up sleeplessly at night and 
caused you thirst in the day. " The Hadith that Al-Bara' narrated about the questioning in the 
grave states, 



» 

« : : 

(A young man with fair color and good scent will come to the believer, who will ask, " Who are 
you' He will reply, ' I am your good deeds'). The Prophet mentioned the opposite in the case of 
the disbeliever and the hypocrite. It was also said that the Book of Records that contains the 
deeds will be weighed. A Hadith states that a man will be brought forth and ninety-nine scrolls 
containing errors and sins will be placed on one side of the balance each as long as the sight 



can reach. He will then be brought a card on which ' La ilaha illallah' will be written. He will 
say, "0 Lord! What would this card weigh against these scrolls" Allah will say, "You will not be 
wronged." Sb the card will be placed on the other side of the Balance, and as the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(Behold! The (ninety-nine) scrolls will go up, as the card becomes heavier.) At-Tirmidhi 
recorded similar wording for this Hadith and said that it is authentic. It was also said that the 
person who performed the deed will be weighed. A Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, a fat man will be brought forth, but he will not weigh with Allah 
equal to the wing of a mosquito). He then recited the Ayah, 



(And on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them) 18:105 . Also, the 
Prophet said about " Abdullah bin Mas' ud, 



» 



« 



(Do you wonder at the thinness of his legs By He in Whose Hand is my soul! They are heavier on 
the Balance than (Mount) Uhud.) It is also possible to combine the meanings of these Ayat and 
Hadiths by stating that all this will truly occur, for sometimes the deeds will be weighed, 
sometimes the scrolls where they are recorded will be weighed, and sometimes those who 
performed the deeds will be weighed. Allah knows best. 



(10. And surely, We gave you authority on the earth and appointed for you therein livelihoods. 
Little thanks do you give.) 



All Bounties in the Heavens and Earth are for the Benefit of 

Mankind 

Allah reminds of His favor on His servants in that He made the earth a fixed place for dwelling, 
placed firm mountains and rivers on it and made homes and allowed them to utilize its 
benefits. Allah made the clouds work for them (bringing rain) so that they may produce their 
sustenance from them. He also created the ways and means of earnings, commercial activities 
and other professions. Yet, most of them give liltle thanks for this. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if you count the blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. Verily, man is 
indeed a wrongdoer, an ingrate.) 14:34 



(11. And surely, We created you and then gave you shape; then We told the angels, "Prostrate 
yourselves to Adam," and they prostrated, except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused to be of those who 
prostrated.) 



Prostration of the Angels to Adam and Shaytan's Arrogance 

Allah informs the Children of Adam about the honor of their father and the enmity of Shaytan, 
who still has envy for them and for their father Adam. So they should beware of him and not 
follow in his footsteps. Allah said, 



(And surely, We created you and then gave you shape; then We told the angels, "Prostrate 
yourselvesto Adam," and they prostrated,) This is like His saying, 



(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "I am going to create a man from dried 
(sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when I have fashioned him completely and breathed into 
him the soul (which I created for him), then fall (you) down prostrating yourselves unto him.") 
15:28-29 . After Allah created Adam with His Hands from dried clay of altered mud and made 
him in the shape of a human being, He blew life into him and ordered the angels to prostrate 
before him, honoring Allah's glory and magnificence. The angels all heard, obeyed and 
prostrated, but Iblis did not prostrate. We explained this subject in the beginning of Surat Al- 
Baqarah. Therefore, the Ayah (7:11) refers to Adam, although Allah used the plural in this case, 
because Adam is the father of all mankind. Similarly, Allah said to the Children of Israel who 
lived during the time of the Prophet , 



(And We shaded you with clouds and sent down on you manna and the quail,) 2:57 This refers 
to their forefathers who lived during the time of Moses. But, since that was a favor given to the 
forefathers, and they are their very source, then the offspring have also been favored by it. 
This is not the case in: 



(And indeed We created man out of an extract of clay (water and earth.)) 23:12 For this 
merely means that Adam was created from clay. His children were created from Nutfah (mixed 
male and female sexual discharge). This last Ayah is thus talking about the origin of mankind, 
not that they were all created from clay, and Allah knows best. 



(12. (Allah) said: "What prevented you (0 Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I commanded 
you" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created me from fire, and him You created 
from clay.") Allah said, 



(What prevented you (0 Iblis) that you did not prostrate) 7: 12 meaning, what stopped and 
hindered you from prostrating after I ordered you to do so, according to Ibn Jarir. This meaning 
is sound, and Allah knows best. Iblis, may Allah curse him, said, 



(I am better than him (Adam)), and this excuse is worse than the crime itself! Shaytan said that 
he did not obey Allah because he who is better cannot prostrate to he who is less. Shaytan, 
may Allah curse him, meant that he is better than Adam, "So how can You order me to 
prostrate before him" Shaytan said that he is better than Adam because he was created from 
fire while, "You created him from clay, and fire is better." The cursed one looked at the origin 
of creation not at the honor bestowed, that is, Allah creating Adam with His Hand and blowing 
life into him. Shaytan made a false comparison when confronted by Allah's command, 



("Then you fall down prostrate to him") 38:72 . Therefore, Shaytan alone contradicted the 
angels, because he refused to prostrate. He, thus, became ' Ablasa' from the mercy, meaning, 
lost hope in acquiring Allah's mercy. He committed this error, may Allah curse him, due to his 
false comparison. His claim that the fire is more honored than mud was also false, because 
mud has the qualities of wisdom, for - bearance, patience and assurance, mud is where plants 
grow, flourish, increase, and provide good. To the contrary, fire has the qualities of burning, 
recklessness and hastiness. Therefore, the origin of creation directed Shaytan to failure, while 
the origin of Adam led him to return to Allah with repentance, humbleness, obedience and 
submission to His command, admitting his error and seeking Allah's forgiveness and pardon for 
it. Muslim recorded that ' Aishah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The angels were created from light, Shaytan from a smokeless flame of fire, while Adam was 
created from what was described to you). 

Iblis was the First to use Qiyas (Analogical Comparison) 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Hasan commented on Shaytan's statement, 



("You created me from fire, and him You created from clay.") "Iblis used Qiyas analogy , and 
he was the first one to do so." This statement has an authentic chain of narration. Ibn Jarir 
recorded that Ibn Sirin said, "The first to use Qiyas was Iblis, and would the sun and moon be 
worshipped if it was not for Qiyas" This statement also has an authentic chain of narration. 



(13. (Allah) said: "(O Iblis) get down from this (Paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant here. 
Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced.") (14. (Iblis) said: "Allow me respite till 
the Day they are raised up (the Day of Resurrection).") (15. (Allah) said: "You are of those 
respited.") Allah ordered Iblis; 



(Get down from this) "because you defied My command and disobeyed Me. Get out, it is not for 
you to be arrogant here," in Paradise, according to the scholars of Tafsir. It could also refer to 
particular status which he held in the utmost highs. Allah said to Iblis, 



(Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced.) as just recompense for his ill 
intentions, by giving him the opposite of what he intended (arrogance). This is when the cursed 
one remembered and asked for respite until the Day of Judgment, 



(Then allow me respite till the Day they are raised up. (Allah) said: "Then you are of those 
respited.") 15: 36-37 Allah gave Shaytan what he asked for out of His wisdom, being His 
decision and decree, that is never prevented or resisted. Surely, none can avert His decision, 
and He is swift in reckoning. 



(16. (Iblis) said: "Because You have 'Aghwaytni', surely, I will sit in wait against them (human 
beings) on Your straight path. (17. "Then I will come to them from before them and behind 
them, from their right and from their left, and You will not find most of them to be thankful.") 
Allah said that after He gave respite to Shaytan, 



(till the Day they are raised up (resurrected)) and Iblis was sure that he got what he wanted, 
he went on in defiance and rebellion. He said, 



("Because You have ' Aghwaytani', surely, I will sit in wait against them (human beings) on Your 
straight path.") meaning, as You have sent me astray. Ibn 'Abbas said that 'Aghwaytani' means, 
"Misguided me." Others said, "As You caused my ruin, I will sit in wait for Your servants whom 
You will create from the offspring of the one you expelled me for." He went on, 



(Your straight path), the path of truth and the way of safety. I (Iblis) will misguide them from 
this path so that they do not worship You Alone, because You sent me astray. Mujahid said that 
the 'straight path', refers to the truth. Imam Ahmad recorded that Saburah bin Abi Al-Fakih 
said that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 



» 



« 



» 



« 



(Shaytan sat in wait for the Son of Adam in all his paths. He sat in the path of Islam, saying, 
'Would you embrace Islam and abandon your religion and the religion of your forefathers' 
However, the Son of Adam disobeyed Shaytan and embraced Islam. So Shaytan sat in the path 
of Hijrah (migration in the cause of Allah), saying, 'Would you migrate and leave your land and 
sky 1 But the parable of the Muhajir is that of a horse in his stamina So, he disobeyed Shaytan 
and migrated. So Shaytan sat in the path of Jihad, against one's self and with his wealth, 
saying, ' If you fight, you will be killed, your wife will be married and your wealth divided.' So 
he disobeyed him and performed Jihad. Therefore, whoever among them (Children of Adam) 
does this and dies, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If he is 
killed, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If he drowns, it will be 
a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If the animal breaks his neck, it will be 
a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
" Abbas commented on: 



(Then I will come to them from before them) Raising doubts in them concerning their 
Hereafter, 



(and (from) behind them), making them more eager for this life, 



(from their right), causing them confusion in the religion, 



(and from their left) luring them to commit sins." This is meant to cover all paths of good and 
evil. Shaytan discourages the people from the path of good and lures them to the path of evil. 
Al-Hakam bin Abban said that ' Ikrimah narrated from Ibn ' Abbas concerning the Ayah, 



(Then I will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their 
left,) "He did not say that he will come from above them, because the mercy descends from 
above." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(and You will not find most of them to be thankful.) "means, those who single Him out in 
worship ." When Shaytan said this, it was a guess and an assumption on his part. Yet, the truth 
turned out to be the same, for Allah said, 



(And indeed Iblis (Shaytan) did prove true his thought about them, and they followed him, all 
except a group of true believers. And he had no authority over them, except that We might 
test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it. And your Lord is 
Watchful over everything.) 34:20-21 . tThis is why there is a Hadith that encourages seeking 
refuge with Allah from the lures of Shaytan from all directions. Imam Ahmad narrated that 
" Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah used to often recite this supplication in the 
morning and when the night falls, 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! I ask You for well-being in this life and the Hereafter. Allah! I ask You for pardon 
and well-being in my religion, life, family and wealth. Allah! Cover my errors and reassure 
me in times of difficulty. Allah! Protect me from before me, from behind me, from my right, 
from my left and from above me. I seek refuge with Your greatness from being killed from 
below me.)" WakP commented (about being killed from below), "This refers to earthquakes." 
Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim collected this Hadith, and Al-Hakim 
said, "Its chain isSahih. " 



(18. (Allah) said (to Iblis): "Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura. Whoever of them 
(mankind) will follow you, then surely, I will fill Hell with you all.") Allah emphasized His 
cursing, expelling, banishing and turning Shaytan away from the uppermost heights, saying; Ibn 
Jarir said, "As for Madh'um, it is disgraced." And he said, "Madhur is the distanced, that is, he is 
banished and expelled." * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "We do not know of any who 



is Madh'uh and Madhmum except for one." Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from At- 
Tamimi from Ibn ' Abbas, 



(Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura) "despised." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas commented on, 



(Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura) 7:18 "Belittled and despised", while As- 
Suddi commented, "Hateful and expelled." Qatadah commented, "Cursed and despised", while 
Mujahid said, "Expelled and banished." Ar-Rabr bin Anas said that ' Madh'um' means banished, 
while, ' Madhura' means belittled. Allah said, 



(Whoever of them (mankind) will follow you, then surely, I will fill Hell with you all.) This is 
similar to 



((Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of 
you (all) an ample recompense. And gradually delude those whom you can among them with 
your voice, make assaults on them with your cavalry and your infantry, share with them wealth 
and children, and make promises to them." But Shaytan promises them nothing but deceit. 
"Verily, My servants -- you have no authority over them. And All-Sufficient is your Lord as a 
Guardian.") 17:63-65 



(19. "And Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof as you both wish, but 
approach not this tree otherwise you both will be of the wrongdoers.) (20. Then Shaytan 
whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover that which was hidden from them of 
their private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should 
become angels or become of the immortals.") (21. And he Qasamahuma: "Verily, I am one of 
the sincere well-wishers for you both.") 

Shaytan's Deceit with Adam and Hawwa' and Their eating from the 

Forbidden Tree 

Allah states that He allowed Adam and his wife to dwell in Paradise and to eat from all of its 
fruits, except one tree. We have already discussed this in Surat Al-Baqarah. Thus, Shaytan 
envied them and plotted deceitfully, whispering and suggesting treachery. He wished to rid 
them of the various favors and nice clothesthat they were enjoying. 



(He (Shaytan) said) uttering lies and falsehood, 



("Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should become angels...") meaning, so that 
you do not become angels or dwell here for eternity. Surely, if you eat from this tree, you will 
attain both, he said. In another Ayah, 



(Shaytan whispered to him, saying: "0 Adam! Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a 
kingdom that will never waste away") 20:120 . Here, the wording is similar, so it means, 'so 
that you do not become angels' as in; 



((Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. ) 4:176 meaning, so that 
you do not go astray, and, 



(And He has affixed into the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you;) 
16:15 that is, so that the earth does not shake with you. 



(And he Qasamahuma), swore to them both by Allah, saying, 



("Verily, I am one of the sincere well-wishers for you both.") for I was here before you and thus 
have better knowledge of this place. It is a fact that the believer in Allah might sometimes 
become the victim of deceit. Qatadah commented on this Ayah, "Shaytan swore by Allah, 
saying, " I was created before you, and I have better knowledge than you. Therefore, follow me 
and I will direct you.'" 



(22. 3d he misled them with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that which was 
hidden from them of their shame (private parts) became manifest to them and they began to 
cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise. And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did I 
not forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Shaytan is an open enemy unto you") (23. They 
said: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your 
mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") Ubayy bin Ka' b said, "Adam was a tall man, about 
the height of a palm tree, and he had thick hair on his head. When he committed the error that 
he committed, his private part appeared to him while before, he did not see it. Sb he started 
running in fright through Paradise, but a tree in Paradise took him by the head. He said to it, 
" Release me,' but it said, * No, I will not release you.' Sb his Lord called him, ' Adam! Do you 
run away from Me' He said, ' Lord! I felt ashamed before You.'" Ibn Jarir and Ibn Marduwyah 
collected this statement using several chains of narration from Al-Hasan from Ubayy bin Ka' b 
who narrated it from the Prophet . However, relating the Hadith to Ubayy is more correct. Ibn 
" Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(And they began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise.) "Using fig leaves." This 
statement has an authentic chain of narration leading to Ibn 'Abbas. Mujahid said that they 
began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise, "Making them as a dress (or garment)." 
Commenting on Allah's statement, 



(Stripping them of their raiment) 7:27 Wahb bin Munabbih said, "The private parts of Adam 
and Hawwa' had a light covering them which prevented them from seeing the private parts of 
each other. When they ate from the tree, their private parts appeared to them." Ibn Jarir 
reported this statement with an authentic chain of narration. Abdur-Razzaq reported from 
Qatadah, "Adam said, 'O Lord! What if I repented and sought forgiveness' Allah said, 'Then, I 
will admit you into Paradise.' As for Shaytan, he did not ask for forgiveness, but for respite. 
Each one of them was given what he asked for." Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim commented, 



("Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your 
mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") "These are the words that Adam received from his 
Lord." 



(24. (Allah) said: "Get down, one of you an enemy to the other. On earth will be a dwelling 
place for you and an enjoyment for a time.") (25. He said: "Therein you shall live, and therein 
you shall die, and from it you shall be brought out (resurrected).") 



Sending Them All Down to Earth 

It was said that, 



(Get down), was addressed to Adam, Hawwa', Iblis and the snake. Some scholars did not 
mention the snake, and Allah knows best. The enmity is primarily between Adam and Iblis, and 
Hawwa' follows Adam in this regard. Allah said in Surah Ta Ha, 



("Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), both of you, together...") 20:123 . If the 
story about the snake is true, then it is a follower of Iblis. Some scholars mentioned the 
location on earth they were sent down, but these accounts are taken from the Israelite tales, 
and only Allah knows if they are true. If having known these areas was useful for the people in 
matters of religion or life, Allah would have mentioned them in His Book, and His Messenger 
would have mentioned them too. Allah's statement, 



(On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an enjoyment for a time.) means, on earth you 
will have dwellings and known, designated, appointed terms that have been recorded by the 
Pen, counted by Predestination and written in the First Record. 



(He (Allah) said: "Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and from it you shall be 
brought out (resurrected).") This Ayah is similar to Allah's other statement, 



(Thereof (the earth) We created you, and into it We shall return you, and from it We shall bring 
you out once again.) 20:55 . Allah states that He has made the earth a dwelling place for the 
Children of Adam, for the remainder of this earthly life. On it, they will live, die and be buried 
in their graves; and from it, they will be resurrected for the Day of Resurrection. On that Day, 
Allah will gather the first and last of creatures and reward or punish each according to his or 
her deeds. 



(26. Children of Adam! We have bestowed Libas (raiment) upon you to cover yourselves with, 
and as Rish (adornment); and the Libas (raiment) of Taqwa, that is better. Such are among the 
Ayat of Allah, that they may remember.) 

Bestowing Raiment and Adornment on Mankind 

Allah reminds His servants that He has given them Libas and Rish. Libas refers to the clothes 
that are used to cover the private parts, while Rish refers to the outer adornments used for 
purposes of beautification. Therefore, the first type is essential while the second type is 
complimentary. Ibn Jarir said that Rish includes furniture and outer clothes. ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on the Ayah, 



(and the Libas (raiment) of Taqwa...) "When one fears Allah, Allah covers his errors. Hence the 
" Libas of Taqwa' (that the Ayah mentions)." 



(27. Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive you, as he got your parents out of Paradise, 
stripping them of their raiment, to show them their private parts. Verily, he and his tribe see 
you from where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayatin friends of those who 
believe not.) 

Warning against the Lures of Shaytan 

Allah warns the Children of Adam against Iblis and his followers, by explaining about his ancient 
enmity for the father of mankind, Adam peace be upon him. Iblis plotted to have Adam 
expelled from Paradise, which is the dwelling of comfort, to the dwelling of hardship and 
fatigue (this life) and caused him to have his private part uncovered, after it had been hidden 
from him. This, indeed, is indicative of deep hatred (from Shaytan towards Adam and 
mankind). Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me, while 
they are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.) 18:50 . 



(28. And when they commit a Fahishah, they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has 
commanded it for us." Say: "Nay, Allah never commands Fahishah. Do you say about Allah what 
you know not") (29. Say: "My Lord has commanded justice and that you should face Him only, in 
every Masjid and invoke Him only, making your religion sincere to Him. As He brought you (into 
being) in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again.") (30. A group He has guided, 
and a group deserved to be in error; (because) surely, they took the Shayatin as supporters 
instead of Allah, and think that they are guided.) 



Disbelievers commit Sins and claim that Allah commanded Them to 

do so! 

Mujahid said, "The idolators used to go around the House (Ka'bah) in Tawaf while naked, 
saying, 'We perform Tawaf as our mothers gave birth to us.' The woman would cover her 
sexual organ with something saying, 'Today, some or all of it will appear, but whatever 
appears from it, I do not allow it (it is not for adultery or for men to enjoy looking at!)."' Allah 
sent down the Ayah, 



(And when they commit a Fahishah (sin), they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah 
has commanded it for us.") 7:28 I say, the Arabs, with the exception of the Quraysh, used to 
perform Tawaf naked. They claimed they would not make Tawaf while wearing the clothes that 
they disobeyed Allah in. As for the Quraysh, known as Al-Hums, they used to perform Tawaf in 
their regular clothes. Whoever among the Arabs borrowed a garment from one of Al-Hums, he 
would wear it while in Tawaf. And whoever wore a new garment, would discard it and none 
would wear it after him on completion of Tawaf. Those who did not have a new garment, or 
were not given one by Al-Hums, then they would perform Tawaf while naked. Even women 
would go around in Tawaf while naked, and one of them would cover her sexual organ with 
something and proclaim, "Today, a part or all of it will appear, but whatever appears from it I 
do not allow it." Women used to perform Tawaf while naked usually at night. This was a 
practice that the idolators invented on their own, following only their forefathers in this 
regard. They falsely claimed that what their forefathers did was in fact following the order and 
legislation of Allah. Allah then refuted them, Allah said, 



(And when they commit a Fahishah, they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has 
commanded it for us.") 



Allah does not order Fahsha', but orders Justice and Sincerity 

Allah replied to this false claim, 



(Say), Muhammad, to those who claimed this, 



("Nay, Allah never commands Fahsha'...") meaning, the practice you indulge in is a despicable 
sin, and Allah does not command such a thing. 



("Do you say about Allah what you know not") that is, do you attribute to Allah statements that 
you are not certain are true Allah said next, 



(Say: "My Lord has commanded justice, (fairness and honesty)"), 



("And that you should face Him only, in every Masjid, and invoke Him only making your religion 
sincere to Him...") This Ayah means, Allah commands you to be straightforward in worshipping 
Him, by following the Messengers who were supported with miracles and obeying what they 



conveyed from Allah and the Law that they brought. He also commands sincerity in worshipping 
Him, for He, Exalted He is, does not accept a good deed until it satisfies these two conditions: 
being correct and in conformity with His Law, and being free of Shirk. 

The Meaning of being brought into Being in the Beginning and 

brought back again 

Allah's saying 



(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again) 7:29 . Until; 



(error.) There is some difference over the meaning of: 



(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again.) Ibn Abi Najih 
said that Mujahid said that it means, "He will bring you back to life after you die." Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri commented, "As He made you begin in this life, He will bring you back to life on the Day 
of Resurrection." Qatadah commented on: 



(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again.) "He started their 
creation after they were nothing, and they perished later on, and He shall bring them back 
again." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "As He created you in the beginning, He will 
bring you back in the end." This last explanation was preferred by Abu J a' far Ibn Jarir and he 
supported it with what he reported from Ibn ' Abbas, "The Messenger of Allah stood up and gave 
us a speech, saying, 



» 



(0 people! You will be gathered to Allah while barefooted, naked and uncircumcised, (As We 
began the first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall 
do it)). 21:104 This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs. * Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again. A group He has 
guided, and a group deserved to be in error;) "Allah, the Exalted, began the creation of the 
Sons of Adam, some believers and some disbelievers, just as He said, 



(He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers) 
64:2 . He will then return them on the Day of Resurrection as He started them, some 
believers and some disbelievers. I say, what supports this meaning, is the Hadith from Ibn 
Mas' ud that Al-Bukhari recorded, (that the Prophet said:) 



» 



« 



(By He, other than Whom there is no god, one of you might perform the deeds of the people of 
Paradise until only the length of an arm or a forearm would separate him from it. However, 
that which was written in the Book takes precedence, and he commits the work of the people 
of the Fire and thus enters it. And one of you might perform the deeds of the people of the 
Fire until only the length of an arm or a forearm separates between him and the Fire. 
However, that which was written in the Book takes precedence, and he performs the work of 
the people of Paradise and thus enters Paradise.) We should combine this meaning -- if it is 
held to be the correct meaning for the Ayah -- with Allah's statement: 



(So set you your face towards the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with which He has created 
mankind) 30:30 , and what is recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah who said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian 
or a Zoroastrian.) Muslim recorded that ' lyad bin Himar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah said, 'I created My servants Hunafa' (monotheists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion.) The collective meaning here is, Allah created His creatures 
so that some of them later turn believers and some turn disbelievers. Allah has originally 
created all of His servants able to recognize Him, to single Him out in worship, and know that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. He also took their covenant to fulfill the 
implications of this knowledge, which He placed in their consciousness and souls. He has 
decided that some of them will be miserable and some will be happy, 



(He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers) 
64:2 . Also, aHadith states, 



« » 

(All people go out in the morning and sell themselves, and some of them free themselves while 
some others destroy themselves.) Allah's decree will certainly come to pass in His creation. 
Verily, He it is 



(Who has measured (everything); and then guided) 87: 3 , and, 



(He Who gave to each thing itsform and nature, then guided it aright) 20:50 . And in the Two 
Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(As for those among you who are among the people of happiness, they will be facilitated to 
perform the deeds of the people of happiness. As for those who are among the miserable, they 
will be facilitated to commit the deeds of the miserable). This is why Allah said here, 



(A group He has guided, and a group deserved to be in error;) Allah then explained why, 



(because) surely, they took the Shayatin as supporters instead of Allah). Ibn Jarir said, "This is 
one of the clearest arguments proving the mistake of those who claim that Allah does not 
punish anyone for disobedient acts he commits of deviations he believes in until after 
knowledge of what is correct reaches him, then he were to obstinately avoid it anyway. If this 
were true, then there would be no difference between the deviations of the misguided group - 
their belief that they are guided - and the group that is in fact guided. Yet Allah has 
differentiated between the two in this noble Ayah, doing so in both name and judgement." 



(31. Children of Adam! Take your adornment to every Masjid, and eat and drink, but waste 
not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.) 

Allah commands taking Adornment when going to the Masjid 

This honorable Ayah refutes the idolators' practice of performing Tawaf around the Sacred 
House while naked. Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir, (the following wording is that of Ibn Jarir) 
recorded that Shu' bah said that Salamah bin Kuhayl said that Muslim Al-Batin said that Sa' id 
bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The idolators used to go around the House while naked, 
both men and women, men in the day and women by night. The woman would say, "Today, a 
part or all of it will be unveiled, but whatever is exposed of it, I do not allow." Allah said in 
reply, 



(Take your adornment to every Masjid,) AI-' Awfi said that Ibn " Abbas commented on: 



(Take your adornment to every Masjid) o'There were people who used to perform Tawaf around 
the House while naked, and Allah ordered them to take adornment, meaning, wear clean, 
proper clothesthat cover the private parts, people were commanded to wear their best clothes 
when performing every prayer." Mujahid, 'Ata', Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak and Malik narrated a similar saying from Az-Zuhri, and from 
several of the Salaf. They said that this Ayah was revealed about the idolators who used to 
perform Tawaf around the House while naked. This Ayah (7:31), as well as the Sunnah, 
encourage wearing the best clothes when praying, especially for Friday and 'Id prayers. It is 
also recommended for men to wear perfume for prayer, because it is adornment, and to use 
Swak for it is part of what completes adornment. The best color for clothes is white, for Imam 
Ahmad narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Wear white clothes, for it is among your best clothes, and also wrap your dead with it. And 
Ithmid (antimony) is among the best of your Kuhl, for it clears the sight and helps the hair 
grow.) This Hadith has a sound chain of narration, consisting of narrators who conform to the 
conditions and guidelines of Imam Muslim. Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded 
it, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 

Prohibiting Extravagance 

Allah said, 



(And eat and drink..). Al-Bukhari said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Eat what you wish and wear what 
you wish, as long as you avoid two things: extravagance and arrogance." Ibn Jarir said that 
Muhammad bin ' Abdul-A' la narrated to us that Muhammad bin Thawr narrated to us from 
Ma' mar from Ibn Tawus from his father who said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah has allowed 
eating and drinking, as long as it does not contain extravagance or arrogance." This chain is 
Sahih. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdam bin Ma' dikarib Al-Kindi said that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 

(The Son of Adam will not fill a pot worse for himself than his stomach. It is enough for the Son 
of Adam to eat a few bites that strengthens his spine. If he likes to have more, then let him fill 
a third with food, a third with drink and leave a third for his breathing.) An-Nasa'i and At- 
Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan" or "Hasan Sahih" according to another 
manuscript. " Ata' Al-Khurasani said that Ibn " Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.) 
"With food and drink." Ibn Jarir commented on Allah's statement, 



(Certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.) "Allah the Exalted says that He does not like those 
who trespass the limits on an allowed matter or a prohibited matter, those who go to the 
extreme over what He has allowed, allow what He has prohibited, or prohibit what He has 
allowed. But, He likesthat what He has allowed be considered as such (without extravagance) 
and what He has prohibited be considered as such. This is the justice that He has commanded." 



(32. Say: "Who has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by Allah, which He has 
produced for His servants, and At-Tayyibat (good things) of sustenance" Say: "They are, in the 
life of this world, for those who believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the Day of 
Resurrection." Thus We explain the Ayat in detail for people who have knowledge. ) 



Allah refutes those who prohibit any type of food, drink or clothes 
according to their own understanding, without relying on what 

Allah has legislated, 



(Say) Muhammad, to the idolators who prohibit some things out of false opinion and 
fabrication, 



(Who has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by Allah, which He has produced for His 
servants) meaning, these things were created for those who believe in Allah and worship Him in 
this life, even though the disbelievers share in these bounties in this life. In the Hereafter, the 
believers will have all this to themselves and none of the disbelievers will have a share in it, 
for Paradise is prohibited for the disbelievers. 



(33. Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are the Fawahish (immoral deeds) 
whether committed openly or secretly, and Ithm, and transgression without right, and joining 
partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah of which 
you have no knowledge.") 



Fahishah, Sin, Transgression, Shirk and Lying about Allah are 

prohibited 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(None is more jealous than Allah, and this is why He prohibited Fawahish, committed openly or 
in secret. And none likes praise more than Allah). This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. In 
the explanation of Surat Al-An' am, we explained the Fahishah that is committed openly and in 
secret. Allah said next, 



(and Ithm, and transgression without right,) 7:33 . As-Suddi commented, "Al-lthm means, 
'disobedience'. As for unrighteous oppression, it occurs when you transgress against people 
without justification." Mujahid said, "Ithm includes all types of disobedience. Allah said that 
the oppressor commits oppression against himself." Therefore, the meaning of, Ithm is the sin 
that one commits against himself, while 'oppression' pertains to transgression against other 
people, and Allah prohibited both. Allah's statement, 



(and joining partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, ) prohibits calling partners 
with Allah in worship. 



(and saying things about Allah of which you have no knowledge.) such as lies and inventions, 
like claiming that Allah has a son, and other evil creeds that you -- O idolators -- have no 
knowledge of. This is similar to His saying: 



(So shun the abomination (worshipping) of the idols) 22:30 



(34. And every Ummah has its appointed term; when their term comes, neither can they delay 
it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment).) (35. Children of Adam! If there come to 
you Messengers from among you, reciting to you My Ayat, then whosoever has Taqwa and 
becomes righteous, on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.) (36. But those who reject 
Our Ayat and treat them with arrogance, they are the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide 
therein forever.) Allah said, 



(And every Ummah has), meaning, each generation and nation, 



(its appointed term; when their term comes) which they were destined for, 



(neither can they delay it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment)). Allah then warned 
the Children of Adam that He sent to them Messengers who conveyed to them His Ayat. Allah 
also conveyed good news, as well as warning, 



(then whosoever has Taqwa and becomes righteous) by abandoning the prohibitions and 
performing acts of obedience, 



(on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve. But those who reject Our Ayat and treat them 
with arrogance,) meaning, their hearts denied the Ayat and they were too arrogant to abide by 
them, 



(they are the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide therein forever.) without end to their 
dwelling in it. 



(37. Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat For such 
their appointed portion will reach them from the Book (of Decrees) until Our messengers (the 
angel of death and his assistants) come to them to take their souls, they (the angels) will say: 
"Where are those whom you used to invoke and worship besides Allah," they will reply, "They 



have vanished and deserted us." And they will bear witness against themselves, that they were 
disbelievers.) 

Idolat or s enjoy Their destined Share in This Life, but will lose Their 

Supporters upon Death 

Allah said, 



(Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat) meaning, none 
is more unjust than whoever invents a lie about Allah or rejects the Ayat that He has revealed. 
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said that, 



(For such their appointed portion will reach them from the Book) refers to each person's deeds, 
allot ed provisions and age. Similar was said by Ar-Rabr bin Anas and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam. Allah said in similar statements, 



(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in 
this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) 10:69-70 and, 



(And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you. To Us is their return, and We shall 
inform them what they have done. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts (of 
men). We let them enjoy for a little while.) 31:23-24 . Allah said next, 



(until when Our messengers come to them to take their souls.) Allah states that when death 
comes to the idolators and the angels come to capture their souls to take them to Hellfire, the 
angels horrify them, saying, "Where are the so-called partners (of Allah) whom you used to call 
in the life of this world, invoking and worshipping them instead of Allah Call them so that they 
save you from what you are suffering." However, the idolators will reply, 



("They have vanished and deserted us") meaning, we have lost them and thus, we do not hope 
in their benefit or aid, 



(And they will bear witness against themselves) they will admit and proclaim against 
themselves, 



(that they were disbelievers. 



(38. (Allah) will say: "Enter you in the company of nations who passed away before you, of men 
and Jinn, into the Fire." Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went 
before) until they are all together in the Fire. The last of them will say to the first of them: 
"Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire." He will say: "For each 
one there is double (torment), but you know not.") (39. The first of them will say to the last of 
them: "You were not better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to earn.") 

People of the Fire will dispute and curse Each Other Allah 

mentioned what He will say to those who associate others with 

Him, invent lies about Him, and reject HisAyat, 



(Enter you in the company of nations), who are your likes and similar to you in conduct, 



(Who passed away before you) from the earlier disbelieving nations, 



(Of men and Jinn, into the Fire.) Allah said next, 



(Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went before)) Al-Khalil 
(Prophet Ibrahim), peace be upon him, said, 



("But on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny each other) 29:25 . Also, Allah said, 



(When those who were followed declare themselves innocent of those who followed (them), 
and they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them. And those who 
followed will say: "If only we had one more chance to return (to the worldly life), we would 
declare ourselves as innocent from them as they have declared themselves as innocent from 
us." Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regrets for them. And they will never get out of 
the Fire) 2:166-167 . Allah's statement, 



(until they are all together in the Fire) means, they are all gathered in the Fire, 



(The last of them will say to the first of them) that is, the nation of followers that enter last 
will say this to the first nations to enter. This is because the earlier nations were worse 
criminals than those who followed them, and this is why they entered the Fire first. For this 
reason, their followers will complain against them to Allah, because they were the ones who 
misguided them from the correct path, saying, 



("Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire.") multiply their share 
of the torment. Allah said in another instance, 



(On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire, they will say: "Oh! Would that we 
had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger." And they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed 
our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the (right) way. Our Lord! Give them a 
double torment.") 33:66-68 . Allah said in reply, 



(He will say: "For each one there is double (torment)..."), We did what you asked, and 
recompensed each according to their deeds.' Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add 
torment) 16:88 . Furthermore, Allah said, 



(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besidestheir own) 29:13 and, 



(And also (some thing) of the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge) 16:25 



(The first of them will say to the last of them) meaning, the followed will say to the followers, 



("You were not better than us. ..") meaning, you were led astray as we were led astray, 
according to As-Suddi. 



("3d taste the torment for what you used to earn.") Allah again described the condition of the 
idolators during the gathering (of Resurrection), when He said; 



(And those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back 
from guidance after it come to you Nay, but you were criminals." Those who were deemed 
weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, 
when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And each of them (parties) 
will conceal their own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron collars 
round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they used to 
do) 34:32-33 



(40. Verily, those who belie Our Ayat and treat them with arrogance, for them the gates of the 
heavens will not be opened, and they will not enter Paradise until the Jamal goes through the 
eye of the needle. Thus do We recompense the criminals.) (41. Theirs will be Mihad from the 
Fire, and over them Ghawash. Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers.) 

Doors of Heaven shall not open for Those Who deny Allah's Ayat, 
and They shall never enter Paradise 

Allah said, 



(for them the gates of the heavens will not be opened,) meaning, their good deeds and 
supplication will not ascend through it, according to Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ibn 'Abbas, 
as AI-'Awfi and Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from him. Ath-Thawri narrated that, Layth said 
that ' Ata' narrated this from Ibn 'Abbas. It was also said that the meaning here is that the 
doors of the heavens will not be opened for the disbelievers' souls, according to Ad-Dahhak who 
reported this from Ibn 'Abbas. As-Suddi and several others mentioned this meaning. What 
further supports this meaning, is the report from Ibn Jarir that Al-Bara' said that the Messenger 
of Allah mentioned capturing the soul of the ' Fajir' (wicked sinner or disbeliever), and that his 
or her soul will be ascended to heaven. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(So they (angels) ascend it and it will not pass by a gathering of the angels, but they will ask, 
who's wicked soul is this' They will reply, 'The soul of so-and-so,' calling him by the worst 
names he was called in this life. When they reach the (lower) heaven, they will ask that its 
door be opened for the soul, but it will not be opened for it.) The Prophet then recited, 



(For them the gates of heaven will not be opened). This is a part of a long Hadith which was 
also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. Ibn Jurayj commented on the Ayah, 



(for them the gates of heaven will not be opened,) "(The gates of heaven) will not be opened 
for their deeds or souls." This explanation combines the two meanings we gave above, and 
Allah knows best. Allah's statement, 



(and they will not enter Paradise until the Jamal goes through the eye of the needle.) refers to 
the male camel. Ibn Mas' ud said it is a male camel from the she camel. In another narration it 
refersto the spouse of the she camel. Mujahid and ' Ikrimah said that Ibn " Abbas used to recite 
this Ayah this way, "Until the Jummal goes through the eye of the needle", whereas' Jummal' is 
athickrope. Allah's statement, 



(Theirs will be Mihad from the Fire) means, beds, while; 



(and over them Ghawash), means, coverings, according to Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi. 
Smilar was said by Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim and As-Suddi. Allah said next, 



(Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers.) 



(42. But those who believed, and worked righteousness-- We burden not any person beyond his 
scope -- such are the dwellers of Paradise. They will abide therein.) (43. And We shall remove 
from their breasts any Gh ill; rivers flowing under them, and they will say: "All the praises and 
thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, and never could we have found guidance, were it 
not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth." And 
it will be cried out to them: "This isthe Paradise which you have inherited for what you used to 
do.") 



Destination of Righteous Believers 

After Allah mentioned the condition of the miserable ones, He then mentioned the condition of 
the happy ones, saying, 



(But those who believed, and worked righteousness) Their hearts have believed and they 
performed good deeds with their limbs and senses, as compared to those who disbelieved in 
the Ayat of Allah and were arrogant with them. Allah also said that embracing faith and 
implementing it are easy, when He said, 



(But those who believed, and worked righteousness -- We burden not any person beyond his 
scope -- such are the dwellers of Paradise. They will abide therein. And We shall remove from 
their breasts any Gh ill;) meaning, envy and hatred. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa' id Al- 
Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(After the believers are saved from entering the Fire, they will be kept in wait by a bridge 
between Paradise and Hellfire. Then, transgression that occurred between them in the life of 
this world will be judged. Until, when they are purified and cleansed, they will be given 
permission to enter Paradise. By He in Whose Hand is my soul! One of them will be able to find 
his dwelling in Paradise more so than he did in the life of this world.) As-Suddi said about 
Allah's statement, 



(And We shall remove from their breasts any Ghill; rivers flowing under them,) "When the 
people of Paradise are taken to it, they will find a tree close to its door, and two springs from 
under the trunk of that tree. They will drink from one of them, and all hatred will be removed 
from their hearts, for it is the cleansing drink. They will take a bath in the other, and the 
brightness of delight will radiate from their faces. Ever after, they will never have messy hair 
or become dirty." An-Nasa'i and Ibn Marduwyah (this being his wording) recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Each of the people of Paradise will see his seat in the Fire and he will say, 'Had not Allah 
guided me! And this will cause him to be grateful. Each of the people of the Fire will see his 
seat in Paradise, and he will say, 'Might that Allah had guided me!' So it will be a cause of 
anguish for him.) This is why when the believers are awarded seats in Paradise that belonged to 
the people of the Fire, they will be told, "This is the Paradise that you inherited because of 
what you used to do. " This means, because of your good deeds, you earned Allah's mercy and 
thus entered Paradise and took your designated dwellings in it, comparable to your deeds. This 
isthe proper meaning here, for it is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Prophet said, 



« » 

(And know that the good deeds of one of you will not admit him into Paradise.) They said, "Not 
even you, Allah's Messenger" He said, 

« » 

(Not even I, unless Allah grants it to me out of His mercy and favor.) 



(44. And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have 
indeed found true what our Lord had promised us; have you also found true what your Lord 
promised (warned)" They shall say: "Yes." Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The curse 
of Allah is on the wrongdoers.") (45. Those who hindered (men) from the path of Allah, and 
would seek to make it crooked, and they were disbelievers in the Hereafter.) 

People of Hellfire will feel Anguish upon Anguish 

Allah mentioned how the people of the Fire will be addressed, chastised and admonished when 
they take their places in the Fire, 



("We (dwellers of Paradise) have indeed found true what our Lord had promised us; have you 
(dwellers of Hell) also found true what your Lord promised (warned)" They shall say: "Yes.") In 
Surat As-Saffat, Allah mentioned the one who had a disbelieving companion, 



(So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire. He said: "By Allah! You have nearly 
ruined me. Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those 
brought forth (to Hell)." (The dwellers of Paradise will say!) "Are we then not to die (any more) 
Except our first death, and we shall not be punished") 37:55-59 . Allah will punish the 
disbeliever for the claims he used to utter in this life. The angels will also admonish the 
disbelievers, saying, 



(This is the Fire which you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see Taste you therein its 
heat and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same. You are only being 
requited for what you used to do) 52:14-16 . The Messenger of Allah admonished the 
inhabitants of the well at Badr: 



» 



« 

(0 Abu Jahl bin Hisham! ' Utbah bin Rabi'ah! Shaybah bin Rabi' ah (and he called their 
leaders by name)! Have you found what your Lord promised to be true (the Fire) I certainly 
found what my Lord has promised me to be true (victory).) ' Umar said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Do you address a people who have become rotten carrion" He said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear what I am saying better than they do, but 
they cannot reply.) Allah's statement, 



(Then a crier will proclaim between them) will herald and announce, 



(The curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers) meaning, the curse will reside with the wrongdoers. 
Allah then described them by saying, 



(Those who hindered (men) from the path of Allah, and would seek to make it crooked) 
meaning, they hindered the people from following Allah's path, His Law, and what the Prophets 
brought. They sought to make Allah's path appear crooked and winding, so that no one would 
follow it. Allah said, 



(and they were disbelievers in the Hereafter) They disbelieved in the Meeting with Allah in the 
Hereafter, They used to deny this will ever occur, not accepting it nor believing in it. This is 
why they used to discount the seriousness of the evil deeds and statements that they 
committed, because they did not fear any reckoning or punishment. Therefore, they were and 
are indeed the worst people in statement and action. 



(46. And between them will be a (barrier) screen and on AI-AVaf will be men, who would 
recognize all, by their marks. And they will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, "Peace be on 
you" and at that time they will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter 
(it).) (47. And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire, they will say: 
"Our Lord! Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers.") 

The People of Al-A' raf 

After Allah mentioned that the people of Paradise will address the people of the Fire, He 
stated that there is a barrier between Paradise and the Fire, which prevents the people of the 
Fire from reaching Paradise. Ibn Jarir said, "It isthe wall that Allah described, 



{So a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and 
outside it will be torment.) 57:13 It is also about Al-A' raf that Allah said, 



(and on Al-A' raf will be men)." Ibn Jarir recorded that As-Suddi said about Allah's statement, 



(And between them will be a screen) "It is the wall, it is Al-A' raf." Mujahid said, "Al-A'raf is a 
barrier between Paradise and the Fire, a wall that has a gate." Ibn Jarir said, "Al-A' raf is plural 
for ' Urf , where every elevated piece of land is known as ' Urf to the Arabs." As-Suddi said, "Al- 
A' raf is so named because its residents recognize (Ya' rifun) the people. Al-A' raf's residents are 
those whose good and bad deeds are equal, as Hudhayfah, Ibn ' Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and several 
of the Salaf and later generations said." Ibn Jarir recorded that Hudhayfah was asked about the 
people of Al-A' raf and he said, "A people whose good and bad deeds are equal. Their evil deeds 
prevented them from qualifying to enter Paradise, and their good deeds qualified them to 
avoid the Fire. Therefore, they are stopped there on the wall until Allah judges them." Ma' mar 
said that Al-Hasan recited this Ayah, 



(and at that time they will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter (it).) 
Then he said, "By Allah! Allah did not put this hope in their hearts, except for an honor that He 
intends to bestow on them." Qatadah said; "Those who hope are those among you whom Allah 
informed of their places." Allah said next, 



(And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire, they will say: "Our Lord! 
Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers.") Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"When the people of Al-A' raf look at the people of the Fire and recognize them, they will 
supplicate, 'OLord! Do not place us with the people who are wrongdoers.'" 



(48. And the men on Al-A' raf will call unto the men whom they would recognize by their 
marks, saying: "Of what benefit to you was your gathering, and your arrogance") (49. "Are they 
those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy (Behold! It has been said to 
them): 'Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve."') Allah states that the 



people of Al-A* raf will admonish some of the chiefs of the idolators whom they recognize by 
their marks in the Fire, saying, 



("Of what benefit to you was your gathering...") meaning, your great numbers, 



("...and your arrogance") This Ayah means, your great numbers and wealth did not save you 
from Allah's torment. Rather, you are dwelling in His torment and punishment. Al i bin Abi 
Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas, 



(Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy) refers to the 
people of Al-A* raf who will be told when Allah decrees: 



((Behold! It has been said to them): "Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you 
grieve.") 



(50. And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water 
or anything that Allah has provided you with." They will say: "Both (water and provision) Allah 
has forbidden for the disbelievers.) (51. "Who took their religion as amusement and play, and 



the life of the world deceived them." & this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their 
meeting of this Day, and asthey used to reject Our Ayat.) 



The Favors of paradise are Prohibited for the People of the Fire 

Allah emphasizes the disgrace of the people of the Fire. They will ask the people of Paradise 
for some of their drink and food, but they will not be given any of that. As-Suddi said, 



(And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water or 
anything that Allah has provided you with.") "That is food". Ath-Thawri said that ' Uthman Ath- 
Thaqafi said that Sa' id bin Jubayr commented on this Ayah, "One of them will call his father or 
brother, ' I have been burned, so pour some water on me.' The believers will be asked to reply, 
and they will reply, 



("Both Allah has forbidden to the disbelievers.")" ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that, 



("Both Allah has forbidden to the disbelievers.") "Refers to the food and drink of Paradise." 
Allah describes the disbelievers by what they used to do in this life, taking the religion as 
amusement and play, and being deceived by this life and its adornment, rather than working 
for the Hereafter as Allah commanded, 



(So this Day We shall forget them asthey forgot their meeting of this Day) meaning, Allah will 
treat them as if He has forgotten them. Certainly, nothing escapes Allah's perfect watch and He 
never forgets anything. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(In a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets) 20:52 Allah said -- that He will forget them on 
that Day-- as just recompense for them, because, 



(They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them) 9:67 



(Like this: Our Ayat came unto you, but you disregarded them, and so this Day, you will be 
neglected) 20:126 and, 



(And it will be said: "This Day We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day of 
yours.") 45:34 AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas commented on, 



(So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting of this Day) "Allah will forget the 
good about them, but not their evil." And Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"We shall forsake them as they have forsaken the meeting of this Day of theirs." Mujahid said, 
"We shall leave them in the Fire." As-Suddi said, "We shall leave them from any mercy, just as 
they left any action on behalf of the meeting on this Day of theirs." It is recorded in the Sahih 
that Allah will say to the servant on the Day of Resurrection: 



» 



« 



("Have I not gotten you married Have I not honored you Have I not made horses and camels 
subservient for you and allowed you to become a leader and a master" He will say, "Yes." Allah 
will say, "Did you think that you will meet Me" He will say, "No." Allah the Exalted will say, 
'Then this Day, I will forget you as you have forgotten Me.") 



(52. Certainly, We have brought to them a Book (the Qur'an) which We have explained in detail 
with knowledge, a guidance and a mercy to a people who believe.) (53. Await they just for the 
final fulfillment of the event On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who neglected it 
before will say: "Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, now are there any 
intercessors for us that they might intercede on our behalf Or could we be sent back (to the 
first life of the world) so that we might do (good) deeds other than those (evil) deeds which we 
used to do" Verily, they have lost themselves and that which they used to fabricate has gone 
away from them.) 



The Idolators have no Excuse 

Allah states that He has left no excuse for the idolators, for He has sent to them the Book that 
the Messenger came with, and which is explained in detail, 



((This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are perfected (in every sphere of knowledge), and then 
explained in detail ) 11:1 Allah said next, 



(We have explained in detail with knowledge) meaning, 'We have perfect knowledge of what 
We explained in it'. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(He has sent it down with His Knowledge,) 4:166 The meaning here is that after Allah 
mentioned the loss the idolators end up with in the Hereafter, He stated that He has indeed 
sent Prophets and revealed Books in this life, thus leaving no excuse for them. Allah also said; 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 17:15 This is why 
Allah said here, 



(Await they just for the final fulfillment of the event) in reference to what they were promised 
of torment, punishment, the Fire; or Paradise, according to Mujahid and several others. 



(On the Day the event is finally fulfilled,) on the Day of Resurrection, according to Ibn " Abbas, 



(those who neglected it before will say) those who ignored it in this life and neglected abiding 
by its implications will say, 



("Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, now are there any intercessors for 
usthat they might intercede on our behalf") so that we are saved from what we ended up in. 



("Or could we be sent back"), to the first life, 



("3d that we might do (good) deeds other than those (evil) deeds which we used to do"). This 
part of the Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of the 
believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been concealing before. But if 
they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars) 6:27-28 Allah said here, 



(Verily, they have lost themselves and that which they used to fabricate has gone away from 
them.) meaning, they destroyed themselves by entering the Fire for eternity, 



(And that which they used to fabricate has gone away from them.) What they used to worship 
instead of Allah abandoned them and will not intercede on their behalf, aid them or save them 
from their fate. 



(54. Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in 9x Days, and then 
He rose over (Istawa) the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His command. Surely, His is 
the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) 

The Universe was created in Six Days 

Allah states that He created the universe, the heavens and earth and all that is in, on and 
between them in six days, as He has stated in several Ayat in the Qur'an. These six days are: 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. On Friday, the entire creation was 
assembled and on that day, Adam was created. There is a difference of opinion whether these 
days were the same as our standard days as suddenly comes to the mind, or each day 
constitutes one thousand years, as reported from Mujahid, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, and from 
Ibn 'Abbas according to Ad-Dahhak's narration from him. As for Saturday, no creation took 
place in it since it is the seventh day of (of the week). The word ' As-Sabt' means stoppage, or 
break. Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Hurayrah saying: " Allah's Messenger told me: 



( ) » 



« 

. (Allah created the dust on Saturday, and He created the mountains on Sunday, and He 
created the trees on Monday, and He created the unpleasant things on Tuesday and He created 
the light on Wednesday and He spread the creatures through out it on Thursday and He created 
Adam after ' Asr on Friday. He was the last created during the last hour of Friday, between 
x Asr and the night.) 



Meaning of 1st aw a 

As for Allah's statement, 



(and then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne) the people had several conflicting opinions over its 
meaning. However, we follow the way that our righteous predecessors took in this regard, such 
as Malik, Al-Awza' i, Ath-Thawri, Al-Layth bin Sa' d, Ash-ShafT i, Ahmad, Ishaq bin Rahwayh and 
the rest of the scholars of Islam, in past and present times. Surely, we accept the apparent 
meaning of, Al-lstawa, without discussing its true essence, equating it (with the attributes of 
the creation), or altering or denying it (in any way or form). We also believe that the meaning 
that comes to those who equate Allah with the creation is to be rejected, for nothing is similar 
to Allah, 



(There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 42:11 Indeed, we assert 
and affirm what the Imams said, such as Nu' aym bin Hammad Al-Khuza'i, the teacher of Imam 
Al-Bukhari, who said, "Whoever likens Allah with His creation, will have committed Kufr. 
Whoever denies what Allah has described Himself with, will have committed Kufr. Certainly, 
there is no resemblance (of Allah with the creation) in what Allah and His Messenger have 
described Him with. Whoever attests to Allah's attributes that the plain Ayat and authentic 
Hadiths have mentioned, in the manner that suits Allah's majesty, all the while rejecting all 
shortcomings from Him, will have taken the path of guidance." 



The Day and the Night are among the Signs of Allah 

Allah said, 



(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly,) meaning, the darkness goes 
away with the light, and the light goes away with the darkness. Each of them seeks the other 
rapidly, and does not come late, for when this vanishes, the other comes, and vice versa. Allah 
also said; 



(And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the day, and behold, they are in 
darkness. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the decree of the 
All-Mighty, the All-Knowing. And the moon, We have measured for it mansions (to traverse) till 
it returns like the old dried curved date stalk. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor 
doesthe night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.) 36:37-40 Allah's statement, 



(Nor does the night outstrip the day) 36:40 means, the night follows the day in succession 
and does not come later or earlier than it should be. This is why Allah said here, 



(seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His command, 
meaning, all are under His command, will and dominion. Allah alerted us afterwards, 



(Surely, His isthe creation and commandment) the dominion and the decision. Allah said next, 



(Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the all that exists!) which is similar to the Ayah, 



(Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven big stars) 25:61 Abu Ad-Darda' said a 
supplication, that was also attributed to the Prophet , 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Yours is all the kingdom, all the praise, and Yours is the ownership of all affairs. I ask 
You for all types of good and seek refuge with You from all types of evil.) 



(55. Invoke your Lord Tadarru' an and Khufyah. He likes not the aggressors.) (56. And do not do 
mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order, and invoke Him with fear and hope. 
Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers.) 



Encouraging supplicating to Allah 

Allah commands His servants to supplicate to Him, for this will ensure their welfare in this life 
and the Hereafter. Allah said, 



(Invoke your Lord Tadarru' an and Khufyah) meaning, in humbleness and humility. Allah said in 
a similar Ayah, 



(And remember your Lord within yourself) 7:205 It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu 
Musa AI-AslY ari said, "The people raised their voices with supplications but the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 

« 

(0 people! Take it easy on yourselves. Verily, you are not calling one who is deaf or absent, 
rather, the One you are calling is All-Hearer, Near (to His servants by His knowledge).) Ibn Jarir 
said that, 



(Tadarru' an), means obeying Him in humility and humbleness, 



(and Khufyah), with the humbleness in your hearts and certainty of His Oneness and Lordship 
not supplicating loudly to show off. 



Forbidding Aggression in Supplications 

It was reported that 'Ata' Al-Khurasani narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, who said about Allah's 
statement, 



(He likes not the aggressors) "In the Du' a' and otherwise." Abu Mijlaz commented on, 



(He likes not the aggressors), "Such (aggression) as asking to reach the grade of the Prophets." 
Imam Ahmad narrated that Abu Nf amah said that 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal heard his son 
supplicating, "0 Allah! I ask you for the white castle on the right side of Paradise, if I enter it." 



So 'Abdullah said, "O my son! Ask Allah for Paradise and seek refuge with Him from the Fire, 
for I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(There will come some people who transgress in supplication and purification)" Ibn Majah and 
Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith with a good chain that there is no harm in, and Allah knows 
best. 

The Prohibition of causing Mischief in the Land 

Allah said next, 



(And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order) 5:56 . Allah prohibits 
causing mischief on the earth, especially after it has been set in order. When the affairs are in 
order and then mischief occurs, it will cause maximum harm to the people; thus Allah forbids 
causing mischief and ordained worshipping Him, supplicating to Him, begging Him and being 
humble to Him. Allah said, 



(and invoke Him with fear and hope) fearing what He has of severe torment and hoping in what 
He has of tremendous reward. Allah then said, 



(Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers) meaning, His mercy is for the good- 
doers who obey His commands and avoid what He prohibited. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And My mercy envelopes all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who who have 
Taqwa.) 7:156 . Matar Al-Warraq said, "Earn Allah's promise by obeying Him, for He ordained 
that His mercy is near to the good-doers. " Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement. 



(57. And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy (rain). 
Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud, We drive it to a land that is dead, then We 
cause water (rain) to descend thereon. Then We produce every kind of fruit therewith. 
Similarly, We shall raise up the dead, so that you may remember or take heed.) (58. The 
vegetation of a good land comes forth (easily) by the permission of its Lord; and that which is 
bad, brings forth nothing but (a little) with difficulty. Thus do We explain variously the Ayat for 
a people who give thanks.) 



Among Allah's Signs, He sends down the Rain and brings forth the 

Produce 

After Allah stated that He created the heavens and earth and that He is the Owner and 
Possessor of the affairs Who makes things subservient (for mankind), He ordained that He be 
invoked in Du" a', for He is able to do all things. Allah also stated that He is the Sustainer and 
He resurrect st he dead on the Day of Resurrection. Here, Allah said that He sends the wind that 
spreads the clouds that are laden with rain. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And among His signs is this, that He sends the winds with glad tidings) 30:46 . Allah's 
statement, 



(going before His mercy) means, before the rain. Allah also said; 



(And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and spreads His mercy. And 
He is Al-Wali (the Guardian), Al-Hamid (the praiseworthy) 42:28 and, 



(Look then at the resultsof Allah's mercy, how He revivesthe earth after itsdeath. Verily, that 
is the one Who shall indeed raise the dead, and He is able to do all things) 30:50 . Allah 
said next, 



(Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud) when the wind carries clouds that are heavy 
with rain, and this is why these clouds are heavy, close to the earth, and their color is dark. 
Allah's statement, 



(We drive it to a land that is dead) that is, a dry land that does not have any vegetation. This 
Ayah is similar to another Ayah, 



(And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life) 36:33 . This is why Allah said here, 



(Then We produce every kind of fruit therewith. Similarly, We shall raise up the dead.) 
meaning, just as We bring life to dead land, We shall raise up the dead on the Day of 
Resurrection, after they have disintegrated. Allah will send down rain from the sky and the rain 
will pour on the earth for forty days. The corpses will then be brought up in their graves, just 
as the seeds become grow in the ground (on receiving rain). Allah often mentions this similarity 
in the Qur'an when He gives the example of what will happen on the Day of Resurrection, and 
bringing life to dead land, 



(so that you may remember or take heed.) Allah's statement, 



(The vegetation of a good land comes forth (easily) by the permission of its Lord;) meaning, the 
good land produces its vegetation rapidly and proficiently. Allah said in another Ayah (about 
Maryam, mother of ' Isa, peace be upon him); 



(He made her grow in a good manner.) 3:37 The Ayah continues, 



(and that which is bad, brings forth nothing but with difficulty.) Mujahid, and others such as 
As-Sbakh, etc. also said this. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Musa said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The parable of the guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is that of an 
abundant rain falling on a land, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed rain water and 
brought forth vegetation and grass in abundance. And another portion of it was hard and held 
the rain water; and Allah benefited the people with it, they utilized it for drinking, making 
their animals drink from it, and for irrigation of the land for cultivation. And a portion of it was 
barren which could neither hold the water nor bring forth vegetation. The first is the example 
of the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit which Allah sent me with, by 
learnign and teaching others. The last example is that of a person who does not care for it and 
does not accept the guidance Allah sent me with.) 



(59. Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people and he said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other god but Him. Certainly, I fear for you the torment of a Great Day!") (60. The leaders of 
his people said: "Verily, we see you in plain error.") (61 . Nuh said: "0 my people! There is no 
error in me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!) (62. I convey unto you the 
Messages of my Lord and give sincere advice to you. And I know from Allah what you know 
not.") 

The Story of Nuh and His People 

After Allah mentioned the story of Adam in the beginning of this Surah, He started mentioning 
the stories of the Prophets, the first then the latter of them. Allah mentioned the story of Nuh, 
because he was the first Messenger Allah sent to the people of the earth after Adam. His name 



was Nuh bin Lamak bin Matushalakh bin Khanukh. And Khanukh was, as they claim, the Prophet 
Idris. And Idris was the first person to write letters using pen, and he was the son of Barad bin 
Mahlil, bin Qanin bin Yanish bin Shit h bin Adam, upon them all be peace. This lineage is 
mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishaq and other Imams who document lineage. 'Abdullah bin 
'Abbas and several other scholars of Tafsir said that the first idol worship began when some 
righteous people died and their people built places of worship over their graves. They made 
images of them so that they could remember their righteousness and devotion, and thus, 
imitate them. When time passed, they made statues of them and later on worshipped these 
idols, naming them after the righteous people: Wadd, Suwa' , Yaghuth, Ya' uq and Nasr. After 
this practice became popular, Allah sent Nuh as a Messenger, all thanks are due to Him. Nuh 
commanded his people to worship Allah alone without partners, saying, 



("0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but Him. Certainly, I fear for you the 
torment of a Great Day!") the torment of the Day of Resurrection, if you meet Allah while 
associating others with Him. 



(The leaders of his people said) meaning, the general public, chiefs, commanders and great 
ones of his people said, 



("Verily, we see you in plain error") because of your calling us to abandon the worship of these 
idolsthat we found our forefathers worshipping. This, indeed, isthe attitude of evil people, for 
they consider the righteous people to be following misguidance. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And when they saw them, they said: "Verily, these have indeed gone astray!") 83:32 and, 



(And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: "Had it been a good thing, they (the weak 
and poor) would not have preceded us thereto!" And when they have not let themselves be 
guided by it (this Qur'an), they say: "This is an ancient lie!") 46:11 There are several other 
Ayat on this subject. 



( Nuh said: "0 my people! There is no error in me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of all 
that exists!") meaning, there is nothing wrong with me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of 
all that exists, Lord and King of all things, 



("I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and give sincere advice to you. And I know from 
Allah what you know not.") This is the attribute of a Messenger, that he conveys using plain, 
yet eloquent words, offers sincere advice and is knowledgeable about Allah; indeed, no other 
people can compete with the Prophets in this regard. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah said to his Companions on the Day of x Arafah, when their gathering was as 
large as it ever was, 



» 



« 



(0 people! You will be asked about me, so what will you say) They said, "We testify that you 
have conveyed and delivered (the Message) and offered sincere advice." So he kept raising his 
finger to the sky and lowering it towards them, saying, 



« » 

(0 Allah! Bear witness, All ah! Bear witness.) 



(63. "Do you wonder that there has come to you a Reminder from your Lord through a man from 
among you, that he may warn you, so that you may fear Allah and that you may receive (His) 
mercy") (64. But they belied him, so We saved him and those along with him in the Fulk, and 
We drowned those who belied Our Ayat. They were indeed a blind people.) Allah said that Nuh 
proclaimed to his people, 



("Do you wonder..."), do not wonder because of this. Surely, it is not strange that Allah sends 
down revelation to a man among you as mercy, kindness and compassion for you, so that he 
warns you that you may avoid Allah's torment by associating none with Him, 



("and that you may receive (His) mercy.") Allah said, 



(But they belied him) but they insisted on rejecting and opposing him, and only a few of them 
believed in him, as Allah stated in another Ayah. Allah said next, 



(So We saved him and those along with him in the Fulk) the ark, 



(And We drowned those who belied Our Ayat. ) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Because of their sins they were drowned, then they were admitted into the Fire. And they 
found none to help them instead of Allah.) 71:25 Allah said, 



(They were indeed a blind people.) meaning, blind from the Truth, unable to recognize it or 
find their way to it. Here, Allah said that He hastaken revenge from His enemies and saved His 
Messenger and those who believed in him, while destroying their disbelieving enemies. Allah 
said in a another Ayah, 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers) 40:51 . This is Allah's Sunnah (way) 
with His servants, in this life and the Hereafter, that the good end, victory and triumph is for 
those who fear Him. For example, Allah destroyed the people of Nuh, and saved Nuh and his 
believing followers. Ibn Wahb said that he was told that Ibn " Abbas said that eighty men were 
saved with Nuh in the ship, one of them was Jurhum, who spoke Arabic. Ibn Abi Hatim 
collected this statement, which was also narrated with a continuous chain of narration from Ibn 
* Abbas. 



(65. And to ' Ad (the people, We sent) their brother Hud. He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! 
You have no other god but Him. Will you then not have Taqwa") (66. The leaders of those who 



disbelieved among his people said: "Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think you 
are one of the liars.") (67. (Hud) said: "O my people! There is no foolishness in me, but (I am) a 
Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!) (68. "I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, 
and I am a trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you.) (69. "Do you wonder that there has 
come to you a Reminder (and an advice) from your Lord through a man from among you to 
warn you And remember that He made you successors (generations after generations) after the 
people of Nuh and increased you amply in stature. So remember the graces (bestowed upon 
you) from Allah so that you may be successful.") 

The Story of Hud, Peace be upon Him, and the Lineage of the 

People of ' Ad 

Allah says, just as We sent Nuh to his people, similarly, to the 'Ad people, We sent Hud one of 
their own brethren. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the tribe of 'Ad were the descendants of 
'Ad, son of Iram, son of ' Aws, son of Sam, son of Nuh. I say, these are indeed the ancient 
people of 'Ad whom Allah mentioned, the children of 'Ad, son of Iram who were living in the 
deserts with lofty pillars or statues. Allah said, 



(Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with 'Ad (people). Of Iram like (lofty) pillars. The like 
of which were not created in the land) 89:6-8 because of their might and strength. Allah said 
in another instance, 



(As for ' Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is mightier than 
us in strength" See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than them. 

And they used to deny Our Ayat!) 41:15 . 

The Land of % Ad 

The people of ' Ad lived in Yemen, in the area of Ahqaf , which means sand mounds. Muhammad 
bin Ishaq narrated that Abu At-Tufayl 'Amir bin Wathilah said that he heard ' Ali (bin Abi Talib) 
saying to a man from Hadramawt (in Yemen), "Have you seen a red sand mound, where there 
are a lot of Arak and Lote trees in the area of so-and-so in Hadramawt Have you seen it" He 
said, "Yes, O Commander of the faithful! By Allah, you described it as if you have seen it 



before." Al i said, 'I have not seen it, but it was described to me." The man asked, "What 
about it, Commander of the faithful" Al i said, "There is the grave of Hud, peace be upon 
him, in its vicinity." Ibn Jarir recorded this statement, which gives the benefit of indicating 
that 'Ad used to live in Yemen, since Prophet Hud was buried there. Prophet Hud was among 
the noble men and chiefs of " Ad, for Allah chose the Messengers from among the best, most 
honorable families and tribes. Hud's people were mighty and strong, but their hearts were 
mighty and hard, for they were among the most denying of Truth among the nations. Prophet 
Hud called ' Ad to worship Allah alone without partners, and to obey and fear Him. 



Debate between Hud and his People 



(The leaders of those who disbelieved among his people said...) meaning, the general public, 
chiefs, masters and commanders of his people said, 



("Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think you are one of the liars") meaning, you 
are misguided because you call us to abandon worshipping the idols in order to worship Allah 
Alone. Similarly, the chiefs of Quraysh wondered at the call to worship One God, saying, 



("Has he (Muhammad) made the gods (all) into One God") 38:5 



((Hud) said: "0 my people! There is no foolishness in me, but (I am) a Messenger from the Lord 
of all that exists!") Hud said, I am not as you claim. Rather, I brought you the Truth from Allah, 
Who created everything, and He is the Lord and King of all things, 



("I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, and I am a trustworthy adviser for you. ") These, 
indeed, are the qualities of the Prophets: conveying, sincerity and honesty, 



("Do you wonder that there has come to you a Reminder from your Lord through a man from 
among you to warn you") Prophet Hud said, do not wonder because Allah sent a Messenger to 
you from among yourselves to warn you about Allah's Days (His torment) and meeting with Him. 
Rather than wondering, you should thank Allah for this bounty. 



("And remember that He made you successors (generations after generations) after the people 
of Nuh...") meaning, remember Allah's favor on you in that He made you among the offspring of 
Nuh, because of whose supplication Allah destroyed the people of the earth after they defied 
and opposed him. 



("and increased you amply in stature.") making you taller than other people. Smilarly, Allah 
said in the description of Talut (Saul), 



(And has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature.) 2:247 Hud continued, 



("So remember the graces (bestowed upon you) from Allah. ") in reference to Allah's favors and 
blessings 



("so that you may be successful.") 



(70. They said: "You have come to us that we should worship Allah Alone and forsake that 
which our fathers used to worship. 3d bring us that wherewith you have threatened us if you 
are of the truthful.") (71. (Hud) said: "Rijs (torment) and wrath have already fallen on you from 
your Lord. Dispute you with me over names which you have named -- you and your fathers -- 
with no authority from Allah Then wait, I am with you among those who wait.") (72. So We 
saved him and those who were with him out of mercy from Us, and We severed the roots of 
those who belied Our Ayat; and they were not believers.) 

Allah mentions the rebellion, defiance and stubbornness of Hud's 
people, and their opposition to him, peace be upon him, 



(They said: "You have come to us that we should worship Allah Alone") Later on, the 
disbelievers of Quraysh said, 



(And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) 
from You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the people of Hud used to worship several idols, such as Suda', 
Samud and Al-Haba'. This is why Hud, peace be upon him, said to them, 



("Rijs and wrath have already fallen on you from your Lord.") you deserve " Rijs' from your Lord 
because of what you said. Ibn 'Abbas said that, ' Rijs', means scorn and anger. 



("Dispute you with me over names which you have named -- you and your fathers") 7:71 . Hud 
said, do you dispute with me over these idols that you and your fathers made gods, even 
though they do not bring harm or benefit; did Allah give you authority or proof allowing you to 
worship them Hud further said, 



("with no authority from Allah Then wait, I am with you among those who wait.") this is a 
threat and warning from the Messenger to his people. 



The End of ' Ad 

So Allah said; 



(So We saved him and those who were with him out of mercy from Us, and We severed the 
roots of those who belied Our Ayat; and they were not believers.) Allah mentioned several 
times in the Qur'an, the way the people of 'Ad were destroyed stating that He sent a barren 
wind that destroyed everything it passed by. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And as for * Ad, they were destroyed by a furious violent wind! They were subjected to it for 
seven nights and eight days in succession, so that you could see men lying overthrown 
(destroyed), as if they were hollow trunks of date palms! Do you see any remnants of them) 
69:6-8 When 'Ad rebelled and transgressed, Allah destroyed them with a strong wind that 
carried them, one by one, up in the air and brought each one of them down on his head, thus 
smashing his head and severing it from its body. This is why Allah said, 



(as if they were hollow trunks of date palms!) 69:7 Muhammad bin Ishaq said that ' Ad used 
to live in Yemen between Oman and Hadramawt. They also spread throughout the land and 
defeated various peoples, because of the strength that Allah gave them. They used to worship 
idols instead of Allah, and Allah sent to them Prophet Hud, peace be upon him. He was from 
their most common lineage and was the best among them in status. Hud commanded them to 
worship Allah Alone and associate none with him. He also ordered them to stop committing 
injustice against the people. But they rejected him and ignored his call. They said, 'Who is 
stronger than us' Some of them, however, followed Hud, although they were few and had to 
conceal their faith. When 'Ad defied the command of Allah, rejected His Prophet, committed 
mischief in the earth, became arrogant and built high palaces on every high place -- without 
real benefit to them -- Hud spoke to them, saying, 



("Do you build high palaces on every high place, while you do not live in them And do you get 
for yourselves palaces (fine buildings) as if you will live therein forever. And when you seize 
(somebody), seize you (him) as tyrants Have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.") 26:128-131 
However, 



(They said: "0 Hud! No evidence have you brought us, and we shall not leave our gods for your 
(mere) saying! And we are not believers in you. All that we say is that some of our gods have 
seized you with evil.") meaning, madness, 



(He said: "I call Allah to witness, and bear you witness that I am free from that which you 
associate with Him. So plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I put my trust in 
Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its 
forelock. Verily, my Lord is on the straight path (the truth).") 11:53-56 ." 



Story of the Emissary of ' Ad 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Harith Al-Bakri said: "I went to the Messenger of Allah to 
complain to him about AI-'Ala bin Al-Hadrami. When I passed by the area of Ar-Rabdhah, I 
found an old woman from Bani Tamim who was alone in that area. She said to me, "0 servant 
of Allah! I need to reach the Messenger of Allah to ask him for some of my needs, will you take 
me to him" So I took her along with me to Al-Madinah and found the Masjid full of people. I also 
found a black flag raised high, while Bilal was holding a sword before the Messenger of Allah . I 
asked, "What is the matter with the people" They said, "The Prophet intends to send ' Amr bin 
AI-"As (on a military expedition) somewhere." So I sat down. When the Prophet went to his 
house, I asked for permission to see him, and he gave me permission. I entered and greeted 
him. He said, "Was there a dispute between you and Bani Tamim" I said, "Yes. And we had been 
victorious over them. I passed by an old woman from Bani Tamim, who was alone, and she 
asked me to bring her to you, and she is at the door". So he allowed her in and I said, "0 Allah's 
Messenger! What if you make a barrier between us and (the tribe of) Bani Tamim, such as Ad- 
Dahna' (Desert)" The old woman became angry and opposed me. So I said, "My example is the 
example of a sheep that carried its own destruction. I carried this woman and did not know 



that she was an opponent. I seek refuge with Allah and His Messenger that I become like the 
emissary of ' Ad.' 3d the Prophet asked me about the emissary of ' Ad, having better knowledge 
in it, but he liked to hear the story again. I said, "Once, 'Ad suffered from a famine and they 
sent an emissary to get relief , whose name was Qayl. Qayl passed by Mu' awiyah bin Bakr and 
stayed with him for a month. Mu' awiyah supplied him with alcoholic drinks, and two female 
singers were singing for him. When a month ended, Qayl went to the mountains of Muhrah and 
said, ' Allah! You know that I did not come here to cure an ill person or to ransom a prisoner. 
Allah! Give 'Ad water as You used to.' So black clouds came and he was called, 'Choose 
which one of them you wish (to go to 'Ad)!' So he pointed to one of the black clouds and he 
heard someone proclaiming from it, ' Take it, as ashes that will leave none in ' Ad.' And it has 
been conveyed to me that the wind sent to them was no more than what would pass through 
this ring of mine, but it destroyed them." Abu Wa'il said, "That is true. When a man or a woman 
would send an emissary, they would tell him, 'Do not be like the emissary of 'Ad (bringing 
disaster and utter destruction to them instead of relief).," Imam Ahmad collected this story in 
the Musnad. At-Tirmidhi recorded similar wording for it, as did An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 



(73. And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih. He said: "0 my people! Worship 
Allah! You have no other god but Him. Indeed there has come to you a clear sign from your 
Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto you; so you leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and 
touch her not with harm, lest a painful torment should seize you.) (74. And remember when He 
made you successors (generations) after ' Ad and gave you habitations in the land, you build for 
yourselves palaces in plains, and carve out homes in the mountains. So remember the graces 
(bestowed upon you) from Allah, and do not go about making mischief on the earth.) (75. The 
leaders of those who were arrogant among his people said to those who were counted weak -- 
to such of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one sent from his Lord." They said: "We 
indeed believe in that with which he has been sent.") (76. Those who were arrogant said: 
"Verily, we disbelieve in that which you believe in.") (77. So they killed the she-camel and 
insolently defied the commandment of their Lord, and said: "0 Salih! Bring about your threats 
if you are indeed one of the Messengers (of Allah).") (78. So the earthquake seized them, and 
they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes.) 

Thamud: Their Land and Their Lineage 

Scholars of Tafsir and genealogy say that (the tribe of Thamud descended from) Thamud bin 
' Athir bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh, and he is brother of Jadis son of ' Athir, similarly the tribe of 
Tasm, and they were from the ancient Arabs, AI-' Aribah, before the time of Ibrahim, Thamud 
came after 'Ad. They dwelled between the area of the Hijaz (Western Arabia) and Ash-Sham 
(Greater Syria). The Messenger of Allah passed by the area and ruins of Thamud when he went 
to Tabuk (in northern Arabia) during the ninth year of Hijrah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 
* Umar said, "When the Messenger of Allah went to the area of Al-Hijr in Tabuk with the people, 
he camped near the homes of Thamud, in Al-Hijr and the people brought water from the wells 
that Thamud used before. They used that water to make dough and placed the pots (on fire) 
for cooking. However, the Prophet commanded them to spill the contents of the pots and to 
give the dough to their camels. He then marched forth with them from that area to another 
area, near the well that the camel (as will follow) used to drink from. He forbade the 
Companions from entering the area where people were tormented, saying, 



» 



« 



(I fear that what befell them might befall you as well. Therefore, do not enter on them.)" 
Ahmad narrated that 'Abdullah bin 'Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said while in the 
Hijr area, 



» 



« 

(Do not enter on these who were tormented, unless you do so while crying. If you are not 
crying, then do not enter on them, so that what befell them does not befall you, as well.) The 
basis of this Hadith is mentioned in Two Sahihs. 

The Story of Prophet Salih and Thamud 

Allah said, 



(And to Thamud), meaning, to the tribe of Thamud, We sent their brother Salih, 



(He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but Him.") All Allah's Messengers 
called to the worship of Allah alone without partners. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the 
right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me.") 21 :25 and, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah 
(Alone), and avoid Taghut (all false deities)") 16:36 . 



Thamud asked that a Camel appear from a Stone, and it did 

Prophet Salih said, 



("Indeed there has come to you a clear sign from your Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign 
unto you;") meaning, a miracle has come to you from Allah testifying to the truth of what I 
came to you with. Salih's people asked him to produce a miracle and suggested a certain solid 
rock that they chose, which stood lonely in the area of Hijr, and which was called Al-Katibah. 
They asked him to bring a pregnant camel out of that stone. Salih took their covenant and 
promises that if Allah answers their challenge, they would believe and follow him. When they 
gave him their oaths and promises to that, Salih started praying and invoked Allah (to produce 
that miracle). All of a sudden, the stone moved and broke apart, producing a she-camel with 
thick wool. It was pregnant and its fetus was visibly moving in its belly, exactly as Salih's 
people asked. This is when their chief, Jundu' bin 'Amr, and several who followed him 
believed. The rest of the noblemen of Thamud wanted to believe as well, but Dhu'ab bin " Amr 
bin Labid, Al-Habbab, who tended their idols, and Rabbab bin Surrf ar bin Jilhis stopped them. 
One of the cousins of Jundu' bin " Amr, whose name was Shihab bin Khalifah bin Mikhlat bin 
Labid bin Jawwas, was one of the leaders of Thamud, and he also wanted to accept the 
message. However, the chiefs whom we mentioned prevented him, and he conceded to their 
promptings. The camel remained in Thamud, as well as, its offspring after she delivered it 
before them. The camel used to drink from its well on one day and leave the well for Thamud 
the next day. They also used to drink its milk, for on the days she drank water, they used to 
milk her and fill their containers from its milk. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And inform them that the water is to be shared between (her and) them, each one's right to 
drink being established (by turns)) 54:28 and, 



(Here is a she-camel: it has a right to drink (water), and you have a right to drink (water) 
(each) on a day, known) 26:155 The camel used to graze in some of their valleys, going 
through a pass and coming out through another pass. She did that so as to be able to move 
easily, because she used to drink a lot of water. She was a tremendous animal that had a 
strikingly beautiful appearance. When she used to pass by their cattle, the cattle would be 
afraid of her. When this matter continued for a long time and Thamud's rejection of Salih 
became intense, they intended to kill her so that they could take the water for themselves 
every day. It was said that all of them (the disbelievers of Thamud) conspired to kill the camel. 
Qatadah said that he was told that, "The designated killer of the camel approached them all, 



including women in their rooms and children, and found out that all of them agreed to kill her. 
This fact is apparent from the wording of the Ayat, 



(Then they denied him and they killed it. So their Lord destroyed them because of their sin, 
and made them equal in destruction!) 91:14 , and, 



(And We sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong.) 17:59 Allah 
said here, 



(So they killed the she-camel) Therefore, these Ayat stated that the entire tribe shared in 
agreeing to this crime, and Allah knows best. 



Thamud kills the She-Camel 

Imam Abu Ja'far Ibn Jarir and other scholars of Tafsir said that the reason behind killing the 
camel was that a disbelieving old woman among them named Umm Ghanm * Unayzah, the 
daughter of Ghanm bin Mij I az, had the severest enmity among Thamud towards Salih, peace be 
upon him. She had beautiful daughters and she was wealthy, and Dhu'ab bin ' Amr, one of the 
leaders of Thamud, was her husband. There was another noblewoman whose name was Saduf 
bint Al-Muhayya bin Dahr bin Al-Muhayya, who was of noble family, wealthy and beautiful. She 
was married to a Muslim man from Thamud, but she left him. These two women offered a prize 
for those who swore to them that they would kill the camel. Once, Saduf summoned a man 
called Al-Habbab and offered herself to him if he would kill the camel, but he refused. So she 
called a cousin of hers whose name was MusaddT bin Mihraj bin Al-Muhayya, and he agreed. As 
for ' Unayzah bint Ghanm, she called Qudar bin Salif bin Jundu' , a short person with red-blue 
skin, a bastard, according to them. Qudar was not the son of his claimed father, Salif, but the 
son of another man called, Suhyad. However, he was born on Salif's bed (and thus named after 
him). 'Unayzah said to Qudar, "I will give you any of my daughters you wish, if you kill the 
camel." Qudar bin Salif and MusaddT bin Mihraj went along and recruited several mischievous 
persons from Thamud to kill the camel. Seven more from Thamud agreed, and the group 
became nine, as Allah described, when He said, 



(And there were in the city nine men, who made mischief in the land, and would not reform.) 
These nine men were chiefs of their people, and they lured the entire tribe into agreeing to kill 
the camel. 3d they waited until the camel left the water well, where Qudar waited beside a 
rock on its path, while MusaddT waited at another rock. When the camel passed by MusaddT 
he shot an arrow at her and the arrow pierced her leg. At that time, ' Unayzah came out and 
ordered her daughter, who was among the most beautiful women, to uncover her face for 
Qudar, encouraging Qudar to swing his sword, hitting the camel on her knee. 3d she fell to the 
ground and screamed once to warn her offspring. Qudar stabbed her in her neck and 
slaughtered her. Her offspring went up a high rock and screamed. " Abdur-Razzaq recorded 
from Ma' mar that someone reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basari that the offspring said, "0 my 
Lord! Where is my mother" It was said that her offspring screamed thrice and entered a rock 
and vanished in it, or, they followed it and killed it together with its mother. Allah knows best. 
When they finished the camel off and the news reached Prophet Salih, he came to them while 
they were gathered. When he saw the camel, he cried and proclaimed, 



("Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days.") 11:65 



The Wicked Ones Plot to Kill Prophet Salih, But the Torment 

descended on Them 

The nine wicked persons killed the camel on a Wednesday, and that night, they conspired to 
kill Salih. They said, "If he is truthful, we should finish him before we are finished. If he is a 
liar, we will make him follow hiscamel." 



(They said: "Swear one to another by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack on him and 
his household, and thereafter we will surely say to his near relatives: 'We witnessed not the 
destruction of his household, and verily, we are telling the truth.'" So they plotted a plot, and 
We planned a plan, while they perceived not.) 27:49-50 When they conspired to kill Salih and 
gathered at night to carry out their plot, Allah, to Whom belongs all might and Who protects 
His Messengers, rained down stones that smashed the heads of these nine people before the 



rest of the tribe. On Thursday, the first of the three days of respite, the people woke up and 
their faces were pale (yellow), just as Prophet Sal ih had promised them. On the second day of 
respite, Friday, they woke up and found their faces had turned red. On the third day of the 
respite, Saturday, they woke up with their faces black. On Sunday, they wore the fragrance of 
Hanut the perfume for enshrouding the dead before burial and awaited Allah's torment and 
revenge, we seek refuge with Allah from it. They did not know what will be done to them or 
how and from where the torment would come. When the sun rose, the Sayhah (loud cry) came 
from the sky and a severe tremor overtook them from below; the souls were captured and the 
bodies became lifeless, all in an hour. 



(And they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes.) They became dead and lifeless and none 
among them, whether young, old, male or female, escaped the torment. The scholars of Taf sir 
said that none from the offspring of Thamud remained, except Prophet Salih and those who 
believed in him. A disbelieving man called Abu Righal was in the Sacred Area at the time and 
the torment that befell his people did not touch him. When he went out of the Sacred Area one 
day, a stone fell from the sky and killed him. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar said that 
Ism a* il bin Umayyah said that the Prophet passed by the gravesite of Abu Righal and asked the 
Companions if they knew whose grave it was. They said, "Allah and His Messenger know better." 
He said, 



« » 



» 



« 

(This is the grave of Abu Righal, a man from Thamud. He was in the Sacred Area of Allah and 
this fact saved him from receiving Allah's torment. When he went out of the Sacred Area, what 
befell his people also befell him. He was buried here along with a branch made from gold.) So 
the people used their swords and looked for the golden branch and found it. 'Abdur-Razzaq 
narrated that Ma' mar said that Az-Zuhri said that Abu Righal is the father of the tribe of 
Thaqif. 



(79. Then he Salih turned from them, and said: "0 my people! I have indeed conveyed to you 
the Message of my Lord, and have given you good advice, but you like not good advisers.") 
These are the words of admonishment that Salih conveyed to his people after Allah destroyed 
them for defying Him, rebelling against Him, refusing to accept the truth, avoiding guidance, 
and preferring misguidance instead. Salih said these words of admonishment and criticism to 
them after they perished, and they heard him (as a miracle for Prophet Salih from Allah). 
Similarly, it is recorded in the Two Sahihs that after the Messenger of Allah defeated the 
disbelievers in the battle of Badr, he remained in that area for three days, and then rode his 
camel, which was prepared for him during the latter part of the night. He went on until he 
stood by the well of Badr (where the corpses of the disbelievers were thrown) and said, 



» 



« 

(0 Abu Jahl bin Hisham! ' Utbah bin Rabr ah! Shaybah bin RabP ah! Did you find what your 
Lord has promised you (of torment) to be true, for I found what my Lord promised me (of 
victory) to be true.) x Umar said to him, "0 Allah's Messenger! Why do you speak to a people 
who have rotted" He said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear what I am saying better than they, but they 
cannot reply.) Similarly, Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said to his people, 



("I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of my Lord, and have given you good advice,") but 
you did not benefit from it because you do not like the Truth and do not follow those who give 
you sincere advice, 



("but you like not good advisers.") 



(80. And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: "Do you commit lewdness such as none 
preceding you has committed in all of the nations) (81. "Verily, you practice your lusts on men 
instead of women. Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond bounds.") 

The Story of Prophet Lut, upon Him be Peace, and His People 

Allah said, We sent, 



(And) 



(Lut, when he said to his people..) Lut (Lot) is the son of Haran the son of Azar (Terah), and he 
was the nephew of Ibrahim, peace be upon them both. Lut had believed in Ibrahim and 
migrated with him to the Sham area. Allah then sent Lut to the people of Sadum (Sodom) and 
the surrounding villages, to call them to Allah, enjoin righteousness and forbid them from their 
evil practices, their sin, and wickedness. It this area, they did things that none of the children 
of Adam or any other creatures ever did before them. They used to have sexual intercourse 
with males instead of females. This evil practice was not known among the Children of Adam 
before, nor did it even cross their minds, so they were unfamiliar with it before the people of 
Sodom invented it, may Allah's curse be on them. ' Amr bin Dinar conmented on; 



("...as none preceding you has committed in all of the nations.") "Never before the people of 
Lut did a male have sex with another male." This is why Lut said to them, 



("Do you commit lewdness such as none preceding you has committed in all of the nations 
Verily, you practice your lusts on men instead of women.") meaning, you left women whom 
Allah created for you and instead had sex with men Indeed, this behavior is evil and ignorant 
because you have placed things in their improper places. Lut, peace be upon him, said to 
them: 



("these (the girls of the nation) are my daughters (to marry lawfully), if you must act (so).") 
15:71 3d he reminded them of their women, and they replied that they do not desire 
women!, 



(They said: "Surely, you know that we have neither any desire nor need of your daughters, and 
indeed you know well what we want!" ) 11:79 meaning, you know that we have no desire for 
women and you know what we desire with your guests. 



(82. And the answer of his people was only that they said: "Drive them out of your town, these 
are indeed men who want to be pure (from sins)!") 3d they answered Prophet Lut by trying to 
expel and banish him from their village, along with those who believed with him. Allah indeed 
removed Prophet Lut safely from among them, and He destroyed them in their land in disgrace 
and humiliation. They said (about Lut and the believers): 



("These are indeed men who want to be pure (from sins)!") Qatadah commented, "They shamed 
them (Lut and the believers) with what is not a shame at all." Mujahid commented, "(Lut's 
people said about Lut and the believers,) They are a people who want to be pure from men's 
anuses and women's anuses!" Similar was narrated from Ibn * Abbas. 



(83. Then We saved him and his family, except his wife; she was of the Ghabirin (those who 
lagged behind).) (84. And We rained down on them a rain (of stones). Then see what was the 
end of the criminals.) 

Allah says, We saved Lut and his family, for only his household 

believed in him. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 



(So We brought out from therein the believers. But We found not there any household of the 
Muslims except one of Lut and his daughters ) 51: 35-36 . Only his wife (from his family) did 
not believe, remaining on the religion of her people. She used to conspire with them against 
Lut and inform them of who came to visit him, using certain signals that they agreed on. This is 
why when Lut was commanded to leave by night with his family, he was ordered not to inform 
his wife or take her with him. Some said that she followed them, and when the torment struck 
her people, she looked back and suffered the same punishment as them. However, it appears 
that she did not leave the town and that Lut did not tell her that they would depart. So she 
remained with her people, as apparent from Allah's statement, 



(except his wife; she was of the Ghabirin) meaning, of those who remained, or they say: of 
those who were destroyed, and this is the more obvious explanation. Allah's statement, 



(And We rained down on them a rain) is explained by His other statement, 



(And rained on them stones of baked clay, in a well-arranged manner one after another. 
Marked from your Lord; and they are not ever far from the wrongdoers.) 11:82-83 . Allah said 
here, 



(Then see what was the end of the criminals. ) This Ayah means: ' See, Muhammad, the end 
of those who dared to disobey Allah and reject His Messengers.' Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At- 
Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, all recorded a Hadith from Ibn " Abbas who said that Allah's Messenger 
said; 



» 



« 



(Whoever is found doing the act of the people of Lut, then kill them; the doer and the one it is 
done to.) 



(85. And to (the people of) Madyan, (We sent) their brother Shu' ayb. He said: "0 my people! 
Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has 
come unto you; so give full measure and full weight and wrong not men in their things, and do 
not do mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, that will be better for you, if you 
are believers.) 



Story of Shu ayb, upon him be Peace, and the Land of Madyan 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "They (the people of Madyan) are the descendentsof Madyan, son of 
Midyan, son of Ibrahim. Shu' ayb was the son of Mikil bin Yashjur. And in the Syrian language, 
his name was Yathrun (Jethro)". I (Ibn Kathir) say, Madyan was the name of the tribe and also a 
city that isclose to Ma an on route to the Hijaz (from Ash-Sham). Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And when he arrived at the water (a well) of Madyan he found there a group of men watering 
(their flocks).) 28:23 They are also the people of Al-Aykah (the Woods), as we will mention 
later on, Allah willing, and our trust is in Him. 



(He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him") and this is the call of 
all Messengers, 



("Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come unto you;") meaning, 'Allah has 
presented the proof and evidences of the truth of what I brought you.' He then advised them 
and commanded them to give full measure and full weight and not to wrong men in their 
dealings, meaning, to refrain from cheating people in buying and selling. They used to 
treacherously avoid giving full weight and measure. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Woe to Al-Mutaffifin (those who give less in measure and weight)...) 83:1 until He said, 



(before the Lord of all that exists) 83:6 . These Ayat contain a stern warning and sure promise 
that we ask Allah to save us from. Shu' ayb was called ' Speaker of the Prophets', because of his 
eloquent words and eloquent advice, and Allah stated that Shu' ayb said: 



(86. "And sit not on every road, threatening, and hindering from the path of Allah those who 
believe in Him, and seeking to make it crooked. And remember when you were but few, and He 
multiplied you. And see what was the end of the mischief-makers.) (87. "And if there is a party 
of you who believes in that with which I have been sent and a party who does not believe, so 
be patient until Allah judges between us, and He is the best of judges.") 



Prophet Shu ayb forbade his people from setting up blockades on 

the roads, saying, 



("And sit not on every road, threatening,") threatening people with death if they do not give up 
their money, as they were bandits, according to As-Suddi. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several 
others commented: 



("And sit not on every road, threatening.") the believers who come to Shu' ayb to follow him. 
The first meaning is better, because Prophet Shu' ayb first said to them, 



("on every road...") He then mentioned the second meaning, 



("and hindering from the path of Allah those who believe in Him, and seeking to make it 
crooked.") meaning, you seek to make the path of Allah crooked and deviated, 



("And remember when you were but few, and He multiplied you.") meaning, you were weak 
because you were few. But you later on became mighty because of your large numbers. 
Therefore, remember Allah's favor. 



("And see what was the end of the mischief-makers. ") from the previous nations and earlier 
generations. See the torment and punishment they suffered, because they disobeyed Allah and 
rejected His Messengers. Shu' ayb continued; 



("And if there is a party of you who believes in that with which I have been sent and a party 
who does not believe,") that is, if you divided concerning me, 



("so be patient") that is, then wait and see, 



("until Allah judges between us,"), and you, 



("and He is the best of judges.") Surely, Allah will award the best end to those who fear and 
obey Him and He will destroy the disbelievers. 



(88. The chiefs of those who were arrogant among his people said: "We shall certainly drive you 
out, O Shu' ay b and those who have believed with you from our town, or else you (all) shall 
return to our religion." He said: "Even though we hate it") (89. "We should have invented a lie 
against Allah if we returned to your religion, after Allah has rescued us from it. And it is not for 
us to return to it unless Allah, our Lord, should will. Our Lord comprehends all things in His 
knowledge. In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in 
truth, for You are the best of those who give judgment.") 



Allah describes the way the disbelievers answered His Prophet 

Shu ayb and those who believed in him, by threatening them with 

expulsion from their village, or with forceful reversion to the 

disbeliever's religion. 

The chiefs spoke the words mentioned here to the Messenger Shu' ayb, but intended it for 
those who followed his religion too. The statement, 



("Even though we hate it"), means, would you force us to do that, even though we hate what 
you are calling us to Certainly if we revert to your religion and accept your ways, we will have 
uttered a tremendous lie against Allah by calling partners as rivalsto Him, 



(And it is not for us to return to it unless Allah, our Lord, should will.) This part of the Ayah 
refers all matters to Allah's will, and certainly, He has perfect knowledge of all matters and His 
observation encompasses all things, 



(In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. ), concerning all our affairs, what we practice of them and 
what we ignore, 



(Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in truth) judge between us and our people and 
give us victory over them, 



(for You are the best of those who give judgment) and You are the Most Just Who never wrongs 
any in His judgment. 



(90. The chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people said (to their people): "If you follow 
Shu' ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!") (91. 3d the earthquake seized them and they lay 
(dead), prostrate in their homes.) (92. Those who belied Shu' ayb, became as if they had never 
dwelt there (in their homes). Those who belied Shu' ayb, they were the losers.) Allah describes 
the enormity of disbelief, rebellion, transgression and misguidance (of Shu' ayb's people) and 
the defiance of truth encrypted in their hearts. They vowed, saying, 



("If you follow Shu' ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!") Allah answered them, 



(So the earthquake seized them and they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes) Allah said that 
the earthquake shook them, as punishment for threatening to expel Shu' ayb and his followers. 
Allah mentioned their end again in Suah Hud, 



(And when Our commandment came, We saved Shu' ayb and those who believed with him by a 
mercy from Us. And the Sayhah (loud cry) seized the wrongdoers, and they lay (dead) prostrate 
in their homes.) 11:94 This Ayah mentions the Sayhah (cry) that struck them after they 
mocked Shu' ayb, saying, 



(Does your Salah (prayer) command you...) so it was befitting to mention here the cry that 
made them silence. In Surat Ash-Shu' ara', Allah said, 



(But they belied him, so the torment of the Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them. 
Indeed that wasthe torment of a Great Day) 26:189 because they challenged Shu' ayb, 



("So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!") 26:187 . Therefore, 
Allah stated that each of these forms of punishment struck them on the Day of the Shadow. 
First, 



(So the torment of the Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them) 26:189 when a gloomy 
cloud came over them (containing) fire, flames and a tremendous light. Next, a cry from the 
sky descended on them and a tremor shook them from beneath. Consequently, their souls were 
captured, their lives were taken and their bodies became idle, 



(and they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes). Allah said next, 



(They became as if they had never dwelt there) meaning, after the torment seized them, it 
looked as if they never dwelled in the land from which they wanted to expel their Messenger 
Shu' ayb and his followers. Here, Allah refuted their earlier statement, 



(Those who belied Shu' ayb, they were the losers.) 



(93. Then he (Shu' ayb) turned from them and said: "0 my people! I have indeed conveyed my 
Lord's Messages unto you and I have given you good advice. Then how can I grieve over people 
who are disbelievers.") Prophet Shu' ayb, peace be upon him, turned away from his people 
after the torment, punishment and destruction struck them, admonishing and censuring them 
by saying to them, 



("0 my people! I have indeed conveyed my Lord's Messages unto you and I have given you good 
advice.") Shu' ayb said, I have conveyed to you what I was sent with, so I will not feel any 
sorrow for you since you disbelieved in what I brought you, 



("Then how can I grieve over pepple who are disbelievers") 



(94. And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied him), but We seized its people 
with Ba'sa' and Darra', so that they might humble themselves (to Allah).) (95. Then We changed 
the evil for the good, until they 'Afaw (increased), and said: "Our fathers were touched with 
evil and with good." 3d We seized them all of a sudden while they were unaware.) 



Afflictions that struck Earlier Nations 

Allah mentions the Ba'sa' and Darra' that struck the earlier nations to whom He sent Prophets. 
Ba'sa', refers to the physical sicknesses and ailments that they suffered, while Darra', refers to 
the poverty and humiliation that they experienced, 



(so that they might humble themselves) supplicate, humble themselves and invoke Allah, that 
He might remove the afflictions that they suffered from. This Ayah indicates that Allah sent 
down severe afflictions to them so that they might invoke Him, but they did not do what He 
ordered them. Therefore, He changed the affliction into prosperity to test them, 



(Then We changed the evil for the good,) Therefore, Allah changed the hardship into 
prosperity, disease and sickness into health and well-being, and poverty into richness in 
provision, so that they might be thankful to Allah for this, but they did none of that. Allah's 
statement, 



(until they * Afaw) refersto increase in numbers, wealth and offspring. Allah said next, 



(. . and they said: "Our fathers were touched with evil and with good." So We seized them all of 
a sudden while they were unaware.) He tested them with this (afflictions) and that (ease and 
abundance) so that they may humble themselves and repent to Him. However, they failed both 
tests, for neither this nor that compelled them to change their ways. They said, "We suffered 
Ba'sa' and Darra', but prosperity came afterwards, just as like our forefathers in earlier times." 
"Therefore," they said, "it is a cycle where we sometimes suffer a hardship and at other times, 
we enjoy a bounty." However, they did not comprehend Allah's wisdom, nor the fact that He is 
testing them in both cases. To the contrary, the believers are grateful to Allah in good times 
and practice patience in hard times. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that says; 



» 



« 

(The matter of the believer is amazing, for nothing that Allah decrees for him, but it is better 
for him. If a Darra' (harm) strikes him, he is patient, and this is better for him, if he is given 
Sarra' (prosperity), he thanks (Allah) for it and this is better for him.) The believer, therefore, 
is aware of the test behind the afflictions whether it may be prosperity or adversity that Allah 
sendsto him, as well asthe blessings. Smilarly, in another Hadith, 



» 



« 



(The believer will continue to be tested by afflictions until he ends up pure from sin. And the 
parable of the hypocrite isthat of a donkey, it does not know why itsownerstied it or released 
it.) Allah said next, 



(So We seized them all of a sudden while they were unaware.) meaning, We struck them with 
punishment all of a sudden, while they were unaware. A Hadith describes sudden death, 



» 

« 

(Sudden death is a mercy for the believer, but a sorrowful punishment for the disbeliever.) 



(96. And if the people of the towns had believed and had Taqwa, certainly, We should have 
opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth, but they belied (the Messengers). 3d 
We took them (with punishment) for what they used to earn.) (97. Did the people of the towns 
then feel secure against the coming of Our punishment by night while they were asleep) (98. 
Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of Our punishment in the 
forenoon while they were playing) (99. Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan None feels 
secure from Allah's plan except the people who are the losers.) 



Blessings come with Faith, while Kufr brings Torment 

Allah mentions here the little faith of the people of the towns to whom He sent Messengers. In 
another instance, Allah said, 



(Was there any town (community) that believed (after seeing the punishment), and its faith (at 
that moment) saved it (from the punishment) -- Except the people of Yunus; when they 
believed, We removed from them the torment of disgrace in the life of the (present) world, 
and permitted them to enjoy for a while.) 10:98 This Ayah indicates that no city believed in 
its entirety, except the city of Prophet Yunus, for they all believed after they were stricken by 
punishment. Allah said (about Prophet Yunus), 



(And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even more. And they believed; so We gave 
them enjoyment for a while.) 37:147-148 Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We did not send a warner to a township....) 34:34 Allah said here, 



(And if the people of the towns had believed and had Taqwa. ..) meaning their hearts had faith 
in what the Messenger brought them, believed and obeyed him, and had Taqwa by performing 
the acts of obedience and abstaining from the prohibitions, 



(We should have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth,) in reference to the 
rain that fallsfrom the sky and the vegetation of the earth. Allah said, 



(but they belied (the Messengers). So We took them (with punishment) for what they used to 
earn.) They denied their Messengers, so that We punished them and sent destruction on them 
as a result of the sins and wickedness that they earned. Allah then said, while warning and 
threatening against defying His orders and daring to commit His prohibitions, 



(Did the people of the towns then feel secure), meaning the disbelievers among them, 



(that should come to them our punishment), Our torment and punishing example, 



(Bayatan) during the night, 



(while they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of 
Our punishment in the forenoon while they were playing) while they are busy in their affairs 
and unaware. 



(Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan) His torment, vengeance, and His power to 
destroy them while they are inattentive and heedless, 



(None feels secure from Allah's plan except the people who are the losers.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
said, "The believer performs the acts of worship, all the while feeling fear, in fright and 
anxiety. The Fajir (wicked sinner, or disbeliever) commits the acts of disobedience while 
feeling safe (from Allah'storment)!" 



(100. Is it not a guidance for those who inherit the earth from its previons inhabitants that had 
We willed, We would have punished them for their sins. And We seal up their hearts so that 
they hear not) 



Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(Is it not a guidance for those who inherit the earth from its previous inhabitants. ..) "(Allah 
says,) did We not make clear to them that had We willed, We would have punished them 
because of their sins" Mujahid and several others said similarly. Abu Ja' f ar bin Jarir At-Tabari 
explained this Ayah, "Allah says, " Did We not make clear to those who succeeded on the earth 
after destroying the previous nations who used to dwell in that land. Then they followed their 
own ways, and behaved asthey did and were unruly with their Lord. Did We not make clear to 
them that, 



(that had We willed, We would have punished them for their sins.) by bringing them the same 
end that was decreed for those before them, 



(And We seal up their hearts), We place a cover over their heart, 



(so that they hear not), words of advice or reminding'" I say that similarly, Allah said, 



(Is it not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them, in whose 
dwellingsthey walk Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of understanding.) 20:128 



(Is it not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them in whose 
dwellings they do walk about Verily, therein indeed are signs. Would they not then listen) 
32:26 and, 



(Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave (the world for the Hereafter). And you 
dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged themselves) 14:44-45 Also, Allah said, 



(And how many a generation before them have We destroyed! Can you find a single one of 
them or hear even a whisper of them) 19:98 meaning, do you see any of them or hear their 
voices There are many other Ayat that testify that Allah's torment strikes His enemies, while 
His bounty reaches His faithful believers. Thereafter comes Allah's statement, and He is the 
Most Truthful, the Lord of all that exists, 



(101. Those were the towns whose story We relate unto you. And there came indeed to them 
their Messengers with clear proofs, but they were not such who would believe in what they 
rejected before. Thus Allah does seal up the hearts of the disbelievers.) (102. And most of 
them We found not true to their covenant, but most of them We found indeed rebellious.) 
After narrating the stories of the people of Prophets Nuh, Hud, Salih, Lut and Shu' ayb, 
destroying the disbelievers, saving the believers, warning these nations by explaining the truth 
to them with the evidence sent in the words of His Messengers, may Allah's peace and blessings 
be on them all, Allah said; 



(Those were the townsthat We relate to you) Muhammad, 



(their story), and news, 



(And there came indeed to them their Messengers with clear proofs,) and evidences of the 
truth of what they brought them. Allah said in other Ayah, 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 17:15 , and, 



(That is some of the news of the towns which We relate unto you; of them, some are standing, 
and some have been reaped. We wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 11:100- 
101 Allah said 



(but they were not such who would believe in what they had rejected before.) meaning they 
would not have later on believed in what the Messengers brought them, because they denied 
the truth when it first came to them (although they recognized it), according to the Tafsir of 
Ibn " Atiyyah. This explanation is sound, and is supported by Allah's statement, 



(And what will make you perceive that if it came, they will not believe And We shall turn their 
hearts and their eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe therein for the first 
time.) 6:109-110 This is why Allah said here, 



(Thus Allah does seal up the hearts of the disbelievers. And most of them We found not...) 
meaning, We did not find most of the previous nations, 



(true to their covenant, but most of them We found to indeed be rebellious.) This Ayah means, 
We found most of them to be rebellious, deviating away from obedience and compliance. The 
covenant mentioned here is the Fitrah that Allah instilled in them while still in their fathers' 
loins, and taking their covenant, that He is their Lord, King, and that there is no deity worthy 
of worship except Him,. They affirmed this covenant and testified against themselves to this 
fact. However, they defied this covenant, threw it behind their backs and worshipped others 
besides Allah, having no proof or plea, nor support from rationality or by divine law. Surely, the 
pure Fitrah defies these actions, while all the honorable Messengers, from beginning to end, 
forbade them. Muslim collected the Hadith, 



» 



« 



(Allah said, "I created My servants Hunafa' (monotheists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion and prohibited them what I allowed them.") It is recorded in 
the Two Sahihs, 



» 
« 



(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian 
or aZoroastrian.) 



(103. Then after them We sent Musa with Our signs to Fir' awn and his chiefs, but they 
wrongfully rejected them. 3d see how wasthe end of the mischief-makers) 



Story of Prophet Musa, upon him be Peace, and Fir awn 

Allah said, 



(Then after them We sent), after the Messengers whom We mentioned, such as Nuh, Hud, Salih 
Lut and Shu' ayb (may Allah's peace and blessings be on them and the rest of Allah's Prophets), 
We sent , 



(Musa with Our signs) proofs and clear evidences, to Fir' awn, who was ruler of Egypt during the 
time of Musa, 



(and his chiefs) the people of Fir' awn, 



(but they wrongfully rejected them), they denied and disbelieved in the signs, out of injustice 
and stubbornness on their part. Allah said about them in another Ayah, 



(And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully and arrogantly, though they were themselves 
convinced thereof. So see what was the end of the evildoers.) 27:14 The Ayah says, 'those 
who hindered from the path of Allah and belied in His Messengers, look how We punished them, 
We caused them to drown, all of them, while Musa and his people were watching.' Public 
drowning added disgrace to the punishment that Fir' awn and his people suffered, while adding 
comfort to the hearts of Allah's party, Musa and those people who believed in him. 



(104. And Musa said: "O Fir' awn! Verily, I am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists.") 
(105. "Proper it is for me that I say nothing concerning Allah but the truth. Indeed I have come 
unto you from your Lord with a clear proof. So let the Children of Israel depart along with 
me.") (106. Fir' awn said: "If you have come with a sign, show it forth, if you are one of those 



who tell the truth.") Allah mentions a debate that took place between Musa and Fir' awn, and 
Musa's refuting Fif awn with the unequivocal proof and clear miracles, in the presence of 
Fir' awn and his people, the Copts of Egypt. Allah said, 



(And Musa said: "0 Fir' awn! Verily, I am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists".) meaning 
Musa said, "the one Who sent me is the Creator, Lord and King of all things,' 



("Proper it is for me that I say nothing concerning Allah but the truth. ") " It is incumbent and a 
duty for me to convey only the Truth from Him, because of what I know of His might and 
power.' 



("Indeed I have come unto you from your Lord with a clear proof.") "I brought unequivocal 
evidence that Allah gave me to prove that I am conveying the truth to you,' 



("3d let the Children of Israel depart along with me.") means, release them from your slavery 
and subjugation. Let them worship your Lord and their Lord. They are from the offspring of an 
honorable Prophet, Isra'il, who is Ya" qub son of Ishaq son of Ibrahim, the Khalil (intimate 
friend) of Allah. 



( Fir" awn said: "If you have come with a sign, show it forth, if you are one of those who tell 
the truth.") Fir" awn said, ' I will not believe in what you have said nor entertain your request'. 
Therefore, he said, " if you have proof, then produce it for us to see, so that we know if your 
claim istrue.' 



(107. Then Musa threw his staff and behold! it was a Thu' ban serpent, manifest!) (108. 
And he drew out his hand, and behold! it was white (with radiance) for the beholders.) 'AM bin 
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(a Thif ban serpent, manifest), refers to "The male snake." As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak said 
similarly. A report from Ibn 'Abbas said, 



"(Then (Musa) threw his staff), and it turned into a huge snake that opened its mouth and 
rushed towards Fir' awn. When Fir' awn saw the snake rushing towards him, he jumped from his 
throne and cried to Musa for help, so that Musa would remove the snake from his way. Musa did 
that." As-Suddi commented, 



(and behold! It was a Thu' ban serpent, manifest!) "This Thu' ban refers to male snakes. 
The snake opened its mouth and headed towards Fir' awn to swallow him, placing its lower jaw 
on the ground and its upper jaw reaching the (top of the) wall of the palace. When Fir' awn 
saw the snake, he was frightened, so he jumped and wet himself and he never wet himself 
before this incident. He cried, ' O Musa! Take it away and I will believe in you and release the 
Children of Israel to you.' So Musa, peace be on him, took it, and it became a staff again. " 



(And he drew out his hand, and behold! it was white (with radiance) for the beholders.) Musa 
took his hand out of his cloak after he inserted his hand in it and it was shining, not because of 
leprosy or sickness. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And put your hand into your bosom, it will come forth white without hurt.) 27:12 Ibn ~ Abbas 
said, "without hurt', means, ' not because of leprosy'. Musa inserted his hand again in his sleeve 
and it returned back to its normal color." Mujahid and several others said similarly. 



(109. The chiefs of the people of Fif awn said: "This is indeed a well-versed sorcerer.") (110. 
"He wants to get you out of your land, so what do you advise") 



Fir awn's People say that Musa is a Magician 



The chiefs and noblemen of the people of Fir' awn agreed with Fir' awn's statement about 
Musa. After Fir' awn felt safe and returned to histhrone, he said to the chiefsof his people, 



(This is indeed a well-versed sorcerer) and they agreed. They held counsel to decide what they 
should do about Musa. They conspired to extinguish the light that he brought and bring down 
his word. They plotted to portray Musa as a liar and fake. They feared that he might lure 
people to his side by his magic, they claimed, and thus prevail over them and drive them away 
from their land. What they feared occured, just as Allah said, 



(And We let Fir' awn and Haman and their hosts receive from them that which they feared.) 
28:6 After they conferred about Musa, they agreed on a plot, as Allah said about them, 



(111. They said: "Put him and his brother off (for a time), and send callers to the cities to 
collect") (112. "That they bring to you all well-versed sorcerers.") Ibn ' Abbas commented, 



("Put him off"), means, "delay him (for a time)." 



("and send to the cities"), areas and provinces of your kingdom -- Fir' awn, 



("to collect") to gather magicians from various lands. At this time, magic was the trade of the 
day and it was widespread and popular. They had the idea that what Musa brought was a type 
of magic similar to the magic that the sorcerers of their time practiced. Because of this 
incorrect assumption, they brought all the magicians in order to defeat the miracles that he 
showed them. Allah said about Fir' awn, 



(Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint a meeting between us and you, 
which neither we nor you shall fail to keep, in an open place where both shall have a just and 
equal chance." Musa said: "Your appointed meeting is the day of the festival, and let the 
people assemble when the sun has risen (forenoon)." So Fir' awn withdrew, devised his plot and 
then came back.) 20:58-60 . Allah said, 



(113. And so the sorcerers came to Fif awn. They said: "Indeed there will be a (good) reward 
for us if we are the victors.") (114. He said: "Yes, and moreover you will (in that case) be of the 
nearest (to me).") 



The Magicians convene and change Their Ropes into Snakes before 

Musa 

Allah describes the conversation that took place between Fif awn and the magicians he 
collected to defeat Musa, peace be upon him. Fir' awn told them that he will reward them and 
give them tremendous provisions. He made them hope in acquiring what they wished for and to 
make them among his private audience and best associates. When they were assured of the 
cursed Fir' awn's promises, 



(115. They said: "0 Musa! Either you throw (first), or shall we have the (first) throw") (116. He 
Musa said: "Throw you (first)." So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the people, 
and struck terror into them, and they displayed a great trick.) The magicians challenged Musa, 
when they said, 



(Ether you throw (first), or shall we have the (first) throw) before you. In another Ayah, they 
said, 



(Or we be the first to throw) 20:65 . Musa said to them, you throw first. It was said that the 
wisdom behind asking them to throw first, isthat - Allah knows best - the people might witness 
the magicians' sorcery first. When the magicians had cast their spell and captured the eyes, the 
clear and unequivocal truth came, at a time when they all anticipated and waited for it to 
come, thus making the truth even more impressive to their hearts. This is what happened. 
Allah said, 



(So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck terror into them,) 
meaning, they deceived the eyes and made them think that thet trick was real, when it was 
only an illusion, j ust as Allah said, 



(So Musa conceived fear in himself. We (Allah) said: "Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper 
hand. And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which they have 
made. That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be 
successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain") 20:67-69 . Ibn ' Abbas commented 
that the magicians threw, "Thick ropes and long sticks, and they appeared to be crawling, an 
illusion that they created with their magic." 



(117. And We revealed to Musa (saying): "Throw your stick," and behold! It swallowed up 
straight away all the falsehood which they showed.) (118. Thus truth was confirmed, and all 
that they did was made of no effect.) (119. So they were defeated there and returned 
disgraced.) (120. And the sorcerers fell down prostrate.) (121. They said: "We believe in the 
Lord of all that exists.) (122. "The Lord of Musa and Harun.") 



Musa defeats the Magicians, Who believe in Him 

Allah states that at that tremendous moment, in which Allah differentiated between Truth and 
Falsehood, He sent a revelation to His servant and Messenger Musa, peace be upon him, 
ordering him to throw the stick that he held in his right hand, 



(It swallowed straight away) and devoured, 



(all the falsehood which they showed.) the magic that they caused the illusion with, of magic 
with which they caused making it appear real, whereas it was not real at all. Ibn 'Abbas said 
that Musa's stick swallowed all the ropes and sticks that the magicians threw. The magicians 
realized that this was from heaven and was by no means magic. They fell in prostration and 
proclaimed, 



("We believe in the Lord of all that exists. The Lord of Musa and Harun ). Muhammad bin Ishaq 
commented, "It followed the ropes and sticks one after another, until nothing that the 
sorcerers threw remained. Musa then held it in his hand, and it became a stick again j ust as it 
was before. The magicians fell in prostration and proclaimed, 'We believe in the Lord of all 
that exists, the Lord of Musa and Harun. Had Musa been a magician, he would not have 
prevailed over us. '" Al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah commented, "Allah revealed to Musa to throw his 
stick. When he threw his stick, it became a huge, manifest snake that opened its mouth and 
swallowed the magicians' ropes and sticks. On that, the magicians fell in prostration. They did 
not raise their heads before seeing the Paradise, the Fire, and the recompense of their 
inhabitants." 



(123. Fir' awn said: "You have believed in him Musa before I gave you permission. Surely, this 
is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive out its people, but you shall come to 



know.") (124. "Surely, I will cut off your hands and your feet from opposite sides, then I will 
crucify you all.") (125. They said: "Verily, we are returning to our Lord.") (126. "And you take 
vengeance on us only because we believed in the Ayat of our Lord when they reached us! Our 
Lord! pour out on us patience, and cause us to die as Muslims.") 



Fir awn threatens the Magicians after They believed in Musa and 

Their Response to Him 

Allah mentions the threats that the Fir' awn - may Allah curse him - made to the magicians 
after they believed Musa, peace be upon him, and the deceit and cunning that Fir' awn showed 
the people. Fir' awn said, 



(Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive out its people,) meaning 
Fir' awn proclaimed, ' Musa's defeating you today was because you plotted with him and agreed 
to that.' Fir' awn also said, 



(He (Musa) is your chief who has taught you magic.) 20:71 However, Fir' awn and all those 
who had any sense of reason knew for sure that what Fir' awn said was utterly false. As soon as 
Musa came from Madyan, he called Fir' awn to Allah and demonstrated tremendous miracles 
and clear proofs for the Truth that he brought. Fir' awn then sent emissaries to various cities of 
his kingdom and collected magicians who were scattered throughout Egypt. Fir' awn and his 
people chose from them, summoned them, and Fir' awn promised them great rewards. These 
magicians were very eager to prevail over Musa in front of Fir' awn, so that they might become 
closer to him. Musa neither knew any of them nor saw or met them before. Fir' awn knew that, 
but he claimed otherwise to deceive the ignorant masses of his kingdom, just as Allah 
described them, 



(Thus he Fir' awn fooled his people, and they obeyed him.) 43:54 Certainly, a people who 
believed Fir' awn in his statement, 



("I am your lord, most high.") 79:24 , are among the most ignorant and misguided creatures of 
Allah. In his Tafsir, As-Suddi reported that Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, and several other 
Companions, commented, 



("Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city...") "Musa met the leader of the 
magicians and said to him, ' If I defeat you, will you believe in me and bear witness that what I 
brought is the truth' The magician said, ' Tomorrow, I will produce a type of magic that cannot 
be defeated by another magic. By Allah! If you defeat me, I will believe in you and testify to 
your truth.' Fir' awn was watching them, and this is why he said what he said." Misstatement, 



("to drive out its people"), means, so that you all cooperate to gain influence and power, 
replacing the chiefs and masters of this land. In this case, power in the state will be yours, 



("but you shall come to know"), what I will do to you. He then explained histhreat, 



("Surely, I will cut off your hands and your feet from opposite sides.") by cutting the right hand 
and the left leg or the opposite, 



("then I will crucify you all.") just as he said in another Ayah, 



("Fi the trunks of date palms") 20:71 , Fi in this Ayah means "on". Ibn ' Abbas said that Fir' awn 
was the first to crucify and cut off hands and legs on opposite sides. The magicians said, 



("Verily, we are returning to our Lord.") They said, 'We are now sure that we will go back to 
Allah. Certainly, Allah's punishment is more severe than your punishment and His torment for 



what you are calling us to, this day, and the magic you forced us to practice, is greater than 
your torment. Therefore, we will observe patience in the face of your punishment today, so 
that we are saved from Allah'storment.' They continued, 



("Our Lord! pour out on us patience"), with your religion and being firm in it, 



("and cause us to die as Muslims."), as followers of Your Prophet Musa, peace be upon him. 
They also said to Fir' awn, 



("So decide whatever you desire to decree, for you can only decide for the life of this world. 
Verily, we have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults, and the magic to which 
you did compel us. And Allah is better to reward and more lasting in punishment . Verily, 
whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal, then surely, for him is Hell, wherein he will neither 
die nor live. But whoever comes to Him (Allah) as a believer, and has done righteous good 
deeds, for such are the high ranks (in the Hereafter).) 20:72-75 . The magicians started the 
day as sorcerers and ended as honorable martyrs! Ibn ' Abbas, ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr, Qatadah and 
Ibn Jurayj commented, "They started the day as sorcerers and ended it as martyrs." 



(127. The chiefs of Fir' awn's people said: "Will you leave Musa and his people to spread 
mischief in the land, and to abandon you and your gods" He said: "We will kill their sons, and 
let their women live, and we have indeed irresistible power over them.") (128. Musa said to his 
people: "Seek help in Allah and be patient. Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage 
to whom He wills of His servants; and the (blessed) end is for the pious and righteous persons.") 
(129. They said: "We suffered troubles before you came to us, and since you have come to us." 
He said: "It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you successors on the 
earth, so that He may see how you act") 

Fir awn vows to kill the Children of Israel, Who complain to Musa; 

Allah promises Them Victory 

Allah mentions the conspiracy of Fir' awn and his people, their ill intentions and their hatred 
for Musa and his people. 



(The chiefs of Fir' awn's people said), to Fir' awn, 



("Will you leave Musa and his people"), will you let them be free, 



("to spread mischief in the land"), spreading unrest among your subjects and calling them to 
worship their Lord instead of you Amazingly, these people were worried that Musa and his 
people would cause mischief! Rather, Fir' awn and his people are the mischief-makers, but they 
did not realize it. They said, 



("and to abandon you and your gods") 'Your gods', according to Ibn 'Abbas, as As-Suddi 
narrated from him, "Were cows. Whenever they saw a beautiful cow, Fir' awn would command 
them to worship it. This is why As-Samiri, made the statue of a calf that seemed to moo for the 
Children of Israel." Fir' awn accepted his people's recommendation, saying, 



("We will kill their sons, and let their women live") thus reiterating his previous order 
concerning the Children of Israel. He had tormented them killing every newly born male 
before Musa was born, so that Musa would not live. However, the opposite of what Fir' awn 
sought and intended occurred. The same end struck Fir' awn that he intended to subjugate and 
humiliate the Children of Israel with. Allah gave victory to the Children of Israel, humiliated 
and disgraced Fir' awn, and caused him to drown along with his soldiers. When Fir' awn insisted 
on his evil plot against the Children of Israel, 



(Musa said to his people: "Seek help in Allah and be patient") and promised them that the good 
end will be theirs and that they will prevail, saying, 



("Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His servants; and the 
(blessed) end is for the pious and righteous persons." They said: "We suffered troubles before 
you came to us, and since you have come to us.") The Children of Israel replied to Musa, 'they 
(Fir' awn and his people) inflicted humiliation and disgrace on us, some you witnessed, both 
before and after you came to us, Musa'! Musa replied, reminding them of their present 
situation and how it will change in the future, 



("It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy. ..") encouraging them to appreciate Allah 
when the afflictions are removed and replaced by a bounty. 



(130. And indeed We punished the people of Fir' awn with years of drought and lack of fruits 
(crops), that they might remember (take heed).) (131. But whenever good came to them, they 
said: "This is for us." And if evil afflicted them, they considered it an omen about Musa and 
those with him. Be informed! Verily, their omens are with Allah but most of them know not.) 



Fir awn and His People suffer Years of Drought 

Allah said, 



(And indeed We punished the people of Fir" awn) We tested and tried them, 



(with years of drought) of famine due to little produce, 



(and lack of fruits), which is less severe, according to Mujahid. Abu Ishaq narrated that Faja' 
bin Haywah said, "The date tree used to produce only one date!" 



(That they might remember (take heed). But whenever good came to them) such as a fertile 
season and provisions, 



(they said, "This is for us."), because we deserve it, 



(and if evil afflicted them) drought and famine, 



(they considered it an omen Musa and those with him. ) saying that this hardship is because of 
them and what they have done. 



(Verily, their omens are with Allah) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on 
the Ayah, 



(Verily, their omens are with Allah) "Allah says that their afflictions are with and from Him, 



(but most of them know not.) 



(132. They said to Musa : "Whatever Ayat you may bring to us, to work therewith your sorcery 
on us, we shall never believe in you.") (133. So We sent on them: the Tuwfan, the locusts, the 
Qummal, the frogs, and the blood (as a succession of) manifest signs, yet they remained 
arrogant, and they were of those people who were criminals.) (134. And when the punishment 
struck them, they said: "0 Musa! Invoke your Lord for us because of His promise to you. If you 
remove the punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, and we shall let the Children 
of Israel go with you.") (135. But when We removed the punishment from them for a fixed 
term, which they had to reach, behold! They broke their word!) 

Allah punishes the People of Fir awn because of Their Rebellion 

Allah describes the rebellion, tyranny, defiance of the truth and insistence on falsehood of the 
people of Fir" awn, prompting them to proclaim, 



("Whatever Ayat you may bring to us, to work therewith your sorcery on us, we shall never 
believe in you.") They said, "whatever miracle, proof and evidence you bring us, we will 
neither accept it from you nor believe in you or what you came with.' Allah said, 



(So We sent on them the Tufan) Ibn "Abbas commented; "It was a heavy rain that ruined the 
produce and fruits." He is also reported to have said that Tuwfan refers to mass death. Mujahid 
said it is water that carries the plague every where. As for the locust, it is the well-known 



insect, which is permissible to eat. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, that Abu Ya"fur said that 
he asked 'Abdullah bin Abi Awfa about locust. He said, "We participated in seven battles with 
the Messenger of Allah , and we used to eat locusts." Ash-Shafi"i, Ahmad bin Hanbal and Ibn 
Majah recorded from " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam that his father narrated from Ibn 
" Umar that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(We were allowed two dead animals and two kinds of blood: fish and locust, and kidney and 
spleen.) Ibn Abi Najih narrated from Mujahid about Allah's statement, 



(So We sent on them: the flood, the locusts ...) "Eating the nails on their doors and leaving the 
wood." As for the Qummal, Ibn 'Abbas said that it is the grain bug, or, according to another 
view; small locusts that do not have wings. Smilar was reported from Mujahid, " Ikrimah and 
Qatadah. Al-Hasan and Sa" id bin Jubayr said that " Qummal' are small black insects. Abu Ja" far 
bin Jarir recorded that Sa" id bin Jubayr said, "When Musa came to Fir' awn, he demanded, 
* Release the Children of Israel to me.' But, Fir" awn did not comply; and Allah sent the Tuwfan, 
and that is a rain which continued until they feared that it was a form of torment. They said to 
Musa, " Invoke your Lord to release us from this rain, and we will believe in you and send the 
Children of Israel with you.' Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the affliction from them. 
However, they did not believe, nor did they send the Children of Israel with him. In that year, 
Allah allowed (the earth) to grow various types of produce, fruits and grass for them as never 
before. They said, 'This is what we hoped for.' 3d Allah sent the locusts, and the locusts 
started to feed on the grass. When they saw the effect the locusts had on the grass, they knew 
that no vegetation would be saved from devastation. They said, "0 Musa! Invoke your Lord so 
that He will remove the locusts from us, and we will believe in you and release the Children of 
Israel to you.' Musa invoked his Lord, and He removed the locusts. Still, they did not believe 
and did not send the Children of Israel with him. 

They collected grains and kept them in their homes. They said, " We saved our crops.' However, 
Allah sent the Qummal, grain bugs, and one of them would take ten bags of grains to the mill, 
but only reap three small bags of grain. They said, '0 Musa! Ask your Lord to remove the 
Qummal (weevil) from us and we will believe in you and send the Children of Israel with you.' 
Musa invoked his Lord, and Allah removed the Qummal from them. However, they did not send 
the Children of Israel with him. Once, when he was with Fir" awn, Musa heard the sound of a 
frog and said to Fir" awn, " What will you and your people suffer from this (the frogs)' Fir" awn 
said, "What can frogs do' Yet, by the time that night arrived a person would be sitting in a 
crowd of frogs that reached up to his chin and could not open his mouth to speak without a 
frog j umping in it. They said to Musa, " Invoke your Lord to remove these frogs from us, and we 
will believe in you and send the Children of Israel with you.' Musa invoked his Lord, but they did 
not believe. 

Allah then sent blood that filled the rivers, wells and the water containers they had. They 
complained to Fir" awn, saying, " We are inflicted with blood and do not have anything to drink.' 
He said, " Musa has bewitched you.' They said, " How could he do that when whenever we look 



for water in our containers we found that it hasturned into blood' They came to Musa and said, 
x Invoke your Lord to save us from this blood, and we will believe in you and send the Children 
of Israel with you.' Musa invoked his Lord and the blood stopped, but they did not believe nor 
send the Children of Israel with him." A similar account was attributed to Ibn ' Abbas, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and several others among the Salaf. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said, "The enemy 
of Allah, Fir' awn, went back defeated and humiliated, after the sorcerers believed (in Musa). 
He insisted on remaining in disbelief and persisted in wickedness. Allah sent down the signs to 
him, and he (and his people) were first inflicted by famine. Allah then sent the flood, the 
locusts, the Qummal, the frogs then blood, as consecutive signs. When Allah sent the flood, it 
filled the surface of the earth with water. But the water level receded, and they could not 
make use of it to till the land or do anything else. They became hungry. This is when, 



(They said: "0 Musa! Invoke your Lord for us because of His promise to you. If you remove the 
punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, and we shall let the Children of Israel go 
with you.") Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the affliction from them, but they did not 
keep their promises. 3d Allah sent locusts that ate the trees and consumed the nails on their 
doors, until the doors fell from their homes and residences. They again said what they said to 
Musa before, and he called on his Lord and He removed the affliction. Still, they did not keep 
their promises, and Allah sent the Qummal. Musa, peace be upon him, was commanded to go to 
a mound and strike it with his staff. So Musa went to a huge mound, struck it with his staff and 
the Qummal fell out of it in tremendous numbers, until they overwhelmed the houses and food 
reserves, ultimately depriving them of sleep and rest. When they suffered under this affliction, 
they said similar to what they said before, and Musa invoked his Lord and He removed the 
affliction. They did not keep their promise and Allah sent the frogs to them, and they filled the 
houses, foods and pots. One of them would not pick up a piece of clothing, or uncover some 
food, without finding frogs in it. When this affliction became hard on them, they made similar 
promises as before, Musa supplicated to his Lord and Allah removed the affliction. They did not 
keep any of the promises they made, and Allah sent the blood, and the waters of the people of 
Fir" awn turned to blood. Any water they collected from a well, a river, or a container, turned 
to blood." 



(136. So We took retribution from them. We drowned them in the sea, because they belied Our 
Ayat and were heedless with them.) (137. And We made the people who were considered weak 
to inherit the eastern parts of the land and the western parts thereof which We have blessed. 
And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their 
endurance. And We destroyed what Fir' awn and his people produced, and what they erected.) 

The People of Fir awn drown in the Sea; the Children of Israel 

inherit the Holy Land 

Allah states that when the people of Fif awn rebelled and transgressed, even though He 
inflicted them with consecutive signs, one after another, He took retribution from them by 
drowning them in the sea that Musa parted by Allah's power, and he and the Children of Israel 
passed through. In their pursuit, Fir' awn and his soldiers went in the sea chasing Musa and his 
people. When they all had gone inside the water, the sea closed in on them and they all 
drowned, because they belied the Ayat of Allah and were heedless of them. Allah said that He 
has granted the people who were considered weak, the Children of Israel, to inherit the 
eastern and western parts of the land. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah commented that Allah's 
statement, 



(...the eastern parts of the land and the western parts thereof which We have blessed.) refers 
to the Sham area (Greater Syria). Also, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir said that Allah's statement, 



(And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their 
endurance.) is explained by Allah's other statement, 



(And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak (and oppressed) in the land, and to 
make them rulers and to make them the inheritors. And to establish them in the land, and We 
let Fif awn and Haman and their hosts receive from them that which they feared) 28:5-6 . 
Further, Allah's statement, 



(And We destroyed what Fif awn and his people produced,) meaning, We destroyed what 
Fir' awn and his people produced, such as agriculture and buildings. 



(and what they erected.) Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said that 



(they erected) means, they built. 



(138. And We brought the Children of Israel (with safety) across the sea, and they came upon a 
people devoted to some of their idols (in worship). They said: "0 Musa! Make for us a god as 
they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people.") (139. Musa added: "Verily, 
these people will be destroyed for that which they are engaged in (idols' worship). And all that 
they are doing is in vain.") 



The Children of Israel safely cross the Sea, but still held on to the 

Idea of Idol Worshipping 

Allah mentions the words that the ignorant ones among the Children of Israel uttered to Musa 
after they crossed the sea and witnessed Allah's Ayat and great power. 



(And they came upon a people devoted to some of their idols (in worship).) Some scholars of 
Tafsir said that the people mentioned here were from Canaan, or from the tribe of Lakhm. Ibn 
Jarir commented, "They were worshipping idols that they made in the shape of cows, and this 
influenced the Children of Israel later when they worshipped the calf. They said here, 



("0 Musa! Make for us a god as they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people.") 
Musa replied, you are ignorant of Allah's greatness and majesty and His purity from any 
partners or anything resembling Him. 



("Verily, these people will be destroyed for that which they are engaged in) they will perish, 



("and all that they are doing is in vain.") Commenting on this Ayah, Imam Abu J a' far bin Jarir 
reported from Abu Waqid Al-Laythi that they (the Companions) went out from Makkah with the 
Messenger of Allah for (the battle of) Hunayn. Abu Waqid said, "Some of the disbelievers had a 
lote tree whose vicinity they used to remain in, and upon which they would hang their weapons 
on. That tree was called " Dhat Al-Anwat'. So when we passed by a huge, green lote tree, we 
said, ' Messenger of Allah! Appoint for us a Dhat Al-Anwat as they have.' He said, 



» 



(by He in Whose Hand is my soul! You said just as what the people of Musa said to him: 



( ("Make for us a god as they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are an ignorant people. Verily, 
these people will be destroyed for that which they are engaged in, and all that they are doing 
is in vain."))" 



(140. He said: "Shall I seek for you an ilah (a god) other than Allah, while He has given you 
superiority over the nations.") (141. And (remember) when We rescued you from Fir' awn's 
people, who were afflicting you with the worst torment, killing your sons and letting your 
women live. And in that was a great trial from your Lord.) 



Reminding the Children of Israel of Allah's Blessings for Them 

Musa reminded the Children of Israel of Allah's blessings, such as saving them from Fir" awn, his 
tyranny and the humiliation and disgrace they suffered. He reminded them of the glory and 
revenge against their enemy, when they watched them suffering in disgrace, destroyed by 
drowning and meeting utter demise. We mentioned this subject in the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Baqarah. 



(142. And We appointed for Musa thirty nights and added ten, and he completed the term, 
appointed by his Lord, of forty nights. And Musa said to his brother Harun: "Replace me among 
my people, act in the right way and follow not the way of the mischief-makers.") 



Musa fasts and worships Allah for Forty Days 

Allah reminds the Children of Israel of the guidance that He sent to them by speaking directly 
to Musa and revealing the Tawrah to him. In it, was their law and the details of their 
legislation. Allah stated here that He appointed thirty nights for Musa. The scholars of Tafsir 
said that Musa fasted this period, and when they ended, Musa cleaned his teeth with a twig. 
Allah commanded him to complete the term adding ten more days, making the total forty. 
When the appointed term finished, Musa was about to return to Mount Tur, as Allah said, 



(0 Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, and We made a covenant with you on 
the right side of the Mount) 20:80 . Musa left his brother Harun with the Children of Israel and 
commanded him to use wisdom and refrain from mischief. This was only a reminder, for Harun 
was an honorable and noble Prophet who had grace and exalted standard with Allah, may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him and the rest of the Prophets. 



(143. And when Musa came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord (Allah) spoke 
to him; he said: "O my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon You." Allah said: "You 
cannot see Me, but look upon the mountain; if it stands still in its place then you shall see Me." 
So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it collapse to dust, and Musa fell down 
unconscious. Then when he recovered his senses he said: "Glory be to You, I turn to You in 
repentance and I am the first of the believers.") 

Musa asks to see Allah 

Allah said that when Musa came for His appointment and spoke to Him directly, he asked to see 
Him, 



("0 my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon You." Allah said: "You cannot see Me,") 
'You cannot' (Lan) by no means indicates that seeing Allah will never occur, as (the misguided 
sect of) Al-Mu' tazilah claimed. The Hadithsof Mutawatir grade narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah, affirm that the believers will see Allah in the Hereafter. We will mention these Hadiths 
under the explanation of Allah's statement, 



(Some faces that Day shall be radiant. Looking at their Lord.) 75:22-23 In earlier Scriptures, 
it was reported that Allah said to Musa, "0 Musa! No living soul sees Me, but will perish, and no 
solid but will be demolished." Allah said here, 



(So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it collapse to dust, and Musa fell down 
unconscious.) In his Musnad Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Prophet said 
about Allah's saying; 



(And when his Lord appeared to the mountain, ) 



« » 

(Like this) then he held out the tip of his little finger. At-Tirmidhi recorded this in the chapter 
of Tafsir for this Ayah, then he said; "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih Gharib." This was also recorded 
by Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak through the route of Hamad bin Salamah, and he said; "This 
Hadith is Sahih according to the criteria of Muslim and they did not record it." And As-Suddi 
reported that * Ikrimah reported from Ibn " Abbas about Allah's saying, 



(And when his Lord appeared to the mountain,) Only the extent of the little finger appeared 
from Him, 



(He made it collapse) as dust; 



(And Musa fell down unconscious) fainting from it. Ibn Jarir recorded these because of the 
relation to the word Al-Ghashi. 



(Then when he (Musa) recovered his senses) after he lost consciousness, 



(he said: "Glory be to You,") thus, praising, glorifying and honoring Allah since no living soul 
could see Him in this life and remain alive. Musa' statement, 



("I turn to You in repentance") means, according to Mujahid, that from asking you to look at 
you, 



("and I am the first of the believers."), among the Children of Israel, according to Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid, and Ibn Jarir preferred this view. Or, according to another narration from Ibn* Abbas, 
the meaning of, 



("and I am the first of the believers."), is that x none shall see You (in this life).' Allah said, 



(And Musa fell down unconscious.) Abu Sa* id Al-Khudri and Abu Hurayrah narrated a Hadith 
from the Prophet that is suitable to mention here. As for the Hadith from Abu Sa' id, Al-Bukhari 
recorded in his Sahih that he said: A Jew came to the Prophet after his face was smacked, and 
said, "0 Muhammad! One of your companions from Al-Ansar smacked me on the face." The 
Prophet said, 



« » 

(Summon him) and he was summoned. The Prophet asked him, 



« » 

(Why did you smack his face) He said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I passed by that Jew and heard him 
swearing, ' No, by He Who has chosen Musa over mankind!' I said, ' Over Muhammad too', and I 
became angry and struck his face." The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Do not prefer me above the Prophets. Verily, on the Day of Resurrection, people will be struck 
unconscious, and I (feel that I) am the first to wake up. Thereupon I will find that Musa is 
holding onto a pillar of the Throne f Arsh of Allah). I will not know if he woke up before me or 
he received his due (because of his) unconsciousness on (Mount) At-Tur.) Al-Bukhari recorded 
this Hadith in many locations of his Sahih, as did Muslim and Abu Dawud. As for the Hadith from 



Abu Hurayrah, Imam Ahmad and the Two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) collected his 
narration. 



(144. (Allah) said: "0 Musa I have chosen you above men by My Messages, and by My speaking 
(to you). So hold that which I have given you and be of the grateful.") (145. And We wrote for 
him on the Tablets the exhortation all things and the explanation for all things (and said): Hold 
unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take the better therein. I shall show you 
the home of the rebellious.) 

Allah chooses Musa and gives Him the Tablets 

Allah states that He spoke to Musa directly and informed him that He has chosen him above the 
people of his time, by His Message and by speaking to him. Here we should mention that there 
is no doubt that Muhammad is the chief of all the Children of Adam, the earlier and later ones 
among them. This is why Allah has chosen him to be the Final and Last Prophet and Messenger, 
whose Law shall remain dominant and valid until the commencement of the Last Hour. 
Muhammad's followers are more numerous than the followers of all Prophets and Messengers. 
After Muhammad , the next in rank of honor and virtue is Ibrahim upon him be peace,, then 
Musa, son of ' Imran, who spoke to the Most Beneficent directly. Allah commanded Musa, 
saying, 



(So hold to that which I have given you), of My Speech and conversation with you, 



(and be of the grateful) , for it and do not ask for what is beyond your capacity to bear. Allah 
stated that He has written lessons and exhortation for all things and explanations for all things 
on the Tablets. It was said that in the Tablets, Allah wrote advice and the details of the 
commandments for lawful and prohibited matters. The Tablets contained the Tawrah, that 
Allah described; 



(And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture as 
an enlightenment for mankind) 28: 43 . It was also said that Allah gave Musa the Tablets 
before the Tawrah, and Allah knows best. Allah said next, 



(Hold unto these with firmness), be firm on the obedience, 



(and enjoin your people to take the better therein.) Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah said, "Abu Sa' d 
narrated to us from ' Ikrimah from Ibn 'Abbas that "Musa, peace be upon him, was commanded 
to adhere to the toughest of what was ordained on his people." Allah's statement, 



(I shall show you the home of the rebellious), means, you will witness the recompense of those 
who defy My order and deviate from My obedience, the destruction, demise and utter loss they 
will suffer. 



(146. I shall turn away from My Ayat those who behave arrogantly on the earth, without a right, 
and (even) if they see all the Ayat, they will not believe in them. And if they see the way of 
righteousness, they will not adopt it as the way, but if they see the way of error, they will 
adopt that way, that is because they have rejected Our Ayat and were heedless of them.) (147. 
Those who deny Our Ayat and the meeting in the Hereafter, vain are their deeds. Are they 
requited with anything except what they used to do) 

Arrogant People will be deprived of Allah's Ayat 

Allah said, 



(I shall turn away from My Ayat those who behave arrogantly on the earth, without a right). 
Allah says, "I shall deprive the hearts of those who are too proud to obey Me, and arrogant with 
people without right, from understanding the signs and proofsthat testify to My Might, Law and 
Commandments." And just as they acted arrogantly without justification, Allah has disgraced 
them with ignorance. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
therein for the first time) 6:110 , and, 



(So when they turned away (from the path of Allah), Allah turned their hearts away (from the 
right path).) 61:5 Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah commented on this Ayah, 



(I shall turn away from My Ayat those who behave arrogantly on the earth, without a right), 
"(Allah says) I shall snatch away comprehension of the Qur'an from them and turn them away 
from My Ayat. " Ibn Jarir commented on Sufyan's statement that, "This indicates that this part 
of the Ayah is addressed to this Ummah." This is not necessarily true, for Ibn " Uyaynah actually 



meant that this occurs in every Ummah and that there is no difference between one Ummah 
and another Ummah in this regard. Allah knows best. Allah said next, 



(and (even) if they see all the Ayat, they will not believe in them). Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) 10:96-97 Allah's 
statement, 



(And if they see the way of righteousness, they will not adopt it as the way,) means, even if 
the way of guidance and safety appears before them, they will not take it, but if the way that 
leads to destruction and misguidance appears to them, they adopt that way. Allah explains why 
they do this, 



(that is because they have rejected Our Ayat), in their hearts, 



(and were heedless of them.), gaining no lessons from the Ayat. Allah's statement, 



(Those who deny Our Ayat and the meeting in the Hereafter, vain are their deeds.) indicates 
that whoever among them does this, remaining on this path until death, then all his deeds will 
be in vain. Allah said next, 



(Are they requited with anything except what they used to do) meaning, 'We only recompense 
them according to the deeds that they performed, good for good and evil for evil. Surely, as 
you bring forth, you reap the harvest thereof.' 



(148. And the people of Musa made in his absence, out of their ornaments, the image of a calf 
(for worship). It had a sound. Did they not see that it could neither speak to them nor guide 
them to the way They took it (for worship) and they were wrongdoers.) (149. And when they 
regretted and saw that they had gone astray, they said: "If our Lord have not mercy upon us 
and forgive us, we shall certainly be of the losers") 

Story of worshipping the Calf 

Allah describes the misguidance of those who worshipped the calf that As-Samiri made for 
them from the ornaments they borrowed from the Copts. He made the shape of a calf with 
these ornaments and threw in it a handful of dust from the trace of the horse that the Angel 
Jibril was riding, and the calf seemed to moo. This occurred after Musa went for the appointed 
term with his Lord, where Allah told him about what happened when he was on Mount Tur. 
Allah said about His Honorable Self, 



((Allah) said: "Verily, We have tried your people in your absence, and As-Samiri has led them 
astray") 20:85 . The scholars of Tafsir have different views over the calf, whether it actually 
became alive and mooing, or if it remained made of gold, but the air entering it made it 
appear to be mooing. These are two opinions. Allah knows best. It was reported that when the 
statue mooed, the Jews started dancing around it and fell into misguidance because they 
adored it. They said that this, the calf, is your god and the god of Musa, but Musa forgot it! 
Allah answered them, 



(Did they not see that it could not return them a word (for answer), and that it had neither 
power to harm them nor to do them good) 20:89 . Allah said here, 



(Did they not see that it could neither speak to them nor guide them to the way) Allah 
condemned the Jews for falling into misguidance, worshipping the calf and ignoring the Creator 
of the heavens and earth, the Lord and King of all things. They worshipped besides Him a 
statue made in the shape of a calf, that seemed to moo, but it neither spoke to them nor 
brought them any benefit. Rather, their very sense of reason was blinded because of ignorance 
and misguidance. Allah's statement, 



(And when they regretted), and felt sorrow for their action, 



(and saw that they had gone astray, they said: "If our Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive 
us, we will certainly become among the losers.") or among the destroyed ones. This was their 
recognition of their sin and their way of seeking salvation from Allah the Most Mighty and 
Majestic. 



(150. And when Musa returned to his people, angry and grieved, he said: "What an evil thing is 
that which you have done during my absence. Did you hasten in matter of your Lord" And he 
threw down the Tablets and seized his brother by (the hair of) his head and dragged him 
towards him. He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother! Indeed the people judged me weak and 
were about to kill me, so make not the enemies rejoice over me, nor put me among the people 
who are wrongdoers.") (151. He (Musa) said: "O my Lord! Forgive me and my brother, and admit 
us into Your mercy, for You are the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.") Allah states that 
when Musa returned to his people after conversation with his Lord, he became angry and full of 
regret. Abu Ad-Darda' said that Asif, or regret, isthe severest type of anger. 



(He (Musa) said: "What an evil thing is that which you have done during my absence.") evil it is 
that which you committed after I departed and left you, by worshiping the calf, 



(Did you hasten in the matter of your Lord) Musa said, 'You wanted me to rush back to you, 
even though being there thiswas Allah'sdecision' Allah said next, 



(And he threw down the Tablets and seized his brother by his head and dragged him towards 
him.) This Ayah demonstrates the meaning of the Hadith, 



« » 



(Information is not the same as observation.) It indicates that Musa threw down the Tablets 
because he was angry at his people, according to the majority of scholars of early and latter 
times. Allah said, 



(and seized his brother by (the hair of) his head and dragged him towards him.) for Musa feared 
that Harun might have not tried hard enough to forbid them from their evil action. In another 
Ayah, Allah said, 



.(He Musa said: "0 Harun ! What prevented you when you saw them going astray. That you 
followed me not (according to my advice to you) Have you then disobeyed my order" He 
Harun said: "0 son of my mother! Seize (me) not by my beard, nor by my head! Verily, I 
feared lest you should say: 'You have caused a division among the Children of Israel, and you 
have not respected (waited or observed) my word!"') 20:92-94 . Here, Allah said that Harun 
said, 



("O son of my mother! Indeed the people judged me weak and were about to kill me, so make 
not the enemies rejoice over me, nor put me among the people who are wrongdoers.") Harun 
said, x Do not place me on the same level as they are, as if I was one of them.' Further, Harun 
said, '0 son of my mother', so that Musa would feel more mercy and leniency towards him, 
even though Harun was also the son of Musa's father. When Musa was satisfied that his brother 
was innocent, 



(And Harun indeed had said to them beforehand: "0 my people! You are being tried in this, and 
verily, your Lord is (Allah) the Most Gracious, so follow me and obey my order.") 20:90 , this is 
when, 



(he said) Musa, 



("0 my Lord! Forgive me and my brother, and admit us into Your mercy, for you are the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy.") Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(May Allah grant His mercy to Musa! Surely, he who observes something is nothing like he 
who is informed about it. His Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored, told him that his people 
were tested after him, but he did not throw the Tablets. When he saw them with his eyes, then 
he threw the Tablets.) 



(152. Certainly, those who took the calf (for worship), wrath from their Lord and humiliation 
will come upon them in the life of this world. Thus do We recompense those who invent lies.) 
(153. But those who committed evil deeds and then repented afterwards and believed, verily, 
your Lord after (all) that is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) The 'wrath' mentioned here 
that struck the Children of Israel because of their worshipping the calf, means, Allah did not 
accept their repentance until some of them who did not worship the calf killed others who 
worshipped the calf . We mentioned this story in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(So turn in repentance to your Creator and kill yourselves (the guilty), that will be better for 
you before your Creator." Then He accepted your repentance. Truly, He isthe One Who accepts 
repentance, the Most Merciful.) 2:54 As for the humiliation mentioned in the Ayah, it 
pertains to the disgrace and humiliation that the Jews suffered in the life of this world. Allah's 
statement, 



(Thus do We recompense those who invent lies) is for all those who invent an innovation (in 
religion). Surely, the disgrace resulting from inventing an innovation (in religion) and defying 
Allah's Message, will be placed in the heart and from there on to the shoulders. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said; "The disgrace of innovation will weigh on their shoulders even if they were to gallop 
on their mules or trot on their work horses." Ayyub As-Sakhtiyani narrated from Abu Qilabah Al- 
Jarmi that he commented on this Ayah, 



(Thus do We recompense those who invent lies.) "By Allah! This Ayah is for all those who invent 
a lie, until the Day of Resurrection." Also, Sufyan bin * Uyaynah said, "Every person who invents 
a Bid' ah (innovation in the religion) will taste disgrace. "All ah tells His servants that He accepts 
repentance from His servants for any sin, even Shirk, Kufr, hypocrisy and disobedience. Allah 
said: 



(But those who committed evil deeds and then repented afterwards and believed, verily, your 
Lord) O Muhammad, Messenger of Repentance and Prophet of Mercy, 



(after that) after committing that evil action, 



(is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Ibn Abi Hatim reported that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud was 
asked about a man committing fornication with a woman and then marrying her, and Ibn 
Mas' ud recited this Ayah, 



(But those who committed evil deeds and then repented afterwards and believed, verily, your 
Lord after (all) that is indeed Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 'Abdullah recited this Ayah ten 
times, neither allowing nor disallowing it. 



(154. And when the anger of Musa calmed, he took up the Tablets; and in their inscription was 
guidance and mercy for those who fear their Lord.) 

Musa picked up the Tablets when His Anger subsided 

Allah said next, 



(And when calmed) and subsided, 



(the anger of Musa) with his people, 



(he took up the Tablets), which he had thrown out of jealousy for Allah and anger for His sake, 
because of his people worshipping the calf, 



(and in their inscription was guidance and mercy for those who fear their Lord.) Several 
scholars of Tafsir said that when Musa threw the Tablets on the ground they were shattered 
and he collected the pieces afterwards. Musa found in its inscription guidance and mercy, but 
the specific details of the Law was lost, so they said. They also claimed that the shattered 
pieces of the Tablets still remained in the treasury safes of some Israelite kings until the 
Islamic State came into existence. Only Allah knows if these statements are true. 



(155. And Musa chose out of his people seventy (of the best) men for Our appointed time and 
place of meeting, and when they were seized with a violent earthquake, he said: "0 my Lord, if 
it had been Your Will, You could have destroyed them and me before; would You destroy us for 
the deeds of the foolish among us It is only Your trial by which You lead astray whom You will, 
and keep guided whom You will. You are our protector, so forgive us and have mercy on us: for 
You are the best of those who forgive.) (156. "And ordain for us good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter. Certainly we have Hudna unto You." He said: (As to) My punishment I afflict 
therewith whom I will and My mercy embraces all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those 
who have Taqwa, and give Zakah; and those who believe in Our Ayat.) 

Seventy Men from the Children of Israel go for the appointed 
Meeting Place that Allah designated, Allah later on destroys Them 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented; "Allah commanded Musa to choose 
seventy men. So he chose them and proceeded with them in order that they supplicate to their 
Lord. Their supplication included asking Allah, ' O Allah! Give us what you have never given 



anyone before us and will never give anyone after us!' Allah disliked this supplication and they 
were seized with a violent earthquake, Musa said: 



("0 my Lord, if it had been Your will, You could have destroyed them and me before.)'" As- 
Suddi said, "Allah commanded Musa to come with thirty men from the Children of Israel, 
apologizing for worshipping the calf; and He gave them an appointed time and place. 



(And Musa chose out of his people seventy (of the best) men.) He chose these men and went 
along with them so that they could apologize. When they reached the appointed place, they 
said, 



(We shall never believe in you), 2:55 '0 Musa, 



(until we see Allah plainly, ) for you spoke to Him,' they said, 'therefore, show Him to us,' 



(but they were struck with a bolt of lightning) 4:153 and they died. Musa stood up crying, 
invoking Allah, " Lord! What should I tell the Children of Israel, when I go back to them after 
You destroyed their best men' 



("0 my Lord, if it had been Your will, You could have destroyed them and me before").'" 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Musa chose seventy of the best men from the Children of Israel. He 
said to them, 'Go to the meeting with Allah and repent for what you committed. Beg His 
forgiveness for those of your people whom you left behind. Fast, purify yourselves and clean 
your clothes.' So, he went with them to Mount Tur in Snai for the meeting place and time 
designated by his Lord. He went there only with the leave and knowledge of Allah. According to 
what has been mentioned to me, when the seventy did what he ordered them to do, and went 
with him to the meeting of Musa with his Lord, they said, ' Request that we may also hear the 
words of our Lord.' So he replied, " I shall.' When Musa approached the mountain it became 
completely covered with columns of clouds, Musa approached it and entered in them. He said 



to the people, 'Approach.' But when Allah spoke to Musa, his cloak was surrounded by a 
brilliant light which no human could bear to look at, so below him a barrier was placed and the 
people approached. When they entered the cloud they fell prostrate and they heard Him while 
he was speaking to Musa, commanding him and forbidding him, saying what to do and what not 
to do. When He completed commanding him, and removed the cloud from Musa, he faced the 
people and they said, ' Musa! We will not believe in you unless we see Allah directly.' 3d the 
thunder shook them, their souls were captured and they all died. Musa stood up invoking, 
begging and supplicating to his Lord, 



("0 my Lord, if it had been Your will, You could have destroyed them and me before.")' 
meaning, 'They were foolish. Would You destroy anyone who comes after me from the Children 
of Israel' Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "They were seized by the 
tremor or lightning, because they neither shunned nor forbade their people who worshipped 
the calf." This is supported by Musa's statement, 



("would You destroy us for the deeds of the fools among us") He said next, 



("It is only Your Fitnah") affliction, test and trial, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Abu AI-' Aliyah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and several among the Salaf and latter scholars. This is the 
only plausible meaning, in which Musa says, "The decision is Yours (0 Allah), and the judgment, 
and whatever You will occurs. You misguide whom You will, guide whom You will, and none can 
guide whom You misguide or misguide whom You guide. There is none who can give what You 
deprive or avert what You give. The sovereignty is all Yours, and Yours is the judgment, the 
creation and the decision." The Ayah, 



("You are our protector, so forgive us and have mercy on us: for You are the best of those who 
forgive."), pertains to (Allah's) covering the mistake and not punishing for the sin. Whenever 
mercy is mentioned along with forgiveness such as in Musa's supplication to Allah , it includes 
the hope that Allah does not permit one to fall into that act again. 



("for You are the best of those who forgive,") for none except You can forgive the sin. 



("And ordain for us good in this world, and in the Hereafter.") The first part of Musa's 
supplication was to fend off what should be avoided, while this part is a request for what is 
sought. The meaning of, 



("And ordain for us good in this world, and in the Hereafter. ") is, ~ ordain for us and grant us all 
that is good in both lives. We mentioned the meaning of ' good' before in Surat Al-Baqarah. 



("We have Hudna unto You") 'we repent, go back and return unto You,' according to the 
meaning of, 'Hudna', given by Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Abu AI-'Aliyah, Ad- 
Dahhak, Ibrahim At-Tayrmi, As-Suddi, Qatadah and several others. 



(He said: (As to) My punishment I afflict therewith whom I will and My mercy embraces all 
things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who have Taqwa, and give Zakah; and those who 
believe in Our Ayat.) 7:156 j 

Allah's Mercy is for Those Who have Taqwa and believe in Allah's 

Ayat and His Messenger 

Allah answersthe statement, 



("It isonly Your trial...") 7:155 , by saying, 



((As to) My punishment I afflict therewith whom I will and My mercy embraces all things.) Allah 
says here, x I do what I will, decide what I will and I have wisdom and justice in all matters.' 
Certainly, there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah. Allah's statement, 



(and My mercy embraces all things) testifies to His encompassing mercy. Allah said that the 
angels who carry HisThrone and those around the Throne supplicate, 



("Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge.") 40:7 Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Jundub bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said, "A bedouin man came, he made his camel kneel and 
he tied it. Then he prayed behind the Messenger of Allah . When the Messenger of Allah 
finished the prayer, that man untied his camel mounted it and supplicated aloud, ' Allah! 
Grant Your mercy to me and to Muhammad, and do not give a share in it to anyone else.' The 
Messenger of Allah commented (to his Companions), 



» 



« 



(Do you think that this man is more misguided or his camel Did you not hear what this man has 
said) They said, ' Yes.' He said, 



» 



« 

(You (the bedouin man) have restricted avast mercy! Allah, the Exalted, the most Honored has 
created a hundred mercies and sent down one of them by which the creation, men, Jinn and 
animals, show mercy to each other. He left with Him ninety-nine mercies, so do you say that 
this man is more misguided or his camel) Ahmad and Abu Dawud collected this Hadith. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Salman narrated that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, has a hundred mercies. With one of them, the creations 
show mercy to each other, and even the beasts show kindness to their offspring. He has kept 
ninety-nine mercies with Him for the Day of Resurrection.) Muslim recorded it. Allah said next, 



(That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who have Taqwa, ) meaning, I will ordain My mercy for 
them, as a favor and kindness from Me to them. Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(He has prescribed mercy for Himself) 6:12 Allah's statement, 



(for those who have Taqwa), means, 'I will ordain My mercy for those who possess these 
qualities, and they are the Ummah of Muhammad,' 



(for those who have Taqwa), who avoid Shirk and major sins, 



(and give the Zakah), purify themselves, according to one opinion. It was also said that, 'the 
Zakah', here pertains to wealth. It is possible that both meanings are included here, for this 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah before Zakah in fixed shares was ordained , 



(and those who believe in Our Ayat.), those who have faith in them. 



(157. Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they 
find written of with them in the Tawrah and the Injil, -- he commands them to do good; and 
forbids them from evil; he makes lawful for them the good things, and forbids them from the 
evil things, he releases them from their heavy burdens and from the fetters that were upon 
them. So those who believe in him, honor him, help him, and follow the light which has been 
sent down with him, it isthey who will be successful.) 

The Description of that Messenger 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they find 
written with them in the Tawrah and the Injil,) This is the description of the Prophet 
Muhammad in the Books of the Prophets. They delivered the good news of his advent to their 
nations and commanded them to follow him. Misdescriptions were still apparent in their Books, 
as the rabbis and the priests well know. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sakhr Al-' Uqayli said 
that a bedouin man said to him, "I brought a milk-producing camel to Al-Madinah during the life 
time of Allah's Messenger. After I sold it, I said to myself, ' I will meet that man (Muhammad) 
and hear from him.' 3d I passed by him while he was walking between Abu Bakr and ' Umar, and 
I followed them until they went by a Jewish man, who was reading from an open copy of the 
Tawrah. He was mourning a son of his who was dying and who was one of the most handsome 
boys. The Messenger of Allah asked him (the father), 



» 



« 



(I ask you by He Who has sent down the Tawrah, do you not find the description of me and my 
advent in your Book) He nodded his head in the negative. His son said, ' Rather, yes, by He Who 
has sent down the Tawrah! We find the description of you and your advent in our Book. I bear 
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and that you are the Messenger of 
Allah. ' The Prophet said (to the Companions), 



« » 

(Stop the Jew (the father) from (taking care of) your brother (in Islam).) The Prophet then 
personally took care of the son's funeral and led the funeral prayer on him."' This Hadith is 
sound and is supported by a similar Hadith in the Sahih narrated from Anas. Ibn Jarir recorded 
that Al-Muthanna said that ' Ata' bin Yasar said, "I met ' Abdullah bin ' Amr and asked him, " Tell 
me about the description of Allah's Messenger in the Tawrah.' He said, 'Yes, by Allah! He is 
described in the Tawrah, just as he is described in the Qur'an, 



(0 Prophet! Verily, We have sent you as a witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, andawarner.) 
33:45 as a safe refuge for the unlettered ones. 'You are My servant and Messenger. I have 
called you ' Al-Mutawakkil' (who trusts in Allah), not hard or harsh.' Neither uttering foul speech 
in the markets nor returning evil deed with one in kind. Rather, he forgives and forgoes. Allah 
will not end his life until He straightens through him the crooked religion, so that they might 
proclaim, 'There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.' He will open through him sealed 
hearts, deaf ears and blind eyes.'" 'Ata' then said, "I also met Ka' b and asked him the same 
question, and his answer did not differ from ' Abdullah's answer, even concerning one letter. " 
Al-Bukhari recorded it from ' Abdullah bin ' Amr. It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari up to the 
word forgoes. And he mentioned the narration of 'Abdullah bin 'Amr then he said; "It was 
common in the speech of our Salaf that they describe the Books of the People of the Two 
Scriptures as the Tawrah, as some Hadiths concur. Allah knows best." Allah's statement, 



(He commands them to do good; and forbids them from evil;) This is the description of the 
Messenger of Allah in previous Books. These were the true qualities of our Messenger , as well, 
for he only ordained good and forbade evil. We should mention here that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
said, "When you hear Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe!), then pay it your full attention, for it is a good that you are being 
commanded, or an evil that you are being forbidden." And the most important and greatest of 
these commands and prohibitions, is that Allah has sent the Messenger to order worshipping 
Him Alone without partners and forbid worshipping others besides Him. This isthe Message that 
Allah has sent all Messengers with before Muhammad , just as Allah said, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid the Taghut (false deities)") 16:36 . Allah's statement, 



(He makes lawful for them the good things, and forbidsthem from the evil things,) meaning, he 
makes the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, Wasilah and Ham, etc., lawful. They were prohibitions that they 
invented which were only hard for themselves. He also forbidsthem from evil things, such as 
the flesh of the pig, Riba, and foods that were treated as lawful although Allah the Exalted had 
forbidden them. " AM bin Abi Talhah reported this from Ibn ' Abbas. Allah's statement, 



(He (Muhammad) releases them from their heavy burdens, and from the fetters that were upon 
them.) indicates that Muhammad came with leniency and an easy religion. As mentioned in the 
Hadith recorded from many routesthat Allah's Messenger said, 



« » 

(I was sent with the easy way of Hanifiyyah monotheism ) The Prophet said to the two 
Commanders he appointed, Mu' adh and Abu Musa Al-Asrf ari, when he sent them to Yemen, 



» 



« 



(Bring glad tidings and do not drive people away, make things easy and do not make them 
difficult, obey each other and do not differ among yourselves). Abu Barzah Al-Aslami, the 



Prophet's Companion, said, "I accompanied the Messenger of Allah and saw how easy he was. 
The nations that were before us had things made difficult for them in their laws. Allah made 
the law encompassing and easy for this Ummah. Hence the statement of the Messenger of 
Allah, 



» 



« 



(Allah has forgiven my Ummah for what occurs in themselves, as long as they do not utter it or 
act upon it.) The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(My Ummah was forgiven (by Allah) unintentional errors, forgetfulness and what they are 
forced to do.)" This iswhy Allah has guided this Ummah to proclaim, 



("Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error, our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like 
that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and Christians); our Lord! Put not on us a 
burden greater than we have strength to bear. Pardon us and grant us forgiveness. Have mercy 
on us. You are our Mawla (Patron, Supporter and Protector) and give us victory over the 
disbelieving people.) 2:286 It is recorded in Sahih Muslim that the Prophet said that Allah 
the Exalted said after every one of these supplications, "I shall accept (your supplication)." 
Allah's statement, 



(So those who believe in him, honor him, help him.) refers to respecting and honoring 
Muhammad , 



(and follow the light which has been sent down with him,) the Qur'an and the revelation 
Sunnah that the Prophet delivered to mankind, 



(it isthey who will be successful.) in this life and the Hereafter. 



(158. Say: "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah -- to Whom belongs 
the dominion of the heavens and the earth. None has the right to be worshipped but He. It is 
He Who gives life and causes death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write, who believes in Allah and His Words, and follow him so that you may be 
guided.") 



Muhammad's Message is Universal 

Allah says to His Prophet and Messenger Muhammad , 



(Say), Muhammad, 



(0 mankind!), this is directed to mankind red and black, and the Arabs and non-Arabs alike, 



(I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah,) This Ayah mentions the Prophet's honor and 
greatness, for he isthe Final Prophet who was sent to all mankind and the Jinns . Allah said, 



(Say, "Allah is Witness between you and I; this Qur'an has been revealed to me that I may 
therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.") 6:19 , 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) 11:17 
and, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture and to the illiterates (Arab pagans): "Do you 
(also) submit yourselves (to Allah in Islam)" If they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn 
away, your duty is only to convey the Message.) 3:20 There are many other Ayat and more 
Hadiths than can be counted on this subject. It is also well-known in our religion that the 
Messenger of Allah was sent to all mankind and the Jinns . Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Ad- 
Darda' said, "Abu Bakr and ' Umar had an argument in which Abu Bakr made ' Umar angry. So 
" Umar went away while angry and Abu Bakr followed him asking him to forgive him, but ' Umar 
refused. ' Umar shut his door closed in Abu Bakr's face and Abu Bakr went to the Messenger of 
Allah while we were with him. The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(This fellow of yours (Abu Bakr) has made someone angry! ' Umar became sorry for what he did, 
went to the Prophet and greeted him with the Salam and sat next to him, telling him what had 
happened. The Messenger of Allah became angry (at " Umar), and realizing that, Abu Bakr said, 
x Allah's Messenger! It was me who was unjust.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(Will you leave my Companion (Abu Bakr) alone! I said, * People! I am the Messenger of Allah 
to you all,' and you said, 'You lie,' but Abu Bakr declared, 'You said the truth.')" Al-Bukhari 
recorded it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I have been given five things which were not given to any Prophet before me, and I do not say 
it out of pride. I was sent to all mankind (their) black and white alike. Allah made me 
victorious by fright, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one month's journey. The 
spoils of war are lawful for me, yet it was not lawful for anyone else before me. The earth has 
been made for me (and for my followers) a place for praying and a thing to perform 
purification with. I have been given the Shafa'ah (right of intercession), and I saved it for my 
Ummah on the Day of Resurrection. Therefore, the Shafa'ah will reach those who associate 
none with Allah in worship.) This Hadith's chain of narration is suitable, but the Two Sahihs did 
not record it. Allah's statement, 



(to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. None has the right to be 
worshipped but He. It is He Who gives life and causes death.) describes Allah by the words of 
the Messenger that He Who has sent him is the Creator, Lord and King of all things and in His 
Hand is the control, life, death and the decision. Just as Allah said 



(So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write,) Allah 
proclaims here that Muhammad is His Messenger and reiterates this fact by commanding that 
he be believed in and followed. Allah said, 



(The Prophet who can neither read nor write) who you were promised and given the good news 
of in previous revealed books. Certainly, Muhammad was amply described in the previous 
books, including his description as being the unlettered Prophet. Allah's statement, 



(who believes in Allah and His Words), means, his actions conform with his words and he 
believes in what he was given from his Lord. 



(And follow him), embrace his path and guidance, 



(so that you may be guided) to the Sraight Path. 



(159. And of the people of Musa there is a community who lead (the men) with truth and 
establish justice therewith.) Allah stated that of the Children of Israel there are some who 
follow the truth and judge by it, just as He said in another Ayah, 



(A party of the people of the Scripture stand for the right, they recite the verses of Allah 
during the hoursof the night, prostrating themselves in prayer) 3:113 , 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, those who believe in Allah and in 
that which has been revealed to you, and in that which has been revealed to them, humbling 
themselves before Allah. They do not sell the verses of Allah for a small price, for them is a 
reward with their Lord. Surely, Allah is Swift in account.) 3:199 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in it (the Qur'an). And when it is 
recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we have been from those who submit themselves. These will be given their reward 
twice over, because they are patient.) 28:52-54 , and, 



(Verily, those who were given knowledge before it, when it (this Qur'an) is recited to them, fall 
down on their faces in humble prostration. And they say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the 



promise of our Lord must be fulfilled." And they fall down on their faces weeping and it 
increases their humility.) 17:107-109 



(160. And We divided them into twelve tribes (as distinct) nations. We revealed to Musa when 
his people asked him for water (saying): "9rike the stone with your stick," and there gushed 
forth out of it twelve springs, each group knew its own place for water. We shaded them with 
the clouds and sent down upon them the manna and the quail (saying): "Eat of the good things 
with which We have provided you." They harmed Us not but they used to harm themselves.) 
(161. And (remember) when it was said to them: "Dwell in this town (Jerusalem) and eat 
therefrom wherever you wish, and say, '(0 Allah) forgive our sins'; and enter the gate 
prostrating (bowing with humility). We shall forgive you your wrongdoings. We shall increase 
(the reward) for the good-doers.") (162. But those among them who did wrong, changed the 
word that had been told to them. So We sent on them a torment from the heaven in return for 
their wrongdoings.) We discussed these Ayat in Surat Al-Baqarah, which was revealed in Al- 
Madinah, while these Ayat were revealed in Makkah. We also mentioned the difference 
between the two narrations, and thus we do not need to repeat it here, all thanks are due to 
Allah and all the favors are from Him. 



(163. And ask them about the town that was by the sea; when they transgressed in the matter 
of the Sabbath: when their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath day, and did not come to 
them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial for them, for they used to rebel 
against Allah's command.) 

The Jews transgress the Sanctity of the Sabbath 

This Ayah explains Allah's statement, 



(And indeed you knew those among you who transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath..) 
2:65 Allah says to His Prophet here, 



(And ask them) ask the Jews who are with you, about the story of their fellow Jews who defied 
Allah's command, so that His punishment overtook them all of a sudden for their evil actions, 
transgression and defiance by way of deceit. Also, warn the Jews (O Muhammad) against hiding 
your description that they find in their books, so that they do not suffer what their forefathers 
suffered. The village mentioned here is Aylah, on the shore of the Qulzum (Red) Sea. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded from Dawud bin Al-Husayn from ' Ikrimah that Ibn * Abbas 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(And ask them about the town that was by the sea...) "A village called Aylah between Madyan 
and At-Tur (which is in Snai). ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi said similarly. Allah's 
statement, 



(when they transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath;) means, they transgressed in the 
Sabbath and defied Allah's command to them to keep it sanctified, 



(when their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath day,) visible on top of the water, 
according to Ad-Dahhak who reported it from Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn Jarir said, "Allah's statement, 



(and did not come to them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial of them,) 
means, this is how We tested them by making the fish swim close to the surface of the water , 
on the day which they were prohibited to fish. The fish would be hidden from them on the day 
when they were allowed to fish, 



(Thus We made atrial for them,) so that We test them, 



(for they used to rebel against Allah's command) by defying His obedience and rebelling against 
it." Therefore, these were a people who used a trick to violate Allah's prohibitions, taking an 
action that seemed legal on the surface. However, in reality, this action was meant to 
transgress the prohibition. Imam and scholar Abu 'Abdullah Ibn Battah reported that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do not repeat what the Jews committed, and violate Allah's prohibitions using deceitful 
tricks.) This Hadith has a reasonable chain. 



(164. And when a community among them said: "Why do you preach to a people whom Allah is 
about to destroy or to punish with a severe torment" (The preachers) said: "In order to be free 
from guilt before your Lord (Allah), and perhaps they may fear Allah.") (165. 3d when they 
forgot the reminder that had been given to them, We rescued those who forbade evil, but with 
a severe torment We seized those who did wrong, because they used to rebel against Allah's 
command.) (166. So when they exceeded the limits of what they were prohibited, We said to 
them: "Be you monkeys, despised.") 



Those Who breached the Sabbath were turned into Monkeys, but 
Those Who prohibited Their Actions were saved 

Allah said that the people of this village were divided into three groups, a group that 
committed the prohibition, catching fish on the Sabbath, as we described in the Tafsir of Surat 
Al-Baqarah. Another group prohibited them from transgression and avoided them. A third group 
neither prohibited them, nor participated in their action. The third group said to the 
preachers, 



("Why do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to destroy or to punish with a severe 
torment"). They said, 'why do you forbid these people from evil, when you know that they are 
destroyed and have earned Allah's punishment' Therefore, they said, there is no benefit in 
forbidding them. The preachers replied, 



("In order to be free from guilt before your Lord (Allah),") "for we were commanded to enjoin 
righteousness and forbid evil,' r 



("and perhaps they may fear Allah") for on account of our advice, they might stop this evil and 
repent to Allah. Certainly, if they repent to Allah, Allah will accept their repentance and grant 
them His mercy.' Allah said, 



(So when they forgot the reminder that had been given to them, ) when the evil doers refused 
the advice, 



(We rescued those who forbade evil, but We seized who did wrong,) who committed the 
transgression, 



(with a severe torment). Allah stated that those who enjoined good were saved, while those 
who committed the transgression were destroyed, but He did not mention the end of those who 
were passive (the third group), for the compensation is comparable to the deed. This type did 
not do what would warrant praise, nor commit wrong so that they are admonished. ' Ikrimah 
said, "Ibn 'Abbas said about the Ayah: ' I do not know whether or not the people were saved 
who said; 



("Why do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to destroy...") So I continued discussing it 
with him until I convinced him that they were. Then he gave me the gift of a garment." Allah 
said, 



(and We seized those who did wrong with a Ba'is torment) indicating that those who remained 
were saved. As for 'Ba'is', it means ' severe', according to Mujahid, or 'painful', according to 
Qatadah. These meanings are synonymous, and Allah knows best. Allah said next, 



(despised), humiliated, disgraced and rejected. 



(167. And (remember) when your Lord declared that He would certainly keep on sending 
against them, till the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them with a humiliating 
torment. Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution and certainly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



Eternal Humiliation placed on the Jews 



(Ta'dhdhana) means 'declared', according to Mujahid, or 'ordained', according to others. This 
part of the Ayah indicates a vow, 



(that He will keep on sending against them) against the Jews, 



(till the Day of Resurrection, those who would afflict them with a humiliating torment.) on 
account of their disobedience, defying Allah's orders and Law and using tricks to transgress the 
prohibitions. It was reported that Musa required the Jews to pay the production tax for seven 
or thirteen years, and he was the first to do so. Also, the Jews fell under the humiliating rule 
of the Greek Kushdanin, Chaldeans and later on the Christians, who subjugated and disgraced 
them, and required them to pay the Jizyah (tribute tax). When Islam came and Muhammad was 
sent, they became under his power and had to pay the Jizyah, as well. Therefore, the 
humiliating torment mentioned here includes disgrace and paying the Jizyah, as Al-' Awfi 
narrated from Ibn 'Abbas. In the future, the Jews will support the Dajjal (False Messiah); and 
the Muslims, along with " Isa, son of Mary, will kill the Jews. This will occur just before the end 
of thisworld. Allah said next, 



(Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution), with those who disobey Him and defy His Law, 



(and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) for those who repent and go back to Him. 
This Ayah mentions both the mercy, as well as, the punishment, so that no despair is felt. Allah 
often mentions encouragement and warning together, so that hearts always have a sense of 
hope and fear. 



(168. And We have broken them (the Jews) up into various separate groups on the earth: some 
of them are righteous and some are away from that. And We tried them with good (blessings) 
and evil (calamities) in order that they might turn (to Allah).) (169. Then after them succeeded 
an (evil) generation, which inherited the Book, but they chose (for themselves) the goods of 
this low life saying: "(Everything) will be forgiven to us." And if (again) the offer of the like (evil 
pleasures of this world) came their way, they would (again) seize them (would commit those 
sins). Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them that they would not say about Allah 



anything but the truth And they have studied what is in it (the Book). And the home in the 
Hereafter is better for those who have Taqwa. Do not you then understand) (170. And as to 
those who hold fast to the Book (act on its teachings) and perform the Salah, certainly We shall 
never waste the reward of those who do righteous deeds.) 



The Children of Israel scatter throughout the Land 

Allah statesthat He divided the Jews into various nations, sects and groups, 



(And We said to the Children of Israel after him (after Musa died): "Dwell in the land, then, 
when the final and the last promise comes near, We shall bring you altogether as a mixed 
crowd (gathered out of various nations).") 17:104 



(some of them are righteous and some are away from that), some of them are led aright and 
some are not righteous, just asthe Jinns declared, 



("There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary; we are groups having 
different ways (religious sects).") 72:11 Allah said here, 



(And We tried them), and tested them, 



(with good and evil), with times of ease, difficulty, eagerness, fear, well-being and affliction, 



(in order that they might turn (to Allah)) Allah said next, 



(Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation, which inherited the Book, but they chose (for 
themselves) the goods of this low life) This Ayah means, after the generation made up of 
righteous and unrighteous people, another generation came that did not have goodness in 
them, and they inherited the Tawrah and studied it. Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, 



(They chose (for themselves) the goods of this low life) "They will consume anything they can 
consume in this life, whether legally or illegally. Yet, they wish for forgiveness, 



(Saying: "(Everything) will be forgiven for us." And if (again) the offer of the like came their 
way, they would (again) seize them.)" Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(they chose (for themselves) the goods of this low life) "This, by Allah, is an evil generation, 



(which inherited the Book) after their Prophets and Messengers, for they were entrusted with 
thisjob by Allah's command to them. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who neglect the Salah (the prayers).) 19:59 
Allah said next, 



(They chose the goods of this low life saying: "(Everything) will be forgiven to us.") They wish 
and hope from Allah, while deceiving themselves, 



(And if (again) the offer of the like came their way, they would (again) seize them.) Nothing 
stops them from this behavior, for whenever they are given an opportunity in this life, they will 
consume regardless of it being allowed or not." As- Suddi said about Allah's statement, 



(Then after them succeeded an (evil) generation) until, 



(and they have studied what is in it (the Book).) "Every time the Children of Israel appointed a 
judge, he used to take bribes. The best ones among them held a counsel and took covenants 
from each that they would not take bribes. However, when one of them would take bribes in 
return for judgment and was asked, 'What is the matter with you; you take a bribe to grant 
judgment', he replied, ' I will be forgiven.' So the rest of his people would admonish him for 
what he did. But when he died, or was replaced, the one who replaced him would take bribes 
too. Therefore, Allah says, if the others (who admonished him) would have a chance to loot 
this world, they will take it.'" Allah said, 



(Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them that they would not say about Allah 
anything but the truth) thus, admonishing them for this behavior. Allah took a pledge from 
them that they would declare the truth to people and not hide it. Allah said in another Ayah, 



((And remember) when Allah took a covenant from those who were given the Scripture to make 
it known and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they threw it away behind their backs, 
and purchased with it some miserable gain! And indeed worst is that which they bought) 
3:187 . Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn 'Abbas said about the Ayah, 



(Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them that they would not say about Allah 
anything but the truth), "Their claim that Allah will forgive the sins they keep committing 
without repenting from them." Allah said, 



(And the home in the Hereafter is better for those who have Taqwa Do not you then 
understand) Encouraging them to seek Allah's tremendous reward and warning them against His 
severe torment. Allah says here, ' My reward and what I have are better for those who avoid 
prohibitions, abandon lusts and become active in the obedience of their Lord.' 



(Do not you then understand) Allah says' Do not these people, who preferred this life instead of 
what is with Me, have any sense to prohibit them from their foolish and extravagant ways' Allah 
then praises those who adhere to His Book, which directs them to follow His Messenger 
Muhammad , 



(And as to those who hold fast to the Book) adhere to it, implement its commands and refrain 
from its prohibitions, 



(and perform the Salah, certainly We shall never waste the reward of those who do righteous 
deeds.) 



(171. And (remember) when We Nataqna the mountain over them as if it had been a canopy, 
and they thought that it was going to fall on them. (We said): "Hold firmly to what We have 
given you the Tawrah , and remember that which is therein (act on its commandments), so 
that you may fear Allah and obey Him.") 



Raising Mount Tur over the Jews, because of Their Rebellion 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(And (remember) when We Nataqna the mountain over them), "We raised the mountain, as 
Allah's other statement testifies, 



(And for their covenant, We raised over them the mountain) 4:154 ." Also, Sufyan Ath-Thawri 
narrated that Al-A' mash said that, Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The angels 
raised the Mount over their heads, as reiterated by Allah's statement, 



(We raised over them the mountain) 4:154 ." Al-Qasim bin Abi Ayyub narrated that Sa' id bin 
Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Musa later on proceeded with them to the Sacred Land. He 
took along the Tablets, after his anger subsided, and commanded them to adhere to the orders 
that Allah ordained to be delivered to them. But these orders became heavy on them and they 
did not want to implement them until Allah raised the mountain over them, 



(as if it had been a canopy), that is, when the angels raised the mountain over their heads. 
An-Nasa'i collected it. 



(172. And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam, from their 
loins, their seed and made them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am I not your Lord" They 
said: "Yes! We testify," lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: "Verily, we were 
unaware of this.") (173. Or lest you should say: "It was only our fathers aforetime who took 
others as partners in worship along with Allah, and we were (merely their) descendants after 
them; will You then destroy us because of the deeds of men who practiced falsehood") (174. 
Thus do We explain the Ayat in detail, so that they may turn (unto the truth).) 



The Covenant taken from the Descendants of Adam 

Allah stated that He brought the descendants of Adam out of their fathers' loins, and they 
testified against themselves that Allah is their Lord and King and that there is no deity worthy 
of worship except Him. Allah created them on this Fitrah, or way, just as He said, 



(So set you (0 Muhammad) your face truly towards the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with 
which He has created mankind. No change let there be in Khalqillah.) 30:30 And it is 
recorded in the Two Sahihsfrom Abu Hurayrah who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian 
or a Zoroastrian. Just as animals are born having full bodies, do you see any of them having a 
cutoff nose (when they are born)) . Muslim recorded that ' lyad bin ' Himar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said; 



» 



« 



(Allah said, 'I created My servants Hunafa' (monot heists), but the devils came to them and 
deviated them from their religion, prohibiting what I allowed.) There are Hadithsthat mention 
that Allah took Adam's offspring from his loins and divided them into those on the right and 
those on the left. Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(It will be said to a man from the people of the Fire on the Day of Resurrection, " If you owned 
all that is on the earth, would you pay it as ransom' He will reply, 'Yes.' Allah will say, 'I 
ordered you with what is less than that, when you were still in Adam's loins, that is, associate 
none with Me (in worship). You insisted that you associate with Me (in worship).') This was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs Commenting on this Ayah (7:172), At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When Allah created Adam, He wiped Adam's back and every person that He will create from 
him until the Day of Resurrection fell out from his back. Allah placed a glimmering light 
between the eyes of each one of them. Allah showed them to Adam and Adam asked, ' Lord! 
Who are they' Allah said, ' These are your offspring.' Adam saw a man from among them whose 
light he liked. He asked, " Lord! Who is this man' Allah said, " This is a man from the latter 
generations of your offspring. His name is Dawud.' Adam said, ' O Lord! How many years would 
he live' Allah said, * Sxty years.' Adam said, " Lord! I have forfeited forty years from my life 
for him.' When Adam's life came to an end, the angel of death came to him (to take his soul). 
Adam said, " I still have forty years from my life term, don't I' He said, ' Have you not given it to 
your son Dawud' So Adam denied that and his offspring followed suit (denying Allah's covenant), 
Adam forgot and his offspring forgot, Adam made a mistake and his offspring made mistakes.) 
At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih, and it was reported from various chains of 
narration through Abu Hurayrah from the Prophet ". Al-Hakim also recorded it in his Mustadrak, 



and said; "Sahih according to the criteria of Muslim, and they did not record it." These and 
similar Hadiths testify that Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, brought forth Adam's offspring 
from his loins and separated between the inhabitants of Paradise and those of the Fire. Allah 
then said, 



(and made them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am I not your Lord" They said: "Yes!") 
Therefore, Allah made them testify with themselves by circumstance and words. Testimony is 
sometimes given in words, such as, 



(They will say: "We bear witness against ourselves.") 6:130 At other times, testimony is given 
by the people themselves, such as Allah's statement, 



(It is not for the Mushrikin, (polyt heists) to maintain the mosques of Allah, while they testify 
against their own selves of disbelief.) 9:17 This Ayah means that their disbelief testifies 
against them, not that they actually testify against themselves here. Another Ayah of this type 
is Allah's statement, 



(And to that he bears witness (by his deeds). ) 100:7 The same is the case with asking, 
sometimes takes the form of words and sometimes a situation or circumstance. For instance, 
Allah said, 



(And He gave you of all that you asked for.) 14:34 Allah said here, 



(lest you should say), on the Day of Resurrection 



(we were of this) of Tawhid 



(unaware. Or lest you should say: "It was only our fathers aforetime who took others as 
partners in worship along with Allah,") 7:172-173 



(175. And recite to them the story of him to whom We gave Our Ayat, but he threw them away; 
so Shaytan followed him up, and he became of those who went astray.) (176. And had We 
willed, We would surely have elevated him therewith, but he clung to the earth and followed 
his own vain desires. So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive him away, he pants, or 
if you leave him alone, he (still) pants. Such is the parable of the people who reject Our Ayat. 
So relate the stories, perhaps they may reflect.) (177. Evil is the parable of the people who 
rejected Our Ayat, and used to wrong themselves.) 



Story Bar am bin Ba ura 

Abdur-Razzaq recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that Allah's statement, 



(And recite to them the story of him to whom We gave Our Ayat, but he threw them away) "Is 
about BaP am bin Ba' ura' a man from the Children of Israel." Shu' bah and several other 
narrators narrated this statement from Mansur who got it from ibn Mas' ud. Sa' id bin Abi 
' Arubah narrated that Qatadah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "He is Sayfi, son of Ar-Rahib." 
Qatadah commented that Ka' b said, "He was a man from Al-Balqla' (a province of Jordan) who 
knew Allah's Greatest Name. He used to live in Bayt Al-Maqdis with the tyrants." AI-'Awfi 
reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "He is Bar am bin Ba' ura', a man from Yemen whom Allah had 
given the knowledge of His Ayat, but he abandoned them." Malik bin Dinar said, "He was one of 
the scholars of the Children of Israel whose supplication was acceptable. They used to seek his 
lead in suplication in times of difficulty. Allah's Prophet Musa sent him to the King of Madyan to 
call him to Allah. That king appeased him and gave him land and gifts, and he reverted from 
the religion of Musa and followed the king's religion." ' Imran bin ' Uyaynah narrated that 
' Husayn said that ' Imran bin Al-Harith said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "He is Bar am son of Ba' ura'." 
Similar was said by Mujahid and ' Ikrimah. Therefore, it is well-known that this honorable Ayah 
was revealed about a man from the Children of Israel in ancient times, according to Ibn Mas' ud 
and several others among the Salaf. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "He is a 
man from the city of the tyrants (Jerusalem) whose name was Bal'am and who knew Allah's 
Greatest Name." 'AM bin Abi Talhah also reported that Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "When Musa 
and those with him went to the city of the tyrants (Jerusalem), the cousins of Bal' am and his 
people came to him and said, ' Musa is a strong man, and he has many soldiers. If he gains the 
upper hand over us, we will be destroyed. Therefore, supplicate to Allah that He prevents Musa 
and those with him from prevailing over us.' Bal' am said, ' If I supplicate to Allah that He turns 
back Musa and those with him, I will lose in this life and the Hereafter.' They kept luring him 
until he supplicated against Musa and his people, and Allah took away what he bestowed on 
him (of knowledge). Hence Allah's statement, 



(but he threw them away; so Shaytan followed him up).'" Allah said next, 



(And had We willed, We would surely have elevated him therewith but he clung to the earth 
and followed his own vain desires.) Allah said, 



(And had We willed, We would surely have elevated him therewith) from the filth of this 
earthly life through the Ayat that We gave him knowledge of, 



(but he clung to the earth), he became interested in the adornment of this life and its delights. 
He indulged in the lusts of life and its joys and was deceived by it, just as life deceived others 
like him, without sound comprehension or a good mind. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar 
narrated from Salim, from Abu An-Nadr that when Musa entered the land of Bani Canaan in the 
area of Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), the people of Bar am came to him, saying, "This is Musa, son 
of Mmran with the Children of Israel. He wants to drive us out from our land, kill us and 
replace us with the Children of Israel. We are your people and have no other dwelling area. 
You are a person whose supplication is acceptable (to Allah), so go out and supplicate to Allah 
against them." He said, "Woe to you! Here is Allah's Prophet (Musa) with whom the angels and 
believers are! How can I supplicate against them when I know from Allah what I know" They 
said, "We have no other dwelling area." So they kept luring and begging him until he was 
tempted by the trial and went on his donkey towards Mount Husban, which was behind the 
Israelite military barracks. When he proceeded on the Mount for awhile, the donkey sat down 
and refused to proceed. He got off the donkey and struck it until it stood up again and he rode 
it. The donkey did the same after a little while, and he struck it again until it stood up... So he 
proceeded and tried to supplicate against Musa and his people. However, Allah made his 
tongue mention his people with evil and the Children of Israel with good instead of his people, 
who protested, "0 Bar am! What are you doing You are supplicating for them and against us!" 
He said, "It is against my will. This is a matter that Allah has decided." He then said to them, as 
his tongue was made to loll out of his mouth, "Now I have lost this life and the Hereafter." This 
Ayah was revealed about the story of Bar am son of Ba' ura' 



(And recite to them the story of him to whom We gave Our Ayat, but he threw them away.), 
until, 



(perhapsthey may reflect.) Allah said next, 



(So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive him away, he pants, or if you leave him 
alone, he (still) pants.) Scholars of Tafsir have conflicting opinions regarding the meaning of 



this Ayah. Some scholars said that it refers to the end of Bar am's tongue which flickered out of 
his mouth, as in the story narrated from Ibn Ishaq, from Salim, from Abu An-Nadr. Therefore, 
his example is the example of the dog, its tongue pants regardless of whether it is driven away 
or not. It was also said that the meaning here is a parable of this man -- and his like -- 
concerning their misguidance, persisting the wrong path and not being able to benefit from 
faith or comprehend what they are being called to. So his example is that of a dog which pants 
whether it was driven away or left alone. The person described here does not benefit from the 
advice or the call to faith, just as if the advice and call never occurred. Allah said in another 
Ayah, k 



(It is the same to them (disbelievers) whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will 
not believe.) 2:6 and, 



(Whether you ask forgiveness for them (hypocrites) or ask not forgiveness for them -- (and 
even) if you ask seventy times for their forgiveness -- Allah will not forgive them.) 9:80 and 
similar Ayat. It was also said that the meaning here, is that the heart of the disbeliever, the 
hypocrite and the wicked is weak and devoid of guidance. Therefore, it keeps faltering. Smilar 
was narrated from Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 



(So relate the stories, perhapsthey may reflect) Allah said next to His Prophet Muhammad 



(So relate the stories, perhapsthey may) the Children of Israel, who have knowledge ot the 
story of BaP am and what happened to him when Allah allowed him to stray and expelled him 
from His mercy. Allah favored him by teaching him His Greatest Name, by which, if He is 
asked, He will grant, and if He is called upon, He answers. But Bar am used it in disobedience 
to Allah and invoked Him against His own party of the people of faith, followers of His servant 
and Messenger during that time, Musa, the son of " Imran, peace be upon him, whom Allah 
spoke to directly, 



(perhaps they may reflect.) and avoid Balaam's behavior, for Allah has given the Jews 
knowledge and made them superior to the bedouins surrounding them. He gave them the 
description of Muhammad which would allow them to recognize him, as they recognize their 
own children. They, among people, have the most right to follow, aid and support Muhammad , 
in obedience to their Prophets who informed them of him and commanded them to follow him. 
Therefore, whoever among them defies the knowledge in their Books or hides it from the 
servants, Allah will place disgrace on him in this life, followed by humiliation in the Hereafter. 
Allah said, 



(Evil is the parable of the people who rejected Our Ayat.) Allah says, evil is the example of the 
people who deny Our Ayat in that they are equated with dogs that have no interest but to 
collect food and satisfy lusts.' Therefore, whoever goes out of the area of knowledge and 
guidance, and seeks satisfaction for his lusts and vain desires, is just like a dog; what an evil 
example. The Sahih recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The evil example is not suitable for us: he who goes back on his gift is just like the dog that 
eats its vomit.) Allah's statement, 



(and they used to wrong themselves.) means, Allah did not wrong them, but they wronged 
themselves by rejecting guidance, not obeying the Lord, being content with this life that will 
soon end, all the while seeking to fulfill desires and obey lusts. 



(178. Whomsoever Allah guides, he isthe guided one, and whomsoever He sends astray, -- then 
those! They are the losers.) Allah says, whomever He leads aright, then none can lead him to 
misguidance, and whomever He leads astray, will have acquired failure, loss and sure 
misguidance. Verily, whatever Allah wills occurs; and whatever He does not will, does not 
occur. A Hadith narrated from ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud reads, 



» 



« 



(All praise is due to Allah, Whom we praise and seek help, guidance and forgiveness from. We 
seek refuge with Allah from the evils within ourselves and from the burden of our evil deeds. 
He whom Allah guides, will never be misled; and he whom He misguides, will never have one 
who will guide him. I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah 
without partners and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.) The complete Hadith was 
collected by Imam Ahmad and the collectors of Sunan and others. 



(179. And surely, We have created many of the Jinn and mankind for Hell. They have hearts 
wherewith they understand not, and they have eyes wherewith they see not, and they have 
ears wherewith they hear not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! 
They are the heedless ones.) 

Disbelief and the Divine Decree 

Allah said, 



(And surely, We have created for Hell) We made a share in the Fire for, 



(many of the Jinn and mankind) We prepared them for it by their performance of the deeds of 
its people. When Allah intended to create the creation, He knew what their work will be before 
they existed. He wrote all this in a Book, kept with Him, fifty thousand years before He created 
the heavens and earth. Muslim recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, Allah decided the destination and due measurement of the creation fifty thousand 
years before He created the heavens and earth, and His Throne was over the water.) There are 
many Hadiths on this subject, and certainly, the matter of Al-Qadar is of utmost importance, 
yet this is not where we should discuss it. Allah said, 



(They have hearts wherewith they understand not, and they have eyes wherewith they see not, 
and they have ears wherewith they hear not.) meaning, they do not benefit from these senses 
that Allah made for them as a means of gaining guidance. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And We had assigned them the (faculties of) hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, 
seeing, and their hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny the Ayat.) 46:26 . Allah 
also said about the hypocrites, 



((They are) deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to the right path)) 2:18 , and about the 
disbelievers, 



((They are) deaf, dumb and blind. 3d they do not understand.) 2:171 However, they are not 
deaf, dumb or blind, except relation to the guidance. Allah said; 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen; and even if He 
had made them listen, they would but have turned away with aversion (to the truth).) 8:23 , 



(Verily, it is not the eyesthat grow blind, but it isthe hearts which are in the breaststhat grow 
blind.) 22:46 , and, 



(And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the Most Gracious (Allah), We 
appoint for him Shaytan to be an intimate companion to him. And verily, they hinder them 
from the path, but they think that they are guided aright!) 43:36-37 Allah's statement, 



(They are like cattle), means, those who neither hear the truth, nor understand it, nor see the 
guidance, are just like grazing cattle that do not benefit from these senses, except for what 
sustains their life in this world. Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of one who shouts to those who hear 
nothing but calls and cries.) 2:171 meaning, their example, when they are called to the 
faith, is the example of cattle that hear only the voice of their shepherd, but cannot 
understand what he is saying. Allah further described them 



(nay even more astray), than cattle, because cattle still respond to the call of their shepherd, 
even though they do not understand what he is saying. As for the people described here, they 
are unlike cattle, which fulfill the purpose and service they were created for. The disbeliever 
was created to worship Allah alone in Tawhid, but he disbelieved in Allah and associated others 
in His worship. Therefore, those people who obey Allah are more honorable than some angels, 
while cattle are better than those who disbelieve in Him. So Allah said; 



(They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! They are the heedless ones.) 



(180. And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the 
company of those who belie His Names. They will be requited for what they used to do.) 



Allah's Most Beautiful Names 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah has ninety-nine Names, a hundred less one; whoever counts (and preserves) 
them, will enter Paradise. Allah is Wit r (One) and loves Al-Witr (the odd numbered things),) 
The Two Sahihs collected this Hadith. We should state that Allah's Names are not restricted to 
only ninety-nine. For instance, in his Musnad, Imam Ahmad recorded that x Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
said that the Messenger of Allah said; 



» 



« 

(Any person who is overcome by sadness or grief and supplicates, ' Allah! I am Your servant, 
son of Your female servant. My forelock is in Your Hand. Your decision concerning me shall 
certainly come to pass. Just is Your Judgement about me. I invoke You by every Name that You 
have and that You called Yourself by, sent down in Your Book, taught to any of Your creatures, 
or kept with You in the knowledge of the Unseen that is with You. Make the Glorious Qur'an the 
spring of my heart, the light of my chest, the remover of my grief and the dissipater of my 
concern. 1 Surely, Allah will remove his grief and sadness and exchange them for delight.) The 
Prophet was asked "0 Messenger of Allah! Should we learn these words" He said, 



« » 



(Yes. It is an obligation on all those who hear this supplication to learn it.) AI-' Awfi said that 
Ibn " Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(and leave the company of those who belie His Names) "To belie Allah's Names includes saying 
that Al-Lat (an idol) derived from Allah's Name." Ibn Jurayj narrated from Mujahid that he 
commented, 



(and leave the company of those who belie His Names) "They derived Al-Lat (an idol's name) 
from Allah, and Al-^ Uzza (another idol) from AI-'Aziz (the All -Mighty)." Qatadah stated that 
llhad refers to associating others with Allah in His Names (such as calling an idol AI-' Uzza). The 
word llhad used in the Ayah in another from means deviation, wickedness, injustice and 
straying. The hole in the grave is called Lahd, because it is a hole within a hole, that is turned 
towards the Qiblah (the direction of the prayer). 



(181. And of those whom We have created, there is a community who guides (others) with the 
truth, and establishes justice therewith.) Allah said, 



(And of those whom We have created), in reference to some nations, 



(a community), that stands in truth, in words and action, 



(who guides (others) with the truth), they proclaim it and call to it, 



(and establishes justice therewith), adhere to it themselves and judge by it. It was reported 
that this Ayah refers to the Ummah of Muhammad . In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 
Mif awiyah bin Abi Sufyan said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There will always be a group of my Ummah who are apparent on the Truth, unabated by those 
who fail or oppose them, until the (Last) Hour commences.) rln another narration, the 
Messenger said, 



« » 

(Until Allah's command (the Last Hour) comes while they are still like this. ) and in yet another 
narration, 



« » 

(And they will dwell in Ash-Sham (Greater Syria).) 



(182. Those who reject Our Ayat, We shall gradually seize them with punishment in ways they 
perceive not.) (183. And I respite them; certainly My plan is strong.) Allah said, 



(Those who reject Our Ayat, We shall gradually seize them in waysthey perceive not) meaning, 
the doors of provisions will be opened for them and also the means of livelihood, in this life. 
They will be deceived by all this and think that they are on the correct path. Allah said in 
another instance, 



(So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been reminded, We opened for them 
the gates of every (pleasant) thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they 
were given, all of a sudden, We took them (in punishment), and lo! They were plunged into 
destruction with deep regrets and sorrow. So the root of the people who did wrong was cut off. 
And all the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) 6:44-45 . Allah said 
here, 



(And I respite them) prolong what they are in, 



(certainly My plan is strong) and perfect. 



(184. Do they not reflect There is no madness in their companion. He is but a plain warner.) 
Allah said, 



(Do they not reflect) 'those who deny Our Ayat 



(there is not in their companion), Muhammad , 



(madness) Muhammad is not mad, rather, he is truly the Messenger of Allah, calling to Truth, 



(but he is a plain warner), and this is clear for those who have a mind and a heart by which 
they understand and comprehend. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And (O people) your companion is not a madman.) 81 :22 Allah also said, 



(Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and 
reflect, there is no madness in your companion. He is only a warner to you in face of a severe 
torment.") 34:46 meaning, " I ask you to stand for Allah in sincerity without stubbornness or 
bias,' 



(in pairs and singly) 34:46 individuals and in groups, 



(and reflect) 34:46 , about this man who brought the Message from Allah, is he mad If you do 
this, it will become clear to you that he is the Messenger of Allah in truth and justice. Qatadah 



bin Di'amah said, "We were informed that the Prophet of Allah once was on (Mount) As-Safa and 
called the Quraysh, subtribe by subtribe, proclaiming, 



» 



« 



(0 Children of so-and-so, Children of so-and-so! He warned them against Allah's might and 
what He has done (such as revenge from His enemies).) Some of them commented, 'This 
companion of yours (Prophet Muhammad) is mad; he kept shouting until the morning' Allah sent 
down this Ayah, 



(Do they not reflect There is no madness in their companion. He is but a plain warner) 
7:184 ."' 



(185. Do they not look in the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all things that Allah 
has created; and that it may be that the end of their lives is near. In what message after this 
will they then believe) Allah asks, those who denied faith, did they not contemplate about Our 
Ayat in the kingdom of the heavens and earth and what was created in them Do they not 
contemplate about all this and learn lessons from it, so that they are certain that He Who has 
all this, has no equal or rival All this was made by He Who Alone deserves the worship and 
sincere religion, so that they might have faith in Him and believe in His Messenger, all the 
while turning to Allah's obedience, rejecting any rivals to Him, and rejecting idols. They should 
be warned that their lifes may have reached their end, and they, thus, face their demise while 
disbelievers, ending up in Allah's torment and severe punishment. Allah said, 



(In what message after this will they then believe) Allah says, what more warnings, and 
discouragements should compel them to believe, if the warnings and threats that Muhammad 
brought them from Allah in His Book do not compel them to do so Allah said next, 



(186. Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; and He lets them wander blindly in 
their transgressions.) Allah says, those who were destined to be misguided, then none can lead 
them to guidance, and even if they try their best effort to gain such guidance, this will not 
avail them, 



(And whomsoever Allah wants to put in Fitnah (error, because of his rejecting of Faith, or 
trial), you can do nothing for him against Allah) 5:41 , and, 



(Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and the earth," but neither Ayat nor warners benefit 
those who believe not) 10:101 . 



(187. They ask you about the Hour (Day of Resurrection): "When will be its appointed time" Say: 
"The knowledge thereof is with my Lord (Alone). None can reveal its time but He. Heavy is its 
burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden." 
They ask you as if you have a good knowledge of it. Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah 
(Alone), but most of mankind know not.") 



The Last Hour and its Portents 

Allah said here, 



(They ask you about the Hour), just as He said in another Ayah, 



(People ask you concerning the Hour) 33:63 . It was said that this Ayah was revealed about 
the Quraysh or the Jews, although it appears that it was about the Quraysh, because this Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah. The Quraysh used to ask about the Last Hour, because they used to 
deny it and discount its coming. For instance, Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And they say: "When will be this promise (the torment or the Day of Resurrection), if you 
speak the truth") 10:48 , and, 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it is the very truth. Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in 
error far away) 42:18 . Allah said here (that the Quraysh asked), 



("When will be its appointed time") in reference to its commencement, according to ' Ali bin 
Abi Talhah who reported this from Ibn 'Abbas. They asked about the Hour's appointed term and 
when the end of thisworld will begin; 



(Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord (Alone). None can reveal its time but He.") Allah 
commanded His Messenger that when asked about the appointed term of the Last Hour, he 
referred its knowledge to Allah, the Exalted. Only Allah knows the Last Hour's appointed term 
and when it will certainly occur, and none besides Him has this knowledge, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth) ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar 
said that Qatadah commented on this Ayah, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth) "Its knowledge is heavy on the 
residents of the heavens and earth, they do not have knowledge in it." Also, Ma' mar said that 
Al-Hasan commented on this Ayah, "When the Last Hour comes, it will be heavy on the 
residents of the heavens and earth." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas explained this Ayah, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth, ) saying, "All creatures will suffer its 
heaviness on the Day of Resurrection." Ibn Jurayj also said about this Ayah, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth.) "When it commences, the heavens will 
be torn, the stars will scatter all over, the sun will be wound round (thus losing its light), the 
mountains will be made to pass away and all of which Allah spoke of will occur. This is the 
meaning of its burden being heavy." As- Suddi said that, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth) means, its knowledge is hidden in the 
heavens and earth, and none, not even a close angel or a sent Messenger has knowledge of its 
appointed time. 



(It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden) indicating that the Hour will start all of a 
sudden, while they are unaware. Qatadah said, "Allah has decided that, 



(It shall not come upon you except all of a sudden.) He then said, "We were informed that 
Allah's Prophet said, 



» 



« 

The Hour will start (suddenly) for the people while one is mending his watering hole, giving 
water to his cattle, setting his goods in the market or lowering his scale and raising it (selling 
and buying).'" Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The Hour will not commence until the sun rises from the west. When it rises (from the west) 
and the people see it, then, all people will believe. However, this is when faith does not 
benefit a soul that did not believe beforehand nor earned good in faith. The Hour will (all of a 
sudden) commence while two men have spread a garment between them, and they will neither 
have time to conclude the transaction nor to fold the garment. The Hour will commence after 
a man milked his animal, but he will not have time to drink it. The Hour will start when a man 
is making his watering hole (for his animals), but will not have time to make use of the pool. 
And the Hour will commence while a man has raised his hand with a bite to his mouth, but will 
not eat it.) Al-' Awfi said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(They ask you as if you have good knowledge of it.) "As if you have good relations and 
friendship with them!" Ibn 'Abbas said, "When the people (pagans of Quraysh) asked the 
Prophet about the Last Hour, they did so in a way as if Muhammad was their friend! Allah 
revealed to him that its knowledge is with Him Alone and He did not inform a close angel or 
Messenger of it." The correct explanation for this Ayah is, as narrated from Mujahid, through 
Ibn Abi Najih, 



(They ask you as if you have Hafi of it.) means, x as if you had asked about its time and so its 
knowledge iswith you.' Allah said, 



(Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah (Alone), but most of mankind know not.") When 
Jibril came in the shape of a bedouin man to teach the people matters of their religion, he sat 
next to the Messenger of Allah asking him as if to learn. Jibril asked the Messenger about Islam, 
then about Iman (faith) then about Ihsan (Excellence in the religion). He asked next, "When will 
the Hour start" Allah's Messenger said, 



« » 



(He who is asked about it has no more knowledge of it than the questioner.) Therefore, the 
Prophet was saying, ' I have no more knowledge in it than you (0 Jibril), nor does anyone have 
more knowledge in it than anyone else.' The Prophet then recited the Ayah, 



(Verily, Allah, with Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour.) 31:34 In another narration, 
Jibril asked the Prophet about the portents of the Hour, and the Prophet mentioned them. The 
Prophet also said in this narration, 



« » 

(Five, their knowledge is only with Allah) then recited this Ayah (31:34). In response to the 
Prophet's answers after each question, Jibril would say, "You have said the truth." This made 
the Companions wonder about this questioner who would ask a question and attest to every 
answer he was given. When Jibril went away, the Messenger of Allah said to the Companions, 



« » 

(This is Jibril, he came to teach you matters of your religion.) In yet another narration, the 
Prophet commented, 



» 



« 



(I recognized him (Jibril) in every shape he came to me in, except this one.) Muslim recorded 
that ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said; "When the bedouins used to come to the 
Prophet , they used to ask him about the Hour. The Prophet would answer them, while pointing 
at the youngest person among them, 



» 



« 



(If this (young man) lives, he will not become old before your Hour starts.) The Prophet meant 
the end of their life that introduces them to the life in Barzakh, which is between this life and 
the Hereafter. Muslim recorded that Anas said that a man asked Allah's Messenger about the 
Hour, and the Messenger answered, 



» 



« 



(If this young boy lives, it might be that he will not become old before the Hour starts.) Only 
Muslim collected this Hadith. Jabir bin ' Abdullah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 
one month before he died, 



» 



« 



(You keep asking me about the Hour, when its knowledge is with Allah. I swear by Allah that 
there is no living soul on the face of the earth now will be alive a hundred years from now.) 
Muslim collected this Hadith. A similar Hadith is recorded in Two Sahihsfrom Ibn * Umar, but he 
commented, "The Messenger of Allah meant that his generation will be finished by that time 
reach its appointed term." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(During the night of Isra', I met Ibrahim, Musa and ' Isa. They mentioned the matter of the Last 
Hour, and they asked Ibrahim about it, who said, ' I do not have knowledge of it.' They asked 
Musa about it and he said, ' I have no knowledge of it.' They then asked ' Isa about it, and he 
said, ' As for when it will occur, only Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, knows that. My Lord 
has conveyed to me that the Dajjal (False Messiah) will appear, and I will have two staffs 
(spears) with me. When he sees me, he will dissolve just as lead is dissolved. Allah will destroy 
him when he sees me, and the tree and the stone will say, ' Muslim! There is a disbeliever 
under (behind) me, so come and kill him.' Allah will destroy them (the Dajjal and his army), 
and the people will safely go back to their lands and areas. Thereafter, Gog and Magog will 
appear, and they will be swarming from every mound, sweeping over the earth and destroying 



everything they pass by. They will drink every water source they pass. The people will come to 
me complaining about Gog and Magog and will invoke Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, 
against them, and Allah will bring death to all of them until the earth rots with their stinking 
odor. Allah will send down rain on them and the rain will carry their corpses, until it throws 
them in the sea... My Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored has conveyed to me that when this 
occurs, the Hour will be just like the pregnant women when the term of pregnancy is full, her 
family does not know when she will surprise them and give birth, whether by night or by day.) 
Ibn Majah also collected a similar Hadith Therefore these are the greatest of the Messengers 
but they did not have knowledge of the appointed term of the Hour. They asked ' Isa about it 
and he spoke about its Sgns, since he will descend in the last generations of this Ummah, 
implementing the Law of Allah's Messenger , killing the Dajjal and destroying Gog and Magog 
people by the blessing of his supplication. ' Isa merely informed them of the knowledge Allah 
gave him on this subject. Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah said, "The Messenger of Allah 
was asked about the Hour and he said, 



» 



« 

(Its knowledge is with my Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored, none can reveal its time except 
Him. However, I will tell you about its portents and the signs that precede it. Before it 
commences, there will be Fitnah (trials) and Harj.) They asked, * Allah's Messenger! We know 
the meaning of the Fitnah, so what is the Harj' He said, 



« » 

(It means killing, in the Language of the Ethiopians. ) He then said, 



» 



« 



(Isolation and loneliness will be common between people, and therefore, almost no one will be 
able to recognize any other.)" None among the collectors of the six Sunan collected this Hadith 
using this chain of narration. Tariq bin Shihab said that the Messenger of Allah kept mentioning 
the Last Hour for people kept asking about it , until this Ayah was revealed, 



(They ask you about the Hour (Day of Resurrection): "When will be its appointed time"). An- 
Nasa'i collected this Hadith, which has a strong chain. Therefore, this unlettered Prophet , the 



chief of the Messengers and their Seal, Muhammad, may Allah's peace and blessings be on him, 
Muhammad, the Prophet of mercy, repentance, Al-Malhmah (great demise of the disbelievers), 
Al-' Aqib (who came after many Prophets), Al-Muqaffi (the last of a succession) and Al-Hashir 
(below whom will all people be gathered on the Day of Gathering ) Muhammad who said, as 
collected in the Sahih from Anas and Sahl bin Sa' d, 



« » 



(My sending and the Hour are like this,) and he joined his index and middle fingers. Yet, he was 
commanded to defer knowledge of the Last Hour to Allah if he was asked about it, 



(Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah (alone), but most of mankind know not.") 



(188. Say : "I possess no power over benefit or harm to myself except as Allah wills. If I had the 
knowledge of the Ghayb (Unseen), I should have secured for myself an abundance of wealth, 
and no evil should have touched me. I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings unto 
people who believe.") 



The Messenger does not know the Unseen, and He cannot bring 
Benefit or Harm even to Himself 

Allah commanded His Prophet to entrust all matters to Him and to inform, about himself, that 
he does not know the unseen future, but he knows of it only what Allah informs him. Allah said 
in another Ayah, 



((He Alone is) the All-Knower of the Ghayb (Unseen), and He reveals to none His Ghayb.) 
72:26 Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn * Abbas said that, 



(If I had the knowledge of the Ghayb (Unseen), I should have secured for myself an abundance 
of wealth.) refers to money. In another narration, Ibn 'Abbas commented, "I would have 
knowledge of how much profit I would make with what I buy, and I would always sell what I 
would make profit from, 



("and no evil should have touched me.") and poverty would never touch me." Ibn Jarir said, 
"And others said, ' This means that if I know the Unseen then I would prepare for the years of 
famine during the prosperous years, and in the time of high cost, I would have prepared for it.'" 
x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam also commented on this Ayah; 



("and no evil should have touched me. "), "I would have avoided and saved myself from any 
type of harm before it comes." Allah then stated that the Prophet is a warner and bearer of 
good news. He warns against the torment and brings good news of Paradise for the believers, 



(So We have made this (the Qur'an) easy on your tongue, only that you may give glad tidings to 
the pious, and warn with it the most quarrelsome of people.) 19:97 



(189. It is He Who has created you from a single person, and (then) He has created from him his 
wife, in order that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her. When he covered had sexual 
relation with her, she became pregnant and she carried it about (lightly). Then when it 
became heavy, they both invoked Allah, their Lord (saying): "If You give us a Salih (good in 
every aspect) child, we shall indeed be among the grateful.") (190. But when He gave them a 
Salih child, they ascribed partners to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to them. High be 
Allah, Exalted above all that they ascribe as partners to Him.) 



All Mankind are the Offspring of Adam 

Allah states that He has created all mankind from Adam, peace be upon him, and from Adam, 
He created his wife, Hawwa' and from them, people started to spread. Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and 
tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who has Taqwa) 49:13 , and, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him He 
created his wife.) 4:1 In this honorable Ayah, Allah said; 



(And (then) He has created from him his wife, in order that he might enjoy the pleasure of 
living with her.) so that he is intimate and compassionate with her. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And among His Sgns is this, that He created for you wives (spouses) from among yourselves, 
that you may find repose in them, and He has put between you affection and mercy.) 30:21 
Indeed, there is no intimacy between two souls like that between the spouses. This is why Allah 
mentioned that the sorcerer might be able with his trick to separate between a man and his 
wife thus indicating the difficulty of separating them in normal circumstances . Allah said 
next, 



(When he covered her) meaning had sexual intercourses with her. 



(she became pregnant and she carried it about lightly) in reference to the first stage of 
pregnancy when the woman does not feel pain, for at that time, the fetus will be just a Nutfah 
(the mixture of the male and female discharge), then becomes an ' Alaqah (a piece of thick 
coagulated blood) and then a Mudghah (a small lump of flesh). Allah said next, 



(and she carried it about), she continued the pregnancy, according to Mujahid. It was reported 
that Al-Hasan, Ibrahim An-Nakha* i and As-Suddi said similarly. Maymun bin Mahran reported 
that his father said, "She found the pregnancy unnoticeable." Ayyub said, "I asked Al-Hasan 
about the Ayah, 



(and she carried it about) and he said, ' Had you been an Arab, you would know what it means! 
It meansthat she continued the pregnancy through its various stages .'" Qatadah said, 



(and she carried it about (lightly).), means, it became clear that she was pregnant. Ibn Jarir 
commented, "This Ayah meansthat the liquid remained, whether she stood up or sat down." Al- 
'Awfi recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The semen remained in, but she was unsure if she 
became pregnant or not, 



(Then when it became heavy), she became heavier with the fetus", As-Suddi said, "The fetus 
grew in her womb." 



(they both invoked Allah, their Lord (saying): "If You give us a Salih child,) if he is born human 
in every respect. Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "They feared that their child 
might be born in the shape of an animal!" while Abu Al-Bakhtri and Abu Malik commented, 
"They feared that their newborn might not be human." Al-Hasan Al-Basri also commented, "If 
You (Allah) give us a boy." 



(we shall indeed be among the grateful. But when He gave them a Salih child, they ascribed 
partners to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to them. High be Allah, Exalted above all 
that they ascribe as partners to Him.) 7:189-190 Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Hasan commented 
on this part of the Ayah, 



(they ascribed partners to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to them) "This occurred by 
followers of some religion, not from Adam or Hawwa' ." Al-Hasan also said, "This Ayah refers 
to those among the offspring of Adam who fell into Shirk, 



(they ascribed partners to Him (Allah) in that which He has given to them.)" Qatadah said, "Al- 
Hasan used to say that it refers to the Jews and Christians. Allah gave them children, and they 
turned them into Jews and Christians." The explanations from Al-Hasan have authentic chains 
of narration leading to him, and certainly, it is one of the best interpretations. This Ayah 
should therefore be understood this way, for it is apparent that it does not refer to Adam and 
Hawa', but about the idolators among their offspring. Allah mentioned the person first Adam 
and Hawwa' and then continued to mention the species mankind, many of whom committed 
Shirk . There are similar cases in the Qur'an. For cases, Allah said 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps) It is well-known that the stars 
that were made as lamps in the sky are not the same as the shooting missiles that are thrown 
at the devils mentioned later in the Ayah . There are similar instances in the Qur'an. Allah 
knows best. 



(191 . Do they attribute as partners to Allah those who created nothing but they themselves are 
created) (192. No help can they give them, nor can they help themselves.) (193. And if you call 
them to guidance, they follow you not. It is the same for you whether you call them or you 
keep silent.) (194. Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah are servants like you. So call 
upon them and let them answer you if you are truthful.) (195. Have they feet wherewith they 
walk Or have they hands wherewith they hold Or have they eyes wherewith they see Or have 



they ears wherewith they hear Say: "Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah) and then plot 
against me, and give me no respite!) (196. Verily, my protector is Allah Who has revealed the 
Book (the Qur'an), and He protects the righteous.) (197. And those whom you call upon besides 
Him (Allah) cannot help you nor can they help themselves.) (198. And if you call them to 
guidance, they hear not and you will see them looking at you, yet they see not.") 



Idols do not create, help, or have Power over Anything 

Allah admonishes the idolators who worshipped idols, rivals and images besides Him, although 
these objects were created by Allah, and neither own anything nor can they bring harm or 
benefit. These objects do not see or give aid to those who worship them. They are inanimate 
objectsthat neither move, hear, or see. Those who worship these objects are better than they 
are, for they hear see and have strength of their own. Allah said, 



(Do they attribute as partners to Allah those who created nothing but they themselves are 
created) meaning, ' Do you associate with Allah others that neither create, nor have power to 
create anything' Allah said in another Ayah, 



(0 mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to it (carefully): Verily, those on whom you 
call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, even though they combine together for the 
purpose. And if the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it 
from the fiy. So weak are (both) the seeker and the sought. They have not estimated Allah His 
rightful estimate. Verily, Allah is AII-9rong, Almighty) 22:73-74 . Allah states that if all false 
gods of the disbelievers gather their strength, they would not be able to create a fly. Rather, if 
the fly steals anything from them, no matter how insignificant, and flew away, they would not 
be able to retrieve it. Therefore, if an object is this weak, how can it be worshipped and 
invoked for provisions and aid This is why Allah said, 



(... who created nothing but they themselves are created) these worshipped objects 
themselves were created and made. Prophet Ibrahim Al-Khalil proclaimed, 



("Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve") 37:95 Allah said next, 



(No help can they give them) those who worship them, 



(nor can they help themselves) nor are they able to aid themselves against those who seek to 
harm them. For instance, Allah's Kha.NI , peace be upon him, broke and disgraced the idols of his 
people, just as Allah said he did, 



(Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right hand,) 37:93 and, 



(So he broke them to pieces, (all) except the biggest of them, that they might turn to it.) 
21:58 Ivlf adh bin 'Amr ibn Al-Jamuh and Mu' adh bin Jabal, may Allah be pleased with both 
of them, were still young when they embraced Islam after the Messenger of Allah came to Al- 
Madinah. So they were attacking the idols of the idolators at night, breaking, disfiguring them 
and using them as fuel for needy widows. They sought to give a lesson to their people to make 
them aware of their error. " Amr bin Al-Jamuh, who was one of the chiefs of his people, had an 
idol that he used to worship and perfume. The two Ivkf adhs used to go to that idol, turn it on 
its head and tarnish it with animal waste. When 'Amr bin Al-Jamuh would see what happened 
to his idol, he would clean it, perfume it and leave a sword next to it, saying, "Defend 
yourself." However, the two young men would repeat their actions, and he would do the same 
as before. Once, they took the idol, tied it to a dead dog and threw it in a well while tied to a 
rope! When " Amr bin Al-Jamuh saw this, he knew that his religion was false and said, "By Allah! 
Had you been a god who has might, you would not end up tied to a dog on a rope!" ' Amr bin Al- 
Jamuh embraced Islam, and he was strong in his Islam. He was later martyred during the battle 
of Uhud, may Allah be pleased with him, give him pleasure, and grant him Paradise as his 
dwelling. Allah said, 



(And if you call them to guidance, they follow you not.) Allah says, these idols do not hear the 
calls of those who worship them. Therefore, the result is the same, whether calling the idols or 
shunning them. Ibrahim, peace be upon said, 



("0 my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in 
anything") 19:42 Next, Allah states that the idols were created, just as those who worship 
them. Rather, the people are better than the idols, because they are able to hear, see and 
exert harm. The idols, on the other hand, have no such powers. Allah said next, 



(Say: "Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah)) invoke the idols for aid against me and do not 
give me respite, even for an instant, and give it your best effort, 



(Verily, my protector is Allah Who has revealed the Book (the Qur'an), and He protects the 
righteous.) Allah's support is sufficient and He will suffice for me, He is My supporter, I trust in 
Him and take refuge with Him. He is my protector, in this life and the Hereafter, and the 
protector of every righteous believer after me. Similarly, the people of Hud said, 



("All that we say is that some of our gods have seized you with evil (madness). " Hud replied: "I 
call Allah to witness, and bear you witness that I am free from that which you ascribe as 
partners in worship, with Him (Allah) . So plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I 
put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving (living) creature but He has 
the grasp of its forelock. Verily, my Lord is on a path that is straight) 11:54-56 . Ibrahim Al- 
Khalil proclaimed (to his people), 



(Do you observe that which you have been wershipping, You and your ancient fathers. Verily, 
they are enemies to me, save the Lord of all that exists. Who has created me, and it is He Who 
guides me.") 26:75-78 He also said to his fat her and his people, 



("Verily, I am innocent of what you warship. Except Him Who did create me; and verily, He will 
guide me." And he made it a legacy lasting among his offspring, that they may turn back (to 
Allah).) 43:26-28 Allah said here, 



(Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah) until the end of the Ayah, reiterating what has 
been said earlier, but He uses direct speech thistime, 



(cannot help you nor can they help themselves.) The Ayah, 



(And if you call them to guidance, they hear not and you will see them looking at you, yet they 
see not.) is similar to another Ayah, 



(If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear not your call.) 35:14 . Allah said next, 



(and you will see them looking at you, yet they see not.) meaning, they have eyes that stare as 
if they see, although they are solid. Therefore, the Ayah treated them as if they had a mind 
saying, Tarahum, instead of Taraha , since they are made in the shape of humans with eyes 
drawn on them. 



(199. Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf (the good), and turn away from the foolish (don't punish 
them). ) (200. And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, then seek refuge with Allah. 
Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 

Showing Forgiveness 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on Allah's statement, 



(Show forgiveness) "Allah commanded Prophet Muhammad to show forgiveness and turn 
away from the idolators for ten years. Afterwards Allah ordered him to be harsh with them." 
And more than one narration from Mujahid says, "From the bad behavior and actions of the 
people, of those who have not committed espionage." And Hashim bin ' Urwah said that his 
father said, "Allah ordered Allah's Messenger to pardon the people for their behavior." And in 
one narration, "pardon what I have allowed you of their behavior. In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is 
recorded that Hisham reported from his father ' Urwah from his brother 'Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubayr who said; " The Ayah ; 



(Show forgiveness) was only revealed about the peoples bad character." There is a narration 
from Mughi rah from Hi sham from his father from Ibn ' Umar; and another from Hisham from his 
father from * A'ishah, both of whom said similarly. And Allah knows best. Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Yunus said that Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah narrated that Umay said, "When 
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, revealed this Ayah, 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf (what is good), and turn away from the foolish) to His 
Prophet, the Messenger of Allah asked, 



« » 

('What does it mean, OJibril) Jibril said, 'Allah commands you to forgive those who wronged 
you, give to those who deprived you, and keep relations with those who cut theirs with you.'" 
Al-Bukhari said, "Allah said, 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin Al-'Urf and turn away from the ignorant). 'AI-' Urf, means, 
righteousness." Al-Bukhari next recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "'Uyaynah bin Hisn bin 
Hudhayfah stayed with his nephew Al-Hur bin Qays, who was among the people whom ' Umar 
used to have near him, for 'Umar used to like to have the reciters of the Qur'an (who 
memorized it) near him and would listen to their opinion, regardless of whether they were old 
or young men. 'Uyaynah said to his nephew, '0 my nephew! You are close to this chief 
(' Umar), so ask for permission for me to see him.' Al-Hur said ' I will ask him for you,' and he 
asked ' Umar for permission for ' Uyaynah to meet him, and ' Umar gave him permission. When 
' Uyaynah entered on ' Umar, he said, ' Ibn Al-Khattab! You neither give to us sufficiently nor 
rule with justice between us.' 'Umar became so angry that he almost punished 'Uyaynah. 
However, Al-Hur said, ' Chief of he Faithful! Allah, the Exalted, said to His Prophet , 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin AI-' Urf, and turn away from the foolish) Verily this man (' Uyaynah) 
is one of the fools!' By Allah, ' Umar did not do anything after he heard that Ayah being recited, 
and indeed, he was one who adhered to the Book of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." Al- 
Bukhari recorded this Hadith. Some scholars said that people are of two kinds, a good-doer, so 



accept his good doing and neither ask him more than he can bear nor what causes him 
hardship. The other kind isthe one who falls in shortcomings, so enjoin righteousness on him. If 
he still insists on evil, becomes difficult and continues in his ignorance, then turn away from 
him, so that your ignoring him might avert his evilness. Allah said in other instances, 



(Repel evil with that which is better. We are best -acquainted with the things they utter. And 
say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings (suggestions) of the Shayatin 
(devils). And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me.") 23:96-98 and, 



(The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel (the evil) with one which is better, 
then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a 
close friend. But none is granted it (the above quality) except those who are patient -- and 
none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this world.) 41:34-35 in reference 
to the advice contained in these Ayat, 



(And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you away (from doing good), then seek refuge 
in Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower) 41:36 . Allah said in this honorable 
Suah, 



(And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan, then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is 
All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 7:200 These three instances in the Qur'an, in Surahs Al-A' raf, Al- 
Mu'minun and As-Sajdah, are uinque in the Qur'an. Allah encourages lenient treatment of evil 
doers, for this might deter them from persistence in their evil, Allah willing, 



(then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a 
close friend) 41:34 . Allah also encourages seeking refuge with Him from the devils of the 
Jinns. The devil will not be deterred if one is lenient with him, because he seeks your 
destruction and total demise. The devil to you, mankind, is an open enemy, just as he was 
for your father before you. Ibn Jarir said, while explaining Allah's statement, 



(And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan), "If the devil lures you to get angry, thus 
directing you away from forgiving the ignorant and towards punishing him 



(then seek refuge with Allah.) Allah commands here to seek refuge with Him from the devil's 
whispers, 



(Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) Allah hears the ignorance that the fools subject you to, 
your seeking refuge with Him from the devil's whispers, and the rest of the speech of His 
creation; none of it escapes His knowledge. He knows what drives the lures of the devil away 
from you, as well as, the rest of what His creatures do." We mentioned the Hadiths concerning 
IstTadhah (seeking refuge with Allah) in the beginning of this Tafsir, so we do not need to 
repeat them here. 



(201. Verily, those who have Taqwa, when an evil thought comes to them from Shaytan, they 
remember (Allah), and (indeed) they then see (aright).) (202. But (as for) their brothers (the 
devils' brothers) they (the devils) plunge them deeper into error, and they never stop short.) 



The Whispering of Shaytan and the People of Taqwa 

Allah mentions His servants who have Taqwa, obeying Hisorders, and avoid what He forbade: 



(when comes to them) an evil thought, or anger, or the whispers of Shaytan cross their mind, 
or intend to err, or commit an error, 



(they remember) Allah's punishment, as well as, His tremendous reward. They remember 
Allah's promises and threats, then repent, go back to Him, seek refuge with Him and ask for 
forgiveness before death, 



(and (indeed) they then see (aright)) they become aright and aware of the error of their ways. 

A Brethren of Devils among Mankind lure to Falsehood 

Allah said next, 



(But (as for) their brothers they plunge them deeper) in reference to the devils' brothers among 
mankind. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, the spendthrifts are brothers of the Shayatin) 17:27 for they are followers of the 
Shayatin, who listen to them and obey their orders. 



(They plunge them deeper into error) the devils help them commit sins, making this path easy 
and appealing to them 



(and they never stop short) for the devils never cease inciting mankind to commit errors. 'AN 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(But (as for) their brothers they plunge them deeper into error, and they never stop short.) 
"Neither mankind stop short of the evil that they are doing nor the devils stop short of luring 
them. " Therefore, 



(they never stop short) refers to the devils getting tired or stopping their whispering. Allah said 
in another Ayah, 



(See you not that We have sent Shayatin against the disbelievers to push them to do evil 
19:83 persistently luring the disbelievers to commit evil, according to Ibn ' Abbas and others. 



(203. And if you do not bring them a miracle, they say: "Why have you not brought it" Say: "I 
but follow what is revealed to me from my Lord. This (the Qur'an) is nothing but evidences 
from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy for a people who believe.") 



Idolators ask to witness Miracles 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(they say, "Why have you not brought it") "They say, 'Why have you not received a miracle'", 
or, "Why have you not initiated or made it" Ibn Jarir reported that, 'Abdullah bin Kathir said 
that Mujahid said about Allah's statement, 



(And if you do not bring them a miracle, they say: "Why have you not brought it") "They say, 
' Produce a miracle of your own."' Qatadah, As-Suddi, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and 
Ibn Jarir agreed with this. Allah said next, 



(And if you do not bring them an Ayah) a miracle or a sign. Similarly, Allah said, 



(If We will, We could send down to them from the heaven a sign, to which they would bend 
their necks in humility.) 26:4 The pagans asked the Prophet, why did you not strive hard to 
bring us an Ayah (miracle) from Allah so that we witness it and believe in it. Allah said to him, 



(Say: "I but follow what is revealed to me from my Lord.") I do not ask such things of my Lord. I 
only follow what He reveals and commands me. Therefore, if Allah sends a miracle, I will 
accept it. Qherwise, I will not ask for it unless He allows me. Certainly, Allah is Most Wise, the 
All-Knower. Allah next directs the servants to the fact that this Qur'an is the most powerful 
miracle, clearest evidence and most true proof and explanation, saying, 



(This (the Qur'an) is nothing but evidences from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy for a 
people who believe.) 



(204. So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that you may receive mercy.) 



The Order to listen to the Qur'an 

After Allah mentioned that this Qur'an is a clear evidence, guidance and mercy for mankind, He 
commanded that one listen to the Qur'an when it is recited, in respect and honor of the Qur'an. 
This is to the contrary of the practice of the pagans of Quraysh, who said, 



("Listen not to this Qur'an, and make noise in the midst of its (recitation)") 41:26 . Ibn Jarir 
reported that Ibn Mas' ud said; "We would give Salamsto each other during Salah. So the Ayah 
of Qur'an was revealed; 



(When the Qur'an is recited, then listen to it.) 



(205. And remember your Lord within yourself, humbly and with fear and without loudness in 
words in the mornings and in the afternoons, and be not of those who are neglectful). (206. 
Surely, those who are with your Lord (angels) are never too proud to perform acts of worship to 
Him, but they glorify His praise and prostrate themselves before Him.) 

Remembering Allah in the Mornings and Afternoons 

Allah ordains that He be remembered more often in the mornings and the afternoons. Just as 
He ordered that He be worshipped during these two times when He said, 



(And glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.) 
50:39 Before the night of Isra', when the five daily prayers were ordained, this Ayah was 
revealed in Makkah ordering that Allah be worshipped at these times, Allah said next, 



(humbly and with fear) meaning, remember your Lord in secret, not loudly, with eagerness and 
fear. This is why Allah said next, 



(and without loudness in words). Therefore, it is recommended that remembering Allah in 
Dhikr is not performed in a loud voice. When the Companions asked the Messenger of Allah, "Is 
our Lord close, so that we call Him in secret, or far, so that we raise our voices" Allah sent 
down the verse, 



h(And when My servants ask you concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them 
by My knowledge). I respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without 
any mediator or intercessor).) 2:186 In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Musa Al- 
Asrf ari said, "The people raised their voices with Du' a' (invoking Allah) while travelling. The 
Prophet said to them, 



» 



« 

(0 people! Take it easy on yourselves, for He Whom you are calling is not deaf or absent. 
Verily, He Whom you are calling is the All-Hearer, close (by His knowledge), closer to one of 
you than the neck of his animal.)" These texts encourage the servants to invoke Allah in Dhikr 
often, especially in the mornings and afternoons, so that they are not among those who neglect 
remembering Him. This is why Allah praised the angels who praise Him night and day without 
tiring, 



(Surely, those who are with your Lord (i.e., angels) are never too proud to perform acts of 
worship to Him) Allah reminded the servants of this fact so that they imitate the angels in their 
tireless worship and obedience of Allah. Prostration, here, upon the mention that the angels 
prostrate to Allah is legitimate. AHadith reads; 



» 



« 

(Why not you stand in line (for the prayer) like the angels stand in line before their Lord They 
continue the first then the next lines and they stand close to each other in line. ) This is the 
first place in the Qur'an where it has been legitimized -- according to the agreement of the 
scholars -- for the readers of the Qur'an, and those listening to its recitation, to perform 
prostration. 



The Tafsir of Surat Al-Anfal 

(Chapter - 8) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

There are seventy-five Ayat in this Surah. The word count of this Surah is one thousand, six 
hundred and thirty-one words and its letters number five thousand, two hundred and ninety- 
four. 



In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 



(1. They ask you about Al-Anfal (the spoils of war). Say: "Al-Anfal are for Allah and the 
Messenger." So have Taqwa of Allah and settle all matters of difference among you, and obey 
Allah and His Messenger, if you are believers.) 



Meaning of Anfal 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Al-Anfal are the spoils of war." Al-Bukhari also 
recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "I said to Ibn 'Abbas, 'Surat Al-Anfal' He said, 'It was 
revealed concerning (the battle of) Badr.'" 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported, as Al-Bukhari recorded 
from Ibn ' Abbas without a chain of narration, that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Al-Anfal are the spoils of 
war; they were for the Messenger of Allah , and none had a share in them." Similar was said by 
Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 'Ata', Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, Muqatil bin Hayyan, 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and several others. It was also said that the Nafl (singular for Anfal) 
refers to the portion of the spoils of war that the commander gives to some of the fighters 
after dividing the bulk of the spoils. It was also said that Anfal refers to the Khumus; one-fifth 
of the captured goods after four-fifths are divided between the fighters . It was also said that 
the Anfal refers to the Fay', the possessions taken from the disbelievers without fighting, and 
the animals, servants or whatever other possessions escape from the disbelieversto Muslims. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that ' Ali bin Salih bin Hay said: "It has reached me that, 



(They ask you about Al-Anfal) is about the divisions. This refer to what the Imam gives to some 
squads in addition to what is divided among the rest of the soldiers." 



The Reason behind revealing Ayah 8:1 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa' d bin Malik said, "I said, " Allah's Messenger, Allah has brought 
comfort to me today over the idolators, so grant me this sword.' He said, 



« » 

(This sword is neither yours nor mine; put it down.) So I put it down, but said to myself, 'The 
Prophet might give this sword to another man who did not fight as fiercely as I did.' I heard a 
man calling me from behind and I said, * Has Allah revealed something in my case' The Prophet 
said, 



» 

« 

(You asked me to give you the sword, but it is not for me to decide about. However, it has 
been granted to me (by Allah), and I give it to you.) So Allah sent down this Ayah, 



(They ask you about Al-Anfal. Say: "Al-Anfal are for Allah and the Messenger"). 

Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih". 

Another Reason behind revealing the Ayah 8:1 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said, "I asked ' Ubadah about Al-Anfal and he said, " It 
was revealed about us, those who participated in (the battle of) Badr, when we disputed about 
An-Nafl and our dispute was not appealing. So Allah took Al-Anfal from us and gave it to the 
Messenger of Allah . The Messenger divided it equally among Muslims.'" 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said that * Ubadah bin As-Samit said, "We went with 
the Messenger of Allah to the battle of Badr. When the two armies met, Allah defeated the 
enemy and some of us pursued them inflicting utter defeat and casualties. Another group of us 
came to the battlefield collecting the spoils of war. Another group surrounded the Messenger of 
Allah , so that the enemy could not attack him suddenly. When it was night and the various 
army groups went back to our camp, some of those who collected the spoils said, 'We 
collected it, so none else will have a share in it.' Those who went in pursuit of the enemy said, 
' No, you have no more right to it than us. We kept the enemy away from the war spoils and 



defeated them.' Those who surrounded the Messenger of Allah to protect him said, 'You have 
no more right to it than us, we surrounded the Messenger of Allah for fear that the enemy 
might conduct a surprise attack against him, so we were busy.' The Ayah, 



(They ask you about Al-Anfal (the spoils of war). Say: "Al-Anfal are for Allah and the 
Messenger." 3d fear Allah and settle all matters of difference among you.) was revealed and the 
Messenger of Allah divided the Anfal equally between Muslims.'" 



» 



« 



(And Allah's Messenger would give a fourth for Anfal when there was a surprise attack in the 
land of the enemy, and when there was a confrontation then a third to the people who 
returned). 

The Prophet used to dislike the Anfal and encouraged strong fighters to give some of their 
share to weak Muslim fighters. At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah collected a similar narration for this 
Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan". 

Allah said, 



(So have Taqwaof Allah and settle all matters of difference among you,) 

The Ayah commands, have Taqwa of Allah in all your affairs, settle matters of differences 
between you, do not wrong each other, do not dispute, and do not differ. Certainly, the 
guidance and knowledge that Allah has granted you is better than what you are disputing about 
such as Al-Anfal , 



(and obey Allah and His Messenger,) in the division that the Messenger makes according to 
Allah's order. The Prophet only divided according to what Allah ordained, which is perfectly 
just and fair. Ibn 'Abbas commented on this Ayah, "This is a command from Allah and His 



Messenger to the believers, that they should have Taqwa of Allah and settle all matters of 
differences between them." A similar statement was reported from Mujahid. As-Suddi also 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah and settle all matters of difference among you), meaning "Do not curse 
each other." 



(2. The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and 
when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their 
Lord;) (3. Who perform the Salah and spend out of what We have provided them.) (4. It is they 
who are the believers in truth. For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness 
and a generous provision (Paradise).) 



Qualities of the Faithful and Truthful Believers 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said about the Ayah, 



(The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts) 

"None of Allah's remembrance enters the hearts of the hypocrites upon performing what He has 
ordained. They neither believe in any of Allah's Ayat nor trust (in Allah) nor pray if they are 
alone nor pay the Zakah due on their wealth. Allah stated that they are not believers. He then 
described the believers by saying, 



(The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts) and 
they perform what He has ordained, 



(and when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their faith) and conviction, 



(and they put their trust in their Lord), having hope in none except Him. " Mujahid commented 
on, 



(their hearts Wajilat), "Their hearts become afraid and fearful." Similar was said by As-Suddi 
and several others. The quality of a true believer is that when Allah is mentioned, he feels a 
fear in his heart, and thus implements His orders and abstains from His prohibitions. Allah said 
in a similar Ayah, 



(And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (immoral sin) or wronged themselves 
with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins; -- and none can forgive sins but 
Allah -- and do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know) 3:135 , and, 



(But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained himself from vain desires. 
Verily, Paradise will be his abode.) 79:40-41 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that As-Suddi commented, 



(The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a 

fear in their hearts) 

A man might be thinking of committing injustice or a sin. But he abstains when he is told, 
' Have Taqwa of Allah', and his heart becomes fearful.'" 



Faith increases when the Qur'an is recited 

Allah's statement, 



(And when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their faith;) is similar to His 
statement, 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of them (hypocrites) say: "Which of you has 
had his faith increased by it" As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they 
rejoice) 9:124 . 

Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this Ayah (8:2) and those similar, as evidence that faith 
increases and varies in strength from heart to heart. This is also the view of the majority of the 
scholars of Islam, prompting some scholars, such as Ash-ShafTi, Ahmad bin Hanbal and Abu 
x Ubayd to declare that this is the consensus of the Ummah, as we mentioned in the beginning 
of the explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari. All the thanks and praises are due to Allah. 



The Reality of Tawakkul 

Allah said, 



(And they put their trust in their Lord.) 

Therefore, the believers hope in none except Allah, direct their dedication to Him alone, seek 
refuge with Him alone, invoke Him alone for their various needs and supplicate to Him alone. 
They know that whatever He wills, occurs and that whatever He does not will never occurs, 
that He alone is the One Who has the decision in His kingdom, without partners; none can avert 
the decision of Allah and He is swift in reckoning. Hence the statement of Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
"Tawakkul of Allah is the essence of faith. 

Deeds of Faithful Believers 

Allah said next, 



(Who perform the Salah and spend out of what We have provided them.) 

Allah describes the actions of the believers after He mentioned their faith. The acts mentioned 
here include all types of righteous acts, such as establishing prayer, which is Allah's right. 
Qatadah said, "Establishing the prayer requires preserving its times, making ablution for it, 
bowing down and prostrating." Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "Establishing the prayer means to 
preserve its times, perform perfect purity for it, perform perfect bowings and prostrations, 
recite the Qur'an during it, sitting for Tashahhud and reciting the Salah (invoking Allah's 
blessings) for the benefit of the Prophet." 

Spending from what Allah has granted includes giving the Zakah and the rest of the what is due 
from the servant, either what is obligatory or recommended. All of the servants are Allah's 
dependents, and the most beloved among them to Him are the most beneficial to His creation. 



The Reality of Faith 

Allah's statement, 



(It is they who are the believers in truth.) means, those who have these qualities are the 
believers with true faith. 



The Fruits of Perfect Faith 

Allah said, 



(For them are grades of dignity with their Lord) meaning, they have different grades, ranks and 
status in Paradise, 



(They are in varying grades with Allah, and Allah is All-Seer of what they do.) 3:163 
Next, Allah said, 



(and forgiveness), therefore, Allah will forgive them their sins and reward them for their good 
deeds. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(The residents of ' llliyyin (in Paradise) are seen from those below them, just as you see the 
distant planet in the horizon of the sky.) 

They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! They are the grades of the Prophets that none except them 
would attain." The Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(Rather, by He in Whose Hand is my soul! They are for men who have faith in Allah and 
believed in the Messengers.) 

In a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and the collectors of Sunan, Abu ' Atiyyah said that Ibn 
Abu Sa' id said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Residents of Paradise see the residents of the highest grades just as you see the distant planet 
in the horizon of the sky. Verily, Abu Bakr and ' Umar are among them (in the highest grades), 
and how excellent they are.) 



(5. As your Lord caused you to go out from your home with the truth; and verily, a party among 
the believers disliked it.) (6. Disputing with you concerning the truth after it was made 



manifest, as if they were being driven to death, while they were looking (at it).) (7. And 
(remember) when Allah promised you (Muslims) one of the two parties, that it should be yours; 
you wished that the one not armed should be yours, but Allah willed to justify the truth by His 
Words and to cut off the roots of the disbelievers.) (8. That He might cause the truth to 
triumph and bring falsehood to nothing, even though the criminals hate it.) 



Following the Messenger is Better for the Believers 

Allah said, 



(As your Lord caused you to go out...) After Allah described the believers as fearing their Lord, 
resolving matters of dispute between themselves and obeying Allah and His Messenger , He 
then said here, "since you disputed about dividing war spoils and differed with each other 
about them, Allah took them away from you. He and His Messenger then divided them in truth 
and justice, thus ensuring continued benefit for all of you. Similarly, you disliked meeting the 
armed enemy in battle, who marched in support of their religion and to protect their caravan. 
You disliked fighting, so Allah decided that battle should occur and made you meet your 
enemy, without planning to do so on your part.' This incident carried guidance, light, victory 
and triumph. Allah said; 



(Jihad is ordained for you though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing which is 
good for you, and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know.) 
2:216 

As-Suddi commented, 



(And verily, a party among the believers disliked) to meet the armed idolators. 



(Disputing with you concerning the truth after it was made manifest,) 



Some have commented, "(Allah says:) they ask and argue with you about Al-Anfal just as they 
argued with you when you went out for the battle of Badr, saying, 'You marched with us to 
confiscate the caravan. You did not inform us that there will be fighting and that we should 
prepare for it.'" 



(but Allah willed to justify the truth by His Words) 

Allah says, ' He willed for you to meet the armed enemy rather than the caravan so that He 
makes you prevail above them and gain victory over them, making His religion apparent and 
Islam victorious and dominant above all religions. He has perfect knowledge of the 
consequences of all things, you are surrounded by His wise planning, although people only like 
what appears favorable to them,' 



(Jihad (fighting in Allah's cause) is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may 
be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you) 
2:216 . 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, "When the Messenger of Allah 
heard that Abu Sufyan had left the Sham area (headed towards Makkah with Quraysh's 
caravan), he encouraged the Muslimsto march forth to intercept them, saying, 



» 



« 



(This is the caravan of Quraysh carrying their property, so march forth to intercept it, Allah 
might make it as war spoils for you.) 

The people started mobilizing Muslims, although some of them did not mobilize, thinking that 
the Prophet would not have to fight. Abu Sufyan was cautiously gathering information on the 
latest news spying on travelers he met, out of fear for the caravan, especially upon entering 
the area of Hijaz (Western Arabia). Some travelers told him that Muhammad had mobilized his 
companions for his caravan. He was anxious and hired Damdam bin ' Amr Al-Ghifari to go to 
Makkah and mobilize the Quraysh to protect their caravan, informing them that Muhammad had 
mobilized his Companions to intercept the caravan. Damdam bin 'Amr went in a hurry to 
Makkah. Meanwhile, the Messenger of Allah marched with his companions until he reached a 
valley called Dhafiran. When he left the valley, he camped and was informed that the Quraysh 



had marched to protect their caravan. The Messenger of Allah consulted the people for advice 
and conveyed the news about Quraysh to them. Abu Bakr stood up and said something good, 
and so did x Umar. Al-Miqdad bin ' Amr stood up and said, ' O Allah's Messenger! March to what 
Allah has commanded you, for we are with you. By Allah! We will not say to you what the 
Children of Israel said to Musa, 



("So go you and your Lord and fight you two, we are sitting right here") 5:24 . Rather, go you 
and Your Lord and fight, we will be fighting along with you both. By He Who has sent you with 
Truth! If you decide to take us to Birk-ul-Ghimad, we will fight along with you until you reach 
it.' The Messenger of Allah said good words to Al-Miqdad and invoked Allah for his benefit. The 
Messenger of Allah again said, 



« » 



(Give me your opinion, people! wanting to hear from the Ansar. This is because the majority 
of the people with him then were the Ansar. When the Ansar gave the Prophet their pledge of 
obedience at AI-'Aqabah, they proclaimed, '0 Allah's Messenger! We are not bound by this 
pledge unless, and until, you arrive in our land. When you have arrived in our area, you are 
under our protection, and we shall protect you in the same manner we protect our children and 
wives.' The Messenger of Allah feared that the Ansar might think that they are not obliged to 
support him except from his enemies who attack Al-Madinah, not to march with him to an 
enemy in other areas. When the Prophet said this, Sa'd bin Mu' adh asked him, 'O Allah's 
Messenger! Is it us whom you meant' The Prophet answered in the positive. Sa' d said, 'We 
have faith and believed in you, testified that what you brought is the truth, and gave you our 
pledges and promises of allegiance and obedience. Therefore, march, Allah's Messenger, for 
what Allah has commanded you. Verily, by He Who has sent you in Truth, if you decided to 
cross this sea (the Red Sea), we will follow you in it, and none among us would stay behind. We 
do not dislike that we meet our enemy tomorrow. Verily, we are patient in war, fierce in 
battle. May Allah make you witness what makes your eyes pleased with us. Therefore, march 
with us with the blessing of Allah.' The Messenger of Allah was pleased with what Sa' d said and 
was encouraged by it. He proclaimed, 



» 



« 



(March with the blessing of Allah and receive the good news. For Allah has indeed promised me 
one of the two camps (confiscating the caravan or defeating the Quraysh army). By Allah! It is 
as if I am now looking at the demise of the people (the Quraysh).)" 



AI-"Awfi reported similar from Ibn 'Abbas. As-Suddi, Qatadah, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam; and several others among the Salaf and later generations mentioned similarly, We have 
just summarized the story as Muhammad bin Ishaq briefed it. 



(9. (Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He answered you (saying): "I will help 
you with a thousand of the angels Murdifin.") (10. Allah made it only as glad tidings, and that 
your hearts be at rest therewith. And there is no victory except from Allah. Verily, Allah is 
Almighty, All-Wise.) 

Muslims invoke Allah for Help, Allah sends the Angels to help Them 

Al-Bukhari wrote in the book of battles (in his Sahih) under "Chapter; Allah's statement, 



((Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He answered you) until, 



(then verily, Allah is severe in punishment)" that Ibn Mas' ud said, "I was a witness to something 
that Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad did, that I would like more than almost anything else to have been 
the one who did it. Al-Miqdad came to the Prophet while he was invoking Allah against the 
idolators and proclaimed, 'We will not say as the people of Musa said, "So go you and your Lord 
and fight you two." 

Rather, we will fight to your right, to your left, before you and behind you.' I saw the Prophet's 
face beaming with pleasure because of what Al-Miqdad said to him." Al-Bukhari next narrated 
from Ibn ' Abbas that on the day of Badr, the Prophet said, 



» 
« 



(0 Allah! I invoke You for Your covenant and promise (victory). Allah! If You decide so (cause 
our defeat), You will not be worshipped.) 

Abu Bakr held the Prophet's hand and said, "Enough." The Prophet went out proclaiming, 



« » 

(Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their backs.) 
An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(with a thousand of the angels Murdifin) means, they follow each other in succession, according 
to Harun bin Hubayrah who narrated this from Ibn ' Abbas about, 



(Murdifin), meaning each behind the other in succession. Al i bin Abi Talhah Al-Walibi reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah supported His Prophet and the believers with a thousand angels, 
five hundred under the leadership of Jibril on one side and five hundred under the leadership 
of Mika'il on another side." Imams Abu Ja' far bin Jarir At-Tabari and Muslim recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said that " Umar said, "While a Muslim man was pursuing an idolator (during the battle 
of Badr), he heard the sound of a whip above him and a rider saying, ' Come, Hayzurm!' Then 
he looked at the idolator, who fell to the ground. When he investigated, he found that the 
idolator's nose had wound and his face torn apart , j ust as if he received a st rike from a whip on 
it, and the entire face had turned green. The Ansari man came to the Messenger of Allah and 
told him what had happened and the Messenger replied, 



« » 

(You have said the truth, that was from the reinforcements from the third heaven.) 

The Muslims killed seventy (pagans) in that battle and captured another seventy. 

Al-Bukhari also wrote a chapter in his Sahih about the participation of the angels in Badr. He 
collected a Hadith from Rifa' h bin Rafi ' Az-Zuraqi, who participated in Badr, Jibril came to the 
Prophet and asked him, "How honored are those who participated in Badr among you" The 
Prophet said, 



« » 



(Among the best Muslims.) Jibril said, "This is the case with the angels who participated in 
Badr." Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith. At-Tabarani also collected it in Al-Mif jam Al-Kabir, but 
from RafT bin Khadij, which is an apparent mistake. The correct narration is from Rifa' h, as 
Al-Bukhari recorded it. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said to 
" Umar, when " Umar suggested that the Prophet have Hatib bin Abi Balta' ah executed, 



» 



« 

(He Hatib participated in Badr. How do you know that Allah has not looked at the people of 
Badr and proclaimed, ' Do whatever you want, for I have forgiven you.') 

Allah said next, 



(Allah made it only as glad tidings. ..) 

Allah made sending down the angels and informing you of this fact as glad tidings, 



(and that your hearts be at rest therewith.) 

Surely, Allah is able to give you (0 Muslims) victory over your enemies, and victory only comes 
from Him, without need to send the angels, 



(And there is no victory except from Allah.) 
Allah said in another Ayah, 



(So, when you meet (in fight in Allah's cause) those who disbelieve, smite (their) necks till 
when you have killed and wounded many of them, then bind a bond firmly (on them, take them 
as captives). Thereafter (is the time) either for generosity (free them without ransom), or 
ransom (according to what benefits Islam), until war lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had 
been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have punished them (without you). But (He lets 
you fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those who are killed in the way of 
Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set right their state. And 
admit them to Paradise which He has made known to them.) 47:4-6 

and, 



(And so are the days (good and not so good), that We give to men by turns, that Allah may test 
those who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you. And Allah likes not the 
wrongdoers. And that Allah may test (or purify) the believers (from sins) and destroy the 
disbelievers.) 3:140-141 

These are points of wisdom for which Allah has legislated performing Jihad, by the hands of the 
believers against the disbelievers. Allah used to destroy the previous nations that denied the 
Prophets, using various disasters that encompassed these rebellious nations. For instance, Allah 
destroyed the people of Nuh with the flood, 'Ad with the wind, Thamud with the scream, the 
people of Lut with an earthquake and the people of Shu' ayb by the Day of the Shadow. After 
Allah sent Musa and destroyed his enemy Fir' awn and his soldiers by drowning, He sent down 
the Tawrah to him in which He legislated fighting against the disbelievers, and this legislation 
remained in the successive Laws. Allah said, 



(And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture as 
an enlightenment. ) 28:43 

It is more humiliating for the disbeliever and more comforting to the hearts of the faithful that 
the believers kill the disbelievers by their own hands. Allah said to the believers of this 
Ummah, 



(Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them, and give 
you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people.) 9:14 

This is why killing the disbelievers of Quraysh by the hand of their enemies, whom they used to 
despise, was more humiliating to the disbelievers and comforting to the hearts of the party of 
faith. Abu Jahl, for instance, was killed in battle and this was more humiliating for him than 
dying in his bed, or from lightening, wind, or similar afflictions. Also, Abu Lahab died from a 
terrible disease that caused him to stink and none of his relatives could bear approaching 
him. They had to wash him with water by sprinkling it from a distance, then threw stones over 
his corpse, until it was buried under them! Allah said next, 



(Verily, Allah is All-Mighty,), the might is His, His Messengers and the believers, both in this life 
and the Hereafter. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe, in this world's life and 
on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth (Day of Resurrection). ) 40:51 

Allah said next, 



(All-Wise.), in that He legislated fighting the disbeliever, even though He is able to destroy 
them and bring their demise by Hiswill and power, all praise and honor isdue to Him. 



(11. (Remember) when He covered you with a slumber as a security from Him, and He caused 
water (rain) to descend on you from the sky, to clean you thereby and to remove from you the 
Rijz (whispering or dirt) of Shaytan, and to strengthen your hearts, and make your feet firm 
thereby.) (12. (Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, "Verily, I am with you, so 
keep firm those who have believed. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have 
disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their fingers and toes.") (13. This 
is because they defied and disobeyed Allah and His Messenger. And whoever defies and 
disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, Allah is severe in punishment. ) (14. This is (the 
torment), so taste it; and surely, for the disbelievers isthe torment of the Fire.) 



Slumber overcomes Muslims 

Allah remindsthe believers of the slumber that He sent down on them as security from the fear 
they suffered from, because of the multitude of their enemy and the sparsenessof their forces. 
They were given the same favor during the battle of Uhud, which Allah described, 



(Then after the distress, He sent down security for you. 9umber overtook a party of you, while 
another party wasthinking about themselves. ) 3:154 

Abu Talhah said, "I was among those who were overcome by slumber during (the battle of) 
Uhud. The sword fell from my hand several times, and I kept picking it up again, several times. 
I also saw the Companions' heads nodding while in the rear guard." Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la narrated 
that 'AM said, "Only Al-Miqdad had a horse during Badr, and at some point, I found that all of 
us fell asleep, except the Messenger of Allah . He was praying under a tree and crying until 
dawn." 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Slumber during battle is security from Allah, but during 
prayer, it is from Shaytan." Qatadah said, "Sumber affects the head, while sleep affects the 
heart." 

9umber overcame the believers on the day of Uhud, and this incident is very well-known. As 
for this Ayah (8:11), it is describing the battle of Badr, indicating that slumber also overcame 
the believers during Badr. Therefore, it appearsthat thiswill occur for the believers, whenever 
they are in distress, so that their hearts feel safe and sure of Allah's aid, rewards, favor and 
mercy from Allah with them. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along with every hardship is relief.) 94:5-6 

In the Sahih, it is recorded that on the day of Badr, while he was in the bunker with Abu Bakr, 
the Messenger and Abu Bakr were invoking Allah. Suddenly, slumber overcame the Messenger 
and he woke up smiling and declared, 



« » 

("Good news, O Abu Bakr! This is Jibril with dust on his shoulders." 
He left the shade while reciting Allah's statement, 



(Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their backs.) 54:45 



Rain falls on the Eve of Badr 



Allah said next, 



(and He caused rain to descend on you from the sky.) 

A.I i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When the Prophet arrived at Badr, he made 
camp. At the time, there was a sandy piece of land between the idolators and the water (the 
wells at Badr). Muslims felt weak and the Shaytan cast frustration into their hearts. He 
whispered to them, x You claim that you are Allah's supporters and that His Messenger is among 
you! However, the idolators have taken over the water resource from you, while you pray 
needing purity.' Allah sent down heavy rain, allowing the Muslims to drink and use it for purity. 
Allah also removed Shaytan's whisper and made the sand firm when rain fell on it, and the 
Muslims walked on the sand along with their animals, until they reached the enemy. Allah 
supported His Prophet and the believers with a thousand angels on one side, five hundred 
under the command of Jibril and another five hundred under the command of Mika'il on 
another side." 

An even a better narration is that collected by Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, author of 
Al-Maghazi, may Allah have mercy upon him. Ibn Ishaq narrated that, Yazid bin Ruwman 
narrated to him that, x Urwah bin Az-Zubayr said, "Allah sent rain down from the sky on a sandy 
valley. That rain made the area where the Messenger of Allah and his Companions camped 
firmer so that it did not hinder their movement. Meanwhile, the part that the Quraysh were 
camping on became difficult to move in." Mujahid said, "Allah sent down the rain on the 
believers before slumber overtook them, and the rain settled the dust, made the ground 
firmer, made them feel at ease and their feet firmer." Allah said next, 



(to clean you thereby) using it after answering the call of nature or needing to wash oneself, 
and this involves cleansing what isontheout side, 



(and to remove from you the Rijz of Shaytan,) such as his whispers and evil thoughts, this 
involves sinner purification, whereas Allah's statement about the residents of Paradise, 



(Their garments will be of fine green silk, and gold embroidery. They will be adorned with 
bracelets of silver) 76:21 involves outer appearance, 



(and their Lord will give them a pure drink.) 76:21 that purifies the anger, envy and hatred 
that they might have felt. This isthe inner purity. Next, Allah said, 



(and to strengthen your hearts, ) with patience and to encourage you to fight the enemies, and 
this is inner courage, 



(and make your feet firm thereby), this involves outer courage. Allah know best. 

Allah commands the Angels to fight and support the Believers 

Allah said next, 



((Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, "Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those 
who have believed.") 

This is a hidden favor that Allah has made known to the believers, so that they thank Him and 
are grateful to Him for it. Allah, glorified, exalted, blessed and praised be He, has revealed to 
the angels-- whom He sent to support His Prophet, religion and believing group -- to make the 
believers firmer. Allah's statement, 



(I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have disbelieved.) means, 'you -- angels -- 
support the believers, strengthen their (battle) front against their enemies, thus, implementing 
My command to you. I will cast fear, disgrace and humiliation over those who defied My 
command and denied My Messenger, f 



(so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their fingers and toes.) strike them on their 
foreheads to tear them apart and over the necks to cut them off, and cut off their limbs, hands 
and feet. It was said that, 



(over the necks) refers to striking the forehead, or the neck, according to Ad-Dahhak and 
' Atiyyah AI-* Awfi. In support of the latter, Allah commanded the believers, 



(So, when you meet (in fight Jihad in Allah's cause) those who disbelieve, smite (their) necks 
till when you have killed and wounded many of them, then bind a bond firmly (on them, take 
them as captives).) 47:4 

Ar-Rabr bin Anas said, "In the aftermath of Badr, the people used to recognize whomever the 
angels killed from those whom they killed, by the wounds over their necks, fingers and toes, 
because those parts had a mark as if they were branded by fire." Allah said, 



(and smite over all their fingers and toes.) 

Ibn Jarir commented that this Ayah commands, "0 believers! 9rike every limb and finger on 
the hands and feet of your (disbelieving) enemies." AI-'Awfi reported, that Ibn 'Abbas said 
about the battle of Badr that Abu Jahl said, "Do not kill them (the Muslims), but capture them 
so that you make known to them what they did, their ridiculing your religion and shunning Al- 
Lat and Al-' Uzza (two idols)." Allah than sent down to the angels, 



(Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have believed. I will cast terror into the hearts 
of those who have disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their fingers 
and toes.) 

In that battle, Abu Jahl (may Allah curse him) was killed along with sixty-nine men. * Uqbah bin 
Abu Mua' it was captured and then killed, thus bring the death toll of the pagans to seventy, 



(This is because they defied and disobeyed Allah and His Messenger.) joining the camp that 
defied Allah and His Messenger not including themselves in the camp of Allah's Law and faith in 
Him. Allah said, 



(And whoever defies and disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, Allah is severe in 
punishment.) for He will crush whoever defies and disobeys Him. Nothing ever escapes Allah's 
grasp nor can anything ever stand against His anger. Blessed and exalted He is, there is no true 
deity or Lord except Him. 



(This is (the torment), so taste it; and surely, for the disbelievers isthe torment of the Fire.) 

This Ayah addresses the disbeliever, saying, taste this torment and punishment in this life and 
know that the torment of the Fire in the Hereafter is for the disbelievers. 



(15. you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve, in a battlefield, never turn your 
backs to them.) (16. And whoever turns his back to them on such a day -- unless it be a 
stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of his own) -- he indeed has drawn upon himself 
wrath from Allah. And his abode is Hell, and worst indeed isthat destination!) 



Fleeing from Battle is prohibited, and its Punishment 

Allah said, while warning against fleeing from the battlefield and threatening those who do it 
with the Fire, 



(0 you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve, in a battlefield,) when you get near 
the enemy and march towards them, 



(never turn your backs to them.) do not run away from battle and leave your fellow Muslims 
behind, 



(And whoever turns his back to them on such a day -- unless it be a stratagem of war...) 

The Ayah says, whoever flees from the enemy by way of planning to pretend that he is afraid of 
the enemy, so that they follow him and he takes the chance and returns to kill the enemy, 
then there is no sin on him. This isthe explanation of Sa' id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi. Ad-Dahhak 
also commented, "Whoever went ahead of his fellow Muslims to investigate the strength of the 
enemy and make use of it, 



(or to retreat to a troop (of his own)), meaning he leaves from here to another troop of Muslims 
to assist them or be assisted by them. 3d that is allowed for him, or even during the battle if 
he flees from his brigade to the commander. Or going to the grand Imam, would also fall under 
this permission." 

" Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said about Abu ' Ubayd when he was 
fighting on the bridge in the land of the Persians, because of the many Zoroastrian soldiers, "If 
he retreated to me then I would be as a troop for him." 

This is how it was reported by Muhammad bin Srin from " Umar. In the report of Abu " Uthman 
An-Nahdi from ' Umar, he said: When Abu ' Ubayd was fighting, * Umar said, "0 people! We are 
your troop." Mujahid said that x Umar said, "We are the troop of every Muslim." Abdul-Malik bin 
" Umayr reported from " Umar, "0 people! Don't be confused over this Ayah, it was only about 
the day of Badr, and we are a troop for every Muslim." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that NafT 
questioned Ibn ' Umar, "We are people who are not stationary when fighting our enemy, and we 
may not know where our troop is, be it that of our Imam or our army." 



So he replied, "The troop is Allah's Messenger ." I said but Allah said, 



(when you meet those who disbelieve in the battlefield) to the end of the Ayah . 3d he said; 
"This Ayah was about Badr, not before it nor after it." 

Ad-Dahhak commented that Allah's statement, 



(or to retreat to a troop), refers to "Those who retreat to the Messenger of Allah and his 
Companions (when the Messenger was alive), and those who retreat in the present time to his 
commander or companions." However, if one flees for any other reason than those mentioned 
here, then it is prohibited and considered a major sin. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



("Shun the seven great destructive sins.") 

The people inquired, "0 Allah's Messenger! What are they" He said, 



» 



« 

((They are:) Joining others in worship with Allah, magic taking life which Allah has forbidden, 
except for a just cause (according to Islamic law), consuming Riba, consuming an orphan's 
wealth, fleeing the battlefield at the time of fighting, and false accusation to chaste women, 
who never even think of anything touching chastity and are good believers.) 

This is why Allah said here, 



(he indeed has drawn upon himself...), and returned with, 



(wrath from Allah. And his abode...), destination, and dwelling place on the Day of Return, 



(is Hell, and worst indeed is that destination!) 



(17. You killed them not, but Allah killed them. And you threw not when you did throw, but 
Allah threw, that He might test the believers by a fair trial from Him. Verily, Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Knower). (18. This (is the fact) and surely Allah weakens the deceitful plots of the 
disbelievers.) 

Allah's Signs displayed during Badr, And throwing Sand in the Eyes 

of the Disbelievers 

Allah states that He creates the actions that the servants perform and that whatever good 
actions they take, it is He Who should be praised for them, for He directed and helped them 
perform these actions. Allah said, 



(You killed them not, but Allah killed them.) meaning, it is not because of your power and 
strength that you killed the pagans, who were many while you were few. Rather, it is He Who 
gave you victory over them, just as He said in another Ayah, 



(And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr, when you were a weak little force.) 
3:123 , and, 



(Truly, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields, and on the day of Hunayn when you 
rejoiced at your great number, but it availed you naught and the earth, vast as it is, was 
straitened for you, then you turned back in flight.) 9:25 

Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, states that victory does not depend on numbers or collecting 
weapons and shields. Rather, victory is from Him, Exalted He is. 



(How often has a small group overcome a mighty host by Allah's leave" And Allah is with the 
patient.) 2:249 

Allah then mentioned the handful of sand that His Prophet threw at the disbelievers during the 
day of Badr, when he went out of his bunker. While in the bunker, the Prophet invoked Allah 
humbly and expressing his neediness before Allah. He then threw a handful of sand at the 
disbelievers and said, 



« » 

(Humiliated be their faces.) He then commanded his Companions to start fighting with sincerity 
and they did. Allah made this handful of sand enter the eyes of the idolators, each one of them 
were struck by some of it and it distracted them making each of them busy. Allah said, 



(And you threw not when you did throw, but Allah threw.) 

Therefore, it is Allah Who made the sand reach their eyes and busied them with it, not you (0 
Muhammad) . 



Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Muhammad bin Ja'far bin Az-Zubayr narrated to him that 
x Urwah bin Az-Zubayr said about Allah's statement, 



(that He might test the believers by a fair trial from Him. ) "So that the believers know Allah's 
favor for them by giving them victory over their enemy, even though their enemy was 
numerous, while they were few. They should thus know His right and express gratitude for His 
favor on them." Similar was said by Ibn Jarir. It is stated in a Hadith, 



« » 



(Every trail (from Allah) is a favor for us.) 
Allah said next, 



(Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 

Allah hearsthe supplication and knowsthose who deserve help and triumph. Allah said, 



(This (is the fact) and surely Allah weakens the deceitful plots of the disbelievers.) This is more 
good news, aside from the victory that the believers gained. Allah informed them that He will 
weaken the plots of the disbelievers in the future, degrade them and make everything they 
have perish and be destroyed, all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 



(19. (O disbelievers) if you ask for a judgement, now has the judgement come unto you; and if 
you cease (to do wrong), it will be better for you, and if you return (to the attack), so shall We 
return, and your forces will be of no avail to you, however numerous they be; and verily, Allah 
iswith the believers.) 



The Response to the Disbelievers Who ask for a Judgement 

Allah says to the disbeliever, 



(If you ask for a judgement), you invoked Allah for victory, judgement and a decision between 
you and your believing nemesis, and you got what you asked for. Muhammad bin Ishaq and 
several others reported from Az-Zuhri from 'Abdullah bin Tha' labah bin ST ayr who said that 
Abu Jahl said on the day of Badr, "0 Allah! Whichever of the two camps (pagans and Muslims) 
severed the relation of the womb and brought us what is not familiar, then destroy him this 
day." This Ayah was later on revealed, 



(If you ask for a judgement, then now has the judgement come unto you,) until the end of the 
Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Tha' labah said, "Abu Jahl asked for (Allah's 
judgment) when he said upon facing the Muslims, '0 Allah! Those among us who severed the 
relations of the womb and brought forth what we do not recognize, then destroy him this day."' 
This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in the Book of Tafsir (of his Sunan) and Al-Hakim in his 
Mustadrak, and he said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs, and they did 
not record it. ". Similar statements were reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, Yazid bin Ruwman and several others. As-Suddi commented, "Before the idolators left 
Makkah for Badr, they clung to the curtains covering the Ka' bah and supplicated to Allah for 
victory, ' Allah! Give victory to the exalted among the two armies, the most honored among 
the two groups, and the most righteous among the two tribes.' Allah revealed the Ayah, F 



(If you ask for a judgement, then now has the judgement come unto you.) Allah says here, " I 
accepted your supplication and Muhammad gained the victory.'" 

' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said; "This is Allah the Most High's answer to their 
supplication; 



(And (remember) when they said: "0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from you..)" 8:32 
Allah said next, 



(and if you cease...) from your disbelief and rejection of Allah and His Messenger 



(it will be better for you), in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said, 



(and if you return, so shall We return...) This is similar to another Ayah, 



(but if you return (to sins), We shall return (to Our punishment).) 17:8 meaning, 'if you 
persist in your disbelief and misguidance, We shall repeat the defeat that you suffered,' 



(and your forces will be of no avail to you, however numerousthey be...) for even if you gather 
whatever forces you can, then know that those whom Allah is with cannot be defeated, 



(and verily, Allah is with the believers.) in reference to the Prophet's group, the side of the 
chosen Messenger . 



(20. you who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger, and turn not away from him while you 
are hearing. ) (21. And be not like those who say: "We have heard," but they hear not.) (22. 
Verily, the worst of living creatures with Allah are the deaf and the dumb (the disbelievers), 
who understand not.) (23. Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made 
them listen; and even if He had made them listen, they would but have turned away with 
aversion.) 



The Command to obey Allah and His Messenger 

Allah commands His believing servants to obey Him and His Messenger and warns them against 
defying him and imitating the disbelievers who reject him. Allah said, 



(and turn not away from him...), neither refrain from obeying him or following his commands 
nor indulge in what he forbade, 



(while you are hearing.) after you gained knowledge of his Message, 



(And be not like those who say: "We have heard," but they hear not.) 

Ibn Ishaq said that this Ayah refers to the hypocrites, who pretend to hear and obey, while in 
fact they do neither. Allah declares that these are the most wicked creatures among the 
Children of Adam, 



(Verily, the worst of living creatures with Allah are the deaf) who do not hear the truth, 



(and the dumb) who cannot comprehend it, 



(who understand not. ) These indeed are the most wicked creatures, for every creature except 
them abide by the way that Allah created in them. These people were created to worship 
Allah, but instead disbelieved. This is why Allah equated them to animals, when He said, 



(And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of him who shouts to those that hear 
nothing but calls and cries.) 2:171 , and, 



(They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! They are the heedless ones.) 7:179 

It was also said that the Ayah (8:22) refers to some of the pagans of Quraysh from the tribe of 
Bani ' Abd Ad-Dar, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir. Muhammad bin Ishaq said 
that this Ayah refers to hypocrites, as we stated. There is no contradiction here, because both 
disbelievers and hypocrites are devoid of sound comprehension, in addition to having lost the 
intention to do good. Allah states here that such are those who neither have sound 
understanding nor good intentions, even if they have some type of reason, 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen.) 

He would have helped them understand. However, this did not happen because there is no 
goodness in such people, for Allah knowsthat, 



(even if He had made them listen...) and allowed them to understand, 



(they would but have turned...), intentionally and out of stubbornness, even after they 
comprehend, 



(with aversion.), to the truth. 



(24. you who believe! Answer Allah and (His) Messenger when he (the Messenger) calls you to 
that which will give you life, and know that Allah comes between a person and his heart. And 
verily to Him you shall (all) be gathered.) 

The Command to answer and obey Allah and His Messenger 

Al-Bukhari said, 



"(Answer), obey, 



(that which will give you life) that which will make your affairs good." Al-Bukhari went on to 
narrate that Abu Sa' id bin Al-Mu' alia said, "I was praying when the Prophet passed by and 
called me, but I did not answer him until I finished the prayer. He said, 



: » 

(What prevented you from answering me Has not Allah said: 



(Oyou who believe! Answer Allah and (His) Messenger when he calls you to that which will give 
you life)' He then said: 



» 
« 



(I will teach you the greatest Suah in the Qur'an before I leave.) When he was about to leave, I 
mentioned what he said to me. He said, 



(All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of all that exists. ..) 1:1-6 



« » 

(Surely, it is the seven oft-repeated verses.)'" Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad 
bin Ja' far bin Az-Zubayr said that * Urwah bin Az-Zubayr explained this Ayah, 



(Oyou who believe! Answer Allah and (His) Messenger when he calls you to that which will give 
you life,) "Answer when called to war (Jihad) with which Allah gives you might after meekness, 
and strength after weakness, and shields you from the enemy who oppressed you." 

Allah comes in between a Person and His Heart 

Allah said, 



(and know that Allah comes in between a person and his heart. 



Ibn " Abbas commented, "Allah prevents the believer from disbelief and the disbeliever from 
faith." Al-Hakim recorded this in his Mustadrak and said, "It is Sahih and they did not record it." 
. Similar was said by Mujahid, Sa* id, Mkrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Salih ' Atiyyah, Muqatil bin 
Hayyan and As-Suddi. In another report from Mujahid, he commented; 



(...comes in between a person and his heart.) "Leaves him without comprehension," As-Suddi 
said, "Prevents one self from his own heart, so he will neither believe nor disbelieve except by 
His leave." There are several Hadithsthat conform with the meaning of this Ayah. For instance, 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "The Prophet used to often say these words, 



« » 

(0 You Who changes the hearts, make my heart firm on Your religion.) We said, '0 Allah's 
Messenger! We believed in you and in what you brought us. Are you afraid for us' He said, 



» 



« 



(Yes, for the hearts are between two of Allah's Fingers, He changes them (as He wills).)" 

This is the same narration recorded by At-Tirmidhi in the Book of Qadar in his Jami' Sunan , 
and he said, "Hasan." Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nawwas bin Sam' an Al-Kilabi said that he 
heard the Prophet saying, 



» 



« 



(Every heart is between two of the Fingers of the Most Beneficent (Allah), Lord of all that 
exists, if He wills, He makes it straight, and if He wills, He makes it stray.) 

And he said: 



« » 



(0 You Who changes the hearts! keep my heart firm on Your religion) And he would say; 

« » 

(The Balance is in the Hand of Ar-Rahman, He raises and lowers it.) 
This was also recorded by An-Nasai and Ibn Majah. 



(25. And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular (only) those of you 
who do wrong, and know that Allah is severe in punishment.) 



Warning against an encompassing Fitnah 

Allah warns His believing servants of a Fitnah, trial and test, that encompasses the wicked and 
those around them. Therefore, such Fitnah will not be restricted to the sinners and evildoers. 
Rather, it will reach the others if the sins are not stopped and prevented. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Mutarrif said, "We asked Az-Zubayr, ' Abu 'Abdullah! What brought you here 
(for the battle of Al-Jamal) You abandoned the Khalifah who was assassinated f Uthman, may 
Allah be pleased with him) and then came asking for revenge for his blood' He said, 'We 
recited at the time of the Messenger of Allah , and Abu Bakr, ' Umar and " Uthman, 



(And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular (only) those of you who 
do wrong,) We did not think that this Ayah was about us too, until it reached us as it did.'" ' Ali 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular (only) those of you who 
do wrong,) refers to the Companions of the Prophet in particular. In another narration from Ibn 
'Abbas, he said, "Allah commanded the believers to stop evil from flourishing among them, so 



that Allah does not encompass them all in the torment (Fitnah). " This, indeed, is a very good 
explanation, prompting Mujahid to comment about Allah's statement, 



(And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular (only) those of you who 
do wrong,) 

"Is for you too!" Several said similarly, such as Ad-Dahhak and Yazid bin Abi Habib and several 
others. Ibn Mas' ud said, "There is none among you but there is something that represents a 
Fitnah for him, for Allah said, 



(Your wealth and your children are only a trial (Fitnah)...) 64:15 . Therefore, when you seek 
refuge, seek it with Allah from the Fitnah that causes misguidance." Ibn Jarir collected this 
Hadith. The view that the warning in this Ayah addresses the Companions and all others is true, 
even though the speech in the Ayah was directed at the Companions. There are Hadiths that 
warn against Fitnah in general, thus providing the correctness of this explanation. Similarly 
there will be a separate book in which this subject will be discussed, Allah willing, as also is 
the case with the Imams, there being a number of writings about this. Of the most precise 
things that have been mentioned under this topic, is what was recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah will 
send a punishment upon you from Him; you will supplicate then to Him, but He will not answer 
your supplication.) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ar-Riqad said, "I heard Hudhayfah saying, 'A person used to 
utter one word during the time of the Messenger of Allah and become a hypocrite on account 
of it. I now hear such words from one of you four times in the same sitting. Surely, you will 
enjoin good, forbid evil and encourage each other to do good or Allah will surround you all with 
torment, or make the wicked among you become your leaders. The righteous among you will 
then supplicate, but their supplication will not be accepted."' slmam Ahmad recorded that An- 
Nu man bin Bashir said that the Prophet gave a speech in which he said, while pointing to his 
ears with two of hisfingers, 



» 



« 



(The parable of the person abiding by Allah's order and restrictions in comparison to those who 
violate them, or sit idle while they are being violated, is that of those who drew lots for their 
seats in a boat. Some of them got seats in the lower part, which is the most rough and worst 
part, and the others in the upper. When the former needed water, they had to go up to bring 
water and that troubled the others, so they said, ' Let us make a hole in our share of the ship 
and get water, saving those who are above us from troubling them, so, if the people in the 
upper part let the others do what they suggested, all the people of the ship would be 
destroyed, but if they prevented them, both parties would be safe.) 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, but not Muslim, in the Book of Partnerships and the Book of 
Witnesses. It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi through a different route of narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah, the Prophet's wife, said, "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah saying, 



» 



« 



(If sins become apparent in my Ummah, Allah will surround them with punishment from Him.) I 
said, ' O Allah's Messenger! Will they have righteous people among them then' He said, 



« » 



(Yes.) I asked, ' What will happen to them' He said, 

» 

« 

(They will be striken asthe people, but they will end up with Allah's forgiveness and pleasure.)" 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Every people among whom sins are being committed, while they are mightier and more 
numerous than those who do wrong, yet they did nothing to stop them, then Allah will surround 
them all with punishment.) 

Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. 



(26. And remember when you were few and were reckoned weak in the land, and were afraid 
that men might kidnap you, but He provided a safe place for you, strengthened you with His 
help, and provided you with good things (for livelihood) so that you might be grateful.) 

Reminding Muslims of Their previous State of Weakness and 
Subjugation which changed into Might and Triumph 

Allah, the Exalted, reminds His believing servants of His blessings and favors on them. They 
were few and He made them many, weak and fearful and He provided them with strength and 
victory. They were meek and poor, and He granted them sustenance and livelihood. He ordered 
them to be grateful to Him, and they obeyed Him and implemented what He commanded. 

When the believers were still in Makkah they were few, practicing their religion in secret, 
oppressed, fearing that pagans, fire worshippers or Romans might kidnap them from the various 



parts of Allah's earth, for they were all enemies of the Muslims, especially since Muslims were 
few and weak. Later on, Allah permitted the believers to migrate to Al-Madinah, where He 
allowed them to settle in a safe resort. Allah made the people of Al-Madinah their allies, giving 
them refuge and support during Badr and other battles. They helped the Migrants with their 
wealth and gave up their lives in obedience of Allah and His Messenger . Qatadah bin DP amah 
As-Sadusi commented, 



(And remember when you were few and were reckoned weak in the land,) 

"Arabs were the weakest of the weak, had the toughest life, the emptiest stomachs, the barest 
skin and the most obvious misguidance. Those who lived among them lived in misery; those 
who died went to the Fire. They were being eaten up, but unable to eat up others! By Allah! 
We do not know of a people on the face of the earth at that time who had a worse life than 
them. When Allah brought Islam, He made it dominant on the earth, thus bringing provisions 
and leadership for them over the necks of people. It is through Islam that Allah granted all 
what you see, so thank Him for His favors, for your Lord is One Who bestows favors and likes 
praise. Verily, those who thank Allah enjoy even more bounties from Him." 



(27. Oyou who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger, nor betray knowingly your Amanat 
(things entrusted to you)). (28. And know that your possessions and your children are but atrial 
and that surely, with Allah is a mighty reward.) 



Reason behind revealing This Ayah, and the prohibition of Betrayal 

The Two Sahihs mention the story of Hatib bin Abi Balta' ah. In the year of the victory of 
Makkah he wrote to the Quraysh alerting them that the Messenger of Allah intended to march 
towards them. Allah informed His Messenger of this, and he sent a Companion to retrieve the 
letter that Hatib sent, and then he summoned him. He admitted to what he did. " Umar bin Al- 
Khattab stood up and said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Should I cut off his head, for he has betrayed 
Allah, His Messenger and the believers" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Leave him! He participated in Badr. How do you know that Allah has not looked at those who 
participated in Badr and said, Do whatever you want, for I have forgiven you.) 

However, it appears that this Ayah is more general, even if it was revealed about a specific 
incident. Such rulings are dealt with by their indications, not the specific reasons behind 
revealing them, according to the majority of scholars. 

Betrayal includes both minor and major sins, as well those that affect others. Al i bin Abi 
Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(nor betray your Amanat) "The Amanah refers to the actions that Allah has entrusted the 
servants with, such as and including what He ordained. Therefore, Allah says here, 



(nor betray...), 'do not abandon the obligations.'" ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd commented, "Allah 
forbade you from betraying Him and His Messenger, as hypocrites do." 

Allah said, 



(And know that your possessions and your children are but a trial.) from Him to you. He grants 
these to you so that He knows which of you will be grateful and obedient to Him, or become 
busy with and dedicated to them instead of Him. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Your wealth and your children are only a trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great reward.) 
64:15 , 



(And We shall make atrial of you with evil and with good.) 21:35 



(0 you who believe! Let not your properties or your children divert you from the remembrance 
of Allah. And whosoever doesthat, then they are the losers.) 63:9 , and, 



(0 you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for you (who 
may stop you from the obedience of Allah); therefore beware of them!) 64:14 Allah said 
next, 



(And that surely with Allah is a mighty reward.) Therefore, Allah's reward, favor and Paradise 
are better for you than wealth and children. Certainly, among the wealth and children there 
might be enemies for you and much of them avail nothing. With Allah alone is the decision and 
sovereignty in this life and the Hereafter, and He gives tremendous rewards on the Day of 
Resurrection. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(There are three qualities for which whomever has them, he will have tasted the sweetness of 
faith. (They are:) whoever Allah and His Messenger are dearer to him than anyone else, 
whoever loves a person for Allah's sake alone, and whoever prefers to be thrown in fire rather 
than revert to disbelief, after Allah has saved him from it.) 

Therefore, loving the Messenger of Allah comes before loving children, wealth and oneself. In 
theSahih, it is confirmed that he said, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! None of you will have faith unless I become dearer to him 
than himself, his family, his wealth and all people.) 



(29. you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will grant you Furqan, and will expiate 
for you your sins, and forgive you; and Allah is the Owner of the great bounty.) 

Ibn 'Abbas, As-Suddi, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Muqatil bin Hayyan and several 
others said that, 



(Furqan), means, 'a way out'; Mujahid added, "In this life and the Hereafter." In another 
narration, Ibn 'Abbas is reported to have said, ' Furqan' means 'salvation' or -- according to 
another narration -- 'aid'. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that 'Furqan' means ' criterion between 
truth and falsehood'. This last explanation from Ibn Ishaq is more general than the rest that we 
mentioned, and it also includes the other meanings. Certainly, those who have Taqwa of Allah 
by obeying what He ordained and abstaining from what he forbade, will be guided to 



differentiate between the truth and the falsehood. This will be a triumph, safety and away out 
for them from the affairs of this life, all the while acquiring happiness in the Hereafter. They 
will also gain forgiveness, thus having their sins erased, and pardon, thus having their sins 
covered from other people, as well as, being directed to a way to gain Allah's tremendous 
rewards, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and believe in His Messenger, He will give you a 
double portion of His mercy, and He will give you a light by which you shall walk (straight). And 
He will forgive you. And Aiiah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 57:28 . 



(30. And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, 
or to expel you (from your home, Makkah); they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and 
Allah isthe best of plotters.) 



The Makkans plot to kill the Prophet , imprison Him or expel Him 

from Makkah 

Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said, 



(Liyuthbituka) means "to imprison you." As- Suddi said, "Ithbat is to confine or to shackle." 

Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, the author of Al-Maghazi, reported from 'Abdullah bin 
Abi Najih, from Mujahid, from Ibn 'Abbas, "£bme of the chiefs of the various tribes of Quraysh 
gathered in Dar An-Nadwah (their conference area) and Iblis (Shaytan) met them in the shape 
of an eminent old man. When they saw him, they asked, 'Who are you' He said, 'An old man 
from Najd. I heard that you are having a meeting, and I wished to attend your meeting. You 
will benefit from my opinion and advice.' They said, 'Agreed, come in.' He entered with them. 



Iblis said, " You have to think about this man (Muhammad)! By Allah, he will soon overwhelm 
you with his matter (religion).' One of them said, ' Imprison him, restrained in chains, until he 
dies just like the poets before him all died, such as Zuhayr and An-Nabighah! Verily, he is a 
poet like they were.' The old man from Najd, the enemy of Allah, commented, ' By Allah! This 
is not a good idea. His Lord will release him from his prison to his companions, who will 
liberate him from your hands. They will protect him from you and they might expel you from 
your land.' They said, 'This old man said the truth. Therefore, seek an opinion other than this 
one.' 

Another one of them said, ' Expel him from your land, so that you are free from his trouble! If 
he leaves your land, you will not be bothered by what he does or where he goes, as long as he 
is not among you to bring you troubles, he will be with someone else.' The old man from Najd 
replied, ' By Allah! This is not a good opinion. Have you forgotten his sweet talk and eloquency, 
as well as, how his speech captures the hearts By Allah! This way, he will collect even more 
followers among Arabs, who will gather against you and attack you in your own land, expel you 
and kill your chiefs.' They said, 'He has said the truth, by Allah! Therefore, seek an opinion 
other than this one.' hAbu Jahl, may Allah curse him, spoke next, * By Allah! I have an idea that 
no one else has suggested yet, and I see no better opinion for you. Choose a strong, socially 
elevated young man from each tribe, and give each one of them a sharp sword. Then they 
would all strike Muhammad at the same time with their swords and kill him. Hence, his blood 
would be shed by all tribes. This way, his tribe, Banu Hashim, would realize that they cannot 
wage war against all of the Quraysh tribes and would be forced to agree to accept the blood 
money; we would have brought comfort to ourselves and stopped him from bothering us.' 

The old man from Najd commented, * By Allah! This man has expressed the best opinion, and I 
do not support any other opinion.' They quickly ended their meeting and started preparing for 
the implementation of this plan. 

Jibril came to the Prophet and commanded him not to sleep in his bed that night and conveyed 
to him the news of their plot. The Messenger of Allah did not sleep in his house that night, and 
Allah gave him permission to migrate. After the Messenger migrated to Al-Madinah, Allah 
revealed to him Suat Al-Anfal reminding him of His favors and the bounties He gave him, 



(And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or 
to expel you (from Makkah); they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the 
best of plotters.) 

Allah replied to the pagans' statement that they should await the death of the Prophet .just as 
the poets before him perished, asthey claimed, 



(Or do they say: "He is a poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") 52:30 

As-Suddi narrated a similar story. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Muhammad bin Ja* f ar bin Az-Zubayr, from ' Urwah bin Az- 
Zubayr who commented on Allah's statement, 



(...they were plotting and Allah too was plotting, and Allah is the best of plotters.) "I (Allah) 
plotted against them with My sure planning, and I saved you (0 Muhammad) from them." 



(31. And when Our Ayat are recited to them, they say: "We have heard (the Qur'an); if we wish 
we can say the like of this. This is nothing but the tales of the ancients.") (32. And (remember) 
when they said: "0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain 
down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") (33. And Allah would not 
punish them while you (Muhammad ) are among them, nor will He punish them while they seek 
(Allah's) forgiveness.) 

The Quraysh claimed They can produce Something similar to the 

Qur'an 

Allah describes the disbelief, transgression, rebellion, as well as misguided statements that the 
pagans of Quraysh used to utter when they heard Allah's Ayat being recited to them, 



("We have heard (the Qur'an); if we wish we can say the like of this.") 



They boasted with their words, but not with their actions. They were challenged several times 
to bring even one chapter like the Qur'an, and they had no way to meet this challenge. They 
only boasted in order to deceive themselves and those who followed their falsehood. It was 
said that An-Nadr bin Al-Harith, may Allah curse him, was the one who said this, according to 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Ibn Jurayj and others. An-Nadr visited Persia and learned the 
stories of some Persian kings, such as Rustum and Isphandiyar. When he went back to Makkah, 
He found that the Prophet was sent from Allah and reciting the Qur'an to the people. Whenever 
the Prophet would leave an audience in which An-Nadr was sitting, An-Nadr began narrating to 
them the stories that he learned in Persia, proclaiming afterwards, "Who, by Allah, has better 
tales to narrate, I or Muhammad" When Allah allowed the Muslims to capture An-Nadr in Badr, 
the Messenger of Allah commanded that his head be cut off before him, and that was done, all 
thanks are due to Allah. The meaning of, 



(. ..tales of the ancients) meaning that the Prophet has plagiarized and learned books of 
ancient people, and this is what he narrated to people, as they claimed. This is the pure 
falsehood that Allah mentioned in another Ayah, 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down:, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon." Say: "It (this Qur'an) has been sent down by Him (Allah) Who knowsthe 
secret of the heavens and the earth. Truly, He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 25:5-6 for 
those who repent and return to Him, He accepts repentance from them and forgivesthem. 



The Idolators ask for Allah's Judgment and Torment! 

Allah said, 



(And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) 
from You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") 

This is indicative of the pagans' enormous ignorance, denial, stubbornness and transgression. 
They should have said, "0 Allah! If this is the truth from You, then guide us to it and help us 
follow it." However, they brought Allah's judgment on themselves and asked for His 
punishment. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment (for them), and had it not been for a term 
appointed, the torment would certainly have come to them. And surely, it will come upon 
them suddenly while they perceive not!) 29:53 , 



(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana (our record of good and bad deeds so that we may 
see it) before the Day of Reckoning!") 38:16 , and, 



(A questioner asked concerning a torment about to befall. Upon the disbelievers, which none 
can avert. From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent.) 70:1-3 

The ignorant ones in ancient times said similar things. The people of Shu' ayb said to him, 



("So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!") 26:187 while the 
pagans of Quraysh said, 



("0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on 
us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") 

Shu' bah said from 'Abdul-Hamid that Anas bin Malik said that it was Abu Jahl bin Hisham who 
uttered this statement, 



("0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on 
us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") 

So Allah revealed this Ayah, 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are among them, nor will He punish them while 
they seek (Allah's) forgiveness.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded it. 



The Presence of the Prophet , and the Idolators' asking For 
forgiveness, were the Shelters against receiving Allah's immediate 

Torment 

Allah said, 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are among them, nor will He punish them while 
they seek (Allah's) forgiveness.) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Pagans used to go around the House in Tawaf and 
proclaim, 'We rush to Your obedience, O Allah, there is no partner with You,' and the Prophet 
would tell them, 



« » 



(Enough, enough.) But they would go on, 'We rush to Your obedience, Allah, there is no 
partner with You except a partner who is with You, You own Him but he does not own! They 
also used to say, " Allah, Your forgiveness, Your forgiveness.' Allah revealed this verse; 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are among them...)'" 

Ibn 'Abbas commented, "They had two safety shelters: the Prophet , and their seeking 
forgiveness (from Allah). The Prophet went away, and only seeking forgiveness remained." At- 
Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Musa said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

("Allah sent down to me two safe shelters for the benefit of my Ummah) 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are among them, nor will He punish them while 
they seek (Allah's) forgiveness.) 



» 

« 

(When I die, I will leave the seeking of forgiveness with them, until the Day of Resurrection.) 

What testifies to this Hadith, is the Hadith that Ahmad recorded in his Musnad and Al-Hakim in 
his Mustadrak, that Abu Sa' id narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Shaytan said, ' By Your might, Lord! I will go on luring Your servants as long as their souls 
are still in their bodies.' The Lord said, ' By My might and majesty! I will keep forgiving them, 
as long asthey keep invoking Me for forgiveness.') 

Al -Hakim, "Its chain isSahih and they did not record it." 



(34. And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, 
and they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except those who have Taqwa, but 
most of them know not.) (35. Their Salah at the House was nothing but Muka' and Tasdiyah. 
Therefore taste the punishment because you used to disbelieve.) 



The Idolators deserved Allah's Torment after Their Atrocities 

Allah states that the idolators deserved the torment, but He did not torment them in honor of 
the Prophet residing among them. After Allah allowed the Prophet to migrate away from them, 
He sent His torment upon them on the day of Badr. During that battle, the chief pagans were 
killed, or captured. Allah also directed them to seek forgiveness for the sins, Shirk and 
wickedness they indulged in. If it was not for the fact that there were some weak Muslims 
living among the Makkan pagans, those Muslims who invoked Allah for His forgiveness, Allah 
would have sent down to them the torment that could never be averted. Allah did not do that 
on account of the weak, ill-treated, and oppressed believers living among them, as He 
reiterated about the day at Al-Hudaybiyyah, 



(They are the ones who disbelieved and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) and 
detained the sacrificial animals from reaching their place of sacrifice. Had there not been 
believing men and believing women whom you did not know, that you may kill them and on 
whose account a sin would have been committed by you without (your) knowledge, that Allah 
might bring into His mercy whom He wills if they (the believers and the disbelievers) had been 
apart, We verily, would have punished those of them who disbelieved with painful torment.) 
48:25 

Allah said here, 



(And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and 
they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except those who have Taqwa, but most of 
them know not.) 

Allah asks, " why would not He torment them while they are stopping Muslims from going to Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram, thus hindering the believers, its own people, from praying and performing 
Tawaf in it' Allah said, 



T(And they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except those who have Taqwa,) 
meaning, the Prophet and his Companions are the true dwellers (or worthy maintainers) of Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram, not the pagans. Allah said in other Ayah, 



(It is not for the polytheists, to maintain the Masjids of Allah, while they witness disbelief 
against themselves. The works of such are in vain and in the Fire shall they abide. The Masjids 
of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day; perform the 
Salah, and give the Zakah and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true guidance.) 9:17- 
18 , and, 



(But a greater (transgression) with Allah is to prevent mankind from following the way of Allah, 
to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah), and to drive out its 
inhabitants,) 2:217 . 

* Urwah, As-Suddi and Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Allah's statement, 



(None can be its guardians except those who have Taqwa,) refers to Muhammad and his 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. Mujahid explained that this Ayah is about the 
Mujahidin in Allah's cause , whomever and wherever they may be. 

Allah then mentioned the practice of the pagans next to Al-Masjid Al-Haram and the respect 
they observed in its vicinity, 



(Their Salah (prayer) at the House was nothing but Muka' and Tasdiyah. 



'Abdullah bin ' Umar, Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Raja' Al-Utardi, 
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Hujr bin ' Anbas, Nubayt bin Sharit, Qatadah and 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this part of the Ayah refers to whistling. Mujahid added 
that the pagans used to place their fingers in their mouth (while whistling). Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(Their Salat at the House was nothing but Muka' and Tasdiyah.) 

"The Quraysh used to perform Tawaf (encircling the Ka' bah) while naked, whistling and 
clapping their hands, for Muka' means' whistling', while, Tasdiyah means ' clapping the hands.'" 
This meaning was also reported from Ibn 'Abbas, by 'AM bin Abi Talhah and AI-' Awfi. Similar 
was recorded from Ibn 'Umar, Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Abu Salamah bin 'Abdur- 
Rahman, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, 'Atiyyah AI-'Awfi, Hujr bin 'Anbas and Ibn Abza. Ibn Jarir 
recorded that Ibn ' Umar explained the Ayah, 



(Their Salat at the House was nothing but Muka' and Tasdiyah.) "Muka' means' whistling', while, 
'Tasdiyah' means 'clapping the hands.'" Sa' id bin Jubayr and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said 
that, 



(and Tasdiyah), means, they hindered from the path of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. 
Allah said, 



(Therefore taste the punishment because you used to disbelieve.) 

This refers to the death and capture that they suffered during the battle of Badr, according to 
Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Jurayj and Muhammad bin Ishaq. 



(36. Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to hinder (men) from the path of Allah, 
and so will they continue to spend it; but in the end it will become an anguish for them. Then 
they will be overcome. And those who disbelieve will be gathered unto Hell.) (37. In order that 
Allah may distinguish the wicked from the good, and put the wicked one over another, heap 
them together and cast them into Hell. Those! it isthey who are the losers.) 

The Disbelievers spend Their Wealth to hinder Others from Allah's 
Path, but this will only cause Them Grief 



Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Az-Zuhri, Muhammad bin Yahya bin Hibban, ' Asim bin 
* Umar bin Qatadah, and Al-Husayn bin ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Amr bin Sa' id bin Mu' adh said, 
"The Quraysh suffered defeat at Badr and their forces went back to Makkah, while Abu Sufyan 
went back with the caravan intact. This is when 'Abdullah bin Abi Rabi'ah, " Ikrimah bin Abi 
Jahl, Safwan bin Umayyah and other men from Quraysh who lost their fathers, sons or brothers 
in Badr, went to Abu Sufyan bin Harb. They said to him, and to those among the Quraysh who 
had wealth in that caravan, '0 people of Quraysh! Muhammad has grieved you and killed the 
chiefs among you. Therefore, help us with this wealth so that we can fight him, it may be that 
we will avenge our losses.' They agreed." Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "This Ayah was revealed 
about them, according to Ibn ' Abbas, 



(Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth...) until, 



(they who are the losers. )" Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hakam bin ' Uyaynah, Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and Ibn Abza said that this Ayah was revealed about Abu Sufyan and his spending money 
in Uhud to fight the Messenger of Allah . Ad-Dahhak said that this Ayah was revealed about the 
idolators of Badr. In any case, the Ayah is general, even though there was a specific incident 
that accompanied its revelation. Allah states here that the disbelievers spend their wealth to 
hinder from the path of truth. However, by doing that, their money will be spent and then will 
become a source of grief and anguish for them, availing them nothing in the least. They seek to 
extinguish the Light of Allah and make their word higher than the word of truth. However, 



Allah will complete His Light, even though the disbelievers hate it. He will give aid to His 
religion, make His Word dominant, and His religion will prevail above all religions. This is the 
disgrace that the disbelievers will taste in this life; and in the Hereafter, they will taste the 
torment of the Fire. Whoever among them lives long, will witness with his eyes and hear with 
his ears what causes grief to him. Those among them who are killed or die will be returned to 
eternal disgrace and the everlasting punishment. This is why Allah said, 



(And so will they continue to spend it; but in the end it will become an anguish for them. Then 
they will be overcome. And those who disbelieve will be gathered unto Hell. ) 

Allah said, 



(In order that Allah may distinguish the wicked from the good.), meaning recognize the 
difference between the people of happiness and the people of misery, according to Ibn " Abbas, 
as' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from him. Allah distinguishes between those believers who obey 
Him and fight His disbelieving enemies and those who disobey Him. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good. Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of the Ghayb (Unseen).) 
3:179 , and, 



(Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah (tests) those of you who fought (in His 
cause) and (also) tests those who are the patient) 3:142 . 



Therefore, the Ayah (8:37) means, " We tried you with combatant disbelievers whom We made 
able to spend money in fighting you,' 



(in order that Allah may distinguish the wicked from the good, and put the wicked one over 
another, heap them together) put in a pile on top of each other, 



(and cast them into Hell. Those! It is they who are the losers.) 8:37 , in this life and the 
Hereafter. 



(38. Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease, their past will be forgiven. But if they 
return (thereto), then the examples of those (punished) before them have already preceded (as 
a warning).) (39. And fight them until there is no more Fitnah, and the religion (worship) will 
all be for Allah alone. But if they cease, then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.) (40. 
And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your protector -- (what) an excellent protector 
and (what) an excellent helper!) 



Encouraging the Disbelievers to seek Allah's Forgiveness, warning 

Them against Disbelief 



Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad , 



(Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease...) the disbelief, defiance and stubbornness 
they indulge in, and embrace Islam, obedience and repentance. 



(their past will be forgiven.) along with their sins and errors. It is recorded in the Sahih Al- 
Bukhari that Abu Wa'il said that Ibn Mas'ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(He who becomes good in his Islam, will not be punished for what he has committed during 
Jahiliyyah (before Islam). He who becomes bad in his Islam, will face a punishment for his 
previous and latter deeds.) 

It is also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



("Islam erases what occurred before it, and repentance erases what occurs before it.") 
Allah said, 



(But if they return, ) and remain on their ways, 



(then the examples of those (punished) before them have already preceded.) 8:38 meaning, 
Our way with the nations of old is that when they disbelieve and rebel, We send down to them 
immediate torment and punishment. 



The Order to fight to eradicate Shirk and Kufr 

Allah said, 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah, and the religion will all be for Allah alone.) 

Al-Bukhari recorded that a man came to Ibn ' Umar and said to him, "0 Abu ' Abdur- Rahman! 
Why do you not implement what Allah said in His Book, 



(And if two parties (or groups) among the believers fall to fighting. ..) 49:9 . What prevents you 
from fighting as Allah mentioned in His Book" Ibn ' Umar said, "0 my nephew! I prefer that I be 
reminded with this Ayah rather than fighting, for in the latter case, I will be reminded by the 
Ayah in which Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, said, 



(And whoever kills a believer intentionally...) 4:93 " 
The man said, "Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah...)." Ibn * Umar said, "We did that during the time 
of the Messenger of Allah, when Islam was weak and the man would be tried in religion, either 
tormented to death or being imprisoned. When Islam became stronger and widespread, there 
was no more Fitnah." When the man realized that Ibn 'Umar would not agree to what he is 
saying, he asked him, "What do you say about ' Ali and " Uthman" Ibn * Umar replied, "What do I 
say about 'AM and ' Uthman! As for ' Uthman, Allah has forgiven him, but you hate that Allah 
forgives him. As for ' Ali, he is the cousin of the Messenger of Allah and his son-in-law," and he 
pointed with his hand saying, "And this is his house over there." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Ibn 
" Umar came to us and was asked, "What do you say about fighting during Fitnah" Ibn ' Umar 



said, "Do you know what Fitnah refers to Muhammad was fighting against the idolators, and at 
that time, attending (or residing with) the idolators was a Fitnah (trial in religion). It is nothing 
like what you are doing, fighting to gain leadership!" All these narrations were collected by Al- 
Bukhari, may Allah the Exalted grant him His mercy. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said 
about the Ayah, 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah...) "3d that there is no more Shirk." Similar was 
said by Abu AI-' Aliyah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin 
Hayyan and Zayd bin Aslam. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that he was informed from Az-Zuhri, 
from " Urwah bin Az-Zubayr and other scholarsthat 



(until there is no more Fitnah) the Fitnah mentioned here means, until no Muslim is persecuted 
so that he abandons his religion. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, 



(and the religion (worship) will all be for Allah alone.) "So that Tawhid is practiced in sincerity 
with Allah." Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Jurayj said, 



(and the religion will all be for Allah alone) "So that La ilaha illa-llah is proclaimed." Muhammad 
bin Ishaq also commented on this Ayah, "So that Tawhid is practiced in sincerity towards Allah, 
without Shirk, all the while shunning all rivals who (are being worshipped) besides Him." 

" Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said about, 



(and the religion will all be for Allah alone) "So that there is no more Kufr (disbelief) with your 
religion remains." There is a Hadith collected in the Two Sahihs that testifies to this 
explanation. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I was commanded to fight against the people until they proclaim, ' There is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah.' If and when they say it, they will preserve their blood and wealth from 
me, except for its right (Islamic penal code), and their reckoning is with Allah, the Exalted and 
Most Honored.) 

Also, in the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari said, "The Messenger of Allah 
was asked about a man who fights because he is courageous, in prejudice with his people, or to 
show off. Which of these is for the cause of Allah He said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever fights so that Allah's Word is the supreme, is in the cause of Allah, the Exalted and 
Most Honored.)" 

Allah said next, 



(But if they cease), and desist from their Kufr as a result of your fighting them, even though 
you do not know t he t rue reasons why t hey did so, 



(then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.) 
Allah said in similar Ayah, 



(But if they repent and perform the Salah, and give Zakah, then leave their way free.) 9:5 



(...then they are your brethren in religion.) 9:11 , and, 



(And fight them until there is no more Fitnah and the religion (worship) is for Allah (alone). But 
if they cease, let there be no transgression except against the wrongdoers.) 2:193 

It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said to Usamah bin Zayd when he 
overpowered a man with his sword, after that man proclaimed that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah; 



» 

« 

(Have you killed him after he proclaimed, ' La llaha lllallah' What would you do with regard to 
" La llaha lllallah' on the Day of Resurrection.) 

Usamah said, "0 Allah's Messenger! He only said it to save himself." The Messenger replied, 

« » 

(Did you cut his heart open) 
The Messenger kept repeating, 

« » 

(What would you do with regard to ' La llaha lllallah' on the Day of Resurrection) until Usamah 
said, "I wished I had embraced Islam only that day." Allah said next, 



(And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your protector, an excellent protector, and an 
excellent helper!) 

Allah says, if the disbelievers persist in defying and fighting you, then know that Allah is your 
protector, master and supporter against your enemies. Verily, what an excellent protector and 
what an excellent supporter. 



(41. And know that whatever of war booty that you may gain, verily, one-fifth of it is assigned 
to Allah, and to the Messenger, and to the near relatives (of the Messenger), the orphans, the 
poor, and the wayfarer, if you have believed in Allah and in that which We sent down to Our 
servant on the Day of Criterion, the Day when the two forces met; and Allah is able to do all 
things.) 

Ruling on the Spoils of War (Ghanimah and Fai ) 

Allah explains the spoils of war in detail, as He has specifically allowed it for this honorable 
Ummah over all others. We should mention that the 'Ghanimah' refers to war spoils captured 
from the disbelievers, using armies and instruments of war. As for 'Fai', it refers to the 
property of the disbelievers that they forfeit in return for peace, what they leave behind when 
they die and have no one to inherit from them, and the Jizyah (tribute tax) and Khiraj 
(property tax). Allah said, 



(And know that whatever of war booty that you may gain, verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to 
Allah) indicating that the one-fifth should be reserved and paid in full to Muslim leaders 
whether it was little or substantial, even a yarn and needle. 



(And whosoever deceives (his companions over the booty), he shall bring forth on the Day of 
Resurrection that which he took (illegally). Then every person shall be paid in full what he has 
earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.) 3:161 

Allah's statement, 



(verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to Allah, and to the Messenger, ) was explained by Ibn 
" Abbas, as Ad-Dahhak reported from him, "Whenever the Messenger of Allah sent an army, he 
used to divide the war booty they collected into five shares, reserving one-fifth and divided it 
into five shares." Then he recited; 



(And know that whatever of war booty that you may gain, verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to 
Allah, and to the Messenger,) 

Ibn Abbas said, "Allah's statement, 



(verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to Allah) is inclusive of the Messenger's share , just as the 
following Ayah is inclusive of Allah owning whatever is on the earth also , 



(To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and on the earth) 2:284 ." So He addressed the 
share of Allah and the share of His Messenger in the same statement. 

Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Al-Hanifiyyah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ash-Sha' bi, 
' Ata' bin Abi Rabah, 'Abdullah bin Buraydah, Qatadah, Mughirah and several others, all said 
that the share designated for Allah and the Messenger is one and the same. Supporting this is 
what Imam Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded, with a Sahih chain of narrators, that 
'Abdullah bin Shaqiq said that a man from Bilqin said, "I came to the Prophet when he was in 



Wadi Al-Qura inspecting a horse. I asked, ' Allah's Messenger! What about the Ghanimah' He 
said, 



« » 

(Allah's share is one fifth and four-fifths are for the army.) 

I asked, ' None of them has more right to it than anyone else' He said, 



» 



« 



(No. Even if you remove an arrow that pierced your flank, you have no more right to it than 
your Muslim brother.)" 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdam bin Ma'dikarib Al-Kindi sat with " Ubadah bin As-Samit, 
Abu Ad-Darda' and Al-Harith bin Mu' awiyah Al-Kindi, may Allah be pleased with them, 
reminding each other of the statements of the Messenger of Allah . Abu Ad-Darda' said to 
' Ubadah, "0 ' Ubadah! What about the words of the Messenger of Allah during such and such 
battle, about the fifth (of the war booty)" ' Ubadah said, "The Messenger of Allah led them in 
prayer, facing a camel from the war booty. When he finished the prayer, he stood up, held pelt 
of a camel between his fingers and said, 



» 



« 

(This is also a part of the war booty you earned. Verily, I have no share in it, except my own 
share, the fifth designated to me. Even that fifth will be given to you (indicating the Prophet's 
generosity). Therefore, surrender even the needle and the thread, and whatever is bigger or 
smaller than that (from the war spoils). Do not cheat with any of it, for stealing from the war 
booty before its distribution is Fire and a shame on its people in this life and the Hereafter. 
Perform Jihad against the people in Allah's cause, whether they are near or far, and do not fear 
the blame of the blamers, as long as you are in Allah's cause. Establish Allah's rules while in 
your area and while traveling. Perform Jihad in Allah's cause, for Jihad is a tremendous door 
leading to Paradise. Through it, Allah saves (one) from sadness and grief.)" 

This is a tremendous Hadith, but I did not find it in any of the six collections of Hadith through 
this chain of narration. However, Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i recorded a Hadith 
from 'Amr bin Shu'ayb, from his father, from his grandfather 'Abdullah bin 'Amr, from the 
Messenger of Allah , and this narration is similar to the one above, and a version from ' Amr bin 
' Anbasah was recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. The Prophet used to choose some types of 
the war booty for himself; a servant, a horse, or a sword, according to the reports from 
Muhammad bin Srin, 'Amir Ash-Sha' bi and many scholars. For instance, Imam Ahmad and At- 
Tirmidhi -- who graded it Hasan -- recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that the Messenger of Allah chose 
a sword called ' Dhul-Fiqar' on the day of Badr. " Aishah narrated that Safiyyah was among the 
captured women, and the Prophet chose and married her (upon his own choice and before 
distribution of war booty), as Abu Dawud narrated in the Sunan. As for the share of the 
Prophet's relatives, it is paid to Bani Hashim and Bani Al-Muttalib, because the children of Al- 
Muttalib supported Bani Hashim in Jahiliyyah after Islam. They also went to the mountain pass 
of Abu Talib in support of the Messenger of Allah and to protect him (when the Quraysh 
boycotted Muslims for three years). Those who were Muslims (from Bani Al-Muttalib) did all this 
in obedience to Allah and His Messenger , while the disbelievers among them did so in support 
of their tribe and in obedience to Abu Talib, the Messenger's uncle. 

Allah said next, 



(the orphans), in reference to Muslim orphans, 



(and the wayfarer), the traveler and those who intend to travel for a distance during which 
shortening the prayer is legislated, but do not have resources to spend from. We will explain 
this subject in Surah Bara'h 9:60 , Allah willing, and our reliance and trust is in Him alone. 

Allah said, 



(If you have believed in Allah and in that which We sent down to Our servant) 

Allah says, 'Adhere to what We legislated for you, such as the ruling about one-fifth of the war 
spoils, if you truly believe in Allah, the Last Day and what We have revealed to Our Messenger .' 
In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, - while narrating the lengthy 
Hadith about the delegation of Bani Abdul Qays- that the Messenger of Allah said to them, s 



» 



« 

I command you with four and forbid four from you. I command you to believe in Allah. Do you 
know what it means to believe in Allah Testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing the prayer, giving 
Zakah and honestly surrendering one-fifth of the war spoils.) 

Therefore, the Messenger listed surrendering one-fifth of the war booty as part of faith. This is 
why Al-Bukhari wrote a chapter in his Sahih entitled, "Chapter: Paying the Khumus (one-fifth) is 
Part of Faith." He then narrated the above Hadith from Ibn 'Abbas. Allah said next, 



(on the Day of Criterion, the Day when the two forces met; and Allah is Able to do all things.) 
Allah is making His favors and compassion towards His creation known, when He distinguished 
between truth and falsehood in the battle of Badr. That day was called, ' Al-Furqan', because 
Allah raised the word of faith above the word of falsehood, He made His religion apparent and 
supported His Prophet and his group. ' Ali bin Abi Talhah and AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Badr is YawmAI-Furqan; during it, Allah separated between truth and falsehood." Al- 
Hakim collected this statement. Smilar statements were reported from Mujahid, Miqsam, 
' Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Muqatil bin Hayyan and several others. 



(42. (And remember) when you (the Muslim army) were on the near side of the valley, and they 
on the farther side, and the caravan on the ground lower than you. Even if you had made a 
mutual appointment to meet, you would certainly have failed in the appointment, but (you 
met) that Allah might accomplish a matter already ordained (in His knowledge), so that those 
who were to be destroyed (for rejecting the faith) might be destroyed after a clear evidence, 
and those who were to live (believers) might live after a clear evidence. And surely, Allah is 
All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 



Some Details of the Battle of Badr 

Allah describes Yawm Al-Furqan, (i.e. the day of Badr), 



((And remember) when you (the Muslim army) were on the near side of the valley,) camping in 
the closest entrance of the valley towards Al-Madinah, 



(and they), the idolators, who were camped, 



(on the farther side), from Al-Madinah, towards Makkah. 



(and the caravan), that was under the command of Abu Sufyan, with the wealth that it 
contained, 



(on the ground lower than you), closer to the sea, 



(even if you had made a mutual appointment to meet,) you and the idolators, 



(you would certainly have failed in the appointment) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Yahya bin " Abbad bin ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr narrated to me from 
his father about this Ayah "Had there been an appointed meeting set between you and them 
and you came to know of their superior numbers and your few forces, you would not have met 
them, 



(but (you met) that Allah might accomplish a matter already ordained,) Allah had decreed that 
He would bring glory to Islam and its people, while disgracing Shirk and its people. You the 
companions had no knowledge this would happen, but it was out of Allah's compassion that He 
did that." In a Hadith, Ka' b bin Malik said, "The Messenger of Allah and the Muslims marched to 
intercept the Quraysh caravan, but Allah made them meet their (armed) enemy without 
appointment." Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Yazid bin Ruwman narrated to him that ' Urwah 
bin Az-Zubayr said, "Upon approaching Badr, the Messenger of Allah sent Al i bin Abi Talib, 
Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas, Az-Zubayr bin Al-' Awwam and several other Companions to spy the 
pagans. They captured two boys, a servant of Bani Sa' id bin AI-' As and a servant of Bani Al- 
Hajjaj, while they were bringing water for Quraysh. So they brought them to the Messenger of 
Allah , but found him praying. The Companions started interrogating the boys, asking them to 
whom they belonged. Both of them said that they were employees bringing water for Quraysh 
(army). The Componions were upset with that answer, since they thought that the boys 
belonged to Abu Sufyan (who was commanding the caravan). So they beat the two boys 
vehemently, who said finally that they belonged to Abu Sufyan. Thereupon companions left 
them alone. When the Prophet ended the prayer, he said, 



» 



« 

(When they tell you the truth you beat them, but when they lie you let them go They have said 
the truth, by Allah! They belong to the Quraysh. (addressing to the boys He said:) Tell me the 
news about Quraysh.) 

The two boys said, 'They are behind this hill that you see, on the far side of the valley.' The 
Messenger of Allah asked, 



« » 

(How many are they) 

They said, " They are many.' He asked, 

« » 

(How many) They said, " We do not know the precise number.' He asked, 

« » 

(How many camels do they slaughter every day) 

They said, ' Nine or ten a day.' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(They are between nine-hundred and a thousand.) He asked again, 

« » 

(Which chiefs of Quraysh are accompanying the army) They said, " Utbah bin Rabi'ah, Shaybah 
bin RabP ah, Abu Al-Bakhtari bin Hisham, Hakim bin Hizam, Nawfal bin Khuwaylid, Al-Harith bin 
'Amir bin Nawfal, Tu' aymah bin Adi bin Nawfal, An-Nadr bin Al-Harith, Zarrf ah bin Al-Aswad, 



Abu Jahl bin Hisham, Umayyah bin Khalaf, Nabih and Munabbih sons of Al-Hajjaj, Suhayl bin 
' Amr and ' Amr bin x Abd Wadd.' The Messenger of Allah said to the people, 



« » 

(This is Makkah! She has brought you her most precious sons (its chiefs)!)" 
Allah said, 



(So that those who were to be destroyed might be destroyed after a clear evidence.) 8:42 

Muhammad bin Ishaq commented, "So that those who disbelieve do so after witnessing clear 
evidence, proof and lessons, and those who believe do so after witnessing the same." This is a 
sound explanation. Allah says, He made you meet your enemy in one area without 
appointment, so that He gives you victory over them.' This way, 'He will raise the word of 
truth above falsehood, so that the matter is made clear, the proof unequivocal and the 
evidence plain. Then there will be no more plea or doubt for anyone. Then, those destined to 
destruction by persisting in disbelief do so with evidence, aware that they are misguided and 
that proof has been established against them, 



(and those who were to live might live), those who wish to believe do so, 



(after a clear evidence), and proof. Verily, faith isthe life of the heart, as Allah said, 



(Is he who was dead (without faith by ignorance and disbelief) and We gave him life (by 
knowledge and faith) and set for him a light (of belief) whereby he can walk among men ...) 
6:122 . 

Allah said next, 



(And surely, Allah is All-Hearer), of your invocation, humility and requests for His help, 



(All-Knower) meaning; about you, and you deserve victory over your rebellious, disbelieving 
enemies. 



(43. (And remember) when Allah showed them to you as few in your dream; if He had shown 
them to you as many, you would surely have been discouraged, and you would surely have 
disputed in making a decision. But Allah saved (you). Certainly, He is the All-Knower of that is 
in the breasts.) (44. And (remember) when you met, He showed them to you as few in your 
eyes and He made you appear as few in their eyes, so that Allah might accomplish a matter 
already ordained, and to Allah return all matters (for decision).) 



Allah made each Group look few in the Eye of the Other 

Mujahid said, "In a dream, Allah showed the Prophet the enemy as few. The Prophet conveyed 
this news to his Companions and their resolve strengthened." Similar was said by Ibn Ishaq and 
several others. Allah said, 



(If He had shown them to you as many, you would surely, have been discouraged,) you would 
have cowardly abstained from meeting them and fell in dispute among yourselves, 



(But Allah saved), from all this, when He made you see them as few, 



(Certainly, He isthe All-Knower of that is in the breasts.) 8:43 
Allah knows what the heart and the inner-self conceal, 



(Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal) 40:19 
Allah's statement, 



(And (remember) when you met, He showed them to you as few in your eyes) demonstrates 
Allah's compassion towards the believers. Allah made them see few disbelievers in their eyes, 
so that they would be encouraged and feel eager to meet them. Abu Ishaq As-Subar i said, that 
Abu * Ubaydah said that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "They were made to seem few in our eyes 
during Badr, so that I said to a man who was next to me, * Do you think they are seventy' He 
said, ' Rather, they are a hundred.' However, when we captured one of them, we asked him 
and he said, " We were a thousand."' Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded it. Allah said next, 



(and He made you appear as few in their eyes,) Allah said, 



(And (remember) when you met. He showed them to you...), He encouraged each of the two 
groups against the other, according to ' Ikrimah, as recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. This statement 
has a Sahih chain of narrators. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Yahya bin ' Abbad bin 'Abdullah 
bin Az-Zubayr narrated to him that his father said about Allah's statement, 



(so that Allah might accomplish a matter already ordained, ) "In order for the war to start 
between them, so that He would have revenge against those whom He decided to have revenge 
(pagans), and grant and complete His favor upon those He decided to grant favor to, His 
supporters." The meaning of this, is that Allah encouraged each group against the other and 
made them look few in each other's eyes, so that they were eager to meet them. This occurred 
before the battle started, but when it started and Allah supported the believers with a 
thousand angels in succession, the disbelieving group saw the believers double their number. 
Allah said, 



(There has already been a sign for you (0 Jews) in the two armies that met (in combat, the 
battle of Badr). One was fighting in the cause of Allah, and as for the other, (they) were 
disbelievers. They (disbelievers) saw them (believers) with their own eyes twice their number. 
And Allah supports with His aid whom He wills. Verily, in this is a lesson for those who 
understand.) 3:13 

This is how we combine these two Ayat, and certainly, each one of them is true, all the thanks 
are due to Allah and all the favors are from Him. 



(45. you who believe! When you meet (an enemy) force, take a firm stand against them and 
remember Allah much, so that you may be successful.) (46. And obey Allah and His Messenger, 
and do not dispute (with one another) lest you lose courage and your strength departs, and be 
patient. Surely, Allah iswith the patients.) 



Manners of War 



Allah instructs His faithful servants in the manners of fighting and methods of courage when 
meeting the enemy in battle, 



(0 you who believe! When you meet (an enemy) force, take a firm stand against them) In the 
Two Sahihs, it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin Abi Awfa said that during one battle, Allah's 
Messenger waited until the sun declined, then stood among the people and said, 



» 



« 

(0 people! Do not wish to face the enemy (in a battle) and ask Allah to save you (from 
calamities). But if you should face the enemy, then be patient and let it be known to you that 
Paradise is under the shadows of the swords.) 

He then stood and said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Revealer of the (Holy) Book, Mover of the clouds, and Defeater of the Confederates, 
defeat them and grant us victory over them.) 

The Command for Endurance when the Enemy Engaging 

Allah commands endurance upon meeting the enemy in battle and ordains patience while 
fighting them. Muslims are not allowed to run or shy away, or show cowardice in battle. They 
are commanded to remember Allah while in that condition and never neglect His 
remembrance. They should rather invoke Him for support, trust in Him and seek victory over 
their enemies from Him. They are required to obey Allah and His Messenger in such 
circumstances adhering to what He commanded them, and abstaining from what He forbade 
them. They are required to avoid disputing with each other, for this might lead to their defeat 
and failure, 



(lest your strength departs), so that your strength, endurance and courage do not depart from 
you, 



(and be patient. Surely, Allah iswith the patients.) 

In their courage, and obedience to Allah and His Messenger, the Companions reached a level 
never seen before by any nation or generation before them, or any nation that will ever come. 
Through the blessing of the Messenger and their obedience to what he commanded, the 
Companions were able to open the hearts, as well as, the various eastern and western parts of 
the world in a rather short time. This occurred even though they were few, compared to the 
armies of the various nations at that time. For example, the Romans, Persians, Turks, Siavs, 
Berbers, Ethiopians, Sudanese tribes, the Copts and the rest of the Children of Adam. They 
defeated all of these nations, until Allah's Word became the highest and His religion became 
dominant above all religions. The Islamic state spread over the eastern and western parts of 
the world in less than thirty years. May Allah grant them His pleasure, as well as, be pleased 
with them all, and may He gather us among them, for He isthe Most Generous, and Giving. 



(47. And be not like those who come out of their homes boastfully and to be seen of men, and 
hinder (men) from the path of Allah; and Allah is Muhit (eneompassing and thoroughly 
comprehending) all that they do.) (48. And (remember) when Shaytan made their (evil) deeds 



seem fair to them and said, "No one of mankind can overcome you this day (of the battle of 
Badr) and verily, I am your neighbor (for each and every help)." But when the two forces came 
in sight of each other, he ran away and said "Verily, I have nothing to do with you. Verily, I see 
what you see not. Verily, I fear Allah for Allah is severe in punishment.") (49. When the 
hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a disease (of disbelief) said: "These people (Muslims) 
are deceived by their religion." But whoever puts his trust in Allah, then surely, Allah is All- 
Mighty, All -Wise.) 



The Idolators leave Makkah, heading for Badr 

After Allah commanded the believers to fight in His cause sincerely and to be mindful of Him, 
He commanded not to imitate the idolators, who went out of their homes 



(boastfully) to suppress the truth, 



(and to be seen of men), boasting arrogantly with people. When Abu Jahl was told that the 
caravan escaped safely, so they should return to Makkah, he commented, "No, by Allah! We will 
not go back until we proceed to the well of Badr, slaughter camels, drink alcohol and female 
singers sing to us. This way, the Arabs will always talk about our stance and what we did on 
that day." However, all of this came back to haunt Abu Jahl, because when they proceeded to 
the well of Badr, they brought themselves to death; and in the aftermath of Badr, they were 
thrown in the well of Badr, dead, disgraced, humiliated, despised and miserable in an 
everlasting, eternal torment. This is why Allah said here, 



(and Allah is Muhit (encompassing and thoroughly comprehending) all that they do.) He knows 
how and what they came for, and this is why He made them taste the worst punishment. Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi commented on Allah's statement, 



(And be not like those who come out of their homes boastfully and to be seen of men,) "They 
were the idolators who fought against the Messenger of Allah at Badr." Muhammad bin Ka' b 
said, "When the Quraysh left Makkah towards Badr, they brought female singers and drums 
along. Allah revealed this verse, 



(And be not like those who come out of their homes boastfully and to be seen of men, and 
hinder (men) from the path of Allah; and Allah is Muhit (encompassing and thoroughly 
comprehending) all that they do.) 

Shaytan makes Evil seem fair and deceives the Idolaters 

Allah said next, 



(And (remember) when Shaytan made their (evil) deeds seem fair to them and said, "No one of 
mankind can overcome you today and verily, I am your neighbor.") 

Shaytan, may Allah curse him, made the idolators' purpose for marching seem fair to them. He 
made them think that no other people could defeat them that day. He also ruled out the 
possibility that their enemies, the tribe of Bani Bakr, would attack Makkah, saying, "I am your 
neighbor." Shaytan appeared to them in the shape of Suraqah bin Malik bin Ju' shum, the chief 
of Bani Mudlij, so that, as Allah described them, 



(He Shaytan makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaytan's 
promises are nothing but deceptions) 4:120 . 

Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on this Ayah, (8:48) "On the day of Badr, Shaytan, 
as well as, his flag holder and soldiers, accompanied the idolators. He whispered to the hearts 
of the idolators, ' None can defeat you today! I am your neighbor.' When they met the Muslims 
and Shaytan witnessed the angels coming to their aid, 



(he ran away), he went away in flight while proclaiming, 



(Verily, I see what you see not.)" 

'AM bin Abi Talhah said, that Ibn 'Abbas said about this Ayah, 



("No one of mankind can overcome you today and verily, I am your neighbor') 

"Shaytan, as well as, his devil army and flag holders, came on the day of Badr in the shape of a 
Suraqah bin Malik bin Ju' shum, man from Bani Mudlij, Shaytan said to idolators, 'None will 
defeat you this day, and I will help you.' When the two armies stood face to face, the 
Messenger of Allah took a handful of sand and threw it at the faces of the idolators, causing 
them to retreat. Jibril, peace be upon him, came towards Shaytan, but when Shaytan, while 
holding the hand of a Mushrik man, saw him, he withdrew his hand and ran away with his 
soldiers. That man asked him, ' Suraqah! You claimed that you are our neighbor' He said, 



(Verily, I see what you see not. Verily, I fear Allah for Allah is severe in punishment) 
Shaytan said this when he saw the angels." 

The Position of the Hypocrites in Badr 

Allah said next, 



(When the hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a disease (of disbelief) said: "These people 
(Muslims) are deceived by their religion.") 

" Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn * Abbas commented, "When the two armies drew closer to each 
other, Allah made the Muslims look few in the eyes of the idolators and the idolators look few 
in the eyes of the Muslims. The idolators said, 



(These people (Muslims) are deceived by their religion.) because they thought that Muslims 
were so few. They believed, without doubt, that they would defeat the Muslims. Allah said, 



(But whoever puts his trust in Allah, then surely, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) Qatadah 
commented, "They saw a group of believers who came in defense of Allah's religion. We were 
informed that when he saw Muhammad and his Companions, Abu Jahl said, ' By Allah! After this 
day, they will never worship Allah!' He said this in viciousness and transgression." " Amir Ash- 
Sha' bi said, "Some people from Makkah were considering embracing Islam, but when they went 
with the idolatorsto Badr and saw how few the Muslims were, they said, 



(These people (Muslims) are deceived by their religion. 
Allah said next, 



(But whoever puts his trust in Allah), and relies on Hisgrace, 



(then surely, Allah is All-Mighty), and verily, those who take His side in the dispute are never 
overwhelmed, for His side is mighty, powerful and His authority is All-Great, 



(All-Wise) in all His actions, for He places everything in its rightful place, giving victory to those 
who deserve it and defeat to those who deserve it. 



(50. And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of those who disbelieve (at 
death); they smite their faces and their backs, (saying): "Taste the punishment of the blazing 
Fire. ") (51. "This is because of that which your hands forwarded. And verily, Allah is not unjust 
to His servants.") 

The Angels smite the Disbelievers upon capturing Their Souls 

Allah says, if you witnessed the angels capturing the souls of the disbelievers, you would 
witness a tremendous, terrible, momentous and awful matter, 



(they smite their faces and their backs), saying to them, 



("Taste the punishment of the blazing Fire. 
Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said that, 



(and their backs), refers to their back sides, as happened on the day of Badr. Ibn Jurayj also 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "When the idol at ors faced the Muslims in Badr , the Muslims smote 
their faces with swords. When they gave flight, the angels smote their rear ends." 

Although these Ayat are describing Badr, they are general in the case of every disbeliever. This 
is why Allah did not make His statement here restrictive to the disbelievers at Badr, 



(And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of those who disbelieve (at death); 
they smite their faces and their backs,) 



In Surat Al-Qital (or Muhammad chapter 47) there is a similar Ayah, as well as in Surat Al- 
An' am, 



(And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of death, while the angels 
are stretching forth their hands (saying): "Deliver your souls!") 6:93 

The angels stretch their hands and smite the disbelievers by Allah's command, since their souls 
refuse to leave their bodies, so they are taken out by force. This occurs when the angels give 
them the news of torment and Allah's anger. There is a Hadith narrated from Al-Bara' that when 
the angel of death attends the disbeliever at the time of death, he comes to him in a terrifying 
and disgusting shape, saying, "Get out, wicked soul, to fierce hot wind, boiling water and a 
shadow of black smoke." The disbeliever's soul then scatters throughout his body, but the 
angels retrieve it, just as a needle is retrieved from wet wool. In this case, veins and nerve 
cells will be still attached to the soul. Allah states here that angels bring news of the torment 
of the Fire to the disbelievers. Allah said next, 



(This is because of that which your hands forwarded.) meaning, this punishment is the 
recompense of the evil deeds that you have committed in the life of the world. This is your 
reckoning from Allah for your deeds, 



a(And verily, Allah is not unj ust to His servants.) 

Certainly, Allah does not wrong any of His creatures, for He is the Just, who never puts 
anything in an inappropriate place. Honored, Glorified, Exalted and Praised be He, the All- 
Rich, Worthy of all praise. Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger of Allah 
said; 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Exalted, said, '0 My servants! I have prohibited injustice for Myself, and made it 
prohibited to you between each other. Therefore, do not commit injustice against each other. 
My servants! It is your deeds that I am keeping count of, so whoever found something good, 
let him praise Allah for it. Whoever found other than that, has only himself to blame.) 

This is why Allah said, 



(52. Similar to the behavior of the people of Fif awn, and of those before them -- they 
rejected the Ayat of Allah, so Allah punished them for their sins. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, 
severe in punishment.) 

Allah says, 'The behavior of these rebellious disbelievers against what I sent you with, 
Muhammad, is similar to the behavior of earlier disbelieving nations. So We behaved with them 
according to Our Da'b, that is, Our behavior or custom and way, as We did with them with 
what We often do and decide concerning their likes, the denying people of Fif awn and the 
earlier nations who rejected the Messengers and disbelieved in Our Ayat,' 



(so Allah punished them for their sins.) 
Because of their sins, Allah destroyed them 



(Verily, Allah is All-Strong, severe in punishment, 
none can resist Him or escape His grasp. 



(53. That is so because Allah will never change a grace which He has bestowed on a people 
until they change what is in themselves. And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) (54. 
Smilar to the behavior of the people of Fir' awn, and those before them. They belied the Ayat 
of their Lord, so We destroyed them for their sins, and We drowned the people of Fir' awn for 
they were all wrongdoers.) 

Allah affirms His perfect justice and fairness in His decisions, for He decided that He will not 
change a bounty that He has granted someone, except on account of an evil that they 
committed. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, Allah will not change the (good) condition of a people as long as they do not change 
their state (of goodness) themselves. But when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be 
no turning it back, and they will find besides Him no protector.) 13:1 1 

Allah said next, 



(Smilar to the behavior of the people of Fir" awn,) meaning, He punished Fif awn and his kind, 
those who denied His Ayat. Allah destroyed them because of their sins, and took away the 
favors that He granted them, such as gardens, springs, plants, treasures and pleasant 
dwellings, as well as all of the delights that they enjoyed. Allah did not wrong them, but it is 
they who wronged themselves. 



(55. Verily, the worst of living creatures before Allah are those who disbelieve, -- so they shall 
not believe.) (56. They are those with whom you made a covenant, but they break their 
covenant every time and they do not have Taqwa.) (57. 3d if you gain the mastery over them in 
war, then disperse those who are behind them, so that they may learn a lesson.) 



Striking Hard against Those Who disbelieve and break the 

Covenants 

Allah states here that the worst moving creatures on the face of the earth are those who 
disbelieve, who do not embrace the faith, and break promises whenever they make a covenant, 
even when they vow to keep them, 



(and they do not have Taqwa) meaning they do not fear Allah regarding any of the sins they 
commit. 



(So if you gain the mastery over them in war), if you defeat them and have victory over them in 
war, 



(then disperse those who are behind them,) by severely punishing the captured people 
according to Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ibn 
* Uyaynah. This Ayah commands punishing them harshly and inflicting casualties on them. This 
way, other enemies, Arabs and non-Arabs, will be afraid and take a lesson from their end, 



(so that they may learn a lesson. ) 

As-Suddi commented, "They might be careful not to break treaties, so that they do not meet 
the same end." 



(58. If you fear treachery from any people, throw back (their covenant) to them (so as to be) 
on equal terms. Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous.) make a heading, Allah says to His 
Prophet , 



(If you fear from any people), with whom you have a treaty of peace, 



(treachery), and betrayal of peace treaties and agreements that you have conducted with 
them, 



(then throw back (their covenant) to them), meaning their treaty of peace. 



(on equal terms), informing them that you are severing the treaty. This way, you will be on 
equal terms, in that, you and they will be aware that a state of war exists between you and 
that the bilateral peace treaty is null and void, 



(Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous. ) This even includes treachery against the 
disbelievers. Imam Ahmad recorded that Salim bin ' Amir said, "IvLf awiyah was leading an army 



in Roman lands, at a time the bilateral peace treaty was valid. He wanted to go closer to their 
forces so that when the treaty of peace ended, he could invade them. An old man riding on his 
animal said, 'Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Great), Allahu Akbar! Be honest and stay away from 
betrayal.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever has a treaty of peace with a people, then he should not untie any part of it or tie it 
harder until the treaty reaches its appointed term. Or, he should declare the treaty null and 
void so that they are both on equal terms.) When Mif awiyah was informed of the Prophet's 
statement, he retreated. They found that man to be ' Amr bin ' Anbasah, may Allah be pleased 
with him." This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, 
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Hibban in hisSahih. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 



(59. And let not those who disbelieve think that they can outstrip (escape from the 
punishment). Verily, they will never be able to save themselves (from Allah's punishment).) 
(60. And make ready against them all you can of power, including steeds of war to threaten the 
enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others besides them, whom you may not know but whom 
Allah does know. And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah shall be repaid unto you, 
and you shall not be treated unjustly.) 



Making Preparations for War to strike Fear in the Hearts of the 

Enemies of Allah 



Allah says to His Prophet , in this Ayah, 



(those who disbelieve think that they can outstrip), Do not think that such disbelievers have 
escaped Us or that We are unable to grasp them. Rather, they are under the power of Our 
ability and in the grasp of Our will; they will never escape Us.' Allah also said, 



(Or think those who do evil deedsthat they can outstrip Us (escape Our punishment) Evil isthat 
which they judge!) 29:4 , 



(Consider not that the disbelievers can escape in the land. Their abode shall be the Fire, and 
worst indeed isthat destination.) 24:57 , and, 



(Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you. 
A brief enjoyment; then their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest.) 
3:196-197 

Allah commands Muslims to prepare for war against disbelievers, as much as possible, according 
to affordability and availability. Allah said, 



(And make ready against them all you can) whatever you can muster, 



(of power, including steeds of war). Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Uqbah bin ' Amir said that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah saying, while standing on the Minbar; 



(And make ready against them all you can of power,) 

« » 

(Verily, Power is shooting! Power is shooting.) 

Muslim collected this Hadith. 

Imam Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Horses are kept for one of three purposes; for some people they are a source of reward, for 
some others they are a means of shelter, and for some others they are a source of sin. The one 
for whom they are a source of reward, is he who keeps a horse for Allah's cause (Jihad) tying it 
with a long tether on a meadow or in a garden. The result is that whatever it eats from the 
area of the meadow or the garden where it is tied, will be counted as good deeds for his 
benefit; and if it should break its rope and jump over one or two hillocks then all its dung and 
its footmarks will be written as good deeds for him. If it passes by a river and drinks water 
from it, even though he had no intention of watering it, then he will get the reward for its 
drinking. Therefore, this type of horse is a source of good deeds for him. As for the man who 
tied his horse maintaining self - sufficiency and abstinence from begging, all the while not 
forgetting Allah's right concerning the neck and back of his horse, then it is a means of shelter 
for him. And a man who tied a horse for the sake of pride, pretense and showing enmity for 
Muslims, then this type of horse is a source of sins.) 

When Allah's Messenger was asked about donkeys, he replied, 



» 



« 



(Nothing has been revealed to me from Allah about them except these unique, comprehensive 
Ayat: 



(Then anyone who does an atom's weight of good, shall see it. And anyone who does an atom's 
weight of evil, shall see it.)) 99:7-8 " 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith, this is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(There are three reasons why horses are kept: A horse that is kept for Ar-Rahman (the Most 
Beneficent), a horse kept for Shaytan and a horse kept for the man. As for the horse kept for 
Ar-Rahman, it is the horse that is being kept for the cause of Allah (for Jihad), and as such, its 
food, dung and urine, etc., (he made mention of many things). As for the horse that is for 
Shaytan, it is one that is being used for gambling. As for the horse that is for man, it is the 
horse that one tethers, seeking its benefit. For him, this horse will be a shield against poverty.) 
oAl-Bukhari recorded that ' Urwah bin Abi Al-Ja' d Al-Bariqi said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Good will remain in the forelocks of horses until the Day of Resurrection, (that is) reward, and 
the spoils of war.) 

Allah said next, 



(to threaten), or to strike fear, 



(the enemy of Allah and your enemy), the disbelievers, 



(and others besidesthem), such as Ban i Qurayzah, according to Mujahid, or persians, according 
to As-Suddi. 



Muqatil bin Hayyan and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this Ayah refers to 
hypocrites, as supported by Allah's statement, 



(And among the bedouins around you, some are hypocrites, and so are some among the people 
of Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you know them not, We know them.) 9:101 . 

Allah said next, 



(And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah shall be repaid to you, and you shall not be 
treated unjustly.) 

Allah says, whatever you spend on Jihad will be repaid to you in full. 

We also mentioned Allah's statement, 



(The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah, is that of a grain (of corn); it 
grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He 
wills. And Allah is All-Sufficient for Hiscreatures' needs, All-Knower.) 2:261 



(61. But if they incline to peace, you also incline to it, and trust in Allah. Verily, He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.) (62. And if they intend to deceive you, then verily, Allah is All- 
Sufficient for you. He it is Who has supported you with His help and with the believers.) (63. 
And He has united their (believers') hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could 
not have united their hearts, but Allah has united them. Certainly He is All -Mighty, All-Wise.) 

The Command to Facilitate Peace when the Enemy seeks a Peaceful 

Resolution 

Allah says, if you fear betrayal from a clan of people, then sever the peace treaty with them, 
so that you both are on equal terms. If they continue being hostile and opposing you, then fight 
them, 



(But if they incline), and seek, 



(to peace), if they resort to reconciliation, and seek a treaty of non-hostility, 



(you also incline to it), and accept offers of peace from them. This is why when the pagans 
inclined to peace in the year of Hudaybiyah and sought cessation of hostilities for nine years, 
between them and the Messenger of Allah he accepted this from them, as well as, accepting 
other terms of peace they brought forth. ' Abdullah bin Al-lmam Ahmad recorded that ' Ali bin 
Abi Talib said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 

« 

(There will be disputes after me, so if you have away to end them in peace, then do so.) 
Allah said next, 



(and trust in Allah. ) Allah says, conduct a peace treaty with those who incline to peace, and 
trust in Allah. Verily, Allah will suffice for you and aid you even if they resort to peace as a 
trick, so that they gather and reorganize their forces, 



(then verily, Allah is All-Suf f icient for you). 



Reminding the Believers of Allah's Favor of uniting Them 

Allah mentioned His favor on the Prophet , in that He aided him with believers, the Muhajirin 
and the Ansar, 



(He it is Who has supported you with His help and with the believers. And He has united their 
hearts.) 

The Ayah says, ' it is Allah who gathered the believers' hearts, believing, obeying, aiding and 
supporting you -- Muhammad,' 



(If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts.) because of 
the enmity and hatred that existed between them. Before Islam, there were many wars 
between the Ansar tribes of Aws and Khazraj, and there were many causes to stir unrest 
between them. However, Allah ended all that evil with the light of faith, 



(And remember Allah's favor on you, for you were enemies one to another, but He united your 
hearts, so that, by His grace, you became brethren, and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, 
and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat clear to you, that you may be guided.) 
3:103 

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that when the Messenger of Allah gave a speech to the Ansar 
about the division of war booty collected in the battle of Hunayn, he said to them, 



» 



« 

(0 Ansar! Did I not find you misguided and Allah guided you by me, poor and Allah enriched you 
by me, and divided and Allah united you by me) Every question the Prophet asked them, they 
said, "Truly, the favor is from Allah and His Messenger." Allah said, 



(But Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 

He is the Most Formidable, and the hopes of those who have trust in Him, never end 
unanswered; Allah is All-Wise in all of His decisions and actions. 



(64. Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for the believers who follow you.) (65. O 
Prophet! Urge the believersto fight. If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will 
overcome two hundred, and if there be a hundred steadfast persons they will overcome a 
thousand of those who disbelieve, because they (the disbelievers) are people who do not 
understand.) (66. Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knows that there is weakness in 
you. 3d if there are of you a hundred steadfast persons, they shall overcome two hundred, and 
if there are a thousand of you, they shall overcome two thousand by the leave of Allah. And 
Allah is with the patient.) 

Encouraging Believersto fight in Jihad; the Good News that a Few 
Muslims can overcome a Superior Enemy Force 

Allah encourages His Prophet and the believers to fight and struggle against the enemy, and 
wage war against their forces. Allah affirms that He will suffice, aid, support, and help the 
believers against their enemies, even if their enemies are numerous and have sufficient 
supplies, while the believers are few. Allah said, 



(0 Prophet! Urge the believersto fight), encouraged and called them to fight. The Messenger 
of Allah used to encourage the Companions to fight when they faced the enemy. On the day of 
Badr when the idolatorscame with their forces and supplies, he said to his Companions, 



« » 



(Get ready and march forth towardsa Paradise as wide asthe heavens and earth.) 
' Umayr bin Al-Humam said, "As wide asthe heavens and earth" The Messenger said, 

« » 

(Yes) * Umayr said, "Excellent! Excellent!" The Messenger asked him, 

« : » 

(What makes you say, 'Excellent! Excellent!') He said, "The hope that I might be one of its 
dwellers." The Prophet said, 



« » 

(You are one of its people.) Umayr went ahead, broke the scabbard of his sword, took some 
dates and started eating from them. He then threw the dates from his hand, saying, "Verily, if I 
lived until I finished eating these dates, then it is indeed a long life." He went ahead, fought 
and was killed, may Allah be pleased with him. 

Allah said next, commanding the believers and conveying good news to them, 



(If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will overcome two hundred, and if 
there be a hundred steadfast persons, they will overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve.) 

The Ayah says, one Muslim should endure ten disbelievers. Allah abrogated this part later on, 
but the good news remained. 'Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said that Jarir bin Hazim narrated to 
them that, Az-Zubayr bin Al-Khirrit narrated to him, from ' Ikrimah, from Ibn 'Abbas, "When 
this verse was revealed, 



(If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will overcome two hundred...) it 
became difficult for the Muslims, when Allah commanded that one Muslim is required to endure 
ten idolators. Soon after, this matter was made easy, 



(Now Allah has lightened your (task)), until, 



(they shall overcome two hundred. ..) 

Allah lowered the number of adversaries that Muslims are required to endure , and thus, 
made the required patience less, compatible to the decrease in numbers." Al-Bukhari recorded 
a similar narration from Ibn Al-Mubarak. Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that Ibn * Abbas said, 
"When this Ayah was revealed, it was difficult for the Muslims, for they thought it was 
burdensome since twenty should fight two hundred, and a hundred against a thousand. Allah 
made this ruling easy for them and abrogated this Ayah with another Ayah, 



(Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knowsthat there is weakness in you...) 

Thereafter, if Muslims were half as many as their enemy, they were not allowed to run away 
from them. If the Muslims were fewer than that, they were not obligated to fight the 
disbelievers and thus allowed to avoid hostilities." 



(67. It is not (fitting) for a Prophet that he should have prisoners of war until he has fought (his 
enemies thoroughly) in the land. You desire the goods of this world, but Allah desires (for you) 
the Hereafter. And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) (68. Were it not a previous ordainment from 
Allah, a severe torment would have touched you for what you took.) (69. 3d enjoy what you 
have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good, and have Taqwa of Allah. Certainly, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, "The Prophet asked the people for their opinion about 
the prisoners of war of Badr, saying, 



« » 

(Allah has made you prevail above them.) ' Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up and said, ' Allah's 
Messenger! Cut off their necks,' but the Prophet turned away from him. The Messenger of Allah 
again asked, 



» 



« 



(0 people! Allah has made you prevail over them, and only yesterday, they were your 
brothers.) 'Umar again stood up and said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Cut off their necks.' The 
Prophet ignored him and asked the same question again and he repeated the same answer. Abu 
Bakr As-Sddiq stood up and said, " Allah's Messenger! I think you should pardon them and set 
them free in return for ransom.' Thereupon the grief on the face of Allah's Messenger vanished. 
He pardoned them and accepted ransom for their release. Allah, the Exalted and Most 
Honored, revealed this verse, 



(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah, a severe torment would have touched you for 
what you took)." 

" Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah...), 

"In the Preserved Book, that war spoils and prisoners of war will be made allowed for you, 



(would have touched you for what you took), because of the captives. 



(a severe torment.) Allah, the Exalted said next, 



(So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good)." eAI-' Awfi also reported this 
statement from Ibn 'Abbas. A similar statement was collected from Abu Hurayrah, Ibn Mas' ud, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ata', Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah and Al-A' mash. They all stated that, 



(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah. .) refers to allowing the spoils of war for this 
Ummah. 

Supporting this view is what the Two Sahihs recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I have been given five things which were not given to any Prophet before me. (They are:) Allah 
made me victorious by awe, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one month's 
journey. The earth has been made a place for praying and a purifyer for me. The booty has 
been made lawful for me, yet it = was not lawful for anyone else before me. I have been given 
the right of intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). Every Prophet used to be sent to his 
people only, but I have been sent to all mankind.) 

Al-A' mash narrated that Abu Salih said that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 
« » 



(War booty was never allowed for any among mankind except us.) Abu Hurayrah said; This is 
why Allah the Most High said, 



(So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good.) 

The Muslims then took the ransom for their captives. In his Sunan, Imam Abu Dawud recorded 
that Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah fixed four hundred (Dirhams) in ransom from 
the people of Jahiliyyah in the aftermath of Badr. The majority of the scholars say that the 
matter of prisoners of war is up to the Imam. If he decides, he can have them killed, such as in 
the case of Bani Qurayzah. If he decides, he can accept a ransom for them, as in the case of 
the prisoners of Badr, or exchange them for Muslim prisoners. The Messenger exchanged a 
woman and her daughter who were captured by Salamah bin Al-Akwa' , for exchange of some 
Muslims who were captured by the idolators, or if he decides he can take the prisoner as a 
captives. 



(70. Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your hands: "If Allah knows any good in your 
hearts, He will give you something better than what has been taken from you, and He will 
forgive you, and Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (71. But if they intend to betray you, 
they indeed betrayed Allah before. So He gave (you) power over them. And Allah is All-Knower, 
All -Wise.) 

Pagan Prisoners at Badr were promised better than what They lost, 
if They become Righteous in the Future 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said that before the battle of Badr, 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I have come to know that some people from Bani Hashim and others were forced to 
accompany the pagans, although they had no desire to fight us. Therefore, whoever meets any 
of them (Bani Hashim), do not kill him. Whoever meets Abu Al-Bukhtari bin Hisham, should not 
kill him. Whoever meets AI-* Abbas bin ' Abdul-Muttalib, let him not kill him, for he was forced 
to come (with the pagan army).) Abu Hudhayfah bin 'Utbah said, "Shall we kill our fathers, 
children, brothers and tribesmen (from Quraysh), and leave Al-' Abbas By Allah! If I meet him, I 
will kill him with the sword." When this reached the Messenger of Allah , he said to " Umar bin 
Al-Khattab, 



« » 

(0 Abu Hafsl), and ' Umar said, "By Allah that was the first time that the Messenger of Allah 
called me Abu Hafs." 



« » 

(Will the face of the Messenger of Allahs's uncle be struck with the sword) " Umar said, "O 
Allah's Messenger! Give me permission to cut off his neck (meaning Abu Hudhayfah) for he has 
fallen into hypocrisy, by Allah!" Ever since that happened, Abu Hudhayfah used to say, "By 
Allah! I do not feel safe from this statement coming back to haunt me, and I will continue to 
fear its repercussions, unless Allah, the Exalted, forgives me for it through martyrdom." Abu 
Hudhayfah was martyred during the battle of Al-Yamamah, may Allah be pleased with him. 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "On the eve after Badr, the Messenger of Allah spent the first part of the night 
awake, while the prisoners were bound. His Companions said to him, * O Allah's Messenger! Why 
do you not sleep' AI-' Abbas had been captured by a man from Al-Ansar, and the Messenger of 
Allah said to them, 



« » 

(I heard the cries of pain from my uncle Al-' Abbas, because of his shackles, so untie him.) 
When his uncle stopped crying from pain, Allah's Messenger went to sleep." In his Sahih, Al- 
Bukhari recorded a Hadith from Musa bin ' Uqbah who said that Ibn Shihab said that Anas bin 
Malik said that some men from Al-Ansar said to the Messenger of Allah , "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Give us permission and we will set free our maternal cousin AI-' Abbas without taking ransom 
from him." He said, 



« » 



(No, by Allah! Do not leave any Dirham of it.) And from Yunus Bikkir, from Muhammad bin 
Ishaq, from Yazid bin Ruwman, from ' Urwah, from Az-Zuhri that several people said to him, 
"The Quraysh sent to the Messenger of Allah concerning ransoming their prisoners, and each 
tribe paid what was required for their prisoners. AI-' Abbas said, ' Allah's Messenger! I became 
a Muslims before.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah knows if you are Muslim! If what you are claiming is true, then Allah will compensate 
you. As for your outward appearance, it was against us. Therefore, ransom yourself, as well as, 
your nephews Nawfal bin Al-Harith bin x Abdul-Muttalib and " Aqi I bin Abu Talib bin * Abdul- 
Muttalib, and also your ally ' Utbah bin * Amr, from Bani Al-Harith bin Fihr.) Al-' Abbas said, 'I 
do not have that (money), Allah's Messenger!' The Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(What about the wealth that you and Umm Al-Fadl buried, and you said to her, ' If I am killed in 
this battle, then this money that I buried is for my children Al-Fadl, ' Abdullah and Quthm) Al- 
' Abbas said, ' By Allah, Allah's Messenger! I know that you are Allah's Messenger, for this is a 
thing that none except Umm Al-Fadl and I knew. However, Allah's Messenger! Could you 
count towards my ransom the twenty Uwqiyah (pertaining to a weight) that you took from me 
(in the battle)' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(No, for that was money that Allah made as war spoils for us from you). 

So AI-* Abbas ransomed himself, his two nephews and an ally, and Allah revealed this verse, 



(0 Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts, 
He will give you something better than what has been taken from you, and He will forgive you, 
and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 8:70 Al-' Abbas commented, 'After I became 
Muslim, Allah gave me twenty servants in place of the twenty Uwqiyah I lost. And I hope for 
Allah's forgiveness." 

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded, that Anas bin Malik said, "The Prophet was brought 
some wealth from Bahrain and said; 



« » 



(Distribute it in my Masjid) and it was the biggest amount of goods Allah's Messenger had ever 
received. He left for prayer and did not even look at the goods. After finishing the prayer, he 
sat by those goods and gave some of it to everybody he saw. Al-' Abbas came to him and said, 
'0 Allah's Messenger! give me (something) too, because I gave ransom for myself and Aq i I . ' 
Allah's Messenger told him to take. So he stuffed his garment with it and tried to carry it away 
but he failed to do so. He said, ' Order someone to help me in lifting it.' The Prophet refused. 
He then said to the Prophet , 'Will you please help me to lift it' Allah's Messenger refused. 
Then AI-' Abbas dropped some of it and lifted it on his shoulders and went away. Allah's 
Messenger kept on watching him till he disappeared from his sight and was astonished at his 
greediness. Allah's Messenger did not get up until the last coin was distributed." Al-Bukhari also 
collected this Hadith in several places of his Sahih with an abridged chain, in a manner 
indicating hisapproral of it. 

Allah said, 



(But if they intend to betray you, they indeed betrayed Allah before) meaning, 



(But if they intend to betray you) in contradiction to what they declare to you by words. 



(they indeed betrayed Allah before), the battle of Badr by committing disbelief in Him, 



(So He gave (you) power over them), causing them to be captured in Badr, 



(And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) 

He is Ever Aware of his actions and All-Wise in what He decides. 



(72. Verily, those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard and fought with their property 
and their lives in the cause of Allah as well as those who gave (them) asylum and help, -- these 
are (all) allies to one another. And as to those who believed but did not emigrate, you owe no 
duty of protection to them until they emigrate, but if they seek your help in religion, it is your 
duty to help them except against a people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance; 
and Allah isthe All-Seer of what you do.) 

The Muhajirin and Al-Ansar are the Supporters of One Another 

Here Allah mentions the types of believers, dividing them into the Muhajirin, who left their 
homes and estates, emigrating to give support to Allah and His Messenger to establish His 
religion. They gave up their wealth and themselves in this cause. There are also the Ansar, the 
Muslims of Al-Madinah, who gave asylum to their Muhajirin brethren in their own homes and 
comforted them with their wealth. They also gave aid to Allah and His Messenger by fighting 
alongside the Muhajirun. Certainly they are, 



(allies to one another), for each one of them has more right to the other than anyone else. This 
is why Allah's Messenger forged ties of brotherhood between the Muhajirin and Ansar, as Al- 
Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas. They used to inherit from each other, having more right to 
inheritance than the deceased man's relatives, until Allah abrogated that practice with the 
fixed share for near relatives. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The Muhajirun and Al-Ansar are the supporters of each other, while the Tulaqa' of Quraysh 
(whom the Prophet set free after conquering Makkah) and 'Utaqa' from Thaqif (whom the 
Prophet set free from captivity after the battle of Hunayn) are supporters of each other until 
the Day of Resurrection. ) 

Only Ahmad collected this Hadith. 

Allah praised the Muhajirin and the Ansar in several Ayat of His Book and His Messenger (also 
praised them too). Allah said, 



(And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun and the Ansar and also those who 
followed them exactly. Allah is well -pi eased with them as they are well-pleased with Him. He 
has prepared for them gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise).) 9:100 , k 



(Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar who followed him in the time of 
distress.) 9:117 , and, 



((And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor Muhajirin, who were expelled from their 
homes and their property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His) good pleasure, and helping 
Allah and His Messenger. Such are indeed the truthful. And those who, before them, had homes 
(in Al-Madinah) and adopted the faith, love those who emigrate to them, and have no jealousy 
in their breasts for that which they have been given, and give them (emigrants) preference 
over themselves even though they were in need of that) 59:8-9 . 

The best comment on Allah's statement, 



(...and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they have been given) is that it means, 
they do not envy the Muhajirin for the rewards that Allah gave them for their emigration. 
These Ayat indicate that the Muhajirin are better in grade than the Ansar, and there is a 
consensus on this ruling among the scholars. 

The Believers Who did not emigrate did not yet receive the 

Benefits of Wilayah 

Allah said, 



(And as to those who believed but did not emigrate, you owe no duty of protection to them 
until they emigrate,) 8:72. 

This is the third category of believers, those who believed, but did not perform Hijrah and 
instead remained in their areas. They do not have any share in the war booty or in the fifth 
designated for Allah and His Messenger, the relatives of the Prophet , the orphans, the poor 
and the wayfarer , unlessthey attend battle. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah bin Al-Hasib Al-Aslami said, "When the Messenger of Allah 
would send a commander with an expedition force or an army, he would advise him to have 
Taqwaof Allah and be kind to the Muslims under his command. He used to say, 



» 



« 

(Fight in the Name of Allah, in the cause of Allah. Fight those who disbelieve in Allah. When 
you meet your Mushrik enemy, then call them to one of three choices, and whichever they 
agree to, then accept it and turn away from them. Call them to embrace Islam, and if they 
agree, accept it from them and turn away from them. Then call them to leave their area and 
come to areas in which the Muhajirin reside. Make known to them that if they do this, they will 
have the rights, as well as, the duties of the Muhajirin. If they refuse and decide to remain in 
their area, make known to them that they will be just like Muslim bedouins, and that Allah's 
law applies to them just as it does to all believers. However, they will not have a share in the 
war booty or Fai' (booty without war), unless they perform Jihad along with Muslims. If they 
refuse all of this, then call them to pay the Jizyah, and if they accept, then take it from them 
and turn away from them. If they refuse all these three options, then trust in Allah and fight 
them.) 

Muslim collected this Hadith. 

Allah said next, 



(But if they seek your help in religion, it is your duty to help them.) 

Allah commands, if these bedouins, who did not perform Hijrah, ask you to aid them against 
their enemy, then aid them. It is incumbent on you to aid them in this case, because they are 
your brothers in Islam, unless they ask you to aid them against disbelievers with whom you 
have a fixed-term treaty of peace. In that case, do not betray your treaties or break your 
promises with those whom you have treaties of peace. Thiswas reported from Ibn x Abbas. 



(73. And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so 
(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the earth, and great corruption.) 



The Disbelievers are Allies of Each Other; the Muslims are not their 

Allies 



After Allah mentioned that the believers are the supporters of one another, He severed all ties 
of support between them and the disbelievers. In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that 
Usamah said that the Prophet said, 



» 

« 

(No followers of two religions inherit from each other. Therefore, neither a Muslim inherits 
from a disbeliever nor a disbeliever from a Muslim.) 

The Prophet recited this Ayah, 



(And those who disbelieve are supporters of one another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so 
(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the earth, and great corruption.) Al-Hakim said, 
"Its chain is Sahih, and they did not record it." However, the following, from Usamah bin Zayd, 
is in the Two Sahihs; the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Neither a Muslim inherits from a disbeliever nor a disbeliever inherits from a Muslim.) 
Allah said next, 



(If you do not do so, there will be Fitnah and oppression on the earth, and a great corruption), 
meaning, if you do not shun the idolators and offer your loyalty to the believers, Fitnah will 
overcome the people. Then confusion polytheism and corruption will be rampant, for the 
believers will be mixed with disbelievers, resulting in tremendous, widespread trials 
corruption and mischief between people. 



(74. And those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard in the cause of Allah (Al-Jihad), as 
well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid -- these are the believers in truth, for them is 
forgiveness and a generous provision.) (75. And those who believed afterwards, and emigrated 
and strove hard along with you, they are of you. But kindred by blood are nearer to one 
another (regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained by Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower 
of everything.) 



Believers in Truth 

After Allah affirmed the ruling of loyalty and protection between the believers in this life, He 
then mentioned their destination in the Hereafter. Allah also affirmed the faith of the 
believers, just as mentioned in the beginning of this Surah, and that He will reward them with 
forgiveness and by erasing their sins, if they have any. He also promised them honorable 
provisions that are abundant, pure, everlasting and eternal; provisions that never end or run 
out, nor will they ever cause boredom, for they are delightful and come in great varieties. 
Allah then mentioned that those who follow the path of the believers in faith and performing 
good deeds, will be with them in the Hereafter. Just as Allah said, 



(And the foremost to embrace Islam...) 9:100 , until the end of the Ayah. He also said, 



(And those who came after them ...) 59:10 . 

A Hadith that is in the Two Sahihs, which is Mutawatir and has several authentic chains of 
narrations, mentionsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(One will be in the company of those whom he loves.) Another Hadith states, 



« » 

(He who loves a people is one of them), and in another narration, he said, 

« » 

(...will be gathered with them (on the Day of Resurrection).) 

Inheritance is for Designated Degrees of Relatives 

Allah said, 



(But kindred by blood are nearer to one another (regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained 
by Allah), meaning, in Allah's decision. This Ayah encompasses all relatives, not only the 
degrees of relative who do not have a fixed, designated share in the inheritance, as some 
people claim and use this Ayah to argue. According to Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and several others, this Ayah abrogated inheriting from those with whom one had ties 
of treaties or brotherhood, as was the case in the beginning of Islam. So it applies to all 
relatives, and as for those who do not inherit, then this is supported by the Hadith, 



» 

« 

(Indeed Allah had allot ed every right to the one who deserves it, so there may be no will for an 
heir.) 

Therefore, this Ayah also includes those who have a fixed share of inheritance. Allah knows 
best. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anfal, all praise and thanks are for Allah, in Him we 
trust, and He is sufficient for us, what an excellent supporter He is. 



The Tafsir of Surat At-Tawbah 

(Chapter - 9) 

Which Was Revealed in Al-Madinah 



(1. Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and His Messenger () to those of the 
Mushrikin (idolaters), with whom you made a treaty.) (2. 3d travel freely (0 Mushrikin) for four 
months (as you will) throughout the land, but know that you cannot escape (from the 
punishment of) Allah; and Allah will disgrace the disbelievers.) 

Why there is no Basmalah in the Beginning of This Surah 

This honorable Surah (chapter 9) was one of the last Surahs to be revealed to the Messenger of 
Allah . Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The last Ayah to be revealed was, 



(They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah.") 4:176 , while 
the last Surah to be revealed was Bara'ah." The Basmalah was not mentioned in the beginning 
of this Surah because the Companions did not write it in the complete copy of the Qur'an 
(Mushaf) they collected, following the Commander of the faithful, ' Uthman bin ' Affan, may 
Allah be pleased with him. The first part of this honorable Surah was revealed to the Messenger 
of Allah when he returned from the battle of Tabuk, during the Hajj season, which the Prophet 
thought about attending. But he remembered that the idolators would still attend that Hajj, as 
was usual in past years, and that they perform Tawaf around the House while naked. He 
disliked to associate with them and sent Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, to 
lead Hajj that year and show the people their rituals, commanding him to inform the idolators 
that they would not be allowed to participate in Hajj after that season. He commanded him to 
proclaim, 



(Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and His Messenger ()...), to the people. 
When Abu Bakr had left, the Messenger sent 'AM bin Abu Talib to be the one to deliver this 
news to the idolators on behalf of the Messenger , for he was the Messenger's cousin. We will 
mention this story later. 



Publicizing the Disavowal of the Idolators 

Allah said, 



(Freedom from obligations from Allah and His Messenger ()), is a declaration of freedom from 
all obligations from Allah and His Messenger , 



(to those of the Mushrikin, with whom you made a treaty. 3d travel freely (Mushrikin) for four 
months (as you will) throughout the land) 9:1-2 . This Ayah refers to idolators who had 
indefinite treaties and those, whose treaties with Muslims ended in less than four months. The 
terms of these treaties were restricted to four months only. As for those whose term of peace 
ended at a specific date later (than the four months), then their treaties would end when their 
terms ended, no matter how long afterwards, for Allah said, 



(So fulfill their treaty for them until the end of their term) 9:4 . So whoever had a coventant 
with Allah's Messenger then it would last until its period expired, this was reported from 
Muhammad bin Ka* b Al-Qurazi and others. We will also mention a Hadith on this matter. Abu 
Ma' shar Al-Madani said that Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi and several others said, "The 
Messenger of Allah sent Abu Bakr to lead the Hajj rituals on the ninth year (of Hijrah). He also 
sent Al i bin Abi Talib with thirty or forty Ayat from Bara'ah (At-Tawbah), and he recited them 
to the people, giving the idolators four months during which they freely move about in the 
land. He recited these Ayat on the day of ' Arafah (ninth of Dhul-Hij j ah). The idolators were 
given twenty more days (till the end) of Dhul-Hij j ah, Muharram, Safar, Rabr Al-Awwal and ten 
days from Rabr Ath-Thani. He proclaimed to them in their camping areas, ' No Mushrik will be 
allowed to perform Hajj after this year, nor a naked person to perform Tawaf around the 
House.'" So Allah said, 



(3. And a declaration from Allah and His Messenger to mankind on the greatest day of Hajj that 
Allah is free from obligations to the Mushrikin and so is His Messenger. So if you repent, it is 
better for you, but if you turn away, then know that you cannot escape Allah. And give tidings 
of a painful torment for those who disbelieve. ) 



Allah says, this is a declaration, 



(from Allah and His Messenger), and a preface warning to the people, 



(on the greatest day of Hajj), the day of Sacrifice, the best and most apparent day of the Hajj 
rituals, during which the largest gathering confers. 



(that Allah is free from (all) obligations to the Mushrikin and so is His Messenger.) also free 
from all obligationsto them. Allah next invitesthe idolatorsto repent, 



(So if you repent), from the misguidance and Shirk you indulge in, 



(it is better for you, but if you turn away), and persist on your ways, 



(then know that you cannot escape Allah) Rather, Allah is capable over you, and you are all in 
His grasp, under His power and will, 



(And give tidings of a painful torment for those who disbelieve) earning them disgrace and 
affliction in this life and the torment of chains and barbed iron bars in the Hereafter. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "Abu Bakr sent me during that Hajj with those 
dispatched on the day of Sacrifice to declare in Mina that no Mushrik will be allowed to attend 
Hajj after that year, nor will a naked person be allowed to perform Tawaf." Humayd said, "The 
Prophet then sent Al i bin Abi Talib and commanded him to announce Bara'ah," Abu Hurayrah 
said, "AM publicized Bara'ah with us to the gathering in Mina on the day of Sacrifice, declaring 
that no Mushrik shall perform Hajj after that year, nor shall a naked person perform Tawaf 
around the House." Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith the this narration of which, Abu 
Hurayrah said, "On the day of Nahr, Abu Bakr sent me along with other announcers to Mina to 
make a public announcement that ' No pagan is allowed to perform Hajj after this year, and no 
naked person is allowed to perform the Tawaf around the Ka'bah.' Abu Bakr was leading the 
people in that Hajj season, and in the year of 'The Farewell Hajj' when the Prophet performed 
Hajj, no Mushrik performed Hajj.'" This is the narration that Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book on 
Jihad. Muhammad bin Ishaq reported a narration from Abu Ja' far Muhammad bin Al i bin Al- 
Husayn who said, "When Bara'ah was revealed to Allah's Messenger , and he had sent Abu Bakr 
to oversee the Hajj rites for the people, he was asked, ' Messenger of Allah! Why not send 
this message to Abu Bakr' So he said, 

« » 

(It will not be accepted to have been from me if it is not from a man from my family.) Then he 
called for ' AM and said to him, 



» 



« 



(Take this section from the beginning of Bara'ah and proclaim to the people on the day of the 
Sacrifice while they are gathered at Mina that no disbeliever will enter Paradise, no idolator 
will be permitted to perform Hajj after the year, there will be no Tawaf while naked, and 
whoever has a covenant with Allah's Messenger, then it shall be valid until the time of its 
expiration.) Al i rode the camel of Allah's Messenger named Al-' Adba' until he caught up with 
Abu Bakr in route. When Abu Bakr saw him he said, 'Are you here as a commander or a 
follower.' Al i replied, ' A follower.' They continued on. Abu Bakr lead the people in Hajj while 
the Arabs were camping in their normal locations from Jahiliyyah. On the day of Sacrifice, ' AM 
bin Abi Talib stood and proclaimed, ' O people! No disbeliever will be admitted into Paradise, 
no idolator will be permitted to perform Hajj next year, there shall be no Tawaf while naked, 



and whoever has a covenant with Allah's Messenger , then it shall be valid until its time of 
expiration.' So no idolator performed Hajj after that year, Tawaf around the House while naked 
ceased. Then they returned to Allah's Messenger . So this was the declaration of innocence, 
whoever among the idolators had no treaty, then he had a treaty of peace for one year, if he 
had a particular treaty, then it was valid until its date of expiration." 



(4. Except those of the Mushrikin with whom you have a treaty, and who have not subsequently 
failed you in aught, nor have supported anyone against you. So fulfill their treaty for them until 
the end of their term. Surely, Allah loves those who have Taqwa.) 



Existing Peace Treaties remained valid until the End of Their Term 

This is an exception regulating the longest extent of time for those who have a general treaty - 
with out time mentioned - to four months. They would have four months to travel the lands in 
search of sanctuary for themselves wherever they wish. Those whose treaty mentioned a 
specifec limited term, then the longest it would extend was to the point of its agreed upon 
termination date. Hadiths in this regard preceeded. So anyone who had a treaty with Allah's 
Messenger , it lasted until its specific termination date. However, those in this category were 
required to refrain from breaking the terms of the agreement with Muslims and from helping 
non-Muslims against Muslims. This is the type whose peace agreement with Muslims was carried 
out to its end. Allah encouraged honoring such peace treaties, saying, 



(Surely, Allah lovesthose who have Taqwa) 9:4 , who keep their promises. 



(5. So when the Sacred Months have passed, then fight the Mushrikin wherever you find them, 
and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush. But if 



they repent and perform the Salah, and give the Zakah, then leave their way free. Verily, Allah 
is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

This is the Ayah of the Sword 

Mujahid, ' Amr bin Shif ayb, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Qatadah, As-Suddi and * Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said that the four months mentioned in this Ayah are the four-month grace 
period mentioned in the earlier Ayah, 



(So travel freely for four monthsthroughout the land.) Allah said next, 



(So when the Sacred Months have passed...), meaning, 'Upon the end of the four months 
during which We prohibited you from fighting the idolators, and which is the grace period We 
gave them, then fight and kill the idolators wherever you may find them.' Allah's statement 
next, 



(then fight the Mushrikin wherever you find them), means, on the earth in general, except for 
the Sacred Area, for Allah said, 



(And fight not with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram, unless they fight you there. But if they attack 
you, then fight them. ) 2:191 Allah said here, 



(and capture them), executing some and keeping some as prisoners, 



(and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush), do not wait until you 
find them. Rather, seek and besiege them in their areas and forts, gather intelligence about 
them in the various roads and fairways so that what is made wide looks ever smaller to them. 
Thisway, they will have no choice, but to die or embrace Islam, 



(But if they repent and perform the Salah, and give the Zakah, then leave their way free. 
Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Abu Bakr As-Siddiq used this and other honorable 
Ayat as proof for fighting those who refrained from paying the Zakah. These Ayat allowed 
fighting people unless, and until, they embrace Islam and implement its rulings and obligations. 
Allah mentioned the most important aspects of Islam here, including what is less important. 
Surely, the highest elements of Islam after the Two Testimonials, are the prayer, which is the 
right of Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, then the Zakah, which benefits the poor and needy. 
These are the most honorable acts that creatures perform, and this is why Allah often mentions 
the prayer and Zakah together. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn ' Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(I have been commanded to fight the people until they testify that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establish the prayer and 
pay the Zakah.) This honorable Ayah (9:5) was called the Ayah of the Sword, about which Ad- 
Dahhak bin Muzahim said, "It abrogated every agreement of peace between the Prophet and 
any idolator, every treaty, and every term." AI-'Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas commented: "No 
idolator had any more treaty or promise of safety ever since Surah Bara'ah was revealed. The 
four months, in addition to, all peace treaties conducted before Bara'ah was revealed and 
announced had ended by the tenth of the month of Rabr Al-Akhir." 



(6. And if anyone of the Mushrikin seeks your protection then grant him protection so that he 
may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur'an) and then escort him to where he can be secure, that is 
because they are men who know not.) 



Idolators are granted Safe Passage if They seek It 

Allah said to His Prophet, peace be upon him, 



(And if anyone of the Mushrikin), whom you were commanded to fight and We allowed you 
their blood and property,' 



(seeks your protection), asked you for safe passage, then accept his request until he hears the 
Words of Allah, the Qur'an. Recite the Qur'an to him and mention a good part of the religion 
with which you establish Allah's proof against him, 



(and then escort him to where he can be secure) and safe, until he goes back to his land, his 
home, and area of safety, 



(that is because they are men who know not.) The Ayah says, 'We legislated giving such people 
safe passage so that they may learn about the religion of Allah, so that Allah's call will spread 
among Hisservants. Ibn Abi Najih narrated that Mujahid said that this Ayah, "Refersto someone 
who comes to you to hear what you say and what was revealed to you (0 Muhammad). 
Therefore, he is safe until he comes to you, hears Allah's Words and then proceeds to the safe 
area where he came from." The Messenger of Allah used to thereafter grant safe passage to 
those who came to him for guidance or to deliver a message. On the day of Hudaybiyyah, 
several emissaries from Quraysh came to him, such as ' Urwah bin Mas' ud, Mikraz bin Hafs, 
Suhayl bin ' Amr and several others. They came mediating between him and the Quraysh 
pagans. They witnessed the great respect the Muslims had for the Prophet , which astonished 
them, for they never before saw such respect for anyone, kings nor czars. They went back to 
their people and conveyed this news to them; this, among other reasons, was one reason that 
most of them accepted the guidance. When Musaylimah the Liar sent an emissary to the 
Messenger of Allah, he asked him, "Do you testify that Musaylimah is a messenger from Allah" 
He said, "Yes." The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(I would have cut off your head, if it was not that emissaries are not killed.) That man, Ibn An- 
Nawwahah, was later beheaded when " Abdullah bin Mas' ud was the governor of Al-Kufah. 
When it became known that he still testified that Musaylimah was a messenger from Allah, Ibn 
Mas' ud summoned him and said to him, "You are not delivering a message now!" He 
commanded that Ibn An-Nawwahah be decapitated, may Allah curse him and deprive him of His 
mercy. In summary, those who come from a land at war with Muslims to the area of Islam, 
delivering a message, for business transactions, to negotiate a peace treaty, to pay the Jizyah, 
to offer an end to hostilities, and so forth, and request safe passage from Muslim leaders or 
their deputies, should be granted safe passage, as long as they remain in Muslim areas, until 
they go back to their land and sanctuary. 



(7. How can there be a covenant with Allah and with His Messenger for the Mushrikin except 
those with whom you made a covenant near Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) 3d long asthey are 
true to you, stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves those who have Taqwa.) 



Affirming the Disavowel of the Idolators 

Allah mentions the wisdom in dissolving all obligations to the idolators and giving them a four 
month period of safety, after which they will meet the sharp sword wherever they are found, 



(How can there be a covenant for the Mushrikin), a safe resort and refuge, while they persist in 
Shirk with Allah, and disbelief in Him and His Messenger, 



(except those with whom you made a covenant near Al-Masjid Al-Haram), on the day of 
Hudaybiyyah. Allah said in another Ayah concerning the day of Hudaybiyyah , 



(They are the ones who disbelieved and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram and detained 
the sacrificial animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice.) 48:25 Allah said next, 



(So long as they are true to you, stand you true to them.), if they keep the terms of the 
treaties you conducted with them, including peace between you and them for ten years, 



(then stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves those who have Taqwa.) The Messenger of 
Allah and the Muslims preserved the terms of the treaty with the people of Makkah from the 
month of Dhul-Qa'dah in the sixth year of Hijrah , until the Quraysh broke it and helped their 
allies, Banu Bakr, against Khuza'ah, the allies of Allah's Messenger . Aided by the Quraysh, 
Banu Bakr killed some of Bani Khuza' ah in the Sacred Area! The Messenger of Allah led an 
invasion army in the month of Ramadan, of the eighth year, and Allah opened the Sacred Area 
for him to rule over them, all thanks are due to Allah. The Messenger of Allah freed the 
Quraysh who embraced Islam after they were overpowered and defeated. These numbered 
around two thousands, and they were refered to by the name 'Tulaqa' afterwards. Those 
among them who remained in disbelief and ran away from Allah's Messenger were sent promises 
of safe refuge for four months, during which they were allowed to move about freely. They 
included Safwan bin Umayyah, Mkrimah bin Abi Jahl and many others. Allah later on guided 
them to Islam, and they became excellent believers. Surely, Allah is worthy of all praise for all 
His actions and decrees. 



(8. How When if you are overpowered by them, they regard not the ties, either of kinship, (III) 
or of covenant (Dhimmah) With their mouths they please you, but their hearts are averse to 
you, and most of them are rebellious.) 

Allah encourages the believers to show enmity to the idolators and 

to dissociate from them, affirming that they do not deserve to 

enjoy a covenant of peace, because of their Shirk in Allah and 

disbelief in Allah's Messenger . 

If these disbelievers have a chance to defeat Muslims, they will cause great mischief, leave 
nothing unharmed, disregard the ties of kinship and the sanctity of their vows. Al i bin Abi 
Talhah, ' Ikrimah and AI-'Awfi narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "III means kinship, while, 
Dhimmah means covenant." Ad-Dahhak and As- Suddi said similarly. 



(9. They have purchased with the Ayat of Allah a little gain, and they hindered men from His 
way; evil indeed is that which they used to do.) (10. With regard to a believer, they respect 
not the ties, either of kinship or of covenant! It is they who are the transgressors.) (11. But if 
they repent, perform the Salah and give the Zakah, then they are your brethren in religion. (In 
this way) We explain the Ayat in detail for a people who know.) Allah admonishes the idolators 
and encourages the believers to fight against them because, 



(They have purchased with the Ayat of Allah a little gain,) idolators exchanged following the 
Ayat of Allah with the lower affairs of life that they indulged in, 



(and they hindered men from His way), trying to prevent the believers from following the 
truth, 



(evil indeed is that which they used to do. With regard to a believer, they respect not the ties, 
either of kinship or of covenant!) 9:9-10 . We explained these meanings before, as well as, the 
meaning of, 



(But if they repent, perform the Salah. 



(12. But if they violate their oaths after their covenant, and attack your religion with 
disapproval and criticism, then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief -- for surely, their 
oaths are nothing to them -- so that they may stop (evil actions).) 



The Oaths of the Leaders of Disbelief mean nothing to Them 

Allah says, if the idolators with whom you conducted peace treaties for an appointed term 
break 



(their oaths) meaning, terms of their treaties, and covenants 



(and attack your religion...) with disapproval and criticism, it is because of this that one who 
curses the Messenger, peace be upon him, or attacks the religion of Islam by way of criticism 
and disapproval, they are to be fought. This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief -- for surely, their oaths are nothing to them -- 
so that they may stop.) so that they may refrain from the disbelief, rebellion and the 
transgression they indulge in. Qatadah and others said that the leaders of disbelief were Abu 
Jahl, ' Utbah and Shaybah, Umayyah bin Khalaf, and he went on to mention several others. Al- 
A' mash narrated from Zayd bin Wahb from Hudhayfah; "The people of this Ayah were never 
fought again." A similar statement was reported from Al i bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased 
with him. However, this Ayah is general, even though the specific reason behind revealing it 
was the idolators of Quraysh. So this Ayah generally applies to them and others as well, Allah 
knows best. Al-Walid bin Muslim said that Safwan bin ' Amr narrated that " Abdur-Rahman bin 
Jubayr bin Nufayr said that when Abu Bakr sent an army to Ash-Sham, he advised them, "You 
will find some people with shaved heads. Therefore, strike the swords upon the parts that 
contain the devil, for by Allah, it is better to me to kill one of these people than to kill seventy 
other men. This is because Allah said, 



(then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief.)" Ibn Abi Hatim collected it. 



(13. Will you not fight a people who have violated their oaths and intended to expel the 
Messenger while they did attack you first Do you fear them Allah has more right that you should 
fear Him if you are believers.) (14. Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your 
hands, and disgrace them and give you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing 
people,) (15. And remove the anger of their (believers') hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of 
whom He wills. Allah is All -Knowing, All -Wise.) 



Encouragement to fight the Disbelievers, and some Benefits of 

fighting Them 

These Ayat encourage, direct and recommend fighting against the idolators who break the 
terms of their covenants, those who tried to expel the Messenger from Makkah. Allah said in 
ot her Ayat , 



(And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or 
to expell you; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the best of those who 
plot.) 8:30 , 



(...and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from your homeland) because you 
believe in Allah your Lord!) 60:1 , and, 



(And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land.) 17:76 
Allah's statement, 



(while they did attack you first), refers to the battle of Badr when the idolators marched to 
protect their caravan. When they knew that their caravan escaped safely, they still went ahead 
with their intent to fight Muslims out of arrogance, as we mentioned before. It was also said 
that these Ayat refer to the idolators breaking the peace agreement with Muslims and aiding 
Bani Bakr, their allies, against Khuza* ah, the ally of the Messenger of Allah . This is why the 
Messenger of Allah marched to Makkah in the year of the victory, thus conquering it, all thanks 
and praise is due to Allah. Allah said, 



(Do you fear them Allah has more right that you should fear Him if you are believers.) Allah 
says here, ' Do not fear idolators, but fear Me instead, for I am worthy of being feared by the 
servants due to My might and punishment. In My Hand lies the matter; whatever I will occurs, 
and whatever I do not will does not occur.' Allah next said, while ordering the believers and 
explaining the wisdom of ordaining Jihad against them, all the while able to destroy their 
enemies with a command from Him, 



(Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them and give 
you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people.) This Ayah includes all 
believers, even though Mujahid, Mkrimah and As-Suddi said that it refers to Khuza* ah. 
Concerning the believers, Allah said; 



(and remove the anger of their hearts), then 



(Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills), from His servants, 



(Allah is All -Knowing), in what benefits His servants, 



(All-Wise), in His actions and statements, whether narrative or legislative. Allah does what He 
wills, decides what He wills, and He is the Just Who never wrongs any. Not even the weight of 
an atom of good or evil is ever neglected with Him, but rather, He compensates for it in this 
life and the Hereafter. 



(16. Do you think that you shall be left alone while Allah has not yet tested those among you 
who have striven hard and fought, and have not taken Walijah besides Allah and His Messenger, 
and the believers. Allah iswell-acquainted with what you do.) 



Among the Wisdom of Jihad is to test the Muslims 

Allah said, 



(Do you think), O believers that We will leave you untested with matters that make apparent 
those who have pure, good intent from those who have false intent This is why Allah said next, 



(while Allah has not yet tested those among you who have striven hard and fought and have not 
taken Walij ah besides Allah and His Messenger, and the believers...), meaning, supporters and 
confidants. Rather, they are sincere for Allah and His Messenger inwardly and outwardly. Allah 
also said; 



(Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and 
will not be tested. And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly 
make known those who are true, and will certainly make known those who are liars...) 29:1-3 , 



(Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you who fought (in His 
cause) and (also) tests those who are patient) 3: 142 , and, 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good) 3:179 . In summary, since Allah legislated Jihad for His servants, He 
explained that the wisdom behind doing so includes testing His servants, distinguishing 
between those who obey Him and those who disobey Him. Allah, the Exalted, is the All-Knower 
of what occurred, what will occur, and the true essence of what might occur had He decided 
it. Therefore, Allah knows everything before it occurs and how it will occur, there is no deity 
worthy of worship except Him, nor a Lord except Him. Truly, there is none who can avert 
Allah's judgment and decision. 



(17. It is not for the Mushrikin, to maintain the Masjids of Allah, while they witness against 
themselves of disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in Fire shall they abide.) (18. The 
Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day; 
perform the Salah, and give Zakah and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true 
guidance.) 



It is not for Idolatorsto maintain the Masjids of Allah 

Allah says that it is not fitting that those who associate others with Allah in worship should 
maintain the Masjids of Allah that were built in His Name alone without partners. Those who 
read the Ayah, "Masjid Allah", said that it refers to Al-Masjid Al-Haram, the most honored 
Masjid on the earth, which was built, from the first day, for the purpose of worshipping Allah 
alone without partners. It was built by Khalil Ar-Rahman (the Prophet Ibrahim) peace be upon 
him. The idolatorsdo this while they themselves testify to their disbelief with their statements 
and actions. As-Suddi said, "If you ask a Christian, ' What is your religion', He will tell you he is 
a Christian. If you ask a Jew about his religion, he will say he is a Jew, and the same for a Sabi' 
and a Mushrik!'" 



(The works of such are in vain), because of their Shirk, 



(and in Fire shall they abide.) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and 
they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except those with Taqwa, but most of 
them know not.) 8:34 . 

Believers are the True Maintainersof the Masjids 

Allah said, 



(The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day.) 
Therefore, Allah testifies to the faith of those who maintain the Masjids. ' Abdur-Razzaq 
narrated that 'Amr bin Maymun Al-Awdi said, "I met the Companions of the Prophet and they 
were saying, ' The Masjids are the Houses of Allah on the earth. It is a promise from Allah that 
He is generous to those who visit Him in the Masjids.," Allah said next, 



(perform the Salah), one of the major actsof worship practiced by the body, 



(and give the Zakah), which is the best act that benefits other people, 



(and fear none but Allah), they fear only Allah, the Exalted, and none else, 



(It is they who are on true guidance.) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, 



(The Masj ids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day;) 
"He who singles out Allah (in worship), has faith in the Last Day." And he said ; "He who 
believes in what Allah has revealed, 



(perform the Salah), establishes the five daily prayers, 



(and fear none but Allah.), worships Allah alone, 



(it may be they who are on true guidance.) Allah says, " It is they who are the successful ones in 
truth.' Similarly, Allah said to His Prophet , 



(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud) 17:79 . Allah says here, 'Your Lord 
(0 Muhammad) shall grant you a station of praise, that is, the intercession (on the Day of 
Resurrection).' Every ' might' in the Qur'an means' shall'." 



(19. Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram as equal to the worth of those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and 
strive hard and fight in the cause of Allah They are not equal before Allah. And Allah guides not 
those people who are the wrongdoers.) (20. Those who believed and emigrated and strove hard 
and fought in Allah's cause with their wealth and their lives, are far higher in degree with 
Allah. They are the successful.) (21. Their Lord gives them glad tidings of mercy from Him, and 
His being pleased (with them), and of Gardens (Paradise) for them wherein are everlasting 
delights.) (22. They will dwell therein forever. Verily, with Allah is a great reward.) 



Providing Pilgrims with Water and maintaining the Sacred Masjid 
are not equal to Faith and Jihad 

his Tafsir, Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas explained this Ayah: "The idolators said, 
'Maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram and providing water for pilgrims are better than embracing 
the faith and performing Jihad.' They used to boast and show off among the people because 
they claimed, they were the people and maintainers of Al-Masjid Al-Haram. Allah mentioned 
their arrogance and rejection (of the faith), saying to 'the people of Al-Haram', who were 
idolators, 



(Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels (denying 
them, and refusing to listen to them with hatred). In pride, talking evil about it (the Qur'an) by 
night.) 23:66-67 . They used to boast about being those who maintained the Sacred Sanctuary, 



(talking about it by night). They used to talk about this by night while shunning the Qur'an and 
the Prophet . Allah declared that faith and Jihad with the Prophet are better than the 
idolators' maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram and providing water for pilgrims. These actions -- 
maintaining and serving Allah's House -- will not benefit them with Allah because they associate 
others with Him. Allah the Exalted said, 



(They are not equal before Allah. And Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers.) 
those who claimed they are the maintainersof the House. Allah described them with injustice, 
on account of their Shirk, and thus, their maintaining the Masjid will not avail them." ' Ali bin 
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "This Ayah was revealed about Al-' Abbas bin " Abdul- 
Muttalib, for when he was captured in the battle of Badr, he said, ' If you rushed before us to 
embrace Islam, perform Hijrah and Jihad, we were maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram, providing 
water for the pilgrims and setting the indebted free.' Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, said, 



(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims), until, 



(and Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers). Allah says, 'All these actions 
were performed while committing Shirk, and I do not accept the (good deeds) that are 
performed while in a state of Shirk.'" Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim said, "Muslims came to AI-' Abbas 
and his friends who were captured during the battle of Badr and admonished them for their 
Shirk. AI-' Abbas said, 'By Allah! We used to maintain Al-Masjid Al-Haram, release the 
indebted, serve the House (or cover it, or maintain it) and provide water for pilgrims.' Allah 
revealed this verse, 



(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims...)'" There is a Hadith from the 
Prophet about the Tafsir of this Ayah that we should mention. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that 
An-Nu' man bin Bashir said that a man said, "I do not care if I do not perform an action after 
embracing Islam other than providing drinking water for pilgrims who visit the Ka' bah at 
Makkah ." Another man said, "I do not care if I do not perform an action after embracing Islam 
other than maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram." A third man said, "Jihad in the cause of Allah is 
more righteous than what you have said." ' Umar admonished them, "Do not raise your voices 
next to the Minbar of the Messenger of Allah," and as it was a Friday, he said, "but after we 
pray the Friday prayer, we will go to the Prophet and ask him." This verse was revealed, 



(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram), until, 



(They are not equal before Allah. ) 



(23. you who believe! Take not as supporters your fathers and your brothers if they prefer 
disbelief to belief. And whoever of you befriends them, then he is one of the wrongdoers.) (24. 
Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your spouses, your kindred, the wealth that you 
have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight 
are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in His cause, 
then wait until Allah brings about His decision (torment). And Allah guides not the people who 
are rebellious.) 



The Prohibition of taking the Idolators as Supporters, even with 

Relatives 

Allah commands shunning the disbelievers, even if they are one's parents or children, and 
prohibits taking them as supporters if they choose disbelief instead of faith. Allah warns, 



i(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with 
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or 
their brothers or their kindred (people). For such He has written (predetermined) faith in their 
hearts, and strengthened them with a Ruh (proof, light and true guidance) from Himself. And 
He will admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow.) 58:22 Al-Hafiz Al-Bayhaqi 
recorded that 'Abdullah bin Shawdhab said, "The father of Abu ' Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah was 
repeatedly praising the idols to his son on the day of Badr, and Abu " Ubaydah kept avoiding 
him. When Al-Jarrah persisted, his son Abu " Ubaydah headed towards him and killed him. Allah 
revealed this Ayah in his case, 



(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with 
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger.") 58:22 Allah commanded His Messenger to warn 
those who prefer their family, relatives or tribe to Allah, His Messenger and Jihad in His cause, 



(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your kindred, the wealth that you 
have gained), amassed and collected, 



(the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight), and prefer 
and love because they are comfortable and good. If all these things, 



(are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in His cause, 
then wait...) for what will befall you of Allah's punishment and torment, 



(until Allah brings about His decision. And Allah guides not the people who are rebellious.) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Zuhrah bin Ma' bad said that his grandfather said, "We were with 



the Messenger of Allah , while he was holding the hand of " Umar bin Al-Khattab. x Umar said, 
x By Allah! You, Messenger of Allah, are dearer to me than everything, except for myself.' The 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 



(None among you will attain faith until I become dearer to him than even himself.) " Umar said, 
x Verily, now, you are dearer to me than myself, by Allah!' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Now, 'Umar!)" Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith. Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud (this is 
the version of Abu Dawud) recorded that Ibn 'Umar said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying, 



« 

(If you transact in ' lynah (a type of Riba), follow the tails of cows (tilling the land), become 
content with agriculture and abandoned Jihad, Allah will send on you disgrace that He will not 
remove until, you return to your religion.)" 



(25. Truly, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields, and on the day of Hunayn (battle) 
when you rejoiced at your great number, but it availed you naught and the earth, vast as it is, 
was straitened for you, then you turned back in flight). (26. Then Allah did send down His 
Sakinah (tranquillity) on His Messenger, and on the believers, and sent down forces (angels) 
which you saw not, and punished the disbelievers. Such isthe recompense of disbelievers). (27. 
Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of whom He wills. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) 



The Outcome of Victory by Way of the Unseen Aid 

Ibn Jurayj reported from Mujahid that this was the first Ayah of Bara'ah in which Allah, the 
Exalted, reminds the believers how He favored and blessed them by giving them victory in 
many battles with His Messenger . Allah mentioned that victory comes from Him, by His aid and 
decree, not because of their numbers or adequate supplies, whether the triumphs are few or 
many. On the day of Hunayn, the Muslims were proud because of their large number, which did 
not avail them in the least; they retreated and fled from battle. Only a few of them remained 
with the Messenger of Allah Allah then sent down His aid and support to His Messenger and the 
believers who remained with him, so that they were aware that victory is from Allah alone and 
through His aid, even if the victorious were few. Many a small group overcame a larger 
opposition by Allah's leave, and Allah is ever with those who are patient. We will explain this 
subject in detail below, Allah willing. 



The Battle of Hunayn 

The battle of Hunayn occurred after the victory of Makkah, in the month of Shawwal of the 
eighth year of Hijrah. After the Prophet conquered Makkah and things settled, most of its 
people embraced Islam and he set them free. News came to the Messenger of Allah that the 
tribe of Hawazin were gathering their forces to fight him, under the command of Malik bin 
' Awf An-Nadri, as well as, the entire tribe of Thaqif, the tribes of Banu Jusham, Banu Sa* d bin 
Bakr, a few people of Awza' from Banu Hilal and some people from Bani * Amr bin " Amir and 
'Awf bin 'Amir. They brought their women, children, sheep and camels along, in addition to 
their armed forces and adequate supplies. The Messenger of Allah marched to meet them with 
the army that he brought to conquer Makkah, ten thousand from the Muhajirin, the Ansar and 
various Arab tribes. Along with them came the Tulaqa' numbering two thousand men. The 
Messenger took them along to meet the enemy. The two armies met in Humayn, a valley 
between Makkah and At-Ta'if. The battle started in the early part of the morning, when the 
Huwazin forces, who were lying in ambush, descended on the valley when the Muslims entered. 
Muslims were suddenly struck by the ambush, the arrows descended on them and the swords 
struck them. The Huwazin commander ordered them to descend and attack the Muslims as one 
block, and when they did that, the Muslims retreated in haste, just as Allah described them. 
The Messenger of Allah remained firm in his position while riding his mule, Ash-Shahba'. He was 
leading his mule towards the enemy, while his uncle Al-' Abbas was holding its right-hand rope 
and his cousin Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith bin " Abdul-Mutt alib was holding the left rope. They 
tried to hold the mule back so it would not run faster toward the enemy. Meanwhile, the 
Messenger of Allah was declaring his name aloud and saying, 

« » 

(0 servants of Allah! Come back to me! I am the Messenger of Allah! He repeated these words, 



« . » 

(I am the Prophet, not lying! I am the son of Abdul-Muttalib!) There remained between a 
hundred and eighty Companions with the Prophet . These included Abu Bakr, * Umar, Al- 
' Abbas, Al i , Al-Fadl bin " Abbas, Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith, Ayman the son of Umm Ayman and 
Usamah bin Zayd. There were many other Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. The 
Prophet commanded his uncle Al-' Abbas, whose voice was rather loud, to call at the top of his 
voice, "0 Companions of the Samurah tree " referring to the Muhajirin and Ansar who gave 
their pledge under the tree during the pledge of Ridwan, not to run away and retreat. He also 
called, "0 Companions of Surat Al-Baqarah." Upon hearing that, those heralded started saying, 
"Here we are! Here we are!" Muslims started returning in the direction of the Messenger of 
Allah . If the camel of one of them did not obey him (as the people were rushing to the other 
direction in flight) he would wear his shield and descend from his camel and rush to the side of 
the Messenger of Allah on foot. When a large crowd gathered around the Messenger of Allah , 
he commanded them to fight in sincerity and took a handful of sand and threw it in the faces 
of the disbelievers, after supplicating to Allah, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Fulfill Your promise to me!) Then he threw that handful of sand which entered the 
eyes and mouth of all the disbelievers, thus distracting them from fighting, and they retreated 
in defeat. The Muslims pursued the enemy, killing and capturing them. The rest of the Muslim 
army (returning to battle gradually) rejoined their positions and found many captured 
disbelieving soldiers kept tied before the Messenger of Allah . In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded 
that Shu' bah said that Abu Ishaq said that Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said to a man who asked him, "0 
Abu x Amarah! Did you run away during Hunayn and leave the Messenger of Allah " Al-Bara' said, 
"But the Messenger of Allah did not run away. Hawazin was a tribe proficient with their arrows. 
When we met them we attacked their forces and they ran away in defeat. The Muslims started 
to worry about collecting the spoils of war and the Hawazin started shooting arrows at us, then 
the Muslims fled. I saw the Messenger of Allah proclaiming, -- while Abu Sufyan was holding the 
bridle of his white mule, 



« » 

(I am the Prophet, not lying, I am the son of ' Abdul- Muttalib!) This shows the great courage on 
behalf of the Prophet in the midst of confusion, when his army ran away and left him behind. 
Yet, the Messenger remained on his mule, which is a slow animal, not suitable for fast battle 
moves or even escape. Yet, the Messenger of Allah was encouraging his mule to move forward 
towards the enemy announcing who he was, so that those among them who did not know who 
he was came to know him. May Allah's peace and blessings be on the Messenger until the Day of 
Resurrection. This indicates the tremendous trust in Allah and reliance upon Him, as well as, 
sure knowledge that He will give him victory, complete what He has sent him for and give 
prominence to his religion above all other religions. Allah said, 



(Then Allah did send down His Sakinah on His Messenger), He sent down tranquillity and 
reassurance to His Messenger, 



(and on the believers), who remained with him, 



(and sent down forces which you saw not, ) thisrefersto angels. Imam Abu Ja'far bin Jarir At- 
Tabari said that Al-Qasim narrated to them, that Al-Hasan bin ' Arafah said that Al-Mu' tamir 
bin Sulayman said from * Awf bin Abi Jamilah Al-' Arabi who said that he heard * Abdur-Rahman, 
the freed slave of Ibn Barthan saying, "A man who participated in Hunayn with the idolators 
narrated to me, 'When we met the Messenger of Allah and his Companions on the day of 
Hunayn, they did not remain in battle more than the time it takes to milk a sheep! When we 
defeated them, we pursued them until we ended at the rider of the white mule, the Messenger 
of Allah . At that time, men with white handsome faces intercepted us and said: ' Disgraced be 
the faces! Go back. So we ran away, but they followed us. That was the end for us.'" Allah said, 



(Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) Allah forgave the rest of Huwazin when they embraced Islam and went to the 
Prophet , before he arrived at Makkah in the JT ranah area. This occurred twenty days after 
the battle of Hunayn. The Messenger gave them the choice between taking those who were 
prisoner or the war spoils they lost, and they chose the former. The Prophet released six 
thousand prisoners to them, but divided the war spoils between the victors, such as some of 
the Tulaqa', so that their hearts would be inclined towards Islam. He gave each of them a 
hundred camels, and the same to Malik bin 'Awf An-Nasri whom he appointed chief of his 
people (Huwazin) as he was before. Malik bin 'Awf said a poem in which he praised the 
Messenger of Allah for his generosity and extraordinary courage. 



(28. O you who believe! Verily, the Mushrikin are impure. So let them not come near Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram after this year; and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you if He wills, out of His 
bounty. Surely, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (29. Fight against those who believe not in 
Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has been forbidden by Allah and His 
Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of truth among the People of the 
Scripture, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.) 



Idolators are no longer allowed into Al-Masjid Al-Haram 

Allah commands His believing servants, who are pure in religion and person, to expel the 
idolators who are filthy in the religious sense, from Al-Masjid Al-Haram. After the revelation of 
this Ayah, idolators were no longer allowed to go near the Masjid. This Ayah was revealed in 
the ninth year of Hijrah. The Messenger of Allah sent 'AM in the company of Abu Bakr that year 
to publicize to the idolators that no Mushrik will be allowed to perform Hajj after that year, 
nor a naked person allowed to perform Tawaf around the House. Allah completed this decree, 
made it a legislative ruling, as well as, a fact of reality. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Jabir bin 
' Abdullah commented on the Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Verily, the Mushrikin are impure. So let them not come near Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram after this year) "Unless it was a servant or one of the people of Dhimmah." Imam Abu 
'Amr Al-Awza'i said, "Umar bin 'Abdul-' Aziz wrote (to his governors) to prevent Jews and 
Christians from entering the Masjids of Muslims, and he followed his order with Allah's 
statement, 



(Verily, the Mushrikin are impure.) ' Ata' said, "All of the Sacred Area the Haram is considered 
a Masjid, for Allah said, 



(So let them not come near Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) after this year.)" This Ayah 
indicates that idolators are impure and that the believers are pure. In the Sahih is the 
following, 



« » 

(The believer does not become impure.) Allah said, 



(and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you, out of His bounty.) Muhammad bin Ishaq 
commented, "The people said, ' Our markets will be closed, our commerce disrupted, and what 
we earned will vanish.' So Allah revealed this verse, 



(and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you, out of His bounty), from other resources, 



(if He wills), until, 



(. ..and feel themselves subdued.) This Ayah means, 'this will be your compensation for the 
closed marketsthat you feared would result.' Therefore, Allah compensated them for the losses 
they incurred because they severed ties with idolators, by the Jizyah they earned from the 
People of the Book." Similar statements were reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak and others. Allah said, 



(Surely, Allah is All-Knowing), in what benefits you, 



(All-Wise), in His orders and prohibitions, for He is All-Perfect in His actions and statements, 
All-Just in His creations and decisions, Blessed and Hallowed be He. This is why Allah 
compensated Muslims for their losses by the amount of Jizyah that they took from the people 
of Dhimmah. 



The Order to fight People of the Scriptures until They give the 

Jizyah 

Allah said, 



(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has 
been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of 
truth among the People of the Scripture, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and 
feel themselves subdued.) Therefore, when People of the Scriptures disbelieved in Muhammad 
, they had no beneficial faith in any Messenger or what the Messengers brought. Rather, they 
followed their religions because this conformed with their ideas, lusts and the ways of their 
forefathers, not because they are Allah's Law and religion. Had they been true believers in 
their religions, that faith would have directed them to believe in Muhammad , because all 
Prophets gave the good news of Muhammad's advent and commanded them to obey and follow 
him. Yet when he was sent, they disbelieved in him, even though he is the mightiest of all 
Messengers. Therefore, they do not follow the religion of earlier Prophets because these 
religions came from Allah, but because these suit their desires and lusts. Therefore, their 
claimed faith in an earlier Prophet will not benefit them because they disbelieved in the 
master, the mightiest, the last and most perfect of all Prophets. Hence Allah's statement, 



(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has 
been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of 
truth among the People of the Scripture,) This honorable Ayah was revealed with the order to 
fight the People of the Book, after the pagans were defeated, the people entered Allah's 
religion in large numbers, and the Arabian Peninsula was secured under the Muslims' control. 
Allah commanded His Messenger to fight the People of the Scriptures, Jews and Christians, on 
the ninth year of Hijrah, and he prepared his army to fight the Romans and called the people 
to Jihad announcing his intent and destination. The Messenger sent his intent to various Arab 
areas around Al-Madinah to gather forces, and he collected an army of thirty thousand. Some 
people from Al-Madinah and some hypocrites, in and around it, lagged behind, for that year 
was a year of drought and intense heat. The Messenger of Allah marched, heading towards Ash- 
Sham to fight the Romans until he reached Tabuk, where he set camp for about twenty days 
next to its water resources. He then prayed to Allah for a decision and went back to Al-Madinah 
because it was a hard year and the people were weak, as we will mention, Allah willing. 



Paying Jizyah is a Sign of Kufr and Disgrace 



Allah said, 



(until they pay the Jizyah), if they do not choose to embrace Islam, 



(with willing submission), in defeat and subservience, 



(and feel themselves subdued.), disgraced, humiliated and belittled. Therefore, Muslims are 
not allowed to honor the people of Dhimmah or elevate them above Muslims, for they are 
miserable, disgraced and humiliated. Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 
said, 



» 



« 



(Do not initiate the Salam to the Jews and Christians, and if you meet any of them in a road, 
force them to its narrowest alley.) This is why the Leader of the faithful ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, 
may Allah be pleased with him, demanded his well-known conditions be met by the Christians, 
these conditions that ensured their continued humiliation, degradation and disgrace. The 
scholars of Hadith narrated from * Abdur-Rahman bin Ghanm Al-Ashf ari that he said, "I 
recorded for " Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, the terms of the treaty of 
peace he conducted with the Christians of Ash-Sham: 'In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. This is a document to the servant of Allah ' Umar, the Leader of the faithful, 
from the Christians of such and such city. When you (Muslims) came to us we requested safety 
for ourselves, children, property and followers of our religion. We made a condition on 
ourselves that we will neither erect in our areas a monastery, church, or a sanctuary for a 
monk, nor restore any place of worship that needs restoration nor use any of them for the 
purpose of enmity against Muslims. We will not prevent any Muslim from resting in our churches 
whether they come by day or night, and we will open the doors of our houses of worship for 
the wayfarer and passerby. Those Muslims who come as guests, will enjoy boarding and food 
for three days. We will not allow a spy against Muslims into our churches and homes or hide 
deceit or betrayal against Muslims. We will not teach our children the Qur'an, publicize 
practices of Shirk, invite anyone to Shirk or prevent any of our fellows from embracing Islam, if 
they choose to do so. We will respect Muslims, move from the places we sit in if they choose to 
sit in them. We will not imitate their clothing, caps, turbans, sandals, hairstyles, speech, 
nicknames and title names, or ride on saddles, hang swords on the shoulders, collect weapons 
of any kind or carry these weapons. We will not encrypt our stamps in Arabic, or sell liquor. We 
will have the front of our hair cut, wear our customary clothes wherever we are, wear belts 
around our waist, refrain from erecting crosses on the outside of our churches and 
demonstrating them and our books in public in Muslim fairways and markets. We will not sound 
the bells in our churches, except discretely, or raise our voices while reciting our holy books 
inside our churches in the presence of Muslims, nor raise our voices with prayer at our 



funerals, or light torches in funeral processions in the fairways of Muslims, or their markets. We 
will not bury our dead next to Muslim dead, or buy servants who were captured by Muslims. We 
will be guides for Muslims and refrain from breaching their privacy in their homes.' When I gave 
this document to ' Umar, he added to it, * We will not beat any Muslim. These are the 
conditions that we set against ourselves and followers of our religion in return for safety and 
protection. If we break any of these promises that we set for your benefit against ourselves, 
then our Dhimmah (promise of protection) is broken and you are allowed to do with us what 
you are allowed of people of defiance and rebellion.'" 



(30. And the Jews say: "Uzayr (Ezra) is the son of Allah," and the Christians say: "The Messiah is 
the son of Allah." That is their saying with their mouths, resembling the saying of those who 
disbelieved aforetime. May Allah fight them, how they are deluded away from the truth!) (31. 
They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah, 
and (they also took as their Lord) the Messiah, son of Maryam, while they were commanded to 
worship none but One God, none has the right to be worshipped but He. Praise and hallowed be 
He above what they associate (with Him).") 



Fighting the Jews and Christians is legislated because They are 

Idolaters and Disbelievers 

Allah the Exalted encourages the believers to fight the polytheists, disbelieving Jews and 
Christians, who uttered this terrible statement and utter lies against Allah, the Exalted. As for 
the Jews, they claimed that 'Uzayr was the son of God, Allah is free of what they attribute to 
Him. As for the misguidance of Christians over ' Isa, it is obvious. This is why Allah declared 
both groupsto be liars, 



(That istheir saying with their mouths), but they have no proof that supportstheir claim, other 
than lies and fabrications, 



(resembling), imitating, 



(the saying of those who disbelieved aforetime.) They imitate the previous nations who fell 
into misguidance just as Jews and Christians did, 



(may Allah fight them), Ibn ' Abbas said, "May Allah curse them." 



(how they are deluded away from the truth!) how they deviate from truth, when it is apparent, 
exchanging it for misguidance. Allah said next, 



(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah, and the Messiah, son of 
Maryam) 9:31 . Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded a Hadith via several 
chains of narration, from ' Adi bin Hatim, may Allah be pleased with him, who became Christian 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. When the call of the Messenger of Allah reached his area, 'Adi 
ran away to Ash-Sham, and his sister and several of his people were captured. The Messenger 
of Allah freed his sister and gave her gifts. So she went to her brother and encouraged him to 
become Muslim and to go to the Messenger of Allah . 'Adi, who was one of the chiefs of his 
people (the tribe of Tai') and whose father, Hatim At-Ta'i, was known for his generosity, went 
to Al-Madinah. When the people announced his arrival, 'Adi went to the Messenger of Allah 
wearing a silver cross around his neck. The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah; 



(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah). 'Adi commented, "I 
said, 'They did not worship them.'" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Yes they did. They (rabbis and monks) prohibited the allowed for them (Christians and Jews) 
and allowed the prohibited, and they obeyed them. This is how they worshipped them.) The 
Messenger of Allah said to ' Adi, 



» 



« 



(0 'Adi what do you say Did you run away (to Ash-Sham) so that 'Allahu Akbar' (Allah is the 
Great) is not pronounced Do you know of anything greater than Allah What made you run away 
Did you run away so that ' La ilaha illallah' is not pronounced Do you know of any deity worthy 
of worship except Allah) 

The Messenger invited 'Adi to embrace Islam, and he embraced Islam and pronounced the 
Testimony of Truth. The face of the Messenger of Allah beamed with pleasure and he said to 
'Adi, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the Jews have earned the anger (of Allah) and the Christians are misguided.) 
Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas and several others said about the explanation 
of, 



(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah...) that the Christians 
and Jews obeyed their monks and rabbis in whatever they allowed or prohibited for them. This 
is why Allah said, 



(while they were commanded to worship none but One God), Who, whatever He renders 
prohibited is the prohibited, whatever He allowed is the allowed, whatever He legislates, is to 
be the law followed, and whatever He decides is to be adhered to; 



(None has the right to be worshipped but He. Hallowed be He above what they associate (with 
Him).) Meaning, exalted, sanctified, hallowed above partners, equals, aids, rivals or children, 
there is no deity or Lord worthy of worship except Him. 



(32. They want to extinguish Allah's Light with their mouths, but Allah will not allow except 
that His Light should be perfected even though the disbelievers hate (it).) (33. It is He Who has 
sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, to make it superior over all 
religions even though the idolators hate (it).) 



People of the Scriptures try to extinguish the Light of Islam 

Allah says, the disbelieving idolators and People of the Scriptures want to, 



(extinguish the Light of Allah). They try through argument and lies to extinguish the guidance 
and religion of truth that the Messenger of Allah was sent with. Their example is the example 
of he who wants to extinguish the light of the sun or the moon by blowing at them! Indeed, 
such a person will never accomplish what he sought. Likewise, the light of what the Messenger 
was sent with will certainly shine and spread. Allah replied to the idolators' desire and hope, 



(but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be perfected even though the disbelievers 
(Kafirun) hate (it)) 9:32 . Linguistincally a Kafir is the person who covers something. For 
instance, night is called Kafiran covering because it coversthings with darkness. The farmer 
is called Kafiran, because he covers seeds in the ground. Allah said in an Ayah, 



(thereof the growth is pleasing to the Kuffar tillers) 57:20 . 

Islam is the Religion That will dominate over all Other Religions 

Allah said next, 



(It is He Who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth.) ' Guidance' refers 
to the true narrations, beneficial faith and true religion that the Messenger came with. 
x religion of truth' refers to the righteous, legal deeds that bring about benefit in this life and 
the Hereafter. 



(to make it (Islam) superior over all religions) It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah made the eastern and western parts of the earth draw near for me to see , and the rule 
of my Ummah will extend as far as I saw.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Tamim Ad-Dari that he 
said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 

(This matter (Islam) will keep spreading as far as the night and day reach, until Allah will not 
leave a house made of mud or hair, but will make this religion enter it, while bringing might to 
a mighty person (a Muslim) and humiliation to a disgraced person (who rejects Islam). Might 
with which Allah elevates Islam (and its people) and disgrace with which Allah humiliates 
disbelief (and its people).) Tamim Ad-Dari who was a Christian before Islam used to say, "I 
have come to know the meaning of this Hadith in my own people. Those who became Muslims 
among them acquired goodness, honor and might. Disgrace, humiliation and Jizyah befell those 
who remained disbelievers." 



(34. you who believe! Verily, there are many of the Ahbar (rabbis) and the Ruhban (monks) 
who devour the wealth of mankind in falsehood, and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. And 
those who hoard up gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce unto 
them a painful torment.) (35. On the Day when that will be heated in the fire of Hell and with 
it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto 
them:) "This is the treasure which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to 
hoard.") 



Warning against Corrupt Scholars and Misguided Worshippers 

As-Suddi said that the Ahbar are Jewish rabbis, while the Ruhban are Christian monks. This 
statement is true, for Ahbar are Jewish rabbis, just as Allah said, 



(Why do not the Ahbar (rabbis) and the religious learned men forbid them from uttering sinful 
words and eating unlawful things.) 5:63 The Ruhban are Christian monks or worshippers, while 
the ' Qissisun' are their scholars. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(This is because among them, there are Qissisin and Ruhban...) 5:82 . This Ayah warns against 
corrupt scholars and misguided worshippers. Sufyan bin " Uyaynah said, "Those among our 
scholars who become corrupt are similar to the Jews, while those among our worshippers who 
become misguided are like Christians." An authentic Hadith declares, 

« » 

(You will follow the ways of those who were before you, step by step.) They asked, "Jews and 
Christians" He said, 



« » 

(Who else) In another narration, they asked, "Persia and Rome" He said, 

« » 

(And who else if it was not them) These texts warn against imitating them in action and 
statement, for they, as Allah stated, 



(devour the wealth of mankind in falsehood, and hinder (them) from the way of Allah.) They 
sell the religion in return for worldly gains, using their positions and status among people to 
illegally devour their property. For instance, the Jews were respected by the people of 
Jahiliyyah and collected gifts, taxes and presents from them. When Allah sent His Messenger , 
the Jews persisted in their misguidance, disbelief and rebellion, hoping to keep their status 
and position. However, Allah extinguished all this and took it away from them with the light of 
Prophet hood and instead gave them disgrace and degradation, and they incurred the anger of 
Allah, the Exalted. Allah said next, 



(and hinder (them) from the way of Allah.) Therefore, they illegally devour people's property 
and hinder them from following the truth. They also confuse truth with falsehood and pretend 
before their ignorant followers that they call to righteousness. The true reality is that they call 
to the Fire and will not find any helpers on the Day of Resurrection. 



Torment of Those Who hoard Gold and Silver 

Allah said, 



(And those who hoard Kanz gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce 
unto them a painful torment.) 9:34 . This is the third category of leaders, for people rely on 
their scholars, worshippers and the wealthy among them. When these categories of people 
become corrupt, the society in general becomes corrupt. Ibn Al-Mubarak once said, "What 
corrupted the religion, except kings and wicked Ahbar and Ruhban." As for Kanz, it refers to 
the wealth on which Zakah has not been paid, according to Malik, who narrated this from 



'Abdullah bin Dinar from Ibn ' Umar. Al-Bukhari recorded that Az-Zuhri said that Khalid bin 
Aslam said that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "This was before Zakah was ordained. When Zakah 
was ordained, Allah made it a cleanser for wealth." ' Umar bin ' Abdul-' Aziz and ' Irak bin Malik 
said that this Ayah was abrogated by Allah's statement, 



(Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth) There are many Hadithsthat admonish hoarding gold 
and silver. We will mention here some of these Hadiths. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded a Hadith from 
'AM about Allah's statement, 



(And those who hoard up gold and silver...) ' Ali said that the Prophet said, 



« » 



(Woe to gold! Woe to silver.) He repeated this statement thrice, and this Hadith was hard on 
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah , who said, "What type of wealth should we use" 
'Umar said, "I will find out for you," and he asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Your statement was 
hard for your Companions. They asked, ' What wealth should we use'" The Prophet answered, 



» 



« 



(A remembering tongue, an appreciative heart and a wife that helps one of you implement his 
religion.) Allah's statement, 



(On the Day when that will be heated in the fire of Hell and with it will be branded their 
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto them) "This is the treasure 
which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard.") These words will be 
said to them as a way of admonishing, criticizing and mocking them. Allah also said; 



(Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. "Taste you (this)! Verily, you were 
(pretending to be) the mighty, the generous!") 44:48-49 . There is a saying that goes, "He who 
covets a thing and prefers it to Allah's obedience, will be punished with it." Because hoarding 
money was better to these people than Allah's pleasure, they were punished with it. For 
instance, Abu Lahab, may Allah curse him, was especially active in defying the Messenger of 
Allah , and his wife was helping him in this regard. Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection, she 
will help in punishing him, for there will be a twisted rope of palm fiber on her neck. She will 
be gathering wood from the Fire and throwing it on him so that his torment is made harder by 
the hand of someone whom he used to care for in this life. Likewise, money was precious to 
those who hoarded it in this life. Therefore, money will produce the worst harm for them in 
the Hereafter, when it will be heated in the Fire of Jahannam, whose heat is quiet sufficient, 
and their forehead, sides and back will be branded with it. Imam Abu Ja' far Ibn Jarir recorded 
that Thawban said that the Messenger of Allah used to declare, 

» 



« 



(Whoever leaves a treasure behind (on which he did not pay the Zakah), then on the Day of 
Resurrection his wealth will be made like a bald-headed poisonous male snake with two black 
spots over the eyes. The snake will follow him, and he will say, ' Woe to you! Who are you' The 
snake will say, * I am your treasure that you left behind,' and will keep following him until the 
man gives it his hand; the snake will devour it and then devour his whole body.) Ibn Hibban also 
collected this Hadith in his Sahih. Part of this Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihsfrom 
Abu Hurayrah. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 

(Every man who does not pay the Zakah due on his money, then on the Day of Resurrection, his 
side, forehead and back will be branded with rods made of fire on a Day the length of which is 
fifty thousand years, until when the servants will be judged; that man will be shown his 
destination, either to Paradise or the Fire.) aln the Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that 
Zayd bin Wahb said, "I passed by Abu Dharr in the area of Rabadhah and asked him, 'What 
made you reside in this area' He said, x We were in Ash-Sham when I recited this Ayah, 



(And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce 
unto them a painful torment.) IVkf awiyah said, 'This Ayah is not about us, it is only about the 
People of the Book.' So I (Abu Dharr) said, ' Rather, it is about us and them." 



(36. Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year), so was it ordained by 
Allah on the Day when He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred. That is 
the right religion, so wrong not yourselves therein, and fight against the Mushrikin idolaters 
collectively as they fight against you collectively. But know that Allah is with those who have 
Taqwa.) 



The Year consists of Twelve Months 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Bakrah said that the Prophet said in a speech during hisHajj, 



« : 

(The division of time has turned to its original form which was current when Allah created the 
heavens and the earth. The year is of twelve months, out of which four months are sacred: 
Three are in succession Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hij j ah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab of 
(the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath-Thaniyah) and Sha'ban." The Prophet 
then asked, (What is the day today') We said, "Allah and His Messenger know better. He kept 
quiet until we thought that he might give that day another name. He said (Isn't it the day of 
Nahr) We replied, "Yes." He further asked, (Which month is this) We again said, "Allah and His 
Messenger know better," and he kept quiet and made us think that he might give it another 
name. Then he said, (Isn't it the month of Dhul-Hij j ah) We replied, "Yes." He asked, (What town 
is this) We said, "Allah and His Messenger know better," and he kept quiet until we thought that 
he might change its name. He asked, (Isn't this the (Sacred) Town) We said, "Yes." He said, 

» 



« 

(Verily! Your blood, property and honor are sacred to one another like the sanctity of this day 
of yours, in this month of yours and in this city of yours. Verily, you will meet your Lord and He 
will question you about your actions. Behold! Do not revert to misguidance after me by striking 
the necks of one another. Have I conveyed It is incumbent upon those who are present to 
inform those who are absent, because those who are absent might comprehend (what I have 
said) better than some who are present.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. In a 
small book collected by Shaykh ' Alam ad-Din As-Sakhawi, entitled, Al-Mashhur fi Asma' Al-Ayam 
wash-Shuhur, he mentioned that Muharram is so named because it is a sacred month. To me, it 
was so named to emphasize its sacredness. This is because the Arabs would switch it around. 
One year they would say it was a sacred month, the following year they would say that it was 
not. The author said, "...and Safar is so named because they used to leave their homes during 
that month for fighting and traveling. When saying * Safir' a place, it means to leave it... Rabr 
Al-Awwal is called that because they used to do Irt iba" in it, that is to maintain one's 
property... and Rabr Al-Akhir, was so named for the same reasons. Jumada is called that 
because the water would dry up (Jamud) then. ...They say Jumada Al-Uwla and Al-Awwal, or 
Jumada Al-Akhar or Al-Akhirah. Rajab comes from Tarjib, meaning to honor. Sha' ban because 
the tribes would separate and return to their homes. Ramadan was so named because of the 
severity of the Ramda' - that is - the heat, and they say that the branch Ramadat when it is 



thirsty... And the saying that it is a Name of Allah is a mistake, for there is no proof or support 
for that..." 

The Sacred Months 

Allah said, 



(of them four are sacred). The Arabs used to consider these months sacred during the time of 
Jahiliyyah, except for a group of them called Al-Basl, who held eight months of the year to be 
sacred as way of exaggeration in religion. The Prophet said, 

: » 

« 

(Three are in succession; Dhul-Qa' dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab of 
(the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath-Thani) and Sha' ban). The Prophet said 
"Rajab of Mudar" to attest to the custom of Mudar, in saying that Rajab is the month that is 
between Jumada and Sha' ban, not as the tribe of RabP ah thought, that it is between Sha' ban 
and Shawwal, which is Ramadan in the present calendar. The four Sacred Months were made 
four, three in succession and one alone, so that the Hajj and x Umrah are performed with ease. 
Dhul-Qa' dan, the month before the Hajj month, was made sacred because they refrained from 
fighting during that month. Dhul-Hijjah, the next month, was made sacred because it is the 
month of Hajj, during which they performed Hajj rituals. Muharram, which comes next, was 
made sacred so that they are able to go back to their areas in safety after performing Hajj . 
Rajab, in the middle of the lunar year, was made sacred so that those coming from the farthest 
areas of Arabia are able to perform ' Umrah and visit the House and then go back to their areas 
safely. Allah said next, 



(That is the right religion), that is the Straight Law, requiring implementing Allah's order 
concerning the months that He made sacred and their true count as it was originally written by 
Allah. Allah said, 



(so wrong not yourselves therein) during these Sacred Months, for sin in them is worse than sin 
in other months. Likewise, sins in the Sacred City are written multiplied, 



(...and whoever inclines to evil actions therein (in Makkah) or to do wrong, him We shall cause 
to taste from a painful torment) 22:25 . Similarly, sin in general is worse during the Sacred 
Months' Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said, Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the number of months with Allah...), is connected to 



(so wrong not yourselves therein), "In all (twelve) months. Allah then chose four out of these 
months and made them sacred, emphasizing their sanctity, making sinning in them greater, in 
addition to, multiplying rewards of righteous deeds during them." Qatadah said about Allah's 
statement, 



(so wrong not yourselves therein), "Injustice during the Sacred Months is worse and graver than 
injustice in other months. Verily, injustice is always wrong, but Allah makes things graver than 
others as He will." He also said, "Allah has chosen some of His creation above others. He chose 
Messengers from angels and from men. He also chose His Speech above all speech, the Masajid 
above other areas of the earth, Ramadan and the Sacred Months above all months, Friday 
above the other days and Laylatul-Qadr (The Night of Decree) above all nights. Therefore, 
sanctify what Allah has sanctified, for doing so is the practice of people of understanding and 
comprehension." 



Fighting in the Sacred Months 

Allah said, 



(and fight against the idolators collectively), all of you, 



(as they fight against you collectively.), all of them, 



(But know that Allah is with those who have Taqwa), and know that initiating battle during the 
Sacred Months is forbidden. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(0 you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month. 
5:2, 



(The Sacred Month is for the Sacred Month, and for the prohibited things, there is the law of 
equality (Qisas). Then whoever transgresses the prohibition against you, you transgress likewise 
against him) 2:194 , and, 



(Then when the Sacred Months have passed, kill the idolators...) 9:5 . As for Allah's statement, 



(And fight against the idolators collectively as they fight against you collectively), it includes 
permission for the believers to fight the idolators in the Sacred Month, if the idolators initiate 
host ilit ies t herein. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(The Sacred Month is for the Sacred Month, and for the prohibited things, there is the law of 
equality (Qisas)) 2:194 , and, 



(And fight not with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram, unless they (first) fight you there. But if they 
attack you, then kill them.) 2:191 . As for the Messenger of Allah laying siege to At-Ta'if until 



the Sacred Month started, it was a continuation of the battle against Hawazin and their allies 
from Thaqif. They started the fighting and gathered their men for the purpose of conducting 
war. The Messenger of Allah marched to meet them and when they took refuge in At-Ta'if, the 
Prophet laid siege to them so that they descend from their forts, but they inflicted casualties 
on Muslims. The siege continued for about forty days, during which a Sacred Month began, and 
the siege continued for several days in that month. The Messenger broke the siege and went 
back (to Makkah). So fighting that carries over into it the Sacred Month is not the same as 
initiating warfare during it, Allah knows best. 



(37. The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief: thereby the 
disbelievers are led astray, for they make it lawful one year and forbid it another year in order 
to adjust the number of months forbidden by Allah, and make such forbidden ones lawful. The 
evil of their deeds is made fair-seeming to them. And Allah guides not the people who 
disbelieve.) 



Admonishing the Preference of Opinion in a Religious Matter 

Allah admonishes the idolators for choosing their wicked opinions over Allah's Law. They 
changed Allah's legislation based upon their vain desires, allowing what Allah prohibited and 
prohibiting what Allah allowed. They thought that three consecutive sacred months were 
rather long for them to remain without fighting, for they were full of anger and rage. This is 
why before Islam they innovated a change in the Sacred Month of Muharram, delaying it to the 
month of Safari Therefore, they allowed fighting in the Sacred Month and made the non-sacred 
month sacred, to make the Sacred Months in a year four, as Allah decided! " AM bin Abi Talhah 
said that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief), "Junadah bin " Awf bin 
Umayyah Al-Kinani, known as Abu Thumamah, used to attend the Hajj season every year and 
declare, 'Abu Thumamah is never rejected nor refuted!,' and he used to treat Safar as sacred 
for people one year and un-sanctify Muharram and treat Muharram as sacred another year 
and un-sanctify Safar in that year . This is why Allah said, 



(The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief. ) nAllah says, 'They 
allow Muharram one year and make it sacred another year."' AI-'Awfi narrated a similar 
statement from Ibn 'Abbas. Layth bin Abi Sulaym narrated that Mujahid said, "There was a man 
from Bani Kinanah who would attend the Hajj season every year riding his donkey. He would 
proclaim, '0 people! I am never rejected, denied or refuted in what I say. We made this 
coming Muharram sacred, and Safar not!' The following year he would come again and declare 
the same words then say, 'We made this coming Safar sacred and delayed Muharram (revoked 
its sanctity).' This is the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(in order to adjust the number of months forbidden by Allah), to four months. Allah says, ' They 
allow what Allah disallowed by delaying the Sacred Month.'" The idolators used to allow 
Muharram one year and sanctify Safar in its place. They would continue the months of the year 
according to their normal count and names. The next year they would sanctify Muharram and 
continue the year, Safar, Rabi' , until the end of the year. 



(They make it lawful one year and forbid it another year in order to adjust the number of 
months forbidden by Allah, and make such forbidden ones lawful.) Therefore, they would still 
sanctify four months every year, but would one year sanctify the third from the three 
consecutive Sacred Months, Muharram, and postpone and delay it another year to Safar. In his 
book of Srah, Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq presented a very useful beneficial discussion on this 
matter. He said; "The first to start the practice of overlooking the sanctity of months for the 
Arabs, thus allowing what Allah sanctified of them and sanctifying what Allah allowed of them, 
was "Al-Qalammas". He was Hudhayfah bin ' Abd Fuqaym bin ' Adi bin ' Amr bin Tha' labah bin 
Al-Harith bin Malik bin Kinanah bin Khuzaymah bin Mudrikah bin llyas bin Mudar bin Nizar bin 
Ma' dd bin ' Adnan. His son ' Abbad maintained this practice, then after him his son Qala' bin 
' Abbad did the same, Then his son Umayyah bin Qala' , then his son ' Awf bin Umayyah, then 
his son Abu Thumamah Junadah bin 'Awf. He was the last one of his sons (to continue this 
practice) before Islam. The Arabs used to gather around him when Hajj finished, and he would 
stand and give them a speech in which he sanctifies Rajab, Dhul-Qa'dah and Dhul-Hijjah. He 
would defer the sanctity of Muharram to Safar one year and uphold its sanctity another year, so 
as to appear upholding the number (of Sacred Months) Allah made sacred. Therefore, he would 
allow what Allah prohibited and prohibit what Allah allowed." Allah knows best. 



(38. you who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to march forth 
in the cause of Allah, you cling heavily to the earth Are you pleased with the life of this world 
rather than the Hereafter But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the 
Hereafter.) (39. If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment and will 
replace you by another people; and you cannot harm Him at all, and Allah is able to do all 
things.) 



Admonishing clinging to Life rather than rushing to perform Jihad 

Allah admonishes those who lagged behind the Messenger of Allah in the battle of Tabuk, at a 
time when fruitswere ripe and shades tempting in the intense and terrible heat, 



(0 you who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to march forth in 
the cause of Allah), if you are called to perform Jihad in the cause of Allah, 



(you cling heavily to the earth), reclining to remain in peace, shade and ripe fruits. 



(Are you pleased with the life of this world rather than the Hereafter), why do you do this, is it 
because you prefer this life instead of the Hereafter Allah next diminishes the eagerness for 
this worldly life and increases it for the Hereafter, 



(But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the Hereafter.) Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Al-Mustawrid, a member of Bani Fihr, said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The life of this world, compared to the Hereafter, is just like when one of you dips his finger 
in the sea, let him contemplate how much of it his finger would carry.) The Prophet pointed 
with his index finger. Muslim collected this Hadith. Ath-Thawri narrated that Al-A' mash said 
about the Ayah, 



(But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the Hereafter.) "What 
compares to the provision a traveler takes." 'Abdul-' Aziz bin Abi Hazim narrated that his 
father said, "When 'Abdul-' Aziz bin Marwan was dying he said, 'Bring the shroud I will be 
covered with so that I inspect it.' When it was placed before him, he looked at it and said, ' Is 
this what I will end up with from this life' He then turned his back and cried, while saying, 
' Woe to you, life! Your abundance is truly little, your little is short lived, we were deceived 
by you.'" Allah warnsthose who do not join Jihad, 



(If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah's 
Messenger called some Arabs to mobilize, but they lagged behind and Allah witheld rain from 
coming down on them, and this wastheir torment." Allah said, 



(and will replace you by another people), who will give aid to His Prophet and establish his 
religion. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if you turn away (from the obedience to Allah), He will exchange you for some other 
people and they will not be your likes.) 47:38 



(and you cannot harm Him at all), you can never harm Allah when you lag behind and stay away 
from joining Jihad, 



(and Allah is able to do all things.) He is able to destroy the enemies without your help. 



(40. If you help him (Muhammad ) not (it does not matter), for Allah did indeed help him when 
the disbelievers drove him out, the second of the two; when they were both in the cave, he 
said to his companion: "Be not sad (or afraid), surely, Allah is with us." Then Allah sent down 
His Sakinah (calmness, tranquillity, peace) upon him, and strengthened him with forces 
(angels) which you saw not, and made the word of those who disbelieved the lowermost, while 
the Word of Allah that became the uppermost; and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 



Allah supports His Prophet 

Allah said, 



(If you help him not), if you do not support His Prophet , then it does not matter, for Allah will 
help, support, suffice and protect him, just as He did, 



(when the disbelievers drove him out, the second of the two;) During the year of the Hijrah, 
the idolators tried to kill, imprison or expel the Prophet , who escaped with his friend and 
Companion, Abu Bakr bin Abi Quhafah, to the cave of Thawr. They remained in the cave for 
three days so that the pagans who were sent in their pursuit, returned (to Makkah), and they 
proceed to Al-Madinah. While in the cave, Abu Bakr was afraid the pagans might discover them 
for fear that some harm might touch the Messenger . The Prophet kept reassuring him and 
strengthening his resolve, saying, 



« » 

(0 Abu Bakr! What do you think about two, with Allah as their third) Imam Ahmad recorded 
from Anas that Abu Bakr said to him, "I said to the Prophet when we were in the cave, ' If any 
of them looks down at his feet, he will see us.' He said, 

« » 

(0 Abu Bakr! What do you think about two with Allah astheir third)" This is recorded in the Two 
Sahihs. This is why Allah said, 



(Then Allah sent down His Sakinah upon him) sent His aid and triumph to His Messenger , or 
they say it refers to Abu Bakr, 



(and strengthened him with forces which you saw not), the angels, 



(and made the word of those who disbelieved the lowermost, while the Word of Allah that 
became the uppermost;) Ibn " Abbas commented, "The word of those who disbelieved', is Shirk, 
while, ' The Word of Allah' is * La ilaha illallah." It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Musa 
AI-AslV ari said, "The Messenger of Allah was asked about a man who fights because of courage, 
or out of rage for his honor, or to show off. Whom among them is in the cause of Allah' The 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(He who fights so that Allah's Word is superior, then he fights in Allah's cause.)" Allah said next, 



(and Allah is All-Mighty), in His revenge and taking retribution, He is the Most Formidable and 
those who seek refuge with Him and take shelter by adhering to what He instructs are never 
made to suffer injustice, 



(All-Wise), in His statements and actions. 



(41. March forth, whether you are light or heavy, and strive hard with your wealth and your 
lives in the cause of Allah. This is better for you, if you but knew.) 



Jihad is required in all Conditions 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from his father from Abu Ad-Duha, Muslim bin Subayh, who said, 
"This Ayah, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) was the first part to be revealed from Surah 
Bara'ah." Mu' tamir bin Sulayman narrated that his father said, "Hadrami claimed that he was 
told that some people used to declare that they will not gain sin (if they lag behind the forces 
of Jihad) because they are ill or old. This Ayah was revealed, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy.)" Allah commanded mass mobilization together 
with the Messenger of Allah for the battle of Tabuk, to fight the disbelieving, People of the 
Book, the Romans, Allah's enemies. Allah ordained that the believers all march forth with the 
Messenger regardless whether they felt active, lazy, at ease or had difficult circumstances, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) Al i bin Zayd narrated that Anas said that Abu 
Talhah commented (on this Ayah), "Whether you are old or young, Allah did not leave an 
excuse for anyone." Abu Talhah marched to Ash-Sham and fought until he was killed. In another 
narration, Abu Talhah recited Surah Bara'ah until he reached this Ayah, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy, and strive hard with your wealth and your lives in 
the cause of Allah.) He then said, "I see that Allah had called us to mobilize whether we are old 
or young. O my children! Prepare my supplies." His children said, " May Allah grant you His 
mercy! You conducted Jihad along with the Messenger of Allah until he died, then with Abu 
Bakr until he died, then with * Umar until he died. Let us perform Jihad in your place." Abu 
Talhah refused and he went to the sea under the command of Mu' awiyah where he died. 
They could not find an island to bury him on until nine days later, during which his body did not 
deteriorate or change and they buried him on the island. As-Suddi said, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy), whether you are rich, poor, strong, or weak. A 
man came forward, and he was fat, complained, and asked for permission to stay behind from 
Jihad , but the Prophet refused. Then this Ayah, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) was revealed, and it became hard on the people. 
So Allah abrogated it with this Ayah, 



r(There is no blame on those who are weak or ill or who find no resources to spend, if they are 
sincere and true (in duty) to Allah and His Messenger) 9:91 ." Ibn Jarir said that Hibban bin 
Zayd Ash-Shaf abi narrated to him, "We mobilized our forces with Safwan bin * Amr, who was 
the governor of Hims towards the city of Ephsos appointed to the Jerajima Christian 
expatriates (in Syria). I saw among the army an old, yet active man, whose eyebrows had sunk 
over his eyes (from old age), from the residents of Damascus, riding on his animal. I said to 
him, ' uncle! Allah has given you an excuse (to lag behind).' He said, ' O my nephew! Allah 
has mobilized us whether we are light or heavy. Verily, those whom Allah loves, He tests them. 
Then to Allah is their return and eternal dwelling. Allah tests from His servants whoever thanks 
(Him) and observes patience and remembrance of Him, all the while worshipping Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored, and worshipping none else.'" Next, Allah encourages spending in His 
cause and striving with one's life in His pleasure and the pleasure of His Messenger , 



(and strive hard with your wealth and your lives in the cause of Allah. This is better for you, if 
you but knew.) Allah says, this is better for you in this life and the Hereafter. You might spend 
small amounts, but Allah will reward you the property of your enemy in this life, as well as, the 
honor that He will keep for you in the Hereafter. The Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Allah promised the Mujahid in His cause that if He brings death to him, He will enter him into 
Paradise. Or, He will return him to his house with whatever reward and war spoils he earns.) So 
Allah said; 



(Jihad is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing 
which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not 
know.) 2:216 Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said to a man, 

« » 

(Embrace Islam,) but the man said, "I dislike doing so." The Messenger said, 

« » 

(Embrace Islam even if you dislike it)." 



(42. Had it been a near gain and an easy journey, they would have followed you, but the 
distance was long for them; and they would swear by Allah: "If we only could, we would 
certainly have come forth with you." They destroy themselves, and Allah knows that they are 
liars.) 



Why Hypocrites would not join in Jihad 

Allah admonishes those who lagged behind and did not join the Prophet for the battle of 
Tabuk, those who asked the Prophet for permission to remain behind, falsely pretending to 
have legitimate reasonsto do so, 



(Had it been a near gain), booty right in front of them, according to Ibn * Abbas, 



(and an easy journey), travel for only a short distance, 



(they would have followed you.) But, 



(the distance was long for them), to Ash-Sham, 



(and they would swear by Allah), when you return to them, 



(If we only could, we would certainly have come forth with you), had not there been a valid 
excuse, we would have gone out with you, 



(They destroy themselves, and Allah knows that they are liars.) 



(43. May Allah forgive you. Why did you grant them leave, until those who told the truth were 
manifest to you, and you had known the liars) (44. Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, 
would not ask your leave to be exempted from fighting with their properties and their lives; 
and Allah is the All-Knower of those who have Taqwa.) (45. It is only those who believe not in 
Allah and the Last Day and whose hearts are in doubt that ask your leave. 3d in their doubts 
they waver.) 



Moderately criticizing the Prophet for allowing the Hypocrites to 

stay behind 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that " Awn said, "Have you heard criticism softer than this, starting with 
forgiveness before criticism, 



(May Allah forgive you. Why did you grant them leave...)" Muwarriq Al-' Ijli and others said 
similarly. Qatadah said, "Allah criticized him as you read here, then later revealed to him the 
permission to allow them to lag behind if he wants, in Surat An-Nur, 



(So if they ask your permission for some affairs of theirs, give permission to whom you will of 
them) 24:62 ." ' Ata' Al-Khurasani said similarly. Mujahid said, "This Ayah was revealed about 
some people who said, 'Ask permission from the Messenger of Allah to stay behind , and 
whether he agrees, or disagrees, remain behind!"' Allah said, 



(...until those who told the truth were manifest to you), in reference to valid excuses, 



(and you had known the liars) Allah says, " Why did you not refuse to give them permission to 
remain behind when they asked you, so that you know those who truly obey you and the liars, 
who were intent on remaining behind even if you do not give them permission to do so, Allah 
asserts that none who believe in Allah and His Messenger seek his permission to remain behind 
from fighting, 



(would not ask your leave), to stay behind from Jihad, 



(Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, to be exempted from fighting with their 
properties and their lives.) because they consider Jihad an act of worship. This is why when 
Allah called them to perform Jihad, they obeyed and hasten to act in His obedience, 



(and Allah is the All-Knower of those who have Taqwa. Those who ask your leave), to remain 
behind, without a valid excuse, 



(those who believe not in Allah and the Last Day), they do not hope for Allah's reward in the 
Hereafter for their good actions, 



(and whose hearts are in doubt), about the validity of what you brought them, 



(so in their doubts they waver.) They waver in doubt, taking one step forward and one step 
back. They do not have a firm stance in anything, for they are unsure and destroyed, neither 
belonging to these nor to those. Verily, those whom Allah misguides, will never find a way for 
themselvesto guidance. 



(46. And if they had intended to march out, certainly, they would have made some preparation 
for it; but Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so He made them lag behind, and it was 
said (to them): "St among those who sit (at home).") (47. Had they marched out with you, they 
would have added to you nothing except disorder, and they would have hurried about in your 
midst (spreading corruption) and sowing sedition among you -- and there are some among you 
who would have listened to them. And Allah is the All-Knower of the wrongdoers.) 



Exposing Hypocrites 

Allah said, 



(And if they had intended to march out,), with you to participate in Jihad 



(certainly, they would have made some preparation for it) they would have prepared for such 
task, 



(but Allah was averse to their being sent forth) Allah hated that they should go with you, 



(so He made them lag behind, and stay away from Jihad , 



(and it was said (to them): "St you among those who sit (at home)") as a part of what was 
decreed for them not that He legislated that they stay behind . Allah then explained why He 
disliked that they march with the believers, saying, 



(Had they marched out with you, they would have added to you nothing except disorder), 
because they are cowards and failures, 



(and they would have hurried about in your midst sowing sedition among you) They would have 
rushed to spread false stories, hatred and discord among you, 



(and there are some among you who would have listened to them.) who would have obeyed 
them, given preference to their speech and words and asked them for advice, unaware of the 
true reality of these hypocrites. This might have caused corruption and great evil between the 
believers. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Those who sought permission (from the Messenger to lag 
behind) included some of the chiefs, such as 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul and Al-Jadd bin 
Qays, who were masters of their people. Allah also made them lag behind because He knew 
that if they went along with the Messenger they would sow sedition in his army." There were 
some in the Prophet's army who liked these chiefs and were ready to obey them, because they 
considered them honorable, 



(and there are some among you who would have listened to them) 9:47 . Allah next reminds of 
His perfect knowledge, saying, 



(And Allah is the All-Knower of the wrongdoers.) Allah says that He knows what occurred, what 
will occur and if anything would have occurred, how it would occur, such as, 



(Had they marched out with you, they would have added to you nothing except disorder,) 
indicating what they would have done had they marched, even though they did not. Allah said 
in similar Ayat, 



(But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars.) 6:28 , 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen; and even if He 
had made them listen, they would but have turned away with aversion (to the truth)) 8:23 , 
and, 



(And if We had ordered them (saying), "Kill yourselves (the innocent ones kill the guilty ones) or 
leave your homes," very few of them would have done it; but if they had done what they were 
told, it would have been better for them, and would have strengthened their conviction. And 
indeed We would then have bestowed upon them a great reward from Ourselves. And indeed 
We would have guided them to the straight way) 4:66-68 . 



(48. Verily, they had plotted sedition before, and had upset matters for you, until the truth 
(victory) came and the decree of Allah became manifest though they hated it.) 



Allah encourages His Prophet against hypocrites, 



(Verily, they had plotted sedition before, and had upset matters for you,) 'For a long time,' 
Allah says, hypocrites thought and plotted against you and your Companions, as well as, failing 
and attempting to extinguish your religion.' This occurred soon after the Prophet migrated to 
Al-Madinah, when pagan Arabs joined force and the Jews and hypocrites of Al-Madinah waged 
war against the Messenger . When Allah gave victory to the Prophet in Badr and raised high his 
word, 'Abdullah bin Ubayy and his fellows said, "This (Islam) is a matter that has prevailed." 
They embraced Islam outwardly, and whenever Allah elevated Islam and its people in might, 
hypocrites increased in rage and disappointment, 



(until the truth (victory) came and the decree of Allah became manifest though they hated it.) 



(49. And among them is he who says: "Grant me leave and put me not into trial." Surely, they 
have fallen into trial. And verily, Hell is surrounding the disbelievers.) Allah says, some 
hypocrites say to you, Muhammad , 



(Grant me leave), to stay behind, 



(and put me not into trial.), if I go with you and see the women of the Romans. Allah, the 
Exalted, replied, 



5(Surely, they have fallen into trial) because of the statement they uttered. Muhammad bin 
Ishaq reported from Az-Zuhri, Yazid bin Ruwman, 'Abdullah bin Abi Bakr, ' Asim bin Qatadah 
and several others that they said, "The Messenger of Allah said to Al-Jadd bin Qays from Bani 
Salimah, 



« » 

('Would you like to fight the yellow ones (Romans) this year) He said, '0 Allah's Messenger! 
Give me permission (to remain behind) and do not cause Fitnah for me. By Allah! My people 
know that there is not a man who is more fond of women than I. I fear that if I see the women 
of the yellow ones, I would not be patient.' The Messenger of Allah turned away from him and 
said, 



« » 

(I give you permission.) In Al-Jadd'scase, this Ayah was revealed, 



(And among them is he who says: "Grant me leave and put me not into trial.") Therefore, Allah 
says that the Fitnah that he fell into because of not joining the Messenger of Allah (in Jihad) 
and preferring his safety to the safety of the Messenger is worse than the Fitnah that he falsely 
claimed to fear." It was reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others that this Ayah 
was revealed in the case of Al-Jadd bin Qays, who was among the chiefs of Bani Salimah. It is 
also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah asked, 



« » 



(Who is your chief, Bani Salamah) They said, "Al-Jadd bin Qays, although we consider him a 
miser." The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There is not a disease worse than stinginess! Therefore, your chief is the white young man 
with curly hair, Bishr bin Al-Bara' bin Ma'rur.) Allah said next, 



(And verily, Hell is surrounding the disbelievers.) and they will never be able to avoid, avert, or 
escape from it. 



(50. If good befalls you, it grievesthem, but if a calamity overtakes you, they say: "We took our 
precaution beforehand," and they turn away rejoicing.) (51. Say: "Nothing shall ever happen to 
us except what Allah has ordained for us. He is our Mawla (protector)." And in Allah let the 
believers put their trust.) 



Allah emphasizes the enmity that the hypocrites have for the 

Prophet . 

a blessing, such as victory and triumph over the enemies, is given to the Prophet , thus pleasing 
him and his Companions, it grieves the hypocrites, 



(but if a calamity overtakes you, they say: "We took our precaution beforehand,"), they say, we 
took precautions when we did not join him, 



(and they turn away rejoicing.) Allah directed His Prophet to reply to the perfect enmity they 
have towards him, 



(Say), to them, 



(Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us.) for we are under His 
control and decree, 



(He is our Mawla.), Master and protector, 



(And in Allah let the believers put their trust) 9:51 , and we trust in Him. Verily, He is 
sufficient for us and what an excellent guardian. 



(52. Say: "Do you wait for us (anything) except one of the two best things; while we await for 
you either that Allah will afflict you with a punishment from Himself or at our hands. So wait, 
we too are waiting with you.") (53. Say: "Spend willingly or unwillingly, it will not be accepted 
from you. Verily, you are ever a people who are rebellious.") (54. And nothing prevents their 
contributions from being accepted from them except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His 
Messenger, and that they came not to the Salah except in a lazy state, and that they offer not 
contributions but unwillingly.) Allah said, 



(Say), Muhammad to them, 



(Do you wait for us), anything, 



(except one of the two best things), martyrdom or victory over you, according to the meaning 
given by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, and others. 



(while we await for you), that this will touch you, 



(either that Allah will afflict you with a punishment from Himself or at our hands), either 
capture or killing, 



(So wait, we too are waiting with you.) Allah said next, 



(Say: Spend willingly or unwillingly), for whatever you spend either way, 



(it will not be accepted from you. Verily, you are ever a people who are rebellious.) Allah 
mentionsthe reason behind not accepting their charity from them, 



(except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His Messenger. ) and the deeds are accepted if 
they are preceded with faith, 



(and that they came not to the Salah except in a lazy state.) Therefore, they neither have good 
intention nor eagerness to perform the acts of faith , 



(And nothing prevents their contributions from being accepted from them except that they 
disbelieved in Allah and in His Messenger, and that they came not to the Salah (the prayer) 
except in a lazy state, and that they offer not contributions but unwillingly.) The Truthful, to 
whom the Truth was revealed, Muhammad, peace be upon him, said that Allah does not stop 
giving rewards until you (believers) stop performing good deeds, and that Allah isTayyib Good 
and Pure and only accepts what is Tayyib. This is why Allah does not accept charity or good 
deeds from the people described in these Ayat, because He only accepts it from those who 
have Taqwa. 



(55. So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish 
them with these things in the life of this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while 
they are disbelievers.) Allah saysto His Messenger , 



(So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you...) In similar Ayat, Allah said, 



(And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to various 
groups of them, the splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them thereby. But the 
provision (good reward in the Hereafter) of your Lord is better and more lasting) 20:131 , and, 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) 23:55-56 . Allah said next, 



(in reality Allah's plan is to punish them with these things in the life of this world,) by taking 
the Zakah due on their money from them and spending it in Allah's cause, according to the 
meaning given by Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Allah's statement, 



(and that their souls shall depart while they are disbelievers) means, so that when Allah brings 
death to them, they will still be disbelievers, to make matters worse for them and the torment 
more severe. We seek refuge from such an end, which includes being led astray gradually by 
these things which they have. 



(56. They swear by Allah that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they are a 
people (hypocrites) who are afraid (that you may kill them).) (57. Should they find a refuge, or 
caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn straightway thereto with a swift rush.) 



Exposing Hypocrites' Fright and Fear 

Allah describesto His Prophet the fright, fear, anxiety and nervousness of the hypocrites, 



(They swear by Allah that they are truly of you), swearing a sure oath, 



(while they are not of you), in reality, 



(but they are a people who are afraid), and this is what made them swear. 



(Should they find a refuge), such as a fort in which they hide and fortify themselves, 



(or caves), in some mountains, 



(or a place of concealment), a tunnel or a hole in the ground, according to the explanation 
given by Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah, 



(they would turn straightway thereto with a swift rush) away from you because they associate 
with you unwillingly, not because they are fond of you. They prefer that they do not have to 
mix with you, but necessity has its rules! It is because of this that they feel grief, sadness and 
sorrow, seeing Islam and its people enjoying ever more might, triumph and glory. Therefore, 
whatever pleases Muslims brings them grief, and this is why they prefer to disassociate 
themselves from the believers. Hence Allah's statement, 



(Should they find a refuge, or caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn straightway 
thereto with a swift rush.) 



(58. And of them are some who accuse you concerning (the distribution of) the alms. If they 
are given part thereof, they are pleased, but if they are not given thereof, behold! They are 
enraged!) (59. Would that they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them and 
had said: "Allah is sufficient for us. Allah will give us of His bounty, and so will His Messenger. 
We implore Allah (to enrich us).") 



Hypocrites question the Integrity of the Messenger when 

distributing Alms 

Allah said next, 



(And of them), among the hypocrites, 



(who accuse you) or question your integrity, 



(concerning), division of, 



(the alms), when you divide them. They question your fairness, even though it is they who 
deserve that their integrity be questioned. The hypocrites do not do this in defense of the 
religion, but to gain more for themselves. This is why, 



(If they are given) meaning, from the Zakah, 



(They are pleased, but if they are not given thereof, behold! They are enraged!) 9:58 , angry 
for themselves. Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(And of them are some who accuse you concerning the alms. ) "Allah says, 'Some of them 
question your integrity in the matter of distribution of the alms.' We were told that a bedouin 
man, who had recently embraced Islam, came to the Prophet , when he was dividing some gold 
and silver, and said to him, '0 Muhammad! Even though Allah commanded you to divide in 
fairness, you have not done so.' The Prophet of Allah said, 

« » 

(Woe to you! Who would be fair to you after me then) The Prophet of Allah said next, 

» 



« 

(Beware of this man and his likes! There are similar persons in my Ummah who recite the 
Qur'an, but the Qur'an will not go beyond their throat. If they rise (against Muslims rulers) then 
kill them, if they rise, kill them, then if they rise kill them.) We were also told that the 
Prophet of Allah used to say, 

» 

« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my life! I do not give or withhold anything; I am only a keeper.)" This 
statement from Qatadah is similar to the Hadith that the Two Shaykhs narrated from Abu Sa' id 
about the story of Dhul-Khuwaysirah, whose name was Hurqus. Hurqus protested against the 
Prophet's division of the war spoils of Hunayn, saying, "Be fair, for you have not been fair!" The 
Prophet said, 

« » 



(I would have become a loser and a failure if I was not fair!) The Messenger said after that man 
left, 



» 



« 

(Among the offspring of this man will be some with whose prayer, when one of you sees it, 
would belittle his prayer, and his fast as compared to their fast. They will be renegades from 
the religion, just like an arrow goes through the game's body. Wherever you find them, kill 
them, for verily, they are the worst dead people under the cover of the sky.) Allah said next, 
while directing such people to what is more beneficial for them than their behavior, 



(Would that they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them and had said: 
"Allah is sufficient for us. Allah will give us of His bounty, and so will His Messenger (from 
alms). We implore Allah (to enrich us).") This honorable Ayah contains a gracious type of 
conduct and an honorable secret. Allah listed; contentment with what He and His Messenger 
give, trusting in Allah alone -- by saying; 



(and they had said: Allah is sufficient for us), and hoping in Allah alone, and He made these the 
indications of obedience to the Messenger , adhering to his commands, avoiding his 
prohibitions, believing his narrations and following his footsteps. 



(60. As-Sadaqat (i.e., Zakah) are only for the Fuqara', and Al-Masakin and those employed to 
collect (the funds); and to attract the hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islam); 
and to free the captives; and for those in debt; and for Allah's cause, and for Ibn As-Sabil; a 
duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) 



Expenditures of Zakah (Alms) 

After Allah mentioned the protest that the ignorant hypocrites mentioned to the Prophet about 
the distribution of alms. He stated that it is He who divided the alms, explained its rulings and 
decided in its division; He did not delegate this decision to anyone else. Allah mentioned the 
expenditures of Zakah in this Ayah, starting with the Fuqara' (the poor) because they have 
more need than the other categories, since their need is pressing and precarious. It was 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ibn Zayd and several others said that the 
Faqir is a graceful person who does not ask anyone for anything, while the Miskin is the one 
who follows after people, begging. Qatadah said, "The Faqir is the ill person, while the Miskin is 
physically fit." We will now mention the Hadiths about each of these eight categories 



The Fuqara' (Poor) 

Ibn ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The alms should not be given to the wealthy and the physically fit.) Ahmad, Abu Dawud and 
At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith 

The Masakin (Needy) 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



» 



« 



(The needy person is not the one who goes round the people and asks them for a mouthful or 
two (of meals) or a date or two). They asked, "Then who is the needy person, Allah's 
Messenger!" He said, (The one who does not have enough to satisfy his needs and whose 
condition is not known to others, that others may give him something in charity, and who does 
not beg of people.) The Two Shaykhs collected this Hadith 

Those employed to collect Alms 

Those employed to collect alms deserve a part of the alms, unless they are relatives of the 
Messenger of Allah , who are not allowed to accept any Sadaqah. Muslim recorded that ' Abdul- 
Muttalib bin RabP ah bin Al-Harith and Al-Fadl bin Al-' Abbas went to the Messenger of Allah 
asking him to employ them to collect the alms. The Messenger replied, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the alms are not allowed for Muhammad nor the relatives of Muhammad, for it is only 
the dirt that the people discard.) Al-Mu'allafatu Qulubuhum There are several types of Al- 
Mu'allafatu Qulubuhum. There are those who are given alms to embrace Islam. For instance, 
the Prophet of Allah gave something to Safwan bin Umayyah from the war spoils of Hunayn, 
even though he attended it while a Mushrik. Safwan said, "He kept giving me until he became 
the dearest person to me after he had been the most hated person to me." Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Safwan bin Umayyah said, "The Messenger of Allah gave me (from the spoils of) 
Hunayn while he was the most hateful person to me. He kept giving me until he became the 
most beloved person to me." Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, as well. Some of Al- 
Mu'allafatu Qulubuhum are given from alms so that they become better in Islam and their heart 
firmer in faith. For instance, the Prophet gave some of the chiefs of the Tulaqa' a hundred 
camels each after the battle of Hunayn, saying, 



» 



« 



(I give a man (from the alms) while another man is dearer to me than him, for fear that Allah 
might throw him on his face in the fire of Jahannam.) It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu 
Sa' id said that 'AM sent the Messenger of Allah a gold nugget still in its dirt from Yemen. The 
Prophet divided it between four men: Al-Aqra' bin Habis, " Uyaynah bin Badr, ' Alqamah bin 
' Ulathah and Zayd Al-Khayr, saying, 

« » 



(To draw their hearts closer.) £bme people are given because some of his peers might embrace 
Islam, while others are given to collect alms from surrounding areas, or to defend Muslim 
outposts. Allah knows best. 



The Riqab 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Muqatil bin Hayyan, * Umar bin ' Abdul-' Aziz, Sa' id bin Jubayr, An-Nakha* i, 
Az-Zuhri and Ibn Zayd said Riqab means those slaves who make an agreement with the master 
to pay a certain ransom for their freedom." Smilar was reported from Abu Musa Al-Ashf ari. Ibn 
'Abbas and Al-Hasan said, "It is allowed to use Zakah funds to buy the freedom of slaves," 
indicating that ' Riqab' has more general meanings than merely giving money to slaves to buy 
their freedom or one's buying a slave and freeing him on an individual basis. A Hadith states 
that for every limb of the servant freed, Allah frees a limb of the one who freed him from 
slavery, even a sexual organ for a sexual organ, for the reward is equitable to the deed, 



(And you will be requited nothing except for what you used to do.) 37:39 



Virtue of freeing Slaves 

In the Musnad, there is a Hadith from Al-Bara' bin ' Azib that a man asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Direct me to an action that draws me closer to Paradise and away from the Fire." The 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Emancipate the person and free the neck (slave).) The man asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! Are 
they not one and the same" He said, 



» 



« 



(No, you emancipate a person by freeing him on your own, but you untie a neck (slave) by 
helping in its price.) 



Al-Gharimun (the Indebted 

There are several types of indebted persons. They include those who incur expenses in solving 
disputes between people, those who guarantee a loan that became due, causing financial 
strain to them, and those whose funds do not sufficiently cover their debts. It also includes 
those who indulged in a sin and repented from it. These types have a right to a part of alms 



designated for Al-Gharimun . Qabisah bin Mukhariq Al-Hilali said, "I carried a debt resolving a 
dispute between people and went to the Messenger of Allah asking him to help pay it. The 
Messenger said, 

« » 

(Be patient until some alms are brought to us so that we give it to you.) He then said, 

: » 



« 

(O Qabisah! Begging is only allowed for three: a man who incurred debts solving disputes, so he 
is allowed to beg until he collects its amount and then stops. A man who was inflicted by a 
disaster that consumed his wealth, he is allowed to beg until he collects what suffices for his 
livelihood. And a man who was overcome by poverty, that three wise relatives of his stand up 
and proclaim, 'So-and-so was overcome by poverty.' This man is allowed to beg until he 
collects what sustains his livelihood. Other than these cases, begging is an unlawful amount 
that one illegally devours.) Muslim collected this Hadith. Abu Sa' id said, "During the time of 
the Messenger of Allah , a man was struck by disaster because of fruits that he bought, causing 
him extensive debts. The Prophet said, 

« » 



(Give him charity.) The people did that but the amount collected did not cover his debts. The 
Prophet said to the man's debtors, 

« » 

(Take what was collected, you will have nothing beyond that.)" Muslim collected this Hadith. 



In the Cause of Allah 

In the cause of Allah is exclusive for the benefit of the fighters in Jihad, who do not receive 
compensation from the Muslim Treasury. 

Ibn As-Sabil (Wayfarer) 

Ibn As-Sabil is a term used for the needy traveler in a land, where he does not have what helps 
him continue his trip. This type has a share in the Zakah for what suffices him to reach his 
destination, even if he had money there. The same is true for whoever intends to travel from 
his area but does not have enough money. This type also has a share in the Zakah money to 
suffice for his trip and back. This is proven in the Ayah as well as the following Hadith. Imams 
Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that Ma' mar said that Zayd bin Aslam said that x Ata' bin 
Yasar said that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Sadaqah is not rightful for a wealthy person except in five cases: those employed to collect it, 
one who bought a charity item with his money, a Gharim (debtor), a fighter in the cause of 
Allah, or a poor man who gets a part of the Zakah so he gives it as a gift to a rich man.) Allah's 
statement, 



(a duty imposed by Allah), means, a decision, decree and division ordained by Allah, 



(And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise), knowledgeable of all things outwardly and inwardly and 
what benefits His servants, 



(All-Wise), in all what he declares, does, legislates and decides, there is no true deity or lord 
except Him. 



(61. And among them are men who annoy the Prophet and say: "He is (lending his) ear (to every 
news)." Say: "He listens to what is best for you; he believes in Allah; has faith in the believers; 
and is a mercy to those of you who believe." But those who annoy Allah's Messenger, will have a 
painful torment.) 



Hypocrites annoy the Prophet 

Allah says, some hypocrites bother the Messenger of Allah by questioning his character, saying, 



(he is (lending his) ear), to those who say anything about us; he believes whoever talks to him. 
Therefore, if we went to him and swore, he would believe us. Similar was reported from Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah. Allah said, 



(Say: "He listens to what is best for you"), he knows who's saying the truth and who is lying, 



(he believes in Allah; has faith in the believers), he believes the believers, 



(and is a mercy to those of you who believe"), and a proof against the disbelievers, 



(But those who annoy Allah's Messenger, will have a painful torment.) 



(62. They swear by Allah to you (Muslims) in order to please you, but it is more fitting that they 
should please Allah and His Messenger, if they are believers.) (63. Know they not that whoever 
opposes and shows hostility to Allah and His Messenger, certainly for him will be the fire of Hell 
to abide therein. That isthe extreme disgrace.) 



Hypocrites revert to Lies to please People 

Qatadah said about Allah's statement, 



(They swear by Allah to you (Muslims) in order to please you) "A hypocrite man said, " By Allah! 
They (hypocrites) are our chiefs and masters. If what Muhammad says is true, they are worse 
than donkeys.' A Muslim man heard him and declared, " By Allah! What Muhammad says is true 
and you are worse than a donkey!' The Muslim man conveyed what happened to the Prophet 
who summoned the hypocrite and asked him, 

« » 

(What made you say what you said) That man invoked curses on himself and swore by Allah that 
he never said that. Meanwhile, the Muslim man said, ' Allah! Assert the truth of the truthful 
and expose the lies of the liar.' Allah revealed this Verse.'" Allah's statement, 



(Know they not that whoever opposes and shows hostility to Allah and His Messenger,) means, 
have they not come to know and realize that those who defy, oppose, wage war and reject 
Allah, thus becoming on one side while Allah and His Messenger on another side, 



(certainly for him will be the fire of Hell to abide therein), in a humiliating torment, 



(That isthe extreme disgrace) 9:63 , that isthe greatest disgrace and the tremendous misery. 



(64. The hypocrites fear lest a Surah should be revealed about them, showing them what is in 
their hearts. Say: "(Go ahead and) mock! But certainly Allah will bring to light all that you 
fear.") 



The Hypocrites fear Public Exposure of Their Secrets 

Mujahid said, "The hypocrites would say something to each other then declare, 'We wish that 
Allah does not expose this secret of ours," There is a similar Ayah to this one, that is, Allah's 
statement, 



(And when they come to you, they greet you with a greeting wherewith Allah greets you not, 
and say within themselves: "Why should Allah punish us not for what we say" Hell will be 
sufficient for them; they will burn therein. And worst indeed is that destination!) 58:8 . Allah 
said in this Ayah, 



(Say: "(Go ahead and) mock! But certainly Allah will bring to light all that you fear."), He will 
expose and explain your reality to His Messenger through revelation. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Or do those in whose hearts is a disease (of hypocrisy), think that Allah will not bring to light 
all their hidden ill-wills) 47:29 , until, 



(but surely, you will know them by the tone of their speech!) 47:30 . This is why, according to 
Qatadah, this Surah is called 'Al-Fadihah' (the Exposing), because it exposed the hypocrites. 



(65. If you ask them (about this), they declare: "We were only talking idly and joking." Say: 
"Was it at Allah, and His Ayat and His Messenger that you were mocking") (66. Make no excuse; 
you disbelieved after you had believed. If We pardon some of you, We will punish others among 
you because they were criminals.) 



The Hypocrites rely on False, Misguided Excuses 

Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "During the battle of Tabuk, a man was sitting in a gathering and said, 
x I have never seen like these reciters of ours! They have the hungriest stomachs, the most lying 
tongues and are the most cowardice in battle.' A man in the Masjid said, 'You lie. You are a 
hypocrite, and I will surely inform the Messenger of Allah. ' This statement was conveyed to the 
Messenger of Allah and also a part of the Qur'an was revealed about it.'" 'Abdullah bin ' Umar 
said, "I have seen that man afterwards holding onto the shoulders of the Messenger's camel 
while stones were falling on him, declaring, ' Allah's Messenger! We were only engaged in idle 
talk and jesting,' while the Messenger of Allah was reciting, 



("Was it at Allah, and His Ayat and His Messenger that you were mocking") 9:65 .'" Allah said, 



(Make no excuse; you disbelieved after you had believed.) on account of your statement and 
mocking, 



(If We pardon some of you, We will punish others among you) for not all of you will be forgiven, 
some will have to taste the torment, 



(because they were criminals), they were criminals because of this terrible, sinful statement. 



(67. The hypocrites, men and women, are one from another; they enjoin evil, and forbid the 
good, and they close their hands. They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them. Verily, 
the hypocrites are the rebellious.) (68. Allah has promised the hypocrites -- men and women -- 
and the disbelievers, the fire of Hell; therein shall they abide. It will suffice them. Allah has 
cursed them and for them isthe lasting torment.) 



Other Characteristics of Hypocrites 

Allah admonishes the hypocrites who, unlike the believers, who enjoin righteousness and forbid 
evil, 



(they enjoin evil, and forbid the good, and they close their hands), from spending in Allah's 
cause, 



(They have forgotten Allah), they have forgotten the remembrance of Allah, 



(so He has forgotten them.), by treating them as if He has forgotten them. Allah also, 



(And it will be said: "This Day We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours) 
45:34 .Allah said, 



(Verily, the hypocrites are the rebellious) the rebellious from the way of truth who embrace 
the wicked way, 



(Allah has promised the hypocrites -- men and women -- and the disbelievers, the fire of Hell) 
on account of their evildoing mentioned here, 



(therein shall they abide.), for eternity, they and the disbelievers, 



(It will suffice them.), asatorment, 



(Allah has cursed them), He expelled and banished them from His mercy 



(and for them isthe lasting torment. 



(69. Like those before you: they were mightier than you in power, and more abundant in 
wealth and children. They had enjoyed their portion (a while), so enjoy your portion (a while) 
as those before you enjoyed their portion (a while); and you indulged in play and pastime as 
they indulged in play and pastime. Such are they whose deeds are in vain in this world and in 
the Hereafter. Such are they who are the losers.) Allah says, these people were touched by 
torment in this life and the Hereafter, just as those before them. Allah's statement, 



(their portion), means, they mocked their religion, according to Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Allah's 
statement, 



(and you indulged in play and pastime as they indulged in play and pastime), indulged in lies 
and falsehood, 



(Such are they whose deeds are in vain), their deeds are annulled; they will not acquire any 
rewards for them because they are invalid, 



(in this world and in the Hereafter. Such are they who are the losers.) because they will not 
acquire any rewards for their actions. Ibn ' Abbas commented, "How similar is this night to the 
last night, 



(Like those before you...) These are the Children of Israel, with whom we were compared. The 
Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my life! You will imitate them, and even if a man of them entered the 
den of a lizard, you will enter it likewise!)" Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



« » 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will follow the traditions of those who were before you a 
hand span for a hand-span and forearm's length for forearm's length, and an arm's length for an 
arm's length. And even if they enter the den of a lizard, you will also enter it.) They asked, 
"Who, Allah's Messenger, the People of the Book" He said, (Who else)" This Hadith is similar to 
another Hadith collected in the Sahih. 



(70. Has not the story reached them of those before them -- The people of Nuh,' Ad, Thamud, 
the people of Ibrahim, the dwellers of Madyan and the overturned cities; to them came their 
Messengers with clear proofs. So it was not Allah Who wronged them, but they used to wrong 
themselves.) 



Advising the Hypocrites to learn a Lesson from Those before Them 



Allah advises the hypocrites who reject the Messengers, 



(Has not the story reached them of those before them) have you (hypocrites) not learned the 
end of the nations before you who rejected the Messengers, 



(The people of Nuh), and the flood that drowned the entire population of the earth, except 
those who believed in Allah's servant and Messenger Nuh, peace be upon him, 



(and ' Ad), who perished with the barren wind when they rejected Hud, peace be upon him, 



(and Thamud), who were overtaken by the Sayhah (awful cry) when they denied Salih, peace 
be upon him, and killed the camel, 



(and the people of Ibrahim), over whom He gave Ibrahim victory and the aid of clear miracles. 
Allah destroyed their king Nimrod, son of Canaan, son of Koch from Canaan, may Allah curse 
him, 



(and the dwellers of Madyan), the people of Shu' ayb, peace be upon him, who were destroyed 
by the earthquake and the torment of the day of the Shade, 



(and the overturned cities), the people of Lut who used to live in Madyan. Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(And He destroyed the overturned cities) 53:53 , meaning the people of the overturned cities 
in reference to Sadum Sodom , their major city. Allah destroyed them all because they 



rejected Allah's Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, and because they committed the sin that 
none before them had committed homosexuality . 



(to them came their Messengers with clear proofs.), and unequivocal evidence, 



(So it was not Allah Who wronged them), when He destroyed them, for He established the 
proofs against them by sending the Messengers and dissipating the doubts, 



(but they used to wrong themselves), on account of their denying the Messengers and defying 
the Truth; this is why they earned the end, torment and punishment, that they did. 



(71. The believers, men and women, are supporters of one another; they enjoin good, and 
forbid evil; they perform the Salah, and give the Zakah, and obey Allah and His Messenger. 
Allah will have His mercy on them. Surely, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 



Qualities of Faithful Believers 

After Allah mentioned the evil characteristics of the hypocrites, He then mentioned the good 
qualities of the believers, 



(The believers, men and women, are supporters of one another;) they help and aid each other. 
Surely, an authentic Hadith states, 



« » 

(The believer to the believer is just like a building, its parts support each other.) and the 
Prophet crossed hisfingerstogether. IntheSahih it is recorded, 

» 



« 

(The example of the believers in the compassion and mercy they have for each other, is the 
example of one body: if a part of it falls ill, the rest of the body suffers with fever and 
sleeplessness.) Allah's statement, 



(...they enjoin good, and forbid evil), this is similar to, 



(Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining Al-Ma' ruf 
and forbidding the Munkar...) 3:104 . Allah said next, 



(they perform the Salah, and give the Zakah), they obey Allah and are kind to His creation, 



(and obey Allah and His Messenger), concerning what he commands and refraining from what 
he prohibits, 



(Allah will have mercy on them.) Therefore, Allah will give mercy to those who have these 
qualities, 



(Surely, Allah is All -Mighty), He grants glory to those who obey Him, for indeed, might and 
glory is from Allah Who gives it to His Messenger and the believers, 



(All-Wise), in granting these qualities to the believers, while giving evil characteristics to 
hypocrites. Surely, Allah's wisdom is perfect in all His actions; praise and glory be to Him. 



(72. Allah has promised the believers - men and women, -- Gardens under which rivers flow to 
dwell therein forever, and beautiful mansions in gardens of ' Adn (Eden; Paradise). But the 
greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah. That is the supreme success.) 



Good News for the Believers of Eternal Delight 

Allah describes the joys and eternal delight He has prepared for the believers, men and women 
in, 



(Gardens under which rivers flow to dwell therein forever) for eternity, 



(and beautiful mansions), built beautifully in good surroundings. In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded that Abu Musa, ' Abdullah bin Qays Al-Ash' ari said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Two gardens, their pots and whatever is in them are made of gold, and two gardens, their pots 
and whatever is in them are made of silver. Only the Veil of Pride of Allah's Face separates the 
people from gazing at Him, in the garden of Eden.) He also narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(For the believer in Paradise there is a tent like a hollow pearl which is sixty miles high in the 
sky, and in the tent the believer will have (so large) a family that he visits them all and some 
of them would not be able to see the others. ) The Two Sahihs collected this Hadith. It is 
recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



( ) 

« 



» 



« 

(Whoever believes in Allah and His Messenger, offers prayer perfectly and fasts the month of 
Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter whether he emigrates in 
Allah's cause, or remains in the land where he is born.) The people said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Shall we acquaint the people with this good news" He said, (Paradise has one-hundred grades 
which Allah has prepared for the Mujahidin who fight in His cause, the distance between each 
two grades is like the distance between the heaven and the earth. So, when you ask Allah, ask 
Him for Al-Firdaws which is the best and highest part of Paradise, from it gush forth the rivers 
of Paradise and above it is the 'Arsh (Throne) of the Beneficent.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said, that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 



» 



« 



(If you invoke Allah for Salah (blessings) on me, then also invoke Him to grant me Al-Wasilah.) 
He was asked, "What is Al-Wasilah, Allah's Messenger" He said, (The highest grade in Paradise, 
it will be for only one man, and I hope I am that man.) The Musnad contains a Hadith from Sa' d 
bin Mujahid At-Ta'i, that Abu Al-Mudillah said, that Abu Hurayrah said, "We said, ' Allah's 
Messenger! Talk to us about Paradise, what is it built of He said, 



» 



« 

(A brick of gold and a brick of silver. Its mortar is from musk, its gravel is pearls and rubies. Its 
sand is saffron. Whoever enters it will enjoy the delights, will never be hopeless, and will live 
forever and will not die. His clothes will never decay nor will his youth ever end.)" Allah said 
next, 



(But the greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah) 9:72 , meaning, Allah's pleasure is more 
grand, greater and better than the delight the believers will be enjoying in Paradise . Imam 
Malik narrated, that Zayd bin Aslam said that ' Ata' bin Yasar said that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, will say to the people of Paradise, ' O residents of Paradise!' 
They will say, ' Labbayka (here we are!), our Lord, and Sa' dayk (we are happy at your service!) 
and all the good is in Your Hand.' He will ask them, 'Are you pleased' They will say, " Why 
would not we be pleased, Lord, while You have given us what You have not given any other 
of your creation' He will say, ' Should I give you what is better than all this 1 They will say, ' 
Lord! What is better than all this' He will say, 'I will grant you My pleasure and will never 
afterwards be angry with you.') The Two Sahihs collected the Hadith of Malik. 



(73. Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh against 
them, their abode is Hell, -- and worst indeed is that destination.) (74. They swear by Allah 
that they said nothing (bad), but really they said the word of disbelief, and they disbelieved 
after accepting Islam, and they resolved that (plot) which they were unable to carry out, and 
they could not find any cause to do so except that Allah and His Messenger had enriched them 
of His bounty. If then they repent, it will be better for them, but if they turn away; Allah will 
punish them with a painful torment in this worldly life and in the Hereafter. And there is none 
for them on earth as a protector or a helper.) 



The Order for Jihad against the Disbelievers and Hypocrites 

Allah commanded His Messenger to strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites and 
to be harsh against them. Allah also commanded him to be merciful with the believers who 
followed him, informing him that the destination of the disbelievers and hypocrites is the Fire 
in the Hereafter. Ibn Mas' ud commented on Allah's statement, 



(Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites) "With the hand, or at least have a 
stern face with them." Ibn ' Abbas said, "Allah commanded the Prophet to fight the disbelievers 
with the sword, to strive against the hypocrites with the tongue and annulled lenient treatment 
of them." Ad-Dahhak commented, "Perform Jihad against the disbelievers with the sword and 
be harsh with the hypocrites with words, and this is the Jihad performed against them." Similar 
was said by Muqatil and Ar-Rabr . Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "Striving against them includes 
establishing the (Islamic Penal) Law of equality against them." In combining these statements, 
we could say that Allah causes punishment of the disbelievers and hypocrites with all of these 
methods in various conditions and situations, and Allah knows best. 



Reason behind revealing Ayah 9:74 

Al-Amawi said in his Book on Battles, "Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Az-Zuhri said that 
' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Abdullah bin Ka' b bin Malik narrated from his father, from his grandfather 
that he said, * Among the hypocrites who lagged behind from battle and concerning whom the 
Qur'an was revealed, was Al-Julas bin Suwayd bin As-Samit, who was married to the mother of 
" Umayr bin Sa' d. * Umayr was under the care of Al-Julas. When the Qur'an was revealed about 
the hypocrites, exposing their practices, Al-Julas said, 'By Allah! If this man (Muhammad) is 
saying the truth, then we are worse than donkeys.' ' Umayr bin Sa' d heard him and said, ' By 
Allah, Julas! You are the dearest person to me, has the most favor on me and I would hate 
that harm should touch you, more than I do concerning anyone else! You have uttered a 
statement that if I exposed, will expose you, but if I hide, it will destroy me. One of them is a 
lesser evil than the other.' So " Umayr went to the Messenger of Allah and told him what Al- 
Julas said. On realizing this, Al-Julas went to the Prophet and swore by Allah that he did not 



say what ' Umayr bin Sa' d conveyed he said. " He lied on me,' Al-Julas said. Allah sent in his 
case this verse, 



(They swear by Allah that they said nothing (bad), but really they said the word of disbelief, 
and they disbelieved after accepting Islam) until the end of Ayah. The Messenger of Allah 
conveyed this Ayah to Al-Julas, who, they claim, repented and his repentance was sincere, 
prompting him to refrain from hypocrisy.'" Imam Abu Ja'far Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "The Messenger of Allah was sitting under the shade of a tree when he said, 



» 



« 



(A man will now come and will look to you through the eyes of a devil. When he comes, do not 
talk to him.)' A man who looked as if he was blue (so dark) came and the Messenger of Allah 
summoned him and said, 

« » 

(Why do you curse me, you and your companions) That man went and brought his friends and 
they swore by Allah that they did nothing of the sort, and the Prophet pardoned them. Allah, 
the Exalted and Most Honored revealed thisverse, 



(They swear by Allah that they said nothing (bad)...) 

Hypocrites try to kill the Prophet 

Allah said next, 



(and they resolved that which they were unable to carry out) It was said that this Ayah was 
revealed about Al-Julas bin Suwayd, who tried to kill his wife's son when he said he would 
inform the Messenger of Allah about Al-Julas' statement we mentioned earlier . It was also said 
that it was revealed in the case of 'Abdullah bin Ubayy who plotted to kill the Messenger of 
Allah . As-Suddi said, "This verse was revealed about some men who wanted to crown " Abdullah 
bin Ubayy even if the Messenger of Allah did not agree. ,lt was reported that some hypocrites 



plotted to kill the Prophet , while he was at the battle of Tabuk, riding one night. They were a 
group of more than ten men. Ad-Dahhak said, "This Ayah was revealed about them." In his 
book, Dala'il An-Nubuwah, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman 
said, "I was holding the bridle of the Messenger's camel while * Ammar was leading it, or vise 
versa. When we reached Al-' Aqabah, twelve riders intercepted the Prophet . When I alerted 
the Messenger , he shouted at them and they all ran away. The Messenger of Allah asked us, 

« » 

(Did you know who they were) We said, * No, Allah's Messenger! They had masks However, we 
know their horses.' He said, 



» 

« 

(They are the hypocrites until the Day of Resurrection. Do you know what they intended) We 
said, ' No.' He said, 



» 



« 



(They wanted to mingle with the Messenger of Allah and throw him from the " Aqabah (to the 
valley).) We said, ' Allah's Messenger! Should you ask their tribes to send the head of each 
one of them to you' He said, 

. » 



« 



(No, for I hate that the Arabs should say that Muhammad used some people in fighting and 
when Allah gave him victory with their help, he commanded that they be killed.) He then said, 
(0 Allah! Throw the Dubaylah at them.) We asked, 'What is the Dubaylah, Allah's Messenger' 
He said, 



» 



« 



(A missile of fire that falls on the heart of one of them and brings about his demise.)" Abu At- 
Tufayl said, "Once, there was a dispute between Hudhayfah and another man, who asked him, 
x l ask you by Allah, how many were the Companions of AI-'Aqabah' The people said to 
Hudhayfah, " Tell him, for he asked you.' Hudhayfah said, ' We were told that they were 
fourteen men, unless you were one of them, then the number is fifteen! I testify by Allah that 
twelve of them are at war with Allah and His Messenger in this life and when the witness comes 
forth for witness. Three of them were pardoned, for they said, 'We did not hear the person 
whom the Messenger sent to announce something, and we did not know what the people had 
plotted,' for the Prophet had been walking when he said, 

« » 

(Water is scarce, so none among you should reach it before me.) When he found that some 
people had reached it before him, he cursed them.'" ' Ammar bin Yasir narrated in a Hadith 
collected by Muslim, that Hudhayfah said to him that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Among my Companions are twelve hypocrites who will never enter Paradise or find its scent, 
until the camel enters the thread of the needle. Eight of them will be struck by the Dubaylah, 
which is a missile made of fire that appears between their shoulders and pierces their chest.) 
This is why Hudhayfah was called the holder of the secret, for he knew who these hypocrites 
were, since the Messenger of Allah gave their namesto him and none else. Allah said next, 



(and they could not find any cause to do so except that Allah and His Messenger had enriched 
them of His bounty.) This Ayah means, the Messenger did not commit an error against them, 
other than that Allah has enriched them on account of the Prophet's blessed and honorable 
mission! And had Allah guided them to what the Prophet came with, they would have 
experienced its delight completely. The Prophet once said to the Ansar, 



» 



« 



(Have I not found you misguided and Allah guided you through me, divided and Allah united you 
through me, and poor and Allah enriched you through me) Whenever the Messenger asked them 
a question, they replied, "Allah and His Messenger have granted the favor." This type of 
statement, 



(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah...), is uttered when there is no wrong 
committed. Allah called the hypocritesto repent, 



(If then they repent, it will be better for them, but if they turn away; Allah will punish them 
with a painful torment in this worldly life and in the Hereafter.) The Ayah says, if they persist 
on their ways, Allah will inflict a painful torment on them in this life, by killing, sadness and 
depression, and in the Hereafter with torment, punishment, disgrace and humiliation, 



(And there is none for them on earth as a protector or a helper.) who will bring happiness to 
them, aid them, bring about benefit or fend off harm. 



(75. And of them are some who made a covenant with Allah (saying): "If He bestowed on us of 
His bounty, we will verily, give Sadaqah and will be certainly among the righteous.") (76. Then 
when He gave them of His bounty, they became stingy, and turned away, averse.) (77. So He 
punished them by putting hypocrisy into their hearts till the Day whereon they shall meet Him, 
because they broke that (covenant) with Allah which they had promised to Him and because 
they used to tell lies.) (78. Know they not that Allah knows their secret ideas, and their Najwa 
(secret counsels), and that Allah is the All-Knower of things unseen.) 



Hypocrites seek Wealth but are Stingy with Alms 

Allah says, some hypocrites give Allah their strongest oaths that if He enriches them from His 
bounty, they will give away alms and be among the righteous. However, they did not fulfill 
their vows or say the truth with their words. The consequence of this action is that hypocrisy 
was placed in their hearts until the Day they meet Allah the Exalted, on the Day of 
Resurrection. We seek refuge with Allah from such an end. Allah said, 



(...because they broke that (covenant) with Allah which they had promised to Him) He placed 
hypocrisy in their hearts because they broke their promise and lied. In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There are three signs for a hypocrite: if he speaks, he lies; if he promises, he breaks the 
promise; and if he is entrusted, he bet rays the trust.) Allah said, 



(Know they not that Allah knows their secret ideas, and their Najwa,) Allah states that He 
knows the secret and what is more hidden than the secret. He has full knowledge of what is in 
their hearts, even when they pretend that they will give away alms, if they acquire wealth, 
and will be grateful to Allah for it. Truly, Allah knows them better than they know themselves, 
for He is the All-Knower of all unseen and apparent things, every secret, every session of 
counsel, and all that is seen and hidden. 



(79. Those who defame such of the believers who give charity voluntarily, and such who could 
not find to give charity except what is available to them -- so they mock at them (believers); 
Allah will throw back their mockery on them, and they shall have a painful torment.) 



Hypocrites defame Believers Who give the Little Charity They can 

afford 

Among the traits of the hypocrites is that they will not leave anyone without defaming and 
ridiculing him in all circumstances even those who give away charity. If, for instance, someone 
gives away a large amount, the hypocrites say that he is showing off. If someone gives away a 
small amount they say that Allah stands not in need of this man's charity. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that * Ubaydullah bin Sa' id said that Abu An-Nu' man Al-Basri said that Shu' bah narrated that 
Sulayman said that Abu Wall said that Abu Mas' ud said, "When the verses of charity were 
revealed, we used to work as porters. A man came and distributed objects of charity in 
abundance and they (hypocrites) said, ' He is showing off.' Another man came and gave a Sa' (a 
small measure of food grains); they said, 'Allah is not in need of this small amount of charity.' 
Then the Ayah was revealed; 



(Those who defame the volunteers...)" Muslim collected this Hadith in the Sahih. AI-'Awfi 
narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "One day, the Messenger of Allah went out to the people and 
called them to bring forth their charity, and they started bringing their charity. Among the last 
to come forth was a man who brought a Sa' of dates, saying, ' Allah's Messenger! This is a Sa' 
of dates. I spent the night bringing water and earned two Sa' of dates for my work. I kept one 
Sa' and brought you the other Sa' . ' The Messenger of Allah ordered him to add it to the 
charity. Some men mocked that man, saying, 'Allah and His Messenger are not in need of this 
charity. What benefit would this Sa' of yours bring' ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf asked Allah's 
Messenger , ' Are there any more people who give charity' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(None besides you!) ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf said, 'I will give a hundred Uqiyah of gold as a 
charity.' ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said to him, 'Are you crazy' 'Abdur-Rahman said, 'I am not 
crazy.' 'Umar said, 'Have you given what you said would give' 'Abdur-Rahman said, 'Yes. I 
have eight thousand (Dirhams), four thousand I give as a loan to my Lord and four thousand I 
keep for myself.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(May Allah bless you for what you kept and what you gave away). However, the hypocrites 
defamed him, 'By Allah! ' Abdur-Rahman gave what he gave just to show off.' They lied, for 
' Abdur-Rahman willingly gave that money, and Allah revealed about his innocence and the 
innocence of the fellow who was poor and brought only a Sa' of dates. Allah said in His Book, 



(Those who defame such of the believers who give charity voluntarily) 9:79 ."' A similar story 
was narrated from Mujahid and several others. Ibn Ishaq said, "Among the believers who gave 
away charity were 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf who gave four thousand Dirhams and 'Asim bin 
' Adi from Bani 'Ajlan, This occurred after the Messenger of Allah encouraged and called for 
paying charity. 'Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf stood and gave away four thousand Dirhams. 'Asim 
bin 'Adi also stood and gave a hundred Wasaq of dates, but some people defamed them, 
saying, 'They are showing off.' As for the person who gave the little that he could afford, he 
was Abu ' Aqil, from Bani Anif Al-Arashi, who was an ally of Bani ' Amr bin ' Awf. He brought a 
Sa' of dates and added it to the charity. They laughed at him, saying, ' Allah does not need the 
Sa' of Abu 'Aqil.'" Allah said, 



(so they mock at them (believers); Allah will throw back their mockery on them) rebuking them 
for their evil actions and defaming the believers. Truly, the reward, or punishment, is 
equitable to the action. Allah treated them the way mocked people are treated, to aid the 
believers in this life. Allah has prepared a painful torment in the Hereafter for the hypocrites, 
for the recompense is similar to the deed. 



(80. Whether you (0 Muhammad ) ask forgiveness for them (hypocrites) or ask not forgiveness 
for them -- (and even) if you ask seventy times for their forgiveness -- Allah will not forgive 
them because they have disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger. And Allah guides not those 
people who are rebellious.) 



The Prohibition of asking for Forgiveness for Hypocrites 



Allah says to His Prophet that hypocrites are not worthy of seeking forgiveness for them and 
that if he asks Allah to forgive them seventy times, Allah will not forgive them. The number 
seventy here was mentioned to close the door on this subject, for Arabs use this number when 
they exaggerate, not that they actually mean seventy or more than seventy. Ash-Sha' bi said 
that when " Abdullah bin Ubayy was dying, his son went to the Prophet and said to him, "My 
father has died, I wish you could attend him and pray the funeral prayer for him." The Prophet 
said, 



« » 

("What is you name) He said, "Al-Hubab bin ' Abdullah." The Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Rather, you are 'Abdullah bin " Abdullah, for Al-Hubab is a devil's name.) The Prophet went 
along with him, attended his father's funeral, gave him his shirt as a shroud and prayed the 
funeral prayer for him. He was asked, "Would you pray on him, when he is a hypocrite" He said, 



» 



« 



(Allah said, (...(and even) if you ask seventy times for their forgiveness...) Verily, I will ask 
Allah to forgive them seventy times and seventy more and seventy more.)" Similar narrations 
were collected from " Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Mujahid, Qatadah bin DP amah and Ibn Jarir. 



(81. Those who stayed away (from Tabuk expedition) rejoiced in their staying behind the 
Messenger of Allah; they hated to strive and fight with their properties and their lives in the 
cause of Allah, and they said: "March not forth in the heat." Say: "The fire of Hell is more 
intense in heat;" if only they could understand!) (82. So let them laugh a little and (they will) 
cry much as a recompense of what they used to earn (by committing sins).) 



Hypocrites rejoice because They remained behind from Tabuk! 

Allah admonishes the hypocrites who lagged behind from the battle of Tabuk with the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah , rejoicing that they remained behind after the 
Messenger departed for the battle, 



(they hated to strive and fight), along with the Messenger , 



(with their properties and their lives in the cause of Allah, and they said), to each other, 



("March not forth in the heat.") Tabuk occurred at a time when the heat was intense and the 
fruits and shades became delightful. This is why they said, 



("March not forth in the heat") Allah said to His Messenger , 



(Say) to them, 



("The fire of Hell...), which will be your destination because of your disobedience, 



(". ..is more intense in heat;"), than the heat that you sought to avoid; it is even more intense 
than fire. Imam Malik narrated that Abu Az-Zinad said that Al-A' raj narrated that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(The fire that the son of Adam kindles is but one part of seventy parts of the Fire of 
Jahannam.) They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! This fire alone is enough." He said, 

« » 

((Hellfire) was favored by sixty-nine parts.) The Two Sahihs collected this Hadith. Al-A'mash 
narrated that Abu Ishaq said that An-Nu' man bin Bashir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, the person who will receive the least punishment among the 
people of the Fire, wears two slippers made from the Fire of Jahannam causing his brain to 
boil, just as a pot boils. He thinks that none in the Fire is receiving a more severe torment than 
he, when in fact he is receiving the least torment.) The Two Sahihs collected this Hadith. 
There are many other Ayat and Prophetic Hadiths on this subject. Allah said in His Glorious 
Book, 



(By no means! Verily, it will be the Fire of Hell. Taking away (burning completely) the scalp!) 
70:15-16, 



(Al-Hamim (boiling water) will be poured down over their heads. With it will melt (or vanish 
away) what is within their bellies, as well as (their) skins. And for them are hooked rods of iron 
(to punish them). Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be 
driven back therein, and (it will be said to them): "Taste the torment of burning!") 22:19-22 , 
and, 



(Surely, those who disbelieved in Our Ayat, We shall burn them in Fire. As often as their skins 
are roasted through, We shall change them for other skins that they may taste the 
punishment.) 4:56 Allah said here, 



(Say: "The fire of Hell is more intense in heat;" if only they could understand!) meaning, if they 
have any comprehension or understanding, they would have marched with the Messenger of 
Allah during the heat, so as to save themselves from the Fire of Jahannam, which is much more 
severe. Allah, the Exalted, then warnsthe hypocrites against their conduct, 



(So let them laugh a little...) Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Life is 
short, so let them laugh as much as they like in it. But when life ends and they are returned to 
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, they will start crying forever without end." 



(83. If Allah brings you back to a party of them (the hypocrites), and they ask your permission 
to go out (to fight), say: "Never shall you go out with me nor fight an enemy with me; you were 
pleased to sit (inactive) on the first occasion, then you sit (now) with those who lag behind.") 



Hypocrites are barred from participating in Jihad 

Allah commands His Messenger, peace be upon him, 



(If Allah brings you back), from this battle, 



(to a party of them) in reference to the twelve (hypocrite) men, according to Qatadah, 



(and they ask your permission to go out), with you to another battle, 



(say: "Never shall you go out with me nor fight an enemy with me...") as an admonishment and 
punishment for them. Allah mentioned the reason for this decision, 



("You were pleased to sit (inactive) on the first occasion...") Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
therein for the first time. ) 6:110 The recompense of an evil deed includes being directed to 
follow it with another evil deed, while the reward of a good deed includes being directed to 
another good deed after it. For instance, Allah said concerning the " Umrah of Hudaybiyyah, 



(Those who lagged behind will say, when you set forth to take the spoils.) 48:15 Allah said 
next, 



("...then you sit (now) with those who lag behind.") in reference to the men who lagged behind 
from Tabuk battle, according to Ibn ' Abbas. 



(84. And never (0 Muhammad ) pray (funeral prayer) for any of them (hypocrites) who dies, nor 
stand at his grave. Certainly they disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, and died while they 
were Fasiqun.) 



The Prohibition of Prayer for the Funeral of Hypocrites 

Allah commands His Messenger to disown the hypocrites, to abstain from praying the funeral 
prayer when any of them dies, from standing next to his grave to seek Allah's forgiveness for 
him, or to invoke Allah for his benefit. This is because hypocrites disbelieved in Allah and His 
Messenger and died as such. This ruling applies to all those who are known to be hypocrites, 
even though it was revealed about the specific case of ' Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, the chief 
hypocrite. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "When 'Abdullah bin Ubayy died, his son, 
x Abdullah bin " Abdullah, came to the Messenger of Allah and asked him to give him his shirt to 
shroud his father in, and the Messenger did that. He also asked that the Prophet offer his 
father's funeral prayer, and Allah's Messenger stood up to offer the funeral prayer. ' Umar took 
hold of the Prophet's robe and said, ' Allah's Messenger! Are you going to offer his funeral 
prayer even though your Lord has forbidden you to do so' Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



(I have been given the choice, for Allah says: 



(Whether you ask forgiveness for them (hypocrites), or do not ask for forgiveness for them. 
Even though you ask for their forgiveness seventy times, Allah will not forgive them.) 

« 

(Verily, I will ask for forgiveness for him more than seventy times).' * Umar said, 'He is a 
hypocrite!' 3d Allah's Messenger offered the funeral prayer and on that Allah revealed this 
Verse, 



(And never (0 Muhammad) pray (funeral prayer) for any of them (hypocrites) who dies, nor 
stand at his grave.)" ' Umar bin Al-Khattab narrated a similar narration. In this narration, ' Umar 
said, "The Prophet offered his funeral prayer, walked with the funeral procession and stood on 
his grave until he was buried. I was amazed at my daring to talk like this to the Messenger of 
Allah , while Allah and His Messenger have better knowledge. By Allah, soon afterwards, these 
two Ayat were revealed, 



(And never (O Muhammad ) pray (funeral prayer) for any of them (hypocrites) who dies.) Ever 
since this revelation came, the Prophet never offered the funeral prayer for any hypocrite nor 
stood on his grave until Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, brought death to him." At- 
Tirmidhi collected this Hadith in his Tafsir section of his Sunan and said, "Hasan Sahih". Al- 
Bukhari also recorded it. 



(85. And let not their wealth or their children amaze you. Allah only wantsto punish them with 
these things in this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while they are disbelievers.) 
We mentioned before the explanation of a similar Ayah, all the thanks and praises are due to 
Allah. 



(86. And when a Surah is revealed, enjoining them to believe in Allah and to strive hard and 
fight along with His Messenger, the wealthy among them ask your leave to exempt them and 
say, "Leave us (behind), we would be with those who sit (at home).") (87. They are content to 
be with those who sit behind. Their hearts are sealed up, so they understand not.) 



Admonishing Those Who did not join the Jihad 

Allah chastises and admonishes those who stayed away from Jihad and refrained from 
performing it, even though they had the supplies, means and ability to join it. They asked the 
Messenger for permission to stay behind, saying, 



("Leave us (behind), we would be with those who sit (at home)") thus accepting for themselves 
the shame of lagging behind with women, after the army had left. If war starts, such people 
are the most cowardice, but when it is safe, they are the most boastful among men. Allah 
described them in another Ayah, 



(Then when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their eyes revolving like (those of) 
one over whom hovers death; but when the fear departs, they will smite you with sharp 
tongues.) 33:19 their tongues direct their harsh words against you, when it is safe to do so. In 
battle, however, they are the most cowardice among men. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down (for us) But when a decisive Surah 
(explaining and ordering things) is sent down, and fighting is mentioned therein, you will see 
those in whose hearts is a disease looking at you with a look of one fainting to death. But it was 
better for them. Obedience (to Allah) and good words (were better for them). And when the 
matter is resolved on, then if they had been true to Allah, it would have been better for them.) 
47:20-21 sAI I ah said next, 



(Their hearts are sealed up) because of their staying away from Jihad and from accompanying 
the Messenger in Allah's cause, 



(so they understand not.) they neither understand what benefits them so that they perform it 
nor what hurts them so that they avoid it. 



(88. But the Messenger and those who believed with him strove hard and fought with their 
wealth and their lives. Such are they for whom are the good things, and it is they who will be 
successful.) (89. For them Allah has prepared Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow, to 
dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success.) 



After Allah mentioned the sins of the hypocrites, He praised the 
faithful believers and described their reward in the Hereafter, 



(But the Messenger and those who believed with him strove hard and fought) until the end of 
these two Ayat 9:88-89 . This describes the qualities, as well as, the reward of faithful 
believers. Allah said, 



(Such are they for whom are the good things), in the Hereafter, in the gardens of Al-Firdaws 
and the high grades. 



(90. And those who made excuses from the bedouins came asking your permission to exempt 
them (from the battle), and those who had lied to Allah and His Messenger sat at home 
(without asking the permission for it); a painful torment will seize those of them who 
disbelieve.) Allah describes here the condition of the bedouins who lived around Al-Madinah, 
who asked for permission to remain behind from Jihad when they came to the Messenger to 
explain to him their weakness and inability to join the fighting. Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ' Abbas 
said that they were those who had valid excuses, for Allah said next, 



(and those who had lied to Allah and His Messenger sat at home), and did not ask for 
permission for it; and Allah warned them of painful punishment, 



(a painful torment will seize those of them who disbelieve.) 



(91 . There is no blame on those who are weak or ill or who find no resources to spend, if they 
are sincere and true (in duty) to Allah and His Messenger. No means (of complaint) can there 
be against the doers of good. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (92. Nor (is there 
blame) on those who came to you to be provided with mounts, when you said: "I can find no 
mounts for you," they turned back, with their eyes overflowing with tears of grief that they 
could not find anything to spend.) (93. The means (of complaint) is only against those who are 
rich, and yet ask exemption. They are content to be with (the women) who sit behind (at 
home) and Allah has sealed up their hearts so that they know not (what they are losing).) 



Legitimate Excuses for staying away from Jihad 

Allah mentions here the valid excuses that permit one to stay away from fighting. He first 
mentions the excuses that remain with a person, the weakness in the body that disallows one 
from Jihad, such as blindness, limping, and so forth. He then mentionsthe excusesthat are not 
permanent, such as an illness that would prevent one from fighting in the cause of Allah, or 
poverty that prevents preparing for Jihad. There is no sin in these cases if they remain behind, 
providing that when they remain behind, they do not spread malice or try to discourage 
Muslims from fighting, but all the while observing good behavior in this state, just as Allah said, 



(No means (of complaint) can there be against the doers of good. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) Al-Awza' i said, "The people went out for the Istisqa' (rain) prayer. Bilal bin Sa' d 
stood up, praised Allah and thanked Him then said, ' O those who are present! Do you concur 
that wrong has been done' They said, 'Yes, by Allah!' He said, '0 Allah! We hear your 
statement, 



(No means (of complaint) can there be against the doers of good.) Allah! We admit our 
errors, so forgive us and give us mercy and rain.' He then raised his hands and the people also 
raised their hands, and rain was sent down on them." Mujahid said about Allah's statement, 



(Nor (is there blame) on those who came to you to be provided with mounts) Mujahid said; "It 
was revealed about Bani Muqarrin from the tribe of Muzaynah. " Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Al-Hasan said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Some people have remained behind you in Al-Madinah; and you never spent anything, crossed 
a valley, or afflicted hardship on an enemy, but they were sharing the reward with you.) He 
then recited the Ayah, 



(Nor (is there blame) on those who came to you to be provided with mounts, when you said: "I 
can find no mounts for you.") This Hadith has a basis in the Two Sahihs from Anas, the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Some people have remained behind in Al-Madinah and you never crossed a valley or marched 
forth, but they were with you.) They said, "While they are still at Al-Madinah" He said, 



« » 



(Yes, as they have been held back by a (legal) excuse.) Then, Allah criticized those who seek 
permission to remain behind while they are rich, admonishing them for wanting to stay behind 
with women who remained in their homes, 



(and Allah has sealed up their hearts, so that they know not (what they are losing).) 



(94. They (the hypocrites) will present their excuses to you (Muslims), when you return to 
them. Say "Present no excuses, we shall not believe you. Allah has already informed us of the 
news concerning you. Allah and His Messenger will observe your deeds. In the end you will be 
brought back to the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, then He (Allah) will inform you of 
what you used to do.") (95. They will swear by Allah to you (Muslims) when you return to them, 
that you may turn away from them. So turn away from them. Surely, they are Rijs (impure), 
and Hell is their dwelling place -- a recompense for that which they used to earn.) (96. They 
(the hypocrites) swear to you (Muslims) that you may be pleased with them, but if you are 
pleased with them, certainly Allah is not pleased with the people who are Fasiqin (rebellious).) 



Exposing the Deceitful Ways of Hypocrites 

Allah said that when the believers go back to Al-Madinah, the hypocrites will begin apologizing 
to them. 



(Say "Present no excuses, we shall not believe you."), we shall not believe what you say, 



(Allah has already informed us of the news concerning you.) Allah has exposed your news to us, 



(Allah and His Messenger will observe your deeds.) your actions will be made public to people 
in this life, 



(In the end you will be brought back to the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, then He 
(Allah) will inform you of what you used to do.) Allah will inform you of your deeds, whether 
they were good or evil, and will recompense you for them. Allah said that the hypocrites will 
swear to the believers in apology, so that the believers turn away from them without 
admonishing them. Therefore, Allah ordered disgracing them by turning away from them, for 
they are, 



(Rijs) meaning, impure inwardly and in their creed. Their destination in the end will be 
Jahannam, 



(a recompense for that which they used to earn.) of sins and evil deeds. Allah said that if the 
believers forgive the hypocrites when they swear to them, 



(certainly Allah is not pleased with the people who are Fasiqin.) who rebel against the 
obedience of Allah and His Messenger . ' Fisq', means, ' deviation'. 



(97. The bedouins are the worst in disbelief and hypocrisy, and more likely to not know the 
limits which Allah has revealed to His Messenger. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) (98. And of 
the bedouins there are some who look upon what they spend (in Allah's cause) as a fine and 
watch for calamities for you, on them be the calamity of evil. And Allah is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower.) (99. And of the bedouins there are some who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and 
look upon what they spend (in Allah's cause) as means of nearness to Allah, and a cause of 
receiving the Messenger's invocations. Indeed these (expenditures) are a means of nearness for 
them. Allah will admit them to His mercy. Certainly Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



The Bedouins are the Worst in Disbelief and Hypocrisy 

Allah states that there are disbelievers, hypocrites and believers among the bedouins. He also 
states that the disbelief and hypocrisy of the bedouins is worse and deeper than the disbelief 
and hypocrisy of others. They are the most likely of being ignorant of the commandments that 
Allah has revealed to His Messenger . Al-A' mash narrated that Ibrahim said, "A bedouin man sat 
next to Zayd bin Sawhan while he was speaking to his friends. Zayd had lost his hand during the 
battle of Nahawand. The bedouin man said, ' By Allah! I like your speech. However, your hand 
causes me suspicion.' Zayd said, 'Why are you suspicious because of my hand, it is the left 
hand that is cut ' The bedouin man said, ' By Allah! I do not know which hand they cut off (for 
committing theft), is it the right or the left' Zayd bin Sawhan said, 'Allah has said the truth, 



(The bedouins are the worst in disbelief and hypocrisy, and more likely to not know the limits 
which Allah has revealed to His Messenger.)" Imam Ahmad narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(He who lives in the desert becomes hard-hearted, he who follows the game becomes heedless, 
and he who associates with the rulers falls into Fitnah.) Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i 
collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." The Prophet once had to give a bedouin 
man many gifts because of what he gave him as a gift, until the bedouin became satisfied. The 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(I almost decided not to accept a gift except from someone from Quraysh, Thaqafi, the Ansar 
or Daws.) This is because these people lived in cities, Makkah, At- Ta'if, Al-Madinah and Yemen, 
and therefore, their conduct and manners are nicer than that of the hard-hearted bedouins. 
Allah said next, 



(And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.) Allah knows those who deserve to be taught faith and 
knowledge, He wisely distributes knowledge or ignorance, faith or disbelief and hypocrisy 
between His servants. He is never questioned as to what He does, for He is the All-Knower, All- 
Wise. Allah also said that among bedouins are those, 



(who look upon what they spend), in the cause of Allah, 



(as a fine), as a loss and a burden, 



(and watch for calamities for you), awaiting afflictions and disasters to strike you, 



(on them be the calamity of evil), evil will touch them instead, 



(And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) Allah hears the invocation of His servants and knows who 
deserves victory, who deserve failure. Allah's said; 



(And of the bedouins there are some who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and look upon what 
they spend (in Allah's cause) as means of nearness to Allah, and a cause of receiving the 
Messenger's invocations.) This is the type of praiseworthy bedouins. They give charity in Allah's 
cause as way of achieving nearness to Allah and seeking the Messenger's invocation for their 
benefit, 



(Indeed these are a means of nearness for them.) they will attain what they sought, 



(Allah will admit them to His mercy. Certainly Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



(100. And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirin and the Ansar and also those who 
followed them exactly (in faith). Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with 
Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein 
forever. That is the supreme success.) 



Virtues of the Muhajirin, Ansar and Those Who followed Them in 

Faith 

Allah mentions that He is pleased foremost with the Muhajirin, Ansar and those who followed 
them in faith, and that they are well-pleased with Him, for He has prepared for them the 
gardens of delight and eternal joy. Ash-Sha' bi said that, 



(The foremost Muhajirin and Ansar) are those who conducted the pledge of Ar-Ridwan in the 
year of Hudaybiyyah. Abu Musa AI-AslV ari, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Muhammad bin Srin, Al- 
Hasan and Qatadah said that they are those who performed the prayer towards the two Qiblahs 
with the Messenger of Allah first toward Jerusalem and later toward the Ka' bah . Allah, the 
Most Great, stated that He is pleased foremost with the Muhajirin, the Ansar and those who 
followed their lead with excellence. Therefore, woe to those who dislike or curse them, or 
dislike or curse any of them, especially their master after the Messenger, the best and most 
righteous among them, the Sddiq (the great truthful one) and the grand Khalifah, Abu Bakr bin 
Abi Quhafah, may Allah be pleased with him. The failure group, the Rafidah (a sect of Shiites), 
are the enemies of the best Companions, they hate and curse them, we seek refuge with Allah 
from such evil. This indicates that the minds of these people are twisted and their hearts 
turned upside down, for where are they in relation to believing in the Qur'an They curse those 
whom Allah stated He is pleased with! As for the followers of the Sunnah, they are pleased 
with those whom Allah is pleased with, curse whomever Allah and His Messenger curse, and 
give their loyalty to Allah's friends and show enmity to the enemies of Allah. They are followers 
not innovators, imitating the Sunnah they do not initiate it on their own. They are indeed the 
party of Allah, the successful, and Allah's faithful servants. 



(101. And among the bedouins around you, some are hypocrites, and so are some among the 
people of Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you know them not, We know them. We shall 
punish them twice, and thereafter they shall be brought back to a great (horrible) torment.) 



Hypocrites among the Bedouins and Residents of Al-Madinah 

Allah informs His Messenger, peace be upon him, that among the bedouins around Al-Madinah 
there are hypocrites and in Al-Madinah itself, those, 



(who persist in hypocrisy;) meaning they insisted on hypocrisy and continued in it Allah's 
statement, 



(you know them not, We know them), does not contradict His other statement, 



(Had We willed, We could have shown them to you, and you should have known them by their 
marks; but surely, you will know them by the tone of their speech!) 47:30 , because the latter 
Ayah describes them by their characteristics, not that the Messenger knows all those who have 
doubts and hypocrisy. The Messenger knew that some of those who associated with him from 
the people of Al-Madinah were hypocrites, and he used to see them day and night but did not 
know who they were exactly . We mentioned before in the explanation of, 



(...and they resolved that (plot) which they were unable to carry out...) 9:74 that the Prophet 
informed Hudhayfah of the names of fourteen or fifteen hypocrites. This knowledge is specific 
in this case, not that the Messenger of Allah was informed of all their names, and Allah knows 
best. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar said that Qatadah commented on this Ayah 9:101 , 
"What is the matter with some people who claim to have knowledge about other people, 
saying, 'So-and-so is in Paradise and so-and-so is in the Fire.' If you ask any of these people 
about himself, he would say, ' I do not know (if I will end up in Paradise or the Fire)!' Verily, 
you have more knowledge of yourself than other people. You have assumed a job that even the 
Prophets before you refrained from assuming. Allah's Prophet Nuh said, 



(And what knowledge have I of what they used to do) 26:112 Allah's Prophet Shu' ayb said, 



(That which is left by Allah for you (after giving the rights of the people) is better for you, if 
you are believers. And I am not a guardian over you) 11:86 , while Allah said to His Prophet , 



(you know them not, We know them.)" Mujahid said about Allah's statement, 



(We shall punish them twice), "By killing and capture." In another narration he said, "By hunger 
and torment in the grave, 



(and thereafter they shall be brought back to a great (horrible) torment.)" " Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "The torment in this life strikes their wealth and offspring," and he recited 
this Ayah, 



(So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; Allah only wants to punish them with 
these things in the life of this world.) 9:55 These afflictions torment them, but will bring 
reward for the believers. As for the torment in the Hereafter, it is in the Fire, 



(and thereafter they shall be brought back to a great (horrible) torment.) 



(102. And (there are) others who have acknowledged their sins, they have mixed a deed that 
was righteous with another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto them in forgiveness. 
Surely, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Some Believers stayed away from Battle because They were Lazy 

After Allah explained the characteristics of the hypocrites who stayed away from battle 
because they sought to avoid it out of denial and doubt, He then mentioned the disobedient 
who stayed away from Jihad due to laziness and preferring comfort, even though they truely 
believed, 



(And others who have acknowledged their sins,) These people admitted their error to 
themselves and their Lord. They had performed good deeds before, as well as, this evil deed 



that they committed. For them there was forgiveness and pardon of Allah. This Ayah is general, 
covering all sinners who combine good and evil deeds, thus becoming partly impure, even 
though it was revealed about some people in specific. I bn ' Abbas said that, 



(And (there are) others), refers to Abu Lubabah and some of his friends who stayed away from 
the battle of Tabuk and the Messenger of Allah . When the Messenger of Allah returned from 
that battle, this group, Abu Lubabah and five, seven or nine with him, tied themselves to the 
pillars of the Masjid and refused to let anyone untie them except the Messenger of Allah . 
When this Ayah was revealed, 



(And (there are) others who have acknowledged their sins,) the Messenger of Allah untied them 
and pardoned them. " Al-Bukhari recorded that Samurah bin Jundub said that the Messenger of 
Allah said to us, 

» 



« 

(Last Night, two (angels) came to me (in a vision) and took me to a city, built with bricks made 
of gold and silver. We met some men who, part of their bodies were as handsome as you ever 
saw and the part as ugly as you ever saw. The two (angels) ordered these men to go to a river 



and submerge themselves in it; they did that and came back to us, and the ugliness went away 
from them, thus becoming the most beautiful form. The two said to me, 'This is the garden of 
Eden, and this is your residence in it.' The two said, ' As for the men who had part of their body 
handsome and part ugly, they have mixed a deed that was righteous with another that was 
evil. Allah has pardoned them.') Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in a short form upon the 
explanation of this Ayah. 



(103. Take Sadaqah from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them with it, and 
Sal I i for them. Verily, your Salat are a Sakan for them; and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 
(104. Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants and accepts the Sadaqat, 
and that Allah alone isthe One Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful) 



The Command to collect the Zakah and Its Benefits 

Allah commanded His Messenger to take Sadaqah from the Muslims' money to purify and 
sanctify them with it. This Ayah is general, even though some said that it refers specifically to 
those who mixed good and evil deeds, who admitted to their errors. Some bedouin later 
thought that paying Zakah to the Leader was not legislated except to the Messenger himself, 
using this Ayah as evidence, 



(Take Sadaqah from their wealth.) Abu Bakr As-Sddiq and other Companions refuted this ill 
comprehension and fought against them until they paid the Zakah to the Khalifah, just as they 
used to pay it to the Messenger of Allah . As-Sddiq said, "By Allah! If they abstain from paying a 
bridle that they used to pay to the Messenger of Allah , I will fight them for refraining from 
paying it." Allah's statement, 



(and Sal I i for them), means, supplicate for them, and ask Allah to forgive them. In the Sahih, 
Muslim recorded that " Abdullah bin Abi Awfa said, "Whenever the Prophet was brought charity, 
he used to invoke Allah for those who brought it. My father also brought his charity and the 
Prophet said, 



« » 

(0 Allah! I invoke You for the family of Abu Awfa.)" Allah's statement, 



(Verily, your Salat are a Sakan for them), means, a mercy for them, according to Ibn 'Abbas. 
Allah said next, 



(and Allah is All-Hearer,) of your invocation (0 Muhammad), 



(All-Knower.) in those who deserve your invocation on their behalf, who are worthy of it. Allah 
said, 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants and accepts the Sadaqat) This 
Ayah encourages reverting to repentance and giving charity, for each of these actions erases, 
deletes and eradicate sins. Allah states that He accepts the repentance of those who repent to 
Him, as well as charity from pure resources, for Allah accepts it with His Right Hand and raises 
it for its giver until even a date becomes as large as Mount Uhud. Abu Hurayrah narrated that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, Allah accepts charity, receives it in His Right Hand and develops it for its giver, just as 
one of you raises his pony, until the bite of food becomes as large as Uhud.) wThe Book of 
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, testifies to this Hadith, 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants and acceptsthe Sadaqat), and, 



(Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat.) 2:276 x Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, 
"Charity falls in Allah's Hand before it falls in the needy's hand," he then recited this Ayah, 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants and acceptsthe Sadaqat). 



(105. And say "Do deeds! Allah will see your deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and the 
believers. And you will be brought back to the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. Then He 
will inform you of what you used to do.") 



Warning the Disobedient 

Mujahid said that this Ayah carries a warning from Allah to those who defy His orders. Their 
deeds will be shown to Allah, Blessed and Most Honored, and to the Messenger and the 
believers. This will certainly occur on the Day of Resurrection, just as Allah said, 



(That Day shall you be brought to Judgement, not a secret of you will be hidden.) 69:18 



(The Day when all the secrets will be examined.) 86:9 , and, 



(And that which is in the breasts (of men) shall be made known.) 100:10 Allah might also 
expose some deeds to the people in this life. Al-Bukhari said that ' Aishah said, "If the good 
deeds of a Muslim person please you, then say, 



(Do deeds! Allah will see your deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and the believers.)" There is a 
Hadith that carries a similar meaning. Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do not be pleased with someone's deeds until you see what his deeds in the end will be like. 
Verily, one might work for some time of his life with good deeds, so that if he dies while doing 
it, he will enter Paradise. However, he changes and commits evil deeds, one might commit evil 
deeds for some time in his life, so that if he dies while doing them he will enter the Fire. 
However, he changes and performs good deeds. If Allah wants the good of a servant He 
employs him before he dies.) He was asked, "How would Allah employ him, Allah's Messenger" 
He said, 



« » 

(He directs him to perform good deeds and takes his life in that condition.) Only Imam Ahmad 
collected this Hadith. 



(106. And others are made to await for Allah's Decree, whether He will punish them or will 
forgive them. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) 



Delaying the Decision about the Three Companions Who stayed 
away from the Battle of Tabuk 

Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Mkrimah, Ad-Dahhak and several others said that those mentioned in the 
Ayah are the three who were made to wait to know if their repentance was accepted; Mararah 
bin Ar-RabP , Ka' b bin Malik and Hilal bin Umayyah. Some Companions stayed behind from the 
battle of Tabuk due to laziness, preferring comfort, ease, ripe fruits and shade. They did not 
lag behind because of hypocrisy or doubts. Sbme of them tied themselves to the pillars (of the 
Masjid) like Abu Lubabah and several of his friends did. Some of them did not do that, and they 
are the three mentioned here. Those who tied themselves received their pardon before these 
three men whose pardon was delayed, until this Ayah was revealed, 



(Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar...) 



(And the three who stayed behind, until for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened...) We 
will mention the Hadith about this story from Ka' b bin Malik. Allah said, 



(whether He will punish them or will forgive them. ) meaning, they are at Allah's mercy, if He 
wills, He pardons them or punishes them. However, Allah's mercy comes before His anger, 



(And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) 9:106 Allah knowsthose who deserve the punishment and 
those who deserve the pardon. He is All-Wise in His actions and statements, there is no deity 
worthy of worship nor Lord besides Him. 



(107. And as for those who put up a Masjid by way of harm and disbelief and to disunite the 
believers and as an outpost for those who warred against Allah and His Messenger aforetime, 
they will indeed swear that their intention is nothing but good. Allah bears witness that they 
are certainly liars.) (108. Never stand you therein. Verily, the Masjid whose foundation was laid 
from the first day on Taqwa is more worthy that you stand therein (to pray). In it are men who 
love to clean and purify themselves. And Allah loves those who make themselves clean and 
pure.) 



Masjid Ad-Dirar and Masjid At -Taqwa 

The reason behind revealing these honorable Ayat is that before the Messenger of Allah 
migrated to Al-Madinah, there was a man from Al-Khazraj called "Abu 'Amir Ar-Rahib (the 
Monk)." This man embraced Christianity before Islam and read the Scriptures. During the time 
of Jahiliyyah, Abu 'Amir was known for being a worshipper and being a notable person among 
Al-Khazraj. When the Messenger of Allah arrived at Al-Madinah after the Hijrah, the Muslims 
gathered around him and the word of Islam was triumphant on the day of Badr, causing Abu 
' Amir, the cursed one, to choke on his own saliva and announce his enmity to Islam. He fled 
from Al-Madinah to the idolatorsof Quraysh in Makkah to support them in the war against the 
Messenger of Allah . The Quraysh united their forces and the bedouins who joined them for the 
battle of Uhud, during which Allah tested the Muslims, but the good end is always for the pious 
and righteous people. The rebellious Abu ' Amir dug many holes in the ground between the two 
camps, into one of which the Messenger fell, injuring his face and breaking one of his right 
lower teeth. He also sustained a head injury. Before the fighting started, Abu 'Amir 
approached his people among the Ansar and tried to convince them to support and agree with 
him. When they recognized him, they said, "May Allah never burden an eye by seeing you, O 
Fasiq one, enemy of Allah!" They cursed him and he went back declaring, "By Allah! Evil has 
touched my people after I left." The Messenger of Allah called Abu 'Amir to Allah and recited 
the Qur'an to him before his flight to Makkah, but he refused to embrace Islam and rebelled. 
The Messenger invoked Allah that Abu 'Amir die as an outcast in an alien land, and his 
invocation came true. After the battle of Uhud was finished, Abu 'Amir realized that the 
Messenger's call was still rising and gaining momentum, so he went to Heraclius, the emperor of 
Rome, asking for his aid against the Prophet . Heraclius gave him promises and Abu 'Amir 



remained with him. He also wrote to several of his people in Al- Mad in ah, who embraced 
hypocrisy, promising and insinuating to them that he will lead an army to fight the Messenger 
of Allah to defeat him and his call. He ordered them to establish a stronghold where he could 
send his emissaries and to serve as an outpost when he joins them later on. These hypocrites 
built a Masjid next to the Masjid in Quba', and they finished building it before the Messenger 
went to Tabuk. They went to the Messenger inviting him to pray in their Masjid so that it would 
be a proof that the Messenger approved of their Masjid. They told him that they built the 
Masjid for the weak and ill persons on rainy nights. However, Allah prevented His Messenger 
from praying in that Masjid. He said to them, 

« » 

(If we come back from our travel, Allah willing.)" When the Messenger of Allah came back from 
Tabuk and was approximately one or two days away from Al-Madinah, Jibril came down to him 
with the news about Masjid Ad-Dirar and the disbelief and division between the believers, who 
were in Masjid Quba' (which was built on piety from the first day), that Masjid Ad-Dirar was 
meant to achieve. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah sent some people to Masjid Ad-Dirar to 
bring it down before he reached Al-Madinah. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said 
about this Ayah (9:107), "They are some people of the Ansar to whom Abu " Amir said, ' Build a 
Masjid and prepare whatever you can of power and weapons, for I am headed towards Caesar, 
emperor of Rome, to bring Roman soldiers with whom I will expel Muhammad and his 
companions.' When they built their Masjid, they went to the Prophet and said to him, "We 
finished building our Masjid and we would like you pray in it and invoke Allah for us for His 
blessings. "All ah revealed this verse, 



(Never stand you therein), until, 



(...wrongdoers) " Allah said next, 



(they will indeed swear), those who built it, 



(that their intention is nothing but good.) by building this Masjid we sought the good and the 
comfort of the people. Allah replied, 



(Allah bears witness that they are certainly liars) for they only built it to harm Masjid Quba', 
and out of disbelief in Allah, and to divide the believers. They made it an outpost for those 
who warred against Allah and His Messenger , such as Abu 'Amir the Fasiq who used to be 
called Ar-Rahib, may Allah curse him! Allah said, 



(Never stand you therein), prohibiting His Prophet and his Ummah from ever standing in it in 
prayer. 



Virtues of Masjid Quba 

Allah encouraged His Prophet to pray in Masjid Quba' which, from the first day, was built on 
Taqwa, obedience to Allah and His Messenger , for gathering the word of the believers and as 
an outpost and a fort for Islam and its people. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(Verily, the Masjid whose foundation was laid from the first day on Taqwa is more worthy that 
you stand therein (to pray).) in reference to the Masjid of Quba'. An authentic Hadith records 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(One prayer in Masjid Quba' is just like an 'Umrah.) It is recorded in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah used to visit Masjid Quba' while riding and walking. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that ' Uwaym bin Sa' idah Al-Ansari said that the Prophet went to Masjid Quba' and asked, 

» 



« 



(In the story about your Masjid, Allah the Exalted has praised you concerning the purification 
that you perform. What is the purification that you perform) They said, "By Allah, O Allah's 
Messenger! We do not know except that we had neighbors from the Jews who used to use 
water to wash with after answering the call of nature, and we washed as they washed." Ibn 
Khuzaymah collected this Hadith in his Sahih. Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the Masjid whose foundation was laid from the first day on Taqwa is more worthy that 
you stand therein (to pray). In it are men who love to clean and purify themselves. And Allah 
loves those who make themselves clean and pure.) This encourages praying in old Masjids that 
were built for the purpose of worshipping Allah alone, without partners. It is also 
recommended to join the prayer with the believing group and worshippers who implement their 
faith, those who perform Wudu' perfectly and preserve themselves from impure things. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that one of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah said that the Messenger 
of Allah led them in a Dawn (Subh) prayer in which he recited Surat Ar-Rum (chapter 30) and 
made mistakes in the recitation. When he finished the prayer, he said, 

» 



« 

(We sometimes make mistakes in reciting the Qur'an, there are people among you who attend 
the prayer with us, but do not perform Wudu' perfectly. Therefore, whoever attends the prayer 
with us let him make perfect Wudu'.) ThisHadith indicates that complete purification helps in 
the performance of acts of worship and aids in preserving and completing them. 



(109. Is it then he who laid the foundation of his building on Taqwa to Allah and His good 
pleasure better, or he who laid the foundation of his building on the brink of an undetermined 
precipice ready to crumble down, so that it crumbled to pieces with him into the fire of Hell. 
And Allah guides not the people who are the wrongdoers.) (110. The building which they built 



will never cease to be a cause of hypocrisy and doubt in their hearts unless their hearts are cut 
to pieces. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) 



The Difference between Masjid At-Taqwa and Masjid Ad-Dirar 

Allah the Exalted says that the Masjid that has been built on the basis of Taqwa of Allah and His 
pleasure is not the same as a Masjid that was been built based on causing harm, disbelief and 
causing division among the believers, and as an outpost for those who warred against Allah and 
His Messenger . The latter built their Masjid on the edge of a steep hole, 



(into the fire of Hell. And Allah guides not the people who are the wrongdoers.), Allah does not 
bring aright the works of those who commit mischief. Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "I saw the 
Masjid that was built to cause harm with smoke rising up from it, during the time of the 
Messenger of Allah ." Allah's statement, 



(The building which they built will never cease to be a cause of doubt in their hearts) and 
hypocrisy. Because of this awful action that they committed, they inherited hypocrisy in their 
hearts, just asthose who worshipped the calf were inclined to adoring it. Allah said next, 



(unless their hearts are cut to pieces.) until they die, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 
Qatadah, Zayd bin Aslam, As-Suddi, Habib bin Abi Thabit, Ad-Dahhak, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam and several other scholars of the Salaf. 



(And Allah is All-Knowing,) of the actions of His creation, 



(All-Wise.) in compensating them for their good or evil actions. 



(111. Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties for (the price) 
that theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill and are killed. It is a 
promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an. And who is 
truer to his covenant than Allah Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That is 
the supreme success.) 



Allah has purchased the Souls and Wealth of the Mujahidin in 

Return for Paradise 

Allah states that He has compensated His believing servants for their lives and wealth -- if they 
give them up in His cause -- with Paradise. This demonstrates Allah's favor, generosity and 
bounty, for He has accepted the good that He already owns and bestowed, as a price from His 
faithful servants. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah commented, "By Allah! Allah has purchased 
them and raised their worth." Shimr bin " Atiyyah said, "There is not a Muslim but has on his 
neck a sale that he must conduct with Allah; he either fulfills its terms or dies without doing 
that." He then recited this Ayah. This is why those who fight in the cause of Allah are said to 
have conducted the sale with Allah, meaning, accepted and fulfilled his covenant. Allah's 
statement, 



(They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill and are killed.) indicates that whether they were killed 
or they kill the enemy, or both, then Paradise will be theirs. The Two Sahihs recorded the 
Hadith, 

» 



« 

(Allah has made a promise to the person who goes out (to fight) in His cause; 'And nothing 
compels him to do so except Jihad = in My Cause and belief in My Messengers. ' He will either 
be admitted to Paradise if he dies, or compensated by Allah, either with a reward or booty if 
He returns him to the home which he departed from.) Allah's statement, 



(It is a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an.) 
affirms this promise and informs us that Allah has decreed this for His Most Honorable Self, and 
revealed it to His Messengers in His Glorious Books, the Tawrah that He sent down to Musa, the 
Injil that He sent down to ' Isa, and the Qur'an that was sent down to Muhammad, may Allah's 
peace and blessings be on them all. Allah said next, 



(And who is truer to his covenant than Allah) affirming that He never breaks a promise. Allah 
said in similar statements, 



(And who istruer in statement than Allah) 4:87 , and, 



(And whose words can be truer than those of Allah) 4:122 . Allah said next, 



(Then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. That is the supreme success.), 
meaning, let those who fulfill the terms of this contract and uphold this covenant receive the 
good news of great success and everlasting delight. 



(112. Those who repent, who worship (Him), who praise (Him), who fast, who bow down, who 
prostrate themselves, who enjoin good and forbid evil, and who observe the limits set by Allah. 
And give glad tidingsto the believers.) 



This is the description of the believers from whom Allah has 
purchased their souls and wealth, who have these beautiful and 

honorable qualities, 



(who repent) from all sins and shun all evils, 



(who worship), their Lord and preserve the acts of worship that include statements and 
actions. Praising Allah is among the best statements. This is why Allah said next, 



(who praise (Him)). Fasting is among the best actions, involving abstaining from the delights of 
food, drink and sexual intercourse, this isthe meaning hereby, 



(As-Sa'ihun (who fast)) 9: 112 . Allah also described the Prophet's wives that they are, 



(Sa'ihat) 66:5 , meaning, they fast. As for prostrating and bowing down, they are acts of the 
prayer, 



(who bow down, who prostrate themselves,) These believers also benefit Allah's creation and 
direct them to His obedience by ordaining righteousness and forbidding evil. They have 
knowledge about what should be performed and what should be shunned. This includes abiding 
by Allah's limits in knowledge and action, meaning, what He allowed and what He prohibited. 
Therefore, they worship the True Lord and advise creation. This is why Allah said next, 



(And give glad tidings to the believers.) since faith includes all of this, and the supreme success 
is for those who have faith. 



(113. It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
Mushrikin, even though they be of kin, after it has become clear to them that they are the 
dwellers of the Fire (because they died in a state of disbelief).) (114. And Ibrahim's invoking (of 
Allah) for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he Ibrahim had made to him 
(his father). But when it became clear to him Ibrahim that he (his father) is an enemy of 
Allah, he dissociated himself from him. Verily, Ibrahim was Awwah and forbearing.) 



The Prohibition of supplicating for Polytheists 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Al-Musayyib said that his father Al-Musayyib said, "When Abu 
Talib was dying, the Prophet went to him and found Abu Jahl and " Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah 
present. The Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(0 uncle! Say, ' La ilaha illa-llah,' a word concerning which I will plea for you with Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored.) Abu Jahl and 'Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah said, ' OAbu Talib! Would 
you leave the religion of Abdul-Muttalib' Abu Talib said, * Rather, I will remain on the religion of 
Abdul-Muttalib.'The Prophet said, 

« » 

(I will invoke Allah for forgiveness for you, as long as I am not prohibited from doing so.) This 
verse was revealed, 



(It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
Mushrikin, even though they be of kin, after it has become clear to them that they are the 
dwellers of the Fire.) Concerning Abu Talib, this Ayah was revealed, 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills) 28:56 ." This Hadith is 
recorded in the Two Sahihs. Ibn Jarir recorded that Sulayman bin Buraydah said that his father 
said, "When the Prophet came to Makkah, he went to a grave, sat next to it, started talking 
and then stood up with tears in his eyes. We said, ' Allah's Messenger! We saw what you did.' 
He said, 



» 



« 



(I asked my Lord for permission to visit the grave of my mother and He gave me permission. I 
asked for His permission to invoke Him for forgiveness for her, but He did not give me 
permission.) We never saw him more tearful than on that day."' Al-' Awfi narrated from Ibn 
x Abbas about Al I ah's st at ement , 



(It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
Mushrikin) "The Prophet wanted to invoke Allah for forgiveness for his mother, but Allah did not 
allow him. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Ibrahim, Allah's Khali I , invoked Allah for his father.) Allah revealed, 



(And Ibrahim's invoking (of Allah) for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he 
Ibrahim had made to him (his father)). " 'AM bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn 'Abbas 
commented on this Ayah, "They used to invoke Allah for them (pagans) until this Ayah was 
revealed. They then refrained from invoking Allah to forgive the dead among them, but were 
not stopped from invoking Allah for the living among them until they die. Allah sent this Ayah, 



(And Ibrahim's invoking (of Allah) for his father's forgiveness was only...) 9:114 ." Allah said 
next, 



(But when it became clear to him Ibrahim that he (his father) is an enemy of Allah, he 
dissociated himself from him) 9:114 . Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Ibrahim kept asking Allah to 
forgive his father until he died, when he realized that he died as an enemy to Allah, he 
disassociated himself from him." In another narration, he said, "When his father died he 
realized that he died as an enemy of Allah." Smilar was said by Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah 
and several others. ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr and Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Ibrahim will disown his 
father on the Day of Resurrection, but he will meet his father and see dust and fatigue on his 
face. He will say, '0 Ibrahim! I disobeyed you, but today, I will not disobey you.' Ibrahim will 
say, * Lord! You promised me that You will not disgrace me on the Day they are resurrected. 
What more disgrace than witnessing my father being disgraced' He will be told, ' Look behind 
you,' where he will see a bloody hyena -- for his father will have been transformed into that -- 
and it will be dragged from its feet and thrown in the Fire."' Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was Aw w ah and was forbearing.) means, he invoked Allah always, according to 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud. Several narrations report this from Ibn Mas' ud. It was also said that, 
' Awwah', means, 'who invokes Allah with humility', 'merciful', 'who believes with certainty', 
'who praises (Allah)', and so forth. 



(115. And Allah will never lead a people astray after He has guided them until He makes clear 
to them what they should avoid. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.) (116. Indeed to 
Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, He gives life and He causes death. 
And besides Allah you have neither any protector nor any helper.) 



Recompense comes after Proof is established 

Allah describes His Honorable Self and just judgment in that He does not lead a people astray 
but after the Message comes to them, so that the proof is established against them. For 
instance, Allah said, 



(And as for Thamud, We showed and made clear to them the path of truth ...) 41 :17 . Mujahid 
commented on Allah's saying; 



(And Allah will never lead a people astray after He has guided them) "Allah the Mighty and 
Sublime is clarifying to the believers about not seeking forgiveness for the idolators in 
particular, and in general, it is an exhortation to beware of disobeying Him, and 
encouragement to obey Him. So either do or suffer." Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah says that He 
would not direct you to misguidance, so that you invoke Him for forgiveness for your dead 
idolators, after He gave you guidance and directed you to believe in Him and in His Messenger ! 
First, He will inform you of what you should avoid, so that you avoid it. Before He informs you 
that this action is not allowed, you would not have disobeyed Him and fallen into what He 
prohibited for you if you indulge in this action . Therefore, in this case, He will not allow you 
to be misguided. Verily, guidance or misguidance occurs after commands and prohibitions are 
established. As for those who were neither commanded nor prohibited, they can neither be 
obedient nor disobedient in doing what they were neither ordered nor prohibited from doing." 
Allah said, 



(Indeed to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, He gives life and He 
causes death. And besides Allah you have neither any protector nor any helper.) Ibn Jarir 



commented, "This is an encouragement from Allah for His believing servants to fight the 
idolators and chiefs of disbelief. It is also a command for them to trust in Allah's aid, for He is 
the Owner of the heavens and earth, and not to fear His enemies. Verily, they have no 
protector besides Allah, nor a supporter other than Him." 



(117. Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar who followed him in the time 
of distress (Tabuk expedition), after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated (from 
the right path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, He is unto them full of kindness, 
Most Merciful.) 



Battle of Tabuk 

Mujahid and several others said, "This Ayah was revealed concerning the battle of Tabuk. They 
left for that battle during a period of distress. It was a year with little rain, intense heat and 
scarcity of supplies and water." Qatadah said, "They went to Ash-Sham during the year of the 
battle of Tabuk at a time when the heat was intense. Allah knew how hard things were, and 
they suffered great hardship. We were told that two men used to divide a date between 
themselves. Some of them would take turns in sucking on a date and drinking water, then give 
it to another man to suck on. Allah forgave them and allowed them to come back from that 
battle." Ibn Jarir reported that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab was 
reminded of the battle of distress (Tabuk) and 'Umar said, "We went with the Messenger of 
Allah in the intense heat for Tabuk. We camped at a place in which we were stricken so hard 
by thirst that we thought that our necks would be severed. One of us used to go out in search 
of water and did not return until he feared that his neck would be severed. One would 
slaughter his camel, squeeze its intestines and drink its content, placing whatever was left on 
his kidney. Abu Bakr As-Sddiq said, ' Allah's Messenger! Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, 
has always accepted your invocation, so invoke Allah for us.' The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Would you like me to do that) Abu Bakr said, 'Yes.' The Prophet raised his hands and did not 
put them down until rain fell from the sky in abundance. It rained and then stopped raining for 
a while, then rained again, so they filled their containers. We went out to see where the rain 
reached and found that it did not rain beyond our camp.'" Ibn Jarir said about Allah's 
statement, 



(Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar who followed him in the time of 
distress,) meaning "With regards to expenditures, transportation, supplies and water, 



(after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated,) away from the truth, thus falling 
prey to doubting the Messenger's religion because of the distress and hardships they suffered 
during their travel and battle, 



(but He accepted their repentance.) He directed them to repent to their Lord and renew their 
firmness on His religion, 



(Certainly, He is unto them full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 



(118. And (Allah has forgiven) the three who stayed behind, until for them the earth, vast as it 
is, was straitened and their souls were straitened to them, and they perceived that there is no 
fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but with Him. Then, He forgave them, that they might beg 
for His pardon. Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful.) 
(119. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and be with those who are true (in words and 
deeds).) 



The Three, Whose Decision was deferred by the Messenger of Allah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Ka' b bin Malik, who used to guide Ka' b after he 
became blind, said that he heard Ka' b bin Malik narrate his story when he did not join the 
battle of Tabuk with the Messenger of Allah . Ka' b bin Malik said, "I did not remain behind 
Allah's Messenger in any battle that he fought except the battle of Tabuk. I failed to take part 
in the battle of Badr, but Allah did not admonish anyone who did not participate in it, for in 
fact, Allah's Messenger had gone out in search of the caravan of Quraysh, until Allah made the 
Muslims and their enemies meet without any appointment. I witnessed the night of AI-' Aqabah 
pledge with Allah's Messenger when we pledged for Islam, and I would not exchange it for the 
Badr Battle, even though the Badr Battle is more popular among the people than the 'Aqabah 
pledge. As for my news of this battle of Tabuk, I was never stronger or wealthier than I was 
when I remained behind Allah's Messenger in that battle. By Allah, never had I two she-camels 
before, but I did at the time of that battle. Whenever Allah's Messenger wanted to go to a 
battle, he used to hide his intention by referring to different battles, until it was the time of 
that battle (of Tabuk) which Allah's Messenger fought in intense heat, facing a long journey, 
the desert, and the great number of enemy soldiers. So the Prophet clearly announced the 
destination to the Muslims, so that they could prepare for their battle, and he told them about 
his intent. Allah's Messenger was accompanied by such a large number of Muslims that they 
could not be listed in a book by name, nor registered." Ka' b added, "Any man who intended not 
to attend the battle would think that the matter would remain hidden, unless Allah revealed it 
through divine revelation. Allah's Messenger fought that battle at a time when the fruits had 
ripened and the shade was pleasant, and I found myself inclined towards that. Allah's 
Messenger and his Companions prepared for the battle and I started to go out in order to get 
myself ready along with them, but I returned without doing anything. I would say to myself, ' I 
can do that if I want.' So I kept on delaying it every now and then until the people were 
prepared, and Allah's Messenger , and the Muslims along with him, departed. But I had not 
prepared anything for my departure. I said, ' I will prepare myself (for departure) one or two 
days after him, and then join them.' In the morning following their departure, I went out to get 
myself ready but returned having done nothing. Then again, the next morning, I went out to 
get ready but returned without doing anything. Such was the case with me until they hurried 
away and I missed the battle. Even then I intended to depart to catch up to them. I wish I had 
done so! But such was not the case. So, after the departure of Allah's Messenger , whenever I 
went out and walked among the people (who remained behind), it grieved me that I could see 
none around me, but one accused of hypocrisy or one of those weak men whom Allah had 
excused. Allah's Messenger did not remember me until he reached Tabuk. So while he was 
sitting among the people in Tabuk, he said, 

« » 

(What did Ka' b bin Malik do) A man from Banu Salimah said, ' Allah's Messenger! He has been 
stopped by his two Burdah (garments) and looking at his own flanks with pride.' Mu' adh bin 
Jabal said, 'What a bad thing you have said! By Allah! Allah's Messenger! We know nothing 
about him but that which is good.' Allah's Messenger kept silent."' Ka' b bin Malik added, "When I 
heard that Allah's Messenger was on his way back to Al-Madinah, I was overcome by concern 
and began to think of false excuses. I said to myself, 'How can I escape from his anger 
tomorrow' I started looking for advice from wise members of my family in this matter. When it 
was said that Allah's Messenger had approached (Al-Madinah) all evil and false excuses 
abandoned my mind and I knew well that I could never come out of this problem by forging a 
false statement. Then I decided firmly to speak the truth. Allah's Messenger arrived in the 
morning, and whenever he returned from a journey, he used to visit the Masjid first, and offer 
a two Rak' ah prayer, then sit for the people. So when he had done all that (this time), those 



who failed to join the battle came and started offering (false) excuses and taking oaths before 
him. They were over eighty men. Allah's Messenger accepted the excuses they expressed 
outwardly, asked for Allah's forgiveness for them and left the secrets of their hearts for Allah 
to judge. Then I came to him, and when I greeted him, he smiled a smile of an angry person 
and then said, 



« » 

(Come) 3d I came walking until I sat before him. He said to me, 

« » 

(What stopped you from joining us Had you not purchased an animal for carrying you) I 
answered, 'Yes, O Allah's Messenger! By Allah, if I were sitting before any person from among 
the people of the world other than you, I would have escaped from his anger with an excuse. 
By Allah, I have been bestowed with the power of speaking fluently and eloquently, but by 
Allah, I knew well that if I tell you a lie today to seek your favor, Allah would surely make you 
angry with me in the near future. But if I tell you the truth, though you will get angry because 
of it, I hope for Allah's forgiveness. By Allah, I had never been stronger or wealthier than I was 
when I remained behind you. ' Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(As regards to this man, he has surely told the truth. So get up until Allah decides your case.) I 
got up, and many men of Banu Salimah followed me and said to me, ' By Allah, we never 
witnessed you commit any sin before this! Surely, you failed to offer an excuse to Allah's 
Messenger like the others who did not join him. The invocation of Allah's Messenger to Allah to 
forgive you would have been sufficient for your sin.' By Allah, they continued blaming me so 
much that I intended to return (to the Prophet ) and accuse myself of having told a lie, but I 
said to them, ' Is there anybody else who has met the same end as I have' They replied, 'Yes, 
there are two men who have said the same thing as you have, and to both of them was given 
the same order as given to you.' I said, * Who are they' They replied, ' Murarah bin Ar-Rabr Al- 
'Amiri and Hilal bin Umayyah Al-Waqifi.' They mentioned to me two pious men who had 
attended the battle of Badr and in whom there was an example for me. So I did not change my 
mind when they mentioned them to me. Allah's Messenger forbade all the Muslims from talking 
to us, the three aforesaid persons, out of all those who remained behind for that battle. So we 
kept away from the people and they changed their attitude towards us until the very land 
(where I lived) appeared strange to me as if I did not know it. We remained in that condition 
for fifty nights. As for my two companions, they remained in their houses and kept on weeping, 
but I was the youngest and the firmest of them. So I would go out and attend the prayer along 
with the Muslims and roam the markets, but none would talk to me. I would come to Allah's 
Messenger and greet him while he was sitting in his gathering after the prayer, and I would 
wonder whether he even moved his lips in return of my greeting or not. Then I would offer my 
prayer near him and look at him carefully. 

When I was busy with my prayer, he would turn his face towards me, but when I turned my 
face to him, he would turn his face away from me. When this harsh attitude and boycott of the 
people continued for a long time, I walked until I scaled the wall of the garden of Abu Qatadah 
who was my cousin and the dearest person to me. I offered my greeting to him. By Allah, he 
did not return my greetings. I said, " Abu Qatadah! I beseech you by Allah! Do you know that I 



love Allah and His Messenger' He kept quiet. 1 asked him again, beseeching him by Allah, but he 
remained silent. I asked him again in the Name of Allah and he said, 'Allah and His Messenger 
know better.' Thereupon my eyes flowed with tears and I returned and jumped over the wall. 
tWhile I was walking in the market of Al-Madinah, suddenly I saw that a Nabatean from Ash- 
Sham came to sell his grains in Al-Madinah, saying, ' Who will lead me to Ka' b bin Malik' The 
people began to point (me) out for him, until he came to me and handed me a letter from the 
king of Ghassan (who ruled Syria for Caesar), for I knew how to read and write. In that letter, 
the following was written: 'To proceed, I have been informed that your friend (the Prophet) 
has treated you harshly. Anyhow, Allah does not make you live in a place where you feel 
inferior and your right is lost. So, join us, and we will console you.' When I read it, I said to 
myself, 'This is also a sort of test.' I took the letter to the oven and made a fire burning it. 
When forty out of the fifty nights elapsed, behold! There came to me a messenger of Allah's 
Messenger saying ' Allah's Messenger orders you to keep away from your wife.' I said, ' Should I 
divorce her; or else what should I do' He said, ' No, only keep aloof from her and do not mingle 
with her.' The Prophet sent the same message to my two fellows. I said to my wife, ' Go to your 
parents and remain with them until Allah gives His verdict in this matter."' Ka' b added, "The 
wife of Hilal bin Umayyah came to Allah's Messenger and said, 'O Allah's Messenger! Hilal bin 
Umayyah is a helpless old man who has no servant to attend on him. Do you dislike that I 
should serve him' He said, 



«( ) » 



(' No (you can serve him), but he should not come near you sexually ).' She said, ' By Allah! He 
has no desire for anything. By Allah, he has never ceased weeping since his case began until 
this day of his.' On that, some of my family members said to me, 'Will you also ask Allah's 
Messenger to permit your wife (to serve you) as he has permitted the wife of Hilal bin Umayyah 
to serve him' I said, ' By Allah, I will not ask permission of Allah's Messenger regarding her, for I 
do not know what Allah's Messenger would say if I asked him to permit her (to serve me) while I 
am a young man.' We remained in that state for ten more nights, until the period of fifty nights 
was completed, starting from the time when Allah's Messenger prohibited the people from 
talking to us. When I had finished the Fajr prayer on the fiftieth morning on the roof of one of 
our houses, while sitting in the condition in which Allah described (in the Qur'an): my very soul 
seemed straitened to me and even the earth seemed narrow to me for all its spaciousness. 
There I heard the voice of a man who had ascended the mountain of Sal' calling with his 
loudest voice, '0 Ka' b bin Malik! Be happy (by receiving good tidings).' I fell down in 
prostration before Allah, realizing that relief has come with His forgiveness for us. Allah's 
Messenger announced the acceptance of our repentance by Allah after Fajr prayer. The people 
went out to congratulate us. Some bearers of good news went to my two companions, a 
horseman came to me in haste, while a man from Banu Aslam came running and ascended the 
mountain and his voice was swifter than the horse. When the man whose voice I had heard, 
came to me conveying the good news, I took off my garments and dressed him with them; and 
by Allah, I owned no other than them on that day. Then I borrowed two garments, wore them 
and went to Allah's Messenger . The people started receiving me in batches, congratulating me 
on Allah's acceptance of my repentance, saying, ' We congratulate you on Allah's acceptance of 
your repentance.'" Ka' b further said, "When I entered the Masjid, I saw Allah's Messenger sitting 
in the Masjid with the people around him. Talhah bin 'Ubaydullah swiftly came to me, shook 
my hands and congratulated me. By Allah, none of the Muhajirun got up for me except Talhah; 
I will never forget Talhah for this." Ka' b added, "When I greeted Allah's Messenger , his face 
was bright with joy. He said, 

« » 



{* Be happy with the best day you have ever seen since your mother gave birth to you.) I said to 
the Prophet, ' Isthisforgivenessfrom you or from Allah' He said, 

« » 

(No, it is from Allah). Whenever Allah's Messenger became happy, his face would shine as if it 
was a piece of the moon, and we all knew that characteristic of him. When I sat before him, I 
said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Because of the acceptance of my repentance I will give up all my 
wealth as alms for the sake of Allah and His Messenger.' Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(Keep some of your wealth, as it will be better for you). I said, ' 3d I will keep my share from 
Khaybar with me.' I added, " Allah's Messenger! Allah has saved me for telling the truth; so it 
is part of my repentance not to tell but the truth as long as I am alive.' By Allah, I do not know 
of any Muslim, whom Allah has helped to tell the truth more than I. Ever since I have 
mentioned the truth to Allah's Messenger , I have never intended to tell a lie, until today. I 
hope that Allah will also save me (from telling lies) the rest of my life. 3d Allah revealed the 
Ayah, 



(Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar who followed him in the time of 
distress, after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated, but He accepted their 
repentance. Certainly, He is unto them full of kindness, Most Merciful. And the three who 
stayed behind, until for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened and their souls were 



straitened to them, and they perceived that there is no fleeing from Allah, and no refuge but 
with Him. Then, He forgave them, that they might beg for His pardon. Verily, Allah is the One 
Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, 
and be with those who are true (in words and deeds).) Ka' b said; "By Allah! Allah has never 
bestowed upon me, apart from His guiding me to Islam, a greater blessing than the fact that I 
did not tell a lie to Allah's Messenger which would have caused me to perish, just as those who 
had told a lie have perished. Allah described those who told lies with the worst descriptions He 
ever attributed to anyone. Allah said, 



(They will swear by Allah to you when you return to them, that you may turn away from them. 
Sa turn away from them. Surely, they are Rijs (impure), and Hell is their dwelling place -- a 
recompense for that which they used to earn. They swear to you that you may be pleased with 
them, but if you are pleased with them, certainly Allah is not pleased with the people who are 
rebellious.) Ka' b added, "We, the three persons, differed altogether from those whose excuses 
Allah's Messenger accepted when they swore to him. He took their pledge and asked Allah to 
forgive them, but Allah's Messenger left our case pending until Allah gave us His judgement 
about it. As for that Allah said, 



(And (He did forgive also) the three who stayed behind...) What Allah said does not discuss our 
failure to take part in the battle, but to the deferment of making a decision by the Prophet 
about our case, in contrast to the case of those who had taken an oath before him, and he 
excused them by accepting their excuses." This is an authentic Hadith collected in the Two 
Sahihs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) and as such, its authenticity is agreed upon. This Hadith 
contains the explanation of this honorable Ayah in the best, most comprehensive way. Smilar 
explanation was given by several among the Salaf . For instance, Al-A' mash narrated from Abu 
Sufyan, from Jabir bin ' Abdullah about Allah's statement, 



(And (He did forgive also) the three who stayed behind...) "They are Ka* b bin Malik, Hilal bin 
Umayyah and Murarah bin Ar-Rabi' , all of them from the Ansar." 



The Order to speak the Truth 

Allah sent His relief from the distress and grief that struck these three men, because Muslims 
ignored them for fifty days and nights, until they themselves, and the earth -- vast as it is -- 
were straitened for them. As vast as the earth is, its ways and paths were closed for them, and 
they did not know what action to take. They were patient for Allah's sake and awaited humbly 
for His decree. They remained firm, until Allah sent His relief to them since they told the 
Messenger of Allah the truth about why they remained behind, declaring that they did not have 
an excuse for doing so. They were requited for this period, then Allah forgave them. Therefore, 
the consequence of being truthful was better for them, for they gained forgiveness. Hence 
Allah's statement next, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and be with those who are true.) The Ayah says, 
adhere to and always say the truth so that you become among its people and be saved from 
destruction. Allah will make a way for you out of your concerns and a refuge. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Hold on to truth, for being truthful leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to 
Paradise. Verily, a man will keep saying the truth and striving for truth, until he is written 
before Allah as very truthful (Sddiq). Beware of lying, for lying leads to sin, and sin leads to 
the Fire. Verily, the man will keep lying and striving for falsehood until he is written before 
Allah as a great liar.) This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



(120. It was neither befitting for the people of Al-Madinah and the bedouins of the 
neighborhood to remain behind Allah's Messenger nor to prefer their own lives to his life. That 
is because they suffer neither Zama' nor Nasab, nor Makhmasah in the cause of Allah, nor did 
they take any step to raise the anger of disbelievers nor inflict any injury upon an enemy, but 
is written to their credit as a deed of righteousness. Surely, Allah wastes not the reward of the 
doers of good.) 



Rewards of Jihad 

Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, criticizes the people of Al-Madinah and the bedouins 
around it, who did not participate in the battle of Tabuk with the Messenger of Allah . They 
sought to preserve themselves rather than comfort the Messenger during the hardship that he 
suffered in that battle. They incurred a loss in their share of the reward, since, 



(they suffer neither Zama'), thirst, 



(nor Nasab), fatigue, 



(nor Makhmasah), hunger, 



(nor they take any step to raise the anger of disbelievers), by strategies of war that would 
terrify their enemy, 



(nor inflict), a defeat on the enemy, 



(but iswritten to their credit) as compensation for these stepsthat are not under their control, 
but a consequence of performing good deedsthat earn them tremendous rewards, 



(Surely, Allah wastes not the reward of the doers of good.) Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(Certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most 
perfect manner to be lost) 



(121. Neither do they spend any contribution -- small or great -- nor cross a valley, but is 
written to their credit that Allah may recompense them with the best of what they used to do.) 
Allah said next, 



(Neithr do they spend), in reference to the fighters in Allah's cause, 



(any contribution -- small or great --), with regardsto its amount, 



(nor cross a valley), while marching towardsthe enemy, 



(but is written to their credit), for these actions that they take and which are under their 
control , 



(that Allah may recompense them with the best of what they used to do.) Certainly, the Leader 
of the faithful, 'Uthman bin 'Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, acquired a tremendous 
share of the virtues mentioned in this honorable Ayah. He spent large amounts and tremendous 
wealth on this battle (Tabuk). Abdullah, the son of Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Khabbab As-Sulami said; "The Messenger of Allah gave a speech in which he encouraged 
spending on the army of distress (for Tabuk). I' Uthman bin ' Affan, may Allah be pleased with 
him said; ' I will give one hundred camels with their saddles and supplies.' Then he exhorted 
them some more. So 'Uthman said; "I will give one hundred more camels with their saddles 
and supplies.' Then he descended one step of the Minbar and exhorted them some more. So 
' Uthman bin ' Affan said; ' I will give one hundred more camels with their saddles and supplies.' 
Then I saw Allah's Messenger with his hand moving like this - and ' Abdus-Samad's one of the 
narrators hand went out like one in amazement - he said, 



« » 

(It does not matter what ' Uthman does after. ) It is also recorded in the Musnad that 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Samurah said, "'Uthman brought a thousand Dinars in his garment so that the 
Prophet could prepare supplies for the army of distress. 'Uthman poured the money on the 
Prophet's lap, and the Prophet started turning it around with his hand and declaring 
repeatedly, 

« » 

(The son of 'Affan (i.e., 'Uthman) will never be harmed by anything he does after today.)" 
Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(nor cross a valley, but is written to their credit), "The farther any people march forth away 
from their families in the cause of Allah, the nearer they will be to Allah." 



(122. And it is not (proper) for the believers to go out (to fight - Jihad) all together. Of every 
troop of them, a party only should go forth, that they may get instructions in religion, and that 
they may warn their people when they return to them, so that they may beware (of evil).) 



Allah the Exalted here explains His order to Muslims to march forth 
with the Messenger of Allah for the battle of Tabuk. 

We should first mention that a group of the Salaf said that marching along with the Messenger , 
when he went to battle, was at first obliged on all Muslims, because, asthey say, Allah said, 



(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) 9:41 , and, 



(It was not becoming of the people of Al-Madinah and the bedouins of the neighborhood...) 
9:120 . However, they said, Allah abrogated this ruling (9:41 and 9:120) when He revealed this 
Ayah, 9:122 . However, we could say that this Ayah explains Allah's order to participate in 
battle on all Arab neighborhoods, that at least a group of every tribe should march for Jihad. 
Those who went with the Messenger would gain instructions and studies in the revelation that 
came down to him, and warn their people about that battle when they returned to them. This 
way, the group that went with the Prophet will achieve both goals Jihad and learning the 
revelation from the Prophet . After the Prophet , a group of every tribe or neighborhood 
should seek religious knowledge or perform Jihad, for in this case, Jihad is required from at 
least a part of each Muslim community. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas about the 
Ayah, 



(And it is not (proper) for the believers to go out (to fight - Jihad) all together. ) "The believers 
should not all go to battle and leave the Prophet alone, 



(Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth) in the expeditions that the Prophet sent. 
When these armies returned to the Prophet, who in the meantime received revealed parts of 
the Qur'an from Allah, the group who remained with the Prophet would have learned that 
revelation from him. They would say, 'Allah has revealed some parts of the Qur'an to your 
Prophet and we learned it.' So they learned from them what Allah revealed to His Prophet in 
their absence, while the Prophet sent some other men into military expeditions. Hence Allah's 
statement, 



(that they may get instructions in religion,) so that they learn what Allah has revealed to their 
Prophet and teach the armies when they return, 



(so that they may beware.)" Mujahid said, "This Ayah was revealed about some of the 
Companions of the Prophet who went to the desert and were helped by its residents, had a 
good rainy year and called whomever they met to guidance. The people said to them, ' We see 
that you left your companions and came to us.' They felt bad in themselves because of this and 
they all came back from the desert to the Prophet . Allah said, 



(Of every troop of them, a party only should go forth,) those who seek righteousness such asto 
spread the call of Islam, while others remain behind , 



(that they may get instructions in (Islamic) religion,) and learn what Allah has revealed, 



(and that they may warn their people), when those who went forth returned to them, 



(so that they may beware (of evil).)" Qatadah said about this Ayah, "It is about when the 
Messenger of Allah sent an army; Allah commanded them to go into battle, while another group 
remained with the Messenger of Allah to gain instructions in the religion. Another group returns 
to its own people to call them (to Allah) and warn them against Allah's punishment of those 
who were before them." It was also said that this verse, 



(And it is not (proper) for the believers to go out all together.) is not about joining Jihad. They 
say that the Messenger of Allah invoked Allah against Mudar to try them with years of famine, 
and their lands were struck by famine. The various tribes among them started to come, entire 
tribes at a time, to Al-Madinah, because of the hardship they faced and they would falsely 
claim that they are Muslims. This caused hardship for the Companions of the Messenger and 
Allah revealed to him that they are not believers. The Messenger of Allah sent them back to 
their tribes and warned their people not to repeat what they did. Hence Allah's statement, 



(and that they may warn their people when they return to them,) 



(123. you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you, and let them 
find harshness in you; and know that Allah is with those who have Taqwa.) 



The Order for Jihad against the Disbelievers, the Closest, then the 

Farthest Areas 

Allah commands the believers to fight the disbelievers, the closest in area to the Islamic state, 
then the farthest. This is why the Messenger of Allah started fighting the idolators in the 
Arabian Peninsula. When he finished with them and Allah gave him control over Makkah, Al- 
Madinah, At-Ta'if, Yemen, Yamamah, Hajr, Khaybar, Hadramawt and other Arab provinces, and 
the various Arab tribes entered Islam in large crowds, he then started fighting the People of 
the Scriptures. He began preparations to fight the Romans who were the closest in area to the 
Arabian Peninsula, and as such, had the most right to be called to Islam, especially since they 
were from the People of the Scriptures. The Prophet marched until he reached Tabuk and went 
back because of the extreme hardship, little rain and little supplies. This battle occurred on 
the ninth year after his Hijrah. In the tenth year, the Messenger of Allah was busy with the 
Farewell Hajj. The Messenger died eighty-one days after he returned from that Hajj, Allah 
chose him for what He had prepared for him in Paradise . After his death, his executor, friend, 
and Khalifah, Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, became the leader. At that 
time, the religion came under attack and would have been defeated, if it had not been for the 
fact that Allah gave the religion firmness through Abu Bakr, who established its basis and made 
its foundations firm. He brought those who strayed from the religion back to it, and made 
those who reverted from Islam return. He took the Zakah from the evil people who did not 
want to pay it, and explained the truth to those who were unaware of it. On behalf of the 
Prophet , Abu Bakr delivered what he was entrusted with. Then, he started preparing the 
Islamic armies to fight the Roman cross worshippers, and the Persian fire worshippers. By the 



blessing of his mission, Allah opened the lands for him and brought down Caesar and Kisra and 
those who obeyed them among the servants. Abu Bakr spent their treasures in the cause of 
Allah, just as the Messenger of Allah had foretold would happen. This mission continued after 
Abu Bakr at the hands of he whom Abu Bakr chose to be his successor, Al-Faruq, the Martyr of 
the Mihrab, Abu Hafs, ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him. With ' Umar, Allah 
humiliated the disbelievers, suppressed the tyrants and hypocrites, and opened the eastern and 
western parts of the world. The treasures of various countries were brought to ' Umar from 
near and far provinces, and he divided them according to the legitimate and accepted method. 
' Umar then died as a martyr after he lived a praise worthy life. Then, the Companions among 
the Muhajirin and Ansar agreed to chose after 'Umar, 'Uthman bin ' Affan, Leader of the 
faithful and Martyr of the House, may Allah be pleased with him. During ' Uthman's reign, Islam 
wore its widest garment and Allah's unequivocal proof was established in various parts of the 
world over the necks of the servants. Islam appeared in the eastern and western parts of the 
world and Allah's Word was elevated and His religion apparent. The pure religion reached its 
deepest aims against Allah's enemies, and whenever Muslims overcame an Ummah, they moved 
to the next one, and then the next one, crushing the tyranical evil doers. They did this in 
reverence to Allah's statement, 



(Oyou who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you,) Allah said next, 



(and let them find harshness in you), meaning, let the disbelievers find harshness in you against 
them in battle. The complete believer is he who is kind to his believing brother, and harsh with 
his disbelieving enemy. Allah said in other Ayah, 



(Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they will love Him; humble towards the 
believers, stern towards the disbelievers...) 5:54 , 



(Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are with him are severe against the 
disbelievers, and merciful among themselves.) 48:29 , and, 



(0 Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh against 
them.) 9:73 Allah said, 



(And know that Allah is with those who have Taqwa), meaning, fight the disbelievers and trust 
in Allah knowing that Allah is with you if you fear and obey Him. This was the case in the first 
three blessed generations of Islam, the best members of this Ummah. Since they were firm on 
the religion and reached an unsurpassed level of obedience to Allah, they consistently 
prevailed over their enemies. During that era, victories were abundant, and enemies were ever 
more in a state of utter loss and degradation. However, after the turmoil began, desires and 
divisions became prevalent between various Muslim kings, the enemies were eager to attack 
the outposts of Islam and marched into its territory without much opposition. Then, the Muslim 
kings were too busy with their enmity for each other. The disbelievers then marched to the 
capital cities of the Islamic states, after gaining control over many of its areas, in addition to 
entire Islamic lands. Verily, ownership of all affairs is with Allah in the beginning and in the 
end. Whenever a just Muslim king stood up and obeyed Allah's orders, all the while trusting in 
Allah, Allah helped him regain control over some Muslim lands and took back from the enemy 
what was compatible to his obedience and support to Allah. We ask Allah to help the Muslims 
gain control over the forelocks of His disbeliever enemies and to raise high the word of Muslims 
over all lands. Verily, Allah is Most Generous, Most Giving. 



(124. And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of them (hypocrites) say: "Which of you 
has had his faith increased by it" As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they 
rejoice.) (125. But as for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add Rijs (doubt) to their Rijs 
(doubt); and they die while they are disbelievers.) 



Faith of the Believers increases, while Hypocrites increase in 

Doubts and Suspicion 



Allah said, 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah), then among the hypocrites are, 



(some who say: "Which of you has had his faith increased by it") They say to each other, who 
among you had his faith increased by this Surah from the Qur'an Allah the Exalted said, 



(As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they rejoice.) This Ayah is one of 
the mightiest evidences that faith increases and decreases, as is the belief of most of the Salaf 
and later generations of scholars and Imams. Many scholars said that there is a consensus on 
this ruling. We explained this subject in detail in the beginning of the explanation of Sahih Al- 
Bukhari, may Allah grant him His mercy. rAllah said next, 



(But as for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add Rijs to their Rijs.) the Surah increases 
them in doubt, and brings more suspicion on top of the doubts and suspicion that they had 
before. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We send down in the Qur'an that which is a healing) 17:82 , and, 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (the Qur'an) is blindness for them. They are those 



who are called from a place far away (so they neither listen nor understand)".) 41:44 This 
indicates the misery of the hypocrites and disbelievers, since, what should bring guidance to 
their hearts is instead a cause of misguidance and destruction for them. Similarly, those who 
get upset by a type of food, for instance, will be upset and anxious even more if they are fed 
that food! 



(126. See they not that they are put in trial once or twice every year Yet, they turn not in 
repentance, nor do they learn a lesson (from it).) (127. And whenever there comes down a 
Surah, they look at one another (saying): "Does any one see you" Then they turn away. Allah has 
turned their hearts because they are a people that understand not.) 



Hypocrites suffer Afflictions 

Allah says, do not these hypocrites see, 



(that they are put in trial), being tested, 



(once or twice every year Yet, they turn not in repentance, nor do they learn a lesson.) They 
neither repent from their previous sins nor learn a lesson for the future. Mujahid said that 
hypocrites are tested with drought and hunger. Allah said; 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah, they look at one another (saying): "Does any one see 
you" Then they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts because they are a people that 
understand not.) This describes the hypocrites that when a Surah is revealed to the Messenger 
of Allah , 



(they look at one another), they turn their heads, right and left, saying, 



("Does any one see you" Then they turn away. ..) turning away from, and shunning the truth. 
This isthe description of hypocrites in this life, for they do not remain where the truth is being 
declared, neither accepting nor understanding it, just as Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Then what is wrong with them that they turn away from admonition As if they were wild 
donkeys. Fleeing from a lion.) 74:49-51 , and, 



(So what isthe matter with those who disbelieve that they hasten to hear from you. (Stting) in 
groups on the right and on the left.) 70:36-37 . This Ayah also means, what isthe matter with 
these people who turn away from you to the right and to the left, to escape from truth and 
revert to falsehood Allah's statement, 



(Then they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts (from Truth)) is similar to, 



(So when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts away.) 61:5 . Allah said next, 



(because they are a people that understand not. ) They neither understand Allah's Word nor 
attempt to comprehend it nor want it. Rather, they are too busy, turning away from it. This is 
why they ended up in thiscondition. 



(128. Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves. It grieves him that 
you should receive any injury or difficulty. He is eager for you; for the believers he is full of 
pity, kind, and merciful.) (129. But if they turn away, say: "Allah is sufficient for me. There is 
no God but He, in Him I put my trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.") 

« » 

(I was sent with the easy Hanifiyah monotheism way.) An authenic Hadith mentions, 

« » 

(Verily, this religion is easy) and its Law is all easy, lenient and perfect. It is easy for those 
whom Allah the Exalted makes it easy.) 



(He is eager for you), that you gain guidance and acquire benefits in this life and the 
Hereafter. Imam Ahmad recorded that " Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, every matter that Allah has prohibited, He knows that some among you will breach it; 
but I am indeed holding you by the waist so that you do not fall in the Fire, just like butterflies 
and flies.) Allah's statement next, 



(for the believers (he is) full of pity, kind, and merciful.) 9:128 , is similar to His other 
statement, 



(And be kind and humble to the believers who follow you. Then if they disobey you, say: "I am 
innocent of what you do." And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful) 26:215-217 . 
Allah the Exalted commanded His Messenger in this honorable Ayah, 



(But if they turn away), from the glorious, pure, perfect and encompassing Law that you -- 
Muhammad -- brought them, 



(then say: "Allah is sufficient for me. There is no God but He,) Allah is sufficient for me, there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Him, and in Him I put my trust. Similarly, Allah said, 



((He alone is) the Lord of the east and the west; there is no God but He. So take Him alone as a 
guardian.) 73:9 . Allah said next, 



(and He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne) 9:129 . He is the King and Creator of all things, and 
He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne (" Arsh), which is above all creation; all that is in and 
between the heavens and earths is under the Throne {" Arsh) and subservient to Allah's power. 
His knowledge encompasses all things, and His decision will certainly come to pass over all 
matters. He is the guardian of all things. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
Ubayy bin Ka' b said, "The last Ayah revealed from the Qur'an wasthis Ayah, 



(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves ...) 9:128 " until the end 
of the Surah It is recorded in the Sahih that Zayd bin Thabit said, "I found the last Ayah in Surah 
Bara'ah with Khuzaymah bin Thabit." This is the end of Surah Bara'ah, all praise is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Yunus 

(Chapter - 1 0) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 



(1. Alif-Lam-Ra. These are the verses of the Book (the Qur'an) Al-Hakim.) (2. Is it a wonder for 
mankind that We have sent Our revelation to a man from among themselves (saying): "Warn 
mankind, and give good news to those who believe that they shall have with their Lord the 
rewards of their good deeds" (But) the disbelievers say: "This is indeed an evident sorcerer!") 
The isolated letters in the beginning of this Surah, as well as in others, have been previously 
discussed at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. Allah said: 



(These are the verses of the Book (the Qur'an) Al-Hakim.) This indicates that these are verses 
of the Qur'an, in which the wisdom of judgment is clear. 



The Messenger cannot be but a Human Being 

Allah rebukesthe attitude of the disbelievers with the words 



(Is it a wonder for mankind...) They have always found it strange that Allah would send 
Messengers to them from among mankind. Allah also tells us about other people from previous 
nations who said, 



(Shall mere men guide us) (64:6) Hud and Salih said to their people: 



(Do you wonder that there has come to you a reminder from your Lord through a man from 
among you.) (7:63) Allah also told us what the disbelievers from Quraysh said: 



(Has he made the gods into one God Verily, this is a curious thing!) (38:5) Ad-Dahhak reported 
Ibn 'Abbas that he said: "When Allah sent Muhammad as a Messenger, most of the Arabs denied 
him and his message and said: Allah is greater than sending a human Messenger like 
Muhammad. " Ibn " Abbas said, "So Allah revealed: 



(Is it a wonder for mankind...)" Allah's statement; 



(that they shall have with their Lord the rewards of their good deeds) Scholars have differed 
over the meaning of the reward for the good deeds in this Ayah: 



(and give good news to those who believe that they shall have with their Lord the rewards of 
their good deeds.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about this Ayah, "Eternal 
happiness has been written for them." Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "It is the good 
reward for what they have done." Mujahid said: "It is their good deeds-- their prayers, fasting, 
charity, and glorification." He then said, "And Muhammad will intercede for them." Allah said: 



((But) the disbelievers say: "This is indeed an evident sorcerer!") This means that the 
disbelievers said this although Allah has sent a Messenger from among themselves to them, a 
man of their own race as a bearer of good news and as a warner. But they are the liars in 
saying that. 



(3. "Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days and then rose 
over (Istawa) the Throne, arranging the affair of all things. No intercessor (can plead with 
Him) except after He permits. That is Allah, your Lord; so worship Him (alone). Then, will you 
not remember) 



Allah is the Creator Who arranges the Affairs of the Universe 

Allah tells us that He is the Lord of the entire existence. He tells us that He created the 
heavens and the earth in six days. It was said: "Like these days (meaning our worldly days)." It 
was also said: "Every day is like a thousand years of what we reckon." Later, this will be 
discussed further. 



(and then rose over (Istawa) the Throne.)" The Throne is the greatest of the creatures and is 
like a ceiling for them. Allah's statement: 



(arranging the affair of all things .) meansthat He controlsthe affairs of the creatures. 



(Not even the weight of a speck of dust escapes His Knowledge in the heavens or in the earth.) 
(34:3) No affair distract' Him from other affairs. No matter troubles Him. The persistent 
requests of His creatures do not annoy Him. He governs big things as He governs small things 
everywhere, on the mountains, in the oceans, in populated areas, or in wastelands. 



(And no moving creature isthere on earth but its provision is due from Allah.) (1 1:6) 



(Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) (6:59) Ad-Darawardi narrated from Sa'd bin 
Ishaq bin Ka' b bin " Ujrah that he said: "When this Ayah was revealed, 



(Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth) they met a great caravan 
whom they thought should be Arabs. They said to them: 'Who are you' They replied: 'We are 
Jinns. We left Al-Madinah because of this Ayah.'" This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Allah 
said: 



(No intercessor (can plead with Him) except after He permits.) This is similar to what is in the 
following Ayat: 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) (2:255) and, 



(And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.) (53:26), and; 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits. )(34:23). Allah then said: 



(That is Allah, your Lord; so worship Him (alone). Then, will you not remember) meaning 
worship Him alone with no partners. 



(Then will you not remember) meaning "0 idolators, you worship gods with Allah while you 
know that He alone is the Creator," as He said: 



(And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: "All ah.") (43: 87), 



("Say: "Who is (the) Lord of the seven heavens, and (the) Lord of the Great Throne They will 
say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then have Taqwa") (23:86-87), Smilar is mentioned in the Ayah 
before this Ayah and after it. 



(4. To Him is the return of all of you. The promise of Allah is true. It is He Who begins the 
creation and then will repeat it, that He may reward with justice those who believed and did 
deeds of righteousness. But those who disbelieved will have a drink of boiling fluids and painful 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) 



The Return of Everything is to Allah 

Allah tells us that the return of the creatures on the Day of Resurrection is to Him. He will not 
leave anyone of them without bringing everyone into being as He brought them in the 
beginning. Then Allah states that He is going to bring all the creatures into being. 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it (after it has perished); and this 
is easier for Him.) (30:27), 



(that He may reward with justice those who believed and did deeds of righteousness.) 
meaning, the reward will be with justice and complete recompense. 



(But those who disbelieved will have a drink of boiling fluids and painful torment because they 
used to disbelieve.) meaning, because of their disbelief they will be punished on the Day of 
Resurrection by different forms of torment, such as fierce hot winds, boiling water, and the 
shadow of black smoke. 



(This is so! Then let them taste it; a boiling fluid and dirty wound discharges. And other 
(torments) of similar kind all together!) (38: 57-58) 



(This is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce 
boiling water!) (55:43-44) 



(5. It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a light and measured out for it 
stages that you might know the number of years and the reckoning. Allah did not create this 
but in truth. He explains the Ayat in detail for people who have knowledge.) (6. Verily, in the 
alternation of the night and the day and in all that Allah has created in the heavens and the 
earth are Ayat for those who have Taqwa.) 



Everything is a Witness to the Power of Allah. 

Allah tells us about the signs He created that are indicative of His complete power and great 
might. He made the rays that come forth from the bright sun as the source of light, and made 
the beams that come forth from the moon as light. He made them of two different natures so 
they would not be confused with one another. Allah made the dominion of the sun in the 
daytime and the moon in the night. He ordained phases for the moon, where it starts small 



then its light increases until it completes a full moon. Then it begins to decrease until it 
returns to its first phase at the conclusion of the month. Allah said: 



(And the moon, We have measured for it mansions (to traverse) till it returns like the old dried 
curved date stalk. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the 
day. They all float, each in an orbit.) (36:39-40) And He said: 



(And the sun and the moon for counting) And in this Ayah He said: 



(and measured) that isthe moon, Allah said: 



(And measured out for it stages that you might know the number of years and the reckoning. ") 
The days are revealed by the action of the sun, and the months and the years by the moon. 
Allah then stated 



(Allah did not create this but in truth.) He didn't create that for amusement but with great 
wisdom and perfect reasoning. With a similar meaning, Allah said: 



(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose! 
That isthe consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!) (38:27) He also said: 



("Did you think that We had created you in play (without any purpose), and that you would not 
be brought back to Us" S3 Exalted be Allah, the True King: None has the right to be worshipped 
but He, the Lord of the Supreme Throne!) 23:115-116 Allah said: 



(He explains the Ayat in detail for people who have knowledge.) In other words, He explained 
the signs and proofs for people who know. Allah further stated: 



(Verily, in the alternation of the night and the day) The day and the night alternate, when one 
arrives, the other goes, and so on, with no errors. This is similar to the meaning indicated in 
the following Ayat: 



(He bringsthe night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly...). 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon.) 36:40 , and 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting). 6:96 Allah 
continued: 



(and in all that Allah has created in the heavens and the earth) meaning the signs that indicate 
His greatness. This is similar to Allah's statements: 



(And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth...) 12:105 



("Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and the earth," but neither Ayat nor warners benefit 
those who believe not.) 10:101 



(See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of the heaven and the earth.) 
34:9. 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.) 3:190 means intelligent men. Allah said 
here, 



(Ayat for those who have Taqwa.) meaning fear Allah's punishment, wrath and torment. 



(7. Verily, those who hope not for their meeting with Us, but are pleased and satisfied with the 
life of the present world, and those who are heedless of Our Ayat,) (8. Those, their abode will 
be the Fire, because of what they used to earn.) 



The Abode of Those Who deny the Hour is Hell- Fire 

Allah describesthe state of the wretched who disbelieved in the meeting with Allah on the Day 
of Resurrection and did not look forward to it, who were well-pleased with the life of this 
world and at rest in it. Al-Hasan said: "They adorned it and praised it until they were well 
pleased with it. Whereas they were heedless of Allah's signs in the universe, they did not 
contemplate them. They were also heedless of Allah's Laws, for they didn't abide by them. 
Their abode on the Day of Return is Fire, a reward for what they have earned in their worldly 
life from among their sins and crimes. That is beside their disbelief in Allah, His Messenger and 
the Last Day." 



(9. Verily, those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will guide them through 
their faith; under them will flow rivers in the Gardens of delight (Paradise).) (10. Their way of 
request therein will be: "Glory to You, Allah!" and "Salam" (peace, safety from evil) will be 
their greetings therein! And the close of their request will be: "All praise is due to Allah, the 
Lord of all that exists.") 



The Good Reward is for the People of Faith and Good Deeds 

In these two Ayat, Allah promises the happy blessings for those who believed in Allah and His 
Messengers. And for those that have complied with what they were commanded to follow. The 
promise is that He will guide them because of their faith, or it may mean through their faith. 
As to the first interpretation, the meaning is that Allah will guide them on the Day of 
Resurrection to the straight path until they pass into Paradise because of their faith in this 
world. The other meaning is that their faith will assist them on the Day of Resurrection as 
Mujahid said: 



(Their Lord will guide them through their faith) meaning "Their faith will be a light in which 
they will walk." 



(Their way of request therein will be: "Glory to You, Allah!" And Salam (peace, safety from 
evil) will be their greetings therein! And the close of their request will be: "All praise is due to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists.") meaning this is the condition of the people of Paradise. This 
is similar to what is found in the following Ayat: 



(Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be "Salam Peace I") 33:44 , 



(No Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain talk) will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only 
t he say i ng of : Sal am ! Sal am ! ! ") 56: 25-26 , 



((It will be said to them): "Salam" -- a Word from the Lord, Most Merciful.) 36:58 



(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon 
you)!") 13:23-24 In Allah's statement, 



(And the close of their request will be: All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.") 
There is an indication that Allah Almighty is the Praised One always, the Worshipped at all 
times. This is why He praised Himself at the beginning and the duration of His creation. He also 
praised Himself in the beginning of His Book and the beginning of its revelation. Allah said: 



(All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His servant the Book (the 
Qur'an).) 18:1 , 



(All praise is due to Allah, Who (alone) created the heavens and the earth,) 6:1 , and many 
other citations with this meaning. The Ayah also indicates that Allah is the Praised One in this 
world and in the Hereafter and in all situations. In a Hadith recorded by Muslim: 

» 

« 

(The people of Paradise will be inspired to glorify Allah and praise Him as they instinctively 
breath.) This will be their nature because of the increasing bounties of Allah upon them. These 
bounties are repeated and brought back again and increased with no limit or termination. 3d 
praise be to Allah for there is no God but He and no Lord save He. 



(11. And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil as He hastens for them the good then they 
would have been ruined. So We leave those who expect not their meeting with Us, in their 
trespasses, wandering blindly in distraction.) 



Allah does not respond to the Requests for Evil like He does with 

the Requests for Good 

Allah tells us about His Forbearance and Benevolence with His servants. He does not respond to 
them when they pray with evil intentions against themselves, their wealth or their children 
during times of grief or anger. He knows that they do not truly intend evil for themselves so He 
doesn't respond to them. This is in reality kindness and mercy. On the other hand, He responds 
to them when they pray for themselves, wealth and money, with good, blessing and growth. 
Allah has said, 



(And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil as He hastens for them the good then they 
would have been ruined.) This means that if He had responded to all of their evil requests, He 



would have destroyed them. However, people should avoid praying for evil as much as they 
can. Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded in hisMusnad that Jabir said, "Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(Do not pray against yourselves, do not pray against your children, do not pray against your 
wealth, for your prayer may coincide with a time of response from Allah and Allah will respond 
to you.) This Hadith was also recorded by Abu Dawud. This is similar to what is understood from 
the following Ayah: 



(And man invokes (Allah) for evil as he invokes (Allah) for good. ) 17:11 In regard to the 
interpretation of this Ayah, 



(And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil as He hastens for them the good) Mujahid said: 
"It is the man saying to his son or money when he is angry, " Allah don't bless him (or it) and 
curse him (or it).' Should Allah respond to this man in this request as He responds to him with 
good, He would destroy them." 



(12. And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his side, or sitting or standing. But 
when We have removed his harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a 
harm that touched him! Thus it is made fair seeming to the wasteful that which they used to 
do.) 



Man remembers Allah at Times of Adversity and forgets Him at 

Times of Prosperity 



Allah tells us about man and how he becomes annoyed and worried when he is touched with 
distress. 



(but when evil touches him, then he has recourse to long supplications.) 41:51 'Long 
supplications' also means many supplications. When man suffers adversity he becomes worried 
and anxious. So he supplicates more. He prays to Allah to lift and remove the adversity. He 
prays while standing, sitting or laying down. When Allah removes his adversity and lifts his 
distress, he turns away and becomes arrogant. He goes on as if nothing were wrong with him 
before. 



(He passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a harm that touched him!) Allah then criticized 
and condemned those who have these qualities or act this way, so He said: 



(Thus it is made fair seeming to the wasteful that which they used to do.) But those on whom 
Allah has bestowed good guidance and support are an exception. 



(Except those who have patience believe and do righteous good deeds.) 11:11 The Prophet 
said: 



( ) » 



« 



(How wonderful is the case of a believer; there is good for him in everything and this is not the 
case with anyone except a believer. If prosperity attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah, 
and that is good for him. And if adversity befalls him, he endures it patiently and that is also 
good for him.) 



(13. And indeed, We destroyed generations before you when they did wrong, while their 
Messengers came to them with clear proofs, but they were not such as to believe! Thus do We 
requite the people who are criminals.) (14. Then We made you successors after them, 
generations after generations in the land, that We might see how you would work.) 



The Admonition held in the Destruction of the Previous Generations 

Allah tells us about what happened to past generations when they belied the Messengers and 
the clear signs and proofs the latter brought to them. Allah then made this nation successors 
after them. He sent to them a Messenger to test their obedience to Him and following His 
Messenger. Muslim recorded that Abu Nadrah reported from Abu Sa id that he said: "Allah's 
Messenger said: 



» 



« 

(The world is indeed sweet and green; and verily Allah is going to install you generations after 
generations in it in order to see how you act. So safeguard yourselves against the world and 
avoid (the trial caused by) women. For the first trial of the Children of Israel was due to 
women..) Ibn Jarir reported from ' Abdur-Rahman from Ibn Abi Layla that ' Awf bin Malik said to 
Abu Bakr: "In a dream, I saw a rope hanging from the sky and Allah's Messenger was being 
raised. The rope was suspended again and Abu Bakr was raised. Then people were given 
different measurements around the Minbar, and " Umar was favored with three forearm 
measurements." ' Umar said: "Keep your dream away from us, we have no need for it." When 
' Umar succeeded, he called for 'Awf and said to him, "Tell me about your dream" 'Awf said: 
"Do you need to hear about my dream now Did you not scold me before" He then said, "Woe 
unto you! I hated for you to announce it to the successor of Allah's Messenger himself." 3d ' Awf 
related his dream until he got to the three forearms, he said: "One that he was Khalifah, 



second he did not -- for the sake of Allah -- fear the blame of blamers, and third he was a 
martyr." Allah said: 



(Then We made you successors after them, generations after generations in the land, that We 
might see how you would work.)(10:14) Then he said: "Son of the mother of x Umar, you have 
been appointed as Khalifah, so look at what you will do! About not fearing the blame of 
blamers, that is Allah's will. About becoming a martyr, how can 'Umar reach that when the 
Muslims are in support of him" 



(15. And when Our clear Ayat are recited unto them, those who hope not for their meeting 
with Us, say: "Bring us a Qur'an other than this, or change it." Say: "It is not for me to change it 
on my own accord; I only follow that which is revealed unto me. Verily, I fear the torment of 
the Great Day (the Day of Resurrection) if I were to disobey my Lord.") (16. Say: "If Allah had so 
willed, I should not have recited it to you nor would He have made it known to you. Verily, I 
have stayed among you a lifetime before this. Have you then no sense") 



Obstinance of the Chiefs of the Quraysh 

Allah tells us about the obstinance of the disbelievers of the Quraysh, who were opposed to the 
message and denied Allah. When the Messenger read to them from the Book of Allah and His 
clear evidence they said to him: "Bring a Qur'an other than this." They wanted the Prophet to 
take back this Book and bring them another book of a different style or change it to a different 
form. So Allah said to His Prophet : 



(Say: "It is not for me to change it on my own accord;) This means that it is not up to me to do 
such a thing. I am but a servant who receives commands. I am a Messenger conveying from 
Allah. 



(I only follow that which is revealed unto me. Verily, I fear the torment of the Great Day (the 
Day of Resurrection) if I were to disobey my Lord.) 

The Evidence of the Truthfulness of the Qur'an Muhammad then 
argued with supporting evidence to the truthfulness of what he had 

brought them: 



(Say: "If Allah had so willed, I should not have recited it to you nor would He have made it 
known to you...") This indicates that he brought this only with the permission and will of Allah 
for him to do so. The proof of this was that he had not fabricated it himself and that they were 
incapable of refuting it, and that they should be fully aware of his truthfulness and honesty 
since he grew up among them, until Allah sent the Message to him. The Prophet was never 
criticized for anything or held in contempt. So he said, 



(Verily, I have stayed among you a lifetime before this. Have you then no sense) Which meant 
"don't you have brains with which you may distinguish the truth from falsehood" When 
Heraclius, the Roman king, asked Abu Sufyan and those who were in his company about the 
Prophet , he said: "Have you ever accused him of telling lies before his claim" Abu Sufyan 
replied: "No." Abu Sufyan was then the head of the disbelievers and the leader of the idolators, 
but he still admitted the truth. This is a clear and irrefutable testimony since it came from the 
enemy. Heraclius then said: "I wondered how a person who does not tell a lie about others 
could ever tell a lie about Allah." Ja'far bin Abu Talib said to An-Najashi, the king of Ethiopia: 
"Allah has sent to us a Messenger that we know histruthfulness, ancestral lineage, and honesty. 
He stayed among us before the prophet hood for forty years." 



(17. So who does more wrong than he who forges a lie against Allah or denies His Ayat Surely, 
the criminals will never be successful!) 



Allah says that no one is more wrong, unjust and arrogant than he 

who invented a lie against Allah, forged claims about Allah, or 
claimed that Allah has sent a message to him but his claim was not 

true. 

No one is more of a criminal or has committed greater wrong than such a person. Liars cannot 
be confused with Prophets. Anyone who claims such a thing, whether lying or telling the truth, 
will necessarily be supported by Allah with proofs and signs of his falsehood or truthfulness. 
The difference between Muhammad and Musaylamah the liar, was clearer to those who met 
both of them than the difference between forenoon and midnight when it is extremely dark. 
Those who are clear-sighted can distinguish via signs and proofs between the truthfulness of 
Muhammad and the falsehood of Musaylamah the liar, Sajah and Al-Aswad Al-' Ansi. Abdullah 
bin Salam said: "When Allah's Messenger arrived at Al-Madinah, people were scared away and I 
was one of them. But when I saw him, I realized that his face could never be the face of a liar. 
The first thing I heard from him was his statement: 



» 



« 

(0 people, spread the greetings of peace, feed others, be dutiful to your relatives and offer 
prayers in the night when others are asleep so that you will enter Paradise in peace.)" When 
Dimam bin Tha' labah came to Allah's Messenger and asked him in the presence of his people -- 
Banu Sa'd bin Bakr: "Who raised this heaven" He replied, . (Allah). He asked: "And who erected 
these mountains" He replied, . (Allah). He asked: "Who spread out this earth" He replied, . 
(Allah). Then he asked: "I ask you in the name of the One, Who raised the heavens, erected the 
mountains, and spread out this earth, has Allah sent you as a Messenger to all mankind" He 
said, i 



« » 

(By Allah, Yes!) Then Dimam asked him about Salah, Zakah, Hajj and fasting. With every 
question he swore by Allah and with every response the Prophet swore also. Dimam then said: 
"You indeed are telling the truth. By the One Who sent you with the truth I will not increase or 
decrease from what you have told me." This man was content with the few responses of the 



Prophet . He was convinced of the Prophet's truthfulness by the signs that he saw and 
witnessed. It was narrated that " Amr bin AI-' As went to Musaylamah. " Amr was not a Muslim at 
that time and he was a friend of Musaylamah. Musaylamah said: "Woe unto you 'Amr. What was 
revealed unto your friend -- meaning Allah's Messenger -- during this period" 'Amr replied: "I 
heard his companions reading a short but great Surah." He asked, "And what was that" He 
recited: 



(By Al-' Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss.) 103:1-2 until the end of the Surah. Musaylamah 
thought for a while and then said: "Something similar to that was also revealed to me." ' Amr 
asked: "And what is it" He then recited: "0 Wabr, Wabr! You are only two ears and a breast. 
The rest of you is hollow.' What do you think, ' Amr" * Amr then said: "By Allah, you know that I 
know that you are a liar." This was a statement made by an idolator in judgment of 
Musaylamah. He knew Muhammad and his truthfulness. He also knew Musaylamah and his 
tendency toward falsehood and lying. People who think and have insight know even better. 
Allah said: 



(And who does more aggression and wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His 
Ayat.) 6:21 



(So who does more wrong than he who forges a lie against Allah or denies His Ayat Surely, the 
criminals will never be successful!) 10:17 No one is more unjust than he who belies the truth 
which the Messengers have brought supported with evidence and proof. 



(18. And they worship besides Allah things that harm them not, nor profit them, and they say: 
"These are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in 
the heavens and on the earth" Glorified and Exalted is He above all that which they associate 
as partners (with Him)!) (19. Mankind were but one community, then they differed (later); and 
had not it been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord, it would have been settled 
between them regarding what they differed.) 



What do the Idolators believe about Their Gods 

Allah reproaches the idolators that worshipped others beside Allah, thinking that those gods 
would intercede for them before Allah. Allah states that these gods do not harm or benefit. 
They don't have any authority over anything, nor do they own anything. These gods can never 
do what the idolators had claimed about them. That is why Allah said: 



(Say: ' Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and on the earth') Ibn 
Jarir said: "This means, 'Are you telling Allah about what may not happen in the heavens and 
earth' Allah then announced that His Glorious Self is far above their Shirk and Kufr by saying: 



(Glorified and Exalted is He above all that which they associate as partners (with Him)!) 

Shirk is New 

Allah then tells us that Shirk was new among mankind. It was not in existence in the beginning. 
He tells us that people were believers in one religion and that religion was Islam. Ibn 'Abbas 
said: "There were ten centuries between Adam and Nuh. They were all on Islam. Then 
differences among people took place. They worshipped idols and rivals. So Allah sent extensive 
evidence and irrefutable proof with His Messengers." 



(So that those who were to be destroyed (for rejecting the faith) might be destroyed after a 
clear evidence, and those who were to live might live after a clear evidence.) 8:42 Allah's 
statement: 



(And had not it been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord...) means that if Allah 
had not decreed He would not punish anyone until the evidence is established against them. 
And also that if He had not given creatures a respite until a defined term had passed, He would 
have judged among them in what they disputed. Then He would have caused the believers to 
be happy and delighted and the disbelievers to be miserable and wretched. 



(20. And they say: "How is it that not a sign is sent down on him from his Lord" Say: "The 
Unseen belongs only to Allah, so wait you, verily, I am with you among those who wait.") 



The Idolators requested a Miracle 

These stubborn, lying disbelievers said, "Why would not a sign be revealed to Muhammad from 
his Lord." They meant a sign such as given to Salih. Allah sent the she-camel to Thamud. They 
wanted Allah to change the mount of As-Safa into gold or remove the mountains of Makkah and 
replace them with gardens and rivers. Allah is capable of doing all of that, but He is All -Wise in 
His actions and statements. Allah said: 



(Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you better than (all) that -- Gardens under which 
rivers flow (Paradise) and will assign you palaces (in Paradise). Nay, they deny the Hour, and 
for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire.) 25:10-11 He also said: 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them.) 17:59 
Allah's way of dealing with His creatures is that He would give to them if they asked things 
from Him. But if they then didn't believe He would expedite punishment for them. When Allah's 
Messenger was given the choice of Allah giving the people what they requested but if they 
didn't believe they would be punished, or that their request would not be answered 
immediately, Allah's Messenger chose the latter. Allah guided His Prophet to answer their 
question by saying: 



(Say: "The Unseen belongs only to Allah...") This Ayah means that the matter in its entirety is 
for Allah. He is well aware of the outcome of all matters. 



("...so wait you, verily, I am with you among those who wait.") If you would not believe unless 
you witness that which you asked for, then wait for Allah's judgement for me, as well as for 
yourselves. Nonetheless, they had witnessed some of the signs and miracles of the Prophet , 
which were even greater than what they had asked for. In their presence, the Prophet pointed 
to the moon when it was full and it split into two parts, one part behind the mountain and the 
other before them. If they were seeking the guidance and firm knowledge by asking for signs, 
Allah would have known that and would have granted them what had been requested. But Allah 
knew that it was their obstinacy that was behind their request. Therefore Allah left them to 
suffer in their suspicion and doubt. Allah knew that none of them would believe. This is similar 
to Allah's statements: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (Wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them.) 10:96-97 and; 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We 
had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed, unless 
Allah willed.) 6:111 This was in addition to their arrogance. As Allah said in another Ayah: 



(And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven.) 15:14 And He said: 



(And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down.) 52:44 He also said: 



(And even if We had sent down unto you (O Muhammad) a Message written on paper so that 
they could touch it with their hands, the disbelievers would have said: " This is nothing but 
obvious magic!') 6:7 Such people don't deserve to have their requests answered, for there is no 
benefit in answering them. These people are obstinate and stubborn as a result of their 
corruption and immorality. Therefore Allah told His Messenger to say: 



(So wait you, verily, I am with you among those who wait.) 



(21. And when We let mankind taste mercy after some adversity has afflicted them, behold! 
They take to plotting against Our Ayat! Say: "Allah is more swift in planning!" Certainly, Our 
messengers (angels) record all of that which you plot.) (22. He it is Who enables you to travel 
through land and sea, till when you are in the ships, and they sail with them with a favorable 
wind, and they are glad therein, then comes a stormy wind and the waves come to them from 
all sides, and they think that they are encircled therein. Then they invoke Allah, making their 
faith pure for Him (alone), (saying): "If You (Allah) deliver us from this, we shall truly, be of the 
grateful.") (23. But when He delivers them, behold! They rebel (disobey Allah) in the earth 
wrongfully. mankind! Your rebellion is only against yourselves, -- a brief enjoyment of this 
worldly life, then (in the end) unto Us is your return, and We shall inform you of that which you 
used to do.) 



Man changes when He receives Mercy after Times of Distress 

Allah tells usthat when He makes men feel His mercy after being afflicted with distress, 



(They take to plotting against Our Ayat.) The coming of mercy after distress is like the coming 
of ease after hardship, fertility after aridity, and rain after drought. Mujahid said that man's 
attitude indicates a mockery and belying of blessings. The meaning here is similar to Allah's 
statement: 



(And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his side, or sitting or standing. )(10:12) 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Allah's Messenger led the Subh (Dawn) prayer after it had rained 
during the night, then he said: 

« » 

(Do you know what your Lord has said last night) They replied, "Allah and His Messenger know 
better." He said: 



» 



« 

(Allah said; "This morning, some of My servants have become believers and some disbelievers in 
Me. He who said: ' We have had this rainfall due to the grace and mercy of Allah' is a believer 
in Me and a disbeliever in the stars. And he who said 'we have had this rainfall due to the 
rising of such and such star' is a disbeliever in Me and a believer in the stars.) The Ayah: 



(Say: "Allah is more swift in planning!") means that Allah is more capable of gradually seizing 
them with punishment, while granting them concession of a delay until the criminals think that 
they would not be punished. But in reality they are in periods of respite, then they will be 
taken suddenly. The noble writers (meaning the angels who write the deeds) will write 
everything that they do and keep count of their deeds. Then they will present it before the All- 
Knowing of the seen and unseen worlds. The Lord will then reward them for the significant 
deeds and even the seemingly insignificant that may be as tiny as a spot on a date pit. Allah 
further states: 



(He it is Who enables you to travel through land and sea...) which means that He preserves you 
and maintains you with His care and watching. 



(Till when you are in the ships, and they sail with them with a favorable wind, and they are 
glad therein...) meaning smoothly and calmly; 



(then comes (these ships)) 



(a stormy wind) 



o(and the waves come to them from all sides, ) 



(and they think that they are encircled therein) meaning that are going to be destroyed. 



(Then they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him (alone)) meaning that in this situation 
they would not invoke an idol or statue besides Allah. They would single Him out alone for their 
supplications and prayers. This is similar to Allah's statement: 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him (Allah alone). But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away (from Him). And man is 
ever ungrateful.) 17:67 And in this Surah, He says: 



(They invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him (saying): "If You (Allah) deliver us from this 
(situation).") 



("We shall truly, be of the grateful.") This means that we will not ascribe others as partners 
with You. We will later worship You alone as we are praying to You here and now. Allah states; 



(But when He delivers them) from that distress, 



(behold! They rebel (disobey Allah) in the earth wrongfully...) meaning: they returned as if 
they had never experienced any difficulties and had never promised Him anything. Sa Allah 
said: 



(He passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a harm that touched him!) 10:12 Allah then 
said: 



(0 mankind! Your rebellion (disobedience to Allah) is only against yourselves,) it is you 
yourselves that will taste the evil consequence of this transgression. You will not harm anyone 
else with it, as comes in the Hadith, 



» 



« 

(There is no sin that is more worthy that Allah hasten punishment for in this world -- on top of 
the punishment that Allah has in store for it in the Hereafter -- than oppression and cutting the 
ties of the womb.) Allah's statement: 



(a brief enjoyment of this worldly life...) means that you only have a short enjoyment in this 
low and abased worldly life. 



(then (in the end) unto Us is your return...) meaning your goal and final destination. 



(and We shall inform you) of all your deeds. Then we shall recompense you for them. 3d let him 
who finds good (in his record) praise Allah, and let him who finds other than that blame no one 
but himself. 



(24. Verily, the parable of the life of the world is as the water which We send down from the 
sky; so by it arises the intermingled produce of the earth of which men and cattle eat: until 
when the earth is clad in its adornments and is beautified, and its people think that they have 
all the powers of disposal over it, Our command reaches it by night or by day and We make it 
like a clean-mown harvest, as if it had not flourished yesterday! Thus do We explain the Ayat in 
detail for the people who reflect.) (25. Allah calls to the Abode of Peace (Paradise) and guides 
whom He wills to the straight path.) 



The Parable of this Life 

Allah the Almighty has set an example of the similitude of the life of this world, its glitter and 
the swiftness of its passage, likening it to the plant and vegetation that Allah brings out from 
the earth. This plant grows from the water that comes down from the sky. These plants are 
food for people, such as fruits and other different types and kinds of foods. Some other kinds 
are food for cattle such as clover plants (i.e. green fodder for the cattle) and herbage etc. 



(until when the earth is clad in its adornments ,) 



(and is beautified ) meaning, it became good by what grows on its hills such as blooming 
flowers of different shapes and colors. 



(and its people think...) those who planted it and put it in the ground, 



(that they have all the powers of disposal over it) to cultivate it and harvest it. But while they 
were in that frame of mind, a thunderbolt or a severe, cold storm came to it. It dried its leaves 
and spoiled its fruits. Allah said: 



(Our command reaches it by night or by day and We make it like a clean-mown harvest, ) it 
became dry after it was green and flourishing. 



(as if it had not flourished yesterday!) as if nothing existed there before. Qatadah said: "As if it 
had not flourished; as if it was never blessed." Such are things after they perish, they are as if 
they had never existed. Similarly, the Hadith, 

» 



« 



(A person who led the most prosperous life in this world will be brought up and dipped once in 
the Fire. He will then be asked: ' Have you ever found any good or comfort' He will reply: " No.' 
And a person who had experienced extreme adversity in this world will be brought up and 
dipped once in the bliss (of Paradise). Then he will be asked: 'Did you ever face any hardship or 
misery' He will reply: ' No.') Allah said about those who were destroyed: 



(So they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes; as if they had never lived there.) 11:67-68 Allah 
then said: 



(Thus do We explain the Ayat. ..) We do explain the proofs, and evidences, in detail 



(for the people who reflect.) so they may take a lesson from this example in the swift vanishing 
of this world from its people while they are deceived by it. They would trust this world and its 
promises, and then it unexpectedly turns away from them. This world, in its nature, runs away 
from those who seek it but seeks those who run away from it. Allah mentioned the parable of 
this world and the plants of the earth in several Ayat in His Noble Book. He said in Surat Al- 
Kahf: 



(And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: it is like the water (rain) which 
We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes 
fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And 
Allah is able to do everything.) (18:45) He also gave similar examples in both Surat Az-Zumar 
39:21 and Surat Al-Hadid 57:20 . 

Invitation to the Everlasting Gifts that do not vanish 

Allah said: 



(And Allah calls to the Abode of Peace) When Allah mentioned the swiftness of this world and 
its termination, He invited people to Paradise and encouraged them to seek it. He called it the 
Abode of Peace. It is the Abode of Peace because it is free from defects and miseries. So Allah 
said: 



(Allah calls to the Home of Peace and guides whom He wills to the straight path.) It was 
narrated that Jabir bin x Abdullah said: "Allah's Messenger came out one day and said to us: 



» 



« 

(I have seen in my sleep that it was as if Jibril was at my head and Mika'il at my leg. They were 
saying to each other: 'Give an example for him.' He said: 'Listen, your ear may listen. And 
fathom, your heart may fathom. The parable of you and your Ummah is that of a king who has 
built a house on his land. He arranged a banquet in it. Then he sent a messenger to invite the 
people to his food. Some accepted the invitation and others did not. Allah is the King and the 
land is Islam, the house is Paradise and you Muhammad are the Messenger. Whosoever responds 
to your call enters Islam. And whosoever enters Islam enters Paradise. And whosoever enters 
Paradise eats from it.) Ibn Jarir recorded this Hadith. It was also reported that Abu Ad-Darda' 
said that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 



« 

(Two angels descend every day in which the sun rises and say that which all Allah's creatures 
would hear except Jinn and humans: '0 people! Come to your Lord! Anything little and 
sufficient is better than a lot but distract ive.') And He sent this down in the Qur'an when He 
said: 



("Allah calls to the Abode of Peace".) Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded this. 



(26. For those who have done good is the best, and even more. Neither darkness nor dust nor 
any humiliating disgrace shall cover their faces. They are the dwellers of Paradise, they will 
abide therein forever.) 



The Reward of the Good- Doers 

Allah states that those who do good in this world -- by having faith and performing righteous 
deeds-- will be rewarded with a good reward in the Hereafter. Allah said: 



(Isthere any reward for good other than good)(55:60) Then Allah said: 



(and even more.) the reward on the good deeds multiplied ten times to seven hundred times 
and even more on top of that. This reward includes what Allah will give them in Paradise, such 
as the palaces, Al-Hur (virgins of Paradise), and His pleasure upon them. He will give them 
what He has hidden for them of the delight of the eye. He will grant them on top of all of that 
and even better, the honor of looking at His Noble Face. This is the increase that is greater 
than anything that had been given. They will not deserve that because of their deeds, but 
rather, they will receive it by the grace of Allah and His mercy. The explanation that this refers 
to looking at Allah's Noble Face was narrated from Abu Bakr, Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, 



'Abdullah bin " Abbas, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, " Abdur-Rahman bin Abu Layla, ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Sabit, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, 'Amir bin Sa' ad, ' At a', Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq, and others from the earlier and later scholars. There are many Hadiths 
that contain the same interpretation. Among these Hadiths is what Imam Ahmad recorded from 
Suhayb that Allah's Messenger recited this Ayah, 



(For those who have done good isthe best and even more.) And then he said: 



» 



« 

(When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, a caller will say: ' O people of Paradise, Allah has 
promised you something that He wishes to fulfill.' They will reply: " What is it Has He not made 
our Scale heavy Has He not made our faces white and delivered us from Fire' Allah will then 
remove the veil and they will see Him. By Allah, they have not been given anything dearer to 
them and more delightful than looking at Him.) Muslim and a group of Imams also related this 
Hadith. Allah then said: 



(Neither darkness nor dust shall cover their faces. ..) meaning, no blackness or darkness will be 
on their faces during the different events of the Day of Judgment. But the faces of the 
rebellious disbelievers will be stained with dust and darkness. 



(nor any humiliating disgrace) meaning, they will be covered with degradation and disgrace. 
The believers, however will not be humiliated internally or externally, on the contrary, they 
will be protected and honored. For as Allah has said: 



I (So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave them Nadrah (brightness) and joy.) 
76:11 meaning, light in their faces and delight in their hearts. May Allah make us among those 
by His grace and mercy. 



(27. And those who have earned evil deeds, the recompense of an evil deed is the like thereof, 
and humiliating disgrace will cover them (their faces). No defender will they have from Allah. 
Their faces will be covered as it were with pieces from the darkness of night. They are the 
dwellers of the Fire, they will abide therein forever.) 



The Reward of the Wicked Criminals 

After Allah told us about the state of those happy people who have done right and He promised 
increase in reward, He continued to tell us about the unlucky, miserable ones. He told us about 
His j ustice with them. He will reward them with similar evil, without any increase 



(and will cover them) meaning that their faces will be covered and overtaken by humiliation 
because of their sins and their fear from these sins. Similarly Allah said: 



(And you will see them brought forward to it, (Hell) made humble by disgrace.) 42:45 He also 
said: 



(Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the wrongdoers do, but He gives them respite 
up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror. (They will be) hastening forward with necks 
outstretched, their heads raised up (towards the sky).) 14:42 - 43 Allah then said: 



(No defender will they have from Allah.) meaning, there will be no protectors to prevent them 
from punishment as Allah said: 



(On that Day man will say: "Where (is the refuge) to flee" No! There is no refuge! Unto your 
Lord (alone) will be the place of rest that Day.) 75:10-12 Allah's statement: 



(Their faces will be covered as it were...) means that their faces will be dark in the Hereafter. 
This is similar to His statement: 



(On the Day (the Day of Resurrection) when some faces will become white and some faces will 
become black; as for those whose faces will become black (to them will be said): "Did you 
reject faith after accepting it Then taste the torment (in Hell) for rejecting faith." And for 
those whose faces will become white, they will be in Allah's mercy (Paradise), therein they 
shall dwell forever.) 3:106-107 He also said: 



(Some faces that Day will be bright, laughing, rejoicing at good news (of Paradise). And other 
faces that Day will be dust -stained. ) 80:38-40 



(28. And the Day whereon We shall gather them all together, then We shall say to those who 
did set partners in worship with Us: "Stop at your place! You and your partners." Then We shall 
separate them, and their partners shall say: "It was not us that you used to worship.") (29. "So 
sufficient is Allah as a witness between us and you that we indeed knew nothing of your 
worship of us.") (30. There! Every person will know (exactly) what he had earned before and 
they will be brought back to Allah, their rightful Mawla (Lord), and their invented false deities 
will vanish from them.) 



The gods of the Idolatorswill claim Innocence from them on the 

Day of Resurrection 

Allah said: 



(And the Day whereon We shall gather them) Allah will gather together all the creatures of 
earth, human and Jinn, righteous and rebellious. He said in another Ayah: 



(and We shall gather them all together so asto leave not one of them behind.) 18:47 



(then We shall say to those who did associate partners: "Stop at your place! You and your 
partners.") He then will command the idolatorsto stay where they are and not to move from 
their destined places so they would be separated from the place of the believers. Similarly, 
Allah said: 



((It will be said): "And you the criminals! Get you apart this Day (from the believers). )(36:59) 
Allah also said: 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day shall (all men) be separated (the 
believers will be separated from the disbelievers). ) 30:14 In the same Surah, Ar-Rum , Allah 
said: 



(On that Day men shall be divided.) 30:43 means, they shall be divided in two. This is what 
will take place when Allah Almighty will come for Final Judgement. The believers intercede to 
Allah so the Final Judgement may come and they get rid of that state. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(On the Day of Resurrection, we will be in a visible place above the other people.) Allah tells 
us here what He is going to command the idolators and their idols to do on the Day of 
Resurrection 



("9op at your place! You and your partners." Then We shall separate them,) and that they 
would deny their worship and claim their innocence from them. Similarly, Allah said: " 



(Nay, but they will deny their worship of them.) 19:82 



(When those who were followed declare themselves innocent of those who followed 
(them).) 2:166 , and; 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on (invokes) besides Allah, such as will not answer 
him till the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls (invocations) to 
them And when mankind are gathered (on the Day of Resurrection), they (false deities) will 
become their enemies) 46:5-6 . This refers to the partners responding to those who worshipped 
them, Then Allah said: 



(So sufficient is Allah as a witness between us and you.) They say that we did not know or think 
that you were worshipping us. Allah is a Witness between us and you that we never called upon 
you to worship us. We never ordered you to worship us; neither did we accept your worship of 
us. Allah said: 



(There! Every person will know (exactly) what he had earned before) This will be the state of 
accounting on the Day of Resurrection. Every soul shall know all that it had sent forth, both 
good and evil. Smilarly, Allah said: 



(The Day when all the secrets will be examined.) 86:9 , 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward (of deeds), and what he left 
behind.) 75:13 , and 



(. ..and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall bring out for him a book which he will find wide 
open. (It will be said to him): "Read your book. You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against 
you this Day.") 17:13-14 Then Allah said, 



(and they will be brought back to Allah, their rightful Mawla.) All affairs and matters will be 
brought back to Allah, the Judge, the All-Just. He will judge everyone, and then admit the 
people of Paradise in Paradise and the people of Hell to Hell. 



(and will vanish from them) meaning what the idolators worshipped, 



(what they invented) what they worshipped besides Allah that they invented. 



(31. Say: "Who provides for you from the sky and the earth Or who owns hearing and sight And 
who brings out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living And who 
disposes of the affairs" They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then be afraid (of Allah's 
punishment)") (32. Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can there be, 
save error How then are you turned away) (33. Thus is the Word of your Lord justified against 
those who rebel (disobey Allah), that they will not believe.) 



The Idolators recognize Allah's Tawhid in Lordship and the Evidence 
is established against Them through this Recognition. 

Allah argues that the idolators' recognition of Allah's Oneness in Lordship is an evidence against 
them, for which they should admit and recognize the Oneness in divinity and worship. So Allah 
said: 



(Say: "Who provides for you from the sky and the earth") meaning, who is He Who sends down 
water from the sky and splits the earth with His power and will and allows things to grow from 
it, 



(Isthere a god, besides Allah) 27:62 Who provides; 



(Grains. And grapes and clover plants. And olives and date palms. And gardens dense with many 
trees. And fruits and herbage.)" 80:27-31 



(They will say: "Allah.") 



("Who is he that can provide for you if He should withhold His provision) 67:21 Allah's 
statement, 



(Or who owns hearing and sight) means that Allah is the One who granted you the power of 
sight and hearing. If He willed otherwise, He would remove these gifts and deprive you of 
them. Similarly, Allah said: 



(Say it is He Who has created you, and endowed you with hearing and seeing.) 67:23 Allah 
also said: 



(Say: "Tell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight.) 6:46 Then Allah said: 



(And who brings out the living from the dead and brings out the dead from the living) by His 
great power and grace. 



(And who disposes of the affairs) In Whose Hand is the dominion of everything Who protects all, 
while against Whom there is no protector Who is the One who judges with none reversing His 
judgement Who is the One that is not questioned about what He does while they will be 
questioned 



(Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him. Every day He is (engaged) in some 
affair!) 55:29 The upper and lower kingdoms and what is in them both, including the angels, 
humans, and Jinn are in desperate need of Him. They are His servants and are under His 
control. 



(They will say: "Allah.") they say this knowingly and they admit it. 



(Say: 'Will you not then be afraid (of Allah's punishment)") meaning, don't you fear Him when 
you worship others because of your ignorance and false opinions Allah then said: 



(Such is Allah, your Lord in truth.) This Lord that you admitted is the One Who does all this, is 
your Lord and the True Deity that deserves to be worshipped alone. 



(So after the truth, what else can there be, save error) any one worshipped other than Him is 
false, for there is no God but Allah, He Has no partners. 



(How then are you turned away) How then can you turn away from His worship to worship 
others while you know that He is the Lord that has created everything, the One who controls 
and governs everything Allah then said: 



(Thus is the Word of your Lord justified against those who rebel,) These idolators disbelieved 
and continued to practice their Shirk, and worship others beside Allah. But they knew that He 
is the Creator, the Sustainer and the only One of authority and control in this universe, the One 
Who sent His Messengers to single Him out for all worship. As they disbelieved and were 
persistent in their Shirk, Allah's Word proved true and was justified that they would be 
miserable inhabitants of the Fire. Allah said: 



(They will say: "Yes," but the Word of torment has been justified against the disbelievers!) 
39:71 



(34. Say: "Is there of your partners one that originates the creation and then repeats it" Say: 
"Allah originates the creation and then He repeats it. Then how are you deluded away (from 
the truth)") (35. Say: "Is there of your partners one that guides to the truth" Say: "It is Allah 
Who guides to the truth. Is then He Who guides to the truth more worthy to be followed, or he 
who finds not guidance (himself) unless he is guided Then, what is the matter with you How 
judge you") (36. And most of them follow nothing but conjecture. Certainly, conjecture can be 
of no avail against the truth. Surely, Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) 



This invalidates and falsifies their claims for committing Shirk with 
Allah and worshipping different idols and rivals, 



(Say: "Is there of your partners one that originates the creation and then repeats it") meaning, 
who is the one who started the creation of these heavens and earth and created all the 
creatures in them Who can place the planets and the stars in their positions Who can then 
repeat the process of the creation 



(Say: "Allah") It is He Who does this. He does it by Himself, alone without partners. 



("Then how are you deluded away (from the truth)") How is it that you are so misled from the 
right path to falsehood 



(Say: "Is there of your partners one that guides to the truth" Say: " It is Allah who guides to the 
truth. .".) You know that your deities are incapable of guiding those who are astray. It is Allah 
alone Who guides the misled and confused ones and turns the hearts from the wrong path to 
the right path. It is Allah, none has the right to be worshipped but He. 



(Is then He Who guides to the truth more worthy to be followed, or he who finds not guidance 
(himself) unless he is guided) Will the servant then follow the one who guides to the truth so 
that he may see after he was blind, or follow one who doesn't guide to anything except towards 
blindness and muteness Allah said that Ibrahim said: 



(0 my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in 
anything) 19:42 And said to his people 



(Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve While Allah has created you and what you 
make!) 37: 95-96 Also, there are many Ayat in this regard. Allah then said: 



(Then, what is the matter with you How judge you) What is the matter with you What has 
happened to your mind How did you make Allah's creatures equal to Him What kind of 
judgement did you make to turn away from Allah and worship this or that Why did you not 
worship the Lord -- Glorified be He, the True King, the Judge and the One Who guides to the 
truth Why didn't you call upon Him alone and turn towards Him Allah then explained that they 
did not follow their own religion out of evidence and proof. The fact is that they were 
following mere conjecture and imagination. But conjecture is in no way a substitute for the 
truth. At the end of this Ayah. He said, 



(Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) This is both a threat and a promise of severe punishment. 
Allah said that He would reward them for their actions with a complete reward. 



(37. And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by other than Allah but it is a 
confirmation of (the revelation) which was before it, and a full explanation of the Book -- 
wherein there is no doubt -- from the Lord of all that exists.) (38. Or do they say: "He has 
forged it" Say: "Bring then a Surah like unto it, and call upon whomsoever you can besides 
Allah, if you are truthful!") (39. Nay, they have belied the knowledge whereof they could not 
comprehend and what has not yet been fulfilled. Thus those before them did belie. Then see 
what was the end of the wrongdoers!) (40. And of them there are some who believe therein; 
and of them there are some who believe not therein, and your Lord is All-Aware of the 
mischief-makers.) 



The Qur'an is the True, Inimitable Word of Allah and It is a Miracle 

The Qur'an has a miraculous nature that cannot be imitated. No one can produce anything 
similar to the Qur'an, nor ten Surahs or even one Surah like it. The eloquence, clarity, precision 
and grace of the Qur'an cannot be but from Allah. The great and abundant principles and 
meanings within the Qur'an -- which are of great benefit in this world and for the Hereafter -- 
cannot be but from Allah. There is nothing like His High Self and Attributes or like His sayings 
and actions. Therefore His Words are not like the words of His creatures. This is why Allah said: 



(And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be produced by other than Allah) meaning, a book 
like this cannot be but from Allah. This is not similar to the speech uttered by humans. 



(but it is a confirmation of (the revelation) which was before it,) Such as previous revelations 
and Books. The Qur'an confirms these books and is a witness to them. It shows the changes, 
perversions and corruption that have taken place within these Books. Then Allah said, 



(and a full explanation of the Book -- wherein there is no doubt -- from the Lord of all that 
exists.) That is, fully and truly explaining and detailing the rules and the lawful and the 
unlawful. With this complete and more than sufficient explanation, the Qur'an leaves no doubt 
that it is from Allah, the Lord of all that exists. Allah says, 



(Or do they say: "He has forged it" Say: "Bring then a Surah like unto it, and call upon 
whomsoever you can besides Allah, if you are truthful!") If you argue, claim and doubt whether 
this is from Allah then you uttered a lie and blasphemy, and you say it is from Muhammad -- 
Muhammad , however is a man like you, and since he came as you claim with this Qur'an -- then 
you produce a Surah like one of its Surahs. Produce something of the same nature and seek 
help and support with all the power you have from humans and Jinns. This is the third stage, 
Allah challenged them and called them to produce a counterpart of the Qur'an if they were 
truthful in their claim that it was simply from Muhammad . Allah even suggested that they seek 
help from anyone they chose. But He told them that they would not be able to do it. They 
would have no way of doing so. Allah said: 



(Say: "If the mankind and the Jinn were together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could 
not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another.") 17:88 Then He reduced the 
number for them to ten Surahs similar to it, in the beginning of Surah Hud, Allah said: 



(Or they say, "He forged it." Say: "Bring you then ten forged Surah like unto it, and call 
whomsoever you can, other than Allah, if you speak the truth!") 11:13 In this Surah He went 
even further to challenge them to produce only one Surah like unto the Qur'an. So He said: 



(Or do they say: "He has forged it" Say: "Bring then a Surah like unto it, and call upon 
whomsoever you can besides Allah, if you are truthful!") 10:38 He also challenged them in 
Surat Al-Baqarah, a Madinite Surah, to produce one Surah similar to it. He stated in that Surah 
that they would never be capable of doing so, saying: 



(But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then fear the Fire (Hell).) 2:24 It should be 
noted here that eloquence was a part of the nature and character of the Arabs. Arabic poetry 
including Al-Mu' allaqat -- the oldest complete collection of the most eloquent ancient Arabic 
poems -- was considered to be the best in the literary arts. However Allah sent down to them 
something whose style none were familiar with, and no one is equal in stature to imitate. So 
those who believed among them, believed because of what they knew and felt in the Book, 
including its beauty, elegance, benefit, and fluency. They became the most knowledgeable of 
the Qur'an and its best in adhering to it. The same thing happened to the magicians during 
Fif awn's time. They were knowledgeable of the arts of sorcery, however, when Musa 
performed his miracles, they knew that it must have come through someone that was 
supported and guided by Allah. They knew that no human could perform such acts without the 
permission of Allah. Similarly, " Isa was sent at the time of scholarly medicine and during the 
advancement in the treatment of patients. He healed the blind, lepers and raised the dead to 
life by Allah's leave. What ' Isa was able to do was such that no form of treatment or medicine 
could reproduce. As a result, those who believed in him knew that he was Allah's servant and 
His Messenger. Smilarly, in the Sahih, Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(There was never a Prophet but he was given signs by which the people would recognize him, 
and that which I was given is revelation that Allah revealed, so I hope that I will have the most 
followers among them.) Allah then said: 



(Nay, they have belied the knowledge whereof they could not comprehend and what has not 
yet been fulfilled. ) They did not believe in the Qur'an and they have not yet grasped it or 
comprehended it. 



(And what has not yet been fulfilled.) They have not attained the guidance and the true 
religion. 3d they belied it out of ignorance and foolishness. 



(Those before them did belie.) meaning, the past nations, 



(Then see what was the end of the wrongdoers!) Look at how we Destroyed them because they 
denied Our Messengers in their wickedness, pride, stubbornness and ignorance. 3d beware you 
who deny the message that the same end will befall you. Allah's statement, 



(And of them there are some who believe therein;) means that among those you were sent to, 
Muhammad, are people who will believe in this Qur'an, follow you and benefit from what has 
been sent to you. 



(and of them there are some who believe not therein,) but dies as a disbeliever and will be 
resurrected as such. 



(And your Lord is All-Aware of the mischief makers. ) He best knows those who deserve 
guidance, so He guides them, and those who deserve to go astray, He allows to go astray. Allah 
is, however, the Just who is never unjust. He gives everyone what they deserve. All Glory is 
His, the Exalted. There is no God but He. 



(41. And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are 
innocent of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") (42. And among them are some who 
listen to you, but can you make the deaf to hear -- even though they apprehend not) (43. And 
among them are some who look at you, but can you guide the blind -- even though they see 
not) (44. Truly, Allah wrongs not mankind in aught; but mankind wrong themselves.) 



The Command to be Free and Clear from the Idolators 

Allah said to His Prophet : 'If these idolators belie you, then be clear from them and their 
deeds.' 



(Say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds!") Similarly, Allah said: 



(Say: "0 you disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship.") 109:1-2 to the end of the 
Surah. Ibrahim Al-Khalil (the Friend) and his followers said to the idolators among their people: 



(Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allah) 60:4 Allah then said: 



(And among them are some who listen to you,) They listen to your beautiful talk and to the 
Glorious Qur'an. They listen to your truthful, eloquent and authentic Hadiths that are useful to 
the hearts, the bodies and their faith. This is indeed a great benefit and is sufficient. But 
guiding the people to the truth is not up to you or to them. You cannot make the deaf hear. 
Therefore you cannot guide these people except if Allah wishes. Y 



(And among them are some who look at you, ) They look at you and at what Allah has given you 
in terms of dignity, noble personality and great conduct. There is in all of this clear evidence of 
your prophet hood to those who have reason and insight. Other people also look but they do not 
receive guidance like them. Believers look at you with respect and dignity while disbelievers 
regard you with contempt. 



(And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery.) 25:41 Then Allah announces that He 
is never unjust with anyone. He guides whomever He wills and opens the eyes of the blind, 
makes the deaf hear and removes neglect from the hearts. At the same time He lets others go 
astray, moving away from faith. He does all of that yet He is always Just, for He is the Ruler 
and has full authority over His kingdom. He does whatever He wills without any restrictions. No 
one can question Him as to what He does while he will question everyone else. He is 
Omniscient, All-Wise, and All-Just. So Allah said: 



(Truly, Allah wrongs not mankind in aught; but mankind wrong themselves.) In the Hadith 
narrated by Abu Dharr, he states that the Prophet related that His Lord, Exalted and High is 
He, said: 



» 



« 



I have prohibited !0 My servant) 
oppression for Myself and made it 
prohibited for you, so do not 
Until He (...oppress one another 
:said at the end of the Hadith 



« 



(O My servants! It is but your deeds that I reckon for you and then recompense you for. 3d let 
him who finds good (in the Hereafter) praise Allah. And let him who finds other than that 
blame no one but himself.) The complete version was recorded by Muslim. 



(45. And on the Day when He shall gather them together, (it will be) as if they had not stayed 
(in the life of this world and graves) but an hour of a day. They will recognize each other. 
Ruined indeed will be those who denied the meeting with Allah and were not guided.) 



The Feeling of Brevity toward the Worldly Life at the Gathering on 

the Day of Resurrection 

To remind people of the establishment of the Hour and their resurrection from their graves to 
the gathering for the Day of Judgment, Allah says: 



(And on the Day when He shall gather (resurrect) them.) Similarly Allah said: 



(On the Day when they will see that (torment) with which they are promised (threatened, it 
will be) as if they had not stayed more than an hour in a single day.) 46:35 Allah also said: 



(The Day they see it, (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in this world) except an afternoon 
or a morning.) 79:46 



(The Day when the Trumpet will be blown (the second blowing): that Day, We shall gather the 
criminals, blue eyed. They will speak in a very low voice to each other (saying): "You stayed 
not longer than ten (days)." We know very well what they will say, when the best among them 
in knowledge and wisdom will say: "You stayed no longer than a day!") 20:102-104 and, 



(And on the Day that the Hour will be established, the criminals will swear that they stayed not 
but an hour.) 30:55 These all are evidence of the brevity of the worldly life compared to the 
Hereafter. Allah said: 



(He (Allah) will say: "What number of years did you stay on earth" They will say: "We stayed a 
day or part of a day. Ask of those who keep account." He (Allah) will say: "You stayed not but a 
little, if you had only known!") 23:112-124 Allah then said: 



(They will recognize each other) The children will know their parents and relatives will 
recognize one another. They will know them just like they used to know them during the life in 
this world. However, on that Day everyone will be busy with himself. Allah then said: 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them.) 23:101 Allah also 
said: 



(And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition).) 70:10 Allah then said: 



(Ruined indeed will be those who denied the meeting with Allah and were not guided.) This is 
similar to the Ayah: 



(Woe that Day to the deniers.) 77:15 Woe to them because they will lose themselves and their 
families on the Day of Resurrection. That is indeed the great loss. There is no loss greater than 
the loss of one who will be taken away from hisdear ones on the Day of Grief and Regret. 



(46. Whether We show you some of what We promise them (the torment), or We cause you to 
die -- still unto Us is their return, and moreover Allah is Witness over what they used to do.) 
(47. And for every Ummah there is a Messenger; when their Messenger comes, the matter will 
be judged between them with justice, and they will not be wronged.) 



The Criminals will certainly be avenged -- whether in This World or 

in the Hereafter 

Allah said to His Messenger : 



(Whether We show you some of what We promise them (the torment),) We shall avenge them 
in your lifetime so your eye will be delighted. 



(Or We cause you to die -- still unto Us is their return,) Allah will then be the Witness watching 
over their actions for you. Allah then said, 



(And for every Ummah there is a Messenger; when their Messenger comes,) Mujahid said: "This 
will be on the Day of Resurrection. 



(the matter will be judged between them with justice,) is similar to the Ayah: 



(And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord (Allah),) 39:69 So every nation will be 
presented before Allah in the presence of its Messenger and the Book of its deeds. All good and 
evil deeds will be witnessed upon them. Their guardian angels will be witnesses too. The 
nations will be brought forth, one by one. Our noble Ummah, while it is the last of the nations, 
is the first one on the Day of Resurrection to be questioned and judged. This was stated by 
Allah's Messenger in a Hadith recorded by both Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Allah's Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(We are the last, the first on the Day of Resurrection. We will be judged before the rest of the 
creatures.) His Ummah attains the honor of precedence only by the honor of its Messenger , 
may Allah's peace and blesings be upon him forever, until the Day of Judgement. 



(48. And they say: "When will be this promise (the torment or the Day of Resurrection), if you 
speak the truth") (49. Say: "I have no power over any harm or profit for myself except what 
Allah may will. For every Ummah, there is a term appointed; when their term comes, neither 
can they delay it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment).") (50. Say: "Tell me, if His 
torment should come to you by night or by day, which portion thereof would the criminals 
hasten on") (51. Is it then that when it has actually befallen, you will believe in it What! Now 
(you believe) And you used (aforetime) to hasten it on!") (52. Then it will be said to them who 
wronged themselves: "Taste you the everlasting torment! Are you recompensed (aught) save 
what you used to earn") 



The Deniersof the Day of Resurrection wish to hasten its Coming 

and their Response 

Allah told us about the idolators who reject faith through their demand that the punishment be 
hastened, inquiring about the time of punishment. The response to such question is not 
inherently beneficial, yet they inquired anyway. Allah said: 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it is the very truth.) 42:18 They know that it is the truth for it is definitely going to 
happen. It is going to take place even if they have no idea when it will occur. This is why Allah 
instructed His Messenger to answer them saying: 



(Say: "I have no power over any harm or profit to myself.") 10:49, 7:188 I will not say except 
what He has taught me. I also have no authority over anything that Allah has not shown to me. 
I am Allah's servant and His Messenger to you. I was told that the Hour is going to come, but He 
has not told me when it will occur. But, 



(For every Ummah, there is a term appointed;) meaning that for every generation or 
community there is a set term appointed for them. When the end of that term approaches, 



(neither can they delay it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment). ) This is similar to 
what Allah said in another Ayah: 



(And Allah grants respite to none when his appointed time (death) comes.) 63:11 Allah 
instructed His Messenger to tell the people that His punishment would come suddenly. He said: 



(Say: "Tell me, if His torment should come to you by night or by day, which portion thereof 
would the criminals hasten on Is it then that when it has actually befallen, you will believe in it 
What! Now (you believe) And you used (aforetime) to hasten it on!") When the punishment 
befallsthem, they will say: 



("Our Lord! We have now seen and heard.") (32:12) Allah also said: 



(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah alone and reject (all) that 
we used to associate with Him as (His) partners. Then their faith could not avail them when 
they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing with His servants. 
And there the disbelievers lost utterly (when Our torment covered them).") 40:84-85 



(Then it will be said to them who wronged themselves: "Taste you the everlasting torment!") 
This will be said to them on the Day of Resurrection, blaming and rebuking them. As Allah said 
in another Ayah: 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This is the Fire that you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see Taste you 
therein its heat and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same. You are 
only being requited for what you used to do.) 52:13-16 



(53. And they ask you to inform them (saying): "Is it true" Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It is the very 
truth! And you cannot escape it!") (54. And if every person who had wronged, possessed all that 
is on the earth and sought to ransom himself therewith (it will not be accepted), and they 
would feel in their hearts regret when they see the torment, and they will be judged with 
justice, and no wrong will be done unto them.) 



The Resurrection is Real 

Allah said that they ask you to inform them (saying): 



("Is it true") asking about the return and the Resurrection from the graves, after the bodies 
become sand. 



(Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It is the very truth! And you cannot escape it!") meaning that becoming 
sand does not make Allah incapable of bringing you back, since He originated you from nothing. 



(Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, 'Be!' - and it 
is!) 36:82 There are only two other Ayat in the Qur'an similar to this. Allah commands His 
Messenger to give an oath by Him to answer those who deny the return. He said in Surah Saba', 



(Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to us." Say: "Yes, by my Lord!, it will come 
to you.") (34:3) The second is in Surat At-Taghabun, He said: 



(The disbelievers claimed that they will never be resurrected. Say: "Yes! By my Lord! you will 
certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of (and recompensed for) what you did; 
and that is easy for Allah.") (64:7) Then Allah informed us that when the Resurrection is 
established the disbelievers will wish that they could ransom themselves from Allah's 
punishment with the equivalent of the weight of the earth in gold. 



(And they would feel in their hearts regret when they see the torment, and they will be judged 
with justice, and no wrong will be done unto them.) 



(55. No doubt, surely, all that is in the heavens and the earth belongs to Allah. No doubt, 
surely, Allah's promise is true. But most of them know not.) (56. It is He Who gives life, and 
causes death, and to Him you (all) shall return.) Allah is the Owner of the heavens and earth. 
His promise is true and is indeed going to be fulfilled. He is the One Who gives life and causes 
death. To Him is the return of everyone, and He is the One who has the power over that, and 
the One Who knows everything about every creature; its deterioration, and where every speck 
of it has gone, be it land, oceans or otherwise. 



(57. O mankind! There has come to you good advice from your Lord, and a cure for that which 
is in your breasts, -- a guidance and a mercy for the believers.) (58. Say: "In the bounty of 
Allah, and in His mercy; therein let them rejoice." That is better than what (the wealth) they 
amass.) 

The Qur'an is an Admonition, Cure, Mercy and Guidance 

Allah confers a great favor on His creatures in what He has sent down of the Gracious Qur'an to 
His Noble Messenger . He said: 



(0 mankind! There has come to you good advice from your Lord.) A warning and a shield from 
shameful deeds. 



(and a cure for that which is in your breasts,) A cure from suspicion and doubts. The Qur'an 
removes all the filth and Shirk from the hearts. 



(a guidance and a mercy) The guidance and the mercy from Allah are attained through it. This 
is only for those who believe in it and have firm faith in what it contains. As Allah said: 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a cure and a mercy to those who believe, and it 
increases the wrongdoers nothing but loss.) (17:82) and; 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure.") (41: 44) Allah then said: 



(Say: "In the bounty of Allah, and in His mercy; therein let them rejoice.") rejoice in what has 
come from Allah. Let them rejoice in the guidance and the religion of the truth. It is better 
than anything they might rejoice in, 



That is better than what (the wealth) they amass, from the ruins of the world and its vanishing 
bloom undoubtedly. 



(59. Say: "Tell me, what provision Allah has sent down to you! And you have made of it lawful 
and unlawful." Say: "Has Allah permitted you (to do so), or do you invent a lie against Allah") 
(60. And what think those who invent a lie against Allah, on the Day of Resurrection Truly, 
Allah is full of bounty to mankind, but most of them are ungrateful.) 



None can make Anything Lawful or Unlawful except Allah or Those 
Whom Allah has allowed to do so 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others said: 
"This Ayah was revealed to criticize the idolators for what they used to make lawful and 
unlawful. Like the Bahirah, Sa'ibah and Wasilah." As Allah said: 



(And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which He has created.) 6:136 Imam 
Ahmad recorded a narration from Malik bin Nadlah who said, "I came to Allah's Messenger while 
in filthy clothes. He said, 

« » 

(Do you have wealth) I answered, ' Yes.' He said, 

« » 

(what kind of wealth) I answered, 'All kinds; camels, slaves, horses, sheep.' So- he said, 

« » 

(If Allah gives you wealth, then let it be seen on you.) Then he said, 

» 



« 



(It is not that your camels are born with healthy ears, you take a knife and cut them, then 
say, "This is a Bahr," tear its skin, then say, 'This is a Sarm," and prohibit them for yourself and 
your family) I replied, 'Yes.' He said, 



» 



« 



(What Allah has given you is lawful. Allah's Forearm is stronger than your forearm, and Allah's 
knife is sharper then your knife.)" And he mentioned the Hadith in its complete form, and the 
chain for this Hadith is a strong, good chain. Allah criticized those who make lawful what Allah 
has made unlawful or vice verse. This is because they are based on mere desires and false 
opinionsthat are not supported with evidence or proof. Allah then warned them with a promise 
of the Day of Resurrection. He asked: 



(And what think those who invent a lie against Allah, on the Day of Resurrection) What do they 
think will happen to them when they return to Us on the Day of Resurrection Ibn Jarir said that 
Allah's statement: 



(Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind,) indicated that the bounty is in postponing their 
punishment in this world. I (Ibn Kathir) say, the meaning could be that the Grace for people is 
in the good benefits that He made permissible for them in this world or in their religion. He 
also has not prohibited them except what is harmful to them in their world and the Hereafter. 



(but most of them are ungrateful.) 3d they prohibited what Allah has bestowed upon them and 
made it hard and narrow upon themselves. They made some things lawful and others unlawful. 
The idolators committed these actions when they set laws for themselves. And so did the 
People of the Book when they invented innovations in their religion. 



(61. Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed, but We 
are Witness thereof when you are doing it. And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much as) 
the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that or what 
is greater than that but is (written) in a Clear Record.) 



Everything Small or Large is within the Knowledge of Allah 

Allah informed His Prophet that He knows and is well acquainted with all of the affairs and 
conditions of him and his Ummah and all of creation and its creatures at all times -- during 
every hour and second. Nothing slips or escapes from His knowledge and observation, not even 



anything the weight of a speck of dust within the heavens or earth, or anything that is smaller 
or larger than that. Everything is in a manifest Book, as Allah said: 



(And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden and unseen), none knows them but 
He. And He knows whatever there is in the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but He knows 
it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a 
Clear Record. )(6:59) He stated that He is Well-Aware of the movement of the trees and other 
inanimate objects. He is also Well-Aware of all grazing beasts. He said: 



(There is not a moving creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are 
communities like you.) (6:38) He also said: 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. ) ( 1 1 : 6) If this is 
His knowledge of the movement of these things, then what about His knowledge of the 
movement of the creaturesthat are commanded to worship Him Allah said: 



(And put your trust in the Almighty, the Most Merciful, Who sees you when you stand up, and 
your movements among those who fall prostrate. )(26:217-219) That is why Allah said: 



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed, but We are 
Witness thereof when you are doing it.) meaning, 'We are watching and hearing you when you 
engage in that thing.' When Jibril asked the Prophet about Ihsan, he said: 



» 



« 



(It is that you worship Allah as if you are seeing Him. But since you do not see Him, be certain 
that He is watching you.) 



(62. Behold! The Awliya' of Allah, no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve.) (63. 
Those who believed, and have Taqwa.) (64. For them is good news, in the life of the present 
world, and in the Hereafter. No change can there be in the Words of Allah. This is indeed the 
supreme success.) 



Identifying the Awliya' of Allah 

Allah tells us that His Awliya' (friends and allies) are those who believe and have Taqwa of Allah 
as He defined them. Every pious, God-fearing person is a friend of Allah, therefore, 



(no fear shall come upon them) from the future horrors they will face in the Hereafter. 



(nor shall they grieve.) over anything left behind in this world. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 

« 

(Among the servants of Allah there will be those whom the Prophets and the martyrs will 
consider fortunate). It was said: "Who are these, Messenger of Allah, so we may love them" 
He said: 



» 



« 



(These are people who loved one another for the sake of Allah without any other interest like 
money or kinship. Their faces will be light, upon platforms of light. They shall have no fear (on 
that Day) when fear shall come upon people. Nor shall they grieve when others grieve.) Then 
he recited: 



(Behold!! Verily, the Awliya' (friends and allies) of Allah, no fear shall come upon them nor 
shall they grieve.) 



The True Dream is a Form of Good News 

Ibn Jarir narrated from ' Ubadah bin As-Samit that he recited to Allah's Messenger 



(For them is good news, in the life of the present world, and in the Hereafter.) and said, "We 
know the good news of the Hereafter, it is Paradise. But what is the good news in this world" 
He said: 



» 



« 

(It is the good dream that a servant may see or it is seen about him. This dream is one part 
from forty-four or seventy parts of Prophethood.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said, 
"0 Messenger of Allah! What about a man who does deeds that the people commend him for" 
Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(That is the good news that has been expedited for the believer.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
' Abdullah bin ' Amr said that Allah's Messenger said: 



(For them is good news, in the life of the present world) Then he said, 



» 



« 



(The good dream that comes as a good news for the believer is a part of forty-nine parts of 
prophethood. Sb if anyone of you has a good dream, he should narrate it to others. But if he 
has a dream that he dislikes, then it is from Shaytan to make him sad. He should blow to his 
left three times, and say : "Allahu Akbar," and should not mention it to anyone.") And it was 
also said, "The good news here is the glad tidings the angels bring to the believer at the time of 
death. They bring him the good news of Paradise and forgiveness." Similarly, Allah said: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (alone)," and then they stand straight and firm, on 
them the angels will descend (at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But 
receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been promised! We have been your friends 
in the life of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall have (all) that your 
souls desire, and therein you shall have (all) for which you ask. An entertainment from (Allah), 
the Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (41:30-32) In the Hadith narrated by Al-Bara', the Prophet 
said: 



« 



(When death approaches the believer, angels with white faces and white clothes come to him 
and say: "0 good soul! Come out to comfort and provision and a Lord who is not angry." The 
soul then comes out of his mouth like a drop of water pouring out of a water skin.) Their good 
news in the Hereafter is as Allah said: 



(The greatest terror (on the Day of Resurrection) will not grieve them, and the angels will meet 
them, (with the greeting:) "This is your Day which you were promised.") (21:103), and, 



(On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women -- their light running 
forward before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever! Truly, this is the great success!) (57: 12) 
Allah then said: 



(No change can there be in the Words of Allah.) meaning, this promise doesn't change or breach 
or fall short. It is decreed and firm, and going to happen undoubtedly. 



(This is indeed the supreme success. 



(65. Do not grieve over their speech, for all power and honor belong to Allah. He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.) (66. Behold! Verily, to Allah belongs whosoever is in the heavens and 
whosoever is in the earth. And those who worship and invoke others besides Allah, in fact they 
follow not the partners, they follow only a conjecture and they do nothing but lie.) (67. He it is 
Who has appointed for you the night that you may rest therein, and the day to make things 
visible (to you). Verily, in this are Ayat for a people who listen (those who think deeply).) 



All Might and Honor is for Allah -- He Alone has Full Authority 

within the Universe 



Allah said to His Messenger 



(Do not greive) because of the remarks of these idolators, and depend on Allah and ask for His 
help. Put your trust in Him. 



(For all power and honor belong to Allah.) All might and honor belong to Him, His Messenger 
and the believers. 



(He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) He hears the utterances of His servants and knows their 
affairs. Allah then stated that to Him is the dominion of the heavens and earth. But the 
idolators worship idols, that own nothing and can neither harm nor benefit anyone. They have 
no evidence to base their worship on them. They only follow their own conjecture, lies, and 
ultimately - falsehood. Allah then informed us that He is the One Who made the night for His 
servants to rest therein from weariness and exhaustion. 



(And the day to make things visible (to you).) bright and clear for them to seek livelihood and 
to travel to fulfill their needs. 



(Verily, in this are Ayat for a people who listen.) Those who hear these proofs and take a lesson 
from them. These Ayat can lead them to realize the greatness of their Creator and Sustainer. 



(68. They say: "Allah has begotten a son." Glory is to Him! He is Rich (free of all needs). His is 
all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. No warrant have you for this. Do you say 
against Allah what you know not.) (69. Say: "Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah will 
never be successful.") (70. (A brief) enjoyment in this world! and then unto Us will be their 
return, then We shall make them taste the severest torment because they used to disbelieve.) 



Allah is Far Above taking a Wife or having Children 

Allah criticizes those who claim that He has, 



(...begotten a son. Glory isto Him! He is Rich (Free of all needs).) He is Greater than that and 
above it. He is Self-Sufficient, free of want or need of anything. Everything else is in desperate 
need of Him, 



(His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth.) So how can He have a son from 
what He has created Everything and everyone belongsto Him and is His servant. 



(No warrant have you for this) Meaning, you have no proof for the lies and falsehood that you 
claim, 



(Do you say against Allah what you know not.) This is a severe threat and a firm warning. 
Similarly, Allah threatened and said: 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious has begotten a son." Indeed you have brought forth a terribly 
evil thing. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the 
mountains fall in ruins, that they ascribe a son to the Most Gracious. But it is not suitable for 
the Most Gracious that He should beget a son. There is none in the heavens and the earth but 
comes unto the Most Gracious as a servant. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has 
counted them a full counting. And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of 
Resurrection.) (19:88-95) Then Allah warned the liars that fabricated the claim that He has 
begotten a son. He warned that they will not succeed, never prospering in this world or in the 
Hereafter. In this world Allah will lead them, step-by-step, to their ruin. He will give them 
respite and put up with them for a while. He will allow them to have little enjoyment, 



(then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great torment.) (31: 24) As Allah said here: 



((A brief) enjoyment in this world!) meaning, only a short period, 



(and then unto Us will be their return) on the Day of Resurrection; 



(Then We shall make them taste the severest torment because they used to disbelieve. ) 
meaning, 'We shall make them taste the painful punishment because of their Kufr and lies 
about Allah.' 



(71. And recite to them the news of Nuh. When he said to his people: "O my people, if my stay 
(with you), and my reminding (you) of the Ayat of Allah is hard on you, then I put my trust in 
Allah. So devise your plot, you and your partners, and let not your plot be in confusion for you. 
Then pass your sentence on me and give me no respite.) (72. "But if you turn away, then no 
reward have I asked of you, my reward is only from Allah, and I have been commanded to be of 
the Muslims.") (73. They denied him, but We delivered him, and those with him in the ship, and 
We made them generations, replacing one after another, while We drowned those who belied 
Our Ayat. Then see what was the end of those who were warned.) 



The Story of Nuh and His People 

Allah instructed His Prophet , saying: 



(And recite to them) relate to the disbelievers of the Quraysh who belied you and rejected you, 



(the news of Nuh) meaning, his story and news with his people who belied him. Tell them how 
Allah destroyed them and caused every last one of them all to drown. Let this be a lesson for 
your people, lest they will be destroyed like them. 



(When he said to his people: "0 my people, if my stay (with you), and my reminding (you) of 
the Ayat of Allah is hard on you, then I put my trust in Allah.") Meaning, " if you find that it is 
too much of an offense that I should live among you and preach to you the revelation of Allah 
and His signs and proofs, then I do not care what you think, and I will not stop inviting you.' 



{So devise your plot, you and your partners), 'get together with all of your deities (idols and 
statues) that you call upon beside Allah,' 



(and let not your plot be in confusion for you) meaning, an' d do not be confused about this, 
rather come and let us settle this together if you claim that you are truthful,' 



(and give me no respite.) " Do not give me respite even for one hour. Whatever you can do, go 
ahead and do it. I do not care, and I do not fear you, because you are not standing on 
anything.' This is similar to what Hud said to his people, 



(I call Allah to witness, and you bear witness, that I am free from that which you ascribe as 
partners in worship with Him (Allah). 3d plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I 
put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord!) (11:54-55) 



Islam is the Religion of all of the Prophets 

Nuh said, 



(But if you turn away) if you belie the message and turn away from obedience. 



(then no reward have I asked of you,) I have not asked you anything for my advice. 



(My reward is only from Allah. And I have been commanded to be of the Muslims.) I submit to 
Islam. Islam is the religion of all of the Prophets from the first to the last. Their laws and their 
rules may be of different types but the religion isthe same. Allah said: 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way.)(5:48) Ibn ' Abbas said: "A way 
and a Sunnah." Here Nuh is saying: 



(and I have been commanded to be of the Muslims.) Allah said about His friend, Ibrahim: 



(When his Lord said to him, "Submit (be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a 
Muslim) to the Lord of all that exists." And this was enjoined by Ibrahim upon his sons and by 
Ya' qub (saying), "0 my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except 
as Muslims. ")(2: 1 31 -1 32) Yusuf said: 



(My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me something of the 
interpretation of dreams -- the (Only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my 
Guardian in this world and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die as a Muslim, and join me with the 
right eous.)(12:101) Musasaid: 



(O my people! If you have believed in Allah, then put your trust in Him if you are 
Muslims.)(10:84) The magicians said: 



(Our Lord! pour out on us patience, and cause us to die as Muslims.)(7:126) Bilqissaid: 



(My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, and I submit (I have become Muslim) together with 
Sulayman to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) (27:44) Allah said: 



(Verily, We did send down the Tawrah, therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, 
judged for the Jews.)(5:44) He also said: 



(And when I (Allah) inspired Al-Hawariyyin to believe in Me and My Messenger, they said: "We 
believe. And bear witness that we are Muslims.") (5:111) The last of the Messengers and the 
leader of mankind said: 



(Verily, my Salah, my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that 
exists. He has no partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of the 
Muslims.) (6:162-163) meaning, from this Ummah. He said, in an authentic Hadith: 

« . » 

(We, the Prophets are brothers with (the same father but) different mothers. Our religion is 
the same,) meaning, 'we should worship Allah alone without partners while having different 
laws.' 



The Evil Goal and End of Criminals 

Allah said: 



(They denied him, but We delivered him, and those with him) meaning on his religion, 



(in the (Fulk) ship) Fulk refersto the ark, and, 



(We made them generations replacing one after another) on earth, 



(while We drowned those who belied Our Ayat. Then see what was the end of those who were 
warned.) meaning * Muhammad, see how We saved the believers and destroyed the deniersl' 



(74. Then after him We sent Messengers to their people. They brought them clear proofs, but 
they would not believe what they had already rejected beforehand. Thus We seal the hearts of 
the transgressors.) 



Meaning; Then after Nuh We sent Messengers to their people. 

They brought them clear proofs, and evidences of the truth that they came with. 



(But they would not believe what they had already rejected beforehand) meaning the nations 
did not believe what their Messengers brought to them because they already rejected it from 
the beginning. Allah said: 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away (from guidance).) (6:110) He then said 
here, 



(Thus We seal the hearts of the transgressors.) This means that as Allah has set seals on the 
hearts of those people, such that they would not believe since they previously rejected faith, 
He would also set seals on the hearts of the people that are like them, who will come after 
them. They would not believe until they see the severe torment. This means that Allah 
destroyed the nations after Nuh. He destroyed the nations that rejected the Messengers and 
saved those who believed from among them. From the time of Adam to Nuh, people followed 
Islam. Then they invented the worship of idols. So Allah sent Nuh to them. That is why the 
believers will say to him on the Day of Resurrection, "You are the first Messenger Allah sent to 



the people of the earth." Ibn ' Abbas said: "There were ten generations between Adam and Nuh, 
and all of them were following Islam." Allah also said: 



(And how many generations have We destroyed after Nuh!) (17:17) This was a serious warning 
to the Arab pagans, who rejected the leader and last of the Messengers and Prophets. If the 
people before them who rejected their Messengers had received this much punishment, then 
what did they think will happen to them since they perpetrated even greater sins than others 
before them 



(75. Then after them We sent Musa and Harun to Fir' awn and hischiefs with Our Ayat. But they 
behaved arrogantly and were a people who were criminals.) (76. 3d when came to them the 
truth from Us, they said: "This is indeed clear magic") (77. Musa said: "Say you (this) about the 
truth when it has come to you Is this magic But the magicians will never be successful.") (78. 
They said: "Have you come to us to turn us away from that we found our fathers following, and 
that you two may have greatness in the land We are not going to believe you two!") 



The Story of Musa and Fira wn 

Allah said: 



(Then after them We sent ) meaning offer these Messengers, 



(Musa and Harun to Fir" awn and his chiefs,) meaning his people 



(with Our Ayat.) meaning; "Our proofs and evidences. 



(But they behaved arrogantly, and were a people who were criminals.) meaning they were too 
arrogant to follow the truth and submit to it, and they were criminals. 



(So, when came to them the truth from us, they said: "This is indeed clear magic") They were 
as if they gave an oath that what they had said was the truth. But they knew that what they 
were saying was a mere lie. As Allah said: 



(And they belied them wrongfully and arrogantly, though they themselves were convinced 
thereof. )(27:14) Musa criticized them saying: 



("Say you (this) about the truth when it has come to you Is this magic But the magicians will 
never be successful." They said: "Have you come to usto turn us away...) 



(from that we found our fathers following) their religion. 



(and that you two may have...) 



(greatness) means grandeur and leadership 



(...in the land, We are not going to believe you two!") 



(79. And Fir' awn said: "Bring me every well-versed sorcerer." (80. And when the sorcerers 
came, Musa said to them: "Cast down what you want to cast!") (81. Then when they had cast 
down, Musa said: "What you have brought is sorcery, Allah will surely make it of no effect. 
Verily, Allah does not set right the work of the evildoers.) (82. "And Allah will establish and 
make apparent the truth by His Words, however much the criminals may hate (it).") 



Between Musa and the Magicians 

Allah mentioned the story of the magicians and Musa in Surat Al-A' raf (there is a commentary 
on it in that Surah), this Surah, Surat Ta Ha, and in Surat Ash-Shu' ara'. Fir' awn, may Allah's 
curse be upon him, wanted to deceive the people and impress them with the tricks of the 
magicians in direct opposition to the plain truth that Musa brought. The result was the exact 
opposite and he therefore didn't attain his goal. The signs of the Lord prevailed in that public 
festival. 



(And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. They said: "We believe in the Lord of all that exists -- 
the Lord of Musa and Harun.")(7:120-122) Fir' awn thought that he would achieve victory 
through the magicians over the Messenger sent by Allah, the All-Knower of all hidden things. 
But he failed, lost Paradise and was deserving of the Hellfire. 



(And Fif awn said: "Bring me every well-versed sorcerer." And when the sorcerers came, Musa 
said to them: "Cast down what you want to cast!") They stood in line after they received the 
promise of Fir' awn to become closer to him and obtain a generous reward. Musa wanted them 
to begin. He wanted the people to see what the magicians had made, then he would come with 
the truth after that to triumph over their falsehood. 



(They said: "0 Musa! Ether you throw first or we be the first to throw" Musa said: "Nay, throw 
you (first)!") When the magicians cast their spells they bewitched the eyes of the people 
through their display of mighty sorcery. At that time, 



(Musa conceived fear in himself. We (Allah) said: "Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper 
hand. And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which they have 
made. That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be 
successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain.") (20:67-69) Upon that, Musa said: 



(What you have brought is sorcery, Allah will surely make it of no effect. Verily, Allah does not 
set right the work of the evildoers. And Allah will establish and make apparent the truth by His 
Words, however much the criminals may hate (it). ) 



(83. But none believed in Musa except the offspring of his people, because of the fear of 
Fir' awn and his chiefs, lest they should persecute them; and verily, Fir" awn was an arrogant 
tyrant on the earth, he was indeed one of the transgressors.) 



Only a Few Youth from Fir awn's People believed in Musa 

Allah tells us that despite all the clear signs and irrefutable evidence Musa came with, only a 
few offspring from Fir' awn's followers believed in him. They were even scared that Fir' awn 
and his followers would force them to return to Kufr (disbelief). Fir" awn was an evil tyrant and 
extremely arrogant. His people feared him and his power too much. AI-"Awfi reported that Ibn 
" Abbas said: 



(But none believed in Musa except the offspring of his people because of the fear of Fir " awn 
and his chiefs, lest they should persecute them.) "The offspring that believed in Musa from 
Fir" awn's people, other than Banu Israel, were few. Among them were Fir" awn's wife, the 
believer who was hiding his faith, Fir" awn's treasurer, and his wife." The Children of Israel, 
however, themselves believed in Musa, all of them. They were glad to see him coming. They 
knew of his description and the news of his advent from their previous Books. They knew that 
Allah was going to save them through him from the capture of Fir" awn and give them power 
over him. So when this knowledge reached Fir" awn he was very wary. But his caution and 
weariness didn't help him one bit. When Musa arrived, Fir" awn subjected them to great harm, 
and 



(They said: "We (Children of Israel) suffered troubles before you came to us, and since you 
have come to us." He said: "It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you 
successors on the earth, so that He may see how you act') 7:129 The fact that all of the 
Children Israel became believers is evidenced by the following Ayat: 



(84. And Musa said: "0 my people! If you have believed in Allah, then put your trust in Him if 
you are Muslims.") (85. They said: "In Allah we put our trust. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for 
the folk who are wrongdoers.) (86. "And save us by Your mercy from the disbelieving folk.") 



Musa encouraged His People to put Their Trust in Allah 

Allah told usthat Musa said to the Children of Israel: 



(0 my people! If you have believed in Allah, then put your trust in Him if you are Muslims. 
Allah is sufficient for those who put their trust in Him. 



(Is not Allah sufficient for Hisservant)(39:36) 



(And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.)(65:3) Allah combines worship 
and reliance in many places. He said: 



(So worship Him and put your trust in Him.)(11:123) 



(Say: "He isthe Most Gracious (Allah), in Him we believe, and in Him we put our trust. .)(67:29) 
and 



((He alone is) the Lord of the east and the west; none has the right to be worshipped but He. 
So take Him (alone) as a protector. )(73:9) And Allah commanded the believers to say many 
times in their Sal ah: 



(You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything). )(1:5) The 
Children of Israel complied with this command and said: 



(In Allah we put our trust. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the folk who are wrongdoers.) This 
means don't give them victory over us so that they rule us. So they might not think that they 
have authority over us because they were following the truth and we were falsehood. This 
might be a deceiving trial for them. This meaning was reported from Abu Mijliz and Abu Ad- 
Duha, x Abdur-Razzaq, in a narration from Mujahid, said, 



(Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the folk who are wrongdoers) meaning, "Do not give them 
authority over us so they might make us fall into Fitnah." Allah's statement: 



(And save us by Your mercy) means save us through Your mercy and beneficence 



(from the disbelieving folk. ) meaning, from those who denied the truth and covered it. We 
truly have believed in You and put our trust in You. 



(87. And We revealed to Musa and his brother (saying): "Provide dwellings for your people in 
Egypt, and make your dwellings as places for your worship, and perform the Sal ah, and give 
glad tidings to the believers.") 



They were commanded to pray inside Their Homes 

Allah tells us why He saved the Children of Israel from Fir" awn and his people. He tells us how 
he saved them. Allah commanded Musa and his brother Harun to take houses for their people in 
Egypt , 



(and make your dwellings as places for your worship,) AI-" Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said, 
while interpreting this Ayah: "The Children of Israel said to Musa, "We cannot offer our prayers 
in public in front of Fir" awn's people.' So Allah permitted them to pray in their houses. They 
were commanded to build their houses in the direction of the Qiblah." Mujahid commented, 



(and make your dwellings as places for your worship,) When Banu Israel feared that Fir" awn 
might kill them in their gatherings at their temples, they were commanded to take their houses 
as places of worship. The houses should be facing the Qiblah and the prayer could be in secret." 
This was stated by Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak as well. 



(88. And Musa said: "Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on Fir' awn and his chiefs splendor 
and wealth in the life of this world, our Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your path. 
Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until they 
see the painful torment.") (89. Allah said: "Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted. So 
you both keep to the straight way, and follow not the path of those who know not.") 



Musa supplicated against Fir awn and His Chiefs 

Allah mentioned what Musa said when he prayed against Fif awn and his chiefs after they 
refused to accept the truth. They continued to go astray and be haughty and arrogant. Musa 
said: 



(Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on Fir' awn and his chiefs splendor) and pleasure of this 
worldly life. 



(and wealth) plentiful and abundant. Allah's statement, 



(in the life of this world, Our Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your path.) was read 
with the word "Liyadillu" and "Liyudillu." The first is with a Fathah over the Ya, meaning that 
"You have given them that while You know they would not believe in what You have sent me 
with to them. You did that so they would gradually be drawn away from the truth." As Allah 
said: 



(that We may test them thereby. )(20: 1 31 ) and (72:17). Others read the word with a Dammah 
over the Ya. (i.e. Liyudillu) This makes the Ayah mean: You have given them that so whoever 
You willed from among Your creatures will be tried. Those whom You wish to misguide would 
think that You have given them that because You loved them and You cared about them." 



("Our Lord! Destroy their wealth,") Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said: "They asked Allah to destroy 
their wealth." Ad-Dahhak, Abu AI-' Aliyah and Ar-Rabr a bin Anas said: "Allah made their wealth 
into engraved stones as it was before." About Allah's statement, 



(and harden their hearts) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Harden their hearts means put a seal on them. 



(so that they will not believe until they see the painful torment.) This prayer was from Musa 
because he was angry for the sake of Allah and His religion. He prayed against Fir' awn and his 
chiefs when he was certain that there was no good in them. Similarly, Nuh prayed and said: 



(My Lord! Leave not one of the disbelievers on the earth! If You leave them, they will mislead 
Your servants, and they will beget none but wicked disbelievers.) (71:26-27) Harun said "Amin" 
to his brother's prayer. And Allah answered Musa's prayer. Allah said: 



(Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted.) ' in destroying Fir' awn's people. 



(Verily I have answered your prayers (both of you). So you both keep to the straight way) So as 
I have answered your prayer, you should remain steadfast on My command.' Ibn Jurayj narrated 
that Ibn 'Abbas said about this Ayah: "Be steadfast and follow My command." 



(90. And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and Fif awn with his hosts followed 
them in oppression and enmity, till when drowning overtook him, he (Fira" wn) said: "I believe 
that none has the right to be worshipped but He in Whom the Children of Israel believe, and I 
am one of the Muslims.") (91. Now (you believe) while you refused to believe before and you 
were one of the mischief-makers. ) (92. So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from 
the sea) that you may be a sign to those who come after you! And verily, many among mankind 
are heedless of Our Ayat.) 



The Children of Israel were saved and Fir awn's People drowned 

Allah tells us how He caused Fir' awn and his soldiers to drown. The Children of Israel left Egypt 
in the company of Musa. It was said that there were six hundred thousand soldiers, plus 
offspring. They borrowed a lot of ornaments from the Coptics and took that with them. Fir" awn 
became very angry with them. So he sent heralds to all the cities to send their soldiers. He 
embarked, following behind them, filled with great pride and with massive armies. Allah 
wanted this to happen for He had a plan for them. No one that had any authority or power 
remained behind in Fir' awn's kingdom. They were all together and caught the Children of Israel 
at sunrise. 



(And when the two hosts met each other, the companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be 
overtaken.") (26:61) They said that because when they got to the seashore Fir" awn was behind 
them. The two groups met face to face. The people with Musa kept asking, "How can we be 
saved today" Musa replied, "I have been commanded to come this way." Musa said: 



(Nay, verily, with me is my Lord. He will guide me.) (26:62) It had been so difficult, but it 
suddenly became easy. Allah commanded him to strike the ocean with his staff. He did and the 
sea was cleft asunder, each part stood like a mighty mountain. The sea was split into twelve 
paths, each route for each Israelite tribe. Allah then commanded the wind and the path was 
dry for them. 



(And strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken by Fif awn nor 
being afraid (of drowning in the sea).)(20:77) The water in between the paths appeared as 
windows and every tribe was able to see the other so they would not think that others were 
destroyed. The Children of Israel crossed the sea. When the last one crossed, Fir' awn and his 
soldiers had arrived at the edge of the other shore. They were one hundred thousand black 
horses in addition to horsemen of other colors. When Fir' awn saw the sea he was frightened. 
He wanted to turn back, but it was too late. Allah's decree prevailed and the prayer of Musa 
was answered. Jibril came on a war stallion. He passed by Fir' awn's horse. Jibril's horse 
whinnied at Fir' awn's and then Jibril rushed into the sea, and Fir' awn did the same behind 
him. Fir' awn no longer had any control over matters. He wanted to sound strong before his 
chiefs, so he said: "The Children of Israel do not have more right in the sea." So they rushed 
into the sea. Mika'il was behind their army pushing them all to join. When they all were in the 
sea and the first of them was about to emerge on the other side, Allah, the All-Powerful, 
commanded the sea to strand them. The sea closed over them and none was saved. The waves 
took them up and down. The waves accumulated above Fir' awn and he was overwhelmed by 
the stupors of death. While in this state, he said: 



(I believe that none has the right to be worshipped but He (Allah) in Whom the Children of 
Israel believe, and I am one of the Muslims.) He believed at a time when he couldn't benefit 
from hisfaith. 



(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that 
we used to associate with Him as (His) partners." Then their faith could not avail them when 
they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing with His servants. 
And there the disbelievers lost utterly (when Our torment covered them).)(40:84-85) Therefore 
Allah said, as a response to Fir' awn, 



(Now (you believe) while you refused to believe before) do you say that just now when you 
have disobeyed Allah before that. 



(And you were one of the mischief-makers.) You were among the makers of mischief on the 
earth who misled the people. 



(and We made them leaders inviting to the Fire: and on the Day of Resurrection, they will not 
be helped.) (28:41) These facts about Fif awn and his status at that time were among the 
secrets of the Unseen that Allah revealed to His Messenger, Muhammad . Similarly Abu Dawud 
At -Tayal i si recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that Allah's Messenger said; 

: » 



« 



(Jibril said to me, "If you could have seen me while I was taking black mud from the sea and 
placing into the mouth of Fir' awn out of fear that the mercy would reach him.") Abu ~ Isa At- 
Tirmidhi and Ibn Jarir also recorded it. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib Sahih." About Allah's 
statement, 



(So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from the sea) that you may be a sign to 
those who come after you!) Ibn 'Abbas and others from among the Salaf have said: "Some of 
the Children of Israel doubted the death of Fir' awn so Allah commanded the sea to throw his 
body -- whole, without a soul -- with his known armor plate. The body was thrown to a high 
place on the land so that the Children of Israel could confirm his death and destruction." That 
is why Allah said, 



("So this day We shall deliver your..") meaning that We will put your body on a high place on 
the earth. Mujahid said, 



(your (dead) body) means, ' your physical body. " 



(that you may be a sign to those who come after you!) meaning, so that might be a proof of 
your death and destruction for the Children of Israel. That also stood as a proof that Allah is 
All-Powerful, in Whose control are all the creatures. Nothing can bear His anger. Fir' awn and 
his people were destroyed on the day of ' Ashura', as recorded by Al-Bukhari, Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"When the Prophet arrived at Al-Madinah, the Jews fasted the day of ' Ashura'. So he asked, 

« » 

(What is this day that you are fasting) They responded 'This is the day in which Musa was 
victorious over Fir' awn.' So the Prophet said, 

« » 

(You have more right to Musa than they, so fast it.) 



(93. And indeed We settled the Children of Israel in an honorable dwelling place, and provided 
them with good things, and they differed not until the knowledge came to them. Verily, your 
Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection in that in which they used to differ.) 



The Establishment of the Children of Israel in the Land and Their 
Provision from the Good Things 

these Ayat, Allah tells us about all the worldly and religious gifts which He bestowed upon the 
Children of Israel. Allah's statement, 



(honorable dwelling place) means in Egypt and Syria, around Jerusalem, as it was said by some. 
When Allah destroyed Fir' awn and his soldiers, the Mosaic 9ate took control of all of Egypt as 
Allah said: 



(And We made the people who were considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land 
and the western parts thereof which We have blessed. And the fair Word of your Lord was 
fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their endurance. And We destroyed completely 
all the great works and buildings which Fif awn and his people erected.)(7:137) He said in 
other Ayat: 



(So, We expelled them from gardens and springs. Treasures, and every kind of honorable place. 
Thus, and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them.)(26:57 -59) He also said: 



(How many of gardens and springs that they left behind. ..) (44:25-27) They then continued 
with Musa, to seek Jerusalem - the land of Ibrahim, the friend of Allah. There were giant 
people in Jerusalem. The Children of Israel refrained from fighting them. So Allah expelled 
them into the wilderness for forty years. During this time in the wilderness, first Harun died 
and then Musa. Yusha' bin Nun led after them. Allah supported them to conquer Jerusalem and 
rule it for a period of time. His statement, 



(and provided them with good things) means from the lawful, pure and useful provision that is 
good in nature and in Law. Then Allah said: 



(and they differed not until the knowledge came to them.) There should be no reason for them 
to have any disputes among them since Allah has sent them knowledge and explained different 
matters and issues to them. It has been mentioned in a Hadith, 



» 



« 

(The Jews separated into seventy-one sects, and the Christians separated into seventy-two 
sects, and this Ummah will separate into seventy-three sects, one of which is in Paradise, 
seventy-two in the Fire.) They asked, "Who are they Messenger of Allah!" He replied; 

« » 

(Those upon what I and my Companions are upon. ) It was recorded by Al-Hakim in his 
Mustadrak with thiswording. So here Allah said, 



(Verily your Lord will judge between them) Here the meaning is, to distinguish between them 



(the Day of Resurrection in that which they used to differ. 



(94. 3d if you are in doubt concerning that which We have revealed unto you, then ask those 
who are reading the Book before you. Verily, the truth has come to you from your Lord. So be 
not of those who doubt (it).) (95. And be not one of those who belie the Ayat of Allah, for then 
you shall be one of the losers.) (96. Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been 
justified, will not believe.) (97. Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the 
painful torment.) 



Previous books Attest to the Truth of the Qur'an 

Allah said: 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they find 
written of with them in the Tawrah and the lnjil.)(7:157) They are ascertain of this as they are 
about who their children are, yet they hide it and distort it. They did not believe in it despite 
its clear evidence. Therefore Allah said: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) meaning they 
would not believe in a way that they might benefit from that belief. This is when they believe 
at a time one may not be able to benefit from his belief. An example is when Musa prayed 
against Fif awn and his chiefs, saying: 



(Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until 
they see the painful torment. )(10:88) And Allah said: 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We 
had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed, unless 
Allah willed, but most of them behave ignorantly.) (6:111) Allah then said: 



(98. Was there any town (community) that believed (after seeing the punishment), and its faith 
(at that moment) saved it (from the punishment)-- except the people of Yunus; when they 
believed, We removed from them the torment of disgrace in the life of the (present) world, 
and permitted them to enjoy for awhile). 



Belief at the Time of Punishment did not help except with the 

People of Yunus 

Allah asked, 'did any town from the previous nations, believe in its entirety when they 
received the Messengers All of the Messengers that We sent before you, Muhammad, were 
denied by their people or the majority of their people.' Allah said, 



(Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at 
him.)(36:30) 



(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a 
madman!") (51: 52) and 



(And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any town (people) but the luxurious ones 
among them said: "We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will 
indeed follow their foot steps.") (43: 23) Astound in the authentic Hadith, 

» 



« 

(The Prophets were displayed before me. There was a Prophet who passed with a group of 
people, and a Prophet who passed with only one man, a Prophet with two men, and a Prophet 
with no one.) Then he mentioned the mulititude of followers that Musa had, peace be upon 
him, then that he saw his nation of people filling from the west to the east. The point is that 
between Musa and Yunus, there was no nation, in its entirety, that believed except the people 
of Yunus, the people of Naynawa (Nineveh). And they only believed because they feared that 
the torment from which their Messenger warned them, might strike them. They actually 
witnessed its signs. So they cried to Allah and asked for help. They engaged in humility in 
invoking Him. They brought their children and cattle and asked Allah to lift the torment from 
which their Prophet had warned them. As a result, Allah sent His mercy and removed the 
scourge from them and gave them respite. Allah said: 



(Except the people of Yunus; when they believed, We removed from them the torment of 
disgrace in the life of the world, and permitted them to enjoy for a while.) In interpreting this 
Ayah, Qatadah said: "No town has denied the truth and then believed when they saw the 
scourge, and then their belief benefited them, with the exception of the people of Yunus. 
When they lost their Prophet and they thought that the scourge was close upon them, Allah 
sent through their heartsthe desire to repent. So they wore woolen fabrics and they separated 
each animal from its offspring. They then cried out to Allah for forty nights. When Allah saw 
the truth in their hearts and that they were sincere in their repentance and regrets, He 
removed the scourge from them." Qatadah said: "It was mentioned that the people of Yunus 



were in Naynawa, the land of Mosul." This was also reported from Ibn Mas' ud, Mujahid, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr and others from the Salaf. 



(99. And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together. So, 
will you then compel mankind, until they become believers.) (100. It is not for any person to 
believe, except by the leave of Allah, and He will put the Rijson those who do not reason.) 



It is not Part of Allah's Decree to compel Belief 

Allah said: 



(And had your Lord willed) meaning '0 Muhammad, if it had been the will of your Lord, He 
would make all the people of the earth believe in what you have brought to them. But Allah 
has wisdom in what He does.' Smilarly, Allah said: 



(And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made mankind one Ummah, but they will 
not cease to disagree. Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy and for that did 
He create them. And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled (His saying): "Surely, I shall fill 
Hell with Jinn and men all together.") (11:118-119) He also said, 



(Have not then those who believed yet known that had Allah willed, He could have guided all 
mankind) (13:31) Therefore, Allah said: 



(So, will you then compel mankind) and force them to believe. 



(until they become believers.) meaning, it is not for you to do that. You are not commanded to 
do that either. It is Allah Who 



(sends astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills.)(35:8). 



(So do not destroy yourself in sorrow for them.) 



(It is not up to you to guide them, but Allah guides whom He wills.) 2:272 



(It may be that you would kill yourself with grief because they are not believers.) 26:3 



(you guide not who you like..) 28:56 



(Your duty isonly to convey, and it is up to Usto reckon. ) 13:40 



(So remind, you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them.) 88:21-22 There 
are other Ayat besides these which prove that Allah is the doer of what He wants, guiding 
whom He wills, leading whom He wills to stray, all out of His knowledge, wisdom, and justice. 
Similarly, He said, 



(It is not for any person to believe, except by the leave of Allah, and He will put the Rijs) That 
is, disorder and misguidance 



(upon those who do not reason) meaning, Allah's proofs and evidences, and He is the Just in all 
matters, guiding whom He wills to guide, and leading whom He wills astray. 



(101. Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and the earth." But neither Ayat nor warners 
benefit those who do not believe. ) (102. Then do they wait save for the likes of the days of 
men who passed away before them Say: "Wait then, I am waiting with you among those who 
wait.") (103. Then We save Our Messengers and those who believe! Thus it is incumbent upon 
Usto save the believers.) 



The Command to reflect upon the Creation of the Heavens and the 

Earth 



Allah, the Exalted, guides His servants to reflect upon His blessings. What Allah has created in 
the heavens and the earth is part of the clear signs for those who possess correct 
understanding. From that which is in the heavens are the luminous stars, the firmaments, the 
moving planetary bodies, the sun and the moon. This also includes the night and day, their 
alternating, and their merging so that one is long and the other is short. Then they alternate 
(through the year) so that the long one becomes short and the short one becomes long. 
Likewise, from the signs in the heavens is the rising of the sun, its vastness, its beauty and its 
adornment. Also, whatever rain that Allah sends down from the heavens, thereby bringing the 
earth to life after its death, and causing various types of fruits, crops, flowers and plants to 
grow, is from its signs. Whatever Allah creates in the earth from the various species of beasts, 
with their differing colors and benefits (for man), are signs. The mountains, plains, deserts, 
civilizations, structures and barren lands of the earth are signs. Then there are the wonders of 
the sea and its waves. Yet, it still has been made subservient and submissive to those who 
travel upon its surface. It carries their ships, allowing them to traverse upon it with ease. This 
is all under the control of the Most Able; there is no God worthy of worship except Him and 
there is no true Lord other than Him. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But neither Ayat nor warners benefit those who do not believe.) This means, ' What thing will 
benefit such disbelieving people besides the heavenly and earthly signs, and the Messengers 
with their miracles, proofs and evidences that clearly prove the truthfulness of their message' 
This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Truly! Those against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe.) 10:96 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then do they wait save for the likes of the days of men who passed away before them) This 
means, 'Are these who reject you Muhammad, waiting for the vengeance and torment like the 
Days of Allah, when He punished those who came before them of the previous nations that 
rejected their Messengers' 



(Say: "Wait then, I am waiting with you among those who wait." Then We save Our Messengers 
and those who believe!) This means, ' Verily, We destroy those who reject the Messengers.' 



(Thus it is incumbent upon Us to save the believers.) This means that this is a right that Allah, 
the Exalted, has obligated upon His Noble Self. This is similar to His statement, 



(Your Lord has written (prescribed) mercy for Himself) 6:54 



(104. Say:"0 people! If you are in doubt about my religion - I will never worship those whom 
you worship besides Allah, rather, I will worship Allah, the One Who cause you to die. And I was 
commanded to be one of the believers.) (105. And (I was commanded), "Direct your face 
toward the Hanif (monotheism) religion, and not be one of the idolators.") (106. "And do not 
invoke besides Allah what will not benefit you nor harm you. For if you did, you would certainly 
be one of the wrongdoers.") (107. And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who can 
lift it but He. And if He intends good for you, then none can repel His favor which He causes to 
reach whom He wills among His servants. And He isthe Pardoning, the Merciful.) 



The Command to worship Allah Alone and rely upon Him 

Allah, the Exalted, says to His Messenger, Muhammad , 'Say: mankind! If you are in doubt 
about the correctness of that which I have been sent with the Hanif (monotheism) religion - the 



religion which Allah has revealed to me -- then know that I do not worship those whom you 
worship besides Allah. Rather, I worship Allah alone, ascribing no partners to Him. He is the 
One Who causes you to die just as He gives you life. Then, unto Him is your final return. If the 
gods that you call upon are real, I still refuse to worship them. So call upon them and ask them 
to harm me, and you will see that they can bring no harm or benefit. The only One Who holds 
the power of harm and benefit in His Hand is Allah alone, Who has no partners.' 



(And I was commanded to be one of the believers.) 10:104 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And that you direct your face towardsthe Hanif religion) This meansto make one's intention in 
worship solely for Allah alone, being a Hanif. Hanif means one who turns away from associating 
partners with Allah. For this reason Allah says, 



(and not be one of the idolators. ) This statement is directly connected with the previous 
statement, 



(And I was commanded to be one of the believers.) Concerning His statement, 



(And if Allah touches you with harm,) This verse contains the explanation that good, evil, 
benefit and harm only come from Allah alone and no one shares with His power over these 
things. Therefore, He is the One Who deserves to be worshipped alone, without ascription of 
partners. Concerning His statement, 



(And He is the Pardoning, the Merciful.) This means that He is forgiving and merciful towards 
those who turn to Him in repentance, regardless of what sin the person has committed. Even if 
the person associated a partner with Allah, verily Allah would forgive him if he repented from 
it. 



(108. Say: "0 people! Now the truth has come to you from your Lord. So whoever receives 
guidance, he does so for the good of himself. And whoever goes astray, he does so at his own 
loss. And I am not set over you as a guardian.) (109. And follow what is revealed to you, and be 
patient until Allah gives judgment. And He is the best of the judges.) Allah, the Exalted, 
commands His Messenger to inform the people that that which he has brought them from Allah 
is the truth. It is a message concerning which there is no doubt or suspicion. Therefore, 
whoever is guided by it and follows it, then he only benefits himself by doing so. Likewise, 
whoever is misguided away from this message, then he will suffer the consequences against his 
own self. 



(And I am not set over you as a guardian) This means, ' I am not a guardian over you in order 
for you to become believers. I am only a warner to you and guidance belongs to Allah, the 
Exalted.' Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And follow what has been revealed to you, and be patient) This means, 'Adhere to that which 
Allah has revealed to you, and inspired you with, and be patient with the opposition that you 
meet from the people.' 



(until Allah gives judgment) This means, " Until Allah judges between you and them.' 



(And He is the best of judges. ) This means that He is the best of those who pass judgment, due 
to His Justice and Hiswisdom. 

The Tafsir of Surah Hud 



(Chapter- 11) 

Which was Revealed in Makkah 

Surah Hud made the Prophet's Hair turn Gray 

Abu x Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded from Ibn ' Abbas that Abu Bakr said, "0 Messenger of Allah, verily 
your hair hasturned gray." The Prophet replied, 

» 

« 

(Surahs Hud, AI-WaqTah, Al-Mursalat, 'Amma Yatasa'lun An-Naba' and Idhash-Shamsu 
Kuwwirat At-Takwir have turned my hair gray.) In another narration he said, 

« » 

(Surah Hud and its sisters...) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam Ra. (This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are perfect (in every sphere of knowledge), 
and then explained in detail from One (Allah), Who is All -Wise Wei I -Acquainted (with all 
things).) (2. (Saying) worship none but Allah. Verily, I (Muhammad) am unto you from Him a 



warner and a bringer of glad tidings.) (3. And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your 
Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term 
appointed, and bestow His abounding grace to every owner of grace. But if you turn away, then 
I fear for you the torment of a Great Day.) (4. To Allah is your return, and He is able to do all 
things.") 



The Qur'an and its Call to (worship) Allah Alone 

discussion concerning the letters of the alphabet (which appear at the beginning of some 
chapters of the Qur'an) has already preceded at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. That 
discussion issufficient without any need for repetition here. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(The Ayat whereof are perfect and then explained in detail) This means perfect in its wording, 
detailed in its meaning. Thus, it is complete in its form and its meaning. This interpretation 
was reported from Mujahid and Qatadah, and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari preferred it. Concerning the 
meaning of Allah's statement, 



(from One (Allah), Who is All-Wise, Well-Acquainted.) This means that it (the Qur'an) is from 
Allah, Who is Most Wise in His statements and His Laws, and Most Aware of the final outcome of 
matters. 



((Saying) worship none but Allah.) This means that this Qur'an descended, perfect and detailed, 
with the purpose of Allah's worship alone, without any partners. This is similar to the statement 
of Allah, the Exalted, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): There is no 
God but I, so worship Me.) 21:25 It is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): 'Worship Allah 
(Alone), and avoid Taghut (calling false deities.)') 16:36 In reference to Allah's statement, 



(Verily, I am unto you from Him a warner and a bringer of glad tidings.) This means, "Verily, I 
am unto you a warner of the punishment if you oppose Him (Allah), and a bringer of the good 
news of reward if you obey Him." This meaning has been recorded in the authentic Hadith 
which states that the Messenger of Allah ascended mount As-Safa and called out to his near 
relatives of the Quraysh tribe. When they gathered around him, he said, 



» 



« 



(0 people of Quraysh, if I informed you that a cavalry was going to attack you in the morning, 
would you not believe me) They replied, "We have not found you to be a liar." He said, 

« » 

(Verily I am a warner unto you before a severe punishment.) Concerning His statement, 



(And (commanding you): ' Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, 
that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding grace 
to every owner of grace.) This means, "I am commanding you to seek forgiveness from previous 
sins and to turn to Allah from future sins, and thereafter you abide by that." 



(that He may grant you good enjoyment,) This is in reference to this worldly life. 



(for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding grace to every owner of grace.) This refers to 
the Hereafter, according to Qatadah. "This is like the statement of Allah, 



(Whoever works righteousness -- whether male or female -- while a true believer, verily to him 
We will give a good life.) 16:97 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But if you turn away, then I fear for you the torment of a Great Day.) This is a severe threat 
for whoever turns away from the commandments of Allah, the Exalted, and rejects His 
Messengers. Verily, the punishment will afflict such a person on the Day of Resurrection and 
there will be no escape from it. 



(To Allah is your return,) This is means your return on the Day of Judgement. 



(and He is able to do all things.) This means that He is capable of doing whatever He wishes, 
whether it be goodness towards His Awliya' (friends and allies), or vengeance upon His enemies. 
This also includes His ability to repeat the creation of His creatures on the Day of Resurrection. 
This section encourages fear, just as the previous section encourages hope. 



(5. No doubt! They did fold up their breasts, that they may hide from Him. Surely, even when 
they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what they conceal and what they reveal. 
Verily, He isthe All-Knower of the (innermost secrets) of the breasts.) 



Allah is Aware of All Things 

Ibn " Abbas said, "They used to dislike facing the sky with their private parts, particularly during 
sexual relations. Therefore, Allah revealed this verse." Al-Bukhari recorded by way of Ibn 
Jurayj , who reported from Muhammad bin ' Abbad bin Ja" far who said, "Ibn ' Abbas recited, ( 

) "Behold their breasts did fold up." So I said: ' Abu Al-' Abbas! What does - 
their breasts did fold up- mean' He said, 'The man used to have sex with his woman, but he 



would be shy, or he used to have answering the call of nature (in an open space) but, he would 
be shy. Therefore, this verse, 



(No doubt! They did fold up their breasts,) was revealed.'" In another wording of this narration, 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "There were people who used to be shy to remove their clothes while 
answering the call of nature in an open space and thus be naked exposed to the sky. They were 
also ashamed of having sexual relations with their women due to fear of being exposed towards 
the sky. Thus, this was revealed concerning them." Al-Bukhari reported that Ibn ' Abbas said 
that 



(they cover themselves) means that they cover their heads. 



(6. And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows 
its dwelling place and its deposit. All is in a Clear Book.) 



Allah is Responsible for the Provisions of All Creatures 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that He is responsible for the provisions of all the creatures that 
dwell in the earth, whether they are small, large, sea-dwelling or land-dwelling. He knows 
their place of dwelling and their place of deposit. This means that He knows where their 
journeying will end in the earth and where they will seek shelter when they wish to nest. This 
place of nesting is also considered their place of deposit. 'AM bin Abi Talhah and others 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said concerning the statement, 



(And He knows its dwelling place) that it means where it resides. In reference to the 
statement, 



(and its deposit.) he (Ibn 'Abbas) said it means where it will die. Allah informs us that all of 
this is written in a Book with Allah that explains it in detail. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(There is not a moving creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are 
communities like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) 
shall be gathered.) 6:38 , and 



(And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden and unseen), none knows them but 
He. And He knows whatever there is in the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he knows 
it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a 
Clear Record.) 6:59 



(7. And He it is Who has created the heavens and the earth in six Days and His Throne was over 
the water, that He might try you, which of you is the best in deeds. But if you were to say to 



them: "You shall indeed be raised up after death," those who disbelieve would be sure to say, 
"This is nothing but obvious magic") (8. And if We delay the torment for them till a determined 
Ummah (term), they are sure to say, "What keeps it back" Verily, on the day it reaches them, 
nothing will turn it away from them, and they will be surrounded by (or fall in) that at which 
they used to mock!) 



Allah created the Heavens and the Earth in Six Days 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of His power over all things, and that He created the heavens and 
the earth in six days. He mentions that His Throne was over the water before that, just as 
Imam Ahmad recorded that * Imran bin Husayn said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Accept the glad tidings, tribe of Tamim!) They said, " Verily you have brought us glad tidings 
and you have given us.' Then he said, 

« » 

(Accept the glad tidings, people of Yemen!) They said, 'We accept. Therefore, inform us 
about the beginning of this matter and how it was.' He said, 

» 



« 



(Allah was before everything and His Throne was over the water. He then wrote in the 
Preserved Tablet mentioning everything.) Then a man came to me and said, "0 x Imran, your 
she camel has escaped from her fetter." I then went out after her and I do not know what was 
said after I left." This Hadith has been recorded in the Two Sahihs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
with a variety of wordings. In Sahih Muslim, it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr bin AI-* As 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Verily Allah measured the amount of sustenance of the creatures fifty thousand years before 
He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the water.) Under the 



explanation of this verse, Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« : » 

(Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, said, ' Spend and I will spend on you.') And he said, 

» 

« 

(Allah's Hand is full, and it is not diminished by spending throughout the night and the day.) He 
also said, 



» 



« 



(Have you seen what has been spent since the creation of the heavens and the earth Verily it 
does not diminish what is in His Right Hand (in the slightest) and His Throne was over the 
water. In His Hand is the Scale and he lowers and raises it.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(that He might try you, which of you is the best in deeds.) This means that He created the 
heavens and the earth for the benefit of His servants, whom He created so that they may 
worship Him and not associate anything with Him as a partner. Allah did not create this 
creation (of the heavens and the earth) out of mere frivolity. This is similar to His statement, 



(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose! 
That is the consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!) 38: 27 Allah the Exalted, said, 



(Did you think that We created you in play (without any purpose), and that you would not be 
brought back to Us So Exalted is Allah, the True King: there is no God but He, the Lord of the 
Supreme Throne!) 23:115-116 Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(And I (Allah) created not the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me (Alone).) 
51:56 Concerning the statement of Allah, 



(that He might try you,) It means so that He (Allah) may test you. Concerning the statement, 



(which of you is the best in deeds.) It is important to note here that Allah did not say, "Which 
of you has done the most deeds." Rather, He said, "Best in deeds." A deed cannot be considered 
a good deed until it is done sincerely for Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, and it must be in 
accordance with the legislation of the Messenger of Allah . Whenever a deed lacks one of these 
conditions, then it is null and void. 



The Polytheists hasten their Torment by arguing against 
Resurrection after Death 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But if you were to say to them: "You shall indeed be raised up after death.") Allah, the 
Exalted, is saying, "0 Muhammad, if you were to inform these polytheists that Allah is going to 
resurrect them after their death, just as He created them originally (they would still reject)." 
Even though they know that Allah, the Exalted, is the One Who created the heavens and the 
earth, just as He said, 



(And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: "Allah.") 43:87 Allah says, 



(And if you were to ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth and subjected the 
sun and the moon" They will surely reply: "Allah.") 29:61 Even after their awareness of this 
(Allah's creating), they still reject the resurrection and the promised return on the Day of 
Judgement. Yet, in reference to ability, the resurrection is easier (for Allah to perform) than 
the original creation. As Allah said, 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it (after it has perished); and this 
is easier for Him.) 30:27 Allah also said, 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as (the creation and 
resurrection of) a single person.) 31:28 Concerning the statement, 



(This is nothing but obvious magic.) The polytheists say this due to their disbelief and 
obstinacy. They say, "We do not believe your claim that resurrection will occur." They also say, 
"He (Muhammad) only says this (resurrection of the dead) because he is bewitched, and he 
wantsyou to follow him in what his bewitchment tells him. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And if We delay the torment for them till a determined term,) Allah, the Exalted, is saying "If 
We delay the torment and the destruction of these polytheists until an appointed time and a 
period determined, and We promise them a specific time period (of life), they would still say, 
in rejection and haste; 



(What keeps it back) They mean by this, "What delays this torment from overtaking us" Both 
rejection and doubt are their very nature. Therefore, they have no escape or refuge from the 
torment. 



The Meanings of the Word Ummah 

The word Ummah is used in the Qur'an and Sunnah with a number of different meanings. 
Sometimes when it is used it means a specified period of time. An example is the statement of 
Allah, the Exalted, in this verse, 



(till a determined Ummah (term),) This is also the meaning in the statement of Allah in Surah 
Yusuf, 



(Then the man who was released, now after Ummah (some time) remembered.) 12:45 The 
word Ummah is also used to refer to the Imam (leader) who is followed. An example of this is 
in the statement of Allah, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah, obedient to Allah, Hanif, and he was not of those who were 
polytheists.) 16:120 The word Ummah is also used to mean religion and religious creed. This is 
as Allah mentions concerning the polytheists, that they said, 



(Verily, we found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will indeed follow 
their footsteps. ) 43:23 The word Ummah is also used to mean a group (of people). This is as 
Allah says, 



(And when he arrived at the water (well) of Madyan, he found there a group of men watering 
(their flocks).) 28:23 Allah also said, 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah 
(Alone), and avoid Taghut.") 16:36 Allah also said, 



(And for every Ummah there is a Messenger; when their Messenger comes, the matter will be 
judged between them with justice, and they will not be wronged.) 10:47 The meaning of 
Ummah here is those people who have had a Messenger sent among them. The meaning of 
Ummah in this context includes the believers and the disbelievers among them. This is like 
what has been recorded in Sahih Muslim, 



» 



« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! there is no one of this Ummah, whether he be a Jew or 
Christian, who hears of me and does not believe in me, except that he will enter the Hell- 
fire.) In reference to the Ummah of followers, then they are those who believe in the 
Messengers, as Allah said, 



(You (the followers of Prophet Muhammad) are the best Ummah ever raised up for mankind.) 
3:110 In the Sahih the Prophet said, 

« : » 

(Then I will say, "My Ummah (followers), my Ummah!") The word Ummah is also used to mean a 
sect or party. An example of this usage is in the statement of Allah, 



(And of the people of Musa there is an Ummah who lead (the men) with truth and established 
justice therewith.) 7:159 Likewise is Misstatement, 



(A party of the People of the Scripture stand for the right.) 3:113 



(9. And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us, and then withdraw it from him, verily, he is 
despairing, ungrateful.) (10. But if We let him taste good (favor) after evil (poverty and harm) 
has touched him, he is sure to say: "Ills have departed from me." Surely, he is exultant and 
boastful (ungrateful to Allah).) (11. Except those who show patience and do righteous good 
deeds: those, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward (Paradise).) 



The changing of Man's Attitude in Happiness and Hardship 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about mankind and the blameworthy characteristics that he 
possesses, except for those believing servants upon whom Allah has bestowed His mercy. Allah 
explains that when any hardship befalls man, after he has experienced blessings, he is 
disheartened and he despairs of any good in the future. He denies and rejects (the bounties of) 
his previous condition. Thus, he behaves as if he has never seen any good and he loses all hope 
for relief (from his situation). Likewise, if any blessing befalls him after displeasure, 



(he is sure to say, "Ills have departed from me.") This means that he will claim that no harm or 
calamity will afflict him after this (blessing). 



(Surely, he is exultant and boastful (ungrateful to Allah).) This means that he is pleased with 
what he has in his hand and ungrateful (to Allah). At the same time he is boastful towards 
others. Allah, the Exalted, then says, 



(Except those who show patience) meaning, those who show patience during times of hardship 
and adversity. In reference to Allah's statement, 



(and do righteous good deeds) This means that they perform the good deeds in times of ease 
and good health. Concerning the statement, 



(those, theirs will be forgiveness) meaning, that they will be forgiven due to the calamities 
that afflicted them. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and a great reward.) This great reward is due to them because of what they sent forth (of 
good deeds) in their times of ease. This is similar to what is mentioned in the Hadith, 

» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! No worry, calamity, distress, illness, or grief strikes a 
believer, even the prick of a thorn, except that Allah will expiate his sins for him because of 
it.) In the Sahih it is recorded that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! Allah does not decree any matter for the believer except that 
it is good for him. If any blessing befalls him, he is thankful (to Allah) and that is good for him. 
If any harm comes to him, he is patient and that is also good for him. This is (a bounty) 
exclusively for the believer.) For this reason, Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(By AI-' Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss. Except those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds. And recommend one another to the truth and recommend one another to patience.) 
103:1-3 Allah also says, 



(Verily, man was created very impatient.) 70:19 



(12. S3 perchance you may give up a part of what is revealed unto you, and that your breast 
feels straitened for it because they say, "Why has not a treasure been sent down unto him, or 
an angel come with him" But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Guardian over all things.) 
(13. Or they say, "He forged it." Say: "Bring you then ten forged Surahs like unto it, and call 
whomsoever you can, other than Allah, if you speak the truth!") (14. If then they answer you 
not, know then that it is sent down with the knowledge of Allah and that there is no god 
besides Him! Will you then be Muslims) 



The Messenger grieving by the Statements of the Polytheists, and 

His Gratification 

This statement of Allah, the Exalted, to His Messenger comforted the worries that the 
polytheists were causing him due to their statements directed towards him. This is just as Allah 
says about them, 



(And they say: "Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk about in the markets. Why is not 
an angel sent down to him to be a warner with him" Or; "(why) has not a treasure been granted 
to him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may eat" And the wrongdoers say: "You follow 
none but a man bewitched.") 25:7-8 Thus, Allah commanded His Messenger and guided him to 
not let these statements of theirs grieve his heart. Allah directed him to not let these 
statements prevent him, or deter him from calling them to Allah, both day and night. This is as 
Allah said, 



(Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they say.) 15:97 Allah says in this 
verse, 



(So perchance you may give up a part of what is revealed unto you, and that your breast feels 
straitened for it because they say...) The meaning here is that he (the Prophet ) may be 
compelled to give up the Message due to what they (the polyt heists) say about him. However, 
Allah goes on to explain: "You (Muhammad) are only a warner and you have an example in your 
brothers of the Messengers who came before you. For verily, the previous Messengers were 
rejected and harmed, yet they were patient until the help of Allah came to them." 



An Explanation concerning the Miracle of the Qur'an 

Then Allah, the Exalted, explains the miracle of the Qur'an, and that no one is able to produce 
its like, or even bring ten chapters, or one chapter like it. The reason for this is that the 
Speech of the Lord of all that exists is not like the speech of the created beings, just as His 
attributes are not like the attributes of the creation. Nothing resembles His existence. Exalted 
is He, the Most Holy, and the Sublime. There is no deity worthy of worship except He and there 
is no true Lord other than He. Then Allah goes on to say, 



(If then they answer you not,) Meaning, that if they do not come with a reply to that which you 
have challenged them with (to the reproduction of ten chapters like the Qur'an), then know 
that it is due to their inability to do so. Know (that this is a proof) that this is the speech 
revealed from Allah. It contains His knowledge, His commands and His prohibitions. Then Allah 
continues by saying, 



(and that there is no God besides Him! Will you then be Muslims) 



(15. Whosoever desires the life of the world and its glitter, to them We shall pay in full (the 
wages of) their deeds therein, and they will have no diminution therein.) (16. They are those 
for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but Fire, and vain are the deeds they did therein. 
And of no effect isthat which they used to do.) 



Whoever wants the Worldly Life, then He will have no Share of the 

Hereafter 



Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said concerning this verse, "Verily those who show off, will 
be given their reward for their good deeds in this life. This will be so that they are not 
wronged, even the amount equivalent to the size of the speck on a date-stone." Ibn 'Abbas 
continued saying, "Therefore, whoever does a good deed seeking to acquire worldly gain - like 
fasting, prayer, or standing for prayer at night - and he does so in order to acquire worldly 
benefit, then Allah says, " Give him the reward of that which he sought in the worldly life,' and 
his deed that he did is wasted because he was only seeking the life of this world. In the 
Hereafter he will be of the losers." A similar narration has been reported from Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak and many others. Anas bin Malik and Al-Hasan both said, "This verse was revealed 
concerning the Jews and the Christians." Mujahid and others said, "This verse was revealed 
concerning the people who perform deeds to be seen." Qatadah said, "Whoever's concern, 
intention and goal is this worldly life, then Allah will reward him for his good deeds in this life. 
Then, when reaches the next life, he will not have any good deeds that will be rewarded. 
However, concerning the believer, he will be rewarded for his good deeds in this life and in the 
Hereafter as well." Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Whoever desires the quick-passing (transitory enjoyment of this world), We readily grant him 
what We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for him Hell; he will 
burn therein disgraced and rejected. And whoever desiresthe Hereafter and strivesfor it, with 
the necessary effort due for it while he is a believer - then such are the ones whose striving 
shall be appreciated. On each - these as well as those - We bestow from the bounties of your 
Lord. And the bounties of your Lord can never be forbidden. See how We prefer one above 
another, and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in intricacy.) 17:18- 
21 Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We give him increase in his reward, and 
whosoever desires the reward of this world, We give him thereof, and he has no portion in the 
Hereafter.) 42:20 



(17. Can they who rely on a clear proof from their Lord, and whom a witness from Him recites 
(follows) it; and before it, came the Book of Musa, a guidance and a mercy, they believe 
therein, but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place. 3d 
be not in doubt about it. Verily, it is the truth from your Lord, but most of mankind believe 
not.) 



The One Who believes in the Qur'an is upon Clear Proof from His 

Lord 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of the condition of the believers who are upon the natural religion 
of Allah, which He made inherent in His creatures. This is based upon their confession to Him 
that there is none worthy of worship except He. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(So set you your face towards the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with which He has created 
mankind.) 30:30 , In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, but his parents make him a Jew, Christian, or Magian. This 
is just as the calf that is born whole. Have you noticed any calves that are born mutilated) In 
Sahih Muslim it is recorded that ' lyad bin Himar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(Allah, the Exalted, says, x Verily, I created my servants Hunafa', but the devils came to them 
and distracted them from their religion. They made unlawful for them what I had made lawful 
for them and they commanded them to associate partners with Me, concerning which no 
authority has been revealed.) Therefore, the believer is one who remains upon this Fitrah. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and whom a witness from Him recites (follows) it;) This means that a witness comes to him 
from Allah. That witness is the pure, perfect and magnificent legislation that Allah revealed to 
the Prophets. These legislations were finalized with the legislation (SharT ah) of Muhammad . 
The believer has the natural disposition that bears witness to (the truth of) the general 
legislation, and accepts that specific laws are taken from the general legislation. The Fitrah 
acceptsthe SharT ah and believes in it. For this reason Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Can they who rely on a clear proof from their Lord, and whom a witness from Him recites 
(follows) it;) This clear proof which is recited is the Qur'an, which Jibril conveyed to the 
Prophet and the Prophet Muhammad conveyed it to his Ummah. Then Allah says, 



(and before it, came the Book of Musa,) This meansthat before the Qur'an, there wasthe Book 
of Musa, the Tawrah. 



(a guidance and a mercy) This means that Allah, the Exalted, revealed it to that Ummah as a 
leader for them and a guide for them to follow, as a mercy from Allah upon them. Therefore, 
whoever believed in it with true faith, then it would lead him to believe in the Qur'an as well. 
For this reason Allah said, 



(they believe therein) Then Allah, the Exalted, threatens those who reject the Qur'an, or any 
part of it, by saying, 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) This is 
directed towards everyone on the face of the earth who disbelieves in the Qur'an, whether 
they are idolators, disbelievers, People of the Scripture, or other sects from the descendants of 
Adam. This applies to all whom the Qur'an reaches, regardless of their differences in color, 
appearance, or nationality. As Allah says, 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach. ) 6:19 Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.") Allah says, 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) In Sahih 
Muslim it is recorded that Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



( ) 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! there is no one of this Ummah, whether he be a Jew or 
Christian, who hears of me and does not believe in me, except that he will enter the Hell- 
fire.) 



Every Hadith is confirmed by the Qur'an 

Ayyub As-Sakhtiyani reported from Sa id bin Jubayr that he said, "I did not hear any Hadith of 
the Prophet , substantiated as he stated it, except that I found its confirmation in the Qur'an. 
(The narrator said, "Or he said, 'I found its verification in the Qur'an.'") Thus, it reached me 
that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(There is no one of this Ummah, whether he be a Jew or Christian, who hears of me and does 
not believe in me, except that he will enter the Hellf ire.) Therefore, I said, " Where is its 
verification in the Book of Allah Most of what I have heard reported from the Messenger of 
Allah , I have found its verification in the Qur'an.' Then I found this verse, 



(but those of the sects that reject it (the Qur'an), the Fire will be their promised meeting 
place.) And this means from all religions." Then Allah says, 



(So be not in doubt about it. Verily, it is the truth from your Lord,) This means that the Qur'an 
is the truth from Allah and there is no doubt or suspicion concerning it. This is as Allah says, 



(Alif Lam Mim. The revelations of the Book in which there is no doubt, is from the Lord of all 
that exists!) 32:1-2 Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Al if Lam Mi m. This is the Book in which there is no doubt.) 2:1-2 The Ayah; 



(but most of mankind believe not.) is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) 12:103 Likewise, Allah 
says, 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's path.) 
Allah also says, 



(And indeed Iblisdid prove true his thought about them: and they followed him, all except a 
group of true believers.) 34:20 



(18. And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah. Such will be brought 
before their Lord, and the witnesses will say, "These are the ones who lied against their Lord!" 
No doubt! The curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers.) (19. Those who hinder (others) from the 
path of Allah, and seek a crookedness therein, while they are disbelievers in the Hereafter.) 
(20. By no means will they escape on earth, nor have they protectors besides Allah! Their 
torment will be doubled! They could not bear to listen and they used not to see (the truth).) 
r(21. They are those who have lost their own selves, and that which they invented eluded 
them.) (22. Certainly, they are those who will be the greatest losers in the Hereafter.) 



Those Who invent Lies against Allah and hinder Others from His 

Path are the Greatest Losers 

Allah, the Exalted, explains the condition of those who lie against Him and that their scandal in 
the Hereafter will be presented before the heads of creation (for testimony) from the angels, 
Messengers, Prophets and the rest of mankind and Jinns. This is just as Imam Ahmad recorded 
from Safwan bin Muhriz. Safwan said, "I was holding the hand of Ibn " Umar when a man was 
brought to him. The man said, 'How did you hear the Messenger of Allah describe An-Najwa 
(secret counsel or confidential talk) on the Day of Resurrection' Ibn 'Umar said, " I heard him 
say, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, will draw near the believer and He will place His shade 
over him. He will conceal him from the people and make him confess to his sins. He will say to 
him, "Do you recognize this sin Do you recognize that sin Do you recognize such and such sin" 
This will continue until He makes him confess to all of his sins and he (the believer) will think 
to himself that he is about to be destroyed. Then Allah will say, "Verily, I have concealed these 
sins for you in the worldly life and I have forgiven you for them today." Then he (the believer) 
will be given his Book of good deeds. As for the disbelievers and the hypocrites, the witnesses 
will say,) 



(These are the ones who lied against their Lord! No doubt! The curse of Allah is on the 
wrongdoers)." Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this narration in the Two Sahihs. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Those who hinder (others) from the path of Allah, and seek a crookednesstherein,) This means 
that they prevent the people from following the truth and traversing upon the path of guidance 
that leads to Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. In doing so they also keep the people away from 
Paradise itself. Allah's statement, 



(and seek a crookedness therein,) This means that they want their path to be crooked and 
uneven. Then, Allah's statement, 



(while they are disbelievers in the Hereafter.) This means that they deny the Hereafter and 
they reject the idea that any of its events will occur, or any of it exists at all. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(By no means will they escape on earth, nor have they protectors besides Allah!) This means 
that these disbelievers are under the power of Allah and His force. They are in His grasp and 
are subject to His authority. He is Most Able to exact vengeance against them in this life before 
the coming of the Hereafter. This is like Allah's statement, 



(but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) 14:42 In the Two 
Sahihs it is recorded that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Verily Allah gives respite to the oppressor until He seizes him, then he will not be able to 
escape Him.) For this reason Allah says, 



(Their torment will be doubled!) This means that the torment will be doubled upon them, 
because Allah gave them hearing, vision and hearts, but these things did not benefit them. 
Rather, they were deaf from hearing the truth and blinded away from following it. This is just 
as Allah has mentioned concerning them when they enter into the Hellfire. Allah says, 



(And they will say: "Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not have been 
among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!") Allah also says, 



(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add torment 
to the torment.) 16:88 For this reason they will be punished for every command that they 
abandoned and every prohibition that they indulged in. Then Allah continues by saying, 



(They are those who have lost their own selves, and that which they invented eluded them.) 
They lost themselves, meaning that they be made to enter a blazing Fire, where they will be 
punished, and its torment will not be lifted from them for even the blinking of an eye. This is 
as Allah said, 



(Whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of the Fire.) 17:97 Concerning 
the statement, 



(eluded them.) meaning that it has left them. 



(that which they invented) besides Allah, such as rivals and idols. Yet, these things did not 
avail them in the slightest. In fact, these things actually caused them great harm. This is as 
Allah says, 



(And when mankind are gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their 
worshipping.) 46:6 Allah says, 



(When those who were followed disown those who followed (them), and they see the torment, 
then all their relations will be cut off from them.) 2:166 Likewise, there are many other verses 
that prove this loss of theirs and their destruction. For this reason Allah says, 



(Certainly, they are those who will be the greatest losers in the Hearafter.) 11:22 In this verse 
Allah informs about the direction of their end. He explains that they are the greatest losers 
among mankind in their transaction for the abode of the Hereafter. That is because they 
exchanged the highest levels (of Paradise) for the lowest levels (of Hell) and they substituted 
the pleasure of Gardens (of Paradise) for the fierce boiling water (of Hell). They exchanged the 
drink of sealed nectar with the fierce hot wind, boiling water, and a shade of black smoke. 
They chose food from the filth of dirty wounds instead of wide-eyed lovely maidens. They 
preferred Hawiyah (a pit in Hell) instead of lofty castles. They chose the anger of Allah and His 
punishment over nearness to Him and the blessing of gazing at Him. Therefore, it is no injustice 
that such people should be the greatest losers in the Hereafter. 



(23. Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and humble themselves before 
their Lord, they will be the dwellers of Paradise to dwell therein forever.) (24. The likeness of 
the two parties is as the blind and the deaf and the seer and the hearer. Are they equal when 
compared Will you not then take heed) 



Rewarding the People of Faith 

When Allah, the Exalted, mentioned the condition of the wretched, He also commended the 
people of delight (the believers). They are those who believe and work righteous deeds. Thus, 
their hearts believed and their limbs worked righteous deeds, both in statements and actions. 
This includes their performance of deeds of obedience and their abandonment of evils. In this 
way they are the inheritors of Gardens (of Paradise), which contain lofty rooms and seats 
arranged in rows. Therein they will find bunches of fruit near to them, elevated couches, fair 
and beautiful wives, various types of fruit, desired kinds of food and delicious drinks. They also 
will be allowed to see the Creator of the heavens and the earth and they will be in this state of 
pleasure forever. They will not die, nor will they grow old. They will not experience sickness, 
nor will they sleep. They will not have excrement, nor will they spit or snot. Their sweat will 
be the perfume of musk. 



The Parable of the Believers and the Disbelievers 

Then, Allah, the Exalted, makes a parable of the disbelievers and the believers. He says, 



(The likeness of the two parties) This refers to those disbelievers whom Allah first described as 
wretched, and then those believers whom He described with delightf ulness. The first group is 
like one who is blind and deaf, while the second group is like he who sees and hears. Thus, the 
disbeliever is blind from the truth in this life and in the Hereafter. He is not guided to 
goodness, nor does he recognize it. He is deaf from hearing the proofs, thus he does not hear 
that which would benefit him. As Allah says, 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen.) 8:23 The 
believer is smart, bright and clever. He sees the truth and distinguishes between the truth and 
falsehood. Thus, he follows the good and abandons the evil. He hears and distinguishes 
between the proof and scepticism. Therefore, falsehood does not overcome him. Are these two 
types of people alike 



(Will you not then take heed) This statement means, "Will you not consider, so that you may 
distinguish between these two categories of people." This is as Allah mentions in another verse, 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful.) 59:20 Allah also says, 



(Not alike are the blind and the seeing. Nor are (alike) darkness and light. Nor are (alike) the 
shade and the sun's heat. Nor are (alike) the living and the dead. Verily, Allah makes whom He 
wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those who are in graves. You are only a warner. Verily, 
We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad tidings and a warner. And there never was a 
nation but a warner had passed among them.) 35:19-24 



(25. And indeed We sent Nuh to his people (and he said): "I have come to you as a plain 
warner.") (26. "That you worship none but Allah; surely, I fear for you the torment of a painful 
Day.") (27. The chiefs who disbelieved among his people said: "We see you but a man like 
ourselves, nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and they (too) followed you 
without thinking. And we do not see in you any merit above us, in fact we think you are liars.") 



The Story of Nuh and His Conversation with His People 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about Prophet Nuh. He was the first Messenger whom Allah sent to 
the people of the earth who were polytheists involved in worshipping idols. Allah mentionsthat 
he (Nuh) said to his people, 



(I have come to you as a plain warner.) meaning, to openly warn you against facing Allah's 
punishment if you continue worshipping other than Allah. Thus, Nuh said, 



(That you worship none but Allah;) This can also be seen in his statement, 



(surely, I fear for you the torment of a painful Day.) This means, "If you all continue doing this, 
then Allah will punish you with a severe punishment in the Hereafter." Then Allah says, 



(The chiefs who disbelieved among his people said;) The word 'chiefs' (Al-Mala'u) here means 
the leaders and the heads of the disbelievers. They said, 



(We see you but a man like ourselves,) This means, "You are not an angel. You are only a 
human being, so how can revelation come to you over us We do not see anyone following you 



except the lowliest people among us, like the merchants, weavers and similar people. No 
people of nobility, or rulers among us follow you. These people who follow you are not known 
for their intelligence, wit, or sharp thinking. Rather, you merely invited them (to this Islam) 
and they responded to your call and followed you (ignorantly)." This is the meaning of their 
statement, 



(nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and they (too) followed you without 
thinking.) The statement, "without thinking," means that they merely followed the first thing 
that came to their minds. Concerning the statement, 



(And we do not see in you any merit above us, in fact we think you are liars.) In this they are 
saying, "We do not see that you and your followers have any virtuous status above us in your 
physical appearance, your character, your provisions, or your condition, since you accepted 
this (new) religion of yours." 



s(in fact we think you are liars. ) This means, "We think you are lying about that which you are 
claiming for yourselves of righteousness, piety, worship and happiness in the abode of the 
Hereafter when you arrive there." This was the response of the disbelievers to Nuh and his 
followers. This is a proof of their ignorance and their deficiency in knowledge and intelligence. 
For verily, the truth is not to be rejected because of the lowly status of those who follow it. 
Verily, the truth is correct in itself, regardless of whether its followers are of low status, or 
nobility. Actually, the reality concerning which there is no doubt, is that the followers of the 
truth are the noble ones, even though they may be poor. On the other hand, those who reject 
the truth are the lowly wretches, even though they may be wealthy. Thus, we see that usually 
the weakest of people are the ones who follow the truth, while the nobility and high-class 
people usually are opposed to the truth. This is as Allah says, 



(And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any town (people) but the luxurious ones 
among them said: "We found our fathers following a cerain way and religion, and we will 
indeed follow their footsteps.") 43:23 When Heraclius, the emperor of Rome, asked Abu Sufyan 
Sakhr bin Harb about the qualities of the Prophet , he said to him, "Are his followers the noble 



people, or the weak" Abu Sufyan said, "They are the weakest of them." Then Heraclius said, 
"They (weak ones) are the followers of the Messengers." Concerning their statement, 



(without thinking. ) In reality this is not objectionable, or something derogatory, because the 
truth when it is made clear, does not leave room for second-guessing, or excessive thinking. 
Rather, it is mandatory that it should be followed and this is the condition of every pious, 
intelligent person. No one continues doubtfully pondering the truth (after it is made clear) 
except one who is ignorant and excessively critical. The Messengers - Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon them all - only delivered what was obvious and clear. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And we do not see in you any merit above us,) They did not see this (the virtue of accepting 
Islam) because they were blind from the truth. They could not see, nor could they hear. 
Rather, they were wavering in their skepticism. They were wandering blindly in the darknesses 
of their ignorance. They, in reality, were the slanderers and liars, lowly and despicable. 
Therefore, in the Hereafter they will be the greatest losers. 



(28. He said: "0 my people! Tell me, if I have a clear proof from my Lord, and a mercy 
(prophet hood) has come to me from Him, but that (mercy) has been obscured from your sight. 
Shall we compel you (to accept) it when you have a strong hatred for it) 



The Response of Nuh 

Allah says, informing about the response of Nuh to his people, 



(Tell me, if I have a clear proof from my Lord,) Bayyinah means certainty, a clear matter, and 
truthful prophethood. That is the greatest mercy from Allah upon him (Nuh) and them (his 
people). 



(but that (mercy) has been obscured from your sight.) "Obscured from your sight" in this verse 
means, ' it was hidden from you and you are not guided to it. Thus, you people did not know 
its importance so you hastily rejected and denied it.' 



(Shall we compel you (to accept) it) This means, "Should we force you to accept it, while you 
actually detest it." 



(29. And my people! I ask of you no wealth for it, my reward is from none but Allah. I am not 
going to drive away those who have believed. Surely, they are going to meet their Lord, but I 
see that you are a people that are ignorant.) (30. And my people! Who will help me against 
Allah, if I drove them away Will you not then give a thought) Nuh says to his people, "I do not 
ask you for any wealth in return for my sincere advice to you." Wealth (Mai) here means, 
"payment that I take from you." Nuh means, "I am only seeking the reward from Allah, the 
Mighty and Sublime." Concerning the statement, 



(I am not going to drive away those who have believed.) This alludes to the fact that they (the 
disbelievers) requested Nuh to disassociate himself from the believers, because they were 
averse to them and felt themselves too important to sit with them. This is similar to the 
request of disbelievers to the seal of the Messengers to disassociate himself from a group of the 
people who were considered weak in their social status. They wanted the Prophet to sit with 
them in a special gathering of the elite. Therefore, Allah revealed, 



(And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and afternoon.) Allah also says, 



(Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they might say: "Is it these (poor believers) 
whom Allah has favored from among us" Does not Allah know best those who are grateful) 6:53 



(31. And I do not say to you that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor that I know the Ghayb; 
nor do I say I am an angel, and I do not say of those whom your eyes look down upon that Allah 
will not bestow any good on them. Allah knows what is in their inner selves. In that case, I 
should, indeed be one of the wrongdoers.) Nuh is informing them that he is a Messenger from 
Allah, calling to the worship of Allah alone, without any partners and he is doing this by the 
permission of Allah. At the same time, he is not asking them for any reward for this work. He 
invites whomever he meets, whether of nobility or low class. Therefore, whoever responds 
favorably, then he has achieved salvation. He also explains that he has no power to manipulate 
the hidden treasures of Allah, nor does he have any knowledge of the Unseen, except what 
Allah has allowed him to know. Likewise, he is not an angel, rather, he is merely a human 
Messenger aided with miracles. Nuh goes on to say, "I do not say about these people whom you 
(disbelievers) detest and look down upon, that Allah will not reward them for their deeds. 
Allah knows best what is in their souls. If they are believers in their hearts, as their condition 
appears to be outwardly, then they will have a good reward. If anyone behaves evilly with 
them after they have believed, then he is a wrongdoer who speaks what he has no knowledge 
of. 



(32. They said: "0 Nuh! You have disputed with us, and much have you prolonged the dispute 
with us, now bring upon us what you threaten us with, if you are of the truthful.") (33. He said: 
"Only Allah will bring it (the punishment) on you, if He wills, and then you will escape not.) 
(34. "And my advice will not profit you, even if I wish to give you good counsel, if Allah's will is 
to keep you astray. He is your Lord! and to Him you shall return.") 



The People's Request of Nuh to bring the Torment and His Response 

to Them 

Allah, the Exalted, informsthat the people of Nuh sought to hasten Allah's vengeance, torment, 
anger and the trial (His punishment). This is based on their saying, 



(They said: "0 Nuh! You have disputed with us and much have you prolonged the dispute with 
us...") They meant by this, "You (Nuh) have argued with us long enough, and we are still not 
going to follow you." 



(now bring upon us what you threaten us with,) What he (Nuh) promised is referring to the 
vengeance and torment (from Allah). They were actually saying, "9upplicate against us however 
you wish, and let whatever you have supplicated come to us." 



("...if you are of the truthful." (In reply to this,) He said: "Only Allah will bring it (the 
punishment) on you, if He wills, and then you will escape not.) 11:32-33 This means, 'It is only 
Allah Who can punish you and hasten your punishment for you. He is the One from Whom 
nothing escapes. ' 



(And my advice will not profit you, even if I wish to give you good counsel, if Allah's will is to 
keep you astray.) This means: something that could be useful to you (in acceptance) of my 
preaching to you, warning you and advising you. 



(if Allah's will isto keep you astray.) This means: your deception and your ultimate destruction. 



(He is your Lord! and to Him you shall return.) He is the Owner of the finality of all matters. He 
is the Controller, the Judge, the Most Just and He does not do any injustice. Unto Him belongs 



the creation and the command. He is the Originator and the Repeater (of the creation). He is 
the Owner of this life and the Hereafter. 



(35. Or they (the pagans of Makkah) say: "He has fabricated it." Say: "If I have fabricated it, 
upon me be my crimes, but I am innocent of (all) those crimes which you commit.) 



An Interruption to verify the Truthfulness of the Prophet 

This is presented in the middle of the story to affirm the story itself. It is as if Allah, the 
Exalted, is saying to Muhammad , "Or do these obstinate disbelievers say that he fabricated this 
and invented it himself" 



(Say: "If I have fabricated it, upon me be my crimes...") This means: such sin would be mine 
alone. 



(but I am innocent of (all) those crimes which you commit.) This story is not invented, or 
fabricated falsely. Because he (the Prophet) knows better the punishment of Allah for one who 
lies on Allah. 



(36. And it was revealed to Nuh: "None of your people will believe except those who have 
believed already. So be not sad because of what they used to do.) (37. "And construct the ship 
under Our Eyes and with Our revelation, and address Me not on behalf of those who did wrong; 
they are surely to be drowned.") (38. And as he was constructing the ship, whenever the chiefs 
of his people passed by him, they mocked at him. He said: "If you mock at us, so do we mock at 
you likewise for your mocking.") (39. "And you will know who it is on whom will come a torment 
that will cover him with disgrace and on whom will fall a lasting torment.") 



The Revelation to Nuh concerning what would happen to the 
People and the Command to prepare for It 

Allah, the Exalted, sent revelation to Nuh when his people hastened the vengeance and 
punishment of Allah upon themselves. Then, Nuh supplicated against them, as Allah 
mentioned, when He said; 



(My Lord! Leave not one of the disbelievers inhabiting the earth!) 71:26 And he said, 



(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!") 54:10 At this point 
Allah revealed to him, 



(None of your people will believe except those who have believed already.) Therefore, do not 
grieve over them and do not be concerned with their affair. 



(And construct the ship.) The word Fulk here means ship. 



(under Our Eyes) This means under Our vision. 



(and with Our revelation,) This means, "We will teach you (Nuh) what to do. 



(and address Me not on behalf of those who did wrong; they are surely to be drowned.) 
Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned from the Tawrah, "Allah commanded him (Nuh) to make it (the 
ship) from Indian oak wood. Then He commanded him to make its length eighty cubits and its 
width fifty cubits. Allah then commanded him to coat its interior and exterior with tar and to 
make it with a slanted bow to part the water (as it sailed). Its height was thirty cubits into the 
sky. It had three levels and each level was ten cubits high. The lowest level was for the 
animals, both tame and wild, the second level was for the human beings and the highest level 
was for the birds. Its door was in the center of it and it had a cover on top of it that covered 
the entire ship. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And as he was constructing the ship, whenever the chiefs of his people passed by him, they 
mocked at him.) This means that they teased him and rejected his threat that they would 
drown (in the forthcoming flood). 



(He said: "If you mock at us, so do we mock at you likewise...") This is a severe threat and a 
serious warning. 



(who it is on whom will come a torment that will cover him with disgrace) This means that it 
(the torment) will humiliate him in this life. 



(and on whom will fall a lasting torment.) that is continuous and everlasting. 



(40. (So it was) till when Our command came and the oven gushed forth (water like fountains 
from the earth). We said: "Embark therein, of each kind two (male and female), and your 
family -- except him against whom the Word has already gone forth -- and those who believe. 
And none believed with him, except a few.") 



The beginning of the Flood and Nuh loads Every Creature in Pairs 

upon the Ship 

This was the promise of Allah to Nuh , when the command of Allah came, the rain was 
continuous and there was a severe storm which did not slacken or subside, as Allah said, 



(So We opened the gates of the heaven with water pouring forth. And We caused springs to 
gush forth from the earth. So the waters (of the heaven and the earth) met for a matter 
predestined. And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks and nails. Floating under Our Eyes: 
a reward for him who had been rejected!) 54:11-14 In reference to Allah's statement, 



(and the oven gushed forth.) It is related from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "At-Tannur is the face 
of the earth." This verse means that the face of the earth became gushing water springs. This 
continued until the water gushed forth from the Tananir, which are places of fire. Therefore, 
water even gushed from the places where fire normally would be. This is the opinion of the 
majority of the Salaf (predecessors) and the scholars of the Khalaf (later generations). At this 
point, Allah commanded Nuh to select one pair from every kind of creature possessing a soul, 
and load them on the ship. Some said that this included other creatures as well, such as pairs 
of plants, male and female. It has also been said that the first of the birds to enter the ship 
was the parrot, and the last of the animals to enter was the donkey. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(and your family -- except him against whom the Word has already gone forth) This means, 
"Load your family upon the ship." This is referring to the members of his household and his 
relatives, except him against whom the Word has already gone forth, for they did not believe 
in Allah. Among them was the son of Nuh, Yam, who went in hermitage. Among them was the 
wife of Nuh who was a disbeliever in Allah and His Messenger. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and those who believe.) from your people. 



(And none believed with him, except a few.) This means that only a very small number 
believed, even after the long period of time that he (Nuh) was among them -- nine hundred and 
fifty years. It is reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "They were eighty people including 
their women." 



(41. And he said: "Embark therein: in the Name of Allah will be its (moving) course and its 
(resting) anchorage. Surely, my Lord is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (42. So it (the ship) 
sailed with them amidst waves like mountains, and Nuh called out to his son, who had 
separated himself (apart): "0 my son! Embark with us and be not with the disbelievers.") (43. 
The son replied: "I will betake myself to some mountain, it will save me from the water." Nuh 
said: "This day there is no savior from the decree of Allah except him on whom He has mercy." 
And waves came in between them, so he (the son) was among the drowned.) 



The riding upon the Ship and Its sailing through the huge Waves 

Allah, the Exalted, says concerning Nuh, that he said to those whom he was commanded to 
carry them with him in the ship, 



(Embark therein: in the Name of Allah will be its (moving) course and its (resting) anchorage.) 
This means that its sailing upon the surface of the water, the end of its journeying and its 
anchoring, would all be with the Name of Allah. Abu Raja' Al-' Utaridi recited it, ( 

) "In the Name of Allah, Who will be the One Who moves its course, and rests its anchor." 
Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: "All the 
praises and thanks are to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers. And 
say: "My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those who 
bring to land.") 23:28-29 For this reason, it is preferred to mention the Name of Allah 
(Bismillah) at the beginning of all affairs. The Name of Allah should be mentioned when 
boarding a ship, or when mounting an animal. This is as Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And Who has created all the pairs and has appointed for you ships and cattle on which you 
ride, in order that you may mount on their backs.) 43:12-13 This practice (mentioning Allah's 
Name) has been encouraged in the Sunnah and is considered a preferred act. A discussion 
concerning this is forthcoming in the explanation of Surat Az-Zukhruf (43), if Allah wills. In 
reference to Allah's statement, 



(Surely, my Lord is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Such statement is suitable while mentioning 
(His) vengeance upon the disbelievers by drowning all of them. Therefore, he (Nuh) mentions 
that His Lord is Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
7:167 He also says, 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind inspite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is (also) severe in punishment.) 13:6 Likewise, there are many other verses that 
combine Allah's mercy and His vengeance. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(So it sailed with them amidst waves like mountains,) This meansthat the ship sailed with them 
upon the surface of the water, which had completely covered the earth until it encompassed 
the tops of the mountains and even rose over them by a height of fifteen cubits. It was also 
said that the waves rose over the mountains by a height of eighty miles. Yet, this ship 
continued to move upon the water, sailing by the permission of Allah. It moved under His 
shade, His help, His protection and His blessing. This is as Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the ship. That We might make 
it an admonition for you and it might be retained by the retaining ears.) 69:11-12 Allah also 
said, 



(And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks and nails, floating under Our Eyes: a reward for 
him who had been rejected! And indeed, We have left this as a sign. Then isthere any that will 
remember (or receive admonition)) 54:13-15 



The Story of the drowning of Nuh's Disbelieving Son 

Allah continues the story, saying, 



(and Nuh called out to his son,) This was the fourth son of Nuh. His name was Yam and he was 
a disbeliever. His father, Nuh, called him at the time of boarding the ship, that he might 
believe and embark with them. If he did so, he would be saved from drowning like the other 
disbelievers. 



(The son replied: "I will betake myself to some mountain, it will save me from the water.") He 
believed, in his ignorance, that the flood would not reach the tops of the mountains and that if 
he clung to the top of a mountain, he would be saved from drowning. His father, Nuh, said to 
him, 



(This day there is no savior from the decree of Allah except him on whom He has mercy.) This 
meansthat nothing will be saved today from the command of Allah. 



(And waves came in between them, so he (the son) was among the drowned.) 



(44. And it was said: "0 earth! Swallow up your water, and sky! Withhold (your rain)." And 
the water was made to subside and the decree was fulfilled. And it rested on (Mount) Judi, and 
it was said: "Away with the people who are wrongdoing!") 



The End of the Flood 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that when the people of the earth were all drowned, except for the 
people on the ship, He commanded the earth to swallow its water, which had sprang from it 
and gathered upon it. Then He commanded the sky to cease raining. 



(And the water was made to subside) This means that it (the water) began to decrease. 



(and the decree was fulfilled.) This means that all of those who disbelieved in Allah were 
removed from the people of the earth. Not a single one of them remained upon the earth. 



(And it (the ship) rested) This is referring to the ship and those who were in it. 



(on (Mount) Judi.) Mujahid said, "Judi is a mountain in Al-Jazirah (Northwest Mesopotamia) 
where the mountains sought to tower above each other on the day of the drowning. On that 
day of destruction, all the mountains sought to be higher (to avoid being overcome by the 
water). However, this mountain (Judi) humbled itself for Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, and 
therefore it was not drowned. This is why Nuh's ship anchored upon it." Qatadah said, "The ship 
rested upon it (Mount Judi) for a month before they (the people) came down from it. " Qatadah 
also said, "Allah made Nuh's ship remain on Mount Judi in the land of Al-Jazirah, as a lesson and 
a sign." Even the early generations of this Ummah saw it. How many ships are there that have 
come after it and have been destroyed and became dust 



(and it was said: "Away with the people who are wrongdoing!") means destruction and loss for 
them. The term "away with" here implies being far away from the mercy of Allah. For verily, 
they were destroyed to the last of them, and none of them survived. 



(45. And Nuh called upon his Lord and said, "0 my Lord! Verily, my son is of my family! And 
certainly, Your promise istrue, and You are the Most Just of the judges.") (46. He said: "ONuh! 
Surely, he is not of your family; verily, his work is unrighteous, so ask not of Me that of which 
you have no knowledge! I admonish you, lest you should be one of the ignorant.") (47. Nuh said: 
"O my Lord! I seek refuge with You from asking You that of which I have no knowledge. And 
unless You forgive me and have mercy on me, I would indeed be one of the losers.") 



A Return to the Story of the Son of Nuh and mentioning what 
transpired between Nuh and Allah concerning Him 

This was a request for information and an inquiry from Nuh concerning the cirumstances of his 
son's drowning. 



(and said, "0 my Lord! Verily, my son is of my family!") This means, "Verily, You promised to 
save my family and Your promise is the truth that does not fail. Therefore, how can he (my 
son) be drowned and You are the Most Just of the judges" 



(He (Allah) said: "0 Nuh! Surely, he is not of your family...") This means, "He (your son) is not of 
those whom I promised to save. I only promised you that I would save those of your family who 
believe." For this reason Allah said, 



l(and your family except him against whom the Word has already gone forth.) 11:40 Thus, for 
his son, it had already been decreed that he would be drowned due to his disbelief and his 
opposition to his father, the Prophet of Allah, Nuh peace be upon him. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Surely, he is not of your family;) meaning that he (Nuh's son) was not among those whom Allah 
promised to save. x Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "He was the son of Nuh, but he 
opposed him in deeds and intention." ' Ikrimah said in some of the modes of recitation it said 
here, ( ) "Verily, he (Nuh's son) worked deedsthat were not righteous." 



(48. It was said: "0 Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with peace from Us and blessings on you 
and on the people who are with you (and on some of their offspring), but (there will be other) 
people to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a time), but in the end a painful torment 
will reach them from Us.") 



The Command to descend from the Ship with Peace and Blessings 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of what was said to Nuh when the ship anchored on Mount Judi, 
peace be upon him, peace were sent upon him and the believers with him. This salutation was 
also for every believer from his progeny until the Day of Resurrection. Muhammad bin Ka' b 
said, "Every male and female believer until the Day of Resurrection is included in this 
salutation of peace. Likewise, every male and female disbeliever until the Day of Resurrection 
is included in this promise of torment and pleasure. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "When Allah 
wanted to stop the flood, He sent a wind upon the face of the earth that caused the water to 
be still. Then the springs of the earth were closed off from the great flooding and the pouring 
(rain) from the sky halted. Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And it was said: "0 earth! Swallow up your water...") 1 1 :44 Thus, the water began decreasing 
and subsiding until the ship settled on Mount Judi. The People of the Tawrah (the Jews) claim 
that this occurred during the seventh month (of the year) and it lasted for seventeen nights. 
Then, on the first day of the tenth month, he (Nuh) saw the mountain tops. Then after forty 
more days, Nuh opened the small window in the roof of the ship and he sent a raven out to see 
what the water had done. However, the raven did not return to him. Then, he sent a pigeon 
out but it returned to him without finding any place (land) to put its two feet down. He 
extended his hand out of the ship and the pigeon grabbed his hand so that Nuh could pull it 
back into the ship. Then, after seven more days passed, he sent the pigeon out again to 
investigate for him. The pigeon returned in the evening with a leaf from an olive tree in its 
mouth. From this, Nuh knew that the water had decreased from the face of the earth. He 
remained in the ship for seven more days before he sent the pigeon out again. This time the 
pigeon did not return to him, so he knew that the earth had appeared. Thus, a year was 
completed from the time that Allah sent the flood, until the time of Nuh sending the pigeon. 
The first day of the first month of the second year began when the face of the earth appeared 
and land became visible. This is when Nuh uncovered the opening of the ship. During the 
second month of the second year, after twenty six nights, 



(It was said: "0 Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with peace from Us) 



(49. This is of the news of the Unseen which We reveal unto you; neither you nor your people 
knew it before this. So be patient. Surely, the (good) end isfor those who have Taqwa.) 



The Explanation of These Stories is a Proof of the Revelation of 

Allah to His Messenger 

Allah, the Exalted, says to His Prophet concerning these stories and their like, 



(of the news of the Unseen) from the information of the unseen of the past. Allah revealed it 
to you (the Prophet ) in the way that it occurred, as if he witnessed it himself. 



(which We reveal unto you;) This means, "We teach it to you (Muhammad) as revelation from 
Usto you." 



(neither you nor your people knew it before this.) This means that neither you (Muhammad ) 
nor anyone of your people, have any knowledge of this. This is so that no one who rejects you 
can say that you learned it from him. Rather, it was Allah Who informed you of it in conformity 
with the true situation (of the story), just as the Books of the Prophets who were before you 
testify to. Therefore, you should be patient with the rejection of your people and their 
harming you. For verily, We shall help you and surround you with Our aid. Then, We will make 
the (good) end for you and those who follow you in this life and the Hereafter. This is what We 
did with the Messengers when We helped them against their enemies. 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe.) Allah also said, 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily, 
would be made triumphant.) 37:171-172 Then, Allah says, 



(So be patient. Surely, the (good) end is for those who have Taqwa.) 



(50. And to the ' Ad (people We sent) their brother Hud. He said, "O my people! Worship Allah! 
You have no other god but Him. Certainly, you do nothing but invent lies!) (51. "0 my people I 
ask of you no reward for it (the Message). My reward is only from Him Who created me. Will 
you not then understand") (52. "And my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent 
to Him, He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain, and add strength to your strength, so do 
not turn away as criminals.") 



The Story of Prophet Hud and the People of ' Ad 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And) This is an introductory to what is implied: "Verily, We sent. 



(to the ' Ad (people) their brother Hud.) Hud came to them commanding them to worship Allah 
alone, without any associates. He forbade them from worshipping the idols which they made 
up, inventing names as gods. He informed them that he did not want any reward from them for 
his sincere advising and conveying of Allah's Message. He only sought his reward from Allah, the 
One Who created him. 



(Will you not then understand) Someone has come calling you to what will benefit your 
situation in this life and the Hereafter without asking for any wage (from them). Then he 
commanded them to seek the forgiveness of the One Who is capable of expiating previous sins. 
He also commanded them to repent for that which they may do in the future. Whoever has 
these characteristics, Allah will make his sustenance easy for him, grant him ease in his affairs 
and guard over his situation. For this reason Allah says, 



(He will send you (from the sky) abundant rain,) 



(53. They said: "O Hud! No evidence have you brought us, and we shall not leave our gods for 
your (mere) saying! And we are not believers in you.) (54. All that we say is that some of our 
gods (false deities) have seized you with evil (madness). He said: "I call Allah to witness and 
bear you witness that I am free from that which you ascribe as partners in worship, ) (55. 
Besides Him (Allah). 3d plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite.") (56. I put my trust 
in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its 
forelock. Verily, my Lord is on the straight path (the truth).) 



The Conversation between (the People of) ' Ad and Hud 



Allah, the Exalted, informsthat they said to their Prophet, 



(No evidence have you brought us.) This means that they claimed that Hud had not brought 
them any proof or evidence for what he claimed. 



(and we shall not leave our gods for your (mere) saying!) They were saying how could his mere 
statement, "Leave these gods," be sufficient proof for them to leave their idols 



(and we are not believers in you.) This means that they did not believe what he was saying was 
true. 



(All that we say is that some of our gods have seized you with evil.) They were saying, "We 
think that some of our idols have afflicted you with madness and insanity in your intellect 
because you are trying to stop them from being worshipped and defame them." 



(He said: "I call Allah to witness and bear you witness, that I am free from that which you 
ascribe as partners in worship besides Him (Allah).) 11:54-55 Here, he is saying, "Verily, I am 
innocent of all of the rivals and idols (that you associate with Allah). 



(So plot against me, all of you,) you and your gods if they are true. 



(and give me no respite.) the blinking of an eye." Then, Allah says, 



(I put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the 
grasp of its forelock.) Every creature is under His (Allah's) power and His authority. He is the 
Best Judge, the Most Just, Who does not do any injustice in His ruling. For verily, He is upon 
the straight path. Verily, this argument contains a far-reaching proof and absolute evidence of 
the truthfulness of what Hud had come to them with. It also proves the falsehood of them 
worshipping idols that could not benefit nor harm them. Rather, these idols were inanimate 
objects that could not hear, see, befriend, or make enmity. The only One Who is worthy of 
having worship directed solely towards Him is Allah alone, without any partners. He is the One 
in Whose Hand is the sovereignty and He is in control of all things. There is nothing except that 
it is under His owner- ship, power and authority. Thus, there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Him and there is no Lord other than Him. 



(57. So if you turn away, still I have conveyed the Message with which I was sent to you. My 
Lord will make another people succeed you, and you will not harm Him in the least. Surely, my 
Lord is Guardian over all things.) (58. And when Our commandment came, We saved Hud and 
those who believed with him by a mercy from Us, and We saved them from a severe torment.) 
(59. Such were the people of 'Ad. They rejected the Ayat of their Lord and disobeyed His 
Messengers, and followed the command of every proud, obstinate (oppressor of the truth from 
their leaders).) (60. And they were pursued by a curse in this world and (so they will be) on the 
Day of Resurrection. No doubt! Verily, 'Ad disbelieved in their Lord. So away with 'Ad, the 
people of Hud.) Hud says to them, "If you turn away from that which I have brought to you in 



reference to worship of Allah, Who is your Lord alone, without any partners, then the proof has 
been established against you. This is because I have conveyed the Message of Allah to you, 
which He has sent me with." 



(My Lord will make another people succeed you, ) This refers to a group of people who will 
worship Allah alone, without associating anything with Him. This also implies that the 
polyt heists do not bother Allah and they do not harm Him in the least with their disbelief. To 
the contrary, their disbelief merely harmstheir own selves. 



(Surely, my Lord is Guardian over all things.) This means that Allah is a Witness and Guardian 
over the statements of His servants and their actions. He will give them due recompense for 
their actions. If they do good deeds, He will reward them with good. If they do evil, He will 
punish them with evil. 



The Destruction of the People of ' Ad and the Salvation of Those 

among Them Who believed 



(And when Our commandment came,) This is referring to the barren wind with which Allah 
destroyed them, to the very last of them. The mercy and kindness of Allah, the Exalted saved 
Hud and his followers from thisterrible punishment. 



g(Such were ' Ad (people). They rejected the Ayat of their Lord) This meansthey disbelieved in 
the proofs and revelations (of Allah) and they disobeyed the Messengers of Allah. This is due to 
the fact that whoever disbelieves in a Prophet, then verily, he has disbelieved in all of the 
Prophets, peace be upon them. There is no difference between any one of them, in the sense 
that it is necessary to believe in all of them. Therefore, 'Ad disbelieved in Hud and their 
disbelief was considered disbelief in all of the Messengers. 



(and followed the command of every proud, obstinate.) This means that they abandoned 
following their rightly guided Messenger and they followed the command of every proud, 
obstinate person. Thus, they were followed in this life by a curse from Allah and His believing 
servants whenever they are mentioned. On the Day of Resurrection a call will be made against 
them in front of witnesses. 



(Verily, ' Ad disbelieved in their Lord.) 



(61. And to Thamud (people We sent) their brother Salih. He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah: 
you have no other god but Him. He brought you forth from the earth and settled you therein, 
then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance. Certainly, my Lord is Near (to all by 
His knowledge), Responsive.") 



The Story of Salih and the People of Thamud 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And) This is an introduction to that which is implied, "Verily, We sent." 



(to Thamud) They were a group of people who were living in cities carved from the rocks, 
between Tabuk and Al-Madinah (in Arabia). They lived after the people of ' Ad, so Allah sent to 
them, 



(their brother Salih.) He (Salih) commanded them to worship Allah alone. He said to them, 



(He brought you forth from the earth) This means: ' He began your creation from it (the earth). 
From it He created your father, Adam.' 



(and settled you therein,) This means: ' He made you prosperous in the earth. You are settled 
in it and you treasure it.' 



(then ask forgiveness) ' This is in reference to your previous sins. 



(and turn to Him in repentance.) ' This is in reference to the future.' 



(Certainly, my Lord is Near (to all by His knowledge), Responsive.) This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And when My servants ask you concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed Near (to them 
by My knowledge). I respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he callson Me.) 2:186 



(62. They said: "O Salih! You have been among us as a figure of good hope until this! Do you 
(now) forbid us the worship of what our fathers have worshipped But we are really in grave 



doubt as to that to which you invite us.") (63. He said: "0 my people! Tell me, if I have a clear 
proof from my Lord, and there has come to me a mercy from Him, who then can help me 
against Allah, if I were to disobey Him Then you increase me not but in loss.") 



The Conversation between Salih and the People of Thamud 

Allah, the Exalted, mentions what transpired in the discussion between Salih and his people. 
Allah informs of their ignorance and obstinacy in their statement, 



(You have been among us as a figure of good hope till this!) They were saying in this, "We had 
hope in your strong intellect before you began saying what you have said." 



(Do you (now) forbid us the worship of what our fathers have worshipped) "what those who 
were before us were upon." 



(But we are really in grave doubt as to that which you invite us.) This alludes to the great 
amount of doubt that they had. 



(He said: "O my people! Tell me, if I have a clear proof from my Lord...") * In reference to what 
He (Allah) has sent me with to you, I am upon conviction and sure evidence.' 



(and there has come to me a mercy from Him, who then can help me against Allah, if I were to 
disobey Him) * and abandon calling you to the truth and the worship of Allah alone. If I did so, 
you would not be able to bring me any benefit, nor increase me 



(but in loss.)' This means loss and ruin. 



(64. "And my people! This she-camel of Allah is a sign to you, so leave her to graze in Allah's 
land, and touch her not with evil, lest a near torment should seize you.") (65. But they 
slaughtered her. So he said: "Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a promise (a 
threat) that will not be belied.") (66. 3d when Our commandment came, We saved Salih and 
those who believed with him by a mercy from Us, and from the disgrace of that Day. Verily, 
your Lord -- He is the All-Strong, the All-Mighty.) (67. And As-Sayhah (awful cry) overtook the 
wrongdoers, so they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes.) (68. As if they had never lived there. 
No doubt! Verily, Thamud disbelieved in their Lord. So away with Thamud!) A discussion of this 
story has already preceded in Surat Al-A' raf and it is sufficient without having to be repeated 
here. Allah is the Giver of success. 



(69. And verily, there came Our messengers to Ibrahim with the glad tidings. They said: 
"Salaman (greetings or peace!)" He answered, "Salamun (greetings or peace!)," and he hastened 
to entertain them with a roasted calf.) (70. But when he saw their hands went not towards it 
(the meal), he mistrusted them, and conceived a fear of them. They said: "Fear not, we have 
been sent against the people of Lut.") (71. And his wife was standing (there), and she laughed. 
But We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq, and after Ishaq, of Ya'qub.) (72. She said (in 
astonishment): "Woe unto me! Shall I bear a child while I am an old woman, and here is my 
husband an old man Verily, this is a strange thing!") (73. They said: "Do you wonder at the 
decree of Allah The mercy of Allah and His blessings be on you, the family of Ibrahim . 
Surely, He (Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.") 



The Coming of the Angels to Ibrahim and Their Glad Tidings to Him 

of Ishaq and Ya qub 



Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And verily, there came Our messengers) The word "messengers" here means angels. 



(to Ibrahim with the glad tidings.) It has been said that the word "the glad tidings" means, 
"Receive the glad tidings of Ishaq." Others have said that it means, "The destruction of the 
people of Prophet Lut." The proof of the correctness of the first view is in Allah's statement, 



(Then when the fear had gone away from (the mind of) Ibrahim, and the glad tidings had 
reached him, he began to plead with Us for the people of Lut.) 11:74 



(They said: "Salaman." He answered, "Salamun.") This means, "Upon you." The scholars of 
explanation have said, "Ibrahim's reply of ' Salamun' was better than that with which they had 
greeted him with, because the subjective case (Salamun instead of Salaman) alludes to 
affirmation and eternity. " 



(and he hastened to entertain them with a roasted calf.) This means that he (Ibrahim) left with 
haste in order to bring them food, as a host. The food that he brought was a calf. The word 
Hanidh means roasted upon heated stones. This meaning has been reported from Ibn 'Abbas, 
Qatadah and others. This is as Allah has said in another verse, 



(Then he turned to his household, and brought out a roasted calf. And placed it before them 
(saying): "Will you not eat") 51:26-27 This verse contains many aspects of the etiquettes of 
hosting guests. 



(But when he saw their hands went not towards it (the meal), he mistrusted them,) This means 
that he felt estranged from them. 



(and conceived a fear of them.) This is because angels are not concerned with food. They do 
not desire it, nor do they eat it. Therefore, when Ibrahim saw them reject the food that he had 
brought them, without tasting any of it at all, he felt a mistrust of them. 



(and conceived a fear of them. ) As-Suddi said, "When Allah sent the angels to the people of 
Lut, they set out walking in the form of young men, until they came to Ibrahim and they were 
hosted by him. When Ibrahim saw them, he rushed to host them. 



(Then he turned to his household, and brought out a roasted calf.) 51:26 He slaughtered it 
(the calf), roasted it on hot stones and brought it to them. Then, he sat down with them, when 
he placed it before them, (saying): ' Will you not eat' They said, ' O Ibrahim! Verily, we do not 
eat food without a price.' Ibrahim then said, ' Verily, this food has a price.' They said, ' What is 
its price' He said, 'You must mention the Name of Allah over it before eating it and praise Allah 
upon finishing it.' Jibril then looked at Mika'il and said, 'This man has the right that his Lord 
should take him as an intimate friend.' 



(But when he saw their hands went not towards it (the meal), he mistrusted them,) When 
Ibrahim saw that they were not eating, he became scared and frightened by them. Then, when 
Sarah looked and saw that he was honoring them, she began to serve them and she was 
laughing. She said, 'What amazing guests we have. We serve them ourselves, showing them 
respect and they do not eat our food."' Then, concerning Allah's statement about the angels, 



(They said: "Fear not,") They were saying, "Do not be afraid of us. Verily, we are angels sent to 
the people of Lut in order to destroy them." Then, Sarah laughed in delight of the good news of 
their destruction. This is because they had caused much corruption and their disbelief was 
severe. For this reason, she was rewarded with the glad tidings of a son, even after her 
despair. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and after Ishaq, of Ya'qub.) This means that the son that she was going to have would have a 
son (her grandson) who would succeed him and beget many children. For verily, Ya'qub was 
the son of Ishaq, just as Allah says in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya'qub When he said unto his sons, "What will 
you worship after me" They said, "We shall worship your God, the God of your fathers, Ibrahim, 
Isma'il, Ishaq, One God, and to him we submit.") 2:133 From this point in this verse there is 
an evidence for those who say that Isma' il was the son of Ibrahim who was to be sacrificed. It 
could not have been Ishaq, because the glad tidings were given that he would have a son born 
to him named Ya'qub. So how could Ibrahim be commanded to sacrifice him when he was a 
small child and there had not been born to him a child yet, named Ya'qub, who was promised 
The promise of Allah is true and there is no breaking of Allah's promise. Therefore, it is not 



possible that Ibrahim was to sacrifice this child (Ishaq) with the condition being as it was. This 
makes it clear that Isma'il was the son that was to be sacrificed and this is the best, most 
correct and clearest evidence of that. And all praise is due to Allah. 9 



(She said (in astonishment): "Woe unto me! Shall I bear a child while I am an old woman, and 
here is my husband an old man") Allah speaks of her statement in thisverse, just as He spoke of 
her action in another verse. 



(Then his wife came forward with a loud voice: she smote her face, and said: "A barren old 
woman!") 51:29 This wasthe custom of the women in their speech and actions when they were 
expressing amazement. 



(Then said: "Do you wonder at the decree of Allah") This means that the angels were saying to 
her, "Do not be amazed at the command of Allah, for verily, whenever He wants something, He 
merely says ' Be' and it is. So do not be amazed at this, even though you are old and barren and 
your husband is a very old man. Verily, Allah is able to do whatever He wills." 



(The mercy of Allah and His blessing be on you, the family (of Ibrahim). Surely, He (Allah) is 
All -Praiseworthy, All -Glorious.) This means that He is the Most Praiseworthy in all of His actions 
and statements. He is praised and glorified in His Attributes and His Self. For this reason, it is 
confirmed in the two Sahihs that they (the Prophet's Companions) said, "Verily, we already 
know how to greet you with Salam (peace), but how do we send Salah (prayer) upon you, 
Messenger of Allah" He said, 



» 



« 

(Say, "0 Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, just as You have 
sent prayers upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. And bless Muhammad and the family of 
Muhammad, just as You have blessed the family of Ibrahim. Truly, You are the All- 
Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.") 



(74. Then when the fear had gone away from (the mind of) Ibrahim, and the glad tidings had 
reached him, he began to plead with Us (Our messengers) for the people of Lut.) (75. Verily, 
Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Allah with humility, and was 
repentant.) (76. "0 Ibrahim! Forsake this. Indeed, the commandment of your Lord has gone 
forth. Verily, there will come a torment for them which cannot be turned back.") 



The Dispute of Ibrahim over the People of Lut 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of what happened after the fright of Ibrahim left him and he felt no 
more fear of the angels when they refused to eat. After this, they gave him the glad tidings of 
the birth of a son and the destruction of the people of Lut. When they told him of this, he 
spoke to them as Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated concerning this verse. Sa' id said: When Jibril and 
the other angels who were with him came to Ibrahim, they said, 



(Verily, we are going to destroy the people of this town.) Ibrahim said to them, "Will you 
destroy a town that has three hundred believers in it" They said, "No." He then said, "Will you 
destroy a town that has two hundred believers in it" They said, "No." He said, "Will you destroy 
a town that has forty believers in it" They said, "No." He then said, "Thirty" They still replied, 
"No." This continued until he said, "Five" They said, "No." Then he said, "What do you think if 
there is one Muslim man in the town, would you destroy it" They said, "No." With this, Ibrahim 
said, 



(But there is Lut in it. They said: "We know better who is there. We will verily, save him and 
his family except his wife.") Therefore, Ibrahim remained silent and his soul was at rest. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Alllah with humility, and was 
repentant (to Allah).) 11:75 This is a commendation for Ibrahim because of these beautiful 
characteristics. Then Allah says, 



(0 Ibrahim! Forsake this. Indeed, the commandment of your Lord has gone forth.) This means 
the decree was settled concerning them and the Word was already given that they should be 
destroyed. The evil torment was coming to them, that cannot be averted from wicked people. 



(77. And when Our messengers came to Lut, he was grieved on account of them and was 
concerned for them. He said: "This is a distressful day.") (78. And his people came rushing 
towards him, and since aforetime they used to commit crimes, he said: "0 my people! Here are 
my daughters, they are purer for you. 3d have Taqwa of Allah and disgrace me not with regard 



to my guests! Is there not among you a single right-minded man") (79. They said: "Surely, you 
know that we have no need of your daughters, and indeed you know well what we want!") 



The Coming of the Angels to Lut, His Grief, and His Discussion with 

His People 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about the coming of His messenger angels. After they informed 
Ibrahim of their mission to destroy the people of Lut, they left him and set out to destroy Lut's 
people that very night. After leaving Ibrahim, they came to Lut. Some say that they came to 
him while he was on a piece of land that belonged to him. Others say that they came to him 
while he was in his home. They approached him while they were in the most handsome of 
forms. They appeared in the forms of young men with handsome faces. This was a test from 
Allah that contained much wisdom and a firm evidence. Their appearance saddened him (Lut) 
and he felt grief in his soul because of them. He was afraid that if he did not host them as his 
guests, someone else of his people would host them and harm them. 



(He said: "This is a distressful day.") Ibn 'Abbas and others said that this means, "A severe test 
for him." This was because he knew that he would have to defend them and it would cause 
great problems for him. Qatadah said, "They came to him while he was on a piece of land that 
belonged to him. They requested him to host them. He agreed, but he was shy of them and he 
walked in front of them. On the way to his home he said to them in attempt to convince them 
to go away, ' By Allah, I do not know any people on the face of the earth more wicked and 
disgusting than these people of this town.' Then he walked on a little further. Then he 
repeated the same statement to them. He continued doing this until he had repeated the same 
thing four times." Then Qatadah said, "They were ordered not to destroy them until their 
Prophet testified against them of this." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(rushing towards him.) meaning, they made haste and rushed due to their delight of this (new 
young men). Concerning the statement, 



(and since aforetime they used to commit crimes.) This means that this did not cease being 
their behavior until they were seized (by Allah's torment) and they were still in the same 
condition. 



(He said: "0 my people! Here are my daughters (the women of the nation), they are purer for 
you...") This was his attempt to direct them to their women, for verily the Prophet is like a 
father for his nation. Therefore, he tries to guide them to that which is better for them in this 
life and the Hereafter. This is similar to his statement to them in another verse, 



(Go you in unto the males of the nation, and leave those whom Allah has created for you to be 
your wives Nay, you are a trespassing people!) 26:165-166 Allah said in another verse, 



(They (the people of the city) said: "Did we not forbid you from entertaining any of the 
" Alamin") 15:70 This means, "Didn't we forbid you from hosting men (male) guests" 



( Lut said: "These (the girls of the nation) are my daughters, if you must act (so)." Verily, by 
your life, in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) 15:71-72 Then, Allah said, 
in this noble verse, 



(Here are my daughters, they are purer for you.) Mujahid said, "Actually, they were not his 
daughters, but they were from among his nation. Every Prophet is like a father to his nation." A 
similar statement has been reported from Qatadah and others. Concerning the statement, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah and disgrace me not with regard to my guests!) This means, "Accept 
what I command you by limiting the fulfillment of your desires to your women." 



(Is there not among you a single right-minded man) This means, "Is there not a good man 
among you who will accept what I am enjoining upon you and abandon what I have forbidden 
for you" 



(They said: "Surely, you know that we have no need of your daughters...") This means, "Verily, 
you know that we do not want our women, nor do we desire them." 



(and indeed you know well what we want!) This means, "We only want males and you know 
that. So what need isthere for you to continue speaking to us about this" 



(80. He said: "Would that I had strength to overpower you, or that I could betake myself to 
some powerful support.") (81. They (messengers) said: "0 Lut! Verily, we are the messengers 
from your Lord! They shall not reach you! So travel with your family in a part of the night, and 
let not any of you look back; but your wife (will remain behind), verily, the punishment which 
will afflict them, will afflict her. Indeed, morning is their appointed time. Is not the morning 
near") 



Lut's Inability, His Desire for Strength and the Angels' Informing Him 

of the Reality 

Allah, the Exalted says that Lut was threatening them with his statement, 



(Would that I had strength (men) to overpower you,) meaning, ' I would surely have made an 
example of you and done (harm) to you from myself and my family.' In this regard, there is a 
Hadith which is reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 
« 



» 



« 



(May Allah's mercy be upon Lut, for verily, he betook himself to a powerful support -- meaning 
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. Allah did not send any Prophet after him, except amidst an 
influential family among his people.) With this, the angels informed him that they were the 
messengers of Allah sent to them. They also told him that his people would not be able to 
reach him (with any harm). 



(They (messengers said): "O Lut! Verily, we are the messengers from your Lord! They shall not 
reach you!) They commanded him to travel with his family during the last part of night and 
that he should follow them from behind. In this way it would be as though he were driving his 
family (as a cattle herder). 



(and let not any of you look back;) This means, "If you hear the sound of what (torment) befalls 
them (the people of the village), do not rush towards that disturbing noise. Rather, continue 
leaving." 



(but your wife,) Most of the scholars said that this means that she would not travel at night and 
she did not go with Lut. Rather, she stayed in her house and was destroyed. Others said that it 
means that she looked back (during the travel). This later group says that she left with them 
and when she heard the inevitable destruction, she turned and looked back. When she looked 
she said, "0 my people!" Thus, a stone came down from the sky and killed her. Then they (the 
angels) brought close to him the destruction of his people as good news for him, because he 
said to them, "Destroy them in this very hour." They replied, 



(Indeed, morning is their appointed time. Is not the morning near) They were saying this while 
Luts people were standing at his door. They tried to rush his door from all sides and Lut was 
standing at the door repelling them, deterring them and trying to prevent them from what they 
were doing. Yet, they would not listen to him. Instead, they threatened him and sought to 
intimidate him. At this point, Jibril came out to them and struck them in their faces with his 
wing. This blow blinded their eyes and they retreated, unable to see their way. This is as Allah 
said, 



(And they indeed sought to shame his guest (asking to commit sodomy with them). So We 
blinded their eyes (saying), "Then taste you My torment and My warnings.") 54:37 



(82. 3d when Our commandment came, We turned them upside down, and rained on them 
stones of clay, in an array.) (83. Marked from your Lord; and they are not ever far from the 
wrongdoers.) 



The Town of Lut's People is overturned and Their Destruction 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(So when Our commandment came,) This happened at sunrise. 



(We turned it ...) The city of Sadum (Sodom) 



(upside down,) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(So there covered them that which did cover (torment with stones).) 53:54 This means, "We 
rained upon it with stones made of Sjjil." Si j j i I is a Persian word meaning stones made of clay. 
This definition has been mentioned by Ibn " Abbas and others. Some of the scholars said that it 



(Sjjil) derived from the word Sang, which means a stone. Some others said it means Wakil, 
which is clay. In another verse Allah says, 



(the stones of clay,) This means clay made into strong, hard stone. Some of the scholars said it 
means baked clay. Al-Bukhari said, "Sjjil means that which is big and strong." Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(in an array. ) Some of the scholars said that Mandud means the stones were arranged in the 
heavens and prepared for that (destruction). Others said, 



(in an array.) This word means that some of them (the stones) followed others in their descent 
upon the people of Lut. Concerning the statement, 



(Marked) meaning the stones were marked and sealed, all of them having the names of their 
victims written on them. Qatadah and ' Ikrimah both said, "Musawwamah means each stone was 
encompassed by a sprinkling of red coloring." The commentators have mentioned that it (the 
shower of stones) descended upon the people of the town and upon the various villages around 
it. One of them would be speaking with some people when a stone would strike him from the 
sky and kill him while he was among the people. Thus, the stones followed them, striking the 
people in the entire land until they destroyed them all. Not a single one of them remained. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and they are not ever far from the wrongdoers.) This means that this vengeance (of Allah) is 
not far from similar wrongdoers. Verily, it has been reported in a Hadith of the Sunan 
collections, from Ibn " Abbas, which he attributed to the Prophet , 



» 



« 



(Whoever you find doing the deed of Lut's people homosexuality , then kill the doer and the 
one who allows it to be done to him (both partners).) 



(84. And to the Madyan people (We sent) their brother Shu' ayb. He said: "0 my people! 
Worship Allah, you have no other god but Him, and give not short measure or weight. I see you 
in prosperity and verily, I fear for you the torment of a Day encompassing.") 

The Story of the People of Madyan and the Call of Shu ayb 

Allah, the Exalted, says, ' We sent a Messenger to the people of Madyan.' They were a tribe of 
Arabs who lived between the land of the Al-Hijaz and Ash-Sham, close to the land of Ma' an. 
Their land was known by the name of their tribe and was thus, called Madyan. Allah sent unto 
them the Prophet Shu' ayb and he was of the noblest of them in lineage. For this reason, Allah 
said, 



(their brother Shu' ayb.) Shu' ayb commanded them to worship Allah alone without associating 
any partners with him. He also prohibited them from cheating in their weights and measures 
(for business transactions). 



(I see you in prosperity) meaning, " in your livelihood and your provisions. And verily, I fear that 
you will be deprived of this bounty that you are enjoying by violating Allah's prohibitions.' 



(and verily, I fear for you the torment of a Day encompassing.) This means the abode of the 
Hereafter. 



(85. "And my people! Give full measure and weight in justice and reduce not the things that 
are due to the people, and do not commit mischief in the land, causing corruption.") (86. "That 
which is left by Allah is better for you, if you are believers. And I am not a guardian over you.") 

First, he (Shu' ayb) prohibited them from cheating in business by decreasing the weights 
whenever they gave (products) to people. 

He commanded them to give just measure and weight whether they were giving or receiving (in 
transactions). He also forbade them from causing mischief and corruption in the land. This was 
due to their practice of highway robbery along the roads. Abu Ja' far bin Jarir said, 



(That which is left by Allah (after giving the rights of the people) is better for you,) "This means 
what you gain from your successful business dealings in which you have given just measure, is 
better for you than wrongfully taking the wealth of the people." Ibn Jarir said that this 
statement has been reported from Ibn ' Abbas and I say it is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Say: "Not equal are Khabith (all that is evil) and Tayyib (all that is good), even though the 
abundance of Khabith may please you.") 5:100 Allah then says, 



(And I am not a guardian over you.) This means a watcher over you people. In other words, "Do 
this for Allah and not to be seen by the people." 



(87. They said: "0 Shu' ayb! Does your Salah command you that we give up what our fathers 
used to worship, or that we give up doing what we like with our property Verily, you are the 
forbearer, right-minded!") 



The Response of ShiT ayb's People 

They said to Shu' ayb, in mockery, 



(Does your Salah) Al-A' mash said, "This means your reading." 



(command you that we give up what our fathers used to worship,) meaning the idols and 
statues. 



(or that we give up doing what we like with our property) This means, "Should we abandon our 
practice of lightening the scales because of your statement This is our wealth and we will do 
with it as we please." Al-Hasan said concerning Allah's statement, 



(Does your Salah command you that we give up what our fathers used to worship,) 11:87 "By 
Allah, this means that his prayer commanded them to abandon what their fathers used to 
worship." At-Thawri said concerning Allah's statement, 



(or that we give up doing what we like with our property) "They were speaking in reference to 
the paying of Zakah (charity). " 



(Verily, you are the forbearer right-minded!) Ibn 'Abbas, Maymun bin Mihran, Ibn Jurayj, Ibn 
Aslam, and Ibn Jarir all said, "These enemies of Allah were only saying this in mockery. May 
Allah disfigure them and curse them from ever receiving His mercy. And verily, He did so." 



(88. He said: "O my people! Tell me if I have a clear evidence from my Lord and He has given 
me a good sustenance from Himself (shall I corrupt it by mixing it with the unlawfully earned 
money). I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you. I only desire reform 
to the best of my power. And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him I put my 
trust and unto Him I repent.") 



Shu ayb's Refutation of His People 

He said to them: Do you see my people, that if I 



(have a clear evidence from my Lord) meaning, upon clear guidance in that which I am calling 
to. 



(and He has given me a good sustenance from Himself.) It has been said that he meant the 
prophethood. It has also been said that he meant the lawful provisions. It seems that the verse 
carries both meanings. Ath-Thawri said, 



(I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you.) meaning, " do not forbid you 
from something and at the same time I contradict my prohibitions in secret behind your backs, 
doing what I have forbidden.' This is similar to what Qatadah said concerning Allah's statement, 



(I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you.) "He is saying, ' I do not 
forbid you all from something while I do it myself."' 



(I only desire reform to the best of my power.) This means, "In that which I command and 
forbid you, I only want to correct your affair as much as I am able." 



(And my guidance cannot come) This means, "In whatever I intend that agrees with the truth." 



(except from Allah, in Him I put my trust) This means in all of my affairs. 



(and unto Him I repent.) meaning; "I return." This has been said by Mujahid and others. 



(89. "And my people! Let not my Shiqaq cause you to suffer the fate similar to that of the 
people of Nuh or of Hud or of Salih, and the people of Lut are not far off from you!") (90. "And 
ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, my Lord is Most Merciful, 
Most Loving.") He (Shu' ayb) said to them, 



(And my people! Let not my Shiqaq cause you) This means, "Do not let your hatred and 
enmity of me cause you to persist in your corruption and disbelief. If you continue this way, 
you will suffer the same vengeance and torment that overcame Nuh's people, Hud's people, 
Salih's people and Lut's people." Qatadah said, 



(And my people! Let not my Shiqaq cause you) "He is saying, ' Do not be influenced by your 
differing with me."' As-Suddi said, "This means your enmity of me should not lead you to 
continue in misguidance and disbelief, or else you will be afflicted by what afflicted them." 
Concerning His statement, 



(and the people of Lut are not far off from you!) It has been said that this refers to the period 
of time. Qatadah said, "This means that they were only destroyed before you yesterday." It has 
also been said that it refers to place. Actually, the verse carries both meanings. 



(And ask forgiveness of your Lord) from the previous sins. 



(and turn unto Him in repentance.) In whatever evil actions you may encounter in the future. 
Concerning his statement, 



(Verily, my Lord is Most Merciful, Most Loving.) to those who repent. 



(91 . They said: "0 Shu' ayb! We do not understand much of what you say, and we see you weak 
among us. Were it not for your family, you would have been stoned, and you are not powerful 
against us.") (92. He said: "0 my people! Is then my family of more weight with you than Allah 
And you have cast Him away behind your backs. Verily, my Lord is surrounding all that you do.") 



The Response of ShiT ayb's People 

They said, 



(0 Shif ayb! We do not understand) This meansthat we do not comprehend. 



(much) 'most of what you say'. Ath-Thawri said, "He (Shu' ayb) was called the orator of the 
Prophets." As- Suddi said, 



(and we see you weak among us.) "They meant, 'You are only one person."' Abu Rawq said, 
"They meant, ' You are despised, because your tribe is not upon your religion."' 



(Were it not for your family, you would have been stoned,) This means, your people. Were it 
not for their powerful position over the people of Madyan, they would have stoned him to 
death. Some said that this means with rocks. It has also been said that this means that they 
would have cursed and insulted him verbally. 



(and you are not powerful against us.) This means, "You have no position of power over us." 



Shu ayb's Refutation of His People 



(He said: "O my people! Is then my family of more weight with you than Allah")( He says: You 
would leave me alone out of respect for my people but not out of respect for the greatness of 
the Lord, the Most Blessed and Exalted Does not your awe of Allah prevent you from harming 
His Prophet Indeed you have placed the fear of Allah, 



(behind your backs.) This meansthat you have thrown it behind you. You do not obey it, nor do 
you respect it. 



(Verily, my Lord is surrounding all that you do.) This means that He knows all of your actions 
and He will reward you according to them. 



(93. "And O my people! Act according to your ability, and I am acting. You will come to know 
who it is on whom descends the torment that will cover him with ignominy, and who is a liar! 
And watch you! Verily, I too am watching with you.") (94. And when Our commandment came, 
We saved Shu' ayb and those who believed with him by a mercy from Us. And As-Sayhah (awful 
cry) seized the wrongdoers, and they lay (Jathimin) in their homes.) (95. As if they had never 
lived there! So away with Madyan just asThamud went away!) 



Shu ayb's threatening of His People When the Prophet of Allah, 
ShiT ayb, despaired of their response to him, he said, "O my 

people, 



(Act according to your ability,) This means, "Act according to your current ways." This is 
actually a severe threat. 



(I am acting.) according to my way. 



(You will come to know who it is on whom descends the torment that will cover him with 
ignominy, and who is a liar!) meaning, between me and you. 



(And watch you!) This means to wait. 



(I too am watching with you.) Allah then says, 



(And when Our commandment came, We saved Shu' ayb and those who believed with him by a 
mercy from Us. And As-Sayhah (awful cry) seized the wrongdoers, and they lay (Jathimin) in 
their homes.) His saying Jathimin means extinct and lifeless without any movement. Here Allah 
mentions that a loud cry (Sayhah) came to them. In Surat Al-A' raf He says a severe quake 
(Rajfah) came to them. In Surat Ash-Shu' ara', He said it was a torment of a cloudy day. They 
were one nation upon which all of these punishments were gathered on the day of their 
destruction. In each context, Allah only mentioned that which was suitable. In Surat Al-A* raf 
when they said, 



(We shall certainly drive you out, Shu' ayb, and those who have believed with you from our 
town.) 7:88 In this verse it was suitable to mention a tremor, or quake (Rajfah). The earth in 
which they practiced their wrongdoing and they wanted to expel their Prophet from it, shook 
them. Here, due to their disrespectful manners in speaking to their Prophet, Allah mentioned 
the awful cry (Sayhah) which overcame them and killed them. In Surat Ash-Shu' ara' when they 
said, 



(So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!) 26:187 Allah said in 
response, 



(So the torment of the day of Shadow seized them. Indeed that was the torment of a Great 
Day.) 26:189 This is from the intricate secrets and to Allah belongs all praise and much bounty 
forever. Concerning the statement, 



(As if they had never lived there!) This means it was as if they had not lived in their homes 
before that. 



(So away with Madyan as just asThamud went away!) They (Thamud) were their neighbors and 
they did not live far from the homes of the people of Madyan. They were similar in their 
disbelief and their highway robbery. They were also both Arabs. 



(96. And indeed We sent Musa with Our Ayat and a manifest authority.) (97. To Fir" awn and his 
chiefs, but they followed the command of Fir" awn, and the command of Fir" awn was no right 
guide.) (98. He will go ahead of his people on the Day of Resurrection, and will lead them into 
the Fire, and evil indeed is the place to which they are led.) (99. They were pursued by a curse 
in this (deceiving life of this world) and (so they will be pursued by a curse) on the Day of 
Resurrection, evil indeed isthe gift granted.) 



The Story of Musa and Fir awn 

In these verses Allah informs of His sending Musa with His signs and clear proofs to Fir'awn, the 
king of the Coptic people, and his chiefs. 



(but they followed the command of Fir' awn.) This means that they followed his path, way and 
methodology in transgression. 



(and the command of Fir" awn was no right guide.) This means there was no right guidance in 
it. It was only ignorance, misguidance, disbelief and stubbornness. Just as they followed him in 
this life and he wastheir leader and chief, likewise he will lead them to the Hellfire on the Day 
of Resurrection. He will lead them directly to it and they will drink from springs of destruction. 
Fir" awn will have a great share in that awful punishment. This is as Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(But Fir" awn disobeyed the Messenger; so We seized him with a severe punishment.) 73:16 
Allah also said, 



(But Fif awn belied and disobeyed. Then he turned his back, striving (against Allah). Then he 
gathered (his people) and cried aloud, Saying: "I am your lord, most high." So Allah, seized him 
with exemplary punishment for his last and first transgression. Verily, in this is an instructive 
admonition for whosoever fears Allah.) 79:21-26 Allah also said, 



(He will go ahead of his people on the Day of Resurrection, and will lead them into the Fire, 
and evil indeed is the place to which they are led.) This will be the condition of those who 
were followed. They will have a great share of the punishment on the Day of Resurrection. This 
is as Allah says, 



(For each one there is double (torment), but you know not.) 7:38 Allah also says that the 
disbelievers will say while they are in the Hellfire, 



("Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the (right) 
way. Our Lord! Give them double torment.") 33:67-68 Concerning the statement, 



(They were pursued by a curse in this (deceiving life of this world) and (so they will be pursued 
by a curse) on the Day of Resurrection. ) meaning, 'We have made them to be followed by 
something more than the punishment of the Fire and that istheir being cursed in this life.' 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, evil is the gift granted.) Mujahid said, "Another curse will be 
added to them on the Day of Resurrection, so these are two curses." Al i bin Abi Talhah said 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(evil indeed is the gift granted.) "The curse of this life and the Hereafter." Ad-Dahhak and 
Qatadah both said the same thing. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And We made them leaders inviting to the Fire: and on the Day of Resurrection, they will not 
be helped. And We made a curse to follow them in this world, and on the Day of Resurrection, 
they will be among the despised.) 28:41-42 Allah also says, 



(The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon. And on the Day when the Hour will 
be established (it will be said to the angels): "Cause Fir' awn's people to enter the severest 
torment!") 40:46 



(100. That is some of the news of the (population of) towns which We relate unto you; of them, 
some are (still) standing, and some have been (already) reaped.) (101. We wronged them not, 
but they wronged themselves. 3d their gods whom they call upon besides Allah, profited them 
naught when there came the command of your Lord, nor did they add aught to them but 
destruction.) 



The Lesson taken from the Destroyed Towns 

When Allah mentioned the story of the Prophets and what happened with them and their 
nations-- how He destroyed the disbelievers and saved the believers -- He goes on to say, 



(That is some of the news of the (population of ) towns) meaning, news of them 



(which We relate unto you; of them, some are (still) standing,) This means still remaining. 



(and some have been (already) reaped.) This means totally destroyed. 



(We wronged them not,) This means, "When We destroyed them." 



(but they wronged themselves.) their rejecting their Messengers and disbelieving in them. 



(So their gods, profited them not ...) This is referring to their idols that they used to worship 
and invoke. 



(other than Allah naught) the idols did not benefit them, nor did they save them when Allah's 
com- mand came for their destruction. 



(nor did they add aught to them but destruction.) Mujahid, Qatadah and others said, "This 
means loss. Because the reason for their destruction and their ruin was that they followed 
those false gods. Therefore, they were losers in this life and the Hereafter." 



(102. Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they 
are doing wrong. Verily, His punishment is painful (and) severe.) It is as though Allah is saying, 
"Just as We have destroyed these wicked generations who rejected their Messengers, We will 
do the same to any who are like them." 



(Verily, His punishment is painful (and) severe.) In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Musa 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Verily, Allah gives respite to a wrongdoer until He seizes him and he cannot escape.) Then the 
Messenger of Allah recited, 



(Such isthe punishment of your Lord when He seizesthe towns while they are doing wrong. ) 



(103. Indeed in that (there) is a sure lesson for those who fear the torment of the Hereafter. 
That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, and that is a Day when all will be 
present.) (104. And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed.) (105. On the Day when it 
comes, no person shall speak except by His (Allah's) leave. Some among them will be wretched 
and (others) blessed.) 



The Destruction of the Towns is a Proof of the Establishment of the 

Hour (Judgement) 

Allah, the Exalted, is saying that in the destruction of the disbelievers and the salvation of the 
believers by us is, 



(a sure lesson). This means an admonition and lesson concerning the truthfulness of that which 
We are promised in the Hereafter. 



.(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.) 40:51 Allah, the Exalted, also says, 



(So their Lord revealed to them: "Truly, We shall destroy the wrongdoers.) 14:13 Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together,) This means the first of them and 
the last of them. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And We shall gather them all together so as to leave not one of them behind.) 18: 47 



(and that is a Day when all will be present.) This means a day that is great. The angels will be 
present, the Messengers will gather and all of the creation will be gathered with their families. 
The humans, Jinns, birds, wild beasts and domesticated riding animals will all be gathered. 
Then the Most Just, Who does not wrong anyone even an atom's weight, will judge between 
them and He will increase their good deeds in reward. Concerning the statement, 



(And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed.) This means for a fixed period of time than 
cannot be increased or decreased. Then He says, 



(On the Day when it comes, no person shall speak except by His (Allah's) leave.) This means 
that on the Day of Judgement no one will speak except with the permission of Allah. This is 
similar to another verse, which says, 



(they will not speak except him whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows, and he will speak what 
is right.) 78:38 Allah also says, 



(And all the voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious (Allah). ) 20:108 In the Hadith about 
the intercession, which is recorded in the Two Sahihs, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No one will speak on that day except the Messengers, and the call of the Messengers will be, 
"0 Allah, save us, save us.") Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Some among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.) This means that from the people of 
the gathering (on Judgement Day), some will be miserable and some will be happy. This is as 
Allah said, 



(When a party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire) 42:7 Al-Hafiz Abu Ya* la 
recorded in his Musnad on the authority of Ibn " Umar that " Umar said, "When this verse was 
revealed, 



(Some among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.) I asked the Prophet , ' O Messenger 
of Allah, will there be a sign for us to know (which party we are from) Will it be because of 
something that a person did, or something that he did not do' He said, 



» 



« 



(0 " Umar, it will be due to something that he did and the pens wrote it down. But every easy 
deed was created for its purpose (to be carried out).) Then Allah explains the situation of the 
wretched people and the happy people. He, the Exalted, says, 



(106. As for those who are wretched, they will be in the Fire, in it they will experience Zafir 
and Shahiq.) (107. They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth 
endure, except as your Lord wills. Verily, your Lord is the doer of whatsoever He intends (or 
wills). 



The Condition of the Wretched People and their Destination 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(in it they will experience Zafir and Shahiq.) Ibn " Abbas said, "Az-Zafir is a sound in the throat 
and Ash-Shahiq is a sound in the chest. This means that their exhaling will be Zafir and their 
inhaling will Shahiq." This will be due to the torment that they will be experiencing. We seek 
refuge with Allah from such evil. 



(They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure,) Imam Abu 
J a' far bin Jarir said, "It was from the customs of the Arabs that when they wanted to describe 
something that would last forever, they would say, ' This is as enduring as the heavens and the 
earth.' Or, ' It will last as until the night and day separate.' They would say, ' As long as talkers 
at night continue to chat.' They meant by these statements the condition of eternity. 
Therefore, Allah addressed them in a manner that they were familiar with among themselves. 
Thus, He said, 



(They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure,) The literal 
meaning is also intended with; "for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure." This is 
due to the fact that there will be heavens and earth in the life of the next world, just as Allah 
said, 



(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens. 
14:48 For this reason, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said concerning the statement of Allah, 



(the heavens and the earth endure.) "Allah is referring to a heaven other than this heaven 
(which we see now) and an earth other than this earth. That (new) heaven and earth will be 
eternal." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(except as your Lord wills. Verily, your Lord is the doer of whatsoever He intends.) This is 
similar to His statement, 



(The Fire be your dwelling place, you will dwell therein forever, except as Allah may will. 
Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing.) 6:128 It has been said that the exception 
mentioned in this verse refers to the disobedient among the people of Tawhid. It isthesewhom 
Allah will bring out of the Fire by the intercession of the interceders. Those who will be 
allowed to intercede are the angels, the Prophets and the believers. They will intercede even 
on behalf of those who committed major sins. Then, the generous mercy of Allah will remove 
from the Fire those who have never done any good, except for saying La ilaha illallah one day 
of their life. This has been mentioned in numerous authentic reports from the Messenger of 
Allah , including narrations from Anas bin Malik, Jabir bin " Abdullah, Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, Abu 
Hurayrah and other Companions. No one remains in the Fire after this final intercession, except 
those who will remain there forever without escape. This is the opinion held by many of the 
scholars, both past and present, concerning the explanation of this verse. 



(108. And those who are blessed, they will be in Paradise, abiding therein for all the time that 
the heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord wills: a gift without an end.) 



The Condition of the Happy People and their Destination 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And those who are blessed.) These are the followers of the Messengers. 



(they will be in Paradise,) This means that their final abode will be Paradise. 



(abiding therein for all the time) This meansthat they will remain there forever. 



(that the heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord wills:) The meaning of the 
exception that is made here is that the condition of eternal pleasure that they will experience 
therein is something that is not mandatory by itself. Rather, it is something that is dependent 
upon the will of Allah. Unto Him belongs the favor of immortality upon them. For this reason 
they are inspired to glorify and praise Him, just as they are inspired to breathe. Ad-Dahhak and 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri both said, "It is about the right of the disobedient people of Tawhid who were 
in the Fire and then brought out of it." Then Allah finished this statement by saying, 



(a gift without an end.) This means that it will never be cut off. This has been mentioned by 
Mujahid, Ibn ' Abbas, Abu Al-' Aliyah and others. This has been mentioned so that the suspicious 
person will not doubt after the mention of the will of Allah. Someone may think that the 
mention of Allah's will here means that the pleasure of Paradise may end or change. To the 
contrary, it has been decreed that this pleasure will truly be forever and will never end. 
Likewise, Allah has clarified here that the eternal torment of the people of the Fire in Hell also 
is due to His will. He explains that He punishes them due to His justness and wisdom. This is 
why He says, 



(Verily, your Lord is the doer of whatsoever He intends.) Similarly, Allah says, 



(He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while they will be questioned.) 21:23 Here, 
Allah soothes the hearts and affirms the intent, by His saying, 



(a gift without an end.) It has been recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Death will be brought in the form of a handsome ram (on the Day of Judgement) and it will be 
slaughtered between Paradise and the Hellfire. Then, it will be said, "0 people of Paradise! 



Eternity and no death! people of Hellfire! Eternity and no death!") In the Sahih it is recorded 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(It will be said, '0 people of Paradise, verily you will live and you will never die. You will 
remain young and you will never grow old. You will remain healthy and you will never become 
ill. You will be happy and you will never grieve.) 



(109. So be not in doubt as to what these people (pagans and polyt heists) worship. They 
worship nothing but what their fathers worshipped before (them). And verily, We shall repay 
them in full their portion without diminution.) (110. Indeed, We gave the Book to Musa, but 
differences arose therein, and had it not been for a Word that had gone forth before from your 
Lord, the case would have been judged between them, and indeed they are in grave doubt 
concerning it (this Qur'an).) (111. And verily, to each of them your Lord will repay their works 
in full. Surely, He is All-Aware of what they do.) 



Associating Partners with Allah is no doubt Misguidance 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(So be not in doubt as to what these people worship.) This refers to the polytheists. Verily, 
what they are doing is falsehood, ignorance and misguidance. Verily, they are only worshipping 
what their fathers worshipped before. This means that they have no support for their Shirk. 
They are only mimicking their fathers in ignorance. Therefore, Allah will give them due 
recompense for that and He will punish them with a punishment the likes of which none can 
give besides Him. If they did any good deeds, then Allah will reward them for those good works 
in this life, before the life of the Hereafter. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And verily, We shall repay them in full their portion without diminution.) * Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "We will pay them in full their portion of punishment without diminution." 
Then, Allah mentions that He gave Musathe Book, but the people differed concerning it. Some 
believed in it and some disbelieved in it. Therefore, you, Muhammad, have an example in the 
Prophets who came before you. So do not grieve or be upset by their denial of you. 



(and had it not been for a Word Kalimah that had gone forth before from your Lord, the case 
would have been judged between them,) Ibn Jarir said, "If it were not that the punishment had 
already been delayed until an appointed time, then Allah would have decided the matter 
between you now. The word Kalimah carries the meaning that Allah will not punish anyone 
until the proof has been established against him and a Messenger has been sent to him." This is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 17:15 For verily, 
Allah says in another verse, 



G(And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord, and a term 
determined, (their punishment) must necessarily have come (in this world). So bear patiently 
what they say.) 20:129-130 Then, Allah informs that He will gather the early generations and 
the later generations from all of the nations. He will then reward them based upon their deeds. 
If they did good deeds, their reward will be good, and if they did evil deeds, their reward will 
be bad. Allah says, 



(And verily, to each of them your Lord will repay their works in full. Surely, He is All-Aware of 
what they do.) This means that He is All-Knower of all of their deeds. This includes their 
honorable deeds and their despicable deeds, their small deeds and their great deeds. There are 
many different modes of recitation for this verse, yet all of their meanings agree with what we 
have mentioned. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And surely, all - everyone of them will be brought before Us.) 36:32 



(112. 3d stand (ask Allah to make) you firm and straight as you are commanded and those who 
turn in repentance with you, and transgress not. Verily, He is All-Seer of what you do.) (113. 
And incline not toward those who do wrong, lest the Fire should touch you, and you have no 
protectors other than Allah, nor would you then be helped.) 



The Command to Stand Firm and Straight 

Allah, the Exalted, commands His Messenger and His believing servantsto be firm and to always 
be upright. This is of the greatest aid for gaining victory over the enemy and confronting the 
opposition. Allah also forbids transgression, which is to exceed the bounds (of what is allowed). 
Verily, transgression causes destruction to its practitioner, even if the transgression was 
directed against a polytheist. Then, Allah informs that He is All-Seer of the actions of His 
servants. He is not unaware of anything and nothing is hidden from Him. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And incline not toward those who do wrong,) Al i bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Do 
not compromise with them." Ibn Jarir said that Ibn * Abbas said, "Do not side with those who do 
wrong." This is a good statement. This means, "Do not seek assistance from wrongdoers, 
because it will be as if you are condoning their actions (of evil)." 



(lest the Fire should touch you, and you have no protectors other than Allah, nor you would 
then be helped.) This means that you will not have besides Allah any friend who can save you, 
nor any helper who can remove you from His torment . 



(114. And perform the Salah, at the two ends of the day and in some hours of the night. Verily, 
the good deeds remove the evil deeds. That is a reminder for the mindful.) (115. And be 
patient; verily, Allah wastes not the reward of the doers of good.) 



The Command to establish the Prayer 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(And perform the Salah, at the two ends of the day) "This is referring to the morning prayer 
(Subh) and the evening prayer (Maghrib)." The same was said by Al-Hasan and ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam. In one narration reported by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others, Al-Hasan 
said, "It means the morning prayer (Subh) and the late afternoon prayer (" Asr)." Mujahid said, 
"It is the morning prayer at the beginning of the day and the noon prayer (Zuhr) and late 
afternoon prayer f Asr) at the end of the day." This was also said by Muhammad bin Ka' b Al- 
Qurazi and Ad-Dahhak in one narration from him. 



(and in some hours of the night.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and others said, "This means 
the night prayer (" Isha')." Ibn Al-Mubarak reported from Mubarak bin Fadalah that Al-Hasan 
said, 



(and in some hours of the night.) "This means the evening (Maghrib) and late night ('Isha') 
prayers. The Messenger of Allah said, 



« : » 

(They are the approach of the night: Maghrib and * Isha'.) The same was said by Mujahid, 
Muhammad bin Ka' b, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak (that this means the Maghrib and ' Isha' prayers). 
It should be noted that this verse was revealed before the five daily prayers were made 
obligatory during the night of Isra' (the Prophet's night journey to Jerusalem). At that time 
there were only two obligatory prayers: a prayer before sunrise and a prayer before sunset. 
During the late night another prayer (Tahajjud) was also made obligatory upon the Prophet and 
his nation. Later, this obligation was abrogated for his nation and remained obligatory upon 
him . Finally, this obligation was abrogated for the Prophet as well, according to one opinion. 
Allah knows best. 



The Good Deeds wipe away the Evil Deeds 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds.) This is saying that the performance of good 
deeds is an expiation of previous sins. This has been mentioned in a Hadith recorded by Imam 
Ahmad and the Sunan Compilers, that the Commander of the faithful, Al i bin Abi Talib, said, 
"Whenever I used to hear a narration from the Messenger of Allah (), Allah would cause me to 
benefit by it however He willed. If anyone informed me of any statement that he said, I would 
make him swear (by Allah) that the Prophet said it. If he swore by Allah, then I would believe 
him. Abu Bakr once told me -- and Abu Bakr was truthful -- that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 



» 



« 



(There is not any Muslim who commits a sin, then he makes Wudu' and prays two units of 
prayer, except that he will be forgiven (that sin).) In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that the 
Commander of the faithful, 'Uthman bin ' Affan made Wudu' for the people (to see), just like 
the Wudu' of the Messenger of Allah . Then he said, "I saw the Messenger of Allah make Wudu' 
like this, and he said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever makes Wudu' like this Wudu' of mine, then he prays two units of prayer in which he 
does not speak to himself, he will be forgiven for his previous sins.) In the Sahih it is recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Do you think that if there was a flowing river at the door of anyone of you and he bathed in it 
five times every day, would there be any dirt left on him) They said, "No, Messenger of 
Allah!" He () said; 



» 



« 



(This is like the five daily prayers, for Allah uses them to wipe away the sins and wrongdoings.) 
Muslim recorded in hisSahih that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah used to say, 

» 



« 



(The five daily prayers, Jumu' ah (Friday prayer) to Jumu' ah and (the fast of) Ramadan to 
Ramadan are expiations for whatever sins were committed between them, as long as you stay 
away from the major sins.) Al-Bukhari recorded Ibn Mas' ud saying that a man kissed a woman 
(who was not his relative or wife). He then came to the Prophet and informed him about the 
incident. Thus, Allah revealed, 



(And perform Salah, at the two ends of the day and in some hours of the night. Verily, the good 
deeds remove the evil deeds.) 11:114 The man then said, "0 Messenger of Allah, is this only for 
me" The Prophet replied, 

« » 

(This is for all of my (Ummah) followers.) Al-Bukhari recorded this narration in the Book of 
Prayer as well and the Book of Tafsir. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said that a man 



came to " Umar and said that a woman came to do business with him. During the course of their 
business, he took her into his place and did everything with her except the actual act of sexual 
intercourse. 'Umar said, "Woe unto you! She probably was a woman whose husband is away 
(fighting) in the path of Allah." The man said, "Of course she was." ' Umar then said, "Go to Abu 
Bakr and ask him about this." The man went to Abu Bakr and asked him about the matter. Abu 
Bakr said, "She probably was a woman whose husband is away (fighting) in the path of Allah," 
just as ' Umar had said. Then he went to the Prophet and told him the same story. The Prophet 
said, 



« » 



(She probably was a woman whose husband is away (fighting) in the path of Allah.) Then a 
verse of Qur'an was revealed, 



(And perform the Salah, at the two ends of the day and in some hours of the night. Verily, the 
good deeds remove the evil deeds.) The man then said, "O Messenger of Allah! Isthis verse only 
for me, or does it apply to all of the people in general" " Umar then struck the man on his chest 
with his hand and said, "No, rather it is for all of the people in general." Then the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

f Umar has spoken the truth.) 



(116. If only there had been among the generations before you persons having wisdom, 
prohibiting (others) from Fasad (corruption) in the earth, except a few of those whom We 
saved from among them! Those who did wrong pursued the enjoyment of good things of (this 
worldly) life, and were criminals.) (117. And your Lord would never destroy the towns 
wrongfully, while their people were doers of good.) 



There must be a Group of People Who forbid Lewdness 

Allah, the Exalted, says that there should have been a group of wise people present among the 
past generations who called to good and forbade the evil and corruption that took place among 
them in the land. Misstatement, 



(except a few) This means that there were only a small number of people present among them 
who were of this caliber. They were those whom Allah saved at the sudden striking of His 
vengeance, when His anger was let lose. For this reason Allah commanded this noble Ummah 
(followers of Muhammad ) to always have among them those who command the good and forbid 
the evil. This is as Allah says, 



(Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining righteousness 
and forbidding evil. And it is they who are the successful.) 3:104 It is related in a Hadith that 
the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, whenever a group of people see an evil and they do not change it, it is likely that Allah 
will cover them with (His) punishment.) Thus, Allah says, 



(If only there had been among the generations before you persons having wisdom, There must 
be a Group of People Who forbid Lewdness Allah, the Exalted, says that there should have been 
a group of wise people present among the past generations who called to good and forbade the 
evil and corruption that took place among them in the land. His statement, 



(except a few) This means that there were only a small number of people present among them 
who were of this caliber. They were those whom Allah saved at the sudden striking of His 
vengeance, when His anger was let lose. For this reason Allah commanded this noble Ummah 
(followers of Muhammad ) to always have among them those who command the good and forbid 
the evil. This is as Allah says, 



(Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining righteousness 
and forbidding evil. And it is they who are the successful.) 3:104 It is related in a Hadith that 
the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, whenever a group of people see an evil and they do not change it, it is likely that Allah 
will cover them with (His) punishment.) Thus, Allah says, 



(If only there had been among the generations before you persons having wisdom, prohibiting 
(others) from the Fasad in the earth,- except a few of those whom We saved from among 
them!) Concerning the statement, 



(Those who did wrong pursued the enjoyment of good things of (this worldly) life,) This means 
that they continued in their ways of disobedience and evils and they did not heed the 
protesting of those righteous people, until the torment suddenly seized them. 



(and were criminals.) Then, Allah informs that he does not destroy any town, except that it has 
wronged itself. No correctional punishment or torment comes to any town, except that its 
people were wrongdoers. This is as Allah says, s 



(We wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 11:101 Allah also says, 



(And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) servants.) 41:46 



(118. And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made mankind one Ummah, but they 
will not cease to disagree.) (119. Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy, and 
for that did He create them. And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled (His saying): "Surely, 
I shall fill Hell with Jinn and men all together.") 



Allah has not made Faith universally accepted 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that He is able to make all of mankind one nation upon belief, or 
disbelief. This isjust as He said, 



(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together.) 10:99 
Allah goes on to say, 



(but they will not cease to disagree. Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy,) 
This means that people will always differ in religions, creeds, beliefs, opinions and sects. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy,) This means that those who have 
received the mercy of Allah by following the Messengers are excluded from this. They are those 
who adhere to what they are commanded in the religion by the Messengers of Allah. That has 
always been their characteristic until the coming of the finality of the Prophets and Messengers 
(Muhammad ). Those who received Allah's mercy are those who followed him, believed in him 
and supported him. Therefore, they succeeded by achieving happiness in this life and the 
Hereafter. They are the Saved Sect mentioned in the Hadith recorded in the Musnad and Sunan 
collections of Hadith. The routes of transmission of this Hadith all strengthen each other (in 
authenticity). In these narrations the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, the Jews split into seventy-one sects, and the Christians split into seventy-two sects, 
and this nation (of Muslims) will split into seventy-three sects. All of them will be in the Fire 
except one sect.) They (the Companions) said, "Who are they (the Saved Sect) O Messenger of 
Allah" He said, 



« » 



(The sect that is upon what my Companions and I are upon.) Al-Hakim recorded this narration 
in his Mustadrak with this additional wording. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled (His saying): "Surely, I shall fill Hell with Jinn and 
men all together.") Allah, the Exalted, informs that He precedes everything in His 
preordainment and decree, by His perfect knowledge and penetrating wisdom. The result of 



this decree is that from those whom He has created, some deserve the Paradise and some 
deserve the Hell Fire. From this decree is that He will fill the Hellf ire with both mankind and 
Jinns. His is the profound evidence and the perfect wisdom. In the Two Sahihs it is recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Paradise and the Hellfire debated. Paradise said, 'None will enter me except the weak and 
despised of the people.' The Hell- fire said, 'I have inherited the haughty and the arrogant 
people.' Then Allah said to the Paradise, 'You are My mercy and I grant mercy with you to 
whoever I wish.' Then He said to the Hellfire, 'You are My torment and I take vengeance with 
you upon whoever I wish. I will fill each one of you.' However, the Paradise will always have 
more bounties, to such an extent that Allah will create more creatures to dwell in it and enjoy 
its extra bounties. The Hellfire will continue saying, ' Are there anymore (to enter me),' until 
the Lord of might places His Foot over it. Then it (Hell) will say, "Enough, enough, by Your 
might!") 



(120. And all that We relate to you of the news of the Messengers is in order that We may make 
strong and firm your heart thereby. And in this has come to you the truth, as well as an 
admonition and a reminder for the believers.) 



The Conclusion 

Allah, the Exalted, is saying, 'We relate all of these stories to you (Muhammad) concerning 
what happened with the Messengers who came before you with their nations. This is an 
explanation of what transpired in their arguments and disputes and how the Prophets were all 
rejected and harmed. These stories also explain how Allah helped His party of believers and 
disgraced His enemies, the disbelievers. We relate all of this to you (Muhammad) in order to 
make your heart firm and so that you may take an example from your brothers who passed 
before you of the Messengers.' Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And in this has come to you the truth,) This is referring to this Surah itself. This was said by 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and a group of the Salaf and it is the correct view. This means, 'This 
comprehensive Surah contains the stories of the Prophets and how Allah saved them, and the 
believers along with them and how He destroyed the disbelievers. There has come to you 
(Muhammad) stories of truth and true events in this Surah. In this Surah is an admonition that 
preventsthe disbelievers, and a reminder that causesthe believersto reflect.' 



(121. And say to those who do not believe: "Act according to your ability and way, We are 
acting.) (122. And you wait! We (too) are waiting.") 

Allah, the Exalted, commands His Messenger to say to those who 
disbelieve in what he has come with from his Lord, by way of 

warning, 



(Act according to your ability) This means upon your path and your way. 



(We are acting (in our way). This meansthat we are upon our path and our way (Islam) 



(And you wait ! We (too) are waiting.) This means, 



(And you will come to know for which of us will be the (happy) end in the Hereafter. Certainly 
the wrongdoers will not be successful.) 6:135 Verily, Allah fulfilled His promise to His 
Messenger , helped him and aided him. He made His Word uppermost (victorious), and the 
word of those who disbelieved lowly and disgraced. Allah istruly the Most Mighty, Most Wise. 



(123. And to Allah belongs the Ghayb of the heavens and the earth, and to Him return all 
affairs (for decision). 3d worship Him and put your trust in Him. And your Lord is not unaware 
of what you (people) do.) 



Allah, the Exalted, informs that He is the All-Knower of the unseen 
of the heavens and the earth and that unto Him is the final return. 

He explains that everyone who does a deed, He will give them their deed (reward for it) on the 
Day of Reckoning. Unto Him belongs the creation and the command. Then He, the Exalted, 
commands that He should be worshipped and relied upon, for verily, He is sufficient for 
whoever trusts and turnsto Him. Concerning His statement, 



(And your Lord is not unaware of what you do.) This means, 'The lies (of the disbelievers) 
against you Muhammad are not hidden from Him. He is the All-Knower of the conditions of 
His creatures and He will give them the perfect recompense for their deeds in this life and the 
Hereafter. He will aid you (Muhammad) and His party over the disbelievers in this life and in 
the Hereafter.' This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Hud, and all praises and thanks are due to 
Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Yusuf 

(Chapter - 1 2) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif-Lam-Ra. These are the verses of the Book that is clear.) (2. Verily, We have sent it 
down as an Arabic Qur'an in order that you may understand.) (3. We relate unto you the best of 
stories through Our revelations unto you, of this Qur'an. And before this, you were among those 
who knew nothing about it.) 

Qualities of the Qur'an 

the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah we talked about the separate letters, Allah said, 



(These are the verses of the Book) in reference to the Clear Qur'an that is plain and apparent, 
and explains, clarifies and makes known the unclear matters. Allah said next, 



(Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an in order that you may understand.) The 
Arabic language is the most eloquent, plain, deep and expressive of the meanings that might 
arise in one's mind. Therefore, the most honorable Book, was revealed in the most honorable 
language, to the most honorable Prophet and Messenger , delivered by the most honorable 
angel, in the most honorable land on earth, and its revelation started during the most 
honorable month of the year, Ramadan. Therefore, the Qur'an is perfect in every respect. So 
Allah said, 



(We relate unto you the best of storiesthrough Our revelations unto you, of this Qur'an.) 



Reason behind revealing Ayah (12:3) 

On the reason behind revealing Ayah (12:3), Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded that 'Abdullah bin 
'Abbas said, "They said, ' O, Allah's Messenger! Why not narrate to us stories' Later on, this 
Ayah was revealed, 



(We relate unto you the best of stories...)" There is a Hadith that is relevant upon mentioning 
this honorable Ayah, which praises the Qur'an and demonstrates that it is sufficient from 
needing all books besides it. Imam Ahmad recorded a narration from Jabir bin 'Abdullah that 
' Umar bin Al-Khattab came to the Prophet with a book that he took from some of the People of 
the Book. ' Umar began reading it to the Prophet who became angry. He said, 

» 



« 

(Are you uncertain about it Ibn Al-Khattab By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! I have come to 
you with it white and pure. Do not ask them about anything, for they might tell you something 
true and you reject it, or they might tell you something false and you believe it. By the One in 
Whose Hand is my soul! If Musa were living, he would have no choice but to follow me.) Imam 
Ahmad also recorded a narration from 'Abdullah bin Thabit who said, '" Umar came to Allah's 
Messenger and said; '0 Messenger of Allah! I passed by a brother of mine from the tribe of 
Qurayzah, so he wrote some comprehensive statements from the Tawrah for me, should I read 
them to you' The face of Allah's Messenger changed with anger . So I said to him, ' Don't you 
see the face of Allah's Messenger" ' Umar said, 'We are pleased with Allah as our Lord, Islam as 
our religion, and Muhammad as our Messenger.' So the anger of the Prophet subsided, and he 
said, 



» 



« 



(By the One in Whose Hand is Muhammad's soul, if Musa appeared among you and you were to 
follow him, abandoning me, then you would have strayed. Indeed you are my share of the 
nations, and I am your share of the Prophets.)" 



(4. (Remember) when Yusuf said to his father: "O my father! Verily, I saw (in a dream) eleven 
stars and the sun and the moon - I saw them prostrating themselvesto me.") 



Yusuf 's Dream 

Allah says, 'Mention to your people, Muhammad, among the stories that you narrate to 
them, the story of Yusuf.' Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) mentioned his dream to his father, Prophet 
Ya' qub (Jacob), son of Prophet Ishaq (Isaac), son of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), peace be upon 
them all. x Abdullah bin ' Abbas stated that the dreams of Prophets are revelations from Allah. 
Scholars of Tafsir explained that in Yusuf's dream the eleven stars represent his brothers, who 
were eleven, and the sun and the moon represent his father and mother. This explanation was 
collected from Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Sufyan Ath-Thawri and ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam. Yusuf's vision became a reality forty years later, or as some say, eighty years, 
when Yusuf raised his parents to the throne while his brothers were before him, 



(and they fell down before him prostrate. And he said: "0 my father! This is the interpretation 
of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come true!") 



(5. He (the father) said: "0 my son! Relate not your vision to your brothers, lest they should 
arrange a plot against you. Verily, Shaytan isto man an open enemy!") 

Ya qub orders Yusuf to hide His Vision to avoid Shaytan's Plots 

Allah narrates the reply Ya' qub gave his son Yusuf when he narrated to him the vision that he 
saw, which indicated that his brothers would be under his authority. They would be subjugated 
to Yusuf's authority to such an extent that they would prostrate before him in respect, honor 



and appreciation. Ya' qub feared that if Yusuf narrated his vision to any of his brothers, they 
would envy him and conspire evil plots against him. This is why Ya' qub said to Yusuf, 



(Relate not your vision to your brothers, lest they should arrange a plot against you.) This Ayah 
means, "They might arrange a plot against you that causes your demise." In the Sunnah, there is 
a confirmed Hadith that states, 



» 



« 

(If any of you saw a vision that he likes, let him narrate it. If he saw a dream that he dislikes, 
let him turn on his other side, blow to his left thrice, seek refuge with Allah from its evil and 
not tell it to anyone. Verily, it will not harm him in this case.) In another Hadith that Imam 
Ahmad and collectors of the Sunan collected, Mu' awiyah bin Haydah Al-Qushayri said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is not interpreted. If it is interpreted, it comes 
true.) Therefore, one should hide the prospects or the coming of a bounty until it comes into 
existence and becomes known. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Earn help for fulfilling needs by being discrete, for every owner of a blessing is envied.) 



(6. "Thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of dreams (and other 
things) and perfect His favor on you and on the offspring of Ya' qub, as He perfected it on your 
fathers, Ibrahim and Ishaq aforetime! Verily, your Lord is All-Knowing, All-Wise.") 



Interpretation of Yusuf's Vision 

Allah says that Ya* qub said to his son Yusuf , ' Just as Allah chose you to see the eleven stars, 
the sun and the moon prostrate before you in a vision, 



(Thus will your Lord choose you) designate and assign you to be a Prophet from Him, 



(and teach you the interpretation of Ahadith).' Mujahid and several other scholars said that this 
part of the Ayah is in reference to the interpreting of dreams. He said next, 



(and perfect His favor on you), ' by His Message and revelation to you.' This is why Ya' qub said 
afterwards, 



(as He perfected it aforetime on your fathers, Ibrahim...), Allah's intimate friend, 



(and Ishaq), Ibrahim's son, 



(Verily, your Lord is All -Knowing, All-Wise.) Allah knows best whom to chose for His Messages. 



(7. Verily, in Yusuf and his brethren there were Ayat for those who ask.) (8. When they said: 
"Truly, Yusuf and his brother are dearer to our father than we, while we are * Usbah (a group). 
Really, our father is in a plain error.") (9. "Kill Yusuf or cast him out to some (other) land, so 
that the favor of your father may be given to you alone, and after that you will be righteous 
folk.") (10. One from among them said: "Kill not Yusuf, but if you must do something, throw 
him down to the bottom of a well; he will be picked up by some caravan of travelers.") 



There are Lessons to draw from the Story of Yusuf 

Allah says that there are Ayat, lessons and wisdom to learn from the story of Yusuf and his 
brothers, for those who ask about their story and seek its knowledge. Surely, their story is 
unique and isworthy of being narrated. 



(When they said: "Truly, Yusuf and his brother are dearer to our father than we...") They 
swore, according to their false thoughts, that Yusuf and his brother Binyamin (Benjamin), 
Yusuf'sfull brother, 



(dearer to our father than we, while we are 'Usbah.) meaning, a group. Therefore, they 
thought, how can he love these two more than the group, 



(Really, our father is in a plain error.) because he preferred them and loved them more than 
us. 



(Kill Yusuf or cast him out to some (other) land, so that the favor of your father may be given 
to you alone,) They said, ' Remove Yusuf, who competes with you for your father's love, from in 
front of your father's face so that his favor is yours alone. Either kill Yusuf or banish him to a 
distant land so that you are rid of histrouble and you alone enjoy the love of your father. ' 



(and after that you will be righteous folk.), thus intending repentance before committing the 
sin, 



(One from among them said...) Qatadah and Muhammad bin Ishaq said that he was the oldest 
among them and his name was Rubil (Reuben). As-Suddi said that his name was Yahudha 
(Judah). Mujahid said that it was Sham' un (Smeon) who said, 



(Kill not Yusuf,), do not let your enmity and hatred towards him reach this level, of murder. 
However, their plot to kill Yusuf would not have succeeded, because Allah the Exalted willed 
that Yusuf fulfill a mission that must be fulfilled and complete; he would receive Allah's 
revelation and become His Prophet. Allah willed Yusuf to be a powerful man in Egypt and 
govern it. Consequently, Allah did not allow them to persist in their intent against Yusuf, 
through Rubil's words and his advice to them that if they must do something, they should throw 
him down to the bottom of a well, 



(he will be picked up by some caravan) of travelers passing by. This way, he said, you will rid 
yourselves of this bother without having to kill him, 



(if you must do something,) meaning, if you still insist on getting rid of him. Muhammad bin 
Ishaq bin Yasar said, "They agreed to a particularly vicious crime that involved cutting the 
relation of the womb, undutiful treatment of parents, and harshness towards the young, 
helpless and sinless. It was also harsh towards the old and weak who have the rights of being 
respected, honored and appreciated, as well as, being honored with Allah and having parental 
rights on their offspring. They sought to separate the beloved father, who had reached old age 
and his bones became weak, yet had a high status with Allah, from his beloved young son, in 
spite of his weakness, tender age and his need of his father's compassion and kindness. May 
Allah forgive them, and indeed, He is the Most Merciful among those who have mercy, for they 
intended to carry out a "grave error." Ibn Abi Hatim collected this state- ment, from the route 
of Salamah bin Al-Fadl from Muhammad bin Ishaq. 



(11. They said: "0 our father! Why do you not trust us with Yusuf though we are indeed his 
well-wishers") (12. "Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and verily, we will 
take care of him.") 



Yusuf 's Brothers ask for Their Father's Permission to take Yusuf 

with Them 

When Yusuf's brothers agreed to take him and throw him down the well, taking the advice of 
their elder brother Rubil, they went to their father Ya' qub, peace be upon him. They said to 
him, "Why is it that you, 



(do not trust us with Yusuf though we are indeed his well-wishers)." They started executing 
their plan by this introductory statement, even though they really intended its opposite, out of 
envy towards Yusuf for being loved by his father. They said, 



"(Send him with us) tomorrow so that we all enjoy ourselves and play." Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak 
and As-Suddi said similarly. Yusuf's brothers said next, 



(and verily, we will take care of him.), we will protect him and ensure his safety for you. 



(13. He (Ya' qub) said: "Truly, it saddens me that you should take him away. I fear lest a wolf 
should devour him, while you are careless of him.") (14. They said: "If a wolf devours him, 
while we are ' Usbah (a group), then surely, we are the losers.") 



Ya qub's Answer to Their Request 

Allah narrates to us that His Prophet Ya' qub said to his children, in response to their request 
that he send Yusuf with them to the desert to tend their cattle, 



(Truly, it saddens me that you should take him away.) He said that it was hard on him that he 
be separated from Yusuf for the duration of their trip, until they came back. This demonstrates 
the deep love that Ya' qub had for his son, because he saw in Yusuf great goodness and exalted 
qualities with regards to conduct and physical attractiveness associated with the rank of 
prophethood. May Allah's peace and blessings be on him. Prophet Ya' qub's statement next, 



(I fear lest a wolf should devour him, while you are careless of him.) He said to them, * I fear 
that you might be careless with him while you are tending the cattle and shooting, then a wolf 
might come and eat him while you are unaware.' They heard these words from his mouth and 
used them in their response for what they did afterwards. They also gave a spontaneous reply 
for their father's statement, saying, 



(If a wolf devours him, while we are an * Usbah, then surely, we are the losers.) They said, " If a 
wolf should attack and devour him while we are all around him in a strong group, then indeed 
we are the losers and weak.' 



(15. So, when they took him away, they all agreed to throw him down to the bottom of the 
well, and We revealed to him: "Indeed, you shall (one day) inform them of this their affair, 
when they know (you) not.") 



Yusuf is thrown in a Well 

Allah says that when Yusuf's brothers took him from his father, after they requested him to 
permit that, 



(they all agreed to throw him down to the bottom of the well,) This part of the Ayah magnifies 
their crime, in that it mentions that they all agreed to throw him to the bottom of the well. 
This was their intent, yet when they took him from his father, they pretended otherwise, so 
that his father sends him with a good heart and feeling at ease and comfortable with his 
decision. It was reported that Ya' qub, peace be upon him, embraced Yusuf, kissed him and 
supplicated to Allah for him when he sent him with his brothers. As-Suddi said that the time 
spent between pretending to be well-wishers and harming Yusuf was no longer than their 
straying far from their father's eyes. They then started abusing Yusuf verbally, by cursing, and 
harming him by beating. When they reached the well that they agreed to throw him in, they 
tied him with rope and lowered him down. When Yusuf would beg one of them, he would smack 
and curse him. When he tried to hold to the sides of the well, they struck his hand and then cut 
the rope when he was only half the distance from the bottom of the well. He fell into the 
water and was submerged. However, he was able to ascend a stone that was in the well and 
stood on it. Allah said next, 



(and We revealed to him: "Indeed, you shall (one day) inform them of this their affair, when 
they know (you) not. ") In this Ayah, Allah mentions His mercy and compassion and His 
compensation and relief that He sends in times of distress. Allah revealed to Yusuf, during that 
distressful time, in order to comfort his heart and strengthen his resolve, ' Do not be saddened 
by what you have suffered. Surely, you will have a way out of this distress and a good end, for 
Allah will aid you against them, elevate your rank and raise your grade. Later on, you will 
remind them of what they did to you,' i 



(when they know not.) "Ibn ' Abbas commented on this Ayah, "You will remind them of this evil 
action against you, while they are unaware of your identity and unable to recognize you." 



(16. And they came to their father in the early part of the night weeping.) (17. They said: "0 
our father! We went racing with one another, and left Yusuf by our belongings and a wolf 
devoured him; but you will never believe us even when we speak the truth.") (18. And they 
brought his shirt stained with false blood. He said: "Nay, but your own selves have made up a 
tale. 3d (for me) patience is most fitting. And it is Allah (Alone) Whose help can be sought 
against that (lie) which you describe.") 



Yusuf 's Brothers try to deceive Their Father 

Allah narrates to us the deceit that Yusuf's brothers resorted to, after they threw him to the 
bottom of the well. They went back to their father, during the darkness of the night, crying 
and showing sorrow and grief for losing Yusuf. They started giving excuses to their father for 
what happened to Yusuf, falsely claiming that, 



(We went racing with one another), or had a shooting competition, 



(and left Yusuf by our belongings), guarding our clothes and luggage, 



(and a wolf devoured him), which is exactly what their father told them he feared for Yusuf 
and warned against. They said next, 



(but you will never believe us even when we speak the truth.) They tried to lessen the impact 
of the grave news they were delivering. They said, 'We know that you will not believe this 
news, even if you consider us truthful. 3d what about when you suspect that we are not 
truthful, especially since you feared that the wolf might devour Yusuf and that is what 
happened' Therefore, they said, 'You have reason not to believe us because of the strange 
coincidence and the amazing occurrence that happened to us. ' 



(And they brought his shirt stained with false blood.) on it, to help prove plot that they all 
agreed on. They slaughtered a sheep, according to Mujahid, As-Suddi and several other 
scholars, and stained Yusuf's shirt with its blood. They claimed that this was the shirt Yusuf was 
wearing when the wolf devoured him, being stained with his blood. But, they forgot to tear the 
shirt, and this is why Allah's Prophet Ya' qub did not believe them. Rather, he told them what 
he felt about what they said to him, thus refusing their false claim, 



(Nay, but your ownselves have made up a tale. So (for me) patience is most fitting.) Ya' qub 
said, ' I will firmly observe patience for this plot on which you agreed, until Allah relieves the 
distress with His aid and compassion, 



(And it is Allah (alone) Whose help can be sought against that which you describe.), against the 
lies and unbelievable incident that you said had occurred.' 



(19. And there came a caravan of travelers and they sent their water-drawer, and he let down 
his bucket (into the well). He said: "What good news! Here is a boy." So they hid him as 
merchandise (a slave). And Allah was the All-Knower of what they did.) (20. And they sold him 
for a Bakhs price, - for a few Dirhams. And they were of those who regarded him insignificant.) 



Yusuf is Rescued from the Well and sold as a Save 

Allah narrates what happened to Yusuf, peace be upon him, after his brothers threw him down 
the well and left him in it, alone, where he remained for three days, according to Abu Bakr bin 
'Ayyash. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "After Yusuf's brothers threw him down the well, they 
remained around the well for the rest of the day to see what he might do and what would 
happen to him. Allah sent a caravan of travelers that camped near that well, and they sent to 
it the man responsible for drawing water for them. When he approached the well, he lowered 
his bucket down into it, Yusuf held on to it and the man rescued him and felt happy, 



("What good news! Here is a boy.") AI-* Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented, "Allah's 
statement, 



(So they hid him as merchandise), is in reference to Yusuf's brothers, who hid the news that he 
was their brother. Yusuf hid this news for fear that his brothers might kill him and preferred to 
be sold instead. Consequently, Yusuf's brothers told the water drawer about him and that man 
said to his companions, 



("What good news! Here is a boy."), a slave whom we can sell. Therefore, Yusuf's own brothers 
sold him." Allah's statement, 



(And Allah was the All-Knower of what they did. ) states that Allah knew what Yusuf's brothers, 
and those who bought him, did. He was able to stop them and prevent them from committing 
their actions, but out of His perfect wisdom He decreed otherwise. He let them do what they 
did, so that His decision prevails and His appointed destiny rules, 



(Surely, His is the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the all that exists!) 
7:54 This reminds Allah's Messenger Muhammad , that Allah has perfect knowledge in the 
persecution that his people committed against him and that He is able to stop them. However, 
He decided to give them respite, then give Muhammad the victory and make him prevail over 
them, just as He gave Yusuf victory and made him prevail over his brothers. Allah said next, 



(And they sold him for a Bakhs price, - for a few Dirhams) in reference to Yusuf's brothers 
selling him for a little price, according to Mujahid and ' Ikrimah. ' Bakhs' means decreased, just 
as Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(shall have no fear, either of a Bakhs (a decrease in the reward of his good deeds) or a Rahaq 
(an increase in the punishment for his sins).) 72:13 meaning that Yusuf's brothers exchanged 
him for a miserably low price. Yet, he was so insignificant to them that had the caravan people 
wanted him for free, they would have given him for free to them! Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and Ad- 
Dahhak said that, 



(And they sold him), is in reference to Yusuf's brothers. They sold Yusuf for the lowest price, as 
indicated by Allah's statement next, 



(for a few Dirhams), twenty Dirhams, according to 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud. Smilar was said by 
Ibn " Abbas, Nawf Al-Bikali, As-Suddi, Qatadah and ' Atiyah AI-'Awfi, who added that they 
divided the Dirhams among themselves, each getting two Dirhams. Ad-Dahhak commented on 
Allah's statement, 



(And they were of those who regarded him insignificant.) "Because they had no knowledge of 
his prophet hood and glorious rank with Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." 



(21. And he (the man) from Egypt who bought him, said to his wife: "Make his stay comfortable, 
maybe he will profit us or we shall adopt him as a son." Thus did We establish Yusuf in the 
land, that We might teach him the interpretation of events. And Allah has full power and 
control over His affairs, but most of men know not.) (22. And when he Yusuf attained his full 
manhood, We gave him wisdom and knowledge (the prophet hood), thus We reward the doers of 
good.) 



Yusuf in Egypt 

Allah mentions the favors that He granted Yusuf, peace be on him, by which He made the man 
from Egypt who bought him, take care of him and provide him with a comfortable life. He also 
ordered his wife to be kind to Yusuf and had good hopes for his future, because of his firm 
righteous behavior. He said to his wife, 



(Make his stay comfortable, maybe he will profit us or we shall adopt him as a son.) The man 
who bought Yusuf was the minister of Egypt at the time, and his title was 'Aziz'. Abu Ishaq 
narrated that Abu x Ubaydah said that x Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Three had the most insight: 
t he ' Aziz of Egypt , who said to his wife, 



(Make his stay comfortable...), the woman who said to her father, 



(0 my father! Hire him...), 28:26 and Abu Bakr As-Sddiq when he appointed * Umar bin Al- 
Khattab to be the Khalifah after him, may Allah be pleased with them both." Allah said next 
that just as He saved Yusuf from his brothers, 



(Thus did We establish Yusuf in the land), in reference to Egypt, 



(that We might teach him the interpretation of events.) the interpretation of dreams, 
according to Mujahid and As-Suddi. Allah said next, 



(And Allah has full power and control over His affairs,) if He wills something, then there is no 
averting His decision, nor can it ever be stopped or contradicted. Rather, Allah has full power 
over everything and everyone else. Sa' id bin Jubayr said while commenting on Allah's 
statement, 



(And Allah has full power and control over His affairs,) "He does what ever He wills." Allah said, 



(but most of men know not.) meaning, have no knowledge of Allah's wisdom with regardsto His 
creation, compassion and doing what He wills. Allah said next, 



(And when he attained), in reference to Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, 



(his full manhood), sound in mind and perfect in body, 



(We gave him wisdom and knowledge), which is the prophethood that Allah sent him with for 
the people he lived among, 



(thus We reward the doers of good.) because Yusuf used to do good in the obedience of Allah 
the Exalted. 



(23. And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him (to do an evil act), and she closed 
the doors and said: "Come on, Oyou." He said: "I seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he is my Rabb! He 
made my living in a great comfort! Verily, the wrongdoers will never be successful.") 



Wife of the ' Aziz loves Yusuf and plots against Him 

Allah states that the wife of the 'Aziz of Egypt, in whose house Yusuf resided and whose 
husband recommended that she takes care of him and be generous to him, tried to seduce 
Yusuf! She called him to do an evil act with her, because she loved him very much. Yusuf was 
very handsome, filled with manhood and beauty. She beautified herself for him, closed the 
doors and called him, 



(and (she) said: "Come on, Oyou.") But he categorically refused her call, 



(He said: "I seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he is my Rabb! He made my living in a great comfort!") 
as they used to call the chief and master a ' Rabb', Yusuf said to her, 'your husband is my 
master who provided me with comfortable living and was kind to me, so I will never betray him 
by committing immoral sins with his wife,' 



(Verily, the wrongdoers will never be successful.) This was said by Mujahid, As-Suddi, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others. The scholars differ in their recitation of, 



(Hayta Laka), whereby Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several other scholars said that it means that 
she was calling him to herself. Al-Bukhari said; "Ikrimah said that, 



(Hayta Laka') means, 'come on, you', in the Aramaic language." Al-Bukhari collected this 
statement from ' Ikrimah without a chain of narration. Other scholars read it with the meaning, 
'I am ready for you'. Ibn 'Abbas, Abu ' Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Abu Wa'il, 'Ikrimah and 
Qatadah were reported to have read this part of the Ayah this way and explained it in the 
manner we ment ioned, as ' I am ready for you'. 



(24. And indeed she did desire him, and he would have inclined to her desire, had he not seen 
the evidence of his Lord. Thus it was, that We might turn away from him evil and immoval sins. 
Surely, he was one of Our Mukhlasin servants.) This is about the thoughts that cross the mind, 
according to Al-Baghawi who mentioned this opinion from some of the analysts. Al-Baghawi 
next mentioned here a Hadith that he narrated from ' Abdur Razzaq, from Ma' mar, from 
Hammam, from Abu Hurayrah, from the Messenger of Allah , 



» 



« 

(Allah the Exalted said, ' If my slave intends to perform a good deed, then record it for him as 
one good deed; if he performs it, then record it for him multiplied ten folds. If he intends to 
commit an evil act but did not commit it, then record it for him as one good deed, if he left it 
for My sake. But if he commits it, then write it as one evil deed.') This Hadith was also 
collected in the Two Sahihs using various wording, this is one of them. It was also reported that 
the Ayah means that Yusuf was about to beat her. As for the evidence that Yusuf saw at that 
moment, there are conflicting opinions to what it was. Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "The correct 
opinion is that we should say that he saw an Ayah from among Allah's Ayat that repelled the 
thought that crossed his mind. This evidence might have been the image of Ya' qub, or the 
image of an angel, or a divine statement that forbade him from doing that evil sin, etc. There 
are no clear proofs to support any of these statements in specific, so it should be left vague, as 
Allah left it. Allah's statement next, 



(Thus it was, that We might turn away from him evil and immoral sins.) means, 'Just as We 
showed him the evidence that turned him away from that sin, We save him from all types of 
evil and illegal sexual activity in all his affairs,' because, 



(Surely, he was one of Our Mukhlasin servants. ) meaning, chosen, purified, designated, 
appointed and right e- ous. May Allah's peace and blessings be on him." 



(25. So they raced with one another to the door, and she tore his shirt from the back. They 
both found her master (i.e. her husband) at the door. She said: "What is the recompense 
(punishment) for him who intended an evil design against your wife, except that he be put in 
prison or a painful torment") (26. He Yusuf said: "It was she that sought to seduce me;" and a 
witness of her household bore witness (saying): "If it be that his shirt is torn from the front, 
then her tale is true and he is a liar!") (27. "But if it be that his shirt is torn from the back, then 
she has told a lie and he is speaking the truth!") (28. So when he (her husband) saw his 
Yusuf s shirt torn at the back, he (her husband) said: "Surely, it is a plot of you women! 
Certainly mighty is your plot!") (29. "0 Yusuf ! Turn away from this! (O woman!) Ask forgiveness 
for your sin, verily, you were of the sinful.") Allah says that Yusuf and the wife of the 'Aziz 
raced to the door, Yusuf running away from her and her running after him to bring him back to 
the room. She caught up with him and held on to his shirt from the back, tearing it so terribly 
that it fell off Yusuf's back. Yusuf continued running from her, with her in pursuit. However, 
they found her master, her husband, at the front door. This is when she responded by deceit 
and evil plots, trying to exonerate herself and implicate him, saying, 



(What is the recompense (punishment) for him who intended an evil design against your 
wife...), in reference to illegal sexual intercourse, 



(except that he be put in prison) 



(or a painful torment) tormented severely with painful beating. Yusuf did not stand idle, but he 
declared the truth and exonerated himself from the betrayal she accused him of, 



(He Yusuf said), in truth and honesty, 



(It was she that sought to seduce me), and mentioned that she pursued him and pulled him 
towards her until she tore his shirt. 



(And a witness of her household bore witness (saying): "If it be that his shirt is torn from the 
front..."), not from the back, 



(then her tale is true) that he tried to commit an illegal sexual act with her. Had he called her 
to have sex with him and she refused, she would have pushed him away from her and tore his 
shirt from the front, 



(But if it be that his shirt is torn from the back, then she has told a lie and he is speaking the 
truth!) Had Yusuf run away from her, and this is what truly happened, and she set in his 
pursuit, she would have held to his shirt from the back to bring him back to her, thus tearing 
his shirt from the back. There is a difference of opinion over the age and gender of the witness 
mentioned here. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(and a witness of her household bore witness) "was a bearded man," meaning an adult male. 
Ath-Thawri reported that Jabir said that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "He was 
from the king's entourage." Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Muhammad bin 
Ishaq and others also said that the witness was an adult male. AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 
'Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(and a witness of her household bore witness) "He was a babe in the cradle. " Similar was 
reported from Abu Hurayrah, Hilal bin Yasaf, Al-Hasan, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak bin 
Muzahim, that the witness was a young boy who lived in the Aziz's house. Ibn Jarir At-Tabari 
preferred this view. Allah's statement, 



(So when he saw his Yusuf's shirt torn at the back,) indicates that when her husband became 
certain that Yusuf was telling the truth and that his wife was lying when she heralded the 
accusation of betrayal at Yusuf, 



(he said: "Surely, it is a plot of you women!...") He said, * This false accusation and staining the 
young man's reputation is but a plot of many that you, women, have,' 



(Certainly mighty is your plot!) The 'Aziz ordered Yusuf, peace be upon him, to be discrete 
about what happened, 



(0 Yusuf ! Turn away from this!), do not mention to anyone what has happened, 



(And ask forgiveness for your sin, ) addressing his wife. The 'Aziz was an easy man, or gave 
excuse to his wife because she saw in Yusuf an appeal she could not resist. He said to her, 'Ask 
forgiveness for your sin, the evil desire that you wanted to satisfy with this young man, and 
then inventing false accusations about him,' 



(verily, you were of the sinful.) 



(30. And women in the city said: "The wife of the 'Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) young 
man, indeed she loves him violently; verily, we see her in plain error.") (31. 3d when she heard 
of their accusation, she sent for them and prepared a banquet for them; she gave each one of 
them a knife, and she said to Yusuf : "Come out before them." Then, when they saw him, they 
exalted him (at his beauty) and (in their astonishment) cut their hands. They said: "How 
perfect is Allah! No man is this! This is none other than a noble angel!") (32. She said: "This is 
he (the young man) about whom you did blame me, and I did seek to seduce him, but he 
refused. And now if he refuses to obey my order, he shall certainly be cast into prison, and will 
be one of those who are disgraced.") (33. He said: "0 my Lord! Prison is dearer to me than that 
to which they invite me. Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel inclined towards 



them and be one of the ignorant.") (34. So his Lord answered his invocation and turned away 
from him their plot. Verily, He isthe All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 



The News reaches Women in the City, Who also plot against Yusuf 

Allah states that the news of what happened between the wife of the ' Aziz and Yusuf spread in 
the city, that is, Egypt, and people talked about it, 



(And women in the city said...), such as women of chiefs and princes said, while admonishing 
and criticizing the wife of the ' Aziz, 



(The wife of the * Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) young man,), she is luring her servant to 
have sex with her, 



(indeed she loves him violently;), her love for him filled her heart and engulfed it, 



(verily, we see her in plain error.), by loving him and trying to seduce him. 



(So when she heard of their accusation,) especially their statement, "indeed she loves him 
violently." Muhammad bin Ishaq commented, "They heard of Yusuf's beauty and wanted to see 
him, so they said these words in order to get a look at him. " This is when, 



(she sent for them), invited them to her house, 



(and prepared a banquet for them.) Ibn 'Abbas, Said bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi 
and several others commented that she prepared a sitting room which had couches, pillows to 
recline on and food that requires knives to cut, such as citron. This is why Allah said next, 



(and she gave each one of them a knife), as a part of her plan of revenge for their plot to see 
Yusuf, 



(and she said to Yusuf : "Come out before them."), for she had asked him to stay somewhere 
else in the house, 



(Then, when) he went out and, 



(they saw him, they exalted him) they thought highly of him and were astonished at what they 
saw. They started cutting their hands in amazement at his beauty, while thinking that they 
were cutting the citron with their knives. Therefore, they injured their hands with the knives 
they were holding, according to several reports of Tafsir. Others said that after they ate and 
felt comfortable, and after having placed citron in front of them, giving each one of them a 
knife, the wife of the ' Aziz asked them, "Would you like to see Yusuf" They said, "Yes." So she 
sent for him to come in front of them and when they saw him, they started cutting their hands. 
She ordered him to keep coming and going, so that they saw him from all sides, and he went 
back in while they were still cutting their hands. When they felt the pain, they started 
screaming and she said to them, "You did all this from one look at him, so how can I be blamed 



(They said: "How perfect is Allah! No man is this! This is none other than a noble angel!") They 
said to her, "We do not blame you anymore after the sight that we saw." They never saw 
anyone like Yusuf before, for he, peace be upon him, was given half of all beauty. An authentic 
Hadith stated that the Messenger of Allah passed by Prophet Yusuf, during the Night of Isra' in 
the third heaven and commented, 



« » 

(He was given a half of all beauty.) Mujahid and others said they said : "We seek refuge from 
Allah," 



(No man isthis!) They said next, 



("This is none other than a noble angel!" She said: "This is he (the young man) about whom you 
did blame me...") She said these words to them so that they excuse her behavior, for a man 
who looks this beautiful and perfect, is worthy of being loved, she thought. She said, 



(and I did seek to seduce him, but he refused) to obey me. Some scholars said that when the 
women saw Yusuf's beauty, she told them about his inner beauty that they did not know of, 
being chaste and beautiful from the inside and outside. She then threatened him, 



(And now if he refuses to obey my order, he shall certainly be cast into prison, and will be one 
of those who are disgraced.) This is when Prophet Yusuf sought refuge with Allah from their 
evil and wicked plots, 



(He said: "0 my Lord! Prison isdearer to me than that to which they invite me...") illegal sexual 
acts, 



(Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel inclined towards them) Yusuf invoked 
Allah: If You abandon me and I am reliant on myself, then I have no power over myself, nor can 
I bring harm or benefit to myself, except with Your power and will. Verily, You are sought for 
each and everything, and our total reliance is on You Alone for each and everything. Please, do 
not abandon me and leave me to rely on myself, for then, 



("I will feel inclined towards them and be one of the ignorant." 3d his Lord answered his 
invocation) Yusuf, peace be upon him, was immune from error by Allah's will, and He saved him 
from accepting the advances of the wife of the ' Aziz'. He preferred prison, rather than accept 
her illicit call. This indicates the best and most perfect grade in this case, for Yusuf was 
youthful, beautiful and full of manhood. His master's wife was calling him to herself, and she 
was the wife of the 'Aziz of Egypt. She was also very beautiful and wealthy, as well as having a 
great social rank. He refused all this and preferred prison, for he feared Allah and hoped to 
earn His reward. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(Allah will give shade to seven, on the Day when there will be no shade but His: A just ruler, a 
youth who has been brought up in the worship of Allah, a man whose heart is attached to the 
Masjid, from the time he goes out of the Masjid until he gets back to it, two persons who love 
each other only for Allah's sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only, a man who gives 
charitable gifts so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right hand has given, a 
man who refuses the call of a charming woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse with her 
and says: "I am afraid of Allah, and a person who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes are 
then flooded with tears.") 



(35. Then it occurred to them, after they had seen the proofs (of his innocence), to imprison 
him for a time.) 



Yusuf is imprisoned without Justification 

Allah says, 'Then it occurred to them that it would be in their interest to imprison Yusuf for a 
time, even after they were convinced of his innocence and saw the proofs of his truth, honesty 
and chastity.' It appears, and Allah knows best, that they imprisoned him after the news of 
what happened spread. They wanted to pretend that Yusuf was the one who tried to seduce 
the ' Aziz's wife and that they punished him with imprisonment. This is why when the Pharaoh 
asked Yusuf to leave jail a long time afterwards, he refused to leave until his innocence was 
acertained and the allegation of his betrayal was refuted. When this was successfully achieved, 
Yusuf left the prison with his honor intact, peace be upon him. 



(36. And there entered with him two young men in the prison. One of them said: "Verily, I saw 
myself (in a dream) pressing wine." The other said: "Verily, I saw myself (in a dream) carrying 
bread on my head and birds were eating thereof." (They said): "Inform us of the interpretation 
of this. Verily, we think you are one of the doers of good.") 



Two Jail Mates ask Yusuf to interpret their Dreams 

Qatadah said, "One of them was the king's distiller and the other was his baker." Each of these 
two men had a dream and asked Yusuf to interpret it for them. 



(37. He said: "No food will come to you as your provision, but I will inform its interpretation 
before it comes. This is of that which my Lord has taught me. Verily, I have abandoned the 
religion of a people that believe not in Allah and are disbelievers in the Hereafter.") (38. "And I 
have followed the religion of my fathers, - Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub and never could we 
attribute any partners whatsoever to Allah. This is from the grace of Allah to us and to 
mankind, but most men thank not.) 



Yusuf calls His Jail Mates to Tawhid even before He interprets Their 

Dreams 

Yusuf, peace be upon him, told the two men that he has knowledge in the interpretation of 
whatever they saw in their dream, and that he will tell them about the interpretation of the 
dreams before they become a reality. This is why he said, 



(No food will come to you as your provision, but I will inform you of its interpretation) Mujahid 
commented, 



(No food will come to you as your provision,) this day, 



(but I will inform you of its interpretation before it comes.) As-Suddi said similarly. Yusuf said 
that, this knowledge is from Allah Who taught it to me, because I shunned the religion of those 
who disbelieve in Him and the Last Day, who neither hope for Allah's reward nor fear His 
punishment on the Day of Return, 



(And I have followed the religion of my fathers, - Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub) Yusuf said, 'I 
have avoided the way of disbelief and polytheism, and followed the way of these honorable 
Messengers,' may Allah's peace and blessings be on them. This, indeed, is the way of he who 
seeks the path of guidance and follows the way of the Messengers, all the while shunning the 
path of deviation. It is he whose heart Allah will guide, teaching him what he did not know 
beforehand. It is he whom Allah will make an Imam who is imitated in the way of 
righteousness, and a caller to the path of goodness. Yusuf said next, 



(and never could we attribute any partners whatsoever to Allah. This is from the grace of Allah 
to us and to mankind,) this Tawhid -Monotheism-, affirming that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah alone without partners, 



(is from the grace of Allah to us), He has revealed it to us and ordained it on us, 



(and to mankind,), to whom He has sent us as callers to Tawhid, 



(but most men thank not.) they do not admit Allah's favor and blessing of sending the 
Messengers to them, but rather, 



(Have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to dwell in the 
house of destruction.) 14:28 



(39. "0 two companions of the prison! Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, 
the Irresistible") (40. "You do not worship besides Him but only names which you have named 
(forged) - you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent down no authority. The command is 
for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him; that is the straight 
religion, but most men know not.") Prophet Yusuf went on calling his two prison companions to 
worship Allah alone, without partners, and to reject whatever is being worshipped instead of 
Him like the idols, which were worshipped by the people of the two men, Yusuf said, 



(Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible) to Whose grace and 
infinite kingdom everything and everyone has submitted in humiliation. Prophet Yusuf 
explained to them next that it is because of their ignorance that they worship false deities and 
give them names, for these names were forged and are being transferred from one generation 
to the next generation. They have no proof or authority that supports this practice, hence his 
statement to them, 



(for which Allah has sent down no authority) or proof and evidence. He then affirmed that the 
judgement, decision, will and kingdom are all for Allah alone, and He has commanded all of His 
servants to worship none but Him. He said, 



(that is the straight religion,) Mhis, Tawhid of Allah and directing all acts of worship at Him 
alone in sincerity, that I am calling you to is the right, straight religion that Allah has ordained 
and for which He has revealed what He wills of proofs and evidences,' 



(but most men know not.), and this is why most of them are idolators, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you eagerly desire it.) 12:103 When Yusuf 
finished calling them, he started interpreting their dreams for them, 



(41. "Otwo companions of the prison! As for one of you, he will pour out wine for his master to 
drink; and as for the other, he will be crucified and birds will eat from his head. Thus is the 
case judged concerning which you both did inquire.") 



The Interpretation of the Dreams 

Yusuf said, 



(0 two companions of the prison! As for one of you, he will pour out wine for his master to 
drink;) to the man who saw in a dream that he was pressing wine. He did not direct this speech 
at him, however, so that to lessen the grief of the other person. This is why he made his 
statement indirect, 



(and as for the other, he will be crucified and birds will eat from his head.) which is the 
interpretation of the other man's dream in which he saw himself carrying bread above his head. 
Yusuf told them that the decision about their matter has already been taken and it shall come 
to pass. This is because the dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is not truthfully 
interpreted. If it is interpreted, then it becomes a reality. Ath-Thawri said that ' Imarah bin Al- 
Qa' qa' narrated that Ibrahim said that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "When they said what they 
said to him, and he explained their dreams to them, they replied, ' We did not see anything at 
all.' This is when he said, 



(Thus is the case judged concerning which you both did inquire.)" The understanding in this is 
that he who claims that he saw a dream and was given its interpretation, then he will be tied 
to its interpretation, and Allah has the best knowledge. There is an honorable Hadith that 
Imam Ahmad collected from IVkf awiyah bin Haydah that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is not interpreted. If it is interpreted, it becomes 
a reality.) 



(42. And he said to the one whom he knew to be saved: "Mention me to your king." But Shaytan 
made him forget to mention it to his master. So Yusuf stayed in prison a few (more) years.) 



Yusuf asks the King's Distiller to mention Him to the King 

Yusuf knew that the distiller would be saved. So discretely, so that the other man's suspicion 
that he would be crucified would not intensify, he said, 



(Mention me to your King.) asking him to mention his story to the king. That man forgot Yusuf's 
request and did not mention his story to the king, a plot from the devil, so that Allah's Prophet 
would not leave the prison. This is the correct meaning of, 



(But Shaytan made him forget to mention it to his master.) that it refers to the man who was 
saved. As was said by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others. As for, " a few years', 
or, Bida' in Arabic, it means between three and nine, according to Mujahid and Qatadah. Wahb 
bin Munabbih said, "Ayyub suffered from the illness for seven years, Yusuf remained in prison 
for seven years and Bukhtanassar (Nebuchadnezzar - Chaldean king of Babylon) was tormented 
for seven years." 



(43. And the king (of Egypt) said: "Verily, I saw (in a dream) seven fat cows, whom seven lean 
ones were devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and (seven) others dry. notables! Explain 
to me my dream, if it be that you can interpret dreams." (44. They said: "Mixed up false 
dreams and we are not skilled in the interpretation of dreams.") o(45. Then the man who was 
released, now at length remembered and said: "I will tell you its interpretation, so send me 
forth.") (46. (He said): "0 Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain to us seven fat cows whom seven 
lean ones were devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and (seven) others dry, that I may 
return to the people, and that they may know.") (47. Yusuf said: "For seven consecutive years, 
you shall sow as usual and that which you reap you shall leave it in the ears, (all) except a 
little of it which you may eat.") (48. "Then will come after that, seven hard (years), which will 
devour what you have laid by in advance for them, (all) except a little of that which you have 
guarded (stored).") (49. "Then thereafter will come a year in which people will have abundant 
rain and in which they will press (wine and oil).") 

The Dream of the King of Egypt 

The King of Egypt had a dream that Allah the Exalted made a reason for Yusuf's release from 
prison, with his honor and reputation preserved. When the king had this dream, he was 
astonished and fearful and sought its interpretation. He gathered the priests, the chiefs of his 
state and the princes and told them what he had seen in a dream, asking them to interpret it 
for him. They did not know its interpretation and as an excuse, they said, 



(Mixed up false dreams), which you saw, 



(and we are not skilled in the interpretation of dreams.) They said, had your dream been a 
vision rather than a mixed up false dream, we would not have known its interpretation. The 
man who was saved from the two, who were Yusuf's companions in prison, remembered. 
Shaytan plotted to make him forget the request of Yusuf, to mention his story to the king. 
Now, years later, he remembered after forgetfulnessand said to the king and his entourage, 



(I will tell you its interpretation,) he interpretation of thisdream, 



(so send me forth.) to the prison, to Yusuf, the man of truth. 3d they sent him, and he said to 
Yusuf, 



(0 Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain to us..) and mentioned the king's dream to him. 



Yusuf's Interpretation of the King's Dream 

This is when Yusuf, peace be upon him, told the interpretation of the dream, without 
criticizing the man for forgetting his request that he had made to him. Neither did he make a 
precondition that he be released before explaining the meaning. Rather, he said, 



(For seven consecutive years, you shall sow as usual) ' you will receive the usual amount of rain 
and fertility for seven consecutive years.' He interpreted the cows to be years, because cows 
till the land that produce fruits and vegetables, which represent the green ears of corn in the 
dream. He next recommended what they should do during these fertile years, 



(and that (the harvest) which you reap you shall leave it in the ears, (all) except a little of it 
which you may eat.) He said, 'Whatever you harvest during those seven fertile years, leave it 
in the ears so as to preserve it better. This will help the harvest stay healthy longer, except the 
amount that you need to eat, which should not be substantial. 9ay away from extravagance, 
so that you use what remains of the harvest during the seven years of drought that will follow 
the seven fertile years.' This was represented by the seven lean cows that eat the seven fat 
cows. During the seven years of drought, they will eat from the harvest they collected during 
the seven fertile years, as represented by the dry ears of corn in the dream. Yusuf toid them 



that during these years, the remaining ears will not produce anything and whatever they try to 
plant, will not produce any harvest, so he said, 



(which will devour what you have laid by in advance for them, (ali) except a little of that 
which you have guarded (stored).) He delivered the good news to them that after the 
consecutive years of drought, there will come a fertile year, during which people will receive 
rain and the land will produce in abundance. The people will then press wine and oil as usual. 



(50. And the king said: "Bring him to me." But when the messenger came to him, Yusuf said: 
"Return to your king and ask him, 'What happened to the women who cut their hands Surely, 
my Lord (Allah) is Well-Aware of their plot.'") (51. (The king) said (to the women): "What was 
your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf" The women said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we 
against him!" The wife of the 'Aziz said: "Now the truth is manifest (to all); it was I who sought 
to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful. ") (52. Then Yusuf said: "I asked for this inquiry 
in order that he may know that I betrayed him not in (his) absence." And, verily, Allah guides 
not the plot of the betrayers.) (53. "And I free not myself (from the blame). Verily, the self is 
inclined to evil, except when my Lord bestows His mercy (upon whom He wills). Verily, my Lord 
is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 



The King investigates what happened between the Wife of the 
' Aziz, the Women in the City, and Yusuf 

Allah narrates to us that when the king was conveyed the interpretation of his dream, he liked 
Yusuf's interpretation and felt sure that it was true. He realized the virtue of Prophet Yusuf, 
recognized his knowledge in the interpretation of dreams and valued his good conduct with his 
subjects in his country. The king said, 



(Bring him to me.) ' Release him from prison and bring him to me.' When the king's emissary 
came to Yusuf and conveyed the news of his imminent release, Yusuf refused to leave the 
prison until the king and his subjects declare his innocence and the integrity of his honor, 
denouncing the false accusation that the wife of the ' Aziz made against him. He wanted them 
to know that sending him to prison was an act of injustice and aggression, not that he 
committed an offense that warranted it. He said, 



(Return to your lord (i.e. king...) The Sunnah of our Prophet praised Prophet Yusuf and 
asserted his virtues, honor, elevated rank and patience, may Allah's peace and blessings be on 
him. The Musnad and the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(We are more liable to be in doubt than Ibrahim when he said,) 



(My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead. ..) 

» 



« 

(And may Allah send His mercy on Lut! He wished to have powerful support! If I were to stay in 
prison for such a longtime as Yusuf did, I would have accepted the offer.) In another narration 
collected by Ahmad from Abu Hurayrah, the Prophet said about Yusuf's statement, 



("...and ask him, ' What happened to the women who cut their hands Surely, my Lord (Allah) is 
Wei I -Aware of their plot.'") 



» 



« 



(If it was me, I would have accepted the offer rather than await my exoneration first.) Allah 
said (that the king asked), 



(He said, "What was your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf") The king gathered those 
women who cut their hands, while being hosted at the house of the wife of the ~ Aziz. He asked 
them all, even though he was directing his speech at the wife of his minister, the 'Aziz in 
particular. He asked the women who cut their hands, 



(What was your affair...), what was your story with regardsto, 



(when you did seek to seduce Yusuf) on the day of the banquet 



(The women said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we against him!") The women answered the king, 
'Allah forbid that Yusuf be guilty of this, for by Allah, we never knew him to do evil.' This is 
when, 



(The wife of the 'Aziz said: "Now the truth has Hashasa...") or the truth is manifest to all, 
according to Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and others. Hashasa also means, ' became clear and plain', 



(it was I who sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful.) when he said, 



(It was she that sought to seduce me.) 



(in order that he may know that I betrayed him not in (his) absence. ) She said, ' I admit this 
against myself so that my husband knows that I did not betray him in his absence and that 
adultery did not occur. I tried to seduce this young man and he refused, and I am admitting this 
so that he knows I am innocent,' 



(And, verily, Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers. And I free not myself (from the 
blame).) She said, ' I do not exonerate myself from blame, because the soul wishes and lusts, 
and this is what made me seduce him,' for, 



(Verily, the (human) self is inclined to evil, except when my Lord bestows His mercy (upon 
whom He wills).) whom Allah the Exalted wills to grant them immunity, 



(Verily, my Lord is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This is the most viable and suitable 
understanding for the continuity of the story and the meanings of Arabic speech. Al-Mawardi 
mentioned this in his Tafsir, in support of it, it was also preferred by Imam Abu AI-* Abbas Ibn 
Taymiyyah who wrote about it in detail in a separate work. It was said Yusuf peace be upon 
him isthe one who said, 



(in order that he (the ' Aziz) may know that I betrayed him not) with his wife, 



(in (his) absence).) until the end of Ayah (53) He said, x I sent back the emissary, so that the 
king would investigate my innocence and the ' Aziz be certain that, 



(I betrayed him not), with hiswife, 



(in (his) absence. And, verily, Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers.)' This is the only 
explanation presented by Ibn Jarir At-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim, but the first view is stronger 
and more obvious because it is a continuation of what the wife of the 'Aziz said in the 
presence of the king. Yusuf was not present at all during this time, for he was released later on 
and brought to the king by his order. 



(54. And the king said: "Bring him to me that I may attach him to my person." Then, when he 
spoke to him, he said: "Verily, this day, you are with us high in rank and fully trusted.") (55. 
Yusuf said: "Set me over the storehouses of the land; I will indeed guard them with full 
knowledge.") 



Yusuf 's Rank with the King of Egypt 

Allah states that when he became aware of Yusuf 's innocence and hisinnocense of what he was 
accused of, the king said, 



(Bring him to me that I may attach him to my person.), Mhat I may make him among my close 
aids and associates,' 



(Then, when he spoke to him), when the king spoke to Yusuf and further recognized his virtues, 
great ability, brilliance, good conduct and perfect mannerism, he said to him, 



(Verily, this day, you are with us high in rank and fully trusted.) The king said to Yusuf, 'You 
have assumed an exalted status with us and are indeed fully trusted.' Yusuf, peace be upon him 
said, 



(Set me over the storehouses of the land; I will indeed guard them with full knowledge.) Yusuf 
praised himself, for this is allowed when one's abilities are unknown and there is a need to do 
so. He said that he is, 



(Hafiz), an honest guard, 



(" Alim), having knowledge and wisdom about the job he is to be entrusted with. Prophet Yusuf 
asked the king to appoint him as minister of finance for the land, responsible for the harvest 
storehouses, in which they would collect produce for the years of drought which he told them 
will come. He wanted to be the guard, so that he could dispense the harvest in the wisest, best 
and most beneficial way. The king accepted Yusuf's offer, for he was eager to draw Yusuf close 
to him and to honor him. 3d Allah said, 



(56. Thus did We give full authority to Yusuf in the land, to take possession therein, when or 
where he likes. We bestow of Our mercy on whom We will, and We make not to be lost the 
reward of the good doers.) (57. And verily, the reward of the Hereafter is better for those who 
believed and had Taqwa.) a 



Yusuf's Reign in Egypt 



Allah said next, 



(Thus did We give full authority to Yusuf in the land), in Egypt, 



(to take possession therein, when or where he likes.) As-Suddi and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam said that this part of the Ayah means, "To do whatever he wants therein." Ibn Jarir at 
Tabari said that it means, "He used to move about freely in the land after being imprisoned, 
suffering from hardship and the disgrace of slavery." Allah said next, 



(We bestow of Our mercy on whom We will, and We make not to be lost the reward of the good 
doers.) Allah says here, We did not let the patience of Yusuf, from the harm his brothers 
exerted on him and being imprisoned because of the wife of the 'Aziz, to be lost. Instead, 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored rewarded him with His aid and victory, 



(And We make not to be lost the reward of the good doers. And verily, the reward of the 
Hereafter is better for those who believed and had Taqwa.) Allah states that what He has 
prepared for His Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, in the Hereafter is much greater, subs- 
tantial and honored than the authority He gave him in this life. Allah said about His Prophet 
Sulayman (Salomon), peace be upon him, 



("This is Our gift, so spend or withhold, no account will be asked of you." And verily, for him is 
a near access to Us, and a good (final) return (Paradise).) 38:39-40 Yusuf, peace be upon him, 
was appointed minister of finance by Ar-Rayyan bin Al-Walid, king of Egypt at the time, instead 



of the 'Aziz who bought him and the husband of she who tried to seduce him. The king of 
Egypt embraced Islam at the hands of Yusuf, peace be upon him, according to Mujahid. 



(58. And Yusuf's brethren came and they entered unto him, and he recognized them, but they 
recognized him not.) (59. And when he furnished them with their provisions, he said: "Bring me 
a brother of yours from your father. See you not that I give full measure, and that I am the best 
of the hosts") (60. "But if you bring him not to me, there shall be no measure (of corn) for you 
with me, nor shall you come near me.") (61. They said: "We shall try to get permission (for him) 
from his father, and verily, we shall do it.") (62. And Yusuf told his servants to put their 
money into their bags, so that they might know it when they go back to their people; in order 
that they might come again.) 



Yusuf's Brothers travel to Egypt 

As-Suddi, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others said that the reason why Yusuf's brothers 
went to Egypt, is that after Yusuf became minister of Egypt and the seven years of abundance 
passed, then came the seven years of drought that struck all areas of Egypt. The drought also 
reached the area of Kana' an (Canaan), where Prophet Ya' qub, peace be upon him, and his 
children resided. Prophet Yusuf efficiently guarded the people's harvest and collected it, and 
what he collected became a great fortune for the people. This also permitted Yusuf to give 
gifts to the people who sought his aid from various areas who came to buy food and provisions 
for their families. Yusuf would not give a family man more than whatever a camel could carry, 
as annual provisions for them. Yusuf himself did not fill his stomach from this food, nor did the 
king and his aids eat except one meal a day. By doing so, the people could sustain themselves 
with what they had for the remainder of the seven years. Indeed, Yusuf was a mercy from Allah 
sent to the people of Egypt. Yusuf's brothers were among those who came to Egypt to buy food 
supplies, by the order of their father. They knew that the 'Aziz of Egypt was selling food to 
people who need it for a low price, so they took some merchandise from their land with them 
to exchange it for food. They were ten, because Ya' qub peace be upon him kept his son and 



Yusuf's brother Binyamin with him. Binyamin was the dearest of his sons to him after Yusuf. 
When Prophet Yusuf's brothers entered on him in his court and the center of his authority, he 
knew them the minute he saw them. However, they did not recognize him because they got rid 
of him when he was still young, and sold him to a caravan of travelers while unaware of their 
destination. They could not have imagined that Yusuf would end up being a minister, and this is 
why they did not recognize him, while he did recognize them. As-Suddi said that Yusuf started 
talking to his brothers and asked them, "What brought you to my land" They said, "O, " Aziz, we 
came to buy provisions." He asked them, "You might be spies." They said, "Allah forbids." He 
asked them, "Where are you from" They said, "From the area of Kana' an, and our father is 
Allah's Prophet Ya' qub." He asked them, "Does he have other children besides you" They said, 
"Yes, we were twelve brothers. Our youngest died in the desert, and he used to be the dearest 
to his father. His full brother is alive and his father kept him, so that his closeness compensates 
him for losing our youngest brother who died ." Yusuf ordered that his brothers be honored and 
allowed to remain, 



(And when he furnished them with their provisions,) according to their needs and gave them 
what they wanted to buy, he said to them, "Bring me your brother from your father's side whom 
you mentioned, so that I know that you have told me the truth." He continued, 



(See you not that I give full measure, and that I am the best of the hosts) encouraging them to 
return to him. He then threatened them, 



(But if you bring him not to me, there shall be no measure (of corn) for you with me. ) He 
threatened them that if the next time they come without Binyamin with them, they will not be 
allowed to buy the food that they need, 



("...nor shall you come near me." They said: "We shall try to get permission (for him) from his 
father, and verily, we shall do it.") They said, 'We will try our best to bring him with us, so 
that we spare no effort to prove to you that we are truthful in what we told you about 
ourselves.' Allah said, 



(And Yusuf told his servants), or his slaves, 



(to put their money), or the merchandise they brought with them to exchange for food, 



(into their bags,), while they were unaware, 



(in order that they might come again.) It was said that Yusuf did this because he feared that his 
brothers might not have any more merchandise they could bring with them to exchange for 
food. 



(63. So, when they returned to their father, they said: "Oour father! No more measure of grain 
shall we get (unless we take our brother). So send our brother with us, and we shall get our 
measure and truly, we will guard him.") (64. He said: "Can I entrust him to you except as I 
entrusted his brother Yusuf to you aforetime But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy.") 



Yusuf 's Brothers ask Ya qub's Permission to send Their Brother 
Binyamin with Them to Egypt 



Allah says that when they went back to their father, 



(they said: "Oour father! No more measure of grain shall we get...") 'after this time, unless 
you send our brother Binyamin with us. So send him with us, and we shall get our measure and 
we shall certainly guard him.' Some scholars read this Ayah in a way that means, ' and he shall 
get his ration.' They said, 



(and truly, we will guard him.), ' do not fear for his safety, for he will be returned back to you. 
This is what they said to Ya' qub about their brother Yusuf, 



("Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and verily, we will take care of him. 
12:12 This is why Prophet Ya' qub said to them, 



(Can I entrust him to you except as I entrusted his brother Yusuf to you aforetime) He asked 
them, ' Will you do to him except what you did to his brother Yusuf before, when you took him 
away from me and separated me from him' 



(But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.) Ya' qub 
said, " Allah has the most mercy with me among all those who show mercy, He is compassionate 
with me for my old age, feebleness and eagerness for my son. I invoke Allah to return him to 
me, and to allow him and I to be together; for surely, He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show mercy.' 



(65. And when they opened their bags, they found their money had been returned to them. 
They said: "0 our father! What (more) can we desire This, our money has been returned to us; 
so we shall get (more) food for our family, and we shall guard our brother and add one more 
measure of a camel's load. This quantity is easy (for the king to give).") (66. He Ya* qub said: 
"I will not send him with you until you swear a solemn oath to me in Allah's Name, that you will 
bring him back to me unless you are yourselves surrounded (by enemies)," And when they had 
sworn their solemn oath, he said: "Allah is the Witness to what we have said.") 



They find Their Money returned to Their Bags 

Allah says, when Yusuf's brothers opened their bags, they found their merchandise inside them, 
for Yusuf had ordered his servants to return it to their bags. When they found their 
merchandise in their bags, 



(They said: "Oour father! What (more) can we desire..."), what more can we ask for, 



(This, our money has been returned to us;) Qatadah commented (that they said), "What more 
can we ask for, our merchandise was returned to us and the " Aziz has given us the sufficient 
load we wanted" They said next , 



(so we shall get (more) food for our family,), ' if you send our brother with us the next time we 
go to buy food for our family,' 



(and we shall guard our brother and add one more measure of a camel's load.) since Yusuf, 
peace be upon him, gave each man a camel's load of corn. 



(This quantity is easy (for the king to give).) They said these words to make their case more 
appealing, saying that taking their brother with them is worth this gain, 



(He Ya' qub (Jacob) said: "I will not send him with you until you swear a solemn oath to me in 
Allah's Name..."), until you swear by Allah with the strongest oath, 



(that you will bring him back to me unless you are yourselves surrounded (by enemies)), unless 
you were all overwhelmed and were unable to rescue him, 



(And when they had sworn their solemn oath), he affirmed it further, saying, 



(Allah is the Witness to what we have said.) Ibn Ishaq commented, "Ya' qub did that because he 
had no choice but to send them to bring necessary food supplies for their survival. 3d he sent 
Binyamin with them." 



(67. And he said: "0 my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but enter by different gates, and I 
cannot avail you against Allah at all. Verily, the decision rests only with Allah. In Him, I put my 
trust and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him.") (68. And when they entered according 
to their father's advice, it did not avail them in the least against (the will of) Allah; it was but a 
need of Ya' qub's inner self which he discharged. And verily, he was endowed with knowledge 
because We had taught him, but most men know not.) 



Ya qub orders His Children to enter Egypt from Different Gates 

Allah says that Ya' qub, peace be upon him, ordered his children, when he sent Binyamin with 
them to Egypt, to enter from different gates rather than all of them entering from one gate. 
Ibn 'Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak Qatadah, As-Suddi and several others 
said that he feared the evil eye for them, because they were handsome and looked beautiful 
and graceful. He feared that people might direct the evil eye at them, because the evil eye 
truly harms, by Allah's decree, and brings down the mighty warrior-rider from his horse. He 
next said, I 



(and I cannot avail you against Allah at all.) this precaution will not resist Allah's decision and 
appointed decree. Verily, whatever Allah wills, cannot be resisted or stopped, 



("Verily, the decision rests only with Allah. In Him, I put my trust and let all those that trust, 
put their trust in Him." And when they entered according to their father's advice, it did not 
avail them in the least against (the will of) Allah; it was but a need of Ya' qub's inner self which 
he discharged. ), as a precaution against the evil eye, 



(And verily, he was endowed with knowledge because We had taught him,) he had knowledge 
that he implemented, according to Qatadah and Ath-Thawri. Ibn Jarir said that this part of the 
Ayah means, he has knowledge that We taught him, 



(but most men know not.) 



(69. And when they went in before Yusuf, he took his brother (Binyamin) to himself and said: 
"Verily, I am your brother, so grieve not for what they used to do.") 



Yusuf comforts Binyamin 

Allah states that when Yusuf's brothers went in before him along with his full brother Binyamin, 
he invited them to a place of honor as privileged guests. He granted them gifts and generous 
hospitality and kindness. He met his brother in confidence and told him the story of what 
happened to him and that he was in fact his brother. He said to him, 



" (grieve not) nor feel sad for what they did to me.' He ordered Binyamin to hide the news from 
them and to refrain from telling them that the ' Aziz is his brother Yusuf. He plotted with him 
to keep him in Egypt enjoying honor and great hospitality. 



(70. So when he furnished them forth with their provisions, he put the bowl in his brother's 
bag. Then a crier cried: "O you (in) the caravan! Surely, you are thieves!") (71. They, turning 
towards them, said: "What is it that you have lost") (72. They said: "We have lost the bowl of 
the king and for him who produces it is (the reward of) a camel load; and I will be bound by 
it.") 



Yusuf had His Golden Bowl placed in Binyamin's Bag; a Plot to keep 

Him in Egypt 

After Yusuf supplied them with their provisions, he ordered some of his servants to place his 
silver bowl (in Binyamin's bag), according to the majority of scholars. Some scholars said that 



the king's bowl was made from gold. Ibn Zayd added that the king used it to drink from, and 
later, measured food grains with it since food became scarce in that time, according to Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd. Shu' bah said that Abu 
Bishr narrated that Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 'Abbas said that the king's bowl was made 
from silver and he used it to drink with. Yusuf had the bowl placed in Binyamin'sbag while they 
were unaware, and then had someone herald, 



(0 you (in) the caravan! Surely, you are thieves!) They looked at the man who was heralding 
this statement and asked him, 



("What is it that you have lost" They said: "We have lost the bowl of the king..."), which he used 
to measure food grains, 



(and for him who produces it is a camel load;), as a reward, 



(and I will be bound by it.), as assurance of delivery of the reward. 



(73. They said: "By Allah! Indeed you know that we came not to make mischief in the land, and 
we are no thieves!") (74. They said: "What then shall be the penalty of him, if you are (proved 
to be) liars.") (75. They Yusuf's brothers said: "His penalty should be that he, in whose bag it is 
found, should be held for the punishment (of the crime). Thus we punish the wrongdoers!") (76. 
So he Yusuf began (the search) in their bags before the bag of his brother. Then he brought it 
out of his brother's bag. Thus did We plan for Yusuf. He could not take his brother by the law of 
the king (as a slave), except that Allah willed it. We raise to degrees whom We will, but over 
all those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allah).) After Yusuf's servants accused 
his brothers of theft, they said, 



(By Allah! Indeed you know that we came not to make mischief in the land, and we are no 
thieves!) " Ever since you knew us, you, due to our good conduct, became certain that, 



(we came not to make mischief in the land, and we are no thieves!) They said, " Theft is not in 
our character, as you came to know.' Yusuf's men said, 



'(What then shall be the penalty of him), in reference to the thief, if it came out that he is 
one of you,' 



(if you are (proved to be) liars) They asked them, ' What should be the thief's punishment if he 
is one of you' 



(They said: "His penalty should be that he, in whose bag it is found, should be held for the 
punishment. Thus we punish the wrongdoers!") This was the law of Prophet Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, that the thief be given as a slave to the victim of theft. This is what Yusuf wanted, 
and this is why he started with their bags first before his brother's bag, to perfect the plot, 



(Then he brought it out of his brother's bag.) Therefore, Yusuf took Binyamin as a slave 
according to their judgement and the law which they believed in. Sb Allah said; 



(Thus did We plan for Yusuf.) and this is a good plot that Allah likes and prefers, because it 
seeks a certain benefit using wisdom and the benefit of all. Allah said next, 



(He could not take his brother by the law of the king,) as a captive, for this was not the law of 
king of Egypt, according to Ad-Dahhak and several other scholars. Allah only allowed Yusuf to 
take his brother as a captive after his brothers agreed to this judgement beforehand, and he 
knew that this was their law. This is why Allah praised him when He said, 



(We raise to degrees whom We will,) just as He said in another Ayah, 



(Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe.) 58:11 Allah said next, 



(but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing.) Al-Hasan commented, "There 
is no knowledgeable person, but there is another person with more knowledge until it ends at 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored. In addition, ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said, "We were with Ibn 'Abbas when he narrated an amazing Hadith. A man in the audience 
said, 'All praise is to Allah! There is an all-knowing above every person endowed with 
knowledge.' Ibn 'Abbas responded, 'Worse it is that which you said! Allah is the All-Knowing 
and His knowledge is above the knowledge of every knowledgeable person.' Smak narrated 
that ' Ikrimah said that Ibn ' Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing (Allah).) "This person has more 
knowledge than that person, and Allah is above all knowledgeable persons." Similar was 
narrated from ' Ikrimah. Qatadah said, "Over every person endowed with knowledge is a more 
knowledgeable person until all knowledge ends with Allah. Verily, knowledge started from 
Allah, and from Him the scholars learn, and to Him all knowledge returns." 'Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud read the Ayah this way, ( ) "And above every scholar, is the All-Knower 

(Allah)." 



(77. They Yusuf's brothers said: "If he steals, there was a brother of his Yusuf who did steal 
before (him). " But these things did Yusuf keep in himself, revealing not the secrets to them. 
He said (within himself): "You are in an evil situation, and Allah is the Best Knower of that 
which you describe!") 



Yusuf's Brothers accuse Him of Theft! 

After Yusuf's brothers saw that the king's bowl wastakenout of Binyamin's bag, they said, 



(If he steals, there was a brother of his who did steal before.) They tried to show themselves as 
innocent from being like Binyamin, saying that he did just like a brother of his did beforehand, 
meaning Yusuf, peace be upon him! Allah said, 



(But these things did Yusuf keep in himself), meaning the statement that he said afterwards, 



(You are in an evil situation, and Allah is the Best Knower of that which you describe!) Yusuf 
said this to himself and did not utter it aloud, thus intending to hide what he wanted to say to 
himself even before he said it. AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(But these things did Yusuf keep in himself), "He kept in himself his statement next 



(You are in an evil situation, and Allah is the Best Knower of that which you describe!) 



(78. They said: "0 x Aziz! Verily, he has an old father (who will grieve for him); so take one of 
us in his place. Indeed we think that you are one of the doers of good.") (79. He said: "Allah 
forbid, that we should take anyone but him with whom we found our property. Indeed (if we 
did so), we should be wrongdoers.") 



Yusuf's Brothers offer taking One of Them instead of Binyamin as a 

Save, Yusuf rejects the Offer 

When it was decided that Benyamin was to be taken and kept with Yusuf according to the law 
they adhered by, Yusuf's brothers started requesting clemency and raising compassion in his 
heart for them, 



(They said, "CTAziz! Verily, he has an old father...") who loves him very much and is comfor- 
ted by his presence from the son that he lost, 



(so take one of us in his place.), instead of Binyamin to remain with you, 



(Indeed we think that you are one of the doers of good.), the good doers, just, and accepting 
fairness, 



(He said: "Allah forbid, that we should take anyone but him with whom we found our 
property..."), " according to the judgement that you gave for his punishment, 



(Indeed, we should be wrongdoers.), if we take an innocent man instead of the guilty man. 



(80. So, when they despaired of him, they consulted in private. The eldest among them said: 
"Know you not that your father did take an oath from you in Allah's Name, and before this you 
did fail in your duty with Yusuf Therefore I will not leave this land until my father permits me, 
or Allah decides my case and He is the Best of the judges.) (81. "Return to your father and say, 
'0 our father! Verily, your son has stolen, and we testify not except according to what we 
know, and we could not know the Unseen!) (82. "And ask (the people of) the town where we 
have been, and the caravan in which we returned; and indeed we are telling the truth.") 



Yusuf 's Brothers consult Each Other in Confidence; the Advice Their 

Eldest Brother gave Them 

Allah narrates to us that Yusuf's brothers were desperate because they could not secure the 
release of their brother Binyamin, even though they had given a promise and sworn to their 
father to bring him back. They were unable to fulfill their promise to their father, so, 



(in private), away from people's eyes, 



(they consulted), among themselves, 



(The eldest among them said), and his name, as we mentioned, was Rubil, or Yahudha. He was 
the one among them who recommended throwing Yusuf into a well, rather than killing him. So 
Rubil said to them, 



a' (Know you not that your father did take an oath from you in Allah's Name,) that you will 
return Binyamin to him However, you were not able to fulfill this promise and, before you 
caused Yusuf to be lost from his fat her, 



(Therefore I will not leave this land), I will not leave Egypt, 



(until my father permits me, ) allows me to go back to him while he is pleased with me, 



(or Allah decides my case) by using the sword, or, they says; by allowing me to secure the 
release of my brother, 



(and He is the Best of the judges.), He next ordered them to narrate to their father what 
happened so that they could present their excuse about that happened to Binyamin and as 
claim their innocence before him. Rubil said to them (to say to their father), 



(and we could not know the Unseen!) or, * we did not know that your son had committed theft,' 
according to Qatadah and ' Ikrimah. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that it means, 'we 



did not know that Binyamin stole something that belonged to the king, we only stated the 
punishment of the thief,' 



(And ask (the people of) the town where we have been,), in reference to Egypt, according to 
Qatadah, or another town. 



(and the caravan in which we returned), 'about our truthfulness, honesty, protection and 
sincere guardianship, 



(and indeed we are telling the truth.) in what we have told you, that Binyamin stole and was 
taken as a captive as compensation for his t heft .' 



(83. He Ya' qub said: "Nay, but your own selves have beguiled you into something. So patience 
is most fitting (for me). May be Allah will bring them (back) all to me. Truly, He! Only He is All- 
Knowing, All-Wise.") (84. And he turned away from them and said: "Alas, my grief for Yusuf!" 
And he lost his sight because of the sorrow that he was suppressing.) (85. They said: "By Allah! 
You will never cease remembering Yusuf until you become weak with old age, or until you be of 
the dead.") (86. He said: "I only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah, and I know from 
Allah that which you know not.") 



Allah's Prophet Ya qub receives the Grievous News 



Allah's Prophet Ya' qub repeated to his children the same words he said to them when they 
brought false blood on Yusuf shirt, 



(Nay, but your own selves have beguiled you into something. So patience is most fitting (for 
me).) Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "When they went back to Ya' qub and told him what 
happened, he did not believe them and thought that this was a repetition of what they did to 
Yusuf. So he said, 



(Nay, but your own selves have beguiled you into something. So patience is most fitting (for 
me).) Some said that since this new development came after what they did before to Yusuf , 
they were given the same judgement to this later incident that was given to them when they 
did what they did to Yusuf . Therefore, Ya' qub's statement here is befitting, 



(Nay, but your own selves have beguiled you into something. So patience is most fitting (for 
me).) He then begged Allah to bring back his three sons: Yusuf, Binyamin and Rubil to him." 
Rubil had remained in Egypt awaiting Allah's decision about his case, either his father's 
permission ordering him to go back home, or to secure the release of his brother in confidence. 
This is why Ya* qub said, 



(May be Allah will bring them (back) all to me. Truly, He! Only He is All -Knowing,), in my 
distress, 



(the All-Wise), in Hisdecisions and the decree and preordainment He appoints. Allah said next, 



(And he turned away from them and said: "Alas, my grief for Yusuf I") He turned away from his 
children and remembered his old grief for Yusuf, 



(Alas, my grief for Yusuf!) The new grief, losing Binyamin and Rubil, renewed his old sadness 
that he kept to himself. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ath-Thawri said that Sufyan AI-' Usfuri 



said that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Only this nation the following of Prophet Muhammad were 
given Al-lstirja'. Have you not heard the statement of Ya' qub, peace be upon him, 



("Alas, my grief for Yusuf !" And he lost his sight because of the sorrow that he was suppressing. 
)" Ya' qub suppressed his sorrow and did not complain to a created being, according to Qatadah 
and other scholars. Ad-Dahhak also commented, "Ya' qub was aggrieved, sorrowful and sad." 
Ya' qub's children felt pity for him and said, while feeling sorrow and compassion, 



(By Allah! You will never cease remembering Yusuf), " you will keep remembering Yusuf, 



(until you become weak with old age,), until your strength leaves you, 



(or until you be of the dead.) They said, ' if you continue like this, we fear for you that you 
might die of grief,' 



(He said: "I only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah.") When they said these words to him, 
Ya' qub said, 



(I only complain of my grief and sorrow) for the afflict ions that struck me, 



(to Allah, ) alone, 



(and I know from Allah that which you know not.) I anticipate from Allah each and every type 
of goodness.' Ibn ' Abbas commented on the meaning of, 



(and I know from Allah that which you know not.) "The vision that Yusuf saw is truthful and 
Allah will certainly make it come true." 



(87. "0 my sons! Go you and inquire about Yusuf and his brother, and never give up hope of 
Allah's mercy. Certainly no one despairs of Allah's mercy, except the people who disbelieve.") 
(88. Then, when they entered unto him, they said: "0 * Aziz! A hard time has hit us and our 
family, and we have brought but poor capital, so pay us full measure and be charitable to us. 
Truly, Allah does reward the charitable.") 



Ya' qub orders His Children to inquire about Yusuf and His Brother 

Allah states that Ya'qub, peace be upon him, ordered his children to go back and inquire about 
the news of Yusuf and his brother Binyamin, in a good manner, not as spies. He encouraged 
them, delivered to them the good news and ordered them not to despair of Allah's mercy. He 
ordered them to never give up hope in Allah, nor to ever discontinue trusting in Him for what 
they seek to accomplish. He said to them that only the disbelieving people despair of Allah's 
mercy. 



Yusuf 's Brothers stand before Him 

Allah said next, 



(Then, when they entered unto him), when they went back to Egypt and entered upon Yusuf, 



(they said: "0 Aziz! A hard time has hit us and our family..."), because of severe droughts and 
the scarcity of food, 



(and we have brought but poor capital,) means, 'we brought money for the food we want to 
buy, but it is not substantial,' according to Mujahid, Al-Hasan and several others. Allah said 
that they said next, 



(so pay us full measure) meaning, ' in return for the little money we brought, give us the full 
measure that you gave us before.' Ibn Mas' ud read this Ayah in a way that means, "So give the 
full load on our animals and be charitable with us." Ibn Jurayj commented, "3d be charitable to 
us by returning our brother to us." And when Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah was asked if the Sadaqah 
(charity) was prohibited for any Prophet before our Prophet , he said, "Have you not heard the 
Ayah, 



(so pay us full measure and be charitable to us. Truly, Allah does reward the charitable.)" Ibn 
Jarir At-Tabari collected this statement. 



(89. He said: "Do you know what you did with Yusuf and his brother, when you were ignorant") 
(90. They said: "Are you indeed Yusuf" He said: "I am Yusuf , and this is my brother. Allah has 
indeed been gracious to us. He who hasTaqwa, and is patient, then surely, Allah makes not the 
reward of the gooddoersto be lost.") (91. They said: "By Allah! Indeed Allah has preferred you 
above us, and we certainly have been sinners.") (92. He said: "No reproach on you this day; may 
Allah forgive you, and He isthe Most Merciful of those who show mercy!) 



Yusuf reveals His True Identity to His Brothers and forgives Them 

Allah says, when Yusuf 's brothers told him about the afflictions and hardship, and shortages in 
food they suffered from in the aftermath of the drought that struck them, and he remembered 
his father's grief for losing his two children, he felt compassion, pity and mercy for his father 
and brothers. He felt this way, especially since he was enjoying kingship, authority and power, 
so he cried and revealed histrue identity to them when he asked them, 



(Do you know what you did with Yusuf and his brother, when you were ignorant) meaning, 
'when you separated between Yusuf and his brother,' 



(when you were ignorant) He said, " What made you do this is your ignorance of the tremendous 
sin you were about to commit.' It appears, and Allah knows best, that Yusuf revealed his 
identity to his brothers only then by Allah's command, just as he hid his identity from them in 
the first two meetings, by Allah's command. When the affliction became harder, Allah sent His 
relief from that affliction, just as He said He does, 



(Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along with every hardship is relief.) 94:5-6 
This is when they said to Yusuf, 



(Are you indeed Yusuf), in amazement, because they had been meeting him for more than two 
years while unaware of who he really was. Yet, he knew who they were and hid this news from 
them. Therefore, they asked in astonishment, 



(Are you indeed Yusuf He said: "I am Yusuf, and this is my brother...") Yusuf said next, 



" (Allah has indeed been gracious to us.) by gathering us together after being separated all this 
time,' 



("Verily, he who has Taqwa, and is patient, then surely, Allah makes not the reward of the 
gooddoers to be lost." They said: "By Allah! Indeed Allah has preferred you above us.") They 
affirmed Yusuf's virtue above them, being blessed with beauty, conduct, richness, kingship, 
authority and, above all, prophethood. They admitted their error and acknowledged that they 
made a mistake against him, 



(He said: "No reproach on you this day.") He said to them, 'There will be no blame for you 
today or admonishment, and I will not remind you after today of your error against me.' He 
then multiplied his generosity by invoking Allah for them for mercy, 



(may Allah forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy!) 



(93. "Go with this shirt of mine, and cast it over the face of my father, his vision will return, 
and bring to me all your family.") (94. And when the caravan departed, their father said: "I do 
indeed sense the smell of Yusuf, if only you think me not senile).") (95. They said: "By Allah! 
Certainly, you are in your old Dalai (error).") 



Ya' qub finds the Scent of Yusuf in his Shirt! 

Yusuf said, 'Take this shirt of mine, 



(and cast it over the face of my father, his vision will return),' because Ya' qub had lost his 
sight from excessive crying, 



(and bring to me all your family.) all the children of Ya' qub. 



(And when the caravan departed) from Egypt, 



(their father said...), Ya' qub, peace be upon him, said to the children who remained with him, 



* (I do indeed feel the smell of Yusuf, if only you think me not senile.), except that you might 
think me senile because of old age.' ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When the 
caravan departed from Egypt , a wind started blowing and brought the scent of Yusuf's shirt to 
Ya' qub. He said, 



(I do indeed feel the smell of Yusuf , if only you think me not senile.) He found his scent from a 
distance of eight days away!" Similar was also reported through Sufyan Ath-Thawri and Shu' bah 
and others reported it from Abu Snan. Ya' qub said to them, 



(if only you think me not senile.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 'Ata, Qatadah and Sa'id bin Jubayr 
commented, "If only you think me not a fool!" Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that it means, "If only 
you think me not old." Their answer to him was, 



(Certainly, you are in your old Dalai.) meaning, 'in your old error,' according to Ibn 'Abbas. 
Qatadah commented, "They meant that, 'because of your love for Yusuf you will never forget 
him.' So they uttered a harsh word to their father that they should never have uttered to him, 
nor to a Prophet of Allah." Smilar was said by As-Suddi and others. 



(96. Then, when the bearer of the good news arrived, he cast it (the shirt) over his face, and 
his vision returned. He said: "Did I not say to you, ' I know from Allah that which you know not'") 
(97. They said: "O our father! Ask forgiveness (from Allah) for our sins, indeed we have been 
sinners.") (98. He said: "I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you, verily, He! Only He is the Oft- 
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.") 



Yahudha brings Yusuf's Shirt and Good News 

Ibn ' Abbas and Ad-Dahhak said; 



(good news) means information. Mujahid and As-Suddi said that the bearer of good news was 
Yahudha, son of Ya' qub. As-Suddi added, "He brought it (Yusuf's shirt) because it was he who 
brought Yusuf's shirt stained with the false blood. So he liked to erase that error with this good 
act, by bringing Yusuf's shirt and placing it on his father's face. His father's sight was restored 
to him." Ya' qub said to his children, 



(Did I not say to you, ' I know from Allah that which you know not'), that I know that Allah will 
return Yusuf to me and that, 



(I do indeed feel the smell of Yusuf, if only you think me not senile.) 

Yusuf's Brothers feel Sorry and Regretful 

This is when Yusuf's brothers said to their father, with humble- ness, 



("Oour father! Ask forgiveness (from Allah) for our sins, indeed we have been sinners." He said: 
"I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you, verily, He! Only He is the Oft -Forgiving, the Most 
Merciful.") and He forgives those who repent to Him. " Abdullah bin Mas' ud, Ibrahim At-Taymi, 
' Amr bin Qays, Ibn Jurayj and several others said that Prophet Ya' qub delayed fulfilling their 
request until the latter part of the night. 



(99. Then, when they came in before Yusuf, he took his parents to himself and said: "Enter 
Egypt, if Allah wills, in security.") (100. And he raised his parents to the ' Arsh and they fell 
down before him prostrate. And he said: "0 my father! This is the interpretation of my dream 
aforetime! My Lord has made it come true! He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of 
the prison, and brought you (all here) out of the bedouin life, after Shaytan had sown enmity 
between me and my brothers. Certainly, my Lord isthe Most Courteous and Kind unto whom He 
wills. Truly, He! Only He isthe All-Knowing, the All-Wise.) 

Yusuf welcomes His Parents; His Dream comes True 

Allah states that Ya'qub went to Yusuf in Egypt. Yusuf had asked his brothers to bring all of 
their family, and they all departed their area and left Kana' an to Egypt. When Yusuf received 
news of their approach to Egypt, he went out to receive them. The king ordered the princes 
and notable people to go out in the receiving party with Yusuf to meet Allah's Prophet Ya'qub, 



peace be upon him. It is said that the king also went out with them to meet Ya'qub. Yusuf said 
to hisfamily, after they entered unto him and he took them to himself, 



(and said: "Enter Egypt, if Allah wills, in security.") He said to them, 'enter Egypt', meaning, 
'reside in Egypt', and added, 'if Allah wills, in security', in reference to the hardship and 
famine that they suffered. Allah said next, 



(and he took his parents to himself) As-Suddi and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that 
his parents were his father and maternal aunt, as his mother had died long ago. Muhammad bin 
Ishaq and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "His father and mother were both alive." Ibn Jarir added, 
"There is no evidence that his mother had died before then. Rather, the apparent words of the 
Qur'an testify that she was alive." This opinion has the apparent and suitable meaning that this 
story testifies to. Allah said next, 



(And he raised his parents to AI-'Arsh) he raised them to his bedstead where he sat, according 
to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others. Allah said, 



(and they fell down before him prostrate.) Yusuf's parents and brothers prostrated before him, 
and they were eleven men, 



(And he said: "0 my father! This is the Ta'wil (interpretation) of my dream aforetime..."), in 
reference to the dream that he narrated to his father before, 



(I saw (in a dream) eleven stars...) In the laws of these and previous Prophets, it was allowed 
for the people to prostrate before the men of authority, when they met them. This practice 
was allowed in the law of Adam until the law of ' Isa, peace be upon them, but was later 
prohibited in our law. Islam made prostration exclusively for Allah Alone, the Exalted and Most 
Honored. The implication of this statement was collected from Qatadah and other scholars. 
When Mu' adh bin Jabal visited the Sham area, he found them prostrating before their priests. 
When he returned (to Al-Madinah), he prostrated before the Messenger of Allah , who asked 
him, 



« » 



(What is this, 0, Mif adh) Mu' adh said, "I saw that they prostrate before their priests. 
However, you, Messenger of Allah, deserve more to be prostrated before." The Messenger 
said, 



» 



« 



(If I were to order anyone to prostrate before anyone else (among the creation), I would have 
ordered the wife to prostrate before her husband because of the enormity of his right on her.) 
Therefore, this practice was allowed in previous laws, as we stated. This is why they (Ya' qub 
and his wife and eleven sons) prostrated before Yusuf, who said at that time, 



(0 my father! This is the Ta'wil of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come true!) using 
the word, 'Ta'wil', to describe what became of the matter, later on. Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(Await they just for its Ta'wil On the Day the event is finally fulfilled...), meaning, on the Day 
of Judgement what they were promised of good or evil will surely come to them. Yusuf said, 



(My Lord has made it come true!) mentioning that Allah blessed him by making his dream come 
true, 



(He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of the prison, and brought you (all here) out 
of the bedouin life,) out of the desert, for they lived a bedouin life and raised cattle, according 
to Ibn Jurayj and others. He also said that they used to live in the Arava, Ghur area of 
Palestine, in Greater Syria. Yusuf said next, 



(after Shaytan had sown enmity between me and my brothers. Certainly, my Lord is the Most 
Courteous and Kind unto whom He wills.) for when Allah wills something, He brings forth its 
reasons and elements of existence, then wills it into existence and makes it easy to attain, 



(Truly, He! Only He isthe All-Knowing.) what benefits His servants, 



(the All-Wise.) in His statements, actions, decrees, preordain- ment and what He chooses and 
wills. 



(101. "My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me something 
of the interpretation of dreams - the (Only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my 
Wali in this world and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die as a Muslim, and join me with the 
righteous.") 



Yusuf begs Allah to die as A Muslim 

This isthe invocation of Yusuf, the truthful one, to his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored. He 
invoked Allah after His favor was complete on him by being reunited with his parents and 
brothers, after He had bestowed on him prophethood and kingship. He begged his Lord the 
Exalted and Ever High, that as He has perfected His bounty on him in this life, to continue it 
until the Hereafter. He begged Him that, when he dies, he dies as a Muslim, as Ad-Dahhak said, 
and to join him with the ranks of the righteous, with his brethren the Prophets and Messengers, 
may Allah's peace and blessings be on them all. It is possible that Yusuf, peace be upon him, 
said this supplication while dying. In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that ' A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, said that while dying, the Messenger of Allah was raising his finger and said - 
thrice, 



« » 

(0 Allah to Ar-Rafiq Al-A' la the uppermost, highest company in heaven .) It is also possible 
that long before he died, Yusuf begged Allah to die as a Muslim and be joined with the ranks of 
the righteous. 



(102. That is of the news of the Ghayb (Unseen) which We reveal to you. You were not 
(present) with them when they arranged their plan together, and (while) they were plotting.) 
(103. And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) (104. And no reward 
you ask of them for it; it (the Qur'an) is no less than a Reminder unto the ' Alamin (men and 
Jinn).) 



This Story is a Revelation from Allah 

Allah narrated to Muhammad, peace be upon him, the story of Yusuf and his brothers and how 
Allah raised him over them, giving him the better end, triumph, the sovereignty and wisdom 
(i.e., prophethood), even though they tried to harm and kill him. Allah said, * This and similar 
stories are part of the unseen incidentsof the past, Muhammad, 



(which We reveal to you.) and inform you of, Muhammad, because it carries a lesson, for you 
to draw from and a reminder to those who defy you.' Allah said next, 



(You were not (present) with them), you did not witness their conference nor saw them, 



(when they arranged their plan together,) to throw Yusuf into the well, 



(and (while) they were plotting) against him. We taught you all this through Our Revelation 
which We sent down to you.' Allah said in other Ayat, 



(You were not with them, when they cast lotswith their pens..) and, 



(And you were not on the western side, when We made clear to Musa the commandment...) 
28:44 until, 



(And you were not at the side of the Tur when We did call.) 28:46 Allah also said, 



(And you were not a dweller among the people of Madyan, reciting Our verses to them.) 28:45 
Allah states that Muhammad is His Messenger and that He has taught him the news of what 
occurred in the past, which carry lessons for people to draw from, so that they acquire their 
safety in their religious affairs as well as their worldly affairs. Yet, most people did not and will 
not believe, so Allah said, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) Allah said in similar Ayat, 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's path) 
6:116, and, 



(Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are not believers.) 26:8 Allah said next, 



(And no reward you ask of them for it;) Allah says, 'You, Muhammad, do not ask them in 
return for this advice and your call to all that is good and righteous, for any price or 
compensation for delivering it. Rather, you do so seeking Allah's Face and to deliver good and 
sincere advice to His creatures, 



(it (the Qur'an) is no less than a Reminder unto the ' Alamin (men and Jinn)) with which they 
remember, receive guidance and save themselves in this life and the Hereafter.' 



(105. And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth they pass by, while they are averse 
therefrom.) (106. And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners 
unto Him. ) (107. Do they then feel secure from the coming against them of the covering veil of 
the torment of Allah, or of the coming against them of the (Final) Hour, all of a sudden while 
they perceive not) 



People neglect to ponder the Signs before Them 

Allah states that most people do not think about His signs and proofs of His Oneness that He 
created in the heavens and earth. Allah created brilliant stars and rotating heavenly objects 
and planets, all made subservient. There are many plots of fertile land next to each other on 
earth, and gardens, solid mountains, lively oceans, with their waves smashing against each 
other, and spacious deserts. There are many live creatures and others that have died; and 
animals, plants and fruits that are similar in shape, but different in taste, scent, color and 
attributes. All praise is due to Allah the One and Only, Who created all types of creations, Who 
Alone will remain and last forever. It is He Who is unique in His Names and Attributes. Allah 
said next, 



(And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him.) Ibn 
'Abbas commented, "They have a part of faith, for when they are asked, 'Who created the 
heavens Who created the earth Who created the mountains' They say, 'Allah did.' Yet, they 
associate others with Him in worship." Similar is said by Mujahid, 'Ata, ' Ikrimah, Ash-Sha'bi, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. In the Sahih, it is recorded that 
during the Hajj season, the idolators used to say in their Talbiyah: "Here we rush to Your 
service. You have no partners with You, except a partner with You whom You own but he owns 
not!" Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.) 31:13 This 
indeed is the greatest type of Shirk, associating others with Allah in worship. It is recorded in 
the Two Sahihs that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "I said, '0 Allah's Messenger! What is the 
greatest sin' He said, 

« » 

(That you call a rival to Allah while He alone created you.)" Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on 
Allah's statement, 



(And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him.) "This is 
the hypocrite; if he performs good deeds, he does so to show off with the people, and he is an 
idolator while doing this." Al-Hasan was referring to Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And when they 
stand up for As-Salah, they stand with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not 
remember Allah but little.) 4:142 There is another type of hidden Shirk that most people are 
unaware of. Hammad bin Salamah narrated that ' Asim bin Abi An-Najud said that ' Urwah said, 
"Hudhayfah visited an ill man and saw a rope tied around his arm, so he ripped it off while 
reciting, 



(And most of them believe not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto Him.) In a 
Hadith, from Ibn " Umar collected by At-Tirmidhi who said it was Hasan, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(He who swears by other than Allah, commits Shirk.) Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and other 
scholars of Hadith narrated that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Verily, Ar-Ruqa, At-Tama'im and At-Tiwalah are all acts of Shirk.) In another narration 
collected by Ahmad and Abu Dawud, the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Verily, At-Tiyarah omen is Shirk; everyone might feel a glimpse of it, but Allah dissipates it 
with fawakkul.)" Allah said next, 



(Do they then feel secure from the coming against them of the covering veil of the torment of 
Allah) Allah asks, 'Do these idolators who associate others with Allah in the worship, feel 
secure from the coming of an encompassing torment from where they perceive not' Allah said 
in other " Ayat, 



(Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not sink them into the earth, or 
that the torment will not seize them from directions they perceive not Or that He may catch 
them in the midst of their going to and from, so that there be no escape for them (from Allah's 
punishment) Or that He may catch them with gradual wasting (of their wealth and health) 
Truly, Your Lord is indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 16:45-47 and, 



(Did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of Our punishment by night 
while they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of 
Our punishment in the forenoon while they were playing Did they then feel secure against the 
plan of Allah None feels secure from the plan of Allah except the people who are the losers.) 
7:97-99 



(108. Say "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with sure knowledge, I and whosoever follows me. 
And Glorified and Exalted be Allah. And I am not of the idolators.") 



The Messenger's Way 

Allah orders His Messenger to say to mankind and the Jinns that this is his way, meaning, his 
method, path and Sunnah, concentrating on calling to the testimony that there is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah alone without partners. The Messenger calls to this testimonial 
with sure knowledge, certainty and firm evidence. He callsto this way, and those who followed 
him call to what Allah's Messenger called to with sure knowledge, certainty and evidence, 
whether logical or religious evidence, 



(And Glorified and Exalted be Allah.) This part of the Ayah means, I glorify, honor, revere and 
praise Allah from having a partner, equal, rival, parent, son, wife, minister or advisor. All 
praise and honor be to Allah, glorified He is from all that they attribute to Him, 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him, and there is not a thing 
but glorifies His praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, 
Oft -Forgiving.) 17:44 



(109. And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men unto whom We revealed, from 
among the people of townships. Have they not traveled in the land and seen what was the end 
of those who were before them And verily, the home of the Hereafter isthe best for those who 
have Taqwa. Do you not then understand) 



All of the Prophets are Humans and Men 

Allah states that He only sent Prophets and Messengers from among men and not from among 
women, as this Ayah clearly states. Allah did not reveal religious and legislative laws to any 
woman from among the daughters of Adam. This isthe belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama' ah. 
Shaykh Abu Al-Hasan, 'AM bin Isma' il Al-Ashf ari mentioned that it isthe view of Ahlus-Sunnah 
wal-Jama' ah, that there were no female Prophets, but there were truthful believers from 
among women. Allah mentions the most honorable of the truthful female believers, Maryam, 
the daughter of N Imran, when He said, 



(The Messiah 'Isa , son of Maryam (Mary), was no more than a Messenger; many were the 
Messengers that passed away before him. His mother was a Siddiqah truthful believer . They 
both used to eat food.) 5:75 Therefore, the best description Allah gave her is Siddiqah. Had 
she been a Prophet, Allah would have mentioned this fact when He was praising her qualities 
and honor. Therefore, Mary was a truthful believer according to the words of the Qur'an. 



All Prophets were Humans not Angels 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men) "They were not from among the 
residents of the heaven (angels), as you claimed." This statement of Ibn ' Abbas is supported by 
Allah's statements, 



(And We never sent before you any of the Messengers, but verily, they ate food and walked in 
the markets), 25:20 



(And We did not create them with bodies that ate not food, nor were they immortals. Then We 
fulfilled to them the promise. So We saved them and those whom We willed, but We destroyed 
extravagant s), 21:8-9 and, 



(Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers.") 46:9 Allah said next, 



(from among the people of townships), meaning, from among the people of cities, not that 
they were sent among the bedouins who are some of the harshest and roughest of all people. 



Drawing Lessons from the Incidents of the Past 

Allah said next, 



(Have they not traveled in the land), meaning, 'Have not these people who rejected you, 
Muhammad, traveled in the land,' 



(and seen what was the end of those who were before them) that is, the earlier nations that 
rejected the Messengers, and how Allah destroyed them. A similar end is awaiting all 
disbelievers. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Have they not traveled through the land, and have they hearts wherewith to understand) 
22:46 When they hear this statement, they should realize that Allah destroyed the 
disbelievers and saved the believers, and this is His way with His creation. This is why Allah 
said, 



(And verily, the home of the Hereafter is the best for those who have Taqwa.) Allah says, 'Just 
as We saved the faithful in this life, We also wrote safety for them in the Hereafter, which is 
far better for them than the life of the present world.' Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth (i.e. Day of Resurrection). The Day 
when their excuses will be of no profit to the wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs 
will be the evil abode (in Hellf ire).) 40:51-52 



(110. (They were reprieved) until, when the Messengers gave up hope and thought that they 
were denied, then came to them Our help, and whomsoever We willed were rescued. And Our 
punishment cannot be warded off from the people who are criminals.) 



Allah's Prophets are aided by Victory in Times of Distress and Need 

Allah states that He sends His aid and support to His Messengers, peace be upon them, when 
distress and hardship surround them and they eagerly await Allah's aid. Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(..and were so shaken that even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, 
"When (will come) the help of Allah") 2:214 As for saying of Allah, 



(they were denied) There are two recitations for it. One of them is with a Shadda (meaning: 
they were betrayed by their people). And this is the way 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, recited it. Al-Bukhari said that ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr narrated that he asked ' Aishah about 
the meaning of the following verse, 



(' Until when the Messengers give up hope...), Respite will be granted, is it denied or betrayed 
' AOishah replied, "betrayed." ' Urwah said, "I said, 'They were sure that their people betrayed 
them, so why use the word 'thought" She said, ' Yes, they were sure that they betrayed them.' 
I said, 



(and they thought that they were denied (by Allah)) 'AOishah said, 'Allah forbid! The 
Messengers did not suspect their Lord of such a thing.' I asked, 'So what does this Ayah mean' 
She said, 'This Verse is concerned with the Messengers' followers who had faith in their Lord 



and believed in their Messengers. The period of trials for those followers was long and Allah's 
help was delayed until the Messengers gave up hope for the conversion of the disbelievers 
amongst their nation and suspected that even their followers were shaken in their belief, 
Allah's help then came to them.'" Ibn Jurayj narrated that Ibn Abi Mulaikah said that Ibn ' Abbas 
read this Ayah this way, 



(and they thought they were denied.) 'Abdullah bin Abi Mulaikah said, "Then Ibn ' Abbas said to 
me that they were humans. He then recited this Ayah, 



(..even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, "When (will come) the help 
of Allah" Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!) 2:214 " Ibn Jurayj also narrated that Ibn Abi 
Mulaykah said that ' Urwah narrated to him that 'Aishah did not agree to this and rejected it. 
She said, "Nothing that Allah has promised Muhammad, peace be upon him, but Muhammad 
knew for certainty that it shall come, until he died. However, the Messengers were tried with 
trials until they thought that those believers, who were with them, did not fully support them." 
Ibn Abi Mulaykah said that ' Urwah narrated that ' Aishah recited this Ayah this way, ( 

) "and they thought that they were betrayed." Therefore, there is another way of reciting 
this word, and there is a difference of opinion about its meaning. We narrated the meaning 
that Ibn 'Abbas gave. Ibn Mas' ud said, as Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from him, that he read 
the Ayah this way, 



(until, when the Messengers gave up hope and thought that they were denied.) 'Abdullah 
commented that this is the recitation that you dislike. Ibn 'Abbas also commented on the 
Ayah, 



(until, when the Messengers gave up hope and thought that they were denied) "When the 
Messengers gave up hope that their people would accept their messages, and their people 
thought that their Messengers had not said the truth to them, Allah's victory came then, 



(and whomsoever We willed were rescued.) Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Ibrahim bin Abi 
Hamzah Hurrah Al-Jazari said, "A young man from Quraysh asked Sa'id bin Jubayr '0, Abu 
' Abdullah! How do you read this word, for when I pass by it, I wish I had not read this Surah, 



(until, when the Messengers gave up hope and thought that they were denied...) He said, * Yes, 
it means, when the Messengers gave up hope that their people will believe in them and those 
to whom the Messengers were sent thought that the Messengers were not truthful.'" Ad-Dahhak 
bin Muzahim commented, "I have not seen someone who is called to knowledge and is lazy 
accepting the invitation, until today! If you traveled to Yemen just to get this explanation, it 
will still be worth it." Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Muslim bin Yasar asked Sa' id bin Jubayr 
about the same Ayah and he gave the same response. Muslim stood up and embraced Sa'id bin 
Jubayr, saying, "May Allah relieve a distress from you as you relieved a distress from me!" This 
was reported from Sa'id bin Jubayr through various chains of narration. This is also the Tafsir 
that Mujahid bin Jabr and several other Salaf scholars gave for this Ayah. However, some 
scholars said that the Ayah, 



(and thought that they were denied), is in reference to the believers who followed the 
Messengers, while some said it is in reference to the disbelievers among the Messengers' nation. 
In the latter case, the meaning becomes: 'and the disbelievers thought that the Messengers 
were not given a true promise of victory. ' Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Tamim bin Hadhlam 
said, "I heard 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud comment on this Ayah, 



(until, when the Messengers gave up hope) that their people will believe in them, and their 
people thought when the respite was long, that the Messengers were not given a true promise." 



(111. Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding. It (the Qur'an) is not a 
forged statement but a confirmation of that which was before it and a detailed explanation of 
everything and a guide and a mercy for the people who believe.) 



A Lesson for Men Who have Understanding 

Allah states here that the stories of the Messengers and their nations and how we saved the 
believers and destroyed the disbelievers are, 



(a lesson for men of understanding), who have sound minds, 



(It is not a forged statement.) Allah says here that this Qur'an could not have been forged; 
truly came from Allah, 



(but a confirmation of that which was before it) in reference to the previously revealed Divine 
Books, by which this Qur'an testifies to the true parts that remain in them and denies and 
refutes the forged parts that were added, changed and falsified by people. The Qur'an accepts 
or abrogates what ever Allah wills of these Books, 



(and a detailed explanation of everything) Meaning the allowed, the prohibited, the preferred 
and the disliked matters. The Qur'an deals with the acts of worship, the obligatory and 
recommended matters, forbids the unlawful and discourages from the disliked. The Qur'an 
contains major facts regarding the existence and about matters of the future in general terms 
or in detail. The Qur'an tells us about the Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored, and about His 
Names and Attributes and teaches usthat Allah is glorified from being similar in any way to the 
creation. Hence, the Qur'an is, 



(a guide and a mercy for the people who believe.) with which their hearts are directed from 
misguidance to guidance and from deviation to conformance, and with which they seek the 
mercy of the Lord of all creation in this life and on the Day of Return. We ask Allah the Most 
Great to make us among this group in the life of the present world and in the Hereafter, on the 
Day when those who are successful will have faces that radiate with light, while those whose 
faces are dark will end up with the losing deal. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Yusuf; and 
all the thanks and praises are due to Allah, and all our trust and reliance are on Him Alone. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ar-Ra d 

(Chapter -13) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam-Mim Ra. These are the verses of the Book (the Qur'an), and that which has been 
revealed unto you from your Lord isthe truth, but most men believe not.) 

The Qur'an is Allah's Kalam (Speech) 

We talked before, in the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah (chapter 2) about the meaning of the 
letters that appear in the beginnings of some chapters in the Qur'an. We stated that every 
Surah that starts with separate letters, affirms that the Qur'an is miraculous and is an evidence 
that it is a revelation from Allah, and that there is no doubt or denying in this fact. This is why 
Allah said next, 



(These are the verses of the Book), the Qur'an, which Allah described afterwards, 



(and that which has been revealed unto you), Muhammad, 



(from your Lord isthe truth,) Allah said next, 



(but most men believe not.) just as He said in another Ayah, 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) 12:103 Allah declares 
that even after this clear, plain and unequivocal explanation (the Qur'an), most men will still 
not believe, due to their rebellion, stubbornness and hypocrisy. 



(2. Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that you can see. Then, He rose 
above (Istawa) the ' Arsh Throne . He has subjected the sun and the moon, each running (its 
course) for a term appointed. He manages and regulates all affairs; He explains the Ayat in 
detail, that you may believe with certainty in the meeting with your Lord.) 



Clarifying Allah's Perfect Ability 

Allah mentions His perfect ability and infinite authority, since it is He Who has raised the 
heavens without pillars by His permission and order. He, by His leave, order and power, has 
elevated the heavens high above the earth, distant and far away from reach. The heaven 
nearest to the present world encompasses the earth from all directions, and is also high above 
it from every direction. The distance between the first heaven and the earth is five hundred 
years from every direction, and its thickness is also five hundred years. The second heaven 
surrounds the first heaven from every direction, encompassing everything that the latter 
carries, with a thickness also of five hundred years and a distance between them of five 
hundred years. The same is also true about the third, the fourth, the fifth, the sixth and the 
seventh heavens. Allah said, 



(It is Allah who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof.) 65:12 Allah said 
next, 



(..without any pillars that you can see.) meaning, 'there are pillars, but you cannot see them,' 
according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, and several other scholars, lyas bin 
Mf awiyah said, "The heaven is like a dome over the earth," meaning, without pillars. Smilar 
was reported from Qatadah, and this meaning is better for this part of the Ayah, especially 
since Allah said in another Ayah, 



(He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His permission. ) 22:65 
Therefore, Allah's statement, 



(..that you can see), affirms that there are no pillars. Rather, the heaven is elevated (above 
the earth) without pillars, as you see. This meaning best affirms Allah's ability and power. 



Al-lstawa', Rising above the Throne 

Allah said next, 



(Then, He rose above (Istawa) the Throne.) We explained the meaning of the Istawa' in Surat 
Al-A' raf (7:54), and stated that it should be accepted as it is without altering, equating, 
annulling its meaning, or attempts to explain its true nature. Allah is glorified and praised from 
all that they attribute to Him. 



Allah subjected the Sun and the Moon to rotate continuously 

Allah said, 



(He has subjected the sun and the moon, each running (its course) for a term appointed.) It 
was said that the sun and the moon continue their course until they cease doing so upon the 
commencement of the Final Hour, as Allah stated, 



(And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed).) 36:38 It was also said that the 
meaning is: until they settle under the Throne of Allah after passing the other side of the 
earth. 3d when they, and the rest of the planetary bodies reach there, they are at the furthest 
distance from the Throne. Because according to the correct view, which the texts prove, it is 
shaped like a domb, under which is all of the creation. It is not circular like the celestial 
bodies, because it has pillars by which it is carried. This fact is clear to those who correctly 
understand the Ayat and authentic Hadiths. All the (praise is due to) Allah and all the favors 
are from Him. Allah mentioned the sun and the moon here because they are among the 
brightest seven heavenly objects. Therefore, if Allah subjected these to His power, then it is 
clear that He has also subjected all other heavenly objects. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Prostrate yourselves not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who 
created them, if you (really) worship Him.) 41:37 and, 



(And (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His command. Surely, His is the 
creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) 7:54 Allah's 
statement next, 



(He explains the Ayat in detail, that you may believe with certainty in the Meeting with your 
Lord.) means, He explains the signs and clear evidences that testify that there is no deity 
worthy of worship except Him. These evidences prove that He will resurrect creation if He 
wills, just as He started it. 



(3. And it is He Who spread out the earth, and placed therein firm mountains and rivers and of 
every kind of fruit He made Zawjayn Ithnayn (two in pairs). He brings the night as a cover over 



the day. Verily, in these things, there are Ayat (signs) for people who reflect. ) (4. And in the 
earth are neighboring tracts, and gardens of vines, and green crops (fields), and date palms, 
growing into two or three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the same water; 
yet some of them We make more excellent than others to eat. Verily, in these things there are 
Ayat (signs) for the people who understand.) 



Allah's Signs on the Earth 

After Allah mentioned the higher worlds, He started asserting His power, wisdom and control 
over the lower partsof the world. Allah said, 



(And it is He Who spread out the earth) made it spacious in length and width. Allah has placed 
on the earth firm mountains and made rivers, springs and water streams run through it, so that 
the various kinds of fruits and plants of every color, shape, taste and scent are watered with 
this water, 



(and of every kind of fruit He made Zawjayn Ithnayn.), two types from every kind of fruit, 



(He brings the night as a cover over the day.) Allah made the day and night pursue each other, 
when one is about to depart, the other overcomes it, and vice versa. Allah controls time just as 
He controls space and matter, 



(Verily, in these things, there are Ayat for people who reflect.) who reflect on Allah's signs and 
the evidences of His wisdom. Allah said, 



(And in the earth are neighboring tracts, ) Meaning, next to each other, some of them are 
fertile and produce what benefits people, while others are dead, salty and do not produce 
anything. This meaning was collected from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak 
and several others. This also covers the various colors and types of diverse areas on the earth; 
some red, some white, or yellow, or black, some are stony, or flat, or sandy, or thick, or thin, 
all made to neighbor each other while preserving their own qualities. All this indicates the 
existence of the Creator Who does what He wills, there is no deity or lord except Him. Allah 
said next, 



(and gardens of vines, and green crops (fields), and date palms. ..) Allah's statement, next, 



(Snwanun wa (or) Ghayru Snwan.) 'Snwan' means, growing into two or three from a single 
stem, such as figs, pomegranate and dates. 'Ghayru Snwan' means, having one stem for every 
tree, as is the case with most plants. From this meaning, the paternal uncle is called one's 
' Snw' of his father. There is an authentic Hadith that states that the Messenger of Allah said to 
* Umar bin Al-Khattab, 



« » 

(Do you not know that man's paternal uncle is the Snw of his father) Allah said next, 



(watered with the same water; yet some of them We make more excellent than others to eat.) 
Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet commented on Allah's statement, 



(yet some of them We make more excellent than othersto eat.) 

« » 

(The Dagal, the Persian, the sweet, the bitter...") At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said, 
"Hasan Gharib." Therefore, there are differences between plants and fruits with regards to 
shape, color, taste, scent, blossoms and the shape of their leaves. There are plants that are 
very sweet or sour, bitter or mild, fresh; some plants have a combination of these attributes, 
and the taste then changes and becomes another taste, by Allah's will. There is also some that 
are yellow in color, or red, or white, or black, or blue, and the same can be said about their 
flowers; and all these variances and complex diversities are watered by the same water. 
Surely, in this there are signs for those who have sound reasoning, and surely, all this indicates 
the existence of the Creator Who does what He wills and Whose power made distinctions 
between variousthings and created them as He wills. So Allah said, 



(Verily, in these things there are Ayat for the people who understand.) 



(5. And if you wonder, then wondrous is their saying: "When we are dust, shall we indeed then 
be (raised) in a new creation" They are those who disbelieved in their Lord! They are those who 
will have iron chains linking their hands to their necks. They will be dwellers of the Fire to 
abide therein forever.) 



Denying Resurrection after Death, is Strange 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 



(And if you wonder.) at the rejection of the polyt heists who deny Resurrection, even though 
they witness Allah's signs and evidences that He made in His creation which testify that He is 
able to do everything. Yet, they admit that Allah originated the creation of all things and 
brought them into existence after they were nothing. However, they deny Allah's claim that He 
will resurrect the world anew, even though they admit to what is more amazing than what they 
deny and reject. Therefore, it is amazing that they said, 



(When we are dust, shall we indeed then be (raised) in a new creation) It is an obvious fact to 
every sane and knowledgeable person that creating the heavens and earth is a greater feat 
than creating men, and that He Who has originated creation is more able to resurrect it anew, 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is able to do all things) 46:33 
Allah described those who deny Resurrection, 



(They are those who disbelieved in their Lord! They are those who will have iron chains linking 
their hands to their necks. ) They will be dragged in the Fire by these chains, 



(They will be dwellers of the Fire to abide therein forever.), for they will remain in Hell 
forever and will never escape it or be removed from it. 



(6. They ask you to hasten the evil before the good, while exemplary punishments have indeed 
occurred before them. But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind, in spite of their 
wrongdoing. And verily, your Lord is (also) severe in punishment.) 

The Disbelievers ask for the Punishment to be delivered now! 

Allah said, 



(They ask you to hasten), in reference to the disbelievers, 



(the evil before the good,) meaning, the punishment. Allah said in other Ayat that they said, 



(And they say: "0 you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been sent down! Verily, you are a 
mad man! Why do you not bring angels to us if you are of the truthful" We send not the angels 
down except with the truth (i.e. for torment), and in that case, they (the disbelieves) would 
have no respite!) 15:6-8 , and two Ayat; 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment!) 29:53-54 Allah also said, 



(A questioner asked concerning a torment about to befall.) 70:1 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it is the very truth.) 42:18 , and, 



(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana.) 38:16 , meaning, our due torment and reckoning. 
Allah said that they also supplicated, 



(And (remember) when they said: "0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from 
You.) 8:32 They were such rebellious, stubborn disbelievers that they asked the Messenger to 
bring them Allah's torment. Allah replied, 



(while exemplary punishments have indeed occurred before them.) Meaning, " We have exerted 
Our punishment on the previous disbelieving nations, and made them a lesson and example for 
those who might take heed from their destruction.' If it was not for His forbearance and 
forgiveness, Allah would have indeed punished them sooner. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth.) 35:45 Allah said in this honorable Ayah, 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing.) He is full 
of forgiveness, pardoning and covering the mistakes of people, in spite of their wrongdoing and 
the errors committed night and day. Allah next reminds that His punishment is severe, so that 
fear and hope are both addressed and mentioned. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(If they belie you, say: "Your Lord is the Owner of vast mercy, and never will His wrath be 
turned back from the people who are criminals.") 6:147 



(Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution and certainly He is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 7:167 , and, 



(Declare unto My servants that truly I am the Oft -Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And that My 
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) 15:49-50 There are many other Ayat that 
mention both fear and hope. 



(7. And the disbelievers say: "Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord" You are only a 
warner, and to every people there is a guide.) 

The Idolators ask for a Miracle 

Allah states that out of their disbelief and stubbornness, the idolators asked why is not a 
miracle sent down to the Messenger from his Lord, just like the earlier Messengers For 
instance, the disbelievers were being stubborn when they asked the Prophet to turn As-Safa 
into gold, to remove the mountains from around them, and to replace them with green fields 
and rivers. Allah said, 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them.) 17:59 
Allah said here, 



(You are only a warner), and your duty is only to convey Allah's Message which He has ordered 
you, 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills.) 2:272 Allah said; 



(And to every people there is a guide.) meaning that for every people there has been a caller, 
according to Ibn " Abbas and as narrated from him by Ali bin Abi Talhah. Allah said in a similar 
Ayah, a 



(And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among them.) 35:24 Smilar has 
reported from Qatadah and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd. 



(8. Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the wombs fall short (of their time 
or number) or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) proportion.) (9. All-Knower of the 
unseen and the seen, the Most Great, the Most High.) 



Allah is All-Knower of Al-Ghayb (Unseen) 

Allah affirms His perfect knowledge, from which nothing is hidden, and that He has complete 
knowledge of whatever every female creature is carrying, 



(And He knows that which is in the wombs.) 31:34 , whether male or female, fair or ugly, 
miserable or happy, whether it will have a long or a short life. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(He knows you well when He created you from the earth, and when you were fetuses.) 53:32 
and, 



(He creates you in the wombs of your mother: creation after creation in three veils of 
darkness.) 39:6 meaning stage after stage. Allah also said, 



(And indeed We created man out of an extract of clay. Thereafter We made him as a Nutfah in 
a safe lodging. Then We made the Nutfah into a clot, then We made the clot into a little lump 
of flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with 
flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the Best of 
creators.) 23:12-14 In the two Sahihs it is recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(The matter of the creation of one of you is put together in the womb of the mother in forty 
days, and then he becomes a clot of thick blood for a similar period, and then a piece of flesh 
for a similar period. Then Allah sends an angel who is ordered to write four things. He is 
ordered to write down his provisions, his life span, his deeds, and whether he will be blessed or 
wretched.") In another Hadith, the Prophet said, 

: » 



« 



(Then the angel asks, "0 my Lord! Is it a male or a female, miserable or happy, what is its 
provisions and life span" Allah then ordains and the angel records it.) Allah said next, 



(and by how much the wombs fall short or exceed.) Al-Bukhari recorded that * Abdullah bin 
" Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The Keys of the Ghayb (unseen knowledge) are five, nobody knows them but Allah. Nobody 
knows what will happen tomorrow except Allah; nobody knows what is in the womb except 
Allah; nobody knows when it will rain except Allah; no soul knows at what place he will die 
except Allah; and nobody knows when the (Final) Hour will begin except Allah.) AI-'Awfi 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 



(and by how much the wombsfall short), this refersto miscarriages, 



(or exceed), this refers to carrying her fetus in her womb for the full term. Some women carry 
their fetus for ten months, while others for nine months. Some terms are longer or shorter than 
others. This is the falling short or exceeding that Allah the Exalted mentioned, and all this 
occurs by His knowledge." Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(Everything with Him is in proportion.) "For a term appointed. Allah has the records of the 
provisions and terms of His creation and made an appointed term for everything." An authentic 
Hadith mentioned that one of the Prophet's daughters sent (a messenger) to him requesting 
him to come as her child was dying, but the Prophet returned the messenger and told him to 
say to her, 



» 



« 



(Verily, whatever Allah takes is for Him and whatever He gives is for Him, and everything with 
Him has a limited fixed term (in this world), and so she should be patient and hope for Allah's 
reward.) Allah said next, 



(All-Knower of the Ghayb (the unseen) and the Shahadah (the witnessable),) Who knows 
everything that the servants see and all what they cannot see, and none of it ever escapes His 
knowledge, 



(the Most Great), greater than everything, 



(the Most High.) above everything, 



((Allah) surrounds all things in (His) knowledge.) 65:12 , and has full power over all things, the 
necks are under His control and the servants are subservient to Him, willingly or unwillingly. 



(10. It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, 
whether he be hid by night or goes forth freely by day.) (11. For him (each person), there are 
angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by the command of Allah. Verily, 
Allah will not change the (good) condition of a people as long as they do not change their state 
(of goodness) themselves. But when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning 
it back, and they will find besides Him no protector.) 



Allah's Knowledge encompasses all Things Apparent and Hidden 



Allah declares that His knowledge is encompassing all of His creation, those who declare their 
speech or hide it, He hears it and nothing of it ever escapes His observation. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 



(And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and that which is yet more 
hidden.) 20:7 , and, 



(And (Allah) knows what you conceal and what you reveal.) 'A'ishah said, "All praise is due to 
Allah Whose hearing has encompassed all voices! By Allah, she who came to complain about her 
husband to the Messenger of Allah was speaking while I was in another part of the room, yet I 
did not hear some of what she said. Allah sent down, 



(Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you concerning her husband 
and complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you both. Verily, Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Seer.) 58:1 Allah said next, 



(whether he be hid by night), in his house in the darkness of the night, 



(or goes forth freely by day.) moves about during the daylight; both are encompassed by Allah's 
knowledge. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Surely, even when they cover themselves with their garments.) 11:5 , and, 



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an nor you do any deed, but We are 
witness thereof when you are doing it. And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much as) the a 
speck of dust on the earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that or what is greater than 
that but is (written) in a Clear Record.) 10:61 



The Guardian Angels 

Allah said next, 



(For him (each person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him 
by the command of Allah.) Allah states that there are angels who take turns guarding each 
servant, some by night and some by day. These angels protect each person from harm and 
accidents. There are also angels who take turns recording the good and evil deeds, some angels 
do this by day and some by night. There are two angels, one to the right and one to the left of 
each person, recording the deeds. The angel to the right records the good deeds, while the 
angel to the left records the evil deeds. There are also two angels that guard and protect each 
person, one from the back and one from in front. Therefore, there are four angels that 
surround each person by day and they are replaced by four others at night, two scribes and two 
guards. An authentic Hadith states, 

» 



« 

(Angels take turns around you, some at night and some by day, and all of them assemble 
together at the time of the Fajr and 'Asr prayers. Then those who have stayed with you 
throughout the night, ascend to Allah Who asks them, and He knows the answer better than 
they about you, "How have you left My servants" They reply, "As we have found them praying, 
we have left them praying.") Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, every one among you has his companion from the Jinn and his companion from the 
angels.") They said, "And you too, Allah's Messenger" He said, 



» 



« 



(And I too, except that Allah has helped me against him, so he only orders me to do good.) 
Muslim collected this Hadith. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibrahim said, "Allah revealed to a 
Prophet from among the Children of Israel, x Say to your nation: every people of a village or a 
house who used to obey Allah but changed their behavior to disobeying Him, then He will take 
away from them what they like and exchange it for what they dislike." Ibrahim next said that 
this statement has proof in Allah's Book, 



(Verily, Allah will not change the (good) condition of a people as long as they do not change 
their state (of goodness) themselves.) 



(12. It is He Who shows you the lightning, as a fear and as a hope. And it is He Who brings up 
the clouds, heavy (with water).) (13. And Ar-Ra'd (thunder) glorifies and praises Him, and so do 
the angels because of His awe. He sends the thunderbolts, and therewith He strikes whom He 
wills, yet they (disbelievers) dispute about Allah. And He is Mighty in strength and Severe in 
punishment.) 



Clouds, Thunder and Lightning are Signs of Allah's Power 

Allah states that He has full power over Al-Barq (lightning), which is the bright light that 
originates from within clouds. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn " Abbas once wrote to Abu Al-Jald 
asking about the meaning of Al-Barq, and he said that it is water. Qatadah commented on 
Allah's statement, 



(as a fear and as a hope.) "Fear for travelers, for they feel afraid of its harm and hardship, and 
hope for residents, awaiting its blessing and benefit and anticipating Allah's provisions." Allah 
said next, 



(And it is He Who brings up the clouds, heavy.) meaning, He originates the clouds that are 
heavy and close to the ground because of being laden with rain. Mujahid said that this part of 
the Ayah is about clouds that are heavy with rain. Allah's statement, 



(And Ar-Ra'd (thunder) glorifies and praises Him), is similar to His other statement, 



(And there is not a thing but glorifies His praise.) 17:44 Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibrahim 
bin Sa' d said, "My father told me that he was sitting next to Hamid bin 'Abdur Rahman in the 
Masjid. A man from the tribe of Ghifar passed and Hamid sent someone to him to please come 
to them. When he came, Hamid said to me, * My nephew! Make space for him between me and 
you, for he had accompanied Allah's Messenger .' When that man came, he sat between me and 
Hamid and Hamid said to him, 'What was the Hadith that you narrated to me from the 
Messenger of Allah ' He said, x A man from Ghifar said that he heard the Prophet say, i 



» 

« 

(Verily, Allah originates the clouds, and they speak in the most beautiful voice and laugh in the 
most beautiful manner.) It appears, and Allah has the best knowledge, that the cloud's voice is 
in reference to thunder and its laughter is the lightning. Musa bin ' Ubaydah narrated that Sa' d 
bin Ibrahim said, "Allah sends the rain and indeed, none has a better smile than it, nor more 
comforting voice. Its smile is lightning and its voice is thunder." 

Supplicating to Allah upon hearing Ar-Ra d (Thunder) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Salim bin 'Abdullah narrated that his father said that the 
Messenger of Allah used to say upon hearing the thunder and thunderbolts, 

» 

« 

(0 Allah! Do not kill us with Your anger, nor destroy us with Your torment, and save us before 
that." This Hadith was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Al-Bukhari in his book Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, An- 
Nasa'i in * Amal Al-Yawm wal-Laylah, and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak. When 'Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubayr used to hear thunder, he would stop talking and would supplicate, "All praise is to He 
Whom Ar-Ra' d (thunder) glorifies and praises, and so do the angels because of His awe." He 
would then say, "This is a stern warning to the people of earth." Malik collected this Hadith in 
Al-Muwatta', and Al-Bukhari in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(Your Lord, the Exalted and Most High, said, 'Had My servants obeyed Me, I would have given 
them rain by night and the sun by day, and would not have made them hear the sound of the 
Ra' d (thunder).') Allah's statement, 



(He sends the thunderbolts, and therewith He strikes whom He wills,) indicates that He sends 
thunderbolts as punishment upon whom He wills, and this is why thunderbolts increase as time 
comes to an end. Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said that Arbad 



bin Qays bin Juzu' bin Julayd bin Ja'far bin Kulab, and 'Amir bin At-Tufayl bin Malik came to 
Al-Madinah to the Messenger of Allah and sat where he was sitting. ' Amir bin At-Tufayl said, "0 
Muhammad! What will you give me if I embrace Islam" The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(You will have the rights and duties of all Muslims.) 'Amir bin At-Tufayl said, "Will you make me 
your successor if I embrace Islam" The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(That is not your right, nor your people's right. However, I could appoint you a commander of 
the horsemen (i.e., war).) 'Amir said, "I am already the commander of the horsemen of Najd 
(in the north of Arabia). Give me control over the desert and you keep the cities." The 
Messenger of Allah refused. When these two men were leaving the Messenger of Allah , 'Amir 
said, "By Allah! I will fill it (Al-Madinah) with horses and men (hostile to Muslims)." The 
Messenger of Allah replied, 

« » 

(Rather, Allah will prevent you. ) When 'Amir and Arbad left, 'Amir said, "0 Arbad! I will keep 
Muhammad busy while talking to him, so you can strike him with the sword. Verily, if you kill 
Muhammad, the people (Muslims) will agree to take blood money and will hate to wage war 
over his murder. Then we will give them the blood money." Arbad said, "I will do that," and 
they went back to the Messenger . 'Amir said, "0 Muhammad! Stand next to me so that I can 
talk to you." The Messenger stood up, and they both stood next to a wall talking to each other. 
Arbad wanted to grab his sword, but his hand froze when it touched the sword's handle and he 
could not take the sword out of its sheath. Arbad did not strike the Messenger as 'Amir 
suggested, and the Messenger of Allah looked at Arbad and realized what he was doing, so he 
departed. When Arbad and 'Amir left the Messenger of Allah and arrived at Al-Harrah of Waqim 
area, they dismounted from their horses. However, Sa'd bin Mu' adh and Usayd bin Hudayr 
came out saying, "Come, enemies of Allah! May Allah curse you." 'Amir asked, "Who is this 
with you, Sa'd" Sa' d said, "This is Usayd bin Hudayr." They fled until they reached the Riqm 
area, where Allah struck Arbad with a bolt of lightning and he met his demise. As for ' Amir, he 
went on until he reached the Kharim area, where Allah sent an open ulcer that struck him. 
During that night, ' Amir took refuge in a woman's house, from Banu Salul. ' Amir kept touching 
his open ulcer and saying, "An ulcer as big as a camel's hump, while I am at the house of a 
woman from Bani Salul, seeking to bring my death in her house!" He rode his horse, but he died 
while riding it headed to his area. Allah sent down these Ayat (13:8-11) in their case, 



(Allah knows what every female bears) until, 



(..and they will find besides Him no protector.) Ibn " Abbas commented, "The angels in 
succession, guard Muhammad, peace be upon him, by the command of Allah." He next 
mentioned the demise of Arbad by Allah's command, reciting this Ayah, 



(He sendsthe thunderbolts,)" Allah said next, 



(yet they (disbelievers) dispute about Allah.) they doubt Allah's greatness and that there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Him, 



(And He is Mighty in strength and Severe in punishment.) Allah's torment is severe against those 
who rebel against Him, defy Him and persist in disbelief, according to the Tafsir of Ibn Jarir At- 
Tabari. There is a similar Ayah in the Qur'an, 



(So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then see how was 
the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation all together.) 27:50-51 Al i 
bin Abi Talib said that, 



(And He is Mighty in strength and Severe in punishment (Al-Mihal)), means, His punishment is 
severe. 



(14. For Him is the Word of Truth. And those whom they invoke besides Him, answer them no 
more than one who stretches forth his hand for water to reach his mouth, but it reaches him 
not; and the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but misguidance.) 



A Parable for the Weakness of the False Gods of the Polytheists 

AN bin Abi Talib said that Allah's statement, 



(For Him is the Word of Truth.) is in reference to Tawhid, according to Ibn Jarir At-Tabari. Ibn 
'Abbas, Qatadah, and Malik who narrated it from Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir, said that, 



(For Him isthe Word of Truth.) means, "La ilaha illallah." Allah said next, 



(And those whom they invoke besides Him...), meaning, the example of those who worship 
others besides Allah, 



(like one who stretches forth his hand for water to reach his mouth,) 'AM bin Abi Talib 
commented, "Like he who stretches his hand on the edge of a deep well to reach the water, 
even though his hands do not reach it; so how can the water reach his mouth" Mujahid said 
about , 



(like one who stretches forth his hand) "Calling the water with his words and pointing at it, but 
it will never come to him this way." The meaning of this Ayah is that he who stretches his hand 
to water from far away, to either collect some or draw some from far away, will not benefit 
from the water which will not reach his mouth, where water should be consumed. Likewise, 
those idolators who call another deity besides Allah, will never benefit from these deities in 
this life or the Hereafter, hence Allah's statement, 



(and the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but misguidance.) 



(15. And unto Allah falls in prostration whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly or 
unwillingly, and so do their shadows in the mornings and in the afternoons.) 



Everything prostrates unto Allah 

Allah affirms His might and power, for He has full control over everything, and everything is 
subservient to Him. Therefore, everything, including the believers, prostrate to Allah willingly, 
while the disbelievers do so unwillingly, 



(and so do their shadows in the mornings), in the beginning of the days, 



(and in the afternoons.) towardsthe end of the days. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows incline.) 16:48 



(16. Say: "Who isthe Lord of the heavens and the earth" Say: "(It is) Allah." Say: "Have you then 
taken (for worship) Awliya' (protectors) other than Him, such as have no power either for 
benefit or for harm to themselves" Say: "Is the blind equal to the one who sees Or darkness 
equal to light Or do they assign to Allah partners who created the like of His creation, so that 
the creation seemed alike to them" Say: "Allah isthe Creator of all things; and He isthe One, 
the Irresistible.") 



Affirming Tawhid 

Allah affirms here that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, since they admit that 
He alone created the heavens and the earth and that He is their Lord and the Disposer of all 
affairs. Yet, they take as lords others besides Allah and worship them, even though these false 
gods do not have the power to benefit or harm themselves, or those who worship them. 
Therefore, the polyt heists will not benefit or have harm removed from them by these false 
deities. Are those who worship the false deities instead of Allah equal to those who worship 
Him alone, without partners, and thus have a light from their Lord This is why Allah said here, 



(Say: "Is the blind equal to the one who sees Or darkness equal to light Or do they assign to 
Allah partners who created the like of His creation, so that the creations seemed alike to 
them") Allah asks, ' Do these polyt heists worship gods besides Him that rival Him in what He 
created Have their false deities created similar creations to those Allah created and, thus, they 
are confused between the two types of creations, not knowing which was created by others 
besides Allah' Rather, the Ayah proves that the truth is nothing like this. There is none similar 
to Allah, nor does He have an equal, a rival, anyone like Him, a minister, a son, or a wife. Allah 
is glorified in that He is far away from all that is ascribed to Him. These idolators worship gods 
that they themselves admit were created by Allah and are subservient to Him. They used to say 
during their Talbiyah: "Here we rush to Your obedience. There is no partner for You, except 
Your partner, You own him and he owns not." Allah also mentioned their polytheistic 
statements in other Ayat, 



(We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.) 39:3 Allah admonished them for 
this false creed, stating that only those whom He chooses are allowed to intercede with Him, 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) 34:23 



(And there are many angels in the heavens ) 53:26 , and, 



(There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious (Allah) as a 
servant. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And 
everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) 19:93-95 If all are 
Allah's servants, then why do any of them worships each other without proof or evidence that 
allows them to do so Rather, they rely on sheer opinion and innovation in the religion, even 
though Allah has sent all of His Prophets and Messengers, from beginning to end, prohibiting 
this practice (polytheism) and ordering them to refrain from worshipping others besides Allah. 
They defied their Messengers and rebelled against them, and this is why the word of 
punishment struck them as a worthy recompense, e 



(And your Lord treats no one with injustice) 18:49 



(17. He sends down water from the sky, and the valleys flow according to their measure, but 
the flood bears away the foam that mounts up to the surface - and (also) from that (ore) which 
they heat in the fire in order to make ornaments or utensils, rises a foam like unto it, thus does 
Allah (by parables) show forth truth and falsehood. Then, as for the foam it passes away as 
scum upon the banks, while that which is for the good of mankind remains in the earth. Thus 
Allah sets forth parables.) 



Two Parables proving that Truth remains and Falsehood perishes 

This honorable Ayah contains two parables which affirm that truth remains and increases, while 
falsehood diminishes and perishes. Allah said, 



(He sends down water from the sky,) He sends rain, 



(and the valleys flow according to their measure,) each valley taking its share according to its 
capacity, for some valleys are wider and can retain more water than others which are small 
and thus retain smaller measures of water. This Ayah indicates that hearts differ, for some of 
them can retain substantial knowledge while others cannot entertain knowledge, but rather are 
bothered by knowledge, 



(but the flood bears away the foam that mounts up to the surface) of the water that ran down 
the valleys; this isthe first parable. Allah said next, 



(and (also) from that (ore) which they heat in the fire in order to make ornaments or 
utensils...) This is the second parable, whereas gold and silver ore is heated with fire to make 
adornments with it, and iron and copper ore are heated to make pots and the like with it. 
Foam also risesto the surface of these ores, just as in the case with water, 



(thus does Allah (by parables) show forth truth and falsehood.) when they both exist, falsehood 
does not remain, just as foam does not remain with the water or the gold and silver ores which 
are heated in fire. Rather, foam dissipates and vanishes, 



(Then, as for the foam it passes away as scum upon the banks,) for it carries no benefit and 
dissipates and scatters on the banks of the valley. The foam also sticks to trees or is dissipated 
by wind, just as the case with the scum that rises on the surface of gold, silver, iron and 
copper ores; it all goes away and never returns. However, water, gold and silver remain and 
are used to man's benefit. This is why Allah said next, 



(while that which is for the good of mankind remains in the earth. Thus Allah sets forth 
parables.) Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(And these similitudes We put forward for mankind; but none will understand them except 
those who have knowledge.) 29:43 Some of the Salaf (rightly guided ancestors) said, "When I 
would read a parable in the Qur'an that I could not comprehend, I would cry for myself because 
Allah the Exalted says, 



(But none will understand them except those who have knowledge.)" 29:43 * AM bin Abi Talhah 
reported that ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(He sends down water from the sky, and the valleys flow according to their measure,) "This is a 
parable that Allah has set; the hearts carry knowledge from Him, and certainty according to 
the amount of doubt. As for doubt, working good deeds does not benefit while it exists. As for 
certainty, Allah benefits its people by it, hence Allah's statement, 



(Then, as for the foam), which refersto doubt, 



(it passes away as scum upon the banks, while that which is for the good of mankind remains in 
the earth.) in reference to certainty. And just as when jewelry is heated in fire and is rid of its 
impurity, which remains in the fire, similarly Allah accepts certainty and discards doubt." 



The Qur'an and the Sunnah contain Parables that use Water and 

Fire 

Allah has set two examples in the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah (chapter 2) about the 
hypocrites, one using fire and another using water. Allah said, 



(Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire; then, when it illuminated all around 
him.) 2:17 then He said, 



(Or like a rainstorm in the sky, bringing darkness, thunder, and lightning.) 2:19 Allah also has 
set two parables for the disbelievers in Surat An-Nur (chapter 24), one of them is, 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert.) 24:39 The mirage 
occurs during intense heat. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(It will be said to the Jews on the Day of Resurrection, "What do you desire" They will reply, 
"We need to drink, for we have become thirsty, our Lord!" It will be said, "Will you then 
proceed to drink," and they will head towards the Fire, which will appear as a mirage, its 
various parts consuming the other parts.") Allah said in the second parable (in Surat An-Nur); 



(Or is like the darkness in a vast deep sea.) 24:40 In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that Abu 
Musa AI-AslY ari said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(The example of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is like abundant rain 
falling on the earth, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed the rain water and brought 
forth vegetation and grass in abundance. And another portion of it was hard, it held the rain 
water and Allah benefited the people with it and they utilized it for drinking, grazing, making 
their animals drink from it and for irrigation purposes. And another portion of it fell on barren 
land, which could neither hold the water nor bring forth vegetation. The first is the example of 



the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit, as well as benefiting others 
(from the knowledge and guidance) which Allah has revealed through me and learns and then 
teaches others. The last example is that of a person who does not care for it and does not 
embrace Allah's guidance revealed through me.) This parable uses water in it. In another 
Hadith that Imam Ahmad collected, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(My example and the example of you is like that of a person who lit a fire. When the fire 
illuminated his surroundings, butterflies and insects started falling into it, as they usually do, 
and he started swatting at them to prevent them from falling; but they overwhelmed him and 
kept falling into the fire. This is the parable of me and you, I am holding you by the waist 
trying to save you from the Fire, saying, "Go away from the Fire," yet you overwhelm me and 
fall into it.) The Two Sahihs also collected this Hadith. This is a parable using fire. 



(18. For those who answered their Lord's call is Al-Husna. But those who answered not His call, 
if they had all that is in the earth together with its like, they would offer it in order to save 
themselves. For them there will be the terrible reckoning. Their dwelling place will be Hell; 
and worst indeed is that place for rest.) 



Reward of the Blessed and Wretched Ones 

Allah mentionsthe final destination of the blessed ones and the wretched ones, 



(For those who answered their Lord's call) obeyed Allah and followed His Messenger 
(Muhammad, peace be upon him) by obeying his commands and believing in the narrations he 
brought about the past and the future, theirs will be, 



(Al-Husna), which is the good reward. Allah said that Dhul-Qarnayn declared, 



(As for him who does wrong, we shall punish him, and then he will be brought back unto his 
Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible torment (Hell). But as for him who believes and works 
righteousness, he shall have the best reward (Al-Husna), and we shall speak unto him mild 
words by our command) 18: 87-88 Allah said in another Ayah, 



(For those who have done good is the best (Al-Husna) and even more.) 10:26 Allah said next, 



(But those who answered not His call,) disobeyed Allah, 



(if they had all that is in the earth together) meaning, in the Hereafter. This Ayah says: Had 
the earth's fill of gold and its like with it, they would try to ransom themselves from Allah's 
torment at that time. However, this will not be accepted from them. Verily, Allah the Exalted 
will not accept any type of exchange from, 



(For them there will be the terrible reckoning.) in the Hereafter, when they will be reckoned 
for the Naqir and the Qitmir, the big and the small. Verily, he who is reckoned in detail on that 
Day will receive punishment, hence Allah's statement next, 



(Their dwelling place will be Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest. 



(19. Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you from your Lord is the truth, 
be like him who is blind But it is only the men of understanding that pay heed.) 



The Believer and the Disbeliever are never Equal 

Allah says, 'They could never be equal; those among people who know that what, 



(has been revealed unto you), O Muhammad, 



(from your Lord) is the truth about which there is no doubt and in which there is no confusion, 
vagueness or contradiction. Rather, they believe that all of it is the truth, each part of it 
testifying to another. They believe that none of its parts contradicts the others, that all its 
information is true and that all its commandments and prohibitions are just, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice.) 6:15 It is accurate in its 
information and stories and just in what it orders. Therefore, the Ayah says, those who believe 
in the truth that you brought, Muhammad, are not at all similar to those who are blind and 
cannot find guidance to what benefits them, which they cannot even comprehend. And even if 
they comprehend the guidance, they will not follow it, believe in it or abide by it.' Allah said in 
another Ayah, 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful.) 59:20 Allah said in this honorable Ayah, 



(Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you from your Lord is the truth, be 
like him who is blind) They are not equal. Allah said next, 



(But it is only the men of understanding that pay heed.) meaning, it is those who have sound 
minds who draw lessons, gain wisdom and understand. We ask Allah to make us among them. 



=(20. Those who fulfill, the covenant of Allah and break not the trust.) (21 . And those who join 
that which Allah has commanded to be joined and fear their Lord, and dread the terrible 
reckoning. ) (22. And those who remain patient, seeking their Lord's Face, perform the Salah, 
and spend out of that which We have bestowed on them, secretly and openly, and repel evil 
with good, for such there is a good end.) (23. 'Adn Gardens, which they shall enter and (also) 
those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their wives, and their offspring. And 
angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying):) (24. "Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon 
you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed isthe final home!") 



Qualities of the Blessed Ones, which will lead to Paradise 

Allah states that those who have these good qualities, will earn the good, final home: victory 
and triumph in this life and the Hereafter, 



(Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and break not the trust.) They are nothing like the 
hypocrites who when one of them makes a covenant, he breaks it; if he disputes, he is most 
quarrelsome; if he speaks, he lies; and if he is entrusted, he betrays his trust. Allah said next, 



(And those who join that which Allah has commanded to be joined) they are good to their 
relatives and do not sever the bond of kinship. They are also kind to the poor and the needy 
and generous in nature, 



(and fear their Lord), in what they do or do not do of actions and statements. They remember 
that Allah is watching during all of this and are afraid of His terrifying reckoning in the 
Hereafter. Therefore, all their affairs are on the straight path and correct, whether they are 
active or idle, and in all of their affairs, including those that affect others, 



(And those who remain patient, seeking their Lord's Face,) They observe patience while staying 
away from sins and evil deeds, doing so while dedicating themselves to the service of their 
Lord the Exalted and Most Honored and seeking His pleasure and generous reward, 



(and perform the Salah), preserving its limits, times, bowing, prostration and humbleness, 
according to the established limits and rulings of the religion, 



(and spend out of that which We have bestowed on them,) They spend on those whom they are 
obliged to spend on them, such as their spouses, relatives and the poor and needy in general, 



(secretly and openly,) They spend during all conditions and times, whether during the night or 
the day, secretly and openly, 



(and repel evil with good) they resist evil with good conduct. When the people harm them they 
face their harm with good patience, forbearing, forgiveness and pardon. Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between whom and you there was 
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend. But none is granted it except those who 
are patient - and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this world.) 41:34- 
35 This is why Allah states here that those who have these good qualities, the blessed ones, 
will earn the final home, which He explained next, 



(* Adn Gardens), where, ' Adn, indicates continuous residence; they will reside in the gardens of 
everlasting life. Allah said next, 



(and (also) those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their wives, and their 
offspring.) Allah will gather them with their loved ones, from among their fathers, family 
members and offspring, those who are righteous and deserve to enter Paradise, so that their 
eyes are comforted by seeing them. He will also elevate the grade of those who are lower, to 
the grades of those who are higher, a favor from Him out of His kindness, without decreasing 
the grade of those who are higher up (in Paradise). Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith: to them shall We join their 
offspring.) 52:21 Allah said next, 



(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon 
you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!") The angels will enter 
on them from every direction congratulating them for entering Paradise. The angels will 
welcome them with the Islamic greeting and commend them for earning Allah's closeness and 
rewards, as well as, being admitted into the Dwelling of Peace, neighbors to the honorable 
Messengers, the Prophets and the truthful believers. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin 
' Amr bin Al-' As, may Allah be pleased with them both, narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Do you know who among Allah's creation will enter Paradise first) They said, "Allah and His 
Messenger have more knowledge." He said, 



» 



« 

(The first among Allah's creation to enter Paradise are the poor emigrants (in Allah's cause) 
with whom the outposts (of the land) are secured and the various afflictions are warded off. 
One of them would die while his need is still in his chest, because he was unable to satisfy it 
himself. Allah will say to whom He will among His angels, "Go to them and welcome them with 
the Sal am." The angels will say, "We are the residence of Your heaven and the best of Your 
creation, do You command us to go to them and welcome them with the Salam" Allah will say, 
"They are My servants who worshipped Me and did not associate anyone or anything with Me in 
worship. With them, the outposts were secured and the afflictions were warded off. One of 
them would die while his need is in his chest, unable to satisfy it." So the angels will go to 
them from every gate (of Paradise),) saying, 



(Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is 
the final home!)" 



(25. And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which 
Allah has commanded to be joined, and work mischief in the land, on them is the curse, and 
for them isthe unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell).) 



Characteristics of the Wretched Ones which will lead to the Curse 

and the Evil Home 

This is the destination of the Wretched ones and these are their characteristics. Allah 
mentioned their end in the Hereafter, to contrast the end that the believers earned, since 
their characteristics were to the opposite of the believer's qualities in this life. The latter used 
to keep Allah's covenant and join that which Allah has ordained on them to join. As for the 
former, they used to, 



(break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which Allah has commanded 
to be joined, and work mischief in the land,) An authentic Hadith states that, 

: » 

« 

(The signs of a hypocrite are three: Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie; whenever he promises, 
he always breaks it (his promise); if you entrust him, he proves to be dishonest.") In another 
narration, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(If he enters into a covenant, he betrays it; and if he disputes, he proves to be most 
quarrelsome.) This is why Allah said next, 



(on them isthe curse,) they will be cast away from Allah's mercy, 



(and for them isthe unhappy home. ) the evil end and destination, 



(Their dwelling place will be Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest.) 13:18 



(26. Allah increases the provision for whom He wills, and straitens (it for whom He wills), and 
they rejoice in the life of the world, whereas the life of this world compared to the Hereafter 
is but a brief passing enjoyment.) 



Increase and Decrease in Provision is in Allah's Hand 

Allah st at est hat He alone increases the provisions for whom He wills and decreases it for whom 
He wills, according to His wisdom and perfect justice. So, when the disbelievers rejoice with 
the life of the present world that was given to them, they do not know that they are being 
tested and tried. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) 23:55-56 Allah belittled the life of the present 
world in comparison to what He has prepared for His believing servants in the Hereafter, 



(whereas the life of this world compared to the Hereafter is but a brief passing enjoyment.) 
Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far) better for him who has 
Taqwa, and you shall not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the amount of a Fatila.) 4:77 
and, 



(Nay, you prefer the life of this world, although the Hereafter is better and more 
lasting.) 87:16-17 Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Mustawrid, from Bani Fihr, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(The life of the present world, compared to the Hereafter, is just like when one of you inserts 
his finger in the sea, so let him contemplate how much of it will it carry.) and he pointed with 
the index finger. Imam Muslim also collected this Hadith in his Sahih. In another Hadith, the 
Prophet passed by a dead sheep, whose ears were small, and said, 

» 

« 

(By Allah! The life of this present world is as insignificant to Allah as this sheep was to its 
owners when they threw it away.) 



(27. And those who disbelieved say: "Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord" Say: 
"Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him in 
repentance.") (28. Those who believed and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah. 
Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.) (29. Those who believed, and work 
righteousness, Tuba is for them and a beautiful place of (final) return.) 



Disbelievers ask for Miracles, Allah's Response to Them 

Allah says that the idolatorssaid, 



(Why is not), meaning, there should be, 



(a sign sent down to him from his Lord) The idolators also said, 



(Let him then bring us an Ayah like the ones (Prophets) that were sent before (with signs)!) 
21:5 We mentioned this subject several times before and stated that Allah is able to bring 
them what they wanted. There is a Hadith which mentions that the idolators asked the Prophet 
to turn Mount As-Safa into gold and, they also asked him for a spring to gush forth for them and 
to remove the mountains from around Makkah and replace them with green fields and gardens. 
Allah revealed to His Messenger : "If You wish, Muhammad, I will give them what they asked 
for. However, if they disbelieve thereafter, I will punish them with a punishment that I did not 
punish any among the ' Alamin (mankind and the Jinns). Or, if you wish, I will open for them 
the door to repentance and mercy." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Rather, open for them the door to repentance and mercy.) This is why Allah said to His 
Messenger next, 



(Say: "Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him 
in repentance.") Allah states that He brings misguidance or guidance whether the Messenger 
was given a sign (a miracle) according to their asking or not. Verily, earning the misguidance or 
the guidance are not connected to the miracles or the lack of them. Allah said in other Ayat, f 



(But neither Ayat nor warners benefit those who believe not.) 10:101 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) 10:96-97 , and, 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We 
had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed, unless 
Allah willed, but most of them behave ignorantly.) 6:111 Allah said here, 



(Say: "Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him 
in repentance.") meaning, He guides to Him those who repent, turn to Him, beg Him, seek His 
help and humbly submit to Him. 



The Believer's Heart finds Comfort in the Remembrance of Allah 

Allah said, 



(Those who believed, and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah.) for their hearts 
find comfort on the side of Allah, become tranquil when He is remembered and pleased to have 
Him as their Protector and Supporter. So Allah said, 



(Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.) and surely, He is worthy of it. 

The Meaning of Tuba 

Allah said, 



(Those who believed, and work righteousness, Tuba is for them and a beautiful place of (final) 
return.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that Tuba means, "Happiness and 
comfort or refreshment of the eye." ~ Ikrimah said that Tuba means, "How excellent is what 
they earned," while Ad-Dahhak said, "A joy for them." Furthermore, Ibrahim An-Nakh' i said 
that Tuba means, "Better for them," while Qatadah said that it is an Arabic word that means, 
'you have earned a good thing.' In another narration, Qatadah said that 'Tuba for them' 
means, "It is excellent for them," 



(and a beautiful place of return.) and final destination. These meanings for Tuba are all 
synonymous and they do not contradict one another. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa'id Al- 
Khudri said that a man asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! Tuba for those who saw you and believed in 
you!" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Tuba is for he who saw me and believed in me. Tuba, and another Tuba, and another Tuba for 
he who believed in me, but did not see me.) A man asked, "What is Tuba" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(A tree in Paradise whose width is a hundred years, and the clothes of the people of Paradise 
are taken from its bark.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Sahl bin Sa' d said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There is a tree in Paradise, if a rider travels in its shade for one hundred years, he would not 
be able to cross it.) An-Nu' man bin Abi ' Ayyash Az-Zuraqi added, "Abu Sa' id Ai-Khudri narrated 
to me that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(There is a tree in Paradise, if a rider travels in its shade on a fast, sleek horse for one hundred 
years, he would not be able to cross it.)" In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr 
narrated that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



» 



« 

(0 My slaves! If the first and the last among you, mankind and Jinns among you, stood in one 
spot and asked Me and I gave each person what he asked, it will not decrease from My 
dominion, except what the needle decreases (or carries) when entered into the sea.) Khalid bin 
Ma' ddan said, "There is a tree in Paradise called Tuba, that has breasts that nurse the children 
of the people of Paradise. Verily, the miscarriage of a woman will be swimming in one of the 
rivers of Paradise until the Day of Resurrection commences, when he will be gathered with 
people while forty years of age." Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement. 



(30. Thus have We sent you to a community before whom other communities have passed 
away, in order that you might recite unto them what We have revealed to you, while they 
disbelieve in the Most Gracious (Allah). Say: "He is my Lord! None has the right to be 
worshipped but He! In Him is my trust, and to Him I turn.") 



Our Prophet was sent to recite and call to Allah's Revelation 

Allah says, ' Just as We sent you, Muhammad, to your Ummah, 



(..in order that you might recite unto them what We have revealed to you,) so that you deliver 
to them Allah's Message. Likewise, We sent others to earlier nations that disbelieved in Allah. 
The Messengers whom We sent before you, were also denied and rejected, so you have an 



example in what they faced. And since We sent Our torment and revenge on those people, then 
let these people fear what will strike them, for their denial of you is harsher than the denial 
that the previous Messengers faced,' 



(By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you.) 16-63 Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(Verily, many Messengers were denied before you, with patience they bore the denial and 
suffering until; till Our help reached them, and none can alter the Words (decree) of Allah. 
Surely, there has reached you the information (news) about the Messengers (before you).) 6- 
34, meaning, 'How We gave them victory and granted the best end for them and their 
followers in this life and the Hereafter. ' Allah said next, 



(while they disbelieve in the Most Gracious (Allah).) Allah says, 'These people, that We sent 
you to, disbelieve in the Most Gracious and deny Him, because they dislike describing Allah by 
Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim the Most Gracious, Most Merciful .' This is why on the day of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah, as Al-Bukhari narrated, they refused to write, "In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman 
Ar-Rahim," saying, "We do not know Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim!" Qatadah narrated this words. Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(Say: "Invoke Allah or invoke the Most Gracious (Allah), by whatever name you invoke Him, for 
to Him belong the Best Names.) 17:1 10 In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that " Abdullah bin 
" Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The most beloved names to Allah the Exalted are: " Abdullah and ' Abdur-Rahman.)Allah said 
next, 



(Say: "He is my Lord! None has the right to be worshipped but He!") meaning: for I believe in 
Allah in Whom you disbelieve and affirm His Divinity and Lordship. He is my Lord, there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Him, 



(In Him is my trust,) in all of my affairs, 



(and to Him I turn.) meaning: to Him I return and repent, for He alone is worthy of all this and 
none else besides Him. 



(31. And if there had been a Qur'an with which mountains could be moved (from their places), 
or the earth could be cloven asunder, or the dead could be made to speak (it would not have 
been other than this Qur'an). But the decision of all things is certainly with Allah. Have not 
then those who believed yet known that had Allah willed, He could have guided all mankind 
And a disaster will not cease to strike those who disbelieved because of their (evil) deeds or it 
(i.e. the disaster) settles close to their homes, until the promise of Allah comes to pass. 
Certainly, Allah breaks not His promise.) 

Virtues of the Qur'an and the Denial of Disbelievers 

Allah praises the Qur'an which He has revealed to Muhammad, peace be upon him, and prefers 
it to all other divinely revealed Books before it, 



(And if there had been a Qur'an with which mountains could be moved,) Allah says, * If there 
were a Book among the previous Divine Books with which the mountains could be moved from 
their places, or the earth could be cleaved asunder, or the dead speak in their graves, it would 
have been this Qur'an and none else.' Or, this Qur'an is more worthy to cause all this, because 
of its marvelous eloquence that defies the ability of mankind and the Jinns, even if all of them 
gather their forces together to invent something like it or even a Surah like it. Yet, these 
idolators disbelieve in the Qur'an and reject it. Allah said, 



(But the decision of all things is certainly with Allah.) The decision over all affairs is with Allah 
Alone, whatever He wills, occurs and whatever He does not will, never occurs. Certainly, he 
whom Allah misguides, will never find enlightenment and he whom Allah guides, will never be 
misled. We should state here that it is possible to call other Divine Books, 'Qur'an', since this 
Qur'an is based on all of them. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Reciting was made easy for (Prophet) Dawud (David) in that he used to order that his animal 
be prepared for him to ride and in the meantime he would read the entire Qur'an. He used to 
eat only from what his hand made.) Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith. The Qur'an mentioned 
here is refers to the Zabur. Allah said next, 



(Have not then those who believed yet known) that not all people would believe and 
understand and that, 



(had Allah willed, He could have guided all mankind) Surely, there is not a miracle or evidence 
more eloquent or effective on the heart and mind than this Qur'an. Had Allah revealed it to a 
mountain, you would see the mountain shake and humbled from fear of Allah. The Sahih 
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Every Prophet was given (a miracle) the type of which would make (some) people believe. 
What I was given, however, is a revelation from Allah to me, and I hope that I will have the 
most following among them (Prophets) on the Day of Resurrection.) This Hadith indicates that 
every Prophet's miracle disappeared upon his death, but thisQur'an will remain as evidence for 
all times. Verily, the miracle of the Qur'an will never end, nor will it become old the more it is 
read, nor will scholars ever have enough of it. The Qur'an is serious and is not meant for jest; 
any tyrant that abandons it, Allah will destroy him; he who seeks guidance in other than the 
Qur'an, then Allah will misguide him. Allah said next, 



(But the decision of all things is certainly with Allah.) Ibn 'Abbas commented, "He will only do 
what He wills and He decided that He will not do that." Ibn Ishaq reported a chain for this, and 
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari agreed with it. Allah said next, 



(And a disaster will not cease to strike those who disbelieved because of their (evil) deeds or it 
settles close to their homes,) because of their denial, disasters will still strike them in this life 
or strike those all around them, as a lesson and example for them. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, and We have shown (them) the Ayat in 
various ways that they might return (to the truth).) 46-27 , and, 



(See they not that We gradually reduce the land (in their control) from its outlying borders Is it 
then they who will overcome) 21:44 Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan commented on Allah's 
statement, 



(or it settles close to their homes,) "It is in reference to the disaster." This is the apparent 
meaning here. AI-'Awfi reported that bin " Abbas said about, 



(And a QarT ah (disaster) strikes them because of their (evil) deeds) "A torment that descends 
on them from heaven, 



(or it settles close to their homes,) when the Messenger of Allah camps near their area and 
fights them." Similar was reported from Mujahid and Qatadah. " Ikrimah said in another 
narration he reported from Ibn ' Abbas that, 



(Qari'ah) means affliction. These scholars also said that, 



(until the promise of Allah comes to pass.) refers to the conquering of Makkah. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said that it refers to the Day of Resurrection. Allah said next, 



(Certainly, Allah breaks not His promise.) to His Messengers to aid them and their followers in 
this life and the Hereafter, 



(So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers. Certainly, Allah is All- 
Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.) 14:47 



(32. And indeed (many) Messengers were mocked at before you but I granted respite to those 
who disbelieved, and finally I punished them. Then how (terrible) was My punishment !) 



Comforting the Messenger of Allah 

Allah saysto His Messenger, while comforting him in facing his people's denial of him, 



x (And indeed (many) Messengers were mocked at before you), so you have a good example in 
them, 



(but I granted respite to those who disbelieved,) deferred their judgment for a term appointed, 



(and finally I punished them.) with encompassing punishment. How did you obtain the news of 
how I gave them respite and then took them with punishment' Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then (in the end) I 
seized it (with punishment). And to Me is the (final) return (of all).) 22:48 It is recorded in the 
Two Sahihsthat the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Verily, Allah gives respite to the unjust until when He seizes him, He never lets go of him.) 
The Messenger next recited this Ayah, 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are 
doing wrong. Verily, Hispunishment ispainful, (and) severe.) 11:102 



(33. Is then He (Allah) Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned (like 
any other deity who knows nothing) Yet, they ascribe partners to Allah. Say: "Name them! Is it 
that you will inform Him of something He knows not in the earth or is it (just) a show of false 
words." Nay! To those who disbelieved, their plotting is made fair-seeming, and they have been 
hindered from the right path; and whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) 



There is no Similarity between Allah and False Deities in any 

Respect 

Allah said, 



(Is then He (Allah) Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned) Allah is 
the guard and watcher over every living soul and knows what everyone does, whether good or 
evil, and nothing ever escapes His perfect observation. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed, but we are 
witnessthereof, when you are doing it.) 10:61 and Allah said, 



(Not a leaf falls, but He knows it.) 6:59 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposits. All is in a Clear Book.) 11:6 , 



(It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, whether 
he be hid by night or goes forth freely by day.) 13:10 



(He knowsthe secret and that which isyet more hidden.) 20:7 and, 



(And He is with you wherever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.) 57:4 Is 
He Who is like this similar to the idols, that the polyt heists worship, which can neither hear nor 
see nor do they have a mind nor able to bring good to themselves or to their worshippers nor 
prevent harm from themselves or their worshippers The answer to the question in the Ayah was 
omitted, because it is implied, for Allah said next, 



(Yet, they ascribe partners to Allah.) which they worshipped besides Him, such as idols, rivals 
and false deities, 



(Say: "Name them!") make them known to us and uncover them so that they are known, for 
surely, they do not exist at all! So Allah said, 



(Is it that you will inform Him of something He knows not in the earth) for had that thing 
existed in or on the earth, Allah would have known about it because nothing ever escapes His 
knowledge, 



(or is it (just) a show of words) or doubts expressed in words, according to Mujahid, while Ad- 
Dahhak and Qatadah said, false words. Allah says, you (polytheists) worshipped the idols 
because you thought that they had power to bring benefit or harm, and this is why you called 
them gods, 



(They are but names which you have named - you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent 
down no authority. They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas 
there has surely come to them the guidance from their Lord!) 53:23 Allah said next, 



(Nay! To those who disbelieved, their plotting is made fair seeming,) or their words, according 
to Mujahid. This Ayah refers to the misguidance of the polytheists and their propagation night 
and day. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And We have assigned for them (devils) intimate companions, who have made fair-seeming to 
them.) Allah said next, 



(and they have been hindered from the right path;) Some read with Fatha over the Sad (i.e. wa 
Saddu), which would mean, 'and they hindered from the right path, feeling fond of the 
misguidance they are in, thinking that it is correct, they called to it and thus hindered the 
people from following the path of the Messengers.' Others read it with Damma over the Sad 
(i.e. wa Suddu), which would mean, 'and they have been hindered from the right path,' 
explained it this way: because they thought that their way looked fair or correct, they were 
hindered by it from the right path, so Allah said, 



(and whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) Allah said in similar instances, 



(And whomsoever Allah wants to suffer a trial, you can do nothing for him against Allah.) 
5:41 , and, 



(If you covet for their guidance, then verily, Allah guides not those whom He makes to go 
astray. And they will have no helpers.) 16:37 



(34. For them is a torment in the life of this world, and certainly, harder is the torment of the 
Hereafter. And they have no defender (or protector) against Allah.) (35. The description of the 
Paradise which those who have Taqwa have been promised: Underneath it rivers flow, its 
provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end (final destination) of those who have 
Taqwa, and the end (final destination) of the disbelievers is Fire.) 



Punishment of the Disbelievers and Reward of the Pious Believers 

Here, Allah mentions the punishment of the disbelievers and the reward of the righteous 
believers, after describing the Kufr and Shirk that the disbelievers indulge in, 



(For them is a torment in the life of this world,) by the hands of the believers, killing and 
capturing them, 



(and certainly, the torment of the Hereafter.) which will come after they suffer humiliation in 
this life, 



(is harder) many times harder. The Messenger of Allah said to those who agreed to Mula' anah, 

« » 

(Surely, the torment of this life, is easier than the torment of the Hereafter.) Indeed, and just 
as the Messenger of Allah stated, the torment of this life ends but the torment of the Hereafter 
is everlasting in a Fire that is seventy times hot than our fire, where there are chains whose 
thickness and hardness are unimaginable. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(So on that Day none will punish as He will punish. And none will bind as He will bind.) 89:25- 
26 , and, 



(And for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire. When it (Hell) sees them 
from a far place, they will hear its raging and its roaring. And when they shall be thrown into a 
narrow place thereof, chained together, they will exclaim therein for destruction. Exclaim not 
today for one destruction, but exclaim for many destructions. Say: "Is that (torment) better, or 
the Paradise of Bernity promised for those who have Taqwa" It will be theirs as a reward and 
as a final destination.) 25:11-15 Similarly He said; 



(The description of the Paradise which those who have Taqwa have been promised) meaning its 
description and qualities; 



(Underneath it rivers flow,) these rivers flow in the various parts and grades of Paradise and 
wherever its people wish they flow and gush forth for them. Allah also said, 



(The description of Paradise which those who have Taqwa have been promised (is that) in it are 
rivers of water the taste and smell of which are not changed, rivers of wine delicious to those 
who drink, and rivers of clarified honey, therein for them is every kind of fruit, and 
forgiveness.) 47:15 Allah said next, 



(its provision is eternal and so is its shade) for Paradise has foods, fruits and drinks that never 
end or finish. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Ibn ' Abbas narrated in the Hadith about the 
Eclipse prayer that the Companions said, "O Allah's Messenger! While you were standing in 
prayer , we saw you reach for something with your hand and then you brought it back." The 
Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(I saw Paradise - or was shown Paradise - and reached for a cluster (of grapes or other fruit), 
and had I kept it, you would have eaten from it as long as this life remains.) ilmam Muslim 
recorded that Jabir bin ' Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(The people of Paradise eat and drink, and they do not need to blow their noses, or answer the 
call of nature, or urinate, for they pass the food excrements in belches, which smell like musk. 
They will be inspired to praise and glorify (Allah) as spontaneously as they breathe.) Imams 
Ahmad and An-Nasa'i recorded that Thumamah bin ' Uqbah said that he heard Zayd bin Arqam 
say, "A man from the People of the Scriptures came and said to the Prophet , ' Abul-Qasim! 
You claim that the people of Paradise eat and drink' The Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Yes. By He in Whose Hand is Muhammad's life, a man among them will be given the strength of 
a hundred men in eating, drinking, sexual intercourse and appetite.) That man asked, " He who 
eats and drinks needs to relieve the call of nature, but Paradise is pure from feces and urine ' 
The Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(One of them (residents of Paradise) relieves the call of nature through a sweat that emanates 
from the skin, with the scent of musk, and the stomach becomes empty again.) Imam Ahmad 
and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadit h. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And fruit in plenty, whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.) 56:32-33 , and, 



(And the shade thereof is close upon them, and the bunches of fruit thereof will hang low 
within their reach.) 76:14 The shade of Paradise is everlasting and never shrinks, just as Allah 
said, 



(But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, We shall admit them to Gardens under 
which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. Therein they shall have pure mates, and We shall 
admit them to shades wide and ever deepening.) 4:57 Allah often mentions the description of 
Paradise and the description of the Fire together, to make Paradise appealing and warn against 
the Fire. This is why, after Allah mentioned the description of Paradise here, He next said, 



(this is the end (final destination) of those who have Taqwa, and the end (final destination) of 
the disbelievers is Fire.) Allah said in another Ayah , 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful.) 59:20 



(36. Those to whom We have given the Book, rejoice at what has been revealed unto you, but 
there are among the Ahzab (Confederates) those who reject a part thereof. Say: "I am 
commanded only to worship Allah and not to join partners with Him. To Him I call and to Him is 
my return.") (37. And thus have We sent it (the Qur'an) down to be a judgement of authority in 
Arabic. Were you to follow their (vain) desires after the knowledge which has come to you, 
then you will not have any Wali (protector) or defender against Allah.) 



The Truthful Ones from among the People of the Scriptures rejoice 
at what Allah has revealed to Muhammad 

Allah said, 



(Those to whom We have given the Book,) and they adhere by it, 



(rejoice at what has been revealed unto you,) i.e. the Qur'an, because they have evidence in 
their Books affirming the truth of the Qur'an and conveying the good news of its imminent 
revelation, just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Those to whom We gave the Book recite it as it should be recited.) 2:121 Allah said, 



(Say: "Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe.") 17:107 , until, 



(Truly, the promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.) 17:109 meaning, Allah's promise to us in our 
Books to send Muhammad is true. It is certain and will surely come to pass and be fulfilled, so 
all praise to our Lord, how truthful is His promise, all the thanks are due to Him, 



(And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases their humility.) 17:109 Allah said 
next, 



(but there are among the Ahzab (Confederates) those who reject a part thereof.) meaning, 
'There are those among the sects who disbelieve in some of what was revealed to you (0 
Muhammad).' Mujahid said that, 



(but there are among the Ahzab (Confederates)), refers to Jews and Christians, 



(those who reject a part thereof), meaning, ' They reject a part of the truth that came down to 
you - Muhammad.' Smilar was reported from Qatadah and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam. Allah said in similar Ayat, 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, those who believe in Allah. 
3:199 Allah said next, 



(Say: "I am commanded only to worship Allah and not to join partners with Him...") meaning, ' I 
(Muhammad) was sent with the religion of worshipping Allah alone without partners, just as the 
Messengers before me, 



(To Him (alone) I call), I call the people to His path, 



(and to Him is my return.) final destination and destiny.' Allah said, 



(And thus have We sent it (the Qur'an) down to be a judgement of authority in Arabic.) Allah 
says, ' Just as We sent Messengers before you and revealed to them Divine Books from heaven, 
We sent down to you the Qur'an, a judgement of authority in Arabic, as an honor for you, and 
We preferred you among all people with thisclear, plain and unequivocal Book that, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it: (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise.)' 41:42 Allah's statement, 



(Were you to follow their (vain) desires), means, their opinions, 



(after the knowledge which has come to you) from Allah, all praise to Him, 



(then you will not have any Wali (protector) or defender against Allah.) This part of the Ayah 
warns people of know- ledge against following the paths of misguid- ance after they had gained 
knowledge in (and abided by) the Prophetic Sunnah and the path of Muhammad, may Allah's 
best peace and blessings be on him. 



(38. And indeed We sent Messengers before you, and made for them wives and offspring. And it 
was not for a Messenger to bring a sign except by Allah's leave. (For) every matter there is a 
decree (from Allah).) (39. Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with 
Him isthe Mother of the Book.) 



All Prophets and Messengers were Humans 

Allah says, 'Just as We have sent you Muhammad, a Prophet and a human, We sent the 
Messengers before you from among mankind, that eat food, walk in the markets, and We gave 
them wives and offspring.' Allah said to the most honorable and Final Messenger, 



(Say: "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me.") 18:110 It is recorded in the Two 
Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(As for me, I fast and break the fast, stand in prayer at night and sleep, eat meat and marry 
women; so whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not of mine.) 



No Prophet can bring a Miracle except by Allah's Leave 

Allah said, 



(And it was not for a Messenger to bring a sign except by Allah's leave.) meaning, no Prophet 
could have brought a miracle to his people except by Allah's permission and will, for this 
matter is only decided by Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, not the Prophets; surely Allah 
does what He wills and decides what He wills. 



((For) every matter there is a decree (from Allah).) for every term appointed, there is a record 
(or decree) that keeps it, and everything has a specific due measure with Allah, 



(Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and on the earth Verily, it is (all) in 
the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) 22:70 

Meaning of Allah blotting out what He wills and confirming what He 

wills of the Book 

Allah said, 



(Allah blots out what He wills) of the divinely revealed Books, 



(and confirms), until the Qur'an, revealed from Allah to His Messenger peace be upon him, 
abrogated them all. Mujahid commented; 



(Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills).) "Except life and death, misery and 
happiness i.e., faith and disbelief , for they do not change." Mansur said that he asked 
Mujahid, "Some of us say in their supplication, '0 Allah! If my name is with those who are 
happy (believers), affirm my name among them, and if my name is among the miserable ones 
(disbelievers), remove it from among them and place it among the happy ones." Mujahid said. 
"This supplication is good." I met him a year or more later and repeated the same question to 
him and he recited these Ayat, 



(We sent it (this Qur'an) down on a blessed night.) Mujahid commented next, "During Laylatul- 
Qadr (Night of the Decrees), Allah decides what provisions and disasters will occur in the next 
year of. He then brings forward or back (or blots out) whatever He wills. As for the Book 
containing the records of the happy (believers) and the miserable (disbelievers), it does not 
change." Al-A' mash narrated that Abu Wa'il, Shaqiq bin Salamah said that he used to recite this 
supplication often, "0 Allah, if You wrote us among the wretched ones, remove this status from 



us and write us among the blessed ones. If You wrote us among the blessed ones, please let us 
stay that way, for surely, You blot out and confirm what You will, and with You isthe Mother of 
the Book." Ibn Jarir At-Tabari collected this. Similar statements were collected from ' Umar bin 
Al-Khattab and 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, indicating that Allah blots out (or abrogates) and affirms 
what He wills in the Book of Records. What further supports this meaning is that imam Ahmad 
recorded that Thawban said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(A man might be deprived of a provision (that was written for him) because of a sin that he 
commits; only supplication changes Al-Qadar (Predestination); and only Birr (righteousness) can 
increase the life span.") An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. There is also a Hadith 
recorded in the Sahih that affirms that maintaining the ties of the womb increases the life 
span. Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn x Abbas said about Allah's statement, 



(Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the 
Book.) "A man might work in Allah's obedience for a while but he reverts to the disobedience of 
Him and then dies while misguided. This is what Allah blots out, while what He confirms is a 
man who works in His disobedience, but since goodness was destined for him, he dies after 
reverting to the obedience of Allah. This is what Allah confirms." It was also reported that 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said that this Ayah is in the meaning of another Ayah, 



(Then He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all 
things.) 2:284 



a(40. Whether We show you part of what We have promised them or cause you to die, your 
duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the reckoning.) (41. See they not that We 
gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders. And Allah judges, there is none to put back 
His judgement, and He is swift at reckoning.) 



Punishment is by Allah, and the Messenger's Job is only to convey 

the Message 



Allah said to His Messenger , 



' (Whether We show you) Muhammad, part of the disgrace and humiliation We have promised 
your enemies in this life, 



(or cause you to die) before that, 



(your duty is only to convey We have only sent you to convey to them Allah's Message, and by 
doing so, you will have fulfilled the mission that was ordained on you, 



(and on Us is the reckoning), their reckoning and recompense is on Us.' Allah said in similar 
Ayat, 



(So remind them - you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them - Save the 
one who turns away and disbelieves. Then Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment. 
Verily, to Us will be their return, Then verily, for Us will be their reckoning.) 88:21-26 Allah 
said next, 



(See they not that We gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders.) Ibn 'Abbas 
commented, "See they not that We are granting land after land to Muhammad ()" Al-Hasan and 
Ad-Dahhak commented that this Ayah refers to Muslims gaining the upper hand over idolators, 
just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you.) 46:27 



(42. And verily, those before them did devise plots, but all planning is Allah's. He knows what 
every person earns, and the disbelievers will know who getsthe good end (final destination).) 



The Disbelievers plot, but the Believers gain the Good End 

Allah says, 



(And verily, those before them did devise plots,) against their Messengers, they wanted to 
expel them from their land, but Allah devised plots against the disbelievers and gave the good 
end to those who fear Him. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or 
to get you out; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the Best of those 
who plot.) 8:30 , and, 



(So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then see how was 
the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation, all together.) 27:50,51 Allah 
said next, 



(He knows what every person earns,) meaning, He alone knows all secrets and concealed 
thoughts and will reckon each person according to his work, ( 



and the Kafir (disbeliever) will know 



or the Kuffar (disbelievers) according to another way of reciting, 



(who gets the good end.) who will earn the ultimate and final victory, they or the followers of 
the Messengers. Indeed, the followers of the Messengers will earn the good end in this life and 
the Hereafter, all thanks and praise is due to Allah. 



(43. And those who disbelieved, say: "You are not a Messenger." Say: "Sufficient as a witness 
between me and you is Allah and those too who have knowledge of the Scripture.") 



Allah and those who have Knowledge of the Scripture are Sufficient 
as Witness to the Message of the Prophet 

Allah says, the disbelievers reject you and say, 



(You are not a Messenger.) from Allah, 



(Say: "Sufficient as a witness between me and you is Allah...") meaning, say, 'Allah is sufficient 
for me and He is the witness over me and you. He is witness that I (Muhammad) have conveyed 
the Message from Him and over you, O rejecters, to the falsehood that you invent.' Allah said, 



(and those too who have knowledge of the Scripture.) This refers to 'Abdullah bin Salam, 
according to Mujahid. However, this opinion is not plausible, since this Ayah was revealed in 
Makkah and 'Abdullah bin Salam embraced Islam soon after the Prophet emigrated to Al- 
Madinah. A more suitable explanation is that narrated by AI-'Awfi from Ibn 'Abbas that this 
Ayah refers to Jews and Christians. Qatadah said that among them are, 'Abdullah bin Salam, 
Salman (Al-Farisi) and Tamim Ad-Dari. The correct view isthat this Ayah, 



(and those too who have. ..), refersto the scholars of the People of the Scriptures who find the 
description of Muhammad in their Books and the good news of his advent that were conveyed 
to them by their Prophets. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And My mercy embraces all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who have Taqwa, and 
give Zakah; and those who believe in Our Ayat; Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet 
who can neither read nor write whom they find written with them in the Tawrah and the Injil.) 
7:156-157 and, 



(It is not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it (as 
true)) 26:197 There are similar Ayat that affirm that the scholars of the Children of Israel 
know this fact from their divinely revealed Books. This is the end of Surat Ar-Ra* d, and all 
praise is due to Allah and all favors are from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surah Ibrahim 

(Chapter -14) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif-Lam-Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you might lead 
mankind out of darkness into light by their Lord's leave to the path of the Almighty, the 
Praised.) (2. Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth! And 
woe unto the disbelievers from a severe torment.) (3. Those who prefer the life of this world to 
the Hereafter, and hinder (men) from the path of Allah and seek crookedness therein - they are 
far astray.) 



Describing the Qur'an and warning Those Who defy it 



Previously we discussed the meaning of the separate letters that appear in the beginnings of 
some Surahs. 



((This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you...) Allah says, x This is a Book that We have 
revealed to you, Muhammad. This * Book', is the Glorious Qur'an, the most honored Book, that 
Allah sent down from heaven to the most honored Messenger of Allah sent to all the people of 
the earth, Arabs and non-Arabs alike, 



(in order that you might lead mankind out of darkness into light) We sent you, Muhammad, 
with this Book in order that you might lead mankind away from misguidance and crookedness to 
guidance and the right way,' 



(Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from 
darkness into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Awliya (supporters and helpers) are 
Taghut (false deities), they bring them out from light into darkness.) 2:257 , and, 



(It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servant that He may bring you out from darkness 
into light.) 57:9 Allah said next, 



(by their Lord's leave), He guides those whom He destined to be guided by the hand of His 
Messenger , whom He sent to guide t hem by His command, 



(to the path of the All-Mighty,) Who can never be resisted or overpowered. Rather, Allah is 
Irresistible above everything and everyone else, 



(the Praised.) Who is glorified and praised in all His actions, statements, legislation, 
commandments and prohibitions and Who only says the truth in the information He conveys. 
Allah's statement, 



(Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth!), is similar to, 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah - to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth.) 7:158 Allah's statement, 



(And woe unto the disbelievers from a severe torment. ) means, 'woe to them on the Day of 
Judgment because they defied you, Muhammad, and rejected you.' Allah described the 
disbelievers as preferring the life of the present world to the Hereafter, coveting the former 
life and working hard for its sake. They have forgotten the Hereafter and abandoned it behind 
their backs, 



(and hinder (men) from the path of Allah), from following the Messengers, 



(and seek crookedness therein) they seek to make Allah's path crooked, even though it is 
straight itself and does not deviate on account of those who defy or betray it. When the 
disbelievers do this, they become engulfed in ignorance and misguidance far away from truth, 
and therefore, there is no hope that they will gain guidance and correctness while on this 
state. 



(4. And We sent not a Messenger except with the language of his people, in order that he might 
make (the Message) clear for them. Then Allah misleads whom He wills and guides whom He 
wills. And He isthe All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) 



Every Prophet was sent with the Language of His People; Guidance 
or Misguidance follows the Explanation 

Allah is Kind and Compassionate with His creation, sending Messengers to them from among 
them and speaking their language, so that they are able to understand the Message that the 
Messengers were sent with. Allah said next, 



(Then Allah misleads whom He wills and guides whom He wills.) after the proof and evidence 
have been established for the people, Allah misguides whom He wills from the path of guidance 
and guides whom He wills to the truth, 



(And He is the All-Mighty,) whatever He wills occurs and whatever He does not will never 
occurs, 



(the All-Wise.) in His decisions, misleading those who deserve to be misled and guiding those 
who deserve guidance. This is from Allah's wisdom with His creation, every Prophet He sent to 
a people spoke their language and everyone of these Prophets were only sent to their people. 
Muhammad bin 'Abdullah, Allah's Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, was sent to all 
people. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Jabir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(I have been given five things which were not given to anyone else before me. Allah made me 
victorious by awe, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one month's journey. The 
earth has been made for me (and for my followers) a place for worship and a purifier. The war 
booty has been made lawful for me and it was not lawful for anyone else before me. I have 
been given the right of Intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). Every Prophet used to be sent 
to his nation only, but I have been sent to all mankind.) Allah said, 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah...) 7:158 



(5. And indeed We sent Musa with Our Ayat (saying): "Bring out your people from darkness into 
light, and remind them of the annals (or days) of Allah. Truly, therein are Ayat for every 
patient, thankful (person).") 



Story of Musa and His People 

Allah says here, x Just as We sent you (0, Muhammad) and sent down to you the Book, in order 
that you might guide and call all people out of darkness into the light, We also sent Musa to the 
Children of Israel with Our Ayat (signs, or miracles).' Mujahid said that this part of the Ayah 
refersto the nine miracles. 



(Bring out your people) he is being commanded; 



(Bring out your people from darkness into light,) call them to all that is good and righteous, in 
order that they might turn away from the darkness of ignorance and misguidance they indulged 
in, to the light of guidance and the enlightenment of faith, 



(and remind them of the annals (or days) of Allah) remind them (0 Musa) of Allah's days, 
meaning, favors and bounties which He bestowed on them when He delivered them from the 
grip of Fir' awn and his injustice, tyranny and brutality. This is when Allah delivered them from 
their enemy, made a passage for them through the sea, shaded them with clouds, sent down 
manna and quails for them, and other favors and bounties. Mujahid, Qatadah and several 
others said this. Allah said next, 



(Truly, therein are Ayat for every patient, thankful (person).) Allah says, " Our delivering of Our 
loyal supporters among the Children of Israel from the grasp of Fir' awn and saving them from 
the disgraceful torment, provides a lesson to draw from for those who are patient in the face 
of affliction, and thankful in times of prosperity. Qatadah said, "Excellent is the servant who if 
he is tested, he observes patience, and if he is granted prosperity, he is thankful for it." It is 
recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, all of the matter of the believer is amazing, for every decision that Allah decrees for 
him is good for him. If an affliction strikes him, he is patient and this is good for him; if a 
bounty is give to him, he is thankful and this is good for him.) 



(6. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "Call to mind Allah's favor to you, when He 
delivered you from Fir' awn's people who were afflicting you with horrible torment, and were 
slaughtering your sons and letting your women live; and in it was a tremendous trial from your 
Lord.") (7. And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks, I will give you 
more; but if you are thankless, verily, My punishment is indeed severe.") (8. And Musa said: "If 
you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (free of all needs), 
Worthy of all praise.") 



Allah states that Musa reminded his people about Allah's annals and 

days and of Allah's favors and bounties that He bestowed on them, 

when He saved them from Fir awn and his people and the torment 

and disgrace they used to exert on them. 

They used to slaughter whomever they could find among their sons and let their females live. 
Allah delivered them from all this torment, and this is a great bounty, indeed. This is why Allah 
described this affliction, 



(and in it was a tremendous trial from your Lord.) " for He granted you (0 Children of Israel) a 
great favor for which you are unable to perfectly thank Him.' Some scholars said that this part 
of the Ayah means, ' what Fir' awn used to do to you was a tremendous 



(trial.)' Both meanings might be considered here and Allah knows best. Allah said in another 
Ayah , 



(And We tried them with good and evil in order that they might turn (to Allah). ) 7:168 Allah's 
statement next, 



(And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed) means, proclaimed and made known His promise 
to you. It is possible that this Ayah means, your Lord has vowed and sworn by His might, grace 
and exaltness. Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(And (remember) when your Lord declared that He would certainly keep on sending against 
them (i.e. the Jews), till the Day of Resurrection.) 7:167 Allah said, 



(If you give thanks, I will give you more;) meaning, * if you appreciate My favor on you, I will 
give you more of it, 



(but if you are thankless) if you are not thankful for My favors, covering and denying, them, 



(verily, My punishment is indeed severe), by depriving you of the favor and punishing you for 
being unappreciative of it.' A Hadith statesthat, 

« » 

(A servant might be deprived of a provision (that was written for him) because of a sin that he 
commits. ) Allah said, 



(And Musa said: "If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (free 
of all needs), Worthy of all praise.") Allah does not need the gratitude of His servants, and He 
is worthy of all praise even if the disbelievers disbelieve in Him, 



(If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you) 39:7 and, 



(So they disbelieved and turned away. But Allah was not in need (of them). And Allah is Rich 
(free of all needs), Worthy of all praise.) 64:6 In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr 
said that the Messenger of Allah said that his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored said, 

» 



« 

(0 My servants, if the first and the last among you, mankind and Jinns among you, had the 
heart of the most pious and righteous man among you, that will not increase my kingdom in the 
least. My servants! If the first and the last among you, mankind and the Jinns among you, had 
the heart of the most wicked man among you, that will not decrease My kingdom in the least. 
My servants! If the first and the last among you, the mankind and Jinns among you, stood in 
one flat area and each asked me (what they wish), and I gave each one of them what they 
asked, that will not decrease My kingdom except by that which the needle carries (of water) 
when inserted in the ocean.") Verily, all praise and glory are due to Allah, the Rich free of 
need , the Worthy of all praise. 



(9. Has not the news reached you, of those before you, the people of Nuh, 'Ad, and Thamud 
And those after them None knows them but Allah. To them came their Messengers with clear 
proofs, but they put their hands in their mouths and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with 
which you have been sent, and we are really in grave doubt asto that to which you invite us.") 



Earlier Nations disbelieved in Their Prophets 

Allah narrated to this Ummah (followers of Muhammad ) the stories of the people of Prophet 
Nuh, " Ad and Thamud, and other ancient nations that belied their Messengers. Only Allah 
knows the count of these nations, 



(To them came their Messengers with clear proofs,) they brought them evidences and plain, 
tremendous proofs and signs. Ibn Ishaq reported that 'Amr bin Maymun said that 'Abdullah said 
about Allah's statement, 



(None knows them but Allah.) "The genealogists utter lies." This is why ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr 
said, "We did not find anyone who knows the forefathers of Ma' dd bin * Adnan." 



Meaning of, 'They put Their Hands in Their Mouths 

Allah said next, 



(but they put their hands in their mouths) It is said that they pointed to the Messengers' mouths 
asking them to stop calling them to Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. It is also said that it 
means, they placed their hands on their mouths in denial of the Messengers. It was also said 
that it means that they did not answer the call of the Messengers, or they were biting their 
hands in rage. Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b and Qatadah said that they belied the Messengers 
and refuted their call with their mouths. I (Ibn Kathir) say that Mujahid's Tafsir is supported by 
the completion of the narrative, 



(and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent, and we are really in 
grave doubt as to that to which you invite us.") Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "When 
they heard Allah's Word, they were amazed and placed their hands on their mouths," 



(and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent.") They said, We do not 
believe what you brought us, and have strong doubt in its authenticity. ' 



(10. Their Messengers said: "(What!) Can there be a doubt about Allah, the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth He calls you that He may forgive you of your sins and give you respite 
for a term appointed." They said: "You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to turn 
us away from what our fathers used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority.") (11. Their 



Messengers said to them: "We are no more than human beings like you, but Allah bestows His 
grace to whom He wills of His servants. It is not ours to bring you an authority (proof) except 
by the permission of Allah. And in Allah (alone) let the believers put their trust.") (12. "And why 
should we not put our trust in Allah while He indeed has guided us in our ways And we shall 
certainly bear with patience all the hurt you may cause us, and in Allah (alone) let those who 
trust, put their trust.") 



The Argument between the Prophets and the Disbelievers 

Allah narrates to us the arguments that ensued between the disbelievers and their Messengers. 
When their nations doubted the Message of worshipping Allah alone without partners, the 
Messengers said, 



((What!) Can there be a doubt about Allah...) about His Lordship and having the exclusive right 
to be worshipped alone, being the only Creator of all creatures Verily, none besides Allah is 
worthy of worship, alone without partners with Him. Most nations were, and still are, affirming 
the existence of the Creator, but they call upon intermediaries besides Him whom they think 
will benefit them or bring them closer to Allah. Their Messengers said to them, 



(He calls you that He may forgive you of your sins) in the Hereafter, 



(and give you respite for aterm appointed.), in this worldly life. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, that He may grant you good 
enjoyment, for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding grace to every owner of grace.) 
10:3 However, their nations went on arguing against their prophethood, after they had to 
submit to the first evidence (that Allah Alone created everything). 



Disbelievers reject Prophethood because the Messengers were 

Humans! 



Their nations said, 



(You are no more than human beings like us!) so why should we follow you just because you say 
so, even though we did not witness a miracle by your hands, 



(Then bring us a clear authority.), a miracle of our choice. 



(Their Messengers said to them: "We are no more than human beings like you...") affirming that 
truly, they were only human being like their nations, 



(but Allah bestows His grace to whom He wills of His servants.), with prophethood and 
messengership which is His choice, 



(It is not ours to bring you an authority) according to your choice, 



((except by the permission of Allah. ), after we beg Him and He provides us with a miracle, 



(And in Allah (alone) let the believers put their trust.) in all their affairs. Their Messengers said 
to them next, 



(And why should we not put our trust in Allah), after He had guided us to the best, most clear 
and plain way, 



(And we shall certainly bear with patience all the hurt you may cause us), such as foolish 
actions and abusive statements, 



(and in Allah (alone) let those who trust, put their trust.) 



(13. And those who disbelieved, said to their Messengers: "Surely, we shall drive you out of our 
land, or you shall return to our religion." So their Lord revealed to them: "Truly, We shall 
destroy the wrongdoers.") (14. "And indeed, We shall make you dwell in the land after them. 
This is for him who fears standing before Me and also fears My threat.") (15. And they sought 
victory and help; and every obstinate, arrogant dictator (who refuses to believe in the Oneness 
of Allah) was brought to a complete loss and destruction.) (16. In front of him is Hell, and he 
will be made to drink boiling, festering water.) (17. He will sip it unwillingly, and he will find 
great difficulty in swallowing it down his throat, and death will come to him from every side, 
yet he will not die, and in front of him, will be a great torment.) 



Disbelieving Nations threaten Their Messengers with Expulsion 

Allah narrates to us how the disbelieving nations threatened their Messengers, that being, 
expulsion from their land and banshiment. For instance, the people of Prophet Shu' ayb, peace 
be upon him, said to him and to those who believed in him, 



(We shall certainly drive you out from our town, Shu' ayb, and those who have believed with 
you.) 7:88 The people of Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said, 



(Drive out the family of Lut from your city.) 27:56 Allah said about the idolatorsof Quraysh, 



(And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land. But in 
that case they would not have stayed after you, except for a little while.) 17:76 and, 



(And when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to expel you 
out; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the Best of those who plot. ) 
8:30 Allah gave victory and aid to His Messenger after he emigrated from Makkah and 
gathered followers, supporters, and soldiers around him, who fought in the cause of Allah, the 
Exalted. Allah kept granting His Messenger more dominance until He opened for him Makkah, 
which sought to expel him. Allah gave him dominance over it, even when his enemies from 
Makkah and the rest of the people of the earth disliked it. Soon after, people began embracing 
the religion of Allah in large crowds and in a very short time Allah's Word and religion became 
high over all other religions, from the eastern and western parts of the world. Hence Allah's 
statement, 



(So their Lord revealed to them: "Truly, We shall destroy the wrongdoers. And indeed, We shall 
make you dwell in the land after them.") 14:13,14 Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily, 
would be made triumphant, and that Our hosts! They verily, would be the victors.) 37:171- 
173 , 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious. Verily, Allah is 
All-Powerful, All-Mighty.") 58:21 



(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr.) 21 :05 



(Musa said to his people: "Seek help in Allah and be patient. Verily, the earth is Allah's. He 
gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His servants: and the (blessed) end is for the those 
who have Taqwa.") 7:128 and, 



(And We made the people who were considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land 
and the western parts thereof which We have blessed. And the fair Word of your Lord was 
fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their endurance. And We destroyed completely 
all the great works and buildings which Fir' awn and his people erected.) 7:137 Allah said next, 



(This is for him who fears standing before Me and also fears My threat. ) this warning is for he 
who fears standing before Him on the Day of Resurrection and fears His warnings and torment. 
Allah said in other instances, 



(Then for him who transgressed all bounds, and preferred the life of this world, verily, his 
abode will be Hellfire. But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained 
himself from impure evil desires and lusts. Verily, Paradise will be his abode.) 79:37-41 and, 



(But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there will be two Gardens.) 55:46 Allah 
said next, 



(And they sought victory and help) refers to the Messengers who sought the help and victory of 
their Lord over their nations, according to 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah. 
" Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this Ayah refers to the nations, invoking Allah's 
victory against themselves! Some idolatorssaid, 



(0 Allah ! If this (Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us 
from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.) 8:32 It is possible that both meanings are 
desired here, for the idolators (of Quraysh) invoked Allah against themselves on the day of 
Badr, and the Messenger of Allah invoked Him for victory and support. Allah said to the 
idolatorsthen, 



((0 disbelievers) if you ask for a judgment, now has the judgment come unto you; and if you 
cease (to do wrong), it will be better for you.) 8:19 Allah knows best. Allah said next, 



(and every obstinate, arrogant dictator was brought to a complete loss and destruction.) those 
who were arrogant and rebelled against the truth. Allah said in other Ayat, 



((Allah will say to the angels): "Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever - 
hinderer of good, transgressor, doubter, who set up another deity with Allah. Then both of you 
cast him in the severe torment.") 50:24-26 The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, Jahannam (Hellfire) will be brought and it will call the creatures, 
saying, "I was given the responsibility of every rebellious tyrant.") Therefore, every tyrant has 
earned utter demise and loss when the Prophets invoked Allah, the Mighty, the Able for 
victory. Allah said next, 



(In front of him is Hell,) Allah saysthat Jahannam is in front of every obstinate tyrant, awaiting 
him, and he will reside in it forever on the Day of Return. He will be brought to it in the 
morning and the afternoon until the Day of the Call, 



(and he will be made to drink boiling, festering water.) in the Fire, his only drink will be from 
Hamim and Ghassaq, the former is very hot and the latter is very cold and rotten. Allah said in 
another instance, 



(This is so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and Ghassaq. And other (torments) of similar kind 
all together!) 38:57-58 Mujahid and " Ikrimah said that this festering water is made of puss and 
blood. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And be given to drink boiling water so that it cuts up their bowels. ) 47:15 and, 



(And if they ask for help, they will be granted water like boiling oil, that will scald their faces. 
18:29 Allah's statement, 



(He will sip it unwillingly), indicates that he will hate to drink this water, but he will be forced 
to sip it; he will refuse until the angel strikes him with an iron bar, 



(And for them are hooked rods of iron.) 22:21 Allah said next, 



(and he will find great difficulty in swallowing it down his throat,) meaning, he will hate to 
swallow it because of its awful taste, color and unbearable heat or coldness, 



(and death will come to him from every side,) his organs, limbs and entire body will suffer pain 
because of this drink. ' Amr bin Maymun bin Mahran commented, "Every bone, nerve and blood 
vessel." Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ' Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(and death will come to him from every side,) "All types of torment that Allah will punish him 
with on the Day of Resurrection in the fire of Jahannam will come to him carrying death, if he 
were to die. However, he will not die because Allah the Exalted said, 



(Neither will it affect them that they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them) 35:36 ." 
Therefore, according to Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him and his father, every type 
of punishment will come to him (the obstinate, rebellious tyrant) carrying death with it, if he 
will ever die there. Yet, he will not die, he will instead receive eternal punishment and 
torment. Hence Allah's statement here, 



(and death will come to him from every side, yet he will not die,) Allah said, 



(and in front of him, will be a great torment.) even in thiscondition, he will still suffer another 
severe type of torment, more severe and painful from the one before it, harsher more bitter. 
Allah described the tree of Zaqqum, 



(Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hellfire, the shoots of its fruits stalks are 
like the heads of Shayatin; Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies therewith. Then on 
top of that they will be given boiling water to drink so that it becomes a mixture. Then 
thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of Hell.) 37:64-68 Allah states that they 
will either be eating from the Zaqqum, drinking the Hamim, or being tormented in the Fire, 
again and again; we seek refuge with Allah from all of this. Allah also said, 



(This is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce 
boiling water!) 55:43-44 , 



(Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners. Like boiling oil, it will boil in the 
bellies, like the boiling of scalding water. (It will be said) "Seize him and drag him into the 
midst of blazing Fire, then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. Taste you (this)! 
Verily, you were the mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to 
doubt!") 44:43-50 , 



(And those on the Left Hand - how (unfortunate) will be those on the Left Hand In fierce hot 
wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool nor pleasant.) 56:41-44, and, 
r 



(This is so! And for the Taghun will be an evil final return. Hell! Where they will burn, and 
worst is that place to rest! This is so! Then let them taste it Hamim and Ghassaq. And other 
(torments) of similar kind all together!) 38:55-58 There are many other similar Ayat that 
indicate that the punishment they will receive is of different kinds, and that it is repeated in 
various types and forms that only Allah the Exalted knows, as just recompense, 



(And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) slaves.) 41:46 



(18. The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on 
which the wind blows furiously on a stormy day; they shall not be able to get aught of what 
they have earned. That isthe straying, far away (from the right path).) 



A Parable for the Deeds of the Disbelievers 

This is a parable that Allah has given for the deeds and actions of the disbelievers who 
worshipped others besides Him and rejected His Messengers, thus building their acts on 
groundless basis. Their actions vanished from them when they were most in need of their 
rewards. Allah said, 



(The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works) on the Day of 
Judgment, when they will seek their rewards from Allah the Exalted. They used to think that 
they had something, but they will find nothing, except what remains of ashes when a strong 
wind blows on it, 



(on a stormy day;) They will not earn rewards for any of the good worksthey performed during 
this life, except what they can preserve of ashes during a day of strong wind. Allah said in 
ot her Ayat , 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered 
floating particles of dust.) 25:23 , 



(The parable of what they spend in this world is that of a wind which is extremely cold; it 
struck the harvest of a people who did wrong against themselves and destroyed it. Allah 
wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 3:117 ,and, 



(0 you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah (charity) by reminders of your 
generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be seen of men, and he does not 
believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day. His parable is that of a smooth rock on which is a little 
dust; on it falls heavy rain which leaves it bare. They are not able to do anything with what 
they have earned. And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.) 2:264 Allah said in this 
Ayah, 



(That is the straying, far away from the right path) meaning, their work and deeds were not 
based on firm, correct grounds, and thus, they lost their rewards when they needed them the 
most, 



(That isthe straying, far away from the right path.) 



(19. Do you not see that Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth If He wills, He 
can remove you and bring (in your place) a new creation!) (20. And for Allah that is not hard or 
difficult.) 



Proof that Resurrection occurs after Death 

Allah affirms His ability to resurrect the bodies on the Day of Resurrection, stating that He has 
created the heavens and earth which are stronger than the creation of man. Is not He Who is 
able to create the heavens, high, wide and strongly built, which include in them the planets 
and stars and the various heavenly objects and clear signs. Is not He Who created this earth 
with all what it contains of land, valleys, mountains, deserts, green fields, barren lands, seas 
and various shapes, benefits, species and colors of trees, plants and animals 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely, is able to do all things.) 46:33 , 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah (drop of sperm). Yet behold he 
(stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation He says: "Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become 
dust" Say: "He will give life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All- 
Knower of every creation!" He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold 
you kindle therewith. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like 
of them Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He 
intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" - and it is! So glorified is He and exalted above 
all that they associate with Him, and in Whose Hands is the dominion of all things: and to Him 
you shall be returned.) 36:77-83 Allah's statement, 



(If He wills, He can remove you and bring (in your place) a new creation! And for Allah that is 
not hard or difficult.) means, it is not hard or impossible for Allah to do that. Rather, it is easy 
for Him, that if you defy His order, He takes you away and brings in your place another 
creation who is unlike you. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(0 mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise. If He 
willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new creation. And that is not hard for 
Allah.) 35:15-17 , 



(And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and they will not be your 
likes.) 47:38 



(0 you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion, Allah will bring a 
people whom He will love and they will love Him.) 5:54 and, 



(If He wills, He can take you away, people, and bring others. And Allah is Ever All-Potent 
over that.) 4:133 



(21. And they all shall appear before Allah; then the weak will say to those who were arrogant: 
"Verily, we were following you; can you avail us anything against Allah's torment" They will say: 
"Had Allah guided us, we would have guided you. It makes no difference to us (now) whether 
we rage, or bear (these torments) with patience; there is no place of refuge for us.") 



Disbelieving Chiefs and Their Followers will dispute in the Fire 

Allah said, 



(And they shall appear) meaning, all the creatures, the wicked and the righteous among them, 
will appear before Allah the One, the Irresistible. They will be gathered on a flat plain that 
does not have anything those present could use for cover, 



(then the weak will say) the followers who used to obey their chiefs, leaders and notables will 
say, 



(to those who were arrogant) who rebelled against worshipping Allah alone without partners 
and obeying the Messengers, 



(Verily, we were following you,), we obeyed your orders and implemented them, 



(can you avail us anything against Allah's torment) They will ask, 'can you prevent any of 
Allah's torment from striking us as you used to promise and vow to us' The leaders will say in 
response, 



" (Had Allah guided us, we would have guided you.) but the statement of our Lord shall come to 
pass concerning us, and the destiny that He has appointed for us and you shall come true; the 
word of punishment shall befall the disbelievers, 



(It makes no difference to us (now) whether we rage, or bear (these torments) with patience; 
there is no place of refuge for us.) we have no means of escape from what we are in, whether 
we face it with patience or grief.' I (Ibn Kathir) say that it appears that this conversation will 
occur in the Fire after they enter it, just as Allah said in other Ayat, 



(And, when they will dispute in the Fire, the weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Verily, 
we followed you, can you then take from us some portion of the Fire" Those who were arrogant 
will say: "We are all (together) in this (Fire)! Verily, Allah has judged between (His) 
servants!") 40:47-48 , 



((Allah) will say: "Enter you in the company of nations who passed away before you, of men and 
Jinn, into the Fire." Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went 
before) until they will be gathered all together in the Fire. The last of them will say to the first 
of them: "Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire." He will say: 
"For each one there is double (torment), but you know not." The first of them will say to the 
last of them: "You were not better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to 
earn.") 7:38-39 , and, 



(Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the (right) 
way. Our Lord! Give them a double torment and curse them with a mighty curse!) 33:67-68 
Disbelievers will also dispute on the Day of Gathering, 



(But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to stand before their Lord, how they 
will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we certainly have been believers!" And those who 
were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from guidance 
after it had come to you Nay, but you were wrongdoers." Those who were deemed weak will 
say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day: when you 
ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And We shall put iron collars round 



the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they used to 
do) 34:31-33 



(22. And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a 
promise of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over you 
except that I called you, and you responded to me. 3d blame me not, but blame yourselves. I 
cannot help you, nor can you help me. I deny your former act in associating me (Shaytan) as a 
partner with Allah (by obeying me in the life of the world). Verily, there is a painful torment 
for the wrongdoers.") K(23. And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made to 
enter Gardens under which rivers flow, - to dwell therein for ever (i.e. in Paradise), with the 
permission of their Lord. Their greeting therein will be: "Salam (peace!).") 



Shaytan disowns His Followers on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah narrates to us what Iblis will say to his followers after Allah finishes with the judgement 
between His servants, sending the believers to the gardens of Paradise and the disbelievers to 
the lows (of the Fire). Iblis, may Allah curse him, will stand and address the latter, in order to 
add depression to their depression, sorrow to their sorrow and grief to their grief. He will 
declare, 



x (Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth.) by the words of His Messengers that if you 
follow them, you will gain safety and deliverance. Truly, Allah's promise was true and correct 
news, while I promised you then betrayed you.' Allah said in another Ayah, 



(He (Shaytan) makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaytan's 
promises are nothing but deceptions.) 4:120 



(I had no authority over you) Shaytan will say, " I had no proof for what I called you to, nor 
evidence for what I promised you, 



(except that I called you, and you responded to me.) even though the Messengers establish the 
proof and unequivocal evidences against you and affirmed the truth of what they were sent to 
you with. But you disobeyed the Messengers and ended up earning this fate, 



(So blame me not,) today, 



(but blame yourselves.), because it is your fault for defying the proofs and following me in the 
falsehood that I called you to.' Shaytan will say next, 



(I cannot help you), I cannot benefit, save, or deliver you from what you are suffering, 



(nor can you help me.), nor can you save me and deliver me from the torment and punishment 
I am suffering, 



(I deny your former act of associating me (Shaytan) as a partner with Allah.) or because you 
associated me with Allah before,' according to Qatadah. Ibn Jarir commented; "I deny being a 
partner with Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." This opinion is the most plausible, for Allah 
said in other Ayat, 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on others besides Allah, such as will not answer him 
till the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls to them And when 
mankind are gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) 46:5- 
6 and, 



(Nay, but they (the so-called gods) will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to 
them.) 19:82 Allah said next, 



(Verily, the wrongdoers), who deviate from truth and follow falsehood, will earn a painful 
torment. It appears that this part of the Ayah narrates the speech that Shaytan will deliver to 
the people of the Fire after they enter it, as we stated. 'Amir Ash-Sha' bi said, "On the Day of 
Resurrection, two speakers will address the people. Allah the Exalted will say to ' Isa, son of 
Maryam, 



(Did you say unto men: "Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah") 5:116 until, 



(Allah will say: "This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth.") 5:119 
Shaytan, may Allah curse him, will stand and addressthe people, 



(I had no authority over you except that I called you, and you responded to me.) Allah next 
mentioned the final destination of the miserable ones, who earned the disgrace and torment 
and having to listen to Shaytan address them, then He mentioned the final destination of the 
happy ones, 



(And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made to enter Gardens under which 
rivers flow,) wherever they wish them to flow and wherever they may be, 



(to dwell therein for ever,) and will never transfer or be transferred from it, 



(with the permission of their Lord. Their greeting therein will be: "Salam (peace!). ") Allah said 
in other Ayat, 



(Till, when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and its keepers will say: "Salamun 
" Alaykum (peace be upon you!)") 39:73 



(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon 
you!).") 13:23-24 



(Therein they shall be met with greetings and the word of peace and respect.) 25:75 



(Their way of request therein will be Subhanaka Allahumma (glory to you, Allah) and Salam 
(peace!) will be their greetings therein (Paradise)! And the close of their request will be: Al- 
Hamdu Lillahi Rabbil-'Alamin all praise to Allah the Lord of that exists .) 10:10 



(24. See you not how Allah sets forth a parable A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is 
firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky.) (25. Giving its fruit at all times, by the leave 
of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember.) (26. 
And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of earth, 
having no stability.) 



The Parable of the Word of Islam and the Word of Kufr 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that " Abdullah bin ' Abbas commented that Allah's statement, 



(a parable: a goodly word), refers to testifying to La ilaha illallah, (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah) while, 



(as a goodly tree), refers to the believer, and that, 



(whose root is firmly fixed), indicates that La ilaha illallah, (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah) is firm in the believers' heart, 



(and its branches (reach) to the sky.) with which the believer's works are ascended to heaven. 
Similar is said by Ad-Dahhak, Sa'id bin Jubayr, " Ikrimah, Mujahid and several others. They 
stated that this parable describes the believer's deeds, good statements and good actions. The 
believer is just like the beneficial date tree, always having good actions ascending at all times, 
by day and by night. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "We were with the 
Messenger of Allah when he asked, 

» 



« 

(Tell me about a tree that resembles the Muslim, the leaves of which do not fall in summer or 
winter and gives its fruit at all times by the leave of its Lord.)" Ibn ' Umar said, "I thought of 
the date palm tree, but felt shy to answer when I saw that Abu Bakr and ' Umar did not talk. 
When they did not give an answer, the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(It is the date palm tree.) When we departed, I said to ' Umar, ' My father, by Allah! I thought 
that it was the date tree.' He said, 'Why did you not speak then' I said, ' I saw you were silent 
and I felt shy to say anything.' ' Umar said, ' Had you said it, it would have been more precious 
to me than such things (i.e., would have been very preciousto me).'" " Abdullah bin ' Abbas said 
that, 



(as a goodly tree), is a tree in Paradise. Allah said next, 



(Giving its fruit at all times,) It is said that it means by day and by night. And they say that 
describes the believer as a tree that always has fruits during summer and winter, by night and 
by day. This is the parable of the believer whose good works ascend to heaven by day and by 
night and at all times, 



(by the leave of its Lord, ) thus earning perfection and becoming beneficial, plentiful, pure and 
blessed, 



(and Allah setsforth parablesfor mankind in order that they may remember.) Allah said next, 



(And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree) describing the disbelief of the 
disbeliever, for it has no basis or stability. It is similar to the colocynth tree (a very bitter, 
unscented plant) which is also called, ' Ash-Shi ryan'. Shu' bah narrated that Mu' awiyah bin Abi 
Qurrah narrated that Anas bin Malik said that it isthe colocynth tree. Allah said, 



(uprooted), meaning, was cutoff from the root, 



(from the surface of earth, having no stability.) therefore, existing without basis or stabililty, 
just like Kufr (disbelief), for it does not have a basis or roots. Surely, the works of the 
disbelievers will never ascend nor will any of them be accepted. 



(27. Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world, and in 
the Hereafter. And Allah will cause the wrongdoers to go astray, and Allah does what He wills.) 

Allah keeps the Believers Firm in This Life and in the Hereafter 

with a Word that stands Firm 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara bin 'Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(When the Muslim is questioned in the grave, he will testify that, ' La ilaha illallah', and that 
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger, hence Allah's statement, (Allah will keep firm those who 
believe, with word that stands firm in this world, and in the Hereafter.) Muslim and the rest of 
the Group recorded it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara bin ' Azib said, "We went with the 
Messenger of Allah to attend a funeral procession of an Ansari man. We reached the grave site 
when it had not yet been completed. The Messenger of Allah sat, and we sat all around him, as 
if there were birds hovering above our heads. The Prophet was holding a piece of wood in his 
hand, poking the ground with it. He next raised his head and said twice or thrice, 

« » 

(Seek refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.) He said next, 

» 



(When a believing slave is reaching the end of his term in the life of this world and the 
beginning of his term in the Hereafter, a group of angels, whose faces are white and as radiant 
as the sun, will descend onto him from heaven. They will carry with them white shroud from 
Paradise, and fragrance for enshrouding from Paradise. They will sit as far from him as the 
sight goes. Then, the angel of death, will come until he sits right next to his head, saying, "0, 
good and pure soul! Depart (your body) to Allah's forgiveness and pleasure." 3d the soul flows 
(out of its body), just as the drop flows out from the tip of the jug, and the angel of death 
captures it. When he capturesthe soul, they (the group of angels) will not leave it with him for 
more than an instance, and they will seize it and wrap it in that shroud, and in that fragrance. 
A most pleasant musk scent ever found on the earth, will flow out of the soul, and the angels 
will ascend it (to heaven). They will not pass by, but they will say, "Whose is this Tayyib (good) 
soul" They (the angels who are ascending the soul) will reply, "Such person, the son of such and 
such person," -- calling him by the best names that he used to be called in the world. They will 
reach the lower heaven and will ask that its door be opened for him, and it will be opened for 
them. The best residents of every heaven will then see him to the next heaven, until he is 
brought to the seventh heaven. Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, will say, "List my servants 
record in ' llliyyin and send him back to earth, for I have created them from it, and into it I 
shall return them, and from it I shall bring them out once again." The soul will be joined with 
its body, and two angels will come to him, sit him up and ask him, "Who is your Lord" He will 
say, "Allah is my Lord." They will ask him, "What is your religion" He will say, "My religion is 
Islam." They will say to him, "What do you say about this man (Prophet Muhammad) who was 
sent to you" He will say, "He is the Messenger of Allah." They will ask him, "And what proof do 



you have about it" He will say, "I read the Book of Allah (the Qur'an), and had faith and belief in 
him." Then, a caller (Allah) will herald from heaven, "My servant has said the truth. Therefore, 
furnish him from Paradise, and let him wear from (the clothes of) Paradise, and open a door for 
him to Paradise." So he is given from Paradise's tranquillity and good scent, and his grave will 
be expanded for him as far as his sight can reach. Then, a man, with a handsome face and 
handsome clothes and whose scent is pleasant, will come to him, saying, "Receive the glad 
tidings with that which pleases you. This is the Day which you were promised." He will ask him, 
"Who are you; for yours is the face that carries the good news" He will reply, "I am your good 
works." He will say, "0 Lord! Hurry up with the commencement of the Hour, hurry up with the 
commencement of the Hour, so I can return to my family and my wealth.") 



« : 

(And when the disbelieving person is reaching the end of his term in the world and the 
beginning of his term in the Hereafter, there will descend onto him from heaven angels with 
dark faces. They will bring with them Musuh, and will sit as far from him as the sight reaches. 
Then the angel of death will come forward and sit right next to his head, saying, "0 impure, 
evil soul! Depart (your body) to the anger of Allah and a wrath from Him." The soul will scatter 
throughout his body, and the angel of death will seize it as when the thorny branch is removed 
from wet wool. The angel of death will seize the soul, and when he does, they (the group of 
angels) will not let it stay in his hand for more than an instance, and they will wrap it in the 
Musuh. The most putrid smell a dead corpse can ever have on earth will emit from the soul, 
and the angels will ascend with it. Whenever they pass by a group of angels, they will ask, 
"Whose is this evil soul" The angels will respond, "He is such person son of such person," -- 
calling him by the worst names he was known by in the world. When they reach the lowest 
heaven, they will request that its door be opened for him, and their request will be denied. 
"For them the gates of heaven will not be opened, and they will not enter Paradise until the 
camel goes through the eye of the needle." 7:40 Allah will declare, "List his record in Sjjin in 
the lowest earth." The wicked soul will then be thrown from heaven . "And whoever assigns 
partners to Allah, it is as if he had fallen from the sky, and the birds had snatched him, or the 
wind had thrown him to a far off place." 22:31 His soul will be returned to his body, and two 
angels will come to him, sit him up and ask him, "Who is your Lord" He will say, "Oh, oh! I do 
not know." They will ask him, "What is your religion", and he will say, "Oh, oh! I do not know." 
They will ask him, "What do you say about this man (Prophet Muhammad) who was sent to you" 
He will say, "Oh, oh, I do not know!" A caller (Allah) will herald from heaven, "My servant has 
lied, so furnish him with the Fire and open a door for him to the Fire." He will find its heat and 
fierce hot wind. And his grave will be reduced in size, until his bones crush each other. Then, a 
man with a dreadful face, wearing dreadful clothes and with a disgusting smell emitting from 
him will come to him, saying, "Receive the glad tidings with that which will displease you! This 
is the Day that you have been promised." He will ask that man, "And who are you, for yours is 
the face that brings about evil" He will say, "I am your evil work." He will therefore cry, "O, my 
Lord! Do not commence the Hour!") Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. In his 
Musnad, Imam ' Abd bin Humayd recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, when the servant is placed in his grave and his friends (or family) depart, as he hears 
the sound of their shoes, two angels will come to him. They will sit him up and ask him, " What 
do you say about this man (Muhammad)' As for the believer, he will say, " I bear witness that He 
is Allah's servant and Messenger.' He will be told, 'Look at your seat in the Fire, Allah has 
replaced it for you with a seat in Paradise.') The Prophet said next, 



« » 



(So he will see both seats. ) Qatadah added, "We were told that his grave will be enlarged up to 
seventy forearms length and will be filled with greenery for him until the Day of Judgement." 
Muslim collected this Hadith also from " Abd bin Humayd, while An-Nasa'i collected it from 
Yunus bin Muhammad bin Al-Mu'addah. Al-Hafiz Abu * Isa At-Tirmidhi, may Allah grant him 
mercy, recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(When the dead - or one of you - is buried, two dark and blue angels will come to him; one is 
called ' Munkir' and the other is called x Nakir'. They will ask him, " What did you say about this 
man (Muhammad)' He will reply, 'What he used to say, that he is Allah's servant and 
Messenger. I bear witness that there is no true deity except Allah and that Muhammad is His 
servant and Messenger.' They will say, ' We know that you used to say that,' and his grave will 
be made larger for him to seventy forearms length by seventy forearms length and will be filled 
with light for him. He will be told, " Seep,' but he will reply, ' Let me go back to my family in 
order that I tell them.' They will say, ' 9eep, just like the bridegroom who is awakened by the 
dearest of his family, until Allah resurrects him from that sleep.' If he was a hypocrite, his 
answer will be, ' I do not know! I heard people say something, so I used to repeat what they 
were saying.' They will say, 'We know that you used to say that.' The earth will be 
commanded, ' Come closer all around him,' and it will come closer to him until his ribs cross 
each other. He will remain in this torment, until Allah resurrects him from his sleep.) At- 
Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan, Gharib." Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that standsfirm in thisworld, and in the 
Hereafter.) 



« 

(When he will be asked in the grave, 'Who is your Lord What is your religion Who is your 
Prophet' He will reply, 'Allah is my Lord, Islam is my religion and Muhammad is my Prophet 
who brought the clear proofs from Allah. I believed in him and had faith in him.' He will be 
told, 'You have said the truth; you have lived on this, died on it and will be resurrected on it.') 
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(By He Who owns my life! The dead person hears the sound of your slippers (or shoes) when you 
depart and leave him. If he is a believer, the prayer will stand by his head, Zakah to his right 
and the fast by his left; the righteous deeds, such as charity, keeping relations with kith and 
kin and acts of kindness to people will stand by his feet. He will be approached from his head, 
and the prayer will declare, ' No entrance from my side.' He will be approached from his right, 
and Zakah will declare, 'There is no entrance from my side.' He will be approached from his 
left, and the fast will declare, ' There is no entrance from my side.' He will be approached from 
his feet, and the acts of righteousness will declare, 'There is no entrance from our side.' He 
will be commanded to sit up, and he will sit up while the sun appears to him just like when it is 
about to set. He will be told, 'Tell us about what we are going to ask you.' He will say, ' Leave 
me until I pray.' He will be told, ' You will pray, but first tell us what we want to know.' He will 
ask, 'What are your questions' He will be told, 'This man who was sent among you, what do 
you say about him and what is your testimony about him' He will ask, ' Muhammad' He will be 
answered in the positive and he will reply, ' I bear witnessthat he isthe Messenger of Allah and 
that he has brought us the proofs from our Lord. We believed in him.' He will be told, ' This is 
the way you lived and died and Allah willing, you will be resurrected on it.' His grave will be 
made wider for him seventy forearms length, and it will be filled with light. Adoor will also be 
opened for him to Paradise. He will be told, ' Look at what Allah has prepared for you in it.' He 
will increase in joy and delight and then his soul will be placed with the pure souls, inside 
green birds eating from the trees of Paradise. The body will be returned to its origin, dust. So 
Allah said, o 



(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that standsfirm in this world, and in the 
Hereafter.)) Ibn Hibban collected this Hadith, and his narration added the disbeliever's answer 
and his torment. x Abdur-Razzaq recor- ded that Tawussaid, 



(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world,) is in 
reference to La ilaha ilallah, while, 



(and in the Hereafter) is in reference to the questioning in the grave. Qatadah commented, "As 
for this life, Allah will make them firm on the way of righteous- ness and good deeds, 



(and in the Hereafter.) in the grave." Several others among the Salaf said the same. 



(28. Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief (by denying 
Prophet Muhammad and his Message of Islam), and caused their people to dwell in the house of 
destruction) (29. Hell, in which they will burn, - and what an evil place to settle in!) (30. And 
they set up rivals to Allah, to mislead (men) from His path! Say: "Enjoy (your brief life)! But 
certainly, your destination isthe (Hell) Fire!") 

The Recompense of Those Who have changed the Blessings of Allah 

into Disbelief 



Al-Bukhari said, "Allah's statement, 



Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of AllaOh into disbelief..., means, do 
you have knowledge in. AllaOh said in other AyaOt, 



(Saw you not how.) and, 



(Did you not think of those who went forth.) 



(A lost people) 25:18 AM bin ' Abdullah narrated that Sufyan said that ' Amr said that ' Ata said 
that he heard Ibn ' Abbas saying that, 



"(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief), is in 
reference to the people of Makkah." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu At-Tufayl said that Ibn Al- 
Kawwa' asked ' Ali about Allah's statement, 



(those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to dwell 
in the house of destruction) and 'AM said that it refers to the disbelievers of Quraysh on the 
day of Badr. He also said that the blessing of Allah was faith that came to the polyt heists of 
Quraysh, and they changed this blessing into disbelief and led their people to utter destruction. 
This includes all disbelievers, for Allah sent Muhammad as a mercy and a blessing to all 
mankind. Those who accepted this blessing and were thankful for it, will enter Paradise, while 
those who denied it and disbelieved in it, will enter the Fire. Allah said next, 



(And they set up rivals to Allah, to mislead from His path!) meaning, they set up partners to 
Allah whom they worship besides Him and called the people to worship them. Allah threatened 
them and warned them by the words of His Prophet , 



(Say: "Enjoy (your brief life)! But certainly, your destination is the (Hell) Fire!") 'Whatever you 
are able to do in this life, then do it, for no matter what will happen, 



(But certainly, your destination is the (Hell) Fire!) for to Us will be your destination and end.' 
Allah said in other Ayat, 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall force them to (enter) a great 
torment.) 31:24 and, 



((A brief) enjoyment in this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make 
them taste the severest torment because they used to disbelieve.) 10:70 



(31. Say to My servants who have believed, that they should perform the Salah, and spend (in 
charity) out of the sustenance We have given them, secretly and openly, before the coming of 
a Day on which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending.) 



The Command for Prayer and Charity 

Allah orders His servants to obey Him, fulfill His rights and be kind to His creatures. He 
ordained the prayer, which affirms the worship of Allah alone, without partners, and to spend 
from the provisions that He has granted them, by paying the due Zakah, spending on relatives 
and being kind to all others. Establishing the prayer requires performing it on time, perfectly, 



preserving its act of bowing having humility during it, and preserving its prostrations. Allah has 
ordained spending from what He granted, in secret and public, so that the people save 
themselves, 



(before the coming of a Day), the Day of Resurrection, 



(on which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending.) on which no ransom will be 
accepted from anyone, if he seeksto buy himself. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you, nor of those who disbelieved.) 57:15 Allah 
said here, 



(nor befriending.) Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah says that on that Day, there will be no 
friendship between friends that might save those deserving punishment from it. Rather, on that 
Day, there will be fairness and justice." Qatadah said, "Allah knows that in this life, there is 
mutual bargaining and there are friendships which people benefit from. A man chooses his 
friends and the reasons behind befriending them; if it was for Allah's sake, their friendship 
should be maintained, but if it was for other than Allah, their friendship is bound to be cutoff." 
I say that the meaning of this, is that Allah the Exalted is declaring that on that Day, no mutual 
bargaining or ransom will avail anyone, even if he ransoms himself with the earth's fill of gold if 
he could find that amount! No friendship or intercession shall avail one if he meets Allah while 
a disbeliever. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And fear the Day when no person shall avail another, nor shall compensation be accepted from 
him, nor shall intercession be of use to him, nor shall they be helped.) 2:123 and, 



(0 you believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day comes when 
there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers who are 
the wrongdoers.) 2:254 



(32. Allah is He Who has created the heavens and the earth and sends down water (rain) from 
the sky, and thereby brought forth fruits as provision for you; and He has made the ships to be 
of service to you, that they may sail through the sea by His command; and He has made rivers 
(also) to be of service to you.) (33. And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly 
pursuing their courses, to be of service to you; and He has made the night and the day to be of 
service to you.) (34. And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you try to count the 
blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. Verily, man is indeed an extreme 
wrongdoer, ungrateful.) 



Describing Some of Allah's Tremendous Favors 

Allah mentions some of the favors He has done for His creatures, such as creating the heavens 
as a protective ceiling and the earth as a bed. He also sends down rain from the sky and, in its 
aftermath brings forth a variety of vegetation, fruits and plants of different colors, shapes, 
tastes, scents and uses. Allah also made the ships sail on the surface of the water by His 
command and He made the sea able to carry these ships in order that travelers can transfer 
from one area to another to transport goods. Allah also created the riversthat flow through the 



earth from one area to another as provision for the servants which they use to drink and 
irrigate, and for other benefits, 



(And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly pursuing their courses), rotating by 
night and by day, 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float, 
each in an orbit.) 36:40 and, 



(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the 
moon, the stars subjected to His command. His is the creation and commandment. Blessed is 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) 7:54 The sun and the moon rotate in succession, and the 
night and the day are opposites, each taking from the length of the other or giving up some of 
its length, 



((Allah ) mergesthe night into day, and mergesthe day into night.) 35:13 and, 



(And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running (on a fixed course) for an appointed 
term. Verily, He isthe Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving.) 39:5 Allah said next, 



(And He gave you of all that you asked for), He has prepared for you all that you need in all 
conditions, and what you ask Him to provide for you, 



(and if you try to count the blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them.) Allah 
states that the servants are never able to count His blessings, let alone thank Him duly for 
them. In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah used to supplicate; 



» 



« 



(0 Allah ! All praise is due to You, without being able to sufficiently thank You, nor ever wish 
to be cutoff from You, nor ever feeling rich from relying on You; our Lord!) It was reported that 
Prophet Dawud, peace be upon him, used to say in his supplication, "0 Lord! How can I ever 
duly thank You, when my thanking You is also a favor from You to me" Allah the Exalted 
answered him, "Now, you have thanked Me sufficiently, Dawud," meaning, 'when you 
admitted that you will never be able to duly thank Me.' 



(35. And (remember) when Ibrahim said: "0 my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) one of peace and 
security, and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.) (36. "O my Lord! They have 
indeed led astray many among mankind. But whoso follows me, he verily, is of me. And whoso 
disobeys me, still You are indeed Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Ibrahim's Supplication to Allah when He brought Isma' il to Makkah 

Allah mentions here, while bringing forth more evidences against Arab polyt heists, that the 
Sacred House in Makkah was established on the worship of Allah alone, without partners. He 
also states that Ibrahim, who establsihed the city, has disowned those who worship others 
besides Allah, and that he begged Allah to make Makkah peaceful and secure, 



(0 my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) of peace and security,) and Allah accepted his 
supplication. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Have they not seen that We have made (Makkah) a secure sanctuary.) 29:67 and, 



(Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of 
blessing, and a guidance for AI-'Alamin. In it are manifest signs, the Maqam of Ibrahim; 
whosoever enters it, he attains security.) 3:96 Allah said here that Ibrahim supplicated, 



(0 my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) a of peace and security, ) saying, "this city", after he 
established it, and this is why he said afterwards, 



(All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me in old age Isma' il and Ishaq.) 14:39 It is well- 
known that Ismail was thirteen years older than Ishaq. When Ibrahim took Isma' il and his 
mother to Makkah, while Isma' il was still young enough to nurse, he supplicated to Allah, 



(0 my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) a place of peace and security.) 2:126 as we in explained 
in Surat Al-Baqarah. Ibrahim then said, 



(and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.) It is proper for whoever supplicates to 
Allah to also ask for the benefit of his parents and offspring, as well as himself. Ibrahim next 
mentioned that many among mankind were led astray because of idols, and he disowned those 
who worship them and referred their matter to Allah; if Allah wills, He will punish them, and if 
He wills, He will forgive them. x Isa, peace be upon him, said similar words, 



(If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily, You, only You are 
the Almighty, the All-Wise.) 5:118 This supplication refers this and all matters to Allah, not 
that it is actually going to happen. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
recited Ibrahim's supplication, 



(0 my Lord! They have indeed led astray many among mankind.), and the supplication of ' Isa, 



(If You punish them, they are Your servants.) 5:1 18 then raised his hands and said, 

« » 

(0 Allah, Save my Ummah! 0, Allah, Save my Ummah! O, Allah, Save my Ummah!) and cried. 
Allah said to the angel Jibril, "O Jibril, go to Muhammad, and Your Lord has more knowledge, 
and ask him what makes him cry." Jibril came to the Prophet and asked him, and he repeated 
to him what he said (in his supplication). Allah said, "Go to Muhammad and tell him this; 'We 
will make you pleased with your Ummah, Muhammad, and will not treat them in a way you 
dislike.'" 



(37. "0 our Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell in an uncultivable valley by Your 
Sacred House in order, our Lord, that they may perform Salah. So fill some hearts among 
men with love towards them, and (0 Allah) provide them with fruits so that they may give 
thanks.) This Ayah indicates that this was different supplication than the first one that Ibrahim 
said when he left Hajar and her son Isma' il in Makkah, before the Sacred House was built. This 
prayer, it appears, was said after the House was built, begging Allah and seeking His favor, and 
He is the Exalted and Most Honored. Ibrahim said here, 



(by Your Sacred House...) then he, 



(0 our Lord, that they may perform Salah.) Ibn Jarir At-Tabari commented that this, "Refers to 
his earlier statement, 



(the Sacred...)," meaning, 'You have made this House Sacred so that people establish the 
prayer next to it,' 



(So fill some hearts among men with love towards them,) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Sa'id bin 
Jubayr said, "Had Ibrahim said, 'The hearts of mankind', Persians, Romans, the Jews, the 
Christians and all other people would have gathered around it." However, Ibrahim said, 



(among men), thus making it exclusive to Muslims only. He said next, 



(and (0 Allah) provide them with fruits) in order that they may be helped in obeying You, and 
because this is a barren valley; bring to them fruits that they might eat. Allah accepted 
Ibrahim's supplication, 



(Have We not established for them a secure sanctuary (Makkah), to which are brought fruits of 
all kinds, a provision from Ourselves.) 28:57 This only indicates Allah's compassion, kindness, 
mercy and blessing, in that there are no fruit producing trees in the Sacred City, Makkah, yet 
all kinds of fruits are being brought to it from all around; this is how Allah accepted the 
supplication of the Khalil - Allah's intimate friend, Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him. 



(38. "0 our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the 
earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah.") (39. "All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me 
in old age Isma'il and Ishaq. Verily, my Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.") (40. "0 my 
Lord! Make me one who performs Salah, and (also) from my offspring, our Lord! And accept my 
invocation.") (41. "Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on the Day 
when the reckoning will be established.") Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "Allah said that Ibrahim, His 
Khalil, said, 



(0 our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal.) meaning, 'You know 
the intention behind my supplication for the people of this town, seeking Your pleasure in 
sincerity to You. You know all things, apparent and hidden, and nothing escapes Your 
knowledge on the earth or in heaven.'" He next praised and thanked his Lord the Exalted and 
Most Honored for granting him offspring after he became old, 



(All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me in old age Isma'il (Ishmael) and Ishaq (Isaac). 
Verily, my Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.) 'He accepts the supplication of those 
who invoke Him, and has accepted my invocation when I asked Him to grant me offspring. ' 
Ibrahim said next, 



(0 my Lord! Make me one who performs Salah,), preserving its obligations and limits, 



(and (also) from my offspring,), make them among those who establish the prayer, as well, 



(our Lord! And accept my invocation.), all of my invocation which I invoked You with herein, 



(Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents,) Ibrahim said this before he declared himself innocent 
from his father, after he became sure that he was an enemy of Allah, 



(and the believers), all of them, 



(on the Day when the reckoning will be established.) on the Day when You will reckon Your 
servants and recompense or reward them for their deeds- good for good and evil for evil. 



(42. Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the wrongdoers do, but He gives them 
respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) (43. (They will be) hastening forward 
with necks outstretched, their heads raised up (towards the sky), their gaze returning not 
towards them and their hearts empty.) 



Allah gives Respite to the Disbelievers and is never unaware of 

what They do 

Allah says, ' O Muhammad, do not think that Allah is unaware of what the unjust disbelievers 
do. Do not think because Allah gave them respite and delayed their punishment that He is 



unaware or ignoring punishing them for what they do. Rather, Allah keeps full account of this 
for them and keeps it on record against them, 



(but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) from the horror of 
the Day of Resurrection.' Allah next mentions how they will all be raised up from their graves 
and hurriedly gathered for the Day of Gathering, 



(hastening forward), in a hurry. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Hastening towards the caller.) 54:8 



(On that Day mankind will follow strictly Allah's caller, no crookedness will they show him. 
20:108 until, 



(And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer.) 20:111 Allah said: 
another Ayah, 



(The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly.) 70:43 Allah said next, 



(with necks outstretched) meaning, raising their heads up, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid 
and several others. Allah said next, 



(their gaze returning not towardsthem) meaning, their eyes are staring in confusion, trying not 
to blink because of the horror and tremendous insights they are experiencing, and fear of what 
is going to strike them, we seek refuge with Allah from this end. This is why Allah said, 



(and their hearts empty.) meaning, their hearts are empty due to extreme fear and fright. 
Qatadah and several others said that the places of their hearts are empty then, because the 
hearts will ascend to the throats due to extreme fear. Allah said next to His Messenger , 



(44. And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them; then the 
wrongdoers will say: "Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your call and follow 
the Messengers!" (It will be said:) "Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave (the 
world for the Hereafter).") (45. "And you dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged 
themselves, and it was clear to you how We dealt with them. And We put forth (many) parables 
for you.") (46. Indeed, they planned their plot, and their plot was with Allah, though their plot 
was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) 



There will be no Respite after the Coming of the Torment 

Allah mentions what those who committed injustice against themselves will say when they 
witnessthe torment, 



(Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your call and follow the Messengers!) 
Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Until, when death comesto one of them, he says: "My Lord! Send me back.") 23:99 and, 



(Oyou who believe! Let not your properties divert you.) 63:9-10 Allah described the condition 
of the wrongdoers on the Day of Gathering, when He said, 



(And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads.) 32:12 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the Fire! They will say: "Would that we were 
but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of Our Lord. .."!) 6:27 and, 



(Therein they will cry.) 35:27 Allah refuted their statement here, 



(Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave.) Allah says, 'Had you not vowed 
before, that your previous state will not change, that there will be no Resurrection or 
Reckoning Therefore, taste this torment because of what you vowed before.' Mujahid 
commented that, 



(that you would not leave.) refersto leaving this worldly life to the Hereafter. Allah also said, 



(And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up him who dies.) 
16:38 Allah said next, 



(And you dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged themselves, and it was clear to you how 
We had dealt with them. And We put forth (many) parables for you.) Allah says, 'you have 
witnessed or heard of the news of what happened to the earlier disbelieving nations, but you 
did not draw a lesson from their end, nor did what We punished them with provide an example 
for you,' 



(Perfect wisdom but the warners benefit then not.) 54:5 Shu' bah narrated that Abu Ishaq said 
that " Abdur-Rahman bin Dabil said that " AM bin Abi Talib commented on Allah's statement, 



(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) "He who 
disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord, took two eaglets and raised them until they became 
adult eagels. Then he tied each eagel's leg to a wooden box with ropes and left them go 
hungry. He and another man sat inside the wooden box and raised a staff with a piece of meat 
on its tip. So, the two eagles started flying. The king asked his companion to tell him what he 
was seeing, and he described the scenes to him, until he said that he saw the earth as a fly. So, 
the king brought the staff closer to the eagels and they started landing slowly. This is why Allah 
said, ( ) 'though their plot was hardly one to remove the mountains from 

their places.'" Mujahid also mentioned that this story was about Nebuchadnezzar, and that 
when the king's sight was far away from earth and its people, he was called, '0 tyrant one! 
Where are you headed to' He became afraid and brought the staff closer to the eagels, which 
flew faster with such haste that the mountains almost shook from the noise they made. The 
mountains were almost moved from their places, so Allah said, 



(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.)" Ibn Jurayj 
narrated that Mujahid recited this Ayah in away that means, "though their plot was such as to 
remove the mountains from their places." However, AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said 
that, 



(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) indicates that 
their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places. Similar was said by Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri. Ibn Jarir reasoned that, "Associating others with Allah and disbelieving in Him, 
which they brought upon themselves, did not bother the mountains nor other creatures. 
Rather, the harm of their actions came to haunt them." I (Ibn Kathir) said, this meaning is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor 
penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a stature like the mountains in height.) 17:37 There is 
another way of explaining this Ayah; Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) refers to their 
Shirk, for Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Whereby the heavens are almost torn.) 19:90 Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said similarly. 



(47. So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers. Certainly, Allah is 
All-Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.) (48. On the Day when the earth will be changed to another 
earth and so will be the heavens, and they (all creatures) will appear before Allah, the One, 
the Irresistible.) 



Allah never breaks a Promise 

Allah affirms His promise, 



(So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers.) His promise to grant 
them victory in this life and on the Day when the Witnesses shall come forth. Allah affirms that 
He is All-Able and that nothing He wills escapes His power and none can resist Him. Allah 
affirms that He is Able to exact retribution from those who disbelieve in Him and deny Him, 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) 77:15 Allah said here, 



(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens,) 
meaning, His promise shall come to pass on the Day when the earth will be changed to an earth 
other than this earth that we know and recognize. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Sahl bin 
Sa' d said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, the people will be gathered on a white (barren), flat earth just 
like the wheat bread, it has no recognizable features for anyone.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
' Aishah said, "I was the first among all people who asked the Messenger of Allah about this 
Ayah, 



(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens, 
saying, ' Allah's Messenger! Where will the people be then' He said, 



« » 



(On the 3rat.)" Muslim, but not Al-Bukhari, collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah 
also recorded it, and At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan Sahih". Imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in his 
Sahih that Thawban the servant of the Messenger of Allah said, "I was standing next to the 
Messenger of Allah when a Jewish rabbi came to him and said, ' Peace be to you, 
Muhammad.' I pushed him with such a force that almost caused him to fall down and he asked 
me why I did that. I said, ' Why did you not say, ' Messenger of Allah' The Jew said, ' We call 
him by the name which his family gave him.' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(Muhammad is indeed the name which my family gave me.) The Jew said, ' I came to ask you 
about something.' The Messenger of Allah replied, 

« » 

(Would it benefit you if I replied to your question) He said, ' I will hear it with my ear.' The 
Messenger of Allah poked the ground with a staff he had and said, 

« » 

(Ask.) The Jew said, ' Where will the people be when the earth will be changed to another 
earth and so will the heavens' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 



« » 



« » 



« 



» 



« » 



« » 



» 



« 



» 



« 



(In the darkness before the Bridge (Jasr).) He asked, ' Who will be the first to pass it' He said, 
(The poor emigrants (Muhaj irin).) He asked, " What will their (refreshment) be when they enter 
Paradise' He said, (The caul of fish liver.) He asked, ' What will they have after that' He said, (A 
bull of Paradise which grazed through its pathways will be slaughtered for them.) He asked, 
' From what will they drink' He said, (From a fountain whose name is Salsabil. ) He said, ' You 
have said the truth. I have come to ask you something about which none of the inhabitants of 
the earth knows, with the exception of a Prophet or one or two other men.' He said, (Would 
you benefit by me informing you about it) He replied, ' I would listen. I have come to ask you 
about the child.' He said, (The fluid of the man is white, and the woman's is yellow. When they 
meet, if the discharge of the man is greater than that of the woman, then it becomes a male, 
by Allah's permission. When the womans discharge is greater than the man's, it becomes a 
female by Allah's permission.) The Jew said, 'You have told the truth and are indeed a 
Prophet.' Then he left. 3d Allah's Messenger said; (He asked me such things that I had no 
knowledge of it until Allah gave it to me.) Allah said next, 



(and they will appear before Allah), describing when the creatures will be resurrected before 
Allah from their graves, 



(the One, the Irresisti- ble.) Who has full power and control over all things and to Whom the 
necks and minds are subservient. 



(49. And you will see the criminals that Day, Muqarranun (bound together) in fetters.) (50. 
Their garments will be of Qatiran (tar), and fire will cover their faces.) (51. That Allah may 
requite each person according to what he has earned. Truly, Allah is swift at reckoning.) 



The Condition of the criminals on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah said, 



(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens) ' and 
the creations will be brought before their Lord, and you, Muhammad, will witness the 
criminals who committed the crimes of Kufr and mischief,' 



(Muqarranin) bound together, each with his or her like, just as Allah said, 



(Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions.) 37:22 



(And when the souls are joined with their bodies.) 81:7 



(And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together, they will 
exclaim therein for destruction.) 25:13 and, 



(And also the Shayatin from the Jinn (including) every kind of builder and diver, and also others 
bound in fetters.) 38:37-38 Allah said next, 



(Their garments will be of Qatiran (pitch),) that is used to coat camels. Qatadah commented 
that Qatiran (tar) is one of the fastest objects to catch fire. Ibn 'Abbas used to say that the 
Qatiran, mentioned in the Ayah, is dissolved lead. It is possible that this Ayah reads as: ( 

) refering to heated lead that has reached tremendous heat, according to Mujahid, 
Ikrimah, Sa'id bin Jubayr Al-Hasan and Qatadah. Allah said next, 



(and fire will cover their faces), which is similar to His other statement, 



(The Fire will burn their faces, and therein they will grin, with displaced lips.) 23:104 Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Yahya bin Abi Ishaq said that Aban bin Yazid said that Yahya bin Abi 
Kathir said that Zayd bin Abi Salam said that Abu Malik Al-Asrf ari said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Four characteristics from the time of Jahiliyyah will remain in my Ummah, since they will not 
abandon them: boasting about their family lineage, discrediting family ties, seeking rain 
through the stars, and wailing for their dead. Verily, if she who wails, dies before she repents 
from her behavior, she will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection while wearing a dress of 
Qatiran and a cloak of mange.) Muslim collected this Hadith. Allah said next, 



(That Allah may requite each person according to what he has earned.) meaning, on the Day of 
Resurrection. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(That He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done.) 53:31 Allah said 
here, 



(Truly, Allah is swift at reckoning.) when He wills to reckon a servants of His, for He knows 
everything and nothing ever escapes His observation. Verily, His power over all of His creation 
is the same as His power over one creature, 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person. ) 31 :28 And 
this is why Mujahid said, 



(swift at reckoning), means "keeping count. 



(52. This (Qur'an) is a Message for mankind (and a clear proof against them), in order that they 
may be warned thereby, and that they may know that He is the only One God and that men of 
understanding may take heed.) 



Allah states that this Qur'an is a Message for mankind, 



((So) that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.) 6:19 This Qur'an is for all 
mankind and the Jinns, just as Allah said in the beginning of this Surah, 



(Alif-Lam-Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you might lead 
mankind out of darkness into light.) 14:1 Allah said next, 



(in order that they may be warned thereby), or to receive and draw lessons from it, 



(and that they may know that He is the only One God) using its proofs and evidences that 
testify that there is no true deity except Allah, 



(and that men of understanding may take heed.) meaning those who have good minds. aThis is 
the end of the Tafsir of Surah Ibrahim, and all praise is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Hijr 

(Chapter -15) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1 . Alif-Lam-Ra. These are Ayat of the Book and a plain Qur'an.) (2. How much would those who 
disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) (3. Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them 
be preoccupied with (false) hope. They will come to know!) 

The Disbelievers will someday wish that They had been Muslims 

We have already discussed the letters which appear at the beginning of some Surahs. Allah 
said: 



(How much would those who disbelieved wish) Here Allah tells us that they will regret having 
lived in disbelief, and will wish that they had been Muslims in this world. Regarding Allah's 
saying, 



(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri 
reported from Salamah bin Kuhayl, who reported from Abi Az-Za" ra', from " Abdullah, who said: 
"This is about the Jahannamiyyun (the sinners among the believers who will stay in Hell for 
some time), when they the disbelievers see them being brought out of Hell." 



(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) Ibn Jarir reported 
that Ibn * Abbas and Anas bin Malik explained that this Ayah refers to the Day when Allah will 
detain the sinful Muslims in Hell along with the idolators. He said: "The idolators will say to 
them, 'What you used to worship on earth has not helped you.' Then by virtue of His mercy, 
Allah will be angry for their sake, and He will remove them from it . That is when 



(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims). 



(Leave them to eat and enjoy) this is a stern and definitive threat for them, like His saying, 



(Say: "Enjoy your brief life! But certainly, your destination isthe Fire!") 14:30 



((0 disbelievers!) Eat and enjoy yourselves (in this worldly life) for a little while. Verily, you 
are the guilty.) 77:46 Allah says: 



(let them be preoccupied with false hope.) i.e., distracted from repentance and turning to 
Allah, for 



(They will soon come to know!) that is, their punishment. 



(4. And never did We destroy a township but there was a known decree for it.) (5. No nation 
can advance its term, nor delay it.) 



Every Township has its allotted Time 

Allah is informing us that He never destroys a township until He has established evidences for it 
and its allotted time has ended. When the time for a nation's destruction has come, He never 
delays it, and He never moves its appointed time forward. This was a message and a warning to 
the people of Makkah, telling them to give up their Shirk, their stubbornness and disbelief for 
which they deserved to be destroyed. 



(6. And they say: "0 you (Muhammad) to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been revealed! 
Verily, you are a madman!) (7. "Why do you not bring angels to us if you are of the truthful") 
(8. We do not send the angels down except with the truth, and in that case, they (the 
disbelievers) would have no respite!) (9. Verily, We, it is We Who revealed the Dhikr (i.e. the 
Qur'an) and surely We will guard it (from corruption).) 



The Accusation that the Prophet was a Madman and Demands for 

Him to bring down Angels 

Allah tells us about the disbelief, arrogance and stubbornness of the disbelievers as reflected in 
their words: 



(0 you (Muhammad) to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been revealed!) i.e., the one who 
claimsto receive it. 



(Verily, you are a mad man!) i.e., by your invitation to us to follow you and leave the way of 
our forefathers. 



(Why do you not bring angels to us) i.e., to bear witness to the accuracy of what you have 
brought to us is true, if you are really telling the truth This is similar to what Pharaoh said: 



(Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or angels sent along with him)(43:53). 
And Allah said: 



(And those who do not expect a meeting with Us (i. e., those who deny the Day of Resurrection 
and the life of the Hereafter), say: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not 
see our Lord" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful with great pride. On 
the Day that they do see the angels - there will be no good news given on that day to the 
guilty. And they (angels) will say: "All kinds of glad tidings are forbidden for you.") (25:21-22) 
For this reason Allah said: 



(We do not send the angels down except with the truth, and in that case, they (the 
disbelievers) would have no respite!) Mujahid said in this Ayah: 



(We do not send the angels down except with the truth) " i.e., with the Message and the 
punishment." Then Allah, may He be exalted, stated that He is the One Who revealed the Dhikr 
to him, which isthe Qur'an, and He is protecting it from being changed or altered. 



(10. Indeed, We sent (Messengers) before you (0 Muhammad) amongst the earlier 
communities.) (11. And there never came a Messenger to them but that they mocked him. ) 



(12. Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty.) (13. They would not believe in it (the 
Qur'an); and already the example of the ancients has gone forth.) 



The Idolators of Every Nation made a Mockery of their Messengers 

Consoling His Messenger for the rejection of the disbelieving Quraysh, Allah says that He has 
sent Messengers before him to the nations of the past, and no Messenger came to a nation but 
they rejected him and mocked him. Then He tells him that He lets disbelief enter the hearts of 
those sinners who are too stubborn and too arrogant to follow His guidance. 



(Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty.) Anas and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this 
referred to Shirk. 



(and already the example of the ancients has gone forth.) meaning the destruction wrought by 
Allah on those who rejected His Messengers, and how He saved His Prophets and their followers 
in this world and in the Hereafter, is well known. 



(14. And even if We opened to them a gate to the heavens and they were to continue 
ascending through it (all day long).) (15. They would surely say (in the evening): "Our eyes have 
been (as if) dazzled (we have not seen any angel or heaven). Nay, we are a people 
bewitched.") 



The Stubborn Disbelievers will never believe, no matter what Signs 

and Wonders They see 

Allah explains the extent of their disbelief and stubborn resistance to the truth by stating that 
even if a door to heaven were to be opened for them, and they were to be taken up through it, 
they would still not believe. Rather, they would say: 



(Our eyes have been (as if) dazzled.) Mujahid, Ibn Kathir and Ad-Dahhak said, " this means our 
vision has been blocked." Qatadah narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "this means our eyesight has 
been taken away." Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, " this means we were confused and 
put under a spell." 



(Our eyes have been (as if) dazzled.) Ibn Zayd said: "The one who is dazzled lit. intoxicated is 
the one who cannot reason." 



(16. And indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We beautified it for the 
beholders. ) (17. And We have guarded it (near heaven) from every outcast Shaytan (devil).) 
(18. Except him (devil) who stealsthe hearing, then he is pursued by a clear flaming fire.) (19. 
And We have spread out the earth, and have placed firm mountains in it, and caused all kinds 
of things to grow in it, in due proportion.) (20. And in it We have provided means of living, for 
you and for those whom you provide not.) 



The Power of Allah and His Signs in the Heavens and on Earth 

To those who ponder, and look repeatedly at the dazzling signs and wonders that are to be 
seen in the creation, Allah mentions His creation of the heavens, with their immense height, 
and both the fixed and moving heavenly bodies with which He has adorned it. Here, Mujahid 
and Qatadah said that Buruj big stars refers to the heavenly bodies. (I say): This is like the 
Ayah : 



(Blessed be He Who has placed the big stars in the heavens.) 25:61 ' Atiyah Al-' Awfi said: 
"Buruj here refers to sentinel fortresses." He made the "shooting stars" to guard it against the 
evil devils who try to listen to information conveyed at the highest heights. If any devil 
breaches it and advances hoping to listen, a clear "shooting star" comes to him and destroys 



him. He may already have passed on whatever he heard before the fire hit him, to another 
devil below him; the latter will then take it to his friends among humans , as is stated in the 
Sahih. Explaining this Ayah, Al-Bukhari reported from Abu Hurayrahthat the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(When Allah decrees any matter in heaven, the angels beat their wings in submission to His 
Word, with a sound like a chain beating on a smooth rock.") ('AM and other subnarrators 
said, "The sound reaches them.") "When the fright leaves their (angels') hearts, they (angels) 
are asked: 'What did your Lord say' They respond: "The truth. And He is the Most High, the 
Most Great.' 3d those who hope to hear something listen, and they are standing one above the 
other." Sufyan the narrator described them with a gesture, spreading the fingers of his right 
hand and holding it in such a way that the fingers were above one another. "Sometimes the 
flaming fire hits one of these listeners before he is able to convey what he has heard to the one 
who is beneath him, and he is burned up, or sometimes the fire does not hit him until he has 
pit on to the one beneath him, so he brings it to the earth." Perhaps Sufyan said: "...until it 
reaches the earth and he puts it into the mouth of the sorcerer or fortune-teller, so that after 
telling a hundred lies he gets something right, and the people say, ' Did he not tell us that on 
such and such a day such and such would happen, and we found it to be the truth among the 
statements which were heard from heaven."' Then Allah mentions His creation of the earth and 
how He spread it out, and the firm mountains, valleys, lands and sands that he has placed in it, 
and the plants and fruits that He causes to grow in their appropriate locations. 



(all kinds of things in due proportion.) Ibn 'Abbas said that this means with their 
predetermined proportions. This was also the opinion of Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Abu Malik, 
Mujahid, Al-Hakim bin " Utaybah, Al-Hasan bin Muhammad, Abu Salih and Qatadah. 



(And We have provided therein means of living, for you) Here Allah mentions that He created 
the earth with different means of provisions and livelihood of all kinds. 



(and for those whom you provide not.) Mujahid said, "This refers to the riding animals and the 
cattle." Ibn Jarir said, "They are slaves, men and women, as well asthe animals and the cattle. 
The meaning is that Allah, may He be exalted, is reminding them of the ways of earning 
provision that He has made easy for them, and of the animals that He has subjugated for them 
to ride and to eat, and the slaves from whom they benefit, but the provision of all of these 
comes from Allah alone." 



(21. And there is not a thing, but the supplies for it are with Us, and We do not send it down 
but in a known measure.) (22. And We send the winds fertilizing, then We cause the water to 
descend from the sky, and We give it to you to drink, and it is not you who are the owners of 
its supply.) (23. And certainly We! It is We Who give life, and cause death, and We are the 
Inheritors.) (24. And indeed, We know the first generations of you who have passed away, and 
indeed, We know the present generations of you (mankind), and also those who will come 
afterwards.) (25. And verily, your Lord will gather them together. Truly, He is Most Wise, (and) 
Knowing.) 



The Supplies for All Things are with Allah 

Allah tells us that He is the Owner of all things, and that everything is easy for Him. He has the 
supplies for all things with Him. 



(and We do not send it down but in a known measure.) meaning, as He wills and as He wants. 
Doing so out of His great wisdom and mercy towards His servants, in a way that He is under no 
obligation to do. But He has decreed mercy for Himself. Yazid bin Abi Ziyad reported from Abu 
Juhayfah that 'Abdullah said: "No year has more rain than another, but Allah divides the rain 
between them as He wills, it rains here a year and there a year. Then he recited: 



(And there is not athing, but the suppliesfor it are with Us...) Reported by Ibn Jarir. 



Benefits of the Winds 



(And We send the winds fertilizing.) i.e., fertilizing the clouds so that they give rain, and 
fertilizing the trees so that they open their leaves and blossoms. These winds are mentioned 
here in the plural form because they give results, unlike the barren wind (Ar-Rih AI-'Aqim, see 
Adh-Dhariyat 51:41), which is mentioned in the singular and described as barren since it does 
not produce anything; because results can only be produced when there are two or more 
things. 



(And We sent the winds fertilizing.) 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The wind is sent bearing water 
from the sky, then it fertilizesthe clouds until rain beginsto generously fall, just asthe milk of 
the pregnant camel flows generously." This was also the opinion of Ibn 'Abbas, Ibrahim An- 
Nakha' i and Qatadah. Ad-Dahhak said: "Allah sends it to the clouds and it gets fertilized and 
becomes full of water." ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr Al-Laythi said: "Allah sends the wind which stirs up 
the earth, then Allah sends the wind which raises clouds, then Allah sends the wind which 
forms clouds, then Allah sends the fertilizing wind which pollinates the trees. Then he recited, 



(And We sent the winds fertilizing,) 



Fresh Water is a Blessing from Allah 



(and We give it to you to drink,) This means, "and We send it down to you fresh and sweet, so 
that you can drink it; if We had wished, We could have made it salty (and undrinkable)", as 
Allah points out in another Ayah in Surat AI-WaqT ah, where He says: 



(Tell Me! The water that you drink, is it you who cause it to come down from the rain clouds, 
or are We the cause of it coming down If We willed, We verily could make it salty (and 
undrinkable), why then do you not give thanks (to Allah)) (56:68-70). And Allah says: 



(He it is Who sends water down from the sky; from it you drink and from it (grows) the 
vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture.) (16:10) 



(and it is not you who are the owners of its supply.) The meaning is, "You are not taking care of 
it; rather We send it down and take care of it for you, making springs and wells flourish on the 
earth. " If Allah so willed, He could make it disappear, but by His mercy He sends it down and 
makes it fresh and sweet, maintaining the springs, wells, rivers and so on, so that they may 
drink from it all year long, water their livestock and irrigate their crops. 



The Power of Allah to initiate and renew Creation 



(And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death,) Here Allah tells us of His power to 
initiate creation and renew it. He is the One Who brings life to creatures out of nothingness, 
then He causes them to die, then He will resurrect all of them on the Day when He will gather 
them together. He also tells us that He will inherit the earth and everyone on it, and then it is 
to Him that they will return. Then He tells us about His perfect knowledge of them, the first 
and the last of them. He says 



(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away...). Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"The first generations are all those who have passed away since the time of Adam. The present 
generations and those who will come afterward refer to those who are alive now and who are 
yet to come, until the Day of Resurrection." Something similar was narrated from 'Ikrimah, 
Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Ash-Sha' bi and others. Ibn Jarir reported 
from Muhammad bin Abi Ma' shar, from his father, that he heard ' Awn bin 'Abdullah discussing 
the following Ayah with Muhammad bin Ka' b: 



(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away, and indeed, We know 
the present generations of you (mankind), and also those who will come afterwards), and it 
was stated that it refers to the rows for prayer. Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "This is not the case. 



(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away) it refersto those who 
are dead or have been killed, and; 



(and also those who will come afterwards) meaning those who have yet to be created. 



(And verily your Lord will gather them together. Truly, He is Most Wise, (and) Knowing)." 'Awn 
bin ' Abdullah said, "May Allah help you and reward you with good." 



(26. And indeed, We created man from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud.) (27. And the 
Jinn, We created earlier from the smokeless flame of fire.) 



The Substances from which Mankind and Jinnswere created 

Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said that Salsal means dry mud. The apparent meaning is 
similar to the Ayah: 



(He created man (Adam) from sounding clay like the potter's clay, And He created the Jinns 
from a smokeless flame of fire.) (55:14-15) It was also reported from Mujahid that, 



(dried (sounding) clay) means "putrid", but it is more appropriate to interpret an Ayah with 
another Ayah. 



(of altered mud) means the dried clay that comes from mud, which is soil. "Altered" here 
means smooth. 



(And the Jinn, We created earlier) means before creating humans. 



(from the smokeless flame of fire.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "It is the smokeless flame that kills." Abu 
Dawud At-Tayalisi said that Shu' bah narrated to them from Abu Ishaq, who said: "I visited 
* Umar Al-Asamm when he was sick, and he said: ' Shall I not tell you a Hadith that I heard from 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud He said: 'This smokeless flame is one of the seventy parts of the 
smokeless fire from which the Jinn where created. Then he recited, 



(And the Jinn, We created earlier from the smokeless flame of fire)."' The following is found in 
the Sahih, 



» 

« 

(The angels were created from light, the Jinn were created from a smokeless flame of fire, and 
Adam was created from that which has been described to you.) The Ayah is intended to point 
out the noble nature, good essence and pure origin of Adam. 



(28. And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "I am going to create a man (Adam) 
from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud. ") (29. "So, when I have fashioned him completely 
and breathed into him (Adam) of My spirit (the soul which I created for him,) then fall down, 
prostrating yourselves before him.") (30. So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them 
together.) (31. Except Iblis (Shaytan) - he refused to be among the prostrate.) (32. (Allah) said: 
"0 Iblis! What is your reason for not being among the prostrate" (33. Iblis said: "I am not one 
to prostrate myself to a human, whom You created from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud.") 



The creation of Adam, the Command to the Angels to prostrate to 

Him, and the Rebellion of Iblis 

Allah informs us of how He mentioned Adam to His angels before He created him, and how He 
honored him by commanding the angels to prostrate to him. He mentions how His enemy Iblis, 
amidst all the angels, refused to prostrate to him out of envy, disbelief, stubbornness, 
arrogance, and false pride. This is why Iblis said: 



(I am not one to prostrate myself to a human, whom You created from dried (sounding) clay of 
altered mud.) this is like when he said, 



(I am better than him (Adam), You created me from Fire and him You created from clay.)(7:12) 
and 



("Do you see this one whom You have honored above me...") 17:62 



(34. (Allah) said: "Then leave, for verily, you are an outcast. ") (35. "And verily, the curse shall 
be upon you until the Day of Recompense.") (36. Iblis said: "0 my Lord! Then give me respite 
until the Day they (the dead) will be resurrected.") (37. Allah said: "Then verily, you are of 
those reprieved,") (38. "Until the Day of the time appointed.") 



The Expulsion of Iblis from Jannah, and His Reprieve until the Day 

of Resurrection 

Allah tells us how He issued an unconditional command to Iblis to leave the position he held 
among the highest of heights. He told him that he was an outcast, i.e., cursed, and that he 
would be followed by a curse that would hound him until the Day of Resurrection. It was 
reported that Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "When Allah cursed Iblis, his image into something 
different from that of the angels, and he made a sound like a bell. Every bell that rings on this 
earth until the Day of Resurrection is part of that. This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(39. Iblis said: "0 my Lord! Because You misled me, I shall indeed adorn the path of error for 
them (mankind) on the earth, and I shall mislead them all.") (40. "Except Your chosen (guided) 
servants among them.") (41. (Allah) said: "This is the way which will lead straight to Me.") (42. 
"Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants, except those of the astray who follow 
you.") (43. And surely, Hell isthe place promised for them all.) (44. It has seven gates, for each 
of those gates is a class assigned.) 



The Threat of Iblis to tempt Mankind, and Allah's Promise of Hell for 

him 



Allah informed about the rebellion and arrogance of Iblis, in that he said to the Lord: 



(Because You misled me,) i.e., because You misled me and misguided me. 



(I shall indeed adorn the path of error for them) meaning, for the progeny of Adam. 



(on the earth,) meaning - I will make sin dear to them, and will encourage, provoke and harass 
them to commit sin. 



(and I shall mislead them all.) meaning - just as You have misled me and have ordained that for 
me. 



(Except Your chosen, (guided) servants among them.) This is like the Ayah: 



("Do you see this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite until the Day of 
Resurrection, I will surely seize and mislead his offspring, all but a few!") (17:62). 



((Allah) said), i.e., threatening and warning Iblis. 



(This is the way which will lead straight to Me.) means, ' all of you will return to Me, and I will 
reward or punish you according to your deeds: if they are good then I will reward you, and if 
they are bad then I will punish you.' This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, your Lord is ever watchful.) (89:14) and 



(And it is up to Allah to show the right way.) (16:9) 



(Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants) meaning, 'you will have no way to 
reach those for whom I have decreed guidance.' 



(except those of the astray who follow you.) Ibn Jarir mentioned that Yazid bin Qusayt said: 
"The Prophets used to have Masj ids outside their cities, and if a Prophet wanted to consult with 
his Lord about something, he would go out to his place of worship and pray as Allah decreed. 
Then he would ask Him about whatever was concerning him. Once while a Prophet was in his 
place of worship, the enemy of Allah - meaning Iblis - came and sat between him and the 
Qiblah (direction of prayer). The Prophet said, x l seek refuge with Allah from the accursed 
Shaytan.' The enemy of Allah said, x Do you know who you are seeking refuge from Here he is!' 
The Prophet said, ' I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytan' , and he repeated that 
three times. Then the enemy of Allah said, ' Tell me about anything in which you will be saved 
from me.' The Prophet twice said, " No, you tell me about something in which you can 
overpower the son of Adam' Each of them was insisting that the other answer first, then the 
Prophet said, Allah says, 



(Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants, except those of the astray who follow 
you.) The enemy of Allah said, ' I heard this before you were even born.' The Prophet said, 
x And Allah says, 



(And if an evil whisper comesto you from Shaytan then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All- 
Hearing, All-Knowing) (7: 200). By Allah, I never sense that you are near but I seek refuge with 
Allah from you.' The enemy of Allah said, 'You have spoken the truth. In this way you will be 



saved from me.' The Prophet said, 'Tell me in what ways you overpower the son of Adam.' He 
said, ' I seize him at times of anger and times of desire.' 



(And surely, Hell is the place promised for them all.) meaning, Hell is the abode designated for 
all those who follow Iblis, as Allah says in the Qur'an: 



(but those of the sects (Jews, Christians and all the other non-Muslim nations) that reject it 
(the Qur'an), the Fire will be their promised meeting place. )(1 1:17) 



The Gates of Hell are Seven 

Then Allah tells us that Hell has seven gates: 



(for each of those gates is a (special) class (of sinners) assigned.) means, for each gate a 
portion of the followers of Iblis have been decreed, and they will have no choice in the matter. 
May Allah save us from that. Each one will enter a gate according to his deeds, and will settle 
in a level of Hell according to his deeds. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Samurah bin Jundub 
reported from the Prophet about, 



(for each of those gates is a class assigned.) He said, 



» 



« 



(Among the people of Hell are those whom the Fire will swallow up to the ankles, and those 
whom it will swallow up to the waist, and those whom it will swallow up to the collarbone.) 
The degree of which will depend upon their deeds. This is like the Ayah; 



(for each of those gates is a class assigned.) 



(45. Truly, those who have Taqwa, will dwell in Gardens and water springs.) (46. (It will be said 
to them): "Enter it in peace and security.") (47. And We shall remove any deep feeling of 
bitterness from their breasts. (So they will be like) brothers facing each other on thrones.) (48. 
No sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they be asked to leave it. (49. Declare to My 
servants that I am truly the Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) (50. And that My torment is indeed 
the most painful torment.) 



Description of the People of Paradise 

Snce Allah mentioned the condition of the people of Hell, He followed that by mentioning the 
people of Paradise. He tells us that they will dwell in Gardens and water springs. 



(Enter it in peace) meaning free of all problems. 



(and security.) meaning free from all fear and concern. They will not have any fear of 
expulsion, nor will they fear that their condition will be disrupted or end. 



(And We shall remove any deep feeling of bitterness from their breasts. (So they will be like) 
brothers facing each other on thrones.) Al-Qasim narrated that Abu Umamah said: "The people 



of Paradise will enter Paradise with whatever enmity is left in their hearts from this world. 
Then, when they come together, Allah will remove whatever hatred the world has left in their 
hearts." Then he recited: 



(And We shall remove any deep feeling of bitterness from their breasts.) This is how it was 
narrated in this report, but Al-Qasim bin x Abdur-Rahman is weak in his reports from Abu 
Umamah. However, this is in accord with the report in the Sahih where Qatadah says, "Abu Al- 
Mutawakkil An-Naji told us that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri told them that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(The believers will be removed from the Fire, and they will be detained on a bridge between 
Paradise and Hell. Then judgment will be passed between them concerning any wrong they 
have committed in this world against one another, until they are cleansed and purified. Then 
permission will be given to them to enter Paradise.)" 



(No sense of fatigue shall touch them) meaning no harm or hardship, as was reported in the 
Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(Allah commanded me to tell Khadijah the good news of a jeweled palace in Paradise in which 
there will be no toil and no fatigue.) 



(nor shall they (ever) be asked to leave it.) As was reported in the Hadith: 



» 



« 



(It will be said, dwellers of Paradise! You will be healthy and never fall sick; you will live and 
never die; you will be young and never grow old; you will stay here and never leave.) Allah 
says: 



(Wherein they shall dwell (forever). They will have no desire to be removed from it.) (18:108) 



(Declare to My servants, that I am truly the Oft -Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And that My 
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) meaning, '0 Muhammad, tell My servants that I 
am the source of mercy and I am the source of punishment.' Smilar Ayat to this have already 
been quoted above, which indicate that we must always be in a state between hope (for Allah's 
mercy) and fear (of His punishment). 



(51. And tell them about the guests (i. e., the angels) of Ibrahim.) (52. When they entered 
upon him, and said: "Salaman (peace!)." He said: "Indeed we are frightened of you.") (53. They 



said: "Do not be afraid! We bring you the good news of a boy possessing much knowledge and 
wisdom.") (54. He said: "Do you give me this good news while old age has overtaken me Of what 
then is your news about") (55. They said: "We give you good news in truth. 3d do not be of 
those who despair.") (56. He said: "And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord except those who 
are astray") 



The Guests of Ibrahim and their Good News of a Son for Him 

Allah is saying: 'Tell them, Muhammad, about the story of 



(the guests of Ibrahim. 



(they entered upon him, and said: "Salaman (peace!)." He said: "Indeed we are frightened of 
you.") meaning that they were scared. The reason for their fear has been mentioned 
previously, which is that they noticed that these guests did not eat of the food that was 
offered, which was a fattened calf. 



(They said: "Do not be afraid!...") meaning, do not be scared. 



(We bring you the good news of a boy possessing much knowledge and wisdom.) this refers to 
Ishaq, as was previously mentioned in Surat Hud. Then 



(He said) meaning he spoke with wonder and astonishment, asking for confirmation, because he 
was old and his wife was old: 



(Do you give me this good news while old age has overtaken me Of what then is your news 
about) They responded by confirming the good news they had brought, good news after good 
news: 



(They said: "We give you good news in truth. So do not be of those who despair.") 



(57. He said: "What then is the business for which you have come, messengers") (58. They 
said: "We have been sent to a guilty people.") (59. "(All) except the family of Lut, all of whom 
we are to save (from the destruction).") (60. "Except for his wife, of whom We have decreed 
that she shall be of those who remain behind.") 



The Reason why the Angels came 

Allah tells us that after Ibrahim had calmed down from the excitement of this good news, he 
started to ask them why they had come to him. They said, 



(We have been sent to a guilty people.) meaning the people of Lut. They told him that they 
were going to save the family of Lut from among those people, except for his wife, because she 
was one of t hose who were doomed. Thus it was said, 



(Except for his wife, of whom We have decreed that she shall be of those who remain behind.) 
i.e., she was one of those who would be left behind and will be destroyed. 



(61. Then when the messengers (the angels) came to the family of Lut) (62. He (Lut) said: 
"Verily, you are people unknown to me.") (63. They said: "Nay, we have come to you with that 
(torment) which they have been doubting.") (64. "And we have brought you the truth and 
certainly we tell the truth.") 



The Angels coming to Lut 

Allah tells us about when the angels came to Lut in the form of young men with handsome 
faces. When they entered his home, he said: 



("Verily, you are people unknown to me." They said: "Nay, we have come to you with that 
(torment) which they have been doubting.") meaning that they were bringing the punishment 
and destruction that the people doubted they would ever suffer from. 



(And we have brought you the truth) is like the Ayah, 



(We do not send the angels down except with the truth) 15:8 and 



(and certainly, we tell the truth.) They said this in affirmation of the news that they brought 
him, that he would be saved and his people would be destroyed. 



, (65. "Then travel for a portion of the night with your family, and you go behind them in the 
rear, and let no one amongst you look back, but go on to where you are ordered.") (66. And We 
made this decree known to him that those (sinners) would be rooted out in the early morning.) 



Lut is ordered to leave with His Family during the Night 

Allah tells us that His angels ordered Lut to set out after part of the night had passed. They 
told him to walk behind them, to protect them. Similarly, the Messenger of Allah would walk in 
the rear of the army on military campaigns, in order to help the weak and carry those who had 
no means of transport. 



(and let no one amongst you look back,) meaning - when you hear the people screaming from 
their torment, do not turn around to look at them; leave them to face whatever punishment 
and vengeance is coming to them. 



(but go on to where you are ordered.) - it is as if they had a guide with them to show them the 
way. 



(And We made thisdecree known to him) meaning - We already told him about that. 



(that those (sinners) would be rooted out in the early morning.) meaning in the morning, as in 
another Ayah: 



(Indeed, morning is their appointed time. Is not the morning near) 11:81 



(67. And the inhabitants of the city came rejoicing.) (68. Lut said: "Verily, these are my 
guests, so do not shame me.") (69. "And have Taqwa of Allah, and do not disgrace me.") (70. 
They said: "Did we not forbid you from entertaining any of the ' Alamin") (71. Lut said: "These 
are my daughters, if you must act (so).") (72. Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication, 
they were wandering blindly.) 



The People of the City arrive upon the Angels, thinking that they 

are Men 

Allah tells us about how Lut's people came to him when they found out about his handsome 
guests, and they came happily rejoicing about them. 



( Lut said: "Verily, these are my guests, so do not shame me. And have Taqwa of Allah, and do 
not disgrace me.") This is what Lut said to them before he knew that his guests were 
messengers from Allah, as mentioned in Surat Hud, but here (in this Surah), we have already 
been told that they are messengers from Allah, and this is followed by an account of Lut's 
people coming and his exchange with them. However, here the conjunction (wa, meaning 
"and") does not imply the sequence of events, especially since there is something to indicate 
that this is not the case. They said answering him, 



(Did we not forbid you from entertaining (or protecting) any of the * Alamin) meaning, " did we 
not tell you that you should not have anyone as a guest' He reminded them about their 
womenfolk and what their Lord had created for them in the women of permissible sexual 
relationships. This issue has already been explained and is no need to repeat the discussion 
here. All of this happened while they were still unaware of the inevitable calamity and 
punishment that was about to befall them the following morning. Hence Allah, may He be 
exalted, said to Muhammad , 



(Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) Allah swore by 
the life of His Prophet , which is an immense honor reflecting his high rank and noble status. 
' Amr bin Malik An-Nakari reported from Abu Al-Jawza' that Ibn 'Abbas said: "Allah has never 



created or made or formed any soul that is dearer to him than Muhammad . I never heard that 
Allah swore by the life of anyone else. Allah says, 



(Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) meaning, by your 
life and the length of your stay in this world, 



(in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) This was reported by Ibn Jarir. 
Qatadah said: 



(in their wild intoxication) "It means - in their misguided state; 



(they were wandering blindly) means - they were playing. " Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas said: 



(Verily, by your life) means by your life, and 



(in their wild intoxica- tion, they were wandering blindly.) means that they were confused." 



(73. So the Sayhah overtook them at the time of sunrise.) (74. And We turned them upside 
down and rained stones of baked clay upon them.) (75. Surely, in this are signs for those who 



see.) (76. And verily, they were right on the highroad.) (77. Surely, there is indeed a sign in 
that for the believers.) 



The Destruction of the People of Lut 

Allah said; 



(So the Sayhah overtook them) This is the piercing sound that came to them when the sun rose, 
which was accompanied by the city being flipped upside down, and stones of baked clay (As- 
Sjjil) raining down upon them. The discussion of As-Sjjil in Surah Hud is a sufficient 
explanation. Allah said: 



(Surely, in this are signs for those who see.) meaning that the traces of the destruction of that 
city are easily visible to any one who ponder about it, whether they look at it with physical 
eyesight or mental and spiritual insight, asMujahid said concerning the phrase, 



(those who see) he said, "those who have insight and discernment." It was reported from Ibn 
'Abbas and Ad-Dahhak that it referred to those who look. Qatadah said: "those who learn 
lessons". 



(those who see) therefore the meaning is "those who ponder". 



The City of Sodom on the Highroad 



(And verily, they were right on the highroad.) meaning that the city of Sodom, which was 
physically and spiritually turned upside down, and pelted with stones until it became a foul 
smelling lake (the Dead Sea), is on a route that is easily accessible until the present day. This is 
like the Ayah, 



(Verily, you pass by them in the morning, and at night. Will you not then reflect) (37:137-138). 



(Surely, there is indeed a sign in that for the believers.) meaning, 'All that We did to the 
people of Lut, from the destruction and the vengeance, to how We saved Lut and his family, 
these are clear signs to those who believe in Allah and His Messengers.' 



(78. And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, were also wrongdoers.) (79. So, We took vengeance on 
them. They are both on an open route, plain to see.) 



The Destruction of the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, the People of Shu ayb 

The Dwellers of Al-Aykah, were the people of Shu' ayb. Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others said 
that Al-Aykah refers to intertwined trees. Their evildoing included associating partners with 
Allah (Shirk), banditry and cheating in weights and measures. Allah punished them with the 
Sayhah (the awful cry or torment), the earthquake, and the torment of the Day of Shadow. 
They lived near the people of Lut, but at a later time, and the people of Lut were known to 
them, which iswhy Allah says, 



(They are both on an open route, plain to see.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others 
said, "a visible route." This iswhy, when Shu' ayb warned his people, he said to them, 



(And the people of Lut are not far off from you!) 11:89 



(80. And verily, the Dwellers of Al-Hijr denied the Messengers.) (81. And We gave them Our 
signs, but they were averse to them.) (82. And they used to hew out dwellings from the 
mountains, (feeling) secure.) (83. But the Sayhah (torment - awful cry) overtook them in the 
early morning.) (84. And all that they used to earn availed them not.) 



The Destruction of the Dwellers of Al-Hijr, Who are the People 

called Thamud 

The Dwellers of the Al Hijr were the people of Thamud who rejected their Prophet, Salih. 
Whoever denies even one Messenger, then he has disbelieved in all of the Messengers, thus 
they are described as rejecting "the Messengers". Allah tells us that he (Salih) brought them 
signs to prove that what he was telling them was true, such as the she-camel which Allah 
created for them out of a solid rock in response to the supplication of Salih. This she-camel was 
grazing on their lands, and the people and the camel took water on alternate days that were 
well-known. When they rebelled and killed it, he said to them, 



("Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a promise which will not be belied.") 
11:65 Allah said: 



(And as for Thamud, We showed them and made the path of truth clear but they preferred 
blindnessto guidance.) 41:17 Allah tells usthat, 



(And they used to hew out dwellings from the mountains, (feeling) secure. ) meaning, they 
were without fear and they had no real need for those houses; it was merely a form of 
extravagance and work without a purpose. This could be seen from their work in the houses in 



the Al-Hijr through which the Messenger of Allah passed on his way to Tabuk. He covered his 
head and urged his camel to go faster, saying to his Companions: 



» 



« 



(Do not enter the dwellings of those who were punished unless you are weeping, and if you do 
not weep then make yourself weep out of fear that perhaps what struck them may also strike 
you.) 



(But the Sayhah (torment - awful cry) overtook them in the early morning.) meaning in the 
morning of the fourth day. 



(And all that they used to earn availed them not.) meaning all of the benefitsthat they used to 
gain from their crops and fruits, and the water which they did not want to share with the she- 
camel that they killed so that it would not reduce their share of the water - all of that wealth 
would not protect them or help them when the command of their Lord came to pass. 



(85. And We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with 
the truth, and the Hour is surely coming, so overlook their faults with gracious forgiveness.) 
(86. Verily, your Lord is the Knowing Creator.) 

The World has been created for some Purpose, then the Hour will 

come 

Allah says, 



(And We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with 
the truth, and the Hour is surely coming), i.e., with justice to - 



(requite those who do evil with that which they have done) 53:31 Allah says, 



(And We did not create the heaven and the earth, and all that is between them without 
purpose! That is what those who disbelieve think! Then let those who disbelieve be warned of 
the Fire!)(38:27) 



("Did you think that We created you in play, and that you would not be brought back to Us" 3d 
exalted be Allah, the Truth, the King, none has the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of 
the Honored Throne!)(23:115-116). Then Allah informed His Prophet about the Hour, and that 
it will be the faults of the idolators when they insult him and reject the Message that he brings 
to them. This is like the Ayah, 



(So turn away from them, and say: "Salam (Peace!)." But they will come to know) (43:89). 
Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: "This was before fighting was prescribed". It is as they said, 
because this Surah was revealed in Makkah and fighting was prescribed after the Hijrah. 



(Verily, your Lord is the Knowing Creator) (15: 86). This is a confirmation of the Day of 
Resurrection and that Allah, may He be exalted, is able to bring the Hour to pass. He is the 
Creator and nothing is beyond Him. He is the Knowing, Who knows what has been dispersed 
from people's bodies and scattered throughout the regions of the earth, as He says: 



(Is not He, Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them Yes, indeed! 
He is the Knowing, Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says 
to it, "Be!" - and it is! &> glorified and exalted is He above all that they associate with Him, and 
in whose Hands isthe dominion of all things, and to Him you shall return. )(36:81-83). 



(87. And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven of the Mathani, and the Grand Qur'an.) 
(88. Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have given to certain classes of them, nor 
grieve over them. And lower your wings to the believers.) 



A Reminder of the Blessing of the Qur'an and the Command to focus 

on its Message 

Allah is saying to His Prophet : Snce We have given you the Grand Qur'an, then do not look at 
this world and its attractions, or the transient delights that we have given to its people in order 
to test them. Do not envy what they have in this world, and do not upset yourself with regret 
for their rejection of you and their opposition to your religion. 



(And lower your wings to the believers who follow you) (26:215) meaning - be gentle with 
them, like the Ayah, 



(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves. It grieves him that you 
should receive any injury or difficulty. He is anxious for you, for the believers - he is full of 
pity, kind and merciful)(9:128). There were some differences among the scholars over the 
meaning of "seven of the Mathani". Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn ' Umar, Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and others said that they are the seven long (Surahs), meaning Al-Baqarah, 
Al- ' Imran, An-Nisa', Al-Ma'idah, Al-An' am, Al-A' raf and Yunus. There are texts to this effect 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas and Sa' id bin Jubayr. Sa' id said: "In them, Allah explains the 
obligations, the Hudud (legal limits), stories and rulings." Ibn 'Abbas said, "He explains the 
parables, stories and lessons." The second opinion is that they (the seven of the Mathani) are 
Al-Fatihah, which is composed of seven Ayat. This was reported from 'Ali, 'Umar, Ibn Mas' ud 
and Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn 'Abbas said: "The Bismillah, is completing seven Ayah, which Allah has 
given exclusively to you (Muslims)." This is also the opinion of Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, 'Abdullah 
bin ' Umayr, Ibn Abi Mulaykah, Shahr bin Hawshab, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Mujahid. Al-Bukhari, 
may Allah have mercy on him, recorded two Hadiths on this topic. (The first) was recorded 
from Abu Sa' id bin Al-Mu' alia, who said: "The Prophet passed by me while I was praying. He 
called out for me but I did not come until I finished my prayer. Then I came to him, and He 
asked, 



« » 

(What stopped you from coming to me) I said, ' I was praying'. He said, 

yas hall A ton diD") » 



(O you who believe! Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) Messenger when he calls you. 
8:24 



« 

(Shall I not teach you the most magnificent Surah before I leave the Masjid) Then the Prophet 
went to leave the Masjid, and I reminded him, so he said, 



("Al-Hamdu Lillahi Rabbil-'Alamin All praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that 
exists )(1:2). 

« 

(This is the seven of the Mathani and the Qur'an which I have been given.)" (The second Hadith) 
was reported from Abu Hurayrah who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Umm Al-Qur'an (the Mother or the Essence of the Qur'an,) is the seven Mathani, and the Grand 
Qur'an.) This means that Al-Fatihah is the seven Mathani and the Grand Qur'an, but this does 
not contradict the statement that the seven Mathani are the seven long Surahs, because they 
also share these attributes, as does the whole Qur'an. As Allah says, 



(Allah has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur'an), its parts resembling each other 
in goodness and truth, oft-recited) (39:23). So it is oft-recited in one way, and its parts 
resemble one another in another way, and this is also the Grand Qur'an. 



(Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have given to certain classes of them) 20: 
131 meaning, be content with the Grand Qur'an that Allah has given to you, and do not long 
for the luxuries and transient delights that they have. 



(Look not with your eyes ambitiously) AI-* Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said: "He in this Ayah 
forbade a man to wish for what his companion has." 



(at what We have given to certain classes of them,) Mujahid said: "This refersto the rich. 



(89. And say (0 Muhammad): "I am indeed a plain warner.") (90. As We have sent down on the 
Muqtasimin (conspiring confederates),) (91. Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) (92. So, by 
your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account.) (93. For all that they used to do.) 



The Messenger is a Plain Warner 

Allah commanded His Prophet to tell the people: 



(I am indeed a plain warner) coming to warn the people of a severe punishment that they will 
suffer if they reject him, as happened to those nations before them who disbelieved in their 
Messengers, upon whom Allah sent His punishment and vengeance. In the two Sahihs it is 
reported from Abu Musathat the Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(The parable of myself and that with which Allah has sent me is that of a man who came to his 
people and said, '0 people! I have seen the invading army with my own eyes, and I am a 



naked warner, so escape, escape!' Some of his people obeyed him and set out at nightfall, 
setting off at a slow pace and managing to escape. Others did not believe him and stayed 
where they were until the next morning when the invading army overtook them and destroyed 
them, wiping them out. This is the parable of the one who obeys me and follows what I have 
brought, and the example of the one who disobeys me and rejects the truth that I have 
brought.) 



Explanation of "Al-Muqtasimin 



(the Muqtasimin) refers to those who had made a pact to oppose, deny, and insult the 
Prophets. Smilarly, Allah tells us about the people of Salih: 



(They said, "Swear to one another Taqasamu by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack 
on him and his household") 27:49 i.e., they plotted to kill him at night. Mujahid said 
"Taqasamu means they swore an oath." 



(And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up one who 
dies) (16:38). 



((It will be said): "Did you not before swear that you would not leave (the world for the 
Hereafter)) (14:44) 



(Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy) 7:49 It is as if 
they took an oath for every single thing that they denied in this world, so they are called the 
Muqtasimin. 



(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) meaning, they have split up the Books that were 
revealed to them, believing in parts of them and rejecting parts of them. Al-Bukhari reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) "They are the People of the Book, who divided the 
Book into parts, believing in some of it, and rejecting some of it." Some have said that Al- 
Mutaqasimin refers to the Quraysh, that the Qur'an means this Qur'an as opposed to the 
Scriptures of the People of the Book , and that "made it into parts" referred to what ' Ata' said 
that some of them said that he (the Prophet ) was a sorcerer, some said he was crazy, or a 
soothsayer. These various allegations were the parts. This opinion was also reported from Ad- 
Dahhak and others. Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from ibn 'Abbas that Al-Walid bin Al- 
Mughirah - holding a noble position among the people - rallied a group of Quraysh behind him 
when Al-Mawsim (the time for pilgrims to meet in Makkah for Hajj) had come. He said to them, 
"0 people of Quraysh! The time of Al-Mawsim has come, and delegations of Arabs will come to 
you during this time. They will have heard some things about this companion of yours (meaning 
the Prophet ), so agree on one opinion, let there be no contradicting or denials of each other's 
sayings". They said, "And you, O Abu ' Abd Shams, give us an opinion and we will say that." He 
said, "No, you make the suggestions and I will listen." They said, "We say he is a soothsayer." He 
said, "He is not a soothsayer." They said, "We say he is crazy." He said, "He is not crazy." They 
said, "We say he is a poet." He said, "He is not a poet." They said, "We say he is a sorcerer." He 
said, "He is not a sorcerer." They said, "So what should we say" He said, "By Allah, what he says 
is as palatable to the average person as something sweet, so you cannot say anything against 
it without it being obviously false. Therefore the most appropriate thing you can say is that he 
is a sorcerer." So they left having agreed upon that, and Allah revealed concerning them: 



(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) meaning, of different types, and 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do) 
Those were the group who said that about the Messenger of Allah ." 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.) 
Abu Ja' far reported from Ar-Rabr that Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "All the people will be asked about 
two things on the Day of Resurrection: what they used to worship, and what their response was 
to the Messengers." ' Ali bin Abi Talhah repor- ted that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do. 
then he said: 



(So on that Day no question will be asked of man or Jinn as to his sin) (55:39). He said, "They 
will not be asked, ' Did you do such and such' Because Allah knows better than they do about 
that. But He will say, ' Why did you do such and such'" 



(94. Therefore openly proclaim what you have been commanded, and turn away from the 
idolators.) (95. Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers,) (96. Who make another god 
along with Allah; but they will come to know.) (97. Indeed, We know that your breast becomes 
tight because of what they say. ) (98. 3d glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those who 
prostrate themselves (to Him).) (99. And worship your Lord until the certainty (i.e. death) 
comes to you.) 



The Command to proclaim the Truth openly 

Allah commanded His Messenger to convey what He sent him with, to proclaim and spread the 
Message, which means confronting the idolators with it. Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(Therefore openly proclaim that what you have been commanded,) means, "Go ahead with it." 
According to another report it means, ( ) "Therefore proclaim that which you 

commanded." Mujahid said, "It is reciting the Qur'an aloud during prayer." Abu ' Ubaydah 
reported that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Prophet was still practicing and preaching Islam 
secretly until this Ayah was revealed: 



(Therefore openly proclaim that which you are commanded) then he and his Companions came 
out into the open." 



The Command to turn away from the Idolators, and the Guarantee 
of Protection against the Mockers 



Allah's statement, 



(and turn away from idolators. Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers.) meaning - 
convey that which has been revealed to you by your Lord, and do not pay attention to the 
idolators who want to turn you away from the signs of Allah. 



(They wish that you should compromise for them, so that they would compromise for you) 
(68:9). Do not fear them because Allah will suffice you against them, and He will protect you 
from them. This is like the Ayah: 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim that which has been revealed to you from your Lord. And if you do not 
do it, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind.) 5:67 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said: "The great ones of the mockers were five people, who were elders 
and noblemen among their people. From Bani Asad bin * Abd AI-' Uzza bin Qusayy there was Al- 
Aswad bin Al-Muttalib Abu Zarrf ah. According to what I heard, the Messenger of Allah () had 
supplicated against him because of the pain and mockery he had suffered at his hands. He had 
said, 



« » 

(0 Allah, make him blind and take (the life of) his son.) From Bani Zahrah there was Al-Aswad 
bin " Abd Yaghuth bin Wahb bin 'Abd Manaf bin Zahrah. From Bani Makhzum there was Al-Walid 
bin Al-Mughirah bin ' Abdullah bin " Umar bin Makhzum. From Bani Sahm bin ' Amr bin Husays 
bin «a' b bin Lu'ayy there was Al-' As bin Wa'il bin Hisham bin Sa' id bin Sa' d. From Khuza' ah 
there was Al-Harith bin At-Talatilah bin 'Amr bin Al-Harith bin 'Abd 'Amr bin Malkan. When 
their evil went to extremes and their mockery of the Messenger of Allah went too far, Allah 
revealed: 



(Therefore openly proclaim that which you are commanded, and turn away from the idolators. 
Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers, who make another god along with Allah; but 
they will come to know.) Ibn Ishaq said: Yazid bin Ruman told me that ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr or 
one of the other scholars said that Jibril came to the Messenger of Allah when he was 
performing Tawaf around the House (the Ka' bah). He stood and the Messenger of Allah stood 
next to him. Al-Aswad Ibn Al-Mutalib passed by, and he threw a green leaf in his face, and he 
became blind. Al-Aswad bin * Abd Yaghuth passed by, and he pointed to his stomach, which 
swelled up and he died (of dropsy). Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah passed by, and he pointed at a 
wound on lower of his ankle, which he got two years earlier when He once was trailing his 
garment and he passed by a man who was feathering his arrows. One of the arrows got caught 
in his garment and scratched his foot. It was an insignificant wound, but now it opened again 
and he died of it. AI-' As bin Wa'il passed by, and he pointed to the instep of his foot. He (Al- 
' As) set off on his donkey, heading for At-Ta'if. He rested by a thorny tree, a thorn pierced his 
foot and he died from it. Al-Harith bin At -Tal at i I ah passed by and he pointed at his head. It 
filled with pus and killed him." 



(Who make another god along with Allah; but they will come to know.) This is a strong warning 
and grave threat against those who have other deities along with Allah. 



Encouragement to bear Difficulties, and the Command to glorify 

and worship Allah until Death 

Allah said, 



(Indeed, We know that your breast becomes tight because of what they say. So glorify the 
praises of your Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him).) meaning " We know, 
Muhammad, that you are distressed by their insults towards you, but do not let that weaken 
your resolve or cause you to give up conveying the Message of Allah. Put your trust in Him, for 
He will suffice you and will support you against them. Keep yourself busy with remembering 



Allah, praising Him, glorifying Him, and worshipping Him (which means Salah, or prayer)' Hence 
Allah says: 



(So glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him)) Imam 
Ahmad reported from Nif aym bin Hammar that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(Allah said, "0 son of Adam! It is not too difficult for you to perform four Rak'at at the 
beginning of the day, (and if you do them,) I will take care of you until the end of it.") 



(And worship your Lord until the certainty comes to you) (15: 99). Al-Bukhari said: "Salim said, 
" (This means) death.'" This Salim is Salim bin ' Abdullah bin ' Umar. Ibn Jarir also recorded from 
Salim bin 'Abdullah, 



(And worship your Lord until the Yaqin comes to you.) He said, "Death." It is reported in the 
Sahih from Umm Al-' Ala'- one of the women of the Ansar - that when the Messenger of Allah 
entered upon 'Uthman bin Maz' un after he had died, Umm Al-' Ala' said, "May the mercy of 
Allah be upon you, Abu As-Sa' ib. My testimony over you is that Allah has honored you." The 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(How do you know that Allah has honored him) I said, "May my father and mother be sacrificed 
for you, Messenger of Allah! If not him, then who else" He said, 



» 



« 



(As far as he is concerned, the death has come to him, and I hope for good for him.) This is 
evidence that the meaning of this Ayah, 



(And worship your Lord until the certainty comes to you.) is that acts of worship, such as 
prayer and the like, are obligatory on man so long as his mind is sound, so he should pray 
according to his best ability. It was reported in Sahih Al-Bukhari from ' Imran bin Husayn that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Pray standing, and if you cannot, then sitting, and if you cannot, then on your side.) From this 
we may understand that it is a mistake to interpret Yaqin (the certainty) as Ma' rifah ("spiritual 
knowing") as some of the Sufis do. According to them, when one of them attains the level of 
Ma' rifah, they consider him to be free of these obligations. This is disbelief, misguidance and 
ignorance. The Prophets - peace be upon them - and their companions, were the most 
knowledgeable of people about Allah, about His rights, His attributes, and the glorification that 
He deserves. But at the same time, they were the people who worshipped Him the most, 
continuing in good deeds until the time they died. Therefore, what is meant by Yaqin here is 
death, as we have stated above. To Allah be praise and thanks. Praise be to Allah for His 
guidance. It isto Him that we turn for help and it is in Him that we put our trust. He isthe One 
Whom we ask to help us to reach the best of circumstances, for He isthe Most Generous and 
Kind. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hijr. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 

The Tafsir of Surat An-Nahl 

(Chapter - 1 6) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. The Event ordained by Allah has indeed come, so do not seek to hasten it. Glorified and 
Exalted be He above all that they associate as partners with Him.) 



Warning about the approach of the Hour 



Allah is informing about the approach of the Hour in the past tense in Arabic in order to 
confirm that it will undoubtedly come to pass. This is like the following Ayat, in which the 
verbs appear in the past tense in Arabic: 



(Mankind's reckoning has drawn near them, while they turn away in heedlessness.) 21:1 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft.) 54:1 



(so do not seek to hasten it.) means, what was far is now near, so do not try to rush it. As Allah 
said, 



(And they ask you to hasten the torment (for them), and had it not been for a term appointed, 
the torment would certainly have come to them. And surely, it will come upon them suddenly 
while they are unaware! They ask you to hasten on the torment. And verily! Hell, of a surety, 
will encompass the disbelievers) (29:53-54). Ibn Abi Hatim reported from ' Uqbah bin 'Amir 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« : 

(When the Hour approaches, a black cloud resembling a shield will emerge upon from the west. 
It will continue rising in the sky, then a voice will call out, " mankind!' The people will say to 
one another, ' Did you hear that' Same will say, 'yes', but others will doubt it. Then a second 
call will come, " mankind!' The people will say to one another, " Did you hear that' And they 
will say, 'Yes.' Then a third call will come, '0 mankind!' The Event ordained by Allah has 
indeed come, so do not seek to hasten it.') The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, two men will spread out a cloth, but will never refold it; 
a man will prepare his trough, but will never water his animals from it; and a man will milk his 
camel, but will never drink the milk." Then he said, "The people will be distracted.") Then Allah 
tells us that He is free from their allegations of partners to their worship of idols, and making 
equals for Him. Glorified and exalted be He far above that. These are the people who deny the 
Hour, so He says: 



(Glorified and Exalted be He above all that they associate as partners with Him. 



(2. He sends down the angels with the Ruh (revelation) of His command to those servants of His 
whom He wills (saying): "Warn mankind that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have 
Taqwaof Me.") 



Allah sends Whomever He wills with the Message of Tawhid 



(He sends down the angels with the Ruh) refers to the revelation. This is like the Ayat: 



(And thus We have sent to you a Ruh (revelation) by Our command. You knew not what is the 
Book, nor what is the faith. But We have made it a light by which We guide whomever We will 
among Our servants.) 43:52 



(to those servants of His whom He wills) meaning the Prophets, as Allah says: 



(Allah best knows where to place His Message.) 6:124 



(Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men.) 22:75 



(He sends the Ruh (revelation) by His command to whoever among His servants He wills to, that 
he may warn of the Day of Meeting. The Day when they will (all) come out, nothing about them 



will be hidden from Allah. Whose is the kingdom this Day: It is Allah's, the One, the 
Irresistible!) (40:15-16) 



((saying): "Warn...") meaning that they should alert them. 



(that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have Taqwa of Me.) means, 'fear My 
punishment, if you go against My commands and worship anything other than Me.' 



(3. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. High is He, Exalted above all that 
they associate as partners with Him.) (4. He has created man from a Nutfah, then behold, this 
same (man) becomes an open opponent.) 



Allah is the One Who has created the Heavens, the Earth, and Man 

Allah tells us about His creation of the upper realm, which is the heavens, and the lower realm, 
which is the earth, and everything in them. They have been created for a true purpose, not in 
vain, so that 



(He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done (i.e. punish them in Hell), 
and reward those who do good, with what is best (i.e. Paradise).) 53:31 Then He declares 
Himself to be above the Shirk of those who worship others besides Him. He is independent of 
His creation, alone with no partner or associate. For this reason He deserves to be worshipped 
Alone, without partners. Then He mentions how man has been created from a Nutfah, i.e., 
something that is insignificant, weak and has no value - but when man becomes independent 
and is able to fend for himself - then he begins to dispute with his Lord, may He be exalted, 
and disbelieves in Him and fights His Messengers. But man was created to be a servant, not an 
opponent, as All ah says: 



(And it is He Who has created man from water, and gave him descendants, and made Him 
kindred by marriage, and your Lord is capable (of all things). And they worship besides Allah, 
that which can neither profit them nor harm them; and the disbeliever is ever a helper (of 
Shaytan) against his Lord) (25: 54-55). And; 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet, behold he stands as an open 
opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will 
give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life to 
them Who created them the first time! And He is the knower of every creature!") (36:77-79). 
Imam Ahmad and Ibn Majah reported that Busr bin Jahhash said: "The Messenger of Allah spat 
in his palm, then he said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, may He be exalted, says: "O son of Adam, how could you be more powerful than I when 
I have created you from something like this, and when I have fashioned you perfectly and made 



you complete, you walk wearing your two garments and the earth makes a sound (beneath your 
feet). You collect money but do not give anything to anyone, then when the soul of a dying 
person reachesthe throat, you say, ' I want to give in charity', but it istoo late for charity.") 



(5. And the cattle, He has created them for you; in them there is warmth (warm clothing), and 
numerous benefits, and you eat from them.) (6. And there is beauty in them for you, when you 
bring them home in the evening, and as you lead them forth to pasture (in the morning).) (7. 
And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach yourselves except with great 
trouble. Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 



The Cattle are part of the Creation of Allah and a Blessing from Him 

Allah reminds His servants of the blessing in His creation of An' am, this term includes camels, 
cows and sheep, as was explained in detail in Surat Al-An' am where the "eight pairs" are 
mentioned. The blessings include the benefits derived from their wool and hair, from which 
clothes and furnishings are made, from their milk which is drunk, and their young which are 
eaten. Their beauty is a kind of adornment, thus Allah says, 



(And there is beauty in them for you, when you bring them home in the evening.) which is 
when they are brought back from the pasture in the evening. This is a reference to how their 
flanks become fat, their udders fill with milk and their humps become bigger. 



(and as you lead them forth to pasture (in the morning).) meaning when you send them out to 
the pasture in the morning. 



(And they carry your loads) meaning the heavy burdens that you cannot move or carry by 
yourselves 



(to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to yourselves) meaning journeys 
for Hajj, * Umrah, military campaigns, and journeys for the purpose of trading, and so on. They 
use these animals for all kinds of purposes, for riding and for carrying loads, as Allah says: 



(And verily, there is indeed a lesson for you in the An'am (cattle). We give you to drink (milk) 
of that which is in their bellies. And there are numerous (other) benefits in them for you. Of 
them you eat, and on them and on ships you are carried.) (23:21-22) 



(Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, so that some you may ride, and some you may 
eat. And you find (many other) benefits in them; you may reach by their means a desire that is 
in your breasts (i.e. carry your goods, loads), and on them and on ships you are carried. And He 
shows you His Ayat. Which, then of the Ayat of Allah do you deny) (40:79-81). Thus here Allah 
says, after enumerating these blessings, 



(Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, your Lord is the One Who has 
subjugated the An' am (cattle) to you. This is like the Ayat: 



(Do they not see, that of what Our Hands have created, We created the An'am (cattle) for 
them, so that they may own them, and We subdued them so that they may ride some and they 
may eat some.)(36:71-72). 



(And He made mounts for you out of ships and cattle. In order that you may ride on their 
backs, and may then remember the favor of your Lord when you mount upon them, and say: 
"Glory be to the One Who subjected this to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And 
verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!") (43:12-14) Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(In them there iswarmth) refersto clothing; 



(and numerous benefits) refers to the ways in which they derive the benefits of food and drink 
from them." 



(8. And (He has created) horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride, and as an adornment. And 
He creates (other) things of which you have no knowledge.) 



This refers to another category of animals that Allah has created as 

a blessing for His servants; horses, mules and donkeys, all of which 

He made for riding and adornment. 

This is the main purpose for which these animals were created. It was reported in the Two 
Sahihs that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said: "The Messenger of Allah forbade us to eat the meat of 



domestic donkeys, but he allowed us to eat the meat of horses." Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud 
reported with two chains of narration, each of which meet the conditions of Muslim, that Jabir 
said: "On the day of Khaybar we slaughtered horses, mules and donkeys. The Messenger of Allah 
forbade us from eating the mules and donkeys, but he did not forbid us from eating the 
horses." According to Sahih Muslim, Asma' bint Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with them both) 
said: "At the time of the Messenger of Allah we slaughtered a horse and ate it when we were in 
Al-Madinah." 



(9. And it is up to Allah to show the right way. But there are ways that stray. And had He 
willed, He would have guided you all.) 



Explanation of the Different Religious Paths 

When Allah mentioned the animals which may be used for the purpose of physical journeys, He 
also referred to the moral, religious routesthat people may follow. Often in the Qur'an there is 
a shift from physical or tangible things to beneficial spiritual and religious matters, as when 
Allah says, 



(And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness).) 2:197 And, 



(0 Children of Adam! We have granted clothing for you to cover yourselves, as well as for 
adornment; but the raiment of righteousness, that is better.) 7:26 Since Allah mentioned 
cattle and other such animals in this Surah, all of which are ridden or can be used in any way 
necessary, carrying people's necessities for them to distant places and on difficult journeys - 
then He mentions the ways which people follow to try to reach Him, and explains that the right 
way is the one that does reach Him. He says: 



(And it is up to Allah to show the right way.) This is like the Ayat, 



(And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and do not follow the (other) paths, for they 
will separate you away from His path.) 6:153 and, 



((Allah) said: "This isthe way which will lead straight to Me.") (15:41) 



(And it is up to Allah to show the right way.) Mujahid said: "The true way is up to Allah. 



(And it is up to Allah to show the right way.) AI-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said: "It is up to 
Allah to clarify, to explain the guidance and misguidance." This was also reported by Al i bin 
Abi Talhah, and was also the opinion of Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. Hence Allah said: 



(But there are ways that stray.) meaning they deviate from the truth. Ibn 'Abbas and others 
said: "These are the different ways," and various opinions and whims, such as Judaism, 
Christianity and Zoroastrianism. Ibn Mas' ud recited it as ( ) "But among you are those 

who stray. " Then Allah tells us that all of that happens by His will and decree. He says: 



(And had He willed, He would have guided you all.) And Allah says: 



(If your Lord had willed, then all who are in the earth would have believed.) 10:99 



(And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely, have made humanity one Ummah, but they 
will not stop disagreeing. Except those for whom your Lord has granted mercy. And it is for this 
that He did create them; and the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled (i.e. His saying): "Surely, 
I shall fill Hell with Jinn and men all together.") (11:118-119). 



(10. He it is Who sends water down from the sky; from it you drink and from it (grows) the 
vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture. ) (11. With it He causes crops to grow for 
you, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, and every kind of fruit. Verily, in this there is 
indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people who give thought.) 



The Blessings of Rain, and explaining how it is one of the Signs 

When Allah mentions the blessings of cattle and other animals that He has granted mankind, He 
then mentions how He has blessed them by sending rain down from the sky above, which has 
been fulfilling the needs and bringing joy to people and their cattle. Allah says: 



(from it you drink) meaning, He made it fresh and pure so that they can drink it, not salty and 
undrinkable. 



(and from it (grows) the vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture.) meaning, from it 
He raised plants on which your cattle graze. Ibn 'Abbas, " Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Ibn 
Zayd, all said that this refersto grazing animals including camels. 



(With it He causes crops to grow for you, olives, date palms, grapes, and every kind of fruit.) 
meaning, with this one kind of water, He makes the earth sprout plants with different tastes, 
colors, scents and shapes. For this reason He says, 



(Verily, in this there is indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people who give 
thought.) meaning, this is a sign and a proof that there is no god besides Allah, as He says: 



(Is not He (better than your gods) Who created the heavens and the earth, and sends water 
down for you from the sky, from which We cause wonderful gardens full of beauty and delight 
to grow You are not able to cause the growth of their trees. Is there any ilah (god) with Allah 
Nay, but they are a people who make equals (to Him)!) (27:60). 



(12. And He has subjected the night and the day for you, and the sun and the moon; and the 
stars are subjected by His command. Surely, in this are proofs for people who understand.) (13. 
And all He has created of varying colors on the earth for you. Verily, in this is a sign for people 
who reflect.) 



Signs in the Subjection of Night and Day, the Sun and the Moon, and 

in that which grows on Earth 

Allah mentions the mighty signs and immense blessings to be found in His subjection of night 
and day, which follow one another; the sun and moon, which revolve; the stars, both fixed and 
moving through the skies, offering light by which people may find their way in the darkness. 
Each of (these heavenly bodies) travels in its own orbit, which Allah has ordained for it, and 
travels in the manner prescribed for it, without deviating in any way. All of them are under His 
subjugation, His control and His decree, as Allah says: 



(Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in Six Days, and then He 
rose (Istawa) over the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, 
and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars (all) subjected to His command. Surely, His is 
the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) (7:54) Thus Allah 
says; 



(Surely, in this are proofs for people who understand.) meaning, they are indications of His 
immense power and might, for those who think about Allah and understand His signs. 



(And whatsoever He has created of varying colors on the earth for you. ) When Allah points out 
the features of the skies, He also points out the wondrous things that He has created on earth, 
the variety of its animals, minerals, plants and inanimate features, all having different colors 
and shapes, benefits and qualities. 



(Verily, in this is a sign for people who reflect.) meaning (those who remember) the blessings 
of Allah and give thanks to Him for them. 



(14. And He it is Who subjected the sea (to you), that you may eat from the fresh tender meat, 
and that you bring forth out of it ornamentsto wear. And you see the ships plowing through it, 
that you may seek from His bounty and that you may perhaps be grateful.) (15. And He has 
driven firm standing mountains into the earth, lest it should shake with you; and rivers and 
roads, that you may guide yourselves. (16. And (by the) landmarks; and by the stars, they guide 
themselves.) (17. Is then He Who creates the same as one who creates, not Will you not then 
reflect) (18. And if you would try to count the favors of Allah, you would never be able to 
count them. Truly, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Signs in the Oceans, Mountains, Rivers, Roads and Stars 

Allah tells us how He has subjected the seas, with their waves lapping the shores, and how He 
blesses His servants by subjecting the seas for them so that they may travel on them, and by 
putting fish and whales in them, by making their flesh permissible to eat - whether they are 
caught alive or dead - at all times, including when people are in a state of Ihram. He has 
created pearls and precious jewels in the oceans, and made it easy for His servants to recover 
ornaments that they can wear from the ocean floor. He made the sea such that it carries the 
ships which plow through it. He is the One Who taught mankind to make ships, which is the 
inheritance of their forefather Nuh. He was the first one to travel by ship, he was taught how 
to make them, then people took this knowledge from him and passed it down from generation 
to generation through the centuries, so that they could travel from country to country and 
from place to place, bringing goods from here to there and from there to here. Thus Allah says: 



(that you may seek from His bounty and that you may perhaps be grateful.) - for His bounty and 
blessings. Then Allah mentions the earth and how He placed in it mountains standing firm, 



which make it stable and keep it from shaking in such a manner that the creatures dwelling on 
it would not be able to live. Hence Allah says, 



(And the mountains He has fixed firmly.) (79: 32). 



(and rivers and roads) meaning He has made rivers which flow from one place to another, 
bringing provision for His servants. The rivers arise in one place, and bring provision to people 
living in another place. They flow through lands and fields and wildernesses, through mountains 
and hills, until they reach the land whose people they are meant to benefit. They meander 
across the land, left and right, north and south, east and west - rivers great and small - flowing 
sometimes and ceasing sometimes, flowing from their sources to the places where the water 
gathers, flowing rapidly or moving slowly, as decreed by Allah. There is no god besides Him and 
no Lord except Him. He also made roads or routes along which people travel from one land or 
city to another, and He even made gaps in the mountains so that there would be routes 
between them, as He says: 



(And We placed broad highways for them to pass through.) 21:31 



(And landmarks) meaning, signs like great mountains and small hills, and soon, things that land 
and seatravelers use to find their way if they get lost. 



(and by the stars (during the night), they (mankind) guide themselves.) meaning, in the 
darkness of the night. This was the opinion of Ibn ' Abbas. 



Worship is Allah's Right 

Then Allah tells us of His greatness, and that worship should be directed to Him alone, not to 
any of the idols which do not create but are rather themselves created. Thus He says 



(Is then He, Who creates, the same as one who does not create Will you not then 
reflect)(1 6:17). Then He shows His servants some of the many blessings He granted for them, 
and the many kinds of things that He has done for them. He says; 



(And if you would try to count the favors of Allah, you would never be able to count them. 
Truly, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (16:18) meaning that He pardons and forgives them. If 
He were to ask you to thank Him for all of His blessings, you would not be able to do so, and if 
He were to command you to do so, you would be incapable of it. If He punishes you, He is 
never unjust in His punishment, but He is Forgiving and Most Merciful, He forgives much and 
rewards for little. Ibn Jarir said: "It means that Allah is Forgiving when you fail to thank Him 
properly, if you repent and turn to Him in obedience, and strive to do that which pleases Him. 
He is Merciful to you and does not punish you if you turn to Him and repent." 



(19. And Allah knows what you conceal and what you reveal.) (20. Those whom they invoke 
besides Allah have not created anything, but are themselves created.) (21. (They are) dead, 
not alive; and they do not know when they will be resurrected.) Allah tells us that He knows 
what is hidden in people's hearts as well as what is apparent. He will reward or punish 
everyone for their deeds on the Day of Resurrection. If their deeds are good then they will be 
rewarded, and if their deeds are evil, then they will be punished. 



The gods of the Idolatorsare Created, they do not create 

Then Allah tells us that the idols which people call on instead of Him cannot create anything, 
they are themselves created, as Al-Khalil (Ibrahim) said: 



("Do you worship that which you (yourselves) carve While Allah has created you and what you 
make!") (37: -96). 



((They are) dead, not alive) means, they are inanimate and lifeless, they do not hear, see, or 
think. 



(and they know not when they will be resurrected.) meaning, they do not know when the Hour 
will come, so how can anyone hope for any benefit or reward from these idols They should 
hope for it from the One Who knows all things and isthe Creator of all things. 



(22. Your god is one God. But for those who believe not in the Hereafter, their hearts are in 
denial, and they are proud.) (23. Certainly, Allah knows what they conceal and what they 
reveal. Truly, He does not like the proud.) 



None is to be worshipped except Allah 

Allah tells us that there is none to be worshipped besides Him, the One, the Unique, the Lone, 
the Self-Sufficient . He tells us that the hearts of the disbelievers deny that and are astonished 
by that: 



("Has he made the gods (all) into One God! Verily, this is a curious thing!") (38:5). 



(And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter 
are filled with disgust, and when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!) 
(39:45). 



(and they are proud) meaning they are too proud to worship Allah, and their hearts reject the 
idea of singling Him out, as Allah says: 



(Verily! Those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) 40:60 So here, 
Allah says; 



(Certainly), meaning truly, 



(Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal.) meaning He will requite them for that 
in full. 



(Truly, He does not like the proud.) 



(24. And when it is said to them: "What is it that your Lord has revealed" They say: "Tales of the 
men of old!") (25. They will bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also 
the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge. Evil indeed is that which they shall 
bear!) 



The Destruction of the Disbelievers and Intensification of their 
Punishment for rejecting the Revelation 

Allah informs us that when it is said to those liars, 



("What is it that your Lord has revealed" They say,) not wanting to answer, 



("Tales of the men of old!") meaning nothing is revealed to him, what he is reciting to us is just 
tales of the men of old, taken from the previous Books. As Allah says, 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") (25:5) i.e., they tell lies against the Messenger and say things 
contradicting one another, but all of it is false, as Allah says, 



(Look at the parables they make of you, so they have gone astray, and they are not able to find 
the right way.)(17:48) Once they have gone beyond the bounds of the truth, whatever they say 
will be in error. They used to say that he (the Prophet ) was a sorcerer, a poet, a soothsayer, 
or a madman, then they settled on an idea proposed by their leader, an individual known as Al- 
Walid bin Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi, when: 



(He thought, and plotted. 3d let him be cursed, how he plotted! And once more let him be 
cursed, how he plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered 
way; then he turned back, and was proud. Then he said: "This is nothing but the magic of old.") 
(74:18-24) meaning something that had been transmitted and passed down. So they dispersed 
having agreed on this opinion, may Allah punish them. 



(They will bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also of the burdens of 
those whom they misled without knowledge.) meaning, 'We decreed that they would say that, 
so they will carry the burden of their own sins and some of the burden of those who followed 
them and agreed with them,' i.e., they will be held guilty not only for going astray themselves, 
but also for tempting others and having them follow them. As it says in a Hadith: 



» 



« 



(Whoever invites people to guidance, he will receive a reward like that of those who follow 
him, without diminishing their reward in the least. And whoever invites people to misguidance, 
he will bear a burden of sin like that of those who follow him, without diminishing their burden 
in the least.) Allah says; 



(They shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own; and they shall be 
questioned about their false allegations on the Day of Resurrection.) (29:13) AI-'Awfi reported 
from Ibn ' Abbasthat it is like the Ayah: 



(That they may bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also of the 
burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge.) (16:25) Allah says, 



(They shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own) (29:13). Mujahid said: 
"They will bear the burden of their own sins, and they will bear the sins of those who obeyed 
them, but that will not lessen the punishment of those who obeyed them at all." 



(26. Those before them indeed plotted, but Allah struck at the foundation of their building, the 
roof fell down upon them from above them, and the torment overtook them from directions 
they did not perceive.) (27. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, He will disgrace them and will 
say: "Where are My (so-called) partners, those over which you caused so much discord" Those 
who have been given the knowledge will say: "Indeed it is a Day of disgrace and misery for the 
disbelievers.") 



Discussion about what the previous Peoples did, and what was done 

to Them 



(Those before them indeed plotted,) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "This refers to 
Namrud (Nimrod), who built the tower." Qhers said that it refers to Bukhtanassar 



(Nebuchadnezzar). The correct view is that this is said by way of example, to refute what was 
done by those who disbelieved in Allah and associated others in worship with Him. As Nuh said, 



("And they have hatched a mighty scheme.") (71:22) meaning, they used all sorts of ploys to 
misguide their people, and tempted them to join them in their Shirk via all possible means. On 
the Day of Resurrection their followers will say to them: 



("Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, when you ordered usto disbelieve in Allah and 
set up rivals to Him!") (34:33) 



(but Allah struck at the foundation of their building.) meaning, He uprooted it and brought 
their effortsto naught. This is like the Ayah: 



(Every time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it.) 5:64 and 



(But Allah's (torment) reached them from a place where they were not expecting it, and He 
cast terror into their hearts so that they destroyed their own dwellings with their own hands 
and the hands of the believers. So then take admonition, Oyou with eyes (to see).) 59:2 Allah 
says here: 



(but Allah struck at the foundation of their building, and then the roof fell down upon them, 
from above them, and the torment overtook them from directions they did not perceive. Then, 
on the Day of Resurrection, He will disgrace them) 16:26-27 meaning, He will expose their 
scandalous deeds and what they used to hide in their hearts, and He will bring it out in the 
open. As He says, 



(The Day when all the secrets will be (exposed and) examined. ) (86:9) They will be displayed 
and made known, astound in the Two Sahihs, where Ibn ' Umar reported that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection a banner will be set up by his backside for every deceitful person, 
(whose size is) in accordance with the amount of his deceit. It be said, "This is the one who 
deceived so-and-so, the son of so-and-so.") Thus, what they used to plot in secret will be made 
public. Allah will humiliate them before all of His creation, and the Lord will say to them, in 
rebuke and reprimand; 



(Where are My (so-called) partners, those over which you caused so much discord) meaning, 
you fought and made enemies for their sake, so where are they now to help and save you 



(Can they help you or (even) help themselves) 26:93 



(Then will (man) have no power, nor any helper.) 86:10 When evidence and proof is 
established against them, and the Word (of Allah) is justified against them, and they will be 
unable to give any excuse, realizing that escape is impossible, then 



(Those who have been given the knowledge will say) who are the leaders in this world and the 
Hereafter and who know about the truth in this world and the Hereafter - will say, 



(Indeed it is a Day of disgrace and misery for the disbelievers.) meaning, today those who 
disbelieved in Allah and worshipped others who have no power either to benefit or to harm 
them are now surrounded by disgrace and punishment. 



(28. Those whose lives the angels take while they are doing wrong to themselves. Then, they 
will (falsely) submit (saying): "We did not do any evil." (The angels will reply): "Yes! Truly, Allah 
is Most Knowing of what you did.") (29. "So enter the gates of Hell, to abide therein, and 
indeed, what an evil abode there is for the arrogant.") 



The Condition of the Disbeliever during and after Death 

Allah informs us of the state of the idolators who are doing wrong to themselves when death 
approaches and the angels come to seize their evil souls. 



(Then, they will (falsely) submit) meaning, they will make it appear as if they used to listen 
and obey by saying, 



(We did not do any evil.) Similarly, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, 



(By Allah, our Lord, we were not idolators.) 6:23 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they 
sweartoyou.) 58:18 Allah says, rejecting what they say, 



("Yes! Truly, Allah is Most Knowing of what you did. So enter the gates of Hell, to abide 
therein, and indeed, what an evil abode there is for the arrogant.") (16:28-29), meaning, a 
miserable position in the abode of humiliation for those who were too arrogant to pay atten- 
tion to the signs of Allah and follow His Messengers. They will enter Hell from the day they die 
with their souls, and their bodies will feel the heat and hot winds of their graves. When the 
Day of Resurrec- tion comes, their souls will be reunited with their bodies, to abide forever in 
the fire of Hell, and 



(It will not be complete enough to kill them nor shall its torment be lightened for them.) 
(35:36) As Allah says, 



(The Fire, they are exposed to it morning and afternoon. And on the Day when the Hour will be 
established (it will be said to the angels): "Cause Fir'awn's people to enter the severest 
torment!") (40:46). 



(30. And (when) it is said to those who had Taqwa (piety and righteousness), "What is it that 
your Lord has revealed" They say: "That which is good." For those who do good in this world, 
there is good, and the home of the Hereafter will be better. And excellent indeed will be the 
home (i.e. Paradise) of those who have Taqwa.) (31. ' Adn (Eden) Paradise (Gardens of 
Eternity) which they will enter, under which rivers flow, in it they will have all that they wish. 
Thus Allah rewards those who have Taqwa.) (32. Those whose lives the angels take while they 
are in a pious state saying (to them) "Salamun ' Alaikum (peace be on you!). Enter Paradise 
because of what (good) you used to do (in the world).") 

What the Pious say about the Revelation, their Reward and their 
Condition during and after Death 

Here we are told about the blessed, as opposed to the doomed, who, when they are asked, 



(What is it that your Lord has revealed) they will reluctantly answer, "He did not reveal 
anything, these are just the fables of old." But the blessed, on the other hand, will say, "That 
which is good," meaning - He revealed something good, meaning mercy and blessings for those 
who followed it and believed in it. Then we are told about Allah's promise to His servants which 
He revealed to His Messengers. He says: 



(For those who do good in this world, there is good) This is like the Ayah, 



(Whoever works righteousness - whether male or female - while being a true believer verily, to 
him We will give a good life, and We shall certainly reward them in proportion to the best of 
what they used to do.) (16:97), which means that whoever does good in this world, Allah will 
reward him for his good deeds in this world and in the next. Then we are told that the home of 
the Hereafter will be better, i.e., better than the life of thisworld, and that the reward in the 
Hereafter will be more complete than the reward in this life, as Allah says, 



(But those who were given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward of Allah (in the 
Hereafter) is better) 28:80 and, 



(and what is with Allah for the righteous is better.) 3:198 and; 



(Although the Hereafter is better and enduring) (87:17). Allah said to His Messenger 



(And indeed the Hereafter is better for you than the present) (93:4). Then Allah describes the 
abode of the Hereafter, saying, 



(And excellent indeed will be the home (i.e. Paradise) of those who have Taqwa.) 



(* Adn (Eden) Paradise (Gardens of Eternity)) refers to the home of the Muttaqun, i.e., in the 
Hereafter they will have Gardens of Eternity in which they will dwell forever. 



(under which rivers flow) meaning, between its trees and palaces. 



(in it they will have all that they wish) this is like the Ayah: 



(in it (there will be) all that souls could desire, and all that eyes could delight in, and in it you 
will live forever.) 43:71 



(Thus Allah rewards those who have Taqwa.) meaning, this is how Allah rewards everyone who 
believes in Him, fears Him, and does good deeds. Then Allah tells us about their condition 
when death approaches them in a good state, i.e., free from Shirk, impurity and all evil. The 
angels greet them and give them the good news of Paradise, as Allah says: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah (alone)," and then behave righteously, on them the 
angels will descend (at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the 
good news of Paradise as you have been promised! We have been your friends in the life of this 
world and are (so) in the Hereafter. In it you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and in it 
you shall have (all) that you ask for. An entertainment from (Allah), the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. ") (41: 30: 32) We have already referred to the Hadithsthat have been reported on the 
taking of the soul of the believer and the soul of the disbeliever, when we discussed the Ayah, 



(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they 
will keep on worshipping Allah Alone and none else), and in the Hereafter. And Allah will cause 
the wrongdoers to stray, and Allah does as He wills.) (14:27) 



(33. Are they but waiting for the angels to come to them, or there comes the command of your 
Lord Thus did those before them. And Allah did not wrong them, but they were wronging 
themselves.) (34. Then, they were afflicted by their evil deeds, and they were surrounded by 
that which they used to mock.) 



The Disbelievers' Refrain from Faith means that They were simply 

awaiting Punishment 

Threatening the idolatorsfor their persistence in falsehood and their conceited delusions about 
this world, Allah says: Are these people waiting only for the angelsto come and take their souls 
Qatadah said: 



(Or there comes the command of your Lord) means the Day of Resurrection and the terror that 
they will go through." 



(Thus did those before them.) means, thus did their predecessors and those who were like 
them among the idolators persist in their Shirk, until they tasted the wrath of Allah and 
experienced the punishment and torment that they suffered. 



(And Allah did not wrong them.) because by sending His Messengers and revealing His Books He 
gave them enough warning and clearly demonstrated His proofs to them. 



(but they were wronging themselves.) meaning, by opposing the Messengers and denying what 
they brought. For this reason Allah's punishment tormented them. 



(they were surrounded) meaning, they were overwhelmed by the painful torment. 



(by that which they used to mock.) meaning, they used to make fun of the Messengers when 
they warned them Allah's punishment, and for this it will be said to them on the Day of 
Resurrection: 



(This isthe Fire which you used to belie.) (52:14). 



(35. And those who worshipped others with Allah said: "If Allah had so willed, neither we nor 
our fathers would have worshipped any but Him nor would we have forbidden anything without 
(a command from) Him." Those before them did the same. Then! Are the Messengers charged 
with anything but to clearly convey the Message) (36. And We have indeed sent a Messenger to 
every Ummah (community, nation) (saying): "Worship Allah (Alone), and shun the Taghut (all 
false deities). " Then among them were some whom Allah guided, and among them were some 
who deserved to be left to stray. So travel through the land and see the end of those who 
denied (the truth).) (37. Even if you desire that they be guided, then verily, Allah does not 
guide those whom He allowed to stray, and they will have no helpers.) 



The I dol at or s Argument that their Shirk was Divinely decreed, and 

the Refutation of this Claim 

Allah tells us about the idolators delusion over their Shirk, and the excuse they claimed for it 
based on the idea that it is ordained by divine decree. He says: 



((They say:) "If Allah had so willed, neither we nor our fathers would have worshipped any but 
Him, nor would we have forbidden anything without (a command from) Him.") They had 
superstitious customs dealing with certain animals, e.g. the Bahirah the Sa'ibah and the Wasilah 
and other things that they had invented and innovated by themselves, with no revealed 
authority. The essence of what they said was: "If Allah hated what we did, He would have 
stopped by punishing us, and He would not have enabled usto do it." Rejecting their confusing 
ideas, Allah says: 



(Are the Messengers charged with anything but to clearly convey the Message) meaning, the 
matter is not as you claim. It is not the case that Allah did not rebuke your behavior; rather, 
He did rebuke you, and in the strongest possible terms, and He emphatically forbade you from 
such behavior. To every nation - that is, to every generation, to every community of people - 
He sent a Messenger. All of the Messengers called their people to worship Allah (Alone) as well 
as forbidding them from worshipping anything or anybody except for Him. 



(Worship Allah (Alone), and shun the Taghut (all false deities).) Allah continued sending 
Messengers to mankind with this Message, from the first incidence of Shirk that appeared 
among the Children of Adam, in the people to whom Nuh was sent - the first Messenger sent by 
Allah to the people of this earth - until He sent the final Messenger, Muhammad , whose call 
was addressed to both men and Jinn, in the east and in the west. All of the Messengers brought 
the same Message, as Allah says: 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you (0 Muhammad) but We revealed to him 
(saying): None has the right to be worshipped but I (Allah), so worship Me (alone and none 
else).") (21:25) 



(And ask (0 Muhammad) those Messengers of Ours whom We sent before you: "Did We ever 
appointed to be worshipped besides the Most Gracious (Allah)") (43:45) And in this Ayah, Allah 
says: 



(And We have indeed sent a Messenger to every Ummah (community, nation) (saying): "Worship 
Allah (alone), and shun the Taghut (all false deities).") So how could any of the idolatorssay, 



(If Allah had so willed, we would not have worshipped any but Him,) The legislative will of 
Allah is clear and cannot be taken as an excuse by them, because He had forbidden them to do 
that upon the tongue of His Messengers, but by His universal will i.e., by which He allows 
things to occur even though they do not please Him He allowed them to do that as it was 
decreed for them. So there is no argument in that for them. Allah created Hell and its people 
both the Shayatin (devils) and disbelievers, but He does not like His servants to disbelieve. And 
this point constitutes the strongest proof and the most unquestionable wisdom. Then Allah 
informs us that He rebuked them with punishment in this world, after the Messengers issued 
their warning, thus He says: 



(Then among them were some whom Allah guided, and among them were some who deserved 
to be left to stray. So travel through the land and see the end of those who denied (the truth).) 
This means: ask about what happened to those who went against the Messengers and rejected 
the truth, see how: 



(Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers.) (47:10) and, 



(And indeed those before them belied (the Messengers of Allah), so then how terrible was My 
denial (punishment)) (67:18) Then Allah told His Messenger that His eagerness to guide them 
will be of no benefit to them if Allah wills that they should be misguided, as He says: 



(And for whoever Allah wills to try with error, you can do nothing for him against Allah) (5:41). 
Nuh said to his people: 



("And my advice will not profit you, even if I wish to give you good counsel, if Allah's will is to 
keep you ast ray. ")(1 1:34). In this Ayah, Allah says: 



((Even) if you desire that they be guided, then verily, Allah does not guide those whom He 
allowed to stray,) As Allah says: 



(Whomsoever Allah allows to stray, then there is no guide for him; and He lets them wander 
blindly in their transgressions.) (7:186) 



(Truly! Those deserving the Word (wrath) of your Lord will not believe, even if every sign 
should come to them - until they see the painful torment) (10:96-97). 



(then verily, Allah) meaning, this is the way in which Allah does things. If He wills a thing, then 
it happens, and if He does not will a thing, then it does not happen. For this reason Allah says: 



(Allah does not guide those whom He allowed to stray,) meaning the one whom He has caused 
to go astray, so who can guide him apart from Allah No one. 



(And they will have no helpers.) means, they will have no one to save them from the 
punishment of Allah, 



(Surely, His is the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) 
(7:54). 



(38. And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up one who 
dies. Yes, (He will raise them up), a promise (binding) upon Him in truth, but most of mankind 
know not.) (39. In order that He may make clear to them what they differed over, and so that 
those who disbelieved may know that they were liars.) (40. Verily, Our Word to a thing when 
We intend it, isonly that We say unto it: "Be!" - and it is.) 



The Resurrection after Death is true, there is Wisdom behind it, 

and it is easy for Allah 

Allah tells us that the idolators swore by Allah their strongest oaths, meaning that they made 
oaths swore fervently that Allah would not resurrect the one who died. They considered that to 
be improbable, and did not believe the Messengers when they told them about that, swearing 
that it could not happen. Allah said, refuting them: 



(Yes), meaning it will indeed happen, 



(a promise (binding) upon Him in truth,) - meaning it is inevitable, 



(but most of mankind know not.) means, because of their ignorance they oppose the 
Messengers and fall into disbelief. Then Allah mentions His wisdom and the reason why He will 
resurrect mankind physically on the Day of Calling (between the people of Fire and of 
Paradise). He says, 



(In order that He may make clear to them) means, to mankind, 



(what they differed over,) means, every dispute. 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done (i. e. punish them in 
Hell), and reward those who do good, with what isbest (i.e. Paradise).) (53:31) 



(and so that those who disbelieved may know that they were liars.) meaning that they lied in 
their oaths and their swearing that Allah would not resurrect those who die. Thus they will be 
pushed down by force to the Fire with horrible force on the Day of Resurrection, and the 
guards of Hell will say to them: 



(This is the Fire which you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see Taste its heat, and 
whether you are tolerant of it or intolerant of it - it is all the same. You are only being 
requited for what you have done.) (52:14-16). Then Allah tells us about His ability to do 
whatever He wills, and that nothing is impossible for Him on earth or in heaven. When He 
wants a thing, all He has to do is say to it "Be!" and it is. The Resurrection is one such thing, 
when He wants it to happen, all He will have to do is issue the command once, and it will 
happen as He wills, as He says: 



(And Our commandment is but one asthe twinkling of an eye) (54:50) and, 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as (the creation and 
resurrection of) a single person. ) 31:28 And in this Ayah, Allah says: 



(Verily, Our Word to a thing when We intend it, is only that We say to it: "Be!" - and it is.) 
meaning, We issue the command once, and then it happens. Allah does not need to repeat or 
confirm whatever He commands, because there is nothing that can stop Him or oppose Him. He 
isthe One, the Compelling, the Almighty, whose power, might and dominion have subjected all 
things. None hasthe right to be worshipped except Him, and there is no Lord other than Him. 



(41. And as for those who emigrated for the cause of Allah, after they had been wronged, We 
will certainly give them good residence in this world, but indeed the reward of the Hereafter 
will be greater; if they but knew!) (42. (They are) those who remained patient, and put their 
trust in their Lord.) 



The Reward of the Muhajirin 

Allah tells us about the reward of those who migrated for His sake, seeking His pleasure, those 
who left their homeland behind, brothers and friends, hoping for the reward of Allah. This may 
have been revealed concerning those who migrated to Ethiopia, those whose persecution at the 
hands of their own people in Makkah was so extreme that they left them and went to Ethiopia 
so that they would be able to worship their Lord. Among the most prominent of these migrants 
were 'Uthman bin ' Affan and his wife Ruqayyah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah , 
Ja'far bin Abi Talib, the cousin of the Messenger , and Abu Salamah bin ' Abdul-Asad, among a 
group of almost eighty sincere and faithful men and women, may Allah be pleased with them. 
Allah promised them a great reward in this world and the next. Allah said: 



(We will certainly give them good residence in this world,) Ibn ' Abbas, Ash-Sha' bi and Qatadah 
said: (this means) "Al-Madinah." It was also said that it meant "good provision". This was the 
opinion of Mujahid. There is no contradiction between these two opinions, for they left their 
homes and wealth, but Allah compensated them with something better in this world. Whoever 
gives up something for the sake of Allah, Allah compensates him with something that is better 
for him than that, and this is what happened. He gave them power throughout the land and 
caused them to rule over the people, so they became governors and rulers, and each of them 



became a leader of the pious. Allah tells us that His reward for the Muhajirin in the Hereafter 
is greater than that which He gave them in this world, as He says: 



(but indeed the reward of the Hereafter will be greater) meaning, greater than that which We 
have given you in this world. 



(if they but knew!) means, if those who stayed behind and did not migrate with them only 
knew what Allah prepared for those who obeyed Him and followed His Messenger . Then Allah 
describes them as: 



(those who remained patient, and put their trust in their Lord.) (16:42), meaning, they bore 
their people's persecution with patience, putting their trust in Allah Who made their end good 
in this world and the Hereafter. 



(43. And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (0 Muhammad) any but men, whom We 
sent revelation. 3d ask Ahl Adh-Dhikr, if you know not.) (44. With clear signs and Books (We 
sent the Messengers). And We have also revealed the Dhikr to you so that you may clearly 
explain to men what was revealed to them, and that perhapsthey may reflect.) 



Only Human Messengers have been Sent 

Ad-Dahhak said, reporting from Ibn 'Abbas: "When Allah sent Muhammad as a Messenger, the 
Arabs, or some of them, denied him and said, 'Allah is too great to send a human being as a 
Messenger.' Then Allah revealed: 



(Is it a wonder to people that We have sent Our Inspiration to a man from among themselves 
(saying): "Warn mankind...") and He said, 



(And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O Muhammad) any but men, whom We sent 
Revelation. S3 ask Ahl Adh-Dhikr, if you know not.), meaning, (ask) the people of the previous 
Books, were the Messengers that were sent to them humans or angels If they were angels, then 
you have the right to find this strange, but if they were human, then you have no grounds to 
deny that Muhammad is a Messenger. Allah says: 



(And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men to whom We revealed, from among 
the people of townships. ) 12:109 and not from among the people of heaven as you say." It 
was reported by Mujahid from Ibn 'Abbas that what is meant by Ahl Adh-Dhikr is the People of 
the Book. This is as Allah says: 



(Say: "Glorified be my Lord! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger" And nothing 
prevented men from believing when the guidance came to them, except that they said: "Has 
Allah sent a man as (His) Messenger") (17:93-94) 



(And We never sent before you (0 Muhammad) any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food 
and walked in the markets.) (25:20) 



(And We did not create them (the Messengers, with) bodies that did not eat food, nor were 
they immortals.)(21:8) 



(Say (0 Muhammad ): "I am not a new thing among the Messengers. ") 46:9 



(Say (0 Muhammad): "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me.") 18:110 Then 
Allah informs those who doubt that a Messenger can be a human to ask those who have 
knowledge of the previous Scriptures about the Prophets who came before: were their Prophets 
humans or angelsThen Allah mentionsthat He has sent them, 



(with clear signs), meaning proof and evidence, and 



(and Books Zubur ), meaning Scriptures. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others said: 
Zubur is the plural of Zabur, and the Arabs say, Zaburtul-Kitab meaning, "I wrote the book." 
Allah says: 



(And everything they have done is noted in (their) Records (of deeds) Zubur ) (54:52) 



(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after the Dhikr that My righteous servant shall inherit 
the land (i.e. the land of Paradise).) (21 : 105) Then Allah says: 



(And We have also revealed the Dhikr to you), meaning the Qur'an, 



(so that you may clearly explain to men what was revealed to them,) meaning, sent down from 
their Lord, because you know the meaning of what Allah has revealed to you, and because of 
your understanding and adherence to it, and because We know that you are the best of 
creation and the leader of the Children of Adam. 3d that you may explain in detail what has 
been mentioned in brief, and explain what is not clear. 



(so that perhaps they may reflect.) meaning, they should examine themselves and be guided by 
it, so that they may attain the victory of salvation in this world and the next. 



(45. Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not cause them to sink into 
the earth, or that torment will not seize them from where they do not perceive it) (46. Or that 
He may punish them in the midst of their going to and fro (in their livelihood), so that there be 
no escape for them (from Allah's punishment)) (47. Or that He may punish them where they 
fear it most Indeed, Your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 



How the Guilty can feel Secure 



Allah informs us about His patience, and how He delays the punishment for the sinners who do 
evil things and call others to do likewise, plotting to call others to do evil - even though He is 
able to make the earth swallow them or to bring Hiswrath upon them. 



(from where they do not perceive it), meaning in such a way that they do not know where it 
comes from. As Allah says: 



(Do you feel secure that He Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not cause you to sink into the 
earth, when it quakes Or do you feel secure that He Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not 
send a storm of stones upon you Then you shall know how My warning really is.) (67:16-17). 



(Or that He may punish them in the midst of their going to and fro) meaning, when they are 
busy with their daily business, travel, and other distracting activities. Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said: 



(Their going to and fro) means their journeys." As Allah says: 



(Did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of Our punishment by night while 
they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of Our 
punishment in the forenoon while they were playing) (7:97-98) 



(so that there be no escape for them (from Allah's punishment)) meaning, it is not impossible 
for Allah, no matter what their situation. 



(Or that He may punish them where they fear it most) meaning, or Allah will take from them 
what they most fear, which is even more frightening, because when the thing you most fear to 
happen does happen, this is even worse. Hence AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(Or that He may punish them where they fear it most) means that Allah is saying: If I wish, I 
can take him after the death of his companion and after he has become frightened of that.' 
This was also reported from Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others. Then Allah says: 



(Indeed your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, because He does not hasten to 
punish, as was reported in the Two Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(No one is more patient in the case of hearing offensive speech than Allah, for they attribute to 
Him a son, while He alone is giving them provision and good health.) And it is also recorded in 
Two Sahihs, 



« » 

(Allah will let the wrongdoer continue until, when He begins to punish him, He will never let 
him go.) Then the Messenger of Allah recited: 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are 
doing wrong. Indeed, Hispunishment ispainful, (and) severe) (11:102) And Allah says: 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then I punished it. 
And to Me isthe (final) return (of all).) (22:48) 



(48. Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows shift from right 
to left, prostrating to Allah while they are humble) (49. And to Allah prostrate all that are in 
the heavens and all that are in the earth, the moving creatures and the angels, and they are 
not proud i.e. they worship their Lord (Allah) with humility .) (50. They fear their Lord above 
them, and they do what they are commanded.) 



Everything prostrates to Allah 

Allah informs us about His might, majesty and pride, meaning that all things submit themselves 
to Him and every created being - animate and inanimate, as well as the responsible - humans 
and Jinns, and the angels - all humble themselves before Him. He tells us that everything that 
has a shadow leaning to the right and the left, i.e., in the morning and the evening, is by its 
shadow, prostrating to Allah. Mujahid said, "When the sun passes its zenith, everything 
prostrates to Allah, may He be glorified." This was also said by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others. 



(while they are humble) means, they are in a state of humility. Mujahid also said: "The 
prostration of every thing is its shadow", and he mentioned the mountains and said that their 
prostrations are their shadows. Abu Ghalib Ash-Shaybani said: "The waves of the sea are its 
prayers". It is as if reason is attributed to these inanimate objects when they are described as 
prostrating, so Allah says: 



(And to Allah prostrate all that are in the heavens and all that are in the earth, of the moving 
creatures) As Allah says: 



(And to Allah (alone) all who are in the heavens and the earth fall in prostration, willingly or 
unwillingly, and so do their shadows in the mornings and in the afternoons.) (13:15) 



(and the angels, and they are not proud.) means, they prostrate to Allah and are not too proud 
to worship Him. 



(They fear their Lord above them) means, they prostrate out of fear of their Lord, may He be 
glorified. 



(and they do what they are commanded.) meaning they continually obey Allah, doing what He 
tellsthem to do and avoiding that which He forbids. 



(51. And Allah said "Do not worship two gods. Indeed, He (Allah) is only One God. Then fear Me 
Alone.) (52. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth and the religion. Will you 
then fear any other than Allah) (53. And whatever of blessings and good things you have, it is 
from Allah. Then, when harm touches you, unto Him you cry aloud for help.) (54. Then, when 
He has removed the harm from you, behold! some of you associate others in worship with their 
Lord (Allah).) (55. 3d they are ungrateful for that which We have given them! Then enjoy 
yourselves but you will soon come to know.) 



Allah Alone is Deserving of Worship 

Allah tells us that there is no god but He, and that no one else should be worshipped except 
Him, alone, without partners, for He is the Sovereign, Creator, and Lord of all things. 



(His is the religion Wasiba) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Maymun bin Mahran, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and others said that this means forever. It was also reported that Ibn x Abbas said, "It 
means obligatory." Mujahid said: "It means purely for Him," i.e., worship is due to Him Alone, 
from whoever is in the heavens and on earth. As Allah says: 



(Do they seek other than the religion of Allah, while to Him submitted all creatures in the 
heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly. And to Him shall they all be returned.) (3:83) 
This is in accordance with the opinion of Ibn ' Abbas and ' Ikrimah, which is that this Ayah is 
merely stating the case. According to the opinion of Mujahid, it is by way of instruction, i.e., it 
is saying: You had better fear associating partners in worship with Me, and be sincere in your 
obedience to Me. As Allah says: 



(Surely, the pure religion (sincere devotion) is for Allah only.) (39:3) Then Allah tells us that He 
is the One Who has the power to benefit and harm, and that the provisions, blessings, good 
health and help, His servants enjoy are from His bounty and graciousness towards them. 



(Then, when harm touches you, to Him you cry aloud for help.) meaning because you know that 
none has the power to remove that harm except for Him, so when you are harmed, you turn to 
ask Him for help and beg Him for aid. As Allah says: 



(And when harm touches you at sea, those that you call upon vanish, except for Him. But when 
He brings you safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful. )(17:67) Here, Allah tells 
us: 



(Then, when He has removed the harm from you, behold! some of you associate others in 
worship with their Lord (Allah). 3d they are ungrateful for that which We have given them!) 
(16:54-55) It was said that the Lam here (translated as "So") is an indicator of sequence, or that 
it serves an explanatory function, meaning, 'We decreed that they would conceal the truth 
and deny the blessings that Allah has bestowed upon them. He is the One Who bestows 
blessings and the One Who removes distress.' Then Allah threatens them, saying: 



(Then enjoy yourselves) meaning, do what you like and enjoy what you have for a little while. 



(but you will soon come to know.) meaning the consequences of that. 



(56. And they assign a portion of that which We have provided them with, to what they have no 
knowledge of (false deities). By Allah, you shall certainly be questioned about (all) that you 
used to fabricate.) (57. And they assign daughters to Allah! Glorified (and Exalted) is He (above 
all that they associate with Him!). And for themselves (they assign) what they desire;) (58. And 
when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought to any of them, his face becomes 
dark, and he is filled with inner grief!) (59. He hides himself from the people because of the 
evil of what he has been informed. Shall he keep her with dishonor or bury her in the earth 
Certainly, evil is their decision.) (60. For those who do not believe in the Hereafter is an evil 
description, and for Allah isthe highest description. And He isthe All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) 



Amongthe Behavior of the Idolators was vowing to Things that Allah 
had provided for Them to their gods 

Allah tells us about some of the heinous deeds of those who used to perform baseless worship 
of other gods besides Him, such as idols and statues, with no grounds for doing so. They gave 
their idols a share of that which Allah had provided for them, 



(They say: "This is for Allah," according to their claim, "and this is for our partners." But the 
share of their "partners" is not directed to Allah, while the share of Allah is directed to their 
"partners"! How evil is that with which they judge) (6:136) That is they assigned a share for 
their idols as well as Allah, but they gave preference to their gods over Him, so Allah swore by 
His Almighty Self to question them about these lies and fabrications. He will most certainly call 
them to account for it and give them the unrelenting punishment in the fire of Hell. So He says, 



(By Allah, you shall certainly be questioned about (all) that you used to fabricate.) Then Allah 
tells us how they used to regard the angels, who are servants of the Most Merciful, as being 
female, and that they considered them to be Allah's daughters, and they worshipped them with 
Him. In all of the above, they made very serious errors. They attributed offspring to Him when 
He has no offspring, then they assigned Him the kind of offspring they regarded as inferior, 
namely daughters, which they did not even want for themselves, as He said: 



(Are the males for you and the females for Him That is indeed an unfair division!) (53:21-22) 
And Allah says here: 



(And they assign daughters unto Allah! Glorified (and Exalted) is He.) meaning, above their 
claims and fabrications. 



(But no! It is from their falsehood that they say: "Allah has begotten." They are certainly liars! 
Has He (then) chosen daughters rather than sons What is the matter with you How do you 
decide) (37:151-154) 



(And for themselves, what they desire;) meaning they choose the males for themselves, 
rejecting the daughtersthat they assign to Allah. Exalted be Allah far above what they say! 



The Idolators' Abhorrence for Daughters 



(And when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought to any of them, his face 
becomes dark) meaning with distress and grief. 



(and he is filled with inner grief!) meaning he is silent because of the intensity of the grief he 
feels. 



(He hides himself from the people) meaning he does not want anyone to see him. 



(because of the evil of that whereof he has been informed. Shall he keep her with dishonor or 
bury her in the earth) meaning should he keep her, humiliating her, not letting her inherit from 
him and not taking care of her, preferring his male children over her 



(or bury her in the earth) meaning bury her alive, as they used to do during the days of 
ignorance. How could they dislike something so intensely, yet attribute it to Allah 



(Certainly, evil is their decision.) meaning how evil are the words they say, the way they want 
to share things out and the things they attribute to Him. As Allah says: 



(And if one of them is informed of the news of (the birth of a girl) that which he sets forth as a 
parable to the Most Gracious (Allah), his face becomes dark, and he is filled with grief!) 
(43:17). Here, Allah says: 



(For those who do not believe in the Hereafter there is an evil description,) meaning, only 
imperfection is to be attributed to 



(and for Allah is the highest description) meaning He is absolutely perfect in all ways and this 
absolute perfection is His Alone. 



(And He isthe All -Mighty, the All-Wise. 



(61. And if Allah were to punish (all) mankind for their wrongdoing, He would not leave on it 
(the earth) a single moving creature, but He defers them to an appointed term; and when their 
term comes, they can neither delay nor advance it an hour (or a moment).) (62. They assign to 
Allah that which they dislike (for themselves), and their tongues assert the lie that the better 
things will be theirs. No doubt the Fire is for them, and they will be forsaken.) 



Allah does not immediately punish for Disobedience 

Allah tells us about His patience with His creatures, even though they do wrong. If He were to 
punish them for what they have done, there would be no living creature left on the face of the 
earth, i.e., He would have destroyed every animal on earth after destroying the sons of Adam. 
But the Lord - magnificent is His glory - is forbearing and He covers people's faults. He waits 
until the appointed time, i.e., He does not rush to punish them. If He did, then there would be 
no one left. Ibn Jarir reported that Abu Salamah said: "Abu Hurayrah heard a man saying, 'The 
wrongdoer harms no one but himself.' He turned to him and said, 'That is not true, by Allah! 
Even the buzzard dies in its nest because of the sins of the wrongdoer.'" 



They attribute to Allah what They Themselves dislike 



(They assign to Allah that which they dislike (for themselves),) meaning, daughters, and 
partners, who are merely His servants, yet none of them would like to have someone sharing in 
his wealth. 



(and their tongues assert the lie that the better things will be theirs.) This is a denunciation of 
their claims that better things will be theirs in this world, and in the Hereafter. Allah tells us 
about what some of them said, as in the Ayat: 



(And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us, and then take it from him, verily! He is 
hopelessly, ungrateful. But if We let him taste of goodness after harm has touched him, he is 
sure to say: "Ills have departed from me." Surely, he is cheerful, and boastful (ungrateful to 
Allah).) (11:9-10) 



(And if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after some adversity has touched him, he is sure 
to say: "This is due to me; I do not think that the Hour will occur. But if I am brought back to 
my Lord, then , with Him, there will surely be the best for me." Then, We will certainly show 
the disbelievers what they have done, and We shall make them taste severe torment.) (41:50) 



(Have you seen the one who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said: "I shall certainly be given wealth 
and children (if I came back to life).") (19:77) Allah tells us about one of the two men: 



(He went into his garden while wronging himself. He said: "I do not think that this will ever 
perish. And I do not think that the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to my 
Lord, (on the Day of Resurrection), then surely, I shall find better than this when I return to 
Him.") (18:35-36) These people combined bad deeds with the false hopes of being rewarded 
with good for those bad deeds, which is impossible. Thus Allah refuted their false hopes, when 
He said: 



(No doubt), meaning, truly it is inevitable that 



(for them is the Fire), meaning, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(and they will be forsaken). Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and others said: "This means 
they will be forgotten and neglected there." This is like the Ayah: 



(So today We forget them just as they forgot meeting on this day of theirs.) (7:51). It was also 
reported from Qatadah that, 



(they will be forsaken) means ' they are hastened into the Fire.' There is no contradiction 
between the two, because they will be hastened into the Fire on the Day of Resurrection, then 
they will be forgotten there, i.e., left to dwell there for eternity. 



(63. By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you, but Shaytan made their 
deeds seeming fair to them. So today he is their helper, and theirs will be a painful torment. ) 
(64. And We have not revealed the Book to you, except that you may clearly explain to them 
those things in which they differ, and (as) a guidance and a mercy for a people who believe.) 
(65. And Allah sends water down from the sky, then He revives the earth with it after its death. 
Surely that is a sign for people who listen.) 



Finding Consolation in the Reminder of Those Who came before 

Allah says, 'He sent Messengers to the nations of the past, and they were rejected. You, 
Muhammad, have an example in your brothers among the Messengers, so do not be distressed 
by your people's rejection. As for the idolators' rejection of the Messengers, the reason for this 
isthat the Shaytan made their deeds attractive to them.' 



(So today he (Shaytan) is their helper,) meaning they will be suffering punishment while 
Shaytan is their only helper, and he cannot save them, so they have no one to answer their 
calls for help, and theirs is a painful punishment. 



The Reason why the Qur'an was revealed 

Then Allah says to His Messenger that He has revealed the Book to him to explain the truth to 
mankind in matters which they dispute over. So the Qur'an is a decisive arbitrator for every 
issue that they argue about. 



(and (as) a guidance) meaning, for their hearts. 



(and a mercy) meaning, for the one who adheresto it. 



(for a people who believe.) Just as Allah causes the Qur'an to bring life to hearts that were 
dead from disbelief, so He brings the earth to life after it has died, by sending down water 
from the sky. 



(Surely that is a sign for people who listen.) meaning those who understand the words and their 
meanings. 



(66. And there is indeed a lesson for you in the An'am (cattle). We have made a drink for you 
out of what is in its belly, from between excretions and blood, pure milk; palatable to the 
drinkers.) (67. And from the fruits of date palms and grapes, you derive strong drink and a 
goodly provision. There is indeed a sign in this for those of reason.) 



Lessons and Blessings in Cattle and the Fruit of the Date-palm and 

Grapevine 



(there is for you) - O mankind 



(in the cattle) - meaning camels, cows and sheep, 



(a lesson) meaning a sign and an evidence of the wisdom, power, mercy and kindness of the 
Creator. 



(We have made a drink for you out of what is in its belly) meaning its singular forms refers to 
one cattle, or it could refer to the whole species. For cattle are the creatures which provide a 
drink from what is in their bellies and in another Ayah it is "in their bellies.' Either way is 
plausible. He said, 



(from between excretions and blood, pure milk;) meaning it is free of blood, and is pure in its 
whiteness, taste and sweetness. It is between excrement and blood in the belly of the animal, 
but each of them goes its own way after the food has been fully digested in its stomach. The 
blood goes to the veins, the milk goes to the udder, the urine goes to the bladder and the feces 
goes to the anus. None of them gets mixed with another after separating, and none of them is 
affected by the other. 



(pure milk; palatable to the drinkers.) meaning nothing to cause one to choke on it. When Allah 
mentions milk and how He has made it a palatable drink for mankind, He follows this with a 
reference to the drinks that people make from the fruits of the date palm and grapevine, and 
what they used to do with intoxicating Nabidh (drink made from dates) before it was 
forbidden. Thus He reminds them of His blessings, and says: 



(And from the fruits of date palms and grapes, you derive strong drink) This indicates that it 
was permissible to drink it before it was forbidden. It also indicates that strong drink (i.e., 
intoxicating drink) derived from dates is the same as strong drink derived from grapes. Also 
forbidden are strong drinks derived from wheat, barley, corn and honey, as is explained in 
detail in the Sunnah. 



(strong drink and a goodly provision.) Ibn " Abbas said: "9rong drink is the product of these two 
fruits that is forbidden, and the good provision is what is permitted of them." According to 
another report: "Strong drink is its unlawful, and the goodly provision is its lawful," referring to 
the fruits when they are dried, like dates and raisins, or products derived from them such as 
molasses, vinegar and wine (of grapes, dates) which are permissible to drink before they 
become strong (becomes alcoholic), as was stated in the Sunnah. 



(There is indeed a sign in this for those of reason.) It is appropriate to mention reason here, 
because it is the noblest feature of man. Hence Allah forbade this Ummah from drinking 
intoxicants, in order to protect their ability to reason. Allah says: 



(And We placed gardens of date palms and grapes in it, and We caused springs of water to gush 
forth in it. So that they may eat of its fruit - while their hands did not make it. Will they not 
then give thanks Glory be to Him Who created all the pairs of that which the earth produces, as 
well as their own (human) kind (male and female), and of that which they know not.) (36:34- 
36) 



(68. And your Lord inspired the bee, saying: "Take you habitations in the mountains and in the 
trees and in what they (humans) erect.") (69. "Then, eat of all fruits, and follow the routes that 
your Lord made easy (for you)." There comes forth from their bellies, a drink of varying colors, 
in which there is a cure for men. There is indeed a sign in that for people who reflect.) 



In the Bee and its Honey there is Blessing and a Lesson 

What is meant by inspiration here is guidance. The bee is guided to make its home in the 
mountains, in trees and in structures erected by man. The bee's home is a solid structure, with 
its hexagonal shapes and interlocking forms there is no looseness in its combs. Then Allah 
decrees that the bee will have permission to eat from all fruits and to follow the ways which 
Allah has made easy for it, wherever it wants to go in the vast spaces of the wilderness, valleys 
and high mountains. Then each bee comes back to its hive without swerving to the right or left, 
it comes straight back to its home where its offspring and honey are. It makes wax from its 
wings, and regurgitates honey from its mouth, and lays eggs from its rear, then the next 
morning it goes out to the fields again. 



(and follow the routes of your Lord made easy (for you)) Qatadah and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam said: "This means, in an obedient way", understanding it to be a description of the 
route of migration. Ibn Zayd said that this is like the Ayah: 



(And We have subdued them for them so that some they may ride and some they may eat.) 
(36:72) He said: "Do you not see that they move the bees' home from one land to another, and 
the bees follow them" The first opinion is clearly the more likely, as it describes the rout est hat 
the bees follow, i.e., 'follow these routes as they are easy for you.' This was stated by 
Mujahid. Ibn Jarir said that both opinions are correct. 



(There comes forth from their bellies, a drink of varying colors, wherein is healing for men.) 
meaning, honey, that is white, yellow, red, or of other good colors, depending on the 
different things that the bees eat. 



(in which there is a cure for men.) meaning there is a cure in honey for diseases that people 
suffer from. Some of those who spoke about the study of Prophetic medicine said that if Allah 
had said, ' in which there is the cure for men', then it would be the remedy for all diseases, but 
He said, ' in which there is a cure for men', meaning that it is the right treatment for every 
"cold" disease, because it is "hot", and a disease should be treated with its opposite. Al-Bukhari 



and Muslim recorded in their Sahihsfrom Qatadah from Abu Al-Mutawakkil Al i bin Dawud An- 
Naji from Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri that a man came to the Messenger of Allah and said, "My brother 
is suffering from diarrhea". He said, 



« » 



(Give him honey to drink.) The man went and gave him honey, then he came back and said, "0 
Messenger of Allah! I gave him honey to drink, and he only got worse." The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Go and give him honey to drink.) So he went and gave him honey, then he came back and said, 
"0 Messenger of Allah! it only made him worse. " The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Allah speaks the truth and your brother's stomach is lying. Go and give him honey to drink.) So 
he went and gave him honey, and he recovered." It is reported in the Two Sahihs from x Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, that the Messenger of Allah used to like sweet things and 
honey. This is the wording of Al-Bukhari, who also reported in his Sahih from Ibn ' Abbas that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Healing is to be found in three things: the cut made by the cupper, or drinking honey, or in 
branding with fire (cauterizing), but I have forbidden my Ummah to use branding.) 



(There is indeed a sign in that for people who reflect.) meaning in the fact that Allah inspires 
this weak little creature to travel through the vast fields and feed from every kind of fruit, 
then gather it for wax and honey, which are some of the best things, in this is a sign for people 
who think about the might and power of the bee's Creator Who causes all of this to happen. 
From this they learn that He is the Initiator, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing, 
the Most Generous, the Most Merciful. 



(70. And Allah created you and then He will cause you to die; and among you there are some 
who are sent back to senility, so that they know nothing after having known (much). Truly, 
Allah is Knowing, capable of all things.) 



In Man there is a Lesson 

Allah tells us that He is controlling the affairs of His servants. He is the One Who created them 
out of nothing, then He will cause them to die. But there are some of them that He allows to 
grow old, which is a physical weakness, as Allah says: 



(Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, 
then after strength gave (you) weakness) (30:54) 



(so that they know nothing after having known.) meaning, after he knew things, he will reach a 
stage where he knows nothing because of weakness of mind due to old age and senility. Thus 
Al-Bukhari, when commenting on this Ayah, reported a narration from Anas bin Malik that the 
Messenger of Allah used to pray: 

» 



« 

(I seek refuge with You from miserliness, laziness, old age, senility, the punishment of the 
grave, the Fitnah of the Dajjal and the trials of life and death.) Zuhayr bin Abi Sulma said, in 
his famous Mu* allaqah: "I became exhausted from the responsibilities of life. Whoever lives for 
eighty years, no wonder he is tired. I saw death hitting people like a crazed camel, and 
whoever it hit dies, but whoever is not hit lives until he grows old." 



(71. And Allah honored some of you over others with wealth and properties. Then, those who 
are so honored will by no means hand over their wealth and properties to those (captives of 
war) whom their right hands possess, so that they may be equal with them in that. Do they 
then deny the favor of Allah) 



There is a Sign and a Blessing in Matters of People's Livelihood 

Allah explains to the idolatorsthe ignorance and disbelief involved in their claim that Allah has 
partners while also admitting that these partners are His servants. In their Talbiyah for Hajj, 
they used to say, "Here I am, there are no partners for You except Your own partner, You own 
him and everything he owns." Allah says, denouncing them: ' You would not accept for your 
servant to have an equal share in your wealth, so how is it that Allah would accept His servant 
to be His equal in divinity and glory As Allah says elsewhere: 



(He sets forth a parable for you from yourselves: Do you have partners among those whom your 
right hands possess (i.e. your servant) to share as equals in the wealth We have granted you, 
those whom you fear as you fear each other) (30:28) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
mentioned this Ayah, saying, "Allah is saying - 'If they did not want their servant to have a 
share with them in their wealth and wives, how can My servant have a share with Me in My 
power 1 Thus Allah says: 



(Do they then deny the favor of Allah)" According to another report, Ibn ' Abbas said: "How can 
they accept for Me that which they do not accept for themselves" 



(Do they then deny the favor of Allah) meaning, they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and 
cattle which He has created. They denied His blessings and associated others in worship with 
Him. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "Umar bin Al-Khattab wrote this letter to Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari: ' Be 



content with your provision in this world, for the Most Merciful has honored some of His 
servants over others in terms of provision as a test of both. The one who has been given plenty 
is being tested to see if he will give thanks to Allah and fulfill the duties which are his by virtue 
of hiswealth...'" It was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(72. And Allah has made for you mates of your own kind, and has made for you, from your 
mates, sons and grandsons, and has granted you good provisions. Do they then believe in false 
deities and deny favor of Allah) 



Among His Blessings and Signs are Mates, Children and 

Grandchildren 

Allah mentions the blessing He has bestowed upon His servant by giving them mates from 
among themselves, mates of their own kind. If He had given them mates of another kind, there 
would be no harmony, love and mercy between them. But out of His mercy He has made the 
Children of Adam male and female, and has made the females wives or mates for the males. 
Then Allah mentions that from these wives He creates children and grandchildren, one's 
children's children. This was the opinion of Ibn * Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn 
Zayd. Shu' bah said, narrating from Abu Bishr from Sa' id bin Jubayr from Ibn ' Abbas: "Children 
and grandchildren, who are one's children and one's children's children." It was also said that 
this means servants and helpers, or it means sons-in-law or in-laws. I say: if we understand 



(grandsons) to refer back to wives, then it must mean children, children's children, and sons-in- 
law, because they are the husbands of one's daughter or the children of one's wife. 



(and has granted you good provisions.) meaning your food and drink. Then Allah denounces 
those who associate others in worship with the One Who bestows blessings on them: 



(Do they then believe in false deities), meaning idols and rivals to Allah 



(and deny the favor of Allah) meaning, by concealing the blessings that Allah has given them 
and attributing them to others. According to a Sahih Hadith, the Prophet said: 

: » 



« 

(Allah will say to His servant on the Day of Resurrection, reminding him of His blessings: "Did I 
not give you a wife Did I not honor you Did I not subject horses and camels to your use, and 
cause you to occupy a position of leadership and honor") 



(73. And they worship others besides Allah such as do not have power to grant them any 
provision from the heavens or the earth nor the ability to do so.) (74. So do not give examples 
on behalf of Allah. Truly, Allah knows and you know not.) 



Denouncing the Worship of anything besides Allah 

Allah tells us about the Mushrikin who worship others besides Him, even though He alone is the 
bountiful Provider, the Creator and Sustainer, without partners or associates, but they still 
worship idols and make rivals for Him. He says: 



(such as do not have power to grant them any provision from the heavens or the earth) 
meaning, nobody can cause rain to fall, or make plants and trees grow. They cannot do these 
things for them- selves, even if they wanted to. Thus Allah says: 



(So do not give examples on behalf of Allah.) meaning, do not set up rivals to Him or describe 
anything as being like Him. 



(Truly, Allah knows and you know not.) meaning, He knows and bears witness that there is no 
god but Him, but you are ignorant and associate others in worship with Him. 



(75. Allah gives the example of a servant under the possession of another, he has no power of 
any sort, and a man on whom We have bestowed good provisions from Us, and he spends from 
that secretly and openly. Can they be equal (By no means). All the praises and thanks are to 
Allah. Nay! (But) most of them know not.) 



The Example of the Believer and the Disbeliever, or the Idol and 

the True God 

Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "This is the example which Allah gives of the 
disbeliever and the believer." This was also the view of Qatadah and Ibn Jarir. The servant who 
has no power over anything is like the disbeliever, and the one who is given good provisions and 
spends of them secretly and openly is like the believer. Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid 
said: "This is an example given of the idol and the True God - can they be the same" Once the 
difference between them is so clear and so obvious, no one can be unaware of it except the 
one who is foolish. Allah says: 



(All the praises and thanks are to Allah. Nay! (But) most of them know not.) 



(76. And Allah gives an example of two men, one of them dumb, who has no power over 
anything, and he is a burden on his master; whichever way he directs him, he brings no good. Is 
such a man equal to one who commands j ust ice, and is himself on the straight path) 



Another Example 

Mujahid said, "This also refers to idols and the True God, may He be exalted." Meaning that the 
idol is dumb and cannot speak or say anything, good or otherwise. It cannot do anything at all, 
no words, no action, it is dependent and is a burden on its master. 



(whichever way he directs him,) meaning, wherever he sends him 



(he brings no good.) meaning, he does not succeed in what he wants. 



(Is such a man equal) meaning, a man who hasthese attributes 



(to one who commands justice) meaning fairness, one whose words are true and whose deeds 
are righteous. 



(and is himself on the straight path) AI-" Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "This is also an 
example of the disbeliever and the believer", as in the previous Ayah. 



(77. And to Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And the matter of the Hour 
is not but as a twinkling of the eye, or even nearer. Truly, Allah is able to do all things.) (78. 
And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers while you knew nothing. And 
He gave you hearing, sight, and hearts, that you might give thanks.) (79. Do they not see the 
birds held (flying) in the midst of the sky None holds them up but Allah. Verily, in this are clear 
signs for people who believe.) 



The Unseen belongs to Allah and only He has Knowledge of the 

Hour 

Allah tells us of the perfection of His knowledge and ability to do all things, by telling us that 
He alone knows the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. No one knows anything about such 
things except for what Allah informs about as He wills. His complete power, which no one can 
oppose or resist, means that when He wants a thing, He only has to say to it "Be!" and it is, as 
Allah says: 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.) (54:50) meaning, whatever He 
wills happens in blinking. Thus Allah says here: 



(And the matter of the Hour is not but as a twinkling of the eye, or even nearer. Truly, Allah is 
Able to do all things.) iElsewhere, Allah says: 



(The processes of creating you all and resurrecting you all are but like that of (the creation and 
resurrection of) a single person.) (31:28) 



Among the Favors Allah has granted People are Hearing, Sight and 

the Heart 

Then Allah mentions His blessings to His servants in that He brought them from their mothers' 
wombs not knowing a thing, then He givesthem hearing to recognize voices, sight to see visible 
things and hearts - meaning reason - whose seat, according to the correct view, is the heart, 
although it was also said that its seat is the brain. With his reason, a person can distinguish 
between what is harmful and what is beneficial. These abilities and senses develop gradually in 
man. The more he grows, the more his hearing, vision and reason increase, until they reach 
their peak. Allah has created these faculties in man to enable him to worship his Lord, so he 
uses all these organs, abilities and strengths to obey his Master. Al-Bukhari reported in his 
Sahih from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said: 

: » 



« 



(Allah says: "Whoever takes My friend as an enemy, has declared war on Me. My servant does 
not draw near to Me with anything better than his doing that which I have enjoined upon him, 
and My servant keeps drawing near to Me by doing Nawafil (supererogatory) deeds until I love 



him. And when I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his vision with which he sees, 
his hand with which he strikes and his foot with which he walks. Were he to ask Me for 
anything, I would give it to him, if he were to call on Me, I would respond, if he were to seek 
Me for refuge I would surely grant him it. I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take 
the soul of My believing servant, because he hates death and I hate to upset him, but it is 
inevitable.") The meaning of the Hadith is that when a person is sincere in his obedience 
towards Allah, all his deeds are done for the sake of Allah, so he only hears for the sake of 
Allah, he only sees for the sake of Allah - meaning he only listens to or looks at what has been 
allowed by Allah. He does not strike or walk except in obedience to Allah, seeking Allah's help 
in all of these things. Thus in some versions of the Hadith, narrated outside the Sahih, after the 
phrase "his foot with which he walks", there is added: 

» 

« 

(So through Me he hears, through Me he sees, through Me he strikes and through Me he walks.) 
Thus Allah says: 



(And He gave you hearing, sight, and heartsthat you might give thanks.) Elsewhere, He says: 



(Say it is He Who has created you, and endowed you with hearing and seeing, and hearts. Little 
thanks you give. Say: "It is He Who has created you on the earth, and to Him shall you be 
gathered (in the Hereafter).") (67:23-24) 



In the Subjection of the Birds in the Sky there is a Sign 

Then Allah tells His servants to look at the birds held (flying) in the sky, between heaven and 
earth, and how He has caused them to fly with their wings in the sky. They are held up only by 
Him, it is He Who gave them the strength to do that, subjecting the air to carry them and 
support them. As Allah says in Surat Al-Mulk: 



(Do they not see the birds above them, spreading their wings out and folding them in None 
holds them up except the Most Gracious (Allah). Verily, He is the All-Seer of everything.) 
(67:19) And here Allah says: 



(Verily, in this are clear signs for people who believe.) 



(80. And Allah had made your homes a place of rest for you, and made dwellings for you out of 
the hides of the cattle which you find so light when you travel and when you camp; and 
furnishings and articles of convenience out of their wool, fur, and hair - comfort for awhile.) 
(81. And Allah has made shade for you out of that which He has created, and He has made 
places of refuge in the mountains for you, and He has made garments for you to protect you 
from the heat, and coats of mail to protect you from your violence. Thus does He perfect His 
favor for you, that you may submit yourselves to His will.) (82. Then, if they turn away, your 



duty (0 Muhammad) is only to convey (the Message) in a clear way.) (83. They recognize the 
grace of Allah, yet they deny it (by worshipping others besides Allah) and most of them are 
disbelievers.) 



Homes, Furnishings and Clothing are also Blessings from Allah 

Allah mentions His great blessings for His servant in that He has given them homes to dwell in 
and protect themselves with, in which they find all kinds of benefits. He has also given them 
homes from the hides of cattle, i.e., leather, which are light and easy to carry on journeys and 
can be erected wherever they stop, whether they are traveling or are settled. Thus Allah says: 



(which you find so light when you travel and when you camp;) 



(out of their wool, fur and hair) refers to sheep, camels and goats respectively. 



(furnishings) meaning what you take from them, i.e., wealth. It was also said that it means 
articles of convenience, or clothing. The correct view is more general in meaning than this; it 
means that you make carpets, clothing and other things from their wool, hair etc., which you 
use as wealth and for trade. Ibn 'Abbas said: ' Al-Athath means articles of convenience and 
comfort." This was also the view of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, " At i yah Al - 
' Awfi, ' At a' Al-Khurasani, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah. The phrase, 



(for a while) means, until the appointed time. 



Shade, Places of Refuge in the Mountains, Garments and Coats of 
Mail are also Blessings from Allah 



(And Allah has made shade for you out of that which He has created,) Qatadah said: "This 
means trees." 



(and He has made places of refuge in the mountains for you,) meaning fortresses and 
strongholds. 



(and He has made garments for you to protect you from the heat,) meaning clothing of cotton, 
linen and wool. 



(and coats of mail to protect you from your violence.) such as shields made of layers of sheet 
iron, coats of mail and so on. 



(Thus does He perfect His favor for you,) meaning, thus He gives you what you need to go 
about your business, so that this will help you to worship and obey Him. 



(that you may submit yourselves to His will). This is interpreted by the majority to mean 
submitting to Allah or becoming Muslim. 



All the Messenger has to do is convey the Message 



(Then, if they turn away,) meaning, after this declaration and reminder, do not worry about 
them. 



(your duty (0 Muhammad) is only to convey (the Message) in a clear way), and you have 
delivered the Message to them. 



(They recognize the grace of Allah, yet they deny it) meaning they know that Allah is the One 
Who grants these blessings to them, and that He is Bountiful towards them, but they still deny 
this by worshipping others besides Him and thinking that their help and provisions come from 
others besides Him. 



(and most of them are disbelievers.) 



(84. And on the Day when We resurrect a witness from each nation, then those who disbelieve 
will not be given leave, nor will they be allowed (to return to the world) to repent and ask for 
Allah's forgiveness.) 85. And once those who did wrong see the torment, it will not decrease for 
them, nor will they be given respite.) (86. And when those who associated partners with Allah 
see their partners, they will say: "Our Lord! These are our partners whom we used to call upon 
besides you." But they will throw back their statement at them (saying): "You indeed are liars!") 
(87. And they will offer (their full) submission to Allah on that Day, and what they falsely 
invented will wander away from them.) (88. Those who disbelieved and tried to obstruct the 
path of Allah, for them We will add torment on top of the torment because of the corruption 
they spread.) 



The Plight of the Idolatorson the Day of Judgement 



Allah tells us about the predicament of the idolators on the Day when they will be resurrected 
in the realm of the Hereafter. He will raise a witness from every nation - that is - their 
Prophet, to testify about their response to the Message he conveyed from Allah. 



(then, those who disbelieved will not be given leave.) meaning, they will not be allowed to 
offer any excuse, as Allah says: 



(That will be a Day when they do not speak. And they will not be permitted to present any 
excuse) (77:35-36). Hence, Allah says: 



(nor will they be allowed (to return to the world) to repent and ask for Allah's forgiveness. And 
once those who did wrong see) meaning those who associated others in worship with Allah, 



(the torment, it will not decrease for them,) meaning it will not be reduced for them even for 
a moment. 



(nor will they be given respite. ) meaning, it will not be delayed for them, rather they will be 
taken quickly from the place of gathering, with no calling to account. Then Hell will be brought 
forth, pulled by seventy thousand ropes, each of which is held by seventy thousand angels, and 
a neck will stretch forth from Hell towards the people, and it will expel a gust of hot air. No 
one will be left but will fall to his knees. Then it (the neck that is stretched forth) will say, "I 
have been entrusted to deal with every stubborn, arrogant one who joined another god with 
Allah," and so and so, mentioning different types of people, as was reported in the Hadith. 
Then it will come down upon them and pick them up from where they are standing as a bird 
picks up a seed. Allah says: 



(When it (Hell) sees them from afar place, they will hear its raging and its roaring. And when 
they are thrown into a narrow part of it, chained together, they will cry for destruction. Today, 
do not scream for one destruction, but scream repeatedly for destruction.) (25:12-14) 



(And the guilty shall see the Fire and apprehend that they are about to fall into it. And they 
will find no way to avoid it.) (18:53) 



(If only those who disbelieved knew (about the time) when they will not be able to protect 
their faces nor their backs from the Fire, and they have no help. Nay, it (the Fire) will come 
upon them all of a sudden and will perplex them, and they will have no power to avert it nor 
will they have any respite.) (21:39-40) 



The gods of the Idolatorswill disown Them at the Time when They 

need them most 

Then Allah tells usthat their gods will disown them when they need them most. He says: 



(And when those who associated partners with Allah see their partners) meaning, those whom 
they used to worship in thisworld.' 



(they will say: "Our Lord! These are our partners whom we used to call upon besides you." But 
they will throw their statements back at them (saying): "You are indeed liars!") i.e., those gods 
will say to them, * you are lying. We never commanded you to worship us.' Allah says: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls upon others besides Allah, such as will not answer 
him till the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their invocations to them And 
when the people are gathered (on the Day of Resurrection), they (false deities) will become 
their enemies and will deny their worship,) (46:5-6) 



(And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give them honor, power and glory. 
Nay, but they will deny their worship, and become their adversaries (on the Day of 
Resurrection).) (19:81-82) Al-Khalil Ibrahim said: 



(but on the Day of Resurrection, you will disown each other) 29:25 And Allah says: 



(And it will be said (to them): "Call upon your partners") 28:64 And there are many other 
similar Ayat. 



Everything will surrender to Allah on the Day of Resurrection 



(And they will offer (their full) submission to Allah on that Day,) Qatadah and ' Ikrimah said: 
"They will humble themselves and surrender on that Day," i.e., they will all surrender to Allah, 
there will not be anyone who does not hear and obey. As All ah says: 



(How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us!) 19:38 
meaning, they will see and hear better than they have ever seen and heard before. And Allah 
says: 



(And if you only could see when the guilty hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Our 
Lord! We have now seen and heard.") 32:12 



(And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer.) 20:111 meaning, they 
will humble and submit themselves. 



(And they will offer (their full) submission to Allah on that Day, and what they falsely invented 
will wander away from them.) The things that they used to worship which were all based on 
fabrications and lies, will all disappear, and they will have no helper or supporter, and no one 
to turn to. 



Those among the Idolators who corrupted Others will receive a 

Greater Punishment 

Then Allah tells us: 



(Those who disbelieved and tried to obstruct the path of Allah, for them We will add torment) 
meaning one punishment for their disbelief and another punishment for turning others away 
from following the truth, as Allah says: 



(And they prevent others from him and they themselves keep away from him) 6:26 meaning 
they forbade othersto follow him and they themselves shunned him, but: 



(they destroyed only themselves, while they do not realize it.) This is evidence that there will 
be varying levels of punishment for the disbelievers, just as there will be varying degrees of 
Paradise for the believers, as Allah says: 



(For each one there isdouble (torment), but you know not.) 7:38 



(89. And on the Day when We resurrect a witness from each nation from among themselves, 
and We bring you (0 Muhammad) as a witness against these. And We have revealed the Book 
(the Qur'an) to you as an explanation of everything, a guidance, a mercy, and good news for 
the Muslims.) 



Every Prophet will bear Witness against his Nation on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah addressed His servant and Messenger Muhammad , saying: 



(And on the Day when We resurrect a witness from each nation from among themselves, and 
We bring you (0 Muhammad) as a witness against these.), meaning, your Ummah. The Ayah 
means: remember that Day and its terrors, and the great honor and high position that Allah has 
bestowed upon you. This Ayah is like the Ayah with which ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud ended when he 
recited to the Messenger of Allah from the beginning of Surat An-Nisa'. When he reached the 
Ayah: 



(How (will it be) then, when We bring from each nation a witness and We bring you (O 
Muhammad) as a witness against these) 4:41 the Messenger of Allah said to him: 



« » 



(Enough.) Ibn Mas' ud said: "I turned to him and saw his eyes streaming with tears." 

The Qur'an explains Everything 



(And We revealed the Book (the Qur'an) to you as an explanation of everything,) Ibn Mas' ud 
said: "Allah made it clear that in this Qur'an there is complete knowledge and about 
everything." The Qur'an contains all kinds of beneficial knowledge, such as reports of what 
happened in the past, information about what is yet to come, what is lawful and unlawful, and 
what people need to know about their worldly affairs, their religion, their livelihood in this 
world, and their destiny in the Hereafter. 



(a guidance) means, for their hearts. 



(a mercy, and good news for the Muslims.) Al-Awza' i said: 



(And We have revealed the Book (the Qur'an) as an explanation of everything,) meaning, with 
the Sunnah. The isthe reason why the phrase, 



(And We have revealed the Book to you) is mentioned immediately after the phrase, 



(And We shall bring you (0 Muhammad) as a witness against these. ) the meaning - and Allah 
knows best - is that the One Who obligated you to convey the Book which He revealed to you, 
will also ask you about that on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Then We shall indeed question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent and We shall 
indeed question the Messengers.) (7:6) 



(So by your Lord We question them all about what they did.) (15:92-92) 



(On the Day when Allah gathers the Messengers together and says to them: "What was the 
response you received (to your Message)" They will say: "We have no knowledge, indeed only 
You are the Knower of all that is hidden.") (5:109) And Allah says: 



(Verily, He Who obligated the Qur'an upon you (0 Muhammad) will surely bring you back to the 
return.) 28:85 meaning, the One Who gave you the obligation of conveying the Qur'an will 
bring you back to Him, and your return will be on the Day of Resurrection, and He will question 
you about you commission of the duty He gave you. This is one of the opinions, and it presents 
a good underst andi ng of it . 



(90. Verily, Allah orders justice and kindness, and giving (help) to the relatives, and He forbids 
immoral sins, and evil and tyranny. He admonishes you, so that perhaps you may take heed.) 



The Command to be Fair and Kind 

Allah tells us that He commands His servant to be just, i.e., fair and moderate, and that He 
encourages kindness and good treatment. As He says: 



(And if you punish them, then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted. 
But if you have patience with them, then it is better for those who are patient.) (16:126) 



(The recompense for an offense is an offense the like thereof; but whoever forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward is with Allah.) 42:40 



(and wounds equal for equal. But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall 
count as atonement for him.) 5:45 And there are other Ayat which support the institution of 
justice in Islam, as well as encouraging a fair and generous attitude. 



The Command to maintain the Ties of Kinship and the prohibition of 

Immoral Sins, Evil and Tyranny 



(and giving (help) to relatives,) meaning that Allah is commanding us to uphold the ties of 
kinship, as He says: 



(And give the relative his due and to the poor and to the wayfarer. But do not spend wastefully 
in the manner of a spendthrift.) (17:26) 



(and He forbids immoral sins, and evil) Fahsha' refers to all things that are forbidden, and 
Munkar refers to those forbidden deeds that are committed openly by the one who does them. 
Hence Allah says elsewhere: 



(Say (0 Muhammad): "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are the indecencies, 
whether committed openly or secretly) (7:33) Baghy refers to aggression towards people. In a 
Hadith, the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(There is no sin more deserving of having its punishment hastened in this world, as well as what 
is reserved in the Hereafter for the one who does it, than tyrannical aggression and cutting the 
ties of kinship.) 



(He admonishes you,) meaning, He commands what He commands you of good and He forbids 
what He forbids you of evil; 



(so that perhaps you may take heed) Ash-Sha' bi reported that Shatiyr bin Shakl said: "I heard 
Ibn Mas' ud say: 'The most comprehensive Ayah in the Qur'an is in Surat An-Nahl: 



(Verily, Allah enjoins just ice and kindness...)"' It was reported by Ibn Jarir. 



The Eyewitness Account of ' Uthman 

Concerning the revelation of this Ayah, Imam Ahmad reported a Hasan Hadith from 'Abdullah 
bin 'Abbas who said: "While the Messenger of Allah was sitting in the courtyard of his house, 
' Uthman bin Maz' un passed by and smiled at the Messenger of Allah . The Messenger of Allah 
said to him, 



« » 

(Won't you sit down) He said, 'Certainly.' 3d the Messenger of Allah sat facing him, and while 
they were talking, the Messenger of Allah began looking up at the sky, looking at it for a while, 
then he brought his gaze down until he was looking at the ground to his right. Then the 
Messenger of Allah turned slightly away from his companion ' Uthman to where he was looking. 
Then he began to tilt his head as if trying to understand something, and Ibn Maz' un was looking 
on. When the matter was finished and he had understood what had been said to him, the 
Messenger of Allah stared at the sky again as he had the first time, looking at whatever he 
could see until it disappeared. Then he turned back to face ' Uthman again. ' Uthman said, ' 
Muhammad, I have never seen you do anything like you did today while I was sitting with you.' 
The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(What did you see me do) ' Uthman said: ' I saw you staring at the sky, then you lowered your 
gaze until you were looking to your right, then you turned to him and left me. Then you tilted 
your head as if you were trying to understand something that was being said to you.' The 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Did you notice that) ' Uthman said, ' Yes'. The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 



(A messenger from Allah came to me just now, when you were sitting here.) ' Uthman said, " A 
messenger from Allah' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Yes.) ' Uthman said, " And what did he say to you' The Messenger of Allah said: 



(Verily, Allah orders justice and kindness...) 'Uthman said: 'That was when faith was 
established in my heart and I began to love Muhammad ." It is a Hasan Hadith having a good 
connected chain of narrators in which their hearing it from each other is clear. 



(91. And fulfill the covenants (taken in the Name of) Allah when you have taken them, and do 
not break the oaths after you have confirmed them - and indeed you have appointed Allah as 
your guarantor. Verily, Allah knows what you do.) (92. And do not be like the one who undoes 
the thread which she has spun, after it has become strong, by taking your oaths as a means of 
deception among yourselves when one group is more numerous than another group. Allah only 
tests you by this, and on the Day of Resurrection, He will certainly clarify that which used to 
differ over.) 



The Command to fulfill the Covenant 

This is one of the commands of Allah, to fulfill covenants, keep promises and to fulfill oaths 
after confirming them. Thus Allah says: 



(and do not break the oaths after you have confirmed them) There is no conflict between this 
and t he Ayat : 



(And do not use Allah as an excuse in your oaths) 2:224 



(That is the expiation for oaths when you have sworn. And protect your oaths.) 5:89 meaning, 
do not forgo your oaths without offering the penance. There is also no conflict between this 
Ayah (16:91) and the Hadith reported in the Two Sahihs according to which the Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(By Allah, if Allah wills, I will not swear an oath and then realize that something else is better, 
but I do that which is better and find a way to free myself from the oath. According to another 
report he said: "and I offer penance for my oath. ") There is no contradiction at all between all 
of these texts and the Ayah under discussion here, which is: 



(and do not break the oaths after you have confirmed them) because these are the kinds of 
oaths that have to do with covenants and promises, not the kind that have to do with urging 
oneself to do something or preventing him from doing something. Therefore Mujahid said 
concerning this Ayah: 



(and do not break the oaths after you have confirmed them) "The oath here refers to oaths 
made during Jahiliyyah." This supports the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from Jubayr bin 
Muf im, who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There is no oath in Islam, and any oath made during the Jahiliyyah is only reinforced by Islam.) 
This was also reported by Muslim. The meaning is that Islam does not need oaths as they were 
used by the people of the Jahiliyyah; adherence to Islam is sufficient to do away with any need 
for what they used to customarily give oaths for. In the Two Sahihs it was reported that Anas 
said: "The Messenger of Allah () swore the treaty of allegiance between the Muhajirin 
(emigrants) and the Ansar (helpers) in our house. " This means that he established brotherhood 
between them, and they used to inherit from one another, until Allah abrogated that. And 
Allah knows best. 



(Verily, Allah knows what you do.) This is a warning and a threat to those who break their oaths 
after confirming them. 



(And do not be like the one who undoes the thread which she has spun, after it has become 
strong,) 'Abdullah bin Kathir and As-Suddi said: "This was a foolish woman in Makkah. 
Everytime she spun thread and made it strong, she would undo it again." Mujahid, Qatadah and 
Ibn Zayd said: "This is like the one who breaks a covenant after confirming it." This view is 
more correct and more apparent, whether or not there was a woman in Makkah who undid her 
thread after spinning it. The word Ankathan could be referring back to the word translated as 
"undoes", reinforcing the meaning, or it could be the predicate of the verb "to be", meaning, do 
not be Ankathan, the plural of Nakth (breach, violation), from the word Nakith (perfidious). 
Hence after this, Allah says: 



(by taking your oaths as a means of deception among yourselves) meaning for the purposes of 
cheating and tricking one another. 



(when one group is more numerous than another group. ) meaning, you swear an oath with 
some people if they are more in number than you, so that they can trust you, but when you are 
able to betray them you do so. Allah forbids that, by showing a case where treachery might be 
expected or excused, but He forbids it. If treachery is forbidden in such a case, then in cases 
where one is in a position of strength it is forbidden more emphatically. Mujahid said: "They 
used to enter into alliances and covenants, then find other parties who were more powerful 
and more numerous, so they would cancel the alliance with the first group and make an 
alliance with the second who were more powerful and more numerous. This is what they were 
forbidden to do." Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said something similar. 



(Allah only tests you by this) Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "This means (you are tested) by the large 
numbers." This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir said: "It means (you are being tested) 
by His command to you to adhere to your covenants." 



(And on the Day of Resurrection, He will certainly clarify that which you differed over.) 
Everyone will be rewarded or punished in accordance with his deeds, good or evil. 



(93. And had Allah willed, He would have made you (all) one nation, but He allows whom He 
wills to stray and He guides whom He wills. But you shall certainly be called to account for 
what you used to do.) (94. And do not make your oaths a means of deception among 
yourselves, resulting in the slip of a foot after it was firmly planted, and you taste the evil of 
having hindered from the path of Allah, and you will suffer a terrible punishment.) (95. And do 
not use an oath by Allah for the purchase of little value, what is with Allah is better for you if 
you only knew.) (96. Whatever you have will be exhausted, and what is with Allah will remain. 
And to those who are patient, We will certainly grant them their rewards in proportion to the 
best of what they used to do.) 



If Allah had willed, He would have made all of Humanity one Nation 

Allah says: 



(And had Allah willed, He would have made you) meaning - mankind, 



((all) one nation,) This is like the Ayah: 



(And had your Lord willed, all of those on earth would have believed together.) 10:99 , 
meaning, He could have created harmony among them, and there would not be any 
differences, conflicts or hatred between them. 



(And if your Lord had so willed, He would surely, have made mankind one Ummah nation or 
community , but they will not cease to disagree. Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed 
His mercy, and for that did He create them.) (11:118-119) Smilarly, Allah says here: 



(but He allows whom He wills to stray and He guides whom He wills. ) Then on the Day of 
Resurrection, He will ask them all about their deeds, and will reward or punish them even 
equal to a scalish thread in the long slit of a date stone or the size of a speck on the back of a 
date stone, or even a thin membrane of the date stone. 



The Prohibition on taking an Oath for Purposes of Treachery 

Then Allah warns His servant against taking oaths as means of deception, i.e., using them for 
treacherous purposes, lest a foot should slip after being firmly planted. This is an analogy 
describing one who was on the right path but then deviated and slipped from the path of 
guidance because of an unfulfilled oath that involved hindering people from the path of Allah. 
This is because if a disbeliever were to find that after having agreed to a covenant, then the 



believer betrayed him, then the believer will have hindered him from entering Islam. Thus 
Allah says: 



(and you taste the evil of having hindered from the path of Allah, and you will suffer a terrible 
punishment.) 



Do not break Oaths for the sake of Worldly Gain 

Then Allah says: 



(And do not use an oath by Allah for the purchase of little value.) meaning, do not neglect an 
oath sworn in the Name of Allah for the sake of this world and its attractions, for they are few, 
and even if the son of Adam were to gain thisworld and all that is in it, that which is with Allah 
is better for him, i.e., the reward of Allah is better for the one who puts his hope in Him, 
believes in Him, seeks Him and fulfills his oaths in the hope of that which Allah has promised. 
This is why Allah says: 



(if you only knew. Whatever you have will be exhausted,) meaning, it will come to an end and 
will vanish, because it is only there for a certain, limited time. 



(and what is with Allah will remain.) meaning, His reward for you in Paradise will remain, 
without interruption or end, because it is eternal and will never change nor disappear. 



(And to those who are patient, We will certainly grant them their rewards in proportion to the 
best of what they used to do. ) Here the Lord swears, with the Lam of affirmation, that He will 
reward the patient for the best of their deeds, i.e., He will forgive them for their bad deeds. 



(97. Whoever does righteous deeds - whether male or female - while he (or she) is a believer; 
then We will certainly give them a good life, and We will certainly grant them their rewards in 
proportion to the best of what they used to do.) 



Righteous Deeds and their Reward 

This is a promise from Allah to those Children of Adam, male or female, who do righteous 
deeds - deeds in accordance with the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet , with a 
heart that believes in Allah and His Messenger , while believing that these deeds are 
commanded and enjoined by Allah. Allah promises that He will give them a good life in this 
world and that He will reward them according to the best of their deeds in the Hereafter. The 
good life includes feeling tranquillity in all aspects of life. It has been reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
and a group (of scholars) interpreted it to mean good, lawful provisions. It was reported that 
Al i bin Abi Talib interpreted as contentment. This was also the opinion of Ibn 'Abbas, 
' Ikrimah and Wahb bin Munabbih. Al i bin Abi Talhah recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that it meant 
happiness. Al-Hasan, Mujahid and Qatadah said: "None gets this good life mentioned except 
in Paradise." Ad-Dahhak said: "It means lawful provisions and worship in this life". Ad-Dahhak 
also said: "It means working to obey Allah and finding joy in that." The correct view is that a 
good life includes all of these things, as found in the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 
" Abdullah bin ' Amr that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(He who submits becomes a Muslim has succeeded, is given sufficient provisions, and is 
content with Allah for what he is given.) It was also recorded by Muslim. 



(98. 3d when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from Shaytan, the outcast.) (99. 
Verily, he has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in their Lord.) (100. His 
power is only over those who obey and follow him (Shaytan), and those who join partners with 
Him (Allah).) 



The Command to seek Refuge with Allah before reciting the Qur'an 

This is a command from Allah to His servants upon the tongue of His Prophet , telling them that 
when they want to read Qur'an, they should seek refuge with Allah from the cursed Shaytan. 
The Hadiths mentioned about seeking refuge with Allah (IstT adhah), were quoted in our 
discussion at the beginning of this Tafsir, praise be to Allah. The reason for seeking refuge with 
Allah before reading is that the reader should not get confused or mixed up, and that the 
Shaytan would not confuse him or stop him from thinking about and pondering over the 
meaning of what he reads. Hence the majority of scholars said that refuge should be sought 
with Allah before starting to read. 



(Verily, he has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in their Lord.) Ath- 
Thawri said: "He has no power to make them commit a sin they will not repent from." Others 
said: it means that he has no argument for them. Others said it is like the Ayah: 



(Except Your chosen servants amongst them.) 15:40 



(His power is only over those who obey and follow him (Shaytan), ) Mujahid said: "Those who 
obey him." Others said, "Those who take him astheir protector instead of Allah." 



(and those who join partners with Him.) means, those who associate others in worship with 
Allah. 



(101. And when We change averse in place of another - and Allah knows best what He reveals - 
they (the disbelievers) say: "You (0 Muhammad) are but a forger." Rather, most of them know 
not.) (102. Say (0 Muhammad); "Ruh-ul-Qudus has brought it (the Qur'an) down from your Lord 
with truth." for the conviction of those who believe, and as a guide and good news for the 
Muslims.) 



The Idolators' Accusation that the Prophet was a Liar since some 
Ayat were abrogated, and the Refutation of their Claim 

Allah tells us of the weak minds of the idolators, and their lack of faith and conviction. He 
explains that it is impossible for them to have faith when He has decreed that they are 
doomed. When they saw that some rulings had been changed by being abrogated, they said to 
the Messenger of Allah : 



(You are but a forger) meaning one who tells lies. But Allah is the Lord Who does whatever He 
wills, and rules as He wants. 



(And when We change a verse (of the Qur'an) in place of another) Mujahid said: this means, 
"We remove one and put another in its place." Qatadah said: this is like the Ayah: 



(Whatever verse We change abrogate or omit the abrogated ...)" (2:106). Allah said, in 
response to them: 



(Say: "Ruh-ul-Qudus has brought it...") meaning, Jibril, 



(from your Lord with truth, ) meaning, with truthfulness and justice 



(for the conviction of those who believe,) so that they will believe what was revealed earlier 
and what was revealed later, and humble themselves towards Allah. 



(and as a guide and good news for the Muslims.) meaning He has made it a guide and good news 
to the Muslims who believe in Allah and His Messengers. 



(103. And indeed We know that they (polyt heist sand pagans) say: "It is only a human being who 
teaches him." The tongue of the man they refer to is foreign, while this (the Qur'an) is (in) a 
clear Arabic tongue.) 



The Idolators' Claim that the Qur'an was taught by a Human, and 

the Refutation of their Claim 

Allah tells us about the idolators' lies, allegations, and slander when they claimed that this 
Qur'an which Muhammad had recited for them, was actually taught to him by a human. They 
referred to a foreign (i.e., non-Arab) man who lived among them as the servant of some of the 
clans of Quraysh and who used to sell goods by As-Safa. Maybe the Messenger of Allah used to 
sit with him sometimes and talk to him a little, but he was a foreigner who did not know much 
Arabic, only enough simple phrases to answer questions when he had to. 3d in refutation of 
their claims of fabrication, Allah said: 



(The tongue of the man they refer to is foreign, while this (the Qur'an) is a (in) clear Arabic 
tongue.) meaning, how could it be that this Qur'an with its eloquent style and perfect 
meanings, which is more perfect than any Book revealed to any previously sent Prophet, have 
been learnt from a foreigner who hardly speaks the language No one with the slightest amount 
of common sense would say such a thing. 



(104. Verily, those who do not believe in Allah's Ayat (signs, or revelation), Allah will not guide 
them, and theirs will be a painful punishment.) (105. It is only those who do not believe in 
Allah's Ayat who fabricate the falsehood, and it is they who are liars.) Allah tells us that He 
does not guide those who turn away from remembering Him and who are heedless of that 
which He revealed to His Messenger , those who have no intention of believing in that which he 
has brought from Allah. This kind of people will never be guided to faith by the signs of Allah 
and the Message which He sent His Messengers in this world, and they will suffer a painful and 
severe punishment in the Hereafter. Then Allah informs us that His Messenger is not a forger 
nor a liar, because the one who fabricates falsehood about Allah and His Messenger is the most 
evil of creatures. 



(Verily, those who do not believe in Allah's Ayat,) Allah will not guide them, and theirs will be a 
painful punishment, meaning, the disbelievers and heretics who are known to the people as 
liars. The Messenger Muhammad , on the other hand, was the most honest and righteous of 
people, the most perfect in knowledge, deeds, faith and conviction. He was known among his 
people for his truthfulness and no one among them had any doubts about that - to such an 
extent that they always addressed him as Al-Amin (the Trustworthy) Muhammad. Thus when 
Heraclius, the king of the Romans, asked Abu Sufyan about the attributes of the Messenger of 
Allah , one of the things he said to him was, "Did you ever accuse him of lying before he made 
his claim" Abu Sufyan said, "No". Heraclius said, "He would refrain from lying about people and 
then go and fabricate lies about Allah" 



(106. Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief - except one who was forced while his heart 
is at peace with the faith - but whoever opens their breasts to disbelief, on them is wrath from 
Allah, and theirs will be a terrible torment.) (107. That is because they preferred the life of 
this world over that of the Hereafter. And Allah does not guide the people who disbelieve.) 
(108. They are those upon whose hearts, hearing (ears) and sight (eyes) Allah has set a seal 
over. And they are the heedless!) (109. No doubt, in the Hereafter they will be the losers.) 



Allah's Wrath against the Apostate, except for the One Who is 

forced into Disbelief 

Allah tells us that He is angry with them who willingly disbelieve in Him after clearly believing 
in Him, who open their hearts to disbelief finding peace in that, because they understood the 
faith yet they still turned away from it. They will suffer severe punishment in the Hereafter, 
because they preferred this life to the Hereafter, and they left the faith for the sake of this 
world and Allah did not guide their hearts and help them to stand firm in the true religion. He 
put a seal on their hearts so that they would not be able to understand what is beneficial for 
them, and He sealed their ears and eyes so that they would not benefit from them. Their 
faculties did not help them at all, so they are unaware of what is going to happen to them. 



(No doubt) means, it is inevitable, and no wonder that those who are like t his - 



(in the Hereafter, they will be the losers.) meaning, they will lose themselves and their 
families on the Day of Resurrection. 



(except one who was forced while his heart is at peace with the faith) This is an exception in 
the case of one who utters statements of disbelief and verbally agrees with the Mushrikin 
because he is forced to do so by the beatings and abuse to which he is subjected, but his heart 
refusesto accept what he is saying, and he is, in reality, at peace with his faith in Allah and His 
Messenger . The scholars agreed that if a person is forced into disbelief, it is permissible for 



him to either go along with them in the interests of self-preservation, or to refuse, as Bilal did 
when they were inflicting all sorts of torture on him, even placing a huge rock on his chest in 
the intense heat and telling him to admit others as partners with Allah. He refused, saying, 
"Alone, Alone." And he said, "By Allah, if I knew any word more annoying to you than this, I 
would say it." May Allah be pleased with him. Similarly, when the Liar Musaylimah asked Habib 
bin Zayd Al-Ansari, "Do you bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah" He said, 
"Yes." Then Musaylimah asked, "Do you bear witness that I am the messenger of Allah" Habib 
said, "I do not hear you." Musaylimah kept cutting him, piece by piece, but he remained 
steadfast insisting on his words. It is better and preferable for the Muslim to remain steadfast 
in his religion, even if that leads to him being killed, as was mentioned by Al-Hafiz Ibn 'Asakir 
in his biography of 'Abdullah bin Hudhafah Al-Sahmi, one of the Companions. He said that he 
was taken prisoner by the Romans, who brought him to their king. The king said, "Become a 
Christian, and I will give you a share of my kingdom and my daughter in marriage." 'Abdullah 
said: "If you were to give me all that you possess and all that Arabs possess to make me give up 
the religion of Muhammad even for an instant, I would not do it." The king said, "Then I will kill 
you." 'Abdullah said, "It is up to you." The king gave orders that he should be crucified, and 
commanded his archers to shoot near his hands and feet while ordering him to become a 
Christian, but he still refused. Then the king gave orders that he should be brought down, and 
that a big vessel made of copper be brought and heated up. Then, while 'Abdullah was 
watching, one of the Muslim prisoners was brought out and thrown into it, until all that was 
left of him was scorched bones. The king ordered him to become a Christian, but he still 
refused. Then he ordered that ' Abdullah be thrown into the vessel, and he was brought back to 
the pulley to be thrown in. ' Abdullah wept, and the king hoped that he would respond to him, 
so he called him, but 'Abdullah said, "I only weep because I have only one soul with which to 
be thrown into this vessel at this moment for the sake of Allah; I wish that I had as many souls 
as there are hairs on my body with which I could undergo this torture for the sake of Allah." 
According to some reports, the king imprisoned him and deprived him of food and drink for 
several days, then he sent him wine and pork, and he did not come near them. Then the king 
called him and asked him, "What stopped you from eating" 'Abdullah said, "It is permissible for 
me under these circumstances , but I did not want to give you the opportunity to gloat." The 
king said to him, "Kiss my head and I will let you go." 'Abdullah said, "And will you release all 
the Muslim prisoners with me" The king said, "Yes." 3d 'Abdullah kissed his head and he 
released him and all the other Muslim prisoners he was holding. When he came back, ' Umar bin 
Al-Khattab said, "Every Muslim should kiss the head of 'Abdullah bin Hudhafah, and I will be 
the first to do so." And he stood up and kissed his head. May Allah be pleased with them both. 



(110. Then, verily, your Lord for those who emigrated after they were put to trials and then 
performed Jihad, and were patient, - after this, your Lord is indeed Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
(111. (Remember) the Day when every person will come pleading for himself, and every one 
will be paid in full for what he did, and they will not be dealt with unjustly.) 



The One who is forced to renounce Islam will be forgiven if He does 

Righteous Deeds afterwards 

This refers to another group of people who were oppressed in Makkah and whose position with 
their own people was weak, so they went along with them when they were tried by them. Then 
they managed to escape by emigrating, leaving their homeland, families and wealth behind, 
seeking the pleasure and forgiveness of Allah. They joined the believers and fought with them 
against the disbelievers, bearing hardship with patience. Allah tells them that after this, 
meaning after their giving in when put to the test, He will forgive them and show mercy to 
them when they are resurrected. 



((Remember) the Day when every person will come pleading) meaning making a case in his own 
defence. 



(for himself.) means, no one else will plead on his behalf; not his father, not his son, nor his 
brother, nor his wife. 



(and every one will be paid in full for what he did,) meaning whatever he did, good or evil. 



(and they will not be dealt with unjustly.) meaning there will be no decrease in the reward for 
good, and no increase in the punishment for evil. They will not be dealt with unjustly in the 
slightest way. 



(112. And Allah gives the example of a township (Makkah), it was secure and peaceful: its 
provision coming to it in abundance from every place, but it (its people) denied the favors of 
Allah. So Allah made it taste extreme hunger (famine) and fear, because of what they did.) 
(113. There has come to them a Messenger from among themselves, but they denied him, so 
the torment seized them while they were wrongdoers.) 



The Example of Makkah 

This example refers to the people of Makkah, which had been secure, peaceful and stable, a 
secure sanctuary while men were being snatched away from everywhere outside of it. Whoever 
entered Makkah, he was safe, and he had no need to fear, as Allah said: 



(And they say: "If we follow the guidance with you, we would be snatched away from our land." 
Have We not established a secure sanctuary (Makkah) for them, to which are brought fruits of 
all kinds, a provision from Ourselves.) 28:57 Smilarly, Allah says here: 



(its provision coming to it in abundance) meaning, with ease and in plenty, 



(from every place, but it (its people) denied the favors of Allah.) meaning, they denied the 
blessings of Allah towards them, the greatest of which was Muhammad being sent to them, as 
Allah said: 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the favors of Allah into disbelief, and caused their 
people to dwell in the abode of destruction; Hell, in which they will burn, - and what an evil 
place to settle in!) (14:28-29). Hence Allah replaced their former blessings with the opposite, 
and said: 



(So Allah made it taste extreme hunger (famine) and fear,) meaning, He inflicted it and made 
them taste of hunger after fruits of all kinds and provision in abundance from every place had 
been brought to it. This was when they defied the Messenger of Allah and insisted on opposing 
him, so he supplicated against them, asking Allah to send them seven years like the seven years 
of Yusuf (i.e., seven years of famine), and they were stricken with a year in which everything 
that they had was destroyed, and they ate ' Alhaz', which is the hair of the camel mixed with 
its blood when it is slaughtered. 



(and fear). This refers to the fact that their sense of security was replaced with fear of the 
Messenger of Allah and his Companions after they had migrated to Al-Madinah. They feared the 
power and the attack of his armies, and they started to lose and face the destruction of 
everything that belonged to them, until Allah made it possible for His Messenger to conquer 
Makkah. This happened because of their evil deeds, their wrongdoing and their rejection of the 
Messenger that Allah sent to them from among themselves. He reminded them of this blessing 
in the Ayah: 



(Indeed, Allah blessed the believers when He sent Messenger from among themselves to them.) 
(3:164) and, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah! men of understanding who have believed, Allah has indeed revealed 
to you a reminder (this Qur'an). (And has also sent to you) a Messenger.) 65:10-1 1 and: 



(Smilarly (as a blessing), We have sent a Messenger to you from among you, reciting Our Ayat 
to you, and purifying you, and teaching you the Book (the Qur'an) and the Hikmah (i.e. 
Sunnah).) Until 



(and do not be ungrateful.) 2:151-152 Allah changed the situation of the disbelievers and 
made it the opposite of what it had been, so they lived in fear after being secure, they were 
hungry after having plenty of provisions. After the believers lived in fear, Allah granted them 
security, giving them ample provisions after they lived in poverty, making them rulers, 
governors and leaders of mankind. This is what we say about the example that was given of the 
people of Makkah. It was also the opinion of AI-'Awfi and Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, 
* Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, and Malik narrated it from Az-Zuhri as well. May Allah have 
mercy on them all. 



(114. So eat of the lawful and good food which Allah has provided for you. And be grateful for 
Allah's favor, if it is He Whom you worship.) (115. He has only forbidden dead flesh, blood, the 
flesh of swine, and any animal which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah. But if 
one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, nor transgressing, then, Allah is 
Pardoning, Most Merciful.) (116. And do not describe what your tongues have lied about, 
saying: "This is lawful and this is forbidden," to invent lies against Allah. Verily, those who 
invent lies against Allah, will never succeed.) (117. A passing brief enjoyment (will be theirs), 
but they will suffer a painful torment.) 



The Command to eat Lawful Provisions and to be Thankful, and an 

Explanation of what is Unlawful 

Allah orders His believing servants to eat the good and lawful things that He has provided, and 
to give thanks to Him for that, for He is the Giver and Originator of all favors, Who alone 
deserves to be worshipped, having no partners or associate. Then Allah mentions what He has 



forbidden things which harm them in both religious and worldly affairs, i.,e., dead meat, blood 
and the flesh of pigs. 



(and any animal which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah.) meaning, it was 
slaughtered with the mention of a name other than that of Allah. Nevertheless, 



(But if one is forced by necessity.) meaning, if one needs to do it, without deliberately 
disobeying or transgressing, then, 



(Allah is Pardoning, Most Merciful.) We have already discussed a similar Ayah in Surat Al- 
Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat it here. And to Allah be praise. Then Allah forbids us 
to follow the ways of the idolators who declare things to be permitted or forbidden based upon 
their own whims and whatever names they agree on, such as the Bahirah (a she-camel whose 
milk was spared for the idols and nobody was allowed to milk it), the Sa'ibah (a she-camel let 
loose for free pasture for their false gods, idols, etc., and nothing was allowed to be carried on 
it), the Wasilah (a she-camel set free for idols because it has given birth to a she-camel at its 
first delivery and then again gives birth to a she-camel at its second delivery) and the Ham (a 
stallion camel freed from work for the sake of their idols, after it had finished a number of acts 
of copulation assigned for it), and so on. All of these were laws and customs that were 
invented during jahiliyyah. Then Allah says: 



(And do not describe what your tongues have lied about, saying: "This is lawful and this is 
forbidden," to invent lies against Allah.) This includes everyone who comes up with an 
innovation (Bid' ah) for which he has no evidence from the Shari'ah, or whoever declares 
something lawful that Allah has forbidden, or whoever declares something unlawful that Allah 
has permitted, only because it suits his opinions or whim to do so. 



(describe what...) meaning, do not speak lies because of what your tongues put forth. Then 
Allah warns against that by saying: 



(Verily, those who invent lies against Allah, will never succeed.) meaning, either in this world 
or the Hereafter. As for this world, it is transient pleasure, and in the Hereafter, theirs will be 
a severe punishment, as Allah says: 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We will drive them into an unrelenting 
punishment.) (31:24) and 



(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in 
this world! and then to Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they disbelieved.) (10:69-70) 



(118. And for those who are Jews, We have forbidden such things as We have mentioned to you 
before. And We did not wrong them, but they wronged themselves.) (119. Then, your Lord for 
those who did evil out of ignorance and afterward repent and do righteous deeds - verily, after 
that, your Lord is Pardoning, Most Merciful.) 



Some Good Things were Forbidden for the Jews 

After mentioning that He has forbidden us to eat dead meat, blood, the flesh of swine, and any 
animal which is slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, and after making allowances 
for cases of necessity - which is part of making things easy for this Ummah, because Allah 
desires ease for us, not hardship - Allah then mentions what He forbade for the Jews in their 
laws before they were abrogated, and the restrictions, limitations and difficulties involved 
therein. He tells us: 



(And for those who are Jews, We have forbidden such things as We have mentioned to you 
before.) meaning in Surat Al-An' am, where Allah says: 



(And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We forbade 
them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheresto their backs) Until, 



(We are indeed truthful) 6:146 Hence Allah says here: 



(And We did not wrong them,) meaning, in the restrictions that We imposed upon them. 



(but they wronged themselves. ) meaning, they deserved that. This is like the Ayah: 



(Because of the wrong committed of those who were Jews, We prohibited certain good foods 
which had been lawful for them - and (also) for their hindering many from Allah's way.) (4:160) 
Then Allah tells us, honoring and remin- ding believers who have sinned of His blessings, that 
who- ever among them repents, He will accept his repentance, as He says: 



(Then, your Lord for those who did evil out of ignorance) Some of the Salaf said that this means 
that everyone who disobeys Allah is ignorant. 



(and afterward repent and do righteous deeds) meaning, they give up the sins they used to 
commit and turn to doing acts of obedience to Allah. 



(verily, after that, your Lord is...) means, after that mistake 



(...Pardoning, Most Merciful.) 



(120. Verily, Ibrahim was (himself) an Ummah, obedient to Allah, a Hanif (monotheist), and he 
was not one of the idolators.) (121. (He was) thankful for His favors. He (Allah) chose him and 
guided him to a straight path.) (122. And We gave him good in this world, and in the Hereafter 
he shall be of the righteous.) (123. Then, We have sent the revelation to you: "Follow the 
religion of Ibrahim (he was a) Hanif, and he was not one of the idolators.") 



He selected him, as Allah says 



(And before, We indeed gave Ibrahim his integrity, and We were indeed most knowledgeable 
about him)(21:51). Then Allah says: 



(and guided him to a straight path.) which means to worship Allah alone, without partners or 
associate, in the manner that He prescribed and which pleases Him. 



(And We gave him good in this world,) meaning, 'We granted him all that a believer may 
require for a good and complete life in this world.' 



(and in the Hereafter he shall be of the righteous.) Concerning the Ayah: 



(And We gave him good in this world,) Mujahid said: "This means a truthful tongue. 



(Then, We have sent the revelation to you: "Follow the religion of Ibrahim (he was a) Hanif. ..) 
meaning, 'because of his perfection, greatness, and the soundness of hisTawhid and his way, 
We revealed to you, Seal of the Messengers and Leader of the Prophets ,' 



(Follow the religion of Ibrahim (he was a) Hanif and he was not of the idolators.) This is like the 
Ayah in Surat Al-An' am: 



(Say: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim, 
(he was a) Hanif and he was not of the idolators.") (6:161). Then Allah rebukes the Jews, 



(124. The Sabbath was only prescribed for those who differed concerning it, and verily, your 
Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about what they differed over.) 



The Prescription of the Sabbath for the Jews 

There is no doubt that for every nation, Allah prescribed one day of the week for people to 
gather to worship Him. For this Ummah He prescribed Friday, because it is the sixth day, on 
which Allah completed and perfected His creation. On this day He gathered and completed His 
blessings for His servants. It was said that Allah prescribed this day for the Children of Israel 
through His Prophet Musa, but they changed it and chose Saturday because it was the day on 
which the Creator did not create anything, as He had completed His creation on Friday. Allah 
made observance of the Sabbath obligatory for them in the laws of the Tawrah (Torah), telling 
them to keep the Sabbath. At the same time, He told them to follow Muhammad when he was 
sent, and took their promises and covenant to that effect. Hence Allah says: 



(The Sabbath was only prescribed for those who differed concerning it,) Mujahid said: "They 
observed the Sabbath (Saturday) and ignored Friday." Then they continued to observe Saturday 
until Allah sent " Isa bin Maryam. It was said that he told them to change it to Sunday, and it 
was also said that he did not forsake the laws of the Tawrah except for a few rulings which 
were abrogated, and he continued to observe the Sabbath until he was taken up (into heaven). 
Afterwards, the Christians at the time of Constantine were the ones who changed it to Sunday 
in order to be different from the Jews, and they started to pray towards the east instead of 
facing the Dome (i.e., Jerusalem). And Allah knows best. It was reported in the Two Sahihs 
that Abu Hurayrah heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 



(We are the last, but we will be the first on the Day of Resurrection, even though they were 
given the Book before us. This is the day that Allah obligated upon them, but they differed 
concerning it. Allah guided us to this day, and the people observe their days after us, the Jews 
on the following day and the Christians on the day after that.) This version was recorded by Al- 
Bukhari. It was reported that Abu Hurayrah and Hudhayfah said that the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(Allah let the people who came before us stray from Friday, so the Jews had Saturday and the 
Christians had Sunday. Then Allah brought us and guided us to Friday. So now there are Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, thus they will follow us on the Day of Resurrection. We are the last of 
the people of this world, but will be the first on the Day of Resurrection, and will be the first 
to be judged, before all of creation.) It was reported by Muslim. 



(125. Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair preaching, and argue with them with 
that which is best. Truly, your Lord best knows who has strayed from His path, and He best 
knows those who are guided.) 



The Command to invite people to Allah with Wisdom and Good 

Preaching 

Allah commands His Messenger Muhammad to invite the people to Allah with Hikmah (wisdom). 
Ibn Jarir said: "That is what was revealed to him from the Book and the Sunnah." 



(and fair preaching) meaning, with exhortation and stories of the events that happened to 
people that are mentioned in the Qur'an, which he is to tell them about in order to warn them 
of the punishment of Allah. 



(and argue with them with that which is best.) meaning, if any of them want to debate and 
argue, then let that be in the best manner, with kindness, gentleness and good speech, as Allah 
says elsewhere: 



(And do not argue with the People of the Book, unless it be with that which is best, except for 
those who purposefully do wrong.) 29:46 Allah commanded him to speak gently, as He 
commanded Musa and Harun to do when he sent them to Pharaoh, as He said: 



(And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear (Allah))(20: 44). 



(Truly, your Lord best knows who has strayed from His path,) meaning, Allah already knows 
who is doomed (destined for Hell) and who is blessed (destined for Paradise). This has already 
been written with Him and the matter is finished, so call them to Allah, but do not exhaust 
yourself with regret over those who go astray, for it is not your task to guide them. You are 
just a warner, and all you have to do is convey the Message, and it is He Who will bring them to 
account. 



(You cannot guide whom you love) 28:56 



(It is not up to you to guide them, but Allah guides whom He wills.) 2:72 



(126. And if you punish them, then punish them with the like of that with which you were 
afflicted. But if you have patience with them, then it is better for those who are patient.) 
(127. And be patient, and your patience will not be, but by the help of Allah. And do not grieve 
over them, and do not be distressed by their plots.) (128. Truly, Allah is with those who have 
Taqwa, and the doers of good.) 



The Command for Equality in Punishment 

Allah commands justice in punishment and equity in settling the cases of rights. ' Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that, concerning the Ayah, 



(then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted.) Ibn Srin said, "If a man 
among you takes something from you, then you should take something similar from him." This 
was also the opinion of Mujahid, Ibrahim, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, and others. Ibn Jarir also favored 
this opinion. Ibn Zayd said: "They had been commanded to forgive the idolators, then some 
men became Muslim who were strong and powerful. They said, '0 Messenger of Allah, if only 
Allah would give us permission, we would sort out these dogs!' Then this Ayah was revealed, 
then it was latter abrogated by the command to engage in Jihad." 



(And be patient, and your patience will not be but by the help of Allah.) This emphasizes the 
command to be patient and tells us that patience cannot be acquired except by the will, help, 
decree and power of Allah. Then Allah says: 



(And do not grieve over them,) meaning, those who oppose you, for Allah has decreed that this 
should happen. 



(and do not be distressed) means do not be worried or upset. 



(by their plots.) meaning; because of the efforts they are putting into opposing you and causing 
you harm, for Allah is protecting, helping, and supporting you, and He will cause you to prevail 
and defeat them. 



(Truly, Allah is with those who have Taqwa, and the doers of good.) meaning; He is with them 
in the sense of supporting them, helping them and guiding them. This is a special kind of "being 
with", as All ah says elsewhere: 



((Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, "Verily, I am with you, so support those 
who believe.") 8:12 And Allah said to Musa and Harun: 



(Fear not, verily I am with you both, hearing and seeing.) 20:46 The Prophet said to (Abu 
Bakr) As-Sddiq when they were in the cave: 

« » 

(Do not worry, Allah is with us.") The general kind of "being with" some one, or something is by 
means of seeing, hearing and knowing, as Allah says: 



(And He is with you wherever you may be. And Allah sees whatever you do.) 57:4 



(Have you not seen that Allah knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth 
There is no secret counsel of three but He is their fourth, - nor of five but He is their sixth, - 
nor of lessthan that or more, but He iswith them wherever they may be.) 58:7 



(You will not be in any circumstance, nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor having done any 
deeds, but We are witnessing you.) 10:61 



(those who have Taqwa) means, they keep away from that which is forbidden. 



(and the doers of good. ) meaning they do deeds of obedience to Allah. These are the ones 
whom Allah takes care of, He gives them support, and helps them to prevail over their enemies 
and opponents. This is end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Nahl. To Allah be praise and blessings, and 
peace and blessings be upon Muhammad and his family and Companions. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-lsra 

(Chapter - 1 7) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-lsra' 

Imam Al-Hafiz Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad bin Isma'il Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said 
concerning Surah Bani Israel (i.e., Surat Al-lsra'), Al-Kahf and Maryam: "They are among the 
earliest and most beautiful Surahs and they are my treasure." Imam Ahmad recorded that 
'A'ishah said: "The Messenger of Allah used to fast until we would say, he does not want to 
break his fast, then he would not fast until we would say, he does not want to fast, and he 
used to recite Bani Isra'il and Az-Zumar every night." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Glorified be He Who took His servant for a Journey by Night from Al-Masjid Al-Haram to Al- 
Masjid Al-Aqsa, the neighborhood whereof We have blessed, in order that We might show him 
of Our Ayat. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 



The Isra' (Night Journey) 

Allah glorifies Himself, for His ability to do that which none but He can do, for there is no God 
but He and no Lord besides Him. 



(Who took His servant for a Journey) refers to Muhammad 



(by Night) means, in the depths of the night. 



(from Al-Masjid Al-Haram) means the Masjid in Makkah. 



(to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa,) means the Sacred House which is in Jerusalem, the origin of the 
Prophets from the time of Ibrahim Al-Khalil. The Prophets all gathered there, and he 
(Muhammad ) led them in prayer in their own homeland. This indicates that he is the greatest 
leader of all, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and upon them. 



(the neighborhood whereof We have blessed) means, its agricultural produce and fruits are 
blessed 



(in order that We might show him), i.e., Muhammad 



(of Our Ayat.) i.e., great signs. As Allah says: 



(Indeed he did see of the greatest signs, of his Lord (Allah).) (53:18) We will mention below 
what was narrated in the Sunnah concerning this. 



(Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) means, He hears all the words of His servants, 
believers and disbelievers, faithful and infidel, and He sees them and gives each of them what 
he deserves in this world and the Hereafter. Hadiths about Al-lsra' 



The Report of Anas bin Malik 

Imam Ahmad reported from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



(Al-Buraq was brought to me, and it was a white animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than 
a mule. One stride of this creature covered a distance as far as it could see. I rode on it and it 
took me to Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem), where I tethered it at the hitching post of the 
Prophets. Then I entered and prayed two Rak' ahs there, and came out. Jibril brought me a 
vessel of wine and a vessel of milk, and I chose the milk. Jibril said: 'You have chosen the 
Fitrah (natural instinct).' Then I was taken up to the first heaven and Jibril asked for it to be 
opened. It was said, 'Who are you' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 
' Muhammad.' It was asked, ' Has his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' 3d it was 
opened for us, and there I saw Adam, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. Then I 
was taken up to the second heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, ' Who are 
you' He said, ' Jibril.' It was said, ' Who is with you' He said, ' Muhammad.' It was asked, ' Has 
his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' So it was opened for us, and there I saw 
the two maternal cousins, Yahya and ' Isa, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. Then 
I was taken up to the third heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, ' Who are 
you' He said, ' Jibril.' It was said, ' Who is with you' He said, ' Muhammad.' It was asked, ' Has 
his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' So it was opened for us, and there I saw 
Yusuf, who had been given the beautiful half. He welcomed me and prayed for good for me. 
Then I was taken up to the fourth heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, 
'Who are you' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 'Muhammad.' It was 
asked, ' Has his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' So it was opened for us, and 
there I saw Idris, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. - then (the Prophet ) said: 
Allah says: 



(And We raised him to a high station) (19:57). 



« » 

Then he resumed his narrative: (Then I was taken up to the fifth heaven and Jibril asked for it 
to be opened. It was said, 'Who are you' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He 
said, ' Muhammad.' It was asked, ' Has his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' So 



it was opened for us, and there I saw Harun, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. 
Then I was taken up to the sixth heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, ' Who 
are you' He said, 'Jibril. It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 'Muhammad.' It was asked, 
' Has his Mission started' He said, ' His Mission has started.' S3 it was opened for us, and there I 
saw Musa, who welcomed me and prayed for good for me. Then I was taken up to the seventh 
heaven and Jibril asked for it to be opened. It was said, 'Who are you' He said, 'Jibril.' It was 
said, ' Who is with you' He said, ' Muhammad.' It was asked, ' Has his Mission started' He said, 
' His Mission has started.' So it was opened for us, and there I saw Ibrahim, who was leaning 
back against the Much-Frequented House (Al-Bayt Al-Ma'mur). Every day seventy thousand 
angels enter it, then they never come back to it again. Then I was taken to Sdrat Al-Muntaha 
(the Lote tree beyond which none may pass), and its leaves were like the leaves ears of 
elephants and its fruits were like jugs, and when it was veiled with whatever it was veiled with 
by the command of Allah, it changed, and none of the creatures of Allah can describe it 
because it is so beautiful. Then Allah revealed that which He revealed to me. He enjoined on 
me fifty prayers every day and night. I came down until I reached Musa, and he said, 'What did 
your Lord enjoin on your Ummah' I said, ' Fifty prayers everyday and night.' He said, ' Go back 
to your Lord and ask Him to reduce (the burden) for your Ummah, for your Ummah will not be 
able to do that. I tested the Children of Israel and found out how they were.' So I went back to 
my Lord and said, ' Lord, reduce (the burden) for my Ummah for they will never be able to 
do that.' So He reduced it by five. I came back down until I met Musa and he asked me, 'What 
did you do' I said, ' (My Lord) reduced (my burden) by five.' He said, ' Go back to your Lord and 
ask Him to reduce (the burden) for your Ummah.' I kept going back between my Lord and Musa, 
and (my Lord) reduced it by five each time, until He said, '0 Muhammad, these are five 
prayers every day and night, and for every prayer there is (the reward of) ten, so they are 
(like) fifty prayers. Whoever wants to do something good then does not do it, one good deed 
will be recorded for him, and if he does it, ten good deeds will be recorded for him. Whoever 
wants to do something evil and does not do it, no evil deed will be recorded for him, and if he 
does it, one evil deed will be recorded for him.' I came down until I reached Musa, and told him 
about this. He said: ' Go back to your Lord and ask him to reduce (the burden) for your Ummah, 
for they will never be able to do that.' I had kept going back to my Lord until I felt too shy.) 
This version was also recorded by Muslim. Imam Ahmad recorded Anas saying that Al-Buraq was 
brought to the Prophet on the Night of the Isra' with his saddle and reins ready for riding. The 
animal shied, and Jibril said to him: "Why are you doing this By Allah, no one has ever ridden 
you who is more honored by Allah than him." At this, Al-Buraq started to sweat. This was also 
recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said it is Gharib. Ahmad also recorded that Anas said: "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(When I was taken up to my Lord (during Al-Mi'raj), I passed by people who had nails of copper 
with which they were scratching their faces and chests. I asked, 'Who are these, Jibril' He 



said, 'These are those who ate the flesh of the people i.e., backbiting and slandered their 
honor.') This was also recorded by Abu Dawud. Anas also said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(On the night when I was taken on my Night Journey (Al-lsra 1 ), I passed by Musa, who was 
standing, praying in his grave.) This was also recorded by Muslim. 



The Report of Anas bin Malik from Malik bin Sa' sa' ah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that Malik bin Sa' sa' ah told him that the 
Prophet of Allah told them about the night in which he was taken on the Night Journey (Al- 
lsra'). He said: 



» 



« 



(While I was lying down in Al-Hatim (or maybe, Qatadah said, in Al-Hijr) 'someone came to me 
and said to his companion, ' The one who is in the middle of these three.' He came to me and 
opened me.) I one of the narrators heard Qatadah say, 'split me - from here to here.' 
Qatadah said: "I said to Al-Jarud, who was beside me, 'What does that mean' He said, ' From 
the top of his chest to below his navel', and I heard him say, 'from his throat to below his 
navel'. The Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(He took out my heart and brought a golden vessel filled with faith and wisdom. He washed my 
heart then filled it up and put it back, then a white animal was brought to me that was smaller 



than a mule and larger than a donkey.) Al-Jarud said, 'Was this Al-Buraq, Abu Hamzah' He 
said, 'Yes, and its stride covered a distance as far as it could see.' The Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(I was mounted upon it and Jibril brought me to the first heaven, and asked for it to be 
opened. It was said, 'Who is this' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 
'Muhammad.' It was said, 'Has his Mission started' He said, 'Yes.' It was said, 'Welcome to 
him, blessed is the one who comes.' So it was opened for us and when I entered, I saw Adam. 
(Jibril) said, 'This is your father Adam, greet him.' So I greeted him, and he returned the 
greeting then said, ' Welcome to the righteous son and righteous Prophet.' Then I was taken up 
to the fifth heaven, and (Jibril) asked for it to be opened. It was said, 'Who is this' He said, 
'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 'Muhammad.' It was said, 'Has his Mission 
started' He said, ' Yes.' It was said, ' Welcome to him, blessed is the one who comes.' So it was 
opened for us and when I entered, I saw Harun. (Jibril) said, 'This is Harun, greet him.' So I 
greeted him, and he returned the greeting then said, 'Welcome to the righteous brother and 
righteous Prophet.' Then I was taken up to the sixth heaven, and (Jibril) asked for it to be 
opened. It was said, 'Who is this' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 
'Muhammad.' It was said, 'Has his Mission started' He said, 'Yes.' It was said, 'Welcome to 
him, blessed is the one who comes.' So it was opened for us and when I entered, I saw Musa. 
(Jibril) said, 'This is Musa, greet him.' So I greeted him, and he returned the greeting then 
said, 'Welcome to the righteous brother and righteous Prophet.' When I passed by him, he 
wept, and it was said to him, 'Why are you weeping' He said, ' I am weeping because a young 
man was sent after me and more people from his Ummah than from mine will enter Paradise.' 
Then I was taken up to the seventh heaven, and (Jibril) asked for it to be opened. It was said, 
'Who is this' He said, 'Jibril.' It was said, 'Who is with you' He said, 'Muhammad'. It was said, 
' Has his Mission started' He said, ' Yes.' It was said, ' Welcome to him, blessed is the one who 
comes.' So it was opened for us and when I entered, I saw Ibrahim. (Jibril) said, 'This is 
Ibrahim, greet him.' So I greeted him, and he returned the greeting then said, ' Welcome to the 
righteous son and righteous Prophet.' Then I was taken up to Sdrat Al-Muntaha, whose fruits 
like the clay jugs of Hajar (a region in Arabia) and its leaves were like the ears of elephants. 
(Jibril) said: 'This is Sdrat Al-Muntaha.' And there were four rivers, two hidden and two 
visible. I said, 'What is this, Jibril' He said, 'The two hidden rivers are rivers in Paradise, and 
the two visible rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates.' Then I was shown Al-Bayt Al-Ma'mur.) 
Qatadah said: Al-Hasan told us narrating from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet saw Al-Bayt Al- 



Ma' mur. Each day seventy thousand angels enter it, then they never return from it. Then he 
continued to narrate the Hadith of Anas; 



» 



« 



(Then I was brought a vessel of wine, a vessel of milk and a vessel of honey. I chose the milk, 
and he Jibril said, 'This is the Fitrah (natural instinct) on which you and your Ummah will be. 
' Then the prayer was enjoined upon me, fifty prayers each day. I came down until I reached 
Musa, who said, ' What did your Lord enjoin upon your Ummah' I said, ' Fifty prayers each day.' 
He said, 'Your Ummah will not be able to do fifty prayers each day. I tried the people before 
you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult for me. Go back to your 
Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.' 3d I went back, and the number was 
reduced by ten. I came back to Musa and he asked, ' What were you commanded to do' I said, 
* Forty prayers each day.' He said, ' Your Ummah will not be able to do forty prayers each day. I 
tried the people before you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult 
for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.' So I went 
back, and the number was reduced by ten. I came back to Musa and he asked, ' What were you 
commanded to do' I said, 'I was commanded to do thirty prayers each day.' He said, 'Your 
Ummah will not be able to do thirty prayers each day. I tried the people before you, I had to 
deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult for me. Go back to your Lord and ask 
Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.' £b I went back, and the number was reduced by 
ten. I came back to Musa and he asked, 'What were you commanded to do' I said, 'Twenty 
prayers each day.' He said, 'Your Ummah will not be able to do twenty prayers each day. I 
tried the people before you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult 
for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.' So I went 
back, and the number was reduced by ten more. I came back to Musa and he asked, 'What 
were you commanded to do' I said, 'Ten prayers each day.' He said, 'Your Ummah will not be 
able to do ten prayers each day. I tried the people before you, I had to deal with the Children 
of Israel and it was very difficult for me. Go back to your Lord and ask Him to reduce the 
burden on your Ummah.' So I went back, and I was commanded to do five prayers every day. I 
came back to Musa and he asked, ' What were you commanded to do' I said, ' Five prayers each 
day.' He said, 'Your Ummah will not be able to do five prayers each day. I tried the people 
before you, I had to deal with the Children of Israel and it was very difficult for me. Go back to 
your Lord and ask Him to reduce the burden on your Ummah.' I said, ' I have asked my Lord 
until I feel too shy. I accept this and submit to Him.' Then a voice called out: ' My order has 
been decreed and I have reduced the burden on My servants.') Similar narrations were recorded 
in the Two Sahihs. 



The Report of Anas from Abu Dharr 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: Abu Dharr used to tell us that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The roof of my house was opened while I was in Makkah, and Jibril came down and opened my 
chest, then he washed it with Zamzam water. Then he brought a vessel of gold filled with 
wisdom and faith, and poured it into my chest, then he closed it up. Then he took me by the 
hand and took me up to the lowest heaven. When we came to the lowest heaven, Jibril said to 
its keeper, ' Open up!' He said, ' Who is this' He said, ' Jibril. ' He said, ' Is there anyone with 
you' He said, 'Yes, Muhammad is with me.' He said, 'Has his Mission started' He said, 'Yes.' 
When it was opened, we went up into the first heaven, where I saw a man sitting with a 
multitude to his right and another to his left. When he looked to his right he smiled, and when 
he looked to his left, he wept. He said, 'Welcome to the righteous Prophet and the righteous 
son.' I said to Jibril, ' Who is this' He said, ' This is Adam, and these multitudes to his right and 
left are the souls of his descendants. The people on his right include the people of Paradise, 
and the people on his left include the people of Hell, so when he looks to his right he smiles, 
and when he looks to his left he weeps.' Then he took me up to the second heaven... Then we 
passed by Ibrahim, who said, ' Welcome to the righteous Prophet and the righteous son.' I said, 
'Who is this' He said, 'This is Ibrahim.') Az-Zuhri said: ibn Hazm told me that Ibn 'Abbas and 
Abu Habbah Al-Ansari used to say: the Prophet narrated here - 



» 



« 



(Then I was taken up until I reached a level where I could hear the sound of the pens.) Ibn 
Hazm and Anas bin Malik said: the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(Allah enjoined upon my Ummah fifty prayers. I came back with this (message) until I passed by 
Musa, who said, ' What did your Lord enjoin upon your Ummah' I said, 'He enjoined fifty 
prayers.' Musa said, ' Go back to your Lord, for your Ummah will not be able to do that.' So I 
went back, and He reduced it by half. Then I came back to Musa and said, ' It has been reduced 
by half.' He said, ' Go back to your Lord, for your Ummah will not be able to do that.' So I went 
back, and it was reduced by half. I came back to him, and he said, * Go back to your Lord, for 
your Ummah will not be able to do that.' So I went back, and He said: 'They are five but equal 
in reward to fifty, for My word does not change.' I came back to Musa and he said, ' Go back to 
your Lord.' I said, ' I feel too shy before my Lord.' Then I was taken up until I reached Sdrat Al- 
Muntaha, which was veiled in indescribable colors. Then I entered Paradise, in which I saw nets 
of pearls and its soil of musk.) This version was recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Prayer. 
He also reported in the Book of Tafsir, under the discussion of Bani Isra'il (i.e., Surat Al-lsra'), 
the Book of Hajj and the Stories of the Prophets, via different chains of narration from Yunus. 
Muslim recorded similar Hadiths in his Sahih in the Book of Faith. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
'Abdullah bin Shaqiq said: I said to Abu Dharr, "If I had seen the Messenger of Allah , I would 
have asked him." He said, "What would you have asked him" He said, "I would have asked him, 
if he saw his Lord" He said, "I did ask him that, and he said, 



« » 

(I saw it as light, how could I see Him)" This is how it was narrated in the report of Imam 
Ahmad. Muslim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Shaqiq said that Abu Dharr said: "I asked the 
Messenger of Allah , ' Did you see your Lord' He said, 



« » 

((I saw) a light, how could I see Him)" 'Abdullah bin Shaqiq said: I said to Abu Dharr, "If I had 
seen the Messenger of Allah , I would have asked him." He said, "What would you have asked 
him" He said, "I would have asked him, x Did you see your Lord" Abu Dharr said, "I asked him 
that, and he said, 



« » 

(I saw light.) 

The Report of Jabir bin ' Abdullah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ' Abdullah said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(When Quraysh did not believe that I had been taken on the Night Journey to Bayt Al-Maqdis, I 
stood up in Al-Hijr and Allah displayed Bayt Al-Maqdis before me, so I told them about its 
features while I was looking at it.) This was also reported in the Two Sahihs with different 
chains of narration. According to Al-Bayhaqi, Ibn Shihab said: Abu Salamah bin * Abdur-Rahman 
said: Some people from Quraish went to Abu Bakr and said, "Have you heard what your 
companion is saying He is claiming that he went to Bayt Al-Maqdis and came back to Makkah in 
one night!" Abu Bakr said, "Did he say that" They said, "Yes." Abu Bakr said, "Then I bear witness 
that if he said that, he is speaking the truth." They said, "You believe that he went to Ash-Sham 
Greater Syria in one night and came back to Makkah before morning" He said, "Yes, I believe 
him with regard to something even more than that. I believe him with regard to the revelation 
that comes to him from heaven." Abu Salamah said, from then on Abu Bakr was known as As- 
Sddiq (the true believer). 



The Report of ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said: "On the night when the Messenger of Allah was 
taken on his Night Journey, he entered Paradise, in some part of which he heard a sound. He 
said, Jibri I , what is this' He said, "This is Bilal , the Mu'adhdhin.' When the Prophet came 
back to the people, he said, 



« » 

(Bilal has succeeded, I saw that he will have such and such.) He the Prophet was met by 
Musa, who welcomed him and said, 'Welcome to the Unlettered Prophet.' He was a tall, dark 
man with lank hair coming down to his ears or above his ears. He said, * Who is this, Jibril" He 
said, " This is Musa.' Then he went on and met a venerable, distinguished old man, who 
welcomed him and greeted him with Salam, and all of them were greeting him. He said, 'Who 
is this, O Jibril' He said, 'This is your father Ibrahim.' Then he looked into Hell and saw some 
people eating rotten meat. He said, 'Who are these people, O Jibril' He said, 'They are those 
who used to eat the flesh of the people i.e., backbiting .' He saw a man who was very red and 
dark blue, and said, ' Who is this, O Jibril' He said, 'This is the one who slaughtered the she- 
camel (of Salih).' When the Messenger of Allah came to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa, he stood up to pray, 
and all the Prophets gathered and prayed with him. When he finished, he was brought two 
cups, one on his right and one on his left, one containing milk and one containing honey. He 
took the milk and drank it, and the one who was carrying the cup said, ' You have chosen the 
Fitrah (natural instinct).'" The chain of narrators isSahih, although they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
did not record it. Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "The Messenger of Allah was 
taken on the Night Journey to Bayt Al-Maqdis, then he came back and told them about his 
journey and the features of Bayt Al-Maqdis and the caravan (of Quraysh). Same people said, 
'We do not believe what Muhammad is saying,' and they left Islam and became disbelievers. 
Allah destroyed them when He destroyed Abu Jahl. Abu Jahl said: 'Muhammad is trying to 
scare us with the tree of Zaqqum; bring some dates and butter and let us have some Zaqqurm!' 
The Prophet also saw the Dajjal in his true form, in real life, not in a dream, and he saw ' Isa, 
Musa and Ibrahim. The Prophet was asked about the Dajjal, and he said: 

» 



( ) 



« 



(I saw him as a tall and huge man, with a whitish complexion. One of his eyes stood out like a 
shining star. The hair on his head looked like the branches of a tree. And I saw ' Isa, white with 
curly hair and an intense gaze, of average build. I saw Musa, dark-skinned, with a lot of hair 
and a strong build. I looked at Ibrahim and did not see anything in him that I do not see in 
myself; it is as if he were your companion meaning himself . Jibril said: * Greet your father 
with Sal am,' so I greeted him with Salam.) This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i from the Hadith 
of Abu Zayd Thabit bin Yazid from Hilal, who is Ibn Khabbab, and it is a Sahih chain of 
narrators. Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Abu AI-'Aliyah said: "The cousin of your Prophet , Ibn 
* Abbas narrated to us from the Messenger of Allah , he said: Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(On the night when I was taken on the Night Journey, I saw Musa bin ' Imran, a tall, curly- 
haired man, as if he was from the tribe of Shanu'ah. And I saw x Isa bin Maryam, of medium 
stature, white with a reddish complexion, with straight hair.) And he was shown Malik, the 
keeper of Hell, and the Dajjal, with the signs that Allah revealed to him.' He said, 



(So be not you in doubt of meeting him.) 32:33 Qatadah used to interpret this to mean that 
the Prophet of Allah met Musa. 



(And We made it or him a guide to the Children of Israel) 32:33 Qatadah said: "(This means) 
Allah made Musa a guide for the Children of Israel. " Muslim reported this in his Sahih, and Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim recorded a shorter version from Qatadah. Imam Ahmad also recorded that 
Ibn * Abbas said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(On the night when I was taken on the Night Journey, I woke up in Makkah the next morning 
having anxiety that, I knew that the people would not believe me.) He kept away from people, 
feeling anxious and sad, then the enemy of Allah Abu Jahl passed by him and came to sit with 
him, saying mockingly, ' Is there anything new' The Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Yes). He said, * What is it' He said, 



« » 

(I wastaken on a Journey last night.) He said, " Where to' He said, 

« » 

(To Bayt Al-Maqdis.) He said, ' Then this morning you were among us' He said, 

« » 

(Yes). Abu Jahl did not want to say to his face that he was lying, lest he deny saying it when he 
called other people to hear him, so he said: ' Do you think that if I call your people, you will 
tell them about what happened' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Yes.) Abu Jahl said, '0 people of Bani Ka' b bin Lu'ayl' People got up from where they were 
sitting and came to join them. Abu Jahl said, 'Tell your people what you told me.' The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(I wastaken on a Journey last night.) They said, ' Where to' He said, 

« » 

(To Bayt Al-Maqdis.) They said, 'Then this morning you were among us' He said, 

« » 

(Yes). They began to clap their hands together and put their hands on their heads in 
astonishment at this "lie" - as they claimed it to be. They said, ' Can you describe the sanctuary 
to us' Among them were some who had travelled to that land and seen the sanctuary, so the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« : 

(I started to describe it, until I reached a point where I was not sure about some of the details, 
but then the sanctuary was brought close and placed near the house of ' Uqayl - or ' Iqal - so I 
could look at it and describe the details.) I could not remember those description. The people 
said, 'As for the description, by Allah he has got it right." This was recorded by An-Nasa'i and 
Al-Bayhaqi. 

The Report of ' Abdullah bin Mas ud 

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi reported that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said: "When the Messenger of 
Allah was taken on the Night Journey, he went as far as Sdrat Al-Muntaha, which is in the sixth 
heaven. Everything that ascends stops there, until it is taken from that point, and everything 
that comes down stopsthere, until it istaken from there. 



(When that covered As-Sdrat Al-Muntaha which did cover it!) 53:16 Ibn Mas' ud said: "It is 
covered with gold butterflies. The Messenger of Allah was given the five prayers and the final 
Ayat of Surat Al-Baqarah, and forgiveness was granted for major sins to those who do not 
associate anything in worship with Allah." This was recorded by Muslim in hisSahih. 



The Report of Abu Hurayrah 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported in their Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah said: the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(When I was taken on the Night Journey, I met Musa.) He described him as a man - I think he 
said - a curly-haired man, as if he were from the tribe of Shanu'ah. (And I met " Isa.) And the 
Prophet described him as being of average height, with a reddish complexion, as if he had just 
come out of the bath. (And I met Ibrahim, and I am the one who resembles him most among his 
children. I was brought two vessels, one containing milk and the other containing wine. It was 
said to me, * Take whichever one you want.' 3d I took the milk and drank it, and it was said to 
me, 'You have been guided to the Fitrah - or - You have chosen the Fitrah. If you had chosen 
the wine, your Ummah would have gone astray.')" They also recorded it with another chain of 
narrators. Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



( ) 



( ) 



« 



(I remember being in Al-Hijr, and the Quraysh were asking me about my Night Journey. They 
asked me things about Bayt Al-Maqdis that I was not sure of, and I felt more anxious and 
stressed then than I have ever felt. Then Allah raised up Bayt Al-Maqdis for me to see, and 
there was nothing they asked me about but I told them about it. And I remember being in a 
gathering of the Prophets. Musa was standing there praying, and he was a man with curly hair, 
as if he were one of the men of Shanu'ah. I saw " Isa bin Maryam standing there praying, and 
the one who most resembles him is ' Urwah bin Mas' ud Ath-Thaqafi. And I saw Ibrahim standing 
there praying, and the one who most resembles him is your companion (meaning himself). Then 
the time for prayer came, and I led them in prayer. When I finished, a voice said, '0 
Muhammad, this is Malik, the keeper of Hell,' so I turned to him, and he greeted me first.)" 



The Time that Isra' took place, and the Fact that it included both 
Body and Soul, when the Prophet was awake, not in a Dream 

Musa bin * Uqbah said, narrating from Az-Zuhri: "The Isra' happened one year before the 
Hij rah." This was also the opinion of * Urwah. As-Suddi said: "It happened sixteen months before 
the Hij rah." The truth is that the Prophet was taken on the Night Journey when he was awake, 
not in a dream, and he went from Makkah to Bayt Al-Maqdis riding on Al-Buraq. When he 
reached the door of the sanctuary, he tied up his animal by the door and entered, where he 
prayed two Rak' ahs to 'greet the Masjid'. Then the Mi' raj was brought to him, which is a 
ladder with steps which one climbs up. So he went up on it to the first heaven, then he went 
up to the rest of the seven heavens. In each heaven he was welcomed by the most pious of its 
inhabitants, and he greeted the Prophets who were in the various heavens according to their 
positions and status. He passed by Musa, the one who spoke with Allah, in the sixth heaven, 
and Ibrahim, the close friend (Khalil) of Allah in the seventh heaven. Then he surpassed them 
and all the Prophets in status and reached a level where he could hear the creaking of the 
pens, i.e., the pens of destiny which write down what is decreed to happen. He saw Sdrat Al- 
Muntaha, covered by the command of Allah, and its greatness, its butterflies of gold and 
various colours, surrounded by the angels. There he saw Jibril in his real form, with six hundred 
wings. He saw green cushions blocking the horizon. He saw Al-Bayt Al-Ma' mur, and Ibrahim Al- 
Khalil, the builder of the earthly Ka'bah, leaning back against it, the heavenly Ka' bah; every 
day, seventy thousand angels enter and worship therein, then they do not return to it until the 
Day of Resurrection. He saw Paradise and Hell, and Allah enjoined upon him fifty prayers, then 
reduced it to five, as an act of mercy and kindness towards His servants. In this is a strong 
indication of the greatness and virtue of the prayers. Then he came back down to Bayt Al- 
Maqdis, and the Prophets came down with him and he led them in prayer there when the time 
for prayer came. It may have been the dawn prayer of that day. Some people claim that he led 



them in prayer in heaven, but the reports seem to say that it was in Bayt Al-Maqdis. In some 
reports it says that it happened when he first entered (i.e., before ascending into the 
heavens), but it is more likely that it was after he came back, because when he passed by them 
in the places in the heavens, he asked Jibril about them, one by one, and Jibril told him about 
them. This is more appropriate, because he was first required to come before the Divine 
Presence, so that what Allah willed could be enjoined upon him and his Ummah. When the 
matter for which he was required had been dealt with, he and his brother-Prophets gathered, 
and his virtue and high position in relation to them became apparent when he was asked to 
come forward to lead them, which was when Jibril indicated to him that he should do so. Then 
he came out of Bayt Al-Maqdis and rode on Al-Buraq back to Makkah in the darkness of the 
night. And Allah knows best. As for his being presented with the vessels containing milk and 
honey, or milk and wine, or milk and water, or all of these, some reports say that this 
happened in Bayt Al-Maqdis, and others say that it happened in the heavens. It is possible that 
it happened in both places, because it is like offering food or drink to a guest when he arrives, 
and Allah knows best. The Prophet was taken on the Night Journey with body and soul, he was 
awake, not asleep. The evidence for this isthe Ayah: 



(Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) Who took His servant for a Journey by Night from Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa, the neighborhood whereof We have blessed,) The words 
"Subhan Allah" (Glorified and exalted be Allah) are spoken in the case of serious matters. If it 
had been a dream, it would have been a significant matter and would not have been so 
astounding; the disbelievers of the Quraysh would not have hastened to label him a liar and the 
group of people who had become Muslims would not have deserted the faith. The word ' Abd 
(servant) refers to both soul and body. Allah says: 



(took His servant for a Journey by Night) and: 



(And We made not the vision which we showed you but atrial for mankind) 17:60 Ibn 'Abbas 
said: "This isthe vision that the Messenger of Allah saw with his own eyes during the Journey by 
Night, and the cursed tree isthe tree of Zaqqum." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Allah said: 



(The sight (of Prophet Muhammad ) turned not aside (right or left), nor it transgressed beyond 
the limit (ordained for it))(53:17) Sght (Al-Basr) is a physical faculty, not a spiritual one, and 
he was carried on Al-Buraq, a shining white animal. This too indicates a physical journey, 
because the soul does not need a means of transportation of this nature. And Allah knows best. 

An Interesting Story 



In his book Dala'il An-Nubuwwah, Al-Hafiz Abu Nu' aym Al-lsbahani recorded via Muhammad bin 
' Umar Al-Waqidi who said: Malik bin Abi Ar-Rijjal told me from 'Amr bin 'Abdullah that 
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said: "The Messenger of Allah sent Dihyah bin Khalifah to 
Caesar." He mentioned how he came to him, and described an incident that showed how wise 
Caesar was. He sent for the Arab merchants who were in Syria and Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb 
and his companions were brought to him. He asked them the well-known questions that were 
recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, as we shall discuss below, and Abu Sufyan tried hard to 
give the impression that this was an insignificant issue. The narrator said that Abu Sufyan 
later said: "By Allah, nothing stopped me from saying something to Heraclius to make him 
despise Muhammad but the fact that I did not want to tell a lie that would later be found out, 
and he would never believe me again after that. Then I told him about the night on which he 
was taken on the Night Journey. I said: '0 King, shall I not tell you of something from which 
you will know that he is lying' He said, 'What is it' I said: 'He claims that he went out of our 
land, the land of Al-Haram, in one night, and came to your sanctuary in Jerusalem, then came 
back to us the same night, before morning came.' The Patriarch of Jerusalem was there, 
standing next to Caesar. The Patriarch of Jerusalem said: ' I know that night.' Caesar looked at 
him and said, ' How do you know about this' He said, ' I never used to sleep at night until I 
closed the doors of the sanctuary. On that night I closed all the doors except for one, which I 
could not manage to close. I asked my workers and others who were with me to help me deal 
with it, but we could not move it. It was like trying to move a mountain. So I called the 
carpenters, and they looked at it and said: The lintel and some part of the structure has fallen 
onto it. We cannot move it until morning, when we will be able to see what the problem is. So I 
went back and left those two doors open. The next morning I went back, and saw that the 
stone at the corner of the sanctuary had a hole in it, and there were traces of an animal having 
been tethered there. I said to my companions: This door has not been closed last night except 
for a Prophet, who prayed last night in our sanctuary.'" And he mentioned the rest of the 
Hadith. In his book At-Tanwir fi Mawlid As-Sraj Al-Munir, Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Khattab 'Umar bin 
Dihyah mentioned the Hadith of the Isra' narrated from Anas, and spoke well about it, then he 
said: "The reports of the Hadith of the Isra' reach the level of Mutawatir. They were narrated 
from 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, 'Ali, Ibn Mas' ud, Abu Dharr, Malik bin Sa'sa'ah, Abu Hurayrah, 
Abu Sa' id, Ibn 'Abbas, Shaddad bin Aws, Ubayy bin Ka' b, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Qarat, Abu 
Habbah Al-Ansari, Abu Layla Al-Ansari, 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, Jabir, Hudhayfah, Buraydah, Abu 
Ayyub, Abu Umamah, Samurah bin Jundub, Abu Al-Hamra', Suhayb Ar-Rumi, Umm Hani', and 
' A'ishah and ' Asma', the daughters of Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with them all. 
Some of them narrated the incident at length, and others narrated it more briefly, as was 
reported in the Musnad collections. Even though some reports do not fulfill the conditions of 
Sahih, nevertheless the Muslims agreed unanimously on the fact that the Isra' happened, and it 
was rejected only by the heretics and apostates. 



(They intend to put out the Light of Allah with their mouths. But Allah will bring His Light to 
perfection even though the disbelievers hate (it).) (61:8). 



(2. And We gave Musa the Scripture and made it a guidance for the Children of Israel (saying): 
"Take none other than Me as (your) Wakil.") (3. "0 offspring of those whom We carried (in the 
ship) with Nuh! Verily, he was a grateful servant.") 



Musa and how He was given the Tawrah 

When Allah mentions how He took His servant Muhammad , on the Journey by Night, He follows 
it by mentioning Musa, His servant and Messenger who also spoke with Him. Allah often 
mentions Muhammad and Musa together, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon them 
both, and he mentions the Tawrah and the Qur'an together. So after mentioning the Isra', He 
says: 



(And We gave Musa the Scripture), meaning the Tawrah. 



(and made it), meaning the Scripture, 



(a guidance), meaning a guide, 



(for the Children of Israel (saying): "Take none...") means, lest they should take, 



("... other than Me as (your) Wakil") means, 'you have no protector, supporter or god besides 
Me,' because Allah revealed to every Prophet that he should worship Him alone with no partner 
or associate. Then Allah says: 



(0 offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nuh) by addressing the descendants of 
those who were carried in the ship with Nuh there is a reminder of the blessings, as if Allah is 
saying: " descendants of those whom We saved and carried in the ship with Nuh, follow in the 
footsteps of your father, 



(Verily, he was a grateful servant). 'Remember the blessing I have granted you by sending 
Muhammad.' Imam Ahmad reported that Anas bin Malik said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah will be pleased with His servant if, when he eats something or drinks something, he 
praises Allah for it.)" This was also recorded by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. Malik said 
about Zayd bin Aslam: "He used to praise Allah in all circumstances." In this context, Al-Bukhari 
mentioned the Hadith of Abu Zaf ah narrating from Abu Hurayrah, who said that the Prophet 
said: 



« » 

(I will be the leader of the sons of Adam on the Day of Resurrection...) He quoted the Hadith at 
length, and in the Hadith, the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(They will come to Nuh and will say, ' O Nuh, you were the first of the Messengers sent to the 
people of earth, and Allah called you grateful servant, so intercede for us with your Lord.') And 
he quoted the Hadith in full. 



(4. And We decreed for the Children of Israel in the Scripture: "Indeed you would do mischief in 
the land twice and you will become tyrants and extremely arrogant!") (5. So, when the promise 
came for the first of the two, We sent against you servants of Ours given to terrible warfare. 
They entered the very innermost parts of your homes. And it was a promise (completely) 
fulfilled.) (6. Then We gave you a return of victory over them. And We helped you with wealth 
and children and made you more numerous in manpower.) (7. (And We said): "If you do good, 
you do good for your own selves, and if you do evil (you do it) against yourselves." Then, when 
the second promise came to pass, (We permitted your enemies) to disgrace your faces and to 
enter the Masjid as they had entered it before, and to destroy with utter destruction all that 
fell in their hands.) (8. It may be that your Lord may show mercy unto you, but if you return (to 
sins), We shall return (to Our punishment). And We have made Hell a prison for the 
disbelievers.) 



It was mentioned in the Tawrah that the Jews would spread 

Mischief twice 

Allah tells us that He made a declaration to the Children of Israel in the Scripture, meaning 
that He had already told them in the Book which He revealed to them, that they would cause 
mischief on the earth twice, and would become tyrants and extremely arrogant, meaning they 
would become shameless oppressors of people, Allah says: 



(And We made known this decree to him, that the root of those (sinners) was to be cut off in 
the early morning. )(1 5:66), meaning, We already told him about that and informed him of it. 



The First Episode of Mischief caused by the Jews, and their 

Punishment for it 



(So, when the promise came for the first of the two) meaning the first of the two episodes of 
mischief. 



(We sent against you servants of Ours given to terrible warfare.) means, 'We unleashed 
soldiers against you from among Our creatures who were given to terrible warfare,' i.e., they 
had great strength and weapons and power. They entered the very innermost parts of your 
homes, meaning they took possession of your land and invaded the very innermost parts of your 
homes, going between and through your houses, coming and going freely with no fear of 
anyone. This was the promise (completely) fulfilled. The earlier and later commentators 
differed over the identity of these invaders. Many Isra'iliyyat (reports from Jewish sources) 
were narrated about this, but I did not want to make this book too long by mentioning them, 
because some of them are fabricated, concocted by their heretics, and others may be true, but 
we have no need of them, praise be to Allah. What Allah has told us in His Book (the Qur'an) is 
sufficient and we have no need of what is in the other books that came before. Neither Allah 
nor His Messenger required us to refer to them. Allah told His Messenger that when (the Jews) 
committed transgression and aggression, Allah gave their enemies power over them to destroy 
their country and enter the innermost parts of their homes. Their humiliation and subjugation 
was a befitting punishment, and your Lord is never unfair or unjust to His servants. They had 
rebelled and killed many of the Prophets and scholars. Ibn Jarir recorded that Yahya bin Sa' id 
said: "I heard Sa~ id bin Al-Musayyib saying: 'Nebuchadnezzar conquered Ash-Sham (Greater 
Syria, including Palestine), destroying Jerusalem and killing them, then he came to Damascus 
and found blood boiling in a censer. He asked them: What is this blood They said: We found our 
forefathers doing this. Because of that blood, he killed seventy thousand of the believers and 
others, then the blood stopped boiling. This report isSahih from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, and this 
event is well-known, as he (Nebuchadnezzar) killed their nobles and scholars, and did not leave 
alive anyone who knew the Tawrah by heart. He took many prisoners from the sons of the 
Prophets and others, and did many other things that would take too long to mention here. If 
we had found anything that was correct or close enough, we could have written it and reported 
it here. And Allah knows best. Then Allah says: 



((And We said): "If you do good, you do good for your own selves, and if you do evil (you do it) 
against yourselves.") As Allah says elsewhere: 



(Whosoever does a righteous good deed, it is for (the benefit of) himself; and whosoever does 
evil, it is against himself.) 45:15 



The Second Episode of Mischief 

Then Allah says: 



(Then, when the second promise came to pass,) meaning, the second episode of mischief, 
when your enemies came again, 



((We permitted your enemies) to disgrace your faces) meaning, to humiliate you and subdue 
you, 



(and to enter the Masj id) meaning, Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) 



(as they had entered it before,) when they entered the very innermost parts of your homes. 



(and to destroy) wrecking and inflicting ruin upon it. 



(all that fell in their hands.) everything they could get their hands on. 



(with utter destruction. It may be that your Lord may show mercy unto you) meaning that He 
may rid you of them. 



(but if you return (to sins), We shall return (to Our punishment).) meaning, if you return to 
causing mischief, 



(We shall return) means, We 'will once again punish you in this world, along with the 
punishment and torment We save for you in the Hereafter.' 



(And We have made Hell a prison Hasir for the disbelievers.) meaning, a place of permanent 
detention, a prison which cannot be avoided or escaped. Ibn ' Abbas said, "Hasir here means a 
jail." Mujahid said, "They will be detained in it." Others said like- wise. Al-Hasan said, "Hasir 
means a bed of Fire." Qatadah said: "The Children of Israel returned to aggres- sion, so Allah 
sent this group against them, Muhammad and his companions, who made them pay the Jizyah, 
with willing submission, and feeling themselves subdued." 



(9. Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just and right and gives good news to those 
who believe, those who do righteous deeds, that they will have a great reward (Paradise).) (10. 
And that those who do not believe in the Hereafter, for them We have prepared a painful 
torment (Hell).) 



Praising the Qur'an 

Allah praises His noble Book, the Qur'an, which He revealed to His Messenger Muhammad . It 
directs people to the best and clearest of ways. 



(gives good news to those who believe,) in it a 



(those who do righteous deeds,) in accordance with it, telling them 



(that they will have a great reward,) i.e., on the Day of Resurrection. And He tells 



(those who do not believe in the Hereafter,) that 



(for them is a painful torment,) i.e. on the Day of Resurrection. As Allah says: 



(... then announce to them a painful torment.) 84:24 



(1 1 . And man invokes (Allah) for evil as he invokes (Allah) for good and man is ever hasty.) 



Man's Haste and Prayers against Himself 

for something bad to happen for them, or for them to die or be destroyed, invoking curses, etc. 
If Allah were to answer his prayer, he would be destroyed because of it, as Allah says: 



(And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil...) 10:11 This is how it was interpreted by Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah. We have already discussed the Hadith: 



» 
« 

(Do not pray against yourselves or your wealth, for that might coincide with a time when Allah 
answers prayers.) What makesthe son of Adam do that is his anxiety and haste. Allah says: 



(And man is ever hasty.) Salman Al - Far i si and Ibn 'Abbas mentioned the story of Adam, when 
he wanted to get up before his soul reached his feet. When his soul was breathed into him, it 
entered his body from his head downwards. When it reached his brain he sneezed, and said, 
"Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah" (praise be to Allah), and Allah said, "May your Lord have mercy on you, 
Adam." When it reached his eyes, he opened them, and when it reached his body and limbs he 
started to stare at them in wonder. He wanted to get up before it reached his feet, but he 
could not. He said, "OLord, make it happen before night comes." 



(12. And We have appointed the night and the day as two Ayat (signs). Then, We have 
obliterated the sign of the night (with darkness) while We have made the sign of the day 
illuminating, that you may seek bounty from your Lord, and that you may know the number of 
the years and to count (periods of time). And We have explained everything (in detail) with full 
explanation.) 

The Night and Day are Signs of the Great Power of Allah 

Allah reminds us of the great signs that He created, including the alternation of the night and 
day, so that people may rest at night, and go out and earn a living, do their work, and travel 
during the day, and so that they may know the number of days, weeks, months and years, so 
they will know the appointed times for paying debts, doing acts of worship, dealing with 
transactions, paying rents and so on. Allah says: 



(that you may seek bounty from your Lord,) meaning, in your living and travels etc. 



(and that you may know the number of the years and to count.) If time stood still and never 
changed, we would not know any of these things, as Allah says: 



(Say: "Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, which 
god besides Allah could bring you light Will you not then hear" Say: "Tell me! If Allah made the 
day continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, which god besides Allah could bring you 
night wherein you rest Will you not then see" It is out of His mercy that He has made for you 
the night and the day that you may rest therein and that you may seek of His bounty - and in 
order that you may be grateful.) (28:71-73) 



(Blessed be He Who has placed the big stars in the heaven, and has placed therein a great lamp 
(sun), and a moon giving light. And He it is Who has put the night and the day in succession, for 
such who desiresto remember or desiresto show hisgratitude.) (25:61-62) 



(and His isthe alternation of night and day.) 23:80 



(He makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go in the night. And He has 
subjected the sun and the moon. Each running (on a fixed course) for an appointed term. 
Verily, He isthe All-Mighty, the Oft -Forgiving.) 39:5 



((He isthe) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and 
the moon for reckoning. Such isthe measuring of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.) (6:96), 



(And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the day, and behold, they are in 
darkness. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That isthe decree of the 
All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.) (36:37-38) Allah has made the night a sign having distinguishing 
features by which it is known. These features include the darkness and the appearance of the 
moon. The day also has distinguishing features by which it is known; the light and the 
appearance of the shining sun. He made a distinction between the light of the moon and the 
light of the sun, so that they may be distinguished from one another, as Allah says: 



(It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon a light and measured out for it stages 
that you might know the number of years and to count (periods of time). Allah did not create 
thisbut in truth.) 10:5 until, 



(Ayat for those people who keep their duty to Allah, and fear Him much.) 10:6 



(They ask you about the crescent moons. Say: "These are signs to mark fixed periods of time for 
mankind and for the pilgrimage.") 2:189 



(Then, We have obliterated the sign of the night (with darkness) while We have made the sign 
of the day illuminating,) Ibn Jurayj reported that 'Abdullah bin Kathir commented on this 
Ayah: " It means the darkness of the night and the twilight of the day." Ibn Jurayj reported 
that Mujahid said: "The sun isthe sign of the day and the moon isthe sign of the night. 



(We have obliterated the sign of the night) this refers to the moon's blackness, which is how 
Allah has created it." 



(And We have appointed the night and the day as two Ayat.) Ibn Abi Najih reported that Ibn 
" Abbas said: "By night and day, this is how Allah created them, may He be glorified." 



(13. And We have fastened every man's Ta'irah (deeds) to his neck, and on the Day of 
Resurrection, We shall bring out for him a Book which he will find wide open. ) (14. (It will be 
said to him): "Read your Book. You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against you this Day.") 



Every Person will have the Book of his Deeds with Him 



After mentioning time, and the deeds of the son of Adam that take place therein, Allah says: 



(And We have fastened every man's Ta'irah (deeds) to his neck,) The word Ta'irah (lit. 
something that flies) refers to man's deeds which fly from him, as Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid and 
others said. It includes both good deeds and bad deeds, he will be forced to acknowledge them 
and will be rewarded or punished accordingly. 



(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever 
does evil equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it.) (99:7-8). Allah says: 



((Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive (each human being), one sitting 
on the right and one on the left (to note his or her actions). Not a word does he (or she) utter 
but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it).) (50:17-18) 



(But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you, Kiraman 
(Honorable) Katibin - writing down (your deeds), they know all that you do.) (82:10-12) 



(You are only being requited for what you used to do.) 52:16 



(whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof.) 4:123 The meaning is that the 
deeds of the sons of Adam are preserved, whether they are great or small, and they are 
recorded night and day, morning and evening. 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall bring out for him a Book which he will find wide 
open.) meaning, 'We will collect all of his deeds for him in a Book which will be given to him 
on the Day of Resurrection, either in his right hand, if he is one of the blessed, or in his left 
hand if he is one of the wretched.' 



(wide open) means, it will be open for him and others to read all of his deeds, from the 
beginning of his life until the end. 



(On that Day man will be informed of what (deeds) he sent forward, and what (deeds) he left 
behind. Nay! Man will be a witness against himself, though he may put forth his excuses.) 
(75:13-15) Allah says: 



((It will be said to him): "Read your Book. You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against you 
this Day.") meaning, you have not been treated unjustly and nothing has been recorded against 
you except what you have done, because you remember everything that you have done, and no 
one will forget anything that he did. Everyone will be able to read his Book, whether he is 
literate or illiterate. 



(And We have fastened every man's Ta'irah (deeds) to his neck,) The neck is mentioned because 
it is a part of the body that has no counterpart, and when one is restrained by it, he has no 
escape. Ma' mar narrated from Qatadah, "His deeds, 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall bring out for him) We shall bring forth those deeds." 



(a Book which he will find wide open.) Ma' mar said: Al-Hasan recited, 



(one sitting on the right and one on the left. ) 50:17 And he said; "0 son of Adam, your Book 
has been opened for you, and two noble angels have been entrusted to accompany you, one on 
your right and one on your left. The one who is on your right records your good deeds, and the 
one who is on your left records your bad deeds. x 3d do whatever you want, a lot or a little, 
until you die, then I will fold up your Book and tie it to your neck with you in your grave. Then 
when you come out on the Day of Resurrection, you will find the Book wide open, so read your 
Book.' By Allah, the One Who makes you accountable for your own deeds is being perfectly 
just." These are some of the best words Al-Hasan ever spoke, may Allah have mercy on him. 



(15. Whoever goes right, then he goes right only for the benefit of himself. And whoever goes 
astray, then he goes astray at his own loss. No one laden with burdens can bear another's 
burden. And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 



No One will have to bear the Sins of Another 

Allah tells us that whoever is guided and follows the truth, walking in the footsteps of the 
Prophet , he will gain the good consequences of that for himself. 



(And whoever goes astray,) meaning from the truth, deviating from the way of guidance, he is 
wronging himself and will have to bear the consequences. Then Allah says: 



(No one laden with burdens can bear another's burden.) no one will have to bear the sins of 
another, and he does not wrong anyone besides himself, as Allah says: 



(and if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted) 35:15 
There is no contradiction between this and other Ayat: 



(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own.) 29:13 and: 



(and also of the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge.) 16:25 For those who 
called others to do evil will bear the sin of their own deviation as well as the sin of those whom 
they led astray, without detracting the least amount from the burden of those people, and 
none of this burden shall be removed from them. This is the justice and mercy of Allah towards 
His servants. As All ah says: 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 



No Punishment until a Messenger has been sent 

Allah tells us that out of His justice, He does not punish anyone until He has established proof 
against him by sending a Messenger to him, as He says: 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you" They will 
say: "Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but we belied him and said: x Allah never sent down 
anything (of revelation); you are only in great error."') (67:8-9) And, 



(And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups, till, when they reach it, the gates 
thereof will be opened. And its keepers will say, "Did not the Messengers come to you from 
yourselves - reciting to you the verses of your Lord, and warning you of the meeting of this Day 
of yours" They will say: "Yes," but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers!) (39:71) And, 



(Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, not (the evil 
deeds) that we used to do." (Allah will reply:) "Did We not give you lives long enough, so that 
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it And the warner came to you. So taste you 
(the evil of your deeds). For the wrongdoers there is no helper.") (35:37) There are other Ayat 
which indicate that Allah will not make anyone enter Hell except after sending a Messenger to 
them. 



The Issue of Small Children who die 

Here there arises an issue over which the scholars in earlier and modern times have disagreed, 
may Allah have mercy on them. This is the issue of children who die when they are little, and 
their parents are disbelievers: what happens to them By the same token, what happens to the 
insane, the deaf, the senile and those who die during the circumstances of Fatrah, when no 
Message reached them Several Hadiths have been narrated on this topic, which I will quote 
here by the help and support of Allah. The First Hadith from Al-Aswad bin Sar ®299 Imam 
Ahmad reported from Al-Aswad bin Sari' that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There are four who will present their case on the Day of Resurrection: a deaf man who never 
heard anything, an insane man, a very old and senile man, and a man who died during the 
Fatrah. As for the deaf man, he will say, "0 Lord, Islam came but I never heard anything." As 
for the insane man, he will say, "0 Lord, Islam came and the young boys were throwing camel 
dung at me." As for the senile man, he will say, "0 Lord, Islam came and I did not understand 
anything." As for the one who died during the Fatrah, he will say, "O Lord, no Messenger from 
You came to me." Allah will accept their pledge of obedience to Him, then He will send word to 
them that they should enter the Fire. By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if 
they enter it, it will be cool and safe for them.) There is a similar report with a chain from 
Qatadah from Al-Hasan from Abu RafT from Abu Hurayrah, but at the end it says: 



» 



« 



(Whoever enters it will find it cool and safe, and whoever does not enter it will be dragged into 
it.) This was also recorded by Ishaq bin Rahwayh from Mu' adh bin Hisham, and by Al-Bayhaqi in 
Al-Ttiqad. He said: "This is a Sahih chain." It was reported by Ibn Jarir from the Hadith of 
Ma' mar from Hammam from Abu Hurayrah, who attributed it to the Prophet . Then Abu 
Hurayrah said: "Recite, if you wish: 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning))." This was also 
narrated by Ma' mar from 'Abdullah bin Tawus from his father, from Abu Hurayrah, but it is 
Mauquf (it was not attributed directly to the Prophet ). 



The Second Hadith from Abu Hurayrah 

He said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Every newborn is born in a state of Fitrah (the natural state of man), then his parents make 
him into a Jew or Christian or Zoroastrian, as animals produce whole animals - do you see any 
that is born mutilated (with something missing)) According to one report they said: "0 
Messenger of Allah, what about those who die when they are little" He said, 

« » 

(Allah knows best what they would have done.) Imam Ahmad reported from Abu Hurayrah that 
the Prophet () as far as I know - the narrator was not sure if it was attributed to Musa - said: 

» 

« 

(The children of the Muslims are in Paradise, being taken care of by Ibrahim.) In Sahih Muslim it 
is reported from ' lyyad bin Hammad that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah said: 

« » 

(I have created My servants as Hunafa.) According to another version, the wording is "as 
Muslims." 



The Third Hadith from Samurah 

his book Al-Mustakhraj 'Ala Al-Bukhari, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Barqani recorded the Hadith of 
" Awf Al-A' rabi, from Abu Raja' Al-' Utardi from Samurah that the Prophet said: 

« » 



(Every newborn is born in a state of Fitrah.) The people called out to him: "0 Messenger of 
Allah! What about the children of the idolators" He said, 



« » 

(And the children of the idolators too.) At-Tabarani reported that Samurah said: "We asked the 
Messenger of Allah about the children of the idolators, and he said, 

« » 

(They are the servants of the people of Paradise.) 

The Fourth Hadith from the Paternal Uncle of Hasna 

Ahmad reported that Hasna' bint Mu'awiyah, from Bani Suraym, said that his paternal uncle 
said to him: "I said, " O Messenger of Allah, who is in Paradise' He said, 

» 

« 

(Prophets are in Paradise, martyrs are in Paradise, infants are in Paradise and baby girls who 
were buried alive are in Paradise.) 

It is Makruh to discuss this Matter 

In order to discuss this issue we need good, sound proof, but people who have no knowledge of 
SharT ah may try to speak about it. For this reason some of the scholars did not like to discuss 
it. This view has been narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Qasim bin Muhammad bin Abi Bakr As- 
Sddiq, Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah and others. Ibn Hibban recorded in hisSahih that Jarir bin 
Hazim said: I heard Abu Paja' AI-' Utardi saying that he heard Ibn " Abbas (may Allah be pleased 
with them both) saying, "While he was on the Minbar, the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(This Ummah will be fine so long as they do not talk about children and the divine decree.)" Ibn 
Hibban said: "This means talking about the children of the idolators." Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar also 
recorded it via Jarir bin Hazim, then he said, "A group narrated it from Abu Raja' from Ibn 
'Abbas, but it isMauquf". 



(16. And when We decide to destroy a town (population), Amarna those who live luxuriously. 
Then, they transgress therein, and thus the word (of torment) is justified against it (them). 
Then We destroy it with complete destruction.) 



Meanings of Amarna 

The commentators differed over the meaning of this word. It was said that the phrase 
translated here as "Amarna those who live luxuriously. Then, they transgress therein" means, 
"We send Our decree upon them" as Allah says elsewhere: 



(Our decree reaches it by night or by day) For Amarna cannot mean "Our command" because 
Allah does not command or enjoin immorality. Or, they said it means that Allah subjugated 
them to commit immoral deeds, so they deserved the punishment. Or it was said that it means: 
"We commanded them to obey Us, but they committed immoral sins, so they deserved 
punishment." This was reported from Ibn Jurayj from Ibn " Abbas, and it is also the view of 
Sa' id bin Jubayr. 



(Amarna those who live luxuriously. Then, they transgress therein,) Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: this means "We gave power to the evil people, so they 
committed sin therein (in the town), and because they did that, Allah destroyed them with the 
punishment." This is similar to the Ayah: 



(And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its wicked people) 6:133 This was also 
the view of Abu Al-' Aliyah, Mujahid and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas. 



(And when We decide to distroy a town (populaton), Amarna those who live luxuriously. Then, 
they transgress therein,) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, (it means) "We increase their 
numbers. This was also the view of ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah, and it was 
reported from Malik and Az-Zuhri. 



(17. And how many generations have We destroyed after Nuh! And sufficient isyour Lord asAII- 
Knower and Seer of the sins of His servants.) 



A Threat to Quraysh 

Warning the disbelievers of the Quraysh for rejecting His Messenger Muhammad , Allah says 
that He destroyed other nations who rejected the Messengers after Nuh. This indicates that 
during the centuries between Adam and Nuh, humans were following Islam, as Ibn ' Abbas said: 
"Between Adam and Nuh there were ten generations, during all of which humans were 
following Islam." The meaning (of the Ayah) is: "You disbelievers are not more dear to Allah 
than they were, and you have rejected the most noble of the Messengers and the best of 
creation, so you are more deserving of punishment." 



(And sufficient is your Lord as All-Knower and Seer of the sins of His servants.) means, He 
knows everything they do, good and evil, and nothing at all is hidden from Him, may He be 
glorified and exalted. 



(18. Whoever desires the quick-passing (transitory enjoyment of this world), We readily grant 
him what We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed for him Hell; he will 
burn therein disgraced and rejected.) (19. And whoever desiresthe Hereafter and strives for it, 
with the necessary effort due for it while he is a believer, then such are the ones whose 
striving shall be appreciated, (rewarded by Allah).) 



The Reward of Those who desire this World and Those who desire 

the Hereafter 



Allah tells us that not everyone who desires this world and its luxuries gets what he wants. 
That is attained by those whom Allah wants to have it, and they get what He wills that they 
should get. This Ayah narrows down the general statements made in other Ayat. Allah says: 



(We readily grant him what We will for whom We like. Then, afterwards, We have appointed 
for him Hell) meaning, in the Hereafter, 



(he will burn therein) means, he will enter it until it covers him on all sides, 



(disgraced) means, blamed for his bad behaviour and evil deeds, because he chose the 
transient over the eternal, 



(rejected.) means, far away (from Allah's mercy), humiliated and put to shame. 



(And whoever desires the Hereafter) wanting the Hereafter and its blessings and delights, 



(and strives for it, with the necessary effort due for it) seeking it in the right way, which is 
following the Messenger . 



(while he is a believer,) means, his heart has faith, i.e., he believes in the reward and 
punishment, 



(then such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated, (rewarded by Allah). 



(20. On each these as well as those We bestow from the bounties of your Lord. And the 
bounties of your Lord can never be forbidden.) (21. See how We prefer one above another (in 
this world), and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in preferment.) 
Allah says: 



On each meaning, on each of the two groups, those who desire thisworld and those who desire 
the Hereafter, We bestow what they want 



(from the bounties of your Lord.) means, He is the One Who is in control of all things, and He is 
never unjust. He gives to each what he deserves, whether it is eternal happiness or doom. His 
decree is unstoppable, no one can withhold what He gives or change what He wants. Allah says: 



(And the bounties of your Lord can never be forbidden.) meaning, no one can withhold or 
prevent them. Qatadah said, 



(And the bounties of your Lord can never be forbidden.) "(It means) they can never decrease". 



(And the Bounties of your Lord can never be forbidden) Al-Hasan and others said, "(It means) 
they can never be prevented." Then Allah says: 



(See how We prefer one above another,) meaning in this world, so that some are rich and some 
are poor, and others are in between; some are beautiful, some are ugly and others are in 
between; some die young while others live to a great age, and some die in between. 



(and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in preferment.) means, the 
differences between them in the Hereafter will be greater than the differences between them 
in this world. Some of them will be in varying levels of Hell, in chains and fetters, while others 
will be in the lofty degrees of Paradise, with its blessings and delights. The people of Hell will 
vary in their positions and levels, just as the people of Paradise will. In Paradise there are one 
hundred levels, and the distance between one level and another is like the distance between 
heaven and earth. It is recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(The people of the highest levels (of Paradise) will see the people of Mlliyin as if they are 
looking at distant stars on the horizon.) Allah says: 



(and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in preferment.) 



(22. Set not up with Allah any other ilah (god), or you will sit down reproved, forsaken (in the 
Hellfire).) 



Do not associate Anything in Worship with Allah 

Addressing those who are responsible among this Ummah, Allah says, "Do not admit any partner 
into your worship of your Lord." 



(or you will sit down reproved,) meaning, because of associating others with Him. 



(forsaken.) means, because the Lord, may He be exalted, will not help you; He will leave you 
to the one whom you worshipped, and he has no power either to benefit or to harm, because 
the Only One Who has the power to benefit or to harm is Allah alone, with no partner or 
associate. Imam Ahmad reported that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(Whoever is afflicted with poverty and goes and asks people for help, will never get rid of his 
poverty, but if he asks Allah for help, then Allah will grant him the means of independence 
sooner or later.) This was also recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih 
Gharib". 



(23. And your Lord has Qada decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful 
to your parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a 
word of disrespect, nor reprimand them but address them in terms of honor.) (24. And lower 
unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: "My Lord! Bestow on 
them Your mercy asthey did bring me up when I was young.") 



The Command to Worship Allah Alone and to be Dutiful to One's 

Parents 

Allah commands us to worship Him alone, with no partner or associate. The word Qada 
normally having the meaning of decree here means "commanded". Mujahid said that 



(And He has Qada) means enjoined. This is also how Ubayy bin Ka' b, Ibn Mas' ud and Ad-Dahhak 
bin Muzahim recited the Ayah as: 

« » 

"And your Lord has Wassa enjoined that you worship none but Him." The idea of worshipping 
Allah is connected to the idea of honoring one's parents. Allah says: 



(And that you be dutiful to your parents.) Here He commands good treatment of parents, as He 
says elsewhere: 



(give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination) 31:14 



(If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of 
disrespect,) means, do not let them hear anything offensive from you, not even say "Uffl" 
which isthe mildest word of disrespect, 



(and do not reprimand them) means, do not do anything horrible to them. 



(and do not reprimand them) ' Ata' bin Rabah said that it meant, "Do not raise your hand 
against them." When Allah forbids speaking and behaving in an obnoxious manner, He 
commands speaking and behaving in a good manner, so He says: 



(but address them in terms of honor.) meaning gently, kindly, politely, and with respect and 
appreciation. 



(And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy,) means, be humble 
towards them in your actions. 



(and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was young.") 
means, say this when they grow old and when they die. Ibn 'Abbas said: "But then Allah 
revealed: 



(It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
idolators. ..)" 9:13 There are many Hadiths which speak about honoring one's parents, such as 
the Hadith narrated through a number of chains of narration from Anas and others, which 
states that the Prophet climbed up on the Minbar, and then said, ((Amin, Amin, Amin.)) It was 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah, why did you say Amin" He said: 

: » 



« 

(Jibril came to me and said, "0 Muhammad, he is doomed who hears you mentioned and does 
not say Salla upon you." He said, "Say Amin," so I said Amin. Then he said, "He is doomed who 
sees the month of Ramadan come and go, and he has not been forgiven." He said, "Say Amin," 
so I said Amin. Then he said, "He is doomed who grows up and both his parents or one of them 
are still alive, and they do not cause him to enter Paradise." He said, "Say Amin," so I said 
Amin.) 



Another Hadith Imam Ahmad reported from Abu Hurayrah that the 

Prophet said: 



( ) 

« 



(He is doomed, he is doomed, he is doomed, the man whose parents, one or both of them, 
reach old age while he is alive and he does not enter Paradise.) This version is Sahih although 
no one recorded it other than Muslim. 



Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded Mu' awiyah bin Jahimah As- Salami saying that Jahimah came to the 
Prophet and said: "0 Messenger of Allah, I want to go out to fight and I have come to seek your 
advice." He said, 



« » 

(Do you have a mother) He said, "Yes." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Then stay with her, for Paradise is at her feet.) Smilar incidents were also recorded by 
others. This was recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 

Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miqdam bin Ma' dikarib said that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(Allah enjoins you concerning your fathers, Allah enjoins you concerning your mothers, Allah 
enjoins you concerning your mothers, Allah enjoins you concerning your mothers, Allah enjoins 
you concerning your close relatives then the next in closeness.) This was recorded by Ibn Majah 
from the Hadith of " Abdullah bin ' Ayyash. 



Another Hadith 

Ahmad recorded that a man from Banu Yarbu* said: "I came to the Prophet while he was 
talking to the people, and I heard him saying, 

» 

« 

(The hand of the one who gives is superior. (Give to) your mother and your father, your sister 
and your brother, then the closest and next closest.)" 



(25. Your Lord knows best what is in your souls. If you are righteous, then, verily, He is Ever 
Most Forgiving to those who turn to Him in repentance.) 



Omissions comitted against Parents are pardoned with Good 

Relations and Repentance 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "This refers to a man who said something that he did not think would be 
offensive to his parents." According to another report: "He did not mean anything bad by that." 
So Allah said: 



(Your Lord knows best what is in your souls. If you are righteous,) 



(He is Ever Most Forgiving to those who turn to Him in repentance.) Qatadah said: "To the 
obedient who pray." 



(He is Ever Most Forgiving to those who turn to Him in repentance.) Shu' bah narrated from 
Yahya bin Sa' id from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib; "This refers to those who commit sin then repent, 
and commit sin then repent." x Ata' bin Yasar, Sa id bin Jubayr and Mujahid said: "They are the 
ones who return to goodness." Mujahid narrated from " Ubayd bin 'Umayr, concerning this 
Ayah: "This is the one who, when he remembers his sin when he is alone, he seeks the 
forgiveness of Allah." Mujahid agreed with him on that. Ibn Jarir said: "The best view on this 
matter is of those who said that it refers to the one who repents after committing sin, who 
comes back from disobedience to obedience and who leaves that which Allah hates for that 
which He loves and is pleased with. " What he said is correct, for Allah says, 



(Verily, to Us will be their return) (88:25). And according to a Sahih Hadith, the Messenger of 
Allah would say when he returned from a journey, 

« » 

(We have returned repenting, worshipping and praising our Lord.) 



(26. And give to the kinsman his due, and to the Miskin (poor), and to the wayfarer. But spend 
not wastefully (your wealth) in the manner of a spendthrift.) (27. Verily, the spendthrifts are 
brothers of the Shayatin (devils), and the Shaytan is ever ungrateful to his Lord.) (28. And if 
you turn away from them and you are awaiting a mercy from your Lord for which you hope, 
then, speak unto them a soft, kind word.) 



The Command to maintain the Ties of Kinship and the Prohibition of 

Extravagance 

When Allah mentions honoring one's parents, He follows this with the command to treat one's 
relatives well and to maintain the ties of kinship. According to the Hadith: 

« » 



« » 



(Your mother and your father, then your closest relatives and the next closest.) According to 
another Hadith: 



» 

« 

(Whoever would like to see his provision expanded and his life extended, let him maintain his 
ties of kinship.) 



(But spend not wastefully (your wealth) in the manner of a spendthrift.) When Allah commands 
spending, He forbids extravagance. Spending should be moderate, as stated in another Ayah: 



(And those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor stingy). 25:67 Then He says, to 
discourage extravagance: 



(Verily, the spendthrifts are brothers of the Shayatin,) They have this trait in common. Ibn 
Mas' ud said: "This refers spending extravagantly when it is not appropriate." Ibn 'Abbas said 
likewise. Mujahid said: "If a man spends all his wealth on appropriate things, then he is not a 
spendthrift, but if he spends a little inappropriately, then he is a spendthrift." Qatadah said: 
"Extravagance means spending money on sin in disobeying Allah, and on wrongful and corrupt 
things." Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said: "A man came from Banu Tamim to the 
Messenger of Allah and said: '0 Messenger of Allah, I have a lot of wealth, I have a family, 
children, and the refinements of city life, so tell me how I should spend and what I should do.' 
The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Pay the Zakah on your wealth if any is due, for it is purification that will make you pure, 
maintain your ties of kinship, pay attention to the rights of beggars, neighbors and the poor.) 
He said: ' Messenger of Allah, make it less for me.' He recited : 



(And give to the kinsman his due, and to the Miskin (poor) and to the wayfarer. But spend not 
wastefully in the manner of a spendthrift.) The man said, 'That is enough for me, Messenger 
of Allah. If I pay Zakah to your messenger, will I be absolved of that duty before Allah and His 
Messenger' The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Yes, if you give it to my messenger, you will have fulfilled it, and you will have the reward for 
it, and the sin ison the one who changes it.)" 



(Verily, the spendthrifts are brothers of the Shayatin,) meaning, they are their brothers in 
extravagance, foolishness, failing to obey Allah and committing sin. Allah said: 



(and the Shaytan is ever ungrateful to his Lord.) meaning, he is an ingrate, because he denied 
the blessings of Allah and did not obey Him, turning instead to disobedience and rebellion. 



(And if you turn away from them and you are awaiting a mercy from your Lord) * If your 
relatives and those to whom We have commanded you to give, ask you for something, and you 
do not have anything, and you turn away from them because you have nothing to give, 



(then, speak unto them a soft, kind word.) meaning, with a promise. This was the opinion of 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others. 



(29. And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck, nor overextend it (like a 
spendthrift), so that you become blameworthy and in severe poverty.) (30. Truly, your Lord 
expands the provision for whom He wills and straitens (for whom He wills). Verily, He is Ever 
All-Knower, All-Seer of His servants.) 



Moderation in Spending 

Allah enjoins moderation in living. He condemns miserliness and forbids extravagance. 



(And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck,) this means, do not be miserly and 
stingy, never giving anything to anyone, as the Jews - may the curses of Allah be upon them - 
said, "Allah's Hand is tied up (i.e., He does not give and spend of His bounty)". They attributed 
miserlinessto Him, Exalted and Sanctified be the Most Generous Bestower! 



(nor overextend it (like a spendthrift)) means, nor be extravagant in spending and giving more 
than you can afford, or paying more than you earn, lest you become blameworthy and find 
yourself in severe poverty. If you are a miser, people will blame you and condemn you, and no 
longer rely on you. When you spend more than you can afford, you will find yourself without 
anything to spend, so you will be worn out, like an animal that cannot walk, so it becomes 
weak and incapable. It is described as worn out, which is similar in meaning to exhausted. As 
Allah says: 



(Then look again: "Can you see any rifts" Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to 
you in a state of humiliation and worn out. ) (67:3-4) meaning, unable to see any faults. 
Similarly, Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj, Ibn Zayd and others understood this Ayah 
as miserliness and extravagance. It was reported in the Two Sahihs from the Hadith of Abu Az- 
Zinad from Al-A' raj that Abu Hurayrah heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 



(The parable of the miser and the almsgiver is that of two persons wearing iron cloaks from 
their chests to their collar-bones. When the almsgiver gives in charity, the cloak becomes 
spacious until it covers his whole body to such an extent that it hides his fingertips and covers 
his tracks (obliterates his tracks - or, his sins will be forgiven). And when the miser wants to 
spend, it (the iron cloak) sticks and (its) every ring gets stuck to its place, and he triesto widen 
it, but it does not become wide.) This version was recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Zakah. 
In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that IVlf awiyah bin Abi Muzarrid narrated from Sa' id bin Yasar 
that Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There is no day when a person wakes up but two angels come down from heaven. One of them 
says, ' Allah, compensate the one who gives (in charity),' and the other one says, ' Allah, 
destroy the one who withholds.')" Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Wealth never decreases because of Sadaqah (charity). Allah never increases a servant who 
gives in charity except in honor, and whoever is humble for the sake of Allah, Allah will raise 
him in status.) According to a Hadith narrated by Abu Kathir from 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, who 
attributed it to the Prophet : 



» 



« 



(Beware of stinginess for it destroyed the people who came before you. It commanded them to 
be miserly, so they were miserly; and it commanded them to cut the ties of kinship, so they cut 
them; and it commanded them to commit immoral actions, so they did so.) 



(Truly, your Lord expands the provision for whom He wills and straitens (for whom He wills).) 
This Ayah is telling us that Allah is the One Who provides or withholds, the Bestower Who is 
running the affairs of His creation as He wills. He makes rich whomever He wills, and He makes 
poor whomever He wills, by the wisdom that is His. He said: / 



(Verily, He is Ever All-Knower, All-Seer of His servants.) meaning, He knows and sees who 
deserves to be rich and who deserves to be poor. In some cases, richness may be decreed so 
that a person gets carried away, leading to his own doom. In other cases, poverty may be a 
punishment. We seek refuge with Allah from both. 



(31. And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We shall provide for them as well as for you. 
Surely, the killing of them is a great sin.) 



Prohibition of killing Children 

This Ayah indicates that Allah is more compassionate towards His servants than a father to his 
child, because He forbids killing children just as He enjoins parents to take care of their 
children in matters of inheritance. The people of Jahiliyyah would not allow their daughters to 
inherit from them, and some would even kill their daughters lest they make them more poor. 
Allah forbade that and said: 



(And kill not your children for fear of poverty.) meaning, lest they may make you poor in the 
future. This is why Allah mentionsthe children's provision first: 



(We shall provide for them as well as for you.) In Surat Al-An' am, Allah says: 



(kill not your children because of poverty.) 6:151 



(We provide sustenance for you and for them) 6:151 and, 



(Surely, the killing of them is a great sin.) means, a major sin. In Two Sahihs it is recorded that 
" Abdullah bin Mas' ud said: "I said, x O Messenger of Allah, which sin is the worst' He said, 



» 



« : 

(To appoint rivals of Allah when He has created you.) I asked, 'Then what' He said, (To kill your 
child lest he should eat with you.) I asked, 'Then what' He said, (To commit adultery with your 
neighbor's wife.)" 



(32. And come not near to unlawful sex. Verily, it is Fahishah (immoral sin) and an evil way. 



The Command to avoid Zina (Unlawful Sex) and Everything that 

leads to it 

Allah says, forbidding His servants to commit Zina or to approach it or to do anything that may 
lead to it: 



(And come not near to unlawful sex. Verily, it is a Fahishah (immoral sin)) meaning a major sin, 



(and an evil way.) meaning, a terrible way to behave. Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Umamah 
saying that a young man came to the Prophet and said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Give me 
permission to commit Zina (unlawful sex)." The people surrounded him and rebuked him, 
saying, "9 op! 9 op!" But the Prophet said, 



« » 



(Come close) The young man came to him, and he said, 



« » 



(3t down) so he sat down. The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Would you like it (unlawful sex) for your mother) He said, "No, by Allah, may I be ransomed for 
you." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Neither do the people like it for their mothers.) The Prophet said, 

« » 



(Would you like it for your daughter) He said, "No, by Allah, may I be ransomed for you." The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(Neither do the people like it for their daughters. ) The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Would you like it for your sister) He said, "No, by Allah, may I be ransomed for you." The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(Neither do the people like it for their sisters.) The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Would you like it for your paternal aunt) He said, "No, by Allah, Allah's Messenger! may I be 
ransomed for you." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Neither do the people like it for their paternal aunts.) The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Would you like it for your maternal aunt) He said, "No, by Allah, Allah's Messenger! may I be 
ransomed for you." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Neither do the people like it for their maternal aunts.) Then the Prophet put his hand on him 
and said, 

« » 

(0 Allah, forgive his sin, purify his heart and guard his chastity.) After that the young man 
never paid attention to anything of that nature. 



(33. And do not kill anyone whose killing Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause. And 
whoever is killed wrongfully (not by mistake), We have given his heir the authority. But let him 
not exceed limits in the matter of taking life. Verily, he is helped.) 



Prohibition of Unlawful Killing Allah forbids killing with no 

legitimate reason. 

It was reported in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(The blood of a Muslim who bears witness to La ilaha illallah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, is not permissible (to be shed) except in three cases: a soul for a soul (i.e., 
in the case of murder), an adulterer who is married, and a person who leaves his religion and 
desertsthe Jama'ah.) The following is recorded in the books of the Sunan: 

« » 

(If the world were to be destroyed, it would be of less importance to Allah than the killing of a 
Muslim.) 



(And whoever is killed wrongfully, We have given his heir the authority.) The authority is over 
the killer. The heir has the choice; if he wishes, he may have him killed in retaliation, or he 
may forgive him in return for the payment of the Diyah (blood money), or he may forgive him 
with no payment, as is reported in the Sunnah. The great scholar and Imam Ibn 'Abbas 
understood from the general meaning of this Ayah that Mu' awiyah should take power, because 
he was the heir of x Uthman, who had been killed wrongfully, may Allah be pleased with him, 



and Mif awiyah did event- ually take power, as Ibn ' Abbas said on the basis of this Ayah. This is 
one of the stranger of matters. 



(But let him not exceed limits in the matter of taking life.) They said: this means the heir 
should not go to extremes in killing the killer, such as mutilating the body or taking revenge on 
persons other than the killer. 



(Verily, he is helped.) means, the heir is helped against the killer by the SharT ah and by divine 
decree. 



(34. And come not near to the orphan's property except to improve it, until he attains the age 
of full strength. And fulfill (every) covenant. Verily, the covenant will be questioned about.) 
(35. And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is 
good (advantageous) and better in the end.) 



The Command to handle the Orphan's Wealth properly and to be 
Honest in Weights and Measures 



(And come not near to the orphan's property except to improve it, until he attains the age of 
full strength.) meaning, do not dispose of the orphan's wealth except in a proper manner. 



(but consume it the orphan's property not wastefully and hastily fearing that they should grow 
up, and whoever (among guardians) is rich, he should take no wages, but if he is poor, let him 
have for himself what isjust and reasonable (according to his labor).) 4:6 In Sahih Muslim it is 
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said to Abu Dharr: 

» 



« 

(0 Abu Dharr, I see that you are weak (in adiministering), and I like for you that which I like for 
myself. Do not let yourself be appointed as Amir over two people, and do not let yourself be 
appointed as guardian of an orphan's property.) 



(And fulfill (every) covenant.) meaning, everything that you promise people, and the covenants 
that you agree to, because the person who makes a covenant or a promise will be asked about 
it: 



(Verily, the covenant will be questioned about. 



(And give full measure when you measure.) meaning, do not try to make it weigh less nor 
wrong people with their belongings. 



(and weigh with a balance) meaning scales, 



(that is straight.) meaning that which is not distorted nor that which will cause confusion. 



(that is good) for you, in your daily life and in your Hereafter. So Allah says: 



(and better in the end.) meaning, with regard to your ultimate end in the Hereafter. 



(That is good (advantageous) and better in the end.) Sa' id narrated that Qatadah said that this 
means "Better in reward and a better end. " Ibn 'Abbas used to say: "0 people, you are 
entrusted with two things for which the people who came before you were destroyed - these 
weights and measures." 



(36. And follow not that of which you have no knowledge. Verily, the hearing, and the sight, 
and the heart of each of those ones will be questioned (by Allah).) 



Do not speak without Knowledge 

Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "This means) do not say (anything of which 
you have no knowledge)." Al-' Awfi said: "Do not accuse anyone of that of which you have no 
knowledge." Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah said: "It means bearing false witness." Qatadah said: 
"Do not say, ' I have seen', when you did not see anything, or ' I have heard', when you did not 
hear anything, or " I know', when you do not know, for Allah will ask you about all of that." In 
conclusion, what they said means that Allah forbids speaking without knowledge and only on 
the basis of suspicion, which is mere imagination and illusions. As Allah says: 



(Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicions are sins.) 49:12 According to a Hadith: 



« » 

(Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the falsest of speech.) The following Hadith is found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud: 



« : » 

(What an evil habit it is for a man to say, 'They claimed...') According to another Hadith: 



» 



« 



(The worst of lies is for a man to claim to have seen something that he has not seen.) In the 
Sahih it says: 



» 



« 



(Whoever claims to have seen a dream (when he has not seen) will be told on the Day of 
Resurrection to make a knot between two barley grains, and he will not be able to do it.) 



(each of those ones) meansthese faculties, hearing, sight and the heart, 



(will be questioned.) means, the person will be asked about them on the Day of Resurrection, 
and they will be asked about him and what he did with them. 



(37. And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor 
penetrate the earth nor can you attain a stature like the mountains in height.) (38. All the bad 
aspects of these (the above mentioned things) are hateful to your Lord.) 



Condemnation of strutting 

Allah forbids His servantsto strut and walk in a boastful manner: 



(And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance.) meaning, walking in boastful manner 
and acting proud, like those who are arrogant oppressors. 



(Verily, you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth) means, you cannot penetrate the earth 
with your walking. Thiswasthe opinion of Ibn Jarir. 



(39. This is (part) of Al-Hikmah (wisdom) which your Lord has revealed to you. And set not up 
with Allah any other god lest you should be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and rejected (from 
Allah's mercy).) 



Everything previously mentioned is Revelation and Wisdom 

Allah says: 'What We have commanded you to do is part of good manners, and what We have 
forbidden you are evil qualities. We have revealed this to you, Muhammad, so that you may 
command the people likewise.' 



(And set not up with Allah any other god lest you should be thrown into Hell, blameworthy) 
meaning, your own self will blame you, as will Allah and His creation. 



(rejected) means far removed from everything good. Ibn 'Abbas and Qatadah said: "(It means) 
cast out." This is an address to the Ummah via the Messenger , for he is infallible. 



(40. Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for Himself from among the angels 
daughters Verily, you indeed utter an awful saying.) 



Refutation of Those Who claim that the Angels are Daughters of 

Allah 

Allah refutes the lying idolators who claim, may the curse of Allah be upon them, that the 
angels are the daughters of Allah. They made the angels, who are the servants of Ar-Rahman 
(the Most Beneficent), females, and called them daughters of Allah, then they worshipped 
them. They were gravely wrong on all three counts. Allah says, denouncing them: 



(Has then your Lord preferred for you sons,) meaning, has He given only you sons 



(and taken for Himself from among the angels daughters) meaning, has He chosen for Himself, 
as you claim, daughters Then Allah denounces them even more severely, and says: 



(Verily, you indeed utter an awful saying.) meaning, in your claim that Allah has children, then 
you say that His children are female, which you do not like for yourselves and may even kill 
them by burying them alive. That is indeed a division most unfair! Allah says: 



(And they say: "The Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a child." Indeed you have brought 
forth (said) a terrible evil thing. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth split 
asunder, and the mountains fall in ruins. That they ascribe a son child to the Most Beneficent. 
But it is not suitable for (the majesty of) the Most Beneficent that he should beget a child. 
There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Beneficent as a servant. 
Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And every one of 
them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) (19:88-95) 



(41. And surely, We have explained in this Qur'an that they may take heed, but it increases 
them in naught save aversion.) Allah says: 



(And surely, We have explained in this Qur'an) meaning, 'We have explained Our warni- ngs so 
that they may remember the proof, evidence and exhorta- tions contained there- in, and be 
prevented from Shirk, wrong- doing and scandal.' 



(but it increasesthem in naught) the wrong- doers among them 



(save aversion.) aversion towardsthe truth; they go further away from it. 



(42. Say: "If there had been other gods along with Him as they assert, then they would certainly 
have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne.) (43. Glorified and Exalted is He high above 
what they say!) Allah says: x Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators who claim that Allah has a 
partner among His creation, and who worship others besides Him that they may bring them 
nearer to Him: if the matter is as you say, and there is another god besides Him whom you 
worship in order to draw closer to Him and so that he will intercede for you with Him, then 
those whom you worship would themselves worship Him and seek means to draw closer to Him. 
So worship Him alone, just as those on whom you call besides Him worship Him. You have no 
need of a deity to be an intermediary between you and Him, for He does not like or accept 
that, rather He hates it and rejects it, and has forbidden that through all of His Messengers and 
Prophets.' Then He glorifies and sanctifies Himself far above all that, and says: 



(Glorified and Exalted is He high above what they say!) meaning these idolators who transgress 
and do wrong when they claim that there are other gods besides Him. 



(high above) means, far above. He is Allah, the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all 
creatures need. He begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none comparable or coequal 
unto Him. 



(44. The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him and there is not a 
thing but glorifies His praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever 
Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.) 



Everything glorifies Allah 

Allah says: the seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, meaning the creatures that 
dwell therein, sanctify Him, exalt Him, venerate Him, glorify Him and magnify Him far above 



what these idolators say, and they bear witness that He is One in His Lordship and Divinity. In 
everything there is a sign of Allah indicating that He is One. As Allah says: 



(Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the mountains fall in 
ruins, That they ascribe child to the Most Beneficent) (19:90-91). 



(and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise.) there is no created being that does not 
celebrate the praises of Allah. 



(But you understand not their glorification.) means, ' You do not understand them, mankind, 
because it is not like your languages.' This applies to all creatures generally, animal, inanimate 
and botanical. This is the better known of the two opinions according to the most reliable of 
two opinions. It was reported in Sahih Al-Bukhari that Ibn Mas' ud said: "We used to hear the 
Tasbih of the food as it was being eaten. " Imam Ahmad recorded that IVLf adh bin Anas said 
that the Messenger of Allah came upon some people who were sitting on their mounts and 
talking to one another. He said to them: 

» 



« 

(Ride them safely then leave them safely. Do not use them as chairs for you to have 
conversations in the streets and marketplaces, because the one that is ridden may be better 
than the one who rides it, and may remember Allah more than he does.) An-Nasa'i recorded in 
his Sunan that " Abdullah bin * Amr said: "The Messenger of Allah forbade us from killing frogs." 



(Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft -Forgiving.) means, He does not hasten to punish those who 
disobey Him, rather He gives them time and waits, then if they persist in their stubborn Kufr, 
He seizes them with a punishment of the All-Mighty, All-Capable. It was recorded in the Two 
Sahihsthat: 



« » 

(Allah will let the wrongdoer carry on until, when He does seize him, He will never let him go.) 
Then the Messenger of Allah recited: 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are 
doingwrong. ) 11:02 Allah says: 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing.) 22:45 until the end 
of two Ay at. 



(And many a township did We destroy while they were given to wrongdoing.) 22:48 Whoever 
gives up his disbelief and disobedience, and turns back to Allah in repentance, Allah will accept 
his repentance, as He says: 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness) 4:110 
Here, Allah says: 



(Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft -Forgiving.) At the end of Surah Fatir, He says: 



(Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should move away from their places, 
and if they were to move away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after 
Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft -Forgiving...) until His saying; 



(And if Allah were to punish men)(35:41-45) 



(45. And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you and those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, an invisible veil.) (46. And We have put Akinnah over their hearts, lest they should 
understand it, and in their ears deafness. And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in 
the Qur'an, they turn on their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike.) 



The Veil over the Hearts of the Idolators 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad : ' When you recite Qur'an to these idolators, We put an 
invisible veil between you and them.' Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, "It is coverings over their 
hearts," as Allah says: 



(And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings (screened) from that to which you invite us; and 
in our ears is deafness, and between us and you is a screen) meaning, there is something that is 
stopping and preventing your words from reaching us. 



(an invisible veil.) meaning something which covers, or that cannot be seen, so there is a 
barrier between them and guidance. This is the interpretation that Ibn Jarir (may Allah have 
mercy on him) thought was correct. Al-Hafiz Abu YaMa Al-Mawusili recorded that Asma'bint Abi 
Bakr (may Allah be pleased with her) said, "When the Ayah, 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) (111:1) was revealed, the one-eyed woman 
Umm Jamil the wife of Abu Lahab came with a stone pestle in her hand, screaming, " What 
was sent to us is somebody blameworthy, or, we reject somebody blameworthy Abu Musa - one 
of the narrators - said, it is I who am not sure what was said ; we shun his religion and disobey 
whatever he commands!' The Messenger of Allah was sitting with Abu Bakr by his side. Abu 
Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 'This woman has come and I am afraid she will see 
you.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Certainly she will not see me.) and he recited Qur'an through which he was protected from 
her: 



(And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you and those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, an invisible veil). She came and found Abu Bakr, but she did not see the Prophet . 
She said, '0 Abu Bakr, I have heard that your companion is lampooning me.' Abu Bakr said, 
* No, by the Lord of this House the Ka' bah , he is not lampooning you.' Then she went away, 
saying, ' The Quraysh know that I am the daughter of their master.'" 



(And We have put coverings over their hearts,) Akinnah (coverings) isthe plural of Kinan, which 
covers the heart. 



(lest they should understand it,) means, lest they should understand the Qur'an. 



(and in their ears deafness) something that will stop them from hearing the Qur'an in such a 
way that they will understand it and be guided by it. 



(And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the Qur'an,) means, when you declare Allah 
to be One in your recitation, and say La llaha lllallah, 



(t hey turn) means t hey turn away 



(on their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike.) As Allah says: 



(And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are 
filled with disgust (from the Oneness of Allah).) 39:45 z 



(And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the Qur'an,) Commenting on this Ayah, 
Qatadah said that when the Muslims said La llaha lllallah, the idolators disliked this and found 
it intolerable. Iblis and his troops hated it, but Allah insisted on supporting it so that it would 
prevail over those who opposed it. Whoever uses it against his opponent will prevail, and 
whoever fights for it will be victorious. Only the Muslims of the Arabian Peninsula, which can 
be traversed by a rider in a few nights, knew it and accepted it, out of all mankind. 



(47. We know best of what they listen to, when they listen to you. And when they take secret 
counsel, then the wrongdoers say: "You follow none but a bewitched man.") (48. See what 
examples they have put forward for you. 3d they have gone astray, and never can they find a 
way.) 



The Secret Counsel of Quraysh after hearing the Qur'an 



Allah tells His Prophet about what the leaders of Quraysh discussed when they came and 
listened to him reciting Qur'an in secret, without their people knowing about it. They said that 
he was Mashur which according to the better-known view means someone affected by magic 
(Shr); it may also mean a man who has a lung, i.e., a mere human being, as if they were saying 
that if you follow Muhammad, you will only be following a human being. This second suggestion 
does not sound correct, because what they meant here was that he was under the influence of 
Shr (magic) which made him see dreams in which he learned these words that he recited. 
Some of them said he was a poet, or a soothsayer, or crazy, or a sorcerer. Allah says: 



(See what examples they have put forward for you. So they have gone astray, and never can 
they find a way.) meaning, they will never be guided to the truth and will never find a way to 
reach it. Muhammad bin Ishaq said in As-Srah: "Muhammad bin Muslim bin Shihab Az-Zuhri told 
me that it happened that Abu Sjfyan bin Harb, Abu Jahl bin Hisham and Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq 
bin ' Amr bin Wahb Ath-Thaqafi, the ally of Bani Zahrah, went out one night to listen to the 
Messenger of Allah when he was praying at night in his house. Each one of them took up a 
position for listening, and none of them knew that the others were also there. They stayed 
listening to him all night until dawn came. When they left, they met up on the road, each of 
them blaming the others, saying to one another; ' Do not come back again, lest you give the 
wrong impression i.e., that you like what you hear .' Then they went away until the second 
night came, when each of them came back to his place and spent the night listening. When 
dawn came they left, then when they met up on the road, each of them blamed the others, 
saying the same as they had said the previous night. Then they went away until the third night 
came, when each of them came back to his place and spent the night listening. When dawn 
came they left, then when they met up on the road, they said to one another, 'Let us not 
leave until we promise not to come back,' so they made a promise to that effect, and went 
their separate ways. In the morning, Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq took his stick and went to the house 
of Abu Sufyan bin Harb, where he said, 'Tell me, Abu Hanzalah i.e., Abu Sjfyan , what do 
you think of what you have heard from Muhammad' Abu Sjfyan said, * Abu Tha' labah i.e., 
Al-Akhnas , by Allah, I have heard something I understand and I know what is meant by it, and I 
have heard things I do not understand and do not know what is meant by it.' Al-Akhnas said: 
" Me too, by the One by Whom you swore.' Then he left and went to Abu Jahl, and entered his 
house. He said, ' Abu Al-Hakam i.e., Abu Jahl , what do you think of what you have heard 
from Muhammad' He said, " What did you hear' He said, ' We and Banu 'Abd Manaf competed 
for honor and position: they fed people so we fed people, they engaged in battle so we 
engaged in battle, they gave so we gave, until we were neck and neck, like race horses. Then 
they said, we have a Prophet among us who receives revelation from heaven. How could we 
compete with that By Allah we will never believe in him.' Then Al-Akhnas got up and left him." 



(49. And they say: "When we are bones and fragments (destroyed), should we really be 
resurrected (to be) a new creation") (50. Say: "Be you stones or iron,") (51. "Or some created 
thing that is yet greater (or harder) in your breasts." Then, they will say: "Who shall bring us 
back (to life)" Say: "He Who created you first!" Then, they will shake their heads at you and 
say: "When will that be" Say: "Perhaps it is near!") (52. On the Day when He will call you, and 
you will answer with (words of) His praise and obedience, and you will think that you have 
stayed (in thisworld) but a little while!) 



Refutation of Those Who do not believe in Life after Death 

Allah tells us about the disbelievers who think it very unlikely that the Resurrection will happen 
and who say, in atone of denial, 



(When we are bones and fragments.) meaning earth. This was the view of Mujahid. ' Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbasthat it means dust. 



(should we really be resurrected (to be) a new creation) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection 
after we have disintegrated and become nothing, and have been forgotten. Allah tells us about 
them elsewhere: 



(They say: "Shall we indeed be returned to (our) former state of life Even after we are 
crumbled bones" They say: "It would in that case, be a return with loss!") (79:10-12). And, 



(And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation.) until the end of two Ayat. 
(36:78-79) Allah commands His Messenger to respond to them, so He says: 



(Say (0 Muhammad): "Be you stones or iron,") - which are more difficult to restore than bones 
and fragments, 



(Or some created thing that is yet greater (or harder) in your breasts.) Ibn Ishaq narrated from 
Ibn Abi Najih from Mujahid: "I asked Ibn 'Abbas about that, and he said: 'This is death.'" 
'Atiyah reported that Ibn " Umar explained of this Ayah: "If you were dead I would still 
resurrect you." This was also the view of Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak and others. This means that if you were to assume that you would become dead, which 
is the opposite of living, Allah will resurrect you when He wills, for nothing can stop Him when 
He wills a thing. 



(Or some created thing that is yet greater (or harder) in your breasts.) Mujahid said: "This 
meansthe heavens, earth and mountains." According to another report, "Whatever you want to 
be, go ahead, Allah will still resurrect you after you die." 



(Then, they will say: "Who shall bring us back (to life)") meaning, who will resurrect us if we 
are stones or iron or some other strong created thing 



(Say: "He Who created you first!") meaning, He Who created you when you were nothing, then 
you became human beings, walking about. He is able to create you anew, no matter what you 
have become. 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him.) 
30:27 



(Then, they will shake their heads at you) Ibn ' Abbas and Qatadah said, "They will move their 
heads in a gesture of mockery." This view expressed by Ibn 'Abbas and Qatadah is what the 
Arabs understand from the language, because the word used Fasayunghidun indicates an up- 
and-down movement Nughad. A word derived from the same root, Naghd, is used to refer to 
the young of the ostrich, because when it walks, it walks quickly and moves its head. The same 
word is used to describe a tooth when it becomes loose and is detached from its place. 



(and say: "When will that be") This shows that they thought it very unlikely that it would 
happen, as Allah says: 



(And they say: "When will this promise (i.e. Resurrection) be fulfilled, if you are truthful") 
(36:48) 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it the Hour ) 42:18 



(Say: "Perhaps it is near!") meaning, beware of it, for it is at hand and will no doubt come to 
you, and what will be will be. 



(On the Day when He will call you,) meaning the Lord, may He be blessed and exalted: 



(When He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come out from the earth) 30:25 
meaning, when He commands you to come out from the earth, for nothing can oppose Him or 
prevent His command from being fulfilled. Rather, it is as He says: 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye) (54:50) 



(Verily, Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is only that We say unto it: "Be!" - and it is) 
(16:40) 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, they find themselves (on the surface of the 
earth) alive (after their death).) (79:13-14), meaning, it will be just one definitive command, 
then the people will have come out from the inside of the earth to its surface, as Allah says: 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with (words of) His praise) meaning, 
you will all rise up in response to His command and in obedience to His will. 



(and you will think) means, on the Day when you rise up from your graves, 



(that you have stayed) in this earthly abode, 



(but a little while.) This is like the Ayah: 



(The Day they see it, (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in this world) except an afternoon 
or a morning.) (79:46). Allah says: 



(The Day when the Trumpet will be blown: that Day, We shall gather the blue or blind-eyed 
with thirst. They will speak in a very low voice to each other (saying): "You stayed not longer 
than ten (days)." We know very well what they will say, when the best among them in 
knowledge and wisdom will say: "You stayed no longer than a day!") (20:102-104). 



(And on the Day that the Hour will be established, they will swear that they stayed not but an 
hour - thus were they ever deluded.) (30:55) 



(He will say: "What number of years did you stay on earth" They will say: "We stayed a day or 
part of a day. Ask of those who keep account." He will say: "You stayed not but a little, if you 
had only known!") (23:112-114). 



(53. And say to My servants that they should say those words that are best. (Because) Shaytan 
verily, sows a state of conflict and disagreement among them. Surely, Shaytan is to man a plain 
enemy.) 



People should speak Good Words with Politeness 

Allah commands His servant Muhammad () to tell the believing servants of Allah that they 
should address one another in their conversations and discussions with the best and politest of 
words, for if they do not do that, Shaytan will sow discord among them, and words will lead to 
actions, so that evil and conflicts and fights will arise among them. For Shaytan is the enemy of 
Adam and his descendants, and has been since he refused to prostrate to Adam. His enmity is 
obvious and manifest. For this reason it is forbidden for a man to point at his Muslim brother 
with an iron instrument, for Shaytan may cause him to strike him with it. (Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(No one of you should point at his brother with a weapon, for he does not know whether 
Shaytan will cause him to strike him with it and thus be thrown into a pit of Fire.) Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim recorded this Hadith with the chain of narration from ' Abdur-Razzaq. 



(54. Lord knows you best; if He wills, He will have mercy on you, or if He wills, He will punish 
you. And We have not sent you as a guardian over them.) (55. And your Lord knows best all who 
are in the heavens and the earth. And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above 
others, and to Dawud We gave the Zabur.) Allah says: 



(Your Lord knows you best;) mankind, meaning, He knows best who among you deserves to 
be guided and who does not deserve to be guided. 



(if He wills, He will have mercy on you,) by helping you to obey Him and turn to Him. 



(or if He wills, He will punish you. And We have not sent you) - Muhammad 



(as a guardian over them.) meaning, 'We have sent you as a warner, so whoever obeys you, 
will enter Paradise and whoever disobeys you, will enter Hell.' 



(And your Lord knows best all who are in the heavens and the earth.) meaning, their status or 
level of obedience or disobedience. 



The Preference of some Prophets above Others 



(And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above others.) As Allah says: 



(Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to some of them Allah spoke 
(directly); others He raised to degrees (of honor.)) 2:253 This does not contradict the report 
in the Two Sahihs which says that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Don't give superiority to any Prophet among (Allah's) Prophets.) What is meant in this Hadith is 
giving a superiority based on whims and fanaticism or sectarian feelings, not on the basis of 
evidence. If there is solid evidence, we have to follow it. There is no dispute that the 
Messengers are better than the rest of the Prophets, and that the mighty Messengers of Great 
Resolve are the best of all. They are the five mentioned in two Ayat of the Qur'an, in Surat Al- 
Ahzab: 



(And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and from you and from Nuh, 
Ibrahim, Musa and ' Isa son of Maryam.) 33:7 and in Surat Ash-Shura: 



(He has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh, and that which We have 
revealed to you, and that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa and ' Isa saying you should 
establish religion and make no divisions in it.) 42:13 There is no dispute that Muhammad is 
the best of them, then Ibrahim, then Musa, then ' Isa (peace be upon them all), according to 
the best-known view. We have discussed the evidence for this in detail elsewhere, and Allah is 
the source of help. Allah's saying, 



(and to Dawud We gave the Zabur.) isan indication of hisvirtueand honor. Al-Bukhari recorded 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(The Qur'an (i.e. revea- led Ssripture of Zabur) was made easy for Dawud, so he would call for 
his mounts to be saddled, and he would finish reciting it (i.e., the Zabur) be- fore the job was 
done.) 



(56. Say: "Call upon those - besides Him whom you pretend. They have neither the power to 
remove the adversity from you nor even to shift (it from you to another person).") (57. Those 
whom they call upon, desire a means of access to their Lord, as to which of them should be the 
nearest; and they hope for His mercy and fear His torment. Verily, the torment of your Lord is 
(something) to be afraid of!) 



The gods of the Idolators can neither benefit nor harm; rather they 
themselves seek to draw close to Allah 



Allah says: 



(Say) Muhammad to these idolators who worship things other than Allah, 



(Call upon those - besides Him whom you pretend.) such as idols and rivals of Allah. Even if you 
turn to them, 



(They have neither the power to remove the adversity from you) they have no such power at 
all, 



(nor even to shift (it from you to another person.)) to lift the distress from you and give it to 
someone else. The meaning is that the only one Who is able to do that is Allah Alone, with no 
partner or associate, Who isthe One Who creates and issues commands. 



(Say: "Call upon those whom you pretend) Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "The people of 
Shirk used to say, ' we worship the angels and the Messiah and " Uzayr,' while these (the angels 
and the Messiah and ' Uzayr) themselves call upon Allah." 



(Those whom they call upon, desire) Al-Bukhari recorded from Sulayman bin Mahran Al-A' mash, 
from Ibrahim, from Abu Ma' mar, from 'Abdullah: 



(Those whom they call upon, desire a means of access to their Lord,) "Some of the Jinn used to 
be worshipped, then they became Muslims." According to another report: "Some humans used 
to worship some of the Jinn, then those Jinn became Muslim, but those humans adhered to 
their religion (of worshipping the Jinn)." 



(they hope for His mercy and fear His torment.) Worship cannot be complete or perfect unless 
it is accompanied by both fear and hope. Fear stops one from doing things that are forbidden, 
and hope makes one do more good deeds. 



(Verily, the torment of your Lord is (something) to be afraid of!) meaning, one should beware 
of it and be afraid lest it happen. We seek refuge with Allah from that. 



(58. And there is not a town (population) but We shall destroy it before the Day of 
Resurrection, or punish it with a severe torment. That is written in the Book (of Our decrees)) 



The Destruction or Torment of all Disbelieving Towns before the 

Hour begins 

Here Allah tells us that He has decreed and it is written in Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved 
Tablet) which is with Him, that there is no town that He will not destroy by wiping out all its 
people or by punishing them, 



(with a severe torment.) either by killing them or sending calamities upon them as He wills. 
This will be because of their sins, as Allah says of the past nations: 



(We wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.) 11:101 



(So it tasted the evil result of its affair (disbelief), and the consequence of its affair (disbelief) 
was loss.) 65:9 



(And many a town (population) revolted against the command of its Lord and His Messengers;) 
65:8 and many Ay at. 



(59. And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. And 
We sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent not the 
signs except to make them afraid (of destruction).) 



The Reason why Allah did not send Signs or Miracles 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "The idolatorssaid: ' Muhammad, you claim that before you there were 
Prophets, among whom was one to whom the wind was subjugated, and another who could 
bring the dead back to life. If you want us to believe in you, ask your Lord to turn As-Safa' into 
gold for us.' Allah conveyed to him by inspiration (Wahy): * I have heard what they have said. If 
you wish, I will do what they say, but if they do not believe after that, the punishment will 
come down upon them, because after the sign has been sent, there is no room for speculation. 
Or if you wish, I will be patient with your people and give them more time.' He said: 



« » 



(0 Lord, give them more time.)" This was also narrated by Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and others. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The people of Makkah asked the Prophet to turn 
As-Safa' into gold for them, and to remove the mountains (from around Makkah) so that they 
could cultivate the land. It was said to him (by Allah): x If you wish, I will be patient and give 



them more time, or if you wish, I will do what they are asking, but if they then disbelieve, they 
will be destroyed as the nations before them were destroyed.' He said, 

« » 

(No, be patient and give them more time.) Then Allah revealed: 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. ) An- 
Nasa'i also reported this from the Hadith of Jarir. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: 
The Quraysh said to the Prophet , "Ask your Lord to turn As-Safa' into gold and we will believe 
in you." He said, 

« » 

(Will you really do that) They said, "Yes." 3d he asked his Lord, and Jibril came to him and said: 
"Your Lord conveys His Salam to you and says, x If you wish, I will turn As-Safa' into gold for 
them, then whoever of them disbelieves after that, will be punished with a torment the like of 
which has never be seen in creation; or if you wish, I will open the gates of repentance and 
mercy for them.'" He said, 

« » 

(Rather the gates of repentance and mercy.) 



(And We sent not the signs except to make them afraid (of destruction).) Qatadah said, "Allah 
makes people afraid with whatever signs He wills, so that they may learn a lesson and 
remember and return to Him. We were told that Al-Kufah was shaken at the time of Ibn 
Mas' ud, who said: '0 people, your Lord is rebuking you, so pay heed!'" Similarly, it was 
reported that Al-Madinah was struck by several earthquakes at the time of ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab. " Umar said: "You have changed, by Allah, and if such a quake were to strike again, I 
will subject you to such and such." The Prophet said, in a Hadith whose authenticity is agreed 
upon: 



» 



« 



(The sun and the moon are two of the signs of Allah, and they are not eclipsed for the death or 
life of anyone. Allah uses them to make His servants afraid, so if you see them, hasten to 
remember Him, call on Him and seek His forgiveness.) Then he said: (OUmmah of Muhammad, 
by Allah, no one has a greater sense of jealousy than Allah if He sees His servant, or female 
servant, committing Zina (illegal sexual intercourse). Ummah of Muhammad, if you knew 
what I know, you would laugh little and weep much.) 



(60. And (remember) when We told you: "Verily, your Lord has encompassed mankind." And We 
made not the vision which We showed you but a trial for mankind, and (likewise) the accursed 
tree in the Qur'an. We warn and make them afraid but it only increases them in naught save 
great disbelief, oppression and disobedience to Allah.) 



Allah has encompassed Mankind and made the Vision of His Prophet 

a Trial for Them 

Allah says to His Messenger , encouraging him to convey the Message and informing him that He 
is protecting him from the people, that He is able to deal with them and that they are in His 
grasp and under His domination and control. 



(And (remember) when We toid you: "Verily, your Lord has encompassed mankind..") Mujahid, 
' Urwah bin Az-Az-Zubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others said, "This means, He protected you 
from them." 



(And We made not the vision which We showed you but a trial for mankind,) Al-Bukhari 
recorded t hat Ibn " Abbas said: 



(And We made not the vision which We showed you but atrial for mankind,) "This is the vision 
which the Messenger of Allah saw with his own eyes on the night when he was taken on the 
Night Journey (Al-lsra 1 ). 



and (likewise) the accursed tree in the Qur aOn. refers to the Tree of Zaqqum." This was also 
recorded by Ahmad, ' Abdur-Razzaq and others. It was also reported by AI-'Awfi from Ibn 
'Abbas. It was also interpreted as referring to the Night of the Isra' by Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Masruq, Ibrahim, Qatadah, " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd and several others. We 
have already quoted at length a comprehensive collection of Hadith about the Isra' at the 
beginning of this Surah, praise be to Allah. We have also already stated that some people gave 
up their Islam after they had been following the truth, because their hearts and minds could 
not comprehend that, and they denied what their knowledge could not grasp, but Allah caused 
it to increase and strengthen the faith of others, and so He says: 



(but a trial), meaning a test. As for the cursed tree, this is the Tree of Zaqqum. When the 
Messenger of Allah told them that he had seen Paradise and Hell, and seen the Tree of 
Zaqqum, they did not believe that, and Abu Jahl, upon whom be the curses of Allah, even said, 
"Bring us some dates and butter," and he started eating them and saying, "Let us have some 
Zaqqum, we don't know any other Zaqqum but this." This was narrated by Ibn 'Abbas, Masruq, 
Abu Malik, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others. Everyone who interpreted the Ayah to refer to the 
Night of the Isra', also interpreted it to refer to the Tree of Zaqqum. 



( We make them afraid) meaning, 'We make the disbelievers afraid with Our warnings and 
punishments and torment.' 



(but it only increases them in naught save great disbelief, oppression and disobedience to 
Allah.) means, it only pushes them further into their disbelief and misguidance, and this is 
because Allah has forsaken them. 



(61. And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves unto Adam." They 
prostrated themselves except Iblis. He said: "Shall I prostrate myself to one whom You created 
from clay") (62. He said: "See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me 
respite to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely, seize and mislead his offspring, all but a few!") 



The Story of Adam and Iblis 

Allah mentions here the enmity of Iblis, may the curse of Allah be upon him and his progeny. 
This is an ancient hatred, dating from the time that Allah created Adam, when He commanded 
the angels to prostrate to Adam, and all of them prostrated except Iblis, who was too arrogant 
and he haughtily refused to prostrate to him. He said in atone indicating contempt: 



(He said: "Shall I prostrate myself to one whom You created from clay") According to another 
Ayah, he said: 



(I am better than he. You created me from fire, and You created him from clay.) 7:12 He also 
said, speaking to the Lord with disbelief and insolence, but the Lord bore it patiently: 



(He said: "See this one whom You have honored above me...") Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "He is saying, " I am going to dominate his offspring, all but a few."' Mujahid 
said (it means), "I am going to surround them." Ibn Zayd said (it means), "I am going to lead 
them astray." All of them are close in meaning, and the meaning of the Ayah is, "Do You see 
this one whom You have honored and made greater than me If You give me time, I will lead his 
descendants astray, all but a few of them." 



(63. (Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense 
of you (all) an ample recompense.) (64. "And fool them gradually, those whom you can among 
them with your voice, Ajlib upon them with your cavalry and your infantry, share with them 
wealth and children, and make promises to them." But Shaytan promises them nothing but 
deceit.) (65. "Verily, My servants, you have no authority over them. And All-Sufficient is your 
Lord as a Guardian.") When Iblis asked for respite, Allah said to him: 



(Go,) I will give you respite.' According to another Ayah (Allah) said: 



(Verily, you are of those allowed respite till the Day of the time appointed.) (38:80-81). Then 
Allah warned him and those who follow him among the progeny of Adam about Hell: 



((Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of 
you (all)) meaning, for your deeds. 



(an ample recompense.) Mujahid said, "Sufficient recompense." Qatadah said, "It will be 
abundant for you and will not be decreased for you." 



(And fool them gradually those whom you can among them with your voice,) It was said that 
this refers to singing. Mujahid said, "With idle entertainment and singing," meaning, influence 
them with that. 



(And fool them gradually those whom you can among them with your voice,) Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"Every caller who calls people to disobey Allah." This was the view of Qatadah, and was also the 
opinion favored by Ibn Jarir. 



(Ajib upon them with your cavalry and your infantry.) Send your troops and cavalry and infantry 
against them. The meaning is, send whatever forces you have at your disposal against them. 
This is a command (related to the divine decree), as Allah says elsewhere: 



(See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the disbelievers to push them to do evil. ) 
(19:83), meaning, to provoke them and drive them towards evil. 



( Aj lib upon them with your cavalry and your infantry,) Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said, "Everyone 
who rides or walks to go and commit sin and disobey Allah." Qatadah said, "He has infantry and 
cavalry among the Jinn and among humans. They are the ones who obey him." The Arabs use 
the verb Ajlaba when describing somebody shouting at another person. Hence it is forbidden in 
races to shout at one another and push one another. From this root is also derived the word 
Jalabah, which means raising voices. 



(and share with them wealth and children,) Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said, "This means what he 
commandsthem to do of spending money in disobedience to Allah, may He be exalted." 



(and children,) Ibn' Abbas, as reported by Al-' Awfi, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak said, "This means 
the children of Zina (i.e., illegitimate children)." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas 
said, "This means the children whom they used to kill out of folly, without knowledge." 
Qatadah reported that Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "Allah caused Shaytan to take a share of wealth 
and children by making them Magians, Jews and Christians, and making them follow any 
religion other than Islam, and by making them give a part of their wealth to the Shaytan." 
Qatadah said the same. 



(and share with them wealth and children.) The fact that only wealth and children are 
mentioned in this Ayah, does not mean that it is limited only to those things. Everything in 
which a person disobeys Allah or obeys the Shaytan means that he is sharing with him. It was 
reported in Sahih Muslim from ' lyad bin Himar that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah the Mighty and Exalted says, "I have created My servants as Hunafa' monotheists , then 
the Shayatin come to them and lead them astray from their religion and (tell that) what I have 
permitted for them is forbidden to them.") According to the Two Sahihs, the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(When one of you wants to have intercourse with his wife, let him say, ' In the Name of Allah. 
Allah, keep us away from Shaytan and keep Shaytan away from what you bestow on us 
(children).' Then if a child is decreed for them from that, the Shaytan will never harm him.) 



("...and make promises to them." But Shaytan promises them nothing but deceit.) As Allah tells 
us, Iblis will say, on the Day when the matter is decided: 



(Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. 
14:22 



(Verily, My servants, you have no authority over them.) Here Allah tells us that He supports His 
believing servants, and guards and protectsthem against the accursed Shaytan. Allah says: 



(And All-Suff icient is your Lord as a Guardian.) meaning, as a Protector, Supporter and Helper. 



(66. Your Lord is He Who drives the ship for you through the sea, in order that you may seek of 
His bounty. Truly, He is ever Most Merciful towards you.) 



Ships are a Sign of the Mercy of Allah 

Allah tells us of His kindness towards His servants by subjugating for them ships on the sea. He 
makes it easy for them to use ships to serve their interests, seeking His bounty through trade 
between one region and another. He says: 



(Truly, He is ever Most Merciful towards you.) meaning, He does this for you out of His grace 
and mercy towards you. 



(67. And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him. But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful.) 



When Harm befalls Them, the Disbelievers do not remember 

anyone except Allah 

Allah tells us that when harm befalls people, they call on Him, turning to Him and sincerely 
beseeching Him. Hence Allah says: 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him.) meaning, everything they worship besides Allah disappears from their hearts and minds. 
Smilar happened to ' Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl when he fled from the Messenger of Allah after the 
conquest of Makkah, and headed for Ethiopia. He set out across the sea to goto Ethiopia, but a 
stormy wind arose. The people said to one another: "None can save you except Allah Alone." 
' Ikrimah said to himself, "By Allah if none can benefit on the sea except Allah then no doubt 
none can benefit on land except Allah. * Allah! I promise You that if You bring me safely out 
of this, I will go and put my hand in the hand of Muhammad and surely, I will find him full of 
pity, kindness and mercy.'" They came out of it safely and were delivered from the sea. Then 
'Ikrimah went to the Messenger of Allah , and declared his Islam, and he became a good 
Muslim, may Allah be pleased with him. 



(But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away.) means, you forget what you remembered 
of Divine Oneness (Tawhid) when you were on the sea, and you turn away from calling on Him 
Alone with no partner or associate. 



(And man is ever ungrateful.) means, by nature he forgets and denies His blessings, except for 
those whom Allah protects. 



(68. Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of the land to swallow you up, or that 
He will not send against you a Hasib Then, you shall find no guardian.) 



Does not the Punishment of Allah come on Land too 



Allah says, do you think that by emerging onto dry land you will be safe from His vengeance 
and punishment, that a side of the land will not swallow you up or He will not send against you 
a Hasib - which is a kind of rain that carries stones This was the view of Mujahid and others. As 
Allah says: 



(Verily, We sent against them, except the family of Lut, them We saved in the last hour of the 
night, As a favor from Us.) (54:34-35) Elsewhere, Allah says: 



(and We rained on them stones of Sjjil, in a well-arranged manner one after another) 



(Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to sink 
with you, and then it should quake Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven 
(Allah), will not send against you a Hasib Then you shall know how (terrible) has been My 
warning) (67: 16-17) 



(Then, you shall find no guardian.) no helper to turn the punishment away from you and save 
you. 



(69. Or do you feel secure that He will not send you back a second time to sea and send against 
you a Qasif and drown you because of your disbelief Then you will not find any avenger therein 
against Us.) 



Perhaps He will send You back to the Sea 

Allah says, 



(Or do you feel secure), 'you who turn away from Us after acknowledging Our Oneness at sea 
once you are back upon dry land,' 



(that He will not send you back) to sea a second time 



(and send against you a Qasif) which will destroy your masts and sink your vessels. Ibn 'Abbas 
and others said, "Al-Qasif is the wind of the sea which destroys vessels and sinks them." 



(and drown you because of your disbelief) means because of your rejection and turning away 
from Allah. 



(Then you will not find any avenger therein against Us.) Ibn 'Abbas said that this means a 
helper. Mujahid said, "A helper who will avenge you," i.e., take revenge on your behalf. 
Qatadah said it means, "We are not afraid that anyone will pursue Us with anything of that 
nature (i.e., vengeance)." 



(70. And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and 
sea, and have provided them with At-Tayyibat, and have preferred them above many of those 
whom We have created with a marked preferment). 



The Honor and noble Nature of Man 

Allah tells us how He has honored the sons of Adam and made them noble by creating them in 
the best and most perfect of forms, as He says: 



(Verily, We created man in the best stature (mould).) (95:4) He walks upright on his two feet 
and eats with his hand, whilet other living creatures walk on four feet and eat with their 
mouths, and He has given him hearing, sight and a heart with which to understand all of that, 
to benefit from it, and distinguish between things to know which are good for him and which 
are harmful, in both worldly and religious terms. 



(and We have carried them on land) means, on animals such as cattle, horses and mules, and 
also on the sea in ships and boats, great and small. 



(and have provided them with At-Tayyibat,) meaning agricultural produce, fruits, meat, and 
milk with all kinds of delicious and desirable flavors and colors and beautiful appearance, and 
fine clothes of all kinds of shapes colors and sizes, which they make for themselves or are 
brought to them by others from other regions and areas. 



(and have preferred them above many of those whom We have created with a marked 
preferment. ) means, over all living beings and other kinds of creation. ThisAyah indicatesthat 
human are also preferred over the angels. 



(71. (And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human beings with their 
(respective) Imam (i.e. the Book of deeds). Sa whosoever is given his record in his right hand, 
such will read their records, and they will not be dealt with unjustly in the least.) (72. And 
whoever is blind in this world then he will be blind in the Hereafter, and most astray from the 
path.) 



Everyone will be called by his Imam on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, he will call each people to account by its Imam. 
The scholars differed as to the meaning of this (i.e. Imam. Mujahid and Qatadah said that it 
meant each nation would be called to account by its Prophet. Some of the Salaf said this isthe 
greatest honor for the people of Hadith, because their leader isthe Prophet . Ibn Zayd said it 
means they would be called to account by their Book which was revealed to their Prophet with 
its laws. This was also the view favored by Ibn Jarir. Ibn Abi Najih narrated that Mujahid said, 
"With their Books." It may be that what is meant here is what AI-'Awfi narrated from Ibn 
' Abbas concerning this Ayah, 



((And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human beings with their (respective) 
Imam), which is that it refers to the Book (or record) of their deeds. This was also the view of 
Abu AI-" Aliyah, Al-Hasan and Ad-Dahhak. This view isthe most correct, because Allah says: 



(and all things We have recorded with numbers (as a record) in a Clear Book Fi Imamin Mubin 
36:12 



(And the Book (one's record) will be placed, and you will see the criminals, fearful of that 
which is (recorded) therein) 18:49 



(And you will see each nation humbled to their knees, each nation will be called to its record 
(of deeds). This Day you shall be recompensed for what you used to do. This Our record speaks 
about you with truth. Verily, We were recording what you used to do.) (45:28-29) This does not 
contradict the fact that the Prophet will be brought forward when Allah judges between his 



Ummah, for he will inevitably be a witness against his Ummah over their deeds. But what is 
meant here by Imam isthe Book of deeds. Allah says: 



((And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human beings with their (respective) 
Imam. 3d whosoever is given his record in his right hand, such will read their records,) means, 
because of their happiness and joy at what is recorded therein of good deeds - they will read it 
and want to read it. As Allah says: 



(Then as for him who will be given his record in his right hand will say: "Here! read my record!) 
until His saying, 



(But as for him who will be given his record in his left hand,) 69:19-29 



(and they will not be dealt with unjustly in the least Fatilan .) We have already mentioned 
that the Fatil is the long thread in the groove of a date-pit. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar 
recorded a Hadith from Abu Hurayrah according to which the Prophet said, concerning the 
Ayah, 



((And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human beings with their (respective) 
Imam.) 

» 



« 



(One of you will be called and will be given his Book in his right hand. He will be in a good 
physical state, with a white face, and there will be placed on his head a crown of shining 
pearls. He will go to his companions and they will see him from afar, and will say, "0 Allah, let 
him come to us and bless us with this." Then he will come to them and will say to them, 
"Rejoice, for every man among you will be like this." As for the disbeliever, his face will be 
black and his body will be enlarged. His companions will see him from afar and will say, "We 
seek refuge in Allah from this, or from the evil of this, Allah, do not let him come to us." 
"Then he will come to them and they will say, O Allah, humiliate him!" He will say, "May Allah 
cast you away, every man among you will be like this.") Then Al-Bazzar said: "This was only 
reported through this chain." 



(And whoever is blind in this) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said: this means in 
this worldly life. 



(blind) means, blind to the signs and proofs of Allah. 



(then he will be blind in the Hereafter,) as he was blind in this world. 



(and most astray from the path.) most astray as he was in this world. We seek refuge with Allah 
from that. 



(73. Verily, they were about to tempt you away from that which We have revealed to you, to 
fabricate something other than it against Us, and then they would certainly have taken you as 
an intimate friend! (74. And had We not made you stand firm, you would nearly have inclined 
to them a little.) (75. In that case We would have made you taste a double portion in this life 
and a double portion after death. And then you would have found none to help you against Us.) 



How the Prophet would have been punished if He had given in at all 
to the Disbelievers' Demands that He change some of the 

Revelation 

Allah tells us how He supported His Prophet and protected him and kept him safe from the evil 
plots of the wicked transgressors. Allah is the One Who took care of him and helped him, and 
would not leave him to any of His creation. He is the One Who is His Helper, Supporter and 
Protector, the One Who isto help him achieve victory and make His religion prevail over those 
who resist him and oppose him and fight him in the east and in the west. May Allah send peace 
and blessings upon him until the Day of Judgement. 



(76. And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land. But 
in that case, they would not have stayed (therein) after you, except for a little while.) (77. A 
Sunnah with which We sent Our Messengers before you and you will not find any alteration in 
Our Sunnah.) 



The Reason why these Ayat were revealed 

This was revealed concerning the disbelievers among the Quraysh, when they wanted to expel 
the Messenger of Allah from among themselves. So Allah issued a warning to them in this Ayah, 
telling them that if they expelled him, they would not stay in Makkah for very long after that. 
And this is what happened after he migrated from them when their persecution became so 
intense. Only a year and a half after that, Allah brought him and them together on the 
battlefield of Badr, without any pre-arranged appointment, and He caused him to prevail over 
them and defeat them, so he killed their leaders and took their families as captives. Hence 
Allah said: 



(A Sunnah with which We sent) meaning this is what We usually do to those who reject Our 
Messengers and persecute them by driving the Messenger out from among themselves - the 
punishment comes to them. If it were not for the fact that the Prophet was the Messenger of 
Mercy, vengeance would have come upon them such as had never been seen before in this 
world. So Allah says: 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are among them.) 8:33 



(78. Perform the Salah from midday till the darkness of the night, and recite the Qur'an in the 
early dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn is ever witnessed.) (79. And 
in some parts of the night (also) offer the Salah with it as an additional prayer for you. It may 
be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) 



The Command to offer the Prayers at their appointed Times 

Allah says, commanding His Messenger to offer the prescribed prayers at the appointed times: 



(Perform the Salat from midday.) Hushaym narrated from Mughirah from Ash-Sha' bi from Ibn 
x Abbas: "Midday means when the sun is at its zenith." This was also reported by NafT from Ibn 
* Umar, and by Malik in his Taf sir from Az-Zuhri from Ibn ' Umar. This was the opinion of Abu 
Barzah Al-Aslami and Mujahid, and of Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Ja' f ar Al-Baqir and Qatadah. It 
is also understood to generally refer to the times of the five prayers. Allah said; 



(from midday till the darkness of the night,) meaning darkness, or it was said, sunset. This was 
understood to mean Zuhr * Asr, Maghrib and x Isha'. 



(and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn.) meaning Salat Al-Fajr. The details of the timings of 
the prayers were reported in the Mutawatir Sunnah from the words and deeds of the Prophet , 
and this is what the people of Islam have followed until the present day, passing it down from 
generation to generation, century after century, as we have stated in the appropriate place, 
praise be to Allah. 



The Meeting of the Angels at the Times of Fajr and ' Asr Prayers 



(Verily the recitation of the Qur'an in the early down is ever witnessed.) Ibn Mas' ud reported 
from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with them both) that the Prophet said concerning 
this Ayah : 



(and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn 
is ever witnessed.) 

« » 

(It is witnessed by the angels of the night and the angels of the day.) Al-Bukhari narrated from 
Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(The prayer offered in congregation is twenty-five degrees better than the prayer offered 
individually, and the angels of the night and the angels of the day meet at Salat Al-Fajr.) Abu 
Hurayrah said: Recite, if you wish: 



(and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn 
is ever witnessed.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn Mas' ud and Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 
said, concerning the Ayah: 



(and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn 
is ever witnessed.) 

« » 

(It is witnessed by the angels of the night and the angels of the day.) This was recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." According to the 
version recorded in the Two Sahihsfrom Abu Hurayrah, the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(The angels of the night and the angels of the day come amongst you in successive groups (in 
shifts). They meet at the Morning prayer (Fajr) and at the Mid-afternoon prayer ('Asr). Those 
who stayed among you at ascend, and their Lord asks them, although He knows best about you, 
"How did you leave My servants" They say, "We came to them when they were praying and we 



left them when they were praying.") ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The two guards meet at Salat 
Al-Fajr, and one group ascends while the other stays where it is. " These were the comments of 
Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Mujahid, Qatadah and others on the Tafsir of this Ayah. 



The Command to pray Tahajjud 



(And in some parts of the night (also) offer the Salah with it as an additional prayer for you.) 
Here Allah commands him (the Prophet ) to offer further prayers at night after the prescribed 
prayers. It was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu Hurayrah that when the Messenger of Allah 
was asked which prayer is best after the prescribed prayers, he said, 

« » 

(The Night prayer) Allah commanded His Messenger to pray the Night prayer after offering the 
prescribed prayers, and the term Tahajjud refers to prayer that is offered after sleeping. This 
was the view of 'Alqamah, Al-Aswad, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and others. It is also well-known 
from the Arabic language itself. A number of Hadiths report that the Messenger of Allah used to 
pray Tahajjud after he had slept. These include reports from Ibn 'Abbas, 'Aishah and other 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. This has been discussed in detail in the 
appropriate place, praise be to Allah. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "This is what comes after ' Isha', 
or it could mean what comes after sleeping." 



(an additional prayer (Nawafil)) means the Night prayer has been made an extra prayer 
specifically for the Prophet , because all his previous and future sins had been forgiven. But for 
other members of his Ummah, offering optional prayers may expiate for whatever sins they 
may commit. This was the view of Mujahid, and it was reported in Al-Musnad from Abu 
Umamah Al-Bahili. 



(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) meaning, 'do that which you are 
commanded to do, and We will raise you to a station of praise and glory (Maqam Mahmud) on 
the Day of Resurrection, where all of creation will praise you,' as will their Creator, may He be 
glorified and exalted. Ibn Jarir said, "Most of the commentators said, 'This is the position to 
which Muhammad will be raised on the Day of Resurrection, to intercede for the people so that 
their Lord will relieve them of some of the hardships they are facing on that Day.'" It was 
reported that Hudhayfah said, "Mankind will be gathered in one arena, where they will all hear 
the call and will all be seen. They will be standing barefoot and naked as they were created, 
and no person shall speak except by the leave of Allah. He will call out, '0 Muhammad,' and he 
will respond, 



» 



« 

(At your service, all goodness is in Your Hands and evil is not to be attributed to You. The one 
who is guided is the one whom You guide. Your servant is before You, from You, and to You and 
there is no salvation or refuge from You except with You. May You be blessed and exalted, 
Glory be to You, Lord of the House (the Ka bah).) This is the position of praise and honor 
(Maqam Mahmud) which was mentioned by Allah." Ibn " Abbas said, "The position of praise and 
honor is the position of intercession." Ibn Abi Najih reported something similar from Mujahid, 
and this was also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Qatadah said, "He is the first one for whom the 
earth will be opened on the Day of Resurrection, and he will be the first one to intercede." S3 
the scholars consider thisthe position of praise and glory to which Allah referred in the Ayah: 



(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) I, Ibn Kathir, say: the Messenger of 
Allah will have honors in the Day of Resurrection in which no one else will have a share, honors 
which will not be matched by anyone else. He is the first one for whom the earth will be 
opened and he will come forth riding to the gathering place. He will have a banner under which 
Adam and anyone else will gather, and he will have the Hawd (Lake) to which no one else will 
have more access than he. He will have the right of the Grand Intercession with Allah when He 
comes to judge between His creation. This will be after the people ask Adam, then Nuh, then 
Ibrahim, then Musa, then ' Isato intercede, and each of them will say, "I am not able for that." 
Then they will come to Muhammad , and he will say, 

« » 

(I can do that, I can do that.) We will mention this in more detail shortly, If Allah wills. Part of 
that will be that he will intercede for some people who had been commanded to be taken to 
Hell, and they will be brought back. He is the first Prophet whose Ummah will be judged, and 
the first to take them across the Bridge over the Fire, and the first to intercede in Paradise, as 
was reported in Sahih Muslim. In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that none of the 
believers will enter Paradise except through his intercession. He will be the first to enter 
Paradise, and his Ummah will be the first nation to enter. He will intercede for the status to be 
raised for people whose deeds could not get them there. He is the one who will reach Al- 
Wasilah, which is the highest position in Paradise, which befits no one but him. When Allah 
gives permission for intercession on behalf of sinners, the angels, Prophets and believers will 
intercede, and he will intercede for people whose number is known only to Allah. No one will 
intercede like him and no one will match him in intercession. This has been explained in 
comprehensive detail at the end of the Book of Srah, in the chapter on the specific qualities. 
Praise be to Allah. Now with the help of Allah we will mention the Hadithsthat were reported 
concerning Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Umar said: "On the Day of 



Resurrection, the people will be humbled to their knees, each nation following its Prophet and 
saying, '0 so-and-so, intercede,' '0 so-and-so, intercede,' until the power of intercession is 
given to Muhammad , and that will be the day when Allah raises him to a position of praise and 
glory. Ibn Jarir recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The sun will come close until the sweat reaches halfway up one's ears. When the people are in 
that state, they will ask Adam for help, and he will say, "I am not the one to do that." Then 
they will ask Musa, and he will say likewise, then they will ask Muhammad, and he will 
intercede for the people and will go and take hold of the handle of the gate of Paradise, and 
that will be the Day when Allah resurrects him to a position of praise and glory.) Al-Bukhari 
also recorded it in the Book of Zakah, where he added: 



» 



« 



(That will be the Day when Allah resurrects him to a position of praise and glory, and all the 
people will praise him.) Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that " Abdullah said, "Then Allah will 
give permission for intercession, and Ar-Ruh Al-Quddus, Jibril, will stand up, then Ibrahim, the 
close Friend of Allah will stand up, then ' Isa or Musa will stand up - Abu Az-Za' ra' said, ' I do 
not know which of them, ' -- then your Prophet will stand up and will intercede, and no one 
after him will intercede as much as he does. This is the position of praise and glory to which 
Allah referred: 



(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud. 



The Hadith of Abu Hurayrah 

Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "Some meat was 
brought to the Messenger of Allah , and he lifted up the arm, which he used to like, and took 
one bite, then he said: 



« 



(I will be the leader of mankind on the Day of Resurrection. Do you know why it will be so Allah 
will gather the first and the last in one place, and they will hear a voice calling out, and they 
will all be seen. The sun will come close until their anguish and distress becomes unbearable, 
and some will say to others, "Do you not see how much you are suffering Why do you not find 
someone to intercede for you with your Lord" And some of the people will say to others, "How 
about Adam" 3d they will go to Adam and say, "0 Adam, you are the father of mankind, Allah 
created you with His Hand and breathed into you of His spirit, and commanded the angels to 
prostrate to you. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how bad 
it is" Adam will say, "My Lord is angry today in a way that He has never been angry before and 
He will never be this angry again. He forbade me to approach the Tree and I disobeyed Him. 
Myself, myself, myself i.e., I am only concerned about myself . Go to someone else. Go to 
Nuh." So they will go to Nuh and say, "0 Nuh, you are the first of the Messengers sent to the 
people of earth, and Allah called you a grateful servant. Intercede for us with your Lord, do 
you not see the state we are in, how bad it is" Nuh will say, "My Lord is angry today in a way 
that He has never been angry before and He will never be this angry again. There is a prayer 
that I prayed against my people. Myself, myself, myself i.e., I am only concerned about 
myself . Go to someone else. Go to Ibrahim. " So they will go to Ibrahim and say, "O Ibrahim, 
you are the Prophet of Allah and His close Friend among the people of earth. Intercede for us 
with your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how bad it is" Ibrahim will say, "My Lord is 
angry today in a way that He has never been angry before and He will never be this angry 
again." And he mentioned some untruths he had told. "Myself, myself, myself i.e., I am only 
concerned about myself . Go to someone else. Go to Musa." 

So they will go to Musa and say, "0 Musa, you are the Messenger of Allah, Allah chose you above 
others by selecting you to convey His Message and by speaking to you directly. Intercede for us 
with your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how bad it is" Musa will say, "My Lord is 
angry today in a way that He has never been angry before and He will never be this angry 
again. I killed a soul whom I had not been commanded to kill. Myself, myself, myself i.e., I am 
only concerned about myself . Go to someone else. Go to x Isa." So they will go to ' Isa and say, 
x ' Isa, you are the Messenger of Allah and His Word which He bestowed upon Maryam and a 
spirit created by Him. You spoke to the people as an infant in the cradle. Intercede for us with 
your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how bad it is" ' Isa will say, "My Lord is angry 
today in a way that He has never been angry before and He will never be this angry again." And 
he will not mention any sin. "Myself, myself, myself i.e., I am only concerned about myself . 
Go to someone else. Go to Muhammad." So they will go to Muhammad and will say, "O 
Muhammad, you are the Messenger of Allah and the Last of the Prophets, Allah forgave all your 
past and future sins. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how 



bad it is" I will stand up and come before the Throne, and will fall prostrating to my Lord, may 
He be glorified and exalted. Then Allah will inspire me to speak and I will speak beautiful 
words of praise such as no one has ever been inspired with before. It will be said, "0 
Muhammad, raise your head and ask, it will be granted to you. Intercede, and your intercession 
will be heard." So I will raise my head and say, "My Ummah, Lord, my Ummah, Lord, my 
Ummah, Lord." It will be said, "O Muhammad, admit those who will not be brought to account 
from among your Ummah through the right-hand gate of Paradise. Then the rest of your 
Ummah will share the other gates with the rest of the people.") Then he said, ("By the One in 
Whose Hand isthe soul of Muhammad, the distance between two of the gatepostsof Paradise is 
like the distance between Makkah and Hajar, or between Makkah and Busra.) It was also 
reported in the Two Sahihs. 



(80. And say: "My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) my exit be good. And grant me 
from You a helping authority,") (81. And say: "Truth has come and falsehood has vanished. 
Surely, falsehood is ever bound to vanish.") 



The Command to emigrate 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: The Prophet was in Makkah, then he was 
commanded to emigrate, and Allah revealed the words: 



(And say: "My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) my exit be good. And grant me from 
You a helping authority.") At-Tirmidhi said, "This is Hasan Sahih." Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented 
on this Ayah, "When the disbelievers of Makkah conspired to kill the Messenger of Allah , or 
expel him or imprison him, Allah wanted him to fight the people of Makkah, and commanded 
him to go to Al-Madinah. What Allah said was: 



(And say: "My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) my exit be good...") 



(And say: "My Lord! Let my entry be good...") means, my entry to Al-Madinah. 



(and (likewise) my exit be good, ) means, my exit from Makkah. This was also the view of 
x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 



(And grant me from You a helping authority.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri explained this Ayah; "His Lord 
promised to take away the kingdom and glory of Persia and give it to him, and the kingdom and 
glory of Byzantium and give it to him." Qatadah said, "The Prophet of Allah knew that that he 
could not achieve this without authority or power, so he asked for authority to help him 
support the Book of Allah, the Laws of Allah, the obligations of Allah and to establish the 
religion of Allah. Authority is a mercy from Allah which He places among His servants, 
otherwise some of them would attack others, and the strong would consume the weak." 
Alongside the truth, he also needed power and authority in order to suppress those who 
opposed and resisted him, hence Allah said: 



(Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs,) until His saying, 



(And We brought forth iron) 57:25 



A Threat to the Disbelievers of the Quraysh 



(And say: "Truth has come and falsehood has vanished...") This is a threat and a warning to the 
disbelievers of the Quraysh, for there has come to them from Allah the truth of which there 
can be no doubt and which they have no power to resist. This is what Allah has sent to them of 
the Qur'an, faith and beneficial knowledge. Their falsehood has perished or vanished and been 
destroyed, it cannot remain or stand firm in the face of the truth. 



Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys it, and behold, it dis- appears. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said: The Prophet entered Makkah (at the Con- 
quest), and around the House (the Ka' bah) were three hundred and sixty idols. He started to 
strike them with a stick in his hand, saying, 



(Truth has come and falsehood has vanished. Surely falsehood is ever bound to vanish.) 17:81 



(Truth has come, and falsehood can neither create anything nor resurrect (anything).) 34:49 



(82. And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a cure and a mercy to the believers, and it 
increases the wrongdoers in nothing but loss.) 



The Qur'an is a Cure and a Mercy 

Allah tells us that His Book, which He has revealed to His Messenger Muhammad , the Qur'an to 
which falsehood cannot come, from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise, is a cure and a mercy for the believers, meaning that it takes away 
whatever is in their hearts of doubt, hypocrisy, Shirk, confusion and inclination towards 
falsehood. The Qur'an cures all of that. It is also a mercy through which one attains faith and 
wisdom and seeks goodness. This is only for those who believe in it and accept it as truthful, it 
is a cure and a mercy only for such people. As for the disbeliever who is wronging himself by his 
disbelief, when he hearsthe Qur'an, it only makes him further from the truth and increases him 
in his disbelief. The problem lies with the disbeliever himself, not with the Qur'an, as Allah 
says: 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure. And as for those who disbelieve, there is 
heaviness in their ears, and it is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a place 
far away (so they neither listen nor understand).") 41:44 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of them (hypocrites) say: "Which of you has 
had his faith increased by it" As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they 
rejoice. But as for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add suspicion and doubt to their 
suspicion, disbelief and doubt; and they die while they are disbelievers.) (9:124-125) And there 
are many other similar Ayat. 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a cure and a mercy to the believers,) Qatadah 
said, "When the believer hears it, he benefitsfrom it and memorizes it and understands it." 



(and it increases the wrongdoers in nothing but loss.) They do not benefit from it or memorize 
it or understand it, for Allah has made this Qur'an a cure and a mercy for the believers. 



(83. And when We bestow Our grace on man, he turns away and becomes arrogant. And when 
evil touches him, he is in great despair.) (84. Say: "Each one does according to Shakilatihi, and 
your Lord knows best of him whose path is right.") 



Turning away from Allah at Times of Ease and despairing at Times 

of Calamity 

Allah tells us about the weakness that is inherent in man, except for those whom He protects 
at both times of ease and calamity. If Allah blesses a man with wealth, good health, ease, 
provision and help, and he gets what he wants, he turns away from the obedience and worship 
of Allah, and becomes arrogant. Mujahid said, "(It means) he goes away from Us." I say, this is 
like the Ayah: 



(But when We have removed his harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for 
a harm that touched him!) 10:12 and; 



(But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away.) When man is stricken with evil, which 
means disasters, accidents and calamities, 



(he is in great despair.), meaning that he thinks he will never have anything good again. As 
Allah says, 



(And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us, and remove it from him, verily, He is despairing, 
ungrateful. But if We let him taste good after evil has touched him, he is sure to say: "Ills have 
departed from me." Surely, he is exultant, and boastful. Except those who show patience and 
do righteous good deeds: those, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.) (11:9-11) 



(Say: "Each one does according to Shakilatihi...") Ibn 'Abbas said, "According to his 
inclinations." Mujahid said, "According to his inclinations and his nature." Qatadah said, 
"According to his intentions." Ibn Zayd said, "According to his religion." All these suggestions are 
close in meaning. This Ayah - and Allah knows best - is a threat and a warning to the idolators, 
like the Ayah: 



(And say to those who do not believe: "Act according to your ability and way") (11:121) So Allah 
says: 



(Say: "Each one does according to Shakilatihi, and your Lord knows best of him whose path is 
right.") meaning either us or you. Everyone will be rewarded in accordance with his deeds, for 
nothing whatsoever is hidden from Allah. 



(85. And they ask you concerning the Ruh (the spirit). Say: "The Ruh (the spirit) is one of the 
things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. And of knowledge, you (mankind) have 
been given only a little.") 



The Ruh (spirit) 

Al-Bukhari recorded in his Tafsir of this Ayah that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "While I was 
walking with the Prophet on a farm, and he was resting on a palm-leaf stalk, some Jews passed 
by. Some of them said to the others, " Ask him about the Ruh.' Some of them said, ~ What urges 
you to ask him about that' Others said, ' Do not ask him, lest he gives you a reply which you do 
not like.' But they said, 'Ask him.' So they asked him about the Ruh. The Prophet kept quiet 
and did not give them an answer, and I knew that he was receiving revelation, so I stayed 
where I was. When the revelation was complete, the Prophet said: 



(And they ask you concerning the Ruh (the spirit). Say: "The Ruh (the spirit) is one of the 
things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord...") This context would seem to imply that 
this Ayah was revealed in Al-Madinah, and that it was revealed when the Jews asked him this 
question in Al-Madinah, although the entire Surah was revealed in Makkah. This may be 
answered with the suggestion that this Ayah may have been revealed to him in Al-Madinah a 
second time, after having previously been revealed in Makkah, or that he was divinely inspired 
to respond to their question with a previously-revealed Ayah, namely the Ayah in question. Ibn 
Jarir recorded that ~ Ikrimah said, "The People of the Book asked the Messenger of Allah about 
the Ruh, and Allah revealed: 



(And they ask you concerning the Ruh...) They said, 'You claim that we have only a little 
knowledge, but we have been given the Tawrah, which is the Hikmah, 



(and he, to whom Hikmah is granted, is indeed granted abundant good.)' 2:269 Then the Ayah 



(And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea (were ink wherewith to write), with 
seven seas behind it to add to its (supply),) 31:27 was revealed. He said, "Whatever 
knowledge you have been given, if Allah saves you from the Fire thereby, then it is great and 
good, but in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, it is very little." 



(And they ask you concerning the Ruh.) Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "This was when 
the Jews said to the Prophet , 'Tell us about the Ruh and how the Ruh will be punished that is 
in the body - for the Ruh is something about which only Allah knows, and there was no 
revelation concerning it.' He did not answer them at all, then Jibril came to him and said: 



(Say: "The Ruh (the spirit) is one of the things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. 
And of knowledge, you (mankind) have been given only a little.") So the Prophet told them 
about that, and they said, ' Who told you this' He said, 

« » 

(Jibril brought it to me from Allah.) They said, ' By Allah, no one has told you that except our 
enemy i.e., Jibril .' Then Allah revealed: 



(Say: "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this 
Qur'an) down to your heart by Allah's permission, confirming what came before it.)" 2:97 



The Ruh and the Nafs 

As-Suhayili mentioned the dispute among the scholars over whether the Ruh is the same as the 
Nafs, or something different. He stated that it is light and soft, like air, flowing through the 
body like water through the veins of a tree. He states that the Ruh which the angel breathes 
into the fetus is the Nafs, provided that it joins the body and acquires certain qualities because 
of it, whether good or bad. So then it is either a soul in (complete) rest and satisfaction (89:27) 
or inclined to evil (12:53), just as water is the life of the tree, then by mixing with it, it 
produces something else, so that if it mixes with grapes and the grapes are then squeezed, it 
becomes juice or wine. Then it is no longer called water, except in a metaphorical sense. Thus 
we should understand the connection between Nafs and Ruh; the Ruh is not called Nafs except 
when it joins the body and is affected by it. So in conclusion we may say: the Ruh is the origin 
and essence, and the Nafs consists of the Ruh and its connection to the body. So they are the 
same in one sense but not in another. This is a good explanation, and Allah knows best. I say: 
people speak about the essence of the Ruh and its rulings, and many books have been written 
on this topic. One of the best of those who spoke of this was Al-Hafiz Ibn Mandah in a book 
which we have heard about the Ruh. 



(86. And if We willed, We could surely take away that which We have revealed to you. Then 
you would find no protector for you against Us in that respect.) (87. Except as a mercy from 
your Lord. Verily, His grace unto you is ever great.) (88. Say: "If mankind and the Jinn were 
together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if 
they helped one another.") (89. And indeed We have fully explained to mankind, in this Qur'an, 
every kind of similitude, but most of mankind refuse (the truth and accept nothing) but 
disbelief.) 



If Allah willed, He could take away the Qur'an 

Allah mentions the blessing and great bounty that He has bestowed upon His servant and 
Messenger Muhammad by revealing to Him the Noble Qur'an to which falsehood cannot come, 
from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise. Ibn Mas' ud 
said, "A red wind will come to the people, meaning at the end of time, from the direction of 
Syria, and there will be nothing left in a man's Mushaf (copy of the Qur'an) or in his heart, not 
even one Ayah." Then Ibn Mas' ud recited: 



(And if We willed, We could surely take away that which We have revealed to you. 



Challenging by the Qur'an 



Then Allah points out the great virtue of the Qur'an, and says that even if mankind and the Jinn 
were all to come together and agree to produce something like that which was revealed to His 
Messenger , they would never be able to do it, even if they were to cooperate and support and 
help one another. This is something which is impossible. How could the words of created beings 
be like the Words of the Creator Who has no equal and peer, for there is none like unto Him 



(And indeed We have fully explained to man- kind,) meaning, 'We have furnished them with 
evidence and defini- tive proof, and We have shown them the truth and explained it in detail, 
yet despite that most of mankind insist on disbelief, i.e., denying and rejecting the truth.' 



(90. And they say: "We shall not believe in you, until you cause a spring to gush forth from the 
earth for us;") (91. "Or you have a garden of date palms and grapes, and cause rivers to gush 
forth in their midst abundantly;") (92. "Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, as 
you have pretended, or you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face;") (93. "Or you 
have a house of Zukhruf, or you ascend up into the sky, and even then we will put no faith in 
your ascension until you bring down for us a Book that we would read." Say: "Glorified be my 
Lord! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger") 



The Demand of Quraysh for a specific Sign, and the Rejection of 

that 

Ibn Jarir recorded from Muhammad bin Ishaq, "An old man from among the people of Egypt who 
came to us forty-odd years ago told me, from " Ikrimah, from Ibn 'Abbas, that ' Utbah and 
Shaybah -- the two sons of Rabi'ah, Abu Sufyan bin Harb, a man from Bani ' Abd Ad-Dar, Abu Al- 
Bakhtari -- the brother of Bani Asad, Al-Aswad bin Al-Muttaiib bin Asad, ZarrT ah bin Al-Aswad, 



Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah, Abu Jahl bin Hisham, 'Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah, Umayyah bin 
Khalaf, AI-'As bin Wall, and Nabih and Munabbih - the two sons of Al-Hajjaj As-Sahmin, 
gathered all of them or some of them behind the Ka' bah after sunset. Same of them said to 
others, ' Send for Muhammad and talk with him and argue with him, so that nobody will think 
we are to blame.' So they sent for him saying, 'The nobles of your people have gathered for 
you to speak to them.' So the Messenger of Allah came quickly, thinking that maybe they were 
going to change their minds, for he was very keen that they should be guided, and it upset him 
to see their stubbornness. So he came and sat with them, and they said, '0 Muhammad, we 
have sent for you so that nobody will think we are to blame. By Allah we do not know any man 
among the Arabs who has brought to his people what you have brought to your people. You 
have slandered our forefathers, criticized our religion, insulted our reason, slandered our gods 
and caused division. There is no objectionable thing that you have not brought between us. If 
you are preaching these things because you want wealth, we will collect some of our wealth 
together for you and make you the wealthiest man among us. 



If you are looking for position, we will make you our leader. If you 

are looking for kingship, we will make you our king. If what has 

come to you is a type of Jinn that has possessed you, then we can 

spend our money looking for the medicine that will rid you of it so 

that no one will think we are to blame.' The Messenger of Allah 

said: 



« 



(My case is not as you say. I have not brought what I have brought to you because I want your 
wealth or to be your leader or king. But Allah has sent me to you as a Messenger and has 
revealed to me a Book and has commanded me to bring you good news and a warning. So, I 
have conveyed to you the Messages of my Lord and have advised you accordingly. If you accept 
what I have brought to you, then this is your good fortune in this world and the Hereafter, but 



if you reject it, I shall wait patiently for the command of Allah until Allah judges between me 
and you.) or words to that effect. They said, x Muhammad, if you do not accept what we have 
offered you, then you know that there is no other people whose country is smaller, whose 
wealth is less and whose life is harder than ours, so ask your Lord Who has sent you with what 
He has sent you, to move away these mountains for us that are constricting us, to make our 
land wider and cause rivers to gush forth in it like the rivers of Syria and Iraq, and to resurrect 
for us those of our forefathers who have passed away. 



Let there be among those whom He resurrects Qusayy bin Kilab, for 

he was a truthful old man, and we will ask them whether what you 

are saying is true or false. If you do what we are asking, and they 

(the people who are resurrected) say that you are telling the truth, 

then we will believe you and acknowledge your status with Allah 

and believe that He has sent you as a Messenger as you say.' The 

Messenger of Allah said to them: 



» 



« 



(I was not sent for this purpose. I have brought to you from Allah that with which He has sent 
me, and I have conveyed to you the Message with which I was sent to you. If you accept what I 
have brought to you, then this is your good fortune in this world and the Hereafter, but if you 
reject it, I shall wait patiently for the command of Allah until Allah judges between me and 
you.) They said, ' If you will not do this for us, then at least do something for yourself. Ask your 
Lord to send an angel to confirm that what you are saying is the truth and to speak up on your 
behalf. Ask Him to give you gardens and treasures and palaces of gold and silver, and to make 
you independent so that you will not have to do what we see you doing, for you stand in the 
marketplaces seeking provision just as we do. Then we will know the virtue of your position 
with your Lord and whether you are a Messenger as you claim.' The Messenger of Allah said to 
them: 



» 



« 

(I will not do that, and I will not ask my Lord for this. I was not sent to you for this reason. But 
Allah has sent me to you to bring you good news and a warning. If you accept what I have 
brought to you, then this is your good fortune in this world and the Hereafter, but if you reject 
it, I shall wait patiently for the command of Allah until Allah judges between me and you.) 
They said, 'Then cause the sky to fall upon us, as you claim that if your Lord wills, He can do 
that. We will not believe in you until you do this.' The Messenger of Allah said to them: 

« » 

(That is for Allah to decide. If He wills, He will do that to you.) They said, ' Muhammad, did 
your Lord not know that we would sit with you and ask you what we have asked and make the 
requests that we have made He should have told you beforehand and taught you how to reply 
to us, and informed you what He would do to us if we do not accept what you have brought to 
us. We have heard that the one who is teaching you this, is a man in Al-Yamamah called Ar- 
Rahman. By Allah, we will never believe in Ar-Rahman. We are warning you, Muhammad, 
that we will not let you do what you want to do until you or we are destroyed.' One of them 
said, 'We worship the angels who are the daughters of Allah.' Another said, 'We will never 
believe in you until you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face.' When they said 
this, the Messenger of Allah got up and left them. 'Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah bin Al-Mughirah 
bin 'Abdullah bin ' Umar bin Makhzum, the son of his paternal aunt ' Atikah, the daughter of 
' Abdul-Muttalib, also got up and followed him. He said to him, '0 Muhammad, your people 
have offered you what they have offered you, and you did not accept it. Then they asked for 
things for themselves so that they would know your position with Allah, and you did not do that 
for them. Then they asked you to hasten on the punishments with which you are scaring them. 
By Allah, I will never believe in you unless you take a ladder to heaven and ascend it while I am 
watching, then you bring with you an open book and four angels to testify that you are as you 
say. By Allah, even if you did that, I think that I would not believe you.' Then he turned away 
from the Messenger of Allah , and the Messenger of Allah went home to his family, grieving 
over having missed out on what he had hoped for when his people had called him, because he 
saw that they were resisting him even more." 



The Reason why the Idolators' Demands were refused 

In the case of this gathering where the Quraysh came together to speak with the Messenger of 
Allah , if Allah knew that they were making these requests in order to be guided, they would 
have been granted, but He knew that they were making these demands out of disbelief and 
stubbornness. It was said to the Messenger of Allah , "If you wish, We will give them what they 
are asking, but if they then disbelieve, I will punish them with a punishment that I have never 
imposed upon anyone else in the universe; or if you wish, I will open for them the gate of 
repentance and mercy." He said: 



« » 

(Rather, You open for them the gate of repentance and mercy.) This is like the Ayah: 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. And We 
sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent not the 
signs except to warn, and to make them afraid (of destruction).) (17:59) And Allah says: 



(And they say: "Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk about in the markets (as we). Why 
is not an angel sent down to him to be a warner with him Or (why) has not a treasure been 
granted to him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may eat" And the wrongdoers say: "You 
follow none but a man bewitched." See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have gone 
astray, and they cannot find a path. Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you better than 
that - Gardens under which rivers flow and will assign you palaces. Nay, they deny the Hour, 
and for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire.) (25:7-11) Allah's saying, 



(until you cause a spring to gush forth from the earth for us) refers to a spring of flowing 
water. They asked him to bring forth springs of fresh water in the land of Al-Hijaz, here and 
there. This is easy for Allah, may He be glorified and exalted; if He willed, He could do that. 
He could have responded to all their demands, but He knew that they would not be guided by 
that, as He says: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96-97) And 
Allah says: 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We 
had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed) 6:111 
His saying; 



(Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, as you have pretended,) means, 'you 
promised us that on the Day of Resurrection the heavens will be split asunder, being broken 
and torn up, with parts of it falling down, so do that in this world and make it fall in pieces.' 
This is like when they said: 



(0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones on us from the 
sky.) 8:32 Smilarly, the people of Shu' ayb asked him: 



(So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!) (26:187) So Allah 
punished them with the punishment of the day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud), which was the 
torment of a Great Day. 26:189 As for the Prophet of Repentance and Mercy, who was sent as 
a mercy to the worlds, he asked Allah to delay their punishment, in the hope that Allah would 
bring forth from their offspring people who would worship Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate. This is what indeed did happen, for among those who are mentioned above were 
some who later embraced Islam and became good and sincere Muslims, even 'Abdullah bin Abi 
Umayyah, who followed the Prophet (out of that meeting) and spoke to him as he did. He 
became a sincere Muslim and turned to Allah in repentance. 



(Or you have a house of Zukhruf.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said, "This is gold." This 
was also what was said in the recitation of Ibn Mas' ud, "Or you have a house of gold." 



(or you ascend up into the sky,) meaning, you climb up on a ladder while we are watching you. 



(and even then we will put no faith in your ascension until you bring down for us a Book that 
we would read.) Mujahid said, "This means a book in which there would be one page for each 
person, on which would be the words: " This is a book from Allah to so-and-so the son of so-and- 
so, which he would find by his head when he woke up in the morning." 



(Say: "Glorified be my Lord! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger") meaning, 
" Glorified, exalted and sanctified be He above the notion that anyone would come before Him 
concerning any matter pertaining to His authority and sovereignty. He is the One Who does 
what He wills. If He willed, he could have given you what you asked for, or if He willed, he 
could have refrained. I am only a Messenger to you, sent to convey the Messages of my Lord 
and advise you. I have done that, and the response to what you have asked is to be decided by 
Allah, may He be glorified.' 



(94. And nothing prevented men from believing when the guidance came to them, except that 
they said: "Has Allah sent a man as (His) Messenger") (95. Say: "If there were on the earth, 
angels walking about in peace and security, We should certainly have sent down for them from 
the heaven an angel as a Messenger.") 



The refusal of the Idolatorsto believe because the Messenger was a 

Human -- and its refutation 



(And nothing prevented men) means, most of them, 



(from believing) and following the Messengers, except the fact that they found it strange that 
human beings would be sent as Messengers, as Allah says: 



(Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation to a man from among themselves 
(saying): "Warn mankind, and give good news to those who believe that they shall have with 
their Lord the rewards of their good deeds") 10:2 And Allah says: 



(That was because there came to them their Messengers with clear proofs, but they said: "Shall 
mere men guide us") 64:6 Fira' wn and his people said: 



(They said: "Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and their people are obedient to us 
with humility!") 23: 47 Similarly, the nations said to their Messengers: 



("You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to turn us away from what our fathers 
used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority") 14:10 And there are many other similar 
Ayat. Then Allah says, pointing out His kindness and mercy towards His servants, that He sends 
to them Messengers of their own kind so that they will understand what he says and will be 
able to speak to him directly. If He sent to mankind a Messenger from among the angels, they 
would not be able to deal with him face to face and learn from him, as Allah says: 



(Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger 
from among themselves) 3:164 



(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves) 10:128 



(Similarly, We have sent among you a Messenger of your own, reciting to you Our verses (the 
Qur'an) and purifying you, and teaching you the Book and the Hikmah, and teaching you that 
which you used not to know. Therefore remember Me. I will remember you, and be grateful to 
Me and never be ungrateful to Me.) (2:151-152) Allah says here: 



(Say: "If there were on the earth, angels walking about in peace and security,) meaning, just as 
you do, 



(We should certainly have sent down for them from the heaven an angel as a Messenger), 
meaning, " one of their own kind. But as you are human, We have sent to you Messengers from 
yourselves, as a kindness and a mercy.' 



(96. Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you. Verily, He is Ever the All- 
Knower, the All-Seer of His servants.") Allah tells His Prophet how to prove that what he has 
brought is true, saying to him to tell them: "He (Allah) is a witness over me and over you. He 
knows what I have brought to you. If I were lying to you, He would take revenge on me in the 
severest manner," as Allah says: 



(And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us, We surely would have seized him by his 
right hand, And then We certainly would have cut off his life artery.) (69:44-46) Allah said; 



(Verily, He is Ever the All-Knower, the All-Seer of His servants.) meaning, He knows best who 
among them deserves blessings, good treatment and guidance, and who deserves to be doomed 
and led astray. He says: 



(97. And he whom Allah guides, he is led aright; and whomever He leaves astray can never find 
helpers other than Him, and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their 
faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase 
for them the fierceness of the Fire.) 



Guidance and Misguidance are in the Hands of Allah 

Allah tells us how He deals with His creation and how His rulings are carried out. He tells us 
that there is none who can put back His judgement, for whomever He guides cannot be led 
astray, 



(and whomever He leaves astray can never find helpers other than Him)to guide him. As Allah 
says: 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him) 18:17 



The Punishment of the People of Misguidance 



(and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their faces,) Imam Ahmad 
recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Prophet was asked, "0 Messenger of Allah, how will the 
people be gathered on their faces" He said, 



» 
« 



(The One Who made them walk on their feet is able to make them walk on their faces.) It was 
also reported (by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) in the Two Sahihs. 



(blind) means, unable to see. 



(dumb) means, unable to speak. 



(deaf) means, unable to hear. They will be in this state as a punishment for the way they were 
in this world, blind, dumb and deaf to the truth. This will be their recompense when they are 
gathered on the Day of Resurrection, at the time when they need these faculties most of all. 



(their abode) means, their destination. 



(will be Hell; whenever it abates,) Ibn 'Abbas said, "(This means) calms down," Mujahid said, 
(It means) is extinguished," 



(We shall increase for them the fierceness of the Fire.) meaning, increasing its flames and heat 
and coals, as Allah says: 



(So taste you (the results of your evil actions). No increase shall We give you, except in 
torment.) (78:30) 



(98. That is their recompense, because they denied Our Ayat and said: "When we are bones and 
fragments, shall we really be raised up as a new creation") (99. See they not that Allah, Who 



created the heavens and the earth, is able to create the like of them. And He has decreed for 
them an appointed term, whereof there is no doubt. But the wrongdoers refuse but disbelief.) 



Allah says: ' This punishment, being resurrected blind, dumb and 
deaf, is what they deserve, because they disbelieved, 



(Our Ayat), i.e., Our proof and evidence, and did not think that the resurrection could ever 
happen.' 



(and said: "When we are bones and fragments...") meaning, when we have disintegrated and 
our bodies have rotted away, 



(shall we really be raised up as a new creation) meaning, after we have disintegrated and 
disappeared and been absorbed into the earth, will we come back a second time Allah 
established proof against them and told them that He is able to do that, for He created the 
heavens and the earth, so raising them up again is easier for Him than that, as He says: 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind;) 
40:57 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead) 46: 33 



(Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like of them Yes, indeed! 
He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only 
that He says to it, "Be!" and it is!) (36:81-82) And Allah says here: 



(See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, is able to create the like of 
them.) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, He will recreate and restore their bodies, as He 
created them in the first place. 



(And He has decreed for them an appointed term, whereof there is no doubt.) means, He has 
set a time for them to be re-created and brought forth from their graves, an appointed time 
which must surely come to pass. As Allah says: 



(And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed.) (11:104) 



(But the wrongdoers refuse) -- after the proof has been established against them, 



((and accept nothing) but disbelief.) means, they persist in their falsehood and misguidance. 



(100. Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord, then you would surely hold 
back for fear of spending, and man is ever miserly!") 



Holding back is Part of Man's Nature 

Allah says to His Messenger : "Tell them, Muhammad, even if you had authority over the 
treasures of Allah, you would refrain from spending for fear of exhausting it." Ibn * Abbas and 
Qatadah said, "This means for fear of poverty," lest it run out, despite the fact that it can 
never be exhausted or come to an end. This is because it is part of your nature. So Allah says: 



(and man is ever miserly.) Ibn ' Abbas and Qatadah said: "(This means) stingy and holding back. 
Allah says: 



(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a 
Naqira.) (4:53), meaning that even if they had a share in the authority of Allah, they would not 
have given anything to anyone, not even the amount of a Naqira (speck on the back of a date 
stone). Allah describes man as he really is, except for those whom Allah helps and guides. 
Miserliness, discontent and impatience are human characteristics, as Allah says: 



(Verily, man was created very impatient; irritable when evil touches him; and stingy when good 
touches him. Except those who are devoted to Salah (prayers). ) (70:19-22). And there are 
many other such references in the Qur'an. This is an indication of the generosity and kindness 
of Allah. In the Two Sahihs it says: 

» 



« 



(Allah's Hand is full and never decreases because of His giving night and day. Do you not see 
how much He has given since He created the heavens and the earth, yet that which is in His 
right hand never decreases.) 



(101. And indeed We gave Musa nine clear signs. Ask then the Children of Israel, when he came 
to them, then Fir' awn said to him: "0 Musa ! I think you are indeed bewitched.") (102. He said: 
"Verily, you know that these signs have been sent down by none but the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth. And I think you are indeed, Fir' awn, doomed to destruction!") (103. So he 
resolved to turn them out of the land. But We drowned him and all who were with him.) (104. 
And We said to the Children of Israel after him: "Dwell in the land, then, when the final and 
the last promise comes near, We shall bring you altogether as mixed crowd.") 



The Nine Signs of Musa 

Allah tells us that He sent Musa with nine clear signs, which provided definitive proof that his 
prophet hood was real and that what he was conveying from the One Who had sent him to 
Fira" wn was true. These clear signs were: his staff, his hand, the years of famine, the sea, the 
flood, the locusts, the lice, the frogs and the blood. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas. 
Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "They were his hand and his staff, the five signs mentioned in Al- 
A'raf, and destruction of wealth and the rock." Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Ash-Sha' bi and 
Qatadah said: "They are his hand, his staff, the years of famine, the failure of the crops, the 
flood, the locusts, the lice, the frogs and the blood." 



(Yet they remained arrogant, and they were of those people who were criminals,) 7:133 
meaning, despite all these signs and their witnessing of them, they disbelieved them and belied 



them wrongfully and arrogantly, although they were themselves were convinced of them, so 
they did not have any effect on them. By the same token, (Allah tells His Messenger here,) ' if 
We were to respond to what these people are asking you for, who have said that they will not 
believe in you until you cause springs to gush forth throughout the land for them, they would 
not respond or believe except if Allah willed.' As Fira'wn said to Musa, even though he had 
wit nessed t he signs which he brought , 



("0 Musa! I think you are indeed bewitched. ") It was said that this meant he thought he was a 
sorcerer, but Allah knows best. These nine signs which were mentioned by the Imams (scholars) 
quoted above are what is referred to here, and in the Ayah : 



("And throw down your stick!" But when he saw it moving as if it were a snake, he turned in 
flight, and did not lookback. (It was said:) "0 Musa ! Fear not.") until His saying, 



(among the nine signs (you will take) to Fir' awn and his people. Verily, they are a people who 
are rebellious.) 27:10-12 These Ayat include mention of the stick and the hand, and the rest 
of the nine signs are mentioned in detail in Surat AI-AVaf. Musa was also given many other 
signs, such as striking the rock with his staff and water flowing from it, their being shaded with 
clouds, manna and quails, and other signs which were bestowed upon the Children of Israel 
after they had left the land of Egypt. But here Allah mentions the nine signs which were 
witnessed by his people in Egypt. These became evidence against them, because they 
stubbornly rejected them out of disbelief. So Musa said to Fira' wn: 



("Verily, you know that these signs have been sent down by none but the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth. ) meaning, as proof and evidence of the truth of what I have brought to you. 



(And I think you are indeed, Fir' awn, doomed to destruction!) i.e., bound to be destroyed. 
This was the view of Mujahid and Qatadah. Ibn 'Abbas said: "It means cursed." Ibn ~ Abbas and 
Ad-Dahhak said: 



(doomed to destruction.) means defeated. As Mujahid said, "doomed" includes all of these 
meanings. 



The Destruction of Fir awn and His People 



(So he resolved to turn them out of the land.) means, he wanted to expel them and drive them 
out. 



(But We drowned him and all who were with him. And We said to the Children of Israel after 
him: "Dwell in the land...") This is good news for Muhammad , a foretelling of the conquest of 
Makkah, even though this Surah was revealed in Makkah before the Hijrah. Similarly, the 
people of Makkah wanted to expel the Prophet from the city, as Allah says in two Ayat: 



(And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land...) 
17:76-77 Hence Allah caused His Messenger to inherit Makkah, so he entered it by force, 
according to the better-known of the two opinions, and he defeated its people then out of 
kindness and generosity, he let them go, just as Allah caused the Children of Israel, who had 
been oppressed, to inherit the land, east and west, and to inherit the land of Fir' awn's people, 
with its farmland, crops and treasures. As Allah said, 



(thus We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them. ) (26:59). Here Allah says: 



(And We said to the Children of Israel after him: "Dwell in the land, then, when the final and 
the last promise comes near, We shall bring you altogether as mixed crowd.") meaning, all of 
you, you and your ene mies. Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said, "It means all together." 



(105. And with truth We have sent it down, and with truth it has descended. And We have sent 
you as nothing but a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner.) (106. And a Qur'an which We have 
divided (into parts), in order that you might recite it to men at intervals. And We have 
revealed it by stages.) 



The Revelation of the Qur'an in Stages 

Allah tells us that His Book, the Glorious Qur'an, has been sent with truth, i.e., it contains the 
truth, as Allah says: 



(But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you; He has sent it down with His 
knowledge, and the angels bear witness) 4:166 meaning, it contains the knowledge which 
Allah wanted to teach to you, with His rulings, commands and prohibitions. 



(and with truth it has descended.) means, "It has been sent down to you, Muhammad, 
preserved and protected, not contaminated or mixed with anything else, with nothing added or 
taken away. It has come to you with the truth, brought down by one mighty in power, 
trustworthy and strong, one who isobeyed by the higher group (angels).' 



(And We have sent you) Muhammad 



(as nothing but a bearer of glad tidings and a warner). a bearer of glad tidings for the believers 
who obey you and a warner to the disbelievers who disobey you. 



(And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided), The word translated here as "We have divided" 
may be read in two ways. If it is read as "Faraqnahu", with no Shaddah, the meaning is: 'We 
have made it depart from Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz to Bayt AI-* Izzah in the lowest heaven, then it 
was revealed in stages to the Messenger of Allah, according to events, over a period of twenty- 
three years.' This was narrated by x Ikrimah from Ibn 'Abbas. It was also narrated that Ibn 
" Abbas read it as "Farraqnahu", with a Shaddah, meaning, ' We revealed it Ayah by Ayah , and 
have explained it and made it clear.' Hence Allah says: 



(in order that you might recite it to men), meaning, convey it to the people and recite it to 

them, 



(at intervals.) meaning slowly. 



(And We have revealed it by stages.) means, little by little. 



(107. Say: "Believe in it or do not believe (in it). Verily, those who were given knowledge 
before it, when it is recited to them, fall down on their chins (faces) in humble prostration.") 
(108. And they say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.") 
(109. And they fall down on their chins (faces) weeping and it increases their humility.) 



Those Who were given Knowledge before truly admit the Qur'an 

Allah says to His Prophet Muhammad : 



(Say) Muhammad to these disbelievers concerning what you have brought to them of this 
Glorious Qur'an: 



("Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe (in it).) meaning, it is all the same whether you 
believe in it or not, for it is true in and of itself. It was revealed by Allah, Who mentioned it 
previously in the Books that He revealed to other Messengers. Hence He says: 



(Verily, those who were given knowledge before it,) meaning righteous people among the 
People of the Book, who adhered to their Books and appreciated them without distorting them. 



(when it is recited to them,) means, when this Qur'an is recited to them, 



(fall down on their chins (faces) in humble prostration. ) means, to Allah, in gratitude for the 
blessing He has bestowed on them by considering them fit to live until they met this Messenger 
to whom this Book was revealed. Hence they say: 



(Glory be to our Lord!), meaning, they extol and glorify their Lord for His perfect power and for 
not delaying the fulfillment of the promise which He made through His earlier Prophets, that 
He would send Muhammad . Hence they said: 



(Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.) 



(And they fall down on their chins (faces) weeping) means, in submission to Allah, may He be 
glorified, and in expression of their belief and faith in His Book and His Messenger . 



(and it increases their humility.) means, it increases them in faith and submission. As Allah 
says: 



(While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their guidance and bestows on them 
their Taqwa. ) (47:17). 



(And they fall down) is a description rather than an action (i.e., this is a further description of 
their humility as referred to in Ayah 107; it does not imply that they prostrate twice). 



(110. Say: "Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), by whatever name you 
invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him belong the Best Names. And offer your Salah (prayer) 
neither aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way between.) (111. And say: "All the praises and 
thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son, and Who has no partner in (His) dominion, nor 
is He low to have a supporter. And magnify Him with all magnificence.") 



To Allah belong the Most Beautiful Names 

Allah says: 



(Say) Muhammad, to these idolators who deny that Allah possesses the attribute of mercy 
and refuse to call Him Ar-Rahman, 



("Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), by whatever name you invoke Him (it 
is the same), for to Him belong the Best Names.) meaning, there is no difference between 
calling on Him as Allah or calling on Him as Ar-Rahman, because He has the Most Beautiful 
Names, as He says: 



(He is Allah, beside Whom none has the right to be worshipped but He the All-Knower of the 
unseen and the seen. He isthe Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) (59:22) Until His saying; 



(To Him belong the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him.) 59:24 
Makhul reported that one of the idolators heard the Prophet saying when he was prostrating: "0 
Most Gracious, Most Merciful." The idolator said, he claims to pray to One, but he is praying 
to two! Then Allah revealed this Ayah. This was also narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, and by Ibn 
Jarir. 



The Command to recite neither loudly nor softly 



(And offer your Salah neither aloud) Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "This Ayah was 
revealed when the Messenger of Allah was preaching underground in Makkah." 



(And offer your Salah neither aloud nor in a low voice,) Ibn ' Abbas said: "When he prayed with 
his Companions, he would recite Qur'an loudly, and when the idolators heard that, they 
insulted the Qur'an, and the One Who had revealed it and the one who had brought it. So Allah 
said to His Prophet : 



(And offer your Salah (prayer) neither aloud) means, do not recite it aloud, lest the idolators 
hear you and insult the Qur'an, 



(nor in a low voice,) means, nor recite it so quietly that your companions cannot hear the 
Qur'an and learn it from you. 



(but follow a way between. )" This was also reported in the Two Sahihs. Ad-Dahhak also 
narrated something similar from Ibn ' Abbas, and added: "When he migrated to Al-Madinah, this 
no longer applied, and he recited as he wished." Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "When the Messenger of Allah recited Qur'an quietly while he was praying, the (idolators) 
would disperse and refuse to listen to him; if one of them wanted to hear some of what he was 
reciting in his prayer, he would try to listen without anyone seeing him, because he was afraid 
of them. If he realized that anybody knew he was listening, he would go away lest they harm 
him, so he would stop listening. If the Prophet lowered his voice, those who wanted to listen to 
his recitation could not hear anything, so Allah revealed, 



(And offer your Salah neither aloud) meaning, do not recite aloud, lest those who want to 
listen disperse for fear of attracting unwelcome attention, 



(nor in a low voice,) but do not make your voice so soft that the one who is trying to listen 
without being seen cannot hear anything at all. Perhaps he will pay attention to some of what 
he hears and benefit from it. 



(but follow a way between. )" This was the view of ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah 
that this Ayah was revealed concerning recitation in prayer. It was narrated from Ibn Mas' ud: 
"Do not make it so soft that no one can hear it except yourself." 

Declaration of Tawhid 



(And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son...") because Allah 
has stated that the Most Beautiful Names belong to Him, and has declared Himself to be above 
having any faults or defects. 



(And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son, and Who has no 
partner in (His) dominion...") indeed, He is Allah, (the) One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who 
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him. 



(nor He is low to have a supporter.) means, He is not so humble or weak that He needs to have 
a helper or supporter or adviser, rather He Alone, with no partner or associate, may He be 
exalted, is the Creator of all things and is the One Who is running and controlling them by His 
will, with no partner or associate. 



(nor He is low to have a supporter).) Mujahid said: He does not form an alliance with anyone, 
nor does He seek the support or help of anyone. 



(And magnify Him with all magnificence.) means, glorify and extol Him far above whatever the 
transgressors and aggressors say. Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Qurazi used to say about this Ayah, 



(And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son...") that the Jews 
and Christians said that Allah has taken a son; the Arabs said, "At Your service, You have no 
partner except the partner You have, and You possess him and whatever he owns;" and the 
Sabians and Magians said, "If it were not for the supporters of Allah, He would be weak." Then 
Allah revealed this Ayah : 



(And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son, and Who has no 
partner in (His) dominion, nor is He low to have a supporter. And magnify Him with all 
magnificence.") End of Tafsir Surah Subhan Surat Al-lsra' . And to Allah be the praise and 
blessings. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Kahf 

(Chapter- 18) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

What has been mentioned about the Virtues of this Surah and the 
first and last ten Ayat, which provide protection from the Dajjal 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara' said: "A man recited Al-Kahf and there was an animal in the 
house which began acting in a nervous manner. He looked, and saw a fog or cloud overhead. He 
mentioned thisto the Prophet , who said: 

» 

« 

(Keep on reciting so and so, for this is the tranquillity which descends when one reads Qur'an or 
because of reading Qur'an;) This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. This man who recited it 
was Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, as we have previously mentioned in our Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah. 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Ad-Darda' that the Prophet said: 

» 

« 

(Whoever memorizes ten Ayat from the beginning of Surat Al-Kahf will be protected from the 
Dajjal.) This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and At-Tirmidhi. According to 
the version recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 

« » 



(Whoever memorizes three Ayat from the beginning of Al-Kahf.) He said, it is "Hasan Sahih. " In 
his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded from Abu Sa' id that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever recites Surat Al-Kahf on Friday, it will illuminate him with light from one Friday to 
the next.) Then he said: "This Hadith has a Sahih chain, but they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did 
not record it." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded it in his Sunan from Al-Hakim, then 
he narrated with his own chain that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever recites Surat Al-Kahf as it was revealed, it will be a light for him on the Day of 
Resurrection.) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. All praise is due to Allah, Who has sent down to His servant the Book, and has not placed 
therein any crookedness.) (2. (He has made it) straight to give warning of a severe punishment 
from Him, and to give good news to the believers, who do righteous deeds, that they shall have 
a fair reward.) (3. They shall abide therein forever.) (4. And to warn those who say, "Allah has 



begotten a child.") (5. No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor had their fathers. Mighty is 
the word that comes out of their mouths. They utter nothing but a lie.) 



The Revelation of the Qur'an brings both Good News and a Warning 

In the beginning of this Tafsir, we mentioned that Allah, praises His Holy Self at the beginning 
and end of matters, for He is the One to be praised in all circumstances, all praise and thanks 
be to Him, in the beginning and in the end. He praises Himself for revealing His Mighty Book to 
His Noble Messenger Muhammad , which is the greatest blessing that Allah has granted the 
people of this earth. Through the Qur'an, He brings them out of the darkness into light. He has 
made it a Book that is straight, neither distorted nor confusion therein. It clearly guides to a 
straight path, plain and manifest, giving a warning to the disbelievers and good news to the 
believers. This is why Allah says: 



(and has not placed therein any crookedness.) meaning, there is nothing twisted or confusing 
about it. But He has made it balanced and straightforward as He said; 



((He has made it) straight), meaning straightforward, 



(to give warning of a severe punishment from Him,) meaning, to those who oppose His Prophet 
and disbelieve in His Book, He issues a warning of severe punishment hastened in this world 
and postponed to the world Hereafter. 



(from Him) means, from Allah. For none can punish as He punishes and none is stronger or more 
reliable than Him. 



(and to give good news to the believers,) means, those who believe in this Qur'an and confirm 
their faith by righteous actions. 



(that they shall have a fair reward.) means, a beautiful reward from Allah. 



(They shall abide therein) means, in what Allah rewardsthem with, and that is Paradise, where 
they will live forever. 



(forever.) means, for always, never ending or ceasing to be. 



(And to warn those who say, "Allah has begotten a child.") Ibn Ishaq said: "These are the pagan 
Arabs, who said, * We worship the angels who are the daughters of Allah."' 



(No knowledge have they of such a thing, ) meaning, this thing that they have fabricated and 
made up. 



(nor had their fathers.) meaning, their predecessors. 



(Mighty is the word) This highlights the seriousness and enormity of the lie they have made up. 
Allah says: 



(Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths.) meaning, it has no basis apart from what 
they say, and they have no evidence for it apart from their own lies and fabrications. Hence 
Allah says: 



(They utter nothing but a lie.) 



Reason why this Surah was revealed 



Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned the reason why this Surah was revealed. He said that an old 
man from among the people of Egypt who came to them some forty-odd years ago told him, 
from " Ikrimah that Ibn 'Abbas said: "The Quraysh sent An-Nadr bin Al-Harith and ' Uqbah bin 
Abi Mu" it to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah, and told them: 'Ask them (the rabbis) about 
Muhammad, and describe him to them, and tell them what he is saying. They are the people of 
the first Book, and they have more knowledge of the Prophets than we do.' So they set out and 
when they reached Al-Madinah, they asked the Jewish rabbis about the Messenger of Allah . 
They described him to them and told them some of what he had said. They said, " You are the 
people of the Tawrah and we have come to you so that you can tell us about this companion of 
ours.' They (the rabbis) said, 'Ask him about three things which we will tell you to ask, and if 
he answers them then he is a Prophet who has been sent (by Allah); if he does not, then he is 
saying things that are not true, in which case how you will deal with him will be up to you. Ask 
him about some young men in ancient times, what was their story For theirs is a strange and 
wondrous tale. Ask him about a man who travelled a great deal and reached the east and the 
west of the earth. What was his story And ask him about the Ruh (soul or spirit) -- what is it If 
he tells you about these things, then he is a Prophet, so follow him, but if he does not tell you, 
then he is a man who is making things up, so deal with him as you see fit.' So An-Nadr and 
' Uqbah left and came back to the Quraysh, and said: ' people of Quraysh, we have come to 
you with a decisive solution which will put an end to the problem between you and Muhammad. 
The Jewish rabbis told us to ask him about some matters,' and they told the Quraysh what they 
were. Then they came to the Messenger of Allah and said, '0 Muhammad, tell us,' and they 
asked him about the things they had been told to ask. The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(I will tell you tomorrow about what you have asked me.) but he did not say * If Allah wills.' So 
they went away, and the Messenger of Allah stayed for fifteen days without any revelation 
from Allah concerning that, and Jibril, peace be upon him, did not come to him either. The 
people of Makkah started to doubt him, and said, " Muhammad promised to tell usthe next day, 
and now fifteen days have gone by and he has not told us anything in response to the questions 
we asked.' The Messenger of Allah felt sad because of the delay in revelation, and was grieved 
by what the people of Makkah were saying about him. Then Jibril came to him from Allah with 
the Surah about the companions of Al-Kahf, which also contained a rebuke for feeling sad 
about the idolators. The Surah also told him about the things they had asked him about, the 
young men and the traveler. The question about the Ruh was answered in the Ayah; 



(And they ask you concerning the Ruh (the spirit); say: "The Ruh...") 17:85 



(6. Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps, because they believe not in 
this narration.) (7. Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment for it, in order 
that We may test which of them are best in deeds.) (8. And verily, We shall make all that is on 
it bare, dry soil.) 



Do not feel sorry because the Idolators do not believe Allah 

consoles His Messenger for his sorrow over the idolators because 

they would not believe and keep away from him. He also said: 



(So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.) 35:8 



(And grieve not over them.) 16:127 



(It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, that they do not become believers.) 
26:3 meaning, maybe you will destroy yourself with your grief over them. Allah says: 



(Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps, because they believe not in this 
narration.) meaning the Qur'an. 



(in grief) Allah is saying, 'do not destroy yourself with regret.' Qatadah said: "killing yourself 
with anger and grief over them." Mujahid said: "with anxiety." These are synonymous, so the 
meaning is: 'Do not feel sorry for them, just convey the Message of Allah to them. Whoever 
goes the right way, then he goes the right way only for the benefit of himself. And whoever 
goes astray, then he strays at his own loss, so do not destroy yourself in sorrow for them.' 

This World is the Place of Trial Then Allah tells us that He has made 

this world a temporary abode, adorned with transient beauty, and 

He made it a place of trial, not a place of settlement. So He says: 



(Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment for it, in order that We may test 
which of them are best in deeds.) Abu Maslamah narrated from Abu Nadrah from Abu Sa' id that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(This world is sweet and green, and Allah makes you generations succeeding one another, so He 
is watching what you will do. Beware of (the beguilements of) this world and beware of 
women, for the first affliction that Children of Israel suffered from was that of women.) Then 
Allah tells usthat this world will pass away and come to an end, as He says: 



(And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil.) means, 'after having adorned it, We 
will destroy it and make everything on it bare and dry, with no vegetation or any other 
benefit.' AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas that this means everything on it would be wiped 
out and destroyed. Mujahid said: "a dry and barren plain." Qatadah said, "A plain on which 
there are no trees or vegetation." 



(9. Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our signs) (10. 
When the young men fled for refuge to Al-Kahf. They said: "Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from 



Yourself, and facilitate for us our affair in the right way!") (11. Therefore, We covered up their 
hearing in Al-Kahf for a number of years.) (12. Then We raised them up, that We might test 
which of the two parties was best at calculating the time period they tarried.) 



The Story of the People of Al-Kahf Here Allah tells us about the 

story of the people of Al-Kahf in brief and general terms, then He 

explains it in more detail. He says: 



(Do you think) -- Muhammad 



(that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our signs) meaning, their case 
was not something amazing compared to Our power and ability, for the creation of the heavens 
and earth, the alternation of night and day and the subjugation of the sun, moon and heavenly 
bodies, and other mighty signs indicate the great power of Allah and show that He is able to do 
whatever He wills. He is not incapable of doing more amazing things than the story of the 
people of the Cave. Smilarly, Ibn Jurayj reported Mujahid saying about, 



(Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our signs) "Among 
Our signs are things that are more amazing than this." AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said: 



(Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our signs) "What I 
have given to you of knowledge, the Sunnah and the Book is far better than the story of the 
people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim." Muhammad bin Ishaq said: "(It means) I have not shown My 
creatures a proof more amazing than the story of the people of the Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim." i Al- 
Kahf refers to a cave in a mountain, which is where the young men sought refuge. With regard 
to the word Ar-Raqim, Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas that it is a valley near Aylah. This 
was also said in another narration by " Atiyah Ai-' Awfi and Qatadah. Ad-Dahhak said: "As for 
Al-Kahf, it is a cave in the valley, and Ar-Raqim is the name of the valley." Mujahid said, "Ar- 
Raqim refers to their buildings." Others said it refers to the valley in which their cave was. 



' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn " Abbas said about Ar-Raqim: "Ka' b used to say that it wasthe 
town." Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn " Abbas said, "Ar-Raqim is the mountain in which the cave 
was." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Ar-Raqim is a tablet of stone on which they wrote the story of the 
people of the Cave, then they placed it at the entrance to the Cave." 



((Remember) when the young men fled for refuge to Al-Kahf. They said: "Our Lord! Bestow on 
us mercy from Yourself, and facilitate for us our affair in the right way!") Here Allah tells us 
about those young men who fled from their people for the sake of their religion, fearing 
persecution. So- they fled taking refuge in the cave of a mountain, where they hid from their 
people. When they entered the cave, they asked Allah to show mercy and kindness towards 
them, 



(Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself,) meaning, 'give us Your mercy and conceal us 
from our people.' 



(and facilitate for us our affair in the right way.) means, direct our matter well, i.e., grant us a 
good end. As was reported in the Hadith: 



» 



« 



(Whatever You have decreed for us, make its consequences good). 



(Therefore, We covered up their hearing in the cave for a number of years.) meaning, 'We 
caused them to sleep when they entered the cave, and they slept for many years.' 



(Then We raised them up) from that slumber, and one of them went out with his Dirhams 
(silver coins) to buy them some food, as it will be discussed in more detail below. Allah says: 



(Then We raised them up, that We might test which of the two parties) meaning, the two 
parties who disputed about them, 



(was best at calculating the time period that they tarried.) It was said that this refers to how 
long they stayed in the cave. 



(13. We narrate unto you their story with truth: Truly, they were young men who believed in 
their Lord (Allah), and We increased them in guidance.) (14. And We made their hearts firm 
and strong when they stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, 
never shall we call upon any god other than Him; if we did, we should indeed have uttered an 
enormity in disbelief.) (15. These our people have taken for worship gods other than Him. Why 
do they not bring for them a clear authority And who does more wrong than he who invents a 
lie against Allah.) (16. (The young men said to one another:) "And when you withdraw from 
them, and that which they worship, except Allah, then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will 
open a way for you from His mercy and will make easy for you your affair.") 

Their Belief in Allah and their Retreat from their People 

From here Allah begins to explain the story in detail. He states that they were boys or young 
men, and that they were more accepting of the truth and more guided than the elders who had 



become stubbornly set in their ways and clung to the religion of falsehood. For the same 
reason, most of those who responded to Allah and His Messenger were young people. As for the 
elders of Quraysh, most of them kept to their religion and only a few of them became Muslims. 
So Allah tells us that the people of the cave were young men. Mujahid said, "I was informed 
that some of them wore some kind of earrings, then Allah guided them and inspired them to 
fear Him, so they recognized His Oneness, and bore witness that there is no god besides Him." 



(and We increased them in guidance.) From this and other similar Ayat, several scholars, such 
as Al-Bukhari and others, understood that faith may increase, that it may vary in degrees, and 
that it may fluctuate. Allah says: 



(and We increased them in guidance.) as He said elsewhere: 



(While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their guidance and bestows on them 
their Taqwa.) 47:17 



(As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they rejoice.) 9:124 



(...that they may grow more in faith along with their (present) faith.) 48:4 There are other 
Ayat indicating the same thing. It has been mentioned that they were followers of the religion 
of Al-Masih v Isa, " Isa bin Maryam, but Allah knows best. It seems that they lived before the 
time of Christianity altogether, because if they had been Christians, the Jewish rabbis would 
not have cared about preserving because of their differences. We have mentioned above the 
report from Ibn 'Abbas that the Quraysh sent a message to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah to 
ask them for things with which they could test the Messenger of Allah , and they told them to 
ask him about these young men, and about Dhul-Qarnayn (the man who traveled much) and 
about the Ruh. This indicates that this story was something recorded in the books of the People 
of the Book, and that it came before Christianity. And Allah knows best. 



(And We made their hearts firm and strong when they stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord 
of the heavens and the earth,) Here Allah is saying: ' We gave them the patience to go against 
their people and their city, and to leave behind the life of luxury and ease that they had been 
living.' Several of the earlier and later Tafsir scholars have mentioned that they were sons of 
the kings and leaders of Byzantium, and that they went out one day to one of the festivals of 
their people. They used to gather once a year outside the city, and they would worship idols 
and offer sacrifices to them. They had an arrogant, tyrannical king who was called Decianus, 
who commanded and encouraged the people to do that. When the people went out to attend 
this gathering, these young men went out with their fathers and their people, and when they 
saw their people's actions with clear insight, they realized that the prostrations and sacrifices 
the people were offering to their idols should only be dedicated to Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth. Each of them started to withdraw from his people and keep aloof from 
them. The first one of them to move away on his own went and sat in the shade of a tree, then 
another came and sat with him, then another came and sat with them, then four more 
followed suit one by one. None of them knew the others, but they were brought together by 
the One Who instilled faith in their hearts. As it says in the Hadith recorded by Al-Bukhari with 
an incomplete chain of narrators from ' Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her), the Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Souls are like recruited soldiers. Those that recognize one another will come together, and 
those that do not recognize one another will turn away from each another). Muslim also 
recorded this in his Sahih from the Hadith of Suhayl from his father from Abu Hurayrah from 
the Messenger of Allah . People say that similar qualities or characteristics are what bring 
people together. So each of the young men was trying to conceal what he really believed from 
the others, out of fear of them, not knowing that they were like him. Then one of them said, 
"0 people, you know by Allah that only one thing is making you leave your people and isolate 
yourselves from them, so let each one of you say what it is in his case." Another said, "As for 
me, by Allah I saw what my people are doing and I realized that it was false, and that the only 
One Who deserves to be worshipped Alone with out partner or associate is Allah Who created 
everything, the heavens, the earth and everything in between." Another said, "By Allah, the 
same thing happened to me." The others said the same, and they all agreed and became 
brothers in faith. They adopted a particular location as a place of worship and began 
worshipping Allah there, but their people found out about them and told their king about them. 
The king ordered them to appear before him, and asked them about their beliefs. They told 
him the truth and called him to Allah, as Allah says about them: 



(And We made their hearts firm and strong when they stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord 
of the heavens and the earth, never shall we call upon any god other than Him...") "Never" 
(Lan) implies an absolute and eternal negation, meaning, "this will never happen, and if we 
were to do that it would be false.' 3d Allah says about them: 



(...if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity in disbelief.) meaning, untruth and 
utter falsehood. 



(These, our people, have taken for worship gods other than Him (Allah). Why do they not bring 
for them a clear authority) meaning, why do they not produce some clear evidence and 
genuine proof for their behavior 



(And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah.) They said: ' but by saying 
that they are lying transgressors.' It was said that when they called their king to believe in 
Allah, he refused, and warned and threatened them. He commanded them to be stripped of 
their clothing bearing the adornments of their people, then he gave them some time to think 
about the situation, hoping that they would return to their former religion. This was a way that 
Allah showed kindness for them, because during that time they managed to escape from him 
and flee from persecution for the sake of their religion. This is what is prescribed in the 
SharT ah during times of trial and persecution -- a person who fears for his religion should flee 
from his persecutors, as was reported in the Hadith: 

» 



« 



(Soon there will come a time when the best wealth any of you can have will be sheep, which he 
can follow to the tops of the mountains and places where rain falls, (fleeing) for the sake of his 
religion from persecution. ) In such cases, it is allowed to seclude oneself from people, but this 
is not prescribed in any other case, because by such seclusion one loses the benefits of 
congregational and Friday prayers. These young men were determined to flee from their 
people, and Allah decreed that for them, as He says about them, 



(And when you withdraw from them, and that which they worship, except Allah,) meaning, 
when you depart from them and follow a different religion, opposing their worship of others 
besides Allah, then separate from them in a physical sense too, 



(then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will open a way for you from His mercy) meaning, He 
will bestow His mercy upon you, by which He will conceal you from your people. 



(and will make easy for you your affair.) means, He will give you what you need. So they left 
and fled to the cave where they sought refuge. Then their people noticed they were missing, 
and the king looked for them, and it was said when he could not find them that Allah 
concealed them from him so that he could not find any trace of them or any information about 
them, as Allah concealed His Prophet Muhammad and his Companion Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, 
when they sought refuge in the cave of Thawr. The Quraysh idolatorscame in pursuit, but they 
did not find him even though they passed right by him. When the Messenger of Allah noticed 
that As-Sddiq was anxious and said, "0 Messenger of Allah, if one of them looks down at the 
place of his feet, he will see us," he told him: 

« » 

(0 Abu Bakr, what do you think of two who have Allah astheir third) And Allah said: 



(If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out, the 
second of the two; when they were in the cave, he said to his companion: "Do not grieve, 
surely, Allah is with us." Then Allah sent down His tranquillity upon him, and strengthened him 
with forces which you saw not, and made the word of those who disbelieved the lower, while 
the Word of Allah became the higher; and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 9:40 -The story of this 
cave (Thawr) is far greater and more wondrous than that of the people of the Cave. 



(17. And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, declining to the right from their cave, and 
when it set, turning away from them to the left, while they lay in the midst of the cave. That 
is from the Ayat of Allah. He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom He 
sends astray, for him you will find no guardian to lead him.) 



The Location of the Cave This indicates that the entrance to the 

cave faced north, because Allah tells us that when the sun was 

rising, sunlight entered the cave 



(the right), meaning that the shade decreased towards the right, as Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr and Qatadah said: 



(declining) means leaning. Every time the sun rises on the horizon, its rays decline until there 
is nothing left in such a place when it reaches its zenith. So Allah said, 



(and when it set, turning away from them to the left,) meaning, it entered their cave from the 
left of its entrance, which means from the west. This proves what we say, and it is clear to 
anyone who thinks about the matter and has some knowledge of astronomy and the paths of 
the sun, moon and stars. If the entrance of the cave faced east, nothing would have entered it 
when the sun set, and if it faced the direction of the Qiblah (in this case, south), nothing would 
have entered it at the time of sunrise or sunset, and the shadows would have leaned neither to 
the right nor the left. If it had faced west, nothing would have entered it at the time of 
sunrise, until after the sun had passed its zenith, and would have stayed until sunset. This 
supports what we have said, and to Allah is the praise. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said 
that "turning away from them" means that it would shine on them and then leave them. Allah 
has told us this, and He wants us to understand it and ponder its meaning, but He did not tell 



us the location of this cave, i.e., in which country on earth it is, because there is no benefit for 
us in knowing that, and no legislative objective behind it. If there was any spiritual or religious 
interest that could be served by our knowing that, Allah and His Messenger would have taught 
us about it, as the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(I have not left anything that will bring you closer to Paradise and keep you further away from 
Hell but I have certainly taught you about it.) 3d Allah has told us about the features of the 
cave, but He did not tell us where it is, and He said, 



(And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, declining from their cave.) Malik narrated 
from Zayd bin Aslam, "Leaning." 



(the right, and when it set, turning away from them to the left, while they lay in the midst of 
the cave.) meaning, the sun entered the cave without touching them, because if it had 
touched them, it would have burnt their bodies and clothes. This wasthe view of Ibn x Abbas. 



(That is from the Ayat of Allah), how He guided them to this cave where He kept them alive, 
and the sun and wind entered the cave preserving their bodies. Allah says, 



(That is from the Ayat of Allah.) Then He says: 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided;) meaning that He is the One Who guided these 
young men to true guidance among their people, for the one whom Allah guides is truly guided, 
and the one whom Allah leaves astray will find no one to guide him. 



(18. And you would have thought them awake, whereas they were asleep. And We turned them 
on their right and on their left sides, and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the 
Wasid. Had you happened upon them, you would certainly have turned back from them in 
flight, and would certainly have been filled with awe of them.) 



Their Sleep in the Cave 

Some of the scholars mentioned that when Allah caused them to sleep, their eyelids did not 
close, lest disintegration took hold of them. If their eyes remained open to the air, this would 
be better for the sake of preservation. Allah says: 



(And you would have thought them awake, whereas they were asleep.) It was mentioned that 
when the wolf sleeps, it closes one eye and keeps one eye open, then it switches eyes while 
asleep. 



(And We turned them on their right and on their left sides,) Ibn " Abbas said: "If they did not 
turn over, the earth would have consumed them." 



(and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the Wasid) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr and Qatadah said: "The Wasid means the threshold." Ibn 'Abbas said: "By the door." It 
was said: "On the ground." The correct view is that it means on the threshold, i.e., at the door. 



(Verily, it shall be closed upon them) 104:8 Their dog lay down at the door, as is the habit of 
dogs. Ibn Jurayj said, "He was guarding the door for them." It was his nature and habit to lie 
down at their door as if guarding them. He was sitting outside the door, because the angels do 
not enter a house in which there is a dog, as was reported in As-Sahih, nor do they enter a 



house in which there is an image, a person in a state of ritual impurity or a disbeliever, as was 
narrated in the Hasan Hadith. The blessing they enjoyed extended to their dog, so the sleep 
that overtook them overtook him too. This is the benefit of accompanying good people, and so 
this dog attained fame and stature. It was said that he was the hunting dog of one of the 
people which is the more appropriate view, or that he was the dog of the king's cook, who 
shared their religious views, and brought hisdog with him. And Allah knows best. Allah says: 



(Had you happened upon them, you would certainly have turned back from them in flight, and 
would certainly have been filled with awe of them.) meaning that Allah made them appear 
dreadful, so that no one could look at them without being filled with terror, because of the 
frightening appearance they had been given. This was so that no one would come near them or 
touch them until the appointed time when their sleep would come to an end as Allah willed, 
because of the wisdom, clear proof and great mercy involved in that. 



(19. Likewise, We woke them that they might question one another. A speaker among them 
said: "How long have you stayed (here)" They said: "We have stayed a day or part of a day." 
They said: "Your Lord knows best how long you have stayed (here). So send one of you with this 
silver coin of yours to the town, and let him find out which is the Azka food, and bring some of 
that to you. And let him be careful and let no man know of you.") (20. "For, if they come to 
know of you, they will stone you or turn you back to their religion; and in that case you will 
never be successful.") 



(How long have you stayed (here)) meaning, ' how long have you slept' 



(They said: "We have stayed a day or part of a day.") because they entered the cave at the 
beginning of the day, and they woke up at the end of the day, which is why they then said, 



("...or a part of a day." They said: "Your Lord knows best how long you have stayed...") 
meaning, 'Allah knows best about your situation.' It seems that they were not sure about how 
long they had slept, and Allah knows best. Then they turned their attention to more pressing 
matters, like their need for food and drink, so they said: 



(So send one of you with this silver coin of yours) They had brought with them some Dirhams 
(silver coins) from their homes, to buy whatever they might need, and they had given some in 
charity and kept some, so they said: 



(So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the town,) meaning to their city, which 
they had left. The definite article indicatesthat they were referring to a known city. 



(and let him find out which is the Azkafood.) Azka means "purest", as Allah says elsewhere, 



(And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you, not one of you would ever 
have been pure Zaka from sins) 24:21 and 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself Tazakka shall achieve success.) 87:14 From the same 
root also comes the word Zakah, which makes one's wealth good and purifies it. 



(And let him be careful) meaning when he goes out buying food and coming back. They were 
telling him to conceal himself as much as he could, 



(and let no man know of you. For, if they come to know of you, they will stone you) means, 
they find out where you are,' 



(they will stone you or turn you back to their religion;) They were referring to the followers of 
Decianus, who they were afraid might find out where they were, and punish them with all kinds 
of torture until they made them go back to their former religion, or until they died, for if they 
agreed to go back to their (old) religion, they would never attain success in this world or the 
Hereafter. So they said: 



(and in that case you will never be successful.) 



(21. And thus We made their case known, that they might know that the promise of Allah is 
true, and that there can be no doubt about the Hour. (Remember) when they (the people) 
disputed among themselves about their case, they said: "Construct a building over them; their 
Lord knows best about them," (then) those who won their point said: "We verily, shall build a 
place of worship over them.") 



How the People of the City came to know about Them; building a 

Memorial over the Cave 



(And thus We made their case known,) means, ' We caused the people to find them. 



(that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, and that there can be no doubt about 
the Hour.) Several scholars of the Salaf mentioned that the people of that time were skeptical 
about the Resurrection. ' Ikrimah said: "There was a group of them who said that the souls 
would be resurrected but not the bodies, so Allah resurrected the people of the Cave as a sign 
and proof of resurrection." They mentioned that when they wanted to send one of their 
members out to the city to buy them something to eat, he disguised himself and set out 
walking by a different route, until he reached the city, which they said was called Daqsus. He 
thought that it was not long since he left it, but in fact century after century, generation after 
generation, nation after nation had passed, and the country and its people had changed. He 
saw no local landmarksthat he recognized, and he did not recognize any of the people, elite or 
commoners. He began to feel confused and said to himself, "Maybe I am crazy or deluded, 
maybe I am dreaming." Then he said, "By Allah, I am nothing of the sort, what I know I saw last 
night was different from this." Then he said, "I had better get out of here." Then he went to 
one of the men selling food, gave him the money he had and asked him to sell him some food. 
When the man saw the money he did not recognize it or its imprint, so he passed it to his 
neighbor and they all began to pass it around, saying, "Maybe this man found some treasure." 
They asked him who he was and where he got this money. Had he found a treasure Who was he 
He said, "I am from this land, I was living here yesterday and Decianus was the ruler." They 
accused him of being crazy and took him to the governor who questioned him about his 
circumstances, and he told him. He was confused about his situation. When he told them about 
it, they -- the king and the people of the city -- went with him to the cave, where he told 
them, "Let me go in first and let my companions know." It was said that the people did not 
know how he entered it, and that the people did not know about their story. It was also said 
that they did enter the cave and see them, and the king greeted them and embraced them. 
Apparently he was a Muslim, and his name was Tedosis. They rejoiced at meeting him and 
spoke with him, then they bid farewell to him and went back to sleep, then Allah caused them 
to die. And Allah knows best. A 



(And thus We made their case known,) meaning, 'just as We caused them to sleep then woke 
them up physically intact, We made their story known to the people of that time.' 



(that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, and that there can be no doubt about 
the Hour. (Remember) when they (the people) disputed among themselves about their case, ) 
meaning, about Resurrection. Some believed in it and some denied it, so Allah made their 
discovery of the people of the cave evidence either in their favor or against them. 



(they said: "Construct a building over them; their Lord knows best about them,") meaning, seal 
the door of their cave over them, and leave them as they are. 



(those who won their point said: "We verily, shall build a place of worship over them.") Those 
who said this were the people of power and influence, but were they good people or not There 
is some debate on this point, because the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Allah has cursed the Jews and the Christians who took the graves of their Prophets and 
righteous people as places of worship) Warning against what they did. We have reported about 
the Commander of the faithful * Umar bin Al-Khattab that when he found the grave of Danyal 
(Daniel) in Iraq during his period of rule, he gave orders that news of this grave should be 
withheld from the people, and that the inscription containing mention of battles etc., that 
they found there should be buried. 



(22. They say they were three, the dog being the fourth among them; and they say they were 
five, the dog being the sixth, guessing at the unseen; and they say they were seven, and the 
dog being the eighth. Say: "My Lord knows best their number; none knows them but a few." So 
debate not except with the clear proof. And consult not any of them (about the people of the 
Cave).) 



Their Number 

Allah tells us that people disputed over the number of the people of the Cave. The Ayah 
mentions three views, proving that there was no fourth suggestion. Allah indicates that the 
first two opinions are invalid, by saying, 



(guessing at the unseen), meaning that they spoke without knowledge, like a person who aims 
at an unknown target -- he is hardly likely to hit it, and if he does, it was not on purpose. Then 
Allah mentionsthe third opinion, and does not comment on it, or He affirms it by saying, 



(and the dog being the eighth.) indicating that this iscorrect and this iswhat happened. 



(Say: "My Lord knows best their number...") indicating that the best thing to do in matters like 
this is to refer knowledge to Allah, because there is no need to indulge in discussing such 
matters without knowledge. If we are given knowledge of a matter, then we may talk about it, 
otherwise we should refrain. 



(none knows them but a few.) of mankind. Qatadah said that Ibn 'Abbas said: "I am one of the 
few mentioned in this Ayah; they were seven. " Ibn Jurayj also narrated that ' Ata' Al-Khurasani 
narrated from him, "I am one of those referred to in this Ayah," and he would say: "Their 
number was seven." Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: 



(none knows them but a few.) "I am one of the few, and they were seven." The chains of these 
reports narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, which say that they were seven, are Sahih, and this is in 
accordance with what we have stated above. 



(So debate not except with the clear proof.) meaning, gently and politely, for there is not a 
great deal to be gained from knowing about that. 



(And consult not any of them (about the people of the Cave).) meaning, 'They do not have any 
knowledge about it except what they make up, guessing at the unseen; they have no evidence 
from an infallible source. But Allah has sent you, Muhammad, with the truth in which there is 
no doubt or confusion, which is to be given priority over all previous books and sayings.' 



(23. And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such thing tomorrow.") (24. Except (with 
the saying), "If Allah wills!" And remember your Lord when you forget and say: "It may be that 
my Lord guides me to a nearer way of truth than this.") 



Saying 'If Allah wills" when determining to do Something in the 

Future 

Here Allah, may He be glorified, shows His Messenger the correct etiquette when determining 
to do something in the future; this should always be referred to the will of Allah, the Knower of 
the Unseen, Who knows what was and what is yet to be and what is not to be, and how it will 
be if it isto be. It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



« » 

(Sulayman bin Dawud (peace be upon them both) said: "Tonight I will go around to seventy 
women according to some reports, it was ninety or one hundred women so that each one of 
them will give birth to a son who will fight for the sake of Allah." It was said to him, according 
to one report, the angel said to him "Say: 'If Allah wills'", but he did not say it. He went 
around to the women but none of them gave birth except for one who gave birth to a half- 
formed child.) The Messenger of Allah said, (By the One in Whose hand is my soul, had he said, 
"If Allah wills," he would not have broken his oath, and that would have helped him to attain 
what he wanted. ) According to another report, (They would all have fought as horsemen in the 
cause of Allah.) At the beginning of this Surah we discussed the reason why this Ayah was 
revealed: when the Prophet was asked about the story of the people of the Cave, he said, "I 
will tell you tomorrow." Then the revelation was delayed for fifteen days. Since we discussed 
this at length at the beginning of the Surah, there is no need to repeat it here. 



(And remember your Lord when you forget) It was said that this means, if you forget to say "If 
Allah wills", then say it when you remember. This was the view of Abu AI-" Aliyah and Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri. Hushaym reported from Al-A' mash from Mujahid that concerning a man who swears an 
oath, Ibn * Abbas said "He may say ' If Allah wills' even if it is a year later." Ibn ' Abbas used to 
interpret this Ayah: 



(And remember your Lord when you forget) in this way. Al-A'mash was asked, "Did you hear 
this from Mujahid" He said, "Layth bin Abi Salim told it to me." The meaning of Ibn 'Abbas' 
view, that a person may say "If Allah wills", even if it is a year later, is that if he forgets to say 
it when he makes the oath or when he speaks, and he remembers it later, even a year later, 
the Sunnah is that he should say it, so that he will still be following the Sunnah of saying "If 



Allah wills", even if that is after breaking his oath. This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, but he 
stated that this does not make up for breaking the oath or mean that one is no longer obliged 
to offer expiation. What Ibn Jarir said is correct, and it is more appropriate to understand the 
words of Ibn Abbas in this way. And Allah knows best. 



(And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such thing tomorrow." Except (with the saying), 
"If Allah wills!" And remember your Lord when you forget) At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas said that this meant saying, "If Allah wills." 



(and say: "It may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer way of truth than this.") meaning, ' if 
you (0 Prophet) are asked about something you know nothing about, ask Allah about it, and 
turn to Him so that He may guide you to what is right.' And Allah knows best. 



(25. And they stayed in their cave three hundred years, adding nine.) (26. Say: "Allah knows 
best how long they stayed. With Him is the unseen of the heavens and the earth." How clearly 
He sees, and hears (everything)! They have no protector other than Him, and He makes none to 
share in His decision and His rule.) 



The Length of their Stay in the Cave 

Here Allah tells His Messenger the length of time the people of the Cave spent in their cave, 
from the time when He caused them to sleep until the time when He resurrected them and 
caused the people of that era to find them. The length of time was three hundred plus nine 
years in lunar years, which is three hundred years in solar years. The difference between one 
hundred lunar years and one hundred solar years is three years, which is why after mentioning 
three hundred, Allah says, " adding nine.' 



(Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed...") ' If you are asked about how long they stayed, 
and you have no knowledge of that and no revelation from Allah about it, then do not say 
anything. Rather say something like this: 



(Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him is (the knowledge of) the Unseen of the 
heavens and the earth.)" meaning, no one knows about that except Him, and whoever among 
His creatures He chooses to tell. What we have said here is the view of more than one of the 
scholars of Tafsir, such as Mujahid and others among the earlier and later generations. 



(And they stayed in their cave three hundred years,) Qatadah said, this was the view of the 
People of the Book, and Allah refuted it by saying: 



(Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed...") meaning, that Allah knows better than what 
the people say. This was also the view of Mutarraf bin " Abdullah. However, this view is open to 
debate, because when the People of the Book said that they stayed in the cave for three 
hundred years, without the extra nine, they were referring to solar years, and if Allah was 
merely narrating what they had said, He would not have said, 



(adding nine.) The apparent meaning of the Ayah is that Allah is stating the facts, not narrating 
what was said. This is the view of Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him). And Allah knows 
best. 



(How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)!) He sees them and hears them. Ibn Jarir said, 
"The language used is an eloquent expression of praise." The phrase may be understood to 
mean, how much Allah sees of everything that exists and how much He hears of everything that 
is to be heard, for nothing is hidden from Him! It was narrated that Qatadah commented on 
this Ayah: 



(How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)!) "No one hears or sees more than Allah." 



(They have no protector other than Him, and He makes none to share in His decision and His 
rule.) meaning, He, may He be glorified, is the One Who has the power to create and to 
command, the One Whose ruling cannot be overturned; He has no adviser, supporter or 
partner, may He be exalted and hallowed. 



(27. And recite what has been revealed to you (0 Muhammad) of your Lord's Book. None can 
change His Words, and none will you find as refuge other than Him.) (28. And keep yourself (O 
Muhammad) patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and afternoon, seeking His 
Face; and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the 
world; and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance, and who 
follows his own lusts, and whose affair has been lost.) 



The Command to recite the Qur'an and to patiently keep Company 

with the Believers 

Commanding His Messenger to recite His Holy Book and convey it to mankind, Allah says, 



(None can change His Words,) meaning, no one can alter them, distort them or misinterpret 
them. 



(and none will you find as a refuge other than Him.) It was reported that Mujahid said, "A 
shelter," and that Qatadah said, "A helper or supporter." Ibn Jarir said: "Allah is saying, ' if you 
Muhammad, do not recite what is revealed to you of the Book of your Lord, then you will 
have no refuge from Allah."' As Allah says: 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if 
you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from 
mankind.) 5:67 



(Verily, He Who has given you the Qur'an, will surely bring you back to the place of return.) 
28:85 meaning, ' He will call you to account for the duty of conveying the Message which He 
entrusted you with. ' 



(And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and afternoon, seeking 
His Face;) meaning, sit with those who remember Allah, who say "La llaha lllallah", who praise 
Him, glorify Him, declare His greatness and call on Him, morning and evening, all the servants 
of Allah, whether rich or poor, strong or weak. It was said that this was revealed about the 
nobles of Quraysh when they asked the Prophet to sit with them on his own, and not to bring 
his weak Companions with him, such as Bilal, x Ammar, Suhayb, Khabbab and Ibn Mas' ud. They 
wanted him to sit with them on his own, but Allah forbade him from doing that, and said, 



(And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and afternoon.) Allah commanded 
him to patiently content himself with sitting with those people (the weak believers), and said: 



(And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and afternoon...) Imam 
Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Sa d bin Abi Waqqas who said: "There was a group of six of us 
with the Prophet . The idolators said, 'Tell these people to leave so they will not offend us.' 
There was myself, Ibn Mas' ud, a man from Hudayl, Bilal and two other men whose names I 
have forgotten. Allah's Messenger thought to himself about whatever Allah willed he should 
think about, then Allah revealed: 



(And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and afternoon.) Only Muslim reported 
this; excluding Al-Bukhari. 



(and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the world;) 
Ibn ' Abbas said, ' (this means) do not favor others over them, meaning do not seek the people 
of nobility and wealth instead of them.' 



(and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance) means, those 
who are distracted by this world from being committed to the religion and from worshipping 
their Lord. 



(and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.) means, his actions and deeds are a foolish waste of 
time. Do not obey him or admire his way or envy what he has. As Allah says elsewhere: 



(And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to various 
groups of them, the splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them thereby. But the 
provision of your Lord is better and more lasting.) 20:131 



(29. And say: "The truth is from your Lord." Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and 
whosoever wills, let him disbelieve. Verily, We have prepared for the wrongdoers, a Fire whose 
walls will be surrounding them. And if they ask for drink, they will be granted water like Al- 
Muhl, that will scald their faces. Terrible isthe drink, and an evil Murtafaq!) 



The Truth is from Allah, and the Punishment of Those Who do not 

believe in it 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad : "Say to the people, ' What I have brought to you from 
your Lord isthe truth, in which there is no confusion or doubt.'" 



(Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.) This is a type 
of threat and stern warning, after which Allah says, 



(Verily, We have prepared), meaning made ready, 



(for the wrongdoers,) meaning those who disbelieve in Allah, His Messenger and His Book, 



(a Fire whose walls will be surrounding them.) Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(a Fire whose walls will be surrounding them.) "A wall of fire. 



(And if they ask for drink, they will be granted water like Al-Muhl, that will scald their faces.) 
Ibn ' Abbas said; "Al-Muhl isthick water which is similar to the sediment in oil." Mujahid said, "It 
is like blood and pus." * Ikrimah said, "It is the thing that is heated to the ultimate 
temperature." Others said: "It is everything that is melted." Qatadah said, "Ibn Mas' ud melted 
some gold in a grove, and when it became liquid and foam rose to the top, he said, this is the 
thing that is most like Al-Muhl." Ad-Dahhak said: "The water of Hell is black, and it itself is 
black and its people are black." There is nothing contradictory in these comments, for Al-Muhl 
includes all of these unpleasant characteristics, it is black, evil-smelling, thick and hot, as 
Allah said, 



( it will scald their faces.) meaning because of its heat. When the disbeliever wantsto drink it 
and brings it close to his face, it will scald it so that the skin of his face falls off into it. Sa' id 
bin Jubayr said, "When the people of Hell get hungry, they will ask for relief from it, and they 
will be given the tree of Zaqqum from which they will eat. The tree will tear off the skin of 
their faces, and if anyone who knew them were to pass by, he would recognize the skin of their 
faces in the tree. Then they will feel thirsty, so they will ask for drink, and they will be granted 
water like Al-Muhl, that is what has been heated to the ultimate temperature. When it is 
brought near their mouths, the flesh of their faces from which the skin has been torn off will 
be baked." After describing this drink in these horrifying qualities, Allah says: 



(Terrible is the drink,) meaning, how awful this drink is. Similarly, He says in another Ayah: 



(and be given to drink boiling water so that it cuts up their bowels.) 47:15 



(They will be given to drink from a boiling spring.) 88:5 



(They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce boiling water.) 55:44 



(and an evil Murtafaq!) means, how evil a place is the Fire to dwell and rest and gather. As 
Allah says elsewhere: 



(Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place to rest in.) 25:66 



(30. Verily, as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, certainly We shall not make the 
reward of anyone to be lost who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner.) (31. 
These! For them will be Jannatu * Adn; wherein rivers flow beneath them; therein they will be 
adorned with bracelets of gold, and they will wear green garments of Sundus and Istabraq. 
They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara'ik. How good is the reward, and what an excellent 
Murtafaq!) 



The Reward of those Who believe and do Righteous Deeds 

When Allah mentions the state of those who are doomed, He follows that by mentioning the 
blessed who believed in Allah and believed what His Messengers brought, those who did the 
righteous deeds that they commanded them to do. They will have Jannatu " Adn. ' Adn means 
lasting. 



(wherein rivers flow beneath them,) means, from beneath its rooms and dwellings. Fif awn 
said: 



(and these rivers flowing beneath me...) 43:51 



(they will be adorned) means, with jewelry. 



(with bracelets of gold,) Allah says elsewhere: 



(and pearls and their garments therein will be of silk) 22:23 . This is explained in more detail 
here, where Allah says: 



(and they will wear green garments of Sundus and Istabraq.) Sundus refers to a fine garment, 
like a shirt and the like, and Istabraq isthick and shiny velvet. 



(They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara'ik.) The word Muttaki'in implies lying down, or it was 
said that it means sitting with one's legs crossed, which is closer to the meaning here. In a 
Sahih Hadith, the Prophet said: 



« » 



(As for me, I do not eat sitting with legs crossed (Muttaki'an)). Ara'ik is the plural of Arikah, 
which is a bed under a canopy. And Allah knows best. 



(How good is the reward, and what an excellent place of rest (Murtafaq)!) means, how blessed 
is Paradise as a reward for their good deeds. And what an excellent Murtafaq means, and how 
good a place to dwell and rest and stay. Previously, Allah had said of Hell, 



(Terrible is the drink, and an evil place of rest (Murtafaq)!) 18:29 . In a similar way, He 
contrasts the two (Paradise and Hell) in Surat Al-Furqan, where He says: 



(Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.) 25:66 . Then He mentions the 
qualities of the believers, then says: 



(Those will be rewarded with the highest place because of their patience. Therein they shall be 
met with greetings and the word of peace and respect. Abiding therein excellent it is as an 
abode, and as a place to rest in.) 25:75-76 



(32. And put forward to them the example of two men: unto one of them We had given two 
gardens of grapes, and We had surrounded both with date palms; and had put between them 
green crops (cultivated fields).) (33. Each of those two gardens brought forth its produce, and 
failed not in the least therein, and We caused a river to gush forth in the midst of both.) (34. 
And he had Thamar, and he said to his companion in the course of discussion: "I am greater 
than you in wealth and have a mightier entourage.") (35. And he went into his garden while 
having been unjust to himself. He said: "I do not think that this will ever perish.") (36. "And I do 
not think the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I surely, shall 
find better than thiswhen I return to Him.") 



The Example of the Rich Idolaters and the Poor Muslims 

After mentioning the idolators who were too arrogant to sit with the poor and weak among 
Muslims, showing off before them with their wealth and noble lineage, Allah then gives a 
parable for them of two men, one of whom Allah gave two gardens of grapes, surrounded with 
palm trees and cultivated with crops throughout. All of the trees and plants were abundantly 
fruitful, providing readily accessible, good quality produce. Allah says: 



(Each of those two gardens brought forth its produce,) meaning, produced its fruits, 



(and failed not in the least therein,) meaning, nothing at all was diminishing. 



(and We caused a river to gush forth in the midst of both.) means, rivers were flowing through 
them here and there. 



(And he had Thamar,) It was said that what was meant here was wealth, and it was said that 
what was meant were fruits, which is the more apparent meaning here. This is also supported 
by the alternative recitation, Thumr, which is the plural of Thamrah (fruit) just as Khushb is 
the plural of Khashab (wood). Others recite it as Thamar. 



(and he said) the owner of the two gardens 



(to his companion in the course of discussion) means, while he was disputing with him and 
boasting to him and showing off, 



(I am greater than you in wealth and have a mightier entourage.) meaning, x l have more 
servants, attendants and children.' Qatadah said, "This, by Allah, is the wish of the immoral to 
have a lot of wealth and a large entourage. R 



(And he went into his garden having been unjust to himself.) meaning, in his disbelief, 
rebellion, arrogance and denial of the Hereafter. 



(He said: "I do not think this will ever perish.") Thus he was allowing himself to be deceived 
because of the plants, fruits and treesthat he saw, and the riversflowing through the different 
parts of his gardens. He thought that it could never come to an end or cease or be destroyed. 
This was because of his lack of understanding and the weakness of his faith in Allah, and 
because he was enamored with this world and its adornments, and because he disbelieved in 
the Hereafter. So he said: 



("And I do not think the Hour will ever come...") meaning, will ever happen 



(and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I surely shall find better than this when I return to 
Him.) meaning, ' if there is a Hereafter and a return to Allah, then I will have a better share 
than thiswith my Lord, for if it were not that I am dear to Him, He would not have given me all 
this.' As Allah says elsewhere: 



(But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for me the best with Him.) 41:50 



(Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said: "I shall certainly be given wealth and 
children if I will be alive again).") 19:77 He took it for granted that Allah would give him this, 
without any sound evidence for that. The reason why this Ayah was revea- led was because of 
Al-' As bin Wa'il, as we will explain in the appropriate place, if Allah wills. In Allah we put our 
trust. 



(37. His companion said to him during his discussion: "Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you 
out of dust, then out of Nutfah, then fashioned you into a man") (38. "But as for my part, (I 
believe) that He is Allah, my Lord, and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord.") (39. "It 
was better for you to say, when you entered your garden: 'That which Allah wills! There is no 
power but with Allah!' If you see me less than you in wealth, and children,") (40. "It may be 
that my Lord will give me something better than your garden, and will send on it Husban from 
the sky, then it will be as a barren slippery earth.") (41. "Or the water thereof becomes 
Ghawran so that you will never be able to seek it.") 



The Response of the Poor Believer 

Allah tells us how the rich man's believing companion replied to him, warning and rebuking him 
for his disbelief in Allah and allowing himself to be deceived. 



(Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust...) This is a denunciation, pointing out 
the seriousness of his rejection of his Lord Who created and formed man out of dust -- that is, 
refering to Adam -- then made his offspring from despised liquid, as Allah says: 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life) 2:28 
meaning, how can you reject your Lord and His clear signs to you, which every one recognizes 
in himself, for there is no one among His creatures who does not know that he was nothing, 
then he came to be, and his existence is not due to himself or any other creature. He knows 
that his existence is due to his Creator, beside Whom there is no other god, the Creator of all 
things. So the believer said: 



(But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord,) meaning, ' I do not say what you say; 
rather I acknowledge the Oneness and Lordship of Allah,' 



(and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord. ) meaning, He is Allah, the One Who is to 
be worshipped Alone, with no partner or associate. Then he said: 



(It was better for you to say, when you entered your garden, 'That which Allah wills! There is 
no power but with Allah!' If you see me less than you in wealth, and children.) Here he was 
urging and encouraging him to say that, as if he was saying, "When you entered your garden 
and looked at it and liked it, why would'nt you praise Allah for the blessings He gave you and 
the wealth and children that He has given to you and not to others Why did you not say 'That 
which Allah wills! There is no power but with Allah!"' One of the Salaf said, "Whoever is 
delighted with something in his circumstances or his wealth or his children, let him say, "That 
which Allah wills! There is no power but with Allah!'" This is based on this Ayah. It was reported 
in the Sahih from Abu Musa that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Shall I not tell you about some of the treasure of Paradise La hawla wa la quwwata ilia billah 
(There is no power or might but with Allah).) 



(It may be that my Lord will give me something better than your garden, ) in the Hereafter 



(and will send on it) on your garden in this world, which you think will never come to an end or 
cease to be, 



(Husban from the sky,) Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said -- and Malik narrated that Az- 
Zuhri said -- a punishment from heaven. The apparent meaning is that it is a mighty rain which 
would disrupt his garden and uproot its plants and trees. As he said: 



(then it will be as a barren slippery earth.) meaning, smooth mud in which one cannot get a 
foothold. Ibn " Abbas said, "Like land without vegetation, where nothing grows." 



(Or the water thereof becomes Ghawran) means, it disappears into the earth, which is the 
opposite of flowing water that seeks the surface of the earth. So Gha'ir is to go lower, as Allah 
says: 



(Say: "Tell me! If your water were Ghawran, who then can supply you with flowing water") 67: 
30 meaning, water that flows in all directions. And here Allah says: 



(Or the water thereof (of the gardens) becomes deep-sunken (underground) so that you will 
never be able to seek it.) Ghawr is from the same root as Gha'ir and has a similar meaning, but 
is more intensive. 



(42. 3d his fruits were encircled (with ruin). And began Yuqallibu his hands over what he had 
spent upon it, while it was all destroyed on its trellises, and he could only say: "Would that I 
had ascribed no partners to my Lord!") (43. And he had no group of men to help him against 
Allah, nor could he defend (or save) himself.) (44. There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al- 
Walayah will be for Allah (Alone), the True God. He (Allah) is the best for reward and the best 
for the final end.) 



The Evil Results of Kufr 

Allah says: 



(So his fruits were encircled), meaning his wealth, or according to the other opinion, his crops. 
What is meant is that what this disbeliever was afraid of and what the believer had terrified 
him actually had happened. A storm struck his garden, a garden which he had erroneously 
thought would last forever, distracting him from thoughts of Allah, may He be glorified. 



(And he began Yuqallibu his hands over what he had spent upon it,) Qatadah said: "He was 
clasping his hands together in a gesture of regret and grief for the wealth he had lost." 



(and he could only say: "Would that I had ascribed no partners to my Lord!" And he had no 
group of men) meaning a clan or children, as he had vainly boasted, 



(to help him against Allah, nor could he defend himself. There, Al-Walayah will be for Allah, 
the True God.) Here there are differences in recitation. Same of the reciters pause at the word 
there, 



(nor could he defend himself there. ), i.e., at that time, when Allah sends the punishment 
upon him, there will be no one to save him. Then they start the next phrase with Al-Walayah; 



(Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God.) Some of them pause at the phrase 



(nor could he defend himself) and start the next phrase; 



(There, Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God.) There is a further difference in the 
recitation of the word Al-Walayah. Some read it as Al-Walayah, which gives the meaning that 
all allegiance will be to Allah, i.e., on that Day everyone, believer or disbeliever, will return to 
Allah, for allegiance and submission to Him when the punishment comes to pass. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that 
we used to associate with Him as partners.") 40:84 and Allah says concerning the Fir' awn; 



(Till when drowning overtook him, he said: "I believe that none has the right to be worshipped 
but He in Whom the Children of Israel believe, and I am one of the Muslims." Now! While you 



refused to believe before and you were one of the mischief-makers.) 10:90-91 Some others 
read it as Al-Wilayah, meaning that on that Day the rule will belong to Allah, the True God. 
Some read Haqqu (True) refering to Al-Wilayah, as in the Ayah; 



(The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), belonging to the Most Gracious 
(Allah), and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers) 25:26 . Others it read Haqqi referring to 
Allah, may He be glorified, as in the Ayah: 



(Then they are returned to Allah, their True Protector.) 6:62 So Allah says: 



(He (Allah) is the best to reward and the best for the final end.) for deeds that were done for 
the sake of Allah, their reward is good and their consequences are all good. 



(45. And mention the parable of the worldly life: it is like the water which We send down from 
the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes fresh and green. But 
(later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And Allah is able to do 
everything.) (46. Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this world. But the good 
righteous deeds that last, are better with your Lord for reward and better for hope.) 



The Parable of the Worldly Life 



Allah says: 



(And mention) Muhammad, to the people, 



(the parable of the worldly life), its transient nature and how it will eventually cease and come 
to an end. 



(it is like the water which We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles 
with it,) It mingles with the seeds that are in the earth, so they grow and become good, 
producing bright, fresh flowers, then after that, 



(it becomes dry and broken pieces,) withered up, 



(which the winds scatter.) tossing them about right and left. 



(And Allah is able to do everything) He has the power to do this and that. In the Qur'an Allah 
often gives parables like this of the life of this world, as He says in Surah Yunus, 



(The parable of the worldly life is but that of water which We send down from the sky so by it 
arises the intermingled produce of the earth of which men and cattle eat. ..) 10:24 and in 
Surat Az-Zumar: 



s(See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and causes it to penetrate the earth, 
then out from it comes crops of different colors.) 39:21 and in Surat Al-Hadid: 



(Know that the life of thisworld isonly play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among 
you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and children. (It is) like the parable of vegetation after 
rain, thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller...) 57:20 and in the Sahih Hadith: 

« » 

(Thisworld is sweet and green.) 

Between Wealth and Good Deeds 



(Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of thisworld.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women, children, vaulted hoards of 
gold...) 3:14 . Allah says: 



(Your wealth and your children are only a trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great reward 
(Paradise).) 64:15 turning towards Allah and worshipping Him is better for you than keeping 
busy with them, and accumulating wealth for them and going to extremes in feeling pity and 
compassion for them. Allah says: 



(But the good righteous deeds that last, are better with your Lord for reward and better for 
hope.) Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr and others among the Salaf said that the good righteous 
deeds that last are the five daily prayers. 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah and Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated 
from Ibn 'Abbas, "The good righteous deeds that last are ' Subhan Allah (glory be to Allah)', 
' Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah (praise be to Allah)', " La ilaha illallah (there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah)', and " Allahu Akbar (Allah is Most Great).'" The Commander of the faithful, ' Uthman bin 
'Affan was questioned, "Which are the good righteous deeds that last" He replied, "They are: 
" La ilaha illallah, Subhan Allah, Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah, Allahu Akbar and La hawla wa la quwwata ilia 
billah hil-' Aliyil-' Azim (there is no strength and no power except with Allah the Exalted, the 
Almighty)."' This was recorded by Imam Ahmad. Imam Ahmad also recorded from a freed slave 
of the Messenger of Allah that he said: 

: » 



« 

(Well done! Well done for five things! (How heavy they will weigh in the balance! "La ilaha 
illallah, Allahu Akbar, Subhan Allah, and Al-Hamdu Lillah," and a righteous son who dies and his 
parents seek the reward of Allah.) And he said: (Well done! Well done for five things! Whoever 
meets Allah believing in them, he will enter Paradise; if he believes in Allah, the Last Day, 
Paradise and Hell, resurrection after death, and the Reckoning). 



(the good righteous deeds that last, ) ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "This is 
the celebration of the remembrance of Allah, saying 'La ilaha illallah, Allahu Akbar, Subhan 
Allah, Al-Hamdu Li 1 1 ah, Tabarak Allah, La hawla wa la quwwata ilia billah, Ast aghf irallah, 
Sallallahu ' ala Rasul-Allah', and fasting, prayer, Hajj, Sadaqah (charity), freeing slaves, Jihad, 
maintaining ties of kinship, and all other good deeds. These are the righteous good deeds that 
last, which will remain in Paradise for those who do them for as long as heaven and earth 
remain." AI-* Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas: "They are good words." * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam said, "They are all righteous deeds." This was also the view chosen by Ibn Jarir, may 
Allah have mercy on him. 

ft 



(47. And (remember) the Day We shall cause the mountains to pass away, and you will see the 
earth as a levelled plain, and We shall gather them so that We will leave not one of them 
behind. ) (48. And they will be set before your Lord, aligned. (He will say:) "Now indeed, you 
have come to Us as We created you the first time. Nay, but you thought that We had appointed 
no meeting for you (with Us).") (49. And the Book will be produced, and you will see the 
criminals, fearful of that which is therein. They will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is this 
that leaves neither a small thing nor a large thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they 
will find all that they did, present, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.) 



The Major Terrors of the Hour 

Allah tells us of the terrors of the Day of Resurrection, and the awesome things that will come 
to pass, as He says elsewhere: 



(On the Day when the heaven will shake with a dreadful shaking, And the mountains pass 
moving away.) 52:9-10 meaning, they will move from their places and will vanish. As Allah 
says: 



(And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but they shall pass away as the passing 
away of the clouds.) 27:88 



(And the mountains will be like carded wool.) 101:5 



(And they ask you about the mountains, say: "My Lord will pulverize them scattering their 
dust . To leave them as a barren plain. You will not see in it crookness or curve.) 20:105-107 
Allah tells us that He will cause the mountains to vanish and be levelled, and the earth will be 
left as a smooth plain, a level surface with nothing crooked or curved therein, no valleys or 
mountains. 3d Allah says: 



(and you will see the earth as a levelled plain, ) meaning clear and open, with no features that 
anyone may recognize and nothing for anyone to hide behind. All creatures will be visible to 
their Lord, and not one of them will be hidden from Him. Mujahid and Qatadah said, 



(and you will see the earth as a levelled plain,) "No one will be hidden or absent." Qatadah 
said, "There will be no buildings and no trees." 



(and we shall gather them, so that We will not leave one of them behind.) means, " We shall 
gather them all, the first of them and the last of them, and We shall not leave anyone behind, 
young or old.' As Allah says: 



(Say: "(yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered together 
for an appointed meeting of a known Day.) 56:49,50 



(That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, and that is a Day when all will be 
present) 11:103 . 



(And they will be set before your Lord, aligned.) This may mean that all of creation will stand 
before Allah in one row, as Allah says: 



(The Day that Ar-Ruh (Jibril) and the angels will stand aligned, they will not speak except him 
whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows, and he will speak what is right) 78:38 ; or it may mean 
that they will stand in rows, as All ah says: 



(And your Lord comes with the angels in rows.) 89:22 



(Now indeed, you have come to Us as We created you the first time.) This is a rebuke to those 
who denied the Hereafter, a reprimand before all creation. This is why Allah says to them: 



(Nay, but you thought that We had appointed no meeting for you (with Us).), meaning, you did 
not think that this would happen to you or that it would come to pass. 



(And the Book will be produced,) the Book of deeds, which contains a record of everything, 
major or minor, significant or insignificant, great or small. 



(and you will see the criminals, fearful of that which is therein.) of their evil deeds and 
reprehensible actions. 



(They will say, "Woe to us!") expressing words of regret for having wasted their lives. 



(What sort of Book isthisthat leaves neither a small thing nor a large thing, but has recorded it 
with numbers!) it has left no sin, major or minor, and no action, no matter how small, but it 
has recorded it with the utmost precision and accuracy. 



(And they will find all that they did, present,) everything, both good and evil, as Allah says, 



(On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has done) 3:30 . Allah 
says: 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind.) 75:13 
And Allah says: 



(The Day when all the secrets will be exposed. ) 86:9 meaning, everything that is hidden in 
people's hearts will become known. Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Every traitor will have a banner on the Day of Resurrection, by which he will be known.) It was 
also narrated in the Two Sahihs, where one narration says, 

» 

« : 

(On the Day of Resurrection, for every traitor a banner will be erected by his backside, and it 
will be said, "This isthe betrayer of so-and-so the son of so-and-so.") 



(and your Lord treats no one with injustice.) means, He will judge between His creatures for all 
of their deeds, and He will not treat any of His creatures with injustice. He will overlook and 
forgive and have mercy, and He will punish whomever He wills by His power, wisdom and 
justice. He will fill Hell with the disbelievers and those who have been disobedient. Then He 
will rescue the disobedient, and leave the disbelievers there for eternity. He is the Judge Who 
never wrongs or oppresses. Allah says: 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good, He 
doubles it.) 4:40 



(And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything.) Until His saying; 



(to take account) 21:47 And there are many similar Ayat. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
'Abdullah bin Muhammad bin " Aqi I heard Jabir bin 'Abdullah say, "I was told about a Hadith 
which a man heard from the Prophet , so I bought a camel and put my saddle on it, then I 
traveled on it for a month until I came to Ash-Sham, where 'Abdullah bin Un ays was. I said to 
the doorkeeper, 'Tell him that Jabir is at the door.' He said, ' Jabir bin ' Abdullah' I said, ' Yes.' 
So he came out, still putting his garment on, and embraced me, and I embraced him, and said: 
' I heard a Hadith narrated by you, that you heard from the Messenger of Allah about reciprocal 
punishments. I was afraid that you or I would die before I could hear it.' He said, ' I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(Allah will gather the people -- or His servants -- on the Day of Resurrection, naked, 
uncircumcised and Buhman.) I asked, 'What isBuhman' He said, 



« 



(They will have nothing with them. Then a voice will call out to them that will be heard by 
those far away just as easily as it will be heard by those near: "I am the Sovereign, I am the 
Judge. None of the people of Hell should enter Hell if he is owed something by one of the 
people of Paradise, until I have settled the matter, and none of the people of Paradise should 
enter Paradise if he is owed something by one of the people of Hell, until I settle the matter -- 
even if it is only the case of a slap.") We said, ' How will that be, when we have come before 
Allah barefooted, naked, uncircumcised and having nothing with us' He said, 



« » 

(By merit for good deeds, and recompense for evil deeds.) Shu' bah narrated from Al- 
* Awwam bin Muzahim from Abu ' Uthman from " Uthman bin " Affan, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(The animal who lost a horn will settle the score with the one that has horns on the Day of 
Resurrection.) It was recorded by 'Abdullah the son of Imam Ahmad, and there are 
corroborating narrations through other routes. 



(50. And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves unto Adam." So they 
prostrated themselves, except Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me while 
they are enemiesto you What an evil isthe exchange for the wrongdoers.) 



The Story of Adam and Iblis 

Allah points out to the Children of Adam the enmity of Iblis towards them and their father 
before them, and rebukes those who follow him and go against their Creator and Master. It is 
He who created them from nothing and sustains and nourishes them by His kindness, yet they 
still took Iblis as their friend and declared their enmity towards Allah. So Allah says: 



(And (remember) when We said to the angels), meaning all the angels, as was mentioned in the 
beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. 



(Prostrate yourselves unto Adam) a prostration of respect and honour, as Allah says: 



(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels, "I am going to create a human (Adam) 
from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when I have fashioned him completely and 
breathed into him the soul which I created for him, then fall (you) down prostrating yourselves 
unto him.) 15:28-29 



(So they prostrated themselves except Iblis. He was one of the Jinn;) meaning, his original 
nature betrayed him. He had been created from smokeless fire, whereas the angels had been 
created from light, as is stated in Sahih Muslim where it is reported that ' A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The angels were created from light, Iblis was created from smokeless fire, and Adam was 
created from that which has been described to you.) When matters are crucial, every vessel 
leaks that which it contains and is betrayed by its true nature. Iblis used to do what the angels 
did and resembled them in their devotion and worship, so he was included when they were 
addressed, but he disobeyed and went against what he was told to do. So Allah points out here 
that he was one of the Jinn, i.e., he was created from fire, as He says elsewhere: 



(I am better than he. You created me from fire, and You created him from clay.) 38:76 Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri said, "Iblis was not one of the angels, not even for a second. He was the origin of 
the Jinn just as Adam, upon him be peace, was the origin of mankind." This was narrated by Ibn 
Jarir with a Sahih chain. 



(he disobeyed the command of his Lord. ) meaning by stepping beyond the bounds of obedience 
to Allah. Fisq (disobeying) implies going out or stepping beyond. When the date emerges from 
its flower, the verb used in Arabic is Fasaqat; the same verb is used to describe a mouse 
coming out of its hole when it comes out to do damage. Then Allah says, rebuking those who 
follow and obey Iblis: 



(Will you then take him and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me) meaning, 
instead of Me. This is why Allah says: 



(What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.) This is like the Ayah in Surah Ya Sin where, 
after mentioning the Resurrection and its terrors, and the ultimate end of the blessed and the 
doomed, Allah then says: 



((It will be said): "And Oyou the criminals! Get you apart this Day (from the believers).) until; 



(Did you not then understand) 36:59-62 



(51. They did not witness the creation of the heavens and the earth nor their own creation, nor 
did I take those who mislead as' Adudan.) 



The gods of the Idolatorsdid not witness the Creation of anything, 

not even Themselves 

Allah says: ' These whom you take as helpers instead of Me are creatures just like you. They do 
not possess anything and did not witness the creation of heaven and earth, because they did 
not exist at that time.' Allah says, 'I am the One Who independently and exclusively creates 
and controls all things, and I have no partner, associate or advisor in that.' As Allah says: 



(Say: "Call upon those you claim besides Allah, they possess not even a speck of dust in the 
heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor is there for Him any assistant 
among them. Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) 34:22-23 
Similarly Allah says here: 



(nor did I take those who mislead as' Adudan.) Malik said: "Assistants." 



(52. And (remember) the Day He will say: "Call those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you 
claimed." Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer them, and We shall put 
Mawbiq between them.) (53. And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they are 
to fall therein. And they will find no way of escape from it.) 



Their Partners are not able to respond and the Criminals are 

brought to the Fire 

Allah tells us how He will address the idolators on the Day of Resurrection before all of 
creation, rebuking and scolding them, 



(Call those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you claimed.) meaning, in the world. Call them 
today to save you from the situation you are in! Allah says: 



(And truly, you have come unto Us alone as We created you the first time. You have left what 
you were given behind your backs and We do see not with you your intercessors whom you 
claimed were your partners. Now all relations between you and them have been cut off, and all 
that you used to claim has vanished from you.) 6:94 



(Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer them.) As Allah says: 



(And it will be said (to them): "Call upon those partners of yours," then they will call upon 
them, but they will not answer them.) 28: 64 And the Ayah: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls others besides Allah, such as will not answer him) 
46:5 Until the end of the two Ayat; 



(And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they may grant them honor. Nay, but they will 
deny their worship of them, and become opponents to them.) 19:81-82 



(and We shall put Mawbiq between them.) Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and others said: "Destruction." 
The meaning is that Allah is stating that these idolators will have no way of reaching the gods 
they claimed in this world. He will separate them in the Hereafter and neither party will have 
any means of reaching the other. There will be devastation, great horrors and other terrible 
things in between them. 'Abdullah bin ' Amr understood the pronoun in the phrase "between 
them" to refer to the believers and the disbelievers, meaning that the people of guidance and 
the people of misguidance will be separated. Thisthen is like the Ayat: 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established -- that Day shall (all men) be separated. 
30:14 



(On that Day men shall be divided.) 30:43 



((It will be said), "And Oyou the criminals! Get you apart this Day (from the believers).) 36:59 



(And on the Day when We shall gather them all together, then We shall say to those who joined 
partners, "Stop in your place! You and your partners." Then We shall separate between them...) 
until, 



(And what they invented will vanish from them.) 10:28-30 



(And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they are to fall therein. And they will 
find no way of escape from it.) meaning when they see Hell with their own eyes, since it is 
being dragged forth by seventy thousand reins, each pulled by seventy thousand angels. When, 



(the criminals shall see the Fire), they will realize that they cannot escape being thrown into 
it, and that will only intesify their anxiety and distress, because the anticipation and fear of 
punishment is in itself a real punishment. 



(And they will find no way of escape from it.) means, they will have no way of fleeing, it will 
be inevitable. 



(54. And indeed We have given every kind of example in this Qur'an for mankind. But, man is 
ever more quarrelsome than anything.) 



Examples put forth in the Qur'an 

Allah says, ' In this Qur'an, We have explained to mankind and given clear details of matters so 
that they will not stray from the truth or be misled from the path of guidance. Despite this 
explanation, man is very quarrelsome and opposes truth with falsehood,' except for those 
whom Allah guides to the path of salvation. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'AM bin Abi Talib said 
that the Messenger of Allah came to visit him and Fatimah, the daughter of Allah's Messenger at 
night, and said, 

« » 

(Are you not going to pray) I said, "0 Messenger of Allah, our souls are in the Hand of Allah. If 
He wills to wake us, He will wake us." When I said that, he went away without returning. Then I 
heard him as he was walking away, slapping his thigh and saying, 



(But, man isever more quarrelsome than anything.)" It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



(55. And nothing prevents men from believing, while the guidance has come to them, and from 
asking forgiveness of their Lord, except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with them, 
or the torment be brought to them face to face.) (56. And We send not the Messengers except 
as bearers of good news and warners. But those who disbelieve, argue with falsehood, in order 
to refute the truth thereby. And they take My Ayat and that which they are warned for jest!) 



The Rebellion of the Disbelievers 

Allah tells us about the rebellion of the disbelievers in ancient times and in more recent times, 
and how they rejected the obvious truth even when they witnessed clear signs and proofs. 
Nothing stopped them from following the truth except their demand to witness with their own 
eyes the punishment which they were being warned about. As some of them said to their 
Prophet: 



(So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!) 26:187 , Others said: 



(Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one of the truthful.) 29:29 The Quraysh said: 



(0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring 
upon us a painful torment.) 8:32 



(And they say: "0 you to whom the Reminder has been sent down! Verily, you are a mad man! 
Why do you not bring angels to us if you are of the truthful") 15:6-7 . There are other Ayat 
refering to the same thing. Then Allah says: 



(except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with them,) meaning, their overwhelming 
punishment, destroying every last one of them. 



(or the torment be brought to them face to face.) they see it with their own eyes, being 
directly confronted with it. Then Allah says: 



(And We send not the Messengers except as bearers of good news and warners.) before the 
punishment they give good news to those who believe in them and follow them, and warnings 
to those who reject them and oppose them. Then Allah tells us about the disbelievers who 
argue: 



(with falsehood, in order to refute the truth thereby.) they try to weaken the truth that the 
Messengers brought, but they cannot achieve that. 



(And they take My Ayat and that which they are warned for jest!) they take the proof, evidence 
and miracles sent with the Messengers to warn them, and make them fear the punishment; 



(as a jest and mockery) and they make fun of them, which isthe worst type of disbelief. 



(57. And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of the Ayat (signs) of his Lord, but 
turns away from them, forgetting what his hands have sent forth. Truly, We have set over their 
hearts Akinnah, lest they should understand this (the Qur'an), and in their ears, deafness. And 
if you call them to guidance, even then they will never be guided.) (58. And your Lord is Most 
Forgiving, Owner of mercy. Were He to call them to account for what they have earned, then 
surely, He would have hastened their punishment. But they have their appointed time, beyond 
which they will find no escape.) (59. And these towns, We destroyed them when they did 
wrong. And We appointed a fixed time for their destruction.) 



The Worst People are Those Who turn away after being reminded 

Allah says, 'Who among My creatures does more wrong than one who is reminded of the signs 
of Allah then turns away from them,' i.e., ignores them and does not listen or pay attention to 

them. 



(forgetting what his hands have sent forth.) means, bad deeds and evil actions. 



(Truly, We have set over their hearts) means, the hearts of these people, 



(Akinnah) means, coverings. 



(lest they should understand this,) means, so that they will not understand this Qur'an and its 
clear Message 



(and in their ears, deafness.) meansthat they will be deaf in an abstract way, to guidance. 



(And if you call them to guidance, even then they will never be guided.) 



(And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of mercy.) means, 'your Lord, Muhammad, is 
forgiving and has great mercy.' 



(Were He to call them to account for what they have earned, then surely, He would have 
hastened their punishment.) This is like the Ayah: 



(And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth.) 35:45 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is (also) severe in punishment) 13:6 . And there are many Ayat which say the same 



thing. Then Allah tells usthat He is patient, He conceals faults and forgives sins. He may guide 
some of them from wrongdoing to true guidance, and whoever continues in his evil ways, then 
there will come to him a Day when infants will turn grey and every pregnant female will shed 
her load. He says: 



(But they have their appointed time, beyond which they will find no escape.) meaning, they 
will find no way out. 



(And these towns, We destroyed them when they did wrong.) This refers to earlier nations in 
times past; ' We destroyed them because of their stubborn disbelief.' 



(And We appointed a fixed time for their destruction.) 'We appointed for them a set time 
limit, not to be increased or decreased. The same applies to you, ido- lators, so beware or 
what happened to them will happen to you too, for you have rejected the noblest Messenger 
and greatest Prophet, and you are not dearer to Us than them, so fear My punishment and 
wrath.' 



(60. And (remember) when Musa said to his boy-servant: "I will not give up until I reach the 
junction of the two seas or a Huqub passes.") (61. But when they reached the junction of the 
two seas, they forgot their fish, and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel.) (62. So 
when they passed further on, Musa said to his boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal; truly, 
we have suffered Nasaban in this, our journey.") (63. He said: "Do you remember when we 
betook ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; none but Shaytan made me forget to 
remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange (way)!") (64. Musa said: "That is what 
we have been seeking." So they went back retracing their footsteps.) (65. Then they found one 
of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught 
knowledge from Us.) 



The Story of Musa and Al-Khidr 

The reason for Musa's conversation with the boy-servant, Yusha* bin Nun, wasthat he had been 
told about one of the servants of Allah at the junction of the two seas, who had knowledge 
which Musa had not been granted, so he wanted to travel to meet him. So he said to that boy- 
servant of his: 



(I will not give up) meaning, I will keep on traveling, 



(until I reach the junction of the two seas) meaning, the place where the two seas met. 



(or a Huqub passes.) meaning, even if I have to travel for a very long time. Ibn Jarir (may Allah 
have mercy on him) said, "Some of the scholars of the Arabic language said that Huqub means a 
year in the dialect of the tribe of Qays," then he narrated that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, 
"Huqub means eighty years." Mujahid said, "Seventy years." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn " Abbas said that it means a lifetime. Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said likewise. 



(But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they forgot their fish,) He had been 
commanded to carry a salted fish with him, and it had been said to him, when you lose the 
fish, that will be a sign that you have reached the right place. So they set out and traveled 
until they reached the junction of the two seas, where there was a spring called ' Ayn Al-Hayat 



(the Spring of Life). They went to sleep there, and the fish felt the drops of that water, so it 
came back to life. It was in a vessel with Yusha' , upon him be peace, and it jumped out of the 
vessel towards the sea. Yusha' woke up and the fish fell into the water and started to swim 
through the water, leaving a track or channel behind it. Allah said: 



(and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel.) meaning, like going through a tunnel on 
land. Ibn Jurayj said, "Ibn ' Abbas said, ' It left a trace as if it were a rock.'" 



(So when they had passed further on,) means, past the place where they had forgotten the 
fish. Forgetfulness is attributed to them both even though it was actually Yusha' who forgot. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(Out of them both come out pearl and coral.) 55:22 , although they come from the salt water, 
according to one of the two opinions. When they had passed one stage beyond the place where 
they had forgotten the fish, 



( Musa said to his boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered in this, our 
journey) meaning, their journey beyond the place where they should have stopped. 



(Nasaban) means, exhaustion. 



(He said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; 
none but Shaytan made me forget to remember it...") Then he said, 



(It took its course), meaning its path, 



("...into the sea in a strange (way)!" Musa said: "That is what we have been seeking.") 
meaning, this is what we have been looking for. 



(So they went back 



(their footsteps.) 



(Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom 
We had taught knowledge from Us.) This was Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, as is indicated by 
the authentic Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah . Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa' id 
bin Jubayr said, "I said to Ibn 'Abbas: ' Nawf Al-Bikali claims that Musa, the companion of Al- 
Khidr was not the Musa of the Children of Israel.' Ibn ' Abbas said, 'The enemy of Allah has told 
a lie.' Ubayy bin Ka' b narrated that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 

: » 



(Musa got up to deliver a speech before the Children of Israel and he was asked, "Who is the 
most learned person among the people" Musa replied, "I am." Allah rebuked him because he did 
not refer the knowledge to Allah. So Allah revealed to him: "At the junction of the two seas 
there is a servant of Ours who is more learned than you." Musa asked, "0 my Lord, how can I 
meet him" Allah said, "Take a fish and put it in a vessel and then set out, and where you lose 
the fish, you will find him." So Musa took a fish, put it in a vessel and set out, along with his 
boy-servant Yusha' bin Nun, peace be upon him, till they reached a rock (on which) they both 
lay down their heads and slept. The fish moved vigorously in the vessel and got out of it and 
fell into the sea and there it took its way through the sea (straight) as in a tunnel. Allah 
stopped the flow of water on both sides of the way created by the fish, and so that way was 
like a tunnel. When Musa got up, his companion forgot to tell him about the fish, and so they 
carried on their journey during the rest of the day and the whole night. The next morning Musa 
said to his boy-servant, ("Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered much fatigue in 
this, our journey.") : 



. Musa did not get tired 
till he had passed the place that Allah had ordered him to look for. His boy-servant then said to 
him, ("Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; none 
but Shaytan made me forget to remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange way.") 
There was a tunnel for the fish and Musa and his boy-servant were amazed. Musa said, ("That is 
what we have been seeking." Sb they went back retracing their footsteps.") 3d they went back 
retracing their steps until they reached the rock. There they found a man covered with a 
garment. Musa greeted him. Al-Khidr said, "Is there such a greeting in your land" Musa said, "I 
am Musa." He said, "Are you the Musa of the Children of Israel" Musa said, "Yes," and added, "I 
have come to you so that you may teach me something of that knowledge which you have been 
taught." Al-Khidr said, ("You will not be able to have patience with me.) Musa! I have some of 
Allah's knowledge which He has bestowed upon me but you do not know it; and you too, have 
some of Allah's knowledge which He has bestowed upon you, but I do not know it." : 



Musa said, ("If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.") Al- 
Khidr said to him, ("Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything till I myself mention it 
to you.") So they set out walking along the shore, until a boat passed by and they asked the 
crew to let them go on board. The crew recognized Al-Khidr and allowed them to go on board 
free of charge. When they went on board, suddenly Musa saw that Al-Khidr had pulled out one 
of the planks of the ship with an adz. Musa said to him, "These people gave us a free ride, yet 



you have broken their boat so that its people will drown! Verily, you have done a terrible thing! 
("Al-Khidr said, "Did I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me") (Musa 
said, "Call me not to account for what I forgot and be not hard upon me for my affair (with 
you). ")) The Messenger of Allah said, : 



(In the first instance, Musa asked Al-Khidr because he had forgotten his promise. Then a bird 
came and sat on the edge of the boat, dipping its beak once or twice in the sea. Al-Khidr said 
to Musa, "My knowledge and your knowledge, in comparison to Allah's knowledge, is like what 
this bird has taken out of the sea." Then they both disembarked from the boat, and while they 
were walking on the shore, Al-Khidr saw a boy playing with other boys. Al-Khidr took hold of 
the boy's head and pulled it off with his hands, killing him. Musa said to him, ("Have you killed 
an innocent person who had killed none! Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr!" He said, 
"Did I not tell you that you would not be able to have patience with me") / 



The narrator said, "The second blame was stronger than the first one". (Musa said, "If I ask you 
anything after this, keep me not in your company; you have received an excuse from me." Then 
they both proceeded until they came to the people of a town. They asked them for food but 
they refused to entertain them. (Then) they found there a wall on the point of falling down.) 
(Al-Khidr) set it up straight with his own hands. Musa said, "We came to these people, but they 
neither fed us nor received us as guests. (If you had wished, surely, you could have taken 
wages for it!" (Al-Khidr) said: "This is the parting between you and I. I will tell you the 
interpretation of (those) things over which you were unable to be patient.") The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(We wish that Musa was patient so that Allah would have told us more about both of them.) 
Sa id bin Jubayr said: "Ibn 'Abbas used to recite Ayah no. 79 ( 

) (There was a king before them who seized every good-conditioned ship by force) and 
Ayah no 80 ( ) (As for the boy, he was a disbeliever and his 

parents were believers.) Then (in another narration) Al-Bukhari recorded a similar account 
which says: : 



(...then Musa set out and with him was his boy-servant Yusha' bin Nun, and they had the fish 
with them. When they reached the rock, they camped there, and Musa lay down his head and 
slept. At the base of the rock there was a spring called Al-Hayat; its water never touched a 
thing but it brought it to life. Some of its water touched the fish, so it began to move and 
jumped out of the vessel and into the sea. When he woke up, Musa said to his boy-servant: 
(Bring us our morning meal.)) Then he quoted the rest of the Hadith. Then a bird came and 
perched on the edge of the ship, and dipped its beak in the sea, and Al-Khidr said to Musa, "My 
knowledge and your knowledge and the knowledge of all of creation, in comparison to the 
knowledge of Allah, is like what this bird has taken from the sea." Then he mentioned the rest 
of the report. 



(66. Musa said to him: "May I follow you so that you teach me something of that knowledge 
which you have been taught (by Allah)") (67. He said: "Verily, you will not be able to have 
patience with me!") (68. "And how can you have patience about a thing which you know not") 
(69. Musa said: "If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.") 
(70. He said: "Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything till I myself mention of it to 
you.") 

Musa meeting with Al-Khidr and accompanying Him 

Allah tells us what Musa said to that learned man, who was Al-Khidr. He was one to whom Allah 
had given knowledge that He had not given to Musa, just as He had given Musa knowledge that 
He had not given to Al-Khidr. 



(Musa said to him: "May I follow you...") This is a question phrased in gentle terms, with no 
sense of force or coercion. This is the manner in which the seeker of knowledge should address 
the scholar. 



(I follow you) means, I accompany you and spend time with you. 



(so that you teach me something of that knowledge which you have been taught) meaning, 
teach me something from that which Allah has taught you so that I may be guided by it and 
learn something beneficial and do righteous deeds. At thispoint, 



(He said) meaning, Al-Khidr said to Musa, 



(Verily, you will not be able to have patience with me!) meaning, 'You will not be able to 
accompany with me when you see me doing things that go against your law, because I have 
knowledge from Allah that He has not taught you, and you have knowledge from Allah that He 
has not taught me. Each of us has responsibilities before Allah that the other does not share, 
and you will not be able to stay with me,' 



(And how can you have patience about a thing which you know not) " For I know that you will 
denounce me justifiably, but I have knowledge of Allah's wisdom and the hidden interests 
which I can see but you cannot.' 



(He said) meaning, Musa said: 



(If Allah wills, you will find me patient,) with whatever I see of your affairs, 



(and I will not disobey you in aught.) means, 'I will not go against you in anything.' At that 
point, Al-Khidr, upon him be peace, set a condition: 



(Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything) do not initiate any discussion of the 
matter, 



(till I myself mention of it to you. ) meaning, " until I initiate the discussion, before you ask me 
about it.' 



(71. 3d they both proceeded, till, when they boarded the boat, he (Khidr) damaged it. Musa 
said: "Have you damaged it wherein its people will drown Verily, you have committed a thing 
Imr.") (72. He said: "Did I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me") 
(73. He said: "Call me not to account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my affair 
(with you).") 

Damaging the Boat 

Allah tells us that Musa and his companion Al-Khidr set out having come to an agreement and 
reached an understanding. Al-Khidr had made the condition that Musa should not ask him about 
anything he found distasteful until he himself initiated the discussion and offered an 
explanation. So they went on board the ship, as described in the Hadith quoted above -- the 
crew recognized Al-Khidr and let them ride on board free of charge, as an honor to Al-Khidr. 
When the boat took them out to sea and they were far from the shore, Al-Khidr got up and 
damaged the boat, pulling out one of its planks and then patching it up again. Musa, peace be 
upon him, could not restrain himself from denouncing him, so he said: 



(Have you damaged it wherein its people will drown) The grammatical structure of the 
sentence in Arabic impliesthat thiswasthe consequence, not the purpose, of hisaction. 



(Verily, you have committed a thing Imr.) About 'Imr', Mujahid said: "An evil thing." Qatadah 
said, "An astounding thing." At this point, reminding him of the previously-agreed condition, Al- 
Khidr said: 



(Did I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience with me) meaning, 'this thing 
that I did deliberately is one of the things I told you not to denounce me for, because you do 
not know the full story, and there is a reason and purpose for it that you do not know about.' 



(He said), meaning, Musasaid: 



(Call me not to account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my affair (with you).) 
meaning, 'do not be harsh with me.' Hence it says in the Hadith quoted above from the 
Messenger of Allah : 

« » 

(In the first instance, Musa asked Al-Khidr because he had forgotten his promise.) 



(74. Then they both proceeded till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him. Musa said: "Have 
you killed an innocent person without Nafs Verily, you have committed a thing Nukrl") (75. He 
said: "Did I not tell you that you can have no patience with me") (76. He said: "If I ask you 
anything after this, keep me not in your company, you have received an excuse from me.") 



The Story of killing the Boy 



(Then they both proceeded,) means, after the first incident, 



(till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him.) It has been stated previously that this boy was 
playing with other boys in one of the towns, and that Al-Khidr deliberately singled him out. He 
was the finest and most handsome of them all, and Al-Khidr killed him. When Musa, peace be 
upon him, saw that he denounced him even more fervently than in the first case, and said 
hastily: 



(Have you killed an innocent person) meaning, a young person who had not yet committed any 
sin or done anything wrong, yet you killed him 



(without Nafs) with no reason for killing him. 



(Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr!) meaning, something that is clearly evil. 



(He said: "Did I not tell you that you can have no patience with me") Once again, Al-Khidr 
reiterates the condition set in the first place, so Musa says to him: 



(If I ask you anything after this,) meaning, ' if I object to anything else you do after this,' 



(keep me not in your company, you have received an excuse from me.) ' you have accepted my 
apology twice.' Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that Ubayy bin Ka' b said: "Whenever the 
Prophet mentioned anyone, he would pray for himself first. One day he said: 

» 



« 

(May the mercy of Allah be upon us and upon Musa. If he had stayed with his companion he 
would have seen wonders, but he said, f If I ask you anything after this, keep me not in your 
company, you have received an excuse from me.'))" 



(77. Then they both proceeded till when they came to the people of a town, they asked them 
for food, but they refused to entertain them. Then they found therein a wall about to collapse 
and he set it up straight. (Musa) said: "If you had wished, surely you could have taken wages for 
it!") (78. He said: "This is the parting between you and I, I will tell you the interpretation of 
(those) things over which you were not able to be patient.") 



The Story of repairing the Wall Allah tells us that 



(they both proceeded) after the first two instances, 



(till when they came to the people of a town,) Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Srin that this was 
Al-Aylah. According to the Hadith; 

« » 

(When they came there, the people of the town were mean.) i.e., miserly 



(they asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. Then they found therein a wall 
about to collapse and he (Khidr) set it up straight.) means, he fixed it so it was standing 
upright properly. We have already seen in the Hadith quoted above that he set it up with his 
own hands, supporting it until it was standing straight again, which is something extraordinary. 
At this point Musa said to him: 



(If you had wished, surely you could have taken wages for it!) meaning, because they did not 
entertain us as guests, you should not have worked for them for free. 



(He said: "This is the parting between you and I) meaning, because you said after the boy was 
killed that if you asked me anything after that, you would not accompany me any further. So 
this is the parting of the ways between me and you. 



(I will tell you the interpretation) meaning explanation, 



(of (those) things over which you were not able to be patient.) 



(79. "As for the boat, it belonged to poor people working in the sea. 3d I wished to make a 
defective damage in it, asthere was a king behind them who seized every boat by force.") 



Interpretations of why the Ship was damaged 



This is an explanation of what Musa found so hard to understand, and the appearence of which 
he condemed. Allah showed Al-Khidr the hidden reasons, so he said, "I damaged the ship to 
make it faulty, because they used to pass by a king who was one of the oppressors, who 



(seized every boat), i.e., every good, sound boat 



(by force.) 'So I wanted to prevent him from taking this boat by making it appear faulty, so 
that its poor owners who had nothing else could benefit from it.' It was also said that they were 



orphans 



(80. "And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared he would oppress them by 
rebellion and disbelief.") (81 . "So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for them for 
one better in righteousness and nearer to mercy.") 

Interpretation of why the Boy was killed 

Ibn ' Abbas narrated from Ubayy bin Ka' b that the Prophet said: 

« » 

(The boy Al-Khidr killed was destined to be a disbeliever from the day he was created.) It was 
recorded by Ibn Jarir from Ibn ' Abbas. He said: 



(his parents were believers, and we feared he would oppress them by rebellion and disbelief) 
Their love for him might make them follow him in disbelief. Qatadah said, "His parents rejoiced 
when he was born and grieved for him when he was killed. If he had stayed alive, he would 
have been the cause of their doom. So let a man be content with the decree of Allah, for the 
decree of Allah for the believer, if he dislikes it, is better for him than if He were to decree 
something that he likes for him." An authentic Hadith says; 



» 
« 

(Allah does not decree anything for the believer except it is good for him.) And Allah says: 



(and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you.) 2:216 



(So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for them for one better in righteousness 
and nearer to mercy. ) A child who was better than this one, a child for whom they would feel 
more compassion. This was the view of Ibn Jurayj . 



(82. "And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the town; and there was under it a 
treasure belonging to them; and their father was a righteous man, and your Lord intended that 
they should attain their age of full strength and take out their treasure as a mercy from your 
Lord. And I did them not of my own accord. That is the interpretation of those (things) over 
which you could not be patient.) 



Interpretation of why the Wall was repaired for no Charge 

In this Ayah there is a proof that the word Qaryah (village) may be used to refer to a city 
(Madinah), because Allah first says, 



(till when they came to the people of a town (Qaryah)) 18:77 , but here He says: 



(it belonged to two orphan boys in the town (Al-Madinah);) This is like the Ayat: 



(And many a town (Qaryah), stronger than your town which has driven you out We have 
destroyed) 47:13 and; 



(And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns (Al- 
Qaryatayn)") 43:31 meaning Makkah and At-Ta'if. The meaning of the Ayah 18:82 is: "I 
repaired this wall because it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and underneath it was 
some treasure belonging to them." ' Ikrimah, Qatadah and others said, "Underneath it there was 
some wealth that was buried for them." This meaning is apparent from the context of the Ayah, 
and is the view chosen by Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him). 



(their father was a righteous man,) indicates that a righteous person's offspring will be taken 
care of, and that the blessing of his worship will extend to them in this world and in the 
Hereafter. This will occur through his intercession for them, as well as their status being raised 
to the highest levels of Paradise, so that he may find joy in them. This was stated in the Qur'an 
and reported in the Sunnah. Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn ' Abbas: "They were taken care 
of because their father was a righteous man, although it is not stated that they themselves 
were righteous." 



(your Lord intended that they should attain their age of full strength and take out their 
treasure) Here will is attributed to Allah, the Exalted, because no one else is able to bring 
them to the age of full strength and puberty except Allah. In contrast, He said about the boy: 



(So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for them for one better in righteousness) 
and concerning the ship: 



(So I wished to make a defective damage in it,) And Allah knows best. 



WasAI-Khidr a Prophet 



(as a mercy from your Lord. And I did them not of my own accord.) Meaning, 'These three 
things that I did, come from the mercy of Allah for those we have mentioned, the crew of the 
ship, the parents of the boy and the two sons of the righteous man; I was only commanded to 
do these things that were enjoined upon me.' This is proof and evidence in support of those 
who say that Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, was a Prophet, along with the Ayah which we have 
already quoted: 



(Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom 
We had taught knowledge from Us.) 18:65 

Why he was called Al-Khidr 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Prophet said concerning Al-Khidr 

» 

« 

(He was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren Farwah that turned white, then it turned 
green (Khadra') beneath him.) Imam Ahmad also recorded this from " Abdur-Razzaq. It was also 



recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Hammam from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(He was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren Farwah and it turned green (Khadra') 
beneath him.) The meaning of Farwah here is a patch of withered vegetation. This was the 
view of ' Abdur-Razzaq. It was also said that it means the face of the earth. 



(That is the interpretation of those (things) over which you could not be patient.) meaning, 
Mhis is the explanation of the things which you could not put up with or be patient with until I 
took the initiative of explaining them to you.' When he explained them and made them clear 
and solved the confusion, he used a milder form of the verb, 



(you could) When the matter was still confusing and very difficult, a more intensive form was 
used, 



(I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which you were unable to be patient 
with) 18:78 . The intensity of the verbal form used reflects the intensity of the confusion felt. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(So they (Ya'juj and Ma'juj) were not able to scale it) 18:97 which means ascending to its 
highest point, 



(nor are they able to dig through it) 18:97 which is more difficult than the former. The 
intensity of the verbal form used reflects the difficulty of the action, which has to do with the 
subtleties of meaning. And Allah knows best. If one were to ask, what happened to the boy- 
servant of Musa who appears at the beginning of the story but then is not mentioned The 
answer is that the objective of the story is what happened between Musa and Al-Khidr. Musa's 
boy-servant was with him, following him. It is clearly mentioned in the Sahih Hadiths referred 
to above that he was Yusha" bin Nun, who was the one who became the leader of the Children 
of Israel after Musa, peace be upon him. 



(83. And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say: "I shall recite to you something of his story.") 
(84. Verily, We established him in the earth, and We gave him the means of everything.) 



The Story of Dhul-Qarnayn Allah says to His Prophet , 



(And they ask you) Muhammad , 



(about Dhul-Qarnayn.) i.e., about his story. We have already mentioned how the disbelievers of 
Makkah sent word to the People of the Book and asked them for some information with which 
they could test the Prophet . They (the People of the Book) said, 'Ask him about a man who 
traveled extensively throughout the earth, and about some young men who nobody knows what 
they did, and about the Ruh (the soul),' then Surat Al-Kahf was revealed. Dhul-Qarnayn had 
great Power 



(Verily, We established him in the earth,) means, 'We have given him great power, so that he 
had all that kings could have of might, armies, war equipment and siege machinery.' So he had 
dominion over the east and the west, all countries and their kings submitted to him, and all the 
nations, Arab and non-Arab, served him. Some of them said he was called Dhul-Qarnayn (the 
one with two horns) because he reached the two "Horns" of the sun, east and west, where it 
rises and where it sets. 



(and We gave him the means of everything.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Ikrimah, 
As-Suddi, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others said, "This means knowledge." Qatadah also said, 



(and We gave him the means of everything.) "The different parts and features of the earth. 
Concerning Bilqis, Allah said, 



(she has been given all things) 27:23 , meaning all things that monarchs like her are given. 
Thus too was Dhul-Qarnayn: Allah gave him the means of all things, meaning the means and 
power to conquer all areas, regions and countries, to defeat enemies, suppress the kings of the 
earth and humiliate the people of Shirk. He was given all that a man like him would need. And 
Allah knows best. 



(85. So he followed away.) (86. Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun, he found 
it setting in a spring of Hami'ah. And he found near it a people. We said: "0 Dhul-Qarnayn! 
Either you punish them or treat them with kindness.") (87. He said: "As for him who does 
wrong, we shall punish him, and then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will punish 
him with a terrible torment (Hell).") (88. "But as for him who believes and works righteousness, 
he shall have the best reward, and we shall speak unto him mild words.") 



His traveling and reaching the Place where the Sun sets (the West) 



(So he followed a way.) Ibn 'Abbas said that he followed different routes to achieve what he 
wanted. 



(So he followed a way.) Mujahid said that he followed different routes, east and west. 
According to one report narrated from Mujahid, he said: 



(a way) means, "A route through the land." Qatadah said, "It means he followed the routes and 
landmarks of the earth." 



(Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun,) means, he followed a route until he 
reached the furthest point that could be reached in the direction of the sun's setting, which is 
the west of the earth. As for the idea of his reaching the place in the sky where the sun sets, 
this is something impossible, and the tales told by storytellers that he traveled so far to the 
west that the sun set behind him are not true at all. Most of these stories come from the myths 
of the People of the Book and the fabrications and lies of their heretics. 



(he found it setting in a spring of Hami'ah) meaning, he saw the sun as if it were setting in the 
ocean. This is something which everyone who goes to the coast can see: it looks as if the sun is 
setting into the sea but in fact it never leaves its path in which it is fixed. Hami'ah is, according 
to one of the two views, derived from the word Hama'ah, which means mud. This is like the 
Ayah: 



("I am going to create a man (Adam) from dried clay of altered Hama'h (mud)) 15:28 , which 
means smooth mud, as we have discussed above. 



(And he found near it a people.) meaning a nation. They mentioned that they were a great 
nation from among the sons of Adam. 



(We (Allah) said (by inspiration): "0 Dhul-Qarnayn! Either you punish them or treat them with 
kindness") means, Allah gave him power over them and gave him the choice: if he wanted to, 
he could kill the men and take the women and children captive, or if he wanted to, he could 
set them free, with or without a ransom. His j ust ice and faith became apparent in the ruling he 
pronounced: 



(As for him who does wrong,) meaning who persists in his Kufr and in associating others in 
worship with his Lord, 



(we shall punish him,) Qatadah said, i.e., by killing him. 



(and then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible torment.) 
meaning a severe, far-reaching and painful punishment. This implies a confirmation of the 
Hereafter and the reward and punishment. 



(But as for him who believes), meaning ' who follows us in our call to worship Allah Alone with 
no partner or associate,' 



(he shall have the best reward,) meaning in the Hereafter, with Allah. 



(and we (Dhul-Qarnayn) shall speak unto him mild words.) Mujahid said, ' (words of) kindness. 



(89. Then he followed (another) way,) (90. Until, when he came to the rising place of the sun, 
he found it rising on a people for whom We (Allah) had provided no shelter against the sun.) 
(91. 3d (it was)! And We knew all about him (Dhul-Qarnayn).) 



His Journey East 



Allah tells us that Dhul-Qarnayn then traveled from the west of the earth towards the east. 
Every time he passed a nation, he subjugated the people and called them to Allah. If they 
obeyed him, all well and good, otherwise he would humiliate them and take their wealth and 
possessions. From every nation he took what his armies needed to fight the next nation. When 
he reached the place where the sun rises, as Allah says, 



(he found it rising on a people) meaning a nation, 



(for whom We (Allah) had provided no shelter against the sun.) meaning, they had no buildings 
or trees to cover them and shade them from the heat of the sun. Qatadah said, "It was 
mentioned to us that they were in a land where nothing grew, so when the sun rose they would 
go into tunnels until it had passed its zenith, then they would come out to go about their daily 
lives and earn themselves a living." 



(So (it was)! And We knew all about him.) Mujahid and As-Suddi said, "This means that Allah 
knew everything about him and his army, and nothing was hidden from Him, even though they 
came from so many different nations and lands. For, 



(Truly, nothing is hidden from Allah, in the earth or in the heaven.) 3:5 " 



(92. Then he followed (another) way,) (93. Until, when he reached between two mountains, he 
found before them a people who scarcely understood a word.) (94. They said: "0 Dhul-Qarnayn! 
Verily, Ya'juj and Ma'juj are doing great mischief in the land. Shall we then pay you a tribute in 
order that you might erect a barrier between us and them") (95. He said: "That in which my 
Lord had established me is better. So help me with strength, I will erect between you and them 
a barrier.") (96. "Give me Zubar of iron;" then, when he had filled up the gap between the two 
mountain-cliffs, he said: "Blow;" then when he had made them (red as) fire, he said: "Bring me 
Qitran to pour over them.") 



His Journey to the Land of Ya'juj and Ma'juj, and building the 

Barrier 



Allah says of Dhul-Qarnayn: 



(Then he followed (another) way) meaning, he traveled from the east of the earth until he 
reached a place between the two mountains which were next to one another with a valley in 
between, from which Ya'juj and Ma'juj (God and Magog) will emerge into the land of the Turks 
and spread mischief there, destroying crops and people. Ya'juj and Ma'juj are among the 
progeny of Adam, peace be upon him, as was recorded in the Two Sahihs; 

: : » 



« 

"Allah said: "0 Adam." Adam said, "Here I am at Your service." Allah said, "Send forth the group 
of Hellfire." Adam said, "What is the group of Hellfire" Allah said: "Out of every thousand, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine will go to Hell and one will go to Paradise." At that time young men 
will turn grey and every pregnant female will drop her load. Among you are two nations who 
never come to anything but they overwhelm it with their huge numbers. (They are) Ya'juj and 
Ma'j uj . " 



(he found before them a people who scarcely understood a word. ) he could not understand 
their speech, because they were so isolated from other people. 



(They said: "0 Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'juj and Ma'juj are doing great mischief in the land. Shall 
we then pay you a tribute") Ibn Jurayj reported from ' Ata' from Ibn 'Abbas that this meant a 
great reward, i.e., they wanted to collect money among themselves to give to him so that he 
would create a barrier between them and Ya'juj and Ma'juj. Dhul-Qarnayn said with kindness, 
righteousness and good intentions, 



(That in which my Lord had established me is better (than your tribute).) meaning, the power 
and authority that Allah has given me is better for me than what you have collected. This is 
like when Sulayman (Solomon), peace be upon him, said: 



(Will you help me in wealth What Allah has given me is better than that which He has given 
you!) 27:36 Similarly, Dhul-Qarnayn said: 'What I have is better than what you want to give 
me, but help me with strength,' i.e., with your labor and construction equipment, 



(I will erect between you and them a barrier. Give me Zubar of iron,) Zubar is the plural of 
Zubrah, which means pieces or chunks of something. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid 



and Qatadah. These pieces were like bricks or blocks, and it was said that each block weighed 
one Damascene Qintar or more. 



(then, when he had filled up the gap between the two mountain-cliffs,) means, he put the 
blocks on top of one another, starting at the bottom, until he reached the tops of the 
mountains, filling the width and height of the gap. The scholars differed about the precise 
width and height. 



(he said: "Blow;") means, he lit a fire until the whole thing was burning hot. 



(he said: "Bring me Qitran to pour over them.") Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said it was copper. Same of them added that it was molten. This is 
similar to the Ayah: 



(And We caused a fount of Qitran to flow for him) 34:12 . So it resembled a striped cloak. 
Then Allah said: 



e(97. So they could not scale it or dig through it.) (98. He said: "This is a mercy from my Lord, 
but when the promise of my Lord comes, He shall Dakka' it down to the ground. And the 
promise of my Lord is ever true.) (99. And on that Day, We shall leave some of them to surge 
like waves on one another; and the Trumpet will be blown, and We shall collect them (the 
creatures) all together.) 



The Barrier restrains Them, but It will be breached when the Hour 

draws nigh 

Allah tells us that Ya'juj and Ma'juj could not climb over the barrier or penetrate its lower 
portion. Varying forms of the verb are used here in the Arabic text to reflect the difficulty of 
the action referred to. 



(So they (Ya'juj and Ma'juj) could not scale it or dig through it.) This indicates that they could 
not penetrate it or dig through it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Zaynab bint Jahsh, the wife of 
the Prophet said, "The Prophet woke from sleep, and he was red in the face. He said, 

» 

« 

(La ilaha illallah! Woe to the Arabs from the evil that has approached (them). Today a hole has 
been opened in the barrier of Ya'juj and Ma'juj like this.) and he made a circle with his index 
finger and thumb. I Zaynab said, '0 Messenger of Allah, will we be destroyed even though 
there will be righteous people among us' He said: 

« » 

(Yes, if evil increases.)" This is a Sahih Hadith, both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded it. 



((Dhul-Qarnayn) said: "This is a mercy from my Lord...") meaning, after it was built by Dhul- 
Qarnayn. 



(He said: This is a mercy from my Lord) for the people, when he placed a barrier between them 
and Ya'juj and Ma'juj, to stop them from spreading evil and corruption on earth. 



(but when the promise of my Lord comes) means, when the true promise comes 



(He shall Dakka' it down to the ground.) means, will make it flat. The Arabs use Dakka' to 
describe a female camel whose back is flat and has no hump. And Allah says: 



(So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it Dakkan) 7:143 meaning, level to the 
ground. 



(And the promise of my Lord is ever true.) means, it will come to pass without a doubt. 



(We shall leave some of them) meaning mankind, on that day, the day when the barrier will be 
breached and these people (Ya'juj and Ma'juj) will come out surging over mankind to destroy 
their wealth and property. 



(We shall leave some of them to surge like waves on one another;) As-Suddi said: "That is when 
they emerge upon the people." All of this will happen before the Day of Resurrection and after 
the Dajjal, as we will explain when discussing the Ayat: 



(Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj are let loose, and they swoop down from every Hadab. And the 
true promise shall draw near...) 21:96-97 



(and As-Sur will be blown.) As-Sur, as explained in the Hadith, is a horn that is blown into. The 
one who will blow into it is (the angel) Israfil, peace be upon him, as has been explained in the 
Hadith quoted at length above, and there are many Hadithson this topic. According to a Hadith 
narrated from " Atiyah from Ibn ' Abbas and Abu Sa' id, and attributed to the Prophet , 



» 
« 

(How can I relax when the one with the Horn has put the Horn in his mouth and has knelt down, 
listening out for the command to be given to him) They said, "What should we say" He said: 

: » 
« 

(Say: "Allah is Sufficient for us and the best Disposer of affairs, in Allah have we put our trust.") 



(and We shall collect them (the creatures) all together.) means, 'We shall bring them all 
together for Reckoning.' 



(Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered together 
for appointed meeting of a known Day.) 56:49-50 



(and we shall gather them all together so as to leave not one of them behind.) 18:47 



(100. And on that Day We shall present Hell to the disbelievers, plain to view.) (101 . (To) those 
whose eyes had been under a covering from My Reminder, and they could not bear to hear 
(it).) (102. Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take My servants as Awliya' 
protectors besides Me Verily, We have prepared Hell as an entertainment for the 
disbelievers.) 



Hell will be displayed before the Disbelievers on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us what He will do to the disbelievers on the Day of Resurrection. He will show Hell 
to them, meaning He will bring it forth for them to see its punishment and torment before they 
enter it. This will intensify their distress and grief. In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn 
Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Hell will be brought forth on the Day of Resurrection, pulled by means of seventy thousand 
reins, each of which will be held by seventy thousand angels.) Then Allah says of them: 



((To) those whose eyes had been under a covering from My Reminder,) meaning, they 
neglected it, turning a blind eye and a deaf ear to it, refusing to accept guidance and follow 
the truth. As Allah says: 



(And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint for 
him a Shaytan to be a companion for him.) 43:36 And here Allah says: 



(and they could not bear to hear (it). ) meaning, they did not understand the commands and 
prohibitions of Allah. Then He says: 



(Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take My servants as Awliya' protectors 
besides Me) meaning, do they think that this is right for them and that it is going to benefit 
them 



(Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to them) 19:82 . Allah 
says that He has prepared Hell as their abode on the Day of Resurrection. 



(103. Say: "Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds") (104. "Those whose 
efforts have been wasted in this life while they thought that they were acquiring good by their 
deeds.") (105. "They are those who deny the Ayat of their Lord and the meeting with Him. So 
their works are in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.") 
(106. "That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they disbelieved and took My Ayat and My 
Messengers for jest.") 



The Greatest Losers in respect of (Their) Deeds 

Al-Bukhari recorded from 'Amr that Mus' ab who said: "I asked my father -- meaning Sa'd bin 
Abi Waqqas-- about Allah's saying, 



(Say: "Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds") 'Are they the 
Haruriyyah' He said, ' No, they are the Jews and Christians. As for the Jews, they disbelieved in 
Muhammad , and as for the Christians, they disbelieved in Paradise and said that there is no 
food or drink there, and the Haruriyyah are those who break Allah's covenant after ratifying it.' 
Sa' d used to call them Al-Fasiqin (the corrupt). 'AM bin Abi Talib, Ad-Dahhak and others said: 
"They are the Haruriyyah," so this means, that according to ' Ali, may Allah be pleased with 
him, this Ayah includes the Haruriyyah just as it includes the Jews, the Christians and others. 
This does not mean that the Ayah was revealed concerning any of these groups in particular; it 



is more general than that, because the Ayah was revealed in Makkah, before the Qur'an 
addressed the Jews and Christians, and before the Khawarij existed at all. 3d the Ayah is 
general and refers to everyone who worships Allah in a way that is not acceptable, thinking 
that he is right in doing that and that his deeds will be accepted, but he is mistaken and his 
deeds will be rejected, as All ah says: 



(Some faces, that Day will be humiliated. Laboring, weary. They will enter in the hot blazing 
Fire.) 88:2-4 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered 
floating particlesof dust.) 25:23 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks 
it to be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing) 24:39 And in this Ayah Allah 
says: 



(Say: "Shall We tell you...") meaning, x Shall We inform you;' 



(the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds) Then Allah explains who they are, and says: 



(Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life) meaning, they did deeds that do not count, 
deedsthat are not in accordance with the prescribed way that is acceptable to Allah. 



(while they thought that they were acquiring good by their deeds.) means, they thought that 
there was some basis for their deeds and that they were accepted and loved. 



(They are those who deny the Ayat of their Lord and the meeting with Him.) they denied the 
signs of Allah in this world, the proofs that He has established of His Oneness and of the truth 
of His Messengers, and they denied the Hereafter. 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.) means, " We will not 
make their Balance heavy because it is empty of any goodness.' Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(A huge fat man will come forward on the Day of Resurrection and he will weigh no more than 
the wing of a gnat to Allah. Recite, if you wish:) (and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall 
assign no weight for them) It was also recorded by Muslim. 



(That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they disbelieved) means, 'We will punish them 
with that because of their disbelief and because they took the signs and Messengers of Allah as 
a joke, mocking them and disbelieving them in the worst way.' 



(107. "Verily, those who believe and do righteous deeds, shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaws 
for their entertainment.") (108. "Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they have 
for removal therefrom.") 



The Reward of the Righteous Believers 

Allah tells us about His blessed servants, those who believed in Allah and His Messengers and 
accepted as truth what the Messengers brought. He tells us that they will have the Gardens of 
Al-Firdaws (Paradise). Abu Umamah said, "Al-Firdaws is the center of Paradise." Qatadah said, 
"Al-Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the best of it." This was also narrated from 
Samurah and attributed to the Prophet , 

« » 

(Al-Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the best of it.) A similar report was narrated from 
Qatadah from Anas bin Malik, and attributed to the Prophet . All of the preceding reports were 
narrated by Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him. The following is in the Sahih, 



» 



« 

(If you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask Him for Al-Firdaws, for it is the highest part of Paradise, 
in the middle of Paradise, and from it spring the rivers of Paradise.) 



(entertainment) means offered to them as hospitality. 



(Wherein they shall dwell (forever).) means, they will stay there and never leave. 



(No desire will they have for removal therefrom. ) means, they will never choose or want 
anything else. This Ayah tells us how much they love and desire it, even though one might 
imagine that a person who is to stay in one place forever would get tired and bored of it. But 
Allah tells us that despite this eternal stay, they will never choose to change or move from 
where they are. 



(109. Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted 
before the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if We brought like it for its aid.") 



The Words of the Lord can never be finished 

Allah says: ' Say, Muhammad, if the water of the sea were ink for a pen to write down the 
words, wisdom and signs of Allah, the sea would run dry before it all could be written down. 



(even if We brought like it) means, another sea, then another, and so on, additional seas to be 
used for writing. The Words of Allah would still never run out. As Allah says: 



(And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea (were ink), with seven seas behind it to 
increase it, yet the Words of Allah would not be exhausted. Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, All- 
Wise.) 31:27 Ar-RabP bin Anas said, "The parable of the knowledge of all of mankind, in 
comparison to the knowledge of Allah, is that of a drop of water in comparison to all of the 
oceans." Allah revealed that: 



(Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted before 
the Words of my Lord would be finished,) Allah says that even if those oceans were ink for the 
Words of Allah, and all the trees were pens, the pens would be broken and the water of the sea 
would run dry, and the Words of Allah would remain, for nothing can outlast them. For no one 
can comprehend the greatness of Allah or praise Him as He deserves to be praised, except the 
One Who praises Himself. Our Lord is as He says He is and He is beyond what we can say. The 
blessings of this world, the beginning and end of it, in comparison to the blessings of the 
Hereafter, are like a mustard seed compared to the entire world. 



(110. Say: "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me that your God is One God. So 
whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as 
a partner in the worship of his Lord.") 



Muhammad is a Human Being and a Messenger, and the God is One 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad , 



(Say) to these idolatorswho reject your message to them, 



(" I am only a man like you.) Whoever claims that I am lying, let him bring something like this 
that I have brought. For I did not know the Unseen, the matters of the past which you asked 
me about and I told you about, the story of the people of the Cave and of Dhul-Qarnayn, stories 
which are true -- I did not know any of this except for what Allah made known to me. And I tell 
you, 



(that your God), Who calls you to worship Him, 



(is One God), with no partner or associate. 



(So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord,) i.e., hopes for a good reward and 
recompense, 



(let him work righteousness) meaning, in accordance with the prescribed laws of Allah, 



(and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.) This is what is meant by seeking 
the pleasure of Allah alone with no associate or partner. These are the two basic features of 
acceptable deeds: their intent is for the sake of Allah alone, and are done in accordance with 
the way of the Messenger of Allah . Imam Ahmad recorded that Mahmud bin Labid said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(What I fear the most for you is the small Shirk.) "They said: What is the small Shirk, 
Messenger of Allah" He said, 

» 



« 

(Showing off (Ar-Riya'). Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection, when the people are 
rewarded or punished for their deeds, "Go to the one for whom you were showing off in the 
world and see if you will find any reward with him.") Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa' id bin 
Abi Fadalah Al-Ansari, who was one of the Companions, said: "I heard the Messenger of Allah 
say, 



» 



« 



(Allah will gather the first and the last on the Day of Resurrection, the Day concerning which 
there is no doubt. A voice will call out, "Whoever used to associate anyone with Allah in the 
deeds which he did, let him seek his reward from someone other than Allah, for Allah is the 
least in need of any partner or associate.) It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kahf. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 



The Tafsir of Surah Maryam 

(Chapter- 19) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded a Hadith of Umm Salamah in his Srah, and Ahmad bin Hanbal 
recorded from Ibn Mas' ud, the story of the Hijrah (migration) to Ethiopia from Makkah. The 
narration mentions that Ja'far bin Abi Talib recited the first part of this Surah to An-Najashi 
and his companions. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Kaf Ha Ya ' Ain Sad.) (2. A reminder of the mercy of your Lord to His servant Zakariyya.) (3. 
When he called his Lord with a call in secret.) (4. He said: "My Lord! Indeed my bones have 
grown feeble, and gray hair has Ashta'al on my head, and I have never been unblessed in my 
invocation to You, my Lord!") (5. "And verily, I fear Mawali after me, and my wife is barren. 
So give me from Yourself an heir.") (6. "Who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of 
Ya' qub. And make him, my Lord, one with whom You are well -pi eased I") 

The Story of Zakariyya and His Supplication for a Son The discussion 
about the separate letters has already preceded at the beginning of 

Surat Al-Baqarah. 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(A reminder of the mercy of your Lord) This means that this is a reminder of Allah's mercy upon 
His servant Zakariyya. Yahya bin Ya' mar recited it, ( ) "He has reminded of 



your Lord's mercy to His servant Zakariyya." The word Zakariyya in the Ayah has been recited 
with elongation and also shortened. Both recitations are well-known. He was a great Prophet 
from the Prophets of the Children of Israel. In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded that the Prophet 
said about Zakariyya that He was a carpenter who used to eat from what he earned with his 
own hand through carpentry. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(When he called his Lord with a call in secret.) He only made his supplication secretly because 
it is more beloved to Allah. This is similar to what Qatadah said concerning this Ayah, 



(When he called out his Lord with a call in secret. ) "Verily, Allah knows the pious heart and 
he hears the hidden voice." 



(He said: "My Lord! Indeed my bones have grown feeble...") meaning, "I have become weak and 
feeble in strength." 



(and gray hair has Ashta' al on my head,) means the gray hair has burned into the black hair. 
The intent is to inform of weakness and old age, and its external and internal traces. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and I have never been unblessed in my invocation to You, my Lord!) This means, "I have not 
experienced from You except that You would respond to my supplication and that You would 
never refuse me in whatever I ask of You." Concerning His statement, 



(And verily, I fear Mawali after me,) Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi, all said, "In saying the 
word Mawali, he (Zakariyya) meant his succeeding relatives." The reason for his fear was that 
he was afraid that the generation that would succeed him would be a wicked generation. Thus, 
he asked Allah for a son who would be a Prophet after him, who would guide them with his 
prophet hood and that which was revealed to him. In response to this I would like to point out 
that he was not afraid of them inheriting his wealth. For a Prophet is too great in status, and 
too lofty in esteem to become remorseful over his wealth in this fashion. A Prophet would not 
disdain to leave his wealth to his successive relatives, and thus ask to have a son who would 
receive his inheritance instead of them. This is one angle of argument. The second argument is 
that Allah did not mention that he (Zakariyya) was wealthy. On the contrary, he was a 



carpenter who ate from the earnings of his own hand. This type of person usually does not have 
a mass of wealth. Amassing wealth is not something normal for Prophets, for verily, they are 
the most abstentious in matters of this worldly life. The third argument is that it is confirmed 
in the Two Sahihs, in more than one narration, that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(We (the Prophets) do not leave behind inheritance (of wealth). Whatever we leave behind, 
then it is charity.) In a narration recorded by At-Tirmidhi with an authentic chain of narrations, 
he said, 



« » 

(We, Prophets do not leave behind inheritance (of wealth).) Therefore, the meaning in these 
Hadiths restricts the meaning of Zakariyya's statement, 



(So give me from yourself an heir. Who shall inherit me,) inheritance of prophethood. For this 
reason Allah said, 



(and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya' qub.) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And Sulayman inherited from Dawud.) 27:16 This means that he inherited prophethood from 
him. If this had meant wealth, he would not have been singled with it among his other 
brothers. There also would have been no important benefit in mentioning it if it was referring 
to wealth. It is already well-known and established in all of the previous laws and divinely 
revealed creeds, that the son inherits the wealth of his father. Therefore, if this was not 
referring to a specific type of inheritance, then Allah would not have mentioned it. All of this is 
supported and affirmed by what is in the authentic Hadith: 



» 



« 



(We Prophets do not leave behind any inheritance (of wealth). Whatever we leave behind, then 
it is charity.) Mujahid said concerning his statement, 



(Who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya'qub.) 19:6 "His inheritance was 
knowledge, and Zakariyya was one of the descendants of Ya'qub." Hushaym said, "Isma'il bin 
Abi Khalid informed usthat Abu Salih commented about the Ayah: 



(who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya'qub.) "He would be a Prophet like 
his forefathers were Prophets." Allah's statement, 



(and make him, my Lord, one with whom You are well -pi eased!) means "Make him pleasing to 
You (Allah) and your creation. Love him and make him beloved to your creatures, in both his 
religion and his character." 



(7. (Allah said:) "0 Zakariyya! Verily, We give you the good news of a son, whose name will be 
Yahya. We have given that name to none before (him).") 



The acceptance of His Supplication 

This statement implies what is not mentioned, that his supplication was answered. It was said 
to him, 



((Allah said:) "0 Zakariyya! Verily, We give you the glad tidings of a son, whose name will be 
Yahya...") Similarly Allah, the Exalted, said; 



(At that time Zakariyya invoked his Lord, saying: "0 my Lord! Grant me from You, a good 
offspring. You are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation." then the angels called him, while he 
was standing in prayer in the Mihrab, (saying): "Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya, confirming 
(believing in) the word from Allah, noble, keeping away from sexual relations with women, a 
Prophet, from among the righteous.") 3:38-39 Allah said, 



(We have given that name to none before (him).) Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Zayd said, "This 
means that no one had this name before him." Ibn Jarir preferred this interpretation, may Allah 
have mercy upon him. 



(8. He said: "My Lord! How can I have a son, when my wife is barren, and I have reached the 
extreme old age.") (9. He said: "Thus your Lord says: " It is easy for Me. Certainly I have created 
you before, when you had been nothing!'") 19:8-9 



His amazement after the acceptance of His Supplication 

Zakariyya was amazed when his supplication was answered and he was given the good news of 
a son. He became extremely overjoyed and asked how this child would be born to him, and in 
what manner he would come. This was particularly amazing because his wife was an old woman 
who was barren and had not given birth to any children in her entire life. Even Zakariyya 
himself had become old and advanced in years, his bones had become feeble and thin, and he 
had no potent semen or vigor for sexual intercourse. The Answer of the Angel 



(He said:) That is, the angel, in his response to Zakariyya and his was amazement. 



("Thus says your Lord: ' It is easy for Me...'") Meaning the birth of the son will be from you and 
from this wife of yours and not from any other (woman). 



(easy) Meaning, it is simple and easy for Allah to do. Then he (the angel) mentioned to him that 
which is more amazing than what he was asking about. The angel said that the Lord said, 



(Certainly I have created you before, when you had been nothing!) This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(Has there not been over man a period of time, when he was not a thing worth mentioning) 
76:1 



(10. He Zakariyya said: "My Lord! Appoint for me a sign." He said: "Your sign is that you shall 
not speak unto mankind for three nights, though having no bodily defect.") (11. Then he came 
out to his people from the Mihrab and he indicated to them by signs to glorify Allah in the 
morning and in the afternoon.) 

The Sign of the Pregnancy 

Allah, the Exalted, informed about Zakariyya that he said, 



(He (Zakariyya) said: "My Lord! Appoint for me a sign.") "Give me a sign and a proof of the 
existence of that which You have promised me, so that my soul will be at rest and my heart 
will be at ease with Your promise." Similarly Ibrahim said, 



(My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead. He (Allah) said: "Do you not believe" He said: 
"Yes (I believe), but to put my heart at ease.") 2:260 Then Allah says, 



(He said: "Your sign is...") meaning, "Your sign will be. 



(that you shall not speak unto mankind for three nights, though having no bodily defect.) 
Meaning, ' your tongue will be prevented from speaking for three nights while you are healthy 
and fit, without any sickness or illness.' Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Wahb, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and others said, "His tongue was arrested without any sickness or illness." ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "He used to recite and glorify Allah, but he was not able to 
speak to his people except by gestures. "AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn x Abbas said, 



(three nights, though having no bodily defect.) "The nights were consecutive." However, the 
first statement that is reported from him and the majority is more correct. This Ayah is similar 
to what Allah, the Exalted, said in Surah Al ' Imran, 



(He said: "O my Lord! Make a sign for me." (Allah) said "Your sign is that you shall not speak to 
mankind for three days except with signals. And remember your Lord much, and glorify (Him) 
in the afternoon and in the morning.) 3:41 This is a proof that he did not speak to his people 
for these three nights and their days as well. 



(except with signals.) Meaning, with bodily gestures, this is why Allah says in this noble Ayah, 



(Then he came out to his people from the Mihrab) referring to the place where he was given 
the good news of the child. 



(he indicated to them by signs) Meaning he made a gesture to them that was subtle and swift. 



(to glorify Allah in the morning and in the afternoon.) That they should be agreeable to what 
he was commanded to do during these three days, to increase in his deeds and gratitude to 
Allah for what He had given him. Mujahid said, 



(he indicated to them by signs) "He made a gesture." Wahb and Qatadah said the same. 



(12. (It was said to his son): "0 Yahya! Hold fast to the Scripture." And We gave him wisdom 
while yet a child.) (13. And Hananan from Us, and Zakatan, and he was pious,) (14. And dutiful 
to his parents, and he was not arrogant or disobedient.) (15. And Salam (peace) be on him the 
day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he will be raised up to life (again)!) 

The Birth of the Boy and His Characteristics 

This also implies what is not mentioned, that this promised boy was born and he was Yahya. 
There is also the implication that Allah taught him the Book, the Tawrah which they used to 
study among themselves. The Prophets who were sent to the Jews used to rule according to the 
Tawrah, as did the scholars and rabbis among them. He was still young in age when Allah gave 
him this knowledge. This is the reason that Allah mentioned it. Because of how Allah favored 
him and his parents, He says, 



(0 Yahya! Hold fast to the Scripture the Tawrah .) Means, "Learn the Book with strength." In 
other words, learn it well, with zeal and studious effort. 



(And We gave him wisdom while yet a child.) This means he was given understanding, 
knowledge, fortitude, diligence and zeal for good and the pursuit of good. He was blessed with 
these characteristics even though he was young. Allah said, 



(And (made him) Hananan from Us,) 19:13 Ali bin Abi Tal hah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(And Hananan from Us, ) "This means mercy from Us." x Ikrimah, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak all 
said the same. Ad-Dahhak added, "Mercy that no one would be able to give except Us." Qatadah 
added, "With it, Allah had mercy upon Zakariyya." Mujahid said, 



(And Hananan from Us,) "This was gentleness from His Lord upon him." The apparent meaning is 
that Allah's statement Hananan (affection, compassion) is directly related to His statement, 



(and We gave him wisdom while yet a child.) meaning, "We gave him wisdom, compassion and 
purity." This means that he was a compassionate man, who was righteous. Hanan means the 
love for affection and tenderness (towards others). Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and Zakatan,) This is related to His statement, 



(And Hananan) The word Zakah means purity from filth, wickedness and sins. Qatadah said, 
"The word Zakah means the righteous deed." Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Jurayj both said, "The 
righteous deed is the pure (Zakah) deed." AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said, 



(and Zakatan,) "This means that he was a blessing. 



(and he was pious.) 19:13 meaning that he was pure and had no inclination to do sins. Allah 
said; 



(And dutiful to his parents, and he was not arrogant or disobedient.) After Allah mentioned 
Yahya's obedience to his Lord and that Allah created him full of mercy, purity and piety, He 
attached to it his obedience to his parents and his good treatment of them. Allah mentioned 
that he refrained from disobeying them in speech, actions, commands and prohibitions. Due to 
this Allah says, 



(and he was not arrogant or disobedient.) Then, after mentioning these beautiful 
characteristics, Allah mentions his reward for this, 



(And Salam (peace) be on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he will be 
raised up to life (again)!) This means that he had security and safety in these three 
circumstances. Sufyan bin " Uyaynah said, "The loneliest that a man will ever feel is in three 
situations. The first situation is on the day that he is born, when he sees himself coming out of 
what he was in. The second situation is on the day that he dies, when he sees people that he 
will not see anymore. The third situation is on the day when he is resurrected, when he sees 
himself in the great gathering. Allah has exclusively honored Yahya, the son of Zakariyya, by 
granting him peace in these situations. Allah says, 



(And Salam (peace) be on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he will be 
raised up to life (again)!) This narration was reported by Ibn Jarir, from Ahmad bin Mansur Al- 
Marwazi, from Sadaqah bin Al-Fadl, from Sufyan bin " Uyaynah. 



(16. And mention in the Book, Maryam, when she withdrew in seclusion from her family to 
place facing east.) (17. She placed a screen before them; then We sent to her Our Ruh, and he 
appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects.) (18. She said: "Verily, I seek refuge 
with the Most Gracious (Allah) from you, if you do fear Allah.") (19. (The angel) said: "I am only 
a messenger from your Lord, (to announce) to you the gift of a righteous son.") (20. She said: 
"How can I have a son when no man has touched me, nor am I Baghiyya") (21. He said: "Thus 
says your Lord: * That is easy for Me (Allah). And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind 
and a mercy from Us (Allah), and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah)."') 



The Story of Maryam and Al-Masih (" Isa) 

After Allah, the Exalted, mentioned the story of Zakariyya, and that He blessed him with a 
righteous, purified and blessed child even in his old age while his wife was barren, He then 
mentions the story of Maryam. Allah informs of His granting her a child named ' Isa without a 
father being involved (in her pregnancy). Between these two stories there is an appropriate 
and similar relationship. Due to their closeness in meaning, Allah mentioned them here 
together, as well as in Surahs Al ' Imran and Al-Anbiya'. Allah has mentioned these stories to 
show His servants His ability, the might of His authority and that He has power over all things. 
Allah says, 



(And mention in the Book, Maryam,) She was Maryam bint " Imran from the family lineage of 
Dawud. She was from a good and wholesome family of the Children of Israel. Allah mentioned 
the story of her mother's pregnancy with her in Surah Al " Imran, and that she (Maryam's 
mother) dedicated her freely for the service of Allah. This meant that she dedicated the child 



(Maryam) to the service of the Masjid of the Sacred House (in Jerusalem). Thus, they 
(Zakariyya, Maryam's mother and Maryam) were similar in that aspect. 



(So her Lord (Allah) accepted her with goodly acceptance. He made her grow in a good 
manner.) 3:37 Thus, Maryam was raised among the Children of Israel in an honorable way. She 
was one of the female worshippers, well-known for her remarkable acts of worship, devotion 
and perseverance. She lived under the care of her brother-in-law, Zakariyya, who was a 
Prophet of the Children of Israel at that time. He was a great man among them, whom they 
would refer to in their religious matters. Zakariyya saw astonishing miracles occur from her 
that amazed him. 



(Every time Zakaiyya entered the Mihrab to (visit) her, he found her supplied with sustenance. 
He said: "0 Maryam! From where have you got this" She said, "This is from Allah." Verily, Allah 
provides to whom He wills, without limit.) 3:37 It has been mentioned that he would find her 
with winter fruit during the summer and summer fruit during the winter. This has already been 
explained in Surah Al ' Imran. Then, when Allah wanted to grant her His servant and Messenger, 
* Isa, one of the five Great Messengers. 



(she withdrew in seclusion from her family to place facing east.) 19:16 This means that she 
withdrew from them and secluded herself from them. She went to the eastern side of the 
Sacred Masjid (in Jerusalem). It is reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Verily, I am the most 
knowledgeable of Allah's creation of why the Christians took the east as the direction of 
devotional worship. They did because of Allah's statement, 



(When she withdrew in seclusion from her family to a place facing east.) Therefore, they took 
the birthplace of ' Isa as their direction of worship." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(She placed a screen before them;) This means that she hid herself from them and concealed 
herself. Then, Allah sent Jibril to her. 



(and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects.) 19:17 This means that he 
came to her in the form of a perfect and complete man. Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn 
Jurayj , Wahb bin Munabbih and As-Suddi all commented on Allah's statement, 



(then We sent to her Our Run,) "It means Jibril." 



(She said: "Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from you, if you do fear Allah.") This 
means that when the angel (Jibril) appeared to her in the form of a man, while she was in a 
place secluded by herself with a partition between her and her people, she was afraid of him 
and thought that he wanted to rape her. Therefore, she said, 



(Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from you, if you do fear Allah.) She meant, "If you 
fear Allah," as a means of reminding him of Allah. This is what is legislated in defense against 
(evil), so that it may be repulsed with ease. Therefore, the first thing she did wastry to make 
him fear Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. Ibn Jarir reported from ' Asim that Abu Wa'il said when 
mentioning the story of Maryam, "She knew that the pious person would refrain (from 
committing evil) when she said, 



("Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from you, if you do fear Allah." He said: "I am 
only a messenger from your Lord...") This means that the angel said to her in response, and in 
order to remove the fear that she felt within herself, "I am not what you think, but I am the 
messenger of your Lord." By this he meant, "Allah has sent me to you." It is said that when she 
mentioned the (Name of the) Most Beneficent (Ar-Rahman), Jibril fell apart and returned to his 
true form (as an angel). He responded, ( ) " I am only a messenger 

from your Lord, to provide to you the gift of a righteous son.' 



(She said: "How can I have a son...") This means that Maryam was amazed at this. She said, 
"How can I have a son" She said this to mean, "In what way would a son be born to me when I 
do not have a husband and I do not commit any wicked acts (i.e. fornication)" For this reason 
she said, 



(when no man has touched me, nor am I Baghiyya) The Baghiyy is a female fornicator. For this 
reason, a Hadith has been reported prohibiting the money earned from Baghiyy. 



(He said: "Thus said your Lord: 'That is easy for Me (Allah)...") This means that the angel said 
to her in response to her question, "Verily, Allah has said that a boy will be born from you even 
though you do not have a husband and you have not committed any lewdness. Verily, He is Most 
Able to do whatever He wills." Due to this, he (Jibril) conveyed Allah's Words, 



(And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind) This means a proof and a sign for mankind 
of the power of their Maker and Creator, Who diversified them in their creation. He created 
their father, Adam, without a male (father) or female (mother). Then, He created Hawwa' 
(Adam's spouse) from a male (father) without a female (mother). Then, He created the rest of 
their progeny from male and female, except " Isa. He caused * Isa to be born from a female 
without a male. Thus, Allah completed the four types of creation (of the human being), which 
proves the perfection of His power and the magnificence of His authority. There is no god 
worthy of worship except Him and there is no true Lord other than Him. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(and a mercy from Us,) This means, "We will make this boy a mercy from Allah and a Prophet 
from among the Prophets. He will call to the worship of Allah and monotheistic belief in Him. 
This is as Allah, the Exalted, said in another Ayah, 



((Remember) when the angels said: "0 Maryam! Verily, Allah gives you the good news of a Word 
from Him, his name will be Al-Masih, ' Isa, the son of Maryam, held in honor in this world and in 
the Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to Allah. And he will speak to the people, 
in the cradle and in manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.) 3:45-46 This means that 
he will call to the worship of his Lord in his cradle and while and adult. Concerning His 
statement, 



(and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah).) This is the completion of Jibril's dialogue with 
Maryam. He informed her that this matter was preordained by Allah's power and will. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 



(and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah).) "This means that Allah determined to do this, 
so there is no avoiding it." 



(22. 3d she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a remote place.) (23. And the pains 
of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a date palm. She said: "Would that I had died before 
this, and had been forgotten and out of sight!") 



The Conception and the Birth 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about Maryam that when Jibril had spoken to her about what Allah 
said, she accepted the decree of Allah. Many scholars of the predecessors (Salaf) have 
mentioned that at this point the angel (who was Jibril) blew into the opening of the garment 
that she was wearing. Then the breath descended until it entered into her vagina and she 
conceived the child by the leave of Allah. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "When she conceived him 
and filled her water jug (at a well), she returned (to her people). After this, her menstrual 
bleeding ceased and she experienced what the pregnant woman experiences of sickness, 
hunger, change of color and there was even a change in the manner of her speech. After this, 
no people came to visit any house like they did the house of Zakariyya. The word spread among 
the Children of Israel and the people were saying, 'Verily, her partner (in fornication) was 
Yusuf, because there was no one else in the temple with her except him.' So she hid herself 
from the people and placed a veil between herself and them. No one saw her and she did not 
see anyone else." Allah said; 



(And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a date palm.) This means that her pains 
of labor compelled her to go to the trunk of a date-palm tree that was at the place where she 
had secluded herself. The scholars differed over its location. As-Suddi said, "Her place of 
seclusion was to the east and that was where she would pray at the Sacred House of 



Jerusalem." Wahb bin Munabbih said, "She ran away and when she reached an area between 
Ash-Sham and Egypt, she was overcome by labor pains." In another narration from Wahb, he 
said, "This took place eight miles from the Sacred House of Jerusalem in a village that was 
known as Bayt Al-Lahm (Bethlehem)." I say, there are Hadiths about the Isra' (Night Journey of 
the Prophet ) that are reported by An-Nasa'i on the authority of Anas, and Al-Bayhaqi on the 
authority of Shadad bin Aws, that say that this took place at Bait Al-Lahm. Allah knows best. 
This is what is well known that the people all relate from each other. The Christians have no 
doubt held that the place of this occurrence was Bethlehem and this is what all the people 
relate. It has been related in a Hadith also, if the Hadith is authentic. Allah says, informing 
about her, 



(She said: "Would that I had died before this, and had been forgotten and out of sight!") In this 
is an evidence of the permissibility to wish for death when a calamity strikes. She knew that 
she was going to be tested with the birth, the people would not assist her, and they would not 
believe her story. After she was known as a devout worshipper among them, they now thought 
that she had become a fornicating whore. She said, 



(Would that I had died before this,) She said this to mean before this situation. 



(and I had been forgotten and out of sight!) This means, "I wish I had not been created and I 
was nothing." This was mentioned by Ibn 'Abbas. Qatadah said, 



(and I had been forgotten and out of sight!) "This means something unknown, forgotten and no 
one knew who I was." 



(24. Then he cried unto her from below her, saying: "Grieve not: your Lord has provided a Sariy 
under you.") (25. "And shake the trunk of date palm towards you, it will let fall fresh ripe dates 
upon you.") (26. "3d eat and drink and rejoice. And if you see any human being, say: 'Verily, I 
have vowed a fast for the Most Gracious so I shall not speak to any human being today.,") 

What was said to Her after the Birth Some reciters read the Ayah 

as,( ) 

Who was below her) Meaning the one who was below her called to her. Others recited it as, 



(from below her) With the meaning of a preposition (from) instead of a pronoun (who). The 
scholars of Tafsir have differed over the interpretation of who was calling out. Al-' Awfi and 
others reported from Ibn * Abbasthat he said, 



(Then cried unto her from below her,) "This is referring to Jibrilbecause " Isa did not speak until 
she brought him to her people." Similarly, Sa* id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, ' Amr bin Maymun, As- 
Suddi and Qatadah all said, "Verily, this is referring to the angel Jibril." This means that he 
(Jibril) called out to her from the bottom of the valley. Mujahid said, 



(Then cried unto her from below her,) "This is referring to ' Isa bin Maryam." Likewise, ' Abdur- 
Razzaq reported from Ma' mar that Qatadah said that Al-Hasan said, "This is referring to her son 
C Isa)." This is also one of the two opinions reported from Sa' id bin Jubayr -- that it was her 
son, ' Isa, speaking. Sa' id said, "Have you not heard Allah saying, 



(Then she pointed to him.) Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir preferred thisopinion in his Tafsir, Allah said, 



(Grieve not:) He called to her saying, "Do not grieve." 



(your Lord has provided a Sariy under you.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri and Shu' bah reported from Abu 
Ishaq that Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said, s 



(your Lord has provided a Sariy under you.) "This means a small stream." Likewise, " AM bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Sariy means a river." * Amr bin Maymun held the same 
view, as he said, "It means a river for her to drink from." Mujahid said, "It means river in the 
Syrian language." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Sariy is a small flowing river." Others said that Sariy 
refers to ' Isa. This was said by Al-Hasan, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Muhammad bin ' Abbad bin Ja' far, 
and it is one of the two opinions reported from Qatadah. It is also the view of ' Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam. However, the first view seems to be the most obvious meaning. For this 
reason, Allah said after it, 



(And shake the trunk of date palm towards you,) meaning, "Grab the trunk of the date-palm 
tree and shake it towards yourself." Therefore, Allah blessed her by giving her food and drink. 
Then He said, 



(It will let fall fresh ripe dates upon you. So eat and drink and rejoice.) Meaning to be happy. 
This is why ' Amr bin Maymun said, "Nothing is better for the woman confined in childbed than 
dried dates and fresh dates." Then he recited this noble Ayah. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And if you see any human being,) This means any person that you see, 



(Say: 'Verily, I have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious (Allah) so I shall not speak to any 
human being today.') Meaning, by signaling with gestures, not a statement by speech. This is so 
that she does not negate her oath itself, 



(so I shall not speak to any human being today. ) Anas bin Malik commented on, 



(I have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious) He said; "A vow of silence." Likewise said Ibn 
' Abbas and Ad-Dahhak. The meaning here is that in their Law, when fasting, it was forbidden 
for them to eat and speak. As-Suddi, Qatadah and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd have all stated this 
view. x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, "When ' Isa said to Maryam, 



(Grieve not) She said, ' How can I not grieve when you are with me and I have no husband nor 
am I an owned slave woman What excuse do I have with the people Woe unto me, if I had only 
died before this, and had been a thing forgotten and unknown.' Then, ' Isa said to her, " I will 
suffice you with a statement, 



(And if you see any human being, say: ' Verily, I have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious so I 
shall not speak to any human being this day.')' All of this is from the speech of x Isa to his 
mother." Wahb said the same as well. 



(27. Then she brought him to her people, carrying him. They said: "0 Mary! Indeed you have 
brought a thing Fariy.") (28. "0 sister of Harun! Your father was not a man who used to commit 
adultery, nor your mother was an unchaste woman.") (29. Then she pointed to him. They said: 
"How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle") (30. He said: "Verily, I am a servant of 
Allah, He has given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet;") (31. "And He has made me 
blessed wherever I be, and has enjoined on me Awsani Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.") 
(32. "And to be dutiful to my mother, and made me not arrogant, unblessed.") (33. "And Salam 
(peace) be upon me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be raised alive!") 

Maryam with Al-Masih before the People, Their Rejection of Her 

and His Reply to Them 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of Maryam's situation when she was commanded to fast that day 
and not to speak to any human being. For verily, her affair would be taken care of and her 
proof would be established. Thus, she accepted the command of Allah and she readily received 
His decree. She took her child and brought him to her people, carrying him. When they saw her 
like thisthey made a big deal about her situation and they sternly protested against of it, and 



(They said: "O Mary! Indeed you have brought a thing Fariy.") Fariy means a mighty thing. This 
was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Nawf Al-Bikali 
that he said, "Her people went out searching for her, she was from a family that was blessed 
with prophethood and nobility. However, they could not find any trace of her. They came 
across a cow herder and they asked him, ' Have you seen a girl whose description is such and 
such' He replied, ' No, but tonight I saw my cows doing something that I've never seen them do 
before.' They asked, 'What did you see' He said, 'Tonight I saw them prostrating in the 
direction of that valley.'" ' Abdullah bin Ziyad said (adding to the narration), "I memorized from 
Sayyar that he (the cattle herder) said, 'I saw a radiant light.' " So they went towards the 
direction that he told him, and Maryam was coming towards them from that direction. When 
she saw them she sat down and she was holding her child in her lap. They came towards her 
until they were standing over her. 



(They said: "0 Mary! Indeed you have brought a mighty thing (Fariy).") This means it was a 
mighty thing that she had brought. 



(0 sister of Harun!) This means, "Oone resembling Harun (Aaron) in worship. 



(Your father was not a man who used to commit adultery, nor your mother was an unchaste 
woman.) They meant, "You are from a good, pure family, well-known for its righteousness, 
worship and abstinence from worldy indulgence. How could you do such a thing" Al i bin Abi 
Talhah and As-Suddi both said, "It was said to her, 



(0 sister of Harun!) referring to the brother of Musa, because she was of his descendants. This 
is similar to the saying, " brother of Tamim,' to one who is from the Tamimi tribe, and ' 
brother of Mudar,' to one who is from the Mudari tribe. It has also been said that she was 
related to a righteous man among them whose name was Harun and she was comparable to him 
in her abstinence and worship. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then she pointed to him. They said: "How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle") This 
is what took place while they were in doubt about her situation, condeming her circumstances, 
saying what they wanted to say. At that time they were slandering her and falsely accusing her 
of a horrendous act. On that day she was fasting and keeping silent. Therefore, she referred all 
speech to him (the child) and she directed them to his address and speech to them. They 
scoffed at her because they thought that she was mocking at them and playing with them. 
They said, 



(How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle) Maymun bin Mahran said, 



(Then she pointed to him.) "She indicated, ' Speak to him.' They then said, 'After she has come 
to us with this calamity, she now commands us to speak to one who is a child in the cradle!'" 
As-Suddi said, "When she pointed to him they became angry and said, ' Her mocking us, to the 
extent of commanding usto speak to thischild, isworse to usthan her fornication.' " 



(They said: "How can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle") This means, "How can 
someone speak who is in his cradle, in the state of infancy and a child" x Isa said, 



(Verily, I am a servant of Allah,) The first thing that he said was a declaration of the lofty 
honor of his Lord and His being free of having a child. Also, he affirmed that he himself was a 
worshipper of his Lord. Allah said, 



(He has given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet.) This was a declaration of innocence 
for his mother from the immorality that was attributed to her. Nawf Al-Bikali said, "When they 
said what they said to his mother, he (" Isa) was nursing from her breast. At their statement he 
released the breast from his mouth and reclined on his left saying, 



(Verily, I am a servant of Allah, He has given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet.) And he 
continued speaking until he said, 



(as long as I live.)" Concerning his statement, 



(And He has made me blessed wherever I be,) Mujahid, " Amr bin Qays and Ath-Thawri all said 
that this means, "And He made me a teacher of goodness." In another narration from Mujahid, 
he said, "A person of great benefit." Ibn Jarir reported from Wuhayb bin Al-Ward, a freed slave 
of the Bani Makhzum tribe, that he said, "A scholar met another scholar who had more 
knowledge than himself. So he said to him, ' May Allah have mercy upon you, what acts of mine 
should I perform openly' The other replied, 'Commanding good and forbidding evil, for verily, 
it is the religion of Allah, which He sent His Prophets with to His servants.' The scholars have 
indeed agreed upon the statement of Allah, 



(And He has made me blessed wherever I be,) Then it was said, 'What was his blessing' He 
(Wuhayb) replied, ' Commanding good and forbidding evil wherever he was.' " His saying, 



(and He has enjoined on me Awsani Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.) This is similar to the 
statement of Allah to Muhammad , 



(And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the certainty (i.e. death).) 15:99 ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Al-Qasim reported from Malik bin Anas that he commented on Allah's statement, 



(and He has enjoined on me Awsani Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.) He said, "Allah 
informed him of what would be of his affair until his death. This is the firmest evidence against 
the people who deny Allah's preordained decree." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And to be dutiful to my mother.) This means, "He (Allah) has commanded me to treat my 
mother well." He mentioned this after mentioning obedience to his Lord, Allah. This is because 
Allah often combines the command to worship Him with obedience to the parents. This is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be dutiful to your 
parents.) 17:23 And He, the Exalted, said, 



(Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) 31:14 Concerning 
his statement, 



(and He made me not arrogant, unblessed.) This means, "He (Allah) has not made me too proud 
or arrogant to worship Him, obey Him and be dutiful to my mother, and thus be unblessed." 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And Salam (peace) be upon me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be 
raised alive!) This is his affirmation that * he is a worshipper of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, 
and that he is a creature created by Allah. He (" Isa) will live, die and be resurrected, just like 
the other creatures that Allah has created. However, he will have peace in these situations, 
which are the most difficult situations for Allah's creatures.' May Allah's peace and blessings be 
upon him. 



(34. Such is ' Isa, son of Maryam. Qawlal-Haqq it is a statement of truth about which they 
doubt (or dispute).) (35. It befits not (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. 
Glorified be He. When He decrees a thing, He only saysto it: "Be!" -- and it is.) (36. ' Isa said : 
"And verily, Allah is my Lord and your Lord. So worship Him. That is the straight path.") (37. 
Then the sects differed, so woe unto the disbelievers from the meeting of a great Day.) 

' Isa is the Servant of Allah and not His Son 

Allah, the Exalted, saysto His Messenger Muhammad , * This is the story which We have related 
to you about * Isa,' upon him be peace. 



((It is) a statement of truth about which they doubt.) IThis means that the people of falsehood 
and the people of truth are in disagreement, of those who believe in him and those who 
disbelieve believe in him. For this reason most of the reciters recited this Ayah with Qawlul- 
Haqq (statement of truth) as the subject, referring to ' Isa himself. 'Asim and 'Abdullah bin 
'Amir both recited it Qawlal-Haqq (statement of truth) referring to the story in its entirety 
that the people differed about. It is reported from Ibn Mas' ud that he recited it as Qalal- 
Haqqa, which means that he (' Isa) said the truth. The recitation of the Ayah with the Qawlul- 
Haqq being the subject referring to 'Isa, is the most apparent meaning grammatically. It has 
support for it in the statement of Allah after the story of ' Isa , 



((This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not of those who doubt.) 3:60 When Allah mentioned 
that He created him as a servant and a Prophet, He extolled Himself, the Most Holy, by saying, 



(It befits not (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. Glorified be He.) Means glory 
be unto Him, He is far exalted above that which these ignorant, wrongdoing, transgressing 
people say about Him. 



(When He decrees a thing, He only saysto it: "Be!" -- and it is.) Whenever He wants something, 
He merely commands it and it happens as He wills. This is as Allah says, 



(Verily, the likeness of " Isa before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, 
then said to him: "Be" -- and he was. (This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not of those who 
doubt.) 3:59-60 

' Isa commanded the Worship of Allah Alone, then the People 

differed after Him 

Allah said; 



(And verily, Allah is my Lord and your Lord. So- worship Him. That is the straight path.) Among 
those things which ' Isa said to his people while he was in his cradle is that Allah was his Lord 
and their Lord, and he commanded them to worship Him alone. He said, 



(So worship Him. That is the straight path.) Meaning, "That which I have come to you with from 
Allah is the straight path." This means that the path is correct; whoever follows it will be 
rightly guided and whoever opposes it will deviate and go astray. Allah's statement, 



(Then the sects differed,) means that the opinions of the People of the Book differed 
concerning " Isa even after the explanation of his affair and the clarification of his situation. 
They disagreed about his being the servant of Allah, His Messenger, and His Word that He cast 
upon Maryam and a spirit from Himself. So a group of them -- who were the majority of the 



Jews (may Allah's curses be upon them) -- determined that he was a child of fornication and 
that his speaking in his cradle was merely sorcery. Another group said that it was Allah Who 
was speaking (not " Isa). Others said that he f Isa) was the son of Allah. Some said that he was 
the third part of a divine trinity with Allah. Yet, others said that he was the servant of Allah 
and His Messenger. This latter view is the statement of truth, which Allah guided the believers 
to. A report similar with this meaning has been reported from " Amr bin Maymun, Ibn Jurayj, 
Qatadah and others from the Salaf (predecessors) and the Khalaf (later generations). Allah 
said, 



(so woe unto the disbelievers from the meeting of a great Day.) This is a threat and severe 
warning for those who lie about Allah, invent falsehood and claim that He (Allah) has a son. 
However, Allah has given them respite until the Day of Resurrection, and He has delayed their 
term out of gentleness and confident reliance upon His divine decree overcoming them. Verily, 
Allah does not hasten the affair of those who disobey Him. This has been related in a Hadith 
collected in the Two Sahihs, 



« » 

(Verily, Allah gives respite to the wrongdoer until He seizes him and he will not be able to 
escape Him.) Then, the Messenger of Allah recited the Ayah, 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He punishes the towns while they are doing wrong. 
Verily, His punishment is painful, (and) severe.) 11:102 In the Two Sahihs it is also reported 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(No one is more patient with something harmful that he hears than Allah. Verily, they attribute 
to Him a son, while He isthe One Who providesthem sustenance and good health.) Allah says, 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then I punished it. 
And to me isthe (final) return (of all).) 22:48 Allah, the Exalted, also says, 



(Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the wrongdoers do, but He gives them respite 
up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) 14:42 This isthe reason that Allah says here, 



(So woe unto the disbelievers from the meeting of a great Day.) referring to the Day of 
Resurrection. It has been related in an authentic Hadith that is agreed upon (in Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim), on the authority of ' Ubadah bin As-Samit who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Whoever testifies that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone, Who has no 
partners, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, and that ' Isa was Allah's servant 
and Messenger, and His Word that He cast upon Maryam, and a spirit from Him, and that 
Paradise and Hell are both real, then Allah will admit him into Paradise regardless of whatever 
he did.) 



(38. How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us! But the 
wrongdoers today are in plain error.) (39. And warn them of the Day of grief and regrets, when 
the case has been decided, while (now) they are in a state of carelessness, and they believe 
not.) (40. Verily, We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is thereon. And to Us they all shall 
be returned.) 

The Disbeliever's warning of the Day of Distress 

Allah, the Exalted, says informing about the disbelievers on the Day of Resurrection that they 
will be made to have the clearest hearing and sight. This is as Allah says, 



(And if you only could see when the criminals hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Our 
Lord! We have now seen and heard.") 32:12 They will say that when it will not benefit them, 
nor will it be of any use to them. If they had used these senses properly before seeing the 
torment, then it would have brought them some benefit and saved them from the Allah's 
punishment. This is why Allah says, 



(How clearly will they (disbelievers) see and hear,) This means that no one will hear and see 
better than they will. 



(the day when they will appear before Us.) The Day of Resurrection. 



(But the wrongdoers today are...) now, in the life of thisworld, 



(...in plain error.) They do not hear, see or think. When they are requested to follow guidance, 
they are not guided and they succumb to those things that do not benefit them. Then, Allah 
says, 



(And warn them of the Day of grief and regrets,) warn the creation of the Day of Distress, 



(when the case has been decided,) when the people of Paradise and the people of Hell will be 
sorted out, and everyone will reach his final abode which he was destined to remain in forever. 



(while (now) they are) today, in the present life of this world, 



(in a state of carelessness.) with the warning of the Day of grief and regret, they are heedless. 



(and they believe not.) meaning they do not believe that it is true. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu Sa' id said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When the people of Paradise enter Paradise and the people of the Hellfire enter the Hellfire, 
death will be brought in the form of a handsome ram and it will be placed between Paradise 
and the Hellfire. Then, it will be said, "O people of Paradise, do you know what this is" Then, 



they will turn their gazes and look, and they will say, "Yes, this is death." Then, it will be said, 
"0 people of the Hellfire, do you know what this is" Then, they will turn their gazes and look, 
and they will say, "Yes, this is death." Then, the order will be given for it to be slaughtered and 
it will be said, "0 people of Paradise, eternity and no more death, O people of Hellfire, 
eternity and no more death.") Then the Messenger of Allah recited the Ayah, 



(And warn them of the Day of grief and regret, when the case has been decided, while (now) 
they are in a state of carelessness, and they believe not.) Then, the Messenger of Allah made a 
gesture with his hand and said, 

« » 

(The people of this life are in the state of heedlessness of this life.) Thus recorded Imam 
Ahmad and it was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in their Sahihswith wording similar 
to this. It is reported from 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud that he mentioned a story in which he said, 
"There is not a soul except that it will see a residence in Paradise and a residence in the 
Hellfire, and this will be the Day of distress. 3d the people of the Hellfire will see the residence 
that Allah prepared for them if they had believed. Then, it will be said to them, ' If you had 
believed and worked righteous deeds, you would have had this, which you see in Paradise.' 
Then, they will be overcome with distress and grief. Likewise, the people of Paradise will see 
the residence that is in the Hellfire and it will be said to them, ' If Allah had not bestowed His 
favor upon you (this would have been your place).' " Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is thereon. And to Us they all shall be 
returned.) Allah is informing that He is the Creator, the Owner and the Controller of all 
matters. All of the creation will be destroyed and only He, the Most High and Most Holy, will 
remain. There is no one who can claim absolute ownership and control of affairs besides Him. 
He is the Inheritor of all His creation. He is the Eternal, Who will remain after they are gone 
and He is the Judge of their affairs. Therefore, no soul will be done any injustice, nor wronged 
even the weight of a mosquito or an atom. Ibn Abi Hatim recor- ded that Hazm bin Abi Hazm 
Al-Quta' i said, "" Umar bin " Abdul-Aziz wrote to ' Abdul-Hamid bin ' Abdur-Rahman, who was 
the governor of Kufah: 'Thus, to proceed: Verily, Allah prescribed death for His creatures when 
He created them and He determined their final destination. He said in that which He revealed 
in His truthful Book, which He guarded with His knowledge and made His angels testify to its 
preservation, that He will inherit the earth and all who are on it, and they will all be returned 
to Him."' 



(41 . And mention in the Book, Ibrahim. Verily, he was a man of truth, a Prophet.) (42. When he 
said to his father: "0 my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees not and cannot 
avail you in anything") (43. "O my father! Verily, there has come to me the knowledge of that 
which came not unto you. 3d follow me, I will guide you to the straight path.") (44. "0 my 
father! Worship not Shaytan. Verily, Shaytan has been a rebel against the Most Gracious.") (45. 
"O my father! Verily, I fear lest a torment from the Most Gracious should overtake you, so that 
you become a companion of Shaytan.") 



Ibrahim's Admonition of His Father 

Allah, the Exalted, tells His Prophet, Muhammad , 



(And mention in the Book, Ibrahim.) "Recite this to your people who are worshipping idols and 
mention to them what happened with Ibrahim, the intimate Friend (Khalil) of the Most 
Beneficent. These idol worshippers (Arabs) are his descendants and they claim to follow his 
religion. Inform them that he was a truthful Prophet. Tell them about what took place with his 
father and how he forbade him from worshipping idols." Ibrahim said, 



(0 my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in 
anything) Meaning that these idols will not benefit you, nor can they protect you from any 
harm. 



(0 my father! Verily, there has come to me the knowledge of that which came not unto you.) 
This means, "Even though I am from your loins and you see me as inferior to you because I am 
your son, know that I have received knowledge from Allah that you do not know and it has not 
reached you." 



(So follow me, I will guide you to the straight path.) meaning, "a straight path that will carry 
you to the desired objective and save you from that which is dreaded (Hell)." 



(0 my father! Worship not Shaytan.) This is means, "Do not obey him by worshipping these 
idols. He invites to this (idolatry) and he is pleased with it." This is as Allah says, 



(Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is 
a plain enemy to you.) 36:60 Allah also says, 



(They invoke nothing but females idols besides Him (Allah), and they invoke nothing but 
Shaytan, a persistent rebel!) 4:117 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Shaytan has been a rebel against the Most Gracious.) This means obstinate and too 
arrogant to obey his Lord. Therefore, Allah expelled him and made him an outcast. Therefore, 
"do not follow him or you will become like him. " 



(0 my father! Verily, I fear lest a torment from the Most Gracious should overtake you,) 
"because of your associating partners with Allah and your disobedience in what I am 
commanding you with." 



(so that you become a companion of Shaytan.) This means, "there will be no one who will 
protect you, or help you, or assist you, except Iblis. However, neither he, nor anyone else, has 
any power over the outcome of matters. Following him will only cause you to be surrounded by 
the torment (of Allah)." This is as Allah says, 



(By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you, but Shaytan made their 
deeds fair seeming to them. So he is their helper today (in this world), and theirs will be a 
painful torment.) 16:63 



(46. He (the father) said: "Do you revile my gods, Ibrahim If you stop not (this), I will 
La'arjumannak. So get away from me Maliyan.") (47. Ibrahim said: "Peace be on you! I will ask 
forgiveness of my Lord for you. Verily, He is unto me Hafiyyan.) (48. And I shall turn away from 
you and from those whom you invoke besides Allah. And I shall call upon my Lord, and I 
certainly hope that I shall not be unblessed in my invocation to my Lord.") 



The Reply of Ibrahim's Father 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of the reply of Ibrahim's father to his son, Ibrahim, in reference to 
what he was calling him to. He said, 



(Do you revile my gods, Ibrahim) This means, "If you do not want to worship them (the idols) 
and you are not pleased with them, then at least stop cursing, abusing, and reviling them. For 
verily, if you do not cease, I will punish you, curse you and revile you." This is the meaning of 
his statement; 



(La'arjumannaka.) Ibn 'Abbas, As-Suddi, Ibn Jurayj, Ad-Dahhak and others said this. Concerning 
Misstatement, 



(So get away from me Maliyan.) Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa id bin Jubayr and Mujahid bin Ishaq all 
said, "Maliyan means forever." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "For a long time." As-Suddi said, 



(So get away from me safely Maliyan. ) "This means forever." AM bin Abi Talhah and AI-* Awfi 
both reported that Ibn " Abbas said, 



(So get away from me safely Maliyan.) "This means to go away in peace and safety before you 
are afflicted with a punishment from me." Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, 'Atiyah Al-Jadali, Malik and 
others said the same. This is also the view preferred by Ibn Jarir. 



The Reply of Allah's Friend (Khalil) 

With this, Ibrahim said to his father, 



(Peace be on you!) This is as Allah said concerning the description of the believers, 



(and when the foolish address them (with bad words) they say, "Salaman peace .") 25:63 
Allah also says, 



(And when they hear Al-Laghw (false speech), they withdraw from it and say: "To us our deeds, 
and to you your deeds. Peace be to you. We seek not (the way of) the ignorant.") 28:55 The 
meaning of Ibrahim's statement to his father, 



(Peace be on you!) "You will not receive any insult or harm from me." This is due to the respect 
and honor of fatherhood. 



(I will ask forgiveness of my Lord for you.) meaning "But, I will ask Allah to guide you and 
forgive you for your sin." 



(Verily, He is unto me Hafiyya.) Ibn 'Abbas and others said that Hafiyyan means, "Kind." 
Meaning, "since He guided me to worship Him and direct my religious devotion to Him alone." 
As-Suddi said, "Al-Hafi is One Who is concerned with his (Ibrahim's) affair." Thus, Ibrahim sought 
forgiveness for his father for a very long time, even after he migrated to Ash-Sham. He 
continued to seek forgiveness for him even after building the Sacred Masjid (in Makkah) and 
after the birth of histwo sons, Isma' il and Ishaq. Thiscan be seen in his statement, 



(Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on the Day when the reckoning 
will be established.) 14:41 From this tradition, during the beginning stages of Islam, the 
Muslims used to seek forgiveness for their relatives and their family members who were 
polytheists. They did this following the way of Ibrahim, the Khalil (Friend) of Allah, until Allah 
revealed, 



(Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when they 
said to their people: "Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allah.") 
60:4 Until Allah's statement, 



(Except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: "Verily, I will ask forgiveness (from Allah) for you, 
but I have no power to do anything for you before Allah.") 60:4 meaning, except for this 
statement, so do not follow it. Then Allah explains that Ibrahim abandoned this statement and 
retracted it. Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
idolators.) 9:113 Until Allah's statement, 



(And Ibrahim's invoking for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he had made 
to him. But when it became clear to him that he is an enemy of Allah, he dissociated himself 
from him. Verily, Ibrahim was Awwah, forbearing.) 9:114 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And I shall turn away from you and from those whom you invoke besides Allah. And I shall call 
upon my Lord,) This means, "And I worship my Lord alone, associating no partners with Him." 



(I certainly hope that I shall not be unblessed in my invocation to my Lord. ) The word 'Asa (I 
hope) here means that which will necessarily occur and not that which is hoped for from the 
impossible. For verily, he (Ibrahim) is the leader of the Prophets other than Muhammad . 



(49. 3d when he had turned away from them and from those whom they worshipped besides 
Allah, We gave him Ishaq and Ya' qub, and each one of them We made a Prophet.) (50. And We 
gave them of Our mercy, and We granted them Sdqin ' Aliyyan on the tongues.) 



Allah gave Ibrahim Ishaq and Ya qub 

Allah, the Exalted, says that when the Friend of Allah (Ibrahim) withdrew from his father and 
his people for the sake of Allah, Allah gave him in exchange those who were better than them. 
He gave him Ishaq (Isaac) and Ya' qub (Jacob), meaning his son, Ishaq, and Ishaq'sson, Ya' qub. 
This is as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(and Ya' qub, a grandson.) 21:72 Also, Allah says, 



(and after Ishaq, of Ya'qub.) 11:71 There is no difference of opinion about Ishaq being the 
father of Ya' qub. This is what is recorded in the Qur'an in Surah Al-Baqarah. 



(Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya' qub When he said unto his sons, "What will 
you worship after me" They said, "We shall worship your God the God of your fathers, Ibrahim, 
Ism a* il and Ishaq.") 2:133 Allah only mentioned Ishaq and Ya' qub here to show that He made 
Prophets from among his descendants and successors in order to give him relief and happiness 
in his life. This is why Allah says, 



(and each one of them We made a Prophet.) 19:49 If Ya' qub had not become a Prophet in the 
lifetime of Ibrahim, then Allah would not have limited the promise of prophet hood to him, but 
He would have mentioned his son Yusuf as well. For verily, Yusuf was also a Prophet, just as 
the Messenger of Allah said in a Hadith whose authenticity is agreed upon, when he was asked 
who was the best of people. He said, 



» 



« 



(The Prophet of Allah, Yusuf, the son of the Prophet of Allah Ya' qub, the son of the Prophet of 
Allah Ishaq, the son of the Friend of Allah Ibrahim.) In another wording of this Hadith, he said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the noble one is the son of the noble one, who is the son of the noble one, who is the 
son of the noble one. That is Yusuf, the son of Ya' qub, the son of Ishaq, the son of Ibrahim.) 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And We gave them of Our mercy, and We granted Sdqin * Aliyyan on the tongues. ) ' Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Sdqin 'Aliyyan means the good praise." As-Suddi and 
Malik bin Anas said the same thing. Ibn Jarir said, "Allah only said 'Aliyyan (loftiness, exalted) 
because all of the religions commend them and mention them with praises, may Allah's peace 
and blessing be upon them all." 



(51. And mention in the Book, Musa. Verily, he wasMukhlasan and he was a Messenger, (and) a 
Prophet.) (52. And We called him from the right side of the Mount (Tur), and made him draw 
near to Us for a talk with him.) (53. And We granted him his brother Harun, (also) a Prophet, 
out of Our mercy.) 



Mentioning Musa and Harun 

After Allah had mentioned Ibrahim, the Friend of Allah, and commended him, he next 
mentioned Al-Kalim (the one spoken to by Allah directly). Allah said, 



(And mention in the Book, Musa. Verily, he was Mukhlasan) Ath-Thawri reported from 'Abdul- 
Aziz bin RafT , from Abu Lubabah that he said, "The Disciples (of " Isa) said, ' Spirit of Allah, 
inform us about the one who is Mukhlis (purely devoted) to Allah.' He said, * That is one who 
does a deed solely for Allah and he does not like for the people to praise him.'" Others recited 
the word as Mukhlas, which means that he was chosen. This is as Allah says, 



(Verily, I have chosen you above men.) 7:144 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet.) Allah combined these two descriptions for him. For 
verily, he was one of the greatest Messengers and one of the five Messengers of 9rong Will. 
They are Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, ' Isa and Muhammad. May the blessings of Allah be upon them 
and all of the Prophets. Allah said, 



(And We called him from the side of the Tur.) means Mount 



(right) It was on the right side of Musa when he went seeking a burning wood from that fire. He 
saw its glow in the distance, so he set out towards it and found it on the right side of the 
mountain from his direction, at the edge of the valley that he was in. This is when Allah, the 



Exalted, spoke to him and called out to him. Allah summoned him to come near and He 
conversed Ayah with him. Concerning His statement, 



(And We granted him his brother Harun, (also) a Prophet, out of Our mercy.) This means, "We 
responded to his request and his plea on behalf of his brother and We made him a Prophet as 
well." This is as Allah says in another Ayah, 



(And my brother Harun he is more eloquent in speech than me: so send him with me as a 
helper to confirm me. Verily, I fear that they will belie me.) 28:34 Also, Allah said, 



((Allah said: ) "You are granted your request, OMusa.") 20:36 He also said, 



(So send for Harun. And they have a charge of crime against me, and I fear they will kill me.) 
26:13-14 Because of this, some of the Salaf (predecessors) said, "No one in this life pleaded on 
behalf of someone else more than Musa pleaded for his brother to be a Prophet." Allah, the 
Exalted said, 



(And We granted him his brother Harun, (also) a Prophet, out of Our mercy. 



(54. And mention in the Book, Isma' il. Verily, he was true to what he promised, and he was a 
Messenger, (and) a Prophet.) (55. And he would enjoin on his family and his people the Salah 
and the Zakah, and his Lord was pleased with him.) 



Mentioning Isma il 

Here Allah has commended Isma' il, the son of Ibrahim, the Friend of Allah. He (Isma' il) is the 
father of all of the Arabs of the Hijaz because he was true to what he promised. Ibn Jurayj 
said, "He did not make any promise to his Lord, except that he fulfilled it." He never obligated 
himself to do any act of worship with a vow, except that he fulfilled it and carried it out, 
giving it its full due. Some said, 



((he was) true to what he promised.) "This was said about him because he said to his father, 



(If Allah wills you will find me of the patient.) 37:102 So he was truthful in that." Being true 
to one's promise is one of the praiseworthy characteristics, just as breaking one's promise is of 
the detested characteristics. Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(0 you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do Most hateful it is with Allah that 
you say that which you do not do.) 61:2-3 The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The sign of the hypocrite is three things. When he speaks, he lies; when he promises, he 
breaks his promise; and when he is entrusted with something, he is disloyal to his trust.) Thus, 
if these are the characteristics of the hypocrites, then behaving contrary to these is a 
characteristic of the true believer. For this reason, Allah commended His servant and 
Messenger Isma' il, for he was true to his promise. Likewise, the Messenger of Allah was true to 
his promise. He did not promise anyone anything, except that he fulfilled his promise to that 
person. He also commended Abu Al-' As bin Ar-RabP , the husband of his daughter Zaynab, by 
saying, 

« » 



(He spoke to me and he told me the truth, and he promised me and he fulfilled his promise to 
me.) When the Prophet died, the Khalifah (his successor), Abu Bakr As-Sddiq said, "Whoever 
received any promise from the Messenger of Allah or was owed any debt by him, then let him 
come to me and I will fulfill it on his behalf." 3d Jabir bin ' Abdullah came and related that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If the wealth of Bahrain comes (to me), then I would give you such and such and such.) This 
meant that he would fill his hands with wealth. Therefore, when the wealth of Bahrain came 
(to them), Abu Bakr commanded Jabir to come and fill his hands from that wealth. Then, he 
commanded him to do so again, until he collected five hundred Dirhams. Then, Abu Bakr gave 
him its double along with it. (i.e. one thousand extra Dirhams). Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet.) In this is a proof of Ism a' il's favored status over his 
brother, Ishaq. Ishaq was only described as being a Prophet, but Isma'il was described with 
both prophethood and messengership. It is confirmed in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(Verily, Allah chose Isma' il from the sons of Ibrahim...) Then, Imam Muslim mentions the rest 
of the Hadith in its entirety. However, this statement proves the correctness of what we have 
said. Allah said, 



(And he would enjoin on his family and his people the Salah and the Zakah, and his Lord was 
pleased with him.) This is also a beautiful form of praise, a commendable quality, and and 
upright characteristic. He was commanded in this way because of his persistence in obedience 
of his Lord, and enjoining his family to do so. This is as Allah said to His Messenger , 



(And enjoin the Salah on your family, and be patient with them.) 20:132 Also, Allah, the 
Exalted, said, 



(0 you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men 
and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not, (from 
executing) the commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are commanded.) 
66:6 This means to command them to do good, forbid them from evil and do not neglect 
them. If you do so, and they obey your command, the Fire (of Hell) will not devour them on the 
Day of Resurrection. It has been reported in a Hadith from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 

» 



« 



(May Allah have mercy upon a man who gets up at night to pray and he wakes his wife. If she 
refuses to get up, he sprinkles water in her face. May Allah have mercy upon a woman who gets 
up at night to pray and she wakes her husband. If he refuses to get up, she sprinkles water in 
his face.) This Hadith was recorded by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah. 



(56. And mention in the Book, Idris. Verily, he was a man of truth, (and) a Prophet.) (57. And 
We raised him to a high station.) 



Mentioning Idris 

complimented Idris for being a truthful Prophet and He mentioned that he raised him to a high 
station. It has previously been mentioned that in the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of 



Allah passed by Idris on the night of the Isra (Night Journey) and he (Idris) was in the fourth 
heaven. Sufyan reported from Mansur that Mujahid said, 



(And We raised him to a high station.) "This means the fourth heaven." Al-Hasan and others said 
concer- ning Allah's statement, 



(And We raised him to a high station.) "This means Paradise. 



(58. Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace from among the Prophets, of the 
offspring of Adam, and of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nuh, and of the offspring of 
Ibrahim and Israel, and from among those whom We guided and chose. When the Ayat of the 
Most Gracious were recited unto them, they fell down prostrate and weeping.) 



These Prophets are the Chosen Ones 

Allah, the Exalted, says that these Prophets (were favored), but this does not mean only these 
Prophets who were mentioned in this Surah. Rather, it is referring to all of those who were 
Prophets. Allah merely changes the implication of the discussion from specific individuals to 
the entire group of Prophets. 



(they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace from among the Prophets, of the offspring of 
Adam.) As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir both said, "That which is meant by the offspring of Adam is Idris, 
and what is meant by the offspring of those * whom We carried with Nuh' is Ibrahim, and what 
is meant by the offspring of Ibrahim is Ishaq, Ya' qub and Ism a' il, and what is meant by the 
offspring of Isra' il is Musa, Harun, Zakariyya, Yayha and ' Isa bin Maryam." Ibn Jarir said, "And 
that is the distinction of their genealogies, even though Adam gathers all of them (as their 
original father). This is because among them is he who was not a descendant of those who were 



on the ship with Nuh, and he that is Idris. For verily, he was the grandfather of Nuh." I say that 
this is the most apparent meaning, which concludes that Idris is amongst the pillars of Nuh's 
ancestral lineage. The view that this Ayah refers to the ancestral lineage of the Prophets, is 
the fact that it is similar to Allah's statement in Surah Al-An' am, 



(And that was our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his people. We raise whom We will in 
degrees. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and 
Ya' qub, each of them We guided; and before him We guided Nuh, and among his progeny 
Dawud, Sulayman, Ayyub, Yusuf, Musa and Harun. Thus do We reward the doers of good. And 
Zakariyya, and Yahya, and * Isa and llyas, each one of them was of the righteous. And Ism a' il 
and Al-Yasa* and Yunus and Lut and each one of them We preferred above the ' Alamin. And 
also some of their fathers and their progeny and their brethern, We chose them, and We 
guided them to the straight path.) 6:83-87 Until Allah's statement, 



(They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their guidance.) 6: 90 Allah, the Exalted, 
says, 



(Of some of them We have related to you their story. And of some We have not related to you 
their story.) 40:78 In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is reported from Mujahid that he asked Ibn " Abbas, 
"Isthere a prostration in Surah Sad" Ibn " Abbas replied, "Yes." Then he recited, 



(They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their guidance.) 6:90 Ibn 'Abbas then said, 
"So your Prophet is one of those who have been commanded to follow them. And he is of those 
who should be followed." -- referring to Dawud. Allah, the Exalted, said in this noble Ayah, 



(When the Ayah of the Most Gracious were recited unto them, they fell down prostrate and 
weeping.) This means that when they heard the Words of Allah, mentioning His proofs and 
evidences, they prostrated to their Lord in humility, humbleness, praise and thanks for the 
great favors they were blessed with. The word Bukiyan at the end of the Ayah means those who 
are crying, and it is the plural of Baki. Due to this the scholars agree that it is legislated to 
prostrate upon reading this Ayah, in following them and adhering to their manner of worship. 



(59. Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost the Salah and have followed 
lusts. So they will meet Ghaiy.) (60. Except those who repent and believe, and work 
righteousness. Such will enter Paradise and they will not be wronged in aught.) 



They were succeeded by Wicked People and Good People 

After Allah mentioned the party of blessed ones -- the Prophets and those who followed them 
by maintainig the limits set by Allah and His commandments, fulfilling what Allah ordered and 
avoiding His prohibitions -- then He mentions, 



(there has succeeded them a posterity.) This means later generations. 



(who have lost Salah) Losing their prayers is when they do not consider the prayers obligatory. 
Therefore they lose, because the prayer is the pillar and foundation of the religion. It is the 
best of the servants' deeds. Thus, these people will occupy themselves with worldly desires and 
delights, and they will be pleased with the life of this world. They will be tranquil and at ease 
in the worldly appetites. Therefore, these people will meet with Ghaiy, which means loss on 
the Day of Resurrection. Al-Awza' i reported from Musa bin Sulayman, who reported from Al- 
Qasim bin Mukhaymirah that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost the Salah) "This means that they 
will not keep up with the proper times of the prayer, because if it meant complete 
abandonment of the prayer, this would be disbelief." It is also reported that it was said to Ibn 
Mas' ud, "Allah often mentions the prayer in the Qur'an. He says, 



(Those who neglect their Salah.) 107:5 And He says, 



(Those who remain constant in their Salah.) 70:23 And He says, 



(Who guard their Salah.)" 23:9 Then, Ibn Mas' ud said, "This means at its designated times." 
The people said, "We thought that this was referring to the abandonment of the prayer." He 
replied, "That would be disbelief." Masruq said, "No one who guards the five daily prayers will 
be written among the heedless. In their neglect is destruction. Their neglect is delaying them 
past their fixed times." Al-Awza' i reported from Ibrahim bin Zayd that Umar bin 'Abdul-' Aziz 
recited the Ayah, 



(Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost the Salah and have followed lusts. 
So they will meet Ghayy.) Then, he said, "Their loss was not their abandonment of the prayers, 
but it was by not offering them during their proper and prescribed times." Allah said, 



(So they will meet Ghayy. ) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas that he said, 



(So they will meet Ghayy.) "This means loss." Qatadah said, "This means evil." Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri, Shu' bah and Muhammad bin Ishaq all reported from Abu Ishaq As-Sabr i, who reported 
from Abu " Ubaydah, who reported from " Abdullah bin Mas' ud that he said, 



(So they will meet Ghayy.) "This is a valley in the Hellfire which is very deep and its food is 
filthy." Al-A' mash reported from Ziyad, who reported from Abu ' lyad, who commented Allah's 
statement, 



(So they will meet Ghayy.) He said, "This is a valley in Hell made of puss and blood." Allah said, 



(Except those who repent and believe and work righteousness.) This means, "Except those who 
recant from giving up the prayers and following the desires, for verily, Allah will accept their 
repentance, give them a good end and make them of those who inherit the Garden of Delight 
(Paradise). " For this reason Allah says, 



(Such will enter Paradise and they will not be wronged in aught.) This is because repentance 
wipes away that which was before it. In another Hadith, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(The one who repents from sin is like he who has no sin.) Because of this, those who repent will 
not lose anything from the (good) deeds that they did. They will not be held accountable for 
what they did before their repentance, thus causing a decrease in their reward for deeds that 
they do after their repentance. That is because whatever they did before repenting is lost, 
forgotten and not taken to account. This is an honor from the Most Generous and a kindness 
from the Most Gentle. This is an exception that is made for these people, similar to Allah's 
statement in Surah Al-Furqan, 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has 
forbidden, except for just cause...) until Allah's statement, 



(and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 25:68-70 



(61. (They will enter) * Adn Gardens which the Most Gracious has promised to His servants in 
the unseen. Verily, His promise must come to pass.) (62. They shall not hear therein any 
Laghw, but only Salam. And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and afternoon.) 
(63. Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to those of Our servants who 
had Taqwa.) 



The Description of the Gardens of the Truthful and Those Who 

repent 

Allah, the Exalted, says that the Gardens (of Paradise), which the penitent will enter, will be 
Gardens of 'Adn, meaning, eternity. These are Gardens that the Most Beneficent promises His 
servants in the unseen. This means that these Gardens are from the unseen things that they 
believe in, even though they have never witnessed them. They believe in the unseen out of 
their strong conviction and the strength of their faith. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, His promise must come to pass.) This affirms the fact that this will occur, and that it is 
a settled matter. Allah does not break His promise, nor does He change it. This is similar to His 
statement, 



(His promise is certainly to be accomplished.) 73:18 This means that His promise will be and 
there is no avoiding it. Allah's statement here, 



(must come to pass.) This means that it will come to His servants who are striving towards it 
and they will reach it. There are those commentators who said, 



(must come to pass.) "This means it is coming, because everything that comes to you, you also 
come to it. This is as the Arabs say, ' Fifty years came to me, and I came to fifty years.' They 
both mean the same thing (I'm fifty years old)." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(They shall not hear therein any Laghw.) This means that in these gardens of Paradise there is 
no ignorant, wasteful and useless speech, like there is in this life. He said, 



(...but only Salam.) This is an indifferent exception, similar to Allah's statement, 



(No Laghw will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only the saying of: Salam! Salam!) 
56:25-26 Concerning His statement, 



(And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and afternoon.) This means, in what is 
similar to mornings and evenings. This does not mean that there is a night and a day (in 
Paradise), but they will be living in times that alternate. They will know its lighted times from 
its lights and illumination. This is as Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah, who said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The first group to enter into Paradise will have forms like the form of the moon on a night 
when it is full. They will not spit, nor will they blow their noses therein. They also will not 
defecate. Their containers and combs will be made of gold and silver and their censers will be 
of aloeswood. Their sweat will be the fragrance of musk and each of them will have two wives. 
The marrow of their shins will be visible from beneath the skin due to their beauty. They will 
not have any disputes between them, or any hatred. Their hearts will be united like the heart 
of one man. They will glorify Allah in the morning and evening.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim both 
recorded this narration in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad also recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The martyrs will be upon the banks of a river by the gates of Paradise. Over them will be a 
green dome. Their sustenance will be brought out to them from Paradise, morning and 
evening.) Ahmad is the only one who collected this narration. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 
' Abbas said, 



(And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and afternoon.) "This means the amount 
of time equal to night and day." Allah said, 



(Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to those of Our servants who had 
Taqwa.) This means, 'This Paradise that We have described with these magnificent attributes, 
it is that which We will cause are pious servants to inherit.' They are those who obey Allah in 
happiness and times of hardship. They are those who suppress their anger and they pardon 
people's offenses. This is as Allah says at the beginning of Surah Al-Mu'minun, 



(Successful indeed are the believers. Those who are humble in their Salah.) 23:1-2 Until His 
saying, 



(These are indeed the inheritors. Who shall inherit the Firdaws. In it they shall dwell forever.) 
23:10-11 



(64. And we descend not except by the command of your Lord. To Him belongs what is before 
us and what is behind us, and what is between those two; and your Lord is never forgetful.) 
(65. Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, so worship Him and 
abide patiently in His worship. Do you know of any who is similar to Him) 



The Angels do not descend, except by Allah's Command 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said to Jibril, 



« » 

(What prevents you from visiting us more than you do) Then this Ayah was revealed, 



(And we descend not except by the command of your Lord.) Al-Bukhari was alone in recording 
it and he related it with the Tafsir of this Ayah. AI-* Awfi reported from Ibn * Abbas that he 
said, "Jibril was kept from visiting the Messenger of Allah , so he was disturbed and grieved 
because of this. Then, Jibril came to him and said, " Muhammad, 



(And we descend not except by the command of your Lord.)'" Allah said, 



(To Him belongs what is before us and what is behind us,) It has been said that the meaning of 
"what is before us" refers to that which is in this life and "what is behind us" refers to the 
Hereafter. 



(and what is between those two;) This means what is between two blows of the Sur. This is the 
opinion of Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mkrimah and Mujahid. This was also stated by Sa' id bin Jubayr and 
Qatadah in one narration from them. As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi' bin Anas held this opinion as well. 
It has also been said, 



(what is before us) means the future matters of the Hereafter. 



(what is behind us,) means what hastaken place in this life, 



(what is between those two;) means what happens between this life and the Hereafter. A 
statement like this explanation has been reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad- 
Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and Ath-Thawri. Ibn Jarir also preferred this latter interpretation. 
And Allah knows best. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and your Lord is never forgetful.) Mujahid said, "This means that your Lord has not forgotten 
you." Allah said, 



(Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them,) He created all of that, He is 
the Disposer of its affairs, He is the Legi- slator over it and He is in absolute control of it, 
having no one to oppose His decisions. 



(so worship Him and abide patiently in his worship. Do you know of any who is similar to Him) 
x Ali bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn " Abbas said that this means, "Do you know any comparison 
or some- thing similar to the Lord" Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and others 
all said the same. ' Ikrimah related that Ibn ' Abbas said, "There is no one named Ar-Rahman 
(the Most Beneficent) other than Him, Blessed and Exalted is He. Most Holy is His Name." 



(66. And man says: "When I am dead, shall I then be raised up alive") (67. Does not man 
remember that We created him before, while he was nothing) (68. So by your Lord, surely We 
shall gather them together, and (also) the Shayatin, then We shall bring them round Hell, 
Jithyya.) (69. Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect all those who were worst in 
obstinate rebellion against the Most Gracious.) (70. Then, verily, We know best those who are 
most worthy of being burnt therein.) 



Man's Amazement about Life after Death and the Refutation against 

this Amazement 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that mankind is amazed that he could be returned to life after 
death and he thinksthat this is something farfetched. As Allah says, 



(And if you wonder, then wondrous istheir saying: "When we are dust, shall we indeed then be 
(raised) in a new creation") 13:5 Allah also says, 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as an 
open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who 
will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life 
to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every 
creation!") 36:77-79 And Allah says here in this Surah, 



(And man says: "When I am dead, shall I then be raised up alive" Does not man remember that 
We created him before, while he was nothing) Allah uses the beginning of creation as a proof 
for its repetition. This means that He, the Exalted, created the human being while he was 
nothing. So can he not repeat this creation after the human had actually become something 
Smilalry Allah says; 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him.) 
30:27 In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(Allah, the Exalted said, "The son of Adam denies Me and he has no right to deny Me. The son of 
Adam harms Me and he has no right to harm Me. His denial of Me is his statement that I will 
never repeat Hiscreation like I created him the first time. Yet, the second creation is not more 
difficult upon Me than the first. His harming Me is his statement that I have a son. Yet, I am 
One Alone, the Self-Sufficient Whom all creatures need. He Who does not beget children, nor 
was He born and there is none coequal or comparable unto Him.") Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(So by your Lord, surely We shall gather them together, and the Shayatin,) The Lord, Blessed 
be He the Most High, swears by His Noble Self that He will definitely gather all of those who 
worshipped other than Allah and their devils as well. 



(then We shall bring them round Hell, Jithiyya.) Al-' Awfi related that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This 
means sitting and it is similar to His statement, 



(And you will see each nation Jathiyah.)" 45:28 As-Suddi commented on the word Jithiyya, "It 
means standing." It has been reported from Murrah that Ibn Mas' ud said the same. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect) This means from every nation. This is what 
Mujahid said. 



(all those who were worst in obstinate rebellion against the Most Gracious.) Ath-Thawri 
reported from " AM bin Al-Aqmar, from Abu Al-Ahwas, from Ibn Mas' ud that he said, "The first 
of them will be bound to the last of them until their number is complete. Then, they will be 
brought all together. Then, Allah will begin with the greatest of them in crime and continue in 
succession. That is Allah's statement, 



(Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect all those who were worst in obstinate rebellion 
against the Most Gracious.) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Until they will be gathered all together in the Fire. The last of them will say to the first of 
them: "Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire.") Until His saying, 



(For what you used to earn.) 7:38-39 The first of them will say to the last of them: "Your were 
not better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to earn." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Then, verily, We know best those who are most worthy of being burnt therein.) Then, at this 
point Allah attaches one piece of information to another. The meaning here is that Allah best 
knows which of His creatures deserve to be burned in the fire of Hell and remain there forever 
and who deserves to have his punishment doubled. This is as He says in the Ayah that was 
previously mentioned, 



(He will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you know not.") 7:38 



(71. There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is with your Lord, a decree which 
must be accomplished.) (72. Then We shall save those who had Taqwa. And We shall leave the 
wrongdoers in it, Jithiyya.) 



Everyone will be brought to Hell, then the Righteous will be saved 

Ibn Jarir reported from ' Abdullah that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(There is not one of you but will pass over it.) "The bridge over Hell is like the sharp edge of a 
sword. The first group to cross it will pass like a flash of lightning. The second group will pass 
like the wind. The third group will pass like the fastest horse. The fourth group will pass like 
the fastest cow. Then, the rest will pass while the angels will be saying, ' Allah save them, 
save them.' " This narration has supporting narrations similar to it from the Prophet in the Two 
Sahihs and other collections as well. These narrations have been related by Anas, Abu Sa id, 
Abu Hurayrah, Jabir and other Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. Ahmad also 
recorded that Umm Mubashshar, the wife of Zayd bin Harithah, said, "The Messenger of Allah 
was in the house of Hafsah when he said, 



« » 

(No one who was present at the battles of Badr and Hudaybiyyah (of the Muslims) will enter 
into the Hellfire.) Then, Hafsah said, "Doesn't Allah say, 



(There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell);) The Messenger of Allah replied by reciting, 



(Then We shall save those who had Taqwa.) In the Two Sahihs there is a Hadith reported from 
Az-Zuhri, from Sa' id from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No one of the Muslims who has had three children, who all died, will be touched by the 
Hellfire, except for an oath that must be fulfilled.) ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(There is not one of you but will pass over it;) "The passing of the Muslims (over the Hellfire) 
means their passing over a bridge that is over it. But the passing of the idolators over the 
Hellfire refers to their admission to the Fire." As-Suddi reported from Murrah, from Ibn Mas' ud, 
that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(this is with your Lord; a Hatman decree.) "An oath that must be fulfilled." Mujahid said, 
"Hatman means preordainment." Ibn Jurayj said the same. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then We shall save those who had Taqwa. ) When all of the creatures passed over the Hellfire, 
and those disbelievers and the disobedient people who are destined to fall into it because of 
their disobedience, Allah will save the believers and the righteous people from it because of 
their deeds. Therefore, their passing over the bridge and their speed will be based upon their 
deeds that they did in this life. Then, the believers who performed major sins will be allowed 
intercession. The angels, the Prophets and the believers will all intercede. Thus, a large 
number of the sinners will be allowed to come out of Hell. The fire will have devoured much of 
their bodies, except the places of prostration on their faces. Their removal from the Hellfire 
will be due to the faith in their hearts. The first to come out will be he who hasthe weight of a 
Dinar of faith in his heart. Then, whoever hasthe next least amount after him. Then, whoever 
is next to that after him, and so forth. This will continue until the one who hasthe tiniest hint 
of faith in his heart, equal to the weight of an atom. Then, Allah will take out of the Fire 
whoever said "La ilaha illallah," even one day of his entire life, even if he never performed any 
good deed. After this, no one will remain in the Hellfire, except those it is obligatory upon to 
remain in the Hellfire forever. This has been reported in many authentic Hadiths from the 
Messenger of Allah . This is why Allah says, 



(Then We shall save those who had Taqwa. And We shall leave the wrongdoers in it, Jithyya. 



(73. And when Our clear Ayat are recited to them, those who disbelieve say to those who 
believe: "Which of the two groups has the best dwellings and the finest Nadiyyan") (74. And 
how many a generation have We destroyed before them, who were better in wealth, goods and 
outward appearance) 

The Disbelievers boast over Their good Fortune in the World 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that when the clear, evident Ayat of Allah are recited to the 
disbelievers, they reject them and turn away. They say about those who believe, while 
boasting to them and arguing that their false religion is correct, 



(best dwellings and the finest Nadiyyan.) This means the best houses, with the loftiest levels 
and the finest Nadiyyan, which are meeting rooms for men to gather and discuss matters. Thus, 
this means that their meeting rooms are full of more people who come to attend. In this they 
were saying, "How can we be upon falsehood while we are in this manner of successful living" 
These people were actually those who were concealed in the house of Al-Arqam bin Abi Al- 
Arqam and its likes from the other houses. This is as Allah says about them, 



(And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: "Had it been a good thing, they (the weak 
and the poor) would not have preceded us thereto!") 46:11 Nuh's people said, 



("Shall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people) follow you") 26:111 And Allah 
says, 



(Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they might say: "Is it these (poor believers) 
whom Allah has favored among us" Does not Allah know best those who are grateful) 6:53 This 
iswhy Allah refuted their doubts: 



(And how many a generations have We destroyed before them) This means, "How many nations 
and generations did We destroy of those who denied (this message) due to their disbelief" 



(who were better in wealth, goods and outward appearance) This means that they were better 
than these present people in wealth, possessions, looks and appearance. Al-A' mash reported 
from Abu Zibyan, who reported from Ibn ' Abbasthat he said concerning the Ayah, 



(best dwellings and finest Nadiyyan.) "Position Maqam means home, Nadi means place of 
gathering, wealth refers to material possessions and outward appearance is how they look 
physically." Al-' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Position Maqam means dwelling, Nadi means 
place of gathering and the blessing and happiness that they were living in. This is as Allah says 
about the people of Fir' awn when He destroyed them and related the story of their situation in 
the Qur'an, 



(How many gardens and springs that they Fir' awn's people left behind, and green crops and 
honored places Maqam.) 44:25-26 Therefore, position Maqam refers to their dwellings and 
splendid bounties, and Nadi is the places of gathering and meeting where they used to 
congregate. Allah said while relating the story to His Messenger of what happened with the 
people of Lut, 



(And practice Al-Munkar (evil deeds) in your meeting places Nadiyakum .) 29:29 The Arabs 
call a place of gathering a Nadi." 



(75. Say: whoever is in error, the Most Gracious will extend circumstances for him, until, 
when they see that which they were promised, either the torment or the Hour, they will come 
to know who isworst in position, and who isweaker in forces.) 



The Rebellious Person is given Respite but He is not forgotten 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Say) This means, "0 Muhammad, say to these people who are associating partners with their 
Lord, while claiming to follow the truth, that they are really following falsehood." 



(whoever is in error) This means, ' be they from us or from you.' 



(the Most Gracious will extend circumstances for him.) This means that the Most Beneficent 
will give him respite in that which he is in, until he meets his Lord and his appointed time will 
have arrived. 



(until, when they see that which they were promised, either the torment) that will strike him, 



(or the Hour) that will come suddenly, 



(they will come to know) at that time, 



(who is worst in position, and who is weaker in forces.) This is in refutation of thier argument 
about their nice dwellings and splendid places of gathering. This is a challenge against the 
idolators who claim that they were following guidance in what they were doing. This is similar 
to the challenge that Allah mentions about the Jews when He says, 



(Oyou Jews! If you pretend that you are friends of Allah, to the exclusion of (all) other people, 
then long for death if you are truthful.) 62:6 Meaning, ' Supplicate for death to come to those 
who are following falsehood among us if you truly claim to be upon the truth. If you are true, 
then this supplication will not harm you.' But they refused to do so. An extensive discussion of 
this has already preceded in Surat Al-Baqarah, and to Allah is the praise. Likewise, Allah 
mentioned the challenge that was given to the Christians in Surah Al * Imran, when they were 
persistent in their disbelief and continued in their transgression. They refused to give up their 
exaggerating claim that ' Isa was the son of Allah. Therefore, Allah mentioned His arguments 
and proofs against the worship of ' Isa, and that he was merely a creature like Adam. After this, 
Allah said, 



(Then whoever disputes with you about him after (all this) knowledge that has come to you, 
say: "Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and 
yourselves - then we pray and invoke (sincerely) the curse of Allah upon those who lie.") 3:61 
However, they (the Christians) also retreated from this challenge. 



(76. And Allah increases in guidance those who walk aright. And the righteous good deeds that 
last are better with your Lord for reward and better for resort.) 



Increasing Guidance of Those Who are guided 

After Allah mentions the extended time and respite that is allowed to those who are in 
misguidance, increasing them in misguidance, He informs of the increase in guidance of those 
who are rightly guided. Smilarly He says, 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of them say: "Which of you has had his faith 
increased by it") 9:124 And the following Ayah also showsthis. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And the righteous good deeds that last) Its explanation has already preceded in Surat Al-Kahf, 
along with a lengthy discussion concerning it and the related Hadiths. 



((they) are better with your Lord for reward.) meaning the recompense and reward. 



(and better for resort.) meaning in the final outcome, the result for its doer. 



(77. Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said: "I shall certainly be given wealth 
and children if I live again .") (78. Has he known the Unseen or has he taken a covenant from 
the Most Gracious) (79. Nay, We shall record what he says, and We shall increase historment;) 
(80. And We shall inherit from him all that he speaks of, and he shall come to Us alone.) 



Refuting the Disbelievers Who claim that They will be given Wealth 

and Children in the Hereafter 

Imam Ahmad reported from Khabbab bin Al-Aratt that he said, "I was a blacksmith and AI-" 
®256 s bin Wa'il owed me a debt. So I went to him to collect my debt from him. He said to 
me, ' No, by Allah, I will not pay my debt to you until you disbelieve in Muhammad.' I replied to 
him, ' No, by Allah, I will not disbelieve in Muhammad until you die and are resurrected again.' 
He then said to me, 'Verily, if I die and am resurrected, and you come to me, I will also have 
abundance of wealth and children and I will repay you then.' Then, Allah revealed these Ayat, 



(Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said: "I shall certainly be given wealth and 
children.") until, 



(and he shall come to Us alone.) This was also recorded by the two compilers of the Sahihs and 
other collections as well. In the wording of Al-Bukhari it states that Khabbab said, "I used to be 
a blacksmith in Makkah and I made a sword for AI-" ®256 s bin Wa'il. So I went to him to 
collect my pay from him..." then he mentioned the rest of the Hadith and he said, 



(or has he taken a covenant from the Most Gracious) "This means an agreement. " Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Has he known the Unseen) This is a rejection of the person who says, 



(I shall certainly be given wealth and children.) Meaning, on the Day of Resurrection. In other 
words, "Does he know what he will have in the Hereafter, to such an extent that he can swear 
to it" 



(or has he taken a covenant from the Most Gracious) Or has he received a promise from Allah 
that he will be given these things It has already been stated that in Sahih Al-Bukhari it is 
mentioned that covenant means an agreement. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Nay,) This is a participle that opposes what came before it and gives emphasis to what follows 
it. 



(We shall record what he says,) what he is seeking, and his idea that he has given himself about 
what he hopes for, and his disbelief in Allah the Most Great. 



(We shall increase his torment. ) This is referring to what will happen in the abode of the 
Hereafter, because of his saying his disbelief in Allah in this life. 



(And We shall inherit from him all that he speaks of,) His wealth and children. It means, "We 
will take all of this from him, in opposition to his claim that he will be given more wealth and 
children in the Hereafter than he had in this life." To the contrary, in the Hereafter that which 
he had in this life will be taken from him. This is why Allah says, 



(And he shall come to Us alone.) without wealth or children. 



(81. And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give them honor, power and 
glory.) (82. Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and will become their adversaries.) 



(83. See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the disbelievers to push them to do 
evil. ) (84. So make no haste against them; We only count out to them a (limited) number.) 

The Idols of the Polytheistswill deny Their Worship 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about the disbelievers who associate partners with their Lord, that 
they have taken gods besides Allah, so that these gods may be a source of honor and might for 
them. They think that these gods give them power and make them victorious. Then, Allah 
mentionsthat the matter is not asthey claim, and it will not be asthey hope. He says, 



(Nay, but they will deny their worship of them,) on the Day of Judgement. 



(and will become their adversaries.) This means that they will be foes in a state other than 
what they think about these gods. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And who is more astray than one who calls upon, besides Allah, such as will not answer him till 
the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls to them And when mankind 
are gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) 46:5-6 As- 
Suddi said, 



(Nay, but they will deny their worship of them,) "This means their worshipping of the idols. 
Allah said, 



(and will become their adversaries) contrary to what they hoped for from these gods. As-Suddi 
said, 



(and will become their adversaries.) "They will be in severe opposition and argument." Ad- 
Dahhak said, 



(and will become their adversaries.) "This means enemies." 

The Power of the Devils over the Disbelievers 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the disbelievers to push them to do evil.) 
" Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "They will lead them astray with temptation." Al- 
' Awfi said that Ibn 'Abbas said, "They will incite them against Muhammad and his 
Companions." Qatadah said, "They will harass them and disturb them until they disobey Allah." 
" Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, "This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint for 
him a Shaytan to be a companion for him.)" 43:36 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(So make no haste against them; We only count out to them a (limited) number.) This means, 
"Do not be hasty with the punishment that isgoing to befall them, Muhammad." 



(We only count out to them a number. ) This means, "We are only delaying them for a fixed 
appointment whose time is numbered. They are destined for that and there is no escaping the 
torment of Allah and His exemplary punishment." Allah says, 



(And consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the wrongdoers do.) 14:42 And He says, 



(So give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for a while.) 86:17 And Allah 
says, 



(We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness.) 3:178 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) 31:24 



(Say: "Enjoy! But certainly, your destination is the (Hell) Fire.") 14:30 As-Suddi said, 



(We only count out to them a (limited) number. ) means years, months, days and hours." 



(85. The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most Gracious (Allah), like a 
delegation.) (86. And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.) (87. None shall 
have the power of intercession, but such a one as has received permission (or promise) from 
the Most Gracious (Allah).) 



The Condition of the Righteous and the Criminals on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about His righteous friends, who feared Him in the life of this 
world. They followed His Messengers and believed in what the Messengers told them. They 
obeyed them in what they commanded them and abstained from that which they prohibited. 
Allah explains that He will gather these people on the Day of Resurrection like a delegation 
that has come to Him. A Wafd (delegation) is a group that arrives while riding and from it 
comes the word Wufud (arriving). They will come riding upon noble steeds of light from the 
riding animals of the Hereafter. They will arrive before the Best Receiver of delegations at the 
abode of His honor and pleasure. In reference to the criminals, who denied the Messengers and 
opposed them, they will be driven violently to the Hellf ire. Allah says, 



(In a thirsty state.) This means parched and thirsting for drink. This was stated by ' Ata', Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and many others. Here it will be said, 



(Which of the two groups is best in Maqam (position) and the finest Nadiyyan (meeting 
place).) 19:73 Ibn Abi Hatim reported from ' Amr bin Qays Al-Mula'i, who reported from Ibn 
Marzuq that he said, 



(The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most Gracious, like a delegation.) "When 
the believer comes forth from his grave, he will meet the most handsome form he has ever 
seen and it will have the nicest fragrance. He will say, ' Who are you' The being will reply, ' You 
do not know me' The believer will say, 'No, but Allah has made you sweet smelling with a 
handsome face.' The being will say, ' I am your righteous deeds. This is how you use to beautify 
and apply fragrance to your deeds in the worldly life. I was riding upon you in the entire length 
of your worldly life, so will you not ride upon me now' So the believer will therefore mount the 
creature. This isthe meaning of Allah's statement, 



(The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most Gracious, like a delegation.)" ' Ali bin 
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most Gracious, like a delegation.) "Riding." 
His saying, 



(And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.) This means parched and thirsty. 



(None shall have the power of intercession,) There will be no one who can intercede for them 
like the believers who intercede for each other. Allah says about them, 



(Now we have no intercessors, nor a close friend.) 26:100-101 Allah said, 



(but such a one as has received permission (or promise) from the Most Gracious.) This is a 
separate exclusion, which means, "But those who have taken a covenant with the Most 
Beneficent." This covenant is the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, 
and upholding of its rights and implications. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(but such a one as has received permission (or promise) from the Most Gracious.) "The promise 
is the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, that the person accepts 
that all power and strength belong to Allah and he only places his hope with Allah alone." 



(88. And they say: "The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a son.") (89. Indeed you have 
brought forth (said) a thing Idda.) (90. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is 
split asunder, and the mountains Hadda.) (91. That they ascribe a son to the Most Gracious.) 
(92. But it is not suitable for the Most Gracious that He should beget a son.) (93. There is none 
in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious as a slave.) (94. Verily, He 
knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting.) (95. And everyone of them 
will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) 



The Stern Rejection of attributing a Son to Allah 

After Allah affirms in this noble Surah that ' Isa was a worshipper and servant of Allah and He 
mentioned his birth from Maryam without a father, He then begins refuting those who claim 
that He has a son. Holy is He and far Exalted is He above such description. Allah says, 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious has begotten a son." Indeed you have brought forth) This 
means, "In this statement of yours." 



(a thing Idda.) Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Malik all said, "Terrible." It has been said that 
it is pronounced Iddan, Addan, and Addan with elongation on the first vowel. All three of these 
pronunciations are known, but the most popular isthe first. Allah said; 



(Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the mountains 
Hadda, that they ascribe a son to the Most Gracious.) that is, out of their high esteem for 
Allah, when they hear this statement of wickedness coming from the Children of Adam. The 
reason for this is that these are creatures of Allah and they are established upon His Tawhid 
and the fact that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. He has no partners, no peer, 
no child, no mate and no coequal. Rather, He is the One, Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all 
creatures are in need of. Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn * Abbas said concerning Allah's statement, 



(Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the mountains 
Hadda, that they ascribe a son to the Most Gracious.) "Verily, the heavens, the earth, the 
mountains and all creatures -- except for humans and Jinns -- are frightened by the associating 
of partners with Allah. Creation will almost cease existing before the association of partners 



with Allah, due to His Greatness. Just as the idolator does not benefit by his good deeds 
because of associating partners with Allah, we hope that Allah would forgive the sins of those 
who believed in His absolute Oneness by worshipping Him alone. The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Encourage your dying people to testify to La ilaha illallah, for whoever says it at the time of 
their death, they will definitely enter into Paradise.) The people said, "0 Messenger of Allah, 
what about he who says it while in good health" He replied, 

« » 

(This will necessitate his entrance into Paradise even more.) Then he said, 

» 



« 

(I swear by He Whom my soul is in His Hand, if the heavens and the earths, and all that is in 
them, between them and under them, were brought and placed in a balance of a scale, and 
the testimony of La ilaha illallah was placed on the other side of the scale, the testimony 
would outweigh all of it.) This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and it is supported by the Hadith 
related to the story of the card. And Allah knows best. Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Whereby the heavens are almost torn,) "This means to be split apart into pieces due to the 
fear of the magnificence of Allah." " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 



(and the earth is split asunder,) "This is due to its anger on behalf of Allah, the Mighty and 
Sublime." 



(and the mountains Hadda.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means to be torn down." Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said, "Haddan means some of it is broken by other parts of it in succession." Imam Ahmad 
reported from Abu Musathat he said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(There is no one more patient than Allah concerning something harmful that he hears. For 
verily, partners are associated with Him and a son is ascribed to Him, while He is the One Who 
gives them good health, protects them and sustains them.) This narration is also recorded in 
the Two Sahihs. In one wording of it he said, 

« » 

(...that they attribute a son to Him, while He is the One Who sustains them and gives them 
good health.) Allah said; 



(But it is not suitable for the Most Gracious that He should beget a son.) Meaning that it is not 
befitting of Him, nor is it appropriate for His lofty majesty and greatness. There is no coequal 
for Him in Hiscreation, because all creatures are Hisslaves. Thisiswhy He says, 



(There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious as a slave. 
Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting.) He knows their 
number from the time He created them, until the Day of Resurrection, male and female, both 
the small and the large of them. 



(And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) This means that 
there will be no helper for him and no one to save him, except Allah alone, Who has no 
partners. He judges His creatures as He wills and He is the Most Just, Who does not do even an 
atom's weight of injustice. He will not wrong anyone. 



(96. Verily, those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, the Most Gracious will bestow 
love for them.) (97. 3d, We have made this easy in your own tongue, only that you may give 
glad tidings to those who have Taqwa, and warn with it the people that are Ludda.) (98. And 
how many a generation before them have We destroyed! Can you find a single one of them or 
hear even a whisper of them) 



Allah places Love of the Righteous People in the Hearts 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about His believing servants, who work righteous deeds -- deeds 
that He is pleased with because they are in accordance with the legislation of Muhammad -- 
that He plants love for them in the hearts of His righteous servants. This is something that is 
absolutely necessary and there is no avoiding it. This has been reported in authentic Hadiths of 
the Messenger of Allah in various different ways. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, whenever Allah loves a servant of His, He calls Jibril and says, "OJibril, verily I love so- 
and-so, so love him." Thus, Jibril will love him. Then, he (Jibril) will call out to the dwellers of 
the heavens, "Verily, Allah loves so-and-so, so you too must love him." Then the dwellers of the 
heavens love him and he will be given acceptance in the earth. Whenever Allah hates a servant 
of His, He calls Jibril and says, "0 Jibril, verily I hate so-and-so, so hate him." Thus, Jibril will 
hate him. Then, he (Jibril) will call out amongst the dwellers of the heavens, "Verily, Allah 
hates so-and-so, so you too must hate him." Then the dwellers of the heavens hate him and 
hatred for him will be placed in the earth.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported narrations similar 
to this. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 

: » 



(Whenever Allah loves a servant of His, He calls Jibril (saying), "Verily, I love so-and-so, so love 
him." Then, Jibril calls out into the heavens and love for him descends among the people of the 
earth. That is the meaning of the statement of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime: (Verily, those 
who believe and work deeds of righteousness, the Most Gracious will bestow love for them.)) 
19:96 This was also reported by Muslim and At-Tirmidhi and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 



The Qur'an descended to give Glad Tidings and to warn 

Allah said; 



(So, We have made this easy) meaning the Qur'an. 



(in your own tongue,) This is an address to Prophet Muhammad and it means that the Qur'an is 
in the pure, complete and eloquent Arabic language. 



(that you may give glad tidings to those who have Taqwa,) those who respond to Allah and 
believe in His Messenger , 



(and warn with it the people who are Ludda.) meaning, the people who have deviated away 
from the truth and are inclined towards falsehood. His saying, 



(And how many a generation before them have We destroyed!) means from the nations that 
disbelieved in the signs of Allah and rejected His Messengers. 



(Can you find a single one of them or hear even a whisper of them) Meaning, * have you seen 
any of them or even heard a whisper from them.' Ibn 'Abbas, Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mkrimah, Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd all said, "This means any sound." Al- 
Hasan and Qatadah both said that this means, "Do you see with your eye, or hear any sound" 
This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surah Maryam. All praises and thanks are due to Allah. Following 
this will be the Tafsir of Surah Ta Ha, Allah willing and all praise is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Ta Ha 

(Chapter - 20) 

Which was revealed at Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ta Ha.) (2. We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you distress,) (3. But only 
as a Reminder to those who fear (Allah).) (4. A revelation from Him Who created the earth and 
high heavens.) (5. The Most Gracious Istawa the Throne.) (6. To Him belongs all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth, and all that is between them, and all that is under the 
soil.) (7. And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and that which is yet more 
hidden.) (8. Allah! There is no God but Him! To Him belong the Best Names.) 



The Qur'an is a Reminder and a Revelation from Allah 

We have already discussed the separated letters at the beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah, so there 
is no need to repeat its discussion here. Allah says, 



(We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you distress,) Juwaybir reported that Ad- 
Dahhak said, "When Allah sent the Qur'an down to His Messenger , he and his Companions adh- 
ered to it. Thus, the idolators of the Quraysh said, 'This Qur'an was only reve- aled to 
Muhammad to cause him distress.' Therefore, Allah revealed, 



(Ta Ha. We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you distress, but only as a 
Reminder to those who fear (Allah).) The matter is not like the people of falsehood claim. 
Rather, whomever Allah gives knowledge to, it is because Allah wants him to have an 



abundance of good. This like what is confirmed in the Two Sahihs on the authority of Ibn 
Mas' ud, who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Whomever Allah wants good for, then He gives him the understanding of the religion. ) 
Mujahid commented on Allah's statement, 



(We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you distress,) "This is like His statement, 



(So recite as much of the Qur'an as may be easy (for you).) 73:20 For, the people used to hang 
ropes at their chests (to hang on to when tired) in the prayer." Qatadah said, 



(We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you distress,) "No, by Allah, He did not 
make it a thing of distress. Rather, He made it a mercy, a light and a guide to Paradise." Allah 
said, 



(But only as a Reminder to those who fear (Allah).) Allah revealed His Book and sent His 
Messenger as a mercy for His servants, so that the person who reflects may be reminded. Thus, 
a man will benefit from what he hears of the Book of Allah, it is a remembrance in which Allah 
revealed what He permits and prohibits. His saying, 



(A Revelation from Him (Allah) Who has created the earth and high heavens. ) means, 'This 
Qur'an, which has come to you, Muhammad, is a revelation from your Lord. He is the Lord of 
everything and its King. He is Most Able to do whatever He wills. He created the earth with its 
low depths and dense regions. He created the lofty heavens with their high altitudes and 
subtleties.' It has been reported in a Hadith, which At-Tirmidhi and others graded as authentic, 
that the density of each sky of the heavens is the distance of five hundred years travel and the 
distance between it and the next heaven is also five hundred years. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(The Most Gracious Istawa the Throne.) A discussion concerning this has already preceded in 
Surat Al-A' raf, so there is no need to repeat it here. The safest path to take in understanding 
this, is the way of the Salaf (predecessors). Their way was to accept that which has been 
reported concerning this from the Book and the Sunnah without describing it, reinterpreting it, 
resembling it to creation, rejecting it, or comparing it to attributes of the creatures. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth, and all that is between 
them, and all that is under the soil.) This means all of this is owned by Him and in His grasp. It 
is all under His control, will, intent and judgement. He created all of this, He owns it and He is 
the God of all of it. There is no true God other than He and no Lord other than He. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(and all that is under the soil.) Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "This means that which is beneath 
the seventh earth." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and that which is yet more hidden.) 
This means that He Who revealed this Qur'an, has also created the high heavens and the earth 
and He knowsthat which is secret and what is even more hidden. As Allah says, 



(Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of the heavens and the earth. Truly, 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 25:6 ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(He knows the secret and that which is yet more hidden.) "The secret is what the son of Adam 
hides within himself, and 



(that which is yet more hidden. ) is the deeds of the son of Adam, which are hidden before he 
does them. Allah knows all of that. His knowledge encompasses that which has passed and that 
which is in the future and it is one, complete knowledge. In this regard, all of the creatures are 
as one soul to Him. That is the meaning of Misstatement, 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person.) 31:28 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Allah! There is no God but Him! To Him belongs the Best Names.) This means, 'He Who 
revealed this Qur'an to you (O Muhammad), He is Allah, there is no God except Him. He is the 
Owner of the Best Names and the most lofty attributes.' 



(9. And has there come to you the story of Musa) (10. When he saw a fire, he said to his family: 
"Wait ! Verily, I have seen a fire; perhaps I can bring you some burning brand therefrom, or find 
some guidance at the fire.") 



A Discussion of the Message of Musa 

From this point, Allah begins to mention the story of Musa, how revelation began to come to 
Him, and Allah's speaking directly to him. This occurred after Musa had completed the time 
agreed upon between he and his father-in-law that he would herd sheep. He was traveling with 
his family, and it has been said that he was headed for the land of Egypt, after having been 
away from it for more than ten years. He had his wife with him and he became lost on the way 
during a cold, wintery night. Therefore, he settled down, making a camp between some 
mountain passes and mountains that were covered with snow, sleet, dense clouds, darkness 
and fog. He began to try to make a fire with a kindling device he had with him, in order to 
produce some light, as was customary. However, it would not kindle anything and it even 
stopped giving off sparks. While he was in this condition, he saw a fire from the side of the 
mountain. It appeared to him to be a fire glowing from the right side of the mountain from 
where he was. He then announced the good news to his family saying, 



(Verily, I have seen a fire; perhaps I can bring you some burning brand) This means a flame 
from a fire. In another Ayah he said, 



(or a burning firebrand.) 28:29 ) This is a coal that has a burning flame. 



(that you may warm yourselves. ) 28:29 This proves that it was in fact cold weather at that 
time. Concerning hisstatement, 



(some burning brand) This proves that it was dark. In reference to hisstatement, 



(or find some guidance at the fire.) This means someone who can guide me to the road. This 
proves that he lost the road. This is as Ath-Thawri reported from Abu Sa' id Al-A' war, from 
Mkrimah, from Ibn ' Abbasthat he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(or find some guidance at the fire.) "This means someone who will guide me to the road. They 
were cold and had lost their way. Then, when he (Musa) saw the fire he said, ' Either I will find 
someone who can guide us to the road, or at least I can bring you all some fire that you can 
kindle with.' " 



(11. And when he came to it (the fire), he was called by name: "0 Musal") (12. "Verily, I am 
your Lord! So take off your shoes; you are in the sacred valley, Tuwa.") (13. "And I have chosen 
you. 3d listen to that which will be revealed (to you)") (14. "Verily, I am Allah! There is no God 
but Me, so worship Me, and perform Salah for My remembrance.") (15. "Verily, the Hour is 
coming -- and I am almost hiding it -- that every person may be rewarded for that which he 
strives.") (16. "Therefore, let not the one who believes not therein, but follows his own lusts, 
divert you therefrom, lest you perish.") 

The First Revelation to Musa 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And when he came to it,) This is referring to the fire when he approached it. 



(He was called by name: "0 Musa!") In another Ayah it says, 



(He was called from the right side of the valley, in the blessed place, from the tree: "0 Musa! 
Verily, I am Allah.") 28:30 However, here Allah says, 



(Verily, I am your Lord!) meaning, 'the One Who is talking to you and addressing you,' 



(So take off your shoes;) Al i bin Abi Talib, Abu Dharr, Abu Ayyub and others of the Salaf said, 
"They (his sandals) were from the skin of a donkey that was not slaughtered." It has also been 
said that he was only commanded to remove his sandals due to respect for the blessed spot. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Tuwa) " AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said, "It is the name of the valley." Others have 
said the same. This is merely mentioned as something to give more explanation to the story. It 
has also been said that it is a figure of speech, which comes from the command to place his 
feet down. It has also been said that it means 'doubly sacred' and that Tuwa is something that 



has repetitious blessings. However, the first opinion is most correct. It is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(When his Lord called him in the sacred valley of Tuwa.) 79:16 Allah's statement, 



(And I have chosen you.) is similar to Misstatement, 



(I have chosen you above men by My Messages, and by My speaking (to you).) 7:144 This 
means over all human beings of that time. It has also been said that Allah said, "0 Musa, do you 
know why I chose to speak to you directly out of all of the people" Musa said, "No." Allah then 
said, "Because I have not made anyone humble himself as much as you have humbled yourself. " 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(So listen to that which will be revealed.) "Now listen to what I say to you and what I reveal to 
you." 



(Verily, I am Allah! There is no God but Me,) This is the first obligation upon all responsible 
people of age, that they know that there is no God worthy of worship except Allah alone, Who 
has no partners. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(so worship Me,) This means, "Single Me out alone for worship, and establish My worship 
without associating anything with Me." 



(and perform Salah for My remembrance.) It has been said that this means, "Pray in order to 
remember Me." It has also been said that it means, "And establish the prayer whenever you 
remember Me." There is a supporting evidence for this second statement in a Hadith recorded 
by Imam Ahmad from Anas, who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



(Whenever one of you sleeps past the prayer, or he forgets to pray, then let him pray when he 
remembers it. For verily, Allah said, (And perform Salah for My remembrance.)) In the Two 
Sahihs it is reported from Anasthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever slept past the prayer, or forgot it, then his expiation is that he prays it when he 
remembers it. There is no expiation for it other than that.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the Hour is coming) This means that it is established and there is no avoiding it. It will 
be and it is inevitable. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(I am almost hiding it) Ad-Dahhak related from Ibn 'Abbas that he used to recite it as, "I almost 
kept it hidden -- from myself." Ibn 'Abbas then would say, "Because nothing is ever hidden 
from Allah's Self." * Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas that he said, 



(I am almost hiding it.) "This means that no one knows its appointed time except Me (Allah). 
Allah also said, 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all 
of a sudden.) 7:187 This means that its knowledge weighs heavily upon the dwellers of the 
heavens and the earth. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(that every person may be rewarded for that which he strives.) "I will establish it and it is 
inevitable. I will certainly reward every person who does something, according to what he did." 



(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom shall see it. And whosoever does evil 
equal to the weight of an atom shall see it.) 99:7-8 



(You are only being requited for what you used to do.) 52:16 Allah said, 



(Therefore, let not divert you the one who believes not therein,) The address here is directed 
towards all individuals who are responsible (and capable of taking heed to this message). This 
means, "Do not follow the way of the person who does not believe in the Hour (Day of 
Judgement) and he only pursues his desires in this worldly life. He disobeys his Lord and only 
follows his desires. Whoever behaves like these people, then verily he has failed and lost. 



(lest you perish.) This means that you will be destroyed and ruined. 



(And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down (in destruction)) 92:1 1 



(17. "And what is that in your right hand, Musa") (18. He said: "This is my stick, whereon I 
lean, and wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep, and wherein I find other uses.") (19. 
(Allah) said: "Cast it down, Musa!") (20. He cast it down, and behold! It was a snake, moving 
quickly. ) (21. Allah said: "Grasp it and fear not; We shall return it to its former state.") 



The Stick of Musa turned into a Snake 

This was a proof from Allah for Musa and a great miracle. This was something that broke 
through the boundaries of what is considered normal, thus, it was a brilliant evidence that 
none but Allah could do. It was also a proof that no one could come with the likes of this (from 
mankind) except a Prophet who was sent (by Allah). Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And what is that in your right hand, Musa) Some of the scholars of Tafsir have said, "He 
(Allah) only said thisto him in order to draw his attention to it." It has also been said, "He only 
said thisto him in order to affirm for him what was in his hand. In other words, that which is in 
your right hand is a stick that you are familiar with. You will see what We are about to do to it 
now." 



(And what is that in your right hand, O Musa) This is an interrogative phrase for the purpose of 
affirmation. 



(He said: "This is my stick, whereon I lean...") I lean on it while I am walking. 



(and wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep,) This means, 'I use it to shake the 
branches of trees so that the leaves will fall for my sheep to eat them. ' ' Abdur-Rahman bin Al- 
Qasim reported from Imam Malik that he said, " It is when a man places his staff into a branch 
and shakes it so that its leaves and fruit will fall without breaking the stick. It is not the same 
as striking or beating." Maymun bin Mahran also said the same. Concerning his statement, 



(and wherein I find other uses.) This means other benefits, services and needs besides this. 
Some of the scholars took upon themselves the burden of mentioning many of these obscure 
uses. Concerning Allah's statement, 



((Allah) said: "Cast it down, Musal") "Throw down this stick that is in your right hand, 
Musa." 



(He cast it down, and behold! It was a snake, moving quickly.) This means that the stick 
changed into a huge snake, like a long python, and it moved with rapid movements. It moved 
as if it were the fastest type of small snake. Yet, it was in the form of the largest snake, while 
still having the fastest of movements. 



(moving quickly.) moving restlessly. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(We shall return it to its former state. ) the form that it was in, as you recognized it before. 



(22. "And press your (right) hand to your (left) side: it will come forth white (and shining), 
without any disease as another sign,") (23. "That We may show you (some) of Our greater 
signs.") (24. "Go to Fir' awn! Verily, he has transgressed.") (25. He said: "0 my Lord! Open for 
me my chest.") (26. "And ease my task for me;") (27. "And loosen the knot from my tongue,") 
(28. "That they understand my speech.") (29. "And appoint for me a helper from my family,") 
(30. "Harun, my brother.") (31. "Increase my strength with him,") (32. "And let him share my 
task,") (33. "That we may glorify You much,") (34. "And remember You much,") (35. "Verily, You 
are ever seeing us.") 

The Hand of Musa turning White without any Disease 

This is the second sign of Musa. That is Allah has commanded him to place his hand into the 
opening of his garment, as is clearly stated in another Ayah. It mentioned here merely as a 
passing reference, saying: 



(And press your hand to your side:) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And draw your hand close to your side to be free from fear. These are two signs from your 
Lord to Fir' awn and his chiefs.) 28:32 Mujahid said, 



(And press your hand to your side:) "This means put your palm under your upper arm." When 
Musa put his hand into the opening of his garment and brought it out, it came out shining as if 
it were a half moon. Concerning His statement, 



(it will come forth white, without any disease) This means without any leprosy, ailment, or 
disfigurement. This was stated by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, * Ikrimah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As- 
Suddi and others. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "He brought it out, and by Allah, it was as if it were a 
lamp. From this Musa knew that he had surely met his Lord, the Mighty and Sublime." This is 
why Allah says, 



(That We may show you (some) of Our greater signs.) 



Allah commanded Musa to go to Fir awn to convey the Message 

Allah said, 



(Go to Fif awn! Verily, he has transgressed.) This means, "Go to Fif awn, the king of Egypt, 
whom you left Egypt fleeing from, and invite him to the worship of Allah alone, Who has no 
partners. Command him to treat the Children of Israel well and to not torment them. For 
verily, he has transgressed, oppressed, preferred the worldly life and forgotten the Most High 
Lord." 



The Supplication of Musa 



((Musa) said: "0 my Lord! Open for me my chest, and ease my task for me.") Musa requsted his 
Lord to expand his chest for his mission. For verily, He was commanding him with a great task 
and a weighty affair. He was sending him to the mightiest king on the face of the earth at that 
time. He wasthe most arrogant and severe of all people in his disbelief, and He had the largest 
army and the most powerful kingdom. He wasthe most tyrannical and the most obstinate of 
rulers. His case was such that he claimed not to know Allah at all, and that he knew of no god 
for his subjects other than himself. Along with this, Musa lived in his home for a period of time 
as a child. He stayed in Fif awn's own room and slept on his bed. Then, after this, he killed one 
of their people and feared that they would retaliate by killing him in return. Thus, he fled from 
them and remained an outlaw during this entire time. Then, after all of this, His Lord sent him 
to them as a warner calling them to worship Allah alone, without associating partners with 
Him. This is why he said, 



(0 my Lord! Open for me my chest, and ease my task for me.) This means, "I cannot perform 
this task if You do not help me, aid me and support me." 



(And loosen the knot from my tongue, that they understand my speech.) This is referring to the 
lisp that he had. This lisp was a result of an incident when he was presented a date and a hot 
coal stone and he placed the coal on his tongue instead of the date. A detailed explanation of 
this story is forthcoming in the following chapters. However, he did not ask Allah to remove 
this affliction all together. Rather, he asked for removal of his stammering so the people would 



understand what he intended in his speech. He was only asking for what was necessary to 
deliver his message. If he had asked for the removal of his affliction in its entirety, it would 
have been cured for him. However, the Prophets do not ask for any more than what is 
required. Therefore, he was left with the remnants of this accident that took place with his 
tongue. Allah informed of what Fir' awn said concerning him, 



(Am I not better than this one who is despicable and can scarcely express himself 
clearly) 43:52 This meansthat he is not eloquent in speech. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And appoint for me a helper from my family, Harun, my brother.) This was also a request from 
Musa concerning something not pertaining to himself. That was his request for the assistance of 
his brother, Harun. Ath-Thawri reported from Abu Sa' id, from ' Ikrimah, who said that Ibn 
" Abbas said, "Harun was made a Prophet at the same moment that Musa was made a Prophet." 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'A'ishah went out intending to perform " Umrah and stopped to 
camp among some bedouins. While she was among them she heard a man say, "Which brother 
in this life wasthe most beneficial to his brother" The people said, "We do not know." The man 
said, "By Allah, I know." " A'ishah said, "I said to myself about his swearing, that he should not 
swear such an oath, singling himself out as knowing what person was of most benefit to his 
brother." The man said, "It is Musa, when he asked for prophethood to be bestowed upon his 
brother." Then ' A'ishah said, "By Allah, he has spoken truthfully." This is why Allah commended 
Musa by saying, 



(And he was honorable before Allah.) 33:69 Concerning Musa's statement, 



(Increase my strength with him.) Mujahid said, "This meansto make my back strong." 



(And let him share my task.) make him my consultant in this matter. 



(That we may glorify You much, and remember You much.) Mujahid said, "A servant of Allah is 
not considered of those who remember Allah much until he remembers Allah while standing, 
sitting and lying down." Concerning his statement, 



(Verily, You are ever seeing us.) This means in Your choosing us, giving us the prophethood and 
sending usto Your enemy, Fir' awn. So unto You is all praise for this. 



(36. (Allah) said: "You are granted your request, Musa!") (37. "And indeed We conferred a 
favor on you another time (before).") (38. "When We inspired your mother with that which We 
inspired.") (39. "Saying: ' Put him (the child) into the Tabut and put it into the river; then the 
river shall cast it up on the bank, and there, an enemy of Mine and an enemy of his shall take 
him.' And I endued you with love from Me, in order that you may be brought up under My Eye.") 
(40. "When your sister went and said: ' Shall I show you one who will nurse him' So We restored 
you to your mother, that she might cool her eyes and she should not grieve. Then you did kill a 
man, but We saved you from great distress and tried you with a heavy trial.") 

Glad Tidings of the acceptance of Musa's Supplication and the 
Reminder of the Previous Blessings 

This is a response from Allah to His Messenger, Musa, for what he requested from His Lord. It 
also contains a reminder of Allah's previous favors upon him. The first was inspiring his mother 
when she was breastfeeding him and she feared that Fif awn and his chiefs would kill him. 
Musa was born during a year in which they (Fir' awn's people) were killing all of the male 
children. So she placed him in a case and cast him into the river. The river carried him away 
and she became grieved and distressed, as Allah mentioned about her when He said, 



(And the heart of the mother of Musa became empty. She was very near to disclose his (case) 
had We not strengthened her heart.) 28:10 So the river carried him to the home of Fir' awn. 



(Then the people of Fir' awn picked him up, that he might become for them an enemy and a 
(cause of ) grief.) 28:8 Means that this was a destined matter, decreed by Allah. They were 
killing the male children of the Israelites for fear of Musa's arrival. Therefore, with Allah having 
the great authority and the most perfect power, He determined that Musa would not be raised 
except upon Fir' awn's own bed. He would be sustained by Fir' awn's food and drink, while 
receiving the love of Fir' awn and his wife. This is why Allah said, 



(and there, an enemy of Mine and an enemy of his shall take him. And I endued you with love 
from Me,) This means that I made your enemy love you. Salamah bin Kuhayl said, 



(And I endued you with love from Me,) "This means, ' I made My creatures love you.' 



(in order that you may be brought up under My Eye.) Abu ' Imran Al-Jawni said, "This means, 
' You will be raised under Allah's Eye.' " Concerning Allah's statement, 



(When your sister went and said: ' Shall I show you one who will nurse him' So We restored you 
to your mother, that she might cool her eyes) When he was accepted into the house of 
Fir' awn, women were brought in attempts to find someone who might be able to nurse him. 
But he refused to breast feed from any of them. Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And We had already forbidden (other) foster suckling mothers for him) 28:12 Then, his sister 
came and said, 



(Shall I direct you to a household who will rear him for you, and look after him in a good 
manner) 28:12 She meant, "Shall I guide you to someone who can nurse him for you for a fee" 
So she took him and they went with her to his real mother. When her breast was presented to 
him, he took it and they (Fir' awn's family) were extremely happy for this. Thus, they hired her 
to nurse him and she achieved great happiness and comfort because of him, in this life and 
even more so in the Hereafter. Allah, the Exalted, says here, 



(So We restored you to your mother, that she might cool her eyes and she should not grieve.) 
This means that she should not grieve over you. 



(Then you killed man,) This means that he killed a Coptic person (the people of Egypt, 
Fir' awn's people). 



(but We saved you from great distress) This is what he was feeling due to Fir' awn's family 
intending to kill him. So he fled from them until he came to the water of the people of 
Madyan. This is when the righteous man said to him, 



(Fear you not. You have escaped from the people who are wrongdoers.) 28:25 



(40. Then you stayed a number of years with the people of Madyan. Then you came here 
according to the fixed term which I ordained (for you), Musa!) (41. And I have chosen you for 
Myself.) (42. Go you and your brother with My Ayat, and do not, you both, slacken and become 
weak in My remembrance.) (43. Go both of you to Fir' awn, verily, he has transgressed.) (44. 
And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear (Allah).) 

Choosing Musa to go to Fir awn and to be Soft and Gentle in His 

Invitation 

Allah, the Exalted, says in His address to Musa that he had lived among the people of Madyan, 
avoiding Fir' awn and his chiefs. He worked as a shepherd for his father-in-law until the 
appointed time for his work ended. Then he met the decree of Allah and His predetermined 
will, without him having any set appointment. This entire situation was under the control of 
Allah, Blessed be He, the Most High. He compels His servants and His creatures to whatever 
end He wills. This is why Allah says, 



(Then You came here according to the fixed term which I ordained (for you), O Musa!) Mujahid 
said, "For a set appointment." ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ma' mar reported from Qatadah 
that he said, 



(Then You came here according to the fixed term which I ordained (for you), Musa!) "For the 
decree of messengership and prophet hood." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And I have chosen you for Myself.) This means, "I have chosen you and selected you to be a 
Messenger for Myself. This is as I wish and according to My will." Concerning the Tafsir of this 
Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Adam and Musa met, and Musa said, "You are the one who made things difficult for mankind 
and you caused them to be evicted from Paradise." Adam said, "Are you the one whom Allah 
chose for His Message, and He selected you for Himself and He revealed the Tawrah to you" 
Musa replied, "Yes." Then Adam said, "Did you find that it was preordained upon me before He 
(Allah) created me" Musa replied, "Yes." Therefore, Adam defeated Musa's argument.) Both Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim recorded this narration. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Go you and your brother with My Ayat,) This means with My proofs, evidences and miracles. 



(And do not, you both, slacken and become weak in My remembrance.) Al i bin Abi Talhah 
related from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "This means do not be slow." Mujahid reported that Ibn 
' Abbas said, "This means do not be weak." The meaning here is that they should not slacken in 
the remembrance of Allah. Rather, they both should remember Allah during their meeting with 
Fir' awn so that the remembrance of Allah can be an aid for them against him. The 
remembrance of Allah would be their strength and their power that would defeat him. Allah's 
statement; 



(Go both of you to Fir" awn, Verily, he has transgressed.) means that he has rebelled and 
become haughty and insolent against Allah and he has disobeyed Him. 



(And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear (Allah).) This Ayah 
contains a great lesson. Even though Fir' awn was the most insolent and arrogant of people and 



Musa was the friend of Allah among His creation at that time, Musa was still commanded to 
speak to Fir' awn with mildness and softness. Therefore, their invitation to him was with 
gentle, soft and easy speech that is used by one who is a close friend. This is so that the 
message may have more effect on the souls, and so it would have deeper and more beneficial 
results. This is as Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Invite (mankind) to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair preaching, and argue with them 
in a way that is better.) 16:125 Concerning Allah's statement, 



(perhaps he may accept admonition or fear (Allah). ) This means that perhaps he will recant 
from that which he is in of misguidance and destruction, 



(or he will fear) meaning that he will become obedient due to fear of Allah. This is as Allah 
says, 



(For such who desires to remember or desires to show his gratitude.) 25:62 Thus, to 
remember means to recant from that which is dangerous, and fear means to attain obedience. 



(45. Both of them said: "Our Lord! Verily, we fear lest he should hasten to punish us or lest he 
should transgress.") (46. He (Allah) said: "Fear not, verily, I am with you both, hearing and 
seeing.") (47. "3d go you both to him, and say: 'Verily, we are both Messengers of your Lord, so 
let the Children of Israel go with us, and torment them not; indeed, we have come with a sign 
from your Lord! And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!") (48. 'Truly, it has 
been revealed to us that the torment will be for him who denies, and turns away/ ") 



Musa's fear of Fir awn and Allah's strengthening Him 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that Musa and Harun pleaded to Allah, expressing their grievance to 
him: 



(Verily, we fear lest he should hasten to punish us or lest he should transgress.) They meant 
that Fif awn might seize them unexpectedly with a punishment, or transgress against them by 
tormenting them, when they actually did not deserve it. Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn 'Abbas 
that he said that transgress here means, "To exceed the bounds." 



(He (Allah) said: "Fear not, verily, I am with you both, hearing and seeing.") meaning; "Do not 
fear him (Fir' awn), for verily, I am with you and I hear your speech and his speech as well. I 
see your place and I see his place as well. Nothing is hidden from Me of your affair. Know that 
his forehead is in My Hand, and he does not speak, breathe, or use any force, except by My 
leave and after My command. I am with you by My protection, My help and My support." 



(So go you both to him, and say: "Verily, we are both Messengers of your Lord...") 

Musa admonishes Fir awn 

Concerning his statement, 



(indeed, We have come with a sign from your Lord!) meaning with evidence and a miracle from 
your Lord. 



(And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!) meaning, 'peace be upon you if you 
follow the guidance.' Because of this, when the Messenger of Allah wrote a letter to Heraclius, 
the emperor of Rome, beginning with, 



» 



« 

(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. From Muhammad, the Messenger 
of Allah, to Heraclius the emperor of Rome. Peace be upon him who follows the guidance. 
Thus, to proceed: Verily, I invite you with the invitation of Islam. So accept Islam and you will 
be safe, and Allah will give you a double reward.) Due to this, Musa and Harun said to Fir' awn, 



(And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance! Truly, it has been revealed to us that 
the torment will be for him who denies, and turns away.) In His flawless revelation, Allah has 
revealed to us that torment is prepared exclusively for those who reject the signs of Allah and 
turn away from His obedience. As Allah says, 



(Then for him who transgressed all bounds, and preferred the life of this world, Verily, his 
abode will be Hellfire.) 79:37-39 Allah, the Exalted, also says, 



(Therefore I have warned you of a blazing Fire. None shall enter it save the most wretched. 
Who denies and turns away.) 92:14-16 Allah also says, 



(So he neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he belied and turned away.) 75:31- 
32 This meansthat he denied with his heart and turned away by his actions. 



(49. Fir" awn said: "Who then, O Musa, is the Lord of you two") (50. Musa said: "Our Lord is He 
Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.") (51. Fir" awn said: "What 
about the generations of old") (52. Musa said: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a 
Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets." 

The Conversation between Musa and Fir awn 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about Fir" awn that he said to Musa, in his rejection of the existence 
of a Supreme Maker and Creator, Who is the God of everything and his own Lord and Owner: 



(Who then, Musa, is the Lord of you two) meaning "Who is the one who called you forth and 
sent you For verily, I do not know him and I have not given you any god other than myself." 



((Musa) said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it 
aright.") " AM bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn " Abbas said, "He is saying that He created a mate 
for everything." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn " Abbas said, "He made the man a man, and the donkey 
a donkey and the sheep a sheep." Layth bin Abi Sulaym reported from Mujahidthat he said, "He 
gave everything its form." Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said, "He fashioned the creation of 
every moving creature." Sa" id bin Jubayr said concerning His statement, 



((Who) gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.) "He gave each of His 
creatures what is suitable for its creation." Therefore, He did not give man the form of a wild 



beast, nor did He give wild beasts the form of the dog. Likewise, the dog's form is not like the 
sheep's. He also gave creature a suitable spouse, and He influenced everything towards that 
mate. There is no species of creation that is exactly like another species. They are different in 
their actions, their forms, their sustenance and their mating. Some of the scholars of Tafsir 
have said that this statement, "He gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it 
aright," is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And Who has measured; and then guided.) 87:3 This means He measured out an ordained 
amount (of sustenance, actions, etc.) and then guided His creatures to it. He wrote the deeds, 
the appointed times of death and the provisions. Then, the creatures traverse upon that and 
they are not able to avoid it, nor are they able to abandon it. In this Ayah Musa is saying that 
our Lord is the One Who created the creation, measured out itsordainment and compelled the 
creaturesto that which He wanted. 



((Fif awn) said: "What about the generations of old") The most correct opinion concerning the 
meaning of this, is that when Musa informed Fif awn that his Lord Who sent him is the One 
Who creates, sustains, ordains and guides, Fif awn began to argue, using the previous 
generations as a proof. He was referring to those people of old who did not worship Allah. In 
other words, "If the matter is as you say, then what happened to those people They did not 
worship your Lord. Instead they worshipped other gods besides Him." Musa said to him, in 
response to this, that if they did not worship Allah, then Allah knows precisely what happened 
to them and He will give them just recompense for their deeds, as is written in Allah's Book (of 
decrees). This Book is called Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet) and it is the Book of 
Deeds. 



(My Lord neither errs nor forgets.) This means that nothing eludes Him and He does not miss 
anything, whether it is small or great. He does not forget anything and His Most Exalted 
knowledge is described as encompassing everything. Blessed be He, the Exalted, the Most Holy 
and free of any imperfections. The knowledge that creatures have has two deficiencies. The 
first is that it does not completely encompass anything, and the second is that the creature is 
prone to forget after knowing. Therefore, Allah has declared Himself above such deficiencies. 



(53. Who has made earth for you like abed; and has opened ways for you therein, and has sent 
down water (rain) from the sky. And We have brought forth with it various kinds of vegetation.) 
(54. Eat and pasture your cattle; verily, in this are Ayat for men of understanding.) (55. 
Thereof We created you, and into it We shall return you, and from it We shall bring you out 
once again.) (56. And indeed We showed him (Fir' awn) all Our Ayat, but he denied and 
refused.) 



The Completion of Musa's Reply to Fir awn 

This is from the completion of Musa's speech concerning the description of His Lord when 
Fir' awn asked him about Him. He (Musa) said, 



(He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.) Then, Fir' awn 
attempted to present some argumentative rebuttal during Musa's reply. Yet, Musa continued by 
saying, "He is the One Who made the earth as a bed for you." Some recited the word as 
Mihadan and others recited it as Mahdan, which means 'a place of rest that you settle down 
upon.' It also may mean 'that which you stand upon, sleep upon or travel upon its back.' 



(and has opened ways for you therein.) This means, ' He made roads for you to walk upon their 
shoulders.' This is just as He, the Exalted, said, 



(And placed therein broad highways for them to pass through, that they may be guided.) 
21:31 



(and has sent down water from the sky. And We have brought forth with it various kinds of 
vegetation.) referring to the various species of plants, such as vegetation and fruits. Some are 
sour, some are sweet, some are bitter and there are other kinds as well. 



(Eat and pasture your cattle (therein);) meaning, 'something that is food for you and a 
palatable fruit for you, and something that is for your cattle as fodder for them, both green 
and dry.' 



(Verily, in this are Ayat.) This means proofs, signs and evidences. 



(for men of understanding.) meaning those who possess correct and upright intelligence 
realizing that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah, and there is no true Lord other 
than Him. 



(Thereof We created you, and into it we shall return you, and from it We shall bring you out 
once again.) meaning, 'the earth is your beginning. For your father, Adam, was created with 
dirt from the surface of the earth. You also will be returned to the earth. This means that you 
will become dirt when you die and decay.' The statement, "And from it We shall bring you out 
once again," means, 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with His praise and obedience, and you 
will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) 17:52 This Ayah is similar to 
Allah's statement, 



(He said: "Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and from it you shall be brought 
out.") 7:25 



Musa showed Fir awn all of the Signs but He did not believe 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And indeed We showed him (Fir' awn) all Our Ayat, but he denied and refused.) This means 
that the proofs, signs and evi- denceswere establi- shed against Fir' awn and he saw them with 
his own eyes, but he still denied and rejec- ted them due to his disbelief, abstinence and 
transgression. This is as Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And they belied them wrongfully and arrogantly, though they themselves were convinced 
thereof.) 27:14 



(57. He (Fir" awn) said: "Have you come to drive us out of our land with your magic, Musa") 
(58. "Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint a meeting between us and 
you, which neither we nor you shall fail to keep, in an open place where both shall have a just 
and equal chance.") (59. (Musa) said: "Your appointed meeting isthe day of the festival, and let 
the people assemble when the sun has risen (forenoon).") 



Fir awn describes Musa's Proofs as being Magic and Their 
Agreement to hold a Contest 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of what Fir' awn said to Musa when he showed him the great proof. 
This great sign to Fir' awn was Musa casting down his stick which became a huge snake, and his 
pulling his hand out from under his arm while it was glowing white without any illness. At this, 
Fir' awn said, "This is magic that you have brought to us to bewitch us and conquer the people, 
so that they will follow you. Then you will outnumber us." Fir' awn then said, "Your plan will 
not work. We have magic just like yours, so do not let yourself be deceived by that what you 
are doing." 



(so appoint a meeting between us and you,) Meaning, 'a day that we can come together to 
present some of our magic to confront yours. It will be at a specified place and time.' With 
this, Musa said to them, 



(Your appointed meeting is the day of festival,) That was the day of their celebration and their 
New Year's festivity. It was a holiday for them when they took vacation from their work and 
came together for a large gathering. This day was selected so that all of the people could 
witness the power of Allah to do whatever He wills. They would see the miracles of the 
prophets and the futility of magic to contest the supernatural prophetic powers. This is why 
Musa said, 



(and let the people assemble) meaning all of them. 



(when the sun has risen (forenoon).) meaning in the morning, just before noon. In this way the 
contest will be most visible, well lit, apparent and obvious in plain view. This isthe way of the 
Prophets. Their work is always clear and apparent. It is never something hidden, or something 
for sale. This is why he did not say that the meeting should be at night, but rather, it wasto be 
held during the bright part of the day. Ibn ' Abbas said, "The day of their festivity was the day 
of 'Ashura'." As-Suddi, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, "It was the day of their great celebration." 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "It was the day of their great bazzar." These statements are not 
contradictory. I say that Allah destroyed Fir' awn and his armies on a day similar to this, just as 
is confirmed in the Sahih. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "It was a flat place where 
all of the people were on the same level, having an equal view of the event. There was nothing 
there that would obstruct the view so that some people could see what others did not." 



(60. Sa Fir" awn withdrew, devised his plot and then came back.) (61. Musa said to them: "Woe 
unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah, lest He should destroy you completely by a torment. 
And surely, he who invents a lie (against Allah) will fail miserably.") (62 Then they debated one 
with another what they must do, and they kept their talk secret.) (63. They said: "Verily, these 
are two magicians. Their object is to drive you out from your land with magic, and to take you 
away from your exemplary way.") (64. "So devise your plot, and then assemble in line. And 
whoever overcomes this day will be indeed successful.") 

The Meeting of the Two Parties, Musa's Propagation of the Message 

and the Magicians 

Allah, the Exalted informs that when Fir" awn and Musa agreed to an appointed meeting at a 
specified place and time, Fir" awn began to gather some magicians from the cities of his 
kingdom. Every person who had any affiliation with magic at that time was summoned, and 
magic was very widespread and in demand at that time. This is as Allah says, 



(And Fir" awn said: "Bring me every well-versed sorcerer.") 10:79 Then, the day came. It was 
the day when all of the people gathered, which was well-known, being the day of the festival. 
Fir" awn was there sitting upon his throne surrounded by the elite officials of his kingdom. The 
subjects were all standing on his right and his left. Then, Musa came forward leaning upon his 
stick accompanied by his brother Harun. The magicians were standing in front of Fir" awn in 
rows and he was prodding them, inciting them and encouraging them to do their best on this 
day. They wanted to please him and he was promising them and inspiring them. They said, 



(Will there surely be a reward for us if we are the winners He (Fir" awn) said: "Yes, and you 
shall then verily be of those brought near (to myself).") 26:41-42 



(Musa said to them: "Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah...") This means, "Do not make 
an illusion before the people of something that is not real, making it appear as if it were a 
creature, when it is not really a creature. If you do this, then you would be lying on Allah." 



(lest He (Allah) should destroy you completely by a torment.) This means, " He will destroy you 
with a destructive punishment that will not spare anything, or anyone.' 



("...And surely, he who invents a lie will fail miserably." Then they debated one with another 
what they must do,) It has been said that this means that they argued among themselves. 3d 
one of them said, "This is not the speech of a magician, but it is the speech of a Prophet." 
Another said, "No, he is only a magician." There are other opinions that have been mentioned 
about what they discussed. And Allah knows best. Allah's statement, 



(and they kept their talk secret.) means, they held secret counsel among themselves about this 
matter. 



(They said: "Verily, these are two Hadhan magicians...") This is a way of speaking with some 
of the Arabs and this Ayah has been recited according to the grammar of their dialect. There 
are also others who recite it as, ( ) Which carries the same meaning, "Verily, these 

are two Hadhayn magicians." This is the popular style of language in Arabic grammar. The 
grammarians have extensive discussions in reply to the first recitation and its grammatical 
explanation, but this is not the place for such a discussion. The main point is that the 
magicians said among themselves, "You all know that this man and his brother (Musa and 
Harun) are two knowledgeable magicians who are quite aware of the skill of magic. They want 
to defeat you and your people today and conquer the people, causing the masses to follow 
them. They want to fight against Fir' awn and his armies, and they are seeking victory over 
him. And their ultimate goal isto expel you from your land." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and to take you away from your exemplary way.) This means, Mhey want to expose this way 
(of yours) openly, which is magic' For verily, they were considered great because of their 
magic. They had wealth and sustenance because of this magic. They were actually saying, "If 
these two (Musa and Harun) are victorious, they will destroy you and expel you from your land. 
In doing so, they will be the first individuals to do so, and they will be given great power of 
leadership without you." Ibn ' Abbas mentioned concerning Allah's statement, 



(and to take you away from your exemplary way. ) "This means their kingdom, which they were 
in, and their livelihood." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, "This superior way means that which 
they were upon." 



(So devise your plot, and assemble in line.) This means, "All of you come together in one row, 
and throw that which is in your hands at one time in order to dazzle the eyes (of the people) 
and defeat this man and his brother." 



(And whoever overcomes this day will be indeed successful.) meaning "Between you and us. As 
for us (the magicians), we have been promised to be given an abundance of power and 
sovereignty. And in reference to him (Musa), He will gain great leadership." 



(65. They said: "0 Musa! Either you throw first or we be the first to throw") (66. Musa said: 
"Nay, throw you (first)!" Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to 
him as though they moved fast.) (67. So Musa conceived fear in himself.) (68. We (Allah) said: 
"Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper hand.") (69. "And throw that which is in your right 
hand! It will swallow up that which they have made. That which they have made is only a 
magician's trick, and the magician will never be successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he 
may attain.") (70. So the magicians fell down prostrate. They said: "We believe in the Lord of 
Harun and Musa.") 

The Competition, Musa's Victory, and the Magician's Faith 



Allah, the Exalted, informs about the magicians when they met Musa, that they said to Musa, 



("Either you throw first...") meaning, "you go first. 



("...or we be the first to throw" (Musa) said: "Nay, throw you (first)!") This means, 'you 
magicians should go first so that we can see what magic you are going to perform and so that 
the true state of their affair will become obviousto the people.' 



(Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as though they 
moved fast.) In another Ayah it says that when they threw, 



(Then said: "By the might of Fir' awn, it is we who will certainly win!") 26:44 And Allah, the 
Exalted, says, 



(They bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck terror into them, and they displayed a 
great magic.) 7:116 Here, He says in this Surah, 



(Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as though they 
moved fast.) They were a large numbered group and each one of them threw a stick and a rope 
until the valley became full of snakes piled on top of each other. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(So Musa conceived fear in himself.) This means that he feared for the people that they would 
be tested and deceived by their magic before he could even have a chance to throw what was 
in his right hand. Thus, Allah revealed to him at the right moment, to throw what was in his 
right hand, which was the stick. When he did so, it swallowed what they had made. It became 
a huge, monstrous creature with legs, a neck, a head and fangs. It went after these ropes and 
sticks until none of them remained, except that it was devoured and swallowed by this beast. 
At the same time, the magicians and all of the people were watching with their own eyes, 
seeing this amazing event in broad daylight. Thus, the miracle was performed and the evidence 
was clear. The truth prevailed and the magic was proven to be falsehood. This is why Allah 
said, 



(That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be 
successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain.) So when the magicians saw the event 
and witnessed it with their own eyes, while they were knowledgeable of the various tricks and 
methods in the sciences of magic, they knew with conviction that what Musa had done was not 
magic or illusionary tricks. They recognized that it wasthe truth without any doubt. They knew 
that no one had any power to do this except for One Who says for a thing "Be," and it is. 
Therefore, when this happened, they fell down into prostration to Allah. They said, "We 
believe in the Lord of all that exists, the Lord of Musa and Harun!" This is why Ibn " Abbas and 
x Ubayd bin ' Umayr both said, "At the beginning of the day they were magicians and at the end 
of the day they were outstanding witnesses of faith." I 



The Number of Magicians 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The magicians were seventy men who were 
magicians in the morning, but witnesses of faith by the time evening came." Ibn Abi Hatim also 
reported that Al-Awza'i said, "When the magicians fell down in prostration, Paradise was raised 
up before them until they were looking at it." It is reported from Sa' id bin Jubayr that he said 
concerning Allah's statement, 



(So the magicians fell down prostrate.) "They saw their places (in Paradise) made clear before 
them while they were in their prostration." ' Ikrimah and Al-Qasim bin Abi Bizzah both said the 

same. 



(71. (Fif awn) said: "Believe you in him before I give you permission Verily, he is your chief who 
has taught you magic. 3d I will surely cut off your hands and feet on opposite sides, and I will 
surely crucify you on the trunks of date palms, and you shall surely know which of us can give 
the severe and more lasting torment. ") (72. They said: "We prefer you not over what have 
come to us of the clear signs and to Him (Allah) Who created us. So, decree whatever you 
desire to decree, for you can only' decree (regarding) this life of the world.") (73. "Verily, we 
have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults, and the magic to which you did 
compel us. And Allah is better as regards reward in comparison to your reward, and more 
lasting.") 



Fir awn's turning against the Magicians, His threatening Them and 

Their Reply 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of Fir' awn's disbelief, obstinance, transgression and haughtiness 
against the truth in favor of falsehood. When he saw what he saw of the magnificent miracle 
and the great sign, and he saw those whose help he sought accept faith in the presence of all 
of the people, and he was absolutely defeated, he began to behave arrogantly and cast 
accusations. He resorted to using his esteemed honor and might against the magicians. He 
warned them and threatened them saying, 



(Believe you in him (Musa)) This means, "Do you have faith in him" 



(before I give you permission) meaning, "I have not commanded you to do so, by which you 
have rebelled against me." Then he said a statement that he, the magicians and all creatures 
knew was a forgery and an utter lie. 



(Verily, he is your chief who has taught you magic.) meaning "You all only took your magic from 
Musa and you have made an agreement with him against me and my subjects, that you would 
help him be victorious." Allah says in another Ayah, 



(Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive out its people, but you shall 
come to know.) 7:123 Then he began threatening them. He said to them, 



(So I will surely cut off your hands and feet on opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you on 
the trunks of date palms,) meaning, "I will certainly make an example of you, I will kill you in a 
public execution." Ibn 'Abbas said, "Thus, he was the first person to ever do this (public 
execution, crucifixion)." This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And you shall surely know which of us can give the severe and more lasting torment.) This 
means, "You say that my people and I are astray and that you (magicians), Musa and his people 
are following correct guidance, but you will come to know who will be punished and remain 
punished." So when he attacked with this and threatened them, their souls eased them because 
of their belief in Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. They exclaimed, 



(They said: "We prefer you not over what have come to us of the clear signs...") meaning, "We 
do not chose you over the guidance and conviction that we have received. " 



(and to Him (Allah) Who created us.) It could be that they were swearing, "By He Who has 
created us." It also could be connected in meaning to the clear signs mentioned before it. In 
this case it would mean, "We do not prefer you over our Originator and Creator, Who produced 
us from a beginning that was nothing. He created us from clay (or mud). Therefore, He alone 
deserves worship and humility and you do not (Fir" awn)!" 



(So decree whatever you desire to decree,) "Do whatever you wish and whatever your hands 
are able to achieve." 



(for you can only decree (regarding) this life of the world.) meaning, "You only have power in 
this world and it is a world that will come to an end. Verily, we are hoping in the eternal 
abode." 



(Veriiy, we have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults,) "Whatever evils that 
we did." It specifically means, 'which we were forced to do of magic, in order to oppose the 
sign of Allah and the miracle of His Prophet.' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said 
concerning Allah's statement, 



(and the magic to which you compelled us.) "Fir' awn took forty boys from the Children of Israel 
and commanded that they be taught magic at Al-Farama. He said, ' Teach them knowledge that 
no one in the land knows."' Ibn ' Abbas then said, "They were of those who believed in Musa and 
they were of those who said, 



(We have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults, and the magic to which you 
did compel us.)" ' Abdur-Fiahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said the same. Allah's statement, 



(And Allah is better as regards reward in comparison to your reward, and more lasting.) means, 
"He is better for usthan you." 



(and more lasting.) More lasting in reward than what you pro- mised us and made us aspire to. 
It is apparent that Fir' awn (may Allah curse him) was bent upon their punishment, and that 
what he did to them was a mercy from Allah for them. This is why Ibn ' Abbas and others of the 
Salaf said, "They woke up in that morning as magicians, but they became witnesses of faith by 
the evening. " 



(74. Verily, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal, then surely, for him is Hell, wherein he 
will neither die nor live.) (75. But whoever comes to Him as a believer, and has done righteous 
good deeds, for such are the high ranks,) (76. 'Adn Gardens, under which rivers flow, wherein 
they will abide forever, and such isthe reward of those who purify themselves.) 

The Magicians admonish Fir awn 

of the vengeance of Allah and His eternal and everlasting punishment. They also encouraged 
him to seek Allah's eternal and endless reward. They said, 



(Verily, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal,) This means, whoever meets Allah on the Day 
of Judgment while being a criminal. 



(then surely, for him is Hell, wherein he will neither die nor live.) This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that they die, nor shall itstorment be 
lightened for them. Thus do We requite every disbeliever!) 35:36 Allah also said, 



(But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the great Fire. There he will neither die 
nor live.) 87:11-13 



(And they will cry: "0 Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord made an end of us." He will say: 
"Verily, you shall abide forever.") 43:77 Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Abu Sa id Al- 
Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The dwellers of Hellfire, who are those who deserve it, they will not die in it, nor will they be 
living. Rather, they will be a people who will be punished by the Fire due to their sins. It will 
be gradually killing them and devouring them until they become burnt coals. Then, intercession 
will be allowed and they will be brought (out of Hell) group by group and they will be spread on 
the rivers of Paradise. It will then be said, "0 people of Paradise, pour (water) over them." 
Then, they will start to grow like the growing of a seed on the muddy banks of a flowing river.) 
A man among the people said, "It is as if the Messenger of Allah lived in the desert." This is how 
Muslim recorded this narration in his Sahih. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But whoever comes to Him (Allah) as a believer, and has done righteous good deeds,) whoever 
meets his Lord on the Day of Judgment as a believer in his heart, then verily, his intentions in 
his heart will be affirmed to be true by his statements and deeds. 



(for such are the high ranks,) Paradise, which has the highest levels, the most tranquil rooms 
and the nicest homes. Imam Ahmad reported from ' Ubadah bin As-Samit that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Paradise has one hundred levels and between each level is a distance like the distance 
between the sky and the earth. Al-Firdaws is the name of the highest of its levels. From it 
springsthe four rivers and the Throne is above it. Therefore, when you ask Allah, then ask Him 
for Al-Firdaws.) This narration was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi. In the Two Sahihs it is 
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, the people of the ' llliyyin will see those who are above them just as you see the fading 
star in the horizon of the sky, due to the different status of virtue between them. ) The people 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah, these are the dwellings of the Prophets." He replied, (Of course. 
And I swear by the One Whom my soul is in His Hand, (it is for) men who had faith in Allah and 
they believed the Messengers.) In the Sunan collections this narration is mentioned with the 
additional wording, 

« » 

(And verily Abu Bakr and ' Umar are of them and they will be most favored.) His saying, 



(Adn Gardens,) meaning established as a residence. It is merely used here in reference to the 
high ranks mentioned previously. 



(under which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever,) meaning that they will abide in it 
for eternity. 



(and such is the reward of those who purify themselves.) One who purifies himself from dirt, 
filth and associating partners with Allah. This is the person who worships Allah alone, without 
ascribing partners to Him, and he follows the Messengers in the good they came with all that 
they claim. 



(77. And indeed We revealed to Musa: "Travel by night with My servants and strike a dry path 
for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken nor being afraid.") (78. Then Fir' awn 
pursued them with his hosts, but the sea Al-Yamm completely overwhelmed them and 
covered them up.) (79. And Fir' awn led his people astray, and he did not guide them.) 

The Children of Israel leave Egypt 

Allah, the Exalted, informs that He commanded Musa to journey at night with the Children of 
Israel, when Fif awn refused to release them and send them with Musa. He was to take them 
away from Fir' awn's captivity. Allah expounds upon this in Surahs other than this noble Surah. 
Musa left with the Children of Israel, and when the people of Egypt awoke in the morning they 
found that not a single one of them remained in Egypt. Fir' awn became extremely furious. He 
sent callers into all of the cities to gather together his army from all of his lands and provinces. 
He said to them, 



(Verily, these indeed are but a small band. And verily, they have done what has enraged us.) 
26:54-55 Then when he gathered his army and organized histroops, he set out after them and 
they followed them at dawn when the sun began to rise. 



(And when the two hosts saw each other) 26:61 This means that each person of the two 
parties was looking at the other party. 



(The companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be overtaken." (Musa) said: "Nay, verily, with 
me is my Lord. He will guide me.") 26:61-62 Musa stopped with the Children of Israel and the 
sea was in front of them and Fir' awn was behind them. Then, at that moment, Allah revealed 
to Musa, 



(And strike a dry path for them in the sea.) So Musa struck the sea with his stick and he said, 
"Split for me, by the leave of Allah." Thus, it split, and each separate part of the water became 
like a huge mountain. Then, Allah sent a wind to the land of the sea and it burned the soil until 
it became dry like the ground that is on land. For this reason Allah said, 



(and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken...) This means being 
caught by Fir' awn. 



(nor being afraid.) meaning, "Do not be afraid of the sea drowning your people." Then, Allah, 
the Exalted, said, 



(Then Fif awn pursued them with his hosts, but the sea Al-Yamm completely overwhelmed 
them) Al-Yamm means the sea. 



(and covered them up. ) meaning, covered them up with a thing that was well-familiar to them 
in such a situa- tion, as Allah states; 



(And He destroyed the overthrown cities. 3d there covered them that which did cover.) 53:53- 
54 As Fir' awn pursued them into the sea, misled his people and did not lead them to the path 
of correct guidance, likewise, he will go ahead of his people on the Day of Resurrection, and 
will lead them in to the Hellf ire. And evil indeed is the place to which they are led. 



(80. Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, and We made a covenant with 
you on the right side of the Mount, and We sent down to you manna and quail,) (81. (Saying) 
eat of the Tayyibat wherewith We have provided you, and commit no transgression or 
oppression therein, lest My anger should justly descend on you. And he on whom My anger 
descends, he is indeed perished.) (82. And verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents, 
believes and does righteous deeds, and then Ihtada.) 

A Reminder for the Children of Israel of 

Allah's Favors upon Them Allah reminds of His tremendous favors upon the Children of Israel 
and His numerous blessings. He saved them from their enemy, Fif awn, and He relieved their 
eyes by drowning him and his hosts all at one time while they watched. Allah said, 



(And We drowned Fir' awn people while you were looking.) 2:50 Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 
' Abbas said, "When the Messenger of Allah came to Al-Madinah, he found the Jews fasting the 
day of ' Ashura'. Therefore he asked them about it and they said, 'This is the day that Allah 
gave Musa victory over Fir' awn.' Then, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(We have more right to Musa (than them), so fast it.) Muslim also recorded this narration in his 
Sahih. Then, Allah made a covenant with Musa and the Children of Israel on the right side of 
the Mountain, after the destruction of Fir' awn. This isthe Mountain upon which Allah spoke to 
Musa and He told Musa's people to look at it when they requested to see Allah. It is also the 
same Mountain upon which Musa was given the Tawrah, while at the same time the Children of 
Israel began worshipping the (statue of a) calf, as Allah relates in the forth coming Ayat. The 
manna and quails have previously been discussed in Surah Al-Baqarah and other Surahs. Manna 
was a sweet substance that descended upon them from the sky and the quail Salwa was a 
type of bird that would fall down to them. They would fill every pot with them as ample 
provisions until the following day. This was a kindness and a mercy from Allah upon them. It 
was a manifestation of Allah's good treatment of them. For this reason Allah says, 



(Eat of the Tayyibat wherewith We have provided you, and commit no transgression or 
oppression therein, lest My anger should justly descend on you.) This means, "Eat from this 
sustenance which I have provided for you, and do not transgress against My sustenance by 
taking it without necessity or you will be opposing what I have commanded you." 



(lest My anger should justly descend on you.) This means, "I will become angry with you." 



(And he on whom My anger descends, he is indeed perished.) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah related that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means that he will indeed be made miserable." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents, believes and does righteous good deeds,) 
meaning, "Whoever turns to Me in repentance, then I will accept his repentance regardless of 
whatever sin he did." Allah, the Exalted, even accepts the repentance of the Children of Israel 
who worshipped the calf. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(who repents,) This means to turn away from what one was involved in of disbelief, associating 
partners with Allah, disobedience of Allah or hypocrisy. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and believes) This means the person's belief in his heart. 



(and does righteous deeds,) his action with his bodily limbs. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and then Ihtada.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn " Abbas said, "This means that he then 
does not doubt." Qatadah said, 



(and then Ihtada.) "This means he adheres to Islam until he dies." We see here that there is a 
specific order in which these things are presented. This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(Then he became one of those who believed and recommended one another to perseverance 
and patience and recommended one another to pity and compassion.) 90:17 



(83. "And what made you hasten from your people, Musa) (84. He said: "They are close on my 
footsteps, and I hastened to You, my Lord, that You might be pleased.") (85. (Allah) said: 
"Verily, We have tried your people in your absence, and As-Samiri has led them astray.") (86. 
Then Musa returned to his people in a state of anger and sorrow Asif . He said: "0 my people! 
Did not your Lord promise you a fair promise Did then the promise seem to you long in coming 
Or did you desire that wrath should descend from your Lord on you, that you broke your 
promise to me") (87. They said: "We broke not the promise to you, of our own will, but we 
were made to carry the weight of the ornaments of the people, then we cast them, and that 
was what As-Samiri suggested.") (88. Then he took out for them a calf which was mooing. They 
said: "This is your god, and the god of Musa," but he had forgotten.) (89. Did they not see that 
it could not return them a word (for answer), and that it had no power either to harm them or 
to do them good) 



Musa goes to the Appointment with Allah and the Children of Israel 

succumb to worship the Calf 

Allah relates what happened when Musa traveled with the Children of Israel after Fir' awn's 
destruction. 



(And they came upon a people devoted to some of idols. They said: "O Musa! Make for us god as 
they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are a people who know not. Verily, these people will be 
destroyed for that which they are engaged in. And all that they are doing is in vain.") 7:138- 
139 Then, Allah made a covenant with Musa of thirty nights after which He added to them ten 
more nights. Thus, they were forty nights in all. The covenant was that he was to fast these 
number of days, during both the day and night. Thus, Musa made haste to go to the Mountain 
and he left his brother, Harun, in charge over the Children of Israel. This is why Allah says, 



("And what made you hasten from your people, Musa" He said: "They are close on my 
footsteps.") These meansthat they have arrived and are settled near the Mountain. 



(and I hastened to You, my Lord, that You might be pleased.) meaning, "So You will be more 
pleased with me." 



((Allah) said: "Verily, We have tried your people in your absence, and As-Samiri has led them 
astray.") Allah informs His Prophet, Musa, of what happened to the Children of Israel after he 
left them, and their deification of the calf that As-Samiri had made for them. During this time 
period, Allah wrote for Musa the Tablets, which contained the Tawrah. Allah said, 



(And We wrote for him on the Tablets the lesson to be drawn from all things and the 
explanation for all things (and said): "Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to 



take the better therein. I shall show you the home of evildoers.") 7:145 This means, "I will 
show you the final outcome of what will happen to those who abandon My obedience and 
oppose My command." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then Musa returned to his people in a state of anger and sorrow Asif .) This means that after 
Allah informed him of what they were doing, he became extremely angry and upset with them. 
He was very worried for them. During this time he received the Tawrah, which contained their 
SharP ah (Law), this was a great honor for them. For they were a people who used to worship 
other than Allah. Every person with sound reason and good sense could see that what they 
were doing was false and foolish. This is why Allah said that he (Musa) returned to them in a 
state of anger and sorrow. The word for sorrow used here is Asif, which is used to emphasize to 
the severity of his anger. Mujahid said, "In a state of anger and sorrow means worried." 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "Asif here means in a state of sadness because of what his people 
had done after him." 



(He (Musa) said: "0 my people! Did not your Lord promise you a fair promise...") This means, 
"Did He not promise you in that which I have spoken to you, every good in this life and in the 
Hereafter, and the good end in the final outcome of things You have already witnessed how He 
helped you defeat your enemy (Fir' awn) and He made you victorious over him and He blessed 
you with other bounties as well through His help." 



(Did then the promise seem to you long in coming) meaning, 'in waiting for what Allah had 
promised you and forgetting His previous favors and the covenant that He made with you 
before.' 



(Or did you desire that wrath should descend from your Lord on you, ) The word 'Or' here 
means " Nay, but.' It is used here to separate between a previous item and a coming item. It is 
as if it is saying, "Nay, but you want to make permissible the anger of your Lord upon you by 
what you have done. Therefore, you have broken your promise to me." The Children of Israel 
said in reply to Musa's blame and rebuke, 



(We broke not our promise to you of our own will,) Meaning by our power and our choice. Then, 
they began making lame excuses and they told him how they got rid of that which they were 
carrying of Coptic jewelry that they had borrowed from them (the Egyptian Copts) when they 
left Egypt. Therefore they cast it, meaning that they threw it away. Thus, it became a calf that 
made a moaning sound that would gradually rise in pitch. This calf was an ordeal, a hindrance 
and test. This is why Allah said, 



("...that was what As-Samiri suggested." Then he took out (of the fire) for them (a statue of) a 
calf which was mooing.) Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(This is your god, and the god of Musa.) "3d they became religiously devoted to it (the calf) and 
they loved it with a love that they had never loved anything else with before. " Allah then says, 



(but he had forgotten.) This means that he abandoned what he was following of the religion of 
Islam. This is referring to As-Samiri. Allah says in refuting them and rebuking them, and also 
explaining to them their folly and foolishness in that which they had done, 



(Did they not see that it could not return them a word (for answer), and that it had no power 
either to harm them or to do them good) This is about the calf. ' Do they not see that it does 
not respond to them when they ask it and when they speak to it' 



(and that it had no power either to harm them or to do them good) Meaning in their worldly 
affairs and matters of the Hereafter. Ibn * Abbas said, "Nay, by Allah, the moaning sound of the 
calf was nothing but wind that would enter into its behind and come out of its mouth, thus 
causing it to make a sound." In a Hadith of Al-Fitun recorded from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, it is 
mentioned that this calf's name was Bahmut. In reference to the excuse of these ignorant 
people, they claimed that they were merely ridding themselves of the jewelry of the Copts. In 
the process of doing so, they cast the jewelry (into the pit of fire) and ended up worshipping 
the calf. Thus, they were seeking to rid themselves of something detestable, but wound up 
doing something even worse. This is similar to an authentic narration reported from ' Abdullah 
bin " Umar. A man from " Iraq asked him about the ruling of mosquitoes' blood if it get on one's 
garment. The man wanted to know if it is permissible to pray in such a garment or not. Ibn 
'Umar replied by saying, "Look at the people of 'Iraq. They killed the grandson of the 
Messenger of Allah , Al-Husayn, and yet they're asking about the blood of the mosquito." 



(90. And Harun indeed had said to them beforehand: "0 my people! You are being tried in this, 
and verily, your Lord is (Allah) the Most Gracious, so follow me and obey my order.") (91. They 
said: "We will not stop worshipping it, until Musa returnsto us.") 

Harun prohibits them from worship of Calf and the Persistence of 
the Children of Israel in doing so 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of Harun's attempt to prohibit them from worshipping the calf and 
his telling them that this was only a test for them. He told them that their Lord was the Most 
Beneficent, Who created everything and decreed for everything its just measure. He is the 
Owner of the Mighty Throne, the One Who does whatever He wants. 



(so follow me and obey my order.) Meaning, "Follow me in that which I am commanding you 
with and leave that which I forbid you from." 



(They said: "We will not stop worshipping it, until Musa returnsto us.") meaning, "We will not 
cease in our worship of this calf until we hear what Musa has to say about it." So they opposed 
Harun in this matter and they fought against him, nearly killing him. 



(92. (Musa) said: "0 Harun! What prevented you when you saw them going astray;") (93. "That 
you followed me not (according to my advice to you) Have you then disobeyed my order") (94. 
He (Harun) said: "0 son of my mother! Seize (me) not by my beard, nor by my head! Verily, I 
feared lest you should say: 'You have caused a division among the Children of Israel, and you 
have not respected my word!'") 

What happened between Musa and Harun after Musa returned 

Allah informs of what happened when Musa returned to his people and saw the great matter 
that had taken place among them. With this he became filled with anger and he threw down 
the Divine Tabletsthat he had in his hand. Then, he grabbed his brother Harun by his head and 
pulled him towards himself. We expounded upon this previously in Surat Al-A' raf, where we 
mentioned the Hadith, 



« » 

(Information is not the same as observation.) Then, he began to blame his brother, Harun, by 
saying, 



(What prevented you when you saw them going astray; that you followed me not) meaning, 
"You should have informed me of this matter as soon as it happened." 



(Have you then disobeyed my order) "In that which I entrusted to you," referring to Musa's 
statement, 



(Replace me among my people, act in the right way and follow not the way of the mischief- 
makers.) 7:142 



(He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother!") This mentioning of the mother was Harun's attempt to 
soften Musa's anger, because he was Musa's biological brother and they had the same parents. 
The mentioning of the mother here is more delicate and profound in bringing about gentleness 
and mildness. This is why he said, 



(0 son of my mother! Seize (me) not by my beard, nor by my head!) This was Harun's excuse to 
Musa for being delayed from coming to him and informing him of the great mishap that took 
place. He said, 



(Verily, I feared) meaning, "I was afraid to come after you and inform you of this, because I 
thought you might accuse me of leaving them alone and causing division between them." 



(and you have not respected my word!) This means, "And you did not take care of what I 
commanded you to do when I left you in charge of them." Ibn 'Abbas said, "Harun was 
respectful and obedient to Musa." 



(95. (Musa) said: "And what is the matter with you. Samiri") (96. (Samiri) said: "I saw what 
they saw not, so I took a (Qabdah) handful (of dust) from the (hoof) print of the messenger and 
threw it. Thus my inner self suggested to me.") (97. Musa said: "Then go away! And verily, your 
(punishment) in this life will be that you will say: 'Touch me not;' and verily, you have a 
promise that will not fail. And look at your god to which you have been devoted. We will 
certainly burn it, and scatter its particles in the sea.") (98. Your God is only Allah, there is no 
God but Him. He has full knowledge of all things.) 

How As- Samiri made the Calf 

Musa said to As- Samiri, "What caused you to do what you did What presented such an idea to 
you causing you to do this" Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "As- 



Samiri was a man from the people of Bajarma, a people who worshipped cows. He still had the 
love of cow worshipping in his soul. However, he acted as though he had accepted Islam with 
the Children of Israel. His name was Musa bin Zafar." Qatadah said, "He was from the village of 
Samarra." 



((Samiri) said: "I saw what they saw not.") This means, "I saw Jibril when he came to destroy 
Fir' awn." 



(so I took a handful (Qabdah) from the print of the messenger) This means from the hoof print 
of his (Jibril 's) horse. This is what is well-known with many of the scholars of Tafsir, rather 
most of them. Mujahid said, 



(so I took a handful (Qabdah) from the print of the messenger) "From under the hoof of Jibril's 
horse." He also said, "The word Qabdah means a palmful, and it is also that which is grasped by 
the tips of the fingers." Mujahid said, "As- Samiri threw what was in his hand onto the jewelry of 
the Children of Israel and it became molded into the body of a calf, which made a light 
moaning sound. The wind that blew into it was the cause of its sound." Thus, he said, 



(and I threw it.) This means, "I threw it along with those who were throwing (jewelry). 



(Thus my inner self suggested to me.) This means that his soul considered it something good 
and it was pleasing to his self. 



The Punishment of As-Samiri and the burning of the Calf 

Thereupon, 



((Musa) said: "Then go away! And verily, your (punishment) in this life will be that you will say: 
'Touch me not.'") This means, "Just as you took and touched what was not your right to take 



and touch of the messenger's foot print, such is your punishment in this life, that you will say, 
x Do not touch (me).'" This means, "You will not touch the people and they will not touch you." 



(and verily, you have a promise) This means on the Day of Resurrection. 



(that will not fail.) you will have no way to escape it. Qatadah said, 



(that you will say: 'Touch me not.') "This is referring to a punishment for them and their 
remnants (i.e. those who have their disease) today still say ' Do not touch.'" Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(and verily, you have a promise that will not fail.) Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Abu Nahik said, "You 
will not be absent from it." 



(And look at your god) that which you worshipped, 



(to which you have been devoted.) that which you established worship of, which wasthe calf. 



(Your God is only Allah, there is no God but Him. He has full knowledge of all things.) Musa was 
saying to them, "This is not your god. Your God is only Allah, the One Whom there is no true 
God except Him. Worship is not befitting to anyone except Him. For everything is in need of 
Him and everything is His servant. Concerning the statement, 



(He has full knowledge of all things.) The word " Mm (knowledge) is in the accusative case for 
distinction. It means that He is the All-Knower of everything. 



((Allah) surrounds all things in (His) knowledge. ) 65:12 And He says, 



(And (He) keeps count of all things.) 72:28 Therefore, 



(Not even the weight of a speck of dust escapes His knowledge.) 34:3 He also says, 



(Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 6:59 And He says, 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposit. All is in a Clear Book.) 11:6 The Ayat that mention this are 
numerous. 



(99. Thus We relate to you some information of what happened before. And indeed We have 
given you from Us a Reminder.) (100. Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a 
heavy burden on the Day of Resurrection.) (101. They will abide in that -- and evil indeed will 
it be that load for them on the Day of Resurrection.) 

The Entire Qur'an is the Remembrance of Allah and mentioning the 
Punishment of Those Who turn away from It 

Allah, the Exalted, is saying to Prophet Muhammad , 'We have told you (0 Muhammad) the 
story of Musa and what happened with him, Fir' awn and his armies, just as it actually 
happened. Likewise, We relate to you the information of the past just as it happened, without 
any increase or decrease. We also gave you a remembrance from Us, the Mighty Qur'an, no 
falsehood comes to it from before it or behind it.' It is a revelation from One Most Wise, Most 
Praiseworthy. No Prophet was given any Book like it or more complete than it, since the time 
of the previous Prophets who were sent, until their being sealed off with the coming of 
Muhammad . No Prophet was given any Book containing as much information than the Qur'an 
about what has past and what would be. The judgement concerning the distinction between 
mankind is taken from it. Therefore, Allah says about it, 



(Whoever turns away from it,) This means whoever denies it and turns away from following its 
commands and instructions, while seeking guidance from other than it, then Allah will mislead 
him and send him on the path to Hell. This is why Allah says, 



(Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a heavy burden on the Day of Resurrection.) 
.Burden here means sin. This is as Allah says, 



(But those of the sects that reject it , the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) 11:17 
This applies generally to whoever the Qur'an reaches of the Arabs, the non-Arabs, the People of 
the Book and others. This is as Allah says, 



(That I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.) 6:19 The Qur'an is a final 
warning for everyone it reaches. Whoever follows it, then he is rightly guided and whoever 
opposes it and turns away from it, then he is misguided. He will be wretched in this life, and 



he is promised that on the Day of Resurrection his abode will be the Hellfire. For this reason 
Allah says, 



(Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a heavy burden on the Day of Resurrection. 
They will abide in that.) 20:100-101 They will not be able to avoid thisor escape it. 



(And evil indeed will it be that load for them on the Day of Resurrection.) 



(102. The Day when the Sur will be blown: that Day, We shall gather the criminals blue-eyed.) 
(103. They will speak in a very low voice to each other (saying): "You stayed not longer than 
ten.") (104. We know very well what they will say, when the best among them in knowledge 
and wisdom will say: "You stayed no longer than a day!") 



The Blowing of the Sur and the Day of Resurrection 

It has been confirmed in a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah was asked about the Sur and he 
replied, 



« » 



(It is a horn that will be blown into.) It has been related in a Hadith about the Sur, on the 
authority of Abu Hurayrah that it is a huge horn that has a circumference as large as the 
heavens and the earth. The angel Israfil will blow into it. Another Hadith has been related 
which st at est hat the Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(How can I be comfortable when the one with the horn is holding it in his lips and his forehead 
is leaning forward, waiting to be given permission (to blow it).) The people said, "0 Messenger 
of Allah, what should we say" He said, 

: » 
« 

(Say: Allah is sufficient for us and what a good protector He is. Upon Allah we place our trust.) 
Concerning His statement, 



(And We shall gather the criminals blue-eyed.) It has been said that this means having blue 
eyes due to the severity of their horrifying situation. 



(They will speak in a very low voice to each other. ) Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means whispering 
among themselves." This meansthat some of them will be saying to others, 



(You stayed not longer than ten.) meaning in the abode of the worldly life, you only tarried 
there for a little while. The time was equivalent to ten days or so. Allah, the Exalted, then 
says, 



(We know very well what they will say,) This means in their condition of conversing amongst 
themselves. 



(when the best among them in knowledge and wisdom will say;) the one with perfect 
intelligence amongst them, 



(You stayed no longer than a day!) This is because on the Day of Judgement they will sense the 
shortness of the worldly life within themselves. For the worldly life, with its repetitious time 
periods and successive nights, days and hours, is as if it is just one day. For this reason, on the 
Day of Resurrection the disbelievers will think the worldly life was very short. By this they 
mean to prevent the establishment of the evidence against them due to the shortness of time 
that they had. Allah says about this, 



(And on the Day that the Hour will be established, the criminals will swear that they stayed not 
but an hour) until Misstatement, 



(but you knew not.") 30:55-56 Allah also says, 



(Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever would receive admonition could 
receive it And the warner came to you.) 35:37 Allah, the Exalted, also says, 



((Allah will say): What number of years did you stay on earth They will say: "We stayed a day or 
part of a day. Ask of those who keep account." He (Allah) will say: "You stayed not but a little, 
if you had only known!") 23:112-114 This means that you only remained in it (the earth) a 
little while. If you only knew, you would have preferred the eternal life over the temporal life. 
Yet, you conducted yourselves in an evil manner. You gave the present, temporary life 
precedence over the eternal and everlasting life. 



(105. And they ask you concerning the mountains. Say: "My Lord will blast them and scatter 
them as particles of dust.") (106. "Then He shall leave it as a level smooth plain.") (107. "You 
will see therein no crookedness nor curve.") (108. On that Day mankind will follow strictly (the 
voice of) Allah's caller, no crookedness (that is without going to the right or left of that voice) 
will they show him (Allah's caller). And all voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious (Allah), 
and nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.) 

The destruction of the Mountains, and the Earth becomes a Smooth 

Plain 

Allah says, 



(And they ask you concerning the mountains.) This is a question, will they remain on the Day of 
Resurrection or will they cease to exist 



(Say: "My Lord will blast them and scatter them as particles of dust.") This means that He will 
take them away from their places, wipe them out and remove them completely. 



(Then He shall leave it) referring to the earth; 



(as a level smooth plain.) This means one expanse spread out. The word Qa' means a piece of 
land that is level and the word Safsafa is used to place emphasis on this meaning. It has also 
been said that Safsafa means that which has no vegetation growing in it. The first meaning is 



preferred, even though the second meaning is also included by necessity. In reference to this, 
Allah says, 



(You will see therein no crookedness nor curve. ) meaning, ~ on that Day you will not see in the 
earth any valley, hill, or any place, whether low or elevated.' Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others of the Salaf all said the same. 



The People will rush towards the Voice of the Caller 



(On that Day mankind will follow strictly Allah's caller, no crookedness will they show him.) On 
the Day, they see these conditions and these frightening sights, they will hastily respond to the 
caller. Wherever they are commanded to go, they will rush to it. If they had been like this in 
the worldly life, it would have been more beneficial for them, but here it does not benefit 
them. This is as Allah says, 



(How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us!) 19:38 Allah 
also says, 



(hastening towardsthe caller.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And all voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious,) Ibn ' Abbas said, "This means they will 
be silent." As-Suddi also said the same. 



(And nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.) Sa' id bin Jubayr related that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This 
means the steps of feet." ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd 
and others all said the same. 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(And nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.) "Hamsa means a hidden voice." This has also been 
repor- ted from ' Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 



(And nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.) "Hamsa means the secret speech and the steps of 
feet." 



(109. On that day no intercession shall avail, except the one for whom the Most Gracious has 
given permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.) (110. He knows what happens to them, 
and what will happen to them, but they will never encompass anything of His knowledge.) 
(111. And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer. And he who 
carried wrongdoing, will be indeed a complete failure.) (112. And he who works deeds of 
righteousness, while he is a believer, then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any 
curtailment.) 

The Intercession and the Recompense 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(On that day) the Day of Resurrection, 



(no intercession shall avail.) meaning with Him (Allah). 



(except the one for whom the Most Gracious has given permission and whose word is 
acceptable to Him.) This is similar to His statement, 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) 2:255 It is also similar to 
His statement, 



(And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.) 53:26 He also says, 



(And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in awe for 
fear of Him.) 21:28 He also says, 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) 34:23 And He says, 



(The Day that Ar-Ruh and the angels will stand forth in rows, they will not speak except him 
whom the Most Gracious allows, and he will speak what is right.) 78:38 In the Two Sahihs it is 
reported from the leader of the Children of Adam and the Noblest of all the creatures to Allah, 
Muhammad : 



» 



« 

(I will come under the Throne and I will fall down into prostration. Then, I will be inspired to 
make praises (of Allah) that I am not able to recall them now. Allah will leave me in this 
condition as long as He wishes. Then, He will say, "0 Muhammad, raise your head. Speak and 
you will be heard, intercede and your intercession will be accepted." Then, a designated group 
will be allowed for me (to intercede on their behalf). Allah will then enter them into Paradise 
and I will return (to repeat the process again). ) The Prophet mentioned doing this four times. 
May Allah's blessings and peace be upon him and the rest of the Prophets as well. In another 
Hadith it also mentions that he said, 



» 



« 



(Allah, the Exalted, will say, "Bring out of the Fire whoever has a seed's weight of faith in his 
heart." So a large number of people will be brought out. Then He will say, "Bring out of the Fire 
whoever has a half of a seed's weight of faith in his heart. Bring out whoever has the weight of 
a speck of dust in his heart. Bring out whoever has the weight of the smallest and tiniest 
particle of dust of faith in his heart.") And the Hadith continues. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(He knows what happens to them and what will happen to them,) He encompasses all creation 
with His knowledge. 



(but they will never encompass anything of His knowledge.) This is like His statement, 



(And they will never encompass anything of His knowledge except that which He wills. ) 2:255 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer.) Ibn " Abbas and others 
said, "This means that the creatures will be humbled, submissive and compliant to their 
Compeller, the Ever Living, Who does not die, the Sustainer of all, Who does not sleep." He is 
the maintainer of everything. He determines the affairs of everything and preserves 
everything. He is perfect in His Self. He is the One Whom everything is in need of and whom 
nothing could survive without. Concerning His statement, 



(And he who carried wrongdoing, will be indeed a complete failure.) meaning on the Day of 
Resurrection. For verily, Allah will give every due right to the one who deserved it. Even the 
ram who lost its horn will be given revenge against the one who had horns. In the Sahih, it is 
recorded that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Beware of wrongdoing (or oppression), for verily, wrongdoing will be darknesses on the Day of 
Resurrection.) And the true failure is for whoever meets Allah while associating partners with 
Him. Allah the Exalted says, 



("Verily, associating partners with Me isthe great wrongdoing.") Allah's statement, 



(And he who works deeds of righteousness, while he is a believer, then he will have no fear of 
injustice, nor of any curtailment.) After Allah mentions the wrongdoers and their threat, He 
then commends the pious people and mentions the judgement they receive. Their judgement is 
that they will not be wronged nor oppressed. This means that their evils will not be increased 
and their good deeds will not be decreased. This was stated by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others. Zulm means an increase that comes from the sins of 
others being placed upon the person, and Hadm means a decrease. 



(113. And thus We have sent it down as a Qur'an in Arabic, and have explained therein in detail 
the warnings, in order that they may have Taqwa, or that it may cause them to have a lesson 
from it.) (114. Then High above all be Allah, the True King. And be not in haste with the Qur'an 
before its revelation is completed to you, and say: "My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.") 



The Qur'an was revealed so that the People would have Taqwa and 

reflect 

After Allah, the Exalted, mentions that on the Day of Judgement both the good and the evil 
will be recompensed and there is no avoiding it, He then explains that the Qur'an was revealed 
as a bringer of glad tidings and a warner in the clear and eloquent Arabic language. There is no 
confusion or deficiency in it. 



(And thus We have sent it down as a Qur'an in Arabic, and have explained therein in detail the 
warnings, in order that they may have Taqwa of,) This means: so that they will leave off sins, 
forbidden things and lewd abominations. 



(or that it may cause them to have a lesson from it.) This means: to produce acts of obedience 
and deeds that will bring one closer to Allah. 



(Then High above all be Allah, the True King.) This means: Most Holy and Majestic is He, the 
True King, Who is Himself the Truth and His promise is true. Likewise, His threat is true, His 
Messengers are true, the Paradise is true, the Hellfire is true and everything from Him is true. 
His j ust ice is that He does not punish anyone before warning them, sending Messengers to them 
and granting excuses to His creatures, so that no one will have any argument or doubt (on 
Judgment Day). 



The Command to the Prophet to listen to the Qur'an when it is 
revealed without making haste to recite it 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you,) This is similar 
to Allah's statement, 



(Move not your tongue to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect it and to give you the 
ability to recite it. And when We have recited it to you, then follow its recital. Then it is for Us 
to made it clear (to you).) 75:16-19 It is confirmed in the Sahih on the authority of Ibn 
'Abbas, who said that the Messenger of Allah used to go through great pains to retain the 
revelation. In doing so he used to move histongue rapidly with its recital. Then, Allah revealed 
this Ayah. This means that whenever Jibril would say an Ayah, the Prophet would say it with 
him due to his eagerness to memorize it. Then, Allah guided him to that which was easier and 
lighter in this matter, to relieve him of thisdifficulty. Allah said, 



(Move not your tongue to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect it and to give you the 
ability to recite it.) 75:16-17 Meaning, "We will gather it in your chest, then you will recite it 
to the people without forgetting anything of it." 



(And when We have recited it to you, then follow its recital. Then it is for Us to made it clear 
(to you).) 75:18-19 And He said in this Ayah, 



(And be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you,) This is a 
command to the Prophet to listen quietly: " Then, when the angel (Jibril) completes reciting to 
you, you recite it after him.' 



(and say: "My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.") meaning, "Give me more knowledge from You." 
Ibn " Uyaynah said, "The Prophet did not cease increasing (in knowledge) until Allah, the Mighty 
and Sublime, took him (i.e. he died)." 



(115. And indeed We made a covenant with Adam before, but he forgot, and We found on his 
part no firm willpower.) (116. And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate 
yourselves to Adam." They prostrated themselves (all) except Iblis; he refused.) (117. Then We 
said: "0 Adam! Verily, this is an enemy to you and to your wife. So let him not get you both out 
of Paradise, so that you will be distressed.") (118. "You will never be hungry therein nor 
naked.") (119. "And you (will) suffer not from thirst therein nor from the sun's heat.") (120. 



Then Shaytan whispered to him, saying: "0 Adam! Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to 
a kingdom that will never waste away") (121. Then they both ate of the Tree, and so their 
private parts became manifest to them, and they began to cover themselves with the leaves of 
the Paradise for their covering. Thus Adam disobeyd his Lord, so he went astray.) (122. Then 
his Lord chose him, and turned to him with forgiveness, and gave him guidance.) 

The Story of Adam and Iblis 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Verily, man was named Insan only because he 
was given a covenant, but he forgot it (Nasiya)." ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported the same from Ibn 
'Abbas. Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that he forgot means, "He abandoned it." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves to Adam.") He, Allah mentions how 
Adam was honored and what respect was given to him. He mentions how He favored him over 
many of those whom He created. A discussion of this story has already preceded in Surat Al- 
Baqarah, Surat Al-A' raf, Surat Al-Hijr and Surat Al-Kahf. It will also be mentioned again at the 
end of Surah Sad. In this story, Allah mentions the creation of Adam and that He commanded 
the angels to prostrate to Adam as a sign of honor and respect. He also explains the enmity of 
Iblis for the Children of Adam and for their father, Adam, before them. Due to this Allah says, 



(They prostrated themselves (all) except Iblis; he refused.) This means that he refrained from 
prostrating and became arrogant. 



(Then We said: "O Adam! Verily, this is an enemy to you and to your wife...") here wife refers 
to Hawwa'. 



(So let him not get you both out of Paradise, so that you will be distressed.) meaning, " Do not 
be hasty in doing something that will get you expelled from Paradise, or else you will be 
fatigued, discomforted and worried, seeking your sustenance. But here, in Paradise, you live a 
life of ease with no burdens and no difficulties.' 



(Verily, you will never be hungry therein nor naked.) The reason that Allah combined hunger 
and nakedness is because hunger is internal humiliation, while nakedness is external 
humiliation. 



(And you (will) suffer not from thirst therein nor from the sun's heat.) These two characteristics 
are also opposites. Thirst is the internal heat and being parched from lack of water, while the 
suns heat isthe external heat. 



(Then Shaytan whispered to him, saying: "0 Adam! Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and 
to a kingdom that will never waste away") It has already been mentioned that he caused them 
to fall through deception. 



(And he swore by Allah to them both: "Verily, I am one of the sincere well-wishers for you 
both.") 7:21 It has already preceded in our discussion that Allah took a promise from Adam 
and his wife that although they could eat from every fruit, they could not come near a specific 
tree in Paradise. However, Iblisdid not cease prodding them until they both had eaten from it. 
It wastheTreeof Eternity (Shajarat Al-Khuld). This meant that anyone who ate from it would 
live forever and always remain. A Hadith has been narrated which mentions this Tree of 
Eternity. Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Verily, in Paradise there is a tree which a rider can travel under its shade for one hundred 
years and still not have passed it. It isthe Tree of Eternity.) Imam Ahmad also recorded this 
narration. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then they both ate of the tree, and so their private parts became manifest to them,) Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Ubayy bin Ka* b said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, Allah created Adam as a tall man with an abundance of hair on his head. He looked like 
a clothed palm tree. Then, when he tasted (the fruit of) the tree, his clothes fell off of him. 
The first thing that became exposed was his private parts. 3d when he noticed his nakedness, 
he tried to run back into Paradise. However, in the process a tree caught hold of his hair (i.e. 
his hair was tangled in a tree), so he ripped his hair out. Then, the Most Beneficent called out 
to him saying, "0 Adam, are you fleeing from me" When he heard the Words of the Most 
Beneficent, he said, "No my Lord, but I am ashamed. If I repent and recant would You let me 
return to Paradise" Allah replied, "Yes.") This isthe meaning of Allah's statement, 



a(Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his Lord pardoned him.) 2:37 However, this 
narration has a break in the chain of transmission between Al-Hasan and Ubayy bin Ka' b. Al- 
Hasan did not hear this Hadith from Ubayy. It is questionable as to whether this narration can 
be correctly attributed to the Prophet . Allah said, 



(And they began to cover themselves with the leaves of the Paradise for their covering. ) 
Mujahid said, "They patched the leaves on themselves in the form of a garment." Qatadah and 
As-Suddi both said the same. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Thus Adam disobeyed his Lord, so he went astray. Then his Lord chose him, and turned to him 
with forgiveness, and gave him guidance.) Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Musa argued with Adam and he said to him, "Are you the one who got mankind expelled from 
Paradise because of your sin and you caused them grief I" Adam replied, "Are you the one whom 
Allah chose for His Divine Messages and His direct Sbeech Are you blaming me for a matter that 
Allah wrote upon me before He created me") Then, the Messenger of Allah said, (Thus, Adam 
defeated Musa.) This Hadith has various routes of transmission in the Two Sahihs as well as the 
Musnad collections. 



(123. He (Allah) said: "Get you down, both of you, together, some of you are an enemy to some 
others. Then if there comes to you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My guidance he 
shall neither go astray nor shall be distressed.) (124. But whosoever turns away from My 
Reminder, verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of 



Resurrection.") (125. He will say: "0 my Lord! Why have you raised me up blind, while I had 
sight (before).") (126. (Allah) will say: "Like this Our Ayat came unto you, but you disregarded 
them, and so this Day, you will be neglected.") 

The Descent of Adam to the Earth and the Promise of Good for the 
Guided and Evil for the Transgressors 

Allah says to Adam, Hawwa' and Iblis, "Get down from here, all of you." This means each of you 
should get out of Paradise. We expounded upon this in Surah Al-Baqarah. 



(Some of you as enemies to others.) 2:36 He (Allah) was saying this to Adam and his progeny 
and Iblis and his progeny. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then if there comes to you guidance from Me,) Abu Al-' Aliyyah said, "This (guidance) means 
the Prophets, the Messengers and the evidence." 



(Then whoever follows My guidance he shall neither go astray nor shall be distressed.) Ibn 
" Abbas said, "He will not be misguided in this life and he will not be distressed in the 
Hereafter." 



(But whosoever turns away from My Reminder,) This means, "Whoever opposes my command 
and what I have revealed to My Messenger, then he has turned away from it, neglected it and 
taken hisguidance from other than it." 



(verily, for him is a life of hardship,) meaning, his life will be hard in this world. He will have 
no tranquillity and no expanding of his breast (ease). Rather, his chest will be constrained and 
in difficulty due to his misguidance. Even if he appears to be in comfort outwardly and he 
wears whatever he likes, eats whatever he likes and lives wherever he wants, he will not be 
happy. For verily, his heart will not have pure certainty and guidance. He will be in agitation, 
bewilderment and doubt. He will always be in confusion and a state of uncertainty. This is from 
the hardship of life. Concerning His statement, 



(and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection.) Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Suddi 
said, "This means he will have no proof." ' Ikrimah said, "He will be made blind to everything 
except Hell." This is as Allah says, 



(And We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their faces, blind, dumb and 
deaf; their abode will be Hell.) 17:97 This is why Allah says, 



(0 my Lord! Why have you raised me up blind, while I had sight (before).) This means in the life 
of this world. 



((Allah) will say: "Like this Our Ayat came unto you, but you disregarded them, and so this Day, 
you will be neglected.) Meaning, "When you turned away from the signs of Allah and dealt with 
them in the manner of one who does not remember them after they were conveyed to you. You 
neglected them, turned away from them and were heedless of them. Therefore, today We will 
treat you in the manner of one who has forgotten you." 



(So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting of this Day.) 7:51 For verily, 
the punishment will be a retribution that is based upon the type of deed that was done. 
However, forgetting the words of the Qur'an, while understanding its meaning and acting upon 
its legislation, is not included in the meaning of this specific threat. Yet, forgetting the words 
of the Qur'an has been warned against from a different aspect. It has been reported in the 
Sunnah that it is absolutely forbidden and there is a serious threat against one who forgets 
Qur'an (that he previously memorized). 



(127. And thus do We requite him who transgresses beyond bounds and believes not in the Ayat 
of his Lord; and the torment of the Hereafter is far more severe and more lasting.) 



Severe Torment for Him Who transgresses beyond bounds 

Allah says: 'Thus We do requite those who transgress beyond bounds and belie the Ayat of 
Allah in this world and in the Hereafter.' 



(For them is a torment in the life of this world, and certainly, harder is the torment of the 
Hereafter, And they have no defender or protector against Allah.) 13:34 Therefore Allah said, 



(and the torment of the Hereafter is far more severe and more lasting.) meaning: a more 
grievous and more painful penalty than of this world they will remain therein, they will abide 
forever in such torment. Allah's Messenger said to both husband and wife who took an oath, 
when the husband accused his wife of committing illegal sexual intercourse: 

« » 

(Verily, the torment of this worldly life is more insignificant, compared to the punishment of 
the Hereafter.) 



(128. Is it not a guidance for them (to know) how many generations We have destroyed before 
them, in whose dwellings they walk Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of understanding.) 
(129. And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord, and a term 
determined, (their punishment) must necessarily have come (in this world).) (130. So bear 
patiently what they say, and glorify the praises of your Lord before the rising of the sun, and 



before its setting, and during some hours of the night, and at the ends of the day, that you may 
become pleased with the reward which Allah shall give you.) 



Many Nations were destroyed and in Them is a Lesson 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(Is it not a guidance for them...) This is addressed to those who reject what the Prophet came 
to them with: 'We destroyed those who denied the Messengers from the previous nations 
before them. They showed open hostility, so now there is not trace of them and none of them 
are left. This is witnessed by the empty homes that these people left behind, and which others 
have now inherited, moving about in the dwellings of those of the past.' 



(Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of understanding.) This means those who have sound 
intellect and correct understanding. This is as Allah says, 



(Have they not traveled through the land, and have they hearts wherewith to understand and 
ears wherewith to hear Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are 
in the breaststhat grow blind.) 22:46 Allah also said in Surah Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah, 



(Is it not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them in whose 
dwellingsthey walk about) 32:26 Then, Allah, the Exalted, says, 



(And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord, and a term determined 
(their punishment), must necessarily have come (in this world).) 20:129 This means that if it 
were not for the Word that had already preceded from Allah -- that He would not punish 
anyone until the proof had been established against him and the punishment would take place 
at an appointed time that He has already determined for these rejecters -- then the 
punishment would certainly seize them immediately. 



The Command to be patient and perform the Five daily Prayers 

Allah comforts His Prophet by saying to him, 



(So bear patiently what they say,) This means, "Be patient concerning their rejection of you. 



(And glorify the praises of your Lord before the rising of the sun,) This is speaking of the 
Morning (Fajr) prayer. 



(and before its setting,) This is speaking of the Mid-afternoon (" Asr) prayer. This has been 
mentioned in the Two Sahihs on the authority of Jarir bin " Abdullah Al-Bajali, who said, "Once 
we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah when he looked up at the moon on a night when it 
was full. He said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, you all will see your Lord (in the Hereafter) just as you see this moon and you will not 
have to crowd together to see Him. Therefore, if you are able to not miss a prayer before 



sunrise (Fajr) and before sunset (" Asr), then you should do so.) Then he recited this Ayah. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Umarah bin Ru'aybah that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 
« 



(Anyone who prays before sunrise and before sunset will never enter the Hellf ire.) This was 
also recorded by Muslim. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and during some hours of the night, glorify the praises.) This means during its hours offer the 
late night (Tahajjud) prayer. Some of the scholars said it also means the after sunset (Maghrib) 
and the night (" Isha') prayers. 



(and at the ends of the day,) This is the opposite of the hours of the night. 



(that you may become pleased) As Allah says, 



(And verily, your Lord will give you (all good) so that you shall be well-pleased.) 93:5 In the 
Sahih, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Exalted, says, "0 people of Paradise." They will reply, "We are here at Your service 
and Your pleasure our Lord." He will then say, "Are you all pleased" They will reply, "Why 
should we not be pleased our Lord, when You have given us what You have not given any others 
of Your creation" Allah will then say, "Verily, I am going to give you something better than 
that." They will say, "And what thing could be better than that" Allah will say, "I have allowed 
for you My pleasure, so I will never be angry with you again after this.") In another Hadith, it 
statesthat it will be said, 



» 



« 



("0 people of Paradise, verily you all have an appointed promise with Allah that He would like 
to fulfill for you." They will say, "And what is that Has He not already enlightened our faces, 
made our Scales (of good deeds) heavy, saved us from the Hellfire and entered us into 
Paradise" Then, the veil will be lifted and they will gaze upon Him (Allah). By Allah, He has not 
given them anything better than the opportunity to look upon Him, and that is the increase 
(extra blessing).) 



(131 . And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to various 
groups of them, the splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them thereby. But the 



provision of your Lord is better and more lasting.) (132. And enjoin Salah on your family, and 
be patient in offering them. We ask not of you a provision: We provide for you. And the good 
end is for those who have Taqwa.) 



Do not look at the Enjoyment of the Wealthy, be patient in the 

worship of Allah 

Allah, the Exalted, saysto His Prophet Muhammad , "Do not look at what these people of luxury 
and their likes and peers have of nice comforts. For verily, it is only short-lived splendor and a 
feeble bounty, which We are using to test them with. And very few of My servants are truly 
thankful." Mujahid said, 



(various groups of them,) "This means the wealthy people." This means, "Verily, We have given 
you (0 Muhammad) better than that which We have given them." This is just as Allah says in 
another Ayah, 



(And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven repeatedly recited verses, and the Grand 
Qur'an. Look not with your eyes ambitiously.) 15:87-88 Likewise, that which Allah has stored 
for His Messenger in the Hereafter is something extremely great. It is an unlimited reward that 
cannot be described. This is as Allah says, 



(And verily, your Lord will give you so that you shall be well-pleased.) 93:5 For this reason, 
Allah says, 



(But the provision of your Lord is better and more lasting. ) In the Sahih it is recorded that 
" Umar bin Al-Khattab entered upon the Messenger of Allah while he was in the small room in 
which he had separated himself from his wives after he had vowed to stay away from them. 
When he came in, he saw him (the Prophet ) lying down upon a sandy straw mat. There was 
nothing in the house except a pile of sant tree pods and some hanging equipment. " Umar's eyes 
filled with tears (upon seeing this), so the Messenger of Allah said to him, 

« » 



(What makes you cry, Umar) He replied, "0 Messenger of Allah, verily Kisra and Caesar are 
living in their luxurious conditions, yet you are the chosen Friend of Allah amongst His creation" 
The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Do you have doubt, son of Al-Khattab Those people have had their good hastened for them 
in the life of this world.) Thus, the Prophet was the most abstinent of people concerning 
worldly luxuries, even though he had the ability to attain them. If he acquired anything of 
worldly treasures he would spend it on this and that for the servants of Allah. He would never 
save anything for himself for the next day. Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Abu Sa id that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the thing I fear most for you all is what Allah will allow you to acquire of the splendor 
of this world. ) They (the Companions) said, "What is the splendor of this world, O Messenger of 
Allah" He said, 



« » 

(The blessings of the earth.) Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "The splendor of this worldly life 
meansthe beautiful adornmentsof the life of thisworld." Qatadah said, 



(that We may test them thereby.) "3d that We may put them to trial." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And enjoin the Salah on your family, and be patient in offering them.) This means to save 
them from the punishment of Allah by the establishment of the prayer, and you also be patient 
in performing it. This is as Allah says, 



(0 you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell).) 66:6 Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Zayd bin Aslam reported from his father that he and Yarfa' would 



sometimes spend the night at ' Umar bin Al-Khattab's. " Umar had a certain time of night that 
he would get up and pray. However, sometimes he would not get up for it. Then, we would 
say, "He is not going to get up like he usually does." When he would awaken, he would make his 
family get up as well. He would say, 



(And enjoin the Salah on your family, and be patient in offering them.)" Allah said; 



(We ask not of you a provision: We provide for you.) This means that if you establish the 
prayer, your sustenance will come to you from where you did not expect. This is as Allah says, 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine.) 65:2-3 Allah also 
says, 



(And I (Allah) created not the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me (Alone).) 
until, 



(Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most 9rong.) 51:56-58 Thus, Allah says, 



(We ask not of you a provision: We provide for you.) Verily, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Exalted, says, "O son of Adam, perform My worship and I will fill your chest with 
wealth and fulfill your needs. If you do not do so, then I will fill your chest with toil and I will 
not fulfill your needs.") It is also reported from Zayd bin Thabit that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah saying, 

» 



« 

(Whoever makes the worldly life his major concern, then Allah will scatter his situation for him 
(i.e. make it difficult) and his poverty will be placed between his eyes. He will not get from 
this world anything except that which has already been written for him. Whoever makes the 
Hereafter his intention, then his situation will be gathered for him (i.e. made easy) and his 
wealth will be placed in his heart. The worldly life will come to him anyway (in spite of his not 
seeking it).) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And the good end is for those who have Taqwa.) This means the good end in this life and in 
the Hereafter. In the Hereafter the good end will be Paradise for whoever feared Allah. In the 
Sahih it is reported that the Messenger of Allah said, 



The Request of the Polyt heists for Proofs while the Qur'an is itself a 

Proof 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about the disbelievers in their statement, 



(Why does not) This means, 'Why doesn't Muhammad bring us some proof from his Lord' They 
meant a sign that was proof of his truthfulness in his claim that he was the Messenger of Allah. 
Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(Has there not come to them the proof of that which is in the former papers (Scriptures)) This 
means the Qur'an which Allah revealed to him while he was an unlettered man who could not 
write well and who did not study with the People of the Book. Yet, the Qur'an contains 
information about the people of the past that tells of their events from times long ago and it 
agrees with the authentic information in the previous Books concerning these matters. The 
Qur'an is the supervisor of these other Books. It verifies what is correct and explains the 
mistakes that were falsely placed in these Books and attributed to them. This Ayah is similar to 
Allah's statement in Surat AI-' Ankabut, 



(And they say: "Why are not signs sent down to him from his Lord" Say: "The signs are only with 
Allah, and I am only a plain warner." It is not sufficient for them that We have sent down to you 
the Book which is recited to them Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a people who 
believe.) 29:50-51 In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(There was not any Prophet except that he was given signs that caused men to believe. That 
which I have been given is a revelation that Allah has revealed to me, so I hope that I have the 
most followers among them (the Prophets) on the Day of Resurrection.) In this Hadith, the 
Prophet only mentioned the greatest of the signs that he was given, which is the Qur'an. 
However, he did have other miracles, which were innumerable and limitless. These miracles 
have all been recorded in the books that discuss them, and they have been affirmed in the 
pi aces that mention them. Then Allah says, 



(And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they would surely have said: "Our 
Lord! If only You had sent us a Messenger...") This means, "If We had destroyed these rejecting 
people before We sent this Noble Messenger to them and revealed the Mighty Book to them, 
they would have said, 



(Our Lord! If only You had sent us a Messenger,) meaning, 'before you destroyed us, so we 
could have believed in him and followed him.' This is like Allah said, 



(we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before we were humiliated and disgraced.) 
Allah, the Exalted, explains that these rejecters are stubborn and obstinate and they will not 
believe. 



(Even if every sign should come them, until they see the painful torment.) 10:97 This is as 
Allah says, 



(And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, so follow it and have Taqwa (of Allah), 
that you may receive mercy.) Until Misstatement, 



(because of their turning away.) 6:155-157 Allah also says, 



(And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a warner came to them, they would be 
more guided than any of the nations (before them).) 35:42 



(And they swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that if there came to them a sign, they would 
surely believe therein.) 6:109 to the completion of those Ayat. Then, Allah says, 



(Say) "Say, O Muhammad, to those who deny you, oppose you and continue in their disbelief 
and obstinance." 



(Each one is waiting,) among you and us; 



(so wait you too;) This is a command to await (anticipate). 



(and you shall know who are they that are on As-9rat As-Sawi.) This meansthe straight road. 



(And who are they that have let themselves be guided. ) meaning guidance to the truth and the 
path of right guidance. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And they will know, when they see the torment, who it is that is most astray from the path!) 
25:42 And Allah said, 



(Tomorrow they will come to know who is liar, the insolent one!) 54:26 This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surah Ta Ha, and all praise and gratitude is due to Allah. The Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya' 
will follow this, if Allah wills. And all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya 

(Chapter- 21) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
The Virtues of Surat Al-Anbiya' 

and Al-Anbiya' - they are among the earliest and most beautiful Surahs and they are my 
treasure." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn away in heedlessness.) (2. Comes 
not unto them an admonition from their Lord as a recent revelation but they listen to it while 
they play.) (3. With their hearts occupied. Those who do wrong, conceal their private counsels, 
(saying): "Is this more than a human being like you Will you submit to magic while you see it") 
(4. He said: "My Lord knows what is said in the heavens and on earth. And He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower.") (5. Nay, they say: "These are mixed up false dreams! Nay, he has invented it! 



-- Nay, he is a poet! Let him then bring us an Ayah like the ones that were sent before!") (6. 
Not one of the towns of those which We destroyed, believed before them; will they then 
believe.) 

The Hour is at hand but People are heedless 

This is a warning from Allah of the approach of the Hour, and that people are heedless of it, 
i.e., they are not working for it or preparing for it. An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Sa' id reported 
from the Prophet : 



(while they turn away in heedlessness), he said, 

« » 

(in thisworld.) Allah says: 



(The Event ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek not to hasten it) 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder. And if they see a sign, they 
turn away.) 54:1,2 . Then Allah states that they do not listen to the revelation (Wahy) that He 
sends down to His Messenger , which is addressed to the Quraysh and all disbelievers like them. 



(Comes not unto them an admonition from their Lord as a recent revelation) meaning, newly- 
revealed, 



(but they listen to it while they play. ) This is like what Ibn " Abbas said, "Why do you ask the 
People of the Book about what they have, which has been altered and distorted, and they have 
added things and taken things away, when your Book is the most recently revealed from Allah, 
and you read it pure and unadulterated" Al-Bukhari recorded something similar to this. 



(Those who do wrong, conceal their private counsels) meaning, what they say to one another in 
secret . 



(Is this more than a human being like you) meaning, the Messenger of Allah . They did not 
believe that he could be a Prophet because he was a human being like them, so how could he 
have been singled out to receive revelation, and not them They said: 



(Will you submit to magic while you see it) meaning, will you follow him and be like one who 
submits to magic when he knows that it is magic Allah said in response to their fabrications and 
lies: 



(He said: "My Lord knows what is said in the heavens and on earth...") Nothing at all is hidden 
from the One Who knows that, and He is the One Who reveals this Qur'an which contains news 
of the earliest and last generations. No one can produce the like of this except the One Who 
knows all the secrets of the heavens and the earth. 



(And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) means, He hears all that they say and He knows all 
their circumstances. This is a warning and a threat to them. 

The Disbelievers' Ideas about the Qur'an and the Messenger ; their 
demand for a Sign and the Refutation of that 



(Nay, they say: "These are mixed up false dreams! Nay, he has invented it!...") Here Allah tells 
us of the stubbornness and heresy of the disblievers, and the various things they said about the 
Qur'an, and how they were confused and misguided about it. Sometimes they described it as 
magic, and sometimes they described it as poetry, or mixed up false dreams, or a fabrication. 
As Allah says: 



(See what examples they have put forward for you. So they have gone astray, and never can 
they find away) 17:48 



(Let him then bring us an Ayah like the ones that were sent before!) They were referring to the 
she-camel of Salih, and the signs of Musa and ' Isa. And Allah says, 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them.) 17:59 
So Allah said here: 



(Not one of the towns of those which We destroyed, believed before them; will they then 
believe) None of the peoples to whom Messengers were sent were given a sign at the hands of 
their Prophet and believed. On the contrary, they disbelieved and We destroyed them as a 
result. Would these people believe in a sign if they saw it Not at all! In fact, 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) 10:96-97 . Indeed, they 
witnes- sed clear signs and definitive proof at the hands of the Messen- ger of Allah , signs 
which were far clearer and more overwhel- ming than any that had been witnessed in the case 
of any other Prophet, may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon them all. 



(7. And We sent not before you but men to whom We revealed. So ask the people of the 
Reminder if you do not know.) (8. And We did not place them in bodies that did not eat food, 
nor were they immortals.) (9. Then We fulfilled to them the promise. So We saved them and 
those whom We willed, but We destroyed Al-Musrifin.) 



The Messengers are no more than Human Beings 

Here Allah refutesthose who denied that human Messengers could be sent: 



(And We sent not before you but men to whom We revealed.) meaning, all the Messengers who 
came before you were men, human beings. There were no angels among them. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We revealed, from among the people of 
townships) 12:109 



(Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers...) 46:9 Allah tells us that the previous 
nations denied that and said: 



("Shall mere men guide us") 64:6 . So Allah says here: 



(So ask the people of the Reminder if you do not know.) meaning, ask the people of knowledge 
among the nations such as the Jews and Christians and other groups: 'were the Messengers who 
came to you human beings or angels' Indeed they were human beings. This is a part of the 
perfect blessing of Allah towards His creation: He sent to them Messengers from among 
themselves so that they could receive the Message from them and learn from them. 



(And We did not place them inbodiesthat did not eat food...) meaning, rather they had bodies 
that ate food, as Allah says: 



(And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food and walked in 
the markets) 25:20 meaning, they were human beings who ate and drank like all other 
people, and they went to the marketplaces to earn a living and engage in business; that did not 
affect them adversely or reduce their status in any way, as the idolators imagined. 



(And they say: "Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk about in the markets. Why is not 
an angel sent down to him to be a warner with him Or (why) has not a treasure been granted to 
him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may eat") 25:7-8 



(nor were they immortals) meaning, in thisworld; on the contrary, they lived, then they died. 



(And We granted not to any human being immortality before you) 21:34 But what 
distinguished them from others was that they received revelation from Allah, and the angels 
brought down to them from Allah His rulings concerning His creation, what He commanded and 
what He prohibited. 



Then We fulfilled to them the promise, the promise that their Lord made to destroy the 
evildoers. AllaOh fulfilled His promise and did that. He says: 



(So We saved them and those whom We willed,) meaning, their followers among the believers, 



(but We destroyed Al-Musrifin.) meaning, those who disbelieved the Message brought by the 
Messengers. 



(10. Indeed, We have sent down for you a Book in which there is Dhikrukum. Will you not then 
understand) (11. How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We destroyed, and raised up 
after them another people!) (12. Then, when they sensed Our torment, behold, they (tried to) 
flee from it.) (13. Flee not, but return to that wherein you lived a luxurious life, and to your 
homes, in order that you may be questioned.) (14. They cried: "Woe to us! Certainly we have 
been wrongdoers.") (15. And that cry of theirs ceased not, till We made them as a field that is 
reaped, extinct.) 

The Virtue of the Qur'an Here 

Allah pointsout the noble status of the Qur'an and urgesthem to recognize itsworth: 



(Indeed, We have sent down for you a Book in which there is Dhikrukum). Ibn 'Abbas said: 
"Honor for you." 



(Will you not then understand) means, will you not understand this blessing, and accept it This 
is like the Ayah: 



(And verily, this is indeed a Reminder for you and your people, and you will be questioned. 
43:44 

How the Evildoers were destroyed 



(How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We destroyed,) meaning, they were very many. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And how many generations have We destroyed after Nuh!) 17:17 



(And many a township did We destroy while they were given to wrongdoing, so that it lie in 
ruins) 22:45 . 



(and raised up after them another people!) means, another nation which came after them. 



(Then, when they sensed Our torment,) when they realized that the torment would 
undoubtedly come upon them, just astheir Prophet had warned them, 



(behold, they (tried to) flee from it.) they tried to run away. 



(Flee not, but return to that wherein you lived a luxurious life, and to your homes,) This is a 
way of ridiculing them. It will be said to them by way of ridicule: "Do not run away from the 
coming torment; go back to the delights and luxuries and fine homes in which you were living." 
Qatadah said, "Mocking them." 



(in order that you may be questioned) about whether you gave thanks for what you had. 



(They cried: "Woe to us! Certainly we have been wrong- doers.") They will confess their sins 
when it will be of no benefit to them. 



(And that cry of theirs ceased not, till We made them as a field that is reaped, extinct.) 
meaning, "they will keep on saying that, admitting their wrong- doing, until We harvest them as 
it were, and their movements and voices come to a stop." 



(16. We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them for play.) (17. Had 
We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going to do 
(that).) (18. Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys it, and behold, it 
disappears. And woe to you for that which you ascribe.) (19. To Him belongs whosoever is in 
the heavens and on earth. And those who are near Him are not too proud to worship Him, nor 
are they weary.) (20. They glorify His praises night and day, they never slacken.) 

Creation was made with Justice and Wisdom 

Allah tells usthat He created the heavens and the earth in truth, i.e. with justice. 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward those who 
do good, with what is best.) 53:31 . He did not create all that in vain or for (mere) play: 



(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose! 
That is the consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!) 38:27 



(Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going 
to do (that).) Ibn Abi Najih said, narrating from Mujahid: 



(Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have taken it from Us,) "Meaning, ' From 
Ourself,' He is saying, " We would not have created Paradise or Hell or death or the resurrection 
or the Reckoning."' 



(if We were going to do (that). ) Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Mughirah bin 
Miqsam said: "This means, ' We will not do that.'" Mujahid said, every time the word 



(if) is used in the Qur'an, it is a negation. 



(Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood,) means, " We explain the truth and thus defeat 
falsehood.' Allah says: 



(so it destroys it, and behold, it disappears.) it is fading and vanishing. 



(And woe to you) Oyou who say that Allah has offspring. 



(for that which you ascribe.) that which you say and fabricate. Then Allah informs of the 
servitude of the angels, and how they persevere in worship night and day: 



Everything belongs to Allah and serves Him 



(To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and on earth. And those who are near Him) i.e. 
the angels, 



(are not too proud to worship Him,) they do not feel proud and do not refuse to worship Him. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(Al-Masih will never be proud to reject being a servant of Allah, nor the angels who are the 
near. And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all together 
unto Himself.) 4:172 



(nor are they weary.) means, they do not get tired or feel bored. 



(They glorify His praises night and day, they never slacken.) They persist in their worship night 
and day, obeying Allah to the utmost, and they are able to do this, as Allah says: 



(who do not disobey Allah in what He commands them, but do what they are commanded) 
66:6 



(21. Or have they taken (for worship) gods from the earth who raise the dead) (22. Had there 
been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods besides Allah, then verily, both would have 
been ruined. Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above all that (evil) they 



associate with Him!) (23. He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while they will be 
questioned.) 

Refutation of false gods 

Allah denounces those who take other gods instead of Him: 



(Or have they taken gods from the earth who raise the dead) meaning, can they bring the dead 
back to life and bring them forth from the earth They cannot do any of that, so how can they 
make them rivals to Allah and worship them alongside Him Then Allah tells us that if there 
were another god besides Him, the heavens and the earth would be ruined: 



(Had there been therein gods) means, in the heavens and the earth, 



(then verily, both would have been ruined.) This is like the Ayah: 



(No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. Then each god would have taken 
away what he had created, and some would have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah 
above all that they attribute to Him!) 23:91 . And Allah says here: 



(Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, above all that they associate with Him!) meaning, 
glorified be He above what they say about Him having offspring or partners; glorified and 
exalted and sanctified be He far above all the lies that they fabricate. 



(He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will be questioned.) He is the Ruler 
Whose rule cannot be overturned and none can object to it, because of His might, majesty, 
pride, knowledge, wisdom, justice and subtlety. 



(while they will be questioned.) means, He is the One Who will ask His creation about what 
they did. This is like the Ayah: 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.) 
15:92-93 



(And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no protector) 23: 



(24. Or have they taken for worship gods besides Him Say: "Bring your proof. This is the 
Reminder for those with me and the Reminder for those before me." But most of them know 
not the Truth, so they are averse.) (25. And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): "There is no God but I, so worship Me.") 



(Or have they taken for worship gods besides Him Say:) -- Muhammad 



(Bring your proof.) your evidence for what you are saying. 



(This is the Reminder for those with me) means, the Qur'an. 



(and the Reminder for those before me) means, the previous Books, unlike what you claim. 
Each Book was revealed to each Prophet who was sent with the message that there is no god 
except Allah, but you idolatorsdo not recognize the truth, so you turn away from it. Allah says: 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "There is no 
god but I. ..") This is like the Ayat: 



(And ask those of Our Messengers whom We sent before you: "Did We ever appoint gods to be 
worshipped besides the Most Gracious") 43:45 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid Taghut (all false deities).") 16:36 Every Prophet who was sent by Allah called people to 
worship Allah Alone, with no partner or associate. The natural inclination of man (Al-Fit rah) 
also bears witness to that. The idolators have no proof and their dispute is of no use before 
their Lord; on them is wrath, and for them will be a severe torment. 



(26. And they say: "The Most Gracious has begotten children." Glory to Him! They are but 
honored servants.) (27. They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His command.) 
(28. He knows what is before them, and what is behind them, and they cannot intercede 
except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him.) (29. And if 
any of them should say: "Verily, I am a god besides Him," such We should recompense with Hell. 
Thus We recompense the wrongdoers.) 



The Refutation of Those Who claim that the Angels are the 
Daughters of Allah; description of their Deeds and Status 

Here Allah refutes those who claim that He has offspring among the angels -- exalted and 
sanctified be He. Some of the Arabs believed that the angels were the daughters of Allah, but 
Allah says: 



(Glory to Him! They are but honored servants.) meaning, the angels are servants of Allah who 
are honored by Him and who hold high positions of noble status. They obey Him to the utmost 
in all their words and deeds. 



(They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His command.) meaning, they do not 
initiate any matter before Him or go against His commands; on the contrary, they hasten to do 
as He commands, and He encompasses them with His knowledge so that nothing whatsoever is 
hidden from Him. 



(He knows what is before them, and what is behind them,) 



(and they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased.) This is like the Ayat: 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) 2:255 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits) 34:23 . There are many 
Ayat which say similar things. 



(And they for fear of Him) means, because they fear Him. 



(And they stand in awe. And if any of them should say: "Verily, I am a god besides Him,") 
meaning, whoever claimsto be a god instead of Allah, i.e., alongside Allah, 



(such We should recompense with Hell. Thus We recompense the wrongdoers.) meaning, 
everyone who says this. This is a conditional sentence, and the condition stated does not 
necessarily have to take place. This is like the Ayat: 



(Say: "If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of worshippers.") 43:81 



(If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely, (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you 
will certainly be among the losers.) 39:65 



(30. Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and the earth were joined together 
as one united piece, then We parted them And We have made from water every living thing. 
Will they not then believe) (31. And We have placed on the earth firm mountains, lest it should 
shake with them, and We placed therein broad highways for them to pass through, that they 
may be guided.) (32. And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded. Yet they 
turn away from its signs). (33. And He it is Who has created the night and the day, and the sun 
and the moon, each in an orbit floating.) 

The Signs of Allah in the Heavens and the Earth and in the Night 

and the Day 

Here Allah tells of His perfect might and power in His creation and subjugation of all things. 



(Have not those who disbelieve known) means, those who deny His Divine nature and worship 
others instead of Him, do they not realize that Allah is the One Who is Independent in His 
powers of creation and is running the affairs of all things with absolute power 3d how can it be 
appropriate to worship anything else beside Him or to associate others in worship with Him Do 
they not see that the heavens and the earth were joined together, i.e. in the beginning they 
were all one piece, attached to one another and piled up on top of one another, then He 
separated them from one another, and made the heavens seven and the earth seven, placing 
the air between the earth and the lowest heaven. Then He caused rain to fall from the sky and 
vegetation to grow from the earth. He says: 



(And We have made from water every living thing. Will they not then believe) meaning, they 
see with their own eyes how creation develops step by step. All of that is proof of the 
existence of the Creator Who is in control of all things and is able to do whatever He wills. 

In everything there is a Sign of Him, showing that He is One. 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from his father from * Ikrimah that Ibn 'Abbas was asked; "Did the 
night come first or the day" He said, "Do you think that when the heavens and the earth were 
joined together, there was anything between them except darkness Thus you may know that 
the night came before the day. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ~ Umar said that a man came to 
him and questioned him about when the heavens and earth were joined together then they 
were parted. He said, "Go to that old man (Shaykh) and ask him, then come and tell me what 
he says to you." Sb he went to Ibn 'Abbas and asked him. Ibn 'Abbas said: "Yes, the heavens 
were joined together and it did not rain, and the earth was joined together and nothing grew. 
When living beings were created to populate the earth, rain came forth from the heavens and 



vegetation came forth from the earth." The man went back to Ibn x Umar and told him what 
had been said. Ibn x Umar said, "Now I know that Ibn " Abbas has been given knowledge of the 
Qur'an. He has spoken the truth, and this is how it was." Ibn 'Umar said: "I did not like the 
daring attitude of Ibn ' Abbas in his Tafsir of the Qur'an, but now I know that he has been given 
knowledge of the Qur'an." Sa id bin Jubayr said: "The heavens and the earth were attached to 
one another, then when the heavens were raised up, the earth became separate from them, 
and this is their parting which was mentioned by Allah in His Book." Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, 
"They were joined together, then they were separated by this air." 



(And We have made from water every living thing. ) meaning, the origin of every living thing is 
in water. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "I said: Messenger of Allah, when I 
see you I feel happy and content, tell me about everything." He said, 



« » 



(Everything was created from water.) "I said, tell me about something which, if I do it, I will 
enter Paradise." He said: 



» 



« 



(Spread (the greeting of) Salam, feed others, uphold the ties of kinship, and stand in prayer at 
night when people are sleeping. Then you will enter Paradise in peace.) This chain of narration 
fulfills the conditions of the Two Sahihs, apart from Abu Maymunah, who is one of the men of 
theSunans, his first name was Salim; and At -Tirmidhi classed him as Sahih. 



(And We have placed on the earth firm mountains,) means, mountains which stabilize the earth 
and keep it steady and lend it weight, lest it should shake with the people, i.e., move and 
tremble so that they would not be able to stand firm on it -- because it is covered with water, 
apart from one-quarter of its surface. So the land is exposed to the air and sun, so that its 
people may see the sky with its dazzling signs and evidence. So Allah says, 



(lest it should shake with them, ) meaning, so that it will not shake with them. 



(and We placed therein broad highways for them to pass through,) means, mountain passes 
through which they may travel from region to region, country to country. As we can see, the 
mountains form barriers between one land and another, so Allah created gaps -- passes -- in 
the mountains so that people may travel from here to there. So He says: 



(that they may be guided.) 



(And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded.) means, covering the earth like 
a dome above it. This is like the Ayah, 



(With Hands We constructed the heaven. Verily, We are able to extend the vastnessof space 
thereof.) 51:47 



(By the heaven and Him Who built it.) 91:5 



(Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have made it and adorned it, and 
there are no rifts in it) 50:6 . The building and making described here refers to the raising of 
the dome, as when the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Islam is built on five.) i.e., five pillars, which can only refer to a tent as familiar among the 
Arabs. 



(safe and well-guarded.) means, high and protected from anything reaching it. Mujahid said, 
"Raised up." 



(Yet they turn away from its signs.) This is like the Ayah: 



(And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth they pass by, while they are averse 
therefrom) 12:105 . They do not think about how Allah has created it, so vast and high, and 
adorned it with heavenly bodies both stationary and moving by night and day, such as the sun 
which completes its circuit in one day and night, until it completes its allotted time, which no 
one knows except Allah, Who created it and subjugated it and directed its course. Then Allah 
says, drawing attention to some of His signs, 



(And He it is Who has created the night and the day,) meaning, the one with its darkness and 
stillness, and the other with its light and human interaction; sometimes the one is longer while 
the other is shorter, then they switch. 



(and the sun and the moon,) the sun with its own light and its own path and orbit and allotted 
time, and the moon which shines with a different light and travels on a different path and has 
its own allotted time. 



(each in an orbit floating.) means, revolving. Ibn 'Abbas said, "They revolve like a spinning 
wheel, in a circle." This is like the Ayah: 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and 
the moon for reckoning. Such is the measuring of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.) 6:96 



(34. And We granted not to any human being immortality before you; then if you die, would 
they live forever) (35. Everyone is going to taste death, and We shall test you with evil and 
with good by way of trial. And to Us you will be returned.) 



No One has been granted Immortality in this World 



(And We granted not to any human being immortality before you;) means, Muhammad. 



(immortality) means, in this world. On the contrary, 



(Whatsoever ison it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and honor 
will remain forever.) 55:26-27 . 



(then if you die) means, Muhammad, 



(would they live forever) means, they hope that they will live forever after you, but that will 
not happen; everything will pass away. So Allah says: 



(Everyone is going to taste death,) 



(and We shall test you with evil and with good by way of trial. ) Meaning, "We shall test you, 
sometimes with difficulties and sometimes with ease, to see who will give thanks and who will 
be ungrateful, who will have patience and who will despair." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn x Abbas: 



(and We shall test you) means, We will test you, 



(with evil and with good by way of trial.) means, with difficulties and with times of prosperity, 
with health and sickness, with richness and poverty, with lawful and unlawful, obedience and 
sin, with guidance and misguidance. 



(And to Us you will be returned.) means, and We will requite you according to your deeds. 



(36. And when those who disbelieved see you, they take you not except for mockery (saying): 
"Is this the one who talks about your gods" While they disbelieve at the mention of the Most 
Gracious.) (37. Man is created of haste. I will show you My Ayat. So ask Me not to hasten 
(them).) 

How the Idolators mocked the Prophet Allah tells His Prophet : 



(And when those who disbelieved see you,) meaning, the disbelievers of the Quraysh, such as 
Abu Jahl and his like. 



(they take you not except for mockery) means, they make fun of you and insult you, saying, 



("Is this the one who talks about your gods") meaning, is this the one who insults your gods and 
ridicules your intelligence Allah says: 



(While they disbelieve at the mention of the Most Gracious.) meaning, they disbelieve in Allah 
and yet they mock the Messenger of Allah . As Allah says: 



(And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery (saying): "Is this the one whom Allah 
has sent as a Messenger He would have nearly misled us from our gods, had it not been that we 
were patient and constant in their worship!" And they will know, when they see the torment, 
who it isthat is most astray from the path!) 25:41-42 



(Man is created of haste.) This is like the Ayah: 



(and man is ever hasty) 17:1 1 , in all matters. The reason why the haste of man is mentioned 
here isthat when mention is made of those who mock the Messenger , (the believers) will want 
to avenge them swiftly, and that so should happen sooner. Allah says, 



(Man is created of haste.) because He delays (the punishment) until a time when, once He 
seizes him, He will never let him go. He delays it, then He hastens it; He waits, then He does 
not delay any longer. So He says: 



(I will show you My Ayat) meaning, My vengeance, ruling and power over those who disobey Me. 



(So ask Me not to hasten (them).) 



(38. And they say: "When will this promise (come to pass), if you are truthful.") (39. If only 
those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will not be able to ward off the Fire from 
their faces, nor from their backs, and they will not be helped.) (40. Nay, it will come upon 
them all of a sudden and will perplex them, and they will have no power to avert it nor will 
they get respite.) 



The Idolators seek to hasten on the Punishment 

Allah also tells us how the idolators seek to hasten punishment upon themselves, out of denial, 
rejection, disbelief, stubbornness and a belief that it will never happen. He says: 



(And they say: "When will this promise (come to pass), if you are truthful".) And Allah says: 



(If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will not be able to ward off the Fire 
from their faces, nor from their backs,) meaning, if only they knew for certain that it will 
inevitably come to pass, they would not seek to hasten it. If only they knew how the torment 
will overwhelm them from above them and from beneath their feet. 



(They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and coverings (of Fire) beneath them) 39:16 



(Theirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of Hellf ire)) 7:41 . And in this 
Ayah Allah says: 



(when they will not be able to ward off the Fire from their faces, nor from their backs,) And 
Allah says: 



(Their garments will be of tar, and fire will cover their faces) 14:50 . The torment will 
surround them on all sides, 



(and they will not be helped.) means, and they will have no helper. This is like the Ayah: 



(And they have no guardian against Allah) 13:34 



(Nay, it will come upon them all of a sudden) means, the Fire will come upon them suddenly, 
i.e., it will take them by surprise. 



(and will perplex them,) means, it will scare them, and they will succumb to it in confusion, 
not knowing what they are doing. 



(and they will have no power to avert it) means, they will have no means of doing so. 



(nor will they get respite. ) means, it will not be delayed for them even for an instant. 



(41. Indeed (many) Messengers were mocked before you, but the scoffers were surrounded by 
what they used to mock.) (42. Say: "Who can guard and protect you in the night or in the day 
from the Most Gracious" Nay, but they turn away from the remembrance of their Lord.) (43. Or 
have they gods who can guard them from Us They have no power to help themselves, nor can 
they be protected from Us.) 

The Lessons to be learned from Those Who mocked the Messengers 

in the Past 

Allah says consoling His Messenger for the pain and insult caused by the mockery and disbelief 
of the idolators, 



(Indeed (many) Messengers were mocked before you, but the scoffers were surrounded by what 
they used to mock.) meaning, the punishment which they thought would never come to pass. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, Messengers were denied before you, but with patience they bore the denial, and they 
were hurt; till Our help reached them, and none can alter the Words of Allah. Surely, there has 
reached you the information (news) about the Messengers (before you)) 6:34 . Then Allah 
menitons His favor for His creatures; He protects them by night and by day, taking care of 
them and watching over them with His Eye that never sleeps. 



(Say: "Who can guard and protect you in the night or in the day from the Most Gracious") 
means, other than the Most Gracious Himself 



(Nay, but they turn away from the remembrance of their Lord.) means, they do not recognize 
the blessings and favor of Allah towards them; they turn away from His signs and blessings. 



(Or have they gods who can guard them from Us) This is a rhetorical question aimed at 
denouncing and rebuking. The meaning is, do they have any gods who can protect them and 
take care of them other than Us It is not as they imagine or as they claim. Allah says: 



(They have no power to help themselves,) these gods on whom they rely instead of Allah 
cannot even help themselves. 



(nor can they be protected from Us.) AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Nor can they be 
guarded from Us." 



(44. Nay, We gave the luxuries of this life to these men and their fathers until the period grew 
long for them. See they not that We gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders Is it 
then they who will overcome) (45. Say: "I warn you only by the revelation. "But the deaf will 
not hear the call, (even) when they are warned.) (46. And if a breath of the torment of your 
Lord touches them, they will surely cry: "Woe unto us! Indeed we have been wrongdoers.") (47. 
And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
sufficient are We to take account.) 



How the Idolators are deceived by their long and luxurious Lives in 
this World, and the Explanation of the Truth 

Allah explains that they have been deceived and misled by the luxuries that they enjoy in this 
world and the long life that they have been given, so they believe that they are following 
something good. Then Allah warnsthem: 



(See they not that We gradually reduce the land (in their control) from its outlying borders) 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, and We have shown the Ayat in various 
ways that they might return.) 46:27 Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "This means the victory of islam 
over disbelief." The meaning is: Do they not learn a lesson from the fact that Allah supported 
those (believers) against their enemies, He destroyed the disbelieving nations and the evil- 
doing townships, and He saved His believing servants So Allah says: 



(Is it then they who will overcome) meaning, on the contrary, they are the ones who will be 
overcomed, who will be defeated, humiliated and brought low. 



(Say: "I warn you only by the revelation.") meaning, * I only convey to you the warning of Allah's 
punishment and vengeance, and this is no more than that which Allah reveals to me.' But this is 
of no benefit to the one whom Allah has made blind and has put a seal over his hearing and his 
heart. He says: 



(But the deaf will not hear the call, (even) when they are warned.) 



(And if a breath of the torment of your Lord touches them, they will surely, cry: "Woe unto us! 
Indeed we have been wrongdoers!") If these disbelievers were affected by the slightest touch 
of Allah's punishment, they would confess their sins and admit that they had wronged 
themselves in this world. 



(And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything.) meaning, "We shall set up the Balances of justice on the Day of 



Resurrection." The majority of scholars state that it is one Balance, and the plural form is used 
here to reflect the large number of deeds which will be weighed therein. 



(then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard 
seed, We will bring it. And sufficient are We to take account.) This is like the Ayat: 



(and your Lord treats no one with injustice) 18:49 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of speck of dust, but if there is any good, He 
doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) 4:40 



("0 my son! If it be equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, 
or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.") 
31:16 In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(Two words which are light on the tongue, heavy in the Balance and beloved to Ar-Rahman: 
"Subhan Allahi wa bi hamdihi, Subhan Allahil " Azim (Glory and praise be to Allah, Glory be to 
Allah the Almighty).") Imam Ahmad also recorded that ' Aishah said that one of the Companions 



of the Messenger of Allah sat down before him and said, "0 Messenger of Allah, I have two 
slaves who lie to me, betray me and disobey me, and I hit them and insult them. How do I 
stand with regard to them" The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The extent to which they betrayed you, disobeyed you and lied to you will be measured 
against the punishment you meted out to them. If your punishment was commensurate with 
their misconduct, then you will be equal and you will not have anything counted for you or 
against you. If your punishment of them was less than that what they deserved for their 
misconduct, then this will count in your favor. If your punishment of them was more than what 
they deserved for their misconduct, then Allah will take what is due to them from you.) Then 
the man started to weep before the Messenger of Allah , and the Messenger of Allah asked, 

» 



« 

(What is the matter with him Has he not read the words of Allah, ( And We shal I set up Balances 
of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if 
there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And sufficient are We to take 
account.)) The man said, "O Messenger of Allah, I think there is nothing better than keeping 
away from these people -- meaning his slaves -- I call upon you to bear witness that they are all 
free." 



(48. And indeed We granted to Musa and Harun the criterion, and a shining light and a 
Reminder for those who have Taqwa.) (49. Those who fear their Lord in the unseen, and they 
are afraid of the Hour.) (50. And this is a blessed Reminder which We have sent down; will you 
then deny it) 

The Revelation of the Tawrah and the Qur'an 



We have already noted that Allah often mentions Musa and Muhammad together -- may the 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon them both -- and He often mentions their Books together 
as well. He says: 



(And indeed We granted to Musa and Harun the criterion) Mujahid said, "This means the 
Scripture." Abu Salih said: "The Tawrah." Qatadah said: "The Tawrah, what it permits and it 
forbids, and how Allah differentiated between truth and falsehood." In conclusion, we may say 
that the heavenly Books included the distinction between truth and falsehood, guidance and 
misguidance, transgression and the right way, lawful and unlawful, and that which will fill the 
heart with light, guidance, fear of Allah and repentance. So Allah says: 



(the criterion, and a shining light and a Reminder for those who have Taqwa.) meaning, a 
reminder and exhortation for them. Then He describes them as: 



(Those who fear their Lord in the unseen.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Who feared the Most Gracious in the unseen and came with a repenting heart. ) 50:33 



(Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.) 
67:12 t 



(and they are afraid of the Hour.) means, they fear it. Then Allah says: 



(And this is a blessed Reminder which We have sent down;) means, the Magnificent Qur'an, 
which falsehood cannot approach, from before it or behind it, revealed by the All-Wise, Worthy 
of all praise. 



(will you then deny it) means, will you deny it when it isthe utmost in clarity and truth 



(51. And indeed We bestowed aforetime on Ibrahim his guidance, and We were Well- 
Acquainted with him.) (52. When he said to his father and his people: "What are these images 
to which you are devoted") (53. They said: "We found our fathers worshipping them.") (54. He 
said: "Indeed you and your fathers have been in manifest error.") (55. They said: "Have you 
brought us the Truth, or are you one of those who play about") (56. He said: "Nay, your Lord is 



the Lord of the heavens and the earth, Who created them and to that I am one of the 
witnesses.") 

The Story of Ibrahim and his People 

Allah tells us about His close Friend Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and how He bestowed upon 
him guidance aforetime, i.e., from an early age He inspired him with truth and evidence 
against his people, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his people) 6:83 . The point here is 
that Allah istelling us that He gave guidance to Ibrahim aforetime, i.e., He had already guided 
him at an early age. 



(and We were Wei I -Acquainted with him.) means, and he was worthy of that. Then Allah says: 



(When he said to his father and his people: "What are these images, to which you are devoted") 
This is the guidance which he had been given during his youth: his denunciation of his people's 
worship of idols instead of Allah. Ibrahim said: 



("What are these images, to which you are devoted") meaning, which you worship with such 
devotion. 



(They said: "We found our fathers worshipping them.") means, they had no other evidence 
apart from the misguided actions of their forefathers. Ibrahim said: 



(Indeed you and your fathers have been in manifest error.) meaning, Speaking to your fathers 
whose actions you cite as evidence would be the same as speaking to you. Both you and they 
are misguided and are not following any straight path.' When he called their intelligence into 
question, and said that their fathers were misguided and belittled their gods, 



(They said: "Have you brought us the Truth, or are you one of those who play about") They said: 
'These words that you are saying, are you speaking in jest or are you telling the truth For we 
have never heard such a thing before.' 



(He said: "Nay, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, Who created them...") 
meaning, your Lord, beside Whom there is no other god, is the One Who created the heavens 
and the earth and all that they contain; He is the One Who initiated their creation; He is the 
Creator of all things. 



(and to that I am one of the witnesses. ) means, and I bear witness that there is no God other 
than Him and no Lord except Him. 



(57. "And by Allah, I shall plot a plan for your idols after you have gone away and turned your 
backs.") (58. Sb he broke them to pieces, except the biggest of them, that they might turn to 
it.) (59. They said: "Who has done thisto our gods He must indeed be one of the wrongdoers.") 
(60. They said: "We heard a young man talking against them, who is called Ibrahim.") (61. They 
said: "Then bring him before the eyes of the people, that they may testify.") (62. They said: 
"Are you the one who has done this to our gods, Ibrahim") (63. He said: "Nay, this one, the 
biggest of them did it. Ask them, if they can speak!") 



How Ibrahim broke the Idols 

Then Ibrahim swore an oath, which some of his people heard, to plot against their idols, i.e., 
to break them and destroy them after they had gone away and turned their backs, when they 
went out to their festival. They had a festival which they would go out to celebrate. Abu Ishaq 
reported from Abu Al-Ahwas from 'Abdullah Ibn Mas' ud , "When the people of Ibrahim went 
out to celebrate their festival, they passed by him and said, '0 Ibrahim, are you not coming 
out with us' He said, ' I am sick.' " It was only the day before that he had said, 



(And by Allah, I shall plot a plan for your idols after you have gone away and turned your 
backs.) and some of the people had heard him. 



(So he broke them to pieces,) means, he smashed them all, except for the biggest idol. This is 
like the Ayah, 



(Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right hand) 37:93 



(that they might turn to it. ) It was said that he put a hammer in the hands of the biggest idol 
so that the people would think that it had become jealous on its own account and objected to 
these smaller idols being worshipped alongside it, so it had broken them. 



(They said: "Who has done this to our gods He must indeed be one of the wrongdoers.") When 
they came back and saw what Ibrahim had done to their idols, humiliating them and lowering 
their status, proving that they were not divine and that those who worshipped them were 
fools, 



(They said: "Who has done thisto our gods He must indeed be one of the wrongdoers.") because 
of this action of his. 



(They said: "We heard a young man talking against them, who is called Ibrahim.") Those who 
had heard him swearing to plot against them said, we heard a young man talking about them, 
and they said that he was called Ibrahim. 



(They said: "Then bring him before the eyes of the people...") meaning, in front of a large 
audience so that all the people could be present. This was Ibrahim's ultimate purpose, so that 
he could tell this great gathering about the extent of their ignorance and how foolish they were 
to worship idols which could not defend themselves from harm or help themselves, so how 
could they ask them for help 



(They said: "Are you the one who has done this to our gods, Ibrahim" He said: "Nay, this one, 
the biggest of them did it...") referring to the one he had left alone and had not broken. 



(Ask them, if they can speak!) He was hoping that they would admit of their own volition that 
these idols could not speak and that this idol would not say anything because it was inanimate. 
In the Two Sahihs it was recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said: 

: » 



(Ibrahim, upon him be peace, did not tell lies except on three occasions, two for the sake of 
Allah -- when he said: 



(Nay, thisone, the biggest of them did it. ) and when he said: 



(Verily, I am sick) 37:89 



« 

. (and when he was traveling in the land of one of the tyrants, and Sarah was with him; when 
he made camp, a man came to the tyrant and said, "A man has made camp in your land and 
with him is a woman who is the most beautiful of people." The tyrant sent for Ibrahim, and 
asked him, "What is the relationship of this woman to you" He said, "She is my sister." The 
tyrant said, "Go and send her to me." So Ibrahim went to Sarah and said, "This tyrant asked me 
about you, and I told him that you are my sister, so do not let him think that I am lying. For 
you are indeed my sister according to the Book of Allah, and there are no Muslims on the earth 
apart from you and I." So Ibrahim brought her to him, then he stood and prayed. When she 
entered upon the tyrant, he reached for her desirously once he saw her. But he suffered a 
severe seizure. So he said, "Pray to Allah for me and I will not harm you." So she prayed for him 
and it released him. Then he reached for her desirously, but he was stricken similarly before or 
worse. This continued three times, and each time he said the same as he had said the first 
time. Then he called the closest of his guards and said, "You have not brought me a human 
being, you have brought me a devil! Take her out and give her Hajar. So she was taken out and 
given Hajar, and she went back. When Ibrahim realized that she had come back, he finished his 
prayer and turned around. He said, "What happened" She said, "Allah took care of the evil 
disbeliever's plot, and he gave me Hajar as a servant.") Muhammad bin Srin said, "When Abu 
Hurayrah narrated this Hadith, he said, 'This is your mother, sons of the water of the 
heaven.' " 



(64. So they turned to themselves and said: "Verily, you are the wrongdoers.") (65. Then they 
turned to themselves: "Indeed you know well that these speak not!") (66. He said: "Do you then 
worship besides Allah, things that can neither profit you nor harm you") (67. "Fie upon you, and 
upon that which you worship besides Allah! Have you then no sense") 



The People's admission of their gods' incapability, and Ibrahim's 

preaching 



Allah tells usthat when Ibrahim said what he said, his people 



(turned to themselves) meaning, they blamed themselves for not taking precautions and 
protecting their gods. They said: 



(Verily, you are the wrongdoers) i.e., because you neglected them and did not guard them. 



(Then they turned to themselves) means, they looked at the ground, and said: 



(Indeed you (Ibrahim) know well that these speak not!) Qatadah said: "The people admitted 
their guilt and confusion, and said, 



("Indeed you know well that these speak not!") 'So how can you tell us to ask them, if they 
cannot speak and you know that they cannot speak' At this point, when they admitted that, 
Ibrahim said to them: 



(Do you then worship besides Allah, things that can neither profit you nor harm you) meaning, 
if they can- not speak and they can neither benefit you nor harm you, then why do you worship 
them instead of Allah 



(Fie upon you, and upon that which you worship besides Allah! Have you then no sense) ' Do 
you not realize the extent of the mis- guidance and extreme disbelief which you are following, 
which no one could accept but one who is an igno- rant and evil wrong- doer' He defeated them 
in argument and left them with no way out. Allah said: 



e(And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his people) 6:83 



(68. They said: "Burn him and help your gods, if you will be doing.") (69. We said: "0 fire! Be 
you cool and safety for Ibrahim!") (70. And they wanted to harm him, but We made them the 
worst losers.) 



How Ibrahim was thrown into the Fire and how Allah controlled it 

When their arguments were refuted and their incapability became clear, when truth was made 
manifest and falsehood was defeated, they resorted to using their power and strength, and 
said: 



("Burn him and help your gods, if you will be doing.") So they gathered together a huge amount 
of wood. As-Suddi said, "I if a woman was sick, she would make a vow that if she recovered she 
would bring wood to burn Ibrahim. Then they made a hole in the ground and set it aflame, and 
it burned with huge sparks and immense flames. There had never been a fire like it. They put 
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, into a catapult, at the suggestion of a nomadic Kurdish man from 
Persia." Shu' ayb Al-Jaba'i said, "His name was Hayzan, and Allah caused the earth to swallow 
him up, and he will remain sinking into it until the Day of Resurrection. When they threw him 
he said, " Sufficient for me is Allah, and He is the best disposer of affairs.' " This is similar to 
what Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that Ibrahim said, "~ Sufficient for me is Allah, and 
He is the best disposer of affairs," when he was thrown into the fire, and Muhammad said it 
when they said: 



(Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, fear them. But it increased them in 
faith, and they said: "Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs.") 3:173 . 
Sa' id bin Jubayr reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "When Ibrahim was thrown into the fire, the 
keeper (angel) of the rain said: 'When will I be commanded to send rain' But the command of 
Allah was more swift. Allah said: 



(0 fire! Be you cool and safety for Ibrahim!), and there was no fire left on earth that was not 
extinguished." Ibn 'Abbas and Abu AI-' Aliyah said: "Were it not for the fact that Allah said, 



(and safety), Ibrahim would have been harmed by its coldness." Qatadah said: "On that day 
there was no creature that did not try to extinguish the fire for Ibrahim, except for the gecko." 
Az-Zuhri said: "The Prophet commanded that it should be killed, and called it a harmful 
vermin." 



(And they wanted to harm him, but We made them the worst losers.) they were defeated and 
humiliated, because they wanted to plot against the Prophet of Allah, but Allah planned 
against them and saved him from the fire, and thusthey were defeated. 



(71. And We rescued him and Lut to the land which We have blessed for the nations.) (72. And 
We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya' qub Nafilatan. Each one We made righteous.) (73. And 
We made them leaders, guiding by Our command, and We revealed to them the doing of good 
deeds, performing Salah, and the giving of Zakah, and of Us (Alone) they were the 
worshippers.) (74. And (remember) Lut, We gave him wisdom and knowledge, and We saved 
him from the town who practised Al-Khaba'ith. Verily, they were a people given to evil, and 
were rebellious.) (75. And We admitted him to Our mercy; truly, he was of the righteous.) 



The Migration of Ibrahim to Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), accompanied 

by Lut 

Allah tells us that He saved Ibrahim from the fire lit by his people, and brought him out from 
among them, migrating to the land of Ash-Sham, to the sacred regionsthereof. 



(And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya' qub Nafilatan.) 'Ata' and Mujahid said, "Nafilatan 
means as a gift." Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and Al-Hakam bin ' Uyaynah said, "The gift of a son who 
has a son," meaning that Ya' qub was the son of Ishaq, as Allah says: 



(But We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq, and after Ishaq, of Ya' qub) 11:71 . " Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "He asked for one son , and said, 



("My Lord! Grant me from the righteous.") So Allah gave him Ishaq, and gave him Ya' qub in 
addition. 



(Each one We made righteous. ) means, both of them were good and righteous people. 



(And We made them leaders,) means, examples to be followed. 



(guiding by Our command,) inviting to Him by His leave. Allah says: 



(and We revealed to them the doing of good deeds, performing Salah, and the giving of Zakah,) 
Here the general is followed by the specific. 



(and of Us (Alone) they were the worshippers.) means, they did what they enjoined others to 
do. 



The Prophet Lut 

Then Allah mentions Lut, whose full name was Lut bin Haran bin Azar. He believed in Ibrahim 
and followed him, and migrated with him, as Allah says: 



(So Lut believed in him. He (Ibrahim) said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my Lord") 29:26 . 
Allah gave him wisdom and knowledge; He sent Revelation to him, made him a Prophet and 
appointed him to Sadum (Sodom) and its vicinity, but they rejected him and resisted him, so 
Allah utterly destroyed them, as He tells us in several places in His Book. Allah says; 



(and We saved him from the town who practised Al-Khaba'ith. Verily, they were a people given 
to evil, and were rebellious. And We admitted him to Our mercy; truly, he was of the 
righteous.) 



(76. And (remember) Nuh, when he cried (to Us) aforetime. We answered to his invocation and 
saved him and his family from the great distress.) (77. We helped him against the people who 
denied Our Ayat. Verily, they were a people given to evil. So We drowned them all.) 



Nuh and His People 

Allah tells us how He responded to His servant and Messenger Nuh, peace be upon him, when 
he prayed to Him against his people for their disbelief in him: 



(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!") 54:10 



(And Nuh said: "My Lord! Leave not any inhabitant of the disbelievers on the earth! If You leave 
them, they will mislead Your servants, and they will beget none but wicked disbelievers) 
71 : 26-27 . Sa Allah says here, 



(And (remember) Nuh, when he cried (to Us) aforetime. We answered to his invocation and 
saved him and his family) meaning, those who believed with him, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(...and your family -- except him against whom the Word has already gone forth -- and those 
who believe. And none believed with him, except a few) 11: 40 . 



(from the great dis- tress.) meaning, from difficulty, rejection and harm. For he remained 
among them for one thousand years less fifty, calling them to Allah, and no one had believed in 
him except for a few. His people were plotting against him and advising one another century 
after century, generation after generation, to oppose him. 



(We helped him against the people) means, 'We saved him and helped him against the people,' 



(who denied Our Ayat. Verily, they were a people given to evil. So We drowned them all.) 
meaning, Allah drowned them all, and not one of them was left on the face of the earth, as 
their Prophet had prayed would happen to them. 



(78. And (remember) Dawud and Sulayman, when they gave judgement in the case of the field 
in which the sheep of certain people had Nafashat; and We were witness to their judgement.) 
(79. And We made Sulayman to understand (the case); and to each of them We gave wisdom 
(Hukm) and knowledge. And We subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our praises 
along with Dawud. And it was We Who were the doer (of all these things).) (80. And We taught 
him the making of metal coats of mail (for battles), to protect you in your fighting. Are you 
then grateful) (81. And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind strongly raging, running by his 
command towards the land which We had blessed. And of everything We are the All-Knower.) 
(82. And of the Shayatin were some who dived for him, and did other work besides that; and it 
was We Who guarded them.) 



Dawud and Sulayman and the Signs which They were given; the 
Story of the People whose Sheep pastured at Night in the Field 

Abu Ishaq narrated from Murrah from Ibn Mas' ud: "That crop was grapes, bunches of which 
were dangling." This was also the view of Shurayh. Ibn 'Abbas said: "Nafash means grazing." 
Shurayh, Az-Zuhri and Qatadah said: "Nafash only happens at night." Qatadah added, " and Al- 
Haml is grazing during the day." 



(And (remember) Dawud and Sulayman, when they gave judgement in the case of the field in 
which the sheep of certain people had pastured at night;) Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Mas' ud 
said: "Grapes which had grown and their bunches were spoiled by the sheep. Dawud (David) 
ruled that the owner of the grapes should keep the sheep. Sulayman (Solomon) said, ' Not like 
this, O Prophet of Allah!' Dawud said, 'How then' Sulayman said: 'Give the grapes to the 
owner of the sheep and let him tend them until they grow back as they were, and give the 
sheep to the owner of the grapes and let him benefit from them until the grapes have grown 
back as they were. Then the grapes should be given back to their owner, and the sheep should 
be given back to their owner.' This is what Allah said: 



(And We made Sulayman to understand (the case).)" This was also reported by Al-' Awfi from 
Ibn " Abbas. 



(And We made Sulayman to understand (the case); and to each of them We gave wisdom and 
knowledge.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that when lyas bin Mu' awiyah was appointed as a judge, 
Al-Hasan came to him and found lyas weeping. Al-Hasan said, "Why are you weeping" lyas 
said, "0 Abu Sa' id, What I heard about judges among them a judge is he, who studies a case 
and his judgment is wrong, so he will go to Hell; another judge is he who is biased because of 
his own whims and desires, so he will go to Hell; and the other judge he who studies a case and 
gives the right judgement, so he will go to Paradise." Al-Hasan Al-Basari said: "But what Allah 
tells us about Dawud and Sulayman (peace be upon them both) and the Prophets and whatever 
judgements they made proves that what these people said is wrong. Allah says: 



(And (remember) Dawud and Sulayman, when they gave judgement in the case of the field in 
which the sheep of certain people had pastured at night; and We were witness to their 
judgement.) Allah praised Sulayman but He did not condemn Dawud." Then he -- Al-Hasan -- 



said, "Allah enjoins three things upon the judges: not to sell thereby for some miserable price; 
not to follow their own whims and desires; and not to fear anyone concerning their 
judgements. "Then he recited: 



(0 Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between men 
in truth and follow not your desire -- for it will mislead you from the path of Allah.) 38:26 



(Therefore fear not men but fear Me) 5:44 



(and sell not My Ayat for a miserable price.) 5:44 I say: with regard to the Prophets (peace be 
upon them all), all of them were infallible and supported by Allah. With regard to others, it is 
recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari from ' Amir bin AI-' As that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(If the judge does his best, studies the case and reaches the right conclusion, he will have two 
rewards. If he does his best, studies the case and reaches the wrong conclusion, he will have 
one reward.) ThisHadith refutes the idea of lyas, who thought that if he did his best, studied 
the case and reached the wrong conclusion, he would go to Hell. And Allah knows best. Smilar 
to story in the Qur'an is the report recorded by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad from Abu Hurayrah, 
who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(There were two women who each had a son. The wolf came and took one of the children, and 
they referred their dispute to Dawud. He ruled that the (remaining) child belonged to the older 
woman. They left, then Sulayman called them and said, "Give me a sword and I will divide him 
between the two of you." The younger woman said, "May Allah have mercy on you! He is her 
child, do not cut him up!" So he ruled that the child belonged to the younger woman). This was 
also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in their Sahihs. An-Nasa'i also devoted a chapter to this 
in the Book of Judgements. 



(And We subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our praises along with Dawud.) This 
refers to the beauty of his voice when he recited his Book, Az-Zabur. When he recited it in a 
beautiful manner, the birds would stop and hover in the air, and would repeat after him, and 
the mountains would respond and echo his words. The Prophet passed by Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari 
while he was reciting Qur'an at night, and he had a very beautiful voice, he stopped and 
listened to his recitation, and said: 



« » 

(This man has been given one of the wind instruments (nice voices) of the family of Dawud.) He 
said: "0 Messenger of Allah, if I had known that you were listening, I would have done my best 
for you." 



(And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail, to protect you in your fighting.) 
meaning, the manufacture of chain-armor. Qatadah said that before that, they used to wear 
plated armor; he wasthe first one to make rings of chain-armor. This is like the Ayah: 



(And We made the iron soft for him. Saying: "Make you perfect coats of mail, and balance well 
the rings of chain armor.") 34:10-11 , meaning, do not make the pegs so loose that the rings 
(of chain mail) will shake, or make it so tight that they will not be able to move at all. Allah 
says: 



(to protect you in your fighting.) meaning, in your battles. 



(Are you then grateful) means, 'Allah blessed you when He inspired His servant Dawud and 
taught him that for your sake.' 



The Power of Sulayman is unparalleled 



(And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind strongly raging,) means, 'We subjugated the strong 
wind to Sulayman.' 



(running by his command towards the land which We had blessed.) meaning, the land of Ash- 
Sham (Greater Syria). 



(And of everything We are the All-Knower.) He had a mat made of wood on which he would 
place all the equipment of his kingship; horses, camels, tents and troops, then he would 
command the wind to carry it, and he would go underneath it and it would carry him aloft, 
shading him and protecting him from the heat, until it reached wherever he wanted to go in 
the land. Then it would come down and deposit his equipment and entourage. Allah says: 



(So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order whithersoever he willed.) 
38:36 



(its morning was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's) 34:12 



(And of the Shayatin were some who dived for him,) means, they dived into the water to 
retrieve pearls, jewels, etc., for him. 



(and did other work besidesthat;) This is like the Ayah: 



(And also the Shayatin, every kind of builder and diver. And also others bound in fetters.) 
38:37-38 . 



(and it was We Who guarded them.) means, Allah protected him lest any of these Shayatin did 
him any harm. All of them were subject to hiscontrol and domination, and none of them would 
have dared to approach him. He was in charge of them and if he wanted, he could set free or 
detain whomever among them he wished. Allah says: 



(And also others bound in fetters.) 38:38 



(83. And (remember) Ayyub, when he cried to his Lord: "Verily, distress has seized me, and You 
are the Most Merciful of all those who show mercy.") (84. So We answered his call, and We 
removed the distress that was on him, and We restored his family to him, and the like thereof 
along with them as a mercy from Ourselves and a Reminder for all those who worship Us.) 



The Prophet Ayyub Allah tells us about Ayyub (Job), and the trials 
that struck him, affecting his wealth, children and physical health. 

He had plenty of livestock, cattle and crops, many children and beautiful houses, and he was 
tested in these things, losing every thing he had. Then he was tested with regard to his body, 
and he was left alone on the edge of the city and there was no one who treated him with 
compassion apart from his wife, who took care of him. It was said that it reached the stage 
where she was in need, so she started to serve people (to earn money) for his sake. The 
Prophet said: 

» 

« 

(The people who are tested the most severely are the Prophets, then the righteous, then the 
next best and the next best). According to another Hadith: 

» 

« 

(A man will be tested according to his level of religious commitment; the stronger his religious 
commitment, the more severe will be his test.) The Prophet of Allah, Ayyub, upon him be 
peace, had the utmost patience, and he is the best example of that. Yazid bin Maysarah said: 
"When Allah tested Ayyub, upon him be peace, with the loss of his family, wealth and children, 
and he had nothing left, he started to focus upon the remembrance of Allah, and he said: ' I 
praise You, the Lord of lords, Who bestowed His kindness upon me and gave me wealth and 
children, and there was no corner of my heart that was not filled with attachment to these 
worldly things, then You took all of that away from me and You emptied my heart, and there is 
nothing to stand between me and You. If my enemy Iblis knew of this, he would be jealous of 
me. ' When Iblis heard of this, he became upset. And Ayyub, upon him be peace, said: ' Lord, 
You gave me wealth and children, and there was no one standing at my door complaining of 
some wrong I had done to him. You know that. I used to have a bed prepared for me, but I 
forsook it and said to myself: You were not created to lie on a comfortable bed. I only forsook 
that for Your sake."' This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(When Allah healed Ayyub, He sent upon him a shower of golden locusts, and he started to pick 
them up and gather them in his garment. It was said to him, "O Ayyub, have you not had 
enough" He said, "0 Lord, who can ever have enough of Your mercy) The basis of this Hadith is 
recorded in the Two Sahihs, as we shall see below. 



(and We restored his family to him (that he had lost) and the like thereof along with them) It 
was reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "They themselves were restored to him." This was also 
narrated by AI-'Awfi from Ibn 'Abbas. Something similar was also narrated from Ibn Mas' ud 
and Mujahid, and this was the view of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. Mujahid said: "It was said to him, 
'0 Ayyub, your family will be with you in Paradise; if you want, We will bring them back to 
you, or if you want, We will leave them for you in Paradise and will compensate you with 
others like them.' He said, ' No, leave them for me in Paradise.' So they were left for him in 
Paradise, and he was compensated with others like them in thisworld." 



(as a mercy from Ourselves) means, ' We did that to him as a mercy from Allah towards him.' 



(and a Reminder for all those who worship Us.) means, 'We made him an example lest those 
who are beset by trials think that We do that to them because We do not care for them, so that 
they may take him as an example of patience in accepting the decrees of Allah and bearing the 
trials with which He tests His servants as He wills.' And Allah has the utmost wisdom with 
regard to that. 



(85. And (remember) Isma'il, Idris and Dhul-Kifl: All were from among the patient.) (86. And 
We admitted them to Our mercy. Verily, they were of the righteous.) Isma' il, Idris and Dhul- 
Kifl Isma'il was the son of Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon them both. He has already been 
mentioned in Surah Maryam, where mention was also made of Idris. From the context and the 
fact that Dhul-Kifl is mentioned alongside Prophets, it appears that he was also a Prophet. 
Others say that he was a righteous man, a just king and a fair judge. Ibn Jarir refrained from 
making any decisive comment. And Allah knows best. 



(87. And (remember) Dhun-Nun, when he went off in anger, and imagined that We shall not 
punish him! But he cried through the darknesses (Zulumat) (saying): "There is no God but You, 
Glorified be You! Truly, I have been of the Zalimin wrongdoers.") (88. So We answered his call, 
and delivered him from the distress. And thus We do deliver the believers.) 

Yunus 

This story is mentioned here, and in Surat As-Saffat and Surah Nun. Yunus bin Matt a, upon him 
be peace, was sent by Allah to the people of Nineveh, which was a town in the area of Mawsil 
in northern Iraq . He called them to Allah, but they rejected him and persisted in their 
disbelief. So he left them in anger, threatening them with punishment after three days . When 
they realized that he was telling the truth and that a Prophet never lies, they went out to the 
desert with their children and cattle and flocks. They separated the mothers from their 
children, then they beseeched Allah and pleaded to Him, with the camels and their young 
groaning, the cows and their calves mooing, and the sheep and their lambs bleating, so Allah 
spared them from the punishment. Allah says: 



(Was there any town that believed (after seeing the punishment), and its faith saved it Except 
the people of Yunus; when they believed, We removed from them the torment of disgrace in 
the life of the world, and permitted them to enjoy for a while) 10:98 . Yunus, meanwhile, 
went and traveled with some people on a ship, which was tossed about on the sea. The people 
were afraid that they would drown, so they cast lots to choose a man whom they would throw 
overboard. The lot fell to Yunus, but they refused to throw him overboard. This happened a 
second and a third time. Allah says: 



(Then he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers.) 37:141 meaning, the draw went 
against him, so Yunus stood up, removed his garment and cast himself into the sea. Then Allah 
sent from the Green Sea -- according to what Ibn Mas' ud said -- a large fish which cleaved the 
oceans until it came and swallowed Yunus when he threw himself into the sea. Allah inspired 



that large fish not to devour his flesh or break his bones, (as if He said) Yunus is not food for 
you, rather your belly is a prison for him. 



(And (remember) Dhun-Nun,) Here Nun refers to the fish; it is correct for it to be attributed to 
him here. 



(when he went off in anger,) Ad-Dahhak said: "Anger towards his people. 



(and imagined that We shall not punish him!) meaning, constrict him in the belly of the fish. 
Something similar to this was reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others. This 
wasthe view favored by Ibn Jarir, and he quoted as evidence for that the Ayah: 



(and the man whose resources are restricted, let him spend according to what Allah has given 
him. Allah puts no burden on any person beyond what He has given him. Allah will grant after 
hardship, ease) 65:7 . 



(But he cried through the depths of darkness (saying): "There is no God but You, Glorified be 
You! Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.") Ibn Mas' ud said regarding the 'depths of 
darkness': "The darkness of the belly of the fish, the darkness of the sea and the darkness of 
the night." This was also narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, 'Amr bin Maymun, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Muhammad bin Ka' b, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah. Salim bin Abu Al-Ja'd said: "The 
darkness of the fish in the belly of another fish in the darkness of the sea." Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 
" Abbas and others said: "This was because the fish took him through the sea, cleaving it until it 
reached the bottom of the sea. Yunus heard the rocks at the bottom of the sea uttering 
glorification of Allah, at which point he said: 



(There is no God but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers)" ' Awf Al- 
A' rabi said: "When Yunus found himself in the belly of the fish, he thought that he had died. 
Then he moved his legs. When he moved his legs, he prostrated where he was, then he called 
out: '0 Lord, I have taken a place of worship to You in a place which no other person has 
reached."' 



(So 'We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress.) means, 'We brought him forth 
from the belly of the fish and from that darkness.' 



(And thus We do deliver the believers.) means, when they are in difficulty and they call upon 
Us and repent to Us, especially if they call upon Us with these words at the time of distress. 
The leader of the Prophets encouraged us to call upon Allah with these words. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "I passed by ' Uthman 
bin ' Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, in the Masjid, and greeted him. He stared at me 
but did not return my Salam. I went to ' Umar bin Al-Khattab and said: ' Commander of the 
faithful, has something happened in Islam' I said that twice. He said, 'No, why do you ask' I 
said, ' I passed by ' Uthman a short while ago in the Masjid and greeted him, and he stared at 
me but he did not return my Salam.' ' Umar sent for ' Uthman and asked him, ' Why did you not 
return your brother's Salam' He said, 'That is not true.' Sa'd said, 'Yes it is.' It reached the 
point where they both swore oaths. Then ' Uthman remembered and said, ' Yes, you are right, I 
seek the forgiveness of Allah and I repent to Him. You passed by me a short while ago but I was 
preoccupied with thoughts of something I had heard from the Messenger of Allah , which I 
never think of but a veil comes down over my eyes and my heart.' Sa' d said: ' And I will tell you 
what it was. The Messenger of Allah told us the first part of the supplication then a bedouin 
came and kept him busy, then the Messenger of Allah got up and I followed him. When I felt 
worried that he would enter his house, I stamped my feet. I turned to the Messenger of Allah , 
who said, 



« » 

(Who is this Abu Ishaq) I said, "Yes, Messenger of Allah." He said, 

« » 

(What is the matter) I said, "Nothing, by Allah, except that you told us the first part of the 
supplication, then this bedouin came and kept you busy." He said, 



» 



(Yes, the supplicaiton of Dhun-Nun when he was in the belly of the fish: 



(There is no God but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.) 



« 

No Muslim ever prays to his Lord with these words for anything, but He will answer his prayer.)" 
It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah. Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Sa' d said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Whoever offers supplication in the words of the supplication of Yunus, will be answered.) Abu 
Sa' id said: "He was referring to: 



(And thus We do deliver the believers.)" 



(89. And (remember) Zakariyya, when he cried to his Lord: "0 My Lord! Leave me not single 
(childless), though You are the Best of the inheritors.") (90. So We answered his call, and We 
bestowed upon him Yahya, and cured his wife for him. Verily, they used to hasten on to do 
good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and they were KhashT in before 
Us.) 

Zakariyya and Yahya 



Allah tells us of His servant Zakariyya, who asked Allah to grant him a son who would be a 
Prophet after him. The story has already been given in detail at the beginning of Surah Maryam 
and also in Surah ' Imran. Here an abbreviated version is given. 



(when he cried to his Lord) means, in secret, hiding it from his people. 



(0 My Lord! Leave me not single,) means, with no child and no heir to stand among the people 
after me. 



(though You are the Best of the inheritors.) This is a supplication and form of praise befitting 
the topic. Allah says: 



(So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya, and cured his wife for him.) Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "She was barren and never had a child, then she 
gave birth." 



(Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds,) means, acts of worship and acts of 
obedience towards Allah. 



(and they used to call on Us with hope and fear,) Ath-Thawri said, "Hoping for that (reward) 
which is with Us and fearing that (punishment) which is with Us." 



(and they were KhashT in before Us.) " AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that this 
means, sincerely believing in that which was revealed by Allah. Mujahid said: "Truly believing." 
Abu Al-' Aliyah said: "Fearing." Abu Snan said: "Khushu' means the fear which should never 
leave our hearts." It was also reported from Mujahid that the KhashTin are those who are 



humble." Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said, "The KhashTin are those who humble 
themselves before Allah." All of these suggestions are close in meaning. 



(91. And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her through Our Ruh, and We made 
her and her son a sign for nations.) 



' Isa and Maryam the True Believer 

Here Allah mentions the story of Maryam and her son ' Isa, just after mentioning Zakariyya and 
his son Yahya, may peace be upon them all. He mentions the story of Zakariyya first, followed 
by the story of Maryam because the one is connected to the other. The former is the story of a 
child being born to an old man of advanced years, from an old woman who had been barren 
and had never given birth when she was younger. Then Allah mentions the story of Maryam 
which is even more wondrous, for in this case a child was born from a female without (the 
involvement of) a male. These stories also appear in Surah Al " Imran and in Surah Maryam. 
Here Allah mentions the story of Zakariyya and follows it with the story of Maryam, where He 
says: 



(And she who guarded her chastity,) means, Maryam (peace be upon her). This is like the Ayah 
in Surah At-Tahrim: 



(And Maryam, the daughter of ' Imran who guarded her chastity. And We breathed into it her 
garment through Our Ruh) 66:12 . 



(and We made her and her son a sign for the nations. ) means, evidence that Allah is able to do 
all things and that He creates whatever He wills; verily, His command, when He intends a 
thing, is only that He saysto it, "Be" -- and it is! This is like the Ayah: 



(And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind) 19:21 



(92. Truly, this, your Ummah is one, and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me.) (93. But they 
have broken up and differed in their religion among themselves. (And) they all shall return to 
Us.) (94. 3d whoever does righteous good deeds while he is a believer, his efforts will not be 
rejected. Verily, We record it for him (in his Book of deeds).) 



Mankind is One Ummah 



(Truly, this, your Ummah is one,) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "Your religion is one religion." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "In this 
Ayah, Allah explains to them what they should avoid and what they should do." Then He said: 



(Truly, this, your Ummah is one religion,) "Meaning, your path is one path. Certainly this is your 
SharT ah (Divine Law) which I have clearly explained you." 3d Allah says: 



(and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me.) This is like the Ayah: 



(0 (you) Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat (good things) and do righteous deeds.) Until His 
saying, 



(And I am your Lord, so have Taqwa of Me.) 23:51-52 The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(We Prophets are brothers from different mothers and our religion is one.) What is meant here 
is that they all worshipped Allah Alone with no partner or associate, although the Laws of each 
Messenger may have differed, as Allah says: 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a Law and a clear way) 5:48 



(But they have broken up and differed in their religion among themselves.) meaning, the 
nations were divided over their Messengers; some of them believed in them and some rejected 
them. Allah says: 



((And) they all shall return to Us.) meaning, ' on the Day of Resurrection, when We will requite 
each person according to his deeds. If they are good, then he will be rewarded and if they are 
evil then he will be punished.' Allah says: 



(So whoever does righteous good deeds while he is a believer,) meaning, his heart believes and 
his deeds are righteous. 



(his effort swill not be rejected. ) This is like the Ayah: 



(certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who does his deeds in the most perfect 
manner to be lost.) 18:30 which means, his efforts will not be wasted; they will be 
appreciated and not even a speck of dust's weight of injustice will be done. Allah says: 



(Verily, We record it for him.) means, all his deeds are recorded and nothing of them at all is 
lost. 



(95. And a ban is laid on every town which We have destroyed that they shall not return.) (96. 
Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj (Gog and Magog people) are let loose, and they swoop down from 
every Hadab.) (97. And the true promise shall draw near. Then, you shall see the eyes of the 
disbelievers fixedly staring in horror. (They will say:) "Woe to us! We were indeed heedless of 
this -- nay, but we were wrongdoers.") 



Those who have been destroyed, will never return to this World. 



(And a ban is laid on every town) Ibn 'Abbas said, "it is enforced", i.e., it has been decreed 
that the people of each township that has been destroyed will never return to this world before 
the Day of Resurrection, as is reported clearly through other narrations from Ibn 'Abbas, Abu 
Ja' far Al-Baqir, Qatadah and others. 

Ya'juj and Ma'juj 



(Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj are let loose,) We have already mentioned that they are from 
the progeny of Adam, upon him be peace; they are also descents of Nuh through his son Yafith 
(Japheth), who was the father of the Turks, Turk referring to the group of them who were left 
behind the barrier which was built by Dhul-Qarnayn. Allah says: 



(This is a mercy from my Lord, but when the promise of my Lord comes, He shall level it down 
to the ground. And the promise of my Lord is ever true. And on that Day, We shall leave them 
to surge like waves on one another...) 18:98-99 . And in this Ayah, Allah says: 



(Until, when Ya' juj and Ma' juj are let loose, and they swoop down from every Hadab.) 
meaning, they will come forth quickly to spread corruption. A Hadab is a raised portion of land. 
This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Ath-Thawri and others. This is how their 
emergence is described, as if the listener can see it. 



(And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.) 35:14 . This is information given by 
the One Who knows what has happened and what is yet to come, the One Who knows the 
unseen in the heavens and on earth. There is no god except Him. Ibn Jarir narrated that 
' Ubaydullah bin Abi Yazid said, "Ibn ' Abbas saw some young boys playing and pouncing on one 
another, and said, this is how Ya'juj and Ma'juj will emerge." Their emergence has been 
described in numerous Hadiths of the Prophet . The First Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said: "I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 

(Ya'juj and Ma'juj will be let loose and will emerge upon mankind, as Allah says: (and they 
swoop down from every Hadab.) They will overwhelm the people, and the Muslims will retreat 
to their cities and strongholds, bringing their flocks with them. They Ya'juj and Ma'juj will 
drink all the water of the land until some of them will pass a river and drink it dry, then those 
who come after them will pass by that place and will say, "There used to be water here once." 
Then there will be no one left except those who are in their strongholds and cities. Then one of 
them will say, "We have defeated the people of the earth; now the people of heaven are left." 
One of them will shake his spear and hurl it into the sky, and it will come back stained with 
blood, as a test and a trial for them. While this is happening, Allah will send a worm in their 
necks, like the worm that is found in date-stones or in the nostrils of sheep, and they will die 
and their clamor will cease. Then the Muslims will say, "Who will volunteer to find out what the 
enemy is doing" One of them will step forward and volunteer, knowing that he will likely be 
killed. He will go down and will find them dead, lying on top of one another. Then he will call 
out, "0 Muslims! Rejoice that Allah has sufficed you against your enemy!" Then they will come 
out of their cities and strongholds, and will let their flocks out to graze, but they will have 
nothing to graze upon except the flesh of these people (Ya'juj and Ma'juj), but it will fill them 
better than any vegetation they have ever eaten before.) It was also recorded by Ibn Majah. 
The Second Hadith Imam Ahmad also recorded from An-Nawwas bin Sarrf an Al-Kilabi that the 
Messenger of Allah mentioned the Dajjal one morning. "Sometimes he described him as 
insignificant and sometimes he described him as so significant that we felt as if he were in the 
cluster of palm trees. He said: 



» 



« 

(There are other things that I fear for you more than the Dajjal. If he emerges while I am 
among you, I will deal with him for you. If he emerges when I am not among you, then each 
man will have to deal with him for himself, and Allah will take care of each Muslim on my 
behalf. He (the Dajjal) will be a young man with short, curly hair and a floating eye. He will 



emerge in a place between Syria and Iraq and will spread mischief right and left. servants of 
Allah, be steadfast!) We said, " Messenger of Allah, how long will he remain on earth' He said, 



» 



« 



(Forty days: one day like a year, one day like a month, one day like a week, and the rest of the 
days like your days.) We said, " Messenger of Allah, on that day which will be like a year, will 
the prayers of one day and one night be sufficient' He said, 

« » 

(No, but you will have to compute it according to its due proportion (and pray accordingly).) 
We said, ' Messenger of Allah, how fast will he move across the land' He said, 

« » 

(Like a cloud driven by the wind.) He said, 



» 



(He will come to a people and call them to his way and they will respond to him. He will issue 
a command to the sky and it will rain, and to the earth and it will bring forth vegetation, then 
their livestock will come to them in the evening with their humps very high and their udders 
full of milk and their flanks wide and fat. Then he will come to another people and call them 
to his way and they will refuse, and their wealth will leave with him, and they will be faced 
with drought, with none of their wealth left. Then he will walk through the wasteland and will 
say to it, "Bring forth your treasure," and its treasure will come forth like a swarm of bees. 
Then he will issue commands that a man be killed, and he will strike him with a sword and cut 
him into two pieces, and (put these pieces as far apart) as the distance between an archer and 
his target. Then he will call him, and the man will come to him with his face shining. At that 
point Allah will send the Messiah ' Isa bin Maryam, who will come down to the white minaret in 
the eastern side of Damascus, wearing two garments lightly dyed with saffron and with his 
hands resting on the wings of two angels. He will search for him (the Dajjal) until he catches up 
with him at the eastern gate of Ludd, where he will kill him. Then Allah will reveal to ' Isa ibn 
Maryam the words: "I have brought forth from amongst My creatures people against whom none 
will be able to fight. Take My servants safely to the Mount (Tur)." Then Allah will send Ya'juj 
and Ma'juj, as Allah says: (and they swoop down from every Hadab.)) 



« 



C Isa and his companions will beseech Allah, and Allah will send against them insects which will 
attack their necks, and in the morning they will all perish as one. Then ' Isa and his companions 
will come down and they will not find a single spot on earth that is free from their putrefaction 
and stench. Then " Isa and his companions will again beseech Allah, and He will send birds with 
necks like those of Bactrian camels, and they will carry them and throw them wherever Allah 
wills.) Ibn Jabir said: "" Ata' bin Yazid As-Saksaki told me, from Ka' b or someone else: 'They 
will throw them into Al-Mahbal.' Ibn Jabir said: "I said, ' Abu Yazid, and where is Al-Mahbal" 
He said, "In the east (where the sun rises)." He said: 



» 



« 

(Then Allah will send rain which no house of clay or (tent of) camel's hair will be able to keep 
out, for forty days, and the earth will be washed until it looks like a mirror. Then it will be said 
to the earth: bring forth your fruit and restore your blessing. On that day a group of people will 
be able to eat from one pomegranate and seek shade under its skin, and everything will be 
blessed. A milch-camel will give so much milk that it will be sufficient for a whole group of 
people, and a milch-cow will give so much milk that it will be sufficient for a whole clan, and a 
sheep will be sufficient for an entire household. At that time Allah will send a pleasant wind 
which will reach beneath their armpits and will take the soul of every Muslim - or every 
believer -- and there will be left only the most evil of people who will commit fornication like 
mules, and then the Hour will come upon them.)" This was also recorded by Muslim but not by 
Al-Bukhari. It was also recorded by the Sunan compilers, with different chains of narrators. At- 
Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." The Third Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn Harmalah, 
from his maternal aunt who said: "The Messenger of Allah gave a Khutbah, and he had a 
bandage on his finger where he had been stung by a scorpion. He said: 

: » 



« 



(You say that you have no enemy, but you will keep fighting your enemies until Ya'juj and 
Ma'juj come, with their wide faces, small eyes and reddish hair, pouring down from every 
mound with their faces looking like burnished shields.)" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a Hadith of 
Muhammad bin ' Amr from Khalid bin " Abdullah bin Harmalah Al-Mudlaji, from his paternal 
aunt, from the Prophet , and he mentioned something similar. It wasconfimred by Hadithsthat 
" Isa bin Maryam will perform Hajj to the Al-Bayt Al - " At i q (i.e., the Kabbah). Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Abu Sa' id said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(He will certainly come to this House and perform Hajj and ' Umrah, after the emergence of 
Ya'juj and Ma'juj.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. 



(And the true promise (Day of Resurrection) shall draw near.) the Day of Resurrection, when 
these terrors and earthquakes and this chaos will come to pass. The Hour has drawn nigh and 
when it comesto pass, the disbelievers will say: "This is a difficult Day." Allah says: 



(Then, you shall see the eyes of the disbelievers fixedly staring in horror.) because of the 
horror of the tremendous eventsthat they are witnessing. 



(Woe to us!) means, they will say, " Woe to us!' 



(We were indeed heedless of this) means, in the world. 



(nay, but we were wrongdoers.) they will admit their wrong- doing at the time when that will 
not help them at all. 



(98. Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel (Hasab) 
for Hell! (Surely) you will enter it.) (99. Had these been gods, they would not have entered 
there (Hell), and all of them will abide therein forever.) (100. Therein they will be breathing 
out with deep sighs and roaring and therein they will hear not.) (101. Verily, those for whom 
the good has preceded from Us, they will be removed far therefrom (Hell).) (102. They shall 
not hear the slightest sound of it (Hell), while they abide in that which their own selves 
desire.) (103. The greatest terror will not grieve them, and the angels will meet them, (with 
the greeting:) "This is your Day which you were promised.") 



The Idolators and their gods are Fuel for Hell 

Allah says to the people of Makkah, the idolators of the Quraysh and those who followed their 
religion of idol worship: 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for 
Hell!). Ibn * Abbas said: "Kindling." This is like the Ayah: 



(whose fuel is men and stones) 66:6 . According to another report, Ibn 'Abbas said: 



(Hasab for Hell) means firewood in (the dialect of the people of) Zanjiyyah. Mujahid, ' Ikrimah 
and Qatadah said: "Its fuel." Ad-Dahhak said: "The fuel of Hell means that which is thrown into 
it." This was also the view of others. 



((Surely) you will enter it.) means, you will go into it. 



(Had these been gods, they would not have entered there,) means, if these idols and false gods 
which you worshipped instead of Allah, had really been gods, they would not have entered the 
Hellfire. 



(and all of them will abide therein forever.) means, the worshippers and the objects of their 
worship will all abide therein forever. 



(Therein they will be breathing out with deep sighs and roaring) This is like the Ayah: 



(they will have (in the Fire), Zafir and Shahiq) 11:106 . Zafir refers to their exhalation, and 
Shahiq refers to their inhalation. 



(and therein they will hear not.) 

The State of the Blessed 



(Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us,) ' Ikrimah said, "Mercy." Others said it 
means being blessed. 



(they will be removed far therefrom.) When Allah mentions the people of Hell and their 
punishment for their associating others in worship with Allah, He follows that with a 
description of the blessed who believed in Allah and His Messengers. These are the ones for 
whom the blessing has preceded from Allah, and they did righteous deeds in the world, as Allah 
says: 



(For those who have done good is the best reward and even more) 10:26 



(Is there any reward for good other than good) 55:60 Just as they did good in this world, Allah 
will make their final destiny and their reward good; He will save them from punishment and 
give them a great reward. 



(they will be removed far therefrom. They shall not hear the slightest sound of it,) means, they 
will not feel its heat in their bodies. 



(while they abide in that which their own selves desire.) means, they will be safe from that 
which they fear, and they will have all that they love and desire. It was said that this was 
revealed to point out an exception in the case of those who are worshipped instead of Allah, 
and to exclude ' Uzayr and the Messiah from their number. Hajjaj bin Muhammad Al-A' war 
reported from Ibn Jurayj , and " Uthman bin ' Ata' reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
Hasab for Hell! (Surely) you will enter it.) Then He made an exception and said: 



(Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us.) It was said that this referred to the 
angels and ' Isa, and others who are worshipped instead of Allah. This was the view of 
Mkrimah, Al-Hasan and Ibn Jurayj. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said in his book of Srah: 
"According to what I have heard, the Messenger of Allah sat down one day with Al-Walid bin Al- 
Mughirah in the Masjid, and An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came and sat down with them. There were 
also other men of Quraysh in the Masjid. The Messenger of Allah spoke, then An-Nadr bin Al- 
Harith came up to him and the Messenger of Allah spoke to him until he defeated him in 
argument. Then he recited to him and to them, 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for Hell! 
(Surely) you will enter it.) Until His Statement, 



(and therein they will hear not.) Then the Messenger of Allah got up and went to sit with 
' Abdullah bin Al-Zab' ari As-Sahmi. Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah said to 'Abdullah bin Al-Zab'ari, 
"By Allah, An-Nadr bin Al-Harith could not match the son of ' Abd Al-Muttalib in argument. 
Muhammad claims that we and these gods that we worship are fuel for Hell." 'Abdullah bin Az- 
Zab' ari said: "By Allah, if I meet with him I will defeat him in argument. Ask Muhammad 
whether everyone that is worshipped instead of Allah will be in Hell with those who worshipped 
him, for we worship the angels, and the Jews worship ' Uzayr, and the Christians worship Al- 
Masih, ' Isa bin Maryam." Al-Walid and those who were sitting with him were amazed at what 
'Abdullah bin Az-Zab' ari said, and they thought that he had come up with a good point. He 
said thisto the Messenger of Allah , who said: 

» 



« 



(Everyone who likes to be worshipped instead of Allah will be with the ones who worshipped 
him, for indeed they are worshipping the Shaytan and whoever told them to worship him.) 
Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us, they will be removed far therefrom 
(Hell). They shall not hear the slightest sound of it (Hell), while they abide in that which their 
own selves desire.) It was revealed about the mention of ' Isa, ' Uzayr and rabbis and monks 
who were also worshipped, who had spent their lives in devotion towards Allah, but the 
misguided people who came after them took them as lords instead of Allah. Concerning the 
notion of worshipping the angels as daughters of Allah, the following words were revealed: 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious has begotten children. " Glory to Him! They are but honored 
slaves). Until His saying, 



(And if any of them should say: "Verily, I am a god besides Him," such a one We should 
recompense with Hell. Thus We recompense the wrongdoers.) 21:26-29 . Concerning * Isa bin 
Maryam, the fact that he is worshipped alongside Allah, and the amazement of Al-Walid and 
the others who were present at the argument of ' Abdullah bin Az-Zab'ari , the following words 
were revealed: 



(And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, behold, your people cry aloud (laugh 
out at the example). And say: "Are our gods better or is he" They quoted not the above 
example except for argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome people. He was not more than 
a slave. We granted Our favor to him, and We made him an example for the Children of Israel. 
And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace you on the earth. And he shall 
be a known sign for the Hour. Therefore have no doubt concerning it.) 43:57-61 meaning, the 
miracles and signs that happened at his hands, such as raising the dead and healing the sick, 
are sufficient as signs of the approach of the Hour, 



(Therefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me (Allah)! This is the straight path) 
43:63 ." What Ibn Az-Zab' ari said was a serious mistake, because the Ayah was addressed to 



the people of Makkah concerning their worship of idols which were inanimate and could not 
think. It was a rebuke for their worship of them, so Allah said: 



(Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) 
Hasab for Hell!) How could this be applied to Al-Masih, " Uzayr and others who did righteous 
deeds and did not accept the worship of those who worshipped them 



(The greatest terror will not grieve them,) It was said that this means death, as was narrated 
by ' Abdur-Razzaq from Yahya bin Rabr ah from ' Ata.' Or it was said that the greatest terror 
refers to the blast of the Trumpet, as AI-'Awfi said narrating from Ibn " Abbas and Abu Snan, 
Sa' id bin Snan Ash-Shaybani. Thiswasthe view favored by Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir. 



(and the angels will meet them, (with the greeting:) "This is your Day which you were 
promised".) meaning, the angels will greet them on the Day of Resurrection when they emerge 
from their graves with the words: 



("This isyour Day which you were promised".) meaning, hope for the best. 



(104. And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the heaven like a Sjill for books. As We 
began the first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall 
do it.) 

The Heavens will be rolled up on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah says: this will happen on the Day of Resurrection: 



(And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the heaven like a Sjill for books.) This is like 
the Ayah: 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection 
the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His 
Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as partners with 
Him!) 39:67 Al-Bukhari recorded that NafT reported from Ibn " Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will seize the earth and the heavens will be in His Right 
Hand.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him. 



(like a Sjill rolled up for books.) What is meant by Sjill is book. As-Sjddi said concerning this 
Ayah: "As-Sjill is an angel who is entrusted with the records; when a person dies, his Book (of 
deeds) istaken up to As-Sjill, and he rolls it up and puts it away until the Day of Resurrection." 
But the correct view as narrated from Ibn 'Abbas is that As-Sjill refers to the record (of 
deeds). This was also reported from him by Al i bin Abi Talhah and AI-'Awfi. This was also 
stated by Mujahid, Qatadah and others. This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, because this 
usage is well-known in the (Arabic) language. Based on the above, the meaning is: the Day 
when the heaven will be rolled up like a scroll. This is like the Ayah: 



(Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the will of Allah), and he had laid him 
prostrate on his forehead.) 37:103 There are many more linguistic examples in this respect. 
Allah knows best. 



(As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We 
shall do it.) means, this will inevitably come to pass on the Day when Allah creates His creation 
anew. As He created them in the first place, He is surely able to re-create them. This must 
inevitably come to pass because it is one of the things that Allah has promised, and He does not 
break His promise. He is able to do that. Because He says: 



(Truly, We shall do it.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: "The Messenger of Allah 
stood among us exhorting us, and said: 

» 



« 



(You will be gathered before Allah barefoot, naked and uncircumcised. As We began the first 
creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall do it.) And he 
mentioned the entire Hadith. It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs, and Al-Bukhari mentioned 
it in hisTafsir of this Ayah. 



(105. And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr that My righteous servants shall 
inherit the land.) (106. Verily, in this there is a plain Message for people who worship Allah.) 
(107. And We have sent you (0 Muhammad ) not but as a mercy for the ' Alamin.) 



The Earth will be inherited by the Righteous 

Allah tells us of His decree for His righteous servants who are the blessed in this world and in 
the Hereafter, those who will inherit the earth in this world and in the Hereafter. As Allah says: 



(Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His servants; and the 
(blessed) end is for those who have Taqwa.) 7:128 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.) 40:51 



(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession in the land, as He granted it to those before them, and that He 
will grant them the authority to practise their religion which He has chosen for them) 24:55 . 
Allah tells us that this is recorded in the Books of Divine Laws and Decrees, and that it will 
inevitably come to pass. Allah says: 



(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr) Al-A' mash said: "I asked Sa' id bin 
Jubayr about the Ayah: 



(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr). He said: 'Az-Zabur means the 
Tawrah, the Injil and the Qur'an.'" Mujahid said, "Az-Zabur means the Book." Ibn " Abbas, Ash- 
Sha' bi, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others said, "Az-Zabur isthat which was revealed to Dawud, and 
Adh-Dhikr is the Tawrah." Mujahid said: "Az-Zabur means the Books which came after Adh- 
Dhikr, and Adh-Dhikr is the Mother of the Book (Umm Al-Kitab) which is with Allah." This was 
also the view of Zayd bin Aslam: "It is the First Book." Ath-Thawri said: "It is Al-Lawh Al- 
Mahfuz." 



(that My righteous servants shall inherit the land.) Mujahid said, narrating from Ibn 'Abbas, 
"This means, the land of Paradise." This was also the view of Abu " Aliyah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Ash-Sha' bi, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Abu Salih, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Ath-Thawri (may Allah 
have mercy on them). 



(Verily, in this (the Qur'an) there is a plain Message for people who worship Allah.) means, ' in 
this Qur'an which We have revealed to Our servant Muhammad , there is a plain Message which 
is beneficial and is sufficient for a people who worship Allah.' This refers to those who worship 
Allah in the manner which He has prescribed and which He loves and is pleased with, and they 
would rather obey Allah than follow the Shaytan or their own desires. 



Muhammad is a Mercy to the Worlds 



(And We have sent you not but as a mercy for the ' Alamin.) Here Allah tells us that He has 
made Muhammad a mercy to the ' Alamin, i.e., He sent him as a mercy for all of them 
peoples , so whoever accepts this mercy and gives thanks for this blessing, will be happy in 
this world and in the Hereafter. But whoever rejects it and denies it, will lose out in this world 
and in the Hereafter, as Allah says: 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused 
their people to dwell in the house of destruction Hell, in which they will burn, -- and what an 
evil place to settle in!) 14:28-29 And Allah says, describing the Qur'an: 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness in their ears, and it is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a 
place far away.") 41:44 Muslim reports in his Sahih: Ibn Abi ' Umar told us, Marwan Al-Fazari 
told us, from Yazid bin Kisan, from Ibn Abi Hazim that Abu Hurayrah said that it was said, "0 
Messenger of Allah, pray against the idolators." He said: 

« » 

(I was not sent as a curse, rather I was sent as a mercy.) This was recorded by Muslim. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that " Amr bin Abi Qurrah Al-Kindi said: "Hudhayfah was in Al-Mada'in and he 
was mentioning things that the Messenger of Allah had said. Hudhayfah came to Salman and 
Salman said: '0 Hudhayfah, the Messenger of Allah would sometimes be angry and would 
speak accordingly, and would sometimes be pleased and would speak accordingly. I know that 
the Messenger of Allah addressed us and said: 

( ) » 



« 



(Any man of my Ummah whom I have insulted or cursed when I was angry -- for I am a man 
from among the sons of Adam, and I get angry just as you do. But Allah has sent me as a Mercy 
to the Worlds, so I will make that my anger into blessings for him on the Day of 
Resurrection.") This was also recorded by Abu Dawud from Ahmad bin Yunus from Za'idah. It 
may be asked: what kind of mercy do those who disbelieve in him get The answer is what Abu 
Ja' far bin Jarir recorded from Ibn ' Abbas concerning the Ayah: 



(And We have sent you not but as a mercy for the ' Alamin. ) He said, "Whoever believes in 
Allah and the Last Day, mercy will be decreed for him in this world and in the Hereafter; 
whoever does not believe in Allah and His Messenger, will be protected from that which 
happened to the nations of earthquakes and stoning." 



(108. Say: "It is revealed to me that your God is only one God. Will you then be Muslims") (109. 
But if they turn away say: "I give you a notice to be known to us all alike. And I know not 
whether that which you are promised is near or far.") (110. "Verily, He knows that which is 
spoken aloud and He knowsthat which you conceal.") (111. "And I know not, perhaps it may be 
atrial for you, and an enjoyment for a while.") (112. He said:"My Lord! Judge You in truth! Our 
Lord is the Most Gracious, Whose help is to be sought against that which you attribute!") 

The main Objective of Revelation is that Allah be worshipped 

Allah commands His Messenger to say to the idoators: 



("It is revealed to me that your God is only one God. Will you then be Muslims") meaning, will 
you then follow that and submit to it 



(But if they turn away) means, if they ignore that to which you call them. 



(say: "I give you a notice to be known to us all alike...") meaning, ' I declare that I am in a state 
of war with you as you are in a state of war with me. I have nothing to do with you just as you 
have nothing to do with me.' This is like the Ayah: 



(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") 10:41 



(If you fear treachery from any people, throw back (their covenant) to them (so as to be) on 
equal terms (that there will be no more covenant between you and them)) 8:58 which means: 
so that both you and they will know that the treaty is null and void. Similarly, Allah says here: 



(But if they turn away say: "I give you a notice to be known to us all alike...") meaning, " I have 
already informed you that I have nothing to do with you and you have nothing to do with me.' 



No one knows when the Hour will come 



(And I know not whether that which you are promised (i.e., the Day of Resurrection) is near or 
far.) meaning: ' it will inevitably come to pass, but I have no knowledge of whether it is near or 
far.' 



(Verily, He (Allah) knows that which is spoken aloud (openly) and He knows that which you 
conceal.) Allah knows the Unseen in its entirety; He knows what His creatures do openly and 
what they do secretly. He knows what is visible and what is concealed; He knows what is secret 
and hidden. He knows what His creatures do openly and in secret, and He will requite them for 
that, for both minor and major actions. 



(And I know not, perhaps it may be a trial for you, and an enjoyment for a while.) meaning, ' I 
do not know, perhaps it is a trial for you, and an enjoyment for a while.' Ibn Jarir said: 
" perhaps that is being delayed for you as a test for you, and enjoyment for an allotted time.' 
This was narrated by ' Awn from Ibn ' Abbas. And Allah knows best. 



(He said: "My Lord! Judge You in truth!) means, judge between us and our people who 
disbelieve in the truth. Qatadah said: "The Prophets (peace be upon them) used to say: 



("Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in truth, for You are the Best of those who give 
judgment.") 7:89 , and the Messenger of Allah was commanded to say this too." It was reported 
from Malik from Zayd bin Aslam that when the Messenger of Allah witnessed any fighting, he 
would say: 



("My Lord! Judge You in truth!") 



(Our Lord is the Most Gracious, Whose help is to be sought against that which you attribute!) 
means, ' against the various lies and fabrications that you utter, some of which are worse than 
others; Allah is the One Whose Help we seek against that.' This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat 
Al-Anbiya'. To Allah be praise and blessings. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Hajj 

(Chapter - 22) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake of the Hour is a terrible 
thing.) (2. The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her nursling, and every 
pregnant one will drop her load, and you shall see mankind as in a drunken state, yet they will 
not be drunk, but Allah's torment is severe.) 

The Hour 

Allah commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him, He informs them of the terrors of the Day 
of Resurrection which will come to them with its earthquakes and other horrors, as He says: 



(When the earth is shaken with its (final) earthquake. And when the earth throws out its 
burdens.) 99:1-2 



(And the earth and the mountains shall be removed from their places, and crushed with a 
single crushing. Then on that Day shall the (Great) Event befall.) 69:14-15 And; 



(When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake. And the mountains will be powdered to 
dust.) 56:4-5 It was said that this earthquake will come at the end of the life span of this 
world, at the outset of the Hour. Ibn Jarir recorded that ' Alqamah commented on Allah's 
saying, 



(Verily, the earthquake of the Hour (of Judgement) is a terrible thing.) "Before the Hour." 
Others said that this refers to the terror, fear, earthquakes and chaos that will happen on the 
Day of Resurrection, in the arena (of Judgement), after the resurrection from the graves. This 
was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, who took the following Hadiths as evidence: Imam Ahmad 
recorded that * Imran bin Husayn said that when the Messenger of Allah was on one of his 
journeys and some of his Companions had fallen behind, he raised his voice and recited these 
two Ayat: 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake of the Hour is a terrible thing. 
The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her nursling, and every pregnant one 
will drop her load, and you shall see mankind as in a drunken state, yet they will not be 
drunken, but Allah's torment is severe.) When his Companions heard that, they hastened to 
catch up with him, because they knew that he wanted to say something. When they reached 
him, he said: 



» 



« 

(Do you know what Day that is That is the Day when Adam will be called. His Lord will call him 
and will say: "0 Adam, send forth (those of your progeny) who are to be sent to the Fire." He 
will say, "0 Lord, how many are to be sent to the Fire" He will say, "From every thousand, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine will be in the Fire and one will be in Paradise.") His Companions were 
filled with despair and stopped smiling. When he saw that, he said: 

» 



« 

(Be of good cheer and strive hard, for by the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, you 
will be counted with two creations who are of immense numbers, Ya'juj and Ma'juj, and those 
who have already died of the progeny of Adam and the progeny of Iblis.) Then they felt 
happier, and he said: 



» 



« 



(Strive hard and be of good cheer, for by the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, in 
comparison to mankind you are like a mole on the flank of a camel or a mark on the foreleg of 
a beast.) This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and by An-Nasa'i in the Book of Tafsir in their 
Sunans. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." 



Another Version of thisHadith 

At-Tirmidhi recorded from ' Imran bin Husayn that when the words, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord.) Until His saying, 



(but Allah'storment issevere.) were revealed, the Prophet was on ajourney, and he said: 



» 



« 

(Do you know what Day that is) They said, "Allah and His Messenger know best." (He said: That 
is the Day on which Allah will say to Adam, "Send forth (those of your progeny) who are to be 
sent to the Fire." He will say, "0 Lord, how many are to be sent to the Fire" He will say, "From 
every thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine will be in the Fire and one will be in Paradise.") 
The Muslims started to weep, then the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Be close in your rank and be straight forward, for there was never any Prophet but there was a 
time of ignorance just before his advent, so the number will be taken from that time of 
ignorance, and if that is not enough, it will be made up from the hypocrites. A parable of yours 
in comparison to the other nations isthat, you are like a mark on the foreleg of an animal, or a 
mole on the flank of a camel.) Then he said, 

« » 

(I hope that you will be a quarter of the people of Paradise.) They said, "Allahu Akbar!" Then he 
said, 



« » 

(I hope that you will be a third of the people of Paradise.) They said, "Allahu Akbar!" Then he 
said, 



« » 

(I hope that you will be half of the people of Paradise.) They said, "Allahu Akbar!" Then he the 
narrator said, "I do not know if he said two-thirds or not." This was also recorded by Imam 
Ahmad. Then At-Tirmidhi also said, "This is a Hasan Sahih Hadith." In his Tafsir, under this 
Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa' id said, "The Prophet said: 

: : » 



(On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say: "0 Adam." He will say, "At Your service, O Lord." 
Then a voice will call out: "Allah commands you to send forth from your progeny those who are 
destined for the Fire." He will say, "0 Lord, who is destined for the Fire" He will say, "From 
every thousand" -- I think he said -- "nine hundred and ninety-nine." At that time every 
pregnant female will drop her load and children will turn grey, (and you shall see mankind as in 
a drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but Allah's torment is severe.)) That will be so 
difficult for mankind to bear that their faces will change. The Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Nine hundred and ninety-nine from Ya'juj and Ma'juj, and one from you. Among mankind you 
are like a black hair on the side of a white bull, or a white hair on the side of a black bull. I 
hope that you will be one quarter of the people of Paradise.) We said "Allahu Akbar!" Then he 
said, (Athird of the people of Paradise.) We said, "Allahu Akbar!" Then he said, (One half of the 
people of Paradise.) We said: 'Allahu Akbar!" Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere. It was 
also recorded by Muslim, and An-Nasa'i in his Tafsir. The Hadithsand reports about the terrors 
of the Day of Resurrection are very many, and this is not the place to quote them all. 



(Verily, the earthquake of the Hour is a terrible thing.) means, a serious matter, a terrifying 
crisis, a horrendous event. This earthquake is what will happen to people when they are filled 
with terror, as All ah says: 



(There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty shaking.) 33:11 . Then Allah says: 



(The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her nursling,) means, she will be 
distracted by the horror of what she is seeing, which will make her forget the one who is the 
dearest of all to her and to whom she shows the most compassion. Her shock will make her 
neglect her infant at the very moment of breastfeeding, Allah says, 



(every nursing mother), and He did not say a mother who has an infant of breastfeeding age. 



(her nursling) means, her nursing infant that has not yet been weaned. 



(and every pregnant one will drop her load,) means, before the pre- gnancy has reached full 
term, because of the intensity of the horror. 



(and you shall see mankind as in a drunken state,) means, because of the severity of their 
situa- tion, when they will lose their minds, so that whoever sees them, will think, that they 
are drunk, 



(yet they will not be drunken, but Allah's torment is severe.) 



(3. And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge, and follows every 
rebellious Shaytan.) (4. For him (the devil) it is decreed that whosoever follows him, he will 
mislead him, and will drive him to the torment of the Fire.) 



Condemnation of the Followers of the Shaytan 

Allah condemns those who deny the Resurrection and who deny that Allah is able to restore life 
to the dead, those who turn away from that which Allah has revealed to His Prophets and, in 
their views -- denial and disbelief -- follow every rebellious Shaytan among men and Jinn. This 
is the state of the followers of innovation and misguidance, who turn away from the truth and 
follow falsehood, following the words of the leaders of misguidance who call people to follow 
innovation and their own desires and opinions. Allah says concerning them and their like, 



(And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge,) meaning, without 
sound knowledge. 



(and follows every rebellious Shaytan. For him it is decreed.) Mujahid said, "This refers to that 
Shaytan." meaning that is a matter written in the decree. 



(that whosoever follows him,) and imitates him, 



(he will mislead him, and will drive him to the torment of the Fire.) means, he will mislead him 
in this world, and in the Hereafter he will drive him to the torment of the Fire, which is 
unbearably hot, painful and agonizing. As-Suddi reported that Abu Malik said, "This Ayah was 
revealed about An-Nadr bin Al-Harith. This was also the view of Ibn Jurayj. 



(5. mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, then verily, We have created you 
from dust, then from a Nutfah, then from a clot then from a little lump of flesh -- some formed 
and some unformed -- that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We will to 
remain in the wombs for an appointed term, then We bring you out as infants, then (give you 
growth) that you may reach your age of full strength. And among you there is he who dies 
(young), and among you there is he who is brought back to the miserable old age, so that he 
knows nothing after having known. And you see the earth Hamidatan, but when We send down 
water on it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth).) (6. 
That is because Allah: He is the Truth, and it is He Who gives life to the dead, and it is He Who 
is able to do all things.) v(7. And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about it; and 
certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.) 



Evidence of the Resurrection in the creation of Man and of Plants 

When Allah speaks of disbelief in the Resurrection, He also mentions the evidence of His power 
and ability to resurrect that is evident from the way He initiates creation. Allah says: 



(0 mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection,) which means the time when souls and 
bodies will be raised up on the Day of Resurrection, 



(then verily, We have created you from dust,) meaning, " you were originally created from 
dust', which is what Adam, peace be upon him, was created from. 



(then from a Nutfah,) 32:8 meaning, then He made his offspring from semen of despised 
water. 



The Development of the Nutfah and Embryo in the Womb 



(then from a clot then from a little lump of flesh) if the Nutfah establishes itself in the woman's 
womb, it stays like that for forty days, then more material is added to it and it changes into a 
red clot, by the leave of Allah, and it remains like that for forty days. Then it changes and 
becomes a lump of flesh, like a piece of meat with no form or shape. Then it startsto take on a 
form and shape, developing a head, arms, chest, stomach, thighs, legs, feet and all its 
members. Sometimes a woman miscarries before the fetus is formed and sometimes she 
miscarries after it has formed. As Allah says: 



(then from a little lump of flesh -- some formed and some unformed) meaning, as you see. 



(that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs for 
an appointed term,) meaning that sometimes the fetus remains in the womb and is not 
miscarried. 



(some formed and some unformed, ) Mujahid said, "This means the miscarried fetus, formed or 
unformed. When forty days have passed of it being a lump of flesh, then Allah sends an angel 
to it who breathes the soul into it and forms it as Allah wills, handsome or ugly, male or 
female. He then writes its provision, its allotted length of life and whether it is to be one of 
the blessed or the wretched." It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Ibn Mas' ud said, "The 
Messenger of Allah , who isthe true and truly inspired one, told us: 

» 



« 



(Every one of you is collected in the womb of his mother for the first forty days, and then he 
becomes a clot for another forty days, and then a lump of flesh for another forty days. Then 
Allah sends an angel to write four words: He writes his provision, his deeds, his life span, and 
whether he will be blessed or wretched. Then he blowsthe soul into him.)" 



Man's Development from Infancy to Old Age His saying; 



(then We bring you out as infants,) means, weak in his body, hearing, sight, senses, stamina 
and mind. Then Allah gives him strength, gradually and causes his parents to treat him with 
tender kindness night and day. Allah says: 



(then (give you growth) that you may reach your age of full strength.) meaning, his strength 
increases until he reachesthe vitality and handsomeness of youth. 



(And among you there is he who dies,) means, when he is young and strong. 



(and among you there is he who is brought back to the miserable old age,) meaning advanced 
old age with its weakness in mind and body, in steady decline in comprehension, and disability 
to grasp. As Allah says: 



(so that he knows nothing after having known.) 



(Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, 
then after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And it is He 
Who isthe All-Knowing, the All -Powerful.) 30:54 



Another Parable of the Resurrection from Plants 



(And you see the earth Hamidatan,) This is another sign of the power of Allah to bring the dead 
back to life, just as He brings the dead, barren earth back to life, the lifeless earth in which 
nothing grows. Qatadah said, "(This means) the eroded, dusty earth." As-Suddi said, "Dead." 



(but when We send down water on it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every 
lovely kind (of growth).) When Allah sends the rain upon it, it is stirred to life, that is, 
vegetation begins to grow and it comes alive after it was dead. Then it rises after the soil had 
settled, then it puts forth its different kinds of fruit and crops with all their varied colours, 
tastes, fragrances, shapes and benefits. Allah says: 



(and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth).) meaning, beautiful in appearance and with 
delightful fragrances. 



(That is because Allah: He is the Truth,) means, the Creator, the Controller, the One Who does 
as He wills. 



(and it is He Who gives life to the dead,) means, just as He gives life to the dead earth and 
brings forth from it all these kinds of vegetation. 



(Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the dead. Indeed He is able to do all 
things.) 41:39 



(Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" -- and it is!) 
36:82 . 



(And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about it;) meaning, it will inevitably come to 
pass. 



(and certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.) means, He will bring them 
back to life after they have become dust; He will create them anew after they have become 
nothing. 



(And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to 
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life to them Who 
created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!" He Who produces 
for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you kindle there- with.) 36:78-80 . And there 
are many similar Ayat. 



(8. And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge or guidance, or a Book 
giving light (from Allah).) (9. Bending his neck in pride, and leading (others) too (far) astray 
from the path of Allah. For him there is disgrace in this worldly life, and on the Day of 
Resurrection We shall make him taste the torment of burning.) (10. That is because of what 
your hands have sent forth, and verily, Allah is not unjust to servants.) 

Clarifying the State of the Leaders of the Innovators and Those Who 

lead People astray 

Allah has already told us about the ignorant imitators who are led astray: 



(And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge, and follows every 
rebellious Shaytan.) And here He tells us about those who call others to misguidance, the 
leaders of disbelief and innovation: 



(And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge or guidance, or a Book 
giving light (from Allah).) meaning, with no correct rational thought, and no clear transmitted 
text; what they say is based only on their opinions and whims. Allah's saying, 



(Bending his neck in pride,) Ibn * Abbas and others said, "Too proud to follow the truth when he 
is called to it." Mujahid, Qatadah and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam: 



(Bending his neck in pride,) means, twisting his neck, i.e., turning away from the truth to 
which he is called, bending his neck out of pride and arrogance. This is like the Ayat: 



(And in Musa, when We sent him to Fif awn with a manifest authority. But (Fif awn) turned 
away along with his hosts) 51:38-39, 



(And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger," you 
see the hypocritesturn away from you with aversion.) 4:61 , 



(And when it is said to them: "Come, so that the Messenger of Allah may ask forgiveness from 
Allah for you," they twist their heads, and you would see them turning away their faces in 
pride.) 63:5 , And Luqman said to his son: 



(And turn not your face away from men with pride) 31:18 meaning, do not turn away from 
them in an arrogant manner. And Allah says: 



(And when Our verses are recited to him, he turns away in pride) 31 :7 



(and leading (others) too (far) astray from the path of Allah.) This either refers to those who 
are stubborn, or it means that the person who does this has been created like this so that he 
will be one of those who lead others astray from the path of Allah. Then Allah says: 



(For him there is disgrace in this worldly life,) meaning, humiliation and shame, such as when 
he is too arrogant to heed the signs of Allah, so Allah will send humiliation upon him in this 
world and will punish him in this world, before he reaches the Hereafter, because this world is 
all he cares about and all he knows. 



(and on the Day of Resurrection We shall make him taste the torment of burning. That is 
because of what your hands have sent forth,) means, this will be said to him by way of rebuke. 



(and verily, Allah is not unjust to the servants.) This is like the Ayah: 



((It will be said: ) "Seize him and drag him into the midst of blazing Fire, Then pour over his 
head the torment of boiling water. Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 
mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!") 44:47-50 



(11. And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were upon the edge: if good befalls him, 
he is content therewith; but if a Fitnah strikes him, he turns back on his face. He loses both 
this world and the Hereafter. That is the evident loss.) (12. He calls besides Allah unto that 
which can neither harm him nor profit him. That is a straying far away.) (13. He calls unto him 
whose harm is nearer than his profit; certainly an evil Mawla and certainly an evil ' Ashir!) 



The meaning of worshipping Allah as it were upon the edge 

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: 



(upon the edge) means, in doubt. Others said that it meant on the edge, such as on the edge or 
side of a mountain, i.e., (this person) enters Islam on the edge, and if he finds what he likes he 
will continue, otherwise he will leave. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: 



(And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were upon the edge.) "People would come 
to Al-Madinah to declare their Islam and if their wives gave birth to sons and their mares gave 
birth to foals, they would say, ' This is a good religion,' but if their wives and their mares did 
not give birth, they would say, ' This is a bad religion."' Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said, 
"One of them would come to Al-Madinah, which was a land that was infected with a contagious 
disease. If he remained healthy there, and his mare foaled and his wife gave birth to a boy, he 
would be content, and would say, ' I have not experienced anything but good since I started to 
follow this religion." 



(but if a Fitnah strikes him), Fitnah here means affliction, i.e., if the disease of Al-Madinah 
befalls him, and his wife gives birth to a babe girl and charity is delayed in coming to him, the 
Shaytan comesto him and says: ' By Allah, since you started to follow this religion of yours, you 
have experienced nothing but bad things,' and this is the Fitnah." This was also mentioned by 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Jurayj and others among the Salaf when explaining this Ayah. Mujahid 
said, concerning the Ayah: 



(he turns back on his face.) "(This means), he becomes an apostate and a disbeliever. 



(He loses both this world and the Hereafter.) means, he does not gain anything in this world. As 
for the Hereafter, he has disbelieved in Allah the Almighty, so he will be utterly doomed and 
humiliated. So Allah says: 



(That isthe evident loss.), i.e., the greatest loss and the losing deal. 



(He calls besides Allah unto that which can neither harm him nor profit him.) means, the idols, 
rivals, and false gods which he calls upon for help, support and provision - they can neither 
benefit him nor harm him. 



(That is a straying far away.) 



(He calls unto him whose harm is nearer than his profit;) means, he is more likely to harm him 
than benefit him in this world, and in the Hereafter he will most certainly cause him harm. 



(certainly an evil Mawla and certainly an evil * Ashir!) Mujahid said, "This means the idols." The 
meaning is: "How evil a friend is this one upon whom he calls instead of Allah as a helper and 
supporter." 



(and certainly an evil ' Ashir!) meansthe one with whom one mixes and spends one's time. 



(14. Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous good deeds to Gardens 
underneath which rivers flow. Verily, Allah does what He wills.) 

The Reward of the Righteous 

The mention of the misguided who are doomed is followed by mention of the righteous who are 
blessed. They are those who believe firmly in their hearts and confirm their faith by their 
actions, doing all kinds of righteous deeds and avoiding evil actions. Because of this, they will 
inherit dwellings in the lofty ranks of the gardens of Paradise. So Allah tells us that He sends 
those astray and guides these, and says: 



(Verily, Allah does what He wills. 



(15. Whoever thinks that Allah will not help him in this world and in the Hereafter, let him 
stretch out a rope to the ceiling and let him strangle himself. Then let him see whether his 
plan will remove that whereat he rages!) (16. Thus have We sent it down as clear Ayat, and 
surely, Allah guides whom He wills.) 



Allah will definitely help His Messenger 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "Whoever thinks that Allah will not help Muhammad in this world and the 
Hereafter, let him stretch out a rope 



(to the ceiling) to the ceiling in his house, 



(and let him strangle himself.) let him hang himself with it." This was also the view of Mujahid, 
* Ikrimah, ' Ata', Abu Al-Jawza', Qatadah and others. The meaning is: whoever thinks that Allah 
will not support Muhammad and His Book and His Religion, let him go and kill himself if it 
annoys him so much. For Allah will most certainly help and support him. Allah says: 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.) 40:51 . Allah says here: 



(Then let him see whether his plan will remove that whereat he rages!) As-Suddi said, 
"Meaning, in the case of Muhammad " " Ata' Al-Khurasani said, "Let him see whether that will 
cure the rage he feels in his heart." 



(Thus have We sent it down) the Qur'an. 



(as clear Ayat,) clear in itswording and its meaning, evidence from Allah to mankind. 



(and surely, Allah guides whom He wills.) He sends astray whomsoever He wills and He guides 
whomsoever He wills, and He has complete wisdom and definitive proof in doing so. 



(He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will be questioned.) 21:23 . Because 
of His wisdom, mercy, justice, knowledge, dominion and might, no one can overturn His ruling, 
and He is swift in bringing to account. 



17. Verily, those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians, 
and the Majus, and those who worship others besides Allah; truly, Allah will judge between 
them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah is over all things a Witness.) 



Allah will judge between the Sects on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us about the followers of these various religions, the believers (Muslims) and others 
such as the Jews and Sabians. We have already seen a definition of them in Surat Al-Baqarah 
and have noted how people differ over who they are. There are also the Christians, Majus and 
others who worship others alongside Allah. Allah will 



(judge between them on the Day of Resurrection) with justice; He will admit those who 
believed in Him to Paradise and will send those who disbelieved in Him to Hell, for He is a 
Witness over their deeds, and He knows all that they say and all that they do in secret, and 
conceal in their breast. 



(18. See you not that whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the earth, and the sun, and 
the moon, and the stars, and the mountains, and the trees, and Ad-Dawabb, and many of 
mankind prostrate themselves to Allah. But there are many (men) on whom the punishment is 
justified. And whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honor him. Verily, Allah does what He 
wills.) 

Everything prostrates to Allah 

Allah tells us that He alone, with no partner or associate, is deserving of worship. Everything 
prostrates to His might, willingly or unwillingly, and everything prostrates in a manner that 
befits its nature, as Allah says: 



(Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows incline to the right 
and to the left, making prostration unto Allah, and they are lowly) 16:48 . And Allah says here: 



(See you not that whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the earth prostrate themselves 
to Him) means, the angels in the regions of the heavens, and all the living creatures, men, 
Jinn, animals and birds. 



(and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise) 17:44 



(and the sun, and the moon, and the stars,) These are mentioned by name, because they are 
worshipped instead of Allah, so Allah explains that they too prostrate to their Creator and that 
they are subjected to Him. 



(Prostrate yourselves not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who 
created them) 41:37 . In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Abu Dharr said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said to me, 



« » 

(Do you know where this sun goes) I said, ' Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said, 

» 

« : 

(It goes (sets) and prostrates beneath the Throne, then it awaits the command. Soon it will be 
told, "Go back the way whence you came.")" Ibn 'Abbas said, "A man came and said, '0 
Messenger of Allah, I saw myself in a dream last night, as if I was praying behind a tree. I 
prostrated, and the tree prostrated when I did, and I heard it saying, "0 Allah, write down a 
reward for me for that, and remove a sin from me for that, store it with You for me and accept 
it from me as You accepted from Your servant Dawud.'" Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Messenger of 
Allah recited an Ayah mentioning a prostration, then he prostrated, and I heard him saying the 
same words that the man had told him the tree said." This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn 
Majah, and Ibn Hibban in hisSahih. 



(Ad-Dawabb) means all the animals. It was reported in a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad that 
the Messenger of Allah forbade using the backs of animals as platforms for speaking, for, 
perhaps the one who was being ridden was better and remembered Allah more than the one 
who was riding. 



(and many of mankind) means, they prostrate willingly, submitting themselves to Allah of their 
own free will. 



(But there are many (men) on whom the punishment is justified.) means, those who refuse 
prostration, are stubborn and arrogant. 



(And whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honor him. Verily, Allah does what He wills.) It was 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(When the son of Adam recites the Ayat containing the prostration, the Shaytan withdraws 
weeping and says, "Ah! Woe (to me)! the son of Adam was commanded to prostrate and he 
prostrated, so Paradise is his; I was commanded to prostrate and I refused, so I am doomed to 
Hell.") This was recorded by Muslim. In hisbook Al-Marasil, Abu Dawud recorded that Khalid bin 
Ma' dan, may Allah have mercy upon him, reported that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Surat Al-Hajj has been favored over the rest of the Qur'an with two prostrations.") Al-Hafiz 
Abu Bakr Al-lsma' ili recorded from Abu Al-Jahm that ' Umar did the two prostrations of Surat 
Al-Hajj when he was in Al-Jabiyah, and he said, "This Surah has been favored with two 
prostrations." 



(19. These two opponents dispute with each other about their Lord; then as for those who 
disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut out for them, boiling water will be poured down over 
their heads.) (20. With it will melt (or vanish away) what is within their bellies, as well as 
(their) skins.) (21. And for them are hooked rods of iron.) (22. Every time they seek to get away 
therefrom, from anguish, they will be driven back therein, and (it will be) said to them: "Taste 
the torment of burning!") 



The Reason for Revelation 

It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Dharr swore that this Ayah 



(These two opponents dispute with each other about their Lord;) was revealed concerning 
Hamzah and his two companions, and ' Utbah and his two companions, on the day of Badr when 
they came forward to engage in single combat. This is the wording of Al-Bukhari in hisTafsir of 
this Ayah. Then Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Ali bin Abi Talib said, "I will be the first one to kneel 
down before the Most Merciful so that the dispute may be settled on the Day of Resurrection." 
Qays (sub-narrator) said, "Concerning them the Ayah was revealed: 



(These two opponents dispute with each other about their Lord;) He (Qays) said, "They are the 
ones who came forward (for single combat) on the day of Badr: 'AM, Hamzah and ' Ubaydah 
vs., Shaybah bin RabP ah, 'Utbah bin RabP ah and Al-Walid bin ' Utbah." This was reported only 
by Al-Bukhari. Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid commented on this Ayah, "Such as the 
disbeliever and the believer disputing about the Resurrection." According to one report Mujahid 
and ~ Ata' commented on this Ayah, "This refers to the believers and the disbelievers." The view 
of Mujahid and 'Ata' that this refers to the disbelievers and the believers, includes all opinions, 
the story of Badr as well as the others. For the believers want to support the religion of Allah, 
while the disbelievers want to extinguish the light of faith and to defeat the truth and cause 
falsehood to prevail. This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is good. 



The Punishment of the Disbelievers 



(then as for those who disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut out for them,) meaning, pieces 
of fire will be prepared for them. Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "Of copper, for it is the hottest of 
things when it is heated." n 



(boiling water will be poured down over their heads. With it will melt (or vanish away) what is 
within their bellies, as well as (their) skins.) meaning, when the boiling water --which is water 
that has been heated to the ultimate degree- is poured down over their heads. Ibn Jarir 
recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(The boiling water will be poured over their heads and will penetrate their skulls until it 
reaches what is inside, and what is inside will melt until it reaches their feet. This is the 
melting, then he will be restored to the state he was before.) It was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, who said it is Hasan Sahih. This was also recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim, who then 
recorded that ' Abdullah bin As-Sariy said, "The angel will come to him, carrying the vessel with 
a pair of tongs because of its heat. When he brings it near to his face, he will shy away from it. 
He will raise a hammer that he is carrying and will strike his head with it, and his brains will 
spill out, then he will pour the brains back into his head. This is what Allah says in the Ayah: 



(With it will melt what is within their bellies, as well as (their) skins.)" 



(And for them are hooked rods of iron.) Ibn " Abbas said, "They will be struck with them, and 
with each blow, a limb will be severed, and they will cry out for oblivion." 



(Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be driven back therein,) 
Al-A* mash reported from Abu Zibiyan that Salman said, "The fire of Hell is black and dark; its 
flames and coals do not glow or shine." Then he recited: 



(Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be driven back therein,) 



("Taste the torment of burning!") This is like the Ayah: 



(and it will be said to them: "Taste you the torment of the Fire which you used to deny.") 
32:20 . The meaning isthat they will be humiliated by words and actions. 



(23. Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous good deeds, to Gardens 
underneath which rivers flow (in Paradise), wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold 
and pearls and their garments therein will be of silk.) (24. And they are guided unto goodly 
speech and they are guided to the path of Him, Who is Worthy of all praises.) 



The Reward of the Believers 

When Allah tells us about the state of the people of Hell -- we seek refuge with Allah from that 
state of punishment, vengeance, burning and chains -- and the garments of fire that have been 
prepared for them, He then tells us about the state of the people of Paradise -- we ask Allah by 
His grace and kindness to admit ustherein. He tells us: 



(Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous good deeds, to Gardens underneath 
which rivers flow,) means, these rivers flow throughout its regions, beneath its trees and 
palaces, and its inhabitants direct them to go wherever they want. 



(wherein they will be adorned) -- with jewelry 



(with bracelets of gold and pearls) means, on their arms, as the Prophet said in the agreed- 
upon Hadith: 

« » 

(The jewelry of the believer in Paradise will reach as far as his Wudu' reached.) 



(and their garments therein will be of silk. ) in contrast to the garments of fire worn by the 
inhabitants of Hell, the people of Paradise will have garments of silk, Sundus and Istabraq fine 
green silk and gold embroidery, as Allah says: 



(Their garments will be of green Sundus, and Istabraq. They will be adorned with bracelets of 
silver, and their Lord will give them a pure drink. (And it will be said to them): "Verily, this is a 
reward for you, and your endeavor has been accepted.") 76:21-22 . In the Sahih, it says: 



» 



« 



(Do not wear fine silk or gold embroidery in this world, for whoever wears them in this world, 
will not wear them in the Hereafter.) * Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, "Those who do not wear 
silk in the Hereafter are those who will not enter Paradise. Allah says: 



(and their garmentstherein will be of silk)" 



(And they are guided unto goodly speech.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made to enter Gardens under which 
rivers flow -- to dwell therein forever, with the permission of their Lord. Their greeting therein 
will be: "Salam (peace!)") 14:23 



(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun ' Alaykum (peace be upon 
you!)", for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed isthe final home!") 13:23-24 , 



(No evil vain talk will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only the saying of, "Peace! 
Peace! (Salaman! Salaman!).") 56:25-26 They will be guided to a place in which they will hear 
good speech. 



(Therein they shall be met with greetings and the word of peace and respect.) 25:75 , unlike 
the scorn which will be heaped upon the people of Hell by way of rebuke, when they are told: 



(* Taste the torment of burning! 



(and they are guided to the path of Him Who is Worthy of all praises. ) to a place in which they 
will give praise to their Lord for all His kindness, blessings and favors towards them, as it says 
in the Sahih Hadith: 



» 



« 



(They will be inspired with words of glorification and praise, just as they are inspired with 
breath.) Some scholars of Taf sir said that the Ayah, 



(And they are guided unto goodly speech) refers to the Qur'an; and it was said that it means La 
ilaha illallah or words of remembrance prescribed in Islam. And the Ayah: 



(and they are guided to the path of Him Who is Worthy of all praises.) means, the straight path 
in this world. These interpretations do not contradict that mentioned above. And Allah knows 
best. 



(25. Verily, those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, and from Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram which We have made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it and the visitor from the 
country are equal there, and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, him We 
shall cause to taste from a painful torment.) 



A Warning to Those Who hinder Others from the Path of Allah and 
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram and Who seek to do Evil Actions therein 

Allah rebukes the disbelievers for preventing the believers from coming to Al-Masjid Al-Haram 
and performing their rites and rituals there, claiming that they were its guardians, 



(and they are not its guardians. None can be its guardians except those who have Taqwa) 
8:34 . In this Ayah there is proof that it was revealed in Al-Madinah, as Allah says in Surat Al- 
Baqarah: 



(They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Months. Say, "Fighting therein is a great 
(transgression) but a greater (transgression) with Allah is to prevent mankind from following 
the way of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and to drive 
out its inhabitants) 2:217 And Allah says here: 



(Verily, those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, and from Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram) meaning, not only are they disbelievers, but they also hinder people from the path of 
Allah and from Al-Masjid Al-Haram. They prevent the believers who want to go there from 
reaching it, although the believers have more right than anyone else to go there. The structure 
of this phrase is like that to be found in the Ayah: 



(Those who believed, and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah, verily, in the 
remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.) 13:28 Not only are they believers, but their hearts 
also find rest in the remembrance of Allah. 



The Issue of renting Houses in Makkah 



(which We have made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are 
equal there) meaning that they prevent people from reaching Al-Masjid Al-Haram, which Allah 
has made equally accessible to all in SharT ah, with no differentiation between those who live 
there and those who live far away from it. 



(the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal there,) Part of this equality is that 
everyone has equal access to all parts of the city and can live there, as Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported from Ibn " Abbas concerning the Ayah: 



(the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal there,) He Ibn x Abbas said: "Both 
the people of Makkah and others can stay in Al-Masjid Al-Haram." 



(the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal there,) Mujahid said, "The people 
of Makkah and others are equally allowed to stay there." This was also the view of Abu Salih, 
" Abdur-Rahman bin Sabit and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated 
from Ma' mar, from Qatadah who said: "Its own people and others are equal therein." This is 
the issue about which Ash-ShafT i and Ishaq bin Rahwayh differed in the Masjid of Al-Khayf, 
when Ahmad bin Hanbal was also present. Ash-ShafT i was of the opinion that the various parts 
of Makkah can be owned, inherited and rented, and he used as evidence the Hadith of Usamah 



bin Zayd who said, "I said, Messenger of Allah, will you go and stay tomorrow in your house in 
Makkah" He said, 



« » 

(Has ' Aqil left us any property) Then he said, 

« » 

(A disbeliever does not inherit from a Muslim and a Muslim does not inherit from a disbeliever.) 
This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs. He also used as evidence the report that ' Umar 
bin Al-Khattab bought a house in Makkah from Safwan bin Umayyah for four thousand Dinars, 
and made it into a prison. This was also the view of Tawus and 'Amr bin Dinar. Ishaq bin 
Rahwayh was of the opinion that they (houses in Makkah) could not be inherited or rented. This 
was the view of a number of the Salaf, and Mujahid and ' Ata' said likewise. Ishaq bin Rahwayh 
used as evidence the report recorded by Ibn Majah from * Alqamah bin Nadlah who said, "The 
Messenger of Allah , Abu Bakr and 'Umar died, and nobody claimed any property in Makkah 
except the grazing animals. Whoever needed to live there would take up residence there, and 
whoever did not need to live there would let others take up residence there." ' Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "It is not allowed to sell or rent the houses of Makkah." 
He also said, narrating from Ibn Jurayj: "'Ata' would not allow people to charge rent in the 
Haram, and he told me that 'Umar bin Al-Khattab did not allow people to put gates on the 
houses of Makkah because the pilgrims used to stay in their courtyards. The first person to put 
a gate on his house was Suhayl bin ' Amr. ' Umar bin Al-Khattab sent for him about that and he 
said, ' Listen to me, O Commander of the faithful, I am a man who engages in trade and I want 
to protect my back.' He said, 'Then you may do that.'" 'Abdur-Razzaq recorded from Mujahid 
that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "0 people of Makkah, do not put gates on your houses, and let 
the bedouins stay wherever they want." He said: Ma' mar told us, narrating from someone who 
heard ' Ata' say about the Ayah, x 



(the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal there, ) "They may stay wherever 
they want." Ad-Daraqutni recorded a saying reported from 'Abdullah bin 'Amr: "Whoever 
charges rent for the houses of Makkah, consumes fire." Imam Ahmad took a middle path, 
according to what his son Salih narrated from him, and he said, "They may be owned and 
inherited, but they should not be rented, so as to reconcile between all the proofs." And Allah 
knows best. 



A Warning to Those Who want to commit Evil Actions in the Haram 



(and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to taste from a 
painful torment.) 



(or to do wrong,) means, he aims deliberately to do wrong, and it is not the matter of 
misunderstanding. As Ibn Jurayj said narrating from Ibn ' Abbas, "This means someone whose 
actions are intentional." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The evil action of 
Shirk." Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "The evil action is allowing in the Haram what 
Allah has forbidden, such as mistreating and killing, whereby you do wrong to those who have 
done you no wrong and you kill those who have not fought you. If a person does this, then he 
deserves to suffer a painful torment." 



(or to do wrong,) Mujahid said, "To do some bad action therein. This is one of the unique 
features of Al-Haram, that the person who is about to do some evil action should be punished if 
this is his intention, even if he has not yet commenced the action." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded in 
his Tafsir that ' Abdullah (i.e., Ibn Mas' ud) commented about the Ayah, 



(and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,) "If a man intends to do some evil 
action therein, Allah will make him taste a painful torment." This was also recorded by Ahmad. 
I say, its chain is Sahih according to the conditions of Al-Bukhari, and it is more likely Mawquf 
than Marfu' . And Allah knows best. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Insulting a servant and anything 
more than that is (counted as) wrongdoing." Habib bin Abi Thabit said: 



(and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,) "Hoarding (goods) in Makkah. 
This was also the view of others. 



(and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,) Ibn 'Abbas said, "This was 
revealed about 'Abdullah bin Unays. The Messenger of Allah sent him with two men, one of 
whom was a Muhajir and the other from among the Ansar. They began to boast about their 
lineages and 'Abdullah bin Unays got angry and killed the Ansari. Then he reverted from Islam 
(became an apostate) and fled to Makkah. Then these words were revealed concerning him: 



(and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,) meaning, whoever flees to Al- 
Haram to do evil actions, i.e., by leaving Islam." These reports indicate some meanings of the 
phrase "evil actions", but the meaning is more general than that and includes things which are 
more serious. Hence when the owners of the Elephant planned to destroy the House (the 
Ka' bah), Allah sent against them birds in flocks, 



(St riki ng them with stones of Sjjil. And He made them like (an empty field of) stalks (of which 
the corn has been eaten up by cattle).) 105:4-5 . means He destroyed them and made them a 
lesson and a warning for everyone who intends to commit evil actions there. Hence it was 
reported in a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(This House will be attacked by an army, then when they are in a wide open space, the first of 
them and the last of them will be swallowed up by the earth.) 



(26. And (remember) when We showed Ibrahim the site of the House (saying): "Associate not 
anything with Me, and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it, and those who stand 
up (for prayer), and those who bow and make prostration (in prayer);") (27. And proclaim to 
mankind the Hajj (pilgrimage). They will come to you on foot and on every lean camel, they 
will come from every Fajj x Amiq.) 



Building of the Ka bah and the Proclamation of the Hajj 

This is a rebuke to those among Quraysh who worshipped others than Allah and joined partners 
with Him in the place which from the outset had been established on the basis of Tawhid and 
the worship of Allah Alone, with no partner or associate. Allah tells us that He showed Ibrahim 
the site of the 'Atiq House, i.e., He guided him to it, entrusted it to him and granted him 
permission to build it. Many scholars take this as evidence to support their view that Ibrahim 
was the first one to build the House and that it was not built before his time. It was recorded 
in the Two Sahihsthat Abu Dharr said, "I said, ' Messenger of Allah, which Masjid was the first 
to be built' He said, 



« » 

(Al-Masjid Al-Haram.) I said, " Then which' He said, 

« » 

(Bayt Al-Maqdis.) I said, ' How long between them' He said, 

« » 

(Forty years.)" And Allah says: 



(Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of 
blessing) 3:96 until the end of following two Ayat. Allah says: 



(and We commanded Ibrahim and Isma' il that they should purify My House for those who are 
circumambulating it, or staying (Ttikaf), or bowing or prostrating themselves.) 2:125 And 
Allah says here: 



(Associate not anything with Me,) meaning, * Build it in My Name Alone.' 



(and sanctify My House) Qatadah and Mujahid said, "And purify it from Shirk. 



(for those who circumambulate it, and those who stand up, and those who bow, and make 
prostration (in prayer)) means, * and make it purely for those who worship Allah Alone, with no 
partner or associate.' What is meant by "those who circumambulate it" is obvious, since this is 
an act of worship that is done only at the Ka' bah and not at any other spot on earth. 



(and those who stand up) means, in prayer. Allah says: 



(and those who bow, and make prostration.) Tawaf and prayer are mentioned together because 
they are not prescribed together anywhere except in relation to the House. Tawaf is done 
around the Ka' bah and prayer is offered facing its direction in the majority of cases, with a 
few exceptions, such as when one is uncertain of the direction of the Qiblah, during battle and 
when praying optional prayers while traveling. And Allah knows best. 



(And proclaim to mankind the Haj j ) meaning, 'announce the pilgrimage to mankind and call 
them to perform pilgrimage to this House which We have commanded you to build.' It was said 
that Ibrahim said: "0 Lord, how can I convey this to people when my voice will not reach them" 
It was said: "Call them and We will convey it." 3d Ibrahim stood up and said, "0 mankind! Your 
Lord has established a House so come on pilgrimage to it." It is said that the mountains lowered 
themselves so that his voice would reach all the regions of the earth, and those who were still 
in their mothers' wombs and their fathers' loins would hear the call. The response came from 
everyone in the cities, deserts and countryside, and those whom Allah has decreed will make 
the pilgrimage, until the Day of Resurrection: "At Your service, Allah, at Your service." This is 
a summary of the narrations from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, * Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr and others 
among the Salaf . And Allah knows best. This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and by Ibn Abi Hatim at 
length. 



(They will come to you on foot and on every lean camel,) This Ayah was used as evidence by 
those scholars whose view is that Hajj performed on foot by those who are able, is better than 
Hajj performed riding, because the phrase "on foot" is mentioned first, and because it is an 
indication of their keenness and resolve. Waki' narrated from Abu Al-'Umays from Abu 
Halhalah from Muhammad bin Ka' b that Ibn 'Abbas said, "I do not regret anything except for 
the fact that I wish I had performed Hajj on foot, because Allah says, 



(They will come to you on foot)." But the majority are of the view that performing Hajj while 
riding is better, following the example of the Messenger of Allah , because he performed Hajj 
riding, although his physical ability was sound. 



(they will come from every Fajj) means every route, as Allah says: 



(and We placed therein Fijaj for them to pass) 21:31 



fAmiq) means dis- tant. This was the view of Mujahid, 'Ata', As-Suddi, Qatadah, Muqatil bin 
Hayan, Ath-Thawri and others. This Ayah is like the Ayah in which Allah tells us how Ibrahim 
prayed for his family, 



(So fill some hearts among men with love towards them) 14:37 . There is no one among the 
Muslims who does not long to see the Ka' bah and perform Tawaf, people come to this spot 
from every corner of the world. 



(28. That they may witness things that are of benefit to them, and mention the Name of Allah 
on appointed days, over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them. Then eat thereof 
and feed therewith the poor having a hard time.) (29. Then let them complete their prescribed 
duties and perform their vows, and circumambulate the " Atiq House.) 

Hajj Brings benefits in this World and in the Hereafter 



(That they may witness things that are of benefit to them,) Ibn ' Abbas said, "Benefits in this 
world and in the Hereafter." Benefits of the Hereafter includes Allah's pleasure. Material 
benefits in this world include sacrificial animals and trade." This was also the view of Mujahid 
and others, that the benefits come in this world and in the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 



(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord) 2:198 



(and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days, over the beast of cattle that He has 
provided for them (for sacrifice).) Shu' bah and Hushaym narrated from Abu Bishr from Sa' id 
from Ibn 'Abbas, "The appointed days are the ten days (of Dhul-Hij j ah). Al-Bukhari narrated 
this with a disconnected chain in a manner denoting his approval of it. Something similar was 
narrated from Abu Musa AI-AslV ari, Mujahid, Qatadah, ' Ata', Sa" id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Ad- 
Dahhak, 'Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ibrahim An-Nakha'i. Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that 
the Prophet said: 

« » 

(No deeds are more virtuousthan deeds done on these days.) They said, "Not even Jihad for the 
sake of Allah" He said, 



» 



« 



(Not even Jihad for the sake of Allah, unless a man goes out risking himself and his wealth for 
the sake of Allah, and does not come back with anything.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 
* Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(There are no days that are greater before Allah or in which deeds are more beloved to Him 
than these ten days, so increase your Tahlil, Takbir, and Tahmid during these days.) Al-Bukhari 
said, "Ibn * Umar and Abu Hurayrah used to go out in the marketplace during the ten days and 
say Takbir, and the people would say Takbir when they said Takbir." These ten days include the 
day of ' Arafah. It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Qatadah said, "The Messenger of Allah 
was asked about fasting on the day of ' Arafah, and he said, R 



» 
« 

(I hope by Allah that it will be an expiation for the previous year and the coming year. ) These 
ten days include the day of An-Nahr (Sacrifice), which is the greatest day of Hajj, and it was 
recorded in a Hadith that it is the most virtousday to Allah. 



(over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them.) means, camels, cattle and sheep, as 
Allah explained in Surat Al-An' am: 



(eight pairs) 6:143 



(Then eat thereof and feed therewith the poor having a hard time.) It was recorded that when 
the Messenger of Allah offered his sacrifice, he commanded that part of each animal should be 
taken and cooked, and he ate some of the meat and drank some of the broth. 



(Then eat thereof) Hushaym narrated from Husayn, from Mujahid, "This is like the Ayat: 



(But when you finish the Ihram, you may hunt) 5:2 



(Then when the (Jumu' ah) Salah (prayer) is ended, you may disperse through the land) 
62:10 ." Thiswasthe view favored by Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir. 



(the poor having a hard time.) * Ikrimah said, "This means the one who is in desperate need 
whose poverty is apparent, and the poor person who is too proud to ask others for help." 
Mujahid said, "The one who does not stretch forth his hand (to ask for help)." 



(Then let them complete their prescribed duties) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "This means ending Ihram by shaving one's head, putting on one's ordinary clothes, 
trimming one's nails and so on." This was also reported from him by ' At a' and Mujahid. This was 
also the view of ' Ikrimah and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi. 



(and perform their vows,) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, this means any 
vows made about sacrificing a camel. 



(and circumambulate the 'Atiq House. ) Mujahid said, "This means the Tawaf which is 
obligatory on the day of Sacrifice." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hamzah said, "Ibn 'Abbas 
said to me: ' Have you read in Surat Al-Hajj where Allah says: 



(and circumambulate the 'Atiq House.) The end of rituals is the Tawaf around the 'Atiq 
House.'" I say, this is what the Messenger of Allah did. When he came back from Mina on the 
day of Sacrifice, he began with stoning the Jamrah, stoning it with seven pebbles, then he 
offered his sacrifice and shaved his head, then he departed and circumambulated the House." 
In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The people were commanded to end 
their visit to the Ka' bah by circumambulating the House, but menstruating women are exempt 
from this. 



(the ' Atiq House) the area from behind Al-Hijr, because this was originally part of the Ka' bah 
built by Ibrahim, but the Quraysh exculded it from the House (when they had to rebuild it) 
because they were short of funds. The Messenger of Allah included it in his Tawaf and said that 
it is part of the House. He did not acknowledge the two Shami corners, because they were not 
built precisely upon the original foundations of Ibrahim. Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri commented on the Ayah, 



(and circumambulate the 'Atiq House.) "Because it is the first House established for mankind." 
This was also the view of ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. It was recorded that ' Ikrimah 
said, "It was called Al-Bayt AI-' Atiq because it survived (U'tiqa) from the flood at the time of 
Nuh." Khusayf said, "It was called Al-Bayt AI-'Atiq because it was never conquered by any 
tyrant." 



(30. That and whoever honors the sacred things of Allah, then that is better for him with his 
Lord. The cattle are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to you. So shun the 
Rijs of the idols, and shun false speech.) (31. Hunafa' Lillah, not associating partners unto Him; 
and whoever assigns partners to Allah, 

The Reward for avoiding Sin 

Allah says: ' This is what We have commanded you to do in the rituals (of Hajj), and this is the 
great reward that the person who does that will gain.' 



(whoever honors the sacred things of Allah,) means, whoever avoids disobeying Him and does 
not transgress that which is sacred, and regards committing sin as a very serious matter, 



(then that is better for him with his Lord.) means, he will attain much good and a great reward 
for doing that. Just asthe one who does acts of obedience will earn a great reward, so too, the 
one who avoids sin will earn a great reward. 



Cattle are Lawful 



(The cattle are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to you.) means, 'We have 
made permissible for you all the An' am (cattle etc.),' and Allah has not instituted things like 
Bahirah or a Sa'ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham. 



(except those mentioned to you.) the prohibition of Al-Maytah, blood, the flesh of swine, and 
that on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering (that which has been 
slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, or has been slaughtered for idols) and that 
which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring 
of horns -- and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal -- unless you are able to 
slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub. This 
was the view of Ibn Jarir, who recorded it from Qatadah. 



The Command to shun Shirk and Lying 



(So shun the Rijisof the idols, and shun false speech.) From this it is clear what Ar-Rijs means, 
i.e., avoid the abomination, which means idols. Shirk is mentioned in conjunction with false 
speech, as in the Ayah: 



(Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) 
whether committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining 
partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah of which 
you have no knowledge".) 7:33 This includes bearing false witness. In the Two Sahihs it was 
reported from Abu Bakrah that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Shall I not tell you about the worst of major sins) We said, "Yes, Messenger of Allah." He 
said: 



» 

Associating others with Allah, ) 

He was (.disobeying one ? s parents 

: reclining, then he sat up and said 

« 

(and indeed giving false statements, and indeed bearing false witness...) and he kept on 
repeating it until we wished that he would stop." Imam Ahmad recorded that Khuraym bin Fatik 
Al-Asadi said, "The Messenger of Allah prayed As-Subh (Al-Fajr), and when he had finished, he 
stood up and said: 

« » 

(Bearing false witness is on a par with the association of others with Allah.) Then he recited 
this Ayah: 



(So shun the Rijsof the idols, and shun lying speech. Hunafa' Li 1 1 ah, not associating partners 
unto Him;) 



(Hunafa' Lillah) means, sincerely submitting to Him Alone, shunning falsehood and seeking the 
truth. Allah says: 



(not associating partners unto Him;) Then Allah gives a likeness of the idolator in his 
misguidance and being doomed and being far away from true guidance, and says: 



(and whoever assigns partners to Allah, it is as if he had fallen from the sky,) meaning, 



(the birds caught him in midair,) 



(or the wind had thrown him to a far off place.) means, remote and desolate, dangerous for 
anyone who lands there. Hence it says in the Hadith of Al-Bara': 

» 



« 



(When the angels of death take the soul of the disbeliever in death, they take his soul up to the 
heaven, but the gates of heaven are not opened for him; on the contrary, his soul is thrown 
down from there.) Then he recited this Ayah. The Hadith has already been quoted in our 
explanation of Surah Ibrahim. Allah gives another parable of the idolators in Surat Al-An'am, 
where He says: 



(Say: "Shall we invoke others besides Allah, that can do us neither good nor can harm us, and 
shall we turn back on our heels after Allah has guided us -- like one whom the Shaya tin have 
made to go astray in the land in confusion, his companions calling him to guidance (saying): 
" Come to us.'" Say: "Verily, Allah's guidance is the only guidance.") 6:71 



(32. Thus it is, and whosoever honors the Sha* a'ir of Allah, then it is truly from the Taqwa of 
the hearts.) (33. In them are benefits for you for an appointed term, and afterwards they are 
brought for sacrifice to the ' Atiq House.) 

Explanation of the Udhiyyah and the Sha a'ir of Allah 



(and whosoever honors the Sha' a'ir of Allah,) means, His commands. 



(then it is truly from the Taqwa of the hearts.) This also includes obeying His commands in the 
best way when it comes to offering sacrifices, as Al-Hakam said narrating from Miqsam, from 
Ibn 'Abbas: "Honoring them means choosing fat, healthy animals (for sacrifice)." Abu Umamah 
bin Sahl said: "We used to fatten the Udhiyyah in Al-Madinah, and the Muslims used to fatten 
them." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. In Sunan Ibn Majah, it was recorded from Abu RafT 
that the Messenger of Allah sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned rams. Abu Dawud and Ibn 
Majah recorded from Jabir: "The Messenger of Allah sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned 
rams." It was said, "The Messenger of Allah commanded us to examine their eyes and ears, and 
not to sacrifice the Muqabilah, the Mudabirah, the Sharqa, nor the Kharqa'." This was recorded 
by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. As for the Muqabilah, it is 
the one whose ear is cut at the front, Mudabirah is the one whose ear is cut at the back, the 
Shurqa is the one whose ear is split, as Ash-Shafi" i said. The Kharqa' is the one whose ear is 
pierced with a hole. And Allah knows best. It was recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Four are not permitted for sacrifice: those that are obviously one-eyed, those that are 
obviously sick, those that are obviously lame and those that have broken bones, which no one 
would choose.) This was recorded by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi graded 
it Sahih. a 



The Benefits of the Sacrificial Camels 



(In them are benefits for you) meaning, in the Budn (sacrificial camels) you find benefits such 
astheir milk their wool and hair, and their use for riding. 



(In them are benefits for you for an appointed term,) Miqsam reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: 
"Until you decide to offer them as a sacrifice." It was recorded in the Two Sahihs from Anas 
that the Messenger of Allah saw a man driving his sacrificial camel and said, 

« » 

(Ride it.) The man said, "It is a sacrificial camel." He said, 

« » 

(Ride it, woe to you!) the second or third time. According to a report recorded by Muslim from 
Jabir, the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Ride it gently accor- ding to your needs.) 



(and afterwards they are brought for sacrifice to the 'Atiq House.) meaning, they are 
eventually brought to the ' Atiq House -- which isthe Ka' bah -- as Allah says: 



(an offering, brought to the Ka bah) 5:95 



(and detained the Hady, from reaching their place of sacrifice) 48:25 



(34. And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies, that they may mention the 
Name of Allah over the beast of cattle that He has given them for food. And your God is One 
God, so you must submit to Him Alone. And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin.) (35. Whose 
hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned, and the patient who bear whatever may 
befall them, and who perform the Salah, and who spend out of what We have provided for 
them.) 



Rites of Sacrifice have been prescribed for every Nation in the 

World 

Allah tells us that sacrifice and shedding blood in the Name of Allah has been prescribed for all 
nations. ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies,) "Festivals." ' Ikrimah said, 
"Sacrifices." 



(And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies,) Zayd bin Aslam said, "This 
means Makkah; Allah did not appoint religious ceremonies anywhere else for any nation." 



(that they may mention the Name of Allah over the beast of cattle that He has given them for 
food.) It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat Anas said, "The Messenger of Allah brought two 
fat, horned rams; he said Bismillah and Allahu Akbar, then he put his foot on their necks. 



(And your God is One God, so you must submit to Him Alone.) Your God is One, even though the 
Laws of the Prophets may vary and may abrogate one another. All of the Prophets called 
mankind to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): None has the 
right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me.) 21 :25 . Allah says: 



(so you must submit to Him Alone.) meaning, submit to His commands and obey Him in all 
sincerity. 



(And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin.) Mujahid said about Mukhbitin, "Those who find 
contentment in their faith." Ath-Thawri said, "Those who find contentment in their faith and 
who accept the decree of Allah and submit to Him." It is better to interpret it by what comes 
next, which is: 



(Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned,) meaning, their hearts fear Him. 



(and the patient who bear whatever may befall them) meaning, of afflictions. 



(and who perform the Sal ah,) they fulfill the duties which Allah has enjoined upon them, the 
duty of performing the obligatory prayers. 



(and who spend out of what We have provided for them.) the good provision which Allah has 
given them. They spend on their families and servants, and on the poor and needy; they treat 
people kindly while remaining within the limits set by Allah. This is in contrast to the 
hypocrites, who are the opposite of all this, as we have discussed in the Tafsir of Surah Bara'ah; 
to Allah be praise and blessings. 



(36. And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the symbols of Allah, wherein you 
have much good. So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for 
sacrifice). Then, when they are down on their sides (after slaughter), eat thereof, and feed the 
QanT and the IVLf tarr. Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.) 

The Command to slaughter the Budn (Sacrificial Camel) 

Here Allah reminds His servants of the blessing which He has bestowed on His servants, by 
creating the Budn for them and making them one of His symbols. For He has decreed that they 
should be brought to His Sacred House; indeed, they are the best of that which may be offered 
as a sacrifice to Allah, as He says: 



(Violate not the sanctity of the Sha' a'ir of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the animals 
brought for sacrifice, nor the garlanded people or animals, and others, nor the people coming 
to the Sacred House) 5:2 



(And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the symbols of Allah,) Ibn Jurayj said: 
"Ata' commented on this Ayah, x Cattle and camels.'" A similar view was also reported from Ibn 
' Umar, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Mujahid said: "Al-Budn means camels." 
According to Muslim, Jabir bin 'Abdullah and others said, "The Messenger of Allah commanded 
us to share in offering the sacrifice, a Budn (camel) for seven people, and one cow for seven 
people." 



(wherein you have much good. ) means, reward in the Hereafter. 



(So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for sacrifice).) It 
was reported from Al-Muttalib bin ' Abdullah bin Hantab that Jabir bin " Abdullah said, "I prayed 
with the Messenger of Allah on 'Id Al-Adha. When he finished, he brought a ram and 
slaughtered it, saying, 



» 



« 



(Bismillah, and Allahu Akbar. Allah, this is on behalf of me and anyone of my Ummah who has 
not offered a sacrifice.) This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. Muhammad 
bin Ishaq recorded from Yazid bin Abi Habib from Ibn 'Abbas that Jabir said, "The Messenger of 
Allah sacrificed two rams on the day of * Id, and when he lay them down to sacrifice them, he 
said: 



» 



« 



(I turn my face to the One Who created the heavens and the earth, being true and sincere in 
faith submitting myself to Him Alone, and I am not of the idolators. Verily, my prayer, my 
sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that exists for, with no partner 
or associate for Him. Thus am I commanded, and I am the first of the Muslims. Allah, from 
You and to You, on behalf of Muhammad and his Ummah.) Then he said, ' Bismillah' and " Allahu 
Akbar' and slaughtered them." It was reported from Al i bin Al-Husayn from Abu RafT that 
when the Messenger of Allah wanted to offer a sacrifice, he would buy two fat, horned, fine 
rams. When he had prayed and addressed the people, he would bring one of them to where he 
was standing in the prayer place, and would sacrifice it himself with a knife, then he would 
say: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, this is on behalf of all of my Ummah, whoever bears witness of Tawhid of You and 
bears witness that I have conveyed.) Then he would bring the other ram and sacrifice it 
himself, and say, 



« » 



(This is on behalf of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad.) He would give them to the poor 
and he and his family would eat from it as well. This was recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Majah. Al- 
A' mash narrated from Abu Zabiyan from Ibn ' Abbas, 



(So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for sacrifice). ) 
"When they are standing on three legs, with the left foreleg tied up. He says Bismillah and 
Allahu Akbar, La ilaha illallah, Allahumma Minka wa Laka (In the Name of Allah and Allah is 
Most Great; there is no God but Allah. Allah, from You and to You)." In the Two Sahihs it was 
recorded that Ibn ' Umar came to a man who had made his camel kneel down in order to 
sacrifice it. He said, "Make it stand up fettered, (this is) the Sunnah of Abu Al-Qasim (i.e. the 
Prophet Muhammad )." 



(Then, when they are down on their sides,) Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "This 
means, when it has fallen to the ground." This was narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, and a similar 
view was narrated from Muqatil bin Hayyan. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 



(Then, when they are down on their sides,) "Meaning, when they have died." This is what was 
meant by the comment of Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid, for it is not permitted to eat from the 
sacrifice when it has been slaughtered until it has died and its movements have ceased. It was 
reported in a Marfu' Hadith: 

« » 

(Do not rush until you are sure that the animal is dead. ) Ath-Thawri narrated in his JamT that 
'Umar bin Al-Khattab said that, and he supported it with the Hadith of Shaddad bin ' Aws in 
Sahih Muslim: 



» 



« 

(Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things. If you kill, kill well; and if you slaughter, 
slaughter well. Let each one of you sharpen his blade and let him spare suffering to the animal 
he slaughters.) It was recorded that Abu Waqid Al-Laythi said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Whatever is cut from an animal while it is still alive is Maytah (dead flesh).) This was recorded 
by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih. 



(eat thereof, and feed QanT and the Mu" tarr...) This is a command which implies that this is 
permissible. AI-' Awfi reported that I bn ' Abbas said, "QanT is the one who is content with what 
he is given and he stays in his house, and the MuMarr is the one who comes to you and rubs 
shoulders with you so that you will give him some meat, but he does not ask for it. " This was 
also the view of Mujahid and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi. 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "QanT is the one who is too proud to ask, and Mu' tarr is the one who does 
ask." This was also the view of Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Mujahid, according to one 
report narrated from him. And the opposite was also suggested. This Ayah has been quoted as 
evidence by those scholars who said that the sacrifice should be divided into three: a third for 
the one who offers the sacrifice to eat from, a third to be given as gifts to his friends, and a 
third to be given in charity to the poor, because Allah says: 



(eat thereof, and feed the poor who does not ask, and the beggar who asks.) But there is no 
evidence in this Ayah for this view. According to a Sahih Hadith, the Messenger of Allah said to 
the people: c 



» 



« 



(I used to forbid you to keep the meat of the sacrifice for more than three days, but now eat 
from it and keep it as you see fit.) According to another report: 



« » 

(Eat some, keep some and give some in charity.) According to another report: 

« » 

(Eat some, feed others, and give some in charity.) As for the animal skins, it was recorded in 
Musnad Ahmad from Qatadah bin An-Nif man in the Hadith about the sacrifice: 



» 



« 



(Eat and give in charity, and make use of the skins, but do not sell them.) (Note) It was 
recorded that Al-Bara' bin " Azib said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The first thing that we should do on this day of ours f Id) is to pray, then we return and offer 
the sacrifice. Whoever does that will have followed our Sunnah. Whoever slaughters his animal 
before the prayer, this is just meat which he has brought for his family, it is not a sacrifice at 
all.) This was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). And in Sahih Muslim, it is mentioned that 
one is not to offer the sacrifice until the Imam (leader) has offered his. It is prescribed to offer 
the sacrifice on the day of Nahr and the following three days of Tashriq, because of the Hadith 
of Jubayr bin Muf im who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(The days of Tashriq are all (for) sacrifice.) This was recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Hibban. 



(Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.) means, for this reason. 



(Thus have We made them subject to you) means, 'We have subjugated them to you, i.e., We 
have made them submissive towards you, so that if you wish you can ride them, or if you wish 
you can milk them, or if you wish you can slaughter them,' as Allah says: 



(Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so 
that they are their owners.) 36:71 until He said: 



(Will they not then be grateful) 36:73 And Allah says in this Ayah: 



(Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.) 



(37. It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it isTaqwa from you that 
reaches Him. Thus have We made them subject to you that you may proclaim Allah's greatness 
for His guidance to you. And give glad tidings to the doers of good.) 



The Goal of the Udhiyyah (Sacrifice) according to Allah is the 
Sincerity and Taqwa of His Servant 

Allah says: this sacrifice is prescribed for you so that you will remember Him at the time of 
slaughter, for He is the Creator and Provider. Nothing of its flesh or blood reaches Him, for He 
has no need of anything other than Himself. During the time of Jahiliyyah, when they offered 
sacrifices to their gods, they would put some of the meat of their sacrifices on their idols, and 
sprinkle the blood over them. But Allah says: 



(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah,) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 
Jurayj said, "The people of the Jahiliyyah used to put the meat of their sacrifices and sprinkle 
the blood on the House, and the Companions of the Messenger of Allah said, "We have more 
right to do that." Then Allah revealed the words: 



(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is Taqwa from you that 
reaches Him.) That is what He will accept and reward for, as mentioned in the Sahih, 



» 



« 



(Allah does not look to your appearance or your colors, but He looks to your hearts and deeds.) 
And in the Hadith; (Indeed charity falls in the Hand of Ar-Rahman before it falls in the hand of 
the one asking.) 



(Thus have We made them subject to you) meaning, 'for this purpose We have subjugated the 
Budn for you,' 



(that you may proclaim Allah's greatness for His guidance to you.) means, that you may glorify 
Him for guiding you to His religion and His way which He loves and is pleased with, and has 
forbidden you to do all that He hates and rejects. 



(And give glad tidings to the doers of good.) means, " give good news, Muhammad, to those 
who do good,' i.e., whose deeds are good and who remain within the limits prescribed by Allah, 
who follow that which has been prescribed for them, who believe in the Messenger and follow 
that which he has conveyed from his Lord. 

(Note) The Udhiyyah is Sunnah Mustahabbah One animal is sufficient on behalf of all the 
members of one household. Ibn * Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah continued to offer 
sacrifice for ten years." This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi. Abu Ayyub said: "At the time of the 



Messenger of Allah , a man would sacrifice a sheep on behalf of himself and all the members of 
his household, and they would eat from it and feed others, until the people started boasting 
by sacrificing more than one and things reached the stage that you see now." This was 
recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih, and by Ibn Majah. 'Abdullah bin Hisham used to 
sacrifice one sheep on behalf of his entire family; this was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Concerning 
how old the sacrificial animal should be, Muslim recorded from Jabir that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Do not sacrifice any but mature animals, and if that is not possible, then sacrifice a young 
sheep.) 



(38. Truly, Allah defends those who believe. Verily, Allah likes not any treacherous ingrate.) 

Good News of Allah's Defence for the Believers 

Here Allah tells us that He defends His servants who put their trust in Him and turn to Him in 
repentance; He protects them from the the worst of evil people and the plots of the sinners; 
He protects them, guards them and supports them, as He tells us elsewhere: 



(Is not Allah sufficient for His servant) 39:36 



(And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish 
his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things) 65:3 . 



(Verily, Allah likes not any treacherous ingrate) means, He does not like any of His servants 
who bear these characteristics, i.e., treachery in covenants and promises whereby a person 
does not do what he says, and ingratitude is to deny the blessings, whereby one does not 
acknowledge or appreciate them. 



(39. Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) who are fought against, because they 
have been wronged; and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.) (40. Those who have been 
expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah." For had it not 
been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another, Sawami' , Biya' , Salawat, and 
Masjids, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would surely have been pulled down. 
Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.) 

Permission to fight; this is the first Ayah of Jihad 

AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This was revealed about Muhammad and his 
Companions, when they were expelled from Makkah." Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others among 
the Salaf, such as Ibn 'Abbas, ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Zayd bin Aslam, Muqatil bin Hayan, 
Qatadah and others said, "This is the first Ayah which was revealed about Jihad." Ibn Jarir 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When the Prophet was driven out of Makkah, Abu Bakr said, 
'They have their Prophet. Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return; surely 
they are doomed.'" Ibn ' Abbas said, "Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) fought against, because they have been 
wronged; and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.)" Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "Then I knew that there would be fighting." Imam Ahmad added: "Ibn 'Abbas said, 
'This was the first Ayah to be revealed concerning fighting.'" This was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i in the Book of Tafsir of their Sunans. At-Tirmidhi said: "It is a Hasan 
Hadith." 



(and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.) means, He is able to grant victory to His 
believing servants without any fighting taking place, but He wants His servants to strive their 
utmost in obeying Him, as He says: 



(So, when you meet those who disbelieve, strike necks till when you have killed and wounded 
many of them, then bind a bond firmly. Thereafter either for generosity, or ransom, until war 
lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have 
punished them. But (He lets you fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those who 
are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set 
right their state. And admit them to Paradise which He has made known to them.) 47:4-6 



(Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them, and give 
you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people, and remove the anger of 
their (believers') hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All-Knowing, 
All-Wise.) 9:14-15 



(And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive hard and the patient, and We shall 
test your facts.) 47:31 . And there are many similar Ayat. Ibn 'Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(and surely, Allah is able to give them (believers) victory.) "And this is what He did." Allah 
prescribed Jihad at an appropriate time, because when they were in Makkah, the idolators 
outnumbered them by more than ten to one. Were they to engage in fighting at that time, the 
results would have been disastrous. When the idolators went to extremes to persecute Muslims, 
to expel the Prophet and resolving to kill him; when they sent his Companions into exile here 
and there, so that some went to Ethiopia and others went to Al-Madinah; when they settled in 
Al-Madinah and the Messenger of Allah joined them there, and they gathered around him and 
lent him their support, and they had a place where Islam prevailed, and a stronghold to which 
they could retreat; then Allah prescribed Jihad against the enemy, and this was the first Ayah 
to be revealed for it. Allah said: 



(Permission (to fight) is given to those fought against, because they have been wronged; and 
surely, Allah is able to give them victory. Those who have been expelled from their homes 
unjustly) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said; "They were driven out of Makkah to Al- 
Madinah unjustly, i.e., Muhammad and his Companions." 



(only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah.") means, they had not done anything to their people 
or committed any wrongs against them, apart from the fact that they believed in the Oneness 
of Allah and they worshipped Him Alone, with no partner or associate. But for the idolators, 
this was the worst of sins, as All ah says: 



(and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you believe in Allah, your Lord! 
60:1 . Then Allah says: 



(For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another,) meaning, were 
it not for the fact that He repels one people by means of another, and restrains the evil of 
people towards others by means of whatever circumstances He creates and decrees, the earth 
would have been corrupted and the strong would have destroyed the weak. 



(Sawamr surely have been pulled down) means the small temples used by monks. This was the 
view of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Abu AI-'Aliyah, ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak and others. Qatadah said, 
"This refers to the places of worship of the Sabians;" according to another report, he said, "The 
Sawamr of the Zo roast r i an s." Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "These are houses along the roads." 



(Biya' .) These are larger than the Sawamr and accommodate more worshippers; the Christians 
also have these. This was the view of Abu AI-' Aliyah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Sakhr, Muqatil 
bin Hayyan, Khusayf and others. Ibn Jubayr reported from Mujahid and othersthat this referred 
to the synagogues of the Jews which are known to them as Salut. And Allah knows best. 



(Salawat) AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Salawat means churches." 'Ikrimah, Ad- 
Dahhak and Qatadah said that it referred to the synagogues of the Jews. Abu Al-' Aliyah and 
others said, "Salawat refers to the places of worship of the Sabians." Ibn Abi Najih reported 
that Mujahid said, "Salawat refers to places of worship of the People of the Book and of the 
people of Islam along the roads." Masjids belong to the Muslims. 



(wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much,) It was said that the pronoun refers to Masjids, 
because this isthe closest of the words mentioned. Ad-Dahhak said, "In all of them the Name of 
Allah is often mentioned." Ibn Jarir said, "The correct view is that the monasteries of the 
monks, the churches of the Christians, the synagogues of the Jews and the Masjids of the 
Muslims, in which the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would have been destroyed -- because 
this is the usual usage in Arabic." Some of the scholars said, "This is a sequence listing the 
smallest to the greatest, because the Masjids are more frequented by more worshippers who 
have the correct intention and way." 



(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).) This is like the Ayah: 



(0 you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will help you, and make your 
foothold firm. But those who disbelieve, for them is destruction, and (Allah) will make their 
deeds vain.) 47:7-8 



(Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All -Mighty.) Allah describes Himself as being AII-9rong and All- 
Mighty. By His strength He created everything and measured it exactly according to its due 
measurements; by His might nothing can overpower Him or overwhelm Him, rather everything 
is humbled before Him and is in need of Him. Whoever is supported by the All-Strong, the All- 
Mighty, is indeed supported and helped, and his enemy will be overpowered. Allah says: 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily, 
would be made triumphant, and that Our soldiers! They verily, would be the victors.) 37:171- 
173 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
isAII-Powerful, All-Mighty.) 58:21 



(41. Those who, if We give them power in the land, establish the Salah, enforce the Zakah, and 
they enjoin the good and forbid the evil. And with Allah rests the end of (all) matters.) 



The Duties of the Muslims when They attain Power 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that " Uthman bin x Affan said, "The Ayah: 



(Those who, if We give them power in the land, (they) establish the Salah, enforce the Zakah, 
and they enjoin the good and forbid the evil.) was revealed concerning us, for we had been 
expelled from our homes unjustly only because we said: 'Our Lord is Allah.' Then we were 
given power in the land, so we established regular prayer, paid the Zakah, enjoined what is 
good and forbade what is evil, and with Allah rests the end of (all) matters. This is about my 
companions and I." Abu AI-' Aliyah said, "They were the Companions of Muhammad ." As-Sabah 
bin Suwadah Al-Kindi said, "I heard ' Umar bin " Abdul-' Aziz give a speech and say: 



(Those who, if We give them power in the land....) Then he said, "This is not obligatory only for 
those who are in authority, it also applies to those who are governed by them. Shall I not tell 
you what you can expect from your governor, and what duties those who are ruled owe to him 
Your rights over your governor are that he should check on you with regard to your duties 
towards Allah and restore the rights that you have over one another, and that he should guide 
you to the straight path as much as possible. Your duties towards him are that you should obey 
him without cheating and without resentment, and you should obey him both in secret and 
openly." " Atiyah AI-' Awfi said, "This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession to (the present rulers) in the land) 24:55 . 



(And with Allah reststhe end of (all) matters.) This is like the Ayah: 



(And the good end is for those who have Taqwa) 28:83 . Zayd bin Aslam said: 



(And with Allah rests the end of (all) matters.) "And with Allah will be the reward for what they 
did." 



(42. And if they deny you, so did deny before them the people of Nuh, ' Ad and Thamud.) (43. 
And the people of Ibrahim and the people of Lut,) (44. And the dwellers of Madyan; and denied 
was Musa. But I granted respite to the disbelievers for a while, then I seized them, and how 
(terrible) was My punishment!) (45. And many a township did We destroy while they were given 
to wrongdoing, so that it lie in ruins, and a deserted well and castle Mashid!) (46. Have they 
not traveled through the land, and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears 
wherewith to hear Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in 
the breast st hat grow blind.) 



The Consequences for the Disbelievers 



Here Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad for the disbelief of those among his people who 
opposed him. 



(And if they deny you, so did deny before them the people of Nuh) until His saying, 



(and denied was Musa.) means, despite all the clear signs and evidence that they brought. 



(But I granted respite to the disbelievers for awhile,) means, ' I delayed and postponed.' 



(then I seized them, and how (terrible) was My punishment!) means, ' how great was My 
vengeance against them and My punishment of them!' In the Two Sahihs it is reported from Abu 
Musa that the Prophet said: 

« » 

(Allah lets the wrongdoer carry on until, when He seizes him, He will never let him go.) Then 
he recited: 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the towns while they are doing wrong. 
Verily, His punishment is painful (and) severe.) 11:102 Then Allah says: 



(And many a township did We destroy) 



(while they were given wrongdoing,) meaning, they were rejecting their Messengers. 



(so that it lie in ruins,) Ad-Dahhak said, " Leveled to their roofs," i.e., their houses and cities 
were destroyed. 



(and (many) a deserted well) means, they draw no water from it, and no one comesto it, after 
it had been frequented often by crowds of people. 



(and a castle Mashid!) ' Ikrimah said, "This means whitened with plaster." Something similar was 
narrated from Al i bin Abi Talib, Mujahid, ' Ata', Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Al-Mulayh and Ad- 
Dahhak. Others said that it means high and impenetrable fortresses. All of these suggestions 
are close in meaning and do not contradict one another, for this sturdy construction and great 
height did not help their occupants or afford them any protection when the punishment of 
Allah came upon them, as He says: 



("Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if you are in Buruj Mushayyadahl") 
4:78 



(Have they not traveled through the land,) means, have they not traveled in the physical sense 
and also used their minds to ponder That is sufficient, as Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya said in his book At- 
Tafakkur wal-Ttibar, "Some of the wise people said, 'Give life to your heart with lessons, 
illuminate it with thought, kill it with asceticism, strengthen it with certain faith, remind it of 
its mortality, make it aware of the calamities of this world, warn it of the disasters that life 
may bring, show it how things may suddenly change with the passing of days, tell it the stories 
of the people of the past, and remind it what happened to those who came before.'" Walk 
through their ruins, see what they did and what became of them, meaning, look at the 
punishments and divine wrath that struck the nations of the past who belied, 



(and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear) meaning, let them 
learn a lesson from that. 



(Verily, it is not the eyesthat grow blind, but it isthe hearts which are in the breaststhat grow 
blind.) means, the blind person is not the one whose eyes cannot see, but rather the one who 
has no insight. Even if the physical eyes are sound, they still cannot learn the lesson. 



(47. And they ask you to hasten on the torment! And Allah fails not His promise. And verily a 
day with your Lord is as a thousand years of what you reckon.) (48. And many a township did I 
give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then I seized it (with punishment). And to Me is 
the (final) return (of all).) 



The Disbelievers Demand for the Punishment 

Allah tells His Prophet : 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment!) meaning, these disbelievers who disbelieve in 
Allah and His Book and His Messenger and the Last Day. This is like the Ayat: 



(And (remember) when they said: "0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then rain down 
stoneson usfrom the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") 8:32 H 



(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana (our punishment) before the Day of Reckoning!' 
38:16 . 



(And Allah fails not His promise.) means, His promise to bring about the Hour and wreak 
vengeance upon His enemies, and to honor His close friends. 



(And verily a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of what you reckon. ) means, He does 
not hasten, for what is counted as a thousand years with His creation is as one day with Him, 
and He knows that He is able to exact revenge and that He will not miss a thing, even if He 
delays and waits and postpones. Hence He then says: 



(And many a township did I give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then I seized it (with 
punishment). And to Me is the (final) return (of all).) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The poor among the Muslims will enter Paradise half a day before the rich -- five hundred 
years.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i from the Hadith of Ath-Thawri from 
Muhammad bin ' Amr. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Abu Dawud recorded at the end of Book 
of Al-Malahim in hisSunan from Sa'd bin Abi Waqqasthat the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(I hope that it will not be too much for my Ummah if Allah delays them for half a day.) It was 
said to Sa' d, "What does half a day mean" He said, "Five hundred years." 



(49. Say: "0 mankind! I am (sent) to you only as a plain warner.") (50. So those who believe and 
do righteous good deeds, for them is forgiveness and Rizq Karim.) (51. But those who strive 
against Our Ayat to frustrate them, they will be dwellers of the Hellfire.) 



The Recompense of the Righteous and the Unrighteous 

Allah said to His Prophet , when the disbelievers asked him to hasten on the punishment for 
them: 



(Say: "0 mankind! I am (sent) to you only as a plain warner.") meaning, 'Allah has sent me to 
you to warn you ahead of the terrible punishment, but I have nothing to do with your 
reckoning. Your case rests with Allah: if He wills, He will hasten on the punishment for you; 
and if He wills, He will delay it for you. If He wills he will accept the repentance of those who 
repent to Him; and if He wills, He will send astray those who are decreed to be doomed. He is 
the One Who does whatsoever He wills and wants and chooses. 



(There is none to put back His judgement and He is swift at reckoning.) 13:41 



(I am (sent) to you only as a plain warner. So those who believe and do righteous good deeds, 
means, whose hearts believe and whose actions confirm their faith. 



(for them is forgiveness and Rizq Karim. ) means, forgiveness for their previous bad deeds, and 
a great reward in return for a few good deeds. Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said, "When you 
hear Allah's saying: 



(Rizq Karim) this means Paradise." 



(But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them,) Mujahid said, "To discourage people 
from following the Prophet ." This was also the view of 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr, "to 
discourage." Ibn ' Abbas said, "To frustrate them meansto resist the believers stubbornly." 



(they will be dwellers of the Hellfire.) This refers to the agonizingly hot Fire with its severe 
punish- ment, may Allah save usfrom it. Allah says: 



(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add torment 
to the torment because they used to spread corruption) 16:88 



(52. Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you but when he did recite (the 
revelation or narrated or spoke), Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in his recitation (of the 
revelation). But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in. Then Allah establishes His 
revelations. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise:) (53. That He (Allah) may make what is thrown 
in by Shaytan atrial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose hearts are hardened. And 
certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition far-off (from the truth).) (54. And that those 
who have been given knowledge may know that it (this Qur'an) is the truth from your Lord, so 
that they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with humility. And verily, 
Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the straight path.) 

How the Shaytan threw some Falsehood into the Words of the 
Messengers, and how Allah abolished that 

At this point many of the scholars of Tafsir mentioned the story of the Gharaniq and how many 
of those who had migrated to Ethiopia came back when they thought that the idolators of the 
Quraysh had become Muslims, but these reports all come through Mursal chains of narration 
and I do not think that any of them may be regarded as Sahih. And Allah knows best. Al-Bukhari 
said, "Ibn " Abbas said, 



(in his recitation (of the revelation).) "When he spoke, the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) into 
his speech, but Allah abolished that which the Shaytan threw in." 



(Then Allah establishes His revelations.) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(when he did recite (the revelation), Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in it) "When he spoke, 
the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) into his speech." Mujahid said: 



(when he did recite) "When he spoke." It was said that it refers to his recitation, whereas, 



(but they trust upon Amani) means they speak but they do not write. Al-Baghawi and the 
majority of the scholars of Tafsir said: 



(he did recite) "Reciting the Book of Allah. 



(Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in it) "In his recitation." Ad-Dahhak said: 



(when he did recite) "When he recited." Ibn Jarir said, "This comment is more akin to 
interpretation." 



(But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in.) The meaning of the word Naskh in Arabic is 
to remove or lift away. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means, Allah 
cancels out that which the Shaytan throws in." 



(And Allah is All-Knower,) means, He knows all matters and events that will happen, and 
nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 



(All-Wise.) means, in His decree, creation and command, He has perfect wisdom and absolute 
proof, hence He says: 



(That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan a trial for those in whose hearts is a 
disease) meaning, doubt, Shirk, disbelief and hypocrisy. Ibn Jurayj said: 



(those in whose hearts is a disease) "The hypocrites, and 



(and whose hearts are hardened.) means the idolators. 



(And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition far-off.) means, far away in misguidance, 
resistance and stubbornness, i.e., far from the truth and the correct way. 



(And that those who have been given knowledge may know that it is the truth from your Lord, 
so that they may believe therein,) means, 'so that those who have been given beneficial 
knowledge with which they may differentiate between truth and falsehood, those who believe 
in Allah and His Messenger, may know that what We have revealed to you isthe truth from your 
Lord, Who has revealed it by His knowledge and under His protection, and He will guard it from 
being mixed with anything else.' Indeed, it isthe Wise Book which, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise (Allah).) 41:42 



(so that they may believe therein,) means, that they may believe that it is true and act upon 
it. 



(and their hearts may submit to it with humility.) means, that their hearts may humble 
themselves and accept it. 



(And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the straight path.) means, in this world 
and in the Hereafter. In this world, He guidesthem to the truth and helpsthem to follow it and 
to resist and avoid falsehood; in the Hereafter, He will guide them to the straight path which 
leads to the degrees of Paradise, and He will save them from the painful torment and the 
dismal levels of Hell. 



(55. And those who disbelieved, will not cease to be in doubt about it until the Hour comes 
suddenly upon them, or there comes to them the torment of Yawm 'Aqim.) (56. The 
sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will judge between them. So those who 
believed and did righteous good deeds will be in Gardens of Delight.) (57. And those who 
disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, for them will be a humiliating torment (in Hell).) 

The Disbelievers will remain in Doubt and Confusion 

Allah tells us that the disbelievers will remain in doubt concerning this Qur'an. This was the 
view of Ibn Jurayj and was the view favored by Ibn Jarir. 



(until the Hour comes suddenly upon them,) Mujahid said: "By surprise." Qatadah said: 



(suddenly) means, the command of Allah will catch the people unaware. Allah never seizes a 
people except when they are intoxicated with pride, enjoying a life of luxury, and they think 
that the punishment will never come upon them, but Allah does not punish anyone except the 
evildoers. 



(or there comes to them the torment of Yawm 'Aqim.) Mujahid said, "Ubay bin Ka' b said: 
' Yawm ' Aqim means the day of Badr."' * Ikrimah and Mujahid said: "Yawm ' Aqim means the Day 
of Resurrection, following which there will be no night." This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak 
and Al -Hasan Al-Basri. Allah says: 



(The sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will judge between them.) This is like the 
Ayat: 



(The Only Owner of the Day of Recompense) 1:4 



(The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), belonging to the Most Gracious 
(Allah), and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.) 25:26 



(So those who believed and did righteous good deeds) means, their hearts believed in Allah and 
His Messenger , and they acted in accor- dance with what they knew; their words and deeds 
were in harmony. 



(in Gardens of Delight.) means, they will enjoy eternal bliss which will never end or fade away. 



(And those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat,) means, their hearts rejected and denied the 
truth; they disbelieved in it and resisted the Messengers and were too proud to follow them, e 



(for them will be a humiliating torment. ) means, in recompense for arrogantly turning away 
from the truth. 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) 40:60 



(58. Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah 
will provide a good provision for them. And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those 
who make provision.) (59. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be 
well-pleased, and verily, Allah indeed is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.) (60. That is so. And 
whoever has retaliated with the like of that which he was made to suffer, and then has again 
been wronged, Allah will surely help him. Verily, Allah indeed is Oft -Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.) 

The Great Reward for Those Who migrate in the Cause of Allah 

Allah tells us that those who migrate for the sake of Allah, seeking to earn His pleasure and 
that which is with Him, leaving behind their homelands, families and friends, leaving their 
countries for the sake of Allah and His Messenger to support His religion, then they are killed, 
i.e., in Jihad, or they die, i.e., they pass away without being involved in fighting, they will 
have earned an immense reward. As Allah says: 



(And whosoever leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and His Messenger, and death 
overtakes him, his reward isthen surely incumbent upon Allah) 4:100 



(surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them.) means, He will reward them from His 
bounty and provision in Paradise with that which will bring them joy. 



(And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who make provision. Truly, He will make 
them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased,) This means Paradise, as Allah 
says elsewhere: 



(Then, if he be of those brought near (to Allah), rest and provision, and a Garden of Delights.) 
56:88-89 . Allah tells us that He will grant him rest and provision and a Garden of Delights, as 
He tells us here: 



(surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them.) Then He says: 



(Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased, and verily, 
Allah indeed is All-Knowing,) meaning, He is All-Knowing about those who migrate and strive in 
Jihad for His sake and who deserve that (reward). 



(Most Forbearing,) means, He forgives and overlooks their sins, and He accepts as expiation for 
their sins, their migration (Hijrah) and their putting their trust in Him. Concerning those who 
are killed for the sake of Allah, whether they are Muhajirs (migrants) or otherwise, they are 
alive with their Lord and are being provided for, as Allah says: 



(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their 
Lord, and they have provision) 3:169 . There are many Hadiths on this topic, as stated 
previously. With regard to those who die for the sake of Allah, whether they are emigrants or 
not. This Ayah and the Sahih Hadiths guarantee that they will be well provided for and that 
Allah will show them kindness. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Shurahbil bin As-Smt said: "We 
spent a long time besieging a stronghold in the land of the Romans. Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah 
be pleased with him, passed by me and said, ' I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 

(Whoever dies guarding the borders of Islam, Allah will give him a reward like that reward (of 
martyr) and will provide for him and keep him safe from trials. Recite, if you wish: (Those who 
emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah will provide a 
good provision for them. And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who make 
provision. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased, 
and verily, Allah indeed is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing))" He also recorded that * Abdur- 
Rahman bin Jahdam Al-Khawlani was with Fadalah bin " Ubayd when they accompanied with 
two funerals, at (an island of) sea one of whom had been struck by a catapult, and the other 
had passed away. Fadalah bin " Ubayd sat by the grave of the man who had passed away and 
someone said to him, "Are you neglecting the martyr and not sitting by his grave" He said, "I 
would not mind which of these two graves Allah would resurrect me from, for Allah says: 



(Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah will 
provide a good provision for them.)" And he recited these two Ayat, then said, "What should I 
seek, you servant, if I were to enter an entrance to His pleasure, and be provided good 
provisions By Allah, I would not mind which of these two graves Allah would resurrect me 
from." 



(That is so. And whoever has retaliated with the like of that which he was made to suffer....) 
Muqatil bin Hayan and Ibn Jurayj mentioned that this was revealed about a skirmish in which 
the Companions encountered some of the idolators. The Muslims urged them not to fight during 



the Sacred Months, but the idolators insisted on fighting and initiated the aggression. 3d the 
Muslims fought them and Allah granted them victory. 



(Verily, Allah indeed is Oft-Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving.) 



(61. That is because Allah merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night. 
And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) (62. That is because Allah - He is the Truth, and what 
they invoke besides Him, it is false. And verily, Allah -- He is the Most High, the Most Great.) 

The Creator and Controller of this World is Allah 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator Who directs the affairs of His creation as He wills. He tells 
us: 



(Say: "O Allah! Possessor of the power, You give power to whom You will, and You take power 
from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You 
will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are able to do all things. You make the night to 
enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night, You bring the living out of 
the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth and sustenance to 
whom You will, without limit.) 3:26-27 The meaning of "merging" the night into the day and 



the day into the night is that the one encroaches upon the other, and vice versa. Sometimes 
the night is long and the day is short, as in winter, and sometimes the day is long and the night 
is short, as in summer. 



(And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) He hears what His servants say, and He sees them, 
nothing about them or their movement is hidden from Him whatsoever. When Allah tells us that 
He is controlling the affairs of all that exists, and that He judges, and there is none to reverse 
His judgement, He says: 



(That is because Allah -- He is the Truth,) meaning, the true God, besides Whom no one 
deserves worship. He is the Possessor of the greatest sovereignty; whatever He wills happens 
and whatever He does not will does not happen. Everything is in need of Him and submits to 
Him. 



(and what they invoke besides Him, it is false.) meaning, the idols and false gods. Everything 
that is worshipped instead of Him - may He be exalted -- is false, because it can neither bring 
benefit nor cause harm. 



(And verily, Allah - He isthe Most High, the Most Great.) This is like the Ayat: 



(and He isthe Most High, the Most Great) 42:4 



(the Most Great, the Most High) 13:9 . Everything is subject to His might and power; there is 
no God except Him and no Lord besides Him, because He is the Almighty and there is none 
mightier than He, the Most High and there is none higher than He, the Most Great and there is 
none greater than He. Exalted, sanctified, and glorified be He far above all that the evildoers 
say. 



(63. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and then the earth becomes green 
Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) (64. To Him 
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. And verily, Allah -- He is Rich, 
Worthy of all praise.) (65. See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on the earth, 
and the shipsthat sail through the sea by Hiscommand He withholdsthe heaven from falling on 
the earth except by His leave. Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of kindness, Most Merciful.) (66. 
It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life. Verily, 
man is indeed Kafurun.) 



Signs of the Power of Allah 

This is a further sign of His might and power; that he sends the winds to drive the clouds which 
deliver rain to the barren land where nothing grows, land which is dry, dusty and desiccated. 



(but when We send down water on it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells) 22:5 



(and then the earth becomes green) This indicates the sequence of events and how everything 
follows on according to its nature. This is like the Ayah: 



(Then We made the Nutfah into a clot , then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh) 
23:14 . It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat between each stage there are forty days. Allah's 
saying, 



(and then the earth becomes green) means, it becomes green after being dry and lifeless. It 
was reported from some of the people of Al-Hij az that the land turns green after rainfall. And 
Allah knows best. 



(Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) He knows what 
seeds are in the various regions of the earth, no matter how small they are. Nothing 
whatsoever is hidden from Him. Each of those seeds receives its share of water and begins to 
grow, as Luqman said: 



("0 my son! If it be equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, 
or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.) 
31:16 And Allah says: 



(...so they do not worship Allah, Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the 
earth.) 27:25 



(not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 6:59 



(And nothing is hidden from your Lord, the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or in the 
heaven. Not what is less than that or what is greater than that but it is (written) in a Clear 
Record.) 10:61 



(To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth.) He owns all things, and 
He has no need of anything besides Himself, everything is in need of Him and in a state of 
submission to Him. 



(See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on the earth,) animals, inanimate 
things, crops and fruits. This is like the Ayah: 



(And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth) 45:13 
meaning that all of this is a blessing and out of His kindness. 



(and the ships that sail through the sea by His command) That is because He subjugates it to 
them and makes it easy for them. In the raging sea with its tempestuous waves, the ships sail 
gently with their passengers and carry them wherever they want to go for trading and other 
purposes from one land to another, so that they bring goods from here to there, or vice versa, 
whatever people want or need. 



(He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His leave.) If He willed, He could 
give the sky permission to fall on the earth, and whoever is in it would be killed, but by His 
kindness, mercy and power, He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth, except by His 
leave. He says: 



(Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, even though they do 
wrong. As Allah says elsewhere: 



(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is severe in punishment) 13:6 . 



(It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life. Verily, 
man is indeed Kafurun.) This is like the Ayat: 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life. Then He will 
give you death, then again will bring you to life and then unto Him you will return.) 2:28 , 



(Say: "Allah gives you life, then causes you to die, then He will assemble you on the Day of 
Resurrection about which there is no doubt.") 45:26 , 



(They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us life twice!") 
40:11 So how can you set up rivals to Allah and worship others besides Him when He is the 
One Who is independent in His powers of creation, provision and control of the existence 



(It is He, Who gave you life,) means, He gave you life after you were nothing, and brought you 
into existence. 



(and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life.) means, on the Day of 
Resurrection. 



(Verily, man is indeed Kafurun.) meaning, denying. 



(67. For every nation We have made Mansak which they must follow; so let them not dispute 
with you on the matter, but invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the straight 
guidance.) (68. And if they argue with you, say: "Allah knows best of what you do.") (69. "Allah 
will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein you used to differ.") 



Every Nation has its Religious Ceremonies 

Allah tells us that He has made Mansak for every nation. Ibn Jarir said, "This means that there 
are Mansak for every Prophet's nation." He said, "The origin of the word Mansik in Arabic means 
the place to which a person returns repeatedly, for good or evil purposes. 3d the Manasik 
(rites) of Hajj are so called because the people return to them and adhere to them." If the 
phrase "For every nation We have ordained religious ceremonies" means that every Prophet's 
nation has its religious ceremonies as ordained by Allah, then the phrase "Sb let them (the 
pagans) not dispute with you on the matter" refers to the idolators. If the phrase "For every 
nation We have ordained religious ceremonies" means that it is the matter of Qadar (divine 
decree), as in the Ayah, 



(For each nation there is a direction to which they face) 2:148 Allah says here: 



(which they Nasikuh) meaning, which they must act upon. The pronoun here refers back to 
those who have these religious ceremonies and ways, i.e., they do this by the will and decree 
of Allah, so do not let their dispute with you over that divert you from following the truth. 
Allah says: 



(but invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the straight guidance.) i.e., a clear 
and straight path which will lead you to the desired end. This is like the Ayah: 



(And let them not turn you away from the Ayat of Allah after they have been sent down to you: 
and invite to your Lord) 28:87 



(And if they argue with you, say: "Allah knows best what you do.") This is like the Ayah: 



(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") 10:41 



(Allah knows best of what you do.) This is a stern warning and definite threat, as in the Ayah: 



(He knows best of what you say among yourselves concerning it! Sufficient is He as a witness 
between me and you!) 46: 8 . Allah says here: 



(Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein you used to 
differ.) This is like the Ayah: 



(So unto this then invite, and stand firm as you are commanded, and follow not their desires 
but say: "I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book.") 42:15 



(70. Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and on the earth Verily, it is (all) 
in the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) 



Allah tells us how perfect is His knowledge of His creation, and that 
He encompasses all that is in the heavens and on earth. 

Not even the weight of a speck of dust, or less than that or greater escapes His knowledge in 
the heavens or in the earth. He knows all things even before they happen, and He has written 
that in His Book, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz, as was reported in Sahih Muslim from ' Abdullah bin ' Amr, 
who said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Allah issued His decrees concerning the measurement and due proportion of the creatures fifty 
thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the 
water.) In the Sunan, it was reported from a group of the Companions that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The first thing that Allah created was the Pen. He said to it, "Write!" It said, "What should I 
write" He said, "Write what will happen," so the Pen wrote everything that will happen until the 
Day of Resurrection.) Allah says: 



(Verily, it is (all) in the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) 



(71. And they worship besides Allah others for which He has sent down no authority, and of 
which they have no knowledge; and for the wrongdoers there is no helper.) (72. And when Our 
clear Ayat are recited to them, you will notice a denial on the faces of the disbelievers! They 
are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite Our Ayat to them. Say: "Shall I tell 
you of something worse than that The Fire which Allah has promised to those who disbelieved, 
and worst indeed isthat destination!") 



The Idolators' worship of others besides Allah and Their vehement 

rejection of the Ayat of Allah 

Allah tells us that the idolators, in their ignorance and disbelief, worship besides Allah others 
which He has sent down no authority for, i.e., no proof or evidence for such behavior. This is 
like the Ayah: 



(And whoever calls upon, besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof; then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will not be successful.) 23:117 So 
Allah says here: 



(for which He has sent down no authority, and of which they have no knowledge;) meaning, 
they have no knowledge in the subject that they fabricate lies about; it is only something 
which was handed down to them from their fathers and ancestors, with no evidence or proof, 
and its origins lie in that which the Shaytan beautified for them and made attractive to them. 
Allah warned them: 



(and for the wrongdoers there is no helper.) meaning, no one to help them against Allah when 
He sends His punishment and torment upon them. Then Allah says: 



(And when Our clear Ayat are recited to them, ) means, when the Ayat of the Qur'an and clear 
evidence and proof for Tawhid of Allah are mentioned to them, and they are told that there is 
no god besides Allah and that the Messengers spoke the truth, 



(They are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite Our Ayat to them.) then they 
nearly attack and do harm to those who bring proof to them from the Qur'an, and cause them 
harm using their tongues and hands. 



(Say) Muhammad to these people, 



(Shall I tell you of something worse than that The Fire which Allah has promised to those who 
disbelieved,) The fire and wrath and torment of Allah are far worse than that with which you 
are trying to scare the believing close friends of Allah in this world. The punishment in the 
Hereafter for these deeds of yours is worse than that what you claim you want to do to the 
believers. 



(and worst indeed is that destination!) how terrible is the Fire as a final destination and abode! 



(Evil indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in. ) 25:66 



(73. mankind! A parable has been made, so listen to it: Verily, those on whom you call 
besides Allah, cannot create a fly, even though they combine together for the purpose. And if 
the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it from the fly. So 
weak are the seeker and the sought.) (74. They have not regarded Allah with His rightful 
esteem. Verily, Allah isAII-9rong, All -Mighty.) 

The insignificance of the Idols and the foolishness of their 

Worshippers 

Here Allah points out the insignificance of the idols and the foolishness of those who worship 
them. 



(0 mankind! A parable has been made,) meaning, a parable of that which is worshipped by 
those who are ignorant of Allah and who join others as partners with Him. 



(so listen to it) pay attention and understand. 



(Verily, those on whom you call besides Allah, cannot create a fly, even though they combine 
together for the purpose.) Even if all the idols and false gods whom you worship were to come 
together to create a single fly, they would not be able to do that. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah recorded the Marfu' report: 

( ) » 

« 

("Who does more wrong than one who tries to create something like My creation Let them 
create an ant or a fly or a seed like My creation!") This was also recorded by the authors of the 
Two Sahihs via ' Umarah from Abu Zuf ah from Abu Hurayrah, who said that the Prophet said: a 



» 



« 



(Allah says: "Who does more wrong than one who tries to create (something) like My creation 
Let them create an ant, let them create a grain of barley.") Then Allah says: 



(And if the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it from the 
fly.) They are unable to create a single fly and, moreover, they are unable to resist it or take 
revenge against it if it were to take anything from the good and perfumed thing on which it 
lands. If they wanted to recover that, they would not be able to, even though the fly is the 
weakest and most insignificant of Allah's creatures. Allah says: 



(So weak are the seeker and the sought.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "The seeker is the idol and the 
sought is the fly." This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is what is apparent from the 
context. As-Suddi and others said, "The seeker is the worshipper, and the sought is the idol." 
Then Allah says: 



(They have not regarded Allah with His rightful esteem.) meaning, they have not recognized 
the might and power of Allah when they wor- ship alongside Him those who cannot even ward 
off a fly, because they are so weak and incapable. 



(Verily, Allah is AII-9rong, All-Mighty.) means, He is the All-Strong Who, by His might and 
power, created all things. 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him) 
30:27 



(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful. Verily, He it is Who begins and 
repeats.) 85:12-13 



(Verily, Allah is the Provider, Owner of power, the Most 9rong.) 51:58 



(All-Mighty) means, He has subjugated and subdued all things, and there is none that can resist 
Him or overcome His might and power, and He is the One, the Subduer. 



(75. Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) 
(76. He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. And to Allah return all matters.) 



Allah chooses Messengers from the Angels and Messengers from 

Mankind 

Allah tells us that He chooses Messengers from His angels as He wills by His law and decree, and 
He chooses Messengers from mankind to convey His Message. 



(Verily, Allah is Ail-Hearer, All-Seer.) means, He hears all that His servants say, and He sees 
them and knows who among them is deserving of that, as He says: 



(Allah knows best with whom to place His Message) 6:124 



(He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. And to Allah return all matters.) He 
knows what will happen to His Messengers and the Message He sent them with, for none of 
their affairs are hidden from Him. He says: 



("The All-Knower of the Ghayb (Unseen), and He reveals to none His Ghayb.") 72:26 until His 
saying; 



(and He keeps count of all things.) 72:28 So He, may He be glorified, is guarding them, and is 
Witness to what is said about them. He is protecting them and supporting them. 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, 
then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind) 5:67 . 



(77. you who believe! Bow down, and prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord and do 
good that you may be successful.) (78. And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive. 
He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship: it is the religion of your 
father Ibrahim. He has named you Muslims both before and in this (Qur'an), that the Messenger 
may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind! So, perform the Salah, give the 
Zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is your Mawla, what an Excellent Mawla and what an Excellent 
Helper!) 

The Command to worship Allah and engage in Jihad 

It was reported from * Uqbah bin ' Amir that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Surat Al-Hajj has been blessed with two Sajdahs, so whoever does not prostrate them should 
not read them.) 



(And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive.) means, with your wealth and your 
tongues and your bodies. This is like the Ayah: 



(Have Taqwaof Allah as is His due.) 3:102 



(He has chosen you,) means, ' Ummah of Islam , Allah has selected you and chosen you over 
all other nations, and has favored you and blessed you and honored you with the noblest of 
Messengers and the noblest of Laws.' 



(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) He has not given you more than you can 
bear and He has not obliged you to do anything that will cause you difficulty except that He has 
created for you away out. So the Salah, which is the most important pillar of Islam after the 
two testimonies of faith, is obligatory, four Rak* ahs when one is settled, which are shortened 
to two Rak' ah when one is traveling. According to some Imams, only one Rak* ahs is obligatory 
at times of fear, as was recorded in the Hadith. A person may pray while walking or riding, 
facing the Qiblah or otherwise. When praying optional prayers while traveling, one may face 
the Qiblah or not. A person is not obliged to stand during the prayer if he is sick; the sick 
person may pray sitting down, and if he is not able to do that then he may pray lying on his 
side. And there are other exemptions and dispensations which may apply to the obligatory 
prayers and other duties. So the Prophet said: 

« » 

(I have been sent with the easy Hanifi way.) And he said to IVh/ adh and Abu Musa, when he 
sent them as governors to Yemen: 

« » 

(Give good news and do not repel them. Make things easy for the people and do not make the 
things difficult for them.) And there are many similar Hadiths. Ibn ' Abbas said concerning the 
Ayah, 



(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship), "This means difficulty." 



(It isthe religion of your father Ibrahim. ) Ibn Jarir said, "This refers back to the Ayah, 



(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) meaning, any difficulty." On the contrary, 
He has made it easy for you, like the religion of your father Ibrahim. He said, "It may be that it 
means: adhere to the religion of your father Ibrahim." I say: This interpretation of the Ayah is 
like the Ayah: 



(Say: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim, 
aHanif) 6:161 



(He has named you Muslims both before and in this (Qur'an),) Imam ' Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak 
said, narrating from Ibn Jurayj, frorrTAta', from Ibn Abbas: concerning Allah's saying, 



(He has named you Muslims before) "This refers to Allah, may He be glorified." This was also 
the view of Mujahid, ' Ata', Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Qatadah. Mujahid 
said, "Allah named you Muslims before, in the previous Books and in Adh-Dhikr, 



(and in this) means, the Qur'an." This was also the view of others, because Allah says: 



(He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) Then He urged them to 
follow the Message which His Messenger brought, by reminding them that this was the religion 
of their father Ibrahim. Then He mentioned His blessings to this Ummah, whereby He 
mentioned them and praised them long ago in the Books of the Prophets which were recited to 
the rabbis and monks. Allah says: 



(He has named you Muslims both before) meaning, before the Qur'an, 



(and in this.) Under the explanation of this Ayah, An-Nasa'i recorded from Al-Harith Al-Asrf ari 
from the Messenger of Allah , who said: 

« » 

(Whoever adopts the call of Jahiliyyah, will be one of those who will crawl on their knees in 
Hell.) A man said, "0 Messenger of Allah, even if he fasts and performs Salah" He said, 



» 



« 



(Yes, even if he fasts and performs Salah. So adopt the call of Allah whereby He called you 
Muslims and believers and servants of Allah.) 



(that the Messenger may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind!) means, 
MhusWe have made you a just and fair nation, the best of nations, and all other nations will 
testify to your justice. On the Day of Resurrection you will be, 



(witnesses over mankind),' because on that Day all the nations will acknowledge its leadership 
and its precedence over all others. Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection the testimony of the 
members of this community will be accepted as proof that the Messengers conveyed the 
Message of their Lord to them, and the Messenger will testify that he conveyed the Message to 
them. 



(So perform the Salah, give Zakah) means, respond to this great blessing with gratitude by 
fulfilling your duties towards Allah, doing that which He has enjoined upon you and avoiding 
that which He had forbidden. Among the most important duties are establishing regular prayer 
and giving Zakah. Zakah is a form of beneficence towards Allah's creatures, whereby He has 
enjoined upon the rich to give a little of their wealth to the poor each year, to help the weak 



and needy. We have already mentioned its explanation in the Ayah of Zakah in Surat At- 
Tawbah (9:5). 



(and hold fast to Allah.) means, seek the help and support of Allah and put your trust in Him, 
and get strength from Him. 



(He is your Mawla,) meaning, He is your Protector and your Helper, He is the One Who will 
cause you to prevail against your enemies. 



(what an Excellent Mawla and what an Excellent Helper!) He is the best Mawla and the best 
Helper against your enemies. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hajj . May Allah bless our 
Prophet Muhammad and his family and Companions, and grant them peace; may Allah honor 
and be pleased with the Companions and those who follow them in truth until the Day of 
Resurrection. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mu'minun 

(Chapter - 23) 
Which was Revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Successful indeed are the believers.) (2. Those who with their Salah are KhashT un.) (3. And 
those who turn away from Al-Laghw.) (4. And those who pay the Zakah.) (5. And those who 
guard their private parts.) (6. Except from their wives or their right hand possessions, for then, 
they are free from blame.) (7. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the 
transgressors.) (8. Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their covenants are 
Ra* un.) (9. And those who strictly guard their Salawat.) (10. These are indeed the heirs. ) (11. 
Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell therein forever.) 



The Success is for the believers whose qualities are described here 



(Successful indeed are the believers) means, they have attained victory and are blessed, for 
they have succeeded. These are the believers who have the following characteristics: 



(Those who with their Salah are KhashT un.) * Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said: 



"(KhashT un) means those with fear and with tranquillity." This was also narrated from Mujahid, 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Az-Zuhri. It was reported from 'Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that Khushu* means the Khushu' of the heart. This was also the view of Ibrahim An- 
Nakha' i. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Their Khushu' was in their hearts." So they lowered their gaze 
and were humble towards others. Khushu' in prayer is only attained by the one who has 
emptied his heart totally, who does not pay attention to anything else besides it, and who 
prefers it above all else. At that point it becomes a delight and a joy for eyes, as in the Hadith 
recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasa'i from Anas, who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Fragrance and women have been made dear to me, and Salah was made the joy of my eye.) 



(And those who turn away from Al-Laghw.) refers to falsehood, which includes Shirk and sin, 
and any words or deeds that are of no benefit. As Allah says: 



(And if they pass by Al-Laghw, they pass by it with dignity) 25:72 . Qatadah said: "By Allah, 
there came to them from Allah that which kept them away from that (evil)." 



(And those who pay the Zakah.) Most commentators say that the meaning here is the Zakah 
that is paid on wealth, even though this Ayah was revealed in Makkah, and Zakah was ordained 
in Al-Madinah in the year 2 H. The apparent meaning is that the Zakah that was instituted in Al- 
Madinah is the one based upon the Nusub and the specific amounts, apart from which it seems 
that the basic principle of Zakah was enjoined in Makkah. As Allah says in Surat Al-An' am, 
which was also revealed in Makkah: 



(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, ) 6:141 It could be that what is meant 
here by Zakah is purification of the soul from Shirk and filth, as in the Ayah: 



(Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself (Zakkaha). And indeed he fails who corrupts himself.) 
91:9-10 It could be that both meanings are intended, purification of the soul and of one's 
wealth, because that is part of the purification of the soul, and the true believer is one who 
pays attention to both matters. And Allah knows best. 



(And those who guard their private parts. Except from their wives and their right hand 
possessions, for then, they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those 
are the transgressors.) means, those who protect their private parts from unlawful actions and 
do not do that which Allah has forbidden; fornication and homosexuality, and do not approach 
anyone except the wives whom Allah has made permissible for them or their right hand 
possessions from the captives. One who seeks what Allah has made permissible for him is not to 
be blamed and there is no sin on him. Allah says: 



(they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that) meaning, other than a wife or slave 
girl, 



(then those are the transgressors.) meaning , aggressors. 



(Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their covenants) When they are entrusted 
with something, they do not betray that trust, but they fulfill it, and when they make a 
promise or make a pledge, they are true to their word. This is not like the hypocrites about 
whom the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The signs of the hypocrite are three: when he speaks he lies, when he makes a promise he 
breaks it, and when he is entrusted with something he betraysthat trust.) 



(And those who strictly guard their Salawat.) means, they persistently offer their prayers at 
their appointed times, as Ibn Mas' ud said: "I asked the Messenger of Allah , ' O Messenger of 
Allah, which deed is most beloved to Allah' He said, 



« » 

(Prayer at the appointed time.) I said, 'Then what' He said, 

« » 

(Kindness to one's parents. ) I said, ' Then what' He said, 

« » 

(Jihad in the way of Allah.) It was recorded in the Two Sahihs. Qatadah said: "At the fixed 
times, with the proper bowing and prostration." Allah begins and ends this list of praiseworthy 
qualities with Salah, which is indicative of its virtue, asthe Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(Adhere to righteousness, you will never be able encompass it all. Know that the best of your 
deeds is Salah. None will preserve his Wuddu' except the believer.) Having described them with 
these praiseworthy characteristics and righteous deeds, Allah then says: 



(These are indeed the heirs. Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell therein forever.) It was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(If you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask him for Al-Firdaws, for it is the highest part of Paradise, 
in the middle of Paradise, and from it spring the rivers of Paradise, and above it is the (Mighty) 



Throne of the Most Merciful.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There is not one among you who does not have two homes, a home in Paradise and a home in 
Hell. If he dies and enters Hell, the people of Paradise will inherit his home, and this is what 
Allah said: (These are indeed the heirs.) Ibn Jurayj narrated from Layth from Mujahid: 



(These are indeed the heirs.) "The believers will inherit the homes of the disbelievers because 
they were created to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. 3d when these believers 
did what was enjoined on them of worship, and the disbelievers neglected to do that which 
they were commanded to do and for which they had been created, the believers gained the 
share that they would have been given if they had obeyed their Lord. Indeed, they will be 
given more than that as well." This is what was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu Burdah, 
from his fat her, from the Prophet who said: 



» 



« 



(Some of the Muslims will come on the Day of Resurrection with sins like mountains, but Allah 
will forgive them and put (their burden of sin) on the Jews and Christians.) According to 
another version: the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When the Day of Resurrection comes, Allah will appoint for every Muslim a Jew or Christian, 
and it will be said, "This is your ransom from the Fire.") " Umar bin ' Abd AI-' Aziz asked Abu 
Burdah to swear by Allah besides Whom there is no other God, three times, that his father told 
him that from the Prophet , and he swore that oath. I say: this Ayah is like Allah's saying: 



(Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to those of Our servants who have 
hadTaqwa.) 19:63 



(This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds which you 
used to do.) 43:72 



(12. And indeed We created man out of an extract of Tin.) (13. Thereafter We made him a 
Nutfah in a safe lodging.) (14. Then We made the Nutfah into a clot, then We made the clot 
into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We 
clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So Blessed is 
Allah, the Best of creators.) (15. After that, surely you will die.) (16. Then (again), surely you 
will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection.) 



The Sign of Allah in the progressive creation of Man from Clay then 

from Nutfah and thereafter 

Allah tells us how He initially created man from an extract of Tin. This was Adam, peace be 
upon him, whom Allah created from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. Ibn Jarir said, 
"Adam was called Tin because he was created from it." Qatadah said, "Adam was created from 



Tin." This is the more apparent meaning and is closer to the context, for Adam, upon him be 
peace, was created from a sticky Tin, which is a sounding clay of altered black smooth mud, 
and that is created from dust, as All ah says: 



(And among His signs is this that He created you (Adam) from dust, and then -- behold you are 
human beings scattered!) 30:20 Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musathat the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(Allah created Adam from a handful which He picked up from throughout the earth, so the sons 
of Adam came forth accordingly, red and white and black and in between, evil and good and in 
between.) Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded something similar. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Sahih 
Hasan. " 



(Thereafter We made him a Nutfah.) Here the pronoun refers back to humankind, as in another 
Ayah: 



(and He began the creation of man from clay. Then He made his offspring from semen of 
despised water.) 32:7,8 meaning, weak, as He says: 



(Did We not create you from a despised water Then We placed it in a place of safety.) 77:20- 
21 meaning the womb, which is prepared and readily equipped for that, 



(For a known period. So We did measure; and We are the Best to measure) 77:22-23 meaning, 
for a known period of time, until it is established and moves from one stage to the next. Allah 
says here, 



(Then We made the Nutfah into a clot,) meaning, 'then We made the Nutfah, which is the 
water gushing forth that comes from the loins of man, i.e., his back, and the ribs of woman, 
i.e., the bones of her chest, between the clavicle and the breast. Then it becomes a red clot, 
like an elongated clot.' ' Ikrimah said, "This is blood." 



(then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh,) which is like a piece of flesh with no shape 
or features. 



(then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones,) meaning, 'We gave it shape, with a 
head, two arms and two legs, with its bones, nerves and veins.' 



(then We clothed the bones with flesh,) meaning, 'We gave it something to cover it and 
strengthen it.' 



(and then We brought it forth as another creation.) means, 'then We breathed the soul into it, 
and it moved and became a new creature, one that could hear, see, understand and move. 



(So Blessed is All ah, the Best of creators.) 



(and then We brought it forth as another creation. ) AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"We change it from one stage to another until it emerges as an infant, then it grows up through 
the stages of being a child, adolescent, youth, mature man, old man and senile man." Imam 
Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that ' Abdullah -- Ibn Mas' ud -- said, "The Messenger of Allah , 
the Truthful One, told us: 

» 



« 



(The creation of anyone of you is gathered for forty days in his mother's stomach as a Nutfah, 
then he becomes a clot for a similar period of time, then he becomes a little lump of flesh for 
a similar length of time. Then the angel is sent to him and he breathes the soul into it, and 
four things are decreed: his provision, his life-span, his deeds, and whether he will be 
wretched or blessed. By the One besides Whom there is no other god, one of you may do the 
deeds of the people of Paradise until there is no more than a forearm's length between him and 
it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do the deeds of the people of Hell and thus 
enter Hell. And a man may do the deeds of the people of Hell until there is no more than a 
forearm's length between him and it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do finally 



the deeds of the people of Paradise and thus enter Paradise.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim. 



(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.) means, when Allah mentions His ability and subtlety 
in creating this Nutfah and taking it from stage to stage until it takes the shape of a perfectly 
formed human being, He says, 



(So Blessed is All ah, the Best of creators.) 



(After that, surely you will die.) means, after first being created from nothing, you will 
eventually die. 



(Then (again), surely you will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection.) means, you will be 
created anew. 



(and then Allah will bring forth the creation of the Hereafter) 29:20 means, the Day of 
Return, when the souls will be restored to their bodies and all of creation will be brought to 
account. Everyone will be rewarded or punished according to his deeds -- if they are good then 
he will be rewarded, and if they are bad then he will be punished. 



(17. And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, and We are never unaware of the 
creation.) 



His Sign in the creation of the Heavens 

After mentioning the creation of man, Allah then mentions the creation of the seven heavens. 
Allah often mentions the creation of the heavens and earth alongside the creation of man, as 
He says elsewhere: 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind) 
40:57 . A similar Ayah appears at the beginning of Surat As-Sajdah, which the Messenger of 
Allah used to recite on Friday mornings. At the beginning it mentions the creation of the 
heavens and earth, then it says how man was created from semen from clay, and it also 
discussesthe resurrection and rewards and punishments, and other matters. 



(seven Tara'iq.) Mujahid said, "This meansthe seven heavens." This is like the Ayat: 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him) 17:44 



(See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above another) 71:15 



(It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof. His command 
descends between them (heavens and earth), that you may know that Allah has power over all 
things, and that Allah surrounds all things in (His) knowledge) 65:12 Similarly, Allah says here: 



(And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, and We are never unaware of the 
creation.) meaning, Allah knows what goes into the earth and what comes out of it, what 



comes down from heaven and what goes up into it. He is with you wherever you are, and Allah 
sees what you do. No heaven is hidden from Him by another and no earth is hidden from Him by 
another. There is no mountain but He knows its features, and no sea but He knows what is in 
its depths. He knows the numbers of what is in the mountains, the hills, the sands, the seas, 
t he I andscapes and t he t rees. 



(And not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor 
anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 6:59 



(18. And We sent down from the sky water in measure, and We gave it lodging in the earth, and 
verily, We are able to take it away.) (19. Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of 
date palms and grapes, wherein is much fruit for you, and whereof you eat.) (20. And a tree 
that springs forth from Tur Sinai, that grows oil, and relish for the eaters.) (21. And verily, in 
the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which is in their bellies. 
And there are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat.) (22. And on them, 
and on ships you are carried.) 



Allah's Signs and Blessings in the Rain, Vegetation, Trees and Cattle 



Allah mentions His innumerable blessings to His servants, whereby He sends down rain in due 
measure, meaning, according to what is needed, not so much that it damages the lands and 
buildings, and not so little to be insufficient for crops and fruits, but whatever is needed for 
irrigation, drinking and other benefits. If there is a land that needs a lot of water for its 
irrigation but its fertile soil would be carried away if rain fell on it, then Allah sends water to it 
from another land, as in the case of Egypt, which is said to be a barren land. Allah sends the 
water of the Nile to it, which brings red soil from Ethiopia when it rains there. The water 
brings the red soil which is used to irrigate the land of Egypt, and whatever of it is deposited is 
used for agriculture, because the land of Egypt is infertile, and most of it is sand. Glory be to 
the Subtle One, the All-Knowing, the Most Merciful, the Forgiving. 



(and We gave it lodging in the earth,) means, 'when the water comes down from the clouds, 
We cause it to settle in the earth, and We cause the earth to absorb it and the seeds etc. in 
the earth to be nourished by it.' 



(and veriiy, We are able to take it away.) means, 'if We wanted to cause it not to rain, We 
could do so; if We wanted to divert it towards the wilderness and wastelands, We could do so; 
if We wanted to make it salty so that you could not benefit from it for drinking or irrigation, 
We could do so; if We wanted to cause it not to be absorbed by the earth, but to remain on the 
surface, We could do so; if We wanted to make it go deep underground where you would not be 
able to reach it and you could not benefit from it, We could do so.' But by His grace and mercy, 
He causes sweet, fresh water to fall on you from the clouds, then it settles in the earth and 
forms springs and rivers, and you use it to irrigate your crops and fruits, and you drink it and 
give it to your livestock and cattle, and you bathe and purify yourselves with it. To Him is due 
the praise and thanks. 



(Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of date palms and grapes,) means, 'from 
that which We send down from the sky, We bring forth for you gardens and orchards which look 
beautiful.' 



(of date palms and grapes,) These were the kinds of gardens that were known to the people of 
the Hijaz, but there is no difference between a thing and its counterpart. The people of each 
region have fruits which are the blessing of Allah given to them, and for which they cannot 
properly thank Allah enough. 



(wherein is much fruit for you,) means, of all fruits. As Allah says elsewhere: 



(With it the rain He causes to grow for you the crops, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, 
and every kind of fruit) 16:11 . 



(and whereof you eat.) This implies that you look at its beauty, wait for it to ripen, then eat 
from it. 



(And a tree that springs forth from Tur Snai,) means the olive tree. Tur means a mountain. 
Some of the scholars said, "It is called Tur if there are trees on it, and if it is bare it is called 
Jabal, not Tur. And Allah knows best. Mount Snai is the same as Tur Snin, and it is the 
mountain on which Allah spoke to Musa bin ' Imran, peace be upon him, and in the surrounding 
mount ainsthere are olive trees. 



(that grows oil,) Some scholars think it linguistically means that it brings forth oil. Others say 
it linguistically means "comes forth with oil." Allah said, 



(and relish) meaning a condiment, according to Qatadah. 



(for the eaters. ) means, it contains a beneficial oil and condiment. ' Abd bin Humayd recorded 
in his Musnad and Tafsir from ' Umar that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Eat (olive) oil as a condiment and apply it as oil, for it comes from a blessed tree.) It was 
recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. Allah's saying; 



(And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which is 
in their bellies. And there are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat. And 
on them and on ships you are carried), Here Allah mentions the benefits He has given to His 
servants in cattle, for they drink their milk which comes out from between dung and blood, 
they eat their meat and clothe themselves with their wool and hair, they ride on their backs 
and carry heavy burdens on them to far away lands, as Allah says: 



(And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to 
yourselves. Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 16:7 



(Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so 
that they are their owners. And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them they 
have for riding and some they eat. And in them there are benefits for them, and drink. Will 
they not then be grateful) 36:71-73 



(23. And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have 
no other God but Him. Will you not then have Taqwa") (24. But the chiefs of his people who 
disbelieved said: "He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself 
superior to you. Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels. Never did we hear 
such a thing among our fathers of old.") (25. "He is only a man in whom is madness, so wait for 
him a while.") 



The Story of Nuh, Peace be upon Him; and his people 

Allah tells us about Nuh, peace be upon him, whom He sent him to his people to warn them of 
the severe punishment of Allah and His severe vengeance on those who associated partners 
with Him, defied His commands and disbelieved His Messengers: 



(and he said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Will you not then 
have Taqwa") Meaning, "Do you not fear Allah when you associate others in worship with Him" 
The chiefs or leaders of his people said: 



(He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself superior to you.) 
meaning, " he is putting himself above you and trying to make himself great by claiming to be a 
Prophet, but he is a human being like you, so how can he receive revelation when you do not' 



(Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels.) meaning, 'if Allah had wanted to 
send a Prophet, He would have sent an angel from Him, not a human being. We have never 
heard of such a thing -- i.e., sending a man to our forefathers' -- their predecessors in times 
past. 



(He is only a man in whom is madness,) means, ' he is crazy in his claim that Allah has sent him 
and chosen him from among you to receive revelation.' 



(so wait for him a while.) means, ' wait until he dies, put up with him until you are rid of him. 



(26. He said: "0 my Lord! Help me because they deny me.") (27. &>, We revealed to him: 
"Construct the ship under Our Eyes and under Our revelation. Then, when Our command comes, 
and (water) gushes forth from the oven, take on board of each kind two, and your family, 
except those thereof against whom the Word has already gone forth. And address Me not in 
favor of those who have done wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned.") (28. "And when you 
have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: 'All the praise be to Allah, 
Who has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers.") (29. "And say: ' My Lord! Cause me to 
land at a blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those who bring to land."') (30. Verily, 
in this, there are indeed Ayat, for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test.) 

Allah tells us that Nuh, peace be upon him, invoked his Lord to help 

him against his people, 

as Allah mentions in another Ayah: 



(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!") 54:10 . Here he 
says: 



(0 my Lord! Help me because they deny me.) At that point, Allah commanded him to build a 
boat and to make it strong and firm, and to carry therein of every kind two, i.e., a male and a 
female of every species of animals, plants and fruits etc. He was also to carry his family, 



(except those thereof against whom the Word has already gone forth.) meaning, those whom 
Allah had already decreed were to be destroyed. These were the members of his family who 
did not believe in him, such as his son and his wife. And Allah knows best. 



(And address Me not in favor of those who have done wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned.) 
means, 'when you witness the heavy rain falling, do not let yourself be overcome with 



compassion and pity for your people, or hope for more time for them so that they may believe, 
for I have decreed that they will be drowned and will die in their state of disbelief and 
wrongdoing.' The story has already been told in detail in Surah Hud, and there is no need to 
repeat it here. 



(And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: 'All the 
praise be to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers.') This is like the 
Ayah: 



(and has appointed for you ships and cattle on which you ride: In order that you may mount on 
their backs, and then may remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon, and say: 
"Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And 
verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!") 43:12-14 So, certainly, Nuh adhered to what he 
was commanded, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(And he said: "Embark therein: in the Name of Allah will be its (moving) course and its (resting) 
anchorage...") 11:41 So Nuh mentioned Allah at the beginning of his journey and at the end, 
and Allah said: 



(And say: ' My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those 
who bring to land.") 



(Verily in this, there are indeed Ayat,) means in this event, which isthe saving of the believers 
and the destruction of the disbelievers there are signs, i.e., clear evidence and proof that the 
Prophets speak the truth in the Message they bring from Allah, may He be exalted, and that 
Allah does what He wills, and He is able to do all things and knows all things. 



(for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test.) means, 'We try Our servants by means of 
sending the Messengers.' 



(31. Then, after them, We created another generation.) (32. And We sent to them a Messenger 
from among themselves (saying): "Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Will you not 
then have Taqwa") (33. And the chiefs of his people who disbelieved and denied the meeting in 
the Hereafter, and whom We had given the luxuries and comforts of worldly life, said: "He is no 
more than a human being like you, he eats of that which you eat, and drinks of what you 
drink.") (34. "If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, then verily, you indeed would 
be losers.") (35. "Does he promise you that when you have died and have become dust and 
bones, you shall come out alive") (36. "Far, very far is that which you are promised!") (37. 
"There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and we live! And we are not going to be 
resurrected!") (38. "He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah, and we are not going 
to believe in him.") (39. He said: "0 my Lord! Help me because they deny me.") (40. (Allah) 
said: "In a little while, they are sure to be regretful.") (41. 3d, the Sayhah overtook them in 
truth, and We made them as rubbish of dead plants. So, away with the people who are 
wrongdoers.) 



The Story of ' Ad or Thamud 

Allah tells usthat after the people of Nuh, He created another nation. It was said that this was 
'Ad, because they were the successors of the people of Nuh. Or it was said that they were 
Thamud, because Allah says: 



(So, the Sayhah overtook them in truth.) Allah sent to them a Messenger from among 
themselves, and he called them to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, but they 
belied him, opposed him and refused to follow him because he was a human being like them, 
and they refused to follow a human Messenger. They did not believe in the meeting with Allah 
on the Day of Resurrection and they denied the idea of physical resurrection. They said: 



(Does he promise you that when you have died and have become dust and bones, you shall 
come out alive (resurrected) Far, very far is that which you are promised!) meaning, very 
unlikely. 



(He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah,) meaning, 'in the Message he has 
brought to you, and his warnings and promise of resurrection.' 



(and we are not going to believe in him. He said: "0 my Lord! Help me because they deny me.") 
meaning, the Messenger prayed against his people and asked his Lord to help him against them. 
His Lord answered his prayer: 



((Allah) said: "In a little while, they are sure to be regretful.") meaning, 'for their opposition 
towards you and their stubborn rejection of the Message you brought to them.' 



(So, The Sayhah overtook them in truth,) meaning, they deserved that from Allah because of 
their disbelief and wrongdoing. The apparent meaning is that the Sayhah was combined with 
the furious cold wind, 



(Destroying everything by the command of its Lord! So they became such that nothing could be 
seen except their dwellings!) 46:25 



(and We made them as rubbish of dead plants.) means, they are dead and destroyed, like the 
scum and rubbish left by a flood, i.e., something insignificant and useless that is of no benefit 
to anyone. 



(So, away with the people who are wrongdoers.) As Allah's statement: 



(We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.) 43:76 means, who are wrongdoers 
because of their disbelief and stubborn opposition to the Messenger of Allah, so let those who 
hear this beware of disbelieving in their Messengers. 



(42. Then, after them, We created other generations.) (43. No nation can advance their term, 
nor can they delay it.) (44. Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time there came 
to a nation their Messenger, they denied him; so, We made them follow one another, and We 
made them as Ahadith. 3d, away with a people who believe not!) 

Mention of Other Nations Allah says: 



(Then, after them, We created other generations.) meaning, nations and peoples. 



(No nation can advance their term, nor can they delay it.) means, they are taken at the 
appropriate time, as decreed by Allah in His Book that is preserved with Him, before they were 
created, nation after nation, century after century, generation after generation, successors 
after predecessors. 



(Then We sent Our Messengers in succession.) Ibn " Abbas said, "(This means) following one 
another in succession." This is like the Ayah: 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid Taghut (all false deities)." Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were 
some upon whom the straying wasjustified) 16:36 . 



(Every time there came to a nation their Messenger, they denied him;) meaning the greater 
majority of them. This is like the Ayah: 



(Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at him.) 
36:30 



(so We made them follow one another,) means, " We destroyed them,' as Allah says: 



(And how many generations have We destroyed after Nuh!) 17:17 



(and We made them as Ahadith) meaning, stories and lessons for mankind, as Allah says 
elsewhere: 



(so, We made them astales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totally) 34:19 



=(45. Then We sent Musa and his brother Harun, with Our Ayat and manifest authority,) (46. To 
Fir' awn and his chiefs, but they behaved insolently and they were people self-exalting (by 
disobeying their Lord).) (47. They said: "Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and their 
people are obedient to us with humility!") (48. So, they denied them both and became of those 
who were destroyed.) (49. And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, that they may be guided.) 



The Story of Musa, Peace be upon Him; and Fir awn 

Allah tells us that He sent Musa, peace be upon him, and his brother Harun to Fir' awn and his 
chiefs with decisive evidence and definitive proof, but Fir' awn and his people were too 
arrogant to follow them and obey their commands because they were human beings, just as 
previous nations had denied the Message of the human Messengers. They were of a similar 
mentality, so Allah destroyed Fir' awn and his chiefs, drowning them all in one day. He 
revealed the Book to Musa, i.e., the Tawrah, in which were rulings, commands and 
prohibitions, after He had destroyed Fir' awn and the Egyptians and seized them with a 
punishment of the All-Mighty, All-Capable to carry out what He wills. After Allah revealed the 
Tawrah, Allah did not destroy any nation with an overwhelming calamity; instead, He 
commanded the believersto fight the disbelievers, as He says: 



(And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture as 
an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might remember.) 
28:43 



(50. And We made the son of Maryam and his mother as a sign, and We gave them refuge on a 
Rabwah, Dhat Qarar, and Ma' in.) 

' Isa and Maryam 



Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger ' Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon them both, and 
that He made them as a sign for mankind, i.e., definitive proof of His ability to do what He 
wills. For He created Adam without a father or a mother, He created Hawwa' from a male 
without a female, and He created ' Isa from a female without a male, but He created the rest 
of mankind from both male and female. 



(and We gave them refuge on high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing streams.) Ad- 
Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: "Ar-Rabwah isa raised portion of land, which is the best 
place for vegetation to grow." This was also the view of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr 
and Qatadah. Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Dhat Qarar)"A fertile place. 



(and Ma' in) means water running on the surface." This was also the view of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr and Qatadah. Mujahid said: "A level hill." Sa' id bin Jubayr said that 



(Dhat Qarar and Ma' in) means that water was flowing gently through it. Mujahid and Qatadah 
said: 



(and Ma' in ) "Running water." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib: 



(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in.) "It is Damascus." He said; 
"Something similar was also narrated from 'Abdullah bin Salam, Al-Hasan, Zayd bin Aslam and 
Khalid bin Ma' dan." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from 'Ikrimah from Ibn 'Abbas that this Ayah 
referred to the rivers of Damascus. Layth bin Abi Sulaym narrated from Mujahid that the words; 



(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah,) referred to ' Isa bin Maryam and his mother when 
they sought refuge in Damascus and the flat lands around it. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said: 



(on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in.), "It is Ramlah in Palestine." The most correct opinion on 
this matter is that which was reported by AI-" Awfi from Ibn 'Abbas, who said; 



(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in.) "Ma' in refers to running 
water, and is the river of which Allah mentioned: 



(your Lord has provided a water stream under you.)" 19:24 Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said; 



(on a high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing streams.) refers to Jerusalem. This -- 
and Allah knows best -- is the most apparent meaning, because it is mentio- ned in the other 
Ayah, and parts of the Qur'an explain other parts, so it is more appropriate to interpret it by 
another Ayah, then the Sahih Hadiths, then other reports. 



(51. Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. Verily, I am Wei I -Acquainted 
with what you do.) (52. And verily, this your religion is one religion, and I am your Lord, so 
have Taqwa.") (53. But they have broken their religion among them into sects, each group 
rejoicing in what is with it.) (54. 3d, leave them in their error for a time.) (55. Do they think 
that in wealth and children with which We prolong them) (56. We hasten unto them with good 
things. Nay, but they perceive not.) 



The Command to eat Lawful Food and to do Righteous Deeds 

Allah commands His servants and Messengers, peace be upon them all, to eat lawful food and 
do righteous deeds, which indicates that eating what is lawful helps one to do righteous deeds. 
The Prophets, peace be upon them, did this in the most perfect manner, and did all kinds of 
good deeds in words, actions, guidance and advice. May Allah reward them with good on behalf 
of the people. 



(Eat of the Tayyibat) Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, "This means lawful. In the Sahih it 
says: 

« » 

(There is no Prophet who was not a shepherd.) They asked, "And you, O Messenger of Allah" He 
said, 

« » 

(Yes, I used to tend the sheep of the people of Makkah for a few Qirats.) In the Sahih, it says: 

« » 

(Dawud, upon him be peace, used to eat from the earnings of his own hand.) It was recorded in 
Sahih Muslim, Jamr At-Tirmidhi and Musnad Al-lmam Ahmad -- from whom this version comes - 
- that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(0 people, Allah is Tayyib and only accepts that which is Tayyib, and Allah commands the 
believers as He had commanded the Messengers by saying: 



(0 Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. Verily, I am Wei I -Acquainted with 
what you do.) 23:51 and 



(0 you who believe! Eat of the Tayyibat that We have provided you with) 2:172 .) Then he 
mentioned how a man may travel on a long journey, dusty and unkempt, 

» 



« 

(and his food, drink and clothing are unlawful, and he has nourished himself with what is 
unlawful, and he extends his hands towards the sky, saying, " Lord, Lord!' -- how can his 
prayer be answered.) At-Tirmidhi said that it is "Hasan Gharib." 

The Religion of all the Prophets is Tawhid; and the Warning against 

splitting into different Groups 



(And verily, this your religion is one religion,) means, ' your religion, Prophets, is one religion 
and one group, which is the call to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate.' Allah 
said: 



(and I am your Lord, so have Taqwa.) We have already discussed this in Surat Al-Anbiya'. The 
phrase 



(one nation) is descriptive. 



(But they have broken their religion among them into sects,) the nations to whom Prophets 
were sent. 



(each group rejoicing in what is with it.) means, they rejoice in their misguidance because they 
think that they are rightly-guided. Allah says, threatening and warning: 



(So, leave them in their error) meaning their misguidance, 



(for a time.) means, until the appointed time of their destruction comes. This is like the Ayah: 



(So give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for a while.) 86:17 And Allah 
says: 



(Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them be preoccupied with (false) hope. They will come 
to know!) 15:3 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We prolong them, We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) means, 'do these deceived people think that 
what We give them of wealth and children is because they are honored and precious in Our 
sight No, the matter is not as they claim when they say, 



(We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.) 34:35 But this 
thinking is wrong, and their hopes will be dashed. We only give those things to them in order to 
make them go further (in sin) and to give them more time.' Allah says: 



(but they perceive not.) as He says elsewhere: 



(So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them 
with these things in the life of this world...) 9:55 



(We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness) 3:178 



(Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this Qur'an. We shall punish them gradually from 
directionsthey perceive not. And I will grant them a respite.) 68:44-45 



(Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely.) until His saying: 



(opposing) 74: 11-16 



(And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you nearer to Us, but only he who 
believes, and does righteous deeds. ..) 34:37 And there are many other Ayat which say similar 
things. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah has distributed your behavior to you just as He has distributed your provision. Allah 
gives the things of this world to those whom He loves and those whom He does not love, but He 
only gives religious commitment to those whom He loves. Whoever is given religious 
commitment by Allah is loved by Him. By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no servant truly 
submits until his heart and histongue submit, and he does not truly believe until his neighbor is 
safe from his harm.) They said, " What is his harm, Messenger of Allah' He said, 

» 



« 



(His wrongdoing and misbehavior. No person who earns unlawful wealth and spends it will be 
blessed in that; if he gives it in charity, it will not be accepted from him and if he leaves it 
behind (when he dies), it will be his provision in the Fire. Allah does not wash away an evil 
deed with another, but he washes away evil deeds with good deeds, for impurity cannot wash 
away with another impurity.)) 



(57. Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;) (58. And those who believe in the 
Ayat of their Lord;) (59. And those who join not anyone as partners with their Lord;) (60. And 
those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear, because they are sure to 
return to their Lord.) (61. It is these who hasten in the good deeds, and they are foremost in 
them.) 



Description of the People of Good Deeds 



(Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;) means, even though they have reached 
the level of Ihsan and have faith and do righteous deeds, they are still in awe of Allah and fear 
Him and His hidden plans for them, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The believer combines Ihsan with 
awe, while the disbelievers combine evil deeds with a sense of security." 



(And those who believe in the Ayat of their Lord;) means, they believe in His universal and 
legislative signs, as Allah says about Maryam, peace be upon her: 



(and she testified to the truth of the Words of her Lord, and His Scriptures) 66:12 , meaning 
that she believed that whatever existed was by the will and decree of Allah, and that whatever 
Allah decreed, if it was a command, it would be something that He liked and accepted; if it 
was a prohibition, it would be something that He disliked and rejected; and if it was good, it 
would be true. This is like the Ayah: 



(And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners with their Lord;) meaning, they do not 
worship anyone or anything else besides Him, but they worship Him Alone and know that there 
is no god except Allah Alone, the One, the Self -Sufficient Master, Who does not take a wife or 
have any offspring, and there is none comparable or equal unto Him. 



(And those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear, because they are sure 
to return to their Lord.) means, they give in charity, fearing that it may not be accepted from 
them because of some shortcoming or failure to meet the required conditions of giving. This 
has to do with fear and taking precautions, as Imam Ahmad recorded from ' A'ishah: I said: "0 
Messenger of Allah, 



(And those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear...) Are these the ones 
who steal and commit Zina and drink alcohol while fearing Allah" The Messenger of Allah 
replied: 

» 



« 



(No, daughter of Abu Bakr. daughter of As-9ddiq, the one who prays, fast and gives in 
charity, fearing Allah.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
something similar in which the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(No, daughter of As-9ddiq, they are the ones who pray and fast and give in charity while 
fearing that it will not be accepted from them, (It is these who hasten in the good deeds.)) 
This is also how Ibn 'Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka* b Al-Qurazi and Al-Hasan Al-Basri interpreted 
this Ayah. 



(62. And We task not any person except according to his capacity, and with Us is a Record 
which speaks the truth, and they will not be wronged.) (63. Nay, but their hearts are covered 
from this, and they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) (64. Until when We seize 
those of them who lead a luxurious life with punishment; behold, they make humble invocation 
with a loud voice. ) (65. Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be helped by Us.) 
(66. Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels.) (67. In 
pride, talking evil about it by night.) 



The Justice of Allah and the Frivolity of the Idolators 

Allah tells us of His justice towards His servants in this world, in that He does not task any 
person except according to his capacity, i.e., He does not burden any soul with more than it 
can bear. On the Day of Resurrection He will call them to account for their deeds, which He 
has recorded in a written Book from which nothing is omitted. He says: 



(and with Us is a Record which speaksthe truth,) meaning, the Book of deeds 



(and they will not be wronged.) means, nothing will be omitted from their record of good 
deeds. As for evil deeds, He will forgive and overlook many of them in the case of His believing 
servants. Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers and idolatorsof the Quraysh: 



(Nay, but their hearts are covered), meaning because of negligence and misguidance, 



(from this.) means, the Qur'an which Allah revealed to His Messenger 



(and they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) Al-Hakam bin Aban narrated from 
" Ikrimah, from Ibn * Abbasthat 



(and they have other deeds,) means, evil deeds apart from that, i.e., Shirk, 



(which they are doing.) means, which they will inevitably do. This was also narrated from 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan and others. Others said that this phrase means: 



(And they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) It was decreed that they would do 
evil deeds, and they will inevitably do them before they die, so that the word of punishment 
may be justified against them. A similar view was narrated from Muqatil bin Hayyan, As-Suddi 
and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. This is a clear and appropriate meaning. We have 
already quoted from the Hadith of Ibn Mas' ud: 

» 



« 

(By Him besides Whom there is no other God, a man may do the deeds of the people of 
Paradise until there is no more than a forearm's length between him and it, then the decree 
will overtake him and he will do the deeds of the people of Hell, then he will enter Hell...) 



(Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious life with punishment; behold, they 
make humble invocation with a loud voice.) means, when the punishment and vengeance of 
Allah comesto those who are living a happy life of luxury in thisworld and overtakes them, 



(behold, they make humble invocation with a loud voice.) means, they scream their calls for 
help. This is like the Ayat: 



(And leave Me Alone (to deal) with the beliers, those who are in possession of good things of 
life. And give them respite for a little while. Verily, with Us are fetters, and a raging Fire.) 
73:11-12 



(How many a generation have We destroyed before them! And they cried out when there was 
no longer time for escape.) 38:3 



(Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be helped by Us. ) means, no one is going to 
save you from what has happened to you, whether you scream aloud or remain silent. There is 



no escape and no way out. It is inevitable: the punishment will surely come to you. Then Allah 
mentionsthe greatest of their sins: 



(Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels.) meaning, 
when you were called, you refused and resisted. 



("This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, you disbelieved, but when partners were 
joined to Him, you believed! So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most 
Great!") 40:12 



(In pride, talking evil about it by night.) refers to the arrogant pride which the Quraysh felt 
because they believed themselves to be the guardians of the Ka' bah, when in fact this was not 
the case. As An-Nasa'i said in his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sunan: Ahmad bin Sulayman told us 
that 'Ubaydullah told us from Israel, from 'Abdul-A' la that he heard Sa' id bin Jubayr 
narrating that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Talking by late night became disapproved of when this Ayah 
was revealed: 



(In pride, talking evil about it by night.) He said, "They boasted about the Ka' bah and said, 
'We are its people who stay up talking at night.' They used to boast and stay up and talk at 
night around the Ka' bah. They did not use it for the proper purpose, and so in effect they had 
abandoned it." 



(68. Have they not pondered over the Word, or has there come to them what had not come to 
their fathers of old) (69. Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they deny him) 
(70. Or they say: There is madness in him Nay, but he brought them the truth, but most of 
them are averse to the truth.) (71. And if Al-Haqq had followed their desires, verily, the 
heavens and the earth, and whosoever is therein would have been corrupted! Nay, We have 
brought them their reminder, but they turn away from their reminder.) (72. Or is it that you 
ask them for some Kharj But the recompense of your Lord is better, and He is the Best of those 
who give sustenance.) (73. And certainly, you call them to the straight path.) (74. And verily, 
those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed deviating far astray from the path.) (75. And 
though We had mercy on them and removed the distress which is on them, still they would 
obstinately persist in their transgression, wandering blindly.) 

Refutation and Condemnation of the Idolators 

Allah denounces the idolators for not understanding the Qur'an or contemplating its meaning, 
and for turning away from it, even though they had been addressed specifically in this Book 
which Allah did not reveal to any Messenger more perfect and noble, and especially since no 
Book or warner had come to their forefathers who had died during the Jahiliyyah. What these 
people, upon whom the blessing had been bestowed, should have done, was to accept it and 
give thanks for it, and try to understand it and act in accordance with it night and day, as was 
done by the wise ones among them who became Muslim and followed the Messenger , may 
Allah be pleased with them. 



(Have they not pondered over the Word,) Qatadah said, "Because, by Allah, if the people had 
pondered the meaning and understood it properly, they would have found in the Qur'an a 
deterrent to disobeying Allah. But they only paid attention to the Ayat which are not entirely 



clear, and so they were destroyed because of that." Then Allah says, denouncing the 
disbelievers of the Quraysh: 



(Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they deny him) means, 'do they not 
recognize Muhammad and the honesty, trustworthiness and good character with which he grew 
up among them Can they deny that or argue against it' Ja'far bin Abi Talib said to An-Najashi, 
the king of Ethiopia: "0 King, Allah has sent to us a Messenger whose lineage, honesty and 
trustworthiness are known to us." Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah said something similar to the deputy 
of Kisra when he wanted to challenge him. When the Byzantine ruler Heraclius asked Abu 
Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb and his companions -- who were still disbelievers and had not yet 
become Muslim -- about the characteristics, lineage, honesty and trustworthiness of the 
Prophet , they could only tell the truth and admit that he was indeed noble and truthful. 



(Or they say: There is madness in him) This is a narration of what the Quraysh said about the 
Prophet . They said that he was making up the Qur'an by himself, or that he was crazy and did 
not know what he was saying. Allah tells us that their hearts did not believe that, they knew 
that what they were saying about the Qur'an was falsehood, for it had come to them from the 
Words of Allah and could not be resisted or rejected. So Allah challenged them and all the 
people of the world to produce something like it if they could -- but they could not and would 
never be able to do so. 3d Allah says: 



(Nay, but he brought them Al-Haqq, but most of them are averse to the truth. 

Truth does not follow Whims and Desires 

Allah says; 



(And if Al-Haqq had followed their desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, and whosoever is 
therein would have been corrupted!) Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said, "Al-Haqq is Allah, 
may He be glorified." What is meant by the Ayah is that if Allah had responded to the desires in 
their hearts and prescribed things accordingly, the heavens and the earth and whosoever is 
therein, would have been corrupted, i.e., because of their corrupt and inconsistent desires. As 
Allah says of them elsewhere: 



("Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns") 43:31 Then He says: 



(Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord) 43:32 And Allah says: 



(Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord, then you would surely hold back 
for fear of spending it. ") 17:100, 



(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a 
Naqir.) 4:53 All of this goes to show how incapable mankind is and how divergent and 
inconsistent their ideas and desires are. Only Allah, may He be glorified, is Perfect in all His 
attributes, words, actions, laws, power and control of His creation, may He be exalted and 
sanctified. There is no God but He and no Lord besides Him. Then He says: 



(Nay, We have brought them their reminder,) meaning the Qur'an, 



(but they turn away from their reminder.) 



The Prophet does not ask for any payment, and he calls to the 

straight path. 



(Or is it that you ask them for some Kharj) Al-Hasan said, "A reward." Qatadah said, "Some 
payment." 



(But the recompense of your Lord is better,) means, you are not asking for any wages or 
payment or anything for calling them to right guidance, rather you are hoping for a great 
reward from Allah, as He says: 



(Say: "Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours. My wage is from Allah only.") 34:47 



(Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the pretenders.") 38:86 



(Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.") 
42:23 



(And there came a man running from the farthest part of the town. He said: "0 my people! 
Obey the Messengers. Obey those who ask no wages of you, and who are rightly guided.") 
35:20-21 



(And certainly, you call them to the straight path. And verily, those who believe not in the 
Hereafter are indeed deviating far astray from the path.) 



The Situation of the Disbelievers 



(And verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed deviating far astray from the 
path.) meaning, they have gone astray and deviated. 



(And though We had mercy on them and removed the distress which is on them, still they 
would obstinately persist in their transgression, wandering blindly.) Here Allah tells of their 
stubbornness in their disbelief, in that even if He had removed the calamity from them and 
made them understand the Qur'an, they still would not follow it; they would still persist in 
their disbelief and stubborn transgression. This is like the Ayat: 



(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen; and even if He 
had made them listen, they would but have turned away with aversion.) 8:23 



(And if (Lauw) you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: 
"Would that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our 
Lord, and we would be of the believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had 
been concealing before. But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert 
to that which they were forbidden.) 6:27-29 Until His statement: 



(be resurrected) This has to do with the knowledge of Allah. He knows about some- thing that 
will not happen, but if it were to happen, He knows how it would be. Ad-Dahhak reported from 
Ibn " Abbas: "Every- thing that is implied in the word: 



(If (Lauw)) is something that will never happen. 



(76. And indeed We seized them with punishment, but they humbled not themselves to their 
Lord, nor did they invoke with submission to Him.) (77. Until, when We open for them the gate 
of severe punishment, then lo! they will be plunged in despair.) (78. It is He Who has created 
for you hearing, eyes, and hearts. Little thanks you give.) (79. And it is He Who has created you 
on the earth, and to Him you shall be gathered back.) (80. And it is He Who gives life and 
causes death, and His is the alternation of night and day. Will you not then understand) (81. 
Nay, but they say the like of what the men of old said.) (82. They said: "When we are dead and 
have become dust and bones, shall we be resurrected indeed") (83. "Verily, this we have been 
promised -- we and our fathers before! This is only (from) tales of the ancients!") Allah's saying: 



(And indeed We seized them with punishment,) means, 'We tried and tested them with 
difficulties and calamities.' His saying: 



(but they humbled not themselves to their Lord, nor did they invoke with submission to Him.) 
means, that did not deter them from their disbelief and resistance, rather they persisted in 
their sin and misguidance, 



(but they humbled not themselves) 



(nor did they invoke (Allah) with submission to Him. ) they did not call on Him. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(When Our torment reached them, why then did they not humble themselves But their hearts 
became hardened,) 6:43 Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Abu Sufyan came to 
the Messenger of Allah and said, * Muhammad, I ask you by Allah and by the ties of kinship 
between us, we have been reduced to eating camel hair and blood.' Then Allah revealed, 



(And indeed We seized them with punishment, but they humbled not themselves.) This was 
also recorded by An-Nasa'i. The basis of this Hadit h is in the Two Sahihs, where it says that the 
Messenger of Allah prayed against the Quraysh when he could not make any headway with 
them, and he said, 



« » 

(0 Allah, help me against them sending on them seven years (of famine) like the seven (years 
of drought) of Yusuf.) 



(Until, when We open for them the gate of severe punishment, then lo! they will be plunged in 
despair.) When the command of Allah reaches them and the Hour comes to them suddenly, and 
they are overtaken by the punishment of Allah which they were not expecting, then they will 
despair of any ease and goodness, and all their hopes will disappear. 

A reminder of the Blessings of Allah and His immense Power 

Then Allah mentions His blessings to His servants, in that He has given them hearing, sight and 
understanding through which they come to know things and draw lessons from them, the signs 
which attest to the Oneness of Allah and indicate that He is the One Who does what He wills 
and chooses what He wants. 



(Little thanks you give.) means, how little you thank Allah for the blessings He has given you. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) 12:103 Then Allah tells us 
about His great power and overwhelming authority, for He is the One Who originated creation 
and put people in all parts of the earth, with their different nations, languages and 
characteristics, then on the Day of Resurrection He will gather them all together, the first of 
them and the last, at a fixed time on a day appointed, and none will be left out, young or old, 
male or female, noble or insignificant, but all will be brought back as they were originally 
created. Allah said: 



(And it is He Who gives life and causes death,) meaning, He will bring the scattered bones back 
to life and cause the death of the nations, 



(and His is the alternation of night and day. ) meaning, by His command night and day are 
subjugated, each of them following the other and never departing from that pattern, as Allah 
says: 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor doesthe night outstrip the day) 36:40 . 



(Will you not then understand) means, do you not have minds that tell you of the Almighty, All- 
Knowing to Whom all things are subjugated, Who has power over all things and to Whom all 
things submit 



The Idolators thought that Resurrection after Death was very 

unlikely 

Then Allah tells us about those who denied the resurrection, who were like the disbelievers 
who came before them: 



(Nay, but they say the like of what the men of old said. They said: "When we are dead and have 
become dust and bones, shall we be resurrected indeed") They thought it very unlikely that this 
would happen after they had disintegrated into nothing. 



("Verily, this we have been promised -- we and our fathers before (us)! This is only the tales of 
the ancients!") This means, "It is impossible that we could be brought back. This was said by 
those who learned it from the books and disputes of the ancients." This denial and rejection on 
their part is like the Ayah where Allah tells us about them: 



("Even after we are crumbled bones" They say: "It would in that case, be a return with loss!" 
But it will be only a single Zajrah, When behold, they find themselves on the surface of the 
earth alive after their death.) 79:1 1-14 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as an 
open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who 
will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life 
to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!") 
36:77-79 



(84. Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein If you know!") (85. They will say: "It is 
Allah's!" Say: "Will you not then remember") (86. Say: "Who is (the) Lord of the seven heavens, 
and (the) Lord of the Great Throne") (87. They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then have 
Taqwa") (88. Say: "In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everything And He protects, while 
against Whom there is no protector, if you know") (89. They will say: "(All that belongs) to 
Allah." Say: "How then are you deceived and turn away from the truth") (90. Nay, but We have 
brought them the truth, and verily, they are liars.) 

The I dol at or s believe in Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah, which requires 
them to believe in Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah 

Allah states that the fact that He is One and that He is independent in His creation, control, 
dominion and guides one to realize that there is no God except Him and that none should be 
worshipped except Him Alone, with no partner or associate. He tells His Messenger Muhammad 
to say to the idolators who worship others besides Him, even though they admit His Lordship, 
that He has no partner in Lordship. But despite this they still attributed partners in divinity to 
Him, and worshipped others besides Him even though they recognized the fact that those 
whom they worshipped could not create anything, did not own anything, nor do they have any 
control over anything. However, they still believed that these creatures could bring them 
closer to Allah, 



(We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah) 39:3 . So Allah says: 



(Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein") meaning, "Who is the Owner Who has 
created it and whatever is in it of animals, plants, fruits and all other kinds of creation" 



("If you know!" They will say: "It is Allah's!") means, they will admit that this belongs to Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate. If that is the case, 



(Say: "Will you not then remember") that none should be worshipped except the Creator and 
Provider. 



(Say: "Who is Lord of the seven heavens, and Lord of the Great Throne") means, "Who is the 
Creator of the higher realm with its planets, lights and angels who submit to Him in all regions 
and in all directions Who is the Lord of the Great Throne, which is the highest of all created 
things" Allah says here: 



(and Lord of the Great Throne), meaning the Mighty Throne. At the end of the Surah, Allah 
says: 



(the Lord of the Supreme Throne!) 23:116 , meaning splendid and magnificent. The Throne 
combines the features of height and vastness with splendor and magnificence. This is why it 
was said that it is made of red rubies. Ibn Mas' ud said, "There is no night or day with your 
Lord, and the light of the Throne is from the Light of His Face." 



(They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then have Taqwa") meaning, since you admit that He 
is the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the Mighty Throne, will you not fear His punishment 
for worshipping others besides Him and associating others with Him 



(Say: "In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everything") i.e., sovereignty is in His Hands. 



(There is not a moving creature but He has grasp of its forelock) 11:56 . meaning, He has 
control over it. The Messenger of Allah used to say, 

« » 

(By the One in Whose hand is my soul.) When he swore an oath, he would say, 

« » 



(By the One Who turns over (controls) the hearts.) He, may He be glorified, is the Creator, the 
Sovereign, the Controller, 



(And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no protector, if you know) Among the 
Arabs, if a leader announced his protection to a person, no one could go against him in that, 
yet no one could offer protection against that leader. Allah says: 



(And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no protector, ) meaning, He is the greatest 
Master, and there is none greater than Him. His is the power to create and to command, and 
none can overturn or oppose His ruling. What He wills happens, and what He does not, will not 
happen. Allah says: 



(He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will be questioned.) 21:23 He 
cannot be asked about what He does because of His greatness, Pride, overwhelming power, 
wisdom and justice, but all of His creation will be asked about what they did, as Allah says: 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.) 
15:92-93 



(They will say: "(All that belongs) to Allah.") means, they will admit that the Almighty Master 
Who protects all while against Him there is no protector is Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate. 



(Say: "How then are you deceived and turn away from the truth") means, how can your minds 
accept the idea of worshipping others besides Him when you recognize and acknowledge that 
Then Allah says: 



(Nay, but We have brought them the truth,) which is the declaration that there is no god 
worthy of worship besides Allah, and the establishment of clear, definitive and sound proof to 
that effect, 



(and verily, they are liars.) means, in their worship of others alongside Allah when they have no 
evidence for doing so, as Allah says at the end of this Surah: 



(And whoever invokes, besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof; then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will not be successful.) 23:117 The 
idolators have no evidence for what they are doing, which has led them into lies and 
misguidance. Rather they are following their forefathers and predecessors who were confused 
and ignorant, as Allah describes them: 



("We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will indeed follow their 
footsteps.") 43:23 



(91. No son (or offspring) did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. (If there had 
been many gods), then each god would have taken away what he had created, and some would 
have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to Him!) (92. 
All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! Exalted be He over all that they associate as partners 
to Him!) 

Allah has no Partner or Associate 

Allah declares Himself to be above having any child or partner in dominion, control and 
worship. He says: 



(No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. (If there had been many gods), 
then each god would have taken away what he had created, and some would have tried to 
overcome others.) meaning, if it were decreed that there should be a plurality of deities, each 
of them would have exclusive control over whatever he had created, so there would never be 
any order in the universe. But what we see is that the universe is ordered and cohesive, with 
the upper and lower realms connected to one another in the most perfect fashion. 



(you can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious) 65:3 . Moreover, if there were a 
number of gods, each of them would try to subdue the other with enmity, and one would 
prevail over the other. This has been mentioned by the scholars of Mlm-ul-Kalam, who 
discussed it using the evidence of mutual resistance or counteraction. This idea states that if 
there were two or more creators, one would want to make a body move while the other would 
want to keep it immobile, and if neither of them could achieve what they wanted, then both 
would be incapable, but the One Whose existence is essential i.e., Allah cannot be incapable. 
It is impossible for the will of both to be fulfilled because of the conflict. This dilemma only 
arises when a plurality of gods is suggested, so it is impossible for there to be such a plurality, 
because if the will of one is fulfilled and not the other, the one who prevails will be the one 
whose existence is essential (i.e., God) and the one who is prevailed over will be merely 
possible (i.e., he is not divine), because it is not befitting for the one to be defeated whose 
existence is essential. Allah says: 



(and some would have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that they 
attribute to Him!) meaning, high above all that the stubborn wrongdoers say when they claim 
that He has a son or partner. 



(All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!) means, He knows what is hidden from His creatures 
and what they see. 



(Exalted be He over all that they associate as partners to Him!) means, sanctified and glorified 
and exalted be He above all that the wrongdoers and liars say. 



(93. Say: "My Lord! If You would show me that with which they are threatened, ") (94. "My Lord! 
Then, put me not amongst the people who are the wrongdoers.") (95. And indeed We are able 
to show you that with which We have threatened them.) (96. Repel evil with that which is 
better. We are best -acquainted with the things they utter.) (97. And say: "My Lord! I seek 
refuge with You from the whisperings of the Shayatin.") (98. "And I seek refuge with You, My 
Lord! lest they should come near me.") 



The Command to call on Allah when Calamity strikes, to repel Evil 
with that which is better, and to seek refuge with Allah 

Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad to call on Him with this supplication when calamity 
strikes: 



(My Lord! If You would show me that with which they are threatened.) meaning, ' if You punish 
them while I am witnessing that, then do not cause me to be one of them.' As was said in the 
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih: 

» 

« 

(If You want to test people, then take me to You cause me to die without having to undergo 
the test.) 



(And indeed We are able to show you that with which We have threatened them.) means, " if 
We willed, We could show you the punishment and test that We will send upon them.' Then 
Allah shows him the best way to behave when mixing with people, which is to treat kindly the 
one who treats him badly, so as to soften his heart and turn his enmity to friendship, and to 
turn his hatred to love. Allah says: 



(Repel evil with that which is better. ) This is like the Ayah: 



(Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between whom and you there was 
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend. But none is granted it except those who 
are patient) 41:34-35 . meaning, nobody will be helped or inspired to follow this advice or 
attain thisquality, 



(except those who are patient) meaning, those who patiently bear people's insults and bad 
treatment and deal with them in a good manner when they are on the receiving end of bad 
treatment from them. 



(and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion) means, in this world and the 
Hereafter. And Allah says: 



(And say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings of the Shayatin.") Allah 
commanded him to seek refuge with Him from the Shayatin, because no trick could help you 
against them and you cannot protect yourself by being kind to them. We have already stated, 
when discussing IstT adhah (seeking refuge), that the Messenger of Allah used to say, 



» 

« 

(I seek refuge with Allah, the All-Hearing, All-Seeing, from the accursed Shayatin, from his 
whisperings, evil suggestions and insinuations.) His saying: 



("And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me.") means, in any issue of 
my life. So we are commanded to mention Allah at the beginning of any undertaking, in order 
to ward off the Shayatin at the time of eating, intercourse, slaughtering animals for food, etc. 
Abu Dawud recorded that the Messenger of Allah used to say: 

» 



« 

(0 Allah, I seek refuge with You from old age, I seek refuge with You from being crushed or 
drowned, and I seek refuge with you from being assaulted by the Shayatin at the time of 
death.) 



(99. Until, when death comesto one of them, he says: "My Lord! Send me back,") (100. "So that 
I may do good in that which I have left behind!" No! (Kalla) It is but a word that he speaks; and 
in front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they will be resurrected.) 



The Disbelievers' Hope when death approaches Allah tells us about 
what happens when death approaches one of the disbelievers or 

one of those who have been negligent with the commands of Allah. 

He tells us what he says and how he asks to come back to this world 
so that he can rectify whatever wrongs he committed during his 

lifetime. Allah says: 



("My Lord! Send me back, so that I may do good in that which I have left behind!" No!) This is 
like the Ayat: 



(And spend of that with which We have provided you before death comes to one of you,) until 
His saying: 



(And Allah is All -Aware of what you do) 63:10-11 



(And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto 

them) 



upto His saying; (that you would not leave (the world for the Hereafter).) 14:44 And His 
saying: 



(On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who neglected it before will say: "Verily, the 
Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, now are there any intercessors for us that they 
might intercede on our behalf Or could we be sent back so that we might do deeds other than 
those deeds which we used to do") 7:53 And: 



(And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads before their Lord (saying): 
"Our Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back, that we will do righteous good deeds. 
Verily, we now believe with certainty.") 32:12 And; 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord. ..") until His saying; 



(And indeed they are liars.) 6:27-28 



(And you will see the wrongdoers, when they behold the torment, they will say: "Is there any 
way of return") 42:44 



(They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us life twice! 
Now we confess our sins, then isthere any way to get out") 40:11 and the Ayah after it: 



(Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, not what we 
used to do." (Allah will reply:) "Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever would 
receive admonition could receive it And the warner came to you. 3d taste you (the evil of your 
deeds). For the wrongdoers there is no helper.") 35:37 Allah says that they will ask to go back, 
when death approaches, on the Day of Resurrection, when they are gathered for judgment 
before the Compeller (Allah) and when they are in the agonies of the punishment of Hell, but 
their prayer will not be answered. Here Allah says: 



(No! It is but a word that he speaks;) The word Kail a (No!) is a word that is used to rebuke, and 
the meaning is: "No, We will not respond to what he asks for and We will not accept it from 
him." 



(It is but a word that he speaks) refers to his asking to go back so that he can do righteous 
deeds; this is just talk on his part, it would not be accompanied by any action. If he were to go 
back, he would not do any righteous good deeds, he is merely lying, as Allah says: 



(But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars) 6:28 . Qatadah said: "By Allah, he will not wish to go back to his family 
and tribe, or to accumulate more of the things of this world or satisfy his desires, but he will 
wish that he could go back to do acts of obedience to Allah. May Allah have mercy on a man 
who does that which the disbeliever will wish he had done when he sees the punishment of 
Hell." 

Barzakh and Punishment therein 



(and in front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they will be resurrected.) Abu Salih and 
others said that: 



(and in front of them) means before them. Mujahid said, Al-Barzakh is a barrier between this 
world and the Hereafter. Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "Al-Barzakh is what is between this world 



and the Hereafter, neither they are the people of this world, eating and drinking, nor are they 
with the people of the Hereafter, being rewarded or punished for their deeds." Abu Sakhr said, 
"Al-Barzakh refers to the graves. They are neither in this world nor the Hereafter, and they will 
stay there until the Day of Resurrection." 



(and in front of them is Barzakh). In these words is a threat to those wrongdoers at the time of 
death, of the punishment of Barzakh. This is similar to the Ayat: 



(In front of them there is Hell) 45:10 



(and in front of him will be a great torment) 14: 17 



(until the Day when they will be resurrected), means, he will be punished continually until the 
Day of Resurrection, as it says in the Hadith: 

« » 

(He will continue to be punished in it.) meaning, in the earth. 



(101 . Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will 
they ask of one another.) (102. Then, those whose Scales (of good deeds) are heavy, these! 
they are the successful.) (103. And those whose Scales (of good deeds) are light, they are those 



who lose themselves, in Hell will they abide.) (104. The Fire will burn their faces, and therein 
they will grin, with displaced lips (disfigured).) 



The sounding of the Trumpet and the weighing of Deeds in the 

Scales 

Allah says that when the Trumpet is blown for the Resurrection, and the people rise from their 
graves, 



(there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they ask of one another.) meaning that 
lineage will be of no avail on that Day, and a father will not ask about his son or care about 
him. Allah says: 



(And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition), though they shall be made to see one 
another) 70:10-11 . meaning, no relative will ask about another relative, even if he can see 
him and even if he is carrying a heavy burden. Even if he was the dearest of people to him in 
this world, he will not care about him or take even the slightest part of his burden from him. 
Allah says: 



(That Day shall a man flee from his brother. And from his mother and his father. And from his 
wife and his children.) 80:34-36 Ibn Mas' ud said, "On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will 
gather the first and the last, then a voice will call out, 'Whoever is owed something by 
another, let him come forth and take it.' And a man will rejoice if he is owed something or had 
been mistreated by his father or child or wife, even if it is little. " This is confirmed in the Book 
of Allah, where Allah says: 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another.) This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(Then, those whose Scales are heavy, these! they are the successful.) means, the one whose 
good deeds outweigh his bad deeds, even by one. This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas. 



(they are the successful.) means, those who have attained victory and been saved from Hell 
and admitted to Paradise. Ibn 'Abbas said, "These are the ones who have attained what they 
wanted and been saved from an evil from which there is no escape." 



(And those whose Scales are light,) means, their evil deeds outweigh their good deeds. 



(they are those who lose themselves,) means, they are doomed and have ended up with the 
worst deal. Allah says: 



(in Hell will they abide. ) meaning, they will stay there forever and will never leave. 



(The Fire will burn their faces,) This is like the Ayah: 



(and fire will cover their faces) 14:50 . and: 



(If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will not be able to ward off the Fire 
from their faces, nor from their backs) 21:39 . 



(and therein they will grin, with displaced lips.) Al i bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn ' Abbas, 
"Frowning." 



(105. "Were not My Ayat recited to you, and then you used to deny them") (106. They will say: 
"Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) erring people.") (107. "Our Lord! 
Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers.") 

Rebuking the People of Hell, their admission of Their Wretchedness 
and their Request to be brought out of Hell 

This is a rebuke from Allah to the people of Hell for the disbelief, sins, unlawful deeds and evil 
actionsthat they committed, because of which they were doomed. Allah says: 



("Were not My Ayat recited to you, and then you used to deny them") meaning, 'I sent 
Messengers to you, and revealed Books, and cleared the confusion for you, so you have no 
excuse.' This is like the Ayat: 



(in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the Messengers) 4:165 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger) 17:15 . 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you") Until His 
saying; 



{So, away with the dwellers of the blazing Fire!) They will say: 



(Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) erring people.) meaning, evidence 
has been established against us, but we were so doomed that we could not follow it, so we 
went astray and were not guided. Then they will say: 



(Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers.) 
meaning, send us back to the world, and if we go back to what we used to do before, then we 
will indeed be wrongdoers who deserve punishment. This is like the Ayat: 



(Now we confess our sins, then is there any way to get out) Until Misstatement: 



(So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most Great!") 40:11-12 meaning, there 
will be no way out, because you used to associate partners in worship with Allah whereas the 
believers worshipped Him Alone. 



(108. He (Allah) will say: "Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!") (109. 
Verily, there was a party of My servants who used to say: "Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us 
and have mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show mercy!") (110. But you took them 
for a laughing stock, so much so that they made you forget My remembrance while you used to 
laugh at them!) (111. Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience; they are indeed 
the ones that are successful.) 



Allah's Response and Rejection of the Disbelievers 

This is the response of Allah to the disbelievers when they ask Him to bring them out of the 
Fire and send them back to this world. He will say: 



(Remain you in it with ignominy!) meaning, abide therein, humiliated, despised and scorned. 



(And speak you not to Me!) means, 'do not ask for this again, for I will not respond to you. Al- 
'Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas concerning this Ayah, 



(Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!) "These are the words of Ar-Rahman 
when silencing them." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Amr said, "The people of 
Hell will call on Malik for forty years, and he will not answer them. Then he will respond and 
tell them that they are to abide therein. By Allah, their cries will mean nothing to Malik or to 
the Lord of Malik. Then they will call on their Lord and will say, 



(Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) erring people. Our Lord! Bring us 
out of this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers.) 23:106-107 Allah 
will not answer them for a time span equivalent to twice the duration of this world. Then He 
will reply: 



(Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!) By Allah, the people will not utter a 
single word after that, and they will merely be in the Fire of Hell, sighing in a high and low 
tone. Their voices are likened to those of donkeys, which start in a high tone and end in a low 
tone." Then Allah will remind them of their sins in this world and how they used to make fun of 
His believing servants and close friends: 



(Verily, there was a party of My servants who used to say: "Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us 
and have mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show mercy!" But you took them for a 
laughing stock,) meaning, ' you made fun of them for calling on Me and praying to Me,' 



(so much so that they made you forget My remembrance) means, your hatred for them made 
you forget what I would do to you. 



(while you used to laugh at them!) means, at their deeds and worship. This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, those who committed crimes used to laugh at those who believed. And, whenever they 
passed by them, used to wink one to another.) 83:29-30 meaning, they used to slander them 
in mockery. Then Allah tells us how He will reward His friends and righteous servants, and says: 



(Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience;) meaning, 'for the harm and 
mockery that you inflicted on them, 



(they are indeed the ones that are successful.) I have caused them to attain the victory of joy, 
safety, Paradise and salvation from the Fire.' 



(112. He will say: "What number of years did you stay on earth") (113. They will say: "We stayed 
a day or part of a day. Ask of those who keep account.") (114. He will say: "You stayed not but 
a little, if you had only known!") (115. "Did you think that We had created you in play, and that 
you would not be brought back to Us") (116. So Exalted be Allah, the True King: None has the 
right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of Al-' Arsh Al-Karim!) 

Allah tells them how much they wasted in their short lives in this 
world by failing to obey Allah and worship Him Alone. 

If they had been patient during their short stay in this world, they would have attained victory 
just like His pious close friends. 



(He will say: "What number of years did you stay on earth") means, how long did you stay in this 
world 



(They will say: "We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of those who keep account.") meaning, 
those who keep the records. 



(He will say: "You stayed not but a little...") meaning, it was only a short time, no matter how 
you look at it. 



(if you had only known!) means, you would not have preferred the transient to the eternal, and 
treated yourself in this bad way, and earned the wrath of Allah in this short period. If you had 
patiently obeyed Allah and worshipped Him as the believers did, you would have attained 
victory just asthey did. 



Allah did not create His Servants in vain 



(Did you think that We had created you in play,) means, 'did you think that you were created 
in vain, with no purpose, with nothing required of you and no wisdom on Our part' Or it was 
said that "in play" meant to play and amuse yourselves, like the animals were created, who 
have no reward or punishment. But you were created to worship Allah and carry out His 
commands. 



(and that you would not be brought back to Us) means, that you would not be brought back to 
the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 



(Does man think that he will be left neglected) 75:36 



(So Exalted be Allah, the True King.) means, sanctified be He above the idea that he should 
create anything in vain, for He is the True King Who is far above doing such a thing. 



(None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of Al-' Arsh Al-Karim!) The Throne is 
mentioned because it isthe highest point of all creation, and it isdescribed asKarim, meaning 
beautiful in appearance and splendid in form, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(every good kind We cause to grow therein) 26:7 



(117. And whoever invokes besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof; then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, disbelievers will not be successful.) (118. And say : "My 
Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are the Best of those who show mercy!") 



Shirk is the Worst form of Wrong, its Practitioner shall never 
succeed. Allah threatens those who associate anything else with 
Him and worship anything with Him. He informs that those who 

associate others with Allah: 



(of whom he has no proof), meaning no evidence for what he says. Then Allah says: 



(And whoever invokes, besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof;) this is a 
conditional sentence, whose fulfilling clause is: 



(then his reckoning isonly with his Lord.) meaning, Allah will call him to account for that. Then 
Allah tells us: 



(Surely, disbelievers will not be successful.) meaning, they will not be successful with Him on 
the Day of Resurrection; they will not prosper or be saved. 



(And say: "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are the best of those who show mercy!") 
Here Allah is teaching us to recite this supplication, for forgiveness, in a general sense, means 
wiping away sins and concealing them from people, and mercy means guiding a person and 
helping him to say and do good things. 



The Tafsir of Surat An-Nur 

(Chapter - 24) 

Which was Revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. A Surah which We have sent down and which We have enjoined (Faradnaha), and in it We 
have revealed manifest Ayat, that you may remember.) (2. The Zaniyah and the Zani, flog each 
of them with a hundred stripes. Let not pity withhold you in their case, in a punishment 
prescribed by Allah, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. And let a party of the believers 
witnesstheir punishment.) 



The Importance of Surat An-Nur 



(A Surah which We have sent down) Here Allah is pointing out the high esteem in which He 
holds this Surah, which is not to say that other Surahs are not important. 



(and which We have enjoined,) Mujahid and Qatadah said, "This means: We have explained 
what is lawful and unlawful, commands and prohibitions, and the prescribed punishments." Al- 
Bukhari said, "Those who read it: Faradnaha, say that it means: "We have enjoined them upon 
you and those who come after you." 



(and in it We have revealed manifest Ayat,) means, clearly explained, 



(that you may remember.) 

The Explanation of the Prescribed Punishment for Zina (Illicit Sex) 

Then Allah says: 



(The Zaniyah and the Zani, flog each of them with a hundred stripes.) This honorable Ayah 
contains the ruling on the law of retaliation for the person who commits illegal sex, and details 
of the punishment. Such a person will either be unmarried, meaning that he has never been 
married, or he will be married, meaning that he has had intercourse within the bounds of a 
lawful marriage, and he is free, adult and of sound mind. As for the virgin who is unwedded, 
the prescribed punishment is one hundred stripes, as stated in this Ayah. In addition to this he 
is to be banished from his homeland for one year, as was recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu 
Hurayrah and Zayd bin Khalid Al-Juhani in the Hadith about the two bedouins who came to the 
Messenger of Allah . One of them said, "0 Messenger of Allah, this son of mine was employed by 
this man, and committed Zina with his wife. I paid a ransom with him on behalf of my son one 
hundred sheep and a slave-girl, but when I asked the people of knowledge, they said that my 
son should be given one hundred stripes and banished for a year, and that this man's wife 
should be stoned to death." The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, I will judge between you both according to the Book of 
Allah. Take back the slave-girl and sheep, and your son is to be given one hundred stripes and 
banished for one year. Unays - he said to a man from the tribe of Aslam -- go to this man's 
wife, and if she confesses, then stone her to death.) Unays went to her and she confessed, so 
he stoned her to death. This indicates that if the person who is guilty of illegal sex is a virgin 
and unmarried, he should be banished in addition to being given one hundred stripes. But if 



married, meaning he has had intercourse within the bounds of lawful marriage, and he is free, 
adult and of sound mind, then he should be stoned to death. Imam Malik recorded that ' Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with him, stood up and praised and glorified Allah, then he said; "0 
people! Allah sent Muhammad with the truth, and revealed to him the Book. One of the things 
that was revealed to him was the Ayah of stoning to death, which we have recited and 
understood. The Messenger of Allah carried out the punishment of stoning and after him we did 
so, but I am afraid that as time goes by, some will say that they did not find the Ayah of 
stoning in the Book of Allah, and they will go astray because they abandoned one of the 
obligations revealed by Allah. Stoning is something that is prescribed in the Book of Allah for 
the person -- man or woman -- who commits illegal sex, if he or she is married, if decisive 
evidence is produced, or if pregnancy results from that, or if they confess to it." It was also 
recorded in the Two Sahihs in the lengthy Hadith of Malik, from which we have quoted briefly 
only the portion that is relevant to the current discussion. 



Do not feel pity for Them when carrying out the Prescribed 

Punishment 



(Let not pity withhold you in their case, in a punishment prescribed by Allah,) Meaning, with a 
ruling prescribed by Allah. So the meaning of the Ayah is: "Do not feel too sorry for them where 
the laws of Allah are established." This does not mean that we should not naturally feel pity 
when carrying out the punishment. What is prohibited here is the kind of pity that may make 
the judge ignore the punishment altogether. This is what is not permitted for the judge. 
Mujahid said, 



(Let not pity withhold you in their case, in a punishment prescribed by Allah,) "If the matter is 
taken to the ruling authority, the punishment has to be carried out and cannot be stopped." 
This was also narrated from Sa' id bin Jubayr and 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah. It was recorded in a 
Hadith: 



» 



« 



(Compromise with the matter of prescribed punishment mutually sorting it out among 
yourselves, for once a matter where the prescribed punishment is required reaches me, I am 
obliged to carry it out.) Allah's saying: 



(if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. ) means, then do that, carry out the punishments on 
those who commit illegal sex, and strike them hard without causing any wound, so that he and 



others like him will be deterred by the terror of that. In Al-Musnad, it was recorded that one of 
the Companions said, "0 Messenger of Allah, when I slaughter a sheep I feel pity for it." He 
said, 



« » 

(You be rewarded for that.) 

Carry out the Prescribed Punishment in Public 



(And let a party of the believers witness their punishment.) This is more humiliating for the 
people who are guilty of illegal sex, if they are flogged in front of the people. This is because it 
is more effective as a deterrent and it conveys the sense of scandal and rebuke. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said, 



(And let a party of the believers witnesstheir punishment.) "Publicly. 



(3. The Zani marries not but a Zaniyah or a Mushrikah; and the Zaniyah, none marries her 
except a Zani or a Mushrik. Such a thing is forbidden to the believers.) Here Allah tells us that 
the Zani (male who is guilty of illegal sex) does not have intercourse except with a Zaniyah 
(female who is guilty of illegal sex) or a Mushrikah (female idolator), meaning that no one 
would go along with him in this action except a sinful woman who is also guilty of Zina, or a 
Mushrikah who does not think it is unlawful. By the same token, 



(and the Zaniyah, none marries her except a Zani) a sinful man who is guilty of fornication, 



(or a Mushrik) (a man) who does not think it is unlawful. 



(Such a thing is forbidden to the believers.) meaning, indulging in this, or marrying prostitutes, 
or marrying chaste women to immoral men. Qatadah and Muqatil bin Hayyan said: "Allah 
forbade the believers from marrying prostitutes." This Ayah is like the Ayah (about marrying 
slave-girls): 



(they should be chaste, not committing illegal sex, nor taking boyfriends.) 4:25 And His 
saying: 



(desiring chastity not committing illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girlfriends) 
5:5 . Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said that 
a man among the believers asked the Messenger of Allah for permission (to marry) a woman 
known as Umm Mahzul, who used to commit adultery, and who had stated the condition that 
she should spend on him. So he asked the Messenger of Allah for permission, or he mentioned 
the matter to him. The Messenger of Allah recited to him: 



(The Zani marries not but a Zaniyah or a Mushrikah; and the Zaniyah, none marries her except 
Zani or a Mushrik. Such a thing is forbidden to the believers.) 24:3 Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said, 

« » 

(A Zani who has been flogged should not marry anyone except someone who is like him.) A 
similar report was recorded by Abu Dawud in his Sunan. 



(4. And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not four witnesses, flog them with 
eighty stripes, and reject their testimony forever. They indeed are the rebellious.) (5. Except 
those who repent thereafter and do righteous deeds; (for such) verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) 



The Prescribed Punishment for slandering Chaste Women 

This Ayah states the prescribed punishment for making false accusations against chaste women, 
i.e., those who are free, adult and chaste. If the person who is falsely accused is a man, the 
same punishment of flogging also applies. If the accuser produces evidence that what he is 
saying is true, then the punishment does not apply. Allah said: 



(and produce not four witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes, and reject their testimony 
forever. They indeed are the rebellious.) If the accuser cannot prove that what he is saying is 
true, then three rulings apply to him: (firstly) that he should be flogged with eighty stripes, 
(secondly) that his testimony should be rejected forever, and (thirdly) that he should be 
labelled as a rebellious who is not of good character, whether in the sight of Allah or of 
mankind. 



Explaining the Repentance of the One Who makes a False 

Accusation 



Then Allah says: 



(Except those who repent thereafter and do righteous deeds; (for such) verily, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This exception refers to the second and third rulings mentioned 
above. The flogging has been carried out regardless of whether he repents or persists, and 
after that there is no further punishment, as is agreed among the scholars. If he repents, then 



his testimony may be accepted, and he is no longer to be regarded as a rebellious. This wasthe 
view of Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib -- the leader of the TabP in -- and also a group among the Salaf. 
Ash-Sha' bi and Ad-Dahhak said, "His testimony cannot be accepted even if he does repent, 
unless he himself admits that he said something false, in which case his testimony may be 
accepted." And Allah knows best. 



(6. And for those who accuse their wives, but have no witnesses except themselves, let the 
testimony of one of them be four testimonies by Allah that he is one of those who speak the 
truth.) (7. And the fifth (testimony); invoking of the curse of Allah on him if he be of those who 
tell a lie.) (8. But she shall avert the punishment from her, if she bears witness four times by 
Allah, that he is telling a lie.) (9. And the fifth; should be that the wrath of Allah be upon her if 
he speaksthe truth.) (10. And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you! And 
that Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, the All-Wise.) 

Details of Al-Li an 

This Ayah offers a way out for husbands. If a husband has accused his wife but cannot come up 
with proof, he can swear the Li' an (the oath of condemnation) as Allah commanded. This 
means that he brings her before the Imam and states what he is accusing her of. The ruler then 
asks him to swear four times by Allah in front of four witnesses 



(that he is one of those who speak the truth) in his accusation of her adultery. 



(And the fifth; the invoking of the curse of Allah on him if he be of those who tell a lie.) If he 
says that, then she is divorced from him by the very act of this LP an; she is forever forbidden 
for him and he must give her Mahr to her. The punishment for Zina should be carried out on 
her, and nothing can prevent the punishment except if she also swears the oath of 
condemnation (Li' an) and swears by Allah four times that he is one of those who lied, i.e., in 
what he is accusing her of; 



(And the fifth; should be that the crath of Allah be upon her if he speaks the truth.) Allah says: 



(But she shall avert the punishment) meaning, the prescribed punishment. 



(if she bears witness four times by Allah, that he is telling a lie. And the fifth; should be that 
the wrath of Allah be upon her if he speaks the truth.) The wrath of Allah is mentioned 
specially in the case of the woman, because usually a man would not go to the extent of 
exposing his wife and accusing her of Zina unless he is telling the truth and has good reason to 
do this, and she knowsthat what he is accusing her of istrue. So in her case the fifth testimony 
calls for the wrath of Allah to be upon her, for the one upon whom is the wrath of Allah, is the 
one who knows the truth yet deviates from it. Then Allah mentions His grace and kindness to 
His creation in that He has prescribed for them away out of their difficulties. Allah says: 



(And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you!) meaning, many of your 
affairs would have been too difficult for you, 



(And that Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance,) means, from His servants, 
even if that comes after they have sworn a confirmed oath. 



(the All-Wise. ) in what He prescribes and commands and forbids. There are Hadiths which 
explain how we are to put this Ayah into effect, why it was revealed and concerning whom 
among the Companions it was revealed. 



The Reason why the Ayah of Li an was revealed 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said: "When the Ayah 



(And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not four witnesses, flog them with eighty 
stripes, and reject their testimony forever) 24:4 was revealed, Sa' d bin ' Ubadah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, -- the leader of the Ansar -- said, 'Is this how it was revealed, 
Messenger of Allah' The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(0 Ansar, did you hear what your leader said) They said, ' Messenger of Allah, do not blame 
him, for he is a jealous man. By Allah, he never married a woman who was not a virgin, and he 
never divorced a woman but none of us would dare to marry her because he is so jealous.' Sa' d 
said, * By Allah, Messenger of Allah, I know that it (the Ayah) is true and is from Allah, but I 
am surprised. If I found some wicked man lying down with my wife, should I not disturb him 
until I have brought four witnesses By Allah, he would have finished what he was doing before I 
could bring them!' A little while later, Hilal bin Umayyah -- one of the three whose repentance 
had been accepted -- came back from his lands at night and found a man with his wife. He saw 
with his own eyes and heard with his own ears, but he did not disturb him until the morning. In 
the morning he went to the Messenger of Allah and said, '0 Messenger of Allah, I came to my 
wife at night and found a man with her, and I saw with my own eyes and heard with my own 
ears.' The Messenger of Allah did not like what he had said and got very upset. The Ansar 
gathered around him and said, 'We were being tested by what Sa' d bin Ubadah said, and now 
the Messenger of Allah will punish Hilal bin Umayyah and declare his testimony before people 



to be unacceptable.' Hilal said: ' By Allah, I hope that Allah will make for me a way out from 
this problem.' Hilal said, 'O Messenger of Allah, I see how upset you are by what I have said, 
but Allah knows that I am telling the truth.' By Allah, the Messenger of Allah wanted to have 
him flogged, but then Allah sent revelation to His Messenger . When the revelation came upon 
him, they knew about it from the change in his face, so they would leave him alone until the 
revelation was finished. Allah revealed the Ayah: 



(And for those who accuse their wives, but have no witnesses except themselves, let the 
testimony of one of them be four testimonies by Allah...,) Then the revelation was finished and 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Rejoice, Hilal, for Allah has made a way out for you.) Hilal said, ' I had been hoping for this 
from my Lord, may He be glorified.' The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Send for her.) So they sent for her and she came. The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah to 
them both, and reminded them that the punishment of the Hereafter is more severe than the 
punishment in this world. Hilal said, 'By Allah, Messenger of Allah, I have spoken the truth 
about her.' She said, ' He is lying.' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Make them both swear the Li' an.) So Hilal was told, 'Testify.' So he testified four times by 
Allah that he was one of those who speak the truth. When he came to the fifth testimony, he 
was told, ' Hilal, have Taqwa of Allah, for the punishment of this world is easier than the 
punishment of the Hereafter, and this will mean that the punishment will be inevitable for 
you.' He said, ' By Allah, Allah will not punish me for it, just as He has not caused me to be 
flogged for it.' So he testified for the fifth time that the curse of Allah would be upon him if he 
was telling a lie. Then it was said to his wife, 'Testify four times by Allah that he is telling a 
lie.' And when his wife reached the fifth testimony, she was told, ' Have Taqwa of Allah, for the 
punishment of this world is easier than the punishment of the Hereafter, and this will mean 
that the punishment will be inevitable for you.' She hesitated for a while, and was about to 
admit her guilt, then she said: ' By Allah, I will not expose my people to shame, and she swore 
the fifth oath that the wrath of Allah would be upon her if he was telling the truth.' Then the 
Messenger of Allah separated them, and decreed that her child should not be attributed to any 
father, nor should the child be accused, and whoever accused her or her child, they would be 
subject to punishment. He also decreed that Hilal was not obliged to house her or feed her, 
because they had not been separated by divorce, nor had he died and left her a widow. He 
said, 



( ) » 



« 

(If she gives birth to a red-haired child (with skinny thighs) and thin legs, then he is Hilal's 
child, but if she gives birth to a curly-haired child with thick legs and plump buttocks, then this 
is what she is accused of.) She subsequently gave birth to a child who was curly-haired with 
thick legs and plump buttocks, and the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Were it not for the oath that she swore, I would deal with her.)" * Ikrimah said, "The child grew 
up to become the governor of Egypt, and he was given his mother's name and was not 
attributed to any father." Abu Dawud recorded a similar but briefer report. This Hadith has 
corroborating reports in the books of Sahih and elsewhere, with many chains of narration, 
including the report narrated by Al-Bukhari from Ibn 'Abbas, that Hilal bin Umayyah accused 
hiswife before the Prophet with Sharik bin Sahma'. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Evidence or the punishment on your back.) He said, "0 Messenger of Allah, if any one of us saw 
a man with hiswife, how could he go and get evidence" The Prophet again said, 

« » 

(Evidence otherwise the punishment on your back.) Hilal said, "By the One Who sent you with 
the truth! I am telling the truth and Allah will reveal something that will protect my back from 
the punishment. " Then Jibril came down and brought the revelation, 



(And for those who accuse their wives,) Then he recited until he reached: 



(that he is one of those who speak the truth) 24:6 . When the revelation had finished, the 
Prophet sent for them both. Hilal came and gave his testimony, and the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Allah knows that one of you is lying. Will one of you repent) Then she stood up and gave her 
testimony, and when she reached the fifth oath, they stopped her and said, "If you swear the 
fifth oath and you are lying, the curse of Allah will be inevitable." Ibn 'Abbas said, "She 
hesitated and kept quiet until we thought that she had changed her mind, then she said, ' I will 
not dishonor my people today', and she went ahead. Then the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Wait until she gives birth, and if she gives birth to a child whose eyes look as if they are ringed 
with kohl and who has plump buttocks and thick legs, then he is the child of Sharik bin Sahma'.) 
She gave birth to a child who matched this description, and the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Were it not for the Book of Allah, I would deal with her.) This version was recorded only by Al- 
Bukhari, but the event has been narrated with additional chains of narration from Ibn 'Abbas 
and others. Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said: During the governorship of Ibn 
Az-Zubayr I was asked about the couple who engage in Li' an, and whether they should be 
separated, and I did not know the answer. I got up and went to the house of Ibn ' Umar, and 
said, "0 Abu ' Abdur-Rahman, should the couple who engage in Li' an be separated" He said, 
"Subhan Allah, the first one to ask about this was so-and-so the son of so-and-so. He said, ' 
Messenger of Allah, what do you think of a man who sees his wife committing an immoral sin If 
he speaks he will be speaking about something very serious, and if he keeps quiet he will be 
keeping quiet about something very serious.' The Prophet kept quiet and did not answer him. 
Later on, he came to him and said, 'What I asked you about is something with which I myself 
being tested with.' Then Allah revealed the Ayat, 



(And for those who accuse their wives,) until he reached: 



(That the wrath of Allah be upon her if he speaks the truth.) He started to advise the man and 
remind him about Allah, and told him that the punishment of this world is easier than the 
punishment of the Hereafter. The man said: ' By the One Who sent you with the truth, I was 
not telling you a lie.' Then the Prophet turned to the woman and advised the woman and 
reminded her about Allah, and told her that the punishment of this world is easier than the 
punishment of the Hereafter. The woman said, " By the One Who sent you with the truth, he is 
lying.' 3d the Prophet started with the man, who swore four times by Allah that he was one 
of those who speak the truth, and swore the fifth oath that the curse of Allah would be upon 
him if he were lying. Then he turned to the woman, who swore four times by Allah that he was 
lying, and swore the fifth oath that the wrath of Allah would be upon her if he was telling the 
truth. Then he separated them." It was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in his Tafsir, and by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim in the Two Sahihs. 



(11. Verily, those who brought forth the slander are a group among you. Consider it not a bad 
thing for you. Nay, it is good for you. Unto every man among them will be paid that which he 
had earned of the sin, and as for him among them who had the greater share therein, his will 
be a great torment.) 



Al-lfk (the Sander) 

The next ten Ayat were all revealed concerning ' Aishah, the mother of the believers, may 
Allah be pleased with her, when the people of slander and falsehood among the hypocrites 
made their accusations against her and spread lies about her. Allah became jealous on her 
behalf and on behalf of His Prophet , and revealed her innocence to protect the honor of the 
Messenger of Allah . He said: 



(Verily, those who brought forth the slander are a group among you.) meaning they were not 
one or two, but a group. Foremost among this group was 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, the 
leader of the hypocrites, who fabricated the lie and whispered it to others, until some of the 
Muslims started to believe it, and others thought it might be possible and began to talk about 
it. This is how matters remained for almost a month, until Qur'an was revealed. This is 
reported in Sahih Hadiths. Imam Ahmad recorded that Az-Zuhri said: Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, 
" Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, 'Alqamah bin Waqqas and ' Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah bin ' Utbah bin 
Mas' ud told me about the story of " A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet , when the people of the 
slander said what they said about her, and Allah declared her innocence. Each of them told 
something about the story, and some of them knew more details than others or had memorized 
more than others. I learned the story from each of them, who had heard it from 'A'ishah 



herself, and what one told me confirmed what the others said. They mentioned that 'Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of the Prophet , said: "When the Messenger of Allah 
wanted to go on a journey, he would cast lots among his wives, and the one whose lot was 
drawn would go with him." 'Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "3d he drew lots 
among us with regard to a campaign he was going out on, and mine was drawn, so I went out 
with the Messenger of Allah . Thiswas after the commandment of Hijab had been revealed, so I 
traveled in my howdah and stayed in it when we camped. We traveled until the Messenger of 
Allah completed his campaign, then we returned. As we were approaching Al-Madinah, we 
paused for a while, then they announced that the journey was to be resumed. When I heard 
this, I walked quickly away from the army to answer the call of nature, then I came back to my 
howdah. Then I put my hand to my chest and noticed that a necklace of mine that was made of 
onyx and cornelian had broken, so I went back and looked for it, and was delayed because of 
that. In the meantime, the people who used to lift my howdah onto my camel came along and 
put it on the camel, thinking that I was inside. In those times women were more slender and 
not so heavy, they only ate mouthfuls of food. So the people did not think anything of the 
howdah being so light when they lifted it up, as I was a young woman. They set off, and I found 
my necklace after the army had moved on. Then I came back to the place where we had 
stopped, and I saw no one to call or answer. So I went to the place where I had been, thinking 
that the people would miss me and come back for me. While I was sitting there, I fell asleep. 
tSafwan bin Al-Mu' attal As-Sulami Adh-Dhakwani had rested during the night behind the army. 
Then he set out just before daybreak and reached the place where I was in the morning, where 
he saw the outline of a person sleeping. He came to me and recognized me when he saw me, as 
he had seen me before Hijab was made obligatory for me. When he saw me and said 'Truly, to 
Allah we belong, and truly, to Him we shall return,' I woke up, and covered my face with my 
Jilbab (outer garment). By Allah, he did not speak a word to me and I did not hear him say 
anything except ' Truly, to Allah we belong, and truly, to Him we shall return,' until he brought 
hiscamel and made it kneel so that I could ride upon it, then he set out leading the camel until 
we caught up with the army at Zuhr time. 

There are people who are doomed because of what happened to me, and the one who had the 
greater share therein was ' Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul. When we came back to Al-Madinah, I 
was ill for a month, and the people were talking about what the people of the slander were 
saying, and I knew nothing about it. What upset me when I was ill was that I did not see the 
kindness I used to see on the part of the Messenger of Allah . When I was ill; he would just 
come in and say, 



« » 



(How is that (lady)) That is what upset me. I did not feel that there was anything wrong until I 
went out after I felt better, and Umm Mistah went out with me, walking towards Al-Manasi' , 
which is where we used to go to relieve ourselves, and we would not go out for that purpose 
except at night. This was before we had lavatories close to our houses; our habit was similar to 
that of the early Arabs in that we went out into the deserts to relieve ourselves, because we 
considered it troublesome and harmful to have lavatories in our houses. So I went out with 
Umm Mistah, who was the daughter of Abu Ruhm bin Al-Muttalib bin ' Abd Manaf, and her 
mother was the daughter of Sakhr bin 'Amir, the paternal aunt of Abu Bakr As-9ddiq. Her son 
was Mistah bin Uthathah bin ' Abbad bin Al-Muttalib. When we finished what we had to do, the 
daughter of Abu Ruhm Umm Mistah and I came back towards my house. Umm Mistah stumbled 
over her apron and said, ' May Mistah be ruined!' I said to her, ' What a bad thing you have said! 
Are you abusing a man who was present at Badr' She said, 'Good grief, have you not heard 
what he said' I said, 'What did he say' So she told me what the people of the slander were 
saying, which made me even more ill. When I returned home, the Messenger of Allah came in 
to me and greeted me, then he said, 



« » 

(How is that (lady)) I said to him, 'Will you give me permission to go to my parents' At that 
time I wanted to confirm the news by hearing it from them. The Messenger of Allah gave me 
permission, so I went to my parents and asked my mother, ' my mother, what are the people 
talking about' My mother said, 'Calm down, for by Allah, there is no beautiful woman who is 
loved by her husband and has co-wives but those co-wives would find fault with her.' I said, 
* Subhan Allah! Are the people really talking about that' I wept throughout the whole night until 
morning. My tears never ceased and I did not sleep at all, and morning came while I was still 
weeping. Because the revelation had ceased, the Messenger of Allah called Al i bin Abi Talib 
and Usamah bin Zayd, and consulted with them about divorcing his wife. As for Usamah bin 
Zayd, he told the Messenger of Allah about what he knew of his wife's innocence and his 
fondness for her. He said, '0 Messenger of Allah, she is your wife, and we do not know 
anything about her but good.' But 'AM bin Abi Talib said, '0 Messenger of Allah, Allah has not 
imposed restrictions on you, and there are plenty of other women besides her. If you ask her 
servant girl, she will tell you the truth.' So the Messenger of Allah called Barirah and said, 



» 



« 



(0 Barirah, have you ever seen anything that might make you suspicious about 'A'ishah) Barirah 
said to him, * By the One Who sent you with the truth, I have never seen anything for which I 
could blame her, apart from the fact that she is a young girl who sometimes falls asleep and 
leaves her family's dough unprotected so that the domestic goats come and eat it.' 3d then the 
Messenger of Allah got up and (addressed the people) and asked who could sort out 'Abdullah 
bin Ubayy bin Salul for him. While he was standing on the Minbar, the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(0 Muslims, who will help me against a man who has hurt me by slandering my family By Allah, 
I know nothing about my family but good, and the people are blaming a man of whom I know 
nothing except good, and he has never entered upon my family except with me.) Sa' d bin 
Mu' adh Al-Ansari stood up and said, '0 Messenger of Allah, by Allah I will deal with him for 
you. If he is from (the tribe of) Al-Aws, then I will cut off his head, and if he is from our 
brothers of (the tribe of) Al-Khazraj, tell us what to do and we will do it.' Then Sa' d bin 
' Ubadah stood up. He was the leader of Al-Khazraj, and he was a righteous man, but he was 
overwhelmed with tribal chauvinism. He said to Sa'd bin Mu'adh, 'By Allah, you will not kill 
him and you will never be able to kill him.' Then Usayd bin Hudayr, who was the cousin of Sa'd 
bin Mu' adh, stood up and said to Sa' d bin ' Ubadah, ' You are lying! By Allah, we will kill him, 



and you are a hypocrite arguing on behalf of the hypocrites!' Then the two groups, Al-Aws and 
Al-Khazraj, started to get angry and were about to come to blows, with the Messenger of Allah 
standing there on the Minbar, trying to calm them down until they became quiet, then the 
Messenger of Allah also fell silent. On that day I kept on weeping so much, my tears never 
ceased and I did not sleep at all. My parents thought that my liver would burst from all that 
weeping. While they were sitting with me and I was weeping, a woman of the Ansar asked for 
permission to see me. I let her in, and she sat and wept with me. While we were in that state, 
the Messenger of Allah came in, greeted us and sat down. He had never sat with me since the 
rumors began, and a month had passed by without any revelation coming to him concerning my 
case. The Messenger of Allah recited the Tashahhud when he sat down, then he said, 

» 



« 



(Thereafter, O 'Aishah, I have been told such and such a thing about you, and if you are 
innocent, then Allah will reveal your innocence, but if you have committed a sin, then seek 
Allah's forgiveness and turn in repentance to Him, for when a servant confesses his sin and 
repents to Allah, He accepts his repentance.) When the Messenger of Allah finished what he 
had to say, my tears stopped completely and I not longer felt even one drop. Then I said to my 
father, ' Answer the Messenger of Allah on my behalf.' He said, ' I do not know what I should say 
to the Messenger of Allah.' So I said to my mother, " Answer the Messenger of Allah on my 
behalf.' She said, * I do not know what I should say to the Messenger of Allah.' So even though I 
was just a young girl who had not memorized much of the Qur'an, I said: ' By Allah, I know that 
you have heard so much of this story that it has become planted in your minds and you believe 
it. So now if I tell you that I am innocent -- and Allah knows that I am innocent -- you will not 
believe me; but if I admit something to you -- and Allah knows that I am innocent -- you will 
believe me. By Allah, I cannot find any example to give you except for that which the Prophet 
Yusuf'sfather said, 



(So (for me) patience is most fitting. And it is Allah Whose help can be sought against that (lie) 
which you describe) 12:18 . Then I turned my face away and lay down on my bed. By Allah, at 
that point I knew I was innocent and that Allah would prove my innocence because I was 
innocent, but by Allah, I did not think that Allah would reveal Qur'an that would be forever 
recited concerning my situation, because I thought of myself as too insignificant for Allah to 
reveal anything concerning me. But I hoped that the Messenger of Allah would see a dream in 
which Allah would prove my innocence. By Allah, the Messenger of Allah did not move from 
where he was sitting and no one left the house before Allah sent down revelation to His 
Prophet , and he was overtaken by the state that always overtook him when the revelation 
came upon him, until drops of sweat like pearls would run down him, even on a winter's day; 
this was because of the heaviness of the words which were being revealed to him. When that 
state passed -- and the Messenger of Allah was smiling -- the first thing he said was, 



« » 

(Be glad ' A'ishah, Allah has declared your innocence.) My mother said to me, ' Get up and go 
to him.' I said, ' By Allah, I will not go to him and I will not give praise to anyone except Allah, 
may He be glorified, for He isthe One Who has proven my innocence.' So Allah revealed: 



(Verily, those who brought forth the slander are a group among you.), until the ten Ayat. Allah 
revealed these Ayat concerning my innocence. Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, who 
used to spend on Mistah bin Uthathah because he was a close relative and because he was 
poor, said, 'By Allah, I will never spend anything on him again after what he has said about 
' A'ishah. ' Then Allah revealed, 



(And let not those among you who are blessed with graces and wealth swear not to give to their 
kinsmen.) until His saying: 



(Do you not love that Allah should forgive you And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 24:22 . 
So Abu Bakr said, 'By Allah, certainly I love that Allah should forgive me.' So he resumed 
spending on Mistah as he had spent on him before, and he said, * By Allah, I shall never stop 
spending on him.' The Messenger of Allah asked Zaynab bint Jahsh about my situation, and said, 

« » 

(0 Zaynab, what do you know and what have you seen) She said, ' Messenger of Allah, may 
Allah protect my hearing and my sight. By Allah, I know nothing but good.' She isthe one who 
used to compete with me among the wives of the Prophet , but Allah protected her (from 
telling lies) because of her piety. But her sister Hamnah bint Jahsh kept on fighting on her 
behalf, so she was doomed along with those who were doomed." Ibn Shihab said, "This is as 
much as we know about this group of people." It was also by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in their 
Sahihs from the Hadith of Az-Zuhri, and by Ibn Ishaq also from Az-Zuhri. He also said: "Yahya 
bin ' Abbad bin 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr told me from his father, from 'A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, and 'Abdullah bin Abi Bakr bin Muhammad bin ' Amr bin Hazm Al-Ansari told 
me from ' Amrah, from ' A'ishah, (a report) similar to that quoted above. And Allah knows best. 
Allah's saying: 



(Verily, those who brought forth the slander) means, the lies, falsehood and fabrications. 



(are a group) means, a gang among you. 



(Consider it not a bad thing for you.) family of Abu Bakr, 



(Nay, it is good for you.) means, in this world and the Hereafter, honorable mention in this 
world and raised status in the Hereafter. Allah demonstrated the esteem with which He 
regarded the family of Abu Bakr when He defended " A'ishah the Mother of the believers, may 
Allah be pleased with her, by revealing her innocence in the Qur'an, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it. ..) 41:42 . Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, entered upon her when she was dying, he said to her, "Rejoice, for you are 
the wife of the Messenger of Allah and he used to love you; he did not marry any virgin other 
than you, and your innocence was revealed from heaven." 



(Unto every man among them will be paid that which he had earned of the sin,) means, each of 
those who spoke about this matter and accused the Mother of the believers x A'ishah, may Allah 
be pleased with her, of any immoral action, will have a great share of punishment. 



(and as for him among them who had the greater share therein,) It was said that this referred 
to the one who initiated the rumors, or that it was the one who collected rumors and spread 
them among the people. 



(his will be a great torment.) means, for that. He was ' Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, may Allah 
disfigure him and curse him. 



e(12. Why then, did not the believers, men and women, when you heard it, think good of their 
own people and say: "This is an obvious lie") (13. Why did they not produce four witnesses 
against him Since they have not produced witnesses! Then with Allah, they are the liars.) 



Disciplining the Believers for spreading the Slander 

Here Allah disciplines the believers with regard to the matter of ' A'ishah, because some of 
them spread this evil talk and the slander that had been mentioned. So Allah says: 



(Why then, when you heard it,) meaning, the talk which accused the Mother of the believers, 
may Allah be pleased with her, 



(the believers, men and women, think good of their own people) means, why did they not 
compare what was said to themselves -- if it was not befitting for them then it was even less 
appropriate for the Mother of the believers, and she was more likely to be innocent. Or it was 
said that this was revealed about Abu Ayyub Khalid bin Zayd Al-Ansari and his wife, may Allah 
be pleased with them. Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar narrated, "The wife of Abu Ayyub 
Khalid bin Zayd Al-Ansari, Umm Ayyub, said to him, '0 Abu Ayyub, have you heard what the 
people are saying about 'A'ishah' He said, 'Yes, and it is all lies. Would you do that, Umm 
Ayyub' She said, ' No, by Allah, I would not do that.' He said, 'And by Allah, 'A'ishah is better 
than you.' When the Qur'an was revealed, Allah mentioned those who spoke about the evil deed 
among the people of the slander, 



(Verily, those who brought forth the slander are a group among you.) 24:1 This refers to 
Hassan and his companions who said what they said. Then Allah said, 



(Why then, did not the believers, men, when you heard it, think...) means, as Abu Ayyub and 
his wife did." Allah's saying: 



(the believers, men think...) meaning, ' why did they not think good, because the Mother of the 
believers is his wife and is closer to him.' This is concerned with innermost feelings; 



(and say:) means, with their tongues, verbally, 



("This (charge) is an obvious lie") means, a clear untruth told about the Mother of the believers, 
may Allah be pleased with her. What happened should not have been the cause of suspicion. 
The fact that the Mother of the believers came openly, riding on the camel of Safwan bin Al- 
Mu' attal at midday, with the entire army watching and the Messenger of Allah among them, 
should have made it clear that there was no cause for suspicion. If there had been anything 
suspicious about the matter, they would not have come openly in this manner in front of so 
many witnesses; they would have come secretly. On this basis, what the people of the slander 
said accusing the Mother of the believers was an utter lie, false speech and evil foolish talk, by 
which people who indulged in it lost out. Allah said: 



(Why did they not produce four witnesses against him) meaning, to prove that what they were 
saying was true. 



(Snce they have not produced witnesses! Then with Allah they are the liars. )Allah has ruled 
that they are indeed wicked liars. 



(14. Had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy unto you in this world and in the 
Hereafter, a great torment would have touched you for that whereof you had spoken.) (15. 
When you were propagating it with your tongues, and uttering with your mouths that whereof 
you had no knowledge, you counted it a little thing, while with Allah it was very great.) 



The Grace of Allah towards the People of the Slander by giving 
Them the Opportunity to repent 

Allah says, 



(Had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy unto you in this world and in the 
Hereafter,) This is addressed to those who were indulging in discussing the matter of ' Aishah, 
informing them that Allah has accepted their repentance in this world, and forgiven them 
because of their faith in the Hereafter. 



(would have touched you for that whereof you had spoken.) with regard to the slander. 



(a great torment) This refers to those who had faith in Allah because of their repentance, such 
as Mist ah, Hassan and Hamnah bint Jahsh the sister of Zaynab bint Jahsh. As for the hypocrites 
who indulged in the slander, such as 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul and his like, they are not 
the ones who are referred to in this Ayah , because they did not have sufficient faith and 
righteous deeds to balance or cancel out what they had done. By the same token, the threats 
that were narrated for a specific deed are bound to be carried out, if there is no repentance or 
sufficient righteous deeds to balance or outweigh it. Then Allah says: 



(When you were propagating it with your tongues,) Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Some of 
you were relating it to others," where one says, ' I heard this from so-and-so, and so-and-so 
said such and such, and some of them mentioned such and such.' Qhers recited the Ayah: ( 



) ("When you were inventing a lie with your tongues...") In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is 
recorded that ' A'ishah recited it like that. According to her, the meaning refers to lies which a 
person persists in telling. The first recitation is preferred and more popular, and the majority 
recite it that way, but the second is reported from ' A'ishah, the Mother of the believers. 



(and uttering with your mouths that whereof you had no knowledge,) means, you were 
speaking about something which you knew nothing about. Then Allah says: 



(you counted it a little thing, while with Allah it was very great.) means, 'you said what you 
said about the Mother of the believers and you thought that it was a trifling and insignificant 
matter, but even if she was not the wife of the Prophet , it still would not be an insignificant 
matter -- so how about when she is the wife of the Unlettered Prophet, the Seal of the 
Prophets and Leader of the Messengers 'It is a very serious matter with Allah that such a thing 
should be said about the wife of His Messenger! For Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, 
feels great fury and anger over such matters, and He would never decree such a thing for the 
wife of any of His Prophets. If that is the case, then how about the best of the wives of any 
Prophet, the wife of the best of the sons of Adam in this world and the next Allah says: 



(you counted it a little thing, while with Allah it was very great.) In the Two Sahihs it is 
reported that: 

» 



« 

(A man may say a word that angers Allah without realizing how far it will go, and because of 
that he will be thrown into Hell a distance greater than that between heaven and earth.) 
According to another report: 

« » 

(And he may not pay any attention to it.) 



(16. And why did you not, when you heard it, say: "It is not right for us to speak of this. Glory 
be to You (0 Allah)! This is a great lie.") (17. Allah forbids you from it and warns you not to 
repeat the like of it forever, if you are believers.) (18. And Allah makes the Ayat plain to you, 
and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) 



Further Discipline 

This is further discipline, in addition to the command to think well of people, i.e., if something 
unbefitting is mentioned about good people, then one should think well of them, and not feel 
towards them anything but good. Then if a person has any unsuitable thoughts about them, 
insinuated into his mind and imagination by Shaytan, he should not speak about that, for the 
Prophet said: 

» 

« 

(Allah will excuse my Ummah for anything that occurs to their minds, so long as they do not 
speak about it or act upon it.) This was reported in the Two Sahihs. Allah's saying: 



(And why did you not, when you heard it, say: "It is not right for us to speak of this".) meaning, 
we should not talk about it or mention it to anyone. 



(Glory be to You (0 Allah)! This is a great lie.) means, glory be to Allah that such a thing should 
be said about the wife of His Prophet and close Friend . Then Allah says, 



(Allah forbids you from it and warns you not to repeat the like of it forever, ) meaning, Allah is 
forbidding you and warning you from doing anything like this again in the future. Allah says, 



(if you are believers.) meaning, if you believe in Allah and His Laws, and you respect His 
Messenger . As for those who are described as disbelievers, a different ruling applies in their 
case. Then Allah says, 



(And Allah makes the Ayat plain to you,) meaning, He makes clear to you the rulings of 
SharT ah and His divine decrees. 



(and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) means, He knows what is right for His servants and He is 
Wise in His Laws and decrees. 



(19. Verily, those who like that Fahishah should be circulated among those who believe, they 
will have a painful torment in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah knows and you know 
not.) 



Disciplining Those Who like that Illegal Sexual Intercourse should be 

circulated among the Believers 

This is a third instance of discipline directed at those who hear evil talk, believe it to some 
extent, and start to spread it; they should not spread such talk or pass it on to others. Allah 
says: 



(Verily, those who like that Fahshah should be circulated among those who believe, they will 
have a painful torment) meaning, those who like to see evil talk about them (the believers) 
appear, 



(they will have a painful torment in this world) means, because of the prescribed punishment, 
and in the Hereafter because of the torment in Hell. 



(And Allah knows and you know not.) means, return the matter to Him and you will be guided. 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Thawban that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(Do not annoy the servants of Allah, nor abuse them, nor seek their hidden shortcomings. 
Whoever seeks out the faults of his Muslim brother, Allah will expose his faults and degrade 
him, even if he is hiding in his house.) 



(20. And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you, and that Allah is full of 
kindness, Most Merciful.) (21. you who believe! Follow not the Khutuwat of Shaytan. And 
whosoever follows the footsteps of Shaytan, then, verily, he commands Al-Fahsha' and the evil 
deeds. And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you, not one of you would 
ever have been pure from sins. But Allah purifies whom He wills, and Allah is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower.) 

A Reminder of the Grace of Allah and a Warning against following 

the Footsteps of Shaytan 

Allah says: 



(And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you, and that Allah is full of 
kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, if it were not for this, it would have been another matter 
altogether, but He, may He be exalted, is full of kindness towards His servants and Merciful 
towards them. He accepts the repentance of those who repent to Him from this sin, and 
purifies those among them who are purified by the prescribed punishment carried out on them. 
Then Allah says: 



(0 you who believe! Follow not the Khutuwat of Shaytan.) hmeaning, his ways and paths and 
what he commands, 



(And whosoever follows the footsteps of Shaytan, then, verily, he commands immorality and 
the evil deeds.) This is a warning given in the most concise and eloquent manner. " AM bin Abi 
Talhah recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that 



(the Khutuwat of Shaytan) means his deeds. ' Ikrimah said that it means his evil whispers. 
Qatadah said: "Every sin is one of the footsteps of Shaytan." Abu Mijlaz said: "Vowing to commit 
sin is one of the footsteps of Shaytan." Then Allah says: 



(And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on you, not one of you would ever 
have been pure from sins.) meaning, if He did not help whomever He wills to repent and come 
back to Him and be purified from Shirk, evil and sin, and whatever bad characteristics each 
person has according to his nature, no one would ever attain purity and goodness. 



(But Allah purifies whom He wills) means, among His creation, and He sends astray whomever 
He wills, leaving him to be doomed in his misguidance and sin. 



(and Allah is All-Hearer,) means, He hears what His servants say, 



(All-Knower.) of who deserves to be guided and who deserves to be misguided. 



(22. And let not those among you who are blessed with graces and wealth swear not to give to 
their kinsmen, the poor, and those who left their homes for Allah's cause. Let them pardon and 
forgive. Do you not love that Allah should forgive you And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Urging Those Who have been blessed with Wealth to give and to be 

tolerant 



Allah says, 



(And let not swear) meaning, make an oath, 



(those among you who are blessed with graces ) means, those who have the means to give 
charity and do good, 



(and wealth) means, good fortune, 



(to give to their kinsmen, the poor, and those who left their homes for Allah's cause.) means, 
do not swear that you will not uphold the ties of kinship with your relatives who are needy or 
who migrated for the sake of Allah, which is the ultimate act of kindness in the area of 
upholding kinship ties. Allah says, 



(Let them pardon and forgive.) past insults and bad treatment. This is part of the patience, 
generosity and kindness of Allah towards His creation, despite the fact that they wrong 
themselves. This Ayah was revealed concerning As-9ddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, when 
he swore that he would not help Mist ah bin Uthathah after he said what he said about " Aishah, 
as we have already seen in the Hadith. When Allah revealed the innocence of the Mother of the 
believers, " Aishah, and the believers were happy and content with the outcome of this 
incident, and those believers who had talked about the matter repented, and the prescribed 
punishment had been carried out upon those on whom it was carried out, then Allah started to 
soften the heart of As-9ddiq towards his relative Mist ah bin Uthathah. Mistah was the cousin of 
As-Sddiq, the son of his maternal aunt, and he was a poor man with no wealth except 
whatever Abu Bakr spent on him. He was one of those who had migrated for the sake of Allah. 
He had invented the lies and the slander, but then Allah accepted his repentance from that and 
the prescribed punishment was carried out on him. As-9ddiq was known for his generosity and 
he did favorsto his relatives and strangers alike. When this Ayah was revealed: 



(Do you not love that Allah should forgive you), which shows that the reward fits the action, 
and that ' if you forgive others, you will be forgiven,' then As-9ddiq said, "Of course, by Allah, 
we love -- our Lord -- that You should forgive us." Then he resumed his spending on Mistah 



and said, "By Allah I will never stop spending on him." This was to counteract what he had said 
previously, "By Allah I will never spend on him." This proves that he deserved to be called As- 
Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with him and his daughter. 



(23. Verily, those who accuse chaste believing women, who never even think of anything 
touching their chastity and are good believers -- are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, 
and for them will be a great torment.) (24. On the Day when their tongues, their hands, and 
their legs will bear witness against them as to what they used to do.) (25. On that Day Allah 
will pay them the recompense of their deeds in full, and they will know that Allah, He is the 
Manifest Truth.) 



A Threat to Those who accuse Chaste Women, Who never even 
think of anything touching their Chastity and are Good Believers 

This is a warning and threat from Allah to those who accuse chaste women, who never even 
think of anything effecting their chastity since they are good believers. The Mothers of the 
believers are more entitled to be included in this category than any other chaste woman, 
especially the one who was the reason for this Ayah being revealed: ' Aishah bint As-9ddiq, 
may Allah be pleased with them both. All of the scholars agree that whoever slanders her or 
makes accusations against after what has been said in this Ayah, is a disbeliever, because of his 
being obstinate with the Qur'an. The same ruling appliesto all of the Mothers of the believers. 



(are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter,) This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,) 33:57 * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
said, "This is about " A'ishah, and whoever does anything similar nowadays to Muslim women, 
the same appliesto him, but " A'ishah is the one who is primarily referred to here." Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



« » 



(Shun the seven destructive sins. ) He was asked, "What are they, Messenger of Allah" He 
said: 



» 



« 



(Associating partners with Allah; magic; killing a soul whom Allah has forbidden to be killed, 
except with just cause; consuming Riba; consuming the property of orphans; desertion at the 
time of war; and accusing chaste women, who never even think of anything touching their 
chastity and are good believers.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in the Two 
Sahihs. 



(On the Day when their tongues, their hands, and their legs will bear witness against them asto 
what they used to do.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This refers to the 
idolators when they realize that no one will enter Paradise except the people who used to 
perform Salah. They will say, * Come, let us deny (everything).' So they will deny (everything), 
then their mouths will be sealed and their hands and feet will testify against them, and they 
will not be able to hide anything from Allah." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded that Anas bin Malik 
said, "We were with the Prophet and he smiled so broadly that his back teeth could be seen, 
then he said: 



« » 

(Do you know why I am smiling) We said, " Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said, 



» 



« 

(Because of the way a person will dispute with his Lord. He will say, "0 Lord, did you not 
protect me from doing wrong" Allah will say, "Of course," The person will say, "I will not accept 
for anyone to give testimony concerning me except myself." Allah will say, "You are sufficient 
as a witness against yourself." Then a seal will be put upon his mouth and it will be said to his 
faculties, "Speak." So they will speak about his deeds. Then he will be permitted to speak, and 
he will say, "Away with you! I was only speaking in your defence!") This was recorded by Muslim 
and An-Nasa'i. 



(On that Day Allah will pay Dinahum,) Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(Dinahum) "Meaning ' their account.' Every time Dinahum appears in the Qur'an it means 'their 
account.'" This was also the view of other scholars. 



(and they will know that Allah, He is the Manifest Truth.) means, His promise, His threat and 
His reckoning are all just and there is no unfairness in them. 



(26. Bad statements are for bad people and bad people for bad statements. Good statements 
are for good people and good people for good statements: such are innocent of (every) bad 
statement which they say; for them is forgiveness, and honored provision.) 



The Goodness of ' A'ishah because She is married to the best of 

Mankind 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "Evil words are for evil men, and evil men are for evil words; good words are 
for good men and good men are for good words. This was revealed concerning " A'ishah and the 
people of the slander." This was also narrated from Mujahid, 'Ata', Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ash- 
Sha'bi, Al-Hasan bin Abu Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Habib bin Abi Thabit and Ad-Dahhak, and it was 
also the view favored by Ibn Jarir. He interpreted it to mean that evil speech is more suited to 
evil people, and good speech is more suited to good people. What the hypocrites attributed to 
" A'ishah was more suited to them, and she was most suited to innocence and having nothing to 
do with them. Allah said: 



(such (good people) are innocent of (every) bad statement which they say;) ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "Evil women are for evil men and evil men are for evil women, and good 
women are for good men and good men are for good women." This also necessarily refers back 
to what they said, i.e., Allah would not have made 'A'ishah the wife of His Messenger unless 
she had been good, because he is the best of the best of mankind. If she had been evil, she 
would not have been a suitable partner either according to His Laws or His decree. Allah said: 



(such are innocent of (every) bad statement which they say;) meaning, they are remote from 
what the people of slander and enmity say. 



(for them is forgiveness,) means, because of the lies that were told about them, 



(and honored provision.) meaning, with Allah in the Gardens of Delight. This implies a promise 
that she will be the wife of the Messenger of Allah in Paradise. 



(27. Oyou who believe! Enter not houses other than your own, until you have asked permission 
and greeted those in them; that is better for you, in order that you may remember.) (28. And if 
you find no one therein, still enter not until permission has been given. And if you are asked to 
go back, go back, for it is purer for you. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do.) (29. There is 
no sin on you that you enter houses uninhabited, you have any interest in them. And Allah has 
knowledge of what you reveal and what you conceal.) 

Seeking Permission and the Etiquette of entering Houses 

This is the Islamic etiquette. Allah taught these manners (of seeking permission) to His 
believing servants and commanded them not to enter houses other than their own until they 
had asked permission, i.e., to ask for permission before entering and to give the greeting of 
Salam after asking. One should seek permission three times, and if permission is given, (he may 
enter), otherwise he should go away.lt was reported in the Sahih that when Abu Musa asked 
* Umar three times for permission to enter and he did not give him permission, he went away. 
Then ' Umar said, "Did I not hear the voice of * Abdullah bin Qays asking for permission to enter 
Let him come in." 3d they looked for him, but found that he had gone. When he came later on, 
' Umar said, "Why did you go away" He said, "I asked for permission to enter three times, but 
permission was not given to me, and I heard the Prophet say, 



» 



« 



(If any one of you asks for permission three times and it is not given, then let him go away.)" 
x Umar said, "You should certainly bring me evidence for this or I shall beat you!" So he went to 
a group of the Ansar and told them what " Umar said. They said, "No one will give testimony for 
you but the youngest of us." So Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri went with him and told * Umar about that. 
'Umar said, "What kept me from learning that was my being busy in the marketplace." Imam 
Ahmad recorded a narration stating that Anas or someone else said that the Messenger of Allah 
asked for permission to enter upon Sa' d bin ' Ubadah. He said: 



« » 



(As-Salamu ' Alayka wa Rahmatullah) Sa' d said, "Wa ' Alaykas- Salam Wa Rahmatullah," but the 
Prophet did not hear the returned greeting until he had given the greeting three times and 
Sa' d had returned the greeting three times, but he did not let him hear him i.e., Sa'd 
responded in a low voice . So the Prophet went back, and Sa' d followed him and said,"0 
Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother be ransomed for you! You did not give any 
greeting but I responded to you, but I did not let you hear me. I wanted to get more of your 



Salams and blessings." Then he admitted him to his house and offered him some raisins. The 
Prophet ate, and when he finished, he said, 



» 



« 



(May the righteous eat your food, may the angels send blessings upon you and may those who 
are fasting break their fast with you.) It should also be known that the one who is seeking 
permission to enter should not stand directly in front of the door; he should have the door on 
his right or left, because of the Hadith recorded by Abu Dawud from 'Abdullah bin Busr, who 
said, "When the Messenger of Allah came to someone's door, he would never stand directly in 
front of it, but to the right or left, and he would say, 

« » 

(As-Salamu ' Alaykum, As-Salamu 'Alaykum.) That was because at that time the houses had no 
covers or curtains over their doorways." This report was recorded by Abu Dawud only. In the 
Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(If a person looks into your house without your permission, and you throw a stone at him and it 
puts his eye out, there will be no blame on you.) The Group recorded that Jabir said, "I came 
to the Prophet with something that was owed by my father and knocked at the door. He said, 

« » 

(Who is that) I said, "I am!" He said, 

« » 

(I I) as if he disliked it." He did not like it because this word tells you nothing about who is 
saying it, unless he clearly states his name or the name by which he is known, (nickname) 
otherwise everyone could call himself "Me", and it does not fulfill the purpose of asking 
permission to enter, which is to put people at their ease, as commanded in the Ayah. Al-' Awfi 
narrated from Ibn Abbas, "Putting people at ease means seeking permission to enter." This was 
also the view of others. Imam Ahmad recorded from Kaladah bin Al-Hanbal that at the time of 
the Conquest (of Makkah), Safwan bin Umayyah sent him with milk, a small gazelle, and small 
cucumbers when the Prophet was at the top of the valley. He said, "I entered upon the Prophet 
and I did not give the greeting of Salam nor ask for permission to enter. The Prophet said, 



« : » 

(Go back and say: "As-Salamu 'Alaykum, may I enter") This was after Safwan had become 
Muslim." This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said, 
"Hasan Gharib." Ibn Jurayj said that he heard 'Ata' bin Abi Rabah narrating that Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Alah be pleased with him, said, "There are three Ayat whose rulings people neglect. Allah 
says, 



(Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one who has the most Taqwa) 49:13 , But 
(now) they say that the most honorable of them with Allah is the one who has the biggest 
house. As for seeking permission, the people have forgotten all about it." I said, "Should I seek 
permission to enter upon my orphan sisters who are living with me in one house" He said, "Yes." 
I asked him to make allowances for me but he refused and said, "Do you want to see them 
naked" I said, "No." He said, "Then ask for permission to enter." I asked him again and he said, 
"Do you want to obey Allah" I said, "Yes." He said, "Then ask for permission." Ibn Jurayj said, 
"Ibn Tawustold me that his father said, 'There are no women whom I hate to see naked more 
than those who are my Mahrams.' He was very strict on this point." Ibn Jurayj narrated that Az- 
Zuhri said, "I heard Huzayl bin Shurahbil Al-Awdi Al-A' ma (say that) he heard Ibn Mas' ud say, 
'You have to seek permission to enter upon your mothers.'" Ibn Jurayj said, "I said to 'Ata': 
' Does a man have to seek permission to enter upon his wife' He said, ' No, it can be understood 
that this is not obligatory, but it is better for him to let her know that he is coming in so as not 
to startle her, because she may be in a state where she does not want him to see her. "' Abu 
Ja' far bin Jarir narrated from the nephew of Zaynab -- the wife of 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud -- 
that Zaynab, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "When 'Abdullah came back from some 
errand and reached the door, he would clear his throat and spit, because he did not want to 
come suddenly and find us in a state he disliked." Its chain of narration isSahih. 



(Oyou who believe! Enter not houses other than your own, until you have asked permission and 
greeted those in them;) Muqatil bin Hayyan said: "During the Jahiliyyah, when a man met his 
friend, he would not greet him with Salam; rather he would say "Huyyita Sabahan" or "Huyyita 
Masa'an" equivalent to "Good morning" or "Good evening" . This was the greeting among the 
people at that time. They did not seek permission to enter one another's houses; a man might 
walk straight in and say, "I have come in," and so on. This was difficult for a man to bear, as he 
might be with his wife. So Allah changed all that by enjoining covering and chastity, making it 
pure and free of any sin or impropriety. So Allah said: 



(Oyou who believe! Enter not houses other than your own, until you have asked permission and 
greeted those in them...) What Muqatil said is good. Allah said: 



(that is better for you,) meaning, seeking permission to enter in is better for you because it is 
better for both parties, the one who is seeking permission to enter and the people inside the 
house. 



(in order that you may remember. 



(And if you find no one therein, still enter not until permission has been given.) This has to do 
with the way in which one deals with other people's property without their permission. If he 
wants to, he can give permission, and if he wants to he can refrain from giving permission. 



(And if you are asked to go back, go back, for it is purer for you.) means, if you are turned 
away at the door, before or after permission has been given, 



(go back, for it is purer for you.) means, going back is purer and better for you. 



(And Allah is All-Knower of what you do.) Qatadah said that one of the emigrants said: "All my 
life I tried to follow this Ayah, but if I asked for permission to enter upon one of my brothers 
and he asked me to go back, I could not do so happily, although Allah says, 



(And if you are asked to go back, go back, for it is purer for you. And Allah is All-Knower of 
what you do.)" 



(And if you are asked to go back, go back....) Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "This means, do not stand 
at people's doors." 



(There is no sin on you that you enter houses uninhabited,) This Ayah is more specific than the 
one that comes before it, because it states that it is permissible to enter houses where there is 
nobody, if one has a reason for doing so, such as houses that are prepared for guests -- if he 
has been given permission once, then this is sufficient. Ibn Jurayj said, "Ibn " Abbas said: 



(Enter not houses other than your own, ) then this was abrogated and an exception was made, 
and Allah said: 



(There is no sin on you that you enter houses uninhabited, (when) you have any interest in 
them.) This was also narrated from " Ikrimah and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 



(30. Tell the believing men to lower their gaze, and protect their private parts. That is purer 
for them. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) The Command to lower the Gaze This is a 
command from Allah to His believing servants, to lower their gaze from looking at things that 
have been prohibited for them. They should look only at what is permissible for them to look 
at, and lower their gaze from forbidden things. If it so happens that a person's gaze 
unintentionally falls upon something forbidden, he should quickly look away. Muslim recorded 
in his Sahih that Jarir bin " Abdullah Al-Bajali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I asked the 
Prophet about the sudden glance, and he commanded me to turn my gaze away. In the Sahih it 
is narrated that Abu Sa' id said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



« » 

(Beware of sitting in the streets.) They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, we have no alternative but 
to sit in the streets to converse with one another." The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(If you insist, then give the street its rights.) They asked, "What are the rights of the street, O 
Messenger of Allah" He said, 

» 

« 

(Lower your gaze, return the greeting of Salam, enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil.) 
Abu Al-Qasim Al-Baghawi recorded that Abu Umamah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

: » 



« 



(Guarantee me six things and I will guarantee you Paradise: when any one of you speaks, he 
should not lie; if he is entrusted with something, he should not betray that trust; if he makes a 
promise, he should not break it; lower your gaze; restrain your hands; and protect your private 
parts.) Snce looking provokes the heart to evil, Allah commanded (the believers) to protect 
their private partsjust as he commanded them to protect their gaze which can lead to that. So 
he said: 



(Tell the believing men to lower their gaze, and protect their private parts.) Sometimes 
protecting the private parts may involve keeping them from committing Zina, as Allah says: 



(And those who guard their chastity) 23:5 . Sometimes it may involve not looking at certain 
things, as in the Hadith in Musnad Ahmad and the Sunan: 



» 



« 

(Guard your private parts except from your wife and those whom your right hands possess.) 



(That is purer for them.) means, it is purer for their hearts and better for their commitment to 
religion, as it was said: Whoever protects his gaze, Allah will illuminate his understanding, or 
his heart. 



(Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) This is like the Ayah : 



(Allah knows the fraud of the eyes and all that the breasts conceal.) 40:19 In the Sahih it is 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(The son of Adam has his share of Zina decreed for him, and he will commit that which has 
been decreed. The Zina of the eyes is looking; the Zina of the tongue is speaking; the Zina of 
the ears is listening; the Zina of the hands is striking; and the Zina of the feet is walking. The 
soul wishes and desires, and the private parts confirm or deny that.) It was recorded by Al- 
Bukhari without a complete chain. Muslim recorded a similar report with a different chain of 
narration. Many of the Salaf said, "They used to forbid men from staring at beardless handsome 
boys. " 



(31. And tell the believing women to lower their gaze, and protect their private parts and not 
to show off their adornment except that which is apparent, and to draw their veils all over 
their Juyub and not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or their fathers, or 
their husband's fathers, or their sons, or their husband's sons, or their brothers or their 
brother's sons, or their sister's sons, or their women, or their right hand possessions, or the 
Tabr in among men who do not have desire, or children who are not aware of the nakedness of 
women. And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of their adornment. 
And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, believers, that you may be successful.) 



The Rulings of Hijab 

This is a command from Allah to the believing women, and jealousy on His part over the wives 
of His believing servants. It is also to distinguish the believing women from the women of the 
Jahiliyyah and the deeds of the pagan women. The reason for the revelation of this Ayah was 
mentioned by Muqatil bin Hayyan, when he said: "We heard -- and Allah knows best -- that 
Jabir bin ' Abdullah Al-Ansari narrated that Asma' bint Murshidah was in a house of hers in Bani 
Harithah, and the women started coming in to her without lower garments so that the anklets 
on their feet could be seen, along with their chests and forelocks. Asma' said: ' How ugly this 
is!' Then Allah revealed: 



(And tell the believing women to lower their gaze...)" And Allah says: 



(And tell the believing women to lower their gaze) meaning, from that which Allah has 
forbidden them to look at, apart from their husbands. Some scholars said that it is permissible 
for women to look at non-Mahram men without desire, as it was recorded in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah was watching the Ethiopians playing with spears in the Masjid on the day of 
' Id, and ' Aishah the Mother of the believers was watching them from behind him and he was 
concealing her from them, until she got bored and went away. 



(and protect their private parts). Sa id bin Jubayr said: "From immoral actions." Abu AI-'Aliyah 
said: "Every Ayah of the Qur'an in which protecting the private parts is mentioned means 
protecting them from Zina, except for this Ayah -- 



(and protect their private parts), which means protecting them from being seen by anybody." 



(and not to show off their adornment except that which is apparent,) means, they should not 
show anything of their adornment to non-Mahram men except for whatever it is impossible to 
hide. Ibn Mas' ud said: "Such as clothes and outer garments," Meaning what the Arab women 
used to wear of the veil which covered their clothes and whatever showed from underneath the 
outer garment. There is no blame on her for this, because this is something that she cannot 
conceal. Similar to that is what appears of her lower garment and what she cannot conceal. Al- 
Hasan, Ibn Srin, Abu Al-Jawza', Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and others also had the same view as Ibn 
Mas ud. 



(and to draw their veils all over their Juyub) means that they should wear the outer garment in 
such a way as to cover their chests and ribs, so that they will be different from the women of 
the Jahiliyyah, who did not do that but would pass in front of men with their chests completely 
uncovered, and with their necks, forelocks, hair and earrings uncovered. So Allah commanded 
the believing women to cover themselves, as He says: 



(0 Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to draw their 
cloaks all over their bodies. That will be better, that they should be known, so as not to be 
annoyed) 33:59 And in this noble Ayah He said: 



(and to draw their (Khumur) veils all over their Juyub) Khumur (veils) is the plural of Khimar, 
which means something that covers, and is what is used to cover the head. This is what is 
known among the people as a veil. Sa' id bin Jubayr said: 



(and to draw) meansto pull it around and tie it securely. 



(their veils all over their Juyub) means, over their necks and chests so that nothing can be seen 
of them. Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "May Allah 
have mercy on the women of the early emigrants. When Allah revealed the Ayah: 



(and to draw their veils all over their Juyub), they tore their aprons and Akhtamar themselves 
with them." He also narrated from Safiyyah bint Shaybah that ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, used to say: "When this Ayah: 



(and to draw their veils all over their Juyub) was revealed, they took their Izars (waistsheets) 
and tore them at the edges, and Akhtamar themselves with them." 



(and not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or their fathers, or their 
husband's fathers, or their sons, or their husband's sons, or their brothers or their brother's 
sons, or their sister's sons,) All of these are a woman's close relatives whom she can never 
marry (Mahram) and it is permissible for her to show her adornments to them, but without 
making a wanton display of herself. Ibn Al-Mundhir recorded that ' Ikrimah commented on this 
Ayah, 



(and not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or their fathers, or their 
husband's fathers. ..), "The paternal uncle and maternal uncle are not mentioned here, because 
they may describe a woman to their sons, so a woman should not remove her Khimar in front of 
her paternal or maternal uncle. "With regard to the husband, all of this is for his sake, so she 
should try her best when adorning herself for him, unlike the way she should appear in front of 
others. 



(or their women,) this means that she may also wear her adornment in front of other Muslim 
women, but not in front of the women of Ahl Adh-Dhimmah (Jewish and Christian women), lest 
they describe her to their husbands. This is prohibited for all women, but more so in the case 
of the women of Ahl Adh-Dhimmah, because there is nothing to prevent them from doing that, 
but Muslim women know that it is unlawful and so, would be deterred from doing it. The 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(No woman should describe another woman to her husband so that it is as if he is looking at 
her.) It was recorded in the Two Sahihsfrom Ibn Mas' ud. 



(or their right hand possessions. ) Ibn Jarir said, "This means from among the women of the 
idolators. It is permissible for a Muslim woman to reveal her adornment before such a woman, 
even if she is an idolatress, because she is her slave-girl." This was also the view of Sa' id bin 
Al-Musayyib. Allah says; 



(Tabr in among men who do not have desire,) such as hired servants and followers who are not 
at the same level as the woman and are feeble-minded and have no interest in or desire for 
women. Ibn " Abbas said, "This is the kind of person who has no desire." ' Ikrimah said, "This is 
the hermaphrodite, who does not experience erections." This was also the view of others 
among the Salaf. It was narrated in the Sahih from ' A'ishah that a hermaphrodite, used to 
enter upon the family of the Messenger of Allah and they used to consider him as one of those 
who do not have desire, but then the Messenger of Allah came in when he was describing a 
woman with four rolls of fat in front and eight behind. The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Lo! I think this person knows what is they are; he should never enter upon you.) He expelled 
him, and he stayed in Al-Bayda' and only came on Fridays to get food. 



(or children who are not aware of the nakedness of women. ) Because they are so young they 
do not understand anything about women or their " Awrah or their soft speech or their enticing 
ways of walking and moving. If a child is small and does not understand that, there is nothing 
wrong with him entering upon women, but if he is an adolescent or approaching adolescence, 
so that he knows and understands these things, and can make a distinction between who is 
beautiful and who is not, then he should not enter upon women. It was recorded in the Two 
Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Avoid entering upon women.) It was said, "0 Messenger of Allah, what do you think about the 
male in-laws" He said: 



« : » 

(The male in-law is death.) 

The Etiquette of Women walking in the Street 



Allah's saying: 



(And let them not stamp their feet...) During Jahiliyyah, when women walked in the street 
wearing anklets and no one could hear them, they would stamp their feet so that men could 
hear their anklets ringing. Allah forbade the believing women to do this. By the same token, if 
there is any other kind of adornment that is hidden, women are forbidden to make any 
movements that would reveal what is hidden, because Allah says: 



(And let them not stamp their feet...) to the end of it. From that, women are also prohibited 
from wearing scent and perfume when they are going outside the home, lest men should smell 
their perfume. Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Every eye commits fornication and adultery, and when a woman puts on perfume and passes 
through a gathering, she is such and such) -- meaning an adulteress. He said, "And there is a 
similar report from Abu Hurayrah, and this is Hasan Sahih." It was also recorded by Abu Dawud 
and An-Nasa'i. By the same token, women are also forbidden to walk in the middle of the 
street, because of what this involves of wanton display. Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Usayd 
Al-Ansari said that he heard the Messenger of Allah , as he was coming out of the Masjid and 
men and women were mixing in the street, telling the women: 



» 



« 



(Keep back, for you have no right to walk in the middle of the street. You should keep to the 
sides of the road.) The women used to cling to the walls so much that their clothes would catch 
on the walls. 



(And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, believers, that you may be successful.) means, 
practice what you are commanded in these beautiful manners and praiseworthy characteristics, 
and give up the evil ways of the people of Jahiliyyah, for the greatest success is to be found in 



doing what Allah and His Messenger command and avoiding what He forbids. And Allah is the 
source of strength. 



(32. And marry those among you who are single (Al-Ayama) and the pious of your servants and 
maidservants. If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His bounty. And Allah is All- 
Sufficent, All-Knowing.) / (33. And let those who find not the financial means for marriage keep 
themselves chaste, until Allah enrichesthem of His bounty. And such of your servants as seek a 
writing (of emancipation), give them such writing, if you find that there is good and honesty in 
them. And give them something (yourselves) out of the wealth of Allah which He has bestowed 
upon you. And force not your slave-girls to prostitution, if they desire chastity, in order that 
you may make a gain in the goods of this worldly life. But if anyone compels them, then after 
such compulsion, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (34. And indeed We have sent down for 
you Ayat that make things plain, and the example of those who passed away before you, and an 
admonition for those who have Taqwa.) 

The Command to marry 

These clear Ayat include a group of unambiguous rulings and firm commands. 



(And marry those among you who are single (Al-Ayama)....) This is a command to marry. The 
Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(0 young men, whoever among you can afford to get married, let him marry, for it is more 
effective in lowering the gaze and protecting the private parts. Whoever cannot do that, then 
let him fast, for it is a protection for him.) This was recorded in the Two Sahihs from the 
Hadith of Ibn Mas' ud. In the Sunan, it was recorded from more than one person that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Marry and have children, for I will be proud of you before the nations on the Day of 
Resurrection.) The word Al-Ayama, the plural form of Ayyim, is used to describe a woman who 
has no husband and a man who has no wife, regardless of whether they have been married and 
then separated, or have never been married at all. Al-Jawhari reported this from the scholars 
of the (Arabic) language, and the word is applied to men and women alike. 



(If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His bounty.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas: "Allah encouraged them to get married, commanded both free men and servants to 
get married, and He promised to enrich them." 



(If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His bounty.) It was recorded that Ibn Mas' ud 
said: "Seek the richness through marriage, for Allah says: 



(If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His bounty.)" This was recorded by Ibn Jarir. Al- 
Baghawi also recorded something similar from ' Umar. It was reported from Al-Layth from 
Muhammad bin 'Ajlan from Sa' id Al-Maqburi from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 

(There are three whom it is a right upon Allah to help: one who gets married seeking chastity; 
a slave who makes a contract with his master with the aim of buying his freedom; and one who 
fights for the sake of Allah.) This was recorded by Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn 
Majah. The Prophet performed the marriage of a man who owned nothing but his waist wrap, 
and could not even buy a ring made of iron, but he still married him to that woman, making 
the Mahr his promise to teach her whatever he knew of the Qur'an. And it is known from the 
generosity and kindness of Allah that He provided him with whatever was sufficient for her and 
for him. 



The Command to keep Oneself Chaste if One is not able to get 

married 

Allah's saying: 



(And let those who find not the financial means for marriage keep themselves chaste, until 
Allah enriches them of His bounty.) This is a command from Allah to those who do not have the 
means to get married: they are to keep themselves chaste and avoid unlawful things, as the 
Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(0 young men, whoever among you can afford to get married, let him marry, for it is more 
effective in lowering the gaze and protecting the private parts. Whoever cannot do that, then 
let him fast, for it is a protection for him.) This Ayah is general in meaning, and the Ayah in 
Surat An-Nisa' is more specific, where Allah says: 



(And whoever of you have not the means wherewith to wed free believing women)until His 
statement; 



(but it is better for you that you practise self-restraint) 4:25 meaning, it is better for you to 
be patient and refrain from marrying slave-girl, because any child that is born will also be a 
slave. 



(and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 4:25 



(And let those who find not the financial means for marriage keep themselves chaste,) ' Ikrimah 
said, "This refers to a man who sees a woman and it is as if he feels desire; if he has a wife 
then let him go to her and fulfill his desire with her, and if he does not have a wife, then let 
him ponder the kingdom of heaven and earth until Allah grants him means of livelihood." 



The Command to grant Slaves a Contract of Emancipation 



(And such of your servants as seek a writing (of emancipation), give them such writing, if you 
find that there is good and honesty in them.) This is a command from Allah to slave-owners: if 
their servants ask them for a contract of emancipation, they should write it for them, provided 
that the servant has some skill and means of earning so that he can pay his master the money 
that is stipulated in the contract. Al-Bukhari said: "Rawh narrated from Ibn Jurayj: ' I said to 
' Ata', "If I know that my servant has money, is it obligatory for me to write him a contract of 
emancipation" He said, "I do not think it can be anything but obligatory." ' Amr bin Dinar said: "I 
said to 'Ata', 'Are you narrating this from anybody' He said, 'No,' then he told me that Musa 
bin Anastold him that Srin, who had a lot of money, asked Anas for a contract of emancipation 
and he refused. 3d he went to " Umar (bin Al-Khattab), may Allah be pleased with him, and he 
said, ' Write it for him.' He refused, so " Umar hit him with his whip and recited, 



(give them such writing, if you find that there is good and honesty in them.)Then he wrote the 
contract." This was mentioned by Al-Bukhari with a disconnected chain of narration. It was also 
narrated by ' Abdur-Razzaq who said Ibn Jurayj told them: I said to 'Ata', "If I know that my 
servant has some money, is it obligatory for me to write him a contract of emancipation" He 
said, ' I do not think it can be anything but obligatory."' It was also said by * Amr bin Dinar who 
said, "I said to x Ata', 'Are you narrating this from anybody' He said, " No.'" Ibn Jarir recorded 
that Srin wanted Anas bin Malik to write a contract of emancipation and he delayed, then 
" Umar said to him, "You should certainly write him a contract of emancipation." Its chain of 
narrators is Sahih. Allah's saying: 



(if you find that there is good and honesty in them.) Some of them said (this means) 
trustworthiness. Some said: "Honesty," and others said: "A skill and ability to earn." 



(And give them something out of the wealth of Allah which He has bestowed upon you.) This is 
the share of the wealth of Zakah that Allah stated to be their right. This is the opinion of Al- 
Hasan, x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and his father and Muqatil bin Hayyan. It was also 
the opinion favored by Ibn Jarir. 



(And give them something out of the wealth of Allah which He has bestowed upon you. ) 
Ibrahim An-Nakha' i said, "This is urging the people, their masters and others." This was also the 
view of Buraydah bin Al-Husayb Al-Aslami and Qatadah. Ibn ' Abbas said: "Allah commanded the 
believers to help in freeing slaves." 



The Prohibition of forcing One's Slave-Girls to commit Zin ®257 

Allah's saying: 



(And force not your slave-girls to prostitution...) Among the people of the Jahiliyyah, there 
were some who, if he had a slave-girl, he would send her out to commit Zina and would charge 
money for that, which he would take from her every time. When Islam came, Allah forbade the 
believers to do that. The reason why this Ayah was revealed, according to the reports of a 
number of earlier and later scholars of Tafsir, had to do with 'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul. He 
had slave-girls whom he used to force into prostitution so that he could take their earnings and 
because he wanted them to have children which would enhance his status, or so he claimed. 



Reports narrated on this Topic 

In his Musnad, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ahmad bin ' Amr bin ' Abd Al-Khaliq Al-Bazzar, may Allah have 
mercy on him, recorded that Az-Zuhri said, '" Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul had a slave-girl 
whose name was IVLf adhah, whom he forced into prostitution. When Islam came, the Ayah 



(And force not your slave-girls to prostitution...) was revealed." Al-A'mash narrated from Abu 
Sufyan that Jabir said concerning this Ayah, "This was revealed about a slave-girl belonging to 
'Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul whose name was Musaykah. He used to force her to commit 
immoral actions, but there was nothing wrong with her and she refused. Then Allah revealed 
this Ayah: 



(And force not your slave-girlsto prostitution,) until His saying; 



(But if anyone compels them, then after such compulsion, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.)" An-Nasa'i also recorded something similar. Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "I heard -- and 
Allah knows best -- that this Ayah was revealed about two men who used to force two slave- 
girls of theirs (into prostitution). One of them was called Musaykah who belonged to the 
Ansari , and Umaymah the mother of Musaykah belonged to 'Abdullah bin Ubayy. Mu' adhah 
and Arwa were in the same situation. Then Musaykah and her mother came to the Prophet and 
told him about that. Then Allah revealed: 



(And force not your slave-girlsto prostitution), meaning Zina. 



(if they desire chastity,) means, if they want to be chaste, which is the case with the majority 
of slave-girls. 



(in order that you may make a gain in the goods of this worldly life.) meaning, from the money 
they earn and their children. The Messenger of Allah forbade the money earned by the cupper, 
the prostitute and the fortune-teller. According to another report: 



» 



« 



(The earnings of a prostitute are evil, the earnings of a cupper are evil, and the price of a dog 
is evil.) 



(But if anyone compels them, then after such compulsion, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) meaning, towards them, as has already been stated in the Hadith narrated from 
Jabir. Ibn Abi Tal hah narrated that I bn x Abbas said, "If you do that, then Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful, and their sin will be on the one who forced them to do that." This was also the 
view of Mujahid, * Ata' Al-Khurasani, Al-A' mash and Qatadah. After explaining these rulings in 
detail, Allah says: 



(And indeed We have sent down for you Ayat that make things plain,) meaning, in the Qur'an 
there are Ayat which are clear and explain matters in detail. 



(and the example of those who passed away before you,) means, reports about the nations of 
the past and what happened to them when they went against the commandments of Allah, as 
Allah says: 



(And We made them a precedent, and an example to later generations.) 43:56 ; We made 
them a lesson, i.e., a rebuke for committing sin and forbidden deeds. 



(for those who have Taqwa. ) meaning, for those who remember and fear Allah. 



(35. Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light is as a niche and 
within it a lamp: the lamp is in a glass, the glass as it were a star Durriyyun, lit from a blessed 
tree, an olive, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would almost glow forth, though 
no fire touched it. Light upon Light! Allah guides to His Light whom He wills. And Allah sets 
forth parables for mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of everything.) / 



The Parable of the Light of Allah 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: 



(Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.) means, the Guide of the inhabitants of the 
heavens and the earth. Ibn Jurayj said: "Mujahidand Ibn " Abbas said concerning the Ayah: 



(Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.) He is controlling their affairs and their stars 
and sun and moon." As-Suddi said concerning the Ayah: 



(Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.) by His Light the heavens and earth are 
illuminated. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said: "When the Messenger of Allah got up to pray at night, he would say: 



» 



« 

(0 Allah, to You be praise, You are the Sustainer of heaven and earth and whoever is in them. 
To You be praise, You are the Light of the heavens and the earth and whoever is in them. ) It 
was narrated that Ibn Mas' ud said, "There is no night or day with your Lord; the Light of the 
Throne comes from the Light of His Face." 



(The parable of His Light) There are two views concerning the meaning of the pronoun (His). 
The first is that it refers to Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, meaning that the parable of 
His guidance in the heart of the believer is 



(as a niche) This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas. The second view is that the pronoun refers to the 
believer, which is indicated by the context of the words and implies that the parable of the 
light in the heart of the believer is as a niche. So the heart of the believer and what he is 
naturally inclined to of guidance and what he learns of the Qur'an which is in accordance with 
his natural inclinations are, as Allah says: 



(Can they who rely on a clear proof from their Lord, and whom a witness from Him recites it 
(can they be equal with the disbelievers)) 11:17 . The heart of the believer in its purity and 
clarity is likened to a lamp in transparent and jewel-like glass, and the Qur'an and SharP ah by 
which it is guided are likened to good, pure, shining oil in which there is no impurity or 
deviation. 



(as (if there were) a niche) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b and others said, "This 
refers to the position of the wick in the lamp." This is well-known, and hence Allah then says: 



(and within it a lamp.) This is the flame that burns brightly. Or it was said that the niche is a 
niche in the house. This is the parable given by Allah of obedience towards Him. Allah calls 
obedience to Him as light, then He calls it by other numerous names as well. Ubayy bin Ka' b 



said, "The lamp is the light, and this refers to the Qur'an and the faith that is in his heart." As- 
Suddi said, "It isthe lamp." 



(the lamp is in a glass,) means, this light is shining in a clear glass. Ubayy bin Ka' b and others 
said, "This isthe likeness of the heart of the believer." 



(the glass as it were a star Durriyyun,) Some authorities recite the word Durriyyun with a 
Dammah on the Dal and without a Hamzah, which means pearls, i.e., as if it were a star made 
of pearls (Durr). Qhers recite it as Dirri'un or Durri'un, with a Kasrah on the Dal, or Dammah on 
the Dal, and with a Hamzah at the end, which means reflection (Dir'), because if something is 
shone on the star it becomes brighter than at any other time. The Arabs call the stars they do 
not know Darari. Ubayy bin Ka' b said: a shining star. Qatadah said: "Huge, bright and clear." 



(lit from a blessed tree,) means, it is derived from olive oil, from a blessed tree. 



(an olive,) This refers to the blessed tree mentioned previously. 



(neither of the east nor of the west,) means, it is not in the eastern part of the land so that it 
does not get any sun in the first part of the day, nor is it in the western part of the land so that 
it is shaded from the sun before sunset, but it is in a central position where it gets sun from the 
beginning of the day until the end, so its oil is good and pure and shining. Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Ibn ' Abbas commented on: 



(an olive, neither of the east nor of the west,) "This is a tree in the desert which is not shaded 
by any other tree or mountain or cave, nothing covers it, and this is best for its oil." Mujahid 
commented on: 



(neither of the east nor of the west, ) saying; "It is not in the east where it will get no sun when 
the sun sets, nor is it in the west where it will get no sun when the sun rises, but it is in a 
position where it will get sun both at sunrise and sunset." Sa' id bin Jubayr commented: 



(an olive, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself)) 
"This is the best kind of oil. When the sun rises it reaches the tree from the east and when it 
sets it reaches it from the west, so the sun reaches it morning and evening, so it is not counted 
as bei ng i n t he east or i n t he west . " 



(whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself), though no fire touched it.) ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said (this means) because the oil itself is shining. 



(Light upon Light!) Al-' Awfi narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that this meant the faith and deeds of a 
person. As-Suddi said: 



(Light upon Light!) "Light of the fire and the light of the oil: when they are combined they give 
light, and neither of them can give light without the other. Smilarly the light of the Qur'an and 
the light of faith give light when they are combined, and neither can do so without the other." 



(Allah guides to His Light whom He wills.) means, Allah shows the way to the ones whom He 
chooses, as it says in the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from " Abdullah bin ' Amr, who said, 
"I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 

(Allah created His creation in darkness, then on the same day He sent His Light upon them. 
Whoever was touched by His Light on that day will be guided and whoever was missed will be 
led astray. Hence I say: the pens have dried in accordance with the knowledge of Allah, may 
He be glorified.)" 



(And Allah sets forth parables for mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of everything.) Having 
mentioned this parable of the Light of His guidance in the heart of the believer, Allah ends this 
Ayah with the words: 



(And Allah sets forth parables for mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of everything.) meaning, He 
knows best who deserves to be guided and who deserves to be led astray. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

: » 



« 

(Hearts are of four kinds: the heart that is clear like a shining lamp; the heart that is covered 
and tied up; the heart that is upside-down; and the heart that is clad in armor. As for the clear 
heart, it is the heart of the believer in which is a lamp filled with light; as for the covered 
heart, this is the heart of the disbeliever; as for the upside-down heart, this is the heart of the 
hypocrite, who recognizes then denies; as for the armor-clad heart, this is the heart in which 
there is both faith and hypocrisy. The parable of the faith in it is that of legume, a sprout that 
is irrigated with good water, and the likeness of the hypocrisy in it is that of sores that are fed 
by blood and pus. Whichever of the two prevails is the characteristic that will dominate.) Its 
chain of narrators is good (Jayyid) although they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it. 



(36. In houses which Allah has ordered to be raised, in them His Name is remembered. Therein 
glorify Him in the mornings and in the evenings,) (37. Men whom neither trade nor business 
diverts from the remembrance of Allah nor from performing the Salah nor from giving the 
Zakah. They fear a Day when hearts and eyes will be overturned.) (38. That Allah may reward 
them according to the best of their deeds, and add even more for them out of His grace. And 
Allah provides without measure to whom He wills.) 



The Virtues of the Masjids, the Correct Etiquette, and the Virtues 
of Those who take care of them 

Having likened the heart of the believer and what it contains of guidance and knowledge to a 
lamp lit with good oil shining in a clear glass, Allah then states where it belongs, which is in the 



Masjids, the places on earth that are most beloved to Allah. The Masjids are His houses where 
He Alone is worshipped. So Allah says: 



(In houses which Allah has ordered to be raised,) meaning, Allah has commanded that they be 
established and that they be kept clean of any filth, idle talk or words or deeds that are 
inappropriate. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas concerning this Ayah: 



(In houses which Allah has ordered to be raised,) he said; "Allah forbade idle talk in them." This 
was also the view of ' Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, NafT bin Jubayr, Abu Bakr bin Sulayman 
bin Abi Hathamah, Sufyan bin Husayn and others among the scholars of Tafsir. Many Hadiths 
have been narrated concerning the construction of Masjids, honoring them, respecting them, 
and perfuming them with incense etc. This has been discussed in more detail elsewhere, and I 
have written a book dealing with this topic on its own, praise and blessings be to Allah. With 
Allah's help we will mention here a few of these Hadiths, if Allah wills. In Allah we put our trust 
and reliance. 'Uthman bin ' Affan, the Commander of the faithful, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said; "I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(Whoever builds a Masjid seeking the Face of Allah, Allah will build for him something similar to 
it in Paradise.) It was narrated in the Two Sahihs. Ibn Majah narrated that ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said; "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever builds a Masjid in which the Name of Allah is remembered, Allah will build for him a 
house in Paradise.) An-Nasa'i mentioned something similar. There are very many Hadiths which 
say this. " Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "The Messenger of Allah commanded us 
to build Masjids among the houses, and to clean them and perfume them." This was recorded 
by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers with the exception of An-Nasa'i. Ahmad and Abu Dawud 
recorded a similar report from Samurah bin Jundub.AI-Bukhari said: '" Umar said: ' Build for the 
people a place to worship Allah, and beware of using red or yellow for adornment and 
decoration and distracting the people thereby."' Abu Dawud narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 



(I was not commanded to Tashyid the Masjids.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Decorating them as the Jews 
and Christians did." Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The Hour will not come until people show off in building Masjids.) It was recorded by Ahmad 
and the compilers of the Sunan, with the exception of At-Tirmidhi.Buraydah narrated that a 
man called out in the Masjid and said, "Has any body said anything about a red camel" The 
Prophet said: 

« » 

(May you never find it! The Masjids were built only for what they were built for.) This was 
narrated by Muslim. Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(If you see someone buying or selling in the Masjid, say to him, "May Allah never make your 
business profitable!" And if you see someone calling out about lost property, say, "May Allah 
never return it to you!") This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said: "Hasan Gharib." Al-Bukhari 
recorded that As-Sa'ib bin Yazid Al-Kindi said, "I was standing in the Masjid and a man threw 
pebbles at me, so I looked and saw ' Umar bin Al-Khattab who said, ' Go and bring me these 
two men.' I went and brought them to him, and he said, " Who are you' Or, ' Where do you come 
from' They said, " We are from At-Ta'if.' ' Umar said, * If you had been from this town I would 
have hit you, for you are raising your voices in the Masjid of the Messenger of Allah .'" An-Nasa'i 
recorded that Ibrahim bin x Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf said: "" Umar heard the voice of a man in 
the Masjid and said: " Do you know where you are'" This is also Sahih. Al-Hafiz Abu Ya* la Al- 
Musili recorded from Ibn ' Umar that " Umar used to burn incense in the Masjid of the Messenger 
of Allah every Friday. Its chain of narration is Hasan and there is nothing wrong with it, Allah 
knows best. It is confirmed in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(A man's prayer in congregation is twenty-five times better than his prayer in his house or the 
marketplace. That is because if he performs Wudu' and does it well, then he goes out to go to 
the Masjid, and for no other purpose than to pray, he does not take one step but he increases 
in one level in status and one sin is removed. When he prays, the angels continue sending 
blessings on him as long as he is in the place where he prays, they say , "0 Allah, send 
blessings on him, O Allah, have mercy on him." And he will remain in a state of prayer as long 
as he is waiting for the prayer.) The following is recorded in the Sunan: 



» 



« 



(Those who walk to the Masj ids when it is dark, give them the glad tidings of complete Light on 
the Day of Resurrection.) When entering the Masjid, it is recommended to enter with one's 
right foot, and to say the supplication recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari, where it is narrated from 
" Abdullah bin ' Amr that the Messenger of Allah used to say, when he entered the Masjid: 



» 



« 



(I seek refuge with Allah Almighty and with His Noble Face, and with His Eternal Domain, from 
the accursed Shaytan.) He (one of the narrators) asked, ' Is that all' He answered, 'Yes' . If he 
says this, the Shaytan says: "He will be protected from me all day long." Muslim recorded that 
Abu Humayd or Abu Usayd said: The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(When anyone of you enters the Masjid, let him say: "0 Allah, open the gates of Your mercy for 
me. And when he comes out, let him say: "0 Allah, I ask You of Your bounty.") An-Nasa'i also 
recorded this from them from the Prophet . Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said: The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(When anyone of you enters the Masjid, let him invoke blessings on the Prophet then let him 
say: "O Allah, open the gates of Your mercy for me." When he comes out, let him invoke 
blessings on the Prophet and say, "0 Allah, protect me from the accursed Shaytan.") This was 
also recorded by Ibn Majah, as well as Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their Sahihs. 



(in them His Name is remembered.) meaning, the Name of Allah. This is like the Ayat: 



(0 Children of Adam! Take your adornment to every Masjid...) 7:31 



(and you should face (Him only) in each and every Masjid, and invoke Him only making your 
religion sincere to Him) 7:29. 



(And the Masj ids are for Allah) 72:18 



(in them His Name is remembered.) Ibn * Abbas said, "This means that His Book is recited 
therein." 



(Therein glorify Him in the mornings and in the evenings.) 



(Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the remembrance of Allah) This is like the 
Ayat: 



(0 you who believe! Let not your properties or your children divert you from the remembrance 
of Allah.) 63:9 



(0 you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the Salah on Friday, hasten earnestly to 
the remembrance of Allah and leave off business.) 62:9 Allah says that this world and its 
adornments, attractions and marketplaces should not distract them from remembering their 
Lord Who created them and sustains them, those who know that what is with Him is better for 
them than what they themselves possess, because what they have is transient but that which is 
with Allah is eternal. Allah says: 



(Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the remembrance of Allah nor from 
performing the Salah nor from giving the Zakah). meaning, they give priority to obeying Allah 
and doing what He wants and what pleases Him over doing what they want and what pleases 
them. It was reported from Salim from 'Abdullah bin ' Umar that he was in the marketplace 
when the Iqamah for prayer was called, so they closed their stores and entered the Masjid. Ibn 
' Umar said: "Concerning them the Ayah was revealed: 



(Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the remembrance of Allah)." This was 
recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. 



(Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the remembrance of Allah). Al i bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This meant from the prescribed prayers." This was also 
the view of Muqatil bin Hayyan and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. As-Suddi said: "From prayer in 
congregation." Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "That does not distract them from attending the prayer 
and establishing it as Allah commanded them, and from doing the prayers at the prescribed 
times and doing all that Allah has enjoined upon them in the prayer." 



(They fear a Day when hearts and eyes will be overturned.) means, the Day of Resurrection 
when people's hearts and eyes will be overturned, because of the intensity of the fear and 
terror of that Day. This is like the Ayah: 



(And warn them of the Day that isdrawing near...) 40:18 , 



(but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror) 14:42 . 



(And they give food, inspite of their love for it, to the poor, the orphan, and the captive, 
(saying:) "We feed you seeking Allah's Face only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from you. 
Verily, We fear from our Lord a Day, hard and distressful, that will make the faces look 
horrible." So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave them a light of beauty and 
joy. And their recompense shall be Paradise, and silken garments, because they were patient) 
76:8-12 . And Allah says here: 



(That Allah may reward them according to the best of their deeds,) meaning, "They are those 
from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and overlook their evil deeds." 



(and add even more for them out of His grace.) means, He will accept their good deeds and 
multiply them for them, as Allah says: 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust.) 4:40 



(Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit.) 6:160 



(Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan. ) 2:245 



(Allah gives manifold increase to whom He wills.) 2:261 And Allah says here: 



(And Allah provides without measure to whom He wills. 



(39. As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a QTah. The thirsty one 
thinks it to be water until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing; but he finds Allah with 
him, Who will pay him his due. And Allah is swift in taking account.) (40. Or like the darkness in 
a vast deep sea, overwhelmed with waves topped by waves, topped by dark clouds, (layers of) 
darkness upon darkness: if a man stretches out his hand, he can hardly see it! And he for whom 
Allah has not appointed light, for him there is no light.) 



Two Examples of two kinds of Disbelievers 

These are two examples which Allah sets forth of two kinds of disbelievers. Similarly He sets 
forth two parables of the hypocrites at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah: one involving fire 
and the other involving water. Smilarly, in Surat Ar-Ra'd He gives two parables of the 
guidance and knowledge that are instilled in the heart, again involving fire and water; we have 
discussed each of them in the appropriate place and there is no need to repeat it here, praise 
be to Allah. The first of these two examples is that of the disbelievers who call others to their 
disbelief, thinking that they have good actions and beliefs, when this is not in fact the case. 
Their likeness is that of a mirage which is seen in a desert plain, looking from a distance as if it 
is a deep sea. The word QT ah refers to a vast, flat, level area of land in which the mirage may 
appear. There are different kinds of mirage, one which appears after midday, and another 
which appears in the morning and looks like water between heaven and earth. If a person who 
is in need of water sees the mirage, he thinks that it is water so he heads towards it in order to 
drink from it, but when he reaches it, 



(he finds it to be nothing.); Smilarly the disbeliever thinks that he is doing something good and 
that he has achieved something, but when Allah judges him on the Day of Resurrection, and 
brings him to account and examines his deeds, he will find that nothing has been accepted at 
all, either because of a lack of sincere belief or because he did not follow the proper ways of 
the SharT ah. As Allah says: 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered 
floating particles of dust.) 25:23 . And He says here: 



(but he finds Allah with him, who will pay him his due. And Allah is swift in taking account.) A 
similar view was also narrated from Ubayy bin Ka' b, Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and others. 
In the Two Sahihs, it is reported that on the Day of Resurrection it will be said to the Jews, 
"What did you used to worship" They will say, "We used to worship ' Uzayr the son of Allah." It 
will be said to them, "You have lied. Allah has not begotten a son. What do you want" They will 
say, "0 Lord, we are thirsty, give us something to drink." It will be said to them, "Do you not 
see" Then Hell will be shown to them as if it is a mirage, parts of it consuming other parts, and 
they will go and fall into it. This is the parable of one whose ignorance is deep and advanced. 
As for those whose ignorance is simple, those who are uneducated and foolish and blindly 
follow the leaders of disbelief, knowing and understanding nothing, their parable is as Allah 
says: d 



(Or like the darkness in a vast deep sea, overwhelmed with waves topped by waves, topped by 
dark clouds, darkness upon darkness: if a man stretches out his hand, he can hardly see it!) 
meaning, he can hardly see it because it is so intensely dark. This is the parable of the heart of 
the disbeliever whose ignorance is simple, who merely follows and does not know the true 
nature of the one whom he follows or where he is going. He is like the ignorant man in the 
parable who was asked, "Where are you going" He said, "With them." He was asked, "Where are 
they going" He said, "I do not know." 



(darkness upon darkness) Ubayy bin Ka' b said: "He is enveloped in five types of darkness: his 
speech is darkness, his deeds are darkness, his coming in is darkness, his going out is darkness 
and his destiny on the Day of Resurrection will be darkness in the fire of Hell." As-Suddi and Ar- 
Rabf bin Anas also said something similar. 



(And he for whom Allah has not appointed light, for him there is no light.) One whom Allah 
does not guide is ignorant and doomed, an utter loser and disbeliever. This is like the Ayah: 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him) 7:186 This is in contrast to what Allah 
says about the believers: 



(Allah guides to His Light whom He wills. ) 24:35 We ask Allah the Almighty to put light in our 
hearts and give us light on our right and on our left, and to increase us in light. 



(41. See you not that Allah, He it is Whom glorify whosoever is in the heavens and the earth, 
and the birds with wings outspread Of each one He knows indeed hisSalah and his glorification; 
and Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) (42. And to Allah belongs the sovereignty of the 
heavens and the earth, and to Allah is the return.) 



Everything glorifies Allah, may He be exalted, and to Him belongs 

the Sovereignty 

Allah tells us that whosoever is in the heavens and on the earth, i.e., the angels, mankind, 
Jinn, animals and even inanimate objects, all glorify Him. This is like the Ayah: 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him) 17:44 



(and the birds with wings outspread) means, while they are flying they glorify their Lord and 
worship Him with the glorification with which they are inspired and to which they are guided. 
Allah knows what they are doing, and so He says: 



(Of each one He knows indeed his Salah and his glorification;) meaning, He has guided every 
creature to its own way of worshipping Allah, may He be glorified. Then Allah tells us that He 
knows all of that and nothing at all is hidden from Him. He says: 



(and Allah is All-Aware of what they do.) Then Allah tells us that to Him belongs the 
sovereignty of heaven and earth, and that He is the Ruler and Controller, the God Who is 
worshipped and besides Whom none other is to be worshipped, and there is none to put back 
His judgement. 



(and to Allah is the return) means, on the Day of Resurrection, when He will judge as He wills, 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done...) 53:31 He is the 
Creator and Sovereign, and His is indeed the Authority in this world and the next. To Him be 
praise at the beginning and in the end. 



(43. See you not that Allah drives the clouds gently, then joins them together, then makes 
them into a heap of layers, and you see the rain come forth from between them; and He sends 
down from the sky, from mountains in it of ice, and strikes therewith whom He wills, and 



averts it from whom He wills. The vivid flash of its (clouds) lightning nearly blinds the sight.) 
(44. Allah causes the night and the day to succeed each other. Truly, in this is indeed a lesson 
for those who have insight.) 



The Power of Allah to create the Clouds and that which comes from 

Them 

Allah tells us that He drives the clouds from the beginning, when they are formed and are still 
weak. This isthe "Gentle driving." 



(then joinsthem together,) means, He bringsthem together after they have been scattered. 



(then makesthem into a heap of layers,) means, He pilesthem up on top of one another. 



(and you see the Wadq) meaning the rain, 



(come forth from between them;) means, from the gaps between them. This is how it was 
understood by Ibn 'Abbas and Ad-Dahhak. * Ubayd bin * Umayr Al-Laythi said: "Allah sends the 
scatterer wind , which stirs up that which is on the surface of the earth. Then he sends the 
generator wind , which forms the clouds. Then He sends the joiner wind which brings them 
together. Then He sends the fertilizer wind which fertilizes or " seeds' the clouds." This was 
recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. 



(and He sends down from Min the sky, from Min mountains in it of Min ice,) Some of the 
grammarians said that the first Min describes the place from which it is coming, the second 
specifies from which part of the sky it comes, and the third means some kind of mountains. 
This is based on the view of those scholars of Tafsir who say that, 



(from Min mountains in it of Min ice) means that there are mountains of hail in the sky from 
which Allah sends down ice. As for those who say that "mountains" here is used as a metaphor 



for clouds, they think that the second Min is also used to describe the place from which the ice 
is coming, and is thus interchangeable with the first. And Allah knows best. 



(and strikes therewith whom He wills, and averts it from whom He wills.) It may be that the 
phrase 



(and strikes therewith) means, with what He sends down from the sky of different kinds of rain 
and hail. So then the phrase 



(and strikestherewith whom He wills) means, by His mercy towardsthem, and 



(and averts it from whom He wills. ) means, He withholds rain from them. Or it may be that 



(and strikestherewith) means, with hail, as a punishment towards whomever He wills, striking 
their fruits and destroying their crops and trees. And He averts it from whomever He wills as a 
mercy towardsthem. 



(The vivid flash of its lightning nearly blinds the sight.) the brightness of its lightning almost 
takes away their sight if the eyes follow it and try to look at it. 



(Allah causes the night and the day to succeed each other.) He is controlling them, so that He 
takes something from the length of one and adds it to the other, which is short, until they 
become equal, then He does the opposite so that the one which was short becomes long and 
vice versa. Allah is the One Who is controlling that by His command, power, might and 
knowledge. 



(Truly, in this is indeed a lesson for those who have insight.) means, this is an indication of His 
greatness, may He be exalted. This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.) 3:190 and thereafter. 



(45. Allah has created every moving creature from water. Of them there are some that creep 
on their bellies, and some that walk on two legs, and some that walk on four. Allah creates 
what He wills. Verily, Allah is able to do all things.) 



Allah's Power in His creation of the Animals 

Allah mentions His complete and almighty power to create all the different kinds of animals 
with their various forms, colors and ways of moving and stopping, from one kind of water. 



(Of them there are some that creep on their bellies,) like snakes and so on; 



(and some that walk on two legs,) like humans and birds; 



(and some that walk on four,) like cattle and all kinds of animals. Allah says: 



(Allah creates what He wills.) meaning by His power, because what He wills happens and what 
He does not will does not happen. 3d he says: 



(Verily, Allah is able to do all things. 



(46. We have indeed sent down manifest Ayat. And Allah guides whom He wills to the straight 
path.) Allah states that in this Qur'an He has revealed many clear and unambiguous rulings, 
words of wisdom and parables, and that He guides people of understanding, insight and 
intellect to ponder and understand them. He says: 



(And Allah guides whom He wills to the Straight Path. 



(47. They say: "We have believed in Allah and in the Messenger, and we obey," then a party of 
them turn away thereafter, such are not believers.) (48. And when they are called to Allah and 
His Messenger, to judge between them, lo! a party of them refuses and turns away.) (49. But if 
the truth is on their side, they come to him willingly with submission.) (50. Is there a disease in 
their hearts Or do they doubt or fear lest Allah and His Messenger should wrong them in 
judgement. Nay, it is they themselves who are the wrongdoers.) (51. The only saying of the 
faithful believers, when they are called to Allah and His Messenger, to judge between them, is 
that they say: "We hear and we obey." And such are the successful.) (52. And whosoever obeys 
Allah and His Messenger, fears Allah, and hasTaqwaof Him, such are the successful.) 



The Treachery of the Hypocrites and the Attitude of the Believers 

with their tongues, 



("We have believed in Allah and in the Messenger, and we obey," then a party of them turn 
away thereafter,) meaning, their actions contradict their deeds, and they say that which they 
do not do. Allah says: 



(such are not believers.) 



(And when they are called to Allah and His Messenger, to judge between them...) means, when 
they are asked to follow the guidance which Allah has revealed to His Messenger , they turn 
away and are too arrogantly proud of themselvesto follow him. This is like the Ayah: 



(Have you not seen those who claim that they believe in that which has been sent down to you, 
and that which was sent down before you,) until His saying: 



(you see the hypocrites turn away from you with aversion) 4: 60-61 



(uui ii me uuth is on their side, they come to him willingly with submission.) means, if the 
ruling will be in their favor and not against them, then they will come and will listen and obey, 

ic meant h\/ thp nhracp 



(But if the tr 

ruling will be ... - . 

which is what is meant by the phrase 



(willingly with submission.) But if the ruling will go against him, he turns away and demands 
something that goes against the truth, and he prefers to refer for judgement to someone other 
than the Prophet so that his false claims may prevail. His acceptance in the beginning was not 
because he believed that it was the truth, but because it happened to be in accordance with 
his desires. So when the truth went against what he was hoping for, he turned away from it. 
Allah said: 



(Is there a disease in their hearts...) meaning, their situation cannot be anything else, they 
must necessarily have a disease in their hearts, or else they have some doubts about the 
religion, or they are afraid that Allah and His Messenger will be unjust in their ruling against 
them. Whichever it is, it is pure disbelief, and Allah knows which of these characteristics each 
one of them has. d 



(Nay, it is they themselves who are the wrongdoers.) means, they are the evildoers who 
commit immoral actions, and Allah and His Messenger are innocent of the injustice and 
unfairness that they imagine; exalted be Allah and His Messenger above such a thing. Then 
Allah tells us about the attributes of the believers who respond to Allah and His Messenger and 
who seek no other way apart from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger . Allah 
says: 



(The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are called to Allah and His Messenger, to 
judge between them, isthat they say: "We hear and we obey".) meaning, to hear to obey. Allah 
describes them as having attained success, which is achieving what one wants and being saved 
from what one fears. So Allah says: 



(And such are the successful.) Concerning the Ayah: 



(they say: "We hear and we obey".), Qatadah said: "We were told that when ~ Ubadah bin As- 
Samit, who had been present at AI-' Aqabah and at Badr, and was one of the leaders of the 
Ansar, was dying, he said to his nephew Junadah bin Abi Umayyah: 'Shall I not tell you what 
you must do and what is your due' He said, ' Yes.' He said: ' You have to listen and obey when 
times are easy and when they are hard, when you feel energetic and when you do not want to, 
and when you feel selfish. You have to train your tongue to speak the truth. Do not go against 
those who are in authority, unless they openly command you to commit acts of disobedience to 
Allah. Whenever you are commanded to do something that goes against the Book of Allah, then 
follow the Book of Allah."' Qatadah said: We were told that Abu Ad-Darda' said, "There is no 
Islam except through obedience to Allah, and no goodness except in Jama' ah. Sncerity is to 
Allah and His Messenger , and to the Khalifah and all the believers." He said: "And we were told 
that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, used to say; 'The bonds of Islam 
are La ilaha illallah, establishing prayer, paying Zakah and obeying those whom Allah has given 
authority over the affairs of the Muslims."' This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. There are very 
many Hadiths and reports which state that it is obligatory to obey the Book of Allah, the 
Sunnah of His Messenger, the Rightly-Guided Khalifahs and the Imams when they command us 
to obey Allah; there are too many of these reports to quote them all here. 



(And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger,) in what he is commanded with, and avoid 
what he is forbidden, 



(fears Allah, ) means, for his past sins, 



(and hasTaqwa of Him,) regarding sins he may commit in the future. 



(such are the successful.) means, those who will attain all goodness and be saved from all evil 
in this world and the Hereafter. 



(53. They swear by Allah their strongest oaths that if only you would order them, they would 
leave. Say: "Swear you not; obedience is known. Verily, Allah knows well what you do.") (54. 
Say: "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, but if you turn away, he is only responsible for the 
duty placed on him and you for that placed on you. If you obey him, you shall be on the right 
guidance. The Messenger's duty is only to convey (the Message) in a clear way.") Allah says 
about the hypocrites who had promised the Messenger and sworn that if he were to command 
them to go out for battle, they would go: 



(Say: "Swear you not...") meaning, do not swear thisoath. 



(obedience is known.) It was said that the meaning is, your obedience is known, i.e., it is 
known that your obedience is merely verbal and is not accompanied by action. Every time you 
swear an oath you lie. This is like the Ayah: 



(They swear to you that you may be pleased with them...) 9:96 And Allah says: 



(They have made their oaths a screen (for their evil actions).) 58:16 It is part of their nature 
to tell lies, even in the issues they choose, as Allah says: 



(Have you not observed the hypocrites who say to their friends among the people of the 
Scripture who disbelieve: "If you are expelled, we indeed will go out with you, and we shall 
never obey any one against you; and if you are attacked, we shall indeed help you." But Allah is 
Witness that they verily are liars. Surely, if they are expelled, never will they go out with 
them; and if they are attacked, they will never help them. And if they do help them, they will 
turn their backs, and they will not be victorious.) 59:11-12 Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger...) meaning, follow the Book of Allah and the Sunnah 
of His Messenger . 



(but if you turn away,) if you ignore what he has brought to you, 



(he is only responsible for the duty placed on him), conveying the Message and fulfilling the 
trust. 



(and you for that placed on you.) accepting that, and venerating it and doing as it commanded. 



(If you obey him, you shall be on the right guidance.) because he callsto the straight path, 



(The path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. ..) 
42:53 



(The Messenger's duty is only to convey in a clear way.) This is like the Ayat: 



(your duty isonly to convey and on Us isthe reckoning.) 13:40 



(So remind them -- you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them.) 88:21- 
22 



(55. Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession in the land, as He granted it to those before them, and that He 
will grant them the authority to practise their religion which He has chosen for them. And He 



will surely give them in exchange a safe security after their fear if they worship Me and do not 
associate anything with Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the rebellious.) 



Allah's Promise to the Believers that He would grant them 

Succession 

This is a promise from Allah to His Messenger that He would cause his Ummah to become 
successors on earth, i.e., they would become the leaders and rulers of mankind, through whom 
He would reform the world and to whom people would submit, so that they would have in 
exchange a safe security after their fear. This is what Allah did indeed do, may He be glorified 
and exalted, and to Him be praise and blessings. For He did not cause His Messenger to die 
until He had given him victory over Makkah, Khaybar, Bahrayn, all of the Arabian Peninsula and 
Yemen; and he took Jizyah from the Zoroastriansof Hajar and from some of the border lands of 
Syria; and he exchanged gifts with Heraclius the ruler of Byzantium, the ruler of Egypt and 
Alexandria, the Muqawqis, the kings of Oman and An-Najashi of Abyssinia, who had become 
king after Ashamah, may Allah have mercy on him and grant him honor. Then when the 
Messenger died, his successor (Khalifah) Abu Bakr As-Sddiq took over the reins of power and 
united the Ummah, preventing its disintegration. He took control of the entire Arabian 
Peninsula, and he sent the Islamic armies to the land of Persia, under the leadership of Khalid 
bin Al-Walid, may Allah be pleased with him, who conquered a part of it and killed some of its 
people. He sent another army under the leadership of Abu ' Ubaydah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, and the other commanders who came after him in the lands of Syria. He sent a third 
army under the leadership of ' Amr bin AI-* As, may Allah be pleased with him, to Egypt. Allah 
enabled the army sent to Syria to conquer Busra and Damascus and their provinces the land of 
Hawran and its environs. Then Allah chose for Abu Bakr to honor him with Him and he died. 
The people of Islam were blessed that As-Sddiq was inspired to appoint ' Umar Al-Faruq as his 
successor, so he took the reins of power after him and did a perfect job. After the Prophets, 
the world never saw anyone like ' Umar in excellence of conduct and perfect justice. During his 
time, the rest of Syria and Egypt, and most of Persia, was conquered. Kisra was defeated and 
utterly humiliated, and he retreated to the furthest point of his kingdom. Mighty Caesar was 
brought low, his rule over Syria was overthrown, and he retreated to Constantinople. Their 
wealth was spent for the sake of Allah, as the Messenger of Allah had foretold and promised. 
May Allah's perfect peace and purest blessing be upon him. During the rule of ' Uthman, the 
Islamic domains spread to the furthest points of the earth, east and west. The lands of the 
west were conquered as far as Cyprus and Andalusia, Kairouan and Sebta which adjoins the 
Atlantic Ocean. Towards the east, the conquests extended as far as China. Kisra was killed, his 
kingdom was utterly destroyed and the cities of Iraq, Khurasan and Al-Ahwaz were conquered. 
The Muslims killed a great number of Turks and Allah humiliated their great king Khaqan. Taxes 
were collected from the east and the west, and brought to the Commander of the faithful 
* Uthman bin ' Affan, may Allah be pleased with him. This was a blessing brought by his 
recitation and study of the Qur'an, and his bringing the Ummah together to preserve and 
protect it. In the Sahih it was recorded that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah showed me the earth and I looked at the east and the west. The dominion of my Ummah 
will reach everywhere I was shown.) And now we are enjoying that which Allah and His 
Messenger promised us, for Allah and His Messenger spoke the truth. We ask Allah to give us 



faith in Him and His Messenger, and to help us to give thanks to Him in a manner that will earn 
us His pleasure. 



(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will 
certainly grant them succession in the land, as He granted it to those before them, and that He 
will grant them the authority to practise their religion which He has chosen for them. And He 
will surely, give them in exchange a safe security after their fear...) Ar-RabP bin Anas narrated 
that Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "The Prophet and his Companions were in Makkah for nearly ten years, 
calling people in secret to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. They were in a 
state of fear and were not instructed to fight until after they were commanded to migrate to 
Al-Madinah. When they came to Al-Madinah, then Allah instructed them to fight. In Al-Madinah 
they were afraid and they carried their weapons morning and evening. This is how they 
remained for as long as Allah willed..." Then Allah revealed this Ayah. He caused His Prophet to 
prevail over the Arabian Peninsula, and then they felt safe and put down their weapons. Then 
Allah took His Prophet and they remained safe throughout the time of Abu Bakr, ' Umar and 
'Uthman, until what happened happened, and fear again prevailed over them, so they 
instituted a police force and guards. They changed, so their situation changed. One of the Salaf 
said, "The Khilafah of Abu Bakr and " Umar was true and adhered to the Book of Allah. Then he 
recited this Ayah." Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said, "This Ayah was revealed when we were in a state of 
extreme fear." This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(And remember when you were few and were reckoned weak in the land) Until His statement: 



(so that you might be grateful) 8:26 



(as He granted succession to those before them,) This is like the Ayah where Allah tells us that 
Musa said to his people: 



("It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you successors on the earth...") 
7:129 And Allah says: 



(And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak in the land,) until the two Ayat there 
after. 28: 5-6 



(and that He will grant them the authority to practise their religion which He has chosen for 
them...) vAs the Messenger of Allah said to 'Adiyy bin Hatim when he came to him in a 
delegation: 

« » 

(Do you know Al-Hirah) He said, "I do not know it, but I have heard of it." The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, Allah will make this matter i.e., Islam prevail until a 
woman riding a camel will come from Al-Hirah and perform Tawaf around the House without 
needing the protection of anybody, and the treasures of Kisra the son of Hurmuz will be 
opened.) He said, "Kisra the son of Hurmuz" He said, 



» 
« 

(Yes, Kisra the son of Hurmuz, and wealth will be given until there will be no one who will 
accept it.) ' Adiyy bin Hatim said: "Now it is happening that a woman riding a camel comes 
from Al-Hirah and performs Tawaf around the House without needing the protection of 
anybody, and I was among those who opened the treasure of Kisra the son of Hurmuz. By the 
One in Whose Hand is my soul, the third thing will also come to pass, because the Messenger of 
Allah said it." 



(if they worship Me and do not associate anything with Me.) imam Ahmad recorded from Anas 
that Mu' adh bin Jabal told him, "While I was riding behind the Prophet on a donkey, with 
nothing between me and him but the back of his saddle, he said, 

« » 

(O Mu' adh bin Jabal.) I said, x Here I am at your service, Messenger of Allah.' Then a while 
passed, then he said, 

« » 

(O Mu' adh bin Jabal.) I said, ' Here I am at your service, Messenger of Allah.' Then a while 
passed, then he said, 

« » 

(0 Mu' adh bin Jabal.) I said, ' Here I am at your service, Messenger of Allah.' He said, 

« » 

(Do you know the rights that Allah has over His servants) I said, 'Allah and His Messenger know 
best.' He said, 

» 
« 



(The rights that Allah has over His servants are that they should worship Him and not associate 
anything with Him.) Then awhile passed, then he said, 

« » 

(0 Mif adh bin Jabal.) I said, ' Here I am at your service, Messenger of Allah.' He said, 

» 

« 

(Do you know the rights that people have over Allah if they do that) I said, 'Allah and His 
Messenger know best.' He said, 

« » 

(The rights that people have over Allah is that He will not punish them.)" This was also 
recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



(But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the rebellious.) means, 'whoever then stops 
obeying Me after that, has stopped obeying the command of his Lord, and that is a great sin.' 
The Companions-- may Allah be pleased with them -- were the most committed of people after 
the Prophet to the commands of Allah and the most obedient to Allah. Their victories were in 
accordance with their level of commitment. They caused the Word of Allah to prevail in the 
east and the west, and Allah supported them so much that they governed all the people and all 
the lands. When the people subsequently fell short in their commitment to some of the 
commandments, their strength and victory fell short accordingly, but it is confirmed through 
more than one route in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(There will remain a group of my Ummah adhering to the truth, and those who forsake them or 
oppose them will not harm them until the Day of Resurrection. ) According to another report: 

« » 



(.. until the command of Allah comes to pass and they are like that.) According to another 
report: 

« » 

(... until they fight the Dajjal.) According to another report: 

« » 

(... until * Isa bin Maryam comes down and they are prevailing.) All of these reports are Sahih, 
and there is no contradiction between them. 



(56. And perform the Salah, and give the Zakah and obey the Messenger that you may receive 
mercy.) (57. Consider not that the disbelievers can escape in the land. Their abode shall be the 
Fire -- and worst indeed isthat destination.) 

The Command to pray, give the Zakah and obey the Messenger ; the 
inability of the Disbelievers to escape, and the ultimate Destiny 

Allah commands His believing servants to establish prayer, which means worshipping Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate; to pay the Zakah, which is an act of kindness towards His 
poor and weak creatures; and by doing so to obey the Messenger of Allah , i.e., to do as he 
commands them and to avoid what he forbids them, so that Allah will have mercy on them for 
that. No doubt, whoever does that, Allah will have mercy on him, as Allah says in another 
Ayah: 



(Allah will have His mercy on them) 9:71 



(Consider not) means, " do not think, Muhammad,' that: 



(the disbelievers) meaning, those who opposed and denied you, 



(can escape in the land.) means, that they can flee from Allah. No, Allah is able to deal with 
them and He will punish them most severely for that. Allah says: 



(Their abode) meaning, in the Hereafter, 



(shall be the Fire -- and worst indeed is that destination.) means, how terrible the 
consequences will be for the disbelievers, how evil a place to stay in and how awful a place to 
rest! 



(58. you who believe! Let your slaves and slave-girls, and those among you who have not 
come to the age of puberty ask your permission on three occasions: before the Fajr prayer, and 
while you put off your clothes during the afternoon, and after the ' Isha' prayer. (These) three 
(times) are of privacy for you; other than these timesthere is no sin on you or on them to move 
about, attending to each other. Thus Allah makes clear the Ayat to you. And Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Wise.) (59. And when the children among you come to puberty, then let them 
(also) ask for permission, as those senior to them (in age) ask permission. Thus Allah makes 
clear His Ayat for you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (60. And the Qawa* id among women 
who do not hope for marriage, it is no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing in such 
a way as not to show their adornment. But to refrain is better for them. And Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Knower.) 



The Times when Servants and Young Children should seek 

Permission to enter 

These Ayat include a discussion of how people who are closely related should seek permission 
to enter upon one another. What was mentioned earlier in the Surah had to do with how 
unrelated people should seek permission to enter upon one another. Allah commanded the 
believers to ensure that their servants and their children who have not yet reached puberty 
should seek permission at three times: the first is before the Fajr prayer, because people are 
asleep in their beds at that time. 



(and while you put off your clothes during the afternoon,) means, at the time of rest, because 
a man may be in a state of undress with his wife at that time. 



(and after the 'Isha' prayer.) because this is the time for sleep. Servants and children are 
commanded not to enter upon household members at these times, because it is feared that a 
man may be in an intimate situation with his wife and so on. Allah says: 



((These) three (times) are of privacy for you; other than these times there is no sin on you or 
on them) If they enter at a time other than these, there is no sin on you if you let them enter, 
and no sin on them if they see something at a time other than these times. They have been 
given permission to enter suddenly, because they are those who go around in the house, i.e., 
to serve you etc., and as such they may be forgiven for things that others will not be forgiven. 
Although this Ayah is quite clear and has not been abrogated, people hardly follow it, and 
'Abdullah bin 'Abbas denounced the people for that. Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn 'Abbas 
said: "Most of the people do not follow it, the Ayah that speaks about asking permission, but I 
tell my servant woman to seek permission to enter." Abu Dawud said: ' Ata' also narrated that 
Ibn 'Abbas commanded this. Ath-Thawri narrated that Musa bin Abi ' Aishah said, "I asked Ash- 
Sha' bi about the Ayah : 



(Let your slaves and slave-girls ask your permission.) He said, ' It has not been abrogated.' I 
said: ' But the people do not do that.' He said, ' May Allah help them.'" Then Allah says: 



(And when the children among you come to puberty, then let them (also) ask for permission, as 
those senior to them (in age)) meaning: when the children who used to seek permission at the 
three times of privacy reach puberty, then they have to seek permission at all times, i.e., with 
regard to those who are non-relatives, and at times when a man may be in a state of intimacy 
with his wife, even if it is not one of the three times stated above. 

There is no Sin on Elderly Women if They do not wear a Cloak 



(And the Qawa' id among women.) Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and 
Qatadah said that these are the women who no longer think that they can bear children, 



(who do not hope for marriage,) meaning, they no longer have any desire for marriage, 



(it is no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing in such a way as not to show their 
adornment.) meaning, they do not have to cover themselves in the same way that other women 
have to. Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah: 



(And tell the believing women to lower their gaze) 24:31 was abrogated and an exception was 
made in the case of: 



(the past childbearing among women who do not hope for marriage, 



(it is no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing) Ibn Mas' ud said about (outer) 
clothing,, "The Jilbab or Rida'." A similar view was also narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn ' Umar, 
Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Ash-Sha' tha', Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Az-Zuhri, 
AI-' Awza' i and others. 



(in such a way as not to show their adornment.) Sa id bin Jubayr said, "They should not make a 
wanton display of themselves by removing their outer garment so that their adornment may be 
seen." 



(But to refrain is better for them.) means, not removing their outer garment, even though that 
is permissible for them, is better for them. 



(And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. 



(61. There is no restriction on the blind, nor any restriction on the lame, nor any restriction on 
the sick, nor on yourselves, if you eat from your houses, or the houses of your fathers, or the 
houses of your mothers, or the houses of your brothers, or the houses of your sisters, or the 
houses of your father's brothers, or the houses of your father's sisters, or the houses of your 
mother's brothers, or the houses of your mother's sisters, or (from that) whereof you hold keys, 
or (from the house) of a friend. No sin on you whether you eat together or apart. But when you 
enter the houses, greet one another with a greeting from Allah, blessed and good. Thus Allah 
makes clear the Ayat to you that you may understand.) I 

Eating from One's Relatives' Houses 

What is referred to here is the fact that they used to feel too embarrassed to eat with the 
blind, because they could not see the food or where the best morsels were, so others might 
take the best pieces before they could. They felt too embarrassed to eat with the lame 
because they could not sit comfortably, and their companions might take advantage of them, 
and they felt embarrassed to eat with the sick because they might not eat as much as others. 
3d they were afraid to eat with them lest they were unfair to them in some way. Then Allah 
revealed this Ayah, granting them a dispensation in this matter. This was the view of Sa' id bin 
Jubayr and Miqsam. Ad-Dahhak said: "Before the Prophet's Mission, they used to feel too 
embarrassed and too proud to eat with these people, lest they might have to help them. So 
Allah revealed this Ayah." 



(nor any restriction on the lame,) ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Mujahid said: "A man would 
take a blind, lame or sick person to the house of his brother or sister or aunt, and those 
disabled people would feel ashamed of that and say, 'they are taking us to other people's 
houses.' So this Ayah was revealed granting permission for that." As-Suddi said: "A man would 
enter the house of his father or brother or son, and the lady of the house would bring him some 
food, but he would refrain from eating because the master of the house was not there, so Allah 
revealed: 



(There is no restriction on the blind. ..) 



(nor on yourselves, if you eat from your houses,) This is stated here although it is obvious, so 
that from this starting point the houses of others may be mentioned, and to make it clear that 
the ruling applies equally to what comes after. Sons' houses are included in this even though 
they are not mentioned by name, and this is used as evidence by those who regard the son's 
wealth as being like the father's wealth. In the Musnad and the Sunan, it is reported through 
several routes that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(You and your wealth belong to your father.) 



(or the houses of your fathers, or the houses of your mothers,) until Misstatement; 



(or (from that) whereof you hold keys,) This is obvious, and this is used as evidence by those 
who think that it is obligatory for relatives to spend on one another. 



(or (from that) whereof you hold keys,) Sa' id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi said, "This refers to a 
people's servants, whether a slave or otherwise. There is nothing wrong with them eating from 
the food that is stored with them, within reason." Az-Zuhri narrated from " Urwah that " A'isha, 
may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The Muslims used to go out on military campaigns with 
the Messenger of Allah and they would give their keys to people they trusted and say, 'We 
permit you to eat whatever you need.' But they would say, ' It is not permissible for us to eat, 
they have given us permission reluctantly and we are only trustees.' Then Allah revealed: 



(or (from that) whereof you hold keys). 



(or (from the house) of a friend.) means, there is no sin on you if you eat from their houses, so 
long as you know that thisdoes not upset them and they do not dislike it. 



(No sin on you whether you eat together or apart.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
" Abbas concerning this Ayah, "When Allah revealed the Ayah: 



(0 you who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly) 4: 29 , the Muslims 
said, ' Allah has forbidden us to eat up our property among ourselves unjustly, and food is the 
best of property, so it is not permissible for anyone among us to eat at the house of anyone 
else.' So the people stopped doing that. Then Allah revealed: 



(There is no restriction on the blind,) until His statement; 



(or (from the house) of a friend.) A man would also feel embarrassed and would refrain from 
eating alone until someone else came along, but Allah made the matter easier for them and 
said: 



(No sin on you whether you eat together or apart.)" Qatadah said, "This was a clan of Banu 
Kinanah who during the Jahiliyyah thought that it was a source of shame for one of them to eat 
alone, to such an extent that a man might keep on driving his laden camel even though he was 
hungry, until he could find someone to eat and drink with him. Then Allah revealed: 



(No sin on you whether you eat together or apart.) So this was a dispensation from Allah, 
allowing people to eat either alone or with others, even though eating with others is more 
blessed and is better. Imam Ahmad recorded from Wahshi bin Harb from his father from his 
grandfather that a man said to the Prophet , "We eat but we do not feel satisfied." He said: 



» 



« 



(Perhaps you are eating separately. Eat together and mention the Name of Allah, and He will 
bless the food for you.) It was also recorded by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah. Ibn Majah also 
recorded that Salim reported from his father from ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Eat together and not separately, for the blessing is in being together.) 



(But when you enter the houses, greet one another) Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah and Az-Zuhri said, "This means greet one another with Salam." Ibn Jurayj said: Abu Az- 
Zubayr said, "I heard Jabir bin 'Abdullah say, 'When you enter upon your family, greet them 
with a greeting from Allah, blessed and good.' He said, 'I do not think it is anything but 
obligatory."' Ibn Jurayj said: "And Ziyad said that Ibn Tawus used to say: ' When any one of you 
enters his house, let him say Salam.'" Mujahid said: "And when you enter the Masjid, say: 
" Peace be upon the Messenger of Allah'; when you enter upon your families, greet them with 
Salam; and when you enter a house in which there is nobody, say: " As-Salamu ' Alayna wa ' Ala 
" Ibad-Allah-is-Salihin (peace be upon us and upon the righteous servants of Allah).' This is what 
one is commanded to do, and it has been narrated to us that the angels will return his 
greeting." 



(Thus Allah makes clear the Ayat to you that you may understand.) When Allah mentioned what 
wise rulings and reasonable, well-constructed laws are contained in this Surah, He points out to 
His servants that He explains the Ayat to them clearly so that they may ponder them and 
understand their meanings. 



(62. The believers are only those who believe in Allah and His Messenger; and when they are 
with him on some common matter, they go not away until they have asked his permission. 
Verily, those who ask your permission, those are they who (really) believe in Allah and His 
Messenger. So if they ask your permission for some affairs of theirs, give permission to whom 
you will of them, and ask Allah for their forgiveness. Truly, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



Asking Permission to leave when They are doing something 

together 

This is another matter of etiquette to which Allah has guided His believing servants. Just as He 
commanded them to seek permission when entering, He also commanded them to seek 
permission when leaving, especially when they are doing something together with the 
Messenger , such as the Friday, * Id, or congregational prayers, or a meeting for the purpose of 
consultation and so on. Allah commanded them not to leave him in these situations until they 
had asked his permission. If they did this, then they were of the true believers. Then Allah 
commanded His Messenger to give permission when someone asked for it, if he wanted to. He 
said: 



(give permission to whom you will of them, and ask Allah for their forgiveness.) Abu Dawud 
reported that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(When any of you joins a gathering, let him say Salam, and when he wants to leave, let him say 
Salam. The former is not more important than the latter.) This was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i; At-Tirmidhi said: "It is a Hasan Hadith." 



(63. Make not the calling of the Messenger among you as your calling one of another. Allah 
knows those of you who slip away under shelter. And let those beware who oppose the 
Messenger's commandment, lest some Fitnah should befall them or a painful torment be 
inflicted on them.) 

The Etiquette of addressing the Prophet 

Ad-Dahhak said, reporting from Ibn 'Abbas: "They used to say, '0 Muhammad,' or ' O Abu Al- 
Qasim,' but Allah forbade them to do that, as a sign of respect towards His Prophet , and told 
them to say, ' Prophet of Allah,' ' O Messenger of Allah.'" This was also the view of Mujahid 
and Sa' id bin Jubayr. Qatadah said: "Allah commanded that His Prophet should be treated with 
respect and honor, and that he should be a leader." Muqatil said concerning the Ayah: 



(Make not the calling of the Messenger among you as your calling one of another.) "When you 
address him, do not say, x Muhammad,' or " son of ' Abdullah'; rather honor him and say, ' O 
Prophet of Allah,' or, ' Messenger of Allah.' 



(Make not the calling of the Messenger among you as your calling one of another.) A second 
view concerning the meaning of the Ayah is that it means' do not think that if he prays against 
you it is like when anyone else prays against you, because his prayers will be answered; so 
beware lest he prays against you and you will be doomed.' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this from Ibn 
' Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and " Atiyyah Al-' Awfi. And Allah knows best. 



(Allah knowsthose of you who slip away under shelter.) Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "This refersto 
the hypocrites who used to find it too difficult to listen to the Khutbah on Fridays, so they 
would hide behind some of the Companions of Muhammad and sneak out of the Masjid. It was 
not proper for a man to leave on Fridays once the Khutbah began, unless he had permission 
from the Prophet . If one of them wanted to leave, he would make a gesture to the Prophet 
with his finger, and the Prophet would give permission without the man speaking. This is 
because if the Prophet was giving the Khutbah and a man spoke, it would invalidate his Friday 
prayer." As-Suddi said, "If they were with him for a congregational prayer, they would hide 
behind one another so that he could not see them." 



The Prohibition of going against the Messenger's Commandment 



(And let those beware who oppose the Messenger's commandment) This means going against 
the commandment of the Prophet , which is his way, methodology and Sunnah. All words and 
deeds will be measured against his words and deeds; those that are in accordance with his 
words and deeds will be accepted, and whatever does not match up will be rejected, no 
matter who the person is who said and did them. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs and 
elsewhere that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Whoever does a deed that is not in accordance with this matter of ours will have it rejected.) 
meaning, let those beware who go against the SharT ah of the Messenger , in secret and in the 
open, 



(lest some Fitnah should befall them), i.e., lest some disbelief or hypocrisy or innovation enter 
their hearts. 



(or a painful torment be inflicted on them.) means in this world afflicting them with capital 
punishment, or by law of prescribed punishment, or by confinement in prison, or so on. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



n(The parable of me and you is as the example of a man who kindled a fire and when it 
illuminated all around him, moths and other creatures started falling into the fire, and he was 
trying to stop them but they overwhelmed him and still kept falling in. This is the parable of 



me and you. I am trying to restrain you and keep you away from the fire, but you overwhelm 
me and fall in.) This was also narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



(64. Certainly, to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. Indeed, He knows your 
condition and the Day when they will be brought back to Him, then He will inform them of 
what they did. And Allah is All-Knower of everything.) 



Allah knows your Condition 

Allah tells us that He is the Sovereign of the heavens and the earth, and He knows the seen and 
the unseen. He knows what His servants do in secret and in the open. So He says: 



(Indeed, He knows your condition) He knows and it is visible to Him, and not one iota is hidden 
from him. This is like the Ayah: 



(And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful,) until His saying; 



(Verily, He, only He, isthe All-Hearer, the All-Knower) 26:217-220 



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed but We are 
Witness thereof when you are doing it. And nothing is hidden from your Lord; (even) the weight 
of a speck of dust on the earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that or what is greater 
than that but is in a Clear Record.) 10:61 



(Is then He Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned) 13: 33 He 
sees all that His servants do, good and evil alike. And Allah says: 



(Surely, even when they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what they conceal 
and what they reveal) 11:5. 



(It isthe same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly) 13:10 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposit. All is in a Clear Book.) 11:6 



(And with Him are the keys of the Unseen, none knows them but He. And He knows whatever 
there is in the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) 6:59 And 
there are many Ayat and Hadiths which say similar things. 



(the Day when they will be brought back to Him,) means, the day when all creatures will be 
brought back to Allah, which isthe Day of Resurrection. 



(then He will inform them of what they did.) means, He will tell them everything they did in 
this life, major and minor, significant and insignificant. As Allah says: 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward (of deeds), and what he left 
behind.) 75:13 



(And the Book will be placed, and you will see the criminals, fearful of that which is therein. 
They will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing nor a big 
thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before 
them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.) 18:49 Allah says here: 



(the Day when they will be brought back to Him, then He will inform them of what they did. 
And Allah is All-Knower of everything.) Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, and we 
ask Him to help us achieve perfection. The end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Nur, to Allah be praise 
and thanks. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Furqan 

(Chapter - 25) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Blessed be He Who sent down (Nazzala) the criterion to His servant that he may be a 
warner to all nations.) (2. He to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and 
Who has begotten no son and for Whom there is no partner in the dominion. He has created 
everything, and has measured it exactly according to its due measurements.) 

Blessed be Allah 

Here Allah praises Himself for the Noble Qur'an He has revealed to His noble Messenger . This is 
like the Ayat: 



(All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His servant the Book, and has not 
placed therein any crookedness. (He has made it) straight to give warning of a severe 
punishment from Him, and to give glad tidings to the believers, who do righteous deeds...) 
18:1-2 Here Allah says: 



(Blessed be He.) The verbal form used here implies an ongoing, permanent, eternal blessing. 



(Who sent down the criterion) The verb Nazzala is a form which implies something done a great 
deal and often. This is like the Ayah: 



(And the Book which He (Nazzala) sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He 
(Anzala) sent down to those before (him)) (4:136). Each of the previous Books was sent down at 
one time, but the Qur'an was revealed gradually, in stages, Ayat after Ayat, rulings after 
rulings, Surahs after Surahs. This is more eloquent and indicative of greater care for the one to 
whom it is revealed, as Allah says later in this Surah: 



(And those who disbelieve say: "Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him all at once" Thus, that 
We may strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, in stages. 
And no example or similitude do they bring, but We reveal to you the truth, and the better 
explanation thereof.) (25:32-33) This Surah was named Al-Furqan, because it is the criterion 
that decides between truth and falsehood, guidance and misguidance, right and wrong, lawful 
and unlawful. 



(to His servant) This description is one of praise and commendation, because here Allah is 
connecting him to Himself, describing him as His servant. Allah also described him in this 
manner when referring to the noblest of events, the Night of the Isra', as He said: 



(Glorified be He Who took His servant for a journey by night) (17:1). Allah also described him in 
this way when He described how he stood and called to Him: 



(And when the servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in prayer they (the Jinn) just made round 
him a dense crowd as if sticking one over the other (in order to listen to the Prophet's 
recitation).) (72:19) This description is also used here when Allah describes how the Book is 
revealed to him and how the angel comes down to him: 



(Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion to His servant that he may be a warner to all 
nations.) 



(that he may be a warner to all nations.) means, he alone has been blessed with this great, 
detailed, clear Book which, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise (Allah).) (41:42) The One Who made it the mighty criterion, singled him 
out to convey it to those who seek the shade of trees and to those who live on the land (i.e., to 
all of mankind, nomad and settled alike), as the Prophet said: 

« » 

(I have been sent to the red and the black.) And he said: 



» 



« 



(I have been given five things which no Prophet before me was given. ) Among them he 
mentioned: 



» 



« 



( Before me a Prophet was sent only to his own people, but I have been sent to all of 
mankind.) And Allah says: 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah...") (7:158), meaning, 
the One Who has sent me is the Sovereign of the heaven and the earth, who merely says to a 
thing "Be!" and it is. He is the one who gives life and causes death. Allah says here: 



(He to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Who has begotten no son 
and for Whom there is no partner in the dominion.) Allah states that He is above having any 
offspring or partner. Then He tells us: 



(He has created everything, and has measured it exactly according to its due measurements.) 
meaning, everything apart from Him is created and subject to Him. He is the Creator, Lord, 
Master and God of all things, and everything is subject to Hisdominion, control and power. 



(3. Yet they have taken besides Him other gods who created nothing but are themselves 
created, and possess neither harm nor benefit for themselves, and possess no power (of 
causing) death, nor (of giving) life, nor of raising the dead.) 

The Foolishness of the Idolators 



Allah tells us of the ignorance of the idolators in taking other gods instead of Allah, the Creator 
of all things, the One Who controls the affairs of all things; whatever He wills happens and 
whatever He does not will does not happen. In spite of that, they still worshipped others 
besides Him, idols who could not even create the wing of a gnat, but were themselves created. 
They could neither do harm nor bring benefit to themselves, so how could they do anything for 
their worshippers 



(and possess no power (of causing) death, nor (of giving) life, nor of raising the dead.) means, 
they could not do any of that at all; that power belongs only to Allah, Who is the One Who 
gives life and death, and isthe One Who will bring all people, the first and the last, back to life 
on the Day of Resurrection. 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as (the creation and 
resurrection of) a single person) (31 :28). This is like the Ayat; 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.) (54:50) 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, they find themselves on the surface of the 
earth alive after their death.) (79:13-14) 



(It will be a single Zaj rah, and behold, they will be staring!) (37:19) 



(It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be brought up before Us!) (36:53). He is 
Allah besides Whom there is no other God and besides Whom there is no other Lord. No one 
should be worshipped except Him because whatever He wills happens and whatever he does 
not will does not happen. He has no offspring nor progenitor, nor equal nor likeness nor rival 
nor peer. He isthe One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He begets not, 
nor was He begotten, and there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him. 



(4. Those who disbelieve say: "This is nothing but a lie that he has invented, and others have 
helped him in it." In fact, they have produced an unjust wrong and a lie.) (5. And they say: 
"Tales of the ancients which he has written down, and they are dictated to him morning and 
afternoon. ") (6. Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of the heavens and 
the earth. Truly, He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 



What the Disbelievers said about the Qur'an 

Allah tells us about the foolishness of the disbelievers' ignorant minds, when they said about 

the Qur'an: 



(This is nothing but a lie), meaning an untruth. 



(that he has invented,) meaning the Prophet 



(and others have helped him in it.) means, he asked other people to help him compile it. So 
Allah said: 



(In fact, they have produced an unjust wrong and a lie.) meaning, they are the ones who are 
telling a lie, and they know that it is false, for their own souls know that what they are 
claiming is not true. 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients which he has written down...") meaning, the ancients 
wrote them down, and he has copied it. 



(and they are dictated to him) means, they are read or recited to him. 



(morning and afternoon. ) at the beginning and end of the day. Because this idea is so foolish 
and is so patently false, everyone knows that it is not true. It is known through Mutawatir 
reports and is a common fact that Muhammad the Messenger of Allah never learned to read or 
write, either at the beginning or the end of his life. He grew up among them for approximately 
forty years, from the time he was born until the time when his mission began. They knew all 
about him, and about his honest and sound character and how he would never lie or do 
anything immoral or bad. They even used to call him Al-Amin (the Trustworthy One) from a 
young age, until his mission began, because they saw how truthful and honest he was. When 
Allah honored him with that which He honored him, they declared their enmity towards him 
and came up with all these accusations which any reasonable person would know he was 
innocent of. They were not sure what to accuse him of. Sometimes they said that he was a 
sorcerer, at other timesthey would say he was a poet, or crazy, or a liar. So Allah said: 



(See what examples they have put forward for you. So they have gone astray, and never can 
they find a way.) (17:48) In response to their stubbornness, Allah says here: 



(Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of the heavens and the earth".) 
meaning, He has revealed the Qur'an which includes true information about the earlier and 
later generations, information which concurs with the realities of the past and future. 



(Who knows the secret) means, Allah is the One Who knows the unseen in the heavens and on 
the earth; He knows their secrets just as He knows what is visible therein. 



(Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This is an invitation to them to repent and turn back 
to Allah, telling them that His mercy is vast and His patience is immense. Whoever repents to 
Him, He accepts his repentance. Despite all their lies, immorality, falsehood, disbelief and 
stubbornness, and saying what they said about the Messenger and the Qur'an, He still invites 
them to repent and give up their sin, and to come to Islam and true guidance. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three." But there is no god 
but One God. And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall on 
the disbelievers among them. Will they not turn with repentance to Allah and ask His 
forgiveness For Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (5:73-74) 



(Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and believing women, and then do not turn 
in repentance, then they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the punishment of 
the burning Fire.) (85:10) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "Look at this kindness and generosity! They 
killed His friends and He is calling them to repentance and mercy." 



(7. And they say: "Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk about in the markets. Why is not 
an angel sent down to him to be a warner with him") (8. "Or (why) has not a treasure been 
granted to him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may eat" And the wrongdoers say: "You 
follow none but a man bewitched.") (9. See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have 
gone astray, and they cannot find a path.) (10. Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you 
better than (all) that -- Gardens under which rivers flow and will assign you palaces. ) (11. Nay, 
they deny the Hour, and for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire.) (12. 
When it sees them from a far place, they will hear its raging and its roaring.) (13. And when 
they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together, they will exclaim therein 
for destruction.) (14. Exclaim not today for one destruction, but exclaim for many 
destructions.) 



What the Disbelievers said about the Messenger , refutation of 
Their Words, and Their ultimate Destiny 

Allah tells us about the disbelievers' stubborn resistance to and rejection of the truth, with no 
proof or evidence for doing so. Their excuse was, as they said: 



(Why does this Messenger eat food,) meaning, ' as we eat, and why does he need food as we 
need it' 



(and walk about in the markets.) means, he walks around and goesthere often seeking to trade 
and earn a living. 



(Why is not an angel sent down to him to be a warner with him) They were saying: why doesn't 
an angel come down to him from Allah, to be a witness that what he is claiming is true This is 
like when Fira" wn said: 



("Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or angels sent along with him") (43:53). 
These people had a similar mentality and said the same kind of thing. They said: 



(Or (why) has not a treasure been granted to him) meaning, treasure that he could spend on his 
needs and wants. 



(or why has he not a garden whereof he may eat) meaning, a garden that would go with him 
wherever he went. All of this is easy for Allah, but He had a reason for not doing any of these 
things, and with Him isthe perfect proof and argument. 



(And the wrongdoers say: "You follow none but a man bewitched.") Allah said: 



(See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have gone astray,) meaning, they accused you 
and belied you when they said that you were a sorcerer or bewitched or crazy or a liar or a 
poet, but all of these are false ideas. Everyone who has the slightest understanding will 
recognize that they are lying. Allah says: 



(so they have gone astray) from the path of guidance. 



(and they cannot find a path.) Everyone who steps outside of the way of truth and guidance has 
gone astray, no matter what direction he takes, because the truth is one and its methodology is 
unified, parts of it confirming other parts. Then Allah tells His Prophet that if He willed, He 
could bestow on him in this world something far better than what they were saying. He said: 



(Blessed be He Who, if He wills, will assign you better than (all) that...) Mujahid said, "This 
means in this world." And he said: "The Quraysh used to call every house that was made of 
stone a ' palace', whether it was large or small." 



(Nay, they deny the Hour,) means, they say this in stubborn disbelief, not because they are 
seeking insight and guidance, but because their disbelief in the Day of Resurrection makes 
them say what they say. 



(And We have prepared) means, * We have made ready,' 



(for those who deny the Hour, a flaming Fire.) means, an unbearably hot and painful torment in 
the fire of Hell. 



(When it sees them) means, when Hell sees them, 



(from a far place,) means from the place of gathering (on the Day of Resurrection), 



(they will hear its raging and its roaring.) means, (it will make those sounds) out of hatred 
towards them. This is like the Ayah, 



(When they are cast therein, they will hear the (terrible) drawing in of its breath as it blazes 
forth. It almost bursts up with fury) (67:7-8), which meansthat parts of it almost separate from 
other parts because of its intense hatred towards those who disbelieved in Allah. Imam Abu 
J a' far bin Jarir narrated that Ibn ' Abbas said: "A man will be dragged towards Hell, which will 
be expanding and contracting, and Ar-Rahman will say to it: 'What is the matter with you' It 
will say: ' He is seeking refuge from me.' So Allah will say, * Let My servant go.' Another man 
will be dragged towards Hell and he will say, ' Lord, I never expected this from You.' Allah 
will say, 'What did you expect' The man will say, * I expected that Your mercy would be great 
enough to include me.' So Allah will say, 'Let My servant go.' Another man will be dragged 
towards Hell, and Hell will bray at him like a donkey braying at barley. Then it will give a moan 
that will instill fear in everyone." Its chain of narrators isSahih. 



(they will hear its raging and its roaring. ) ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr 
said: "Hell will utter a moan such that there will be no angel who is close to Allah and no 
Prophet sent to mankind, but he will fall on his face, shaking all over. Even Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, will fall to his knees and say: ' Lord, I do not ask You for salvation this Day except 
for myself.'" 



(And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together,) Qatadah 
narrated from Abu Ayyub that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said: "Like the point of a spear, i.e., in its 
narrowness." 



(chained together,) Abu Salih said, "This means, tied from their shoulders." 



(they will exclaim therein for destruction.) means, they will utter cries of woe, regret and 
sorrow. 



(Exclaim not today for one destruction...) 



(15. Say: "Is that better or the Paradise of Eternity which is promised to those who have Taqwa" 
It will be theirs as a reward and final destination.) (16. For them there will be therein all that 
they desire, and they will abide (therein forever). It is upon your Lord a Wa' dan Mas'ula.) 



Is the Fire better, or Paradise 

Here Allah says: '0 Muhammad, this that We have described to you about the state of those 
who are doomed, who will be dragged on their faces to Hell, which will receive them with a 
scowling face, with hatred and moans. There they will be thrown into their constricted spaces, 
tied up to their shoulders, unable to move or call for help, and unable to escape their plight --- 
is this better, or the eternal Paradise which Allah has promised to the pious among His 
servants, which He has prepared for them as a reward and ultimate destiny in return for their 
obedience to Him in this world' 



(For them there will be therein all that they desire,) of delights such as food, drink, clothing, 
dwellings, means of transportation and scenery, and other things that no eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, nor the heart of anyone can comprehend. They will abide therein forever; it will 
never cease or come to an end, and they will never leave it. This is what Allah has promised to 
those whom He has blessed and to whom He has shown His favor. He says: 



(It is a upon your Lord a Wa' dan Mas'ula) meaning, it must inevitably come to pass. Abu J a' far 
bin Jarir reported from some of the scholars of the Arabic language that the words 



(Wa' dan Mas'ula) mean: a binding pledge. In this Surah Allah mentions Hell, then refers to the 
situation of the people of Paradise. This is similar to the passage in Surat As-Saffat where Allah 
mentions the status of the people of Paradise, with its beauty and joy, then He says: 



:(ls that better entertainment or the tree of Zaqqum Truly, We have made it a trial for the 
wrongdoers. Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hellfire, The shoots of its fruit 
stalks are like the heads of Shayatin. Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies 
therewith. Then on the top of that they will be given boiling water to drink so that it becomes 
a mixture. Then thereafter, verily, their return isto the flaming fire of Hell. Verily, they found 
their fathers on the wrong path. So they hastened in their footsteps!) (37:62-70) 



(17. And on the Day when He will gather them together and that which they worship besides 
Allah. He will say: "Was it you who misled these My servants or did they stray from the path") 
(18. They will say: "Glorified be You! It was not for us to take any Awliya' besides You, but You 
gave them and their fathers comfort till they forgot the warning, and became a lost people.") 
(19. Thus they will deny you in what you say; then you can neither avert nor find help. And 
whoever among you does wrong, We shall make him taste agreat torment.) 



The gods of the Idolatorswill disown Them on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us about what will happen on the Day of Resurrection, when those whom the 
idolators used to worship instead of Allah, angels and others, will rebuke them. Allah says: 



(And on the Day when He will gather them together and that which they worship besides 
Allah.) Mujahid said, "This means' Isa, ' Uzayr and the angels." 



(He will say: "Was it you who misled these My servants...") Allah will say to those who were 
worshipped: ' Did you call these people to worship you instead of Me, or was it their own idea 
to worship you, without any call to that on your part' This is like the Ayah, 



(And when Allah will say: "0 " Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto men: 'Worship me and my 
mother as two gods besides Allah' " He will say: "Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what 
I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it. You know what 
is in my innerself though I do not know what is in Yours; truly, You, only You, are the All- 
Knower of all that is hidden. Never did I say to them aught except what You did command me 
to say.") (5:116-117) Describing how those who were worshipped will respond on the Day of 
Resurrection, Allah says: 



(They will say: "Glorified be You! It was not for us to take (Nattakhidh) any Awliya' besides 
You...") Most of the scholars recite a Fathah on the Nun of the word Nattakhidh in His saying: 



("...for us to take (Nattakhidh) any Awliya' besides You,") meaning, 'it is not right for any 
created being, neither us nor them, to worship anyone except You; we did not call them to do 
that, but they did it of their own accord, without us telling them to do it or accepting what 
they did. We are innocent of them and their worship.' This is like the Ayah, 



(And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all together, then He will say to the 
angels: "Was it you that these people used to worship" They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be 
You!") (34:40-41) Other scholars understand this phrase to mean: ' it is not proper for us to take 
anyone except You as protectors or helpers (Awliya 1 ), ' meaning, ' it is not proper for anyone to 
worship us, for we are Your servants and in need of You.' This meaning is close to the first. 



(but You gave them and their fathers comfort) means, 'You made such a long period of time 
passthat they forgot the Reminder, i.e., they forgot what had been sent down to them through 
the Messengers, calling them to worship You alone with no partner or associate.' 



(and became a lost people.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means, they were destroyed." Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri and Malik narrated from Az-Zuhri: "There was no good in them." And Allah says: 



(Thus they will deny you because of what you say;) meaning, 'those whom you used to worship 
besides Allah will show you to be liars in your claims that they were your helpers and 
protectors bringing you closer to Allah.' This is like the Ayat: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, such as will not answer him till 
the Day of Resurrection, and who are unaware of their calls to them. And when mankind are 
gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) (46:5-6) 



(then you can neither avert nor find help.) means: they will not be able to avert the 
punishment from themselves, nor will they be able to help themselves. 



(And whoever among you does wrong,) means by associating others in worship with Allah, 



(We shall make him taste a great torment.) 



(20. And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food and walked 
in the markets. And We have made some of you as a trial for others; will you have patience And 
your Lord is Ever All-Seer.) and who are unaware of their calls to them. And when mankind are 
gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) (46:5-6) 



(then you can neither avert nor find help.) means: they will not be able to avert the 
punishment from themselves, nor will they be able to help themselves. 



(And whoever among you does wrong,) means by associating others in worship with Allah, 



(We shall make him taste a great torment.) 



(20. And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food and walked 
in the markets. And We have made some of you as atrial for others; will you have patience And 
your Lord is Ever All-Seer.) 

All of the Previous Messengers were Human 

Allah tells us about the previous Messengers He sent: they all used to eat food needing the 
nourishment in it. They used to go around in the marketplaces seeking to engage in trade and 
earn a livelihood. This should not, however, affect their status as Messengers, for Allah gave 
them good characteristics and caused them to speak fine words and do noble deeds, and gave 
them miracles and clear proofs, from which any person with sound insight may see the 
confirmation that what they brought from Allah was true. This Ayah is similar to the Ayat; 



(And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We revealed, from among the people of 
townships) (12:109). 



(And We did not create them bodies that ate not food) (21:8). 



(And We have made some of you as a trial for others; will you have patience) means, " We test 
some of you by means of others, so that We may see who will be obedient and who will be 
disobedient.' Allah says: 



(will you have patience And your Lord is Ever All-Seer.) meaning, He knows who deserves to 
receive revelation, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(Allah knows best with whom to place His Message) (6:124). And He knows who deserves to be 
guided to the Message with which He sent them, and who does not deserve to be guided. 



(And We have made some of you as a trial for others. Will you have patience) Muhammad bin 
Ishaq said: Allah is saying, "If I had willed that the world be such that no one would oppose My 
Messengers, I could have made it so, but I wanted to test My servants by means of them." In 
Sahih Muslim it is narrated from ' lyad bin Himar that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« : » 

(Allah says: "I will test you and test others by means of you.") In the Sahih it is recorded that he 
was given the choice between being a Prophet and king, or being a servant and Messenger, and 
he chose to be a servant and Messenger. 



(21. And those who expect not a meeting with Us said: "Why are not the angels sent down to 
us, or why do we not see our Lord" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful 
with great pride.) (22. On the Day they will see the angels -- no good news will there be for the 
criminals that day. And they will say: "Hij ran Mahjura.") (23. And We shall turn to whatever 
deedsthey did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.) (24. The 
dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places for 
repose.) 



The Stubbornness of the Disbelievers 

Allah describes how stubborn the disbelievers were in their disbelief when they said: 



(Why are not the angels sent down to us,) meaning, * so that we may see them with our own 
eyes and they may tell us that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.' This is like when they 
said: 



(or you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face) (17:92). Hence they also said: 



(or why do we not see our Lord) Allah said: 



(Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful with great pride.) And Allah says: 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them...) 
(6:111) 



(On the Day they will see the angels -- no good news will there be for the criminals that day. 
And they will say: "Hij ran Mahjura.") means, when they do see the angels, it will not be a good 
day for them, for on that day there will be no good news for them. This is also confirmed at 



the time when they are dying, when the angels bring them the tidings of Hell and the wrath of 
the Compeller, and when the disbeliever's soul is being taken out, the angels say to it, "Come 
out, evil soul from an evil body, come out to fierce hot wind and boiling water, and the 
shadow of black smoke." It refuses to come out and it scatters throughout his body, so they 
beat him, as Allah says: 



(And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of those who disbelieve; they smite 
their faces and their backs...") (8:50) 



(And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of death, while the angels 
are stretching forth their hands.) that is, to beat them: 



((saying): "Deliver your souls! This day you shall be recompensed with the torment of 
degradation because of what you used to utter against Allah other than the truth. And you used 
to reject His Ayat with disrespect!") (6: 93) Hence in this Ayah Allah says: 



(On the Day they will see the angels -- no good news will there be for the criminals) This is in 
contrast to the state of the believers when death approaches them, for they are given glad 
tidings of joy and delight. Allah says: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm, on them the angels will 
descend (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the good news of Paradise which you have 
been promised! We have been your friends in the life of this world and are (so) in the 
Hereafter. Therein you shall have what your souls desire, and therein you shall have what you 
ask for. Entertainment from, the Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (41:30-32) According to an 
authentic Hadith narrated from Al-Bara' bin " Azib, the angels say to the believer's soul (at the 
time of death): "Come out, O good soul in a good body, as you were dwelling in it. Come out to 
rest and pleasant fragrances and a Lord Who is not angry." Other scholars said that the Ayah: 



(On the Day they will see the angels -- no good news) vrefers to the Day of Resurrection. This 
was the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others. But there is no contradiction between these 
two views, because on both of these days -- the day of death and the Day of Resurrection - the 
angels will appear to the believers and disbelievers, and they will give glad tidings of divine 
mercy and pleasure to the believers, while they will give the disbelievers news that will bring 
regret and sorrow, so there will be no glad tidings for the evildoers and criminals on that Day. 



(And they (angels) will say: "Hij ran Mahjura.") The angels will say to the disbelievers: 'success 
is forbidden to you this day.' The basic meaning of Al-Hijr is preventing or prohibition, hence 
the word is used in the phrase "Hajara Al-Qadi 'Ala Fulan" (or, "The judge prohibited so and 
so.") when he forbids him to dispose of his wealth in cases of bankruptcy, folly, being 
underage, etc. The name of Al-Hijr (the low semicircular wall near the Ka' bah) is also derived 
from this root, because it prevents people from Tawaf inside it, since they have to go behind 
it. The mind is also called Al-Hijr, because it prevents a person from indulging in things that do 
not befit him. In conclusion, the pronoun in the phrase. 



(And they will say) refers to the angels. This was the view of Mujahid, 'Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad- 
Dahhak, Qatadah, ' Atiyyah AI-'Awfi, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, Khusayf and others; it was also the 
view favored by Ibn Jarir. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Jurayj said that this referred to the words 
of the idolators. 



(On the Day they will see the angels) means, they will seek refuge from the angels. This is 
because when disaster and hardship struck, the Arabs would say: 



("Hij ran Mahjura.") Although there is a point to what Ibn Jurayj said, from the context it is 
unlikely that this is what was meant, and the majority of scholars said something different. 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did,) This refers to the Day of Resurrection, when 
Allah will bring mankind to account for their deeds, good and bad alike. Allah tells us that the 
deeds which these idolators thought would bring them salvation will be of no avail to them, 
because they were not in accordance with the SharT ah or Laws of Allah, whether in terms of 
sincere intention or in terms of following the Laws set out by Allah. Every deed that is neither 
sincere nor in accordance with the Laws of Allah is futile, and the deeds of the disbelievers are 
either one or the other, or they may include both, in which case they are even less likely to be 
accepted. Allah says: 



(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered 
floating particles of dust.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri, narrated from Abu Ishaq, from Al-Harith that 
x AM, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on Allah's saying: 



(and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust (Haba').) "The rays of the 
sun when they pass through a small aperture." A similar view was also narrated through a 
different chain of narrators from Al i , and something similar was also narrated from Ibn 
' Abbas, Mujahid, x Ikrimah, Sa id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak and others. Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
said, "This refers to the rays coming through a small window, and if anyone tries to grasp them, 
he cannot." Abu Al-Ahwas narrated from Abu Ishaq from Al-Harith that Al i said: "Haba' refers 
to the dust raised by animals. " A similar view was also narrated from Ibn 'Abbas and Ad- 
Dahhak, and this was also said by ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 



(scattered floating particles of dust (Haba 1 ).) Qatadah said: "Have you not seen dry trees when 
they are blown by the wind This refers to those leaves." It was narrated that Ya' la bin ' Ubayd 
said: "Ashes or dust when it is stirred up by the wind." In conclusion, all of these views are 
pointing out that the deeds of the disbelievers will be like some worthless scattered thing, and 
will be of no avail to them whatsoever. As Allah says: 



(The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which 
the wind blows furiously) (14:18). 



(0 you who believe! Do not render in vain your charity by reminders of your generosity or by 
injury,) until His saying: 



(They are not able to do anything with what they have earned) (2:264). 



(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks 
it to be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be nothing) (24:39). 



The Abode of the People of Paradise 

Allah says: 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose.) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful) (59:20). That is because the people of Paradise will ascend to 
lofty degrees and secure dwellings, so they will be in a place of safety, beauty and goodness, 



(Abiding therein -- excellent it is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.) (25:76) The people of 
Hell will go down to the lowest levels and continual regret, with all kinds of punishments and 
torments. 



(Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place to rest in.)(25:66) means, how evil a 
dwelling place to look at, and how evil an abode in which to stay. Allah says: 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose.) meaning, in return for what they have done of acceptable deeds, they will attain 
what they will attain and reach the status they will reach, in contrast to the people of Hell, 
who will not have even one deed to their credit that would qualify them to enter Paradise and 
be saved from the Fire. Allah points out the situation of the blessed in contrast to that of the 
doomed, who will not enjoy any goodness at all. Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "Allah will finish the 
Judgement halfway through the Day, and the people of Paradise will take their mid day rest in 
Paradise and the people of Hell in Hell. Allah says: 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose.) ' Ikrimah said, "I know the time when the people of Paradise will enter Paradise 
and the people of Hell will enter Hell. It is the time which in this world is the time when the 
late forenoon starts and people go back to their families to take a siesta. The people of Hell 
will go to Hell, but the people of Paradise will be taken to Paradise and will have their siesta in 
Paradise, and they will be fed the liver of a whale and they will all eat their fill. This is what 
Allah says: 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose.) 



(25. And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall be rent asunder with clouds, and the 
angels will be sent down, with a grand descending.) (26. The sovereignty on that Day will be 
the true (sovereignty) of the Most Gracious, and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.) (27. 
And (remember) the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he will say: "Oh! Would 
that I had taken a path with the Messenger.") (28. "Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never 
taken so-and-so as an intimate friend!") (29. "He indeed led me astray from the Reminder after 
it had come to me. And Shaytan is to man ever a deserter.") 



The Terrors of the Day of Resurrection, and how the Wrongdoers 
will wish that They had taken a Path with the Messenger 

Here Allah tells us about the terror of the Day of Resurrection and the tremendous events that 
will happen, including the splitting of heavens when they are pierced by the clouds, that is the 
shadow of the magnificent light which dazzles all sight. The angels of heaven will come down 
on that Day and surround all creatures at the place of gathering, then the Lord, may He be 
blessed and exalted, will come to pass judgement. Mujahid said, "This is as Allah says: 



(Do they then wait for anything other than that Allah should come to them in the shadows of 
the clouds and the angels)" (2:210) 



(The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty) of the Most Gracious,) This is like 
the Ayah, 



(Whose is the kingdom this Day: It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistable!) (40:16) In the Sahih it 
says: 



» 



« 



(Allah, may He be exalted, will fold up the heavens in His Right Hand, and will take the earths 
in His other Hand, then He will say: "I am the Sovereign, I am the Judge. Where are the kings of 
the earth Where are the tyrants Where are the arrogant s") 



(and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.) means it will be very difficult, because it will 
be the Day of justice and the decisive judgement, as Allah says: 



(Truly, that Day will be a hard Day -- Far from easy for the disbelievers) (74:9-10). This is how 
the disbelievers will be on the Day of Resurrection. Asfor the believers, Allah says: 



(The greatest terror will not grieve them. 



(And (remember) the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he will say: "0! Would 
that I had taken a path with the Messenger.") Here Allah tells us of the regret felt by the 
wrongdoer who rejected the path of the Messenger and what he brought from Allah of clear 
truth concerning which there is no doubt, and followed another path. When the Day of 
Resurrection comes, he will feel regret but his regret will avail him nothing, and he will bite on 
his hands in sorrow and grief. Whether this Ayah was revealed concerning " Uqbah bin Abi Mu' it 
or someone else among the doomed, it applies to every wrongdoer, as Allah says: 



(On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire) as mentioned in those two Ayat 
33:66 Every wrongdoer will feel the ultimate regret on the Day of Resurrection, and will bite 
at his hands, saying: 



(0! Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger. Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never 
taken so-and-so as an intimate friend!) meaning, the one among the propagators of 
misguidance who diverted him from true guidance and led him to follow the path of 
misguidance, whether this refers to Umayyah bin Khalaf or his brother Ubayy bin Khalaf, or to 
someone else. 



(He indeed led me astray from the Reminder) meansthe Qur'an, 



(after it had come to me.) means, after it had reached me. Allah says: 



(And Shaytan is to man ever a deserter (in the hour of need). ) meaning, he leads him away 
from the truth and diverts him from it, and uses him for the purposes of falsehood and calls 
him to it. 



(30. And the Messenger will say: "0 my Lord! Verily, my people deserted this Qur'an.") v(31. 
Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals. But sufficient is your 
Lord as a Guide and Helper.) 

The Messenger will complain against His Opponents 

Allah tells how His Messenger and Prophet Muhammad will say: "0 my Lord! Verily, my people 
deserted this Qur'an." The idolators would not listen to the Qur'an, as Allah says: 



(And those who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur'an, and make noise in the midst of it.") 
(41:26). When he would recite Qur'an to them, they would talk nonsense or speak about 
something else, so that they would not hear it. This is a form of forsaking it and rejecting it, 
and not believing in it is the same as forsaking it, and not pondering its meanings and trying to 
understand it is the same as forsaking it, and not acting upon it and following its 
commandments and heeding its prohibitions is the same as forsaking it, and turning away from 
it in favor of poetry or other words or songs or idle talk or some other way is the same as 
forsaking it. We ask Allah, the Most Generous, the Bestower of bounty, the One Who is able to 
do what He wills, to keep us safe from doing that which earns His wrath and to use us to do 
that which will earn His pleasure of preserving and understanding His Book, following its 
commandments night and day in the manner which He loves and which pleases Him, for He is 
Generous and Kind. 



(Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals.) means, 'just as there 
is for you, Muhammad, those people who scorned the Qur'an, so in all the previous nations 
did Allah make for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals, who called people to their 
misguidance and disbelief,' as Allah says: 



(And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies -- Shayatin among mankind and Jinn) as 
stated in these two Ayat. (6:112) Allah says here: 



(But sufficient is your Lord as a Guide and Helper.) meaning, for the one who follows His 
Messenger and believes in His Book, Allah will be his Guide and Helper in this world and the 
Hereafter. Allah says 



(a Guide and Helper.) because the idolators used to try to prevent people from following the 
Qur'an lest anyone be guided by it. They wanted their way to prevail over the way of the 
Qur'an. Allah says: 



(Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the criminals.) 



(32. And those who disbelieve say: "Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him all at once" Thus, 
that We may strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, in 
stages.) (33. And no example or parable do they bring, but We reveal to you the truth, and the 
better explanation thereof.) (34. Those who will be gathered to Hell on their faces, such will 
be in an evil state, and most astray from the path.) 

The Reason why the Qur'an was revealed in Stages, the Refutation 
of the Disbelievers, and their Evil End 



Allah tells us about the many objections raised by the disbelievers, their stubbornness, and 
how they spoke of things which were none of their concern. They said: 



("Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him all at once") meaning, why was this Qur'an, which was 
revealed to him, not sent down all at one time, asthe previous Books, the Tawrah, Injil, Zabur 
and other Divine Books Allah answered them, telling them that it was revealed in stages over 
twenty-three years, according to events and circumstances, and whatever rulings were needed, 
in order to strengthen the hearts of the believers, as He says: 



(And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into parts)...) (17:106). Allah says: 



(that We may strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, in 
stages.) Qatadah said it means: "We have explained it." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said 
it means: "We have given its interpretation." 



(And no example or similitude do they bring,) This means no arguments or doubts, 



(but We reveal to you the truth, and the better explanation thereof.) They do not say anything 
in an attempt to oppose the truth, but We respond to them with the truth of that same matter, 
more clearly and more eloquently than anything they say. Abu 'Abdur-Rahman An-Nasa'i 
recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Qur'an was sent down all at once to the first heaven on 
Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Power), then it was revealed over twenty years." Allah says: 



(And no example or similitude do they bring, but We reveal to you the truth, and the better 
explanation thereof.) and: 



(And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into parts), in order that you might recite it to 
men at intervals. And We have revealed it by stages) (17:106). Then Allah tells us about the 
terrible state of the disbelievers when they are raised on the Day of Resurrection and gathered 
into Hell: 



(Those who will be gathered to Hell on their faces, such will be in an evil state, and most 
astray from the path. ) In the Sahih, it is reported from Anas that a man said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah, how will the disbeliever be gathered on his face on the Day of Resurrection" The Prophet 
said: 



» 



« 



(The One Who caused him to walk on his two feet is able to make him walk on his face on the 
Day of Resurrection.) 



(35. And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, and placed his brother Harun with him as a 
helper;) (36. And We said: "Go you both to the people who have denied Our Ayat." Then We 
destroyed them with utter destruction.) (37. And Nuh's people, when they denied the 
Messengers, We drowned them, and We made them as a sign for mankind. And We have 
prepared a painful torment for the wrongdoers.) (38. And (also) 'Ad and Thamud, and the 
Dwellers of Ar-Rass, and many generations in between.) (39. And for each We put forward 
examples, and each We brought to utter ruin.) (40. And indeed they have passed by the town 
on which was rained the evil rain. Did they not then see it Nay! But they used not to expect any 
resurrection.) 

Frightening the Idolatorsof Quraysh 

Allah threatens the idolators who denied and opposed His Messenger Muhammad and He warns 
them of the punishment and painful torment He sent upon the previous nations who rejected 
their Messengers. Allah begins by mentioning Musa, upon him be peace, whom He sent along 
with his brother Harun as a helper -- i.e., as another Prophet who helped and supported him -- 
but Fir' awn and his chiefs denied them both: 



(Allah destroyed them completely, and similar (awaits) the disbelievers) (47:10). And when the 
people of Nuh denied him, Allah destroyed them likewise, for whoever denies one Messenger 
denies all the Messengers, because there is no difference between one Messenger and another. 
If it had so happened that Allah had sent all His Messengers to them, they would have denied 
them all. Allah says: 



(And Nuh's people, when they denied the Messengers,) although Allah sent only Nuh to them, 
and he stayed among them for 950 years, calling them to Allah and warning them of His 
punishment, 



(And none believed with him, except a few) (11:40). For this reason Allah drowned them all 
and left no one among the sons of Adam alive on earth apart from those who boarded the boat, 



(and We made them a sign for mankind.) meaning a lesson to be learned. This is like the Ayah, 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the boat. That We might 
make it a remembrance for you, and the keen ear may understand it) (69:11-12), which means: 
x We left for you ships that you ride upon to travel across the depths of the seas, so that you 
may remember the blessing of Allah towards you when He saved you from drowning, and made 
you the descendants of those who believed in Allah and followed His commandments.' 



(And (also) 'Ad and Thamud, and the Dwellers of Ar-Rass,) We have already discussed their 
story, which is referred to in more than one Surah, such as Surat Al-A' raf, and there is no need 
to repeat it here. As for the Dwellers of Ar-Rass, Ibn Jurayj narrated from Ibn ' Abbas about the 
Dwellers of Ar-Rass that they were the people of one of the villages of Thamud. Ath-Thawri 
narrated from Abu Bukayr from ' Ikrimah that Ar-Rass was a well where they buried (Rassu) 
their Prophet. 



(and many generations in between. ) means nations, many more than have been mentioned 
here, whom We destroyed. Allah said: 



(And for each We put forward examples,) meaning, ' We showed them the proof and gave them 
clear evidence,' as Qatadah said, "They had no excuse." 



(and each (of them) We brought to utter ruin.) means, " We destroyed them completely.' This is 
like the Ayah, 



(And how many generations (Qurun) have We destroyed after Nuh!) (17:17). "Generations" 
(Qurun) here refers to nations among mankind. This is like the Ayah, 



(Then, after them, We created other generations (Qurun).) (23:42) Some defined a generation 
as being 120 years, or it was said that a generation was one hundred years, or eighty, or forty, 
etc. The most correct view is that a generation refers to nations who are one another's 
contemporaries, living at the same time. When they go and others succeed them, this is 
another generation, as it was recorded in the Two Sahihs: 



» 



« 



(The best of generations is my generation, then the one that follows it, then the one that 
follows that.) 



(And indeed they have passed by the town on which was rained the evil rain.) refers to the 
town of the people of Lut, which was called Sodom, and the way in which Allah dealt with it, 
when He destroyed it by turning it upside down and by sending upon it the rain of stones of 
baked clay, as Allah says: 



(And We rained on them a rain. And how evil was the rain of those who had been warned!) 
(26:176), 



(Verily, you pass by them in the morning. And at night; will you not then reflect) (37:137-138), 



(And verily, they were right on the highroad.) (15:76), 



(They are both on an open highway, plain to see) (15:79). Allah says: 



(Did they not then see it) meaning, so that they might learn a lesson from what happened to its 
inhabitants of punishment for denying the Messenger and going against the commands of Allah. 



(Nay! But they used not to expect any resurrection.) means, the disbelievers who passed by it 
did not learn any lesson, because they did not expect any resurrection, i.e., on the Day of 
Judgement. 



(41. And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery (saying): "Is this the one whom 
Allah has sent as a Messenger") (42. "He would have nearly misled us from our gods, had it not 
been that we were patient and constant in their worship!" And they will know, when they see 
the torment, who it is that is most astray from the path!) (43. Have you seen him who has 
taken as his god his own vain desire Would you then be a guardian over him) (44. Or do you 
think that most of them hear or understand They are only like cattle -- nay, they are even 
farther astray from the path.) 



How the Disbelievers mocked the Messenger 

Allah tells us how the disbelievers mocked the Messenger when they saw him. This is like the 
Ayah, 



(And when the disbelievers see you, they take you not except for mockery) (21:36), which 
meansthat they tried to find faults and shortcomings in him. Here Allah says: 



(And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery (saying): "Is this the one whom Allah 
has sent as a Messenger") i.e., they said this by way of belittling and trying to undermine him, 
so Allah put them in their place, and said: 



(And indeed Messengers before you were mocked at) (6:10) 



(He would have nearly misled us from our gods,) They meant: * he nearly turned us away from 
worshipping idols, and he would have done so, had we not been patient and persevered in our 
ways.' 3d Allah said, warning and threatening them: 



(And they will know, when they see the torment. 



They took Their Desires as their gods and were more astray than 

Cattle 

Then Allah tells His Prophet that if Allah decrees that someone will be misguided and 
wretched, then no one can guide him except Allah, glory be to Him: 



(Have you seen him who has taken as his god his own vain desire) meaning, whatever he 
admires and sees as good in his own desires becomes his religion and his way. As Allah says: 



(Is he then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fair seeming. So that he consider it as good. 
Verily, Allah sends astray whom he wills.) 35:8 



(Would you then be a guardian over him) Ibn ' Abbas said: "During the Jahiliyyah, a man would 
worship a white rock for a while, then if he saw another that looked better, he would worship 
that and leave the first." Then Allah said: 



(Or do you think that most of them hear or understand) meaning, they are worse than grazing 
cattle. Cattle only do what they were created to do, but these people were created to worship 
Allah Alone without associating partners with Him, but they worship others with Him, even 
though evidence has been established against them and Messengers have been sent to them. 



(45. Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow. If He willed, He could have made it 
still -- but We have made the sun its guide.) (46. Then We withdraw it towards Ourselves -- a 
gradual withdrawal.) (47. And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you, and the sleep 
(as) a repose, and makes the day Nushur.) 



Evidence of the existence of the Creator and the extent of His 

Power 

Here Allah begins explaining the evidence for His existence and His perfect power to create 
various things and pairs of opposites. Allah says: 



(Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow.) Ibn * Abbas, Ibn * Umar, Abu Al-' Aliyah, 
Abu Malik, Masruq, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, An-Nakha' i, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and others said, "This refers to the period from the beginning of the dawn until the sun 
rises." 



(If He willed, He could have made it still) meaning, immobile, never changing. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(Say : "Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for you...") (28:71) 



(but We have made the sun its guide.) means, were it not for the sun rising, it would not be 
there, for a thing can only be known in contrast to its opposite. Qatadah and As-Suddi said, 
"The sun is a guide which followsthe shade until the shade disappears. " 



(Then We withdraw it towards Ourselves-- a gradual withdrawal.) This refers to the shade. 



(gradual) meaning slowly. As-Suddi said: "A gentle, concealed, withdrawal until there is no 
shade left on earth except under a roof or a tree, and the sun is shining on whatever is above 
it." 



(a gradual withdrawal.) Ayyub bin Musa said: "Little by little. 



(And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you,) It covers and conceals all things. This is 
like the Ayah: 



(By the night as it envelops) (92:1). 



(and the sleep a repose,) means, a halt to movement so that bodies may rest. For the faculties 
and limbs get tired from their constant movement during the day when one goes out to earn a 
living. When night comes, and it becomes quiet, they stop moving, and rest; so sleep provides 
a rejuvenation for both the body and the soul. 



(and makes the day Nushur) meaning, people get up and go out to earn a living and attend to 
their business. This is like the Ayah: 



(It is out of His mercy that He has made for you the night and the day that you may rest therein 
and that you may seek of His bounty...) (28:73) 



(48. And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy; and 
We send down pure water from the sky,) (49. That We may give life thereby to a dead land, 
and We give to drink thereof many of the cattle and men that We have created.) (50. And 
indeed We have distributed it among them in order that they may remember the grace of 
Allah, but most men refuse (out of) gratitude.) 



This is also part of His complete power and supreme authority: 

Allah sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, i.e., they bring the clouds behind them. The 
winds are of many different types, depending on the purpose for which they are sent. Some of 
them form the clouds, others carry the clouds or drive them, and others come ahead of the 
clouds as heralds announcing their coming. Some of them come before that to stir up the 
earth, and some of them fertilize or "seed" the clouds to make it rain. Allah says: 



(and We send down pure water from the sky), meaning, as a means of purifying it. Abu Sa' id 
said, "It was said: "0 Messenger of Allah, can we perform Wudu' with the water of the well of 
Buda' ah For it is a well in which rubbish and the flesh of dogs are thrown. He said: 

« » 

(Water is pure and nothing makes it impure.) This was recorded by Ash-Shaf V i and Ahmad, who 
graded it Sahih, and also by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Hasan, and by An- 
Nasa'i. His saying: 



(That We may give life thereby to a dead land,) means, a land that waited a long time for rain. 
It isdevoid of vegetation or anything at all. When the rain comesto it, it becomes alive and its 
hills are covered with all kinds of colorful flowers, as Allah says: 



(but when We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and growth...) (41:39). His saying: 



(and We give to drink thereof many of the cattle and men that We had created. ) means, so 
that animals such as cattle can drink from it, and people who are in desperate need of water 
can drink from it and water their crops and fruits. This is like the Ayah: 



(And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired,) (42:28) 



(Look then at the effects of Allah's mercy, how He revives the earth after its death.) (30:50) 
His saying: 



(And indeed We have distributed it among them in order that they may remember) means, ' We 
cause rain to fall on this land and not on that, and We cause the clouds to pass over one land 
and go to another, where We cause sufficient rain to fall so that its people have plenty, but not 
one drop falls on the first land.' There is a reason and great wisdom behind this. Ibn 'Abbas and 
Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with them said: "One year does not have more rain than 
another, but Allah distributes the rain as He wills. Then he recited this Ayah: 



(And indeed We have distributed it (rain or water) amongst them in order that they may 
remember the grace of Allah, but most men refuse (out of) ingratitude. )" meaning, so that 
they may be reminded, when Allah brings the dead earth back to life, that He is able to bring 
the dead and dry bones back to life, or that those from whom rain is withheld are suffering this 
because of some sin they have committed, so that they may give it up. 



(but most men refuse (out of) ingratitude.) ' Ikrimah said, "This refers to those who say that 
rain comes because of such and such a star." This view of " Ikrimah is similar to the authentic 
Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim; one day after a night's rain, the Messenger of Allah said to his 
Companions: 



« » 

(Do you know what your Lord says) They said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: 



» 



« 



(He says: "This morning some of My servants became believers in Me, and some became 
disbelievers. As for the one who said, 'We have been given rain by the mercy and grace of 
Allah,' he is a believer in Me and a disbeliever in the stars. As for the one who said, " We have 
been given rain by such and such a star,' he is a disbeliever in Me and a believer in the stars.") 



(51. And had We willed, We would have raised a warner in every town.) (52. So obey not the 
disbelievers, but strive against them with the utmost endeavor with it.) (53. And it is He Who 
has let free the two seas, this is palatable and sweet, and that is salty and bitter; and He has 
set a barrier and a complete partition between them.) (54. And it is He Who has created man 
from water, and has appointed for him kindred by blood, and kindred by marriage. And your 
Lord is Ever All -Powerful to do what He wills.) 



The universality of the Prophet's Message, how He was supported in 
His Mission and Allah's Blessings to Mankind 

Allah says: 



(And had We willed, We would have raised a warner in every town.) ' Calling them to Allah, but 
We have singled you out, O Muhammad, to be sent to all the people of earth, and We have 
commanded you to convey the Qur'an,' 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach) (6:19). 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17). 



(that you may warn the Mother of the Towns and all around it) (42:7). 



(Say: "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah...") (7:158). In the Two 
Sahihs (it is reported that the Prophet said:) 

« » 

(I have been sent to the red and the black. ) And: 



» 



« 



(...A Prophet would be sent to his own people, but I have been sent to all of mankind.) Allah 
says: 



(So obey not the disbelievers, but strive hard against them with it.) meaning, with the Qur'an. 
This was the view of Ibn x Abbas. 



(with the utmost endeavour.) This is like the Ayah, 



(0 Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites,) (9:73) 



(And it is He Who has let free the two seas, this is palatable and sweet, and that is salty and 
bitter;) means, He has created the two kinds of water, sweet and salty. The sweet water is like 
that in rivers, springs and wells, which is fresh, sweet, palatable water. This was the view of 
Ibn Jurayj and of Ibn Jarir, and this is the meaning without a doubt, for nowhere in creation is 
there a sea which is fresh and sweet. Allah has told us about reality so that His servants may 
realize His blessings to them and give thanks to Him. The sweet water is that which flows 



amidst people. Allah has portioned it out among His creatures according to their needs; rivers 
and springs in every land, according to what they need for themselves and their lands. 



(and that is salty and bitter;) meaning that it is salty, bitter and not easy to swallow. This is 
like the seas that are known in the east and the west, the Atlantic Ocean and the Straits that 
lead to it, the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, the China Sea, the Indian Ocean, the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea and so on, all the seas that are stable and do not flow, but 
they swell and surge in the winter and when the winds are strong, and they have tides that ebb 
and flow. At the beginning of each month the tides ebb and flood, and when the month starts 
to wane they retreat until they go back to where they started. When the crescent of the 
following month appears, the tide begins to ebb again until the fourteenth of the month, then 
it decreases. Allah, may He be glorified, the One Whose power is absolute, has set these laws 
in motion, so all of these seas are stationary, and He has made their water salty lest the air 
turn putrid because of them and the whole earth turn rotten as a result, and lest the earth 
spoil because of the animals dying on it. Because its water is salty, its air is healthy and its 
dead are good (to eat), hence when the Messenger of Allah was asked whether sea water can 
be used for Wudu', he said: 

« » 

(Its water is pure and its dead are lawful.) This was recorded by Malik, Ash-ShafT i and Ahmad, 
and by the scholars of Sunan with a good Jayyid chain of narration. 



(and He has set a barrier and a complete partition between them. ) meaning, between the 
sweet water and the saltwater. 



(a barrier) means a partition, which is dry land. 



(and a complete partition) means, a barrier, to prevent one of them from reaching the other. 
This is like the Ayat: 



(He has let loose the two seas meeting together. Between them is a barrier which none of them 
can transgress. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (55:19-21) 



(Is not He Who has made the earth as a fixed abode, and has placed rivers in its midst, and 
placed firm mountains therein, and set a barrier between the two seas Is there any god with 
Allah Nay, but most of them know not!) (27:61) 



(And it is He Who has created man from water,) means, He created man from a weak Nutfah, 
then gave him shape and formed him, and completed his form, male and female, as He willed. 



(and has appointed for him kindred by blood, and kindred by marriage.) in the beginning, he is 
someone's child, then he gets married and becomes a son-in-law, then he himself has sons-in- 
law and other relatives through marriage. All of thiscomesfrom adespised liquid, Allah says: 



(And your Lord is Ever All-Powerful to do what He wills.) 



(55. And they worship besides Allah, that which can neither profit them nor harm them; and 
the disbeliever is ever a helper against his Lord.) (56. And We have sent you only as a bearer of 
good news and a warner.) (57. Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this, save that whosoever 
wills may take a path to his Lord.") (58. And put your trust in the Ever Living One Who dies not, 
and glorify His praises, and sufficient is He as the All-Knower of the sins of His servants,) (59. 
Who created the heavens and the earth and all that is between them in six Days. Then He rose 
over (Istawa) the Throne. The Most Gracious! Ask Him, as He is the All-Knower.) (60. And when 
it is said to them: "Prostrate yourselves to Ar-Rahman!" They say: "And what is Ar-Rahman Shall 
we fall down in prostration to that which you command us" And it increases in them only 
aversion.) 

The Ignorance of the Idolators 

Allah tells us how ignorant the idolators are; instead of worshipping Allah, they worship idols 
which do not possess the power either to harm or benefit. They do this with no evidence or 
proof; the only thing that led them to do this was their own whims and desires. So they take 
these idols as protectors and fight for their sake, and they oppose Allah and His Messenger and 
the believers for their sake. Similarly Allah says: 



(and the disbeliever is ever a helper against his Lord.) meaning, he is a supporter of Shaytan 
against the party of Allah, but the party of Allah are the ones who will prevail, as Allah says: 



(And they have taken besides Allah gods, hoping that they might be helped. They cannot help 
them, but they will be brought forward as a troop against those who worshipped them.) (36:74- 
75) meaning, the gods which they worshipped instead of Allah cannot help them. These 
ignorant people are troops for the idols and are ready to fight for their sake and protect their 
sanctuaries, but in the end the victory will be for Allah and His Messenger and the believers, in 
this world and the Hereafter. 



(and the disbeliever is ever a helper against his Lord. ) Mujahid said: "He supports and helps the 
Shaytan in disobedience towards Allah. 



The Messenger brings Glad Tidings and Warnings 

Then Allah tells His Messenger: 



(And We have sent you only as a bearer of good news and a warner.) meaning, a bringer of 
good news to the believers, a warner to the disbelievers; bringing good news of Paradise to 
those who obey Allah, and bringing warnings of a dreadful punishment for those who go against 
the commandments of Allah. 



(Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this...") ' for conveying this message and this warning, I do 
not ask for any reward from your wealth; I am only doing this for the sake of Allah, may He be 
exalted.' 



(To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight) (81:28). 



(save that whosoever wills, may take a path to his Lord.) means, a way and a methodology to 
be followed. 



The Command to the Messenger to put his Trust in Allah, and some 

of His Qualities 



Then Allah says: 



(And put your trust in the Ever Living One Who dies not,) meaning, in all your affairs, put your 
trust in Allah, the Ever-Living Who never dies, the One Who 



(is the First and the Last, the Most High and the Most Near. And He is the All-Knower of 
everything) (57:3). The Eternal, Ever-Lasting, Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient One, the Lord and 
Sovereign of all things, the One to Whom you should always turn. Allah is the One in Whom you 
should put your trust and to Whom you should turn for refuge, He will be sufficient for you and 
will be your helper and supporter, and will cause you to prevail. As Allah says: 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, 
then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind) (5:67). 



(and glorify His praises,) means, combine praising Him with glorifying Him. Hence the 
Messenger of Allah used to say: 

« » 

(Glory be to You, Allah, and with Your praise.) So the Ayah means: be sincere in worshipping 
Him and putting your trust in Him. This is like the Ayat: 



(The Lord of the east and the west; there is no God but He. So take Him as a Trustee.) (73:9) 



(So worship Him and put your trust in Him) (11:123). 



(Say: "He isthe Most Gracious, in Him we believe, and in Him we put our trust.") (67:29) 



(and sufficient is He as the All-Knower of the sins of His servants) means, by His perfect 
knowledge nothing is hidden from Him nor can anything be hidden from Him, not even a speck 
of dust's weight. 



(Who created the heavens and the earth...) means, He is the Ever-Living Who never dies, He is 
the Creator, Sustainer and Sovereign of all things, Who by His might and power created the 
seven heavens with their vast height and width, and the seven earths with their great depths 
and density. 



(in six Days. Then He rose over the Throne.) means, He is running all affairs and He decrees 
according to the truth, and He isthe best of those who decide. 



(Then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne. The Most Gracious! Ask Him, as He isthe All-Knower.) 
meaning, find out about Him from one who knows most about Him, and follow him and take 
him as your example. It is known that there is no one who knows more about Allah than His 
servant and Messenger Muhammad , the absolute leader of the sons of Adam in this world and 
the Hereafter, who does not speak of his own desire, but conveys revelation revealed to him. 
What he says is true, and he is the leader whose decision counts; when there is a dispute, 
people are obliged to refer to him, and whatever is in accordance with his words and deeds is 
right, and whatever goes against them should be rejected no matter who says or does it. Allah 
says: 



((And) if you differ in anything among yourselves...) (4:59). 



(And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof iswith Allah) (42:10). 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice) (6: 115). meaning, He has 
spoken the truth and is fair and just in His commands and prohibitions. Allah says here: 



(Ask Him, as He is Al-Knower.) 

Condemnation of the Idolators 

Then Allah rebukesthe idolators who prostrate to idols and rivals instead of Allah: 



(And when it is said to them: "Prostrate yourselves to Ar-Rahman!" They say: "And what is Ar- 
Rahman") meaning: we do not know Ar-Rahman. They did not like to call Allah by His Name Ar- 
Rahman (the Most Gracious), as they objected on the day of (the treaty of) Al-Hudaybiyyah, 
when the Prophet told the scribe: 

« » 

(Write: "In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), Ar-Rahim (the Most Merciful).") 
They said, "We do not know Ar-Rahman or Ar-Rahim. Write what you used to write: ' Bismika 
Allahumma (in Your Name, Allah).'" So Allah revealed the words: 



(Say: "Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman, by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for 
to Him belong the Best Names) (17:110). meaning, He is Allah and He isthe Most Gracious. And 
in this Ayah, Allah said: 



(And when it is said to them: "Prostrate yourselves to Ar-Rahman!" They say: "And what is the 
Ar-Rahman") meaning: we do not know or approve of this Name. 



(Shall we fall down in prostration to that which you command us) means, "Just because you tell 
us to" 



(And it increases in them only aversion.) As for the believers, they worship Allah Who is the 
Most Gracious, Most Merciful, and they attribute divinity to Him Alone and prostrate to Him. 
The scholars, agree that it is allowed and approved for the reader and the listener to prostrate 
when he reachesthis mention of prostration in Surat Al-Furqan, and Allah knows best. 



(61. Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven Al-Buruj, and has placed therein a great 
lamp, and a moon giving light.) (62. And He it is Who has put the night and the day in 
succession (Khilfatan), for such who desiresto remember or desiresto show hisgratitude.) 

Mentioning the Might and Power of Allah 

Here Allah glorifies Himself and praises the beauty He created in the heavens of Al-Buruj, the 
giant stars, according to the view of Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, Al-Hasan and 
Qatadah. This is like the Ayah, 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps) (67:5). Allah says: 



(Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven Al-Buruj, and has placed therein a great lamp,) 
which isthe sun which shines like a lamp, as Allah says: 



(And We have made (therein) a shining lamp) (78:13). 



(and a moon giving light.) means, shining and illuminated by the light of something else, 
different from the light of the sun, as Allah says: 



(It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a light) (10:5). And Allah tells us 
that Nun, peace be upon him, said to his people: 



(See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above another And has made the 
moon a light therein, and made the sun a lamp) (71:15-16). Then Allah says: 



(And He it is Who has put the night and the day in succession (Khilfatan),) meaning, each one 
comes after the other, in a never-ending alternation. When one goes the other comes, and vice 
versa, as Allah says: 



(And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly pursuing their courses) (14:33). 



(He bringsthe night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly) (7:54). 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon) (36:40). 



(for such who desires to remember or desires to show his gratitude.) means, He has caused 
them both to follow one another to show the times when His servants should worship Him. So 
whoever misses an act of worship during the night can make it up during the day, and whoever 
misses an act of worship during the day can make it up during the night. It was recorded in a 
SahihHadith: 



» 



« 

(Allah spreads forth His Hand at night for the one who has done evil during the day to repent, 
and He spreads forth His Hand during the day for the one who has done evil during the night to 
repent.) Mujahid and Qatadah said: "Khilfatan means different, i.e., because one is dark and 
the other is light." 



(63. And the servants of the Most Gracious are those who walk on the earth Hawna, and when 
the foolish address them they say; "Salama.") (64. And those who spend the night in worship of 



their Lord, prostrate and standing.) (65. And those who say: "Our Lord! Avert from us the 
torment of Hell. Verily, its torment is ever an inseparable, permanent punishment.") (66. Evil 
indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in.) (67. And those who, when they spend, are 
neither extravagant nor stingy, but are in a just balance between them.) 



Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious 

These are the attributes of the believing servants of Allah, 



(those who walk on the earth Hawna,) meaning that they walk with dignity and humility, not 
with arrogance and pride. This is like the Ayah: 



(And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance...) (17:37). So these people do not walk 
with conceit or arrogance or pride. This does not mean that they should walk like sick people, 
making a show of their humility, for the leader of the sons of Adam (the Prophet) used to walk 
as if he was coming downhill, and as if the earth were folded up beneath him. What is meant 
here by Hawn is serenity and dignity, asthe Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When you come to the prayer, do not come rushing in haste. Come calmly and with 
tranquility, and whatever you catch up with, pray, and whatever you miss, make it up.) 



(and when the foolish address them they say: "Salama.") If the ignorant people insult them with 
bad words, they do not respond in kind, but they forgive and overlook, and say nothing but 
good words. This is what the Messenger of Allah did: the more ignorant the people, the more 
patient he would be. This is as Allah says: 



(And when they hear Al-Laghw (evil or vain talk), they withdraw from it) (28:55). Then Allah 
says that their nights are the best of nights, as He says: 



(And those who spend the night in worship of their Lord, prostrate and standing.) meaning, 
worshipping and obeying Him. This is like the Ayat: 



(They used to sleep but little by night. And in the hours before dawn, they were asking for 
forgiveness) (51:17-18). 



(Their sides forsake their beds...) (32:16). 



(Is one who is obedient to Allah, prostrating himself or standing during the hours of the night, 
fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord...) (39:9). Allah says: 



(And those who say: "Our Lord! Avert from us the torment of Hell. Verily, its torment is ever an 
inseparable punishment.") meaning, ever-present and never ending. Al-Hasan said concerning 
the Ayah, 



(Verily, its torment is ever an inseparable, permanent punishment.) Everything that strikes the 
son of Adam, then disappears, does not constitute an inseparable, permanent punishment. The 
inseparable, permanent punishment is that which lasts as long as heaven and earth. This was 
also the view of Sulayman At-Taymi. 



(Evil indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in.) means, how evil it looks as a place to 
dwell and how evil it is as a place to rest. 



(And those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor stingy...) They are not 
extravagant, spending more than they need, nor are they miserly towards their families, not 
spending enough on their needs. But they follow the best and fairest way. The best of matters 
are those which are moderate, neither one extreme nor the other. 



(but are in a just balance between them.) This is like the Ayah, 



(And let not your hand be tied to your neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach. )(17:29) 



(68. And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has 
forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse -- and whoever does this 
shall receive Athama.) (69. The torment will be doubled for him on the Day of Resurrection, 
and he will abide therein in disgrace;) (70. Except those who repent and believe, and do 
righteous deeds; for those, Allah will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Oft- 



Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (71. And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then 
indeed he has repented to Allah Mat aba.) 

The Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious include 
avoiding Shirk, Murder and Zina 

Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah was asked 
which sin is the most serious" He said: 



« » 

(That you appoint a rival to Allah when He has created you.) He asked, "Then what" He said: 

« » 

(That you kill your child for fear that he may eat with you.) He said, "Then what" He said: 

« » 

(That you commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.) 'Abdullah said, "Then Allah revealed, 
confirming that: 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah....)" This was also recorded by An- 
Nasa'i, and by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. It was narrated that Sa' id bin Jubayr heard Ibn 'Abbas 
saying that some of the people of Shirk killed a great deal and committed Zina a great deal, 
then they came to Muhammad and said: "What you are saying and calling people to is good, if 
only you would tell usthat there is a way to expiate for what we have done." Then the Ayah: 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah...) was revealed, as wasthe Ayah, 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves!") (39:53). 



(and whoever does this shall receive Athama.) It was recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: 
"Athama is a valley in Hell." ' Ikrimah also said that Athama refers to valleys in Hell in which 
those who commit unlawful sexual acts will be punished. This was also narrated from Sa' id bin 



Jubayr and Mujahid. As-Suddi said that Athama referred to punishment, which is closer to the 
apparent meaning of the Ayah. This interpretation makes it interchangeable with what comes 
next, the Ayah: 



(The torment will be doubled for him on the Day of Resurrection,) i.e., repetitive and 
intensified. 



(and he will abide therein in disgrace;) scorned and humiliated. 



(Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds;) means, those who do these 
evil deeds will be punished in the manner described, 



(Except those who repent), that is; those who repent in this world to Allah from all of those 
deeds, for then Allah will accept their repentance. This is evidence that the repentance of the 
murderer is acceptable, and there is no contradiction between this and the Ayah in Surat An- 
Nisa': 



(And whoever kills a believer intentionally) (4:93), because even though this was revealed in 
Al-Madinah, the meaning is general, and it could be interpreted to refer to one who does not 
repent, because this Ayah states that forgiveness is only for those who repent. Moreover Allah 
says: 



(Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him, but He forgives except that 
to whom He wills) (4:48). And in the authentic Sunnah, it is reported from the Messenger of 
Allah that the repentance of a murderer is acceptable, as was stated in the story of the person 
who killed one hundred men and then repented, and Allah accepted his repentance, and other 
Hadiths. 



(for those, Allah will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(I know the last person who will be brought forth from Hell, and the last person who will enter 
Paradise. A man will be brought and it will be said, "Take away his major sins and ask him 
about his minor sins." So it will be said to him: "On such and such a day, you did such and such, 
and on such and such a day, you did such and such." He will say, "Yes, and he will not be able 
to deny anything." Then it will be said to him: "For every evil deed you now have one good 
merit." He will say: "O Lord, I did things that I do not see here.") He (Abu Dharr) said: "And the 
Messenger of Allah smiled so broadly that his molars could be seen." Muslim recorded it. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Abu Jabir heard Makhul say, "A very old man with sunken eyes came and 
said, ' Messenger of Allah, a man betrayed others and did immoral deeds, and there was no 
evil deed which he did not do. If (his sins) were to be distributed among the whole of mankind, 
they would all be doomed. Is there any repentance for him" The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Have you become Muslim) He said, "As for me, I bear witness that there is no God but Allah 
Alone, with no partner or associate, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger." The 
Prophet said: 



» 
« 

(Allah will forgive you for whatever you have done like that, and will replace your evil deeds 
with good merits.) The man said: "O Messenger of Allah, even my betrayals and immoral 
actions" The Prophet said: 

« » 

(Even your betrayals and immoral actions.) "The man went away saying ' La ilaha illallah' and 
" Allahu Akbar.'" Allah tells us how His mercy extends to all His creatrues, and that whoever 
among them repents to Him, He will accept his repentance for any sin, great or small. Allah 
says: 



(And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then indeed he has repented to Allah 
Mataba.) meaning, Allah will accept his repentance. This is like the Ayat: 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful) (4:110). 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants...) (9:104). 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah.") (39:53) - for those who repent to Him. 



(72. And those who do not bear witness to falsehood, and if they pass by some evil play or evil 
talk, they pass by it with dignity.) (73. And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of 
their Lord, fall not deaf and blind thereat.) (74. And those who say: "Our Lord! Bestow on us 
from our wives and our offspring the comfort of our eyes, and make us leaders of those who 
have Taqwa.") 

More Attributes of the Servants of the Most Gracious 

These are further attributes of the servants of the Most Gracious. They do not bear witness to 
falsehood, including lies, immorality, disbelief, foul speech and false words. ' Amr bin Qays 
said, this refers to gatherings of sexual immorality. It was said that the Ayah, 



(And those who do not bear witness to falsehood,) refers to giving false testimony, which 
means lying deliberately to someone else. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Bakrah 
said, "The Messenger of Allah said three times: 

« » 

(Shall I not tell you of the greatest of major sins) We said, "Of course, Messenger of Allah." 
The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Associating others in worship with Allah and disobeying one's parents.) He was lying down, 
then he sat up and added: 

« » 

(Beware false speech, and bearing witness to falsehood.) and he kept repeating it until we 
thought, would that he would stop." From the context it seems that what is meant by those 



who do not bear witness to falsehood is those who do not attend it or are not present when it 
happens. Allah says: 



(and if they pass by some evil play or evil talk, they pass by it with dignity.) They do not attend 
where falsehood occurs, and if it so happens that they pass by it, they do not let it 
contaminate them in the slightest. Allah says: 



(they pass by it with dignity.) 



(And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their Lord, fall not deaf and blind 
thereat.) This is also a characteristic of the believers, 



(Those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His Ayat are recited 
unto them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their Lord.) (8:2) Unlike the 
disbelievers. When they hear the Words of Allah, they are not affected by them or moved to 
change their ways. They persist in their disbelief, wrongdoing, ignorance and misguidance, as 
Allah says: 



(And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of them say: "Which of you has had his faith 
increased by it" As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they rejoice. But as 
for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add doubt to their doubt) (9:124-125). 



(fall not deaf and blind thereat.) means, unlike the disbelievers who, when they hear the Ayat 
of Allah, are not moved by them, but continue as they are, as if they did not hear them but are 
deaf and blind. His saying: 



(And those who say: "Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring the comfort of 
our eyes...") means those who ask Allah to bring forth from their loins offspring who will obey 
Him and worship Him and not associate anything in worship with Him. Ibn " Abbas said, "This 
means (offspring) who will strive to obey Allah and bring them joy in this world and the 
Hereafter." Imam Ahmad recorded that Jubayr bin Nufayr said: "We sat with Al-Miqdad bin Al- 
Aswad one day, and a man passed by and said, "How blessed are these two eyes which saw the 
Messenger of Allah ! Would that we had seen what you saw and witnessed what you witnessed." 
Al-Miqdad got angry, and I was surprised, because the man had not said anything but good. 
Then he turned to him and said, "What makes a man wish to be present when Allah had caused 
him to be absent, and he does not know how he would have behaved if he had been there By 
Allah, there are people who saw the Messenger of Allah , and Allah will throw them on their 
faces in Hell because they did not accept him or believe in him. Are you not grateful that Allah 
brought you forth from your mothers' wombs believing in your Lord and in what your Prophet 
brought, and that the test went to others and not to you Allah sent His Prophet during the most 
difficult time that any Prophet was ever sent, after a long period of ignorance, when the 
people could see no better religion than the worship of idols, and he brought the Criterion 
which distinguishes truth from falsehood and which would separate a father from his son. A 
man would realize that his father, son or brother was a disbeliever, and since Allah had opened 
his heart to Faith, he knew that if his relative died he would go to Hell, so he could not rest 
knowing that his loved one was in the Fire. This is what Allah referred to in the Ayah, 



(And those who say: "Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring the comfort of 
our eyes...") Its chain of narrators is Sahih, although they did not report it. 



(and make us leaders of those who have Taqwa.) Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi, Qatadah and 
Rabr bin Anas said: "Leaders who would be taken as examples in good." Others said: "Guides 
who would call others to goodness." They wanted their worship to be connected to the worship 



of their children and offspring, and their guidance to go beyond themselves and benefit others. 
This would be more rewarding and a better end, as it was recorded in Sahih Muslim from Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When a son of Adam dies, his deeds cease apart from three: a righteous child who will pray for 
him, knowledge from which others may benefit after him, or ongoing charity.) 



(75. Those will be rewarded with the highest place because of their patience. Therein they 
shall be met with greetings and the word of peace and respect.) (76. Abiding therein -- 
excellent it is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.) (77. Say: "My Lord pays attention to you 
only because of your invocation to Him. But now you have indeed denied. So the torment will 
be yours forever.") 



The Reward of the Servants of the Most Gracious, and a Warning to 

the People of Makkah 

After mentioning the beautiful attributes of His believing servants, and their fine words and 
deeds, Allah then says: 



(Those) meaning, the people who are described in this manner, 



(will be rewarded) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(with the highest place), which is Paradise. Abu Ja' far Al-Baqir, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak 
and As-Suddi said, "It was so called because of its elevation." 



(because of their patience.) means, their patience in doing what they did. 



(Therein they shall be met) means, in Paradise. 



(with greetings and the word of peace and respect.) This means that they will be greeted first 
with words of welcome and honor. Peace will be theirs and they will be wished peace. And 
angels shall enter unto them from every gate, saying, "Peace be upon you for that you 
persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!" 



(Abiding therein) means, they will settle there and never leave or move or die, they will never 
exit or wish to move to somewhere else. This is like the Ayah, 



(And those who are blessed, they will be in Paradise, abiding therein for all the time that the 
heavens and the earth endure) (1 1:108). 



(excellent it is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.) Its appearance is beautiful and it is a 
good place in which to rest and to dwell. Then Allah says: 



(Say: "My Lord pays attention to you only because of your invocation to Him...") meaning, He 
would not care to pay attention to you if you did not worship Him, for He only created mankind 
to worship Him Alone and to glorify Him morning and evening. His saying: 



(But now you have indeed denied. ) "Oyou disbelievers." 



(So the torment will be yours forever.) So your denial will remain with you forever, i.e., it will 
lead to your punishment, doom and destruction in this world and the Hereafter. This also refers 
to the day of Badr, as it was interpreted by ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud, Ubayy bin Ka' b, Muhammad 
bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. 



(So the torment will be yours forever.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "The Day of Resurrection." And 
there is no conflict between the two interpretations. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Furqan, all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ash-Shu ara 

(Chapter - 26) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ta Sin Mim.) (2. These are Ayat of the Book Mubin.) (3. It may be that you are going BakhT 
yourself, that they do not become believers.) (4. If We will, We could send down to them from 
the heaven a sign, to which they would bend their necks in humility.) (5. And never comes 
there unto them a Reminder as a recent revelation from the Most Gracious, but they turn away 
therefrom.) (6. So, they have indeed denied, then the news of what they mocked at will come 
to them.) (7. Do they not observe the earth -- how much of every good kind We cause to grow 
therein) (8. Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are not believers.) (9. And verily your 
Lord, He istruly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



The Qur'an and the Disbelievers turning away; 

They could be compelled to believe if Allah so willed At the beginning of the explanation of 
Surat Al-Baqarah we discussed the letters which appear at the beginning of some Surahs. Allah's 
saying: 



(These are the Ayat of the Book Mubin.) means, these are the verses of the Clear Qur'an, i.e. 
the clear and unambiguous Book which distinguishes between truth and falsehood, misguidance 
and guidance. 



(It may be that you are going Bakhr yourself,) means, destroy yourself -- because of your 
keennessthat they should be guided and your grief for them. 



(that they do not become believers.) Here Allah is consoling His Messenger for the lack of faith 
of those among the disbelievers who do not believe in him. This is like the Ayat: 



(So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them) (35:8). 



(Perhaps, you would BakhT yourself, over their footsteps, because they believe not in this 
narration) (18:6). Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Qatadah, 'Atiyyah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan and others said 
that: 



(It may be that you are going BakhT yourself,) means, ' kill yourself.' Then Allah says: 



(If We will, We could send down to them from the heaven a sign, to which they would bend 
their necks in humility.) meaning, " if We so willed, We could send down a sign that would force 
them to believe, but We will not do that because We do not want anyone to believe except by 
choice.' Allah says: 



(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together. 3d, will 
you then compel mankind, until they become believers.) (10:99) 



(And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely, have made mankind one Ummah...) (11:118) 
But Allah's will has acted, His decree has come to pass, and His proof has been conveyed to 
mankind by mission of Messengers and the revelation of Bookstothem. Then Allah says: 



(And never comes there unto them a Reminder as a recent revelation from the Most Gracious, 
but they turn away therefrom.) meaning, every time a Scripture comes from heaven to them, 
most of the people turn away from it. As Allah says: 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) (12:103) 



(Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at him. 
(36:30) 



(Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time there came to a nation their 
Messenger, they denied him...) (23:44). Allah says here: 



(So, they have indeed denied, then the news of what they mocked at will come to them.) 
meaning, they denied the truth that came to them, so they will come to know the news of the 
consequences of this denial after awhile. 



(And those who do wrong will come to know by what overturning they will be overturned) 
(26:227). Then Allah tells those who dared to oppose His Messenger and disbelieve in His Book, 
that He is the Subduer, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, Who created the earth and caused 
every good kind of crop, fruit and animal to grow therein. Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from a 
man from Ash-Sha' bi that people are a product of the earth. So whoever enters Paradise is 
good and noble, and whoever enters Hell is base and vile. 



(Verily, in this is an Ayah,) meaning an evidence of the power of the Creator of all things. He 
spread out the earth and raised the canopy of the heavens, yet despite that the majority of 
people do not believe, rather they deny Him, His Messengers, and His Books, and they go 
against His commands doing the things He had prohibited. His saying: 



(And verily your Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty,) means, the One Who has power over all 
things, to subdue and control them, 



(the Most Merciful. ) means, towards His creation, for He does not hasten to punish the one 
who sins, but He gives him time to repent, and if he does not, then He seizes him with a mighty 
punishment. Abu Al-' Aliyah, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and Ibn Ishaq said: "He is Almighty in 
His punishment of those who went against His commands and worshipped others besides Him." 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "He is Most Merciful towards those who repent to Him and turn to Him." 



(10. And (remember) when your Lord called Musa (saying): "Go to the people who are 
wrongdoers.") (11. "The people of Fira" wn. Will they not have Taqwa") (12. He said: "My Lord! 
Verily, I fear that they will deny me,") (13. "And my breast straitens, and my tongue expresses 
not well. So send for Harun.") (14. "And they have a charge of crime against me, and I fear they 
will kill me. ") (15. (Allah) said: "Nay! Go you both with Our signs. Verily, We shall be with you, 
listening.") (16. "And go both of you to Fira' wn, and say: ' We are the Messengers of the Lord of 
AI-" Alamin,') (17. 'So allow the Children of Israel to go with us."') (18. (Fir' awn) said (to Musa): 
"Did we not bring you up among us as a child And you did dwell many years of your life with 
us.") (19. "And you did your deed, which you did. While you were one of the ingrates.") (20. 
Musa said: "I did it then, when I was in error.") (21. "So, I fled from you when I feared you. But 
my Lord has granted me Hukm, and made me one of the Messengers.") (22. "And this is the past 
favor with which you reproach me, -- that you have enslaved the Children of Israel.") 



Between Musa and Fir awn 

Allah tells us what He commanded His servant, son of * Imran and Messenger Musa, peace be 
upon him, who spoke with Him, to do, when He called him from the right side of the mountain, 
and conversed with him, and chose him, sent him, and commanded him to go to Fif awn and 
his people. Allah says: 



(And when your Lord called Musa: "Go to the people who are wrongdoers. The people of 
Fir' awn. Will they not have Taqwa" He said: "My Lord! Verily, I fear that they will deny me, 
And my breast straitens, and my tongue expresses not well. So send for Harun. And they have a 
charge of crime against me, and I fear they will kill me.") So, Musa asked Allah to remove these 
difficulties for him, as he said in Surah Ta Ha: 



(Musa said: "0 my Lord! Open for me my chest. And ease my task for me.") (20:25-26) until: 



(You are granted your request, Musa!) (20:36) 



(And they have a charge of crime against me, and I fear they will kill me.) because he had 
killed that Egyptian, which wasthe reason that he left the land of Egypt. 



((Allah) said: "Nay!...") Allah told him: do not be afraid of anything like that. This is like the 
Ayah, 



(Allah said: "We will strengthen your arm through your brother, and give you both power) 
meaning, proof; 



(so they shall not be able to harm you, with Our signs, you two as well as those who follow you 
will be the victors) (28:35), 



(Go you both with Our signs. Verily, We shall be with you, listening.) This is like the Ayah, 



(I am with you both, hearing and seeing) (20:46). Meaning, 'I will be with you by My 
protection, care, support and help.' 



(And go both of you to Fif awn, and say: 'We are the Messengers of the Lord of the all that 
exists.') This is like the Ayah, 



(Verily, we are both Messengers of your Lord) (20:47). which means, ' both of us have been sent 
to you,' 



(So allow the Children of Israel to go with us.) Meaning, Met them go, free them from your 
captivity, subjugation and torture, for they are the believing servants of Allah, devoted to Him, 
and with you they are in a position of humiliating torture.' When Musa said that to him, Fif awn 
turned away and ignored him completely, regarding him with scorn and thinking little of him. 
Saying: 



(Did we not bring you up among us as a child) meaning, we brought you up among us, in our 
home and on our bed, we nourished you and did favors for you for many years, and after all 
that you responded to our kindness in this manner: you killed one of our men and denied our 
favors to you.' So he said to him: 



(While you were one of the ingrates.) meaning, one of those who deny favors. This was the 
view of Ibn " Abbas and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, and was the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir. 



((Musa) said: "I did it then...") meaning, at that time, 



(when I was in error.) meaning, " before revelation was sent to me and before Allah made me a 
Prophet and sent me with this Message.' 



(So, I fled from you when I feared you. But my Lord has granted me Hukm, and made me one of 
the Messengers.) means, 'the first situation came to an end and another took its place. Now 
Allah has sent me to you, and if you obey Him, you will be safe, but if you oppose Him, you will 
be destroyed.' Then Musa said: 



(And this is the past favor with which you reproach me, -- that you have enslaved the Children 
of Israel.) meaning, 'whatever favors you did in bringing me up are offset by the evil you did 
by enslaving the Children of Israel and using them to do your hard labor. Is there any 
comparison between your favors to one man among them and the evil you have done to all of 
them What you have mentioned about me is nothing compared to what you have done to them.' 



(23. Fif awn said: "And what is the Lord of Al-' Alarmin") (24. (Musa) said: "The Lord of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, if you seek to be convinced with 
certainty.") (25. (Fif awn) said to those around: "Do you not hear (what he says)") (26. (Musa) 
said: "Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient fathers!") (27. (Fir' awn) said: "Verily, your 
Messenger who has been sent to you is a madman!") (28. (Musa) said: "Lord of the east and the 
west, and all that is between them, if you did but understand!") 



Allah tells us about the disbelief, rebellion, oppression and denial 

of Fir awn, as He says: 



((Fir' awn said:) "And what is the Lord of the " Alamin") This is because he used to say to his 
people: 



(I know not that you have a god other than me.) (28:28) 



(Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him.) (43:54) They used to deny the Creator, may 
He be glorified, and they believed that they had no other lord than Fir' awn. When Musa said to 
them: "I am the Messenger of the Lord of the worlds," Fir" awn said to him, "Who is this who you 
are claiming is the Lord of AI-" Alamin other than me" This is how it was interpreted by the 
scholars of the Salaf and the Imams of later generations. As-Suddi said, "This Ayah is like the 
Ayah, 



((Fir" awn) said: "Who then, Musa, is the Lord of you two" He said: "Our Lord is He Who gave 
to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.") (20:49-50) Those among the 
philosophers and others who claimed that this was a question about the nature or substance of 
Allah are mistaken. Fir" awn did not believe in the Creator in the first place, so he was in no 
position to ask about the nature of the Creator; he denied that the Creator existed at all, as is 
apparent from the meaning, even though proof and evidence had been established against him. 
When Fir" awn asked him about the Lord of AI-" Alamin, Musa said: 



((Musa) said: "The Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them...") 
meaning, the Creator, Sovereign and Controller of all that, their God Who has no partner or 
associate. He is the One Who has created all things. He knows the higher realms and the 
heavenly bodies that are in them, both those that are stationary and those that move and shine 
brightly. He knows the lower realms and what is in them; the oceans, continents, mountains, 
trees, animals, plants and fruits. He knows what is in between the two realms; the winds, 
birds, and whatever is in the air. All of them are servants to Him, submitting and humbling 
themselves before Him. 



(if you seek to be convinced with certainty. ) means, if you have believing hearts and clear 
insight. At this, Fir" awn turned to the chiefs and leaders of his state around him, and said to 
them -- mockingly expressing his disbelief in Musa: 



("Do you not hear") meaning, ' are you not amazed by what this man is claiming -- that you have 
another god other than me 1 Musa said to them: 



(Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient fathers!) meaning, the One Who created you and your 
forefathers, those who came before Fir' awn and his time. 



(He said) that is, Fir' awn said: 



(Verily, your Messenger who has been sent to you is a madman!) meaning, there is no sense in 
his claim that there is any god other than me!' 



((Musa) said) -- to those in whose hearts Fir' awn had planted doubts: 



(Lord of the east and the west, and all that is between them, if you did but understand!) ' He is 
the One Who made the east the place where the heavenly bodies rise, and made the west the 
place where they set; this is the system to which He has subjugated all the heavenly bodies, 
stationary and moving. If what Fir' awn claims is true, that he is your lord and your god, then 
let him turn things around so that the heavenly bodies set in the east and rise in the west.' This 
is similar to the Ayah, 



(who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord, because Allah had given him the kingdom When 
Ibrahim said: "My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death." He said, "I give life and cause 
death." Ibrahim said, "Verily, Allah brings the sun from the east. So cause it to rise from the 
west.") (2:258) So when Fir' awn was defeated in debate, he resorted to the use of his force 
and power, believing that this would be effective in dealing with Musa, peace be upon him, so 
he said, as Allah tells us: 



(29. He said: "If you choose a god other than me, I will certainly put you among the prisoners.") 
(30. He said: "Even if I bring you something manifest") (31. He said: "Bring it forth then, if you 
are of the truthful!") (32. 3d he threw his stick, and behold, it was a serpent, manifest.) (33. 
And he drew out his hand, and behold, it was white to all beholders!) (34. He said to the chiefs 
around him: "Verily, this is indeed a well-versed sorcerer.") (35. "He wants to drive you out of 
your land by his sorcery: what is it then that you command") (36. They said: "Put him off and 
his brother (for a while), and send callers to the cities;") (37. "To bring up to you every well- 
versed sorcerer.") 



After the Rational Proof, Fir awn resorts to Force 

When proof had been established against Fir' awn, clearly and rationally, he resorted to using 
force against Musa, thinking that after this there would no further room for discussion. So he 
said: 



(If you choose a god other than me, I will certainly put you among the prisoners.) To this, Musa 
responded: 



(Even if I bring you something manifest) meaning, clear and definitive proof. 



(Fir" awn said: "Bring it forth then, if you are of the truthful!" 3d he threw his stick, and behold, 
it was a serpent, manifest.) meanig, it was very clear and obvious, with a huge body and a big 
mouth, terrifying in appearance. 



(And he drew out his hand,) meaning, from his sleeve, 



(and behold, it was white to all beholders!) It was shining like a piece of the moon. Snce 
Fir" awn was already doomed, he hastened to stubborn denial, and said to the chiefs around 
him: 



(Verily, this is indeed a well-versed sorcerer.) One who knows a great deal of magic or 
witchcraft. Fir" awn was trying to convince them that this was sorcery, not a miracle. Then he 
provoked them against Musa, trying to make them oppose him and disbelieve in him, and said: 



(He wants to drive you out of your land by his sorcery...) meaning, * he wants to capture the 
people's hearts and win them over by doing this, so that they will support him, and help him 
and follow him, and he will defeat you in your own land and take the land from you. 3d advise 
me, what should I do with him' 



(They said: "Put him off and his brother, and send callers to the cities; to bring up to you every 
well-versed sorcerer.") meaning, "delay him and his brother until you gather together all the 
sorcerers from every city and region of your kingdom so that they may confront him and 
produce something like he produces, then you will defeat him and have the victory.' So Fir" awn 
did as they suggested, which is what Allah decreed would happen to them, so that all the 



people would gather in one place and the signs and proof of Allah would be made manifest 
before them all in one day. 



(38. So, the sorcerers were assembled at a fixed time on a day appointed.) (39. And it was said 
to the people: "Are you (too) going to assemble") (40. "That we may follow the sorcerers if they 
are the winners.") (41. So, when the sorcerers arrived, they said to Fif awn: "Will there surely 
be a reward for us if we are the winners") (42. He said: "Yes, and you shall then verily be of 
those brought near (to myself).") (43. Musa said to them: "Throw what you are going to throw!") 
(44. So, they threw their ropes and their sticks, and said: "By the might of Fir' awn, it is we 
who will certainly win!") (45. Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it swallowed up all that 
they falsely showed!) (46. And the sorcerers fell down prostrate.) (47. Saying: "We believe in 
the Lord of AI-* Alamin.") (48. "The Lord of Musa and Harun.") 



Between Musa, peace be upon him, and the Sorcerers Allah 
describes the actual encounter between Musa, peace be upon him, 
and the Egyptians in Surat Al-A raf, Surah Ta Ha, and in this Surah. 

The Egyptians wanted to extinguish the Light of Allah with their words, but Allah insisted that 
His Light should prevail even though the disbelievers disliked that. This is the issue of disbelief 
and faith; they never confront one another but faith always prevails: 



(Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys it, and behold, it disappears. And 
woe to you for that which you ascribe.) (21 : 18) 



(And say: "Truth has come and falsehood has vanished.") (17:81) The sorcerers of Egypt were 
the most skilled in the art of illusion, but when a huge group of them gathered from all corners 
of the land, and the people came together on that day whose exact numbers are known to 
Allah Alone, one of them said: 



(That we may follow the sorcerers if they are the winners.) They did not say: 'we will follow 
the truth, whether it rests with the sorcerers or with Musa;' the people were followers of the 
religion of their king. 



(So, when the sorcerers arrived,) means, when they reached the court of Fir' awn, and a 
pavilion had been erected for him. There he gathered his servants, followers, administrators, 
and provincial leaders, and the soldiers of his kingdom. The sorcerers stood before Fir' awn, 
asking him to treat them well and bring them closer to him if they prevailed in this matter 
which he had brought them together for. They said: 



("Will there surely be a reward for us if we are the winners" He said: "Yes, and you shall then 
verily be of those brought near.") meaning, 'and you will be given more than what you are 
asking for; I will make you among those who are close to me, those who sit with me.' So they 
went back to their places: 



(They said: "O Musa! Either you throw first or we be the first to throw" (Musa) said: "Nay, throw 
you (first)!") (20:65-66). Here the incident is described more briefly. Musa said to them: 



("Throw what you are going to throw!" So, they threw their ropes and their sticks, and said: "By 
the might of Fir' awn, it is we who will certainly win!") This is what the ignorant masses say 
when they do something: 'this is by the virtue of So-and-so!' In Surat Al-A' raf Allah mentioned 
that they: 



(They bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck terror into them, and they displayed a 
great magic) (7:116). And in Surah Ta Ha He said: 



(Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as though they 
moved fast.) until Allah saying: 



(and the magician will never be successful, whatever the amount (of skill) he may attain) 
(20:69). And here Allah says: 



(Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it swallowed up all that they falsely showed!) by 
snatching up and catching them from every corner and swallowing them up, and it did not 
leave any of them untouched. Allah says: 



(Thustruth was confirmed, and all that they did was made of no effect.) until 



(The Lord of Musa and Harun.) (7:118-122) This was a very serious matter, furnishing decisive 
proof leaving no room for any excuse. Fir' awn's supporters, who sought and hoped that they 
would prevail over Musa, were themselves defeated. At that moment they believed in Musa and 
prostrated to Allah, the Lord of Al-' Alamin Who sent Musa and Harun with the truth and an 
obvious miracle. Fif awn was defeated in a manner the likes of which the world had never 
seen, but he remained arrogant and stubborn despite the clear evidence, may the curse of 
Allah and the angels and all of mankind be upon him. He resorted to arrogance and 
stubbornness and propagating falsehood. He began to issue threats against them, saying: 



(Verily, he is your chief who has taught you magic) (20:71). 



(Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city) (7:123). 



(49. He said: "You have believed in him before I give you leave. Surely, he indeed is your chief, 
who has taught you magic! So verily, you shall come to know. Verily, I will cut off your hands 
and your feet on opposite sides, and I will crucify you all.") (50. They said: "No harm! Surely, to 
our Lord we are to return.") (51. "Verily, we really hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins, 
as we are the first of the believers.") 



Between Fir' awn and the Sorcerers 



His threats against them resulted only in an increase in their faith and submission to Allah, for 
the veil of disbelief had been lifted from their hearts and the truth became clear to them 
because they knew something that their people did not: that what Musa had done could not 
have been done by any human being unless Allah helped him, making it proof and an evidence 
of the truth of what he had brought from his Lord. Then Fir' awn said to them: 



(You have believed in him before I give you leave.) meaning, 'you should have asked my 
permission for what you did, and you did not consult with me; if I had given you permission you 
could have done it, and if I did not allow you, you should not have done it, for I am the ruler 
and the one to be obeyed.' 



(Surely, he indeed is your chief, who has taught you magic!) This is stubborn talk, and anyone 
can see that it is nonsense, for they had never met Musa before that day, so how could he have 
been their chief who taught them how to do magic No rational person would say this. Then 
Fir' awn threatened to cut off their hands and feet, and crucify them. They said: 



(No harm!) meaning, ' no problem, that will not harm us and we do not care.' 



(Surely, to our Lord we are to return.) means, 'the return of us all is to Allah, may He be 
glorified, and He will never allow the reward of anyone who has done good to be lost. What 
you have done to us is not hidden from Him, and He will reward us in full for that.' So they 
said: 



(Verily, we really hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins,) 'the sins we have committed and 
the magic you forced us to do.' 



(as we are the first of the believers,) means, because we are the first of our people, the 
Egyptians, to believe. So he killed them all. 



(52. And We revealed to Musa, saying: "Depart by night with My servants, verily, you will be 
pursued.") (53. Then Fif awn sent callers to (all) the cities.) (54. (Saying): "Verily, these indeed 
are but a small band.") (55. "And verily, they have done what has enraged us.") (56. "But we are 
a host all assembled, amply forewarned.") (57. So, We expelled them from gardens and 
springs,) (58. Treasures, and every kind of honorable place.) (59. Thus and We caused the 
Children of Israel to inherit them.) 



The Exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt 

After Musa stayed in Egypt for a long time, and the proof of Allah was established against 
Fir' awn and his chiefs, yet they were still arrogant and stubborn, then there was nothing left 
for them but punishment and vengeance. So Allah commanded Musa, peace be upon him, to 
take the Children of Israel out of Egypt by night, and take them wherever he would be 
commanded. So Musa, peace be upon him, did as he was commanded by his Lord, may He be 
glorified, and he led them forth after they had borrowed an abundance of jewelry from the 
people of Fir' awn. As more than one of the scholars of Tafsir have said, they left when the 
moon was rising, and Mujahid, may Allah have mercy on him, said that the moon was eclipsed 
that night. And Allah knows best. Musa asked about the grave of Yusuf (Prophet Joseph), peace 
be upon him, and an old woman from among the Children of Israel showed him where it was, so 
he took the remains with them, and it was said that they were among the things that were 
carried by Musa himself, may peace be upon them both. It was also said that Yusuf, peace be 
upon him, had left instructions in his will that if the Children of Israel ever left Egypt, they 
should take his remains with them. The following morning, when there was nobody to be found 
in the Israelite quarters, Fif awn became angry and his anger intensified since Allah had 
decreed that he was to be destroyed. So he quickly sent his callers to all his cities, i.e., to 
mobilize histroops and bring them together, and he called out to them: 



(Verily, these) meaning, the Children of Israel, 



(indeed are but a small band. ) meaning, a small group. 



(And verily, they have done what has enraged us.) means, x every time we have heard anything 
about them, it has upset us and made us angry.' 



(But we are a host all assembled, amply forewarned.) means, 'we are constantly taking 
precautions lest they betray us.' Some of the Salaf read this with the meaning, "we are 
constantly forewarned and forearmed. And I want to destroy them to the last man, and destroy 
all their lands and property." 3d he and his troops were punished with the very things he sought 
to inflict upon the Children of Israel. Allah says: 



(So, We expelled them from gardens and springs, treasures, and every kind of honorable 
place.) meaning, they were thrown out of those blessings and into Hell, and they left behind 
the honorable places, gardens and rivers, wealth, provision, position and power in this world: 



(Thus and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And We made the people who were considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land 
and the western partsthereof which We have blessed) (7: 137). 



(And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak in the land, and to make them rulers 
and to make them the inheritors) The two Ayat thereafter: 28:5-6 . 



(60. So, they pursued them at sunrise.) (61. And when the two hosts saw each other, the 
companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be overtaken.") (62. (Musa) said: "Nay, verily with me 
is my Lord. He will guide me.") (63. Then We revealed to Musa (saying): "Strike the sea with 
your stick." And it parted, and each separate part became like huge mountain.) (64. Then We 
brought near the others to that place.) (65. And We saved Musa and all those with him.) (66. 
Then We drowned the others.) (67. Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers.) (68. And verily your Lord, He istruly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



Fir awn's Pursuit and Expulsion of the Children of Israel, and how 
He and His People were drowned 

More than one of the scholars of Tafsir said that Fir' awn set out with a huge group, a group 
containing the leaders and entire government of Egypt at that time, i.e., the decision-makers 
and influential figures, princes, ministers, nobles, leaders and soldiers. 



(So, they pursued them at sunrise.) means, they caught up with the Children of Israel at 
sunrise. 



(And when the two hosts saw each other,) means, each group saw the other. At that point, 



(the companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be overtaken.") This was because Fir' awn and 
his people caught up with them on the shores of the Red Sea, so the sea was ahead of them 
and Fir" awn and his troops were behind them. Hence they said: 



("We are sure to be overtaken." (Musa) said: "Nay, verily with me is my Lord. He will guide 
me.") meaning, "nothing of what you fear will happen to you, for Allah is the One Who 
commanded me to bring you here, and He does not go back on His promise.' Harun, peace be 
upon him, was in the front, with Yusha" bin Nun and a believer from the family of Fir" awn, and 
Musa, peace be upon him, was in the rear. More than one of the scholars of Tafsir said that 
they stood there not knowing what to do, and Yusha" bin Nun or the believer from the family 
of Fir" awn said to Musa, peace be upon him, "0 Prophet of Allah, is it here that your Lord 
commanded you to bring us" He said: "Yes." Then Fir" awn and his troops drew near and were 
very close indeed. At that point Allah commanded his Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, to 
strike the sea with his staff, so he struck it, and it parted, by the will of Allah. Allah says: 



(And it parted, and each separate part became like huge mountain.) meaning, like mighty 
mountains. This was the view of Ibn Mas" ud, Ibn "Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka" b, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah and others. " Ata' Al-Khurasani said, "It refers to a pass between two mountains." Ibn 
"Abbas said, "The sea divided into twelve paths, one for each of the tribes." As-Suddi added, 
"And in it there were windows through which they could see one another, and the water was 
erected like walls." Allah sent the wind to the sea bed to make it solid like the land. Allah says: 



(and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken nor being afraid) 
(20:77). And here He says: 



(Then We brought near the others to that place.) Ibn "Abbas, "Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah and 
As-Suddi said: 



(Then We brought near) means, "We brought Fir' awn and histroops near to the sea. 



(And We saved Musa and all those with him. Then We drowned the others.) meaning: ' We 
saved Musa and the Children of Israel and whoever followed their religion, and none of them 
were destroyed, but Fir' awn and histroops were drowned and not one of them remained alive, 
but was destroyed.' Then Allah says: 



(Verily, in this is indeed a sign,) meaning, this story with its wonders and tales of aid to the 
believing servants of Allah is definitive proof and evidence of Allah's wisdom. 



(yet most of them are not believers. And verily your Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty, the Most 
Merciful. ) The explanation of this phrase has already been discussed above. 



(69. And recite to them the story of Ibrahim.) (70. When he said to his father and his people: 
"What do you worship") (71. They said: "We worship idols, and to them we are ever devoted.") 
(72. He said: "Do they hear you when you call") (73. "Or do they benefit you or do they cause 



harm") (74. They said: "(Nay) but we found our fathers doing so.") (75. He said: "Do you observe 
that which you have been worshipping --") (76. "You and your ancient fathers") (77. "Verily, 
they are enemiesto me, save the Lord of Al-' Alamin,") 

How the Close Friend of Allah, Ibrahim spoke out against Shirk 

Here Allah tells us about His servant, Messenger and Close Friend, Ibrahim, upon him be peace, 
the leader of the pure monotheists. Allah commanded His Messenger Muhammad to recite this 
story to his Ummah so that they could follow this example of sincerity towards Allah, putting 
one's trust in Him, worshipping Him Alone with no partner or associate, and renouncing Shirk 
and its people. Allah granted guidance to Ibrahim before, i.e., from a very early age he had 
denounced his people's practice of worshipping idols with Allah, may He be exalted. 



(When he said to his father and his people: "What do you worship") meaning: what are these 
statues to which you are so devoted 



(They said: "We worship idols, and to them we are ever devoted.") meaning: we are devoted to 
worshipping them and praying to them. 



(He said: "Do they hear you when you call Or do they benefit you or do they cause harm" They 
said: "(Nay) but we found our fathers doing so.") They knew that their idols could not do 
anything, but they had seen their fathers doing this, so they made haste to follow in their 
footsteps. So Ibrahim said to them: 



(Do you observe that which you have been worshipping --you and your ancient fathers Verily, 
they are enemiesto me, save the Lord of AI-* Alamin.) meaning, " if these idols mean anything 
and have any influence, then let them do me any kind of harm, for I am an enemy to them and 
I do not care about them or think anything of them.' This is akin to the way Allah described 
Nuh: 



(So devise your plot, you and your partners) (10:71). And Hud, upon him be peace, said: 



("I call Allah to witness and bear you witness that I am free from that which you ascribe as 
partners in worship. 3d plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I put my trust in 
Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its 
forelock. Verily, my Lord is on the straight path) (11:54-56). rSmilarly, Ibrahim denounced 
their gods and idols and said: 



(And how should I fear those whom you associate in worship with Allah, while you fear not that 
you have joined in worship with Allah) (6:81). And Allah said: 



(Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim) until His saying; 



(until you believe in Allah Alone) (60:4). 



(And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father and his people: "Verily, I am innocent of what 
you worship, except Him Who created me; and verily, He will guide me." And he made it a 
Word lasting among his offspring, that they may turn back) (43:26-28). meaning: "La llaha 
Wallah." 



(78. Who has created me, and it is He Who guides me.) (79. And it is He Who feeds me and 
gives me to drink.) (80. And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me.) (81. And Who will cause me 
to die, and then will bring me to life. ) (82. And Who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on the 
Day of Recompense.) 



Ibrahim mentions Allah's Kindness towards Him 

Ibrahim said, "I will not worship any but the One Who doesthese things: 



(Who has created me, and it is He Who guides me.) He is the Creator Who has decreed certain 
things to which He guides His creation, so each person follows the path which is decreed for 
him. Allah isthe One Who guides whomsoever He wills and leaves astray whomsoever He wills. 



(And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink.) He is my Creator Who provides for me from 
that which He has made available in the heavens and on earth. He drives the clouds and causes 
water to fall with which He revives the earth and brings forth its fruits as provision for 
mankind. He sends down the water fresh and sweet so that many of those whom He has 
created, animals and men alike, may drink from it. 



(And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me.) Here he attributed sickness to himself, even though 
it is Allah Who decrees it, out of respect towards Allah. By the same token, Allah commands us 
to say in the prayer, 



(Guide us to the straight way) (1:6) to the end of the Surah. Grace and guidance are attributed 
to Allah, may He be exalted, but the subject of the verb with reference to anger is omitted, 
and going astray is attributed to the people. This is like when the Jinn said: 



(And we know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or whether their Lord intends 
for them a right path) (72:10) Similarly, Ibrahim said: 



(And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me.) meaning, " when I fall sick, no one is able to heal 
me but Him, Who heals me with the means that may lead to recovery'. 



(And Who will cause me to die, and then will bring me to life.) He is the One Who gives life and 
causes death, and no one besides Him is able to do that, for He is the One Who originates and 
repeats. 



(And Who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on the Day of Recompense.) means, no one is able 
to forgive sins in this world or the Hereafter except Him. Who can forgive sins except Allah For 
He isthe One Who does what ever He wills. 



(83. My Lord! Bestow Hukm on me, and join me with the righteous.) (84. And grant me an 
honorable mention in later generations.) (85. And make me one of the inheritors of the 
Paradise of Delight.) (86. And forgive my father, verily, he is of the erring.) (87. And disgrace 
me not on the Day when they will be resurrected.) (88. The Day whereon neither wealth nor 
sons will avail,) (89. Except him who bringsto Allah a clean heart.) 

The Prayer of Ibrahim for Himself and for His Father 

Here Ibrahim, upon him be peace, asks his Lord to give him Hukm. Ibn 'Abbas said, "This is 
knowledge." 



(and join me with the righteous.) means, ' make me one of the righteous in this world and the 
Hereafter.' This is like the words the Prophet said three times when he was dying: 

« » 

(0 Allah, with the Exalted Companion (of Paradise)). 



(And grant me an honorable mention in later generations.) meaning, 'cause me to be 
remembered in a good manner after my death, so that I will be spoken of and taken as a good 
example.' This is like the Ayah, 



(And We left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later generations: "Salam (peace) be 
upon Ibrahim. Thus indeed do we reward the good doers.) (37:108-110) 



(And make me one of the inheritors of the Paradise of Delight.) meaning, 'bless me in this 
world with honorable mention after I am gone, and in the Hereafter by making me one of the 
inheritors of the Paradise of Delight.' 



(And forgive my father,) This is like the Ayah, 



(My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents) (71:28). But this is something which Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, later stopped doing, as Allah says: 



(And Ibrahim's supplication for his father's forgiveness was only because of a promise he had 
made to him) (9:114) until: 



(Verily, Ibrahim was Awwah and was forbearing) (9:114). Allah stopped Ibrahim from asking for 
forgiveness for his fat her, as He says: 



(Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him), until His 
saying: 



(but I have no power to do anything for you before Allah. ) (60:4), 



(And disgrace me not on the Day when they will be resurrected.) means, 'protect me from 
shame on the Day of Resurrection and the Day when all creatures, the first and the last, will be 
raised.' Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Prophet said: 



» 
« 

(Ibrahim will see his father on the Day of Resurrection, covered with dust and darkness.) 
According to another narration, also from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, the 
Prophet said: 

: » 



« 



(Ibrahim will meet his father and will say: "0 Lord, You promised me that You would not 
disgrace me on the Day when all creatures are resurrected." And Allah will say to him: "I have 
forbidden Paradise to the disbelievers.") He also recorded this in the Hadiths about the 
Prophets, upon them be peace, where the wording is: 



» 



« 

(Ibrahim will meet his father Azar on the Day of Resurrection, and there will be dust and 
darkness on Azar'sface. Ibrahim will say to him, "Did I not tell you not to disobey me" His father 



will say to him: "Today I will not disobey you." Ibrahim will say: "0 Lord, You promised me that 
You would not disgrace me on the Day when they are resurrected, but what disgrace can be 
greater than seeing my father in this state" Allah will say to him: "I have forbidden Paradise to 
the disbelievers." Then it will be said: "0 Ibrahim! Look beneath your feet." 3d he will look and 
there he will see (that his father was changed into) a male hyena covered in dung, which will 
be caught by the legs and thrown in the Fire.) This was also recorded by Abu ' Abdur-Rahman 
An-Nasa'i in the Tafsir of his Sunan Al-Kubra. 



(The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail,) means, a man's wealth will not protect 
him from the punishment of Allah, even if he were to pay a ransom equivalent to an earthful of 
gold. 



(nor sons) means, 'or if you were to pay a ransom of all the people on earth.' On that Day 
nothing will be of any avail except faith in Allah and sincere devotion to Him, and renunciation 
of Shirk and its people. Allah says: 



(Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart. ) meaning, free from any impurity or Shirk. Ibn 
Srin said, "The clean heart knows that Allah is true, that the Hour will undoubtedly come and 
that Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves." Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said, "The clean 
heart is the sound heart." This is the heart of the believer, for the heart of the disbeliever and 
the hypocrite is sick. Allah says: 



(In their hearts is a disease) (2:10). Abu ' Uthman An-Nisaburi said, "It is the heart that is free 
from innovation and is content with the Sunnah." 



(90. And Paradise will be brought near to those who had Taqwa.) (91. And the (Hell) Fire will 
be placed in full view of the astray.) (92. And it will be said to them: "Where are those that you 
used to worship.") (93. "Instead of Allah Can they help you or help themselves") (94. Then they 
will be thrown on their faces into it (the Fire), they and the astray.) (95. And all of the hosts of 
Iblis together.) (96. They will say while contending therein,) (97. "By Allah, we were truly in a 
manifest error,) (98. "When we held you as equals with the Lord of all that exists;") (99. "And 
none has brought us into error except the criminals.") (100. "Now we have no intercessors,") 
(101. "Nor a close friend.") (102. "(Alas!) If we only had a chance to return, we shall truly be 
among the believers!") (103. Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers.) (104. And verily your Lord, He istruly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



Those Who have Taqwa and the Astray on the Day of Resurrection, 
and the Arguments and Sorrow of the Erring 



(And Paradise will be brought near) means, it will be brought close to its people, adorned and 
decorated for them to behold it. Its people are the pious who preferred it to whatever was in 
thisworld, and strove for it in thisworld. 



(And the (Hell) Fire will be placed in full view of the astray.) meaning, it will be shown to them 
and a neck will stretch forth from it, moaning and sighing, and their hearts will reach their 
throats. It will be said to its people by way of reproach and rebuke: 



(Where are those that you used to worship instead of Allah Can they help you or help 
themselves) meaning, Mhe gods and idols whom you used to worship instead of Allah cannot 
help you today, and they cannot even protect themselves. You and they are fuel for Hell today, 
which you will surely enter.' 



(Then they will be thrown on their faces into it (the Fire), they and the astray.) Mujahid said, 
"This means, they will be hurled into it." Others said: "They will be thrown on top of one 
another, the disbelievers and their leaders who called them to Shirk. " 



(And all of the hosts of Ibl is together.) they will all be thrown into it. 



(They will say while contending therein, "By Allah, we were truly in a manifest error, when we 
held you as equals with the Lord of all that exists.") The weak ones among them will say to 
their arrogant leaders: ' Verily, we were following you; can you avail us anything from the Fire' 
Then they will realize that themselves are to blame and will say: a 



(By Allah, we were truly in a manifest error, when we held you as equals with the Lord of all 
that exists.) meaning, 'we obeyed your commands as we should have obeyed the commands of 
the Lord of the all that exits, and we worshipped you along with the Lord of all that exits.' 



(And none has brought us into error except the criminals.) meaning, ' nobody called us to do 
that except the evildoers.' 



(Now we have no intercessors.) This is like the Ayah which tells us that they will say: 



(...now are there any intercessors for us that they might intercede on our behalf Or could we 
be sent back so that we might do deeds other than those deeds which we used to do) (7:53). 
Similarly, in this Surah, Allah tells usthat they will say: 



(Now we have no intercessors, nor a close friend. 



((Alas!) If we only had a chance to return, we shall truly be among the believers!) They will 
wish that they could come back to this world so that they could do deeds of obedience to their 
Lord -- as they claim -- but Allah knows that if they were to come back to this world, they 
would only go back to doing forbidden things, and He knows that they are liars. Allah tells us in 
Surah Sad about how the people of Hell will argue with one another, as He says: 



(Verily, that is the very truth -- the mutual dispute of the people of the Fire!) (38:64) Then He 
says: 



(Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers.) meaning, in the dispute of 
Ibrahim with his people and his proof of Tawhid there is a sign, i.e., clear evidence that there 
is no God but Allah. 



(yet most of them are not believers. And verily, your Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty, the Most 
Merciful.) 



(105. The people of Nuh denied the Messengers.) (106. When their brother Nuh said to them: 
"Will you not have Taqwa") (107. "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.") (108. "So have Taqwa 
of Allah, and obey me.") (109. "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only from the 
Lord of all that exists.") (110. "So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.") 



Nuh's preaching to His People, and Their Response 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Nuh, peace be upon him, who was the first 
Messenger sent by Allah to the people of earth after they started to worship idols. Allah sent 
him to forbid that and to warn people of the consequences of idol worship. But his people 
belied him and continued their evil practice of worshipping idols besides Allah. Allah revealed 
that their disbelieving in him was akin to disbelieving in all the Messengers, So Allah said: 



(The people of Nuh belied the Messengers. When their brother Nuh said to them: "Will you not 
have Taqwa") meaning, ' do you not fear Allah when you worship others instead of Him' 



(I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.) means, " I am the Messenger of Allah to you, faithfully 
fulfilling the mission with which Allah has sent me. I convey the Messages of my Lord to you, 
and I do not add anything to them or take anything away from them., 



(So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me. No reward do I ask of you for it;) means, " I do not want 
any payment for the advice I give you; I will save my reward for it with Allah. ' 



(So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.) ' It is clear to you that I am telling the truth and that I 
am faithfully fulfilling the mission with which Allah has entrusted me.' 



(111. They said: "Shall we believe in you, when the inferior follow you") (112. He said: "And 
what knowledge have I of what they used to do") (113. "Their account is only with my Lord, if 
you could (but) know.") (114. "And I am not going to drive away the believers.") (115. "I am only 
a plain warner.") 



The Demand of the People of Nuh and His Response 

They said: "We do not believe in you, and we will not follow you and become equal to the 
meanest of the people, who follow you and believe in you, and they are the lowest among us." 



(They said: "Shall we believe in you, when the inferior follow you" He said: "And what 
knowledge have I of what they used to do") meaning, 'what does it have to do with me if they 
follow me No matter what they used to do before, I do not have to check on them and examine 
their background; all I have to do is accept it if they believe in me; whatever is in their hearts 
is for Allah to know.' 



(Their account is only with my Lord, if you could (but) know. And I am not going to drive away 
the believers.) It seems that they asked him to drive these people away, then they would 
follow him, but he refused to do that, and said: 



(And I am not going to drive away the believers. I am only a plain warner.) meaning, ' I have 
been sent as a warner, and whoever obeys me and follows me and believes in me, then he 
belongs to me and I to him, whether he is noble or common, upper-class or lower-class.' 



(116. They said: "If you cease not, Nuh you will surely be among those stoned.") (117. He 
said: "My Lord! Verily, my people have denied me.") (118. "Therefore judge You between me 
and them, and save me and those of the believers who are with me.") (119. And We saved him 
and those with him in the laden ship.) (120. Then We drowned the rest thereafter.) (121. 
Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers.) (122. And verily your Lord, 
He is indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



His People's Threat, Nuh's Prayer against Them, and Their 

Destruction 

Nuh stayed among his people for a long time, calling them to Allah night and day, in secret and 
openly. The more he repeated his call to them, the more determined were they to cling to 
their extreme disbelief and resist his call. In the end, they said: 



(If you cease not, Nuh you will surely be among those stoned.) meaning, ' if you do not stop 
calling usto your religion,' 



(you will surely be among those stoned.) meaning, ' we will stone you.' At that point, he prayed 
against them, and Allah responded to his prayer. Nuh said: 



(My Lord! Verily, my people have denied me. Therefore judge You between me and them.) This 
is like the Ayah: 



(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!")(54:10) And Allah 
says here: 



(And We saved him and those with him in the laden ship. Then We drowned the rest 
thereafter.) The "laden ship" is one that is filled with cargo and the couples, one pair from 
every species, that were carried in it. This Ayah means: 'We saved Nuh and all of those who 
followed him, and We drowned those who disbelieved in him and went against his commands, 
all of them.' 



(Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers. And verily your Lord, He is 
indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



(123. 'Ad denied the Messengers.) (124. When their brother Hud said to them: "Will you not 
have Taqwa") (125. "Verily, I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.") (126. "So, have Taqwa of 
Allah, and obey me.") (127. "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only from the Lord 
of all that exists.") (128. "Do you build on every IT an Ayah for your amusement") (129. "And do 
you get for yourselves MasanT as if you will live therein forever") (130. "And when you seize 
(somebody), seize you (him) as tyrants") (131. "So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.") (132. 
"And have Taqwa of Him, fear Him Who has aided you with all (good things) that you know.") 
(133. "He has aided you with cattle and children.") (134. "And gardens and springs.") (135. 
"Verily, I fear for you the torment of a Great Day.") 



Hud's preaching to His People ' Ad 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Hud, when he called his people 'Ad. His 
people used to live in the Ahqaf, curved sand-hills near Hadramawt, on the borders of Yemen. 
They lived after the time of Nuh, as Allah says in Surat Al-A' raf: 



(And remember that He made you successors after the people of Nuh and increased you amply 
in stature) (7:69). This refers to the fact that they were physically strong and well-built, and 
very violent, and very tall; they had also been given a great deal of provisions, wealth, 
gardens, rivers, sons, crops and fruits. Yet despite all of that, they worshipped others besides 
Allah. So Allah sent Hud, one of their own, as a Messenger bringing them good news and 
delivering warnings. He called them to worship Allah alone, and he warned them of Allah's 
wrath and punishment if they were to go against him and treating him harshly. He said to 
them, as Nuh had said to his people: 



(Do you build on every IT an Ayah for your amusement) The scholars of Tafsir differed over 
the meaning of the word IT . In brief, they said that it refers to an elevated location at a well- 
known crossroads, where they would build a huge, dazzling, sturdy structure, this is why he 
said: 



(Do you build on every IT an Ayah) i.e., a well-known landmark, 



(for your amusement) meaning, 'you are only doing that for the purpose of frivolity, not 
because you need it, but for fun and to show off your strength.' So their Prophet, peace be 
upon him, denounced them for doing that, because it was a waste of time and exhausted 
people's bodies for no purpose, and kept them busy with something that was of no benefit in 
thisworld or the next. He said: 



(And do you get for yourselves MasanT as if you will live therein forever) Mujahid said, "This 
means fortresses built up strong and high and structures that are built to last." 



(as if you will live therein forever) means, " so that you may stay there forever, but that is not 
going to happen, because they will eventually cease to be, just as happened in the case of 
those who came before you.' 



(And when you seize (somebody), seize you (him) as tyrants) They are described as being 
strong, violent and tyrannical. 



(So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.) 'Worship your Lord and obey your Messenger.' Then 
Hud began reminding them of the blessings that Allah had bestowed upon them. He said: 



(And have Taqwa of Him, Who has aided you with all that you know. He has aided you with 
cattle and children, and gardens and springs. Verily, I fear for you the torment of a Great Day.) 



meaning, ' if you disbelieve and oppose (your Prophet).' 3d he called them to Allah with words 
of encouragement and words of warning, but it was to no avail. 



(136. They said: "It isthe same to us whether you preach or be not of those who preach.") (137. 
"This is no other than Khuluq of the ancients,") (138. "And we are not going to be punished.") 
(139. 3d they denied him, and We destroyed them. Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers.) (140. And verily your Lord, He is indeed the Almighty, the Most 
Merciful.) 

The Response of the People of Hud, and Their Punishment 

Allah tells us how the people of Hud responded to him after he had warned them, encouraged 
them, and clearly explained the truth to them. 



(They said: "It isthe same to us whether you preach or be not of those who preach.") meaning, 
* we will not give up our ways.' 



(And we shall not leave our gods for your (mere) saying! And we are not believers in you) 
(11:53). This is how it was, as Allah says: 



(Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to them whether you warn them or do not warn 
them, they will not believe) (2:6). 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe) (10:96- 
97). And they said: 



(This is no other than Khuluq of the ancients.) Some scholars read this: "Khalq". According to 
Ibn Mas' ud and according to 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas -- as reported from AI-'Awfi -- and 
'Alqamah and Mujahid, they meant, "What you have brought to us is nothing but the tales 
(Akhlaq) of the ancients." This is like what the idolatorsof Quraysh said: 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") (25:5) And Allah said: 



(Those who disbelieve say: "This is nothing but a lie that he has invented, and others have 
helped him in it. In fact, they have produced an injustice and a lie." And they say: "Tales of the 
ancients...") (25:4-5) 



(And when it is said to them: "What is it that your Lord has sent down" They say: "Tales of the 
ancient!") (16:24). Some other scholars recited it, 



(This is no other than Khuluq of the ancients,) "as Khuluq," meaning their religion. What they 
were following was the religion of the ancients, their fathers and grandfathers, as if they were 
saying: "We are following them, we will live as they lived and die as they died, and there will 
be no resurrection and no judgement." Hence they said: 



(And we are not going to be punished.) Allah's saying; 



(So they denied him, and We destroyed them.) meaning, they continued to disbelieve and 
stubbornly oppose Allah's Prophet Hud, so Allah destroyed them. The means of their 
destruction has been described in more than one place in the Qur'an: Allah sent against them a 
strong and furious wind, i.e., a fiercely blowing wind that was intensely cold. Thus the means 
of their destruction was suited to their nature, for they were the strongest and fiercest of 
people, so Allah overpowered them with something that was even stronger and fiercer than 
them, as Allah says: 



(Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with " Ad of Iram Possesors of the pillars) (89:6-7). This 
refers to the former ' Ad, as Allah says: 



(And that it is He Who destroyed the former 'Ad) (53:50). They were descendents of Iram bin 
Sam bin Nuh, 



(Possesors of the pillars) They used to live among pillars. Those who claim that Iram was a city 
take this idea from Isra'iliyyat narrations, from the words of Ka' b and Wahb, but there is no 
real basis for that. Allah says: 



(The like of which were not created in the land) (89:8). meaning, nothing like this tribe was 
created in terms of might, power and tyranny. If what was meant was a city, it would have 
said, "The like of which was not built in the land." And Allah says: 



(As for " Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is mightier than 
us in strength" See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than them. 
And they used to deny Our Ayat!) (41:15) And Allah says: 



(And as for ' Ad, they were destroyed by a furious violent wind!) until His saying: 



(in succession) (69:6-7) meaning, consecutively (i.e., seven nights and eight days). 



(so that you could see men lying overthrown (destroyed), as if they were hollow trunks of date 
palms!) (69:7) means, they were left as headless bodies, because the wind would come and 
carry one of them, then drop him on his head, so that his brains were spilled out, his head was 
broken and he was thrown aside, as if they were uprooted stems of date-palms. They used to 
build fortresses in the mountains and caves, and they dug ditches half as deep as a man is tall, 
but that did not help them against the command of Allah at all. 



(Verily, the term given by Allah, when it comes, cannot be delayed) (71 :4). Allah says here: 



(So they denied him, and We destroyed them.) 



(141. Thamud denied the Messengers.) (142. When their brother Salih said to them: "Will you 
not have Taqwa") (143. "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.") (144. "So, have Taqwa of Allah, 
and obey me.") (145. "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only from the Lord of Al- 
" Alamin.") 



Salih and the People of Thamud 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Salih, whom He sent to his people Thamud. 
They were Arabs living in the city of Al-Hijr -- which is between Wadi Al-Qura and Greater 
Syria. Their location is well known. In our explanation of Surat Al-A* raf, we mentioned the 
Hadiths which tell how the Messenger of Allah passed by their dwelling place when he wanted 
to launch a raid on Syria. He went as far asTabuk, then he went back to Al-Madinah to prepare 
himself for the campaign. Thamud came after 'Ad and before Ibrahim, peace be upon him. 
Their Prophet Salih called them to Allah, to worship Him alone with no partner or associate, 
and to obey whatever commands were conveyed to them, but they refused, rejecting him and 
opposing him. He told them that he did not seek any reward from them for his call to them, 
but that he would seek the reward for that with Allah. Then he reminded them of the blessings 
of Allah. 



(146. "Will you be left secure in that which you have here") (147. "In gardens and springs.") 
(148. "And crops and date palms with soft clusters.") (149. "And you hew out in the mountains, 
houses with great skill.") (150. "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.") (151. "And follow not 
the command of the extravagant,") (152. Who make mischief in the land, and reform not.") 

A Reminder to Them of their Circumstances and the Blessings 



They enjoyed Salih preached to them, warning them that the punishment of Allah could 
overtake them and reminding them of the blessings that Allah had bestowed upon them, by 
giving them ample provision and making them safe from all kinds of dangers, giving them 
gardens and flowing springs, and bringing forth for them crops and fruits. 



(and date palms with soft clusters.) AI-' Awfi narrated from Ibn ' Abbas, "Ripe and rich." ' Ali bin 
Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn ' Abbas that this meant growing luxuriantly. Isma' il bin Abi Khalid 
narrated from 'Amr bin Abi 'Amr -- who met the Companions -- from Ibn 'Abbas that this 
means, "When it becomes ripe and soft." This was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim, then he said: "And 
something similar was narrated from Abu Salih." 



(And you hew out in the mountains, houses with great skill.) Ibn 'Abbas and others said, "With 
great skill." According to another report from him: "They were greedy and extravagant." This 
was the view of Mujahid and another group. There is no contradiction between the two views, 
because they built the houses which they carved in the mountains as a form of extravagant 
play, with no need for them as dwelling places. They were highly skilled in the arts of masonry 
and stone-carving, as is well known to anyone who has seen their structures. So, Salih said to 
them: 



(So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.) Pay attention to that which could benefit you in this 
world and the Hereafter; worshipping your Lord Who created you, who granted you provisions 
so that you could worship Him alone and glorify Him morning and evening. 



(And follow not the command of the extravagant, who make mischief in the land, and reform 
not.) meaning, their chiefs and leaders, who called them to Shirk, disbelief and opposition to 
thetruth. 



(153. They said: "You are only of those bewitched!") (154. "You are but a human being like us. 
Then bring us a sign if you are of the truthful.") (155. He said: "Here is a she-camel: it has a 
right to drink (water), and you have a right to drink (water) (each) on a day, known.") (156. 
"And touch her not with harm, lest the torment of a Great Day should seize you.") (157. But 
they killed her, and then they became regretful.) (158. &, the torment overtook them. Verily, 
in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers.) (159. And verily, your Lord He is 
indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



The Response of Thamud, Their Demand for a Sign, and Their 

Punishment 

Allah tells us how Thamud responded to their Prophet Salih, upon him be peace, when he 
called them to worship their Lord, may He be glorified. 



(They said: "You are only of those bewitched!") Mujahid said, "They meant he was one affected 
by witchcraft." Then they said: 



(You are but a human being like us.) meaning, " how can you receive Revelation when we do 
not' This is like the Ayah where they are described assaying: 



("Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us Nay, he is an insolent liar!" 
Tomorrow they will come to know who is the liar, the insolent one!) (54:26-27) Then they 
asked him for a sign to prove that what he brought to them from their Lord was the truth. A 
crowd of them gathered and demanded that he immediately bring forth from the rock a she- 
camel that was ten months pregnant, and they pointed to a certain rock in their midst. Allah's 



Prophet Salih made them promise that if he responded to their request, they would believe in 
him and follow him. So they agreed to that. The Prophet of Allah Salih, peace be upon him, 
stood and prayed, then he prayed to Allah to grant them their request. Then the rock to which 
they had pointed split open, revealing a she-camel that was ten months pregnant, excactly as 
they had requested. So some of them believed, but most of them disbelieved. 



(He said: "Here is a she-camel: it has a right to drink (water), and you have a right to drink 
(water) (each) on a day, known.) meaning, ' she will drink from your water one day, and on the 
next day you will drink from it.' 



(And touch her not with harm, lest the torment of a Great Day should seize you.) He warned 
them of the punishment of Allah if they should do her any harm. The she-camel stayed among 
them for a while, drinking the water, eating leaves and grazing, and they benefitted from her 
milk which they took in sufficient quantities for every one to drink his fill. After this had gone 
on for a long time, and the time for their destruction drew near, they conspired to kill her: 



(But they killed her, and then they became regretful. So, the torment overtook them.) Their 
land was shaken by a strong earthquake, and there came to them an overwhelming Sayhah 
(shout) which took their hearts from their places. They were overtaken by events which they 
were not expecting, so they were left (dead), lying prostrate in their homes. 



(Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers. And verily your Lord, He is 
indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



(160. The people of Lut denied the Messengers.) (161. When their brother Lut said to them: 
"Will you not have Taqwa") (162. "Verily, I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.") (163. "So, have 
Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.") (164. "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only from 
the Lord of all that exits.") 

Lut and His Call 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Lut, peace be upon him. He was Lut bin 
Haran bin Azar, the nephew of Ibrahim Al-Khalil, upon him be peace. Allah sent him to a 
mighty nation during the lifetime of Ibrahim, peace be upon them both. They lived in Sadum 
(Sodom) and its environs, where Allah destroyed them and turned the area into a putrid, 
stinking lake, which is well-known in the land of Al-Ghur the Jordan Valley , bordering the 
mountains of Jerusalem, between the mountains and the land of Al-Karak and Ash-Shawbak. He 
called them to Allah, to worship Him alone with no partner or associate, and to obey the 
Messenger whom Allah sent to them. He forbade from disobeying Allah and committing the sin 
that they had invented which was unknown on earth before their time; intercourse with males 
instead of with females. Allah said: 



(165. "Go you in unto the males of Al-' Alarmin (people),") (166. "And leave those whom Allah 
has created for you to be your wives Nay, you are a trespassing people!") (167. They said: "If 



you cease not, Lut, verily, you will be one of those who are driven out!") (168. He said: "I am 
indeed of those who disapprove with severe anger and fury your behavior.") (169. "My Lord! 
Save me and my family from what they do.") (170. So, We saved him and his family, all,) (171. 
Except an old woman among those who remained behind.) (172. Then afterward We destroyed 
the others.) (173. And We rained on them a rain, and how evil was the rain of those who had 
been warned!) (174. Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not believers.) (175. 
And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



Lut's Denunciation of His People's Deeds, Their Response and Their 

Punishment 

The Prophet of Allah forbade them from committing evil deeds and intercourse with males, and 
he taught them that they should have intercourse with their wives whom Allah had created for 
them. Their response was only to say: 



(If you cease not, Lut,) meaning, ' if you do not give up what you have brought,' 



(verily, you will be one of those who are driven out!) meaning, 'we will expel you from among 
us.' This is like the Ayah, 



(There was no other answer given by his people except that they said: "Drive out the family of 
Lut from your city. Verily, these are men who want to be clean and pure!") (27:56). When he 
saw that they would not give up their ways, and that they were persisting in their misguidance, 
he declared his innocence of them, saying: 



(I am, indeed, of those who disapprove with severe anger and fury) 'Of those who are 
outraged, I do not like it and I do not accept it, and I have nothing to do with you. ' Then he 
prayed to Allah against them and said: 



(My Lord! Save me and my family from what they do.) Allah says: 



(So, We saved him and his family, all. Except an old woman among those who remained 
behind.) This was his wife, who was a bad old woman. She stayed behind and was destroyed 
with whoever else was left. This is similar to what Allah says about them in Surat Al-A' raf and 
Surah Hud, and in Surat Al-Hijr, where Allah commanded him to take his family at night, except 
for his wife, and not to turn around when they heard the Sayhah as it came upon his people. So 
they patiently obeyed the command of Allah and persevered, and Allah sent upon the people a 
punishment which struck them all, and rained upon them stones of baked clay, piled up. Allah 
says: 



(Then afterward We destroyed the others. And We rained on them a rain) until Allah's saying; 



(And verily, your Lord, He is indeed the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful. ) 



(176. The companions of Al-Aykah denied the Messengers.) (177. When Shu' ayb said to them: 
"Will you not have Taqwa") (178. "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.") (179. "So, have Taqwa 
of Allah, and obey me.") (180. "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only from the 
Lord of AI-'Alamin.") 



Shu ayb and His Preaching to the Dwellers of Al-Aykah 

The companions of Al-Aykah were the people of Madyan, according to the most correct view. 
The Prophet of Allah Shu' ayb was one of them, but it does not say here, their brother Shu' ayb, 
because they called themselves by a name denoting their deification of Al-Aykah, which was a 
tree which they used to worship; it was said that it was a group of trees which were tangled, 
like trees in a thicket. For this reason, when Allah said that the companions of Al-Aykah denied 
the Messengers, He did not say, "When their brother Shu' ayb said to them." Rather, He said: 



(When Shi/ ayb said to them) He is not described as belonging to them because of the meaning 
that was inherent in the name given to them even though he was their brother by blood. Some 
people did not notice this point, so they thought that the dwellers of Al-Aykah were different 
from the people of Madyan, and claimed that Shu' ayb was sent to two nations; some said that 
he was sent to three. 



(The companions of Al-Aykah) were the people of Shu* ayb. This was the view of Ishaq bin 
Bishr. Someone besides Juwaybir said, "The dwellers of Al-Aykah and the people of Madyan are 
one and the same." And Allah knows best. Although there is another opinion that they were 
different nations with two identities, the correct view is that they were one nation, but they 
are described differently in different places. Shu' ayb preached to them and commanded them 
to be fair in their weights and measures, the same as is mentioned in the story of Madyan, 
which also indicatesthat they were the same nation. 



(181. "Give full measure, and cause no loss (to others).") (182. "And weigh with the true and 
straight balance.") (183. "And defraud not people by reducing their things, nor do evil, making 
corruption and mischief in the land.") (184. "And have Taqwa of Him Who created you and the 
generations of the men of old.") 



The Command to give Full Measure 

Allah commanded them to give full measure, and forbade them to give short measure. He said: 



(Give full measure, and cause no loss.) meaning, 'when you give to people, give them full 
measure, and do not cause loss to them by giving them short measure, while taking full 
measure when you are the ones who are taking. Give as you take, and take as you give.' 



(And weigh with the true and straight balance.) The balance is the scales. 



(And defraud not people by reducing their things,) means, do not shortchange them. 



(nor do evil, making corruption and mischief in the land.) means, by engaging in banditry. This 
is like the Ayah, 



(And sit not on every road, threatening) (7:86). 



(And have Taqwa of Him Who created you and the generations of the men of old. ) Here he is 
frightening them with the punishment of Allah Who created them and created their 
forefathers. This is like when Musa, peace be upon him, said: 



(Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient fathers!) (26:26). Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi, 
Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: 



(the generations of the men of old.) means, He created the early generations. And Ibn Zayd 
recited: 



(And indeed he (Shaytan) did lead astray a great multitude of you) (36:62). 



(185. They said: "You are only one of those bewitched!") (186. "You are but a human being like 
us and verily, we think that you are one of the liars!") (187. "So, cause a piece of the heaven to 
fall on us, if you are of the truthful!") (188. He said: "My Lord is the Best Knower of what you 
do.") (189. But they denied him, so the torment of the Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized 
them. Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day.) (190. Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet 
most of them are not believers.) (191. And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All-Mighty, the 
Most Merciful.) 



The Response of Shu ayb's People, Their Disbelief in Him and the 
coming of the Punishment upon Them 

Allah tells us how his people responded, and how it was like the response of Tharmud to their 
Messenger -- for they were of like mind -- when they said: 



(You are only one of those bewitched!) meaning, 'you are one of those who are affected by 
witchcraft.' 



(You are but a human being like us and verily, we think that you are one of the liars!) means, 
'we think you are deliberately lying to us in what you say, and Allah has not sent you to us.' 



(So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us,) Ad-Dahhak said: "One side of the heavens." 
Qatadah said: "A piece of the heaven." As-Suddi said: "A punishment from heaven." This is like 
what the Quraysh said, as Allah tells us: 



(And they say: "We shall not believe in you, until you cause a spring to gush forth from the 
earth for us) until: 



(Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, as you have pretended, or you bring Allah 
and the angels before (us) face to face.") (17:90-92) 



(And (remember) when they said: "0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then rain down 
stones on usfrom the sky....") (8:32). Smilarly, these ignorant disbelievers said: 



(So, cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful! 



(He said: "My Lord is the Best Knower of what you do.") means, 'Allah knows best about you, 
and if you deserve that, He will punish you therewith, and He will not treat you unjustly.' So 
this is what happened to them -- asthey asked for -- an exact recompense. Allah says: 



(But they denied him, so the torment of the Day of Shadow seized them. Indeed that was the 
torment of a Great Day.) This is what they asked for, when they asked for a part of the heaven 
to fall upon them. Allah made their punishment in the form of intense heat which overwhelmed 
them for seven days, and nothing could protect them from it. Then He sent a cloud to shade 
them, so they ran towards it to seek its shade from the heat. When all of them had gathered 
underneath it, Allah sent sparks of fire and flames and intense heat upon them, and caused the 
earth to convulse beneath them, and He sent against them a mighty Sayhah which destroyed 
their souls. Allah says: 



(Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day.) Allah has mentioned how they were destroyed in 
three places in the Qur'an, in each of which it is described in a manner which fits the context. 
In Surat Al-A' raf He says that the earthquake seized them, and they lay (dead), prostrate in 
their homes. This was because they said: 



("We shall certainly drive you out, O Shu* ayb, and those who have believed with you from our 
town, or else you (all) shall return to our religion.") (7:88). They had sought to scare the 
Prophet of Allah and those who followed him, so they were seized by the earthquake. In Surah 
Hud, Allah says: 



(And As- Sayhah seized the wrongdoers) (11:94). This was because they mocked the Allah's 
Prophet when they said: 



("Does your Salah command that we give up what our fathers used to worship, or that we give 
up doing what we like with our property Verily, you are the forbearer, right-minded!") (11:87). 
They had said this in a mocking, sarcastic tone, so it was befitting that the Sayhah should come 
and silence them, as All ah says: 



(So As-Saihah overtook them) (15:73). 



(And As-Saihah seized the wrongdoers) (11:94). And here, they said: 



(So, cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us,) in a stubborn and obstinate manner. 3d, it was 
fitting that something they never thought would happen should befall them: 



(so the torment of the Day of Shadow seized them. Indeed that was the torment of a Great 
Day.) Muhammad bin Jarir narrated from Yazid Al-Bahili: "I asked Ibn " Abbas about this Ayah: 



(so the torment of the Day of Shadow seized them. ) He said: 'Allah sent upon them thunder 
and intense heat, and it terrified them so they entered their houses and it pursued them to 
the innermost parts of their houses and terrified them further , and they ran fleeing from their 
houses into the fields. Then Allah sent upon them clouds which shaded them from the sun, and 
they found it cool and pleasant, so they called out to one another until they had all gathered 
beneath the cloud, then Allah sent fire upon them.' Ibn * Abbas said, 'That was the torment of 
the Day of Shadow, indeed that was the torment of a Great Day.'" 



(Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are not believers. And verily, your Lord, He is 
truly, the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) (26:8-9) meaning, He is All-Mighty in His punishment 
of the disbelievers, and Most Merciful towards His believing servants. 



(192. And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exists,) (193. Which the 
trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has brought down.) (194. Upon your heart that you may be (one) of the 
warners,) (195. In the plain Arabic language.) 



The Qur'an was revealed by Allah 

Here Allah tells us about the Book which He revealed to His servant and Messenger Muhammad. 



(And truly, this) refersto the Qur'an, which at the beginning of the Surah was described as 



(and never comes there unto them a Reminder as a recent revelation from the Most 
Gracious...) (26:5). 



(is a revelation from the Lord of AI-'Alamin.) means, Allah has sent it down to you and 
revealed it to you. 



(Which the trustworthy Ruh has brought down.) This refers to Jibril, peace be upon him. This 
was the view of more than one of the Salaf: Ibn 'Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka b, Qatadah, 



x Atiyyah Al-' Awfi, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri and Ibn Jurayj. This is an issue concerning 
which there is no dispute. Az-Zuhri said, "This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril -- for indeed he has brought it down to your heart by 
Allah's permission, confirming what came before it...") (2:97). 



(Upon your heart) '0 Muhammad, free from any contamination, with nothing added or taken 
away. ' 



(that you may be of the warners,) means, 'so that you may warn people with it of the 
punishment of Allah for those who go against it and disbelieve in it, and so that you may give 
glad tidings with it to the believers who follow it.' 



(In the plain Arabic language.) meaning, ' thisQur'an which We have revealed to you, We have 
revealed in perfect and eloquent Arabic, so that it may be quite clear, leaving no room for 
excuses and establishing clear proof, showing the straight path.' 



(196. And verily, it is in the Zubur of the former people.) (197. Is it not a sign to them that the 
learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it) (198. And if We had revealed it unto any of 
the non-Arabs,) (199. And he had recited it unto them, they would not have believed in it.) 



The Qur'an was mentioned in the Previous Scriptures 



Allah says: this Qur'an was mentioned and referred to in the previous Scriptures that were left 
behind by their Prophets who foretold it in ancient times and more recently. Allah took a 
covenant from them that they would follow it, and the last of them stood and addressed his 
people with the good news of Ahmad: 



(And (remember) when ' Isa, son of Maryam, said: "0 Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of 
Allah unto you, confirming the Tawrah before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to 
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad.) (61:6) Zubur here refers to Books; Zubur is the 
plural of Az-Zabur, which is also the name used to refer to the Book given to Dawud. Allah says: 



(And everything they have done is noted in the Az-Zubur.) (54:52), meaning, it is recorded 
against them in the books of the angels. Then Allah says: 



(Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it) meaning, is 
it not sufficient witness to the truth for them that the scholars of the Children of Israel found 
this Qur'an mentioned in the Scriptures which they study The meaning is: the fair-minded 
among them admitted that the attributes of Muhammad and his mission and his Ummah were 
mentioned in their Books, as was stated by those among them who believed, such as ' Abdullah 
bin Salam, Salman Al - Far i si and others who met the Prophet . Allah said: 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write ...) (7:157) 



The Intense Disbelief of Quraysh 

Then Allah tells us how intense the disbelief of Quraysh was, and how stubbornly they resisted 
the Qur'an. If this Book with all its eloquence had been revealed to a non-Arab who did not 
know one word of Arabic, they still would not have believed in him. Allah says: 



(And if We had revealed it unto any of the non-Arabs, And he had recited it unto them, they 
would not have believed in it.) And Allah says: 



(And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and they were to keep on ascending 
thereto. They would surely say: "Our eyes have been dazzled...") (15:14-15) 



(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them. 
(6:111) 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe.) (10:96) 



(200. Thus have We caused it to enter the hearts of the criminals.) (201. They will not believe 
in it until they see the painful torment.) (202. It shall come to them of a sudden, while they 
perceive it not.) (203. Then they will say: "Can we be respited") (204. Would they then wish for 
Our torment to be hastened on) (205. Think, if We do let them enjoy for years,) (206. And 
afterwards comes to them that which they had been promised.) (207. All that with which they 
used to enjoy shall not avail them.) (208. And never did We destroy a township but it had its 
warners) (209. By way of reminder, and We have never been unjust.) 



The Deniers will never believe until They see the Torment 

Allah says: 'thus We caused denial, disbelief, rejection and stubbornness to enter the heartsof 
the sinners.' 



(They will not believe in it), i.e., the truth, 



(until they see the painful torment.) means, when their excuses will be of no avail, and the 
curse will be upon them, and theirs will be an evil abode. 



(It shall come to them of a sudden,) means, the punishment of Allah will come upon them 
suddenly, 



(while they perceive it not. Then they will say: "Can we be respited") means, when they see the 
punishment, then they will wish they had a little more time so that they can obey Allah -- or so 
they claim. This is like the Ayah: 



(And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them) until: 



(that you would not leave) (14: 44). When every sinner and evildoer sees his punishment, he 
will feel intense regret. Such was the case of Fir' awn, when Musa prayed against him: 



(Our Lord! "You have indeed bestowed on Fir' awn and his chiefs splendor and wealth in the life 
of this world) until: 



((Allah) said: "Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted.") (10:88-89). This supplication had 
an effect on Fir' awn: he did not believe until he saw the painful torment: 



(till when drowning overtook him, he said: "I believe that none has the right to be worshipped 
but He in Whom the Children of Israel believe.") until: 



(and you were one of the mischief-makers) (10:90-91). And Allah says: 



(so when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone...") (40:84-85). 



(Would they then wish for Our torment to be hastened on) This is a denunciation and a threat, 
because they used to say to the Messenger, by way of denial, thinking it unlikely ever to 
happen: 



(Bring Allah's torment upon us) (29:29). This is as Allah said: 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment...) (29:53-55). Then Allah says: 



(Think, if We do let them enjoy for years, and afterwards comes to them that which they had 
been promised, all that with which they used to enjoy shall not avail them.) meaning, 'even if 
We delay the matter and give them respite for a short while or for a long time, then the 
punishment of Allah comes upon them, what good will their life of luxury do them then' 



(The Day they see it, (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in this world) except an afternoon 
or a morning) (79:46). And Allah says: 



(Everyone of them wishes that he could be given a life of a thousand years. But the grant of 
such life will not save him even a little from punishment) (2:96). 



(And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down) (92:1 1) Allah says here: 



(All that with which they used to enjoy shall not avail them.) According to an authentic Hadith: 

» 



« 






(The disbelievers will be brought and once dipped into the Fire, then it will be said to him: "Did 
you ever see anything good Did you ever see anything good" He will say, "No, Lord!" Then the 
most miserable person who ever lived on earth will be brought, and he will be put in Paradise 
for a brief spell, then it will be said to him, "Did you ever see anything bad" He will say, "No, O 
Lord.") meaning: as if nothing ever happened. Then Allah tells us of His justice towards His 
creation, in that He does not destroy any nation until after He has left them with no excuse, by 
warning them, sending Messengers to them and establishing proof against them. He says: 



(And never did We destroy a township but it had its warners by way of reminder, and We have 
never been unjust.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger) (17:15). 



(And never will your Lord destroy the towns until He sends to their mother town a Messenger 
reciting to them Our Ayat.) until; 



(the people thereof are wrongdoers) (28:59). 



(210. And it is not the Shayatin (devils) who have brought it down.) (211. Neither would it suit 
them nor are they able.) (212. Verily, they have been removed far from hearing it.) 

The Qur'an was brought down by Jibril, not Shaytan 

tells us about His Book, which falsehood cannot approach from before or behind it, sent down 
by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise. He states that it has been brought down by the 
trustworthy Ruh (i.e., Jibril) who is helped by Allah, 



(And it is not the Shayatin who have brought it down.) Then He tells us that it could not be the 
case for three reasons that the Shayatin brought it down. One is that it would not suit them, 
i.e., they have no desire to do so and they do not want to, because their nature is to corrupt 
and misguide people, but this contains words enjoining what is right and forbidding what is 
evil, and light, guidance and mighty proofs. There is a big difference between this and the 
Shayatin, Allah says: 



(Neither would it suit them) 



(nor are they able.) meaning, even if they wanted to, they could not do it. Allah says: 



(Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would surely have seen it humbling itself 
and rent asunder by the fear of Allah) (59:21). Then Allah explains that even if they wanted to 
and were able to bear it and convey it, they still would not be able to achieve that, because 
they were prevented from hearing the Qur'an when it was brought down, for the heavens were 
filled with guardians and shooting stars at the time when the Qur'an was being revealed to the 
Messenger of Allah , so none of the Shayatin could hear even one letter of it, lest there be any 
confusion in the matter. This is a part of Allah's mercy towards His servants, protection of His 
Laws, and support for His Book and His Messenger . Allah says: 



(Verily, they have been removed far from hearing it.) This is like what Allah tells us about the 
Jinn: 



(And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled with stern guards and flaming 
fires. And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a hearing, but any who listens now 
will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush.) until; 



(or whether their Lord intends for them a right path) 72:8-10 



(213. 3d, invoke not with Allah another god lest you should be among those who receive 
punishment.) (214. And warn your tribe of near kindred.) (215. And be kind and humble to the 
believers who follow you.) (216. Then if they disobey you, say: "I am innocent of what you do.") 
(217. And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful,) (218. Who sees you when you 
stand up.) (219. And your movements among those who fall prostrate.) (220. Verily, He, only 
He, isthe All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 

The Command to warn His Tribe of near Kindred 

Here Allah commands (His Prophet ) to worship Him alone, with no partner or associate, and 
tells him that whoever associates others in worship with Him, He will punish them. Then Allah 
commands His Messenger to warn his tribe of near kindred, i.e., those who were most closely 
related to him, and to tell them that nothing could save any of them except for faith in Allah. 
Allah also commanded him to be kind and gentle with the believing servants of Allah who 
followed him, and to disown those who disobeyed him, no matter who they were. Allah said: 



(Then if they disobey you, say: "I am innocent of what you do.") This specific warning does not 
contradict the general warning; indeed it isapart of it, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(In order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are 
heedless.) (36:6), 



(that you may warn the Mother of the Towns and all around it) (42:7), 



(And warn therewith those who fear that they will be gathered before their Lord) (6:51), 



(that you may give glad tidings to those who have Taqwa, and warn with it the most 
quarrelsome people.) (19:97), 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach) (6:19), and 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17). 
According to Sahih Muslim, the Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no one from these nations -- Jewish or Christian -- hears 
of me then does not believe in me, but he will enter Hell.) Many Hadiths have been narrated 



concerning the revelation of this Ayah, some of which we will quote below: Imam Ahmad, may 
Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
"When Allah revealed the Ayah, 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred.), the Prophet went to As-Safa', climbed up and called 
out, 



« » 



(0 people!) The people gathered around him, some coming of their own accord and others 
sending people on their behalf to find out what was happening. The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(0 Bani * Abd Al-Muttalib, Bani Fihr, Bani Lu'ayy! What do you think, if I told you that there 
was a cavalry at the foot of this mountain coming to attack you -- would you believe me) They 
said, "Yes." He said: 



« » 

(Then I warn you of a great punishment that is close at hand.) Abu Lahab said, "May you perish 
for the rest of the day! You only called usto tell us this" Then Allah revealed: 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) 111:1 This was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her said: "When the Ayah: 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred) was revealed, the Messenger of Allah stood up and said: 



» 



« 

(0 Fatimah daughter of Muhammad, Safiyyah daughter of ' Abd Al-Muttalib, Bani " Abd Al- 
Muttalib, I cannot help you before Allah. Ask me for whatever you want of my wealth.) This 
was recorded by Muslim. Imam Ahmad recorded that Qabisah bin Mukhariq and Zuhayr bin ' Amr 
said: "When the Ayah: 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred.) was revealed, the Messenger of Allah climbed on top of 
a rock on the side of a mountain and started to call out: 



» 



« 



(0 Bani ' Abd Manaf, I am indeed a warner, and the parable of me and you is that of a man who 
sees the enemy so he goes to save his family, fearing that the enemy may reach them before 
he does.) And he started to call out, (O people!) It was also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. 
Allah's saying: 



(And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful,) means, 'in all your affairs, for He is 
your Helper, Protector and Supporter, and He is the One Who will cause you to prevail and will 
make your word supreme.' 



(Who sees you when you stand up. ) means, He is taking care of you. This is like the Ayah, 



(So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Our Eyes) (52:48) Ibn 
x Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(Who sees you when you stand up.) means, "To pray." ' Ikrimah said: "He sees him when he 
stands and bows and prostrates." Al-Hasan said: 



(Who sees you when you stand up.) "When you pray alone." Ad-Dahhak said: 



(Who sees you when you stand up.) "When you are lying in bed and when you are sitting." 
Qatadah said: 



(Who sees you) "When you are standing, when you are sitting, and in all other situations. 



(And your movements among those who fall prostrate.) Qatadah said: 



(Who sees you when you stand up. And your movements among those who fall prostrate.) 
"When you pray, He sees you when you pray alone and when you pray in congregation." This 
was also the view of ' Ikrimah, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 



(Verily, He, only He, is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) He hears all that His servants say and 
He knows all their movements, as He says: 



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed, but We are 
Witness thereof, when you are doing it) (10:61). 



(221. Shall I inform you upon whom the Shayatin descend) (222. They descend on every lying, 
sinful person (Athim).) (223. Who gives ear, and most of them are liars.) (224. As for the poets, 
the astray follow them,) (225. See you not that they speak about every subject in their poetry) 
(226. And that they say what they do not do.) (227. Except those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, and remember Allah much and vindicate themselves after they have been wronged. And 
those who do wrong will come to know by what overturning they will be overturned.) 



Refutation of the Fabrications of the Idolators 

Here Allah addresses those idolators who claimed that what was brought by the Messenger was 
not the truth but was merely something that he had made up by himself, or that it came to him 
in visions from the Jinn. Allah stated that His Messenger was above their claims and 
fabrications, and that what he had brought did indeed come from Allah, and that it was a 
revelation and inspiration, brought down by a noble, trustworthy and mighty angel. It did not 
come from the Shayatin, because they have no desire for anything like this Noble Qur'an -- they 
descend upon those who are like them, the lying fortune-tellers. Allah says: 



(Shall I inform you) meaning, shall I tell you, 



(upon whom the Shayatin descend They descend on every lying, sinful person (At him)) 
meaning, one whose speech is lies and fabrication. 



(Athim) means, whose deeds are immoral. This is the person upon whom the Shayatin descend, 
fortune-tellers and other sinful liars. The Shayatin are also sinful liars. 



(Who gives ear, ) means, they try to overhear what is said in the heavens, and they try to hear 
something of the Unseen, then they add to it a hundred lies and tell it to their human 
comrades, who then tell it to others. Then the people believe everything they say because they 
were right about the one thing which was heard from the heavens. This was stated in an 
authentic Hadith recorded by Al-Bukhari from ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, who 
said, "The people asked the Prophet about fortune-tellers, and he said: 

« » 

(They are nothing.) They said: "0 Messenger of Allah, they say things that come true." The 
Prophet said: 

» 



« 

(That is a word of truth which the Jinn snatches, then he gabbles it like the clucking of a 
chicken into the ear of his friend, but he mixes it with more than one hundred lies.) Al-Bukhari 
also recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Prophet said: 



» 



:( ) 



« 



(When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels beat their wings in submission to His 
decree, a chain beating on a rock. And when the fear in their hearts subsides, they say: "What 
is it that your Lord has said" They say: "The truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great." 
Then when the Jinn who are listening out, one above the other) -- and Sufyan illustrated this 
with a gesture, holding his hand vertically with his fingers outspread -- (when they hear this, 
they throw it down from one to another, until it is passed to the fortune-teller or soothsayer. 
The shooting star may strike the Jinn before he passes it on, or he may pass it on before he is 
struck, and he adds to it one hundred lies, thus it is said: "Did he not tell us that on such and 
such a day, such and such would happen" So they believe him because of that one thing which 
was heard from the heavens.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Al-Bukhari recorded from 
' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that the Prophet said: 



» 

( ) 



« 

(The angels speak in the clouds about some matter on earth, and the Shayatin overhear what 
they say, so they tell it to the fortune-teller, gurgling into his ear like (a liquid poured) from a 
glass bottle, and he adds to it one hundred lies.) 

Refutation of the Claim that the Prophet was a Poet 



(As for the poets, the astray ones follow them.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas 
that this means: "The disbelievers follow the misguided among mankind and the Jinn." This was 
also the view of Mujahid, " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, and others. ' Ikrimah said, "Two 
poets would ridicule one another in verse, with one group of people supporting one and 
another group supporting the other. Hence Allah revealed the Ayah, 



(As for the poets, the erring ones follow them. 



(See you not that they speak about every subject in their poetry) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
from Ibn " Abbas that this means: "They indulge in every kind of nonsense." Ad- Dahhak reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "They engage in every kind of verbal art." This was also the view of 
Mujahid and others. 



(And that they say what they do not do. ) Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that at the 
time of the Messenger of Allah , two men, one from among the Ansar and one from another 
tribe, were ridiculing one another in verse, and each one of them was supported by a group of 
his own people, who were the foolish ones, and Allah said: 



(As for the poets, the erring ones follow them. See you not that they speak about every subject 
in their poetry And that they say what they do not do.) What is meant here is that the 
Messenger , to whom this Qur'an was revealed, was not a soothsayer or a poet, because his 
situation was quite obviously different to theirs, as Allah says: 



(And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for him. This is only a Reminder and a 
plain Qur'an.) (36:69), 



(That this is verily, the word of an honored Messenger. It is not the word of a poet, little isthat 
you believe! Nor is it the word of a soothsayer, little is that you remember! This is the 
Revelation sent down from the Lord of all that exits.) (69:40-43) 



The Exception of the Poets of Islam 



(Except those who believe and do righteous deeds,) Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated from Yazid 
bin 'Abdullah bin Qusayt, that Abu Al-Hasan Salim Al-Barrad, the freed servant of Tamim Ad- 
Dari said: "When the Ayah -- 



(As for the poets, the erring ones follow them.) was revealed, Hassan bin Thabit, ' Abdullah bin 
Rawahah and Ka' b bin Malik came to the Messenger of Allah , weeping, and said: "Allah knew 
when He revealed this Ayah that we are poets. The Prophet recited to them the Ayah, 



(Except those who believe and do righteous deeds,) and said: 

« » 

((This means) you.) 



(and remember Allah much). He said: 

« » 

((This means) you.) 



(and vindicate themselves after they have been wronged. ) He said: 

« » 

((This means) you.) This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir from the narration of Ibn 
Ishaq. But this Surah was revealed in Makkah, so how could the reason for its revelation be the 
poets of the Ansar This is something worth thinking about. The reports that have been narrated 
about this are all Mursal and cannot be relied on. And Allah knows best. But this exception 
could include the poets of the Ansar and others. It even includes those poets of the Jahiliyyah 
who indulged in condemning Islam and its followers, then repented and turned to Allah, and 
gave up what they used to do and started to do righteous deeds and remember Allah much, to 
make up for the bad things that they had previously said, for good deeds wipe out bad deeds. 
So they praised Islam and its followers in order to make up for their insults, as the poet 
'Abdullah bin Az-Zab' ari said when he became Muslim: "0 Messenger of Allah, indeed my 
tongue will try to make up for things it said when I was bad -- When I went along with the 
Shaytan during the years of misguidance, and whoever inclines towards his way is in a state of 
loss." Smilarly, Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith bin ' Abd Al-Muttalib was one of the most hostile 
people towards the Prophet , even though he was his cousin, and he was the one who used to 
mock him the most. But when he became Muslim, there was no one more beloved to him than 
the Messenger of Allah . He began to praise the Messenger of Allah where he had mocked him, 
and take him as a close friend where he had regarded him as an enemy. 



(and vindicate themselves after they have been wronged.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "They responded in 
kind to the disbelievers who used to ridicule the believers in verse." This was also the view of 
Mujahid, Qatadah and several others. It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah said to Hassan: 



« » 

(Ridicule them in verse.) Or he said: 



« » 



(Ridicule them in verse, and Jibril is with you.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ka' b bin Malik said 
to the Prophet , "Allah has revealed what He revealed about the poets. The Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(The believer wages Jihad with his sword and with his tongue, By the One in Whose Hand is my 
soul, it is as if you are attacking them with arrows.) 



(And those who do wrong will come to know by what overturning they will be overturned.) This 
is like the Ayah, 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers) (40: 52). According to the 
Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Beware of wrongdoing, for wrongdoing will be darkness on the Day of Resurrection.) Qatadah 
bin DP amah said concerning the Ayah -- 



(And those who do wrong will come to know by what overturning they will be overturned.) this 
refers to the poets and others. This is the end of the Tafsir Surat Ash-Shu' ara'. Praise be to 
Allah, Lord of the worlds. 



The Tafsir of Surat An-Naml 

(Chapter - 27) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1.Ta Sn. These are the Ayat of the Qur'an, and (it is) a Book (that is) clear.) (2. A guide and 
glad tidings for the believers.) (3. Those who perform the Salah and give the Zakah and they 
believe with certainty in the Hereafter.) (4. Verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter, We 
have made their deeds fair seeming to them, so that they wander about blindly.) (5. They are 
those for whom there will be an evil torment. And in the Hereafter they will be the greatest 
losers.) (6. And verily, you are being taught the Qur'an from One, All 

The Qur'an is Guidance and Glad Tidings for the Believers, a 
Warning to the Disbelievers, and it is from Allah 

In (the comments on) Surat Al-Baqarah, we discussed the letters which appear at the beginning 
of some Surahs. 



(These are the Ayat of the Qur'an, and (it is) a Book (that is) clear.) It is plain and evident. 



(A guide and glad tidings for the believers.) meaning, guidance and good news may be attained 
from the Qur'an for those who believe in it, follow it and put it into practice. They establish 
obligatory prayers, pay Zakah and believe with certain faith in the Hereafter, the resurrection 
after death, reward and punishment for all deeds, good and bad, and Paradise and Hell. This is 
like the Ayat: 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears...") (41:44). 



(that you may give glad tidings to those who have Taqwa, and warn with it the Ludd (most 
quarrelsome) people) (19: 97). Allah says here: 



(Verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter,) meaning, those who deny it and think that it 
will never happen, 



(We have made their deeds fair seeming to them, so that they wander about blindly.) means, 
x We have made what they are doing seem good to them, and We have left them to continue in 
their misguidance, so they are lost and confused.' This is their recompense for their disbelief in 
the Hereafter, as All ah says: 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as they refused to believe therein for the 
first time) (6:110). 



(They are those for whom there will be an evil torment.) in this world and the Hereafter. 



(And in the Hereafter they will be the greatest losers.) means, no one but they, among all the 
people who will be gathered, will lose their souls and their wealth. 



(And verily, you are being taught the Qur'an from One, All-Wise, All-Knowing.) 



(And verily, you) O Muhammad. Qatadah said: 



(are being taught) "Are receiving." 



(the Qur'an from One, All-Wise, All-Knowing.) from One Who is Wise in His commands and 
prohibitions, and Who knows all things, major and minor. Whatever He says is absolute Truth, 
and His rulings are entirely fair and just, as Allah says: 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in j ustice) (6:1 15). 



(7. (Remember) when Musa said to his household: "Verily, I have seen a fire; I will bring you 
from there some information, or I will bring you a burning ember, that you may warm 
yourselves.") (8. But when he came to it, he was called: "Blessed is whosoever is in the fire, 
and whosoever is round about it! And glorified be Allah, the Lord of all that exists.") (9. "0 
Musa! Verily, it is I, Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.") (10. "And throw down your stick!" But 
when he saw it moving as if it were a snake, he turned in flight, and did not look back. (It was 
said:) "0 Musa! Fear not: verily, the Messengers fear not in front of Me.") (11. "Except him who 
has done wrong and afterwards has changed evil for good; then surely, I am Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.") (12. "And put your hand into opening of your garment, it will come forth white 
without hurt. (These are) among the nine signs (you will take) to Fir' awn and his people. 
Verily, they are a people who are rebellious.") (13. But when Our Ayat came to them, clear to 
see, they said: "This is a manifest magic") (14. And they belied them wrongfully and 
arrogantly, though they themselves were convinced thereof. So, see what was the end of the 
mischief-makers.) 



The Story of Musa and the End of Fir awn 

Here Allah tells His Messenger Muhammad about what happened to Musa, peace be upon him, 
how Allah chose him, spoke with him and gave him mighty, dazzling signs and overwhelming 
proof, and sent him to Fif awn and his people, but they denied the proof, disbelieved in him 
and arrogantly refused to follow him. Allah says: 



(when Musa said to his household), meaning, remember when Musa was traveling with his 
family and lost his way. This was at night, in the dark. Musa had seen a fire beside the 
mountain, i.e., he had noticed a fire burning brightly, and said, 



(to his household: "Verily, I have seen a fire; I will bring you from there some information...") 
meaning, ' about the way we should take.' 



(or I will bring you a burning ember, that you may warm yourselves.) meaning, so that they 
could keep warm. And it was as he said: "He came back with great news, and a great light." 
Allah says: 



(But when he came to it, he was called: "Blessed is whosoever is in the fire, and whosoever is 
round about it!") meaning, when he came to it, he saw a great and terrifying sight: the fire was 
burning in a green bush, and the fire was burning ever brighter while the bush was growing 
ever more green and beautiful. Then he raised his head, and saw that its light was connected 
to the clouds of the sky. Ibn 'Abbas and others said, "It was not a fire, rather it was shining 
light." According to one report narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, it was the Light of the Lord of the 
worlds. Musa stood amazed by what he was seeing, and 



(he was called: "Blessed is whosoever is in the fire...") Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means, Holy is 
(whosoever is in the fire)." 



(and whosoever is round about it) means, of the angels. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, 
' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan and Qatadah. 



(And glorified be Allah, the Lord of all that exists), Who does whatever He wills and there is 
nothing like Him among His creation. Nothing He has made can encompass Him, and He is the 
Exalted, the Almighty, Who is utterly unlike all that He has created. Heaven and earth cannot 
contain Him, but He is the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who is far above any comparison 
with Hiscreation. 



(0 Musa! Verily, it is I, Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) Allah told him that the One Who 
was addressing him was his Lord Allah, the All-Mighty, Who has subjugated and subdued all 
things, the One Who is Wise in all His words and deeds. Then He commanded him to throw 
down the stick that was in his hand, so that He might show him clear proof that He is the One 
Who is able to do all things, whatever He wills. When Musa threw that stick down, it changed 
into the form of a huge and terrifying snake, moving quickly despite its size. Allah says: 



(But when he saw it moving as if it were a Jann (snake).) Jann refers to a type of snake that is 
the fast est -moving and most agile. When Musa saw that with his own eyes, 



(he turned in flight, and did not look back.) meaning, he did not turn around, because he was 
so afraid. Allah's saying: 



(0 Musa! Fear not: verily, the Messengers fear not in front of Me.) means, 'do not be afraid of 
what you see, for I want to choose you as a Messenger and make you a great Prophet.' 



(Except him who has done wrong and afterwards has changed evil for good; then surely, I am 
Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This is an exception of the exclusionary type. This is good news 
for mankind, for whoever does an evil deed then gives it up and repents and turns to Allah, 
Allah will accept his repentance, as He says: 



(And verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents, believes and does righteous good deeds, 
and then Ahtada.) (20:82) 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself...) (4:110). And there are many other Ayat which say 
the same. 



(And put your hand into the opening of your garment, it will come forth white without hurt.) 
This is another sign, further brilliant proof of the ability of Allah to do whatever He wills. It is 
also confirmation of the truth of the one to whom the miracle was given. Allah commanded 
him to put his hand into the opening of his garment, and when he put his hand in and took it 
out again, it came out white and shining as if it were a piece of the moon or a flash of dazzling 
lightning. 



(among the nine signs) means, "these are two of the nine signs which you will be supported 
with and which will serve as proof for you. ' 



(to Fir" awn and his people. Verily, they are a people who are rebellious.) These were the nine 
signs of which Allah said: 



(And indeed We gave Musa nine clear signs) (17:101) -- as we have stated there. 



(But when Our Ayat came to them, clear to see,), i.e., clear and obvious, 



(they said: "This is a manifest magic".) They wanted to oppose it with their own magic, but 
they were defeated and were returned disgraced. 



(And they belied them) means, verbally, 



(though they themselves were convinced thereof.) means, they knew deep down that this was 
truth from Allah, but they denied it and were stubborn and arrogant. 



(wrongfully and arrogantly) means, wronging themselves because this was the despicable 
manner to which they were accustomed, and they were arrogant because they were too proud 
to follow the truth. Allah said: 



(So, see what was the end of the mischief-makers.) meaning, 'see, Muhammad, what were 
the consequences of their actions when Allah destroyed them and drowned every last one of 
them in a single morning.' The point of this story is: beware, '0 you who disbelieve in 
Muhammad and deny the Message that he has brought from his Lord, lest the same thing that 
befell them befall you also.' But what is worse, is that Muhammad is nobler and greater than 
Musa, and his proof is stronger than that of Musa, for the signs that Allah has given him are 
combined with his presence and his character, in addition to the fact that previous Prophets 
foretold his coming and took a covenant from the people that they would follow him if they 
should see him, may the best of blessings and peace from his Lord be upon him. 



(15. And indeed We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulayman, and they both said: "All praise be 
to Allah, Who has preferred us above many of His believing servants!") (16. And Sulayman 
inherited from Dawud. He said: "0 mankind! We have been taught the language of birds, and 
we have been given from everything. This, verily, is an evident grace.") (17. And there were 
gathered before Sulayman his hosts of Jinn and men, and birds, and they all were set in battle 
order (marching forward).) (18. Till, when they came to the valley of the ants, one of the ants 
said: "0 ants! Enter your dwellings, lest Sulayman and his armies should crush you, while they 
perceive not.") (19. So he (Sulayman) smiled, amused at her speech and said: "My Lord! Grant 
me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your favors which You have bestowed on 
me and on my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds that will please You, and admit 
me by Your mercy among Your righteous servants.") 



Dawud and Sulayman (peace be upon them), the organization of 
Sulayman's Troops and His passage through the Valley of the Ants 

Here Allah tells us about the great blessings and favors which He bestowed upon two of His 
servants and Prophets, Dawud (David) and his son Sulayman (Solomon), peace be upon them 
both, and how they enjoyed happiness in this world and the Hereafter, power and authority in 
this world, and the position of being Prophets and Messengers. Allah says: 



(And indeed We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulayman, and they both said: "All the praises 
and thanks be to Allah, Who has preferred us above many of His believing servants!") 



(And Sulayman inherited from Dawud.) means, in kingship and prophethood. What is meant 
here is not wealth, because if that were the case, Sulayman would not have been singled out 
from among the sons of Dawud, as Dawud had one hundred wives. Rather what is meant is the 
inheritance of kingship and prophethood, for the wealth of the Prophets cannot be inherited, 
as the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(We Prophets cannot be inherited from; whatever we leave behind is charity.) And Sulayman 
said: 



(0 mankind! We have been taught the language of birds, and we have been given from 
everything.) Here Sulayman was speaking of the blessings that Allah bestowed upon him, by 
giving him complete authority and power, whereby mankind, the Jinn and the birds were 
subjugated to him. He also knew the language of the birds and animals, which is something 
that had never been given to any other human being -- as far as we know from what Allah and 
His Messenger told us. Allah enabled Sulayman to understand what the birds said to one 
another as they flew through the air, and what the different kinds of animals said. Sulayman 
said: 



(We have been taught the language of birds, and we have been given from everything.) i.e., all 
thingsthat a king needs. 



(This, verily, is an evident grace.) means, ' this is clearly the blessings of Allah upon us. 



(And there were gathered before Sulayman his hosts of Jinn and men, and birds, and they all 
were set in battle order.) means, all of Sulayman's troops of Jinn, men and birds were gathered 
together, and he rode with them in a display of might and glory, with people marching behind 
him, followed by the Jinn, and the birds flying above his head. When it was hot, they would 
shade him with their wings. 



(and they all were set in battle order.) The first and the last of them were brought together, so 
that none of them would step out of place. Mujahid said: "Officials were appointed to keep 
each group in order, and to keep the first and the last together so that no one would step out 
of line -- just as kings do nowadays." 



(Till, when they came to the valley of the ants,) meaning, when Sulayman, the soldiers and the 
army with him crossed the valley of the ants, 



(one of the ants said: "0 ants! Enter your dwellings, lest Sulayman and his armies should crush 
you, while they perceive not.") Sulayman, peace be upon him, understood what the ant said, 



(So he smiled, amused at her speech and said: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I 
may be grateful for Your favors which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I 
may do righteous good deeds that will please You, ) meaning: ' inspire me to give thanks for 
the blessings that You have bestowed upon me by teaching me to understand what the birds 
and animals say, and the blessings that You have bestowed upon my parents by making them 
Muslims who believe in You.' 



(and that I may do righteous good deeds that will please You,) means, 'deeds that You love 
which will earn Your pleasure.' 



(and admit me by Your mercy among Your righteous servants.) means, 'when You cause me to 
die, then join me with the righteous among Your servants, and the Higher Companion among 
Your close friends.' 



(20. He inspected the birds, and said: "What is the matter that I see not the hoopoe Or is he 
among the absentees") (21. "I will surely punish him with a severe torment or slaughter him, 
unless he brings me a clear reason.") 



The Absence of the Hoopoe 

Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and others narrated from Ibn ' Abbas and others that the hoopoe was 
an expert who used to show Sulayman where water was if he was out in open land and needed 
water. The hoopoe would look for water for him in the various strata of the earth, just as a 
man looks at things on the surface of the earth, and he would know just how far below the 
surface the water was. When the hoopoe showed him where the water was, Sulayman would 
command the Jinn to dig in that place until they brought water from the depths of the earth. 
One day Sulayman went to some open land and checked on the birds, but he could not see the 
hoopoe. 



(and (Sulayman) said: "What is the matter that I see not the hoopoe Or is he among the 
absentees") One day 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas told a similar story, and among the people was a 
man from the Khawarij whose name was Nafi' bin Al-Azraq, who often used to raise objections 
to Ibn 'Abbas. He said to him, "Stop, Ibn 'Abbas; you will be defeated (in argument) today!" 
Ibn 'Abbas said: "Why" Nafi' said: "You are telling us that the hoopoe can see water beneath 
the ground, but any boy can put seed in a trap and cover the trap with dirt, and the hoopoe 
will come and take the seed, so the boy can catch him in the trap." Ibn 'Abbas said, "If it was 
not for the fact that this man would go and tell others that he had defeated Ibn 'Abbas in 
argument, I would not even answer." Then he said to Nafi' : "Woe to you! When the decree 
strikes a person, his eyes become blind and he loses all caution." Nafi' said: "By Allah I will 
never dispute with you concerning anything in the Qur'an. " 



(I will surely punish him with a severe torment) Al-A' mash said, narrating from Al-Minhal bin 
'Amr from Sa' id that Ibn 'Abbas said: "He meant, by plucking his feathers." 'Abdullah bin 
Shaddad said: "By plucking his feathers and exposing him to the sun." This was also the view of 
more than one of the Salaf , that it means plucking his feathers and leaving him exposed to be 
eaten by ants. 



(or slaughter him,) means, killing him. 



(unless he brings me a clear reason.) i.e., a valid excuse. Sufyan bin " Uyaynah and 'Abdullah 
bin Shaddad said: "When the hoopoe came back, the other birds said to him: "What kept you 
Sulayman has vowed to shed your blood." The hoopoe said: "Did he make any exception did he 
say x unless' " They said, "Yes, he said: 



(I will surely punish him with a severe torment or slaughter him, unless he brings me a clear 
reason.) The hoopoe said, "Then I am saved." 



(22. But (the hoopoe) stayed not long, he said: "I have grasped which you have not grasped and 
I have come to you from Saba' with true news.") (23. "I found a woman ruling over them, she 
has been given all things, and she has a great throne.") (24. "I found her and her people 
worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made their deeds fair seeming to them 
to prevent them from the way, so they have no guidance.") (25. So they do not prostrate 
themselves before Allah, Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and 



knows what you conceal and what you reveal.) (26. Allah, La ilaha ilia Huwa, the Lord of the 
Supreme Throne!") 

How the Hoopoe came before Sulayman and told Him about Saba' 

Allah says: 



(But (the hoopoe) stayed not long,) meaning, he was absent for only a short time. Then he 
came and said to Sulayman: 



(I have grasped which you have not grasped) meaning, ' I have come to know something that 
you and your troops do not know.' 



(and I have come to you from Saba' with true news.) meaning, with true and certain news. 
Saba' (Sheba) refersto Himyar, they were a dynasty in Yemen. Then the hoopoe said: 



(I found a woman ruling over them,) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "This is Bilqis bint Sharahil, the 
queen of Saba'." Allah's saying: 



(she has been given all things,) means, all the conveniences of this world that a powerful 
monarch could need. 



(and she has a great throne.) meaning, a tremendous chair adorned with gold and different 
kinds of jewels and pearls. The historians said, "Thisthrone was in a great, strong palace which 
was high and firmly constructed. In it there were three hundred and sixty windows on the east 
side, and a similar number on the west, and it was constructed in such a way that each day 
when the sun rose it would shine through one window, and when it set it would shine through 
the opposite window. And the people used to prostrate to the sun morning and evening. This is 
why the hoopoe said: 



(I found her and her people worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made their 
deeds fair seeming to them, and has prevented them from the way,) meaning, from the way of 
truth, 



(so they have no guidance.) Allah's saying: 



(and Shaytan has made their deeds fair seeming to them, and has prevented them from the 
way, so they have no guidance, so they do not prostrate themselves before Allah.) They do not 
know the way of truth, prostrating only before Allah alone and not before anything that He has 
created, whether heavenly bodies or anything else. This is like the Ayah: 



(And from among His signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon. Prostrate 
yourselves not to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who created them, 
if you indeed worship Him.) (41:37) 



(Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the earth,) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn " Abbas said: "He knows everything that is hidden in the heavens and on earth." This 
was also the view of ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and others. His saying: 



(and knows what you conceal and what you reveal.) means, He knows what His servants say and 
do in secret, and what they say and do openly. This is like the Ayah: 



(It is the same whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, whether he be hid 
by night or goes forth freely by day) (13:10). His saying: 



(Allah, La ilaha ilia Huwa, the Lord of the Supreme Throne!) means, He is the One to be called 
upon, Allah, He is the One other than Whom there is no god, the Lord of the Supreme Throne, 
and there is none greater than Him in all of creation. Since the hoopoe was calling to what is 
good, and for people to worship and prostrate to Allah alone, it would have been forbidden to 
kill him. Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet forbade killing four kinds of animals: ants, bees, 
hoopoes and the sparrow hawks. Its chain of narration isSahih. 



(27. (Sulayman) said: "We shall see whether you speak the truth or you are (one) of the liars.") 
r(28. "Go you with this letter of mine and deliver it to them, then draw back from them and 
see what they return.") (29. She said: "0 chiefs! Verily, here is delivered to me a noble letter, 
") (30. "Verily, it is from Sulayman, and it (reads): ' In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful;') (31. 'Be you not exalted against me, but come to me submitting (as 
Muslims)."') 



Sulayman's Letter to Bilqis 



Allah tells us what Sulayman said to the hoopoe when he told him about the people of Saba' 
and their queen: 



((Sulayman) said: "We shall see whether you speak the truth or you are (one) of the liars.") 
meaning, " are you telling the truth' 



(or you are (one) of the liars.) meaning, 'or are you telling a lie in order to save yourself from 
the threat I made against you' 



(Go you with this letter of mine and deliver it to them then draw back from them and see what 
they return.) Sulayman wrote a letter to Bilqis and her people and gave it to the hoopoe to 
deliver. It was said that he carried it on his wings, as is the way with birds, or that he carried it 
in his beak. He went to their land and found the palace of Bilqis, then he went to her private 
chambers and threw the letter through a small window, then he stepped to one side out of 
good manners. Bilqis was amazed and confused when she saw that, then she went and picked 
up the letter, opened its seal and read it. The letter said: 



(it is from Sulayman, and it (reads): 'In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful; Be you not exalted against me, but come to me submitting (as Muslims).') So she 
gathered her commanders and ministers and the leaders of her land, and said to them: 



("0 chiefs! Verily, here is delivered to me a noble letter.") She described it as such because of 
the wondrous things she had seen, that it was delivered by a bird who threw it to her, then 
stood aside out of good manners. This was something that no king could do. Then she read the 
letter to them: 



(Verily, it is from Sulayman, and it (reads): 'In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful; Be you not exalted against me, but come to me submitting (as Muslims).') Thus they 
knew that it was from Allah's Prophet Sulayman, upon him be peace, and that they could not 
match him. This letter wasthe utmost in brevity and eloquence, coming straight to the point. 



(Be you not exalted against me,) Qatadah said: "Do not be arrogant with me. 



(but come to me submitting (as Muslims). )" ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: "Do not 
refuse or be too arrogant to come to me 



(but come to me submitting (as Muslims). 



(32. She said: "0 chiefs! Advise me in case of mine. I decide no case till you are present with 
me.") (33. They said: "We have great strength, and great ability for war, but it is for you to 
command; so think over what you will command.") (34. She said: "Verily, kings, when they 
enter a town, they destroy it and make the most honorable among its people the lowest. And 



thus they do.") (35. "But verily, I am going to send him a present, and see with what (answer) 
the messengers return.") 



Bilqis consults with Her Chiefs 

When she read Sulayman's letter to them and consulted with them about this news, she said: 



("0 chiefs! Advise me in (this) case of mine. I decide no case till you are present with me.") 
meaning, ' until you come together and offer me your advice.' 



(They said: "We have great strength, and great ability for war...") They reminded her of their 
great numbers, preparedness and strength, then they referred the matter to her and said: 



(but it is for you to command; so think over what you will command.) meaning, ' we have the 
power and strength, if you want to go to him and fight him.' The matter is yours to decide, so 
instruct us as you see fit and we will obey. I bn ' Abbas said: "Bilqis said: 



(Verily, kings, when they enter a town, they destroy it and make the most honorable amongst 
its people the lowest.) And Allah said: 



(And thus they do. ) Then she resorted to peaceful means, seeking a truce and trying to placate 
Sulayman, and said: 



(But verily, I am going to send him a present, and see with what the messengers return.) 
meaning, ~ I will send him a gift befitting for one of his status, and will wait and see what his 
response will be. Perhaps he will accept that and leave us alone, or he will impose a tax which 
we can pay him every year, so that he will not fight us and wage war against us.' Qatadah said: 
"May Allah have mercy on her and be pleased with her -- how wise she was as a Muslim and 
(before that) as an idolator! She understood how gift-giving has a good effect on people." Ibn 
'Abbas and others said: "She said to her people, if he accepts the gift, he is a king, so fight 
him; but if he does not accept it, he is a Prophet, so follow him." 



(36. So, when (the messengers with the gift) came to Sulayman, he said: "Will you help me in 
wealth What Allah has given me is better than that which He has given you! Nay, you rejoice in 
your gift!") (37. "Go back to them. We verily, shall come to them with armies that they cannot 
resist, and we shall drive them out from there in disgrace, and they will be abased.") 



The Gift and the Response of Sulayman 

More than one of the scholars of Tafsir among the Salaf and others stated that she sent him a 
huge gift of gold, jewels, pearls and other things. It is apparent that Sulayman, peace be upon 
him, did not even look at what they brought at all and did not pay any attention to it, but he 
turned away and said, rebuking them: 



("Will you help me in wealth") meaning, ' are you trying to flatter me with wealth so that I will 
leave you alone with your Shirk and your kingdom' 



(What Allah has given me is better than that which He has given you!) means, 'what Allah has 
given to me of power, wealth and troops, is better than that which you have.' 



(Nay, you rejoice in your gift!) means, 'you are the ones who are influenced by gifts and 
presents; we will accept nothing from you except Islam or the sword.' 



(Go back to them) means, with their gift, 



(We verily, shall come to them with armies that they cannot resist,) they have no power to 
match them or resist them. 



(and we shall drive them out from there in disgrace,) 'we shall drive them out in disgrace from 
their land.' 



(and they will be abased.) means, humiliated and expelled. When her messengers came back to 
her with her undelivered gift, and told her what Sulayman said, she and her people paid heed 
and obeyed him. She came to him with her troops in submission and humility, honoring 
Sulayman and intending to follow him in Islam. When Sulayman, peace be upon him, realized 
that they were coming to him, he rejoiced greatly. 



(38. He said: "0 chiefs! Which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me 
surrendering themselves in obedience (as Muslims)") (39. An If r i t from the Jinn said: "I will 



bring it to you before you rise from your place. And verily, I am indeed strong and trustworthy 
for such work.") (40. One with whom was knowledge of the Scripture, said: "I will bring it to 
you within the twinkling of an eye!" Then when he saw it placed before him, he said: "This is by 
the grace of my Lord -- to test me whether I am grateful or ungrateful! And whoever is 
grateful, truly, his gratitude is for himself; and whoever is ungrateful, certainly my Lord is 
Rich, Bountiful.") 

How the Throne of Bilqis was brought in an Instant 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Yazid bin Ruman: "When the messengers returned with 
word of what Sulayman said, she said: * By Allah, I knew he was more than a king, and that we 
have no power to match him, and that we can gain nothing by being stubborn with him. 3d, she 
sent word to him saying: "I am coming to you with the leaders of my people to see what you 
will instruct us to do and what you are calling us to of your religion." Then she issued 
commands that her throne, which was made of gold and inlaid with rubies, chrysolite and 
pearls, should be placed in the innermost of seven rooms, one within the other, and all the 
doors should be locked. Then she told her deputy whom she was leaving in charge, "Take care 
of my people and my throne, and do not let anyone approach it or see it until I come back to 
you." Then she set off to meet Sulayman with twelve thousand of her commanders from the 
leaders of Yemen, under each of whose command were many thousands of men. Sulayman sent 
the Jinn to bring him news of her progress and route every day and night, then when she drew 
near, he gathered together the Jinnsand humans who were under his control and said: 



(0 chiefs! Which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me surrendering 
themselves in obedience (as Muslims))." 



(An ' Ifrit from the Jinn said: ) Mujahid said, "A giant Jinn." Abu Salih said, "It was as if he was a 
mountain." 



(I will bring it to you before you rise from your place.) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "Before you get up from where you are sitting." As-Suddi and others said: "He used to 
sit to pass judgements and rulings over the people, and to eat, from the beginning of the day 
until noon." 



(And verily, I am indeed strong and trustworthy for such work.) Ibn ' Abbas said: "9rong enough 
to carry it and trustworthy with the jewels it contains. Sulayman, upon him be peace, said, "I 
want it faster than that." From this it seems that Sulayman wanted to bring this throne as a 



demonstration of the greatness of the power and authority that Allah had bestowed upon him 
and the troops that He had subjugated to him. Power such as had never been given to anyone 
else, before or since, so that this would furnish proof of his prophet hood before Bilqis and her 
people, because this would be a great and wondrous thing, if he brought her throne as if he 
were in her country, before they could come to it, although it was hidden and protected by so 
many locked doors. When Sulayman said, "I want it faster than that, 



(One with whom was knowledge of the Scripture said: ) Ibn " Abbas said, "This was Asif, the 
scribe of Sulayman." It was also narrated by Muhammad bin Ishaq from Yazid bin Ruman that he 
was Asif bin Barkhiya' and he was a truthful believer who knew the Greatest Name of Allah. 
Qatadah said: "He was a believer among the humans, and his name was Asif." 



(I will bring it to you within the twinkling of an eye!) Meaning, lift your gaze and look as far as 
you can, and before you get tired and blink, you will find it before you. Then he got up, 
performed ablution and prayed to Allah, may He be exalted. Mujahid said: "He said, Owner of 
majesty and honor." When Sulayman and his chiefs saw it before them, 



(he said: "This is by the grace of my Lord...") meaning, "this is one of the blessings which Allah 
has bestowed upon me.' 



(to test whether I am grateful or ungrateful! And whoever is grateful, truly, his gratitude is for 
himself;) This is like the Ayat: 



(Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself; and whosoever does evil, it is against 
himself.) (41:46) 



(and whosoever does righteous good deed, then such will prepare a good place for themselves.) 
(30:44). 



(and whoever is ungrateful, certainly my Lord is Rich, Bountiful.) He has no need of His 
servants or their worship. 



(Bountiful) He is Bountiful in and of Himself, even if no one were to worship Him. His greatness 
does not depend on anyone. This is like what Musa said: p 



(If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich, Owner of all praise.) 
(14:8). It is recorded in Sahih Muslim: 

: » 



« 

(Allah, may He be exalted, says: "0 My servants, if the first of you and the last of you, mankind 
and Jinn alike, were all to be as pious as the most pious among you, that would not add to My 
dominion in the slightest. My servants, if the first of you and the last of you, mankind and 
Jinn alike, were all to be as evil as the most evil one among you, that would not detract from 
My dominion in the slightest. My servants, these are deeds which I am recording for you, and 
I will judge you according to them, so whoever finds something good, let him praise Allah, and 
whoever finds otherwise, let him blame no one but himself.") 



(41. He said: "Disguise her throne for her that we may see whether she will be guided, or she 
will be one of those not guided.") (42. So when she came, it was said, "Is your throne like this" 
She said: "As though it were the very same." And he said, "Knowledge was bestowed on us 
before her, and we had submitted to Allah (as Muslims).") (43. And Saddaha that which she 
used to worship besides Allah has prevented her (from Islam), for she was of a disbelieving 
people.) (44. It was said to her: "Enter As- Sarh," but when she saw it, she thought it was a pool, 
and she (tucked up her clothes) uncovering her legs. Sulayman said: "Verily, it is a Sarh 
Mumarrad of Qawarir." She said: "My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, and I submit, 
together with Sulayman to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.") 



The Test of Bilqis 

When Sulayman brought the throne of Bilqis before she and her people arrived, he issued 
orders that some of its features should be altered, so that he could test her and see whether 
she recognized it and how composed she would be when she saw it. Would she hasten to say 
either that it was her throne or that it was not So he said: 



(Disguise her throne for her that we may see whether she will be guided, or she will be one of 
those not guided.) Ibn 'Abbas said: "Remove some of its adornments and parts." Mujahid said: 



"He issued orders that it should be changed, so whatever was red should be made yellow and 
vice versa, and whatever was green should be made red, so everything was altered." ' Ikrimah 
said, "They added some things and took some things away." Qatadah said, "It was turned upside 
down and back to front, and some things were added and some things were taken away." 



(So when she came, it was said: "Is your throne like this") Her throne, which had been altered 
and disguised, with some things added and others taken away, was shown to her. She was wise 
and steadfast, intelligent and strong-willed. She did not hasten to say that this was her throne, 
because it was far away from her. Neither did she hasten to say that it was not her throne, 
when she saw that some things had been altered and changed. She said, 



((It is) asthough it were the very same. ) This isthe ultimate in intelligence and strong resolve. 



(Knowledge was bestowed on us before her, and we had submitted to Allah.) Mujahid said, 
"This was spoken by Sulayman." 



(And Saddaha that which she used to worship besides Allah has prevented her, for she was of a 
disbelieving people.) This is a continuation of the words of Sulayman -- according to the 
opinion of Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr, may Allah be pleased with them both -- i.e., Sulayman 
said: 



(Knowledge was bestowed on us before her, and we had submitted to Allah.) and what stopped 
her from worshipping Allah alone was 



(that which she used to worship besides Allah, for she was of a disbelieving people.) What 
Mujahid and Sa' id said is good; it was also the view of Ibn Jarir. Then Ibn Jarir said, "It could 
be t hat t he subj ect of t he verb. 



(And Saddaha) refers to Sulayman or to Allah, so that the phrase now means: 



(She would not worship anything over than Allah.) 



(for she was of a disbelieving people.) I say: the opinion of Mujahid is supported by the fact 
that she declared her Islam after she entered the Sarh, as we shall see below. 



(It was said to her: "Enter As- Sarh" but when she saw it, she thought it was a pool, and she 
(tucked up her clothes) uncovering her legs.) Sulayman had commanded the Shayatin to build 
for her a huge palace of glass beneath which water was flowing. Anyone who did not know the 
nature of the building would think that it was water, but in fact there was a layer of glass 
between a person walking and the water. 



Verily, it is a Sarh Mumarrad of Qawarir Sarh means a palace or any 

lofty construction. 

Allah says of Fir" awn -- may Allah curse him -- that he said to his minister Haman: 



(Build me a Sarh that I may arrive at the ways.) (40:36-37) Sarh is also used to refer to the high 
constructed palaces in Yemen. Mumarrad means sturdily constructed and smooth. 



(of Qawarir) means, made of glass, i.e., it was built with smooth surfaces. Marid is a fortress in 
Dawmat Al-Jandal. What is meant here is that Sulayman built a huge, lofty palace of glass for 
this queen, in order to show her the greatness of his authority and power. When she saw for 
herself what Allah had given him and how majestic his position was, she submitted to the 
command of Allah and acknowledged that he was a noble Prophet, so she submitted to Allah 
and said: 



(My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself,) meaning, by her previous disbelief and Shirk and by 
the fact that she and her people had worshipped the sun instead of Allah. 



(and I submit, together with Sulayman to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) meaning, following 
the religion of Sulayman, worshipping Allah alone with no partner or associate, Who created 
everything and measured it exactly according to its due measurements. 



(45. And indeed We sent to Thamud their brother Salih, (saying): "Worship Allah." Then look! 
They became two parties quarreling with each other.) (46. He said: "0 my people! Why do you 
seek to hasten the evil before the good Why seek you not the forgiveness of Allah, that you 
may receive mercy") (47. They said: "We augur an omen from you and those with you." He said: 
"Your omen is of Allah; nay, but you are a people that are being tested.") 



Salih and Thamud 

Allah tells us about Thamud and how they responded to their Prophet Salih, when Allah sent 
him to call them to worship Allah alone, with no partner or associate. 



(Then look! They became two parties quarreling with each other.) Mujahid said, "These were 
believers and disbelievers." This is like the Ayah, 



(The leaders of those who were arrogant among his people said to those who were counted 
weak -- to such of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one sent from his Lord." They said: 
"We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent." Those who were arrogant said: 
"Verily, we disbelieve in that which you believe in.") (7:75-76) 



(He said: "0 my people! Why do you seek to hasten the evil before the good") meaning, 'why 
are you praying for the punishment to come, and not asking Allah for His mercy' Then he said: 



("Why seek you not the forgiveness of Allah, that you may receive mercy" They said: "We augur 
an omen from you and those with you.") This means: "We do not see any good in your face and 
the faces of those who are following you." Snce they were doomed, whenever anything bad 
happened to any of them they would say, "This is because of Salih and his companions." 
Mujahid said, "They regarded them as bad omens." This is similar to what Allah said about the 
people of Fir" awn: 



(But whenever good came to them, they said: "Ours is t his. " And if evil afflicted them, they saw 
it as an omen about Musa and those with him) (7:131). And Allah says: 



(And if some good reaches them, they say, "This is from Allah," but if some evil befalls them, 
they say, "This is from you." Say: "All things are from Allah.") (4:78) i.e., by virtue of His will 
and decree. And Allah tells us about the dwellers of the town, when the Messengers came to 
them: 



(They (people) said: "For us, we see an omen from you; if you cease not, we will surely stone 
you, and a painful torment will touch you from us." They (Messengers) said: "Your omens are 
with yourselves!) (36:18) And these people Thamud said: 



("We augur an omen from you and those with you." He said: "Your omen is of Allah;) meaning, 
Allah will punish you for that. 



(nay, but you are a people that are being tested.) Qatadah said: "You are being tested to see 
whether you will obey or disobey." The apparent meaning of the phrase 



(are being tested) is: you will be left to get carried away in your state of misguidance. 



(48. And there were in the city nine Rahtin, who made mischief in the land, and would not 
reform.) (49. They said: "Swear one to another by Allah that we shall make a secret night 
attack on him and his household, and thereafter we will surely say to his near relatives: 'We 
witnessed not the destruction of his household, and verily, we are telling the truth.'") (50. So, 
they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not.) (51 . Then see how was 
the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation all together.) (52. These are 
their houses in utter ruin, for they did wrong. Verily, in this is indeed an Ayah for people who 
know.) (53. And We saved those who believed, and had Taqwa of Allah.) 

The Plot of the Mischief- Makers and the End of the People of 

Thamud 

Allah tells us about the evildoers of Thamud and their leaders who used to call their people to 
misguidance and disbelief, and to deny Salih. Eventually they killed the she-camel and were 
about to kill Salih too. They plotted to let him sleep with his family at night, then they would 
assassinate him and tell his relatives that they knew nothing about what happened to him, and 
that they were telling the truth because none of them had seen anything. Allah says: 



(And there were in the city) meaning, in the city of Thamud, 



(nine Raht,) meaning, nine people, 



(who made mischief in the land, and would not reform.) They forced their opinions on the 
people of Thamud, because they were the leaders and chiefs. Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "These were the people who killed the she-camel," Meaning, that happened upon 
their instigation, may Allah curse them. Allah says: 



(But they called their comrade and he took (a sword) and killed (the she-camel). ) (54:29) 



(When the most wicked man among them went forth (to kill the she-camel).) (91:12) ' Abdur- 
Razzaq said that Yahya bin Rabr ah As- San' ani told them, "I heard ' Ata' - i.e. Ibn Abi Rabah -- 
say: 



(And there were in the city nine Raht, who made mischief in the land, and would not reform.) 
'They used to break silver coins."' They would break off pieces from them, as if they used to 
trade with them in terms of numbers as opposed to weight , as the Arabs used to do. Imam 
Malik narrated from Yahya bin Sa' id that Sa id bin Al-Musayyib said: "Cutting gold and silver 
(coins) is part of spreading corruption on earth." What is meant is that the nature of these evil 
disbelievers was to spread corruption on earth by every means possible, one of which was that 
mentioned by these Imams. 



(They said: "S/vear one to another by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack on him and 
his household...") They took a mutual oath, pledging that during the night, whoever met the 
Allah's Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, he would assassinate him. But Allah planned against 
them and caused their plot to backfire. Mujahid said, "They took a mutual oath pledging to kill 
him, but before they could reach him, they and their people were all destroyed." ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Abi Hatim said: "When they killed the she-camel, Salih said to them: 



("Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a promise (i.e., a threat) that will not 
be belied.") (11:65). They said: x Salih claims that he will finish with us in three days, but we 
will finish him and his family before the three days are over.' Salih had a place of worship in a 
rocky tract in a valley, where he used to pray. So they set out to go to a cave there one night, 
and said, 'When he comes to pray, we will kill him, then we will return. When we have 
finished him off, we will go to his family and finish them off too.' Then Allah sent down a rock 
upon them from the mountains round about; they feared that it would crush them, so they ran 
into the cave and the rock covered the mouth of the cave while they were inside. Their people 
did not know where they were or what had happened to them. So Allah punished some of them 
here, and some of them there, and He saved Salih and the people who were with him. Then he 
recited: 



(So, they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then see how was 
the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation, all together. These are their 
houses in utter ruin,) i.e., deserted." 



(for they did wrong. Verily, in this is indeed an Ayah for people who know. And We saved those 
who believed, and had Taqwa of Allah.) 



(54. And (remember) Lut! When he said to his people: "Do you commit immoral sins while you 
see") (55. "Do you practice your lusts on men instead of women Nay, but you are a people who 
behave senselessly.") (56. There was no other answer given by his people except that they said: 
"Drive out the family of Lut from your city. Verily, these are men who want to be clean and 
pure!") (57. 3d, We saved him and his family, except his wife. We destined her to be of those 
who remained behind. ) (58. And We rained down on them a rain. So, evil was the rain of those 
who were warned.) 



Lut and His People 

Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Lut, peace be upon him, and how he warned his 
people of Allah's punishment for committing an act of immorality which no human ever 
committed before them -- intercourse with males instead of females. This is a major sin, 
whereby men are satisfied with men and women are with women (i.e., homosexuality). Lut 
said: 



(Do you commit immoral sins while you see) meaning, ' while you see one another, and you 
practice every kind of evil in your meetings.' 



(Do you practice your lusts on men instead of women Nay, but you are a people who behave 
senselessly.) means, 'you do not know anything of what is natural or what is prescribed by 
Allah.' This is like the Ayah: 



(Go you in unto the males of mankind, and leave those whom Allah has created for you to be 
your wives Nay, you are a trespassing people!) (26:165-166) 



(There was no other answer given by his people except that they said: "Drive out the family of 
Lut from your city. Verily, these are men who want to be clean and pure!") means, Mhey feel 
embarrassed because of the deeds you are doing, and because you approve of your actions, so 
expel them from among yourselves, for they are not fit to live among you in your city.' 3d, the 
people resolved to do that, and Allah destroyed them, and a similar end awaits the 
disbelievers. Allah says: 



(So, We saved him and his family, except his wife. We destined her to be of those who 
remained behind.) meaning, she was one of those who were destroyed, with her people, 
because she was a helper to what they did and she approved of their evil deeds. She told them 
about the guests of Lut so that they could come to them. She did not do the evil deeds herself, 
which was because of the honor of the Lut and not because of any honor on her part. 



(And We rained down on them a rain.) means; stones of Sjjil, in a well-arranged manner one 
after another. Marked from your Lord; and they are not ever far from the evildoers. Allah said: 



(So, evil was the rain of those who were warned.) meaning, those against whom proof was 
established and whom the warning reached, but they went against the Messenger and denied 
him, and resolved to drive him out from among them. 



(59. Say : "Praise and thanks be to Allah, and peace be on His servants whom He has chosen! Is 
Allah better, or what they ascribe as partners") (60. Is not He Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and sends down for you water from the sky, whereby We cause to grow wonderful 
gardens full of beauty and delight It is not in your ability to cause the growth of their trees. Is 
there any god with Allah Nay, but they are a people who ascribe equals!) 



The Command to praise Allah and send Blessings on His Messengers 

Allah commands His Messenger to say: 



(Praise and thanks be to Allah,) meaning, for His innumerable blessings upon His servants and 
for His exalted Attributes and most beautiful Names. And He commands him to send peace 
upon the servants of Allah whom He chose and selected, i.e., His noble Messengers and 
Prophets, may the best of peace and blessings from Allah be upon them. This was the view of 
" Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others; the meaning of the servantsHe has chose isthe 
Prophets. He said, "This like He said in the Ayah; 



(Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of honor and power! (He is free) from what they attribute 
unto Him! And peace be on the Messengers! And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of 
all that exists.) (37:180-182)." Ath-Thawri and As-Suddi said, "This refers to the Companions of 
Muhammad , may Allah be pleased with them all." Something similar was also narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas, and there is no contradiction between the two views, because they were also among 
the servants of Allah whom He had chosen, although the description is more befitting of the 
Prophets. 



(Is Allah better, or what they ascribe as partners (to Him)) This is a question aimed at 
denouncing the idolators for their worship of other gods besides Allah. Some more Proofs of 
Tawhid Then Allah begins to explain that He is the Only One Who creates, provides and 
controls, as He says: 



(Is not He Who created the heavens) meaning, He created those heavens which are so high and 
serene, with their shining stars and revolving planets. And He created the earth, with its 
varying heights and densities, and He created everything in it, mountains, hills, plains, rugged 
terrain, wildernesses, crops, trees, fruits, seas and animals of all different kinds and colors and 
shapes, etc. 



(and sends down for you water from the sky,) means, He sends it as a provision for His 
servants, 



(whereby We cause to grow wonderful gardens full of beauty and delight) means, beautiful and 
delightful to behold. 



(It is not in your ability to cause the growth of their trees.) meaning, 'you are not able to 
cause their trees to grow. The One Who is able to do that is the Creator and Provider, Who is 
doing all this Alone and Independent of any idol and other rival.' The idolators themselves 
admitted this, as Allah says in another Ayah: 



(And if you ask them: "Who has created them" they will certainly say: "Allah.") (31:25) 



(And if you were to ask them: "Who sends down water from the sky, and gives life therewith to 
the earth after its death" they will surely reply: "Allah.") (29:63) Meaning they will admit that 
He is the One Who does all these things, Alone, with no partner or associate, but then they 
worship others alongside Him, others who they admit cannot create or provide anything. But 
the Only One Who deserves to be worshipped is the Only One Who can create and provide, 
Allah says: 



(Is there any god with Allah) meaning, 'is there any god that can be worshipped alongside 
Allah, when it is clear to you and anyone who with reason that He is the Creator and Provider, 
as you yourselves admit' Then Allah says: 



(Nay, but they are a people who ascribe equals (to Him)!) meaning, they describe others as 
being equal and comparable to Allah. 



(61 . Is not He Who has made the earth as a fixed abode, and has placed rivers in its midst, and 
has placed firm mountains therein, and has set a barrier between the two seas (of salt and 
sweet water) Isthere any ilah (god) with Allah Nay, but most of them know not!) Allah says: 



(Is not He Who has made the earth as a fixed abode,) meaning, stable and stationary, so that it 
does not move or convulse, because if it were to do so, it would not be a good place for people 
to live on. But by His grace and mercy, He has made it smooth and calm, and it is not shaken or 
moved. This is like the Ayah, 



(Allah, Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy) (40:64). 



(and has placed rivers in its midst,) means, He has placed rivers which are fresh and sweet, 
cutting through the earth, and He has made them of different types, large rivers, small rivers 
and some in between. He has caused them to flow in all directions, east, west, south, north, 
according to the needs of mankind in different areas and regions, as He has created them 
throughout the world and sends them their provision according to their needs. 



(and has placed firm mountains therein, ) means, high mountains which stabilize the earth and 
make it steadfast, so that it does not shake. 



(and has set a barrier between the two seas) means, He has placed a barrier between the fresh 
water and the salt water, to prevent them from mixing lest they corrupt one another. Divine 
wisdom dictates that each of them should stay as it is meant to be. The sweet water is that 
which flows in rivers among mankind, and it is meant to be fresh and palatable so that it may 



be used to water animals and plants and fruits. The salt water is that which surrounds the 
continents on all sides, and its water is meant to be salty and undrinkable lest the air be 
corrupted by its smell, as Allah says: 



(And it is He Who has let free the two seas, this is palatable and sweet, and that is salty and 
bitter; and He has set a barrier and a complete partition between them.) (25:53) Allah says: 



(Is there any god with Allah) meaning, any god who could do this, or who deserves to be 
worshipped Both meanings are indicated by the context. 



(Nay, but most of them know not!) means, in that they worship othersthan Allah. 



(62. Is not He Who responds to the distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes the 
evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after generations Is there any god with 
Allah Little is that you remember!) Allah points out that He is the One upon Whom people call 
in times of difficulty, and He is the One to Whom they turn when calamity strikes, as He says 
elsewhere: 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him) (17:67), 



(Then, when harm touches you, unto Him you cry aloud for help) (16:53). Smilarly, Allah says 
here: 



(Is not He Who respondsto the distressed one, when he callson Him,) meaning, Who isthe only 
One to Whom the person in desperate need turns, and the only One Who can relieve those who 
are stricken by harm Imam Ahmad reported that a man of Balhajim said: "0 Messenger of Allah, 
what are you calling for" He said: 

» 



« 

(I am calling people to Allah Alone, the One Who, if you call on Him when harm befalls you, 
will relieve you; and when you are lost in the wilderness, you call on Him and He brings you 
back: and when drought (famine) strikes, you call on Him and He makes your crops grow.) He 
said: "Advise me." He said: 



» 



« 



(Do not slander anyone and do not think of any good deed as insignificant, even if it is only 
meeting your brother with a cheerful face or emptying your vessel into the vessel of one who is 
asking for water. Wear your lower garment at mid-calf length, or -- if you insist -- let it reach 



your ankles, and beware of lowering the garment below the ankles along the ground, for it is a 
form of showing-off , and Allah does not like showing-off .) 



The Story of a Mujahid who fought for the sake of Allah 

In his biography of Fatimah bint Al-Hasan Umm Ahmad Al-' Ajaliyyah, Al-Hafiz bin ' Asakir 
reported that she said: "One day the disbelievers defeated the Muslims in a battle. There was a 
good horse which belonged to a rich man who was also righteous. The horse just stood there, 
so its owner said, ' What is the matter with you Woe to you! I was only preparing you for a day 
such as this.' The horse said to him: " How can you expect me not to perform badly, when you 
delegated my feeding to the grooms, and they mistreated me and only fed me a little' The man 
said, ' I make you a promise before Allah that from this day on, only I will feed you from my 
own lap.' So the horse began to run, and his owner was saved, and after that he only ever fed 
the horse from his own lap. This story became well known among the people, and they started 
to come to him to hear the story from his own lips. News of this reached the king of Byzantium, 
and he said: 'A city where this man is, will be kept safe from harm.' He wanted to bring the 
man to his own city, so he sent an apostate (a man who had left Islam) who was living in his 
city to go to him, and when he reached him, he pretended that his intentions towards Islam 
and its followers were good, so the Mujahid trusted him. One day they went out walking along 
the shore, but the apostate made a pact with another person, a follower of the Byzantine king, 
to come and help him take the Mujahid prisoner. When they made their move, he lifted his 
gaze to the sky and said, " O Allah! He has deceived me by swearing in Your Name, so protect 
me in whatever way You will.' Then two wild animals came out and seized them, and the 
Mujahid came back safe and sound. "The Inheritance of the Earth 



(and makes you inheritors of the earth,) means, each generation inherits from the generation 
that came before them, one after the other, as Allah says: 



(if He wills, He can destroy you, and in your place make whom He wills as your successors, as 
He raised you from the seed of other people) (6:133), 



(And it is He Who has made you generations coming after generations, replacing each other on 
the earth. And He has raised you in ranks, some above others) (6:165), 



(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going to place generations 
after generations on earth.") (2:30) meaning, people who will come after one another, as we 
have already stated. Allah's saying: 



(and makes you inheritors of the earth,) means, nation after nation, generation after 
generation, people after people. If He had willed, He could have created them all at one time, 
and not made some of them the offspring of others. If He had willed, He could have created 
them all together, as He created Adam from dust. If He had willed, He could have made some 
of them the offspring of others, but not caused any of them to die until they all died at one 
time; in this case the earth would have become constricted for them and it would be too 
difficult for them to live and earn a living, and they would have caused inconvenience and 
harm to one another. But His wisdom and decree ruled that they should be created from one 
soul, then their numbers should be greatly increased, so He created them on the earth and 
made them generation after generation, nation after nation, until their time will come to an 
end and there will be no one left on earth, as Allah has decreed and as He has completely 
counted out their numbers. Then the Resurrection will come to pass, and each person will be 
rewarded or punished according to his deeds. Allah says: 



(Is not He Who responds to the distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes the 
evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after generations Is there any god with 
Allah) meaning, is there anyone else able to do that, or a god with Allah worth worshipping -- 
while you know that He isthe only one who can do that, having no partners 



(Little is that you remember!) meaning, how little they think about that which would guide 
them to the truth and show them the straight path. 



(63. Is not He Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea, and Who sends the winds 
as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy Is there any god with Allah Exalted be Allah 
above all that they associate as partners!) Allah says, 



(Is not He Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea,) meaning, by means of what 
He has created of heavenly and earthly signposts. This is like the Ayah, 



(And landmarks and by the stars, they guide themselves.) (16:16) 



(It is He Who has set the stars for you, so that you may guide your course with their help 
t hrough t he darkness of t he I and and t he sea. . . ) (6: 97) 



(and Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy) meaning, ahead of 
the clouds which bring rain, by means of which Allah shows His mercy to His servants who are 
suffering drought and despair. 



(Isthere any god with Allah Exalted be Allah above all that they associate as partners!) 



(64. Is not He Who originates creation, and shall thereafter repeat it, and Who provides for you 
from heaven and earth Is there any god with Allah Say: "Bring forth your proofs, if you are 
truthful.") He is the One Who, by His might and power, originates creation and then repeats it. 
This is like the Ayat: 



(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful. Verily, He it is Who begins and 
repeats.) (85:12-13) 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him.) 
(30:27) 



(and Who provides for you from heaven and earth) with the rain He sends down from the sky 
causing the blessings of the earth to grow, as He says elsewhere: 



(By the sky which gives rain, again and again. And the earth which splits.) (86:11-12) 



(He knows that which goes into the earth and that which comes forth from it, and that which 
descends from the heaven and that which ascends to it) (34:2). Allah, may He be blessed and 
exalted, sends down water from the sky as a blessing, and causes it to penetrate the earth, and 
then come forth as springs. After that, by means of the water He brings forth all kinds of crops, 
fruits and flowers, in all their different forms and colors. 



(Eat and pasture your cattle; verily, in this are signs for men of understanding) (20:54). Allah 
says: 



(Is there any god with Allah) meaning, who did this Or, according to another interpretation: 
after this (who could be worth worship) 



(Say: "Bring forth your proofs, if you are truthful.") Produce the evidence of that. But it is 
known that they have no proof or evidence, as Allah says: 



(And whoever invokes besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof; then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will not be successful.) (23:117) 



(65. Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Unseen except Allah, nor can they 
perceive when they shall be resurrected.") (66. Nay, their knowledge will perceive that in the 
Hereafter. Nay, they are in doubt about it. Nay, they are in complete blindness about it.) 



The One Who knows the Unseen is Allah 

Allah commands His Messenger to inform all of creation that no one among the dwellers of 
heaven and earth knowsthe Unseen, except Allah. 



(except Allah) This is an absolute exception, meaning that no one knows this besides Allah, He 
is alone in that regard, having no partner in that knowledge. This is like the Ayat: 



(And with Him are the keys of the Unseen, none knowsthem but He) (6:59). 



(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain) (31:34). until 
the end of the Surah. And there are many Ayat which mention similar things. 



(nor can they perceive when they shall be resurrected.) That is, the created beings who dwell 
in the heavens and on earth do not know when the Hour will occur, as Allah says: 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all 
of a sudden) (7: 187). meaning, it is a grave matter for the dwellers of heaven and earth. 



(Nay, their knowledge will perceive that in the Hereafter. Nay, they are in doubt about it.) 
means their knowledge and amazement stops short of knowing its time. Other scholars read 
this with the meaning "their knowledge is all the same with regard to that," which reflects the 
meaning of the Hadith in Sahih Muslim which states that the Messenger of Allah said to Jibril, 
when the latter asked him when the Hour would come: s 



« » 

(The one who is being asked about it does not know any more than the one who is asking.) In 
other words, they were both equal in the fact that their knowledge did not extend that far. 



(Nay, they are in doubt about it.) This refers to the disbelievers in general as Allah says 
elsewhere: 



(And they will be set before your Lord in rows, (and Allah will say:) "Now indeed, you have 
come to Us as We created you the first time. Nay, but you thought that We had appointed no 
meeting for you (with Us). ") (18:48) i.e., the disbelievers among you. By the same token, Allah 
says here: 



(Nay, they are in doubt about it.) meaning, they doubt that it will come to pass. 



(Nay, they are in complete blindness about it.) They are blind and completely ignorant about 
it. 



(67. And those who disbelieve say: "When we have become dust -- we and our fathers -- shall 
we really be brought forth") (68. "Indeed we were promised this -- we and our forefathers 
before, verily, these are nothing but tales of ancients.") (69. Say to them: "Travel in the land 
and see how has been the end of the criminals.") (70. And grieve you not over them, nor be 
straitened (in distress) because of what they plot.) 



Scepticism about the Resurrection and Its Refutation 



Allah tells us about the idolators who deny the Resurrection, considering it extremely unlikely 
that bodies will be re-created after they have become bones and dust. Then He says: 



(Indeed we were promised this -- we and our forefathers before,) meaning, "we and our 
forefathers have been hearing this for a long time, but in reality, we have never seen it 
happen.' 



(verily, these are nothing but tales of ancients.) the promises that bodies will be restored are 



(nothing but tales of ancients.) meaning that they were taken by the people who came before 
us from books which were handed down from one to the other, but they have no basis in 
reality. Responding to their thoughts of disbelief and their belief that there would be no 
Resurrection, Allah said, 



(Say) ' Muhammad, to these people, 



(Travel in the land and see how has been the end of the criminals. ) meaning, those who 
denied the Messengers and their message of the Resurrection and other matters. See how the 
punishment and vengeance of Allah struck them and how Allah saved from among them the 
noble Messengers and the believers who followed them. This will be an indication of the truth 
of the Message brought by the Messengers. Then, to comfort the Prophet , Allah says: 



(And grieve you not over them,) meaning, 'but do not feel sorry for them or kill yourself with 
regret for them,' 



(nor be straitened because of what they plot.) means, 'because they plot against you and 
reject what you have brought, for Allah will help and support you, and cause your religion to 
prevail over those who oppose you and stubbornly resist you in the east and in the west.' 



(71. And they say: "When this promise, if you are truthful") (72. Say: "Perhaps that which you 
wish to hasten on, may be close behind you.") (73. Verily, your Lord is full of grace for 
mankind, yet most of them do not give thanks.) (74. And verily, your Lord knows what their 
breasts conceal and what they reveal.) (75. And there is nothing hidden in the heaven and the 
earth but it is in a Clear Book.) Allah tells us about how the idolators asked about the Day of 
Resurrection, but thought it unlikely that it would ever come to pass. 



(And they say: "When (will) this promise (be fulfilled), if you are truthful") Allah said, 
responding to them: 



(Say) ' Muhammad, 



(Perhaps that which you wish to hasten on, may be close behind you.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "That 
which you wish to hasten on has come close to you, or some of it has come close." This was also 
the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, ' Ata Al-Khurasani, Qatadah and As-Suddi. This is also what is 
meant in the Ayat: 



( And t hey say: "When will that be" Say: "Perhaps it is near!") (17:51) 



(They ask you to hasten on the torment. And verily, Hell, of a surety, will encompass the 
disbelievers) (29:54). 



(may be close behind you.) means, it is being hastened for you. This was reported from 
Mujahid. Then Allah says: 



(Verily, your Lord is full of grace for mankind,) meaning, He abundantly bestows His blessings 
on them even though they wrong themselves, yet despite that they do not give thanks for those 
blessings, except for a few of them. 



(And verily, your Lord knows what their breasts conceal and what they reveal.) means, He 
knows what is hidden in their hearts just as He knows what is easily visible. 



(It isthe same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly) (13:10), 



(He knowsthe secret and that which isyet more hidden) (20: 7), 



(Surely, even when they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what they conceal 
and what they reveal) (11:5). Then Allah tells us that He is the Knower of the unseen in the 
heavens and on earth, and that He isthe Knower of the unseen and the seen, i.e., that which is 
unseen by His servants and that which they can see. And Allah says: 



(and there is nothing hidden) Ibn ' Abbas said, "This means, there is nothing 



(in the heaven and the earth but it is in a Clear Book.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and on the earth Verily, it is (all) in 
the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) (22:70) 



(76. Verily, thisQur'an narrates to the Children of Israel most of that in which they differ.) (77. 
And truly, it is a guide and a mercy for the believers.) (78. Verily, your Lord will decide 
between them by His judgement. And He isthe All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.) (79. 3d, put your 
trust in Allah; surely, you are on manifest truth.) (80. Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear 
nor can you make the deaf to hear the call, when they flee, turning their backs.) (81. Nor can 



you lead the blind out of their error. You can only make to hear those who believe in Our Ayat, 
so they submit (became Muslims).) 

The Qur'an tells the Story of the Differences among the Children of 
Israel, and Allah judges between Them 

Allah tells us about His Book and the guidance, proof and criterion between right and wrong 
that it contains. He tells us about the Children of Israel, who were the bearers of the Tawrah 
and Injil. 



(most of that in which they differ.) such as their different opinions about ' Isa. The Jews lied 
about him while the Christians exaggerated in praise for him, so the Qur'an came with the 
moderate word of truth and justice: that he was one of the servants of Allah, and one of His 
noble Prophets and Messengers, may the best of peace and blessings be upon him, as the Qur'an 
says: 



(Such is ' Isa, son of Maryam. (It is) a statement of truth, about which they doubt) (19:34). 



(And truly, it is a guide and a mercy for the believers.) meaning, it is guidance for the hearts of 
those who believe in it, and a mercy to them. Then Allah says: 



(Verily, your Lord will decide between them) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 



(by Hisjudgement. And He isthe All-Mighty,) means, in Hisvengeance, 



(the All-Knowing.) Who knows all that His servants do and say. 



The Command to put One's Trust in Allah and to convey the 

Message 



(So, put your trust in Allah;) in all your affairs, and convey the Message of your Lord. 



(surely, you are on manifest truth.) meaning, you are following manifest truth, even though 
you are opposed by those who oppose you because they are doomed. The Word of your Lord 
has been justified against them, so that they will not believe even if all the signs are brought 
to them. Allah says: 



(Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear) meaning, you cannot cause them to hear anything 
that will benefit them. The same applies to those over whose hearts is a veil and in whose ears 
is deafness of disbelief. Allah says: 



(nor can you make the deaf to hear the call, when they flee, turning their backs. Nor can you 
lead the blind out of their error. You can only make to hear those who believe in Our Ayat, so 
they submit (became Muslims).) meaning, those who have hearing and insight will respond to 
you, those whose hearing and sight are of benefit to their hearts and who are humble towards 
Allah and to the Message that comesto them through the mouths of the Messengers, may peace 
be upon them. 



(82. And when the Word is fulfilled against them, We shall bring out from the earth a beast for 
them, to speak to them because mankind believed not with certainty in Our Ayat.) 



The Emergence of the Beast of the Earth 

This is the beast which will emerge at the end of time, when mankind has become corrupt and 
neglected the commands of Allah and changed the true religion. Then Allah will cause a beast 
to emerge from the earth. It was said that it will be brought from Makkah, or from somewhere 
else, as we shall discuss in detail below, if Allah wills. The beast will speak to people about 
matters. Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, and it was also narrated from 'AM, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that it will speak words, meaning, it will address them. Many Hadiths and 
reports have been narrated about the beast, and we will narrate as many of them as Allah 
enables us to, for He is the One Whose help we seek. Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah 
bin Asid Al-Ghifari said, "The Messenger of Allah came out from his room while we were 
discussing the matter of the Hour. He said: 

: » 



« 



(The Hour will not come until you see ten signs: the rising of the sun from the west; the smoke 
(Ad-Dukhan); emergence of the beast; the emergence of Ya'juj and Ma'juj; the appearance of 
~ Isa bin Maryam, upon him be peace; the Dajjal; and three land cave-ins, one in the west, one 
in the east and one in the Arabian Peninsula; and a Fire which will emerge from the midst of 
Yemen, and will drive or gather the people, stopping with them whenever they stop for the 
night or to rest during the day.)" This was also recorded by Muslim and the Sunan compilers 
from Hudhayfah, in a Mawquf report. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." It was also recorded 
by Muslim from Hudhayfah in aMarfu' report. And Allah knows best. 



Another Had it h 

Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Amr said, "I memorized a Hadith from the 
Messenger of Allah which I never forgot afterwards. I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 

(The first of the signs to appear will be the rising of the sun from the west, and the emergence 
of the beast to mankind in the forenoon. Whichever of them appears first, the other will follow 
close behind it.) 



Another Had it h 

his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Hasten to do good deeds before six things appear: the rising of the sun from the west; the 
smoke; the Dajjal; the beast; the (death) of one of your favorite, or general affliction.) This 
was recorded by Muslim alone. Muslim also recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Hasten to do good deeds before six things appear: the Dajjal; the smoke; the beast of the 
earth; the rising of the sun from the west; and the (death of one of your favorite) or general 
affliction.) 



Another Had it h 



Ibn Majah recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Hasten to do good deeds before six things appear: the rising of the sun from the west; the 
smoke; the beast; the Dajjal; and the (death of one of your favorite) or general affliction.) He 
wasthe only one who recorded this version. 



Another Had it h 

Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(A beast will emerge from the earth, and with it will be the staff of Musa and the ring of 
Sulayman, peace be upon them both. It will strike the nose of the disbelievers with the staff, 
and it will make the face of the believer bright with the ring, until when people gather to eat, 
they will be able to recognize the believers from the disbelievers.) It also was recorded by 
Imam Ahmad, with the wording: 



» 



« 

(It will strike the nose of the disbelievers with the ring, and will make the face of the believer 
bright with the staff, until when people gather for a meal, they will say to one another, 
believer, or disbeliever.) It was also recorded by Ibn Majah. Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn Az- 
Zubayr described the beast and said, "Its head is like the head of a bull, its eyes are like the 
eyes of a pig, its ears are like the ears of an elephant, its horns are like the horns of a stag, its 
neck is like the neck of an ostrich, its chest is like the chest of a lion, its color is like the colour 
of a tiger, its haunches are like the haunches of a cat, its tail is like the tail of a ram, and its 
legs are like the legs of a camel. Between each pair of its joints is a distance of twelve cubits. 
It will bring out with it the staff of Musa and the ring of Sulayman. There will be no believer 
left without it making a white spot on his face, which will spread until all his face is shining 
white as a result; and there will be no disbeliever left without it making a black spot on his 
face, which will spread until all his face is black as a result, then when the people trade with 
one another in the marketplace, they will say, 'How much is this, believer' ' How much is 
this, disbeliever' And when the members of one household sit down together to eat, they will 
know who is a believer and who is a disbeliever. Then the beast will say: ' so-and-so, enjoy 
yourself, for you are among the people of Paradise.' And it will say: '0 so-and-so, you are 
among the people of Hell,' This is what Allah says: 



(And when the Word is fulfilled against them, We shall bring out from the earth a beast for 
them, to speak to them because mankind believed not with certainty in Our Ayat.) 



(83. And (remember) the Day when We shall gather out of every nation a Fawj of those who 
denied Our Ayat, and they shall be driven,) (84. Till, when they come, He will say: "Did you 
deny My Ayat whereas you comprehended them not by knowledge, or what was it that you used 
to do") (85. And the Word will be fulfilled against them, because they have done wrong, and 
they will be unable to speak.) (86. See they not that We have made the night for them to rest 
therein, and the day sight-giving Verily, in this are Ayat for the people who believe.) 

Gathering the Wrongdoers on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us about the Day of Resurrection when the wrongdoers who disbelieved in the signs 
and Messengers of Allah will be gathered before Allah, so that He will ask them about what 
they did in this world, rebuking, scolding and belittling them. 



(And the Day when We shall gather out of every nation, a Fawj) means, from every people and 
generation a group 



(of those who denied Our Ayat). This is like the Ayat: 



("Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions (from the devils).") (37:22) 



(And when the souls are joined with their bodies) (81:7). 



(and they shall be driven,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "They will be 
pushed." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: "They will be driven." 



(Till, when they come,) and stand before Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, in the place 
of reckoning, 



(He will say: "Did you deny My Ayat whereas you comprehended them not by knowledge, or 
what was it that you used to do") meaning they will be asked about their beliefs and their 
deeds. Since they are among the doomed and, as Allah says: 



(He neither believed nor performed Salah! But on the contrary, he denied and turned away!) 
(75:31-32) Then the proof will be established against them and they will have no excuse 
whatsoever, as Allah says: 



(That will be a Day when they shall not speak. And they will not be permitted to put forth any 
excuse) (77:35-36). Similarly, Allah says here: 



(And the Word will be fulfilled against them, because they have done wrong, and they will be 
unable to speak.) They will be stunned and speechless, unable to give any answer. This is 
because they wronged themselves in the world, and now they have returned to the One Who 
sees the unseen and the seen, from Whom nothing can be hidden. Then Allah points out His 
complete power, immense authority and greatness, all dictating that He is to be obeyed and 
that His commands must be followed, and that the message of inescapable truth brought by His 
Prophets must be believed in. Allah says: 



(See they not that We have made the night for them to rest therein,) Due to the darkness of 
the night they halt their activities and calm themselves down, to recover from the exhausting 
efforts of the day. 



(and the day sight -giving) meaning filled with light, so that they can work and earn a living, 
and travel and engage in business, and do other things that they need to do. 



(Verily, in this are Ayat for the people who believe.) 



(87. And (remember) the Day on which the Trumpet (Sur) will be blown -- and all who are in 
the heavens and all who are on the earth, will be terrified except him whom Allah wills. And all 
shall come to Him, humbled.) (88. And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but 
they shall pass away as the passing away of the clouds. The work of Allah, Who perfected all 
things, verily, He is well-acquainted with what you do.) (89. Whoever brings a good deed, will 
have better than its worth; and they will be safe from the terror on that Day.) (90. And 
whoever brings an evil deed, they will be cast down on their faces in the Fire. (And it will be 
said to them) "Are you being recompensed anything except what you used to do") 



The Terrors of the Day of Resurrection, the Rewards for Good 
Deeds and the Punishments for Evil Deeds 

Allah tells us about the terrors of the Day when the Sur will be blown. The Sur, as described in 
the Hadith, is, 



« » 



(a horn which is blown into.) According to the Hadith about the Sur (Trumpet), it is (the angel) 
Israfil who will blow into it by the command of Allah, may He be exalted. He will blow into it 
for the first time, for a long time. This will signal the end of the life of thisworld, and the Hour 
will come upon the most evil of people ever to live. Everyone who is in the heavens and on 
earth will be terrified, 



(except him whom Allah wills.) these are the martyrs, for they are alive, with their Lord, and 
being provided for. Imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that a man came to him and said, "What is this Hadith that you are 
narrating, that the Hour will come upon such and such people" He said, "Subhan Allah or 'La 
liaha lllallah (or something similar), I had decided that I would not narrate anything to anyone 
now. I had only said that after a little while, you will see a major event which will destroy the 
House the Ka' bah , and such and such will happen." Then he said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 

(The Dajjal will emerge in my Ummah, and will remain for forty -- I do not know whether he 
said forty days, or forty months, or forty years -- then Allah will send ' Isa son of Maryam, who 
looks like ' Urwah bin Mas' ud, and he will search for him and destroy him. Then mankind will 
remain for seven years during which there will not be any enmity between any two people. 
Then Allah will send a cool wind from the direction of Syria, and no one will be left on the face 
of the earth who has even a speck of goodness or faith in his heart, but it will take him. Even if 
he entered into the heart of a mountain, the wind would follow him and seize him.)" He said, "I 
heard it from the Messenger of Allah who said: 



» 



« 

(Then the most evil of people will remain, and they will be as nimble as birds and will be more 
temperamental than wild beasts. They will not recognize anything good or denounce anything 
evil. The Shaytan will appear to them and will say, "Will you do as I tell you" They will say, 
"What do you command us to do" He will command them to worship idols but in spite of this 
their provision will be plentiful and they will lead comfortable lives. Then the Sur (Trumpet) 
will be blown, and no one will hear it but he will tilt his head to hear the sound. The first 
person to hear it will be a man who is setting up the tank for watering his camels. He will fall 



down, and all the other people will also fall down. Then Allah will send -- or send down -- rain 
like dew -- or he said, like shade (Nu'man was the one who was not sure) -- from which will 
grow the bodies of the people. Then the Trumpet will be blown again, and they will get up and 
look around. Then it will be said: "0 mankind! Go to your Lord!" And they will be stopped, for 
they are to be questioned. Then it will be said: "Bring forth the people who are to be sent to 
the Fire." It will be asked: "How many are they" It will be said, "Out of every thousand, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine." That will be the Day which will make the children grey-headed, and 
that will be the Day when the Shin shall be uncovered.) His saying; 



» 



« 



(Then the Sur (Trumpet) will be blown, and no one will hear it but he will tilt his head to hear 
the sound.) means that they will tilt their heads so that they can better hear the sound coming 
from the heavens. That is the blast of the Sur which will terrify everyone, then after that will 
come the blast which will cause them to die, then the blast which will resurrect them to meet 
the Lord of the worlds-- this is when all of the creation will be brought forth from their graves. 
Allah says: 



(And all shall come to Him, humbled.) meaning, humbling themselves and obeying Him, and no 
one will go against Hiscommand. This is like the Ayat: 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with His praise and obedience) (17:52). 



(Then afterwards when He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come out from the 
earth) (30:25). According to the Hadith about the Sur, when it is blown for the third time, Allah 
will command the souls to be put into the hole of the Sur (Trumpet), then Israfil will blow into 
it, after the bodies have grown in their graves and resting places, and when he blows into the 
Sur (Trumpet), the souls will fly, the believers' souls glowing with light, and the disbelievers' 
souls looking like darkness. And Allah will say: "By My might and majesty, every soul will go 
back to its body." And the souls will come back to their bodies and go through them like poison 
going through a person who is bitten or stung by a poisonous creature. Then they will get up, 
brushing off the dirt of their graves. Allah says: 



(The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as racing to a goal.) (70:43) 



(And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but they shall pass away as the passing 
away of the clouds.) (27:88) meaning, you will see them as if they are fixed and as if they will 
remain as they are, but they will pass away as the passing away of the clouds, i.e., they will 
move away from their places. This is like the Ayat: 



(On the Day when the heaven will shake with a dreadful shaking, And the mountains will move 
away with a (horrible) movement.) (52:9-10) 



(And they ask you concerning the mountains: say, "My Lord will blast them and scatter them as 
particles of dust. Then He shall leave them as a level smooth plain. You will see therein 
nothing crooked or curved.") (20:105-107), 

ft 



(And (remember) the Day We shall cause the mountains to pass away, and you will see the 
earth as a leveled plain.) (18:47). 



(The work of Allah, Who perfected all things,) means, He doesthat by Hisgreat power. 



(Who perfected all things,) means, He has perfected all that He has created, and has fashioned 
it according to His wisdom. 



(verily, He is well-acquainted with what you do) means, He knows all that His servants do, good 
or evil, and He will reward or punish them accordingly. Then Allah describes the state of the 
blessed and the doomed on that Day, and says: 



(Whoever brings a good deed, will have better than its worth.) Qatadah said, "That is sincerely 
for Allah alone." Allah has explained elsewhere in the Qur'an that He will give ten like it. 



(and they will be safe from the terror on that Day.) This is like the Ayah, 



(The greatest terror will not grieve them) (21:103) and Allah said: 



(Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection) 
(41:40), 



(and they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and security) (34:37). 



(And whoever brings an evil deed, they will be cast down on their faces in the Fire.) means, 
whoever comes to Allah with evil deeds, and with no good deeds to his credit, or whose evil 
deeds outweigh his good deeds. Allah says: 



((And it will be said to them) "Are you being recompensed anything except what you used to 
do") 



(91. I have been commanded only to worship the Lord of this city, Who has sanctified it and to 
Whom belongs everything. And I am commanded to be from among the Muslims.) (92. And that 
I should recite the Qur'an, then whosoever receives guidance, receives it for the good of 
himself; and whosoever goes astray, say (to him): "I am only one of the warners.") (93. And say: 
"All the praises and thanks be to Allah. He will show you His Ayat, and you shall recognize 
them. And your Lord is not unaware of what you do.") 



The Command to worship Allah and to call People with the Qur'an 

Allah commands His Messenger to say: 



(I have been commanded only to worship the Lord of this city, Who has sanctified it and to 
Whom belongs everything.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Say: "0 you mankind! If you are in doubt as to my religion, then (know that) I will never 
worship those whom you worship besides Allah. But I worship Allah Who causes you to die.) 
(10:104) The fact that the word "Rabb" (Lord) is connected to the word city (in the phrase "the 
Lord of this city") is a sign of honor and divine care for that city. This is like the Ayah, 



(So let them worship the Lord of this House (the Ka'bah), Who has fed them against hunger, 
and has made them safe from fear.) (106:3-4) 



(Who has sanctified it) means, the One Who made it a sanctuary by His Law and by His decree, 
making it sanctified. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn ' Abbas said: "On the day of the 
conquest of Makkah, the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(Verily, this city was made sacred by Allah the day He created the heavens and the earth, so it 
is sacred by the sanctity of Allah until the Day of Resurrection. Its thorny bushes should not be 
cut, its game should not be chased, and its lost property should not be picked up except by one 
who would announce it publicly and none is allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs...)" This was 
reported in Sahih, Hasan, Musnad narrarations, through various routes, by such a large group 
that it is absolutely unquestionable, as has been explained in the appropriate place in the book 
Al-Ahkam, to Allah is the praise and thanks. 



(and to Whom belongs everything.) This is a statement of general application following a 
specific statement, i.e., He is the Lord of this city, and the Lord and Sovereign of all things, 
there is no god worthy of worship besides Him. 



(And I am commanded to be from among the Muslims. ) means, those who believe in Allah 
alone, who are sincere towards Him and who obediently follow His commands. 



(And that I should recite the Qur'an,) means, to people, so as to convey it to them. This is like 
the Ayah, 



(This is what We recite to you of the Ayat and the Wise Reminder.) (3:58) 



(We recite to you some of the news of Musa and Fif awn in truth.) (28:3) meaning, " I am a 
conveyer and a warner.' 



(then whosoever receives guidance, receives it for the good of himself; and whosoever goes 
astray, say (to him): "I am only one of the warners.") meaning, ' I have an example to follow in 
the Messengers who warned their people, and did what they had to do in order to convey the 
Message to them and fulfil the covenant they had made.' Allah will judge their nations to whom 
they were sent, as He says: 



(your duty isonly to convey and on Us isthe reckoning) (13: 40). 



(But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Protector over all thing) (11:12). 



(And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah. He will show you His Ayat (signs), and you 
shall recognize them.) means, praise be to Allah, Who does not punish anyone except after 
establishing plea against him, warning him and leaving him with no excuse . Allah says: 



(He will show you His Ayat (signs), and you shall recognize them.) This is like the Ayah, 



(We will show them Our signs in the universe, and in themselves, until it becomes manifest to 
them that this isthe truth) (41:53). 



(And your Lord is not unaware of what you do.) means, on the contrary, He witnesses and sees 
all things. It was recorded that Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy upon him, used to recite 
the following two lines of verse, whether they were written by him or someone else: "If you are 
alone one day, do not say, * I am alone.' Rather say, " Someone is watching me.' Do not think 
that Allah will let His attention wander for even an instant, or that anything is hidden from 
Him." This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Naml. All praise and thanks be to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Qasas 

(Chapter - 28) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Ma' diykarib said: "We 
came to 'Abdullah and asked him to recite to us: 



(Ta Sin Mim.) the two hundred. He said, 'I do not know it; you should go to someone who 
learned it from the Messenger of Allah Khabbab bin Al-Aratt.' So we went to Khabbab bin Al- 
Aratt and he recited it to us, may Allah be pleased with him." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ta Sn Mim) (2. These are the Ayat of the manifest Book.) (3. We recite to you some of the 
news of Musa and Fif awn in truth, for a people who believe.) (4. Verily, Fir' awn exalted 
himself in the land and made its people Shiya" a, weakening a group among them: killing their 
sons, and letting their females live. Verily, he was of the mischief-makers.) (5. And We wished 
to do a favor to those who were weak in the land, and to make them rulers and to make them 
the inheritors,) (6. And to establish them in the land, and We let Fir' awn and Haman and their 
armies receive from them that which they feared.) 



The Story of Musa and Fir awn, and what Allah intended for Their 

Peoples 

We have already discussed the significance of the separate letters. 



(These are the Ayat of the manifest Book.) means the Book which is clear and makes plain the 
true reality of things, and tells us about what happened and what will happen. 



(We recite to you some of the news of Musa and Fir" awn in truth,) This is like the Ayah, 



(We relate unto you the best of stories) (12:3). which means, ' We tell you about things as they 
really were, as if you are there and are seeing them yourself.' Then Allah says: 



(Verily, Fir" awn exalted himself in the land) means, he was an arrogant oppressor and tyrant. 



(and made its people Shiya" ) means, he made them into different classes, each of which he 
used to do whatever he wanted of the affairs of his state. 



(weakening a group among them. ) This refers to the Children of Israel, who at that time were 
the best of people, even though this tyrant king overpowered them, using them to do the most 
menial work and forcing them to hard labor night and day for him and his people. At the same 
time, he was killing their sons and letting their daughters live, to humiliate them and because 
he feared that there might appear among them the boy who would be the cause of his 
destruction and the downfall of his kingdom. So Fif awn took precautions against that 
happening, by ordering that all boys born to the Children of Israel should be killed, but this 
precaution did not protect him against the divine decree, because when the term of Allah 
comes, it cannot be delayed, and for each and every matter there is a decree from Allah. Allah 
says: 



(And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak in the land,) until His saying; 



(which they feared.) And Allah did indeed do thisto them, as He says: 



(And We made the people who were considered weak) until His saying; 



(they erected) (7:137). And Allah said: 



(Thus and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them) (26: 59). Fir' awn hoped that by his 
strength and power he would be saved from Musa, but that did not help him in the slightest. 
Despite his great power as a king he could not oppose the decree of Allah, which can never be 
overcome. On the contrary, Allah's ruling was carried out, for it had been written and decreed 
from past eternity that Fir' awn would meet his doom at the hands of Musa. 



(7. And We inspired the mother of Musa: "Suckle him (Musa), but when you fear for him, then 
cast him into the river and fear not, nor grieve. Verily, We shall bring him back to you, and 
shall make him one of the Messengers.") (8. Then the household of Fir' awn picked him up, that 
he might become for them an enemy and a (cause of) grief. Verily, Fir' awn, Haman and their 
armies were sinners.) (9. And the wife of Fir' awn said: "A comfort of the eye for me and for 
you. Kill him not, perhaps he may be of benefit to us, or we may adopt him as a son." And they 
perceived not.) 

How Musa's Mother was inspired and shown what to do 

It was mentioned that when Fir' awn killed so many of the males of the Children of Israel, the 
Copts were scared that the Children of Israel would die out, and they themselves would have to 
do the heavy labor that the Children of Israel used to do. 3d they said to Fir' awn, "If this 
continues, and their old men die and the young men are killed, their women will not be able to 
do the work that the men are doing, and we will end up having to do it." So Fir' awn issued 
orders that the boys should be killed one year, and left alone the following year. Harun, peace 
be upon him, was born in a year when the boys were not killed, and Musa was born in a year 
when the boys were being killed. Fir' awn had people who were entrusted with this task. There 
were midwives who would go around and check on the women, and if they noticed that any 
woman was pregnant, they would write her name down. When the time came for her to give 
birth, no one was allowed to attend her except for Coptic women. If the woman gave birth to a 
girl, they would leave her alone and go away, but if she gave birth to a boy, the killers would 
come in with their sharp knives and kill the child, then they would go away; may Allah curse 
them. When the mother of Musa became pregnant with him, she did not show any signs of 
pregnancy as other women did, and none of the midwives noticed. But when she gave birth to a 



boy, she became very distressed and did not know what to do with him. She was extremely 
scared for him, because she loved him very much. No one ever saw Musa, peace be upon him, 
but they loved him, and the blessed ones were those who loved him both as a natural feeling 
and because he was a Prophet. Allah says: 



(And I endued you with love from Me) (20:39). 



Musa, peace be upon him, in the House of Fir awn 

When Musa's mother became so worried and confused, it was inspired into her heart and mind 
what she should do, as Allah says: 



(And We inspired the mother of Musa (telling): "Suckle him, but when you fear for him, then 
cast him into the river and fear not, nor grieve. Verily, We shall bring him back to you, and 
shall make him one of (Our) Messengers.") Her house was on the banks of the Nile, so she took 
a box and made it into a cradle, and started to nurse her child. When someone came to her 
that she was afraid of, she would go and put him in that box and put it in the river, and she 
would tie it with a rope. One day someone that she was afraid of came to the house, so she 
went and put the child in that box and put it in the river, but she forgot to tie it. The water 
carried him away, past the house of Fif awn, where some servant women picked the box up 
and took it to Fir' awn's wife. They did not know what was inside, and they were afraid that 
they would be in trouble if they opened it without her. When the box was opened, they saw it 
was a child with the most beautiful features. Allah filled her heart with love for him when she 
saw him; this was because she was blessed and because Allah wanted to honor her and cause 
her husband's doom. Allah says: 



(Then the household of Fir" awn picked him up, that he might become for them an enemy and a 
(cause of) grief.) Allah says: 



(Verily, Fir" awn, Haman and their armies were sinners.) 



(And the wife of Fif awn said: "A comfort of the eye for me and for you...") means, when 
Fir' awn saw him, he wanted to kill him, fearing that he was one of the Children of Israel. But 
his wife Asiyah bint Muzahim came to the child's defence and tried to endear him to Fir' awn, 
saying, 



(A comfort of the eye for me and for you.) Fir' awn said: "For you he may be, but not for me. 
And this was indeed the case: Allah guided her because of him, and destroyed him at his hands. 



(perhaps he may be of benefit to us,) This is indeed what happened in her case, for Allah 
guided her through him and caused her to dwell in Paradise because of him. 



(or we may adopt him as a son.) She wanted to take him and adopt him as a son, because she 
had no children from Fir' awn. 



(And they perceived not.) means, they did not know what Allah planned for them when they 
picked him up, by His great wisdom and definitive proof. 



(10. And the heart of the mother of Musa became empty. She was very near to disclose his 
(case), had We not strengthened her heart, so that she might remain as one of the believers.) 
(11. And she said to his sister: "Follow him." So she watched him from a far place (secretly), 
while they perceived not.) (12. And We had already forbidden foster suckling mothers for him, 
until she said: "Shall I direct you to a household who will rear him for you, and look after him in 
a good manner") (13. So We restored him to his mother, that her eye might be comforted, and 
that she might not grieve, and that she might know that the promise of Allah is true. But most 
of them know not.) 

The intense Grief of Musa's Mother, and how He was returned to 

Her 

Allah tells us how, when her child was lost in the river, the heart of Musa's mother became 
empty, i.e., she could not think of any matter in this world except Musa. This was the view of 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu ' Ubaydah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, 
Qatadah and others. 



(She was very near to disclose his (case),) means, because of the intensity of her grief, she 
almost told people that she had lost a son. She would have disclosed her situation, if Allah had 
not given her strength and patience. Allah says: 



(had We not strengthened her heart, so that she might remain as one of the believers. And she 
said to his sister: "Follow him.") means, she told her daughter, who was older and was of an age 
to understand things, 



(Follow him.) means, follow histraces and look for information about him, try to find out about 
him around the city. So she went out to do that. 



(So she watched him from a far place (secretly),) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Off to the side." Mujahid 
said, "It means she looked from afar. Qatadah said: "She started to look at him as if she was not 



really interested." When Musa had settled into the house of Fir' awn, after the king's wife had 
begun to love him and asked Fir' awn not to kill him, they brought to him the wet nurses who 
were to be found in their household, and he did not accept any of them, refusing to take milk 
from them. So they took him out to the marketplace, hoping to find a woman who would be 
suitable to nurse him. When (his sister) saw him in their arms, she recognized him, but she did 
not give any indication nor did they suspect her. Allah says: 



(And We had already forbidden foster suckling mothers for him,) Because of his honored status 
with Allah, it was forbidden by divine decree. It was decreed that no one should nurse him 
except his own mother, and Allah caused this to be the means reuniting him with his mother so 
that she could nurse him and feel safe after having felt such fear. When his sister saw that 
they were confused over who should nurse the child, 



(she said: "Shall I direct you to a household who will rear him for you, and look after him in a 
good manner") Ibn 'Abbas said: When she said that, they had some doubts about her, so they 
seized her and asked her, How do you know these people will be sincere and will care for him" 
She said to them, "They will be sincere and will care for him because they want the king to be 
happy and because they hope for some reward." So they let her go. After what she said, being 
safe from their harm, they took her to their house and brought the baby to his mother. She 
gave him her breast and he accepted it, so they rejoiced and sent the glad tidings to the wife 
of Fir' awn. She called for Musa's mother, treating her kindly and rewarding her generously. She 
did not realize that she was his real mother, but she saw that the baby accepted her breast. 
Then Asiyah asked her to stay with her and nurse the baby, but she refused, saying, "I have a 
husband and children, and I cannot stay with you, but if you would like me to nurse him in my 
own home, I will do that." The wife of Fir' awn agreed to that, and paid her a regular salary 
and gave her extra gifts and clothing and treated her kindly. The mother of Musa came back 
with her child, happy that after a time of fear Allah granted her security, prestige, and ongoing 
provision. There was only a short time between the distress and the way out, a day and night, 
or thereabouts -- and Allah knows best. Glory be to the One in Whose hands are all things; what 
He wills happens and what He does not will does not happen. He is the One Who grants those 
who fear Him, away out from every worry and distress, Allah said: 



(So We restored him to his mother, that her eye might be comforted,) means, by him, 



(and that she might not grieve, ) means, for him. 



(and that she might know that the promise of Allah is true.) meaning, ' We had promised her to 
return him to her and to make him one of the Messengers.' When he was returned to her, she 
realized that he was one of the Messengers, so as she brought him up, she treated him both as 
a child (with kindness) and as a Messenger (with respect). 



(But most of them know not.) means, they do not know the wisdom of Allah in His actions and 
their good consequences, for which He is to be praised in this world and the Hereafter. For a 
thing may happen that people do not like, but its consequences are good, as Allah says: 



(and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is 
bad for you) (2:216). 



(it may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good) (4:19). 



(14. And when he reached maturity, and was complete, We bestowed on him Hukm and 
knowledge. And thus do We reward the doers of good.) k(15. And he entered the city when its 
people were unaware: and he found there two men fighting, -- one of his party, and the other 
of his foes. The man of his (own) party asked him for help against his foe, so Musa struck him 
with his fist and he died. He said: "This is of Shaytan's doing, verily, he is a plain misleading 
enemy.") (16. He said: "My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, so forgive me." Then He 
forgave him. Verily, He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) (17. He said: "My Lord! For that 
with which You have favored me, I will nevermore be a helper of the criminals!") 

How Musa killed a Coptic Man 

Having described Musa's beginnings, Allah then tells usthat when he reached maturity, and was 
complete in stature, Allah gave him Hukm and religious knowledge. Mujahid said that this 
means prophet hood. 



(And thus do We reward the doers of good.) Then Allah describes how Musa reached the status 
that was decreed for him, that of Prophet hood and speaking to Allah, as a direct consequence 
of killing the Coptic, which wasthe reason why he left Egypt and went to Madyan. Allah says: 



(And he entered the city when its people were unaware.) Ibn Jurayj narrated from ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, from Ibn 'Abbas, "That was between Maghrib and * Isha'." Ibn Al-Munkadir narrated 
from " Ata' bin Yasar from Ibn 'Abbas, "That was in the middle of the day." This was also the 
view of Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah. 



(and he found there two men fighting,) meaning, hitting one another and struggling with one 
another. 



(one of his party, ) meaning, an Israelite, 



(and the other of his foes.) meaning, a Coptic. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, As- 
Suddi and Muhammad bin Ishaq. The Israelite man asked Musa, peace be upon him, for help, 
and Musa took advantage of the fact that people were not paying attention, so he went to the 
Coptic man and 



(so Musa struck him with his fist and he died.) Mujahid said, "This means he punched him with 
his fist." And then he died. 



(He said) refers to Musa. 



("This is of Shaytan's doing, verily, he is a plain misleading enemy." He said: "My Lord! Verily, I 
have wronged myself, so forgive me." Then He forgave him. Verily, He is the Oft -Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful. He said: "My Lord! For that with which You have favored me,) meaning, 'what 
You have given me of prestige, power and blessings-- ' 



(I will nevermore be a helper of the criminals!) 'those who disbelieve in You and go against 
Your commands.' 



(18. 3d he became afraid, looking about in the city, when behold, the man who had sought his 
help the day before, called for his help (again). Musa said to him: "Verily, you are a plain 
misleaderl") (19. Then when he decided to seize the man who was an enemy to both of them, 
the man said: "0 Musa! Is it your intention to kill me as you killed a man yesterday Your aim is 
nothing but to become a tyrant in the land, and not to be one of those who do right.") 



How the Secret of this Killing became known 

Allah tells us that when Musa killed that Coptic, 



(he became afraid in the city) meaning, of the consequences of his action, 



(looking about) means, turning around and watching out, waiting for the consequences of his 
action to befall him. He went out and about, and saw the man who sought his help the day 
before, fighting with another Coptic. When Musa passed by him, he called for his help again, 
against this other Coptic. Musa said to him: 



(Verily, you are a plain misleaderl) meaning, 'you obviously lead people astray and are very 
evil. 1 Then Musa intended to attack that Coptic, but the Israelite -- because of his own 



cowardice and weakness -- thought that Musa wanted to hit him because of what he had said, 
so he said, in self-defence -- 



(0 Musa! Is it your intention to kill me as you killed a man yesterday) Nobody except him and 
Musa, peace be upon him, knew about it, but when the other Coptic heard this, he took the 
news to Fir' awn's gate and told him about it. So Fir' awn came to know of it, and he became 
very angry and resolved to kill Musa, so he sent people after him to bring him to him. 



(20. And there came a man running, from the farthest end of the city. He said: "0 Musa! Verily, 
the chiefs are taking counsel together about you, to kill you, so escape. Truly, I am one of the 
good advisers to you.") 



(And there came a man) He is described as being a man because he had the courage to take a 
different route, a shorter route than those who were sent after Musa, so he reached Musa first 
and said to him: "0 Musa, 



(Verily, the chiefs are taking counsel together about you.)," meaning, ' they are consulting with 
one another about you.' 



(to kill you, so escape.) means, from this land. 



(Truly, I am one of the good advisersto you.) 



(21. 3d he escaped from there, looking about in a state of fear. He said: "My Lord! Save me 
from the people who are wrongdoers!") (22. And when he went towards Madyan, he said: "It 
may be that my Lord guides me to the right way.") (23. And when he arrived at the water of 
Madyan, he found there a group of men watering, and besides them he found two women who 
were keeping back (their flocks). He said: "What is the matter with you" They said: "We cannot 
water (our flocks) until the shepherds take (their flocks). And our father is a very old man.") 
(24. So he watered (their flocks) for them, then he turned back to shade, and said: "My Lord! 
Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me!") 



Musa, peace be upon him, in Madyan, and how He watered the 

Flocks of the Two Women 

When the man told Musa about how Fif awn and his chiefs were conspiring against him, he left 
Egypt on his own. He was not used to being alone, because before that he had been living a life 
of luxury and ease, in a position of leadership. 



(So he escaped from there, looking about in a state of fear.) meaning, turning around and 
watching. 



(My Lord! Save me from the people who are wrongdoers!) means, from Fif awn and his chiefs. 
It was mentioned that Allah sent to him an angel riding a horse, who showed him the way. And 
Allah knows best. 



(And when he went towards (the land of) Madyan,) means, he took a smooth and easy route -- 
and he rejoiced because of that. 



(he said: "It may be that my Lord guides me to the right way.") meaning, the most straight 
route. And Allah did indeed do that, for He guided him to the straight path in this world and 
the Hereafter, and caused him to be guided and to guide others. 



(And when he arrived at the water (a well) of Madyan,) means, when he reached Madyan and 
went to drink from its water, for it had a well where shepherds used to water their flocks, 



(he found there a group of men watering, and besides them he found two women who were 
keeping back.) means, they were stopping their sheep from drinking with the sheep of those 
shepherds, lest some harm come to them. When Musa, peace be upon him, saw them, he felt 
sorry for them and took pity on them. 



(He said: "What is the matter with you") meaning, * why do you not water your flocks with these 
people' 



(They said: "We cannot water until the shepherds take...") meaning, 'we cannot water our 
flocks until they finish.' 



(And our father is a very old man.) means, 'this is what has driven us to what you see. 



(So he watered (their flocks) for them, ) 



(then he turned back to shade, and said: "My Lord! Truly, I am in need of whatever good that 
You bestow on me!") 



(to shade,) Ibn ' Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and As-Suddi said: "He sat beneath a tree." ' Ata' bin As-Sa'ib 
said: "When Musa said: 



("My Lord! Truly, I am in need of whatever good that You bestow on me!") the women heard 
him." 



(25. Then there came to him one of them, walking shyly. She said: "Verily, my father calls you 
that he may reward you for having watered (our flocks) for us." So when he came to him and 
narrated the story, he said: "Fear you not. You have escaped from the people who are 
wrongdoers.") (26. And said one of them (the two women): "0 my father! Hire him! Verily, the 
best of men for you to hire is the strong, the trustworthy.") (27. He said: "I intend to wed one 
of these two daughters of mine to you, on condition that you serve me for eight years; but if 
you complete ten years, it will be (a favor) from you. But I intend not to place you under a 
difficulty. If Allah wills, you will find me one of the righteous.") (28. He (Musa) said: "That (is 
settled) between me and you: whichever of the two terms I fulfill, there will be no injustice to 
me, and Allah is Surety over what we say.") 



Musa, the Father of the Two Women, and His Marriage to One of 

Them 

When the two women came back quickly with the sheep, their father was surprised that they 
returned so soon. He asked them what had happened, and they told him what Musa, peace be 
upon him, had done. So he sent one of them to call him to meet her father. Allah says: 



(Then there came to him one of them, walking shyly.) meaning, she was walking like a free 
woman, as it was narrated from the Commander of the faithful, ' Umar, may Allah be pleased 
with him: "She was covering herself from them with the folds of her garment." Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that " Amr bin Maymun said, 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "She came 
walking shyly, putting her garment over her face. She was not one of those audacious women 
who come and go asthey please." Thischain of narrators is Sahih. 



(She said: "Verily, my father calls you that he may reward you for having watered (our flocks) 
for us.") This is an example of good manners: she did not invite him directly lest he have some 
suspicious thoughts about her. Rather she said: "My father is inviting you so that he may reward 
you for watering our sheep," i.e., give you some payment for that. 



(So when he came to him and narrated the story, ) means, he told him about his story and why 
he had to leave his country. 



(he said: "Fear you not. You have escaped from the people who are wrongdoers.") He was 
saying: 'calm down and relax, for you have left their kingdom and they have no authority in 
our land.' So he said: 



(You have escaped from the people who are wrongdoers.) 



(And said one of them: "0 my father! Hire him! Verily, the best of men for you to hire is the 
strong, the trustworthy.") One of the two daughters of the man said this, and it was said that 
she wasthe one who had walked behind Musa, peace be upon him. She said to her father: 



(0 my father! Hire him!) as a shepherd to look after the sheep. ' Umar, Ibn ' Abbas, Shurayh Al- 
Qadi, Abu Malik, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ishaq and others said: "When she said: 



(Verily, the best of men for you to hire is the strong, the trustworthy.) her father said to her, 
' What do you know about that' She said to him, * He lifted a rock which could only be lifted by 
ten men, and when I came back with him, I walked ahead of him, but he said to me, walk 
behind me, and if I get confused about the route, throw a pebble so that I will know which way 
to go.'" 'Abdullah (Ibn Mas' ud) said, "The people who had the most discernment were three: 
Abu Bakr's intuition about 'Umar; the companion of Yusuf when he said, 'Make his stay 
comfortable'; and the companion of Musa, when she said: 



(0 my father! Hire him! Verily, the best of men for you to hire isthe strong, the trustworthy. 



(I intend to wed one of these two daughters of mine to you,) means, this old man asked him to 
take care of his flocks, then he would marry one of his two daughters to him. 



(on condition that you serve me for eight years; but if you complete ten years, it will be (a 
favor) from you.) meaning, 'on the condition that you tend my flocks for eight years, and if 
you want to give me two extra years, that is up to you, but if you do not want to, then eight 
years is enough.' 



(But I intend not to place you under a difficulty. If Allah wills, you will find me one of the 
righteous.) means, ' I do not want to put pressure on you or cause you any inconvenience or 
argue with you.' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that x AM bin Rabah Al-Lakhrmi said, "I heard " Utbah bin 
An-Nadar As-Sulami, the Companion of the Messenger of Allah narrating that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Musa, peace be upon him, hired himself out for the purpose of keeping chaste and to feed 
himself.) And Allah tells us about Musa, peace be upon him: 



(He said: "That (is settled) between me and you: whichever of the two terms I fulfill, there will 
be no injustice to me, and Allah is Surety over what we say.") Musa said to his father-in-law, 
"The matter is as you say. You have hired me for eight years, and if I complete ten years, that 
is my choice, but if I do the lesser amount, I will still have fulfilled the covenant and met the 
conditions." So he said: 



(whichever of the two terms I fulfill, there will be no injustice to me,) meaning, ' there will be 
no blame on me. The complete term is permissible but it is still regarded as something extra.' 
This is like the Ayah, 



(But whosoever hastens to leave in two days, there is no sin on him and whosoever stays on, 
there is no sin on him) (2:203). And the Messenger of Allah said to Hamzah bin ' Amr Al-Aslami, 
may Allah be pleased with him, who used to fast a great deal and who asked him about fasting 
while traveling: 

« » 

(If you wish, then fast, and if you wish, do not fast.) even though it is better to fast, according 
to the evidence of other reports. And there is evidence which indicates that Musa, peace be 
upon him, fulfilled the longer of the two terms. Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said: 
"A Jew from the people of Hirah asked me; ' Which of the two terms did Musa fulfill' I said, ' I 
do not know until I go to the scholar of the Arabs and ask him.' So I went to Ibn 'Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, and asked him. He said: x He fulfilled the longer and better of them, 
for when a Messenger of Allah said he would do a thing, he did it.'" This is how it was recorded 
by Al-Bukhari. 



(29. Then, when Musa had fulfilled the term, and was traveling with his family, he saw a fire in 
the direction of At-Tur. He said to his family: "Wait, I have seen a fire; perhaps I may bring to 
you from there some information, or a burning firebrand that you may warm yourselves.") (30. 
So when he reached it, he was called from the right side of the valley, in the blessed place, 
from the tree: "O Musa! Verily, I am Allah, the Lord of all that exists!") (31. "And throw your 
stick!" But when he saw it moving as if it were a snake, he turned in flight, and looked not 
back. (It was said:) "0 Musa! Draw near, and fear not. Verily, you are of those who are secure.") 
(32. "Put your hand into the opening of your garment, it will come forth white without a 
disease; and draw your hand close to your side to be free from the fear. These are two proofs 
from your Lord to Fir" awn and his chiefs. Verily, they are the people who are rebellious.") 

Musa's Return to Egypt and how he was honored with the Mission 

and Miracles on the Way 

In the explanation of the previous Ayah, we have already seen that Musa completed the longer 
and better of the two terms, which may also be understood from the Ayah where Allah says: 



(Then, when Musa had fulfilled the term,) meaning, the longer of the two; and Allah knows 
best. 



(and was traveling with his family,) They said: "Musa missed his country and his relatives, so he 
resolved to visit them in secret, without Fir" awn and his people knowing. 3d he gathered up his 
family and the flocks which his father-in-law had given to him, and set out on a cold, dark, 
rainy night. They stopped to camp, and whenever he tried to start a fire, he did not succeed. 
He was surprised by this, and while he was in this state, 



(he saw a fire in the direction of At-Tur) he saw a fire burning from afar. 



(He said to his family: "Wait, I have seen a fire...") meaning, "wait while I go there, ' 



(perhaps I may bring to you from there some information,) This was because they lost their 
way. 



(or a burning firebrand that you may warm yourselves.) so that they could get warm and find 
relief from the cold. 



(So when he reached it (the fire), he was called from the right side of the valley,) From the 
side of the valley that adjoined the mountain on his right, to the west. This is like the Ayah, 



(And you were not on the western side, when We made clear to Musa the commandment) 
(20:44). This indicates that when Musa headed for the fire, he headed in the direction of the 
Qiblah with the western mountain on his right. He found the fire burning in a green bush on the 
side of the mountain adjoining the valley, and he stood there amazed at what he was seeing. 
Then his Lord called him: 



(from the right side of the valley, in the blessed place, from the tree.) 



(0 Musa! Verily, I am Allah, the Lord of all that exits!) meaning, 'the One Who is addressing 
you and speaking to you is the Lord of all that exits, the One Who does what He wills, the One 
apart from Whom there is no other god or lord, may He be exalted and sanctified, the One Who 
by His very nature, attributes, words and deeds is far above any resemblance to His creation, 
may He be glorified. 



(And throw your stick!) 'the stick that is in your hand' -- as was stated in the Ayah, 



("And what is that in your right hand, O Musa" He said: "This is my stick, whereon I lean, and 
wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep, and wherein I find other uses.") (20:17-18). The 
meaning is: 'this stick, which you know so well;' 



("Cast it down, Musa!" He cast it down, and behold! It was a snake, moving quickly.) (20:19- 
20). Musa knew that the One Who was speaking to him was the One Who merely says to a thing, 
"Be!" and it is, as we have already stated in (the explanation of) Surah Ta Ha. And here Allah 
says: 



(But when he saw it moving as if it were a snake, he turned in flight,) It moved so quickly, even 
though it was so big, and its mouth was so huge, with its jaws snapping. It swallowed every 
rock it passed, and every rock that fell into its mouth fell with a sound like a rock falling into a 
valley. When he saw that: 



(he turned in flight, and looked not back.) he did not turn around, because it is human nature 
to flee from such a thing. But when Allah said to him: 



(0 Musa! Draw near, and fear not. Verily, you are of those who are secure.) he came back to 
his original position. Then Allah said: 



(Put your hand into the opening of your garment, it will come forth white without a disease;) 
meaning, 'when you put your hand in your garment and then draw it out, it will be shining 
white as if it were a piece of the moon or a flash of lightning.' Allah said: 



(without a disease) i.e., with no trace of leukoderma. 



(and draw your hand close to your side to be free from the fear.) Mujahid said, "To be free 
from terror." Qatadah said, "To be free from fear." Musa was commanded, when he felt afraid 
of anything, to draw his hand close to his side to be free from the fear. If he did that, whatever 
fear he felt would be gone. Perhaps if a person does this, following the example of Musa, and 
puts his hand over his heart, his fear will disappear or be lessened, if Allah wills; in Allah we 
place our trust. 



(These are two proofs from your Lord) This refers to the throwing down of his stick, whereupon 
it turned into a moving snake, and his putting his hand into his garment and bringing it forth 
white without a disease. These were two clear and definitive proofs of the power of the One 
Who does as He chooses, and of the truth of the prophet hood of the one at whose hands these 
miracles occurred. Allah said: 



(to Fir' awn and his chiefs.) meaning his leaders and prominent followers. 



(Verily, they are the people who are rebellious.) means, who are disobedient towards Allah and 
who go against His commands and His religion. 



(33. He said: "My Lord! I have killed a man among them, and I fear that they will kill me.") (34. 
"And my brother Harun -- he is more eloquent in speech than me, so send him with me as a 
helper to confirm me. Verily, I fear that they will deny me.") (35. Allah said: "We will 
strengthen your arm through your brother, and give you both power, so they shall not be able 
to harm you, with Our Ayat; you two as well asthose who follow you, will be the victors.") 



How Musa asked for the Support of His Brother and was granted 

that by Allah 

When Allah commanded him to go to Fir' awn, the one who he had run away from and whose 
vengeance he feared, 



( Musa said: My Lord! I have killed a man among them,) meaning, that Coptic, 



(and I fear that they will kill me.) i.e., ' when they see me.' 



(And my brother Harun -- he is more eloquent in speech than me,) Musa, peace be upon him, 
had a speech defect, because when he had been given the choice between a date and a pearl, 
he mistakenly picked up a coal and placed it on his tongue, so he found it difficult to speak 
clearly. Musa said: 



("And loose the knot (the defect) from my tongue. That they understand my speech. And 
appoint for me a helper from my family, Harun, my brother. Increase my strength with him, 
And let him share my task.") (20:27-32) meaning, 'give me someone to keep me company in 
this immense task of prophethood and conveying the Message to this arrogant, tyrannical and 
stubborn king. ' Hence Musa said: 



(And my brother Harun -- he is more eloquent in speech than me: so send him with me as a 
helper) meaning, as a support to give strength to my cause and confirm what I say and convey 
from Allah, because the word of two carries more weight in people's minds than the word of 
one. 3d he said: 



(Verily, I fear that they will deny me.) Muhammad bin Ishaq said: c 



(as a helper to confirm me.) means, Mo explain to them what I say, for he can understand me 
where they may not.' When Musa asked for this, Allah said to him: 



(We will strengthen your arm through your brother,) meaning, 'We will add strength to your 
cause and give you help through your brother, who you have asked to be made a Prophet 
alongside you.' This is like the Ayat; 



(You are granted your request, OMusa!) (20:36) 



(And We granted him his brother Harun, (also) a Prophet, out of Our mercy) (19:53). One of the 
Salaf said, "There is no one who has ever done a greater favor to his brother than Musa did for 
Harun, may peace be upon them both, for he interceded for him until Allah made him a 
Prophet and Messenger with him to Fir' awn and his chiefs. Allah said concerning Musa: 



(he was honorable before Allah) (33:69). 



(and (We will) give you both power) means, overwhelming evidence. 



(so they shall not be able to harm you, with Our Ayat;) means, Mhey will have no way or means 
of harming you because you are conveying the signs of Allah.' This is like the Ayat: 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent down to you from your Lord.) until 
His saying: 



(Allah will protect you from mankind) (5:67). 



(Those who convey the Message of Allah) until His saying: 



(And sufficient is Allah as a Reckoner) (33:39). And sufficient is Allah as a Helper and 
Supporter. And Allah told them the consequences in this world and the next, for them and for 
those who followed them, 



(you two as well asthose who follow you will be the victors.) This is like the Ayat: 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is Ail-Powerful, All-Mighty.) (58:21) 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life) (40:51) to the end of the Ayah. 



(36. Then when Musa came to them with Our Clear Ayat, they said: "This is nothing but 
invented magic. Never did we hear of this among our fathers of old.") (37. Musa said: "My Lord 
knows best him who came with guidance from Him, and whose will be the happy end in the 
Hereafter. Verily, the wrongdoers will not be successful.") 



Musa before Fir awn and His People 

Allah tells us how Musa and his brother Harun came before Fir' awn and his chiefs, and showed 
them the clear miracles and overwhelming proof that Allah had given them to confirm the truth 
of what they were saying about Allah being One and that His commandments were to be 
followed. Fir' awn and his chiefs saw that with their own eyes and realized that it was certainly 
from Allah, but because of their disbelief and sin they resorted to stubbornness and false 
arguments. This was because they were too evil and arrogant to follow the truth. They said: 



(This is nothing but invented magic.) meaning, fabricated and made up. They wanted to oppose 
him by means of their own tricks and their position and power, but this did not work. 



(Never did we hear of this among our fathers of old.) They were referring worshipping Allah 
Alone, with no partner or associate. They said: "We have never seen anyone among our 
forefathers following this religion; we have only ever seen people associating other gods in 
worship with Allah. Musa said in response to them: 



(My Lord knows best him who came with guidance from Him,) meaning, ' of me and you, and He 
will decide between me and you.' So he said: 



(and whose will be the happy end in the Hereafter. ) meaning, who will be supported and will 
prevail. 



(Verily, the wrongdoers will not be successful.) refers to the idolators who associate others in 
worship with Allah. 



(38. Fir' awn said: "0 chiefs! I know not that you have a god other than me. So kindle for me (a 
fire), Haman, to bake clay, and set up for me a Sarh in order that I may look at the God of 
Musa; and verily, I think that he (Musa) is one of the liars.") (39. And he and his armies were 
arrogant in the land, without right, and they thought that they would never return to Us.) (40. 
So, We seized him and his armies, and We threw them all into the sea. So, behold what was the 
end of the wrongdoers.) (41. And We made them leaders inviting to the Fire: and on the Day of 
Resurrection, they will not be helped.) (42. And We made a curse to follow them in this world, 
and on the Day of Resurrection, they will be among disgraced.) 



The Arrogance of Fir awn and His ultimate Destiny 

Allah tells us of Fir" awn's disbelief and wrongdoing, and how he falsely claimed divinity for his 
evil self, may Allah curse him. 



(Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him.) 43:54 He called on his people to recognize 
his divinity, and they responded, because of their weak and foolish minds. S3, he said: 



(0 chiefs! I know not that you have a god other than me.) Allah tells us about Fir" awn: 



(Then he gathered (his people) and cried aloud, saying: "I am your lord, most high." So Allah, 
seized him with punishment for his last and first transgression. Verily, in this is an instructive 
admonition for whosoever fears Allah.) (79:23-26) meaning: he brought his people together and 
called to them in a loud voice, shouting that, and they responded to him obediently. So Allah 
took revenge on him, and made him a lesson to others in this world and the Hereafter. He even 
confronted Musawith that, and said: 



(If you choose a god other than me, I will certainly put you among the prisoners) (26:29). 



(So kindle for me (a fire), Haman, to bake (bricks out of) clay, and set up for me a Sarh in 
order that I may look at the God of Musa;) He commanded his minister and adviser Haman to 
bake bricks for him, i.e., to make bricks in order to build a Sarh, a exalted towering palace. 
This is like the Ayah, 



(And Fir' awn said: "0 Haman! Build me a Sarh that I may arrive at the ways -- the ways of the 
heavens, and I may look upon the God of Musa, but verily, I think him to be a liar." Thus it was 
made fair seeming, in Fir' awn's eyes, the evil of his deeds, and he was hindered from the path; 
and the plot of Fir' awn led to nothing but loss and destruction) (40:36-37). Fir' awn built this 
tower, which was the highest structure ever seen on earth, because he wanted to show his 
people that Musa was lying when he claimed that there was a God other than Fir' awn. Fir' awn 
said: 



(and verily, I think that he (Musa) is one of the liars.) meaning, ' when he says that there is a 
lord other than me.' The issue was not whether Allah had sent Musa, because he did not 
acknowledge the existence of the Creator in the first place. On the contrary, he said: 



(And what isthe Lord of AI-' Alamin) (26:23) and: 



(If you choose a god other than me, I will certainly put you among the prisoners.) (26:29) and 
he said: 



(0 chiefs! I know not that you have a god other than me.) This was the view of Ibn Jarir. 



(And he and his armies were arrogant in the land, without right, and they thought that they 
would never return to Us.) means, they were arrogant oppressors who spread much mischief in 
the land, and they believed that there would be no Resurrection. 



(So, your Lord poured on them different kinds of severe torment. Verily, your Lord is Ever 
Watchful (over them).) (89:13-14). Allah says here: 



(So, We seized him and his armies, and We threw them all into the sea.) meaning, ' We 
drowned them in the sea in a single morning, and not one of them was left.' 



(So, behold what was the end of the wrongdoers. And We made them leaders inviting to the 
Fire) for those who followed them and took the same path as they did, rejecting the 
Messengers and denying the Creator. 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, they will not be helped.) their humiliation in this world is 
combined with and connected to their humiliation in the Hereafter, as Allah says: 



(We have destroyed them. And there was none to help them) (47:13). 



(And We made a curse to follow them in this world,) Allah decreed that they and their king 
Fir' awn should be cursed by the believers among His servants who follow His Messengers, just 
as in this world they were cursed by the Prophets and their followers. 



(and on the Day of Resurrection, they will be among disgraced.) Qatadah said, "This Ayah is like 
the Ayah, 



(They were pursued by a curse in this (life) and on the Day of Resurrection. Evil indeed is the 
gift given.) (11:99)." 



(43. And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture 
as an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might remember.) 



The Blessings which Allah bestowed upon Musa 

Allah tells us about the blessings which He gave His servant and Messenger Musa, the speaker, 
may the best of peace and blessings from his Lord be upon him, He revealed the Tawrah to him 
after He destroyed Fir' awn and his chiefs. 



(after We had destroyed the generations of old) After the revelation of the Tawrah, no nation 
would again be punished with an overwhelming calamity; instead the believers were now 
commanded to fight the enemies of Allah among the idolators, as Allah says: 



(And Fir' awn, and those before him, and the cities overthrown committed sin. And they 
disobeyed their Lord's Messenger, so He seized them with a strong punishment) (69:9-10). 



(as an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy,) guidance from blindness and 
error. A guidance to the truth and a mercy means, to show the way towards doing righteous 
deeds. 



(that they might remember.) means, that the people might be reminded and guided by it. 



(44. And you were not on the western side (of the Mount), when We made clear to Musa the 
commandment, and you were not among the witnesses.) (45. But We created generations, and 
long were the ages that passed over them. And you were not a dweller among the people of 
Madyan, reciting Our Ayat to them. But it is We Who kept sending (Messengers).) (46. And you 
were not at the side of At-Tur when We called. But (you are sent) as a mercy from your Lord, 
to give warning to a people to whom no warner had come before you, in order that they may 
remember or receive admonition.) (47. And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) 
in case a calamity should seize them for what their hands have sent forth, they would have 
said: "Our Lord! Why did You not send us a Messenger We would then have followed Your Ayat 
and would have been among the believers.") 



Proof of the Prophet hood of Muhammad 

Allah points out the proof of the prophethood of Muhammad , whereby he told others about 
matters of the past, and spoke about them as if he were hearing and seeing them for himself. 
But he was an illiterate man who could not read books, and he grew up among a people who 
knew nothing of such things. Similarly, Allah told him about Maryam and her story, as Allah 
said: 



(You were not with them, when they cast lots with their pens as to which of them should be 
charged with the care of Maryam; nor were you with them when they disputed) (3:44), 
meaning, 'you were not present then, but Allah has revealed this to you.' Similarly, Allah told 
him about Nuh and his people, and how He saved Nuh and drowned his people, then He said: 



(This is of the news of the Unseen which We reveal unto you ; neither you nor your people 
knew it before this. So, be patient. Surely, the (good) end is for those who have Taqwa) 
(11:49). And at the end of the same Surah (Hud) Allah says: 



(That is some of the news of the towns which We relate unto you) (11: 100). And here, after 
telling the story of Musa from beginning to end and how Allah began His revelation to him and 
spoke with him, Allah says: 



(And you were not on the western side (of the Mount), when We made clear to Musa the 
commandment,) meaning, " you -- Muhammad -- were not on the western side of the 
mountain where Allah spoke to Musa from the tree which wasto the east of it, in the valley.' 



(and you were not among the witnesses.) " to that event, but Allah has revealed this to you,' so 
that it may be evidence and proof of events which happened centuries ago, for people have 
forgotten the evidence that Allah established against them and what was revealed to the 
earlier Prophets. 



(And you were not a dweller among the people of Madyan, reciting Our Ayat to them.) 
meaning, 'you were not living among the people of Madyan reciting Our Ayat to them, when 
you started to tell about Our Prophet Shu' ayb and what he said to his people and how they 
responded.' 



(But it is We Who kept sending. ) means, ' but We revealed that to you and sent you to mankind 
as a Messenger.' 



(And you were not at the side of At-Tur when We called.) Qatadah said that: 



(And you were not at the side of At-Tur when We did call.) refers to Musa, and this-- and Allah 
knows best -- is like the Ayah: 



(And you were not on the western side (of the Mount), when We made clear to Musa the 
commandment,) Here Allah puts it in a different and more specific way by describing it as a 
call. This is like the Ayat: 



(And (remember) when your Lord called Musa) (26:10). 



(When his Lord called him in the sacred valley of Tuwa) (79:16). 



(And We called him from the right side of At-Tur, and made him draw near to Us for a talk with 
him) (19:52). 



(But (you are sent) as a mercy from your Lord,) means, ' you were not a witness to any of those 
things, but Allah has revealed them to you and told you about them as a mercy from Him to 
you and to His servants, by sending you to them,' 



(to give warning to a people to whom no warner had come before you, in order that they may 
remember or receive admonition.) means, * so that they may be guided by that which you bring 
from Allah.' 



(And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) -- in case a calamity should seize them 
for (the deeds) that their hands have sent forth, they would have said: "Our Lord! Why did You 
not send us a Messenger) meaning: 'and We have sent you to them to establish proof against 
them, and to give them no excuse when the punishment of Allah comes to them because of 
their disbelief, lest they offer the excuse that no Messenger or warner came to them.' This is 
like what Allah says about the situation after He revealed His blessed Book the Qur'an: 



(Lest you should say: "The Book was sent down only to two sects before us, and for our part, we 
were in fact unaware of what they studied." Or lest you should say: "If only the Book had been 
sent down to us, we would surely have been better guided than they." So, now has come unto 
you a clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy) (6:156-157). 



(Messengers as bearers of good news as well as warning in order that mankind should have no 
plea against Allah after the Messengers) (4:165). 



(0 People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger making (things) clear unto you, 
after a break in (the series of) Messengers, lest you say: "There came unto us no bringer of glad 
tidings and no warner." But now has come unto you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner) 
(5:19). And there are many similar Ayat. 



(48. But when the truth has come to them from Us, they say: "Why is he not given the like of 
what was given to Musa Did they not disbelieve in that which was given to Musa of old" They 
say: "Two kinds of magic, each helping the other!" And they say: "Verily, in both we are 
disbelievers." (49. Say: "Then bring a Book from Allah, which is a better guide than these two, 
that I may follow it, if you are truthful.") (50. But if they answer you not, then know that they 
only follow their own lusts. And who is more astray than one who follows his own lusts, without 
guidance from Allah Verily, Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) (51. And indeed 
now We have conveyed the Word to them, in order that they may remember.) 



The stubborn Response of the Disbelievers 

Allah tells us that if people were to be punished before proof was established against them, 
they would use the excuse that no Messenger came to them, but when the truth did come to 
them through Muhammad , in their stubbornness, disbelief, ignorance and misguided thinking, 
they said: 



(Why is he not given the like of what was given to Musa) Meaning -- and Allah knows best -- 
many signs like the staff, the hand, the flood, the locusts, the lice, the frogs, the blood, the 
destruction of crops and fruits -- which made things difficult for the enemies of Allah -- and the 
parting of the sea, the clouds (following the Children of Israel in the wilderness and) shading 
them, the manna and quails, and other clear signs and definitive proof, miracles which Allah 
wrought at the hands of Musa as evidence and proof against Fir' awn and his chiefs and the 
Children of Israel. But all of this had no effect on Fir" awn and his chiefs; on the contrary, they 
denied Musa and his brother Harun, as Allah tells us: 



(Have you come to us to turn us away from what we found our fathers following, and that you 
two may have greatness in the land We are not going to believe you two!) (10:78) 



(So they denied them both and became of those who were destroyed.) (23:48) 



The Rebellious do not believe in Miracles 

Allah says here: 



(Did they not disbelieve in that which was given to Musa of old) Did not mankind disbelieve in 
those mighty signs which were given to Musa 



(They say: "Two kinds of magic, each helping the other!") cooperating or working one with the 
other. 



(And they say: "Verily, in both we are disbelievers.") meaning, 'we disbelieve in each of them.' 
Because of the close relationship between Musa and Harun, mention of one includesthe other. 

False Accusation that Musa and Harun (peace be upon them both) 

practiced Magic 

bin Jabr said, "The Jews told Quraysh to say this to Muhammad , then Allah said: " Did they not 
disbelieve in that which was given to Musa of old They say: Two kinds of magic, each helping 
the other!' This refers to Musa and Harun, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon them 
both, 



(each helping the other) i.e., working together and supporting one another." This was also the 
view of Sa' id bin Jubayr and Abu Razin that the phrase "two kinds of magic" referred to Musa 
and Harun. This is a good suggestion. And Allah knows best. 



The Response to this False Accusation 



(Two kinds of magic, each helping the other!) ' AM bin Abi Talhah and AI-* Awfi reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas said that this refers to the Tawrah and the Qur'an, because Allah says next: 



(Say: "Then bring a Book from Allah, which is a better guide than these two that I may follow 
it.") Allah often mentionsthe Tawrah and the Qur'an together, as in the Ayat: 



(Say: "Who then sent down the Book which Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind, 
until: 



(And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down.") (6:91-92) And at the end of the same 
Surah, Allah says: 



(Then, We gave Musa the Book, to complete (Our favor) upon those who would do right) (6: 
154). 



(And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, so follow it and have Taqwa of Allah, 
that you may receive mercy) (6:155). And the Jinn said: 



(Verily, we have heard a Book sent down after Musa, confirming what came before it) (46:30). 
Waraqah bin Nawfal said, "This is An-Namus, who came down to Musa." And those who are 
possessed of insight know instinctively that among the many Books which He has sent down to 



His Prophets, there is no Book more perfect, more eloquent or more noble than the Book which 
He revealed to Muhammad , which is the Qur'an. Next to it in status and greatness is the Book 
which Allah revealed to Musa bin ' Imran, which is the Book concerning which Allah says: 



(Verily, We did send down the Tawrah, therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, 
who submitted themselves to Allah's will, judged for the Jews. And the rabbis and the priests, 
for to them was entrusted the protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto) 
(5:44). The Injil was revealed as a continuation and complement of the Tawrah and to permit 
some of the things that had been forbidden to the Children of Israel. Allah says: 



(Then bring a Book from Allah, which is a better guide than these two, that I may follow it, 
you are truthful.) meaning, " in your effortsto refute the truth with false arguments.' 



(But if they answer you not,) means, ' if they do not respond to what you tell them, and do not 
follow the truth,' 



(then know that they only follow their own lusts.) means, with no basis or evidence, p 



(And who is more astray than one who follows his own lusts, without guidance from Allah) 
means, with no guidance taken from the Book of Allah. 



(Verily, Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) 



(And indeed now We have conveyed the Word) Mujahid said: "We have explained the Word to 
them." As-Suddi said something similar. Qatadah said: "Allah is saying, ' He has told them what 
He did in the past and what He will do in the future.'" 



(in order that they may remember.) Mujahid and others said: 



(We have conveyed the Word) means, to Quraysh. 



(52. Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in it.) (53. And when it is 
recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we have been from Muslims.") (54. These will be given their reward twice over, 
because they are patient, and repel evil with good, and spend out of what We have provided 
for them.) (55. And when they hear evil vain talk, they withdraw from it and say: "To us our 
deeds, and to you your deeds. Peace be to you. We seek not (the way of) the ignorant.") 

The Believers among the People of the Book 

Allah tells us that the pious scholars among the People of the Book believe in the Qur'an, as He 
says: 



(Those to whom We gave the Book recite it as it should be recited, they are the ones who 
believe therein) (2:121). 



(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, those who believe in Allah and in 
that which has been revealed to you, and in that which has been revealed to them, humbling 
themselves before Allah) (3:199). 



(Verily, those who were given knowledge before it, when it is recited to them, fall down on 
their faces in humble prostration. And they say: "Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of 
our Lord must be fulfilled.") (17:107-108) 



(And you will find the nearest in love to the believers those who say: "We are Christians. ") 
until: 



(so write us down among the witnesses) (5:82-83). Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "This was revealed 
concerning seventy priests who were sent byAn-Najashi (ruler of Ethiopia). When they came to 
the Prophet , he recited to them: 



(Ya Sin. By the Qur'an, full of wisdom.) (36:1-2) until he completed the Surah. They began to 
weep, and they embraced Islam. These other Ayat were revealed concerning them: 



(Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in it. And when it is recited to 
them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it isthe truth from our Lord. Indeed even before it we 
have been from Muslims.") meaning, " even befor e the Qur'an came we were Muslims, i.e., we 
believed in One God and were sincerely responding to Allah's commands.' 



(These will be given their reward twice over, because they are patient,) means, those who 
have this characteristic -- that they believed in the first Book and then in the second. Allah 
says: 



(because they are patient,) meaning, in their adherence to the truth, for taking such thing 
upon oneself is not easy for people. It was reported in the Sahih from the Hadith of ' Amir Ash- 
Sha' bi from Abu Burdah that Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(There are three who will be given their reward twice: a man among the People of the Book 
who believed in his Prophet then believed in me; a slave who fulfills his duty towards Allah and 
towards his master; and a man who has a slave woman and educates her and teaches her good 
manners, then he frees her and marries her.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said: 



"On the day of the Conquest of Makkah ! was walking alongside the Messenger of Allah as he 
was riding, and he said some very beautiful words, including the following: 



» 



« 

(Whoever among the people of the two Books becomes Muslim, he will have his reward twice, 
and he has the same rights and duties as we do. Whoever among the idoiators becomes Muslim 
will have one reward, and he has the same rights and duties as we do.)" Allah's saying: 



(and repei evil with good,) means, they do not respond to evil in kind, rather they forgive and 
overlook. 



(and spend out of what We have provided for them.) meaning, 'from the lawful provision that 
We have given them, they spend on their families and relatives asthey are required to do, and 
they pay Zakah and give voluntary charity.' 



(And when they hear evil vain talk, they withdraw from it) meaning, they do not mix with the 
people who indulge in such talk, rather they do as Allah says: 



(and if they pass by some evil vain talk, they pass by it with dignity) (25:72). 



(and they say: "To us our deeds, and to you your deeds. Peace be to you. We seek not (the way 
of) the ignorant.") means, if some foolish person speaks to them in a foolish manner and says 
something to which it does not befit them to respond, they turn away from him and do not 
respond in kind with ugly speech. They never say anything but good words. Allah says of them 
t hat t hey say: 



(To us our deeds, and to you your deeds. Peace be to you. We seek not (the way of) the 
ignorant.) meaning, ' we do not seek the way of the ignorant and we do not like it.' 



(56. Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills. And He knows best 
those who are the guided.) (57. And they say: "If we follow the guidance with you, we would be 
snatched away from our land." Have We not established for them a secure sanctuary, to which 
are brought fruitsof all kinds, a provision from Ourselves, but most of them know not.) 

Allah guides Whom He wills 

Allah says to His Messenger : ' Muhammad: 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like)' meaning, Mhe matter does not rest with you; all that 
you have to do is convey the Message, and Allah will guide whom He wills, and His is the 
ultimate wisdom,' as He says: 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills.) (2:272) 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) (12:103) This Ayah is even 
more specific than the following: 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills. And He knows best those 
who are the guided.) meaning: Allah knows best who deserves to be guided and who deserves 
to be misguided. It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat this Ayah was revealed concerning Abu 
Talib, the paternal uncle of the Messenger of Allah . He used to protect the Prophet, support 
him and stand by him. He loved the Prophet dearly, but this love was a natural love, i.e., born 
of kinship, not a love that was born of the fact that he was the Messenger of Allah . When he 
was on his deathbed, the Messenger of Allah called him to Faith and to enter Islam, but the 
decree overtook him and he remained a follower of disbelief, and Allah's is the complete 
wisdom. Az-Zuhri said: "Sa id bin Al-Musayyib narrated to me that his father, Al-Musayyib bin 
Hazan Al-Makhzumi, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "When Abu Talib was dying, the 
Messenger of Allah came to him and found Abu Jahl bin Hisham and ' Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah 
bin Al-Mughirah with him. The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(0 my uncle, say La ilaha illallah, a word which I may use as evidence in your favor before Allah 
in the Hereafter .) Abu Jahl bin Hisham and 'Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah said: '0 Abu Talib, 
will you leave the religion of * Abdul-Muttalib' The Messenger of Allah kept urging him to say La 
ilaha illallah, and they kept saying, 'Will you leave the religion of 'Abdul-Muttalib' -- until, at 
the very end, he said that he was on the religion of " Abdul-Muttalib, and he refused to say La 
ilaha illallah. The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(By Allah, I shall certainly seek forgiveness for you unless I am told not to.) Then Allah 
revealed: 



(It is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the 
idolators, even though they be of kin) (9:113). And there was revealed concerning Abu Talib 
the Ayah, 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills.)" This was recorded (by 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim) from the Hadith of Az-Zuhri. 



The Excuses made by the People of Makkah for not believing, and 

the Refutation of Their Excuses 



(And they say: "If we follow the guidance with you, we would be snatched away from our 
land.") Allah tells us that this is the excuse which was given by some of the disbelievers for not 
following true guidance. They said to the Messenger of Allah : 



(If we follow the guidance with you, we would be snatched away from our land.), meaning, 
'we are afraid that if we follow the message of guidance that you have brought, and go against 
the pagan Arab tribes around us, they will seek to do us harm and wage war against us, and 
they may snatch us away from wherever we may be.' Allah said in response to them: 



(Have We not established for them a secure sanctuary,) meaning, the excuse they give is a lie 
and is false, because Allah has put them in a secure city and a venerated sanctuary which has 
been safe from the time it was built -- how could this sanctuary be safe for them when they 
believed in disbelief and Shirk, and how could it not be safe for them when they become 
Muslims and follow the truth 



(to which are brought fruits of all kinds, ) means, all kinds of fruits from the surrounding 
regions, from At-Ta'if and elsewhere. Smilarly, the people of Makkah engaged in trade and 
other goods also came to their city. 



(a provision from Ourselves, but most of them know not.) - this is why they said what they said. 



(58. And how many a town have We destroyed, which was thankless for its means of livelihood! 
And those are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them except a little. And 
verily, We have been the heirs.) (59. And never will your Lord destroy the towns until He sends 
to their mother town a Messenger reciting to them Our Ayat. And never would We destroy the 
towns unless the people thereof are wrongdoers.) 

The Destruction of Towns, which are not destroyed until Evidence 

is established against Them 

Referring to the people of Makkah, Allah says: 



(And how many a town have We destroyed, which was thankless for its means of livelihood!) 
They were arrogant transgressors who denied Allah's blessing of giving them ample provision. 
This is like the Ayah, o 



(And Allah puts forward the example of a township, that dwelt secure and well-content: its 
provision coming to it in abundance from every place) until: 



(So the torment overtook them while they were wrongdoers.) (16:1 12-1 13) Allah said: 



(And those are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them except a little.) 
Their land became empty and desolate, and you can see nothing but their dwellings. 



(And verily, We have been the heirs.) Their towns became ruins, with none remaining. Then 
Allah tells us of His justice and that He does not destroy anyone unjustly; on the contrary, He 
destroys those whom He destroys after establishing proof against them. So, he says: 



(And never will your Lord destroy the towns until He sends to their mother town) i.e., Makkah 



(a Messenger reciting to them Our Ayat.) This indicates that the Unlettered Prophet, 
Muhammad was sent from the Mother of Cities as a Messenger to all cities and towns, Arab and 
non-Arab alike. This is like the Ayat: 



(so that you may warn the Mother of Towns and all those around it) (6:92). 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.") (7:158), 



(That I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.) (6:19) 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) (11:17). 



(And there is not a town but We shall destroy it before the Day of Resurrection, or punish it 
with a severe torment.) (17:58). Allah tells us that He will destroy every town before the Day 
of Resurrection, as He says: 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger.) (17:15). Allah has sent the Unlettered 
Prophet to all the towns (all of mankind), because he has been sent to the Mother of Cities, 
their source to which they all return. It was recorded in the Two Sahihsthat the Prophet said: 

« » 

(I have been sent to the red and the black.) Prophethood ended with him, and there is no 
Prophet or Messenger to come after him, but his way will remain as long as night and day 
remain, until the Day of Resurrection. 



(60. And whatever you have been given is an enjoyment of the life of the world and its 
adornment, and that which is with Allah is better and will remain forever. Have you then no 
sense) (61. Is he whom We have promised an excellent promise -- which he will find true -- like 
him whom We have made to enjoy the luxuries of the life of the world, then on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will be among those brought up) 



This World is transient and the One Whose concern is this World is 
not equal to the One Whose concern is the Hereafter 



Allah tells us about the insignificance of this world and its contemptible adornments which are 
nothing in comparison to the great and lasting delights which Allah prepared for His righteous 
servants in the Hereafter. As Allah says: 



(Whatever iswith you, will be exhausted, and whatever iswith Allah will remain) (16:96). 



(and that which iswith Allah isthe best for the most righteous.) (3:198) 



(whereas the life of this world as compared with the Hereafter is but a brief passing 
enjoyment.) (13:26) 



(Nay, you prefer the life of this world. Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting. 
(87:16-17). The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(By Allah, the life of this world in comparison to the Hereafter is as if one of you were to dip 
his finger in the sea; let him see what comes back to him. ) Allah's saying: 



(Have you then no sense) means, do those who prefer this world to the Hereafter have no sense 



(Is he whom We have promised an excellent promise -- which he will find true -- like him whom 
We have made to enjoy the luxuries of the life of the world, then on the Day of Resurrection, 
he will be among those brought up) Is the one who believes in the reward which Allah has 
promised in return for righteous deeds, which he will undoubtedly attain, like one who 
disbelieves in the meeting with Allah and in His promises and threats He is only enjoying a few 
days in this life, 



(then on the Day of Resurrection, he will be among those brought up.) Mujahid and Qatadah 
said: "He will be among those who are punished." It was said that this was revealed concerning 
the Messenger of Allah and Abu Jahl, or that it was revealed concerning Hamzah and AM, and 
Abu Jahl. Both views were narrated from Mujahid. The apparent meaning is that it is more 
general than that. This is like the Ayah where Allah describes a believer in Paradise looking out 
at his companion who is in Hell, and saying: 



(Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those brought 
forth (to Hell).) (37:57) And Allah says: 



(but the Jinn know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him)) (37:158). 



(62. And (remember) the Day when He will call to them and say: "Where are My (so-called) 
partners whom you used to assert") (63. Those about whom the Word will have been fulfilled 
will say: "Our Lord! These are they whom we led astray. We led them astray, as we were astray 
ourselves. We declare our innocence before You. It was not us they worshipped.") (64. And it 
will be said: "Call upon your partners," and they will call upon them, but they will give no 
answer to them, and they will see the torment. If only they had been guided!) (65. And the Day 
He will call to them, and say: "What answer gave you to the Messengers") (66. Then the news of 
a good answer will be obscured to them on that Day, and they will not be able to ask one 
another.) (67. But as for him who repented, believed, and did righteous deeds, then perhaps he 
will be among those who are successful.) 

The Idolators and Their Partners and the Emnity between Them in 

the Hereafter 

Allah informs of how He will rebuke the idolators on the Day of Resurrection, when He will call 
them and say: 



("Where are My (so-called) partners whom you used to assert") meaning, 'where are the gods 
which you used to worship in the world, the idols and rivals Can they help you or save you' This 
is said in the nature of a rebuke and warning, as in the Ayah, 



(And truly, you have come unto Us alone as We created you the first time. You have left behind 
you all that which We had bestowed on you. We see not with you your intercessors whom you 



claimed to be partners with Allah. Now all relations between you and them have been cut off, 
and all that you used to claim has vanished from you.) (6:94) His saying: 



(Those about whom the Word will have been fulfilled) means the Shayatin and evil Jinn, and 
those who used to advocate disbelief. 



("Our Lord! These are they whom we led astray. We led them astray, as we were astray 
ourselves. We declare our innocence before You. It was not us they worshipped.") They will 
testify against them and say that they led them astray, then they will declare their innocence 
of their worship. This is like the Ayat: 



(And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give them honor, power and glory. 
Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to them.) (19:81-82) 



(And who is more astray than one who calls besides Allah, who will not answer him till the Day 
of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls to them And when mankind are 
gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) (46:5-6). Ibrahim 
Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, said to his people: 



(You have taken idols instead of Allah. The love between you is only in the life of this world, 
but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each other.) (29:25) 



(When those who were followed disown those who followed, and they see the torment, then all 
their relations will be cut off from them) until: 



(And they will never get out of the Fire.) (2:166-167). Allah says: 



(And it will be said (to them): "Call upon your partners,") meaning, 'to save you from the 
predicament you are in, as you hoped that they would do in this world.' 



(and they will call upon them, but they will give no answer to them, and they will see the 
torment.) means, they will realize for sure that they are inevitably destined for the Fire. His 
saying: 



(If only they had been guided!) means, when they see the punishment with their own eyes, 
they will wish that they had been among the guided in this world. This is like the Ayah, 



(And the Day He will say: "Call those partners of Mine whom you claimed." Then they will cry 
unto them, but they will not answer them, and We shall put a Mawbiq (a barrier) between 
them. And the criminals, shall see the Fire and apprehend that they have to fall in it. And they 
will find no way of escape from there.) (18:52-53) Their attitude towards the Messengers on 
the Day of Resurrection 



(And the Day He will call to them, and say: "What answer gave you to the Messengers") The first 
call will be concerning the issue of Tawhid, which includes evidences of the prophethood -- 
' What was your response to the Messengers who were sent to you How did you deal with them' 
This is like the questions which will be asked of a person in his grave: 'who is your Lord who is 
your Prophet and what is your religion' The believer will testify that there is no God except 
Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, but the disbelievers will say, "Oh, oh, I 
do not know." & he will have no answer on the Day of Resurrection except to remain silent, 
because whoever is blind in this world (i.e., does not see Allah's signs and believes not in Him), 
will be blind in the Hereafter, and more astray. Allah says: 



(Then the news of a good answer will be obscured to them on that Day, and they will not be 
able to ask one another.) Mujahid said: "The proof will be obscured from them," so they will 
not be able to ask one another for help by virtue of their blood ties. Allah's saying: 



(But as for him who repented, believed, and did righteous deeds,) means, in this world. 



(then perhaps he will be among those who are successful.) means, on the Day of Resurrection. 
And the word; perhaps ('Asa), when used in reference to Allah, may He be exalted, implies 
that the thing described will inevitably come to pass, and this will undoubtedly happen by the 
grace and mercy of Allah. 



(68. And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses, no choice have they. Glorified is 
Allah, and exalted above all that they associate.) (69. And your Lord knows what their breasts 
conceal, and what they reveal.) (70. And He is Allah; La ilaha ilia Huwa, His is the praise in the 
first and in the last, and His isthe decision, and to Him shall you be returned.) 

Allah Alone isthe One Who has the Power of Creation, Knowledge 

and Choice 

Allah tells us that He is the only One Who has the power to create and make decisions, and 
there is no one who can dispute with Him in that or reverse His judgement. His saying: 



(And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses,) means, whatever He wills, for what 
He wills, happens; and what He does not will, does not happen. All things, good and bad alike, 
are in His Hands and will return to Him. 



(no choice have they.) is a negation, according to the correct view. This is like the Ayah, 



(It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter 
that they should have any option in their decision) (33:36). Then Allah says: 



(And your Lord knows what their breasts conceal, and what they reveal.) He knows what is 
hidden in their hearts, just as He knows what they do openly. 



(It is the same whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, whether he be hid 
by night or goes forth freely by day.) (13:10). 



(And He is Allah; La ilaha ilia Huwa,) meaning, He is unique in His divinity, for none is to be 
worshipped besides Him, and there is no lord who can create what he wills and chooses besides 
Him. 



(His is the praise, in the first and in the last,) in all that He does, He is to be praised for His 
justice and wisdom. 



(His is the decision,) that none can put back, because of His might, power, wisdom and mercy. 



(and to Him shall you be returned.) means, all of you on the Day of Resurrection, and everyone 
will be rewarded or punished according to his deeds, good and evil alike, and absolutely none 
of their deeds will be concealed from Him. 



(71. Say: "Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, 
which god besides Allah could bring you light Will you not then hear") (72. Say: "Tell me! If 
Allah made the day continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, which god besides Allah 
could bring you night wherein you rest Will you not then see") (73. It is out of His mercy that He 
has made for you the night and the day that you may rest therein and that you may seek of His 
bounty -- and in order that you may be grateful.) 

Night and Day are among the Blessings of Allah and are Signs of 

Tawhid 

Allah reminds His servants of His favors towards them by subjugating for them the night and 
day, without which they could not survive. He explains that if He made the night continuous, 
lasting until the Day of Resurrection, that would be harmful for them and would cause boredom 
and st ress. So He says: 



(which god besides Allah could bring you light) meaning, " with which you could see things and 
which would bring you relief 



(Will you not then hear) Then Allah tells us that if He had made the day continuous, lasting 
until the Day of Resurrection, that would also be harmful for them and their bodies would get 
tired from so much movement and activity. Allah says: 



(which god besides Allah could bring you night wherein you rest) meaning, Mo rest from your 
work and activity.' 



(Will you not then see It is out of His mercy) towards you, 



(that He has made for you the night and the day) He created both, 



(that you may rest therein) during the night, 



(and that you may seek of His bounty) during the day, by traveling, moving about and working. 



(and in order that you may be grateful.) So that you may give thanks to Allah by performing all 
kinds of acts of worship at night and during the day. Whoever misses something during the 
night can make it up during the day, and vice versa. This is like the Ayah, 



(And He it is Who has put the night and the day in succession, for such who desires to 
remember or desires to show his gratitude.) (25:62). And there are many similar Ayat. 



(74. And the Day when He will call to them, and will say: "Where are My (so-called) partners, 
whom you used to assert") (75. And We shall take out from every nation a witness, and We shall 
say: "Bring your proof." Then they shall know that the truth is with Allah, and the lies which 
they invented will disappear from them.) 

Rebuking the Idolators 

This is another call by way of rebuke for those who worshipped other gods besides Allah. The 
Lord, may He be exalted, will call to them before all the witnesses, and will say: 



(Where are My (so-called) partners, whom you used to assert) meaning, in this world. 



(And We shall takeout from every nation a witness,) Mujahidsaid, "This means a Messenger. 



(and We shall say: "Bring your proof.") meaning, 'of the truth of your claim that Allah had any 
partners.' 



(Then they shall know that the truth is with Allah,) meaning, that there is no god besides Him. 
Then they will not speak and they will not be able to find any answer. 



(and the lies which they invented will disappear from them.) they will vanish and will be of no 
benefit to them. 



(76. Verily, Qarun was of Musa's people, but he behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave 
him of the treasures, that of which the keys would have been a burden to a body of strong 
men. Remember when his people said to him: "Do not exult. Verily, Allah likes not those who 
exult.") (77. "But seek, with that which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, 
and forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world; and be generous as Allah has 



been generous to you, and seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not the mischief- 
makers.") 



Qarun and His People's exhortation 

It was recorded t hat Ibn " Abbas said: 



(Verily, Qarun was of Musa's people,) "He was the son of his paternal uncle." This was also the 
view of Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, 'Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal, Sammak bin Harb, Qatadah, 
Malik bin Dinar, Ibn Jurayj and others; they all said that he was the cousin of Musa, peace be 
upon him. Ibn Jurayj said: "He was Qarun bin Yashar bin Qahith, and Musa was the son of 
x Imran bin Qahith. 



(And We gave him of the treasures,) meaning, of wealth; 



(that of which the keys would have been a burden to a body of strong men.) Groups of strong 
men would not have been able to carry them because they were so many. Al-A* mash narrated 
from Khaythamah, "The keys of Qarun's treasure were made of leather, each key like a finger, 
and each key was for a separate storeroom. When he rode anywhere, the keys would be carried 
on sixty mules with white blazes on their foreheads and white feet." Other views were also 
given, and Allah knows best. 



(Remember when his people said to him: "Do not exult. Verily, Allah likes not those who 
exult.") means, the righteous ones among his people exhorted him. By way of sincere advice 
and guidance, they said: "Do not exult in what you have," meaning, 'do not be arrogant and 
proud of your wealth.' 



(Verily, Allah likes not those who exult.) Ibn " Abbas said, "This means, those who rejoice and 
gloat." Mujahid said, "It means those who are insolent and reckless, and do not thank Allah for 
what He has given them." His saying: 



(But seek, with that which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget 
not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world;) means, 'use this great wealth and 
immense blessing Allah has given you to worship your Lord and draw closer to Him by doing a 
variety of good deeds which will earn you reward in thisworld and the Hereafter.' 



(and forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world;) 'That which Allah has 
permitted of food, drink, clothing, dwelling places and women. Your Lord has rights over you, 
your self has rights over you, your family has rights over you, and your visitors have rights over 
you. So give each of them their due.' 



(and be generous as Allah has been generous to you, ) ' Be generous to His creatures, as He has 
been generous to you.' 



(and seek not mischief in the land.) meaning: 'do not let your aim be to spread corruption on 
earth and do harm to Allah's creation.' 



(Verily, Allah likes not the mischief-makers.) 



(78. He said: "This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess." Did he not 
know that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who were stronger than him in 



might and greater in the amount they had collected But the criminals will not be questioned of 
their sins.) 



Allah informs us how Qarun responded to the exhortations of his 
people when they sought to guide him to what is good. 



(He said: "This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.") meaning, ' I 
have no need of your advice; Allah has only given me this wealth because He knows that I 
deserve it and because He loves me. ' In other words: ' He has given it to me because He knows 
that I am fit for this.' This is like the Ayat: 



(When harm touches man, he calls upon Us; then when We have changed it into a favor from 
Us, he says: "Only because of knowledge I obtained it.") (39:49) An alternative interpretation of 
this Ayah says that the meaning is: "Only because of what Allah knows about me did I obtain 
this favor." This is like His saying: 



(And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after some adversity has touched him, he 
is sure to say: "This is from me.") (41:50) meaning, "I deserved it." Imam ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam explained this Ayah very well. Concerning the phrase, 



(He said: "This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.") He said: "Were 
it not for the fact that Allah is pleased with me and knows my virtue, He would not have given 
me this wealth." And He said: 



(Did he not know that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who were stronger 
than him in might and greater in the amount they had collected) This is what those who have 



little knowledge say when they see a person whom Allah has granted a lot of wealth; they say 
that if he did not deserve it, Allah would not have given it to him. 



(79. So, he went forth before his people in his finery. Those who were desirous of the life of 
the world, said: "Ah, would that we had the like of what Qarun has been given! Verily, he isthe 
owner of a great fortune.") e(80. But those who had been given knowledge said: "Woe to you! 
The reward of Allah is better for those who believe and do righteous deeds, and this none shall 
attain except the patient.") 



How Qarun went forth in His Finery, and His People's Comments 

Allah tells us how Qarun went forth one day before his people with his magnificent regalia; 
wearing his fine clothes, accompanied by his fine horses, his servants and retinue. When those 
whose desires and inclinations were for the world saw his adornments and splendor, they 
wished that they could have the same as he had been given, and said: 



(Ah, would that we had the like of what Qarun has been given! Verily, he is the owner of a 
great fortune.) meaning, " he is very lucky and has a great share in this world.' When the people 
of beneficial knowledge heard this, they said to them: 



(Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for those who believe and do righteous deeds,) 
'Allah's reward to His believing, righteous servants in the Hereafter is better than what you 
see,' as is reported in the authentic Hadith: 



» 



(Allah has prepared for His righteous servants what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and the 
heart of a human cannot comprehend. Recite, if you wish: (No person knows what is kept 
hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they used to do.)) (32:17). 



(and this none shall attain except the patient.) As-Suddi said: "None shall reach Paradise except 
for the patient" -- as if this were the completion of the statement made by the people of 
knowledge. Ibn Jarir said, "This applies only to those who patiently forsake the love of this 
world, seeking the Hereafter. It is as if this is part of what the people of knowledge said, but it 
is made part of the Words of Allah, stating this fact." 



(81. So, We caused the earth to swallow him and his dwelling place. Then he had no group to 
help him against Allah, nor was he one of those who could save themselves.) (82. And those 
who desired his position the day before, began to say: "Know you not that it is Allah Who 
expands the provision or restricts it to whomsoever He pleases of His servants. Had it not been 
that Allah was Gracious to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up! Know you not 
that the disbelievers will never be successful.") 



How Qarun and His Dwelling Place were swallowed up by the Earth 

After telling us about Qarun's conceit and pride in his adornments, and how he was arrogant 
towards his people and transgressed against them, Allah then tells us how he and his dwelling 
place were swallowed up by the earth. This was also reported in the Sahih by Al-Bukhari from 
Salim, who said that his father told him that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(While a man was dragging his lower garment, he was swallowed up and he will remain sinking 
down into the earth until the Day of Resurrection.) He also recorded something similar from 
Salim from Abu Hurayrah from the Prophet . Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa* id said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(When a man among the people who came before you went out wearing two green garments, 
walking proudly and arrogantly, Allah commanded the earth to swallow him up, and he will 
remain sinking down into it until the Day of Resurrection.) This version was recorded only by 
Ahmad, and its chain of narration is Hasan (sound). 



(Then he had no group to help him against Allah, nor was he one of those who could save 
themselves.) means, his wealth, group, servants and retinue were of no avail to him; they 
could not protect him from the wrath and vengeance of Allah. Nor could he help himself or 
save himself. There was no one to help him, neither himself nor anybody else. 



His People learned a Lesson from Him being swallowed up 

Allah's saying: 



(And those who had desired his position the day before,) means, those witnessed him with his 
finery and said: 



(Those who were desirous of the life of the world, said: "Ah, would that we had the like of 
what Qarun has been given! Verily, he is the owner of a great fortune.") When he was 
swallowed up in the earth, they began to say: 



(Know you not that it is Allah Who expands the provision or restricts it to whomsoever He 
pleases of His servants.) Wealth does not indicate that Allah is pleased with its owner, for Allah 
gives and withholds, allows times of difficulty and times of ease, raises and lowers, His is the 
most complete wisdom and most convincing proof. According to a Hadith narrated by Ibn 
Mas ud, 



» 



« 



(Allah has allot ed character among you just as He has allot ed your provision. Allah gives wealth 
to those whom He loves and those whom He does not love, but He gives Faith only to those 
whom He loves.) 



(Had it not been that Allah was Gracious to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us 
up!) meaning, ' were it not for the kindness and grace of Allah towards us, we could have been 
swallowed up by the earth just as he was swallowed up, because we wanted to be like him.' 



(Know you not that the disbelievers will never be successful.) He was a disbeliever, and the 
disbelievers will never be successful before Allah in this world or in the Hereafter. 



(83. That is the home of the Hereafter, We shall assign to those who do not want to exalt 
themselves in the land nor cause corruption. And the good end is for those who have Taqwa.) 
(84. Whosoever brings good, he shall have the better thereof; and whosoever brings evil, then 
those who do evil deeds will only be requited for what they used to do.) 

The Blessings of the Hereafter for the humble Believers 

Allah tells us that He has made the home of the Hereafter, and its eternal delights which will 
never change or fade away, for His believing, humble servants who do not rebel against the 
truth with pride and oppression in the land. They do not exalt themselves above the creatures 
of Allah, arrogantly oppressing them and spreading corruption among them. ' Ikrimah said that 
this phrase referred to haughtiness and arrogance. Ibn Jurayj said: 



(those who do not want to exalt themselves in the land) "Arrogance and tyranny, 



(nor cause corruption) committing sins." Ibn Jarir recorded that Al i said, "If a man wants the 
straps of his sandals to be better than the straps of his companion's sandals, then he is one of 
those referred to in the Ayah, 



(That is the home of the Hereafter, We shall assign to those who do not want to exalt 
themselves in the land nor cause corruption. And the good end is for those who have Taqwa.) 
This is understood to mean that if his intention is to show off and appear better than others, 
then that is to be condemned, as it was reported in the Sahih that the Prophet said: 



» 
« 

(It has been revealed to me that you should be humble to the extent that none of you boasts to 
others or mistreats others. ) But if a person simply likes to look good, then there is nothing 
wrong with that. It was recorded that a man said: "0 Messenger of Allah, I like to have my 
garment looking good and my shoes looking good -- is this a kind of arrogance" The Prophet 
said: 

« » 

(No, for Allah is beautiful and loves beauty...) And Allah says: 



(Whosoever brings good,) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 



(he shall have the better thereof;) meaning, the reward of Allah is better than the good deeds 
of His servant -- how can it not be, when Allah has multiplied it many times over This is the 
position of generosity. Then Allah says: 



(and whosoever brings evil, then those who do evil deeds will only be requited for what they 
used to do.) This is like the Ayah, 



(And whoever brings an evil deed, they will be cast down on their faces in the Fire. (And it will 
be said to them) "Are you being recompensed anything except what you used to do") (27: 90). 
This is the post it ion of generosity and justice. 



(85. Verily, He Who has given you the Qur'an, will surely bring you back to the return. Say: "My 
Lord is Aware of him who brings guidance, and of him who is in manifest error.") (86. And you 
were not expecting that the Book would be sent down to you, but it is a mercy from your Lord. 
So never be a supporter of the disbelievers.) (87. And let them not turn you away from the 
Ayat of Allah after they have been sent down to you, and invite to your Lord and be not of 
idolators.) (88. And invoke not any other god along with Allah, La ilaha ilia Huwa. Everything 
will perish save His Face. His is the decision, and to Him you shall be returned.) 

The Command to convey the Message of Tawhid 

Here Allah commands His Messenger to convey the Message and recite the Qur'an to people. He 
tells him that he will be brought back to the return, which is the Day of Resurrection, where he 
will be asked about the prophet hood he was entrusted with. So Allah says: 



(Verily, He Who has given you the Qur'an, will surely bring you back to the return.) meaning, 
"t he One Who has commanded you to put it into practice among mankind,' 



(will surely bring you back to the return.) * On the Day of Resurrection, where He will question 
you concerning that,' as Allah said: 



(Then surely, We shall question those to whom it was sent and verily, We shall question the 
Messengers.) (7:6) Allah said: 



(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was the 
response you received") (5:109). And He said: 



(and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward) (39: 69) In his Tafsir of hisSahih, 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn x Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(will surely bring you back to the return.) "To Makkah." This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in 
his Tafsir in his Sunan, and by Ibn Jarir. Al-' Awfi also reported from Ibn " Abbas that the 
phrase: 



(will surely bring you back to the return.) means, "will surely bring you back to Makkah as He 
brought you out of it." Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that Mujahid commented on: 



(will surely bring you back to the return.) He said, "Back to your place of birth in Makkah." Ibn 
'Abbas is also reported to have interpreted it variously referring to death, to the Day of 
Resurrection which will come after death, and to Paradise which will be his reward and his 
destiny for putting the Message of Allah into practice and conveying it to the humans and Jinns, 
and because he is the most perfect, most eloquent and most noble of all the creation of Allah. 
Allah's saying: 



(Say: "My Lord is Aware of him who brings guidance, and of him who is in manifest error.") 
means: "Say, O Muhammad, to those among your people who oppose you and disbelieve you, 
among the idolators and those who follow them in their disbelief, ' My Lord knows best which 
of us, you or I, is rightly guided, and you will come to know for which of us will be the (happy) 
end in the Hereafter, and for which of us will be a good end and victory in this world and in the 
Hereafter'." Then Allah reminds His Prophet the numerous blessings He granted to him and 
mankind by virtue of sending him to them: 



(And you were not expecting that the Book would be sent down to you,) ' Before the revelation 
was sent down to you, you did not expect that revelation would be sent down to you.' 



(but it is a mercy from your Lord.) means, 'but revelation has been sent down to you from 
Allah as a mercy to you and to mankind because of you. Snce Allah has granted you this great 
blessing,' 



(So never be a supporter) i.e., a helper, 



(of the disbelievers.) rather, separate from them, 'express your hostility towards them and 
oppose them. ' 



(And let them not turn you away from the Ayat of Allah after they have been sent down to 
you.) meaning, " Do not let their opposition to you affect you or put people off from following 
your way; do not worry about that or pay any attention to it, for Allah will make your word 
supreme, will support your religion and will make the Message with which He has sent you 
prevail over all other religions.' So He says: 



(and invite to your Lord) to worship your Lord Alone, with no partners or associates, 



(and be not of idolators.) 



(And invoke not any other god along with Allah, there is no God but Him.) means, it is not 
appropriate to worship anything or anybody except Him, and divinity does not befit any except 
His glory. 



(Everything will perish save His Face.) Here Allah is telling us that He is Eternal, Ever Lasting, 
Ever Living, Self-Sustaining, Who, although His creation dies, He will never die, as He says: 



(Whatsoever is on it will perish. And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and honor will 
remain forever.) (55:26-27). Allah used the word "Face" to refer to Himself, as He says here: 



(Everything will perish save His Face.) meaning, everything except Him. It was reported in the 
Sahih via Abu Salamah that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(The truest word of a poet was the saying of Labid - indeed everything except Allah is false.) 



(His is the decision,) means, dominion and control, and there is none who can reverse His 
judgement or decision. 



(and to Him you shall be returned.) means, on the Day when you will be brought back, and He 
will reward or punish you according to your deeds: if they are good, then you will be rewarded, 
and if they are bad, then you will be punished. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Qasas. 
To Allah be praise and blessings. 



The Tafsir of Surat Al- Ankabut 

(Chapter - 29) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam Mim.) (2. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We 
believe," and will not be tested.) (3. And We indeed tested those who were before them so 
that Allah will indeed know those who are true, and He will know those who are liars.) (4. Or 
think those who do evil deeds that they can outstrip Us Evil is that which they judge!) 

The Believers are tested so that it may be known Who is Sincere 

and Who is Lying In the beginning of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah, 

we discussed the letters which appear at the beginning of some 

Surahs 



(Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and will not be 
tested.) This is a rebuke in the form of a question, meaning that Allah will inevitably test His 
believing servants according to their level of faith, as it recorded in the authentic Hadith: 



» 



« 



(The people most severly tested are the Prophets, then the righteous, then the next best and 
the next best. A man will be tested in accordance with the degree of his religious commitment; 
the stonger his religious commitment, the stronger his test .) This Ayah is like the Ayah, 



(Do you think that you will enter Paradise without Allah knowing those of you who fought (in 
His cause) and knowing those who are the patient) (3:142) There is a similar Ayah in Surat At- 
Tawbah. And Allah says: 



(Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who passed 
away before you They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken that 
even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, "When (will come) the help of 
Allah" Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!) (2:214) Allah says here: 



(And We indeed tested those who were before them so that Allah will know those who are true, 
and will know those who are liars.) meaning, He will make know which are sincere in their 
claim to be believers from those who are lying. Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, knows 
what has happened in the past and what is yet to come, and He knows how that which will not 
happen would have happened if it were to happen. All the Imams of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah 
are agreed on this. This is the view of Ibn 'Abbas and others concerning phrases such as the 
Ayah, 



(only that We know) (2:143). Meaning, only to see -- because seeing has to do with what is 
there, but knowledge is broader than seeing, since it includes what is not present as well as 
what is. 



The Evildoers cannot escape from Allah Allah said: 



(Or think those who do evil deeds that they can outstrip Us Evil is that which they judge!) 
means, those who are not believers should not think that they will escape such trials and tests, 
for ahead of them lies a greater and more severe punishment. Allah says: 



(Or think those who do evil deedsthat they can outstrip Us) meaning, "escape" from Us. 



(Evil is that which they judge!) what they think is evil. 



(5. Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah, then Allah's term is surely coming, and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.) (6. And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself. Verily, Allah 
stands not in need of any of the creatures. ) (7. Those who believe, and do righteous good 
deeds, surely, We shall expiate from them their evil deeds and We shall indeed reward them 
according to the best of that which they used to do.) 

Allah will fulfill the Hopes of the Righteous Allah's saying; 



(Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah,) means, in the Hereafter, and does righteous deeds, 
and hopes for a great reward with Allah, then Allah will fulfill his hopes and reward him for his 



deeds in full. This will undoubtedly come to pass, for He is the One Who hears all supplications, 
He knows and understands the needs of all created beings. Allah says: 



(Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah, then Allah's term is surely coming, and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.) 



(And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself) (41:46). Whoever does a righteous 
deed, the benefit of that deed will come back to him, for Allah has no need of the deeds of His 
servants, and even if all of them were to be as pious as the most pious man among them, that 
would not add to Hisdominion in the slightest. Allah says: 



(And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself. Verily, Allah stands not in need of any of 
the creatures.) Then Allah tells us that even though He has no need of His creatures, He is kind 
and generous to them. He will still give to those who believe and do righteous deeds the best 
of rewards, which is that He will expiate for them their bad deeds, and will reward them 
according to the best deeds that they did. He will accept the fewest good deeds and in return 
for one good deed will give anything between ten rewards and seven hundred, but for every 
bad deed, He will give only one evil merit, or even that He may overlook and forgive. This is 
like the Ayah, 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good, He 
doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) (4:40). And He says here: 



(Those who believe, and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall expiate from them their evil 
deeds and We shall indeed reward them according to the best of that which they used to do.) 



(8. And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful to his parents; but if they strive to make you 
associate with Me, which you have no knowledge of, then obey them not. Unto Me is your 
return and I shall tell you what you used to do.) (9. And for those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, surely, We shall admit them among the righteous.) 



The Command to be Good and Dutiful to Parents 

Allah commands His servants to be dutiful to parents, after urging them to adhere to belief in 
His Tawhid, because a person's parents are the cause of his existence. So he must treat them 
with the utmost kindness and respect, hisfather for spending on him and his mother because of 
her compassion for him. Allah says: 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your 
parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of 
disrespect, nor shout at them, but address them in terms of honor. And lower unto them the 
wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them Your mercy 
as they did bring me up when I was young.") (17:23-24) Although Allah orders us to show 
kindness, mercy and respect towardsthem in return for their previous kindness, He says: 



(but if they strive to make associate with Me, which you have no knowledge of, then obey them 
not.) meaning, if they are idolators, and they try to make you follow them in their religion, 
then beware of them, and do not obey them in that, for you will be brought back to Me on the 
Day of Resurrection, and Allah will reward you for your kindness towards them and your 
patience in adhering to your religion. It is Allah Who will gather you with the group of the 
righteous, not with the group of your parents, even though you were the closest of people to 
them in the world. For a person will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection with those whom 
he loves, meaning, religious love. Allah says: 



(And for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall make them enter 
with the righteous.) In his Tafsir of this Ayah, At-Tirmidhi recorded that Sa'd said: "Four Ayat 
were revealed concerning me -- and he told his story. He said: "Umm Sa' d said: " Did Allah not 
command you to honor your parents By Allah, I will not eat or drink anything until I die or you 
renounce Islam.' When they wanted to feed her, they would force her mouth open. Then this 
Ayah was revealed: 



(And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful to his parents; but if they strive to make you 
associate with Me, of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not.)" This Hadith was 
also recorded by Imam Ahmad, Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Sahih. 



(10. Of mankind are some who say: "We believe in Allah." But if they are made to suffer for 
Allah, they consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment; and if victory comes from your 
Lord, they will say: "Verily, we were with you." Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the breasts 
of the creatures) (11. And indeed Allah knows those who believe, and verily, He knows the 
hypocrites.) 

The Attitudes of the Hypocrites and the Ways in which Allah tests 

People 

Allah mentions the descriptions of the liars who falsely claim faith with their lips, while faith is 
not firm in their hearts. When a test or trial comes in this world, they think that this is a 
punishment from Allah, so they leave Islam. Allah says: 



(Of mankind are some who say: "We believe in Allah." But if they are made to suffer for Allah, 
they consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment;) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Meaning that their 
trial is leaving Islam if they are made to suffer for Allah." This was also the view of others 
among the Salaf. This Ayah is like the Ayah, 



(And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were upon the edge: if good befalls him, he 
is content therewith; but if atrial befalls him, he turns back on his face...) until: 



(That is a straying far away) 22:11-12 . Then Allah says: 



(and if victory comes from your Lord, they will say: "Verily, we were with you.") meaning, "if 
victory comes from your Lord, Muhammad, and there are spoils of war, these people will say 
to you, ' We were with you,' i.e., we are your brothers in faith." This is like the Ayat: 



(Those who wait and watch about you; if you gain a victory from Allah, they say: "Were we not 
with you" But if the disbelievers gain a success, they say (to them): "Did we not gain mastery 
over you and did we not protect you from the believers") (4:141). 



(Perhaps Allah may bring a victory or a decision according to His will. Then they will become 
regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in themselves) (5:52). And Allah tells us 
about them here: 



(and if victory comes from your Lord, they will say: "Verily, we were with you.") Then Allah 
says: 



(Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the breasts of the creatures) meaning, 'does Allah not 
know best what is in their hearts and what they store secretly within themselves, even though 
outwardly they may appear to be in agreement with you' 



(And indeed Allah knows those who believe, and verily He knows the hypocrites.) Allah will test 
the people with calamities and with times of ease, so that He may distinguish the believers 
from the hypocrites, to see who will obey Allah both in times of hardship and of ease, and who 
will obey Him only when things are going in accordance with their desires. As Allah says: 



(And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive hard and the patient, and We shall 
test your facts.) (47:31) After the battle of Uhud, with its trials and tribulations for the 
Muslims, Allah said: 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good...) (3:179) 



(12. And those who disbelieve say to those who believe: "Follow our way and let us bear your 
sins." Never will they bear anything of their sins. Surely, they are liars.) (13. And verily, they 
shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own; and verily, they shall be 
questioned on the Day of Resurrection about that which they used to fabricate.) 

The Arrogant Claim of the Disbelievers that They would carry the 
Sins of Others if They would return to Disbelief 

Allah tells us that the disbelievers of Quraysh said to those who believed and followed the 
truth: leave your religion, come back to our religion, and follow our way; 



(and let us bear your sins.) meaning, * if there is any sin on you, we will bear it and it will be 
our responsibility'. It is like a person saying: "Do this, and your sin will be on my shoulders." 
Allah says, proving thisto be a lie: 



(Never will they bear anything of their sins. Surely, they are liars.) in their claim that they will 
bear the sins of others, for no person will bear the sins of another. Allah says: 



(and if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted even 
though he be near of kin) (35:18). 



(And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition), though they shall be made to see one 
another) (70:10-11). 



(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besidestheir own.) Here Allah tells 
us that those who call others to disbelief and misguidance will, on the Day of Resurrection, 
bear their own sins and the sins of others, because of the people they misguided. Yet that will 
not detract from the burden of those other people in the slightest, as Allah says: 



(That they may bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also of the 
burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge) (16:25). In the Sahih, it says: 



» 



« 

(Whoever calls others to true guidance, will have a reward like that of those who follow him 
until the Day of Resurrection, without it detracting from their reward in the slightest. Whoever 
calls others to misguidance, will have a burden of sin like that of those who follow him until 
the Day of Resurrection, without it detracting from their burden in the slightest.) In the Sahih, 
it also says: 



» 



« 



(No person is killed unlawfully, but a share of the guilt will be upon the first son of Adam, 
because he was the first one to initiate the idea of killing another.) 



(and verily, they shall be questioned on the Day of Resurrection about that which they used to 
fabricate.) means, the lies they used to tell and the falsehood they used to fabricate. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of 
Allah conveyed the Message with which he was sent, then he said: 



» 



« 



(Beware of injustice, for Allah will swear an oath of the Day of Resurrection and will say: "By 
My glory and majesty, no injustice will be overlooked today." Then a voice will call out, "Where 
is so-and-so the son of so-and-so" He will be brought forth, followed by his good deeds which 
appear like mountains while the people are gazing at them in wonder, until he is standing 
before the Most Merciful. Then the caller will be commanded to say: "Whoever is owed 
anything by so-and-so the son of so-and-so, or has been wronged by him, let him come forth." 
So they will come forth and gather before the Most Merciful, then the Most Merciful will say: 
"Settle the matter for My servant." They will say, "How can we settle the matter" He will say, 
"Take from his good deeds and give it to them." They will keep taking from his good deeds until 
there is nothing left, and there will still people with scores to be settled. Allah will say, "Settle 
the matter for My servant." They will say, "He does not have even one good deed left." Allah 
will say, "Take from their evil deeds and give them to him.") Then the Prophet quoted this 
Ayah: 



(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own; and verily, they 
shall be questioned on the Day of Resurrection about that which they used to fabricate.) There 
is a corroborating report in the Sahih with a different chain of narration: 



» 



« 

(A man will come on the Day of Resurrection with good deeds like mountains, but he had 
wronged this one, taken the wealth of that one and slandered the honor of another. So each of 
them will take from his good deeds. And if there is nothing left of his good deeds, it will be 
taken from their evil and placed on him.) 



(14. And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he stayed among them a thousand years less 
fifty years; so the Deluge overtook them while they were wrongdoers.) (15. Then We saved him 
and the Companions of the Boat, and made it an Ayah for all people.) 



Nuh and His People 

Here Allah consoles His servant and Messenger Muhammad by telling him that Nuh, peace be 
upon him, stayed among his people for this long period of time, calling them night and day, in 
secret and openly, but in spite of all that they still persisted in their aversion to the truth, 
turning away from it and disbelieving in him. Only a few of them believed with him. Allah says: 



(and he stayed among them a thousand years less fifty years; and the Deluge overtook them 
while they were wrongdoers.) meaning, ' after this long period of time, when the Message and 
the warning had been of no avail, so, Muhammad, do not feel sorry because of those among 
your people who disbelieve in you, and do not grieve for them, for Allah guides whomsoever He 
wills and leaves astray whomsoever He wills. The matter rests with Him and all things will 
return to Him.' 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come to them) (10:96-97). Know that Allah will help you and support you and 
cause you to prevail, and He will defeat and humiliate your enemies, and make them the 
lowest of the low. It was recorded that Ibn x Abbas said: "Nun received his mission when he was 
forty years old, and he stayed among his people for a thousand years less fifty; after the Flood 
he lived for sixty years until people had increased and spread." 



(Then We saved him and the Companions of the Boat,) means, those who believed in Nuh, 
peace be upon him. We have already discussed this in detail in Surah Hud, and there is no need 
to repeat it here. 



(and made it (the ship) an Ayah for all people.) means, 'We caused that ship to remain,' 
whether in itself, asQatadah said, that it remained until the beginning of Islam, on Mount Judi, 
or whether the concept of sailing in ships was left as a reminder to mankind of how Allah had 
saved them from the Flood. This is like the Ayat: s 



(And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring in the laden ship. And We have created 
for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride) until: 



(and as an enjoyment for a while) 36:41-44 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the ship. That We might make 
it an admonition for you and that it might be retained by the retaining ears.) (69:11-12) And 
Allah says here: 



(Then We saved him and the Companions of the Boat, and made it an Ayah for all people.) This 
is a shift from referring to one specific ship to speaking about ships in general. A similar shift 
from specific to general isto be seen in the Ayat: 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, and We have made such lamps 
missiles to drive away the Shayatin (devils)) (67:5). meaning, 'We have made these lamps 
missiles, but the lamps which are used as missiles are not the same lamps as are used to adorn 
the heaven.' And Allah says: 



(And indeed We created man out of an extract of clay. Thereafter We made him a Nutfah in a 
safe lodging.) (23:12-13). There are many other similar examples. 



(16. And (remember) Ibrahim when he said to his people: "Worship Allah, and have Taqwa of 
Him, that is better for you if you know.") (17. You worship besides Allah only idols, and you 



only invent falsehood. Verily, those whom you worship besides Allah have no power to give you 
provision, so seek from Allah your provision, and worship Him, and be grateful to Him. To Him 
you will be brought back.) (18. And if you deny, then nations before you have denied. And the 
duty of the Messenger is only to convey plainly.") 



Ibrahim's preaching to His People 

Allah tells us how His servant, Messenger and close friend Ibrahim, the Imam of the 
monotheists, called his people to worship Allah alone, with no partner or associate, to fear Him 
alone, to seek provision from Him alone, with no partner or associate, to give thanks to Him 
alone, for He is the One to Whom thanks should be given for the blessings which none can 
bestow but He. Ibrahim said to his people: 



(Worship Allah, and have Taqwa of Him,) meaning worship Him and fear Him Alone, with all 
sincerity. 



(that is better for you if you know.) if you do that you will attain good in this world and the 
next, and you will prevent evil from yourselves in this world and the Hereafter. Then Allah 
states that the idols which they worshipped were not able to do any harm or any good, and 
tells them, "You made up names for them and called them gods, but they are created beings 
just like you." This interpretation was reported by Al-' Awfi from Ibn 'Abbas. It was also the 
view of Mujahid and As-Suddi. Al-Walibi reported from Ibn ' Abbas: "You invent falsehood, 
means, you carve idols," which do not have the power to provide for you. 



(so seek from Allah your provision,) This emphasizes the idea of asking Allah Alone. This is like 
the Ayat: 



(You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help.) (1:5) And His saying: 



(My Lord! Build for me, with You, a home in Paradise) (66:11). Allah says here: 



(so seek) meaning, ask for 



(from Allah your provision,) meaning, do not seek it from anyone or anything other than Him, 
for no one else possesses the power to do anything. 



(and worship Him, and be grateful to Him.) Eat from what He has provided and worship Him 
Alone, and give thanks to Him for the blessings He has given you. 



(To Him you will be brought back.) means, on the Day of Resurrection, when He will reward or 
punish each person according to his deeds. His saying: 



(And if you deny, then nations before you have denied.) means, 'you have heard what 
happened to them by way of punishment for opposing the Messengers.' 



(And the duty of the Messenger is only to convey plainly.) All the Messengers have to do is to 
convey the Message as Allah has commanded them. Allah guides whoever He wills and leaves 
astray whoever He wills, so strive to be among the blessed. Qatadah said concerning the Ayah: 



(And if you deny, then nations before you have denied.) "These are words of consolation to His 
Prophet, peace be upon him." This suggestion by Qatadah implies that the narrative (about 
Ibrahim) is interrupted here, and resumes with the words "And nothing was the answer of 
(Ibrahim's) people..." in Ayah 24. This was also stated by Ibn Jarir. From the context it appears 
that Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said all of what is in this section. Here he establishes proof 
against them that the Resurrection will indeed come to pass, because at the end of this 
passage it says: 



("And nothing was the answer of his people...") (29: 24) And Allah knows best. 



(19. See they not how Allah originates the creation, then repeats it. Verily, that is easy for 
Allah.) (20. Say: "Travel in the land and see how He originated the creation, and then Allah will 
bring forth the creation of the Hereafter. Verily, Allah is able to do all things.") (21. He 
punishes whom He wills, and shows mercy to whom He wills; and to Him you will be returned.) 
(22. And you cannot escape in the earth or in the heaven. And besides Allah you have neither 
any protector nor any helper.) (23. And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah and meeting 
with Him, such have no hope of My mercy: and for such there is a painful torment.) 



The Evidence for Life after Death 

Allah tells us that Ibrahim, peace be upon him, showed them the proof of life after death, 
which they denied, in their souls. For Allah created them after they had been nothing at all, 
then they came into existence and became people who could hear and see. The One Who 
originated this is able to repeat it, it is very easy for Him. Then he taught them to contemplate 
the visible signs on the horizons and the things that Allah has created: the heavens with their 
stars and planets, moving and stationary, the earth with its plains and mountains, its valleys, 
deserts and wildernesses, trees and rivers, fruits and oceans. All of that indicates that these 
are themselves created things, and that there must be a Creator Who does as He chooses, Who 
merely says to a thing "Be!" and it is. Allah says: 



(See they not how Allah originates the creation, then repeats it. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him) 
(30:27). Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Travel in the land and see how He originated the creation, and then Allah will bring forth 
the creation of the Hereafter.") meaning, the Day of Resurrection. 



(Verily, Allah is able to do all things. 



(He punishes whom He wills, and shows mercy to whom He wills;) He is the Ruler Who is in 
control, Who does as He wishes and judges as He wants, and there is none who can put back 
His judgement. None can question Him about what He does; rather it is they who will be 
questioned, for His is the power to create and to command, and whatever He decides is fair 
and just, for He is the sovereign who cannot be unjust in the slightest. According to a Hadith 
recorded by the Sunan compilers: 



» 



« 



(If Allah willed to punish the dwellers of His heavens and His earth, He would do so, while He 
would not be unjust to them.) Allah says: 



(He punishes whom He wills, and shows mercy to whom He wills; and to Him you will be 
returned.) You will return to Him on the Day of Resurrection. 



(And you cannot escape on the earth or in the heaven. ) No one in heaven or on earth can flee 
from Him, for He is the Subduer Who is above His servants, and everything fears Him and is in 
need of Him, while He is the One Who is Independent of all else. 



(And besides Allah you have neither any protector nor any helper. And those who disbelieve in 
the Ayat of Allah and the meeting with Him,) Those who disbelieved in the signs of Allah and 
denied the Resurrection, 



(such have no hope of My mercy) they will have no share in it, 



(and for such there is a painful torment.) meaning, extremely painful, in this world and the 
next. 



(24. 3d nothing was the answer of people except that they said: "Kill him or burn him." Then 
Allah saved him from the fire. Verily, in this are indeed signs for a people who believe.) (25. 
And (Ibrahim) said: "You have taken idols instead of Allah. The love between you is only in the 



life of this world, but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny each other, and curse each 
other, and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no helper.") 



The Response of Ibrahim's People -- and how Allah controlled the 

Fire 

Allah tells us how Ibrahim's people stubbornly and arrogantly disbelieved, and how they 
resisted the truth with falsehood. After Ibrahim addressed them with his words of clear 
guidance, 



(except that they said: "Kill him or burn him.") This was because proof had clearly been 
established against them, so they resorted to using their power and strength. 



(They said: "Build for him a building and throw him into the blazing fire!" So they plotted a plot 
against him, but We made them the lowest.) (37:97-98). They spent a long time gathering a 
huge amount of firewood, they built a fence around it, then they set it ablaze until its flames 
reached up to the sky. No greater fire had ever been lit. Then they went to Ibrahim, seized him 
and put him into a catapult, then they threw him into the fire. But Allah made it cool and safe 
for him, and after spending several days in it, he emerged unscathed. For this reason and 
others, Allah made him an Imam for mankind, for he offered himself to the Most Merciful, he 
offered his body to the flames, he offered his son as a sacrifice, and he gave his wealth to care 
for his guests. For all of these reasons he is beloved by the followers of all religions. 



(Then Allah saved him from the fire. ) means, He rescued him from it by making it cool and 
safe for him. 



(Verily, in this are indeed signs for a people who believe.) Ibrahim, peace be upon him, 
explainsto his people that idols are incapable of doing anything, 



(And (Ibrahim) said: "You have taken idols instead of Allah. The love between you is only in the 
life of this world,) Here Ibrahim was rebuking his people for their evil deed of worshipping 
idols, and telling them: ' You have taken these as gods and you come together to worship them 
so that there is friendship and love among you in this world,' 



(but on the Day of Resurrection,) the situation will be the opposite, and this love and 
friendship will turn into hatred and enmity. Then 



(you shall deny each other,) meaning, 'you will denounce one another and deny whatever was 
between you,' 



(and curse each other, ) means, the followers will curse their leaders and the leaders will curse 
their followers. 



a(Every time a new nation enters (the Fire), it curses its sister nation (that went before)) 
(7:37). 



(Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except those who have Taqwa.) (43:67) And 
Allah says here: 



(but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny each other, and curse each other, and your 
abode will be the Fire,) meaning, 'your ultimate destiny after all accounts have been settled, 
will be the fire of Hell, and you will have no one to help you or save you from the punishment 
of Allah.' This will be the state of the disbelievers. As for the believers, it will be an entirely 
different matter. 



(26. So, Lut believed in him. He said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my Lord. Verily, He is the 
All-Mighty, the All-Wise.") (27. And We bestowed on him, Ishaq and Ya' qub, and We ordained 
among his offspring prophethood and the Book, and We granted him his reward in this world; 
and verily, in the Hereafter he is indeed among the righteous.) 

The Faith of Lut and His Emigration with Ibrahim 

Allah tells us that Lut believed in Ibrahim. It was said that he was the son of Ibrahim's brother, 
and that his name was Lut bin Haran bin Azar. None of Ibrahim's people believed in Ibrahim 
besides Lut and Sarah the wife of Ibrahim. But if it is asked how we may reconcile this Ayah 
with the Hadith narrated in the Sahih which says that when Ibrahim passed by that tyrant and 
he asked about Sarah and what her relationship was to him, Ibrahim said, "My sister." Then he 
went to her and said, "I told him that you are my sister, so do not let him think I am lying, for 
there are no believers on earth except for you and I, and you are my sister in faith." It seems -- 
and Allah knows best - that the meaning here is, there is no other Muslim couple on earth 
apart from you and I. Among his people, only Lut believed in him and migrated with him to 
Syria, then during Ibrahim's lifetime he was sent as a Messenger to the people of Sadum 
(Sodom) where he settled. We have already discussed their story and more isto come. 



(He (Ibrahim) said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my Lord.") It may be that the pronoun in the 
verb "he said" refers to Lut, because he was the last person mentioned before this phrase; or it 
may refer to Ibrahim. Ibn * Abbas and Ad-Dahhak said that Ibrahim is the one who is referred in 
the phrase. 



(So, Lut believed in him.) i.e., out of all his people. Then Allah tells us that he chose to leave 
them so that he might be able to follow his religion openly. So he said: 



(Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) Power belongs to Him and to His Messenger and to 
those who believe in him, and He is Wise in all that He says and does, and in all His rulings and 
decrees, both universal and legislative. Qatadah said, "They migrated together from Kutha, 
which is on the outskirts of Kufa, and went to Syria." Allah gave Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya' qub, and 
ordained Prophet hood in His Offspring 



(And We bestowed on him, Ishaq and Ya' qub,) This is like the Ayah, 



(So, when he had turned away from them and from those whom they worshipped besides Allah, 
We gave him Ishaq and Ya' qub, and each one of them We made a Prophet.) (19:49) That is, 
when he left his people, Allah gave him joy in a righteous son who was also a Prophet, to whom 
in turn was born, in his grandfather's lifetime, a righteous son who was also a Prophet. Allah 
also says: 



(And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya'qub in addition) (21:72) meaning, as an additional 
gift. This is like the Ayah, 



(But We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq, and after Ishaq, of Ya'qub.) (11:71) meaning, to this 
son would be born a son during their lives, who would be a delight to them. 



(and We ordained among his offspring prophethood and the Book,) This is a tremendous 
blessing. Not only did Allah take him as a close friend and make him an Imam for mankind, but 
He also ordained prophethood and the Book among his offspring. After the time of Ibrahim 
there was no Prophet who was not from among his descendants. All of the Prophets of the 
Children of Israel were from among his descendants, from Ya' qub bin Ishaq bin Ibrahim to the 
last of them, ' Isa bin Maryam, who stood in the midst of his people and announced the good 
news of the Hashimi Qurashi Arab Prophet, the last of all the Messengers, the leader of the 
sons of Adam in this world and the next, whom Allah chose from the heart of the Arab nation, 
from the descendants of I sm a" i I bin Ibrahim, may peace be upon them. There is no Prophet 
from the line of Isma' il besides him, may the best of blessings and peace be upon him. 



(and We granted him his reward in this world; and verily, in the Hereafter he is indeed among 
the righteous.) Allah granted him happiness in this world that was connected to happiness in 
the Hereafter, for in this world he had plentiful provision, a splendid home, a beautiful and 
righteous wife, and he was and still is spoken of highly, for everyone loves him and regards him 
as a friend. Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: "He obeyed Allah in all ways." This is 
like the Ayah, 



(And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all.) (53:37) He did all that he was commanded to do and obeyed 
his Lord to the utmost. Allah says: 



(and We granted him his reward in this world; and verily, in the Hereafter he is indeed among 
the righteous.) And He says: 



(Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah, Qanit to Allah, a Hanif, and he was not one of the idolators) 
until: 



(and in the Hereafter he shall be of the righteous) (16:120-122). 



(28. And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: "You commit immoral sins which none 
has preceded you in (committing) it in all creatures.") (29. "Verily, you practice sodomy with 
men, and rob the wayfarer! And practice Al-Munkar in your meetings." But his people gave no 
answer except that they said: "Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one of the truthful.") 
(30. He said: "My Lord! Give me victory over the people who are corrupt.") 

The preaching of Lut and what happened between Him and His 

People 

Allah tells us that His Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, denounced his people for their evil 
deed and their immoral actions in having intercourse with males, a deed which none of the 
sons of Adam had ever committed before them. As well as doing this, they also disbelieved in 
Allah and rejected and opposed His Messenger, they robbed wayfarers, they would lie in wait 
on the road, kill people and loot their possessions. 



(And practice Al-Munkar in your meetings.) This means, 'in your gatherings you do and say 
things that are not befitting, and you do not denounce one another for doing such things.' Same 
said that they used to have intercourse with one another in public; this was the view of 
Mujahid. Some said that they used to compete in passing gas and laughing. This wasthe view of 
'Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and Al-Qasim. Some of them said that they used to 
make rams fight one another, or organize cockfights. They used to do all of these things, and 
they were even eviler than that. 



(But his people gave no answer except that they said: "Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are 
one of the truthful.") This is indicative of their disbelief, scornful attitude and stubbornness. So 
Allah's Prophet asked for help against them, and said: 



(My Lord! Give me victory over the people who are corrupt.) 



(31. And when Our messengers came to Ibrahim with the glad tidings they said: "Verily, we are 
going to destroy the people of this town; truly, its people have been wrongdoers.") (32. Ibrahim 
said: "But there is Lut in it." They said: "We know better who is there. We will verily, save him 
and his family - except his wife, she will be of those who remain behind.") (33. And when Our 
messengers came to Lut, he was grieved because of them, and felt straitened on their account. 
They said: "Have no fear, and do not grieve! Truly, we shall save you and your family except 
your wife: she will be of those who remain behind.") (34. "Verily, we are about to bring down 
on the people of this town a great torment from the sky, because they have been rebellious.") 
(35. And indeed We have left thereof an evident Ayah for a folk who understand.) 



The Angels went to Ibrahim and then to Lut, may peace be upon 

them both 

When Lut, peace be upon him, asked Allah to help him against them, Allah sent angels to help 
him. They first came to Ibrahim in the form of guests, so he offered them hospitality in the 
appropriate manner. When he saw that they had no interest in the food, he felt some mistrust 
of them and was fearful of them. They started to calm him down and gave him the news of a 
righteous son born by his wife Sarah, who was present, and she was astonished by this, as we 
have already explained in our Tafsir of Surat Hud and Surat Al-Hijr. When they brought this 
news to Ibrahim and told him that they were sent to destroy the people of Lut, he began to 
speak up for them, hoping to win more time for them so that they might be guided by Allah. 
When they said, "We have come to destroy the people of thistownship," 



((Ibrahim) said: "But there is Lut in it." They said: "We know better who isthere. We will verily, 
save him and his family except his wife, she will be of those who remain behind.") meaning, 
one of those who will be destroyed, because she used to support them in their disbelief and 
wrongdoing. Then the angels left him and visited Lut in the form of handsome young men. 
When he saw them like that, 



(he was grieved because of them, and felt straitened on their account.) means, he was worried 
since if he had them as guests then he was afraid for them and what his people might do to 
them, but if he did not host them, he was still afraid of what might happen to them. At that 
point he did not know who they were. 



(They said: "Have no fear, and do not grieve! Truly, we shall save you and your family except 
your wife: she will be of those who remain behind. Verily, we are about to bring down on the 
people of this town a great torment from the sky, because they have been rebellious.") Jibril, 
peace be upon him, uprooted their town from the depths of the earth, lifted it up to the sky, 
then threw it upside down upon them. Allah rained upon them: 



(stones of Sjjil, in a well -arranged manner one after another. Marked from your Lord; and they 
are not ever far from the evil doers.) 11:82-83 Allah turned the place where they had lived 
into a putrid, stinking lake, which will remain as a lesson to mankind until the Day of 



Resurrection, and they will be among those who are most severely punished on the Day of 
Resurrection. Allah says: 



(And indeed We have left thereof an evident Ayah) i. e., a clear sign, n 



(for a folk who understand.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Verily, you pass by them in the morning And at night; will you not then reflect) (37:137-138) 



(36. And to Madyan, We sent their brother Shu' ayb. He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah and 
hope for the last Day, and commit no mischief on the earth as mischief-makers.") (37. And they 
denied him; so the earthquake seized them, and they lay, prostrate in their dwellings.) 



Shu ayb and His People 

Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Shu' ayb, peace be upon him, warned his people, 
the people of Madyan, and commanded them to worship Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, and to fear the wrath and punishment of Allah on the Day of Resurrection. He said: 



(0 my people! Worship Allah and hope for the last Day,) Ibn Jarir said: "Some of them said that 
this meant: Fear the Last Day." This is like the Ayah, 



(for those who look forward to (meeting with) Allah and the Last Day) (60:6). 



(and commit no mischief on the earth as mischief-makers.) This is forbidding them to make 
mischief on earth by spreading corruption, which means going around doing evil to people. 
They used to cheat in weights and measures, and ambush people on the road; this is in addition 
to their disbelief in Allah and His Messenger. So Allah destroyed them with a mighty earthquake 
that convulsed their land, and the Sayhah (shout) which tore their hearts from their bodies, 
and the torment of the Day of Shade, when their souls were taken. This was the torment of a 
great day. We have already examined their story in detail in Surat Al-A' raf, Surat Hud and 
Surat Ash-Shu' ara'. 



(and they lay, prostrate in their dwellings.) Qatadah said, "They were dead." Others said that 
they were thrown on top of one another. 



(38. And 'Ad and Thamud! And indeed (their destruction) is clearly apparent to you from their 
(ruined) dwellings. Shaytan made their deeds fair seeming to them, and turned them away 
from the path, though they were intelligent.) (39. And Qarun, Fir' awn, and Haman. And indeed 



Musa came to them with clear Ayat, but they were arrogant in the land, yet they could not 
outstrip Us.) (40. So, We punished each for his sins, of them were some on whom We sent a 
Hasib, and of them were some who were overtaken by As-Sayhah, and of them were some 
whom We caused the earth to swallow, and of them were some whom We drowned. It was not 
Allah Who wronged them, but they wronged themselves.) 



The Destruction of Nations Who rejected Their Messengers 

Allah tells us about these nations who disbelieved in their Messengers, and how He destroyed 
them and sent various kinds of punishments and vengeance upon them. ' Ad, the people of Hud, 
peace be upon him, used to live in the Ahqaf (curved sand-hills), near Hadramawt, in the 
Yemen. Thamud, the people of Salih, lived in Al-Hijr, near Wadi Al-Qura. The Arabs used to 
know their dwelling place very well, and they often used to pass by it. Qarun was the owner of 
great wealth and had the keys to immense treasures. Fir" awn, the king of Egypt at the time of 
Musa, and his minister Haman were two Coptics who disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, 
peace be upon him. 



(So, We punished each for his sins,) their punishments fit their crimes. 



(of them were some on whom We sent a Hasib,) This was the case with "Ad, and this happened 
because they said: "Who is stronger than us" So, there came upon them a violent, intensely cold 
wind, which was very strong and carried pebbles which it threw upon them. It carried them 
through the air, lifting a man up to the sky and then hurling him headlong to the ground, so 
that his head split and he was left as a body without a head, like uprooted stems of date 
palms. 



(and of them were some who were overtaken by As-Sayhah,) This is what happened to Thamud, 
against whom evidence was established because of the she-camel who came forth when the 
rock was split, exactly as they had asked for. Yet despite that they did not believe, rather they 
persisted in their evil behavior and disbelief, and threatening to expel Allah's Prophet Salih and 
the believers with him, or to stone them. So the Sayhah struck them, taking away their powers 
of speech and movement. 



(and of them were some whom We caused the earth to swallow,) This refers to Qarun who 
transgressed, he was evil and arrogant. He disobeyed his Lord, the Most High, and paraded 
through the land in a boastful manner, filled with self-admiration, thinking that he was better 
than others. He showed off as he walked, so Allah caused the earth to swallow him and his 
house, and he will continue sinking into it until the Day of Resurrection. 



(and of them were some whom We drowned.) This refers to Fir' awn, his minister Haman and 
their troops, all of whom were drowned in a single morning, not one of them escaped. 



(It was not Allah Who wronged them,) in what He did to them, 



(but they wronged themselves.) that happened to them as a punishment for what they did with 
their own hands. 



(41. The parable of those who seek protectors from other than Allah is that of a spider who 
builds a house; but indeed, the weakest of houses is the spider's house -- if they but knew.) 
(42. Verily, Allah knows what things they invoke instead of Him. He is the All-Mighty, the All- 
Wise.) (43. And these are the examples We give for mankind; but none will understand them 
except those who have knowledge (of Allah).) 



Likening the gods of the Idolatorsto the House of a Spider 

This is how Allah described the idolators in their reverence of gods besides Him, hoping that 
they would help them and provide for them, and turning to them in times of difficulties. In this 
regard, they were like the house of a spider, which is so weak and frail, because by clinging to 
these gods they were like a person who holds on to a spider's web, who does not gain any 
benefit from that. If they knew this, they would not take any protectors besides Allah. This is 
unlike the Muslim believer, whose heart is devoted to Allah, yet he still does righteous deeds 
and follows the Laws of Allah, for he has grasped the most trustworthy handle that will never 
break because it is so strong and firm. Then Allah warns those who worship others besides Him 



and associate others with Him that He knows what they do and the rivals they associate with 
Him. He will punish them for their attribution, for He is All-Wise and All-Knowing. Then He 
says: 



(And these are the examples We give for mankind; but none will understand them except those 
who have knowledge.) meaning, no one understands them or ponders them except those who 
are possessed of deep knowledge. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that x Amr bin Murrah said, "I never 
came across an Ayah of the Book of Allah that I did not know, but it grieved me, because I 
heard that Allah says: 



(And these are the examples We give for mankind; but none will understand them except those 
who have knowledge. )" 



(44. Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth. Verily, therein is surely a sign for 
those who believe.) (45. Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book, and perform the 
Salah. Verily, the Salah prevents from Al-Fahsha' (immoral sins) and Al-Munkar (evil deeds) and 
the remembering (praising) of Allah is greater indeed. And Allah knows what you do.) Allah 
tells us of His immense power, that He created the heavens and the earth with truth, meaning 
for a higher purpose than mere play, 



(that every person may be rewarded for that which he strives) (20:15). 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward those who 
do good, with what is best) (53:31). 



(Verily, therein is surely a sign for those who believe. ) meaning, there is clear evidence that 
Allah is alone in creating, controlling, and in His divinity. 

The Command to convey the Message, to recite the Qur'an and to 

pray 

Then Allah commands His Messenger and the believers to recite the Qur'an, which means both 
reciting it and conveying it to people. 



(and perform the Salah. Verily, the Salah prevents from Al-Fahsha' and Al-Munkar and the 
remembrance of Allah is greater indeed.) Prayer includes two things: the first of which is giving 
up immoral behavior and evil deeds, i.e., praying regularly enables a person to give up these 
things. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: "A man came to the Prophet and said, 
x So-and-so prays at night, but when morning comes, he steals.' The Prophet said: 

« » 

(What you are saying (i.e., the Salah) will stop him from doing that.)" Prayer also includes the 
remembering of Allah, which isthe higher objective, Allah says: 



(and the remembrance of Allah is greater indeed.) more important than the former. 



(And Allah knows what you do.) means, He knows all that you do and say. Abu AI-" Aliyah 
commented on the Ayah: 



(Verily, the Salah prevents from immoral sins and evil wicked deeds) "Prayer has three 
attributes, and any prayer that contains none of these attributes is not truly prayer: Being done 
purely and sincerely for Allah alone (Ikhlas), fear of Allah, and remembrance of Allah. Ikhlas 
makes a person do good deeds, fear prevents him from doing evil deeds, and the remembrance 
of Allah is the Qur'an which contains commands and prohibitions." Ibn 'Awn Al-Ansari said: 
"When you are praying, you are doing good, it is keeping you away from immoral sins and evil 
wicked deeds and what you are doing is part of the remembrance of Allah which is greater." 



(46. And argue not with the People of the Scripture, except with that which is better -- except 
with such of them as do wrong; and say (to them): "We believe in that which has been revealed 
to us and revealed to you; our God and your God is One, and to Him we have submitted.") 



Arguing with the People of the Book 

What is meant here is that anyone who wants to find out about religion from them should argue 
with them in a manner that is better, as this will be more effective. Allah says: 



(Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair preaching...) (16:125) And Allah said to 
Musa and Harun when he sent them to Fir' awn: 



(And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear.) (20:44) Allah says here: 



(except with such of them as do wrong;) meaning, those who turn away from the truth, turning 
a blind eye to clear evidence, being stubborn and arrogant. In this case you should progress 
from debate to combat, fighting them in such a way as to deter them from committing 
aggression against you. Allah says: 



(Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the Scripture 
and the Balance that mankind may keep up justice. And We brought forth iron wherein is 
mighty power) until: r 



(Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty) (57:25). Jabir said: "We were commanded to strike with 
the sword whoever opposes the Book of Allah." And His saying: 



(and say (to them): "We believe in that which has been revealed to us and revealed to you;) 
means, ' if they tell you something which you do not know to be true or false, say to them: We 
do not hasten to say it is a lie, because it may be true, and we do not hasten to say it is true 
because it may be false. We believe in it in general, under the condition that it has been 
revealed and has not been altered or deliberately misinterpreted.' Imam Al-Bukhari, may Allah 
have mercy on him, recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
People of the Book used to read the Tawrah in Hebrew and explain it in Arabic to the Muslims. 
The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Do not believe the People of the Book and do not deny them. Say: "We believe in Allah and 
what has been revealed to us and what has been revealed to you. Our God and your God is 
One, and to Him we have submitted.")" This Hadith was narrated only by Al-Bukhari. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Ibn " Abbas said: "How can you ask the People of the Book about anything, when 
your Book that was revealed to the Messenger of Allah is more recent, you read it pure and 
uncontaminated, it tells you that the People of the Book altered and changed the Book, that 
they write the Book with their own hands and then say, * This is from Allah,' to purchace with it 
a small price Should not the knowledge that you have, prevent you from asking them No, by 



Allah, we have never seen any of them asking you about what was sent down to you." Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Humayd bin " Abdur-Rahman heard Mu' awiyah talking to a group of 
Quraysh in Al- Mad in ah. He mentioned Ka' b Al-Ahbar, and said: "He was one of the most 
truthful of those who narrated from the People of the Book, even though we found that some 
of what he said might be lies." I say, this means that some of what he said could be classified 
linguistically as lies, but he did not intend to lie, because he was narrating from manuscripts 
which he thought were good, but they contained fabricated material, because they did not 
have people who were so conscientious in memorizing the Scriptures by heart as the people of 
this great Ummah. 



(47. And thus We have sent down the Book to you, and those whom We gave the Scripture 
believe therein as also do some of these and none but the disbelievers reject Our Ayat.) (48. 
Neither did you read any book before it nor did you write any book with your right hand. In that 
case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might have doubted.) (49. Nay, but it is clear Ayat, 
(preserved) in the breasts of those who have been given knowledge. And none but the 
wrongdoers deny Our Ayat.) 



Evidence for the Fact that the Qur'an was revealed from Allah 

Ibn Jarir said: "Allah says, 'just as We revealed the Books to the Messengers who came before 
you, Muhammad, so We have also revealed this Book to you."' What he said is good and fits 
the context. Allah's saying: 



(and those whom We gave the Scripture believe therein) means, those knowledgable rabbis and 
scholars among them who learned it and recited it properly, such as 'Abdullah bin Salam, 
Salman Al-Farisi and others like them. 



(as also believe therein some of these) meaning, the Quraysh Arabs and others. 



(and none but the disbelievers reject Our Ayat.) No one disbelieves and rejects them except 
those who conceal the truth with falsehood, and those who try to hide the rays and light of the 
sun by their covering an eye. Then Allah says: 



(Neither did you read any book before it (this Qur'an) nor did you write any book with your 
right hand. ) meaning, 'you lived among your people for a long time before you brought this 
Qur'an. During this time you never read any book or wrote anything. Your people, as well as 
others all know that you are an unlettered man who does not read or write.' This is how he was 
also described in the previous Scriptures, as Allah says: 



(Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet, the unlettered about whom they find written 
with them in the Tawrah and the Injil, -- he commands them with good; and forbids them from 
evil.) (7:157) This is how the Messenger of Allah will remain until the Day of Resurrection, 
unable to write even one line or one letter. He used to have scribes who would write down the 
revelation for him, or would write letters from him to be sent to different places. Allah's 
saying: 



(In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might have doubted.) means, x if you had been 
literate, some ignorant people would have doubted you. They would have said that you learned 
this from Books inherited from the Prophets which came before.' Indeed, they did say that, 
even though they knew that he was unlettered and could not read or write. 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") (25:5) Allah says: 



(Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of the heavens and the earth) 
(25:6). And Allah says here: 



(Nay, but it is (Quran), the clear Ayat, (preserved) in the breasts of those who have been given 
knowledge.) meaning, this Qur'an is clear Ayat which indicate the truth, commands, 
prohibitions and stories. It is memorized by the scholars for whom Allah makes it easy to 
memorize, recite and interpret. This is like the Ayah, 



(And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember; then isthere any one 
who will remember) (54:17). The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(There has never been any Prophet who was not given that which would make people believe in 
him. What I have been given is revelation which Allah reveals to me, and I hope that I will have 
the most followers among them.) According to the Hadith of ' lyad bin Hi mar, recorded in Sahih 
Muslim, Allah says: 



» 
« 

("I am testing you and testing others through you, revealing to you a Book which cannot be 
washed away by water, which you recite while you are asleep and while you are awake.") This 
means, if the manuscript where it is written were to be washed with water, there is no need 
for that manuscript. This is because it is preserved in the hearts and is easy on the tongue 
(i.e., is easy to recite), and is controlling people's hearts and minds. It is miraculous in its 
wording and in its meanings. In the previous Scriptures this Ummah was described as carrying 
their holy Books in their hearts. 



(And none but the wrongdoers deny Our Ayat) Nobody denies it or tries to undermine its status 
or rejects it except the wrongdoers, i.e., the arrogant transgressors who know the truth but 
turn away from it, as All ah says: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96-97) 



(50. And they say: "Why are not signs sent down to him from his Lord" Say: "The signs are only 
with Allah, and I am only a plain warner.") (51. Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent 



down to you the Book which is recited to them Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a 
people who believe.) (52. Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you. He knows 
what is in the heavens and on the earth." And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in 
Allah, it is they who are the losers.) 

The Idolators' demand for Signs, and the Response 

Allah tells us how the idolators stubbornly demanded signs, meaning that they wanted signs to 
show them that Muhammad wasindeed the Messenger of Allah, just asSalih was given the sign 
of the she-camel. Allah says: 



(Say) -- ' Muhammad' 



(The signs are only with Allah) meaning, 'the matter rests with Allah, and if He knew that you 
would be guided, He would respond to your request, because it is very easy for Him to do that. 
Yet He knows that you are merely being stubborn and putting me to the test, so He will not 
respond to you.' This is like the Ayah, 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. And We 
sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong) (17:59). 



(and I am only a plain warner) means, " I have been sent to you only as a warner to bring a 
clear warning; all I have to do is convey the Message of Allah to you. ' 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no guide to lead him.) (18:17) 



(Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills) (2:272). Then Allah shows us 
how ignorant and foolish they were when they demanded a sign to prove to them that what 
Muhammad had brought to them was true. He brought them a great Book which falsehood 
cannot reach, neither from before it or behind it, it was greater than all other miracles, for the 
most eloquent of men could not match it or produce ten Surahs, or even one Surah like it. 



(Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent down to you the Book which is recited to them) 
means, ' is it not sufficient as a sign for them that We have sent down to you this great Book 
which tells them about what happened before their time, what will happen after they are 
gone, and passes judgement between them. Even though you are an unlettered man who can 
neither read nor write, and you have not mixed with any of the People of the Book. Yet you 
brought them news of what was said in the first Scriptures showing what is right in the matters 
that they dispute over, and bringing clear and obvioustruth. ' As Allah says: 



(Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it (to be true)) 
(26:197) 



(They say: "Why does he not bring us a sign from his Lord" Has there not come to them the 
proof of that which is in the former Scriptures) (20:133) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(There is no Prophet who was not given some miracles that would make the people believe in 
him. What I have been given is revelation which Allah reveals to me, and I hope that I will have 
the greatest number of followers on the Day of Resurrection.)" It was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim. Indeed Allah has said: 



(Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a people who believe.) In this Qur'an there is 
mercy, that is, explanation of the truth and removal of falsehood, and a reminder to the 
believers of the punishment that is to come to the disbelievers and sinners. Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you...") ' He knows best the words of 
denial that you utter, and he knows what I am telling you about Him and that He has sent me. 
If I were telling lies about Him, He would have executed His vengeance upon me,' as Allah says 
elsewhere: 



g(And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us, We surely would have seized him by his 
right hand, and then We certainly would have cut off his aorta, and none of you could have 
withheld Us from (punishing) him.) (69:44-47). ' But I am telling the truth in what I say to you 
about Him, so He has supported me with clear miracles and definitive evidence.' 



(He knows what is in the heavens and the earth.) means, nothing is hidden from Him at all. 



(And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in Allah, it is they who are the losers.) 
means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will be punished for what they did, and will get what 
they justly deserve for rejecting the truth and following falsehood, for disbelieving in the 
Messengers of Allah even when there was proof that they were telling the truth, and for 
worshipping false gods with no evidence. Allah will punish them for all that, for He is All-Wise 
and All-Knowing. 



(53. And they ask you to hasten on the torment, and had it not been for a term appointed, the 
torment would certainly have come to them. And surely, it will come upon them suddenly 
while they perceive not!) (54. They ask you to hasten on the torment. And verily, Hell, of a 
surety, will encompass the disbelievers.) (55. On the Day when the torment shall cover them 
from above them and from beneath their feet, and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do.") 



Allah tells us how the idolators stubbornly demanded signs, meaning that they wanted signs to 
show them that Muhammad wasindeed the Messenger of Allah, just asSalih was given the sign 
of the she-camel. Allah says: 



(Say) -- ' Muhammad' 



(The signs are only with Allah) meaning, 'the matter rests with Allah, and if He knew that you 
would be guided, He would respond to your request, because it is very easy for Him to do that. 
Yet He knows that you are merely being stubborn and putting me to the test, so He will not 
respond to you.' This is like the Ayah, 



(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. And We 
sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong) (17:59). 



(and I am only a plain warner) means, " I have been sent to you only as a warner to bring a 
clear warning; all I have to do is convey the Message of Allah to you. ' 



(He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no guide to lead him.) (18:17) 



(Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills) (2:272). Then Allah shows us 
how ignorant and foolish they were when they demanded a sign to prove to them that what 
Muhammad had brought to them was true. He brought them a great Book which falsehood 
cannot reach, neither from before it or behind it, it was greater than all other miracles, for the 
most eloquent of men could not match it or produce ten Surahs, or even one Surah like it. 



(Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent down to you the Book which is recited to them) 
means, " is it not sufficient as a sign for them that We have sent down to you this great Book 
which tells them about what happened before their time, what will happen after they are 
gone, and passes j udgement between them. Even though you are an unlettered man who can 
neither read nor write, and you have not mixed with any of the People of the Book. Yet you 
brought them news of what was said in the first Scriptures showing what is right in the matters 
that they dispute over, and bringing clear and obvioustruth. ' As Allah says: 



(Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it (to be true)) 
(26:197) 



(They say: "Why does he not bring us a sign from his Lord" Has there not come to them the 
proof of that which is in the former Scriptures) (20:133) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There is no Prophet who was not given some miracles that would make the people believe in 
him. What I have been given is revelation which Allah reveals to me, and I hope that I will have 
the greatest number of followers on the Day of Resurrection.)" It was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim. Indeed Allah has said: 



(Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a people who believe.) In this Qur'an there is 
mercy, that is, explanation of the truth and removal of falsehood, and a reminder to the 
believers of the punishment that is to come to the disbelievers and sinners. Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you...") ' He knows best the words of 
denial that you utter, and he knows what I am telling you about Him and that He has sent me. 
If I were telling lies about Him, He would have executed His vengeance upon me,' as Allah says 
elsewhere: 



g(And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us, We surely would have seized him by his 
right hand, and then We certainly would have cut off his aorta, and none of you could have 
withheld Us from (punishing) him.) (69:44-47). ' But I am telling the truth in what I say to you 
about Him, so He has supported me with clear miracles and definitive evidence.' 



(He knows what is in the heavens and the earth.) means, nothing is hidden from Him at all. 



(And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in Allah, it is they who are the losers.) 
means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will be punished for what they did, and will get what 
they justly deserve for rejecting the truth and following falsehood, for disbelieving in the 
Messengers of Allah even when there was proof that they were telling the truth, and for 
worshipping false gods with no evidence. Allah will punish them for all that, for He is All-Wise 
and All-Knowing. 



(53. And they ask you to hasten on the torment, and had it not been for a term appointed, the 
torment would certainly have come to them. And surely, it will come upon them suddenly 
while they perceive not!) (54. They ask you to hasten on the torment. And verily, Hell, of a 
surety, will encompass the disbelievers.) (55. On the Day when the torment shall cover them 
from above them and from beneath their feet, and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do.") 



Allah tells us of the ignorance of the idolators and how they asked for the punishment of Allah 
to be hastened so that it would befall them quickly. This is like the Ayah, 



(And when they said: "0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones on us 
from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") (8:32). And Allah says here: 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment, and had it not been for a term appointed, the 
torment would certainly have come to them.) Were it not for the fact that Allah has decreed 
that the punishment should be delayed until the Day of Resurrection, the torment would have 
come upon them quickly asthey demanded. Then Allah says: 



(And surely, it will come upon them suddenly while they perceive not! They ask you to hasten 
on the torment. And verily, Hell, of a surety, will encompass the disbelievers.) means, Mhey 
ask you to hasten on the punishment, but it will undoubtedly befall them.' 



(On the Day when the torment (Hellf ire) shall cover them from above them and from beneath 
their feet,) This is like the Ayah, 



(Theirs will be a bed of Hell, and over them coverings (of Hell-fire)) (7:41) 



(They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and coverings (of Fire) beneath them) (39:16). 



(If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will not be able to ward off the Fire 
from their faces, nor from their backs) (21:39). The Fire will cover them from all sides, which 
is more effective as a physical punishment. 



(and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do.") This is a threat and a rebuke, which is a form 
of psychological punishment, as in the Ayah, 



(The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire (it will be said to them): "Taste you 
the touch of Hell!" Verily, We have created all things with a measurement.) (54:48-49) 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This is the Fire which you used to deny. Is this magic or do you not see Enter you 
therein (taste you therein its heat) and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all 
the same. You are only being requited for what you used to do.) (52:13-16) 



(56. My servants who believe! Certainly, spacious is My earth. Therefore worship Me.) (57. 
Everyone shall taste death. Then unto Us you shall be returned.) (58. And those who believe 
and do righteous good deeds, to them We shall surely give lofty dwellings in Paradise, beneath 
which rivers flow, to live therein forever. Excellent is the reward for the workers.) (59. Those 
who are patient, and put their trust in their Lord.) (60. And so many a moving creature carries 
not its own provision! Allah provides for it and for you. And He is the All-Hearer, the All- 
Knower.) 



Advice to migrate and the Promise of Provision and a Goodly 

Reward 

Allah commands His believing servants to migrate from a land in which they are not able to 
establish Islam, to the spacious earth of Allah where they can do so, by declaring Allah to be 
One and worshipping Him as He has commanded. Allah says: 



(0 My servants who believe! Certainly, spacious is My earth. Therefore worship Me.) When 
things became too difficult for the believers in Makkah who were in a weak position and were 
oppressed, they left and migrated to Ethiopia, where they were able to practice their religion. 
The Muslims found Ethiopia the best place for guest; where Ashamah, the Negus or king, may 
Allah have mercy on him, gave them refuge, helped them, supported them, and honored them 
in his land. Later, the Messenger of Allah and his remaining Companions migrated to Al- 
Madinah, formerly known as Yathrib, may Allah protect it. Then Allah says: 



(Everyone shall taste death. Then unto Us you shall be returned.) meaning, 'wherever you are, 
death with catch up with you, so always obey Allah and be where Allah commands you to be, 
for this is better for you. Death is inevitable and there is no escape from it, and then you will 
return to Allah, and whoever was obedient to Him will have the best reward.' Allah says: 



(And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, to them We shall surely give lofty 
dwellings in Paradise, underneath which rivers flow,) meaning, " We shall cause them to dwell 
in lofty homes in Paradise under which various kinds of rivers flow -- water, wine, honey and 
milk -- which they can direct and cause to flow wherever they wish.' 



(to live therein forever.) means, they will remain there forever, never wanting to leave. 



(Excellent is the reward for the workers.) these rooms will be a blessed reward for the good 
deeds of the believers, 



(Those who are patient,) in adhering to their religion, who migrated for the sake of Allah and 
fought the enemy, leaving behind their families and relatives to seek Allah's Face, and hoping 
for that which is with Him, believing His promise. Ibn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recorded from Abu f\/h/ aniq AI-AslV ari that Abu Malik Al-Ash' ari told him that the Messenger of 
Allah told him: 



» 



« 



(In Paradise there are rooms whose outside can be seen from the inside, and their inside can be 
seen from the outside; Allah has prepared them for those who feed others, who speak well, 
who pray and fast continually, and who stand in prayer at night while people are asleep.) 



(and put their trust in their Lord.) in all their affairs, spiritual and worldly alike. Then Allah 
tells us that provision is not limited only to one place, but it is given to all His creatures no 
matter where they are. Indeed, when the Muhajirin migrated, their provision was greater and 
better than before, because after a short time they became rulers in the land, in all regions. 
Allah says: 



(And so many a moving creature carries not its own provision!) meaning, it does not have the 
ability to gather its provision and save it for tomorrow. 



(Allah provides for it and for you.) means, Allah allots its provision to it even though it is weak, 
and makes it easy for it. He sends provision to every creature in the appropriate manner, even 
the ants in the depths of the earth, the birds in the air and the fish in the sea. Allah says: 



(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and itsdeposit. All is in a Clear Book.) (11:6) 



(And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) means, He hears all that His servants say and He 
knows their every movements. 



(61. And if you were to ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth and subjected 
the sun and the moon" They will surely reply: "Allah." How then are they deviating) (62. Allah 
expands the provision for whom He wills of His servants, and straitens it for whom (He wills). 
Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.) (63. And if you were to ask them: "Who sends 
down water from the sky, and gives life therewith to the earth after its death" They will surely 
reply: "Allah." Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" Nay, most of them have no sense.) 



Evidences of Tawhid 

Allah states that there is no God but He. The idolators who worshipped others besides Him 
recognized that He was the sole creator of the heavens and earth, the sun and the moon, 
alternating the night and day. They acknowledged that He was the Creator Who provided for 
His servants and decreed how long they should live. He made them and their provision 
different, so that some were rich and some were poor, and He knew best what was suitable for 
each of them, who deserved to be rich and who deserved to be poor. So, Allah stated that He 
has alone created everything, and that He alone is controlling them -- if this is how it is, then 
why worship anyone else Why put one's trust in anyone else Since dominion is His Alone, then 
let worship be for Him Alone. Allah often establishes His divinity by referring to their 
acknowledgement of His Unique Lordship, because the idolators used to acknowledge His 
Lordship, as they said in their Talbiyah (during Hajj and ' Umrah: "At Your service, You have no 
partner, except the partner that You have, and You possess him and whatever he has." 



(64. And this life of the world is only an amusement and a play! Verily, the home of the 
Hereafter -- that is the life indeed, if they but knew.) (65. And when they embark on a ship, 
they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him only, but when He brings them safely to 
land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others.) (66. So that they become ingrate 
for that which We have given them, and that they take their enjoyment, but they will come to 
know.) 

Allah tells us how insignificant and transient this world is, and how 
it will soon end. All that it is, is amusement and play: 



(Verily, the home of the Hereafter -- that is the life indeed,) means, the true everlasting life 
that will never end, but will continue forever and ever. 



(if they but knew.) means, they would prefer that which will last over that which will pass 
away. Then Allah says that at times of calamity, the idolators call upon Him alone, with no 
partner or associate, so why do they not do that all the time 



(And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him only,) This 
is like the Ayah, 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him (Allah Alone). But when He brings you safely to land, you turn away) (17:67). Allah says 
here: 



(but when He brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others.) 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from ' Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl that when the Messenger of Allah 
conquered Makkah, he (" Ikrimah) ran away, fleeing from him. When he was on the sea, headed 
for Ethiopia, the ship started to rock and the crew said: "0 people, pray sincerely to your Lord 
alone, for no one can save us from this except Him." ' Ikrimah said: "By Allah, if there is none 
who can save us on the sea except Him, then there is none who can save us on land except Him 
either, Allah, I vow to You that if I come out of this, I will go and put my hand in the hand of 
Muhammad and I will find him kind and merciful." And this is what indeed did happen. 



(So that they become ingrate for that which We have given them, and that they take their 
enjoyment,) 



(67. Have they not seen that We have made a secure sanctuary, while men are being snatched 
away from all around them Then do they believe in falsehood, and deny the graces of Allah) 
(68. And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah or denies the truth, 
when it comes to him Is there not a dwelling in Hell for the disbelievers) (69. As for those who 
strive hard for Us, We will surely guide them to Our paths. And verily, Allah is with the doers of 
good.) 



The Blessing of the Sanctuary Here 

Allah reminds Quraysh how He blessed them by granting them access to His sanctuary which He 
has made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal 
there, and whoever enters it is safe, because he is in a place of great security, although the 
Arabs of the desert round about used to ambush and raid one another and kill one another. As 
Allah says: 



(For the protection of the Quraysh. The caravans to set forth safe in winter and in summer. So 
let them worship the Lord of this House. Who has fed them against hunger, and has made them 
safe from fear.) (106:1-4) 



(Then do they believe in falsehood, and deny the graces of Allah) means, is the thanks that 
they give for this immense blessing to associate others with Him and worship others besides 
Him, idols and rivals 



(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused 
their people to dwell in the house of destruction) (14:28) They disbelieved in the Prophet, 
servant and Messenger of Allah , when what they should have done was to worship Allah Aione 
and not associate anything with Him, and to believe in, honor and respect the Messenger, but 
they rejected him and fought him, and expelled him from their midst. 3d, Allah took His 
blessing away from them, and killed those of them whom He killed at Badr, then His Messenger 
and the believers gained the upper hand, and Allah enabled His Messenger to conquer Makkah, 
and He disgraced them and humiliated them (the disbelievers). Then Allah says: 



(And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah or denies the truth, when it 
comes to him) There is no one who will be more severely punished than one who tells lies 
about Allah and says that Allah revealed something to him at the time when Allah did not 
reveal anything to him, or says, x l shall reveal something like that which Allah revealed.' And 
there is no one who will be more severely punished than one who denies the truth when it 
comes to him, for the former is a fabricator and the latter is a disbeliever. Allah says: 



(Isthere not a dwelling in Hell for the disbelievers) Then Allah says: 



(As for those who strive hard for Us,) meaning the Messenger and his Companions and those 
who follow him, until the Day of Resurrection, 



(We will surely guide them to Our paths. ) means, ' We will help them to follow Our path in this 
world and the Hereafter.' Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that * Abbas Al-Hamdani Abu Ahmad -- one of 
the people of x Akka (Palestine) -- said, concerning the Ayah: 



(As for those who strive hard for Us (in Our cause), We will surely guide them to Our paths. And 
verily, Allah is with the doers of good.) "Those who act upon what they know, Allah will guide 
them to that which they do not know." Ahmad bin Abu Al-Hawari said, "I told this to Abu 
Sulayman Ad-Darani, and he liked it and said: " No one who is inspired to do something good 
should do it until he hears a report concerning that; if he hears a report then he should go 
ahead and do it, and praise Allah because it was in accordance with what he himself felt."' 



(And verily, Allah is with the doers of good.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha' bi said; "Isa 
bin Maryam, peace be upon him, said: " Righteousness means doing good to those who ill-treat 
you, it does not mean doing good to those who do good to you.'" And Allah knows best. This is 
the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-' Ankabut. All praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ar-Rum 

(Chapter - 30) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam Mim.) (2. The Romans have been defeated.) (3. In the nearest land, and they, after 
their defeat, will be victorious.) (4. In Bid" i years. The decision of the matter, before and after 
is only with Allah. And on that day, the believers will rejoice) (5. With the help of Allah. He 
helps whom He wills, and He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) (6. A promise from Allah, 
and Allah fails not in His promise, but most men know not.) (7. They know only the outer 
appearance of the life of the world, and they are heedless of the Hereafter.) 

Foretelling the Victory of the Romans 

These Ayat were revealed about the victory of Sabur, the king of Persia, over Ash-Sham 
(Greater Syria), the adjoining partisan states of the Arabian Peninsula, and the outlying regions 
of the land of the Romans. Heraclius, the emperor of the Romans, was forced to flee to 
Constantinople where he was besieged for a lengthy period. Then Heraclius regained the upper 
hand. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn x Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on 
this Ayah: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land,) He said, "They were 
defeated and then they were victorious." He said, "The idolators wanted the Persians to prevail 
over the Romans, because they were idol worshippers, and the Muslims wanted the Romans to 
prevail over the Persians, because they were People of the Book. This was mentioned to Abu 
Bakr, who mentioned it to the Messenger of Allah . The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(They will certainly prevail.) Abu Bakr mentioned this to the idolators, and they said, "Set a 
time limit for that, and if we prevail, we will get such and such; and if you prevail, you will get 
such and such." So he set a limit of five years, and they (the Romans) did not prevail. Abu Bakr 
mentioned that to the Messenger of Allah and he said: 

« : » 

(Why do you not make it less than) I (the narrator) think he meant less than ten . Sa" id bin 
Jubayr said: "Bid" means less than ten." Then the Romans were victorious, and he said, "That is 
what Allah said: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land, and they, after their 
defeat, will be victorious. In Bid" i years. The decision of the matter, before and after is only 
with Allah. And on that day, the believers will rejoice -- with the help of Allah. He helps whom 
He wills, and He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi 
and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said: "Hasan Gharib." 

Another Had it h 

Abu x Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Niyar bin Mukram Al-Aslami said: "When the following Ayat 
were revealed: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land, and they, after their 
defeat, will be victorious. In Bid' years.) on the day they were revealed, the Persians were 
prevailing over the Romans. The Muslims wanted the Romans to prevail over them (the 
Persians), because they were both people who followed a Book. Concerning this Allah said: 



(And on that day, the believers will rejoice -- with the help of Allah. He helps whom He wills, 
and He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) The Quraysh, on the other hand, wanted the 
Persians to prevail, because neither of them were people who followed a Book and neither of 
them believed in the Resurrection. When Allah revealed these Ayat, Abu Bakr went out 
proclaiming throughout Makkah: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land, and they, after their 
defeat, will be victorious. In Bid' years.) Some of the Quraysh said to Abu Bakr: ' This is (a bet) 
between us and you. Your companion claims that the Romans will defeat the Persians within 
three to nine years, so why not have a bet on that between us and you' Abu Bakr said, 'Yes.' 
This was before betting had been forbidden. So, Abu Bakr and the idolators made a bet, and 
they said to Abu Bakr: 'What do you think, Bid' means something between three and nine 
years, so let us agree on the middle.' 3d they agreed on six years. Then six years passed 
without the Romans being victorious, so the idolators took what they had bet with Abu Bakr. 
When the seventh year came and the Romans were finally victorious over the Persians, the 
Muslims rebuked Abu Bakr for agreeing on six years. He said: 'Because Allah said: "In Bid' 
years."' At that time, many people became Muslim." This is how it was narrated by At-Tirmidhi, 
then he said, "This is a Hasan Hadith." 



Who were the Romans 



(Alif Lam Mim. The Romans have been defeated.) We have already discussed the separate 
letters which appear at the beginning of some Surahs in the beginning of our Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Baqarah. With regard to the Romans (Ar-Rum), they are the descendentsof AI-' lysbin Ishaq bin 
Ibrahim. They are the cousins of the Children of Isra'il, and are also known as Bani Al-Asfar. 
They used to followed the religion of the Greeks, who were descendents of Yafith bin Nuh, the 
cousins of the Turks. They used to worship the seven planets, and they prayed facing the 
direction of the North Pole. It is they who founded Damascus and built its temple in which 
there is a prayer niche facing north. The Romans followed this religion until approximately 
three hundred years after the time of the Messiah. The king who ruled Greater Syria along with 
the Fertile Crescent (semicircle of fertile land from Syrian Desert to Persian Gulf) was called 
Caesar. The first of them to enter the Christian religion was Constantine the son of Costas, 
whose mother was Maryam Al-Hilaniyyah Ash-Shadqaniyyah, from the land of Harran. She had 
become Christian before him, and she invited him to her religion. Before that he had been a 
philosopher, then he followed her. It was said that this was merely an outward show of belief. 
Then the Christians met with him. During his time they debated with 'Abdullah bin Ariyus 
(Arius) and great differences arose which could not be reconciled. Then a gathering of three 
hundred and eighteen bishops reached an agreement, and presented their creed to 
Constantine. This is what they call the Great Trust, but in fact it is the Worst Betrayal. They 
presented to him their laws, i.e., books of rulings on what was lawful and prohibited, and other 
things that they needed. They changed the religion of the Messiah (peace be upon him), adding 
some things and taking some things away. They began praying towards the East, and changed 
the Sabbath (Saturday) rites to Sunday. They worshipped the cross, permitted eating of pigs, 
adopted innovated observances such as the festival of the cross, Mass, baptism, etc., Palm 
Sunday and other occasions. They appointed a pope, as their leader, and patriarchs, 
metropolitans, bishops, priests and deacons, and they invented monasticism. The king built 
churches and places of worship for them, and he founded the city which is named after him, 
Constantinople. It was said that during his time twelve thousand churches were built, three 
places of prayer in Bethlehem, and that his mother built the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 



These are the ones who followed the religion of the kings. Then after them came the 
Jacobites, followers of Ya' qub Al-Askaf, then the Nestorians, the followers of Nestorius. There 
are many groups and sects among them, as the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(They split into seventy two sects.) The point here is that they continued to follow Christianity. 
Every time one Caesar died, another succeeded him, until the last of them, Heraclius, came to 
power. He was a wise man, one of the most astute and intelligent of kings, who had deep 
insight and well-formed opinions. His was a great and glorious reign. He was opposed by 
Chosroes, the king of Persia and of regions such as Iraq, Khurasan, Ar-Riy and all the lands of 
the Persians. His name was Sabur Dhul-Aktaf, and his kingdom was greater than the kingdom of 
Caesar. He was the leader of the Persians and was as stubborn as the Persians who were 
Zoroastrian fire worshippers. 

How Caesar defeated Chosroes (Kisra) 

It was previously reported that ' Ikrimah said: "Chosroes sent his deputy and his army against 
Caesar, and they fought." It is well-known that Chosroes himself fought in the army that 
invaded his land, and he defeated Caesar and overwhelmed him until he had nothing left 
except the city of Constantinople, where Chosroes besieged him for a long time, until things 
became very difficult for him. He was highly venerated among the Christians, and Chosroes was 
not able to conquer the city because it was well fortified, and half of it faced the land while 
the other half faced the sea, from where supplies were able to reach them. After this had gone 
on for a long time, Caesar thought of a clever trick. He asked Chosroes to let him leave his city 
in return for money given as a peace-offering, on whatever terms he (Chosroes) wanted. 
Chosroes agreed to that and asked for a huge amount of wealth -- gold, jewels, fabric, servant- 
women, servants, and much more -- such that no king on earth could ever pay. Caesar went 
along with that and gave him the impression that he had all that he had asked for, although he 
thought he was crazy for asking for such a thing, because even if the two of them were to 
combine all of their wealth, it would not amount to even one-tenth of that. He asked Chosroes 
to let him go out of the city to Ash-Sham and the other regions of his kingdom, so that he could 
gather that from his storehouses and places where his wealth was buried. Chosroes let him go, 
and when Caesar was about to leave Constantinople, he gathered his people together and told 
them: "I am going out on a mission I have decided to do so with some soldiers I have selected 
from my army; if I come back to you before one year passes, I will still be your king but if I do 
not come back after that, you will have the choice. Then, if you wish, you may remain loyal to 
me, or if you wish you may appoint someone instead of me. Sgnsof Tawhid Allah tells us that 
pondering His creation will show that He exists and that He is Unique in creating it, and that 
there is no god nor lord besides Him. So He says: 



(Do they not reflect upon themselves) Thinking and pondering how Allah created various things 
in the upper and lower realms and in the space between, realizing that this was not created in 
jest or in vain, but in truth, and that it will continue until an appointed time, the Day of 
Resurrection, as Allah says: 



(And indeed many of mankind deny meeting with their Lord.) Then Allah tells us of the truth of 
the Message brought by the Messengers and how He supported them with miracles and clear 
signs, such as when He destroyed those who disbelieved in them and saved those who believed 
in them. 



(Do they not travel in the land) means, 'do they not understand and think and see and hear 
about the people of the past' Allah says: 



(and see what was the end of those before them They were superior to them in strength, ) 
meaning, Mhe nations of the past who came before you were stronger than you to whom 
Muhammad has been sent; they had more wealth and more sons. You have not been given one- 
tenth of what they were given. They stayed longer in this world than you will stay. They were 
more civilized than you and were more prosperous in the land than you.' Yet despite all that, 
when their Messengers came to them with clear signs, while they were enjoying their life of 
luxury, Allah punished them for their sins and they had no one who could protect them from 
Allah. Their wealth and sons could not protect them from the wrath of Allah in the slightest, 
and Allah was not at all unjust towards them when He sent His punishment upon them. 



(but they used to wrong themselves.) They brought destruction upon themselves, when they 
rejected and mocked the signs of Allah. All of this only happened because of their previous sins 
and their rejection (of the Messengers). Allah says: 



(Then evil was the end of those who did evil, because they denied the Ayat of Allah and made a 
mockery of them.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as they refused to believe therein for the 
first time, and We shall leave them in their trespassto wander blindly.) (6:110), 



(So when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts away.) (61:5), 



(And if they turn away, then know that Allah's will is to punish them for some sins of theirs) 
(5:49). It was said that the meaning of the phrase 



(Then evil was the end of those who did evil,) is that evil was their inevitable end, because 
they rejected the signs of Allah and made fun of them. This is the view of Ibn Jarir, which he 
recorded from Ibn * Abbas and Qatadah. Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded it from them and from Ad- 
Dahhak bin Muzahim. This is the apparent meaning -- and Allah knows best -- of the phrase: 



(and made a mockery of them. 



(11. Allah originates the creation, then He will repeat it, then to Him you will be returned.) 
(12. And on the Day when the Hour will be established, the criminals will be plunged into 
destruction with despair.) (13. No intercessors will they have from those whom they made 
equal with Allah, and they will reject and deny their partners.) (14. And on the Day when the 
Hour will be established -- that Day shall they be separated.) (15. Then as for those who 
believed and did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made to enjoy a luxurious 
life in a Garden of Delight.) d(16. And as for those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, and 
the meeting of the Hereafter, such shall be brought forth to the torment.) Allah said: 



(Allah originates the creation, then He will repeat it,) Just as He was able to create it in the 
first place, so He is also able to repeat it. 



(then to Him you will be returned.) on the Day of Resurrection, when each will be requited 
according to his deeds. Then Allah says: 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established, the criminals will be plunged into 
destruction with despair.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "The sinners will be filled with despair." Mujahid 
said, "The sinners will be exposed;" according to another report he said, "The sinners will 
grieve." 



(No intercessors will they have from those whom they made equal with Allah,) means, the gods 
whom they used to worship instead of Allah will not intercede for them; they will reject them 
and betray them despite their desperate need of them. Then Allah says: 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established -- that Day shall (all men) be separated.) 
Qatadah said: "By Allah, this refers to the separation after which there will be no reunion." In 
other words, if one person is taken up to the highest heights and another is sent down to the 
lowest depths of Hell, that isthe last they will ever see of one another. Allah says: 



(Then as for those who believed and did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made 
to enjoy a luxurious life in a Garden of Delight.) Mujahid and Qatadah said, "This means, they 
will enjoy a life of luxury." 



(17. So glorify Allah, when you enter the evening, and when you enter the morning.) (18. And 
His is all the praise in the heavens and the earth; and in ' Ashiyya and when Tuzhirun.) (19. He 
brings out the living from the dead, and brings out the dead from the living. And He revives the 
earth after its death. And thus shall you be brought out.) 



The Command to pray Five Times Daily 

Here Allah glorifies Himself and commands His servants to glorify and praise Him at these times 
which come one after the other and are indicative of His might and power in the heavens. This 
is when the night comes with its darkness, then in the morning the day comes with its light. 
This glorification is followed by befitting praise, as Allah says: 



(And His is all the praise in the heavens and the earth;) meaning, He is the One who is to be 
praised for what He has created in the heavens and on earth. Then Allah says: 



(and in 'Ashiyya and when Tuzhirun.) -- the ' Ashiyy is the time when the darkness is most 
intense, and Izhar is the brightest point of the day. Glory be to the One Who created both of 
them, the Cleaver of the daybreak and the One Who makes night a time of rest. Allah says: 



(By the day as it shows up its brightness. By the night as it conceals it.) (91:3-4) 



(By the night as it envelops. By the day as it appears in brightness. ) (92:1-2) 



(By the forenoon (after sunrise). By the night when it darkens.) (93:1-2) And there are many 
similar Ayat. 



(He brings out the living from the dead, and brings out the dead from the living.) This is what 
we see of His power to create things and their opposites. These Ayat which come one after the 
other are all of the same; in each of them Allah mentions the creation of things and their 
opposites, to indicate to His creation the perfection of His power. Thus He creates the plant 
from the seed and the seed from the plant; He creates the egg from the chicken and the 
chicken from the egg; He creates man from sperm and sperm from man; He creates the 
believer from the disbelievers and the disbeliever from the believers. 



(And He revivesthe earth after itsdeath.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And a sign for them isthe dead land. We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that 
they eat thereof.) until: 



(and We have caused springs of water to gush forth therein. ) (36:33-34) 



(And you see the earth barren, but when We send down water on it, it is stirred, and it swells 
and puts forth every lovely kind.) until: 



(and certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.) (22:5-7) 



(And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy. Till when 
they have carried a heavy-laden cloud) until: 



(so that you may remember or take heed.) (7:57) Allah says here: 



(And thus shall you be brought out.) 



(20. And among His signs is this that He created you from dust, and then -- behold you are 
human beings scattered!) (21. And among His signs is this that He created for you wives from 
among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put between you affection 
and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signsfor a people who reflect.) 



Among the Signs of Allah 

Allah says: 



(And among His signs) -- which speak of His might and power, is the fact that He created your 
father Adam out of dust. 



(and then -- behold you are human beings scattered!) So man's origins lie in dust, then in a 
despised liquid, then he is formed and becomes a clot, then a lump of flesh, then bones in the 
form of a human being. Then Allah clothes the bones with flesh. Then the soul is breathed into 
him and he can hear and see. Then he comes forth from his mother's womb, small and weak, 
but the longer he lives, the stronger he becomes, until he reaches the age where he can build 
cities and strongholds, and he travels to different lands and across the seas, earning a living 
and amassing wealth, and he is smart and intelligent and crafty, with ideas and opinions of his 
own, and each one is able to achieve great things in this world and in the Hereafter according 
to his individual means. Glory be to the One Who has enabled them and made it easy for them 
to learn all kinds of skills for earning a living, and has caused them to vary in their levels of 
knowledge and intellectual ability, and in how handsome or ugly, rich or poor they are, and in 
whether they are blessed and doomed. Allah says: 



(And among His signs is this that He created you from dust, and then -- behold you are human 
beings scattered!) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Musa said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah created Adam from a handful taken from throughout the earth. Hence the sons of Adam 
vary as the earth varies, so they are white and red and black and colors in between, evil and 
good, easy-going or difficult -- or something in between.)" This was also recorded by Abu 
Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih." Allah said: 



(And among His signs is this that He created for you wives from among yourselves,) meaning, 
x He created females of your own kind, to be wives for you.' 



(that you may find repose in them,) This is like the Ayah, 



(It is He Who has created you from a single person, and He has created from him his wife, in 
order that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her) (7:189). This refers to Hawwa'. Allah 
created her from Adam, from the short rib on his left. If Allah had made all of Adam's progeny 
male, and created the females from another kind, such as from Jinn or animals, there would 
never have been harmony between them and their spouses. There would have been revulsion if 
the spouses had been from a different kind. Out of Allah's perfect mercy He made their wives 
from their own kind, and created love and kindness between them. For a man stays with a 
woman because he loves her, or because he feels compassion towards her if they have a child 
together, or because she needs him to take care of her, etc. 



(Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who reflect.) 



(22. And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the difference of 
your languages and colors. Verily, in that are indeed signs for men of sound knowledge.) (23. 
And among His signs is your sleep by night and by day, and your seeking His bounty. Verily, in 
that are indeed signs for a people who listen.) Allah said: 



(And among His signs) indicating His magnificent power. 



(is the creation of the heavens and the earth,) The heavens with their vast height and 
brightness and beauty of the stars and planets, and the earth with its density and its 
mountains, valleys, seas, plains, animals and trees. 



(and the difference of your languages) So, we see that some speak Arabic, and the Tatars have 
their own language, as do the Georgians, Romans, Franks, Berbers, Tou Couleurs (of Sudan), 
Ethiopians, Indians, Persians, 9avs, Khazars, Armenians, Kurds and others. Only Allah knows 
the variety of languages spoken among the sons of Adam. And the difference of their colors 
mentioned here refers to their appearance, for all the people of this world, from the time that 
Allah created Adam, and until the Hour begins, each of them has two eyes, two eyebrows, a 
nose, a forehead, a mouth and two cheeks, but none of them looks like another; there is bound 
to be some difference in posture, appearance and speech, whether it is apparent or is hidden 
and can only be noticed with careful observation. Each face has its own characteristics and 
does not look like another; even if there was a group of people who looked alike, having a 
beautiful or ugly characteristic in common, there would still be a difference between one 
person and the next. 



(Verily, in that are indeed signs for men of sound knowledge.) 



(And among His signs is your sleep by night and by day, and your seeking of His bounty.) Among 
His signs is the cycle of sleep that He has created during the night and the day, when people 
are able to cease moving and rest, so that their tiredness and exhaustion will go away. And He 
has enabled you to seek to earn a living and to travel about during the day, this is the opposite 
of sleep. 



(Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who listen.) meaning, understand. 



(24. And among His signs is that He shows you the lightning, for fear and for hope, and He 
sends down water from the sky, and therewith revives the earth after its death. Verily, in that 
are indeed signs for a people who understand.) (25. And among His signs is that the heaven and 
the earth stand by His command. Then afterwards when He will call you by a single call, 
behold, you will come out from the earth.) Allah says, 



(And among His signs) which speak of His greatness, 



(He shows you the lightning, for fear and for hope,) Sometimes you fear the heavy rain and 
destructive thunderbolts that follow it, and sometimes you feel hope, when you see a flash of 
lightning, that much-needed rain will come. Allah says: 



(and He sends down water from the sky, and therewith revives the earth after its death.) After 
it was barren, with nothing growing there, then the water comesto it and 



(it is stirred, and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth).) (22:5). In this is a clear 
sign and proof of the resurrection and the coming of the Hour. Allah says: 



i(Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who understand.) Then Allah says: 



(And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand by His command.) This is like the 
Ayat: 



(He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His leave) (22: 65). 



(Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should move away from their places) 
(35:41). Whenever * Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, swore an emphatic 
oath, he would say, "No, by the One by Whose command the heaven and the earth stand," i.e., 
they stand firm by His command to them and His subjugation of them. Then, when the Day of 
Resurrection comes, the Day when the earth will be exchanged with another earth and the 
dead will come forth from their graves, brought back to life by His command and His call to 
them, 



(Then afterwards when He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come out from the 
earth.) This is like the Ayat: 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with His praise and obedience, and you 
will think that you have stayed but a little while!) (17:52) 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, they find themselves on the surface of the 
earth alive after their death. ) (79:13-14), and 



(It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be brought up before Us!) (36:53). 



(26. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are obedient to Him.) (27. 
And He it is Who originatesthe creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him. His is 
the highest description in the heavens and in the earth. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) 
Allah says: 



(To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth.) means, He owns it and it is 
enslaved to Him. 



(All are obedient to Him.) they are humble before Him and submit to Him, whether willingly or 
unwillingly. 

Repeating the Creation is easier for Allah 

Allah's saying: 



(And He it is Who originatesthe creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him.) Ibn 
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means it is easier for Him." Mujahid said: 
"Repeating it is easier for Him than originating it, and originating it is easy for Him." This was 
also the view of x Ikrimah and others. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet said: 

: » 



« 

(Allah says; "The son of Adam denied Me, and he had no right to do so. And he reviled Me, and 
he had no right to do so. As for his denying Me, it is his saying: ' He will not remake me as He 
originated me' -- while originating the creation is not easier for Me than re-creating him. As for 
his reviling Me, it is his saying: " Allah has taken to Himself a son,' while I am the One, the Self- 
Sufficient Master; I beget not, nor was I begotten, and there is none comparable to Me.") This 
was recorded only by Al-Bukhari. 



(His is the highest description in the heavens and in the earth. ) x AM bin Abi Talhah reported 
Ibn " Abbas said, "This is like the Ayah: 



(There is nothing like Him) (42:11)." Qatadah said: "His description is La ilaha illallah, and there 
is no Lord but He." 



(28. He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves: Do you have partners among those whom 
your right hands possess to share as equals in the wealth We have bestowed on you, whom you 
fear as you fear each other Thus do We explain the signs in detail to a people who have sense.) 



(29. Nay, but those who do wrong follow their own lusts without knowledge. Then who will 
guide him whom Allah has sent astray And for such there will be no helpers.) 



A Parable of Tawhid 

This is the parable Allah makes of the idolators, those who worship others besides Him and 
attribute partners to Him, while at the same time admitting that these so-called partners -- 
idols and false gods -- are enslaved to and belong to Him. In their Talbiyah (during Hajj and 
' Umrah they used to say, "At Your service, You have no partner except the partner that You 
have, You own Him and whatever he owns." 



(He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves) 'something which you yourselves can see 
witness, and understand.' 



(Do you have partners among those whom your right hands possess to share as equals in the 
wealth We have bestowed on you...) ' None of you would like to have his servant as a partner in 
his wealth, each of them having an equal share.' 



(whom you fear as you fear each other.) 'You fear that they will have a share in your wealth 
with you.' Abu Mijlaz said, "You do not fear that your servant will have a share in your wealth, 
because he has no such right; similarly, Allah has no partner." The point is, that since any one 
of you would abhor such a thing, how can you attribute rivals to Allah from among His creation 
At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The people of Shirk used to say in their Talbiyah, 
'At Your service, You have no partner except the partner that You have, You own Him and 
whatever he owns.' Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Do you have partners among those whom your right hands possess to share as equals in the 
wealth We have bestowed on you, whom you fear as you fear each other)" If humans have this 
characteristic, this parable shows that it is even less befitting for Allah to have a partner. 



(Thus do We explain the signs in detail to a people who have sense.) Then Allah points out that 
when the idolators worship others instead of Him, doing so out of their own folly and 
ignorance: 



(Nay, but those who do wrong follow...), meaning, the idolators, 



(...their own lusts) means, in their worship of false gods without knowledge. 



(Then who will guide him whom Allah has sent astray) means, no one can guide them if Allah 
has decreed that they will be misguided. 



(And for such there will be no helpers.) means, there is no one who can save them from the 
power of Allah or grant them a way out, for what He wills, happens and what He does not will, 
does not happen. 



(30. 3d, set you your face towards the religion as a Hanif. Allah's Fitrah with which He has 
created mankind. No change let there be in Allah's Khalq, that is the straight religion, but most 
men know not.) (31. (And remain always) turning in repentance to Him and have Taqwa of Him; 



and perform the Salah and be not of idolators.) (32. Of those who split up their religion, and 
became sects, each sect rejoicing in that which iswith it.) 

The Command to adhere to Tawhid 

Allah says: ' so set your face and persevere in the religion which Allah has prescribed for you, 
the worship of Allah Alone, the religion of Ibrahim, to which Allah has guided you and which He 
has perfected for you with the utmost perfection. In this manner, you will also adhere to the 
sound Fitrah with which He created His creation. 1 Allah created His creation to recognize Him 
and know His Tawhid, and that there is no God except Him, as we have already seen when 
discussing the Ayah, 



(and made them testify as to themselves (saying): "Am I not your Lord" They said: "Yes!...") 
(7:172). And according to a Hadith, Allah said, 



» 



« 



("I created my servants Hunafa (i.e., monotheists), then the Shayatin misled them from their 
religion.") We will see in the Hadithsthat Allah created His creation with the Fitrah of Islam, 
then among some of them there emerged corrupt religions such as Judaism, Christianity and 
Zoroastrianism. 



(No change let there be in Allah's Khalq,) Some of them said that this means, 'do not change 
the creation of Allah, for if you do, you will divert the people away from the Fitrah with which 
He created them.' So it is instructive; just as His saying: 



(And whoever enters it, he is safe) This is a good and correct interpretation. Others said that 
this means, Allah made all of His creation equal, all of them have the same sound Fitrah and 
are by nature upright; they are all born with this nature and there is no disparity among people 
in this regard. Ibn 'Abbas, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Qatadah, 
Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd said that the Ayah: 



(No change let there be in Allah's Khalq) means, the religion of Allah. Al-Bukhari said: 



(No change let there be in Allah's Khalq,) "It means, the religion of Allah, and the religion, and 
the Fitrah is Islam." Then he reported that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(No child is born except in a state of Fitrah, then his parents make him a Jew or a Christian or 
a Zoroastrian, j ust as each animal produces a perfect animal like itself -- do you see any among 
them that are born mutilated) then the narrator (Abu Hurayrah) said (recite this Ayah), 



(Allah's Fitrah with which He has created mankind. No change let there be in Allah's Khalq, that 
is the straight religion.)" This was also recorded by Muslim. 



(that is the straight religion,) means, adherence to the SharT ah and the sound Fitrah is the 
true, straight religion. 



(but most men know not.) means, most people do not know this and they deviate far astray 
from it, as Allah says: 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.) (12:103) 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's path) 
(6:116). 



(turning in repentance to Him) Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jurayj said, "This means, returning to Him." 



(and have Taqwa of Him;) means, fear Him and remember that He is always watching. 



(and perform the Salah), which is the greatest act of worship.) 



(and be not of the idolators.) Be of those who single out Allah, devoting their worship sincerely 
for Him alone, not anyone or anything other than Him. Ibn Jarir recorded that Yazid bin Abi 
Maryam said: ,r> Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, passed by Mf adh bin Jabal and asked, 
'What is the foundation of this Ummah 1 Mu' adh said, 'Three things, and they are the things 
that will bring salvation: Al-lkhlas (doing a deed for Allah alone), which is the Fitrah with which 
Allah created mankind; Salah, which is the thing that tells a believer apart from a disbeliever; 
and obedience, which is protection.' ' Umar said: ' You have spoken the truth. 

Splitting into Sects and the Saved Sect 

His saying: 



(Of those who Farraqu Dinahum (split up their religion), and became sects, each sect rejoicing 
in that which is with it.) means, do not be of the idolators who split up their religion, i.e., 
changed it by believing in parts of it and rejecting other parts. Some scholars read this as 
Faraqu Dinahum, meaning "neglected their religion and left it behind them." These are like the 
Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, idol worshippers and all the followers of false religions, besides 
the followers of Islam, as Allah says: 



(Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you have no concern in them in 
the least. Their affair is only with Allah) (6:159). The followers of the religions before us had 
differences of opinions and split into false sects, each group claiming to be following the truth. 
This Ummah too has split into sects, all of which are misguided apart from one, which is Ahlus- 
Sunnah Wal-Jama* ah, those who adhere to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger 
of Allah and what was followed by the first generations, the Companions, their followers, and 
the Imams of the Muslims of earlier and later times. In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that 
the Messenger of Allah was asked which of the sects was the saved sect and he said: 

« » 

(What I and my Companions are upon.) 



(33. And when harm touches men, they cry sincerely only to their Lord, turning to Him in 
repentance; but when He gives them a taste of His mercy, behold, a party of them associates 
partners in worship with their Lord.) (34. So as to be ungrateful for the graces which We have 
bestowed on them. Then enjoy; but you will come to know.) (35. Or have We revealed to them 
an authority, which speaks of that which they have been associating with Him) (36. And when 
We cause mankind to taste of mercy, they rejoice therein; but when some evil afflicts them 
because of what their hands have sent forth, behold, they are in despair!) (37. Do they not see 
that Allah expands the provision for whom He wills and straitens (it for whom He wills). Verily, 
in that are indeed signs for a people who believe.) 



How man sways between Tawhid and Shirk, and between Joy and 
Despair, according to His Circumstances 

Allah tells us that when man is in dire straits, he calls upon Allah alone with no partner or 
associate, then when times of ease come and they have the choice, some people associate 
others with Allah and worship others alongside Him. 



(So- as to be ungrateful for the graces which We have bestowed on them.) Then Allah warns 
them by saying: 



(but you will come to know.) One of them said: By Allah, if a law enforcment officer were to 
say this to me, I would be afraid, so how about when the One Who is issuing the warning is the 
One Who merely says to a thing "Be!" and it is Then Allah denounces the idolators for 
fabricating lies and worshipping others instead of Him with no evidence or proof: 



(Or have We revealed to them an authority,) means, proof. 



(which speaks) means, tells 



(of that which they have been associating with Him) This is a rhetorical question intended to 
denounce them, for they have no such thing. 



(And when We cause mankind to taste of mercy, they rejoice therein; but when some evil 
afflicts them because of what their hands have sent forth, behold, they are in despair!) This is 
a denunciation of man for the way he is, except for those whom Allah protects and helps, for 
when man is given blessings, he is proud, and says: 



("Ills have departed from me." Surely, he is exultant, and boastful.) (11:10) He rejoices over 
himself and boasts to others, but when difficulties befall him, He despairs of ever having 
anything good again. Allah says: 



(Except those who show patience and do righteous good deeds). They are patient during times 
of difficulty and do good deeds at times of ease. It was reported in the Sahih: 



» 



« 

(How wonderful is the affair of the believer. Allah does not decree anything for him but it is 
good for him. If good things happen to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; and if 
bad things happen to him, he bearsthat with patience, and that isgood for him.) 



(Do they not see that Allah expands the provision for whom He wills and straitens (it for whom 
He wills).) He is the One Who is controlling and doing that, by His wisdom and justice, so He 
expandsthe provision for some people and restricts it for some. 



(Verily, in that are indeed signs for a people who believe.) 



(38. So, give to the kindred his due, and to Al-Miskin and to the wayfarer. That is best for those 
who seek Allah's Face; and it is they who will be successful.) (39. And that which you give in 
Riba in order that it may increase from other people's property, has no increase with Allah; but 
that which you give in Zakah seeking Allah's Face, then those they shall have manifold increase. 
) (40. Allah is He Who created you, then provided food for you, then will cause you to die, then 
He will give you life. Is there any of your partners that do anything of that Glory be to Him! 
And Exalted be He above all that they associate.) 



The Command to uphold the Ties of Kinship and the Prohibition of 

Riba Allah commands giving: 



(to the kindred his due) his due of respect and upholding the ties of kinship. 



(and to Al-Miskin) the one who has nothing to spend on his needs, or he has something but it is 
not enough. 



(and to the wayfarer.) the traveler who is in need of money and other things during his 
journey. 



(That is best for those who seek Allah's Face;) meaning; to look upon Him on the Day of 
Resurrection, which isthe ultimate aim. 



(and it is they who will be successful.) means, in this world and the Hereafter. Then Allah says: 



(And that which you give in Riba, in order that it may increase from other people's property, 
has no increase with Allah;) This means, that which is given as a gift to others in the hope that 
they will give back more than they were given. There is no reward for this with Allah. This is 
how this Ayah was interpreted by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, ' Ikrimah, 
Muhammad bin Ka* b and Ash-Sha' bi. Allah says: 



(but that which you give in Zakah seeking Allah's Face, then those they shall have manifold 
increase.) Those are the ones for whom Allah will multiply the reward. It was reported in the 
Sahih: 



» 



« 

(No person gives in charity the equivalent of a date which was earned in a lawful manner, but 
the Most Merciful takes it in His Right Hand and takes care of it for its owner, just as any one of 
you takes care of hisfoal or young camel, until the date becomesthe size of Mount Uhud.) 



Creation, Provision, Life and Death are all in the Hand of Allah 

Allah says: 



(Allah is He Who created you, then provided food for you,) means, He is the Creator and 
Provider. He brings man forth from his mother's womb naked and knowing nothing, not able to 
see or hear, and having no strength. Then He provides him with all these things, giving him 
household effects, clothing, wealth, possessions and earnings. 



(then will cause you to die,) means, after this life. 



(then (again) He will give you life.) means, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Isthere any of your partners) means, those whom you worship instead of Allah, 



(that do anything of that) meaning, none of them are able to do any of that. But Allah is the 
One Who is Independent in His powers of creation, provision, and giving life and death. Then 
He will resurrect Hiscreation on the Day of Resurrection. This iswhy, after all this He says: 



(Glory be to Him! And Exalted be He above all that they associate. ) meaning, exalted and 
sanctified and glorified be He far above having any partner, peer, equal, son or father, for He 
is the One, the Unique, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who begets not nor was He begotten, and 
there is none comparable unto Him. 



(41. Evil has appeared in Al-Barr and Al-Bahr because of what the hands of men have earned, 
that He may make them taste a part of that which they have done, in order that they may 
return.) (42. Say: "Travel in the land and see what was the end of those before (you)! Most of 
them were idolators.") 



The Effects of Sin in this World 

Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and others said: "What is meant by Al-Barr here is 
the empty land or wilderness, and by Al-Bahr is towns and cities." According to a report 
narrated from Ibn 'Abbas and ' Ikrimah, Al-Bahr refers to towns and cities which are on the 
banks of rivers. Others said that what was meant was the usual meaning of the words, i.e., 
land and sea. Zayd bin RafT said: 



(Evil has appeared) "The rain is withheld from the land and this is followed by famine, and it is 
withheld from the sea, adversely affecting the animals which live in it." This was recorded by 
Ibn Abi Hatim, who said: "Muhammad bin 'Abdullah bin Yazid Al-Muqri' told us, from Sufyan 
from Humayd bin Qays Al-A' raj from Mujahid: 



(Evil has appeared on land and sea) "Evil on land means the killing of the son of Adam, and evil 
on the sea means piracy." According to the first opinion, the phrase, 



(Evil has appeared on land and sea because of what the hands of men have earned, ) means the 
shortfall in the crops and fruits is because of sins. Abu AI-' Aliyah said: "Whoever disobeys Allah 
in the earth has corrupted it, because the good condition of the earth and the heavens depends 
on obedience to Allah." Hence it says in the Hadith which was recorded by Abu Dawud: 



» 



« 



(Any prescribed punishment which is carried out in the land is better for its people than if it 
were to rain for forty days.) The reason for that is that if the prescribed punishments are 
carried out, this will deter the people -- most or many of them -- from violating the 
prohibitions of Allah. If they give up sin, this will be a cause of blessings in the skies and on the 
earth. So, when ' Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, comes down at the end of time, he will 
judge according to this Shari' ah at that time, and will kill the pigs and break the cross and 
abolish the Jizyah. He will accept nothing except Islam or the sword. When Allah destroys the 
Dajjal and his followers, and Ya'juj and Ma'juj during his time, it will be said to the earth, bring 
forth your blessing. Then groups of people will eat from one pomegranate, and will seek shade 
beneath its skin, and the milk of one pregnant camel will be sufficient for a group of people. 
This will only be because of the blessings that will result from application of the Shari' ah of 
Muhammad . The more justice is established, the more the blessings and good things will 
increase. It was reported in the Sahih: h 



» 



« 



(When the evildoer dies, it is a relief for the people, the land, the trees and the animals.) 
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Abu Qahdham said: "At the time of Ziyad or Ibn Ziyad, a 
man found a cloth in which were wrapped grains of wheat which were as big as date stones; on 
it was written: ' This grew at a time when justice prevailed.'" 



(that He may make them taste a part of that which they have done,) means, He tries them 
with the loss of wealth, souls and fruits as a test and as a punishment for what they have done. 



(in order that they may return.) means, from disobedience. This is like the Ayah, 



(And We tried them with good and evil in order that they might turn.) (7:168). Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Travel in the land and see what was the end of those before (you)!") meaning, those who 
came before you. 



(Most of them were idolators. ) means, so see what happened to them when they rejected the 
Messengers and were ungrateful for the blessings. 



(43. So, set you your face to the straight and right religion, before there comes from Allah a 
Day which none can avert. On that Day men shall be divided.) (44. Whosoever disbelieves will 
suffer from his disbelief, and whosoever does righteous good deeds, then such will prepare a 
good place for themselves.) (45. That He may reward those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds, out of His bounty. Verily, He likes not the disbelievers.) 

The Command to follow the Straight Path before the Day of 

Resurrection 

Here Allah commands His servants to hasten to obedience to Him and to hasten to do good 
deeds. 



(So, set you your face to the straight and right religion, before there comes from Allah a Day 
which none can avert.) The Day of Resurrection, for when Allah wants it to happen, no one will 
be able to avert it. 



(On that Day men shall be divided.) means, they will be separated, with one group in Paradise 
and another in Hell. Allah says: 



(Whosoever disbelieves will suffer from his disbelief, and whosoever does righteous good 
deeds, then such will prepare a good place for themselves. That He may reward those who 
believe, and do righteous good deeds, out of His bounty.) meaning that He may reward them 
from His bounty, in return for one good deed, he will get the reward for ten, up to seven 
hundred like it, as much as Allah wills. 



(Verily, He likes not the disbelievers.) yet He is still j ust with them and does not oppressthem. 



(46. And among His signs is this that He sends the winds as glad tidings, giving you a taste of His 
mercy, and that the ships may sail at His command, and that you may seek of His bounty, in 
order that you may be thankful.) (47. And indeed We did send Messengers before you to their 
own peoples. They came to them with clear proofs, then, We took vengeance on those who 
committed crimes; and it was incumbent upon Us to help the believers.) 



Among the Signs of Allah are the Winds 

Here Allah mentions the favor He does for His creatures by sending winds to them, as 
harbingers of His mercy, meaning that they will be followed by rain. Allah says: 



(giving you a taste of His mercy,) that is, the rain which will come down and revive people and 
the land. 



(and that the ships may sail at His command,) means, on the sea, for they are driven by the 
wind. 



(and that you may seek of His bounty,) means, by trading, earning a living and traveling from 
one country to another, one region to another. 



(in order that you may be thankful.) means, that you may give thanks to Allah for the 
innumerable favors He has done for you, both visible and hidden. Then Allah says: 



(And indeed We did send Messengers before you to their own peoples. They came to them with 
clear proofs, then, We took vengeance on those who committed crimes;) These are words of 
consolation from Allah to His servant and Messenger Muhammad . They tell him that if many of 
his people and of mankind disbelieve in him, the previous Messengers were also rejected, 
despite the clear signs that they brought, but Allah punished those who rejected and opposed 
them, and saved those who believed in them. 



(and it was incumbent upon Us to help the believers.) This is a duty which Allah took upon 
Himself as a blessing and a favor to them. This is like the Ayah, 



(your Lord has prescribed mercy for Himself) (6:54). Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Ad- 
Darda', may Allah be pleased with him, said: "I heard Allah's Messenger saying: 



» 



« 



(No Muslim man defends the honor of his brother except that there would be a right upon Allah 
to defend him from the fire of Hell on the Day of Resurrection.) Then he recited this Ayah: 



(and it was incumbent upon Us to help the believers. 



(48. Allah is He Who sends the winds, so that they raise clouds and spread them along the sky 
as He wills, and then break them into fragments until you see rain drops come forth from their 
midst! Then when He has made them fall on whom of His servants as He wills, lo, they rejoice!) 
(49. And verily, before that -- just before it was sent down upon them -- they were in despair!) 
(50. Look then at the effects of Allah's mercy, how He revives the earth after its death. Verily, 
that shall indeed raise the dead, and He is able to do all things.) (51. And if We send a wind, 
and they see it turn yellow -- behold, they then would become unthankful (disbelievers).) 



The Revival of the Earth is a Sign of the Resurrection 

Here Allah explains how He creates the clouds that rain the water. 



(Allah is He Who sends the winds, so that they raise clouds) either from the sea, as was 
mentioned by more than one (of the scholars), or from whatever Allah wills. 



(and spread them along the sky as He wills,) means, He spreads them and causes them to 
increase and grow. From a little He makes a lot, and creates the clouds that look like shields. 
Then He spreads them out until they fill the horizon. Sametimesthe clouds come from the sea, 
heavy and full, as Allah says: 



(And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy. Till when 
they have carried a heavy-laden cloud, We drive it to a land that is dead) until: 



(Smilarly, We shall raise up the dead, so that you may remember or take heed.) (7:57) Allah 
says here: 



(Allah is He Who sends the winds, so that they raise clouds and spread them along the sky as He 
wills, and then break them into fragments) Mujahid, Abu ' Amr bin Al-' Ala', Matar Al-Warraq 
and Qatadah said, "This means pieces." Others said that it means ' piled up,' as Ad-Dahhak said. 
Others said that it means black, because they contained so much water, and sometimes they 
are heavy and close to the earth. His saying: 



(until you see rain drops come forth from their midst!) means, ' so you see the drops, i.e., the 
rain, which come from the midst of those clouds.' 



(Then when He has made them fall on whom of His servants as He wills, lo, they rejoice!) They 
rejoice at the rain when it comesto them because of their need for it. 



(And verily, before that -- just before it was sent down upon them -- they were in despair!) The 
people to whom this rain came were in despair, thinking that it rain would never fall, just 
before it came to them. When it came to them, it came at the time of greatest need, so it was 
a tremendous event for them What this means is that they were in need of it before it fell, and 
there had been no rainfall for a long time, so they were waiting for it at the time when it was 
due, but it did not come to them at that time. The rain was late, and a long time passed. Then 
the rain came to them suddenly, after they began to despair, and after their land became dry 
and barren, it was stirred to life, and it swelled and produced every lovely kind of growth. 
Allah says: 



(Look then at the effects of Allah's mercy,) meaning, the rain. 



(how He revives the earth after its death.) Thus Allah draws attention to the revival of people's 
bodies after they have died and disintegrated into nothing. 



(Verily, that (Allah) shall indeed raise the dead.) means, the One Who does that is able to raise 
the dead. 



(and He is able to do all things.) 



(And if We send a wind, and they see it turn yellow -- behold, they then would become 
unthankful (disbelievers).) 



(And if We send a wind,) means, a wind which dries up the crops which they have tended and 
cultivated and which have matured, and they see them turn yellow, and start to rot, if this 
were to happen, they would become ungrateful, i.e., they would deny the previous blessings 
that they were given. This is like the Ayah, 



(Then tell Me about the seed that you sow in the ground.) until: 



(Nay, but we are deprived!) (56:63-67) 



(52. So verily, you cannot make the dead to hear, nor can you make the deaf to hear the call, 
when they show their backs and turn away.) (53. And you cannot guide the blind from their 
straying; you can make to hear only those who believe in Our Ayat, and have submitted (to 
Allah in Islam).) 



The Disbelievers are like the Dead, Deaf and Blind 

Allah says, 'just as you are not able to make the dead hear in their graves, or to make your 
words reach the deaf who cannot hear and who still turn away from you, so too you cannot 
guide the blind to the truth and bring them back from their misguidance.' That is a matter 
which rests with Allah, for by His power He can make the dead hear the voices of the living if 
He wills. He guides whom He wills and sends astray whom He wills, and no one but He has the 
power to do this. Allah says: 



(you can make to hear only those who believe in Our Ayat, and have submitted (to Allah in 
Islam).) means, those who are humble and who respond and obey. These are the ones who will 
listen to the truth and follow it; this is the state of the believers; the former (being deaf and 
blind) is the state of the disbelievers, as All ah says: 



(It is only those who listen will respond, but as for the dead, Allah will raise them up, then to 
Him they will be returned.) (6:36) ' A'ishah, the Mother of the faithful, may Allah be pleased 
with her, used this Ayah -- 



(So verily, you cannot make the dead to hear) as evidence against 'Abdullah bin ' Umar when 
he reported that the Prophet had addressed the slain disbelievers who had been thrown into a 
dry well three days after the battle of Badr, rebuking and reprimanding them, until 'Umar 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah, are you addressing people who are dead bodies" He said: 

» 

« 

(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, you do not hear what I say any better than they do, but 
they cannot respond.) s' A'ishah interpreted this event to mean that the Prophet was making 
the point that now they would know that what he had been telling them was true. Qatadah 
said: "Allah brought them back to life for him so that they could hear what he said by way of 
rebuke and vengeance." 



(54. Allah is He Who created you in weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, then 
after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And He is the All- 
Knowing, the All -Powerful.) 

The Different Stages of Man 

Here Allah points out how man passes through different stages of creation, one phase after 
another. He is originally created from dust, then from a Nutfah, then from a clot, then from a 
lump of flesh. Then he becomes bones, then the bones are clothed with flesh, then the soul is 
breathed into him. Then he emerges from his mother's womb, weak and thin and powerless. 
Then he grows up little by little, until he becomes a child, then he reaches the stage of 
puberty, then he becomes a young man, which is strength after weakness. Then he starts to get 
older, reaching middle age, then old age and senility, weakness after strength, so he loses his 
resolve, power of movement and ability to fight, his hair turns grey and his characteristics, 
both inward and outward, begin to change. Allah says: 



(then after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills.) He does 
whatsoever He wills and controls His servants in whatever way He wants. 



(And He isthe All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.) 



(55. And on the Day that the Hour will be established, the criminals will swear that they stayed 
not but an hour - thus were they ever deluded.) (56. And those who have been bestowed with 
knowledge and Faith will say: "Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until 
the Day of Resurrection; so this isthe Day of Resurrection, but you knew not.") (57. 3d, on that 
Day no excuse of theirs will avail those who did wrong, nor will they be allowed to return to 
seek (Allah's) pleasure.) 



The Ignorance of the Disbelievers in this World and in the Hereafter 

Here Allah tells us of the ignorance of the disbelievers in this world and in the Hereafter. In 
this world they worship idols, and in the Hereafter they will also display great ignorance. They 
will swear by Allah that they did not even stay for one hour in this world. They will mean that 
there was not enough time given to establish proof against them which would leave them with 
no excuse. Allah says: 



(thus were they ever deluded. And those who have been bestowed with knowledge and Faith 
will say: "Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until the Day of 
Resurrection...") The believers who have knowledge of the Hereafter will respond to them, just 
as they established the proof of Allah against them in this world. When they swear that they 
did not stay even one hour in this world, they will say to them: 



(Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah,) meaning, the Book of deeds, 



(until the Day of Resurrection;) means, ' from the day when you were created until the day you 
were resurrected. ' 



(but you knew not.) Allah says: 



(So, on that Day) meaning, the Day of Resurrection, 



(no excuse of theirs will avail those who did wrong,) means, their excuses for what they did. 



(nor will they be allowed (then) to return to seek (Allah's) pleasure.) means, they will not be 
allowed to return to this world. This is like the Ayah, 



(and if they seek to please (Allah), yet they are not of those who will ever be allowed to please 
(Allah)) (41:24). 



(58. And indeed We have set forth for mankind, in this Qur'an every kind of parable. But if you 
bring to them any sign or proof, the disbelievers are sure to say (to the believers): "You follow 
nothing but falsehood and magic") (59. Thus does Allah seal up the hearts of those who know 
not.) (60. So be patient. Verily, the promise of Allah is true; and let not those who have no 
certainty of faith discourage you (from conveying Allah's Message).) 



Parables in the Qur'an and how the Disbelievers do not learn from 

them 



(And indeed We have set forth for mankind, in this Qur'an every kind of parable.) means, * We 
have explained the truth to them and have made it clear to them, and have set forth for them 
parables so that they may understand the truth and follow it.' 



(But if you bring to them any sign or proof, the disbelievers are sure to say (to the believers): 
"You follow nothing but falsehood and magic") If they were to see any kind of sign, whether it 
was at their own direction or otherwise, they would not believe in it and they would think that 
it was magic and falsehood, as they said when the moon was cleft asunder, etc., as Allah says: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96-97). Allah says 
here: 



(Thus does Allah seal up the hearts of those who know not. So be patient. Verily, the promise 
of Allah is true;) meaning, 'bear their stubborn opposition with patience, for Allah will fulfill 
His promise to grant you victory over them and cause you and those who follow you to prevail 
in thisworld and in the Hereafter.' 



(and let not those who have no certainty of faith discourage you (from conveying Allah's 
Message).) 'Remain steadfast in the mission with which Allah has sent you, for it is truth in 
which there is no doubt. Do not turn away from it, for nowhere else is there truth which is to 
be followed; the truth rests exclusively in the Message with which you have been sent.' 



Reports concerning the Virtues of this Surah and that it is 
recommended to recite it during Fajr 

Imam Ahmad recorded from a man among the Companions of the Prophet that the Messenger of 
Allah led them in Fajr prayer and recited Ar-Rum in the prayer, but he became confused in his 
recitation. He said: 



» 



« 



(We have become confused in our recitation of Qur'an, because some people among you are 
praying with us but they have not performed Wudu' properly. Whoever attends the prayer with 
us, let him perform Wudu' properly.) This has a Hasan chain of narration, the text itself is 
Hasan. It contains amazing information, that the Prophet was affected by the faulty Wudu' of 
some of those whom he was leading in prayer. This indicates that the prayer of the person who 
is praying in the congregation is connected to the prayer of the Imam. This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surat Ar-Rum. Allah's isthe praise and thanks. 

Parables in the Qur'an and how the Disbelievers do not learn from 

them 



(And indeed We have set forth for mankind, in this Qur'an every kind of parable.) means, 'We 
have explained the truth to them and have made it clear to them, and have set forth for them 
parables so that they may understand the truth and follow it.' 



(But if you bring to them any sign or proof, the disbelievers are sure to say (to the believers): 
"You follow nothing but falsehood and magic") If they were to see any kind of sign, whether it 
was at their own direction or otherwise, they would not believe in it and they would think that 
it was magic and falsehood, as they said when the moon was cleft asunder, etc., as Allah says: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96-97). Allah says 
here: 



(Thus does Allah seal up the hearts of those who know not. So be patient. Verily, the promise 
of Allah is true;) meaning, 'bear their stubborn opposition with patience, for Allah will fulfill 
His promise to grant you victory over them and cause you and those who follow you to prevail 
in thisworld and in the Hereafter.' 



(and let not those who have no certainty of faith discourage you (from conveying Allah's 
Message).) 'Remain steadfast in the mission with which Allah has sent you, for it is truth in 
which there is no doubt. Do not turn away from it, for nowhere else is there truth which is to 
be followed; the truth rests exclusively in the Message with which you have been sent.' 



Reports concerning the Virtues of this Surah and that it is 
recommended to recite it during Fajr 

Imam Ahmad recorded from a man among the Companions of the Prophet that the Messenger of 
Allah led them in Fajr prayer and recited Ar-Rum in the prayer, but he became confused in his 
recitation. He said: 



» 



« 

(We have become confused in our recitation of Qur'an, because some people among you are 
praying with us but they have not performed Wudu' properly. Whoever attends the prayer with 
us, let him perform Wudu' properly.) This has a Hasan chain of narration, the text itself is 
Hasan. It contains amazing information, that the Prophet was affected by the faulty Wudu' of 
some of those whom he was leading in prayer. This indicates that the prayer of the person who 
is praying in the congregation is connected to the prayer of the Imam. This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surat Ar-Rum. Allah's isthe praise and thanks. 

The Tafsir of Surah Luqman 

Chapter - 31) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam Mim.) (2. These are Ayat of the Wise Book.) (3. A guide and a mercy for the 
Muhsinin.) (4. Those who perform the Salah and give Zakah and they have faith in the 
Hereafter with certainty.) (5. Such are on guidance from their Lord, and such are the 
successful.) At the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah we discussed the letters such as those that 
appear at the beginning of this Surah. Allah has made the Qur'an a guidance and healing and a 
mercy for the Muhsinin, who are those who do good deeds in accordance with the SharTah. 
They establish the obligatory prayers in the proper manner and at the correct times, and follow 
that with regular, optional and supererogatory prayers; they pay the Zakah to those who 
deserve it; they uphold the ties of kinship with their relatives; they have certain faith that 
there will be rewards and punishments in the Hereafter, and they seek the reward with Allah; 
they do not show off or seek a reward or thanks from other people. Whoever does this is one of 
those of whom Allah says: 



(Such are on guidance from their Lord,) meaning, they follow His guidance with clear 
understanding. 



(and such are the successful.) in this world and in the Hereafter. 



(6. And of mankind is he who purchases idle talk (Lahw Al-Hadith) to mislead from the path of 
Allah without knowledge, and takes it by way of mockery. For such there will be a humiliating 
torment.) (7. And when Our Ayat are recited to such a one, he turns away in pride, as if he 
heard them not -- as if there were deafness in his ear. So announce to him a painful torment.) 



The Doomed are preoccupied with Idle Talk and They turn away 

from the Ayat of Allah 

When Allah mentions the blessed -- who are those who are guided by the Book of Allah and 
benefit from hearing it, as He says: 



(Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts resembling each other (and) oft- 
repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart 
soften to the remembrance of Allah) (39:23). He connect that with mention of the doomed, 
those who turn away from the Qur'an and do not benefit from hearing the Words of Allah. 
Instead, they turn to listening to flutes and singing accompanied by musical instruments. As Ibn 
Mas' ud commented about the Ayah: 



(And of mankind is he who purchases Lahu Al-Hadith to mislead (men) from the path of Allah), 
he said, "This-- by Allah -- refers to singing." 



(And of mankind is he who purchases Lahw Al-Hadith to mislead (men) from the path of Allah 
without knowledge, ) Qatadah said: "By Allah, he may not spend money on it, but his 
purchasing it means he likes it, and the more misguided he is, the more he likes it and the 
more he prefers falsehood to the truth and harmful things over beneficial things." It was said 
that what is meant by the words 



(purchases idle talks) is buying singing servant girls. Ibn Jarir said that it means all speech that 
hinders people from seeing the signs of Allah and following His path. His saying: 



(to mislead (men) from the path of Allah) means, he does this to oppose Islam and its 
followers. 



(and takes it by way of mockery.) Mujahid said, "This means mocking the path of Allah and 
making fun of it." 



(For such there will be a humiliating torment.) Just as they showed no respect to the signs and 
path of Allah, so they will be shown no respect on the Day of Resurrection, and they will be 
subjected to a painful, ongoing torment. Then Allah says: 



(And when Our Ayat are recited to such a one, he turns away in pride, as if he heard them not - 
- as if there were deafness in his ear.) means, when these Qur'anic verses are recited to one 
who is fond of idleness and play, he turns away from them and does not want to hear them. He 
turns a deaf ear to them as if he can hear nothing, because it annoys him to hear them since he 
gains no benefit from them and has no interest in them. 



{So announce to him a painful torment.) i.e., on the Day of Resurrection, which will hurt him 
just as much as listening to the Book of Allah and its verses hurt him. 



(8. Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them are Gardens of Delight.) 
(9. To abide therein. It is a promise of Allah in truth. And He isthe All-Mighty, the All-Wise.) 

The Good Destiny of the Believers 

Here Allah mentions the destiny of the righteous in the Hereafter, those who believe in Allah 
and His Messenger and do righteous deeds in accordance with the Laws of Allah. 



(for them are Gardens of Delight.) means, there they will enjoy all kinds of delights and 
pleasures, food, drink, clothing, dwelling-places, means of transportation, women, a light of 
beauty and delightful sounds, which have never crossed the mind of any human being. They 
will stay there forever, never leaving and never desiring change. 



(It is a promise of Allah in truth.) meaning, this will undoubtedly come to pass, for it is a 
promise from Allah, and Allah never breaks His promise, because He is the Most Generous 
Bestower Who does what He wills and is able to do all things. 



(And He is the All -Mighty,) Who has subjugated all things and to Whom all things submit, 



(the All-Wise.) in what He says and what He does, Who has made this Qur'an a guidance to the 
believers. 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it is blindness for them) (41:44). 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe, and 
it increases the wrongdoers nothing but loss.) (17:82) 



(10. He has created the heavens without any pillars that you see, and has set on the earth firm 
mountains lest it should shake with you. And He has scattered therein moving creatures of all 
kinds. And We send down water from the sky, and We cause (plants) of every goodly kind to 
grow therein in pairs,) (11. This isthe creation of Allah. So, show Me that which those besides 
Him have created. Nay, the wrongdoers are in plain error.) 

Proofs of Tawhid 

Thus Allah explains His mighty power in creating the heavens and the earth, and everything 
that iswithin them and between them. He says: 



(He has created the heavens without any pillars) Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "It does not have 
any pillars, visible or invisible." 



(and has set on the earth firm mountains) means, the mountains which stabilize and lend 
weight to the earth, lest it should shake with its water. Allah says: 



(lest it should shake with you.) 



(And He has scattered therein moving creatures of all kinds) means, He has placed throughout 
it all kinds of animals, the total number of whose kinds and colors is known to no one except 
the One Who created them. When Allah tells us that He isthe Creator, He also reminds us that 
He isthe Provider, as He says: 



(And We send down water from the sky, and We cause (plants) of every goodly kind to grow 
therein in pairs,) meaning, every kind of good produce in pairs, i.e., they are beautiful to look 
at. Ash-Sha' bi said: "People are also produce of the earth, so whoever enters Paradise is goodly 
and whoever enters Hell is vile." 



(This is the creation of Allah.) means, all that Allah has mentioned here of the creation of the 
heavens and earth and everything in between stems from His power of creation and control 
alone, and He has no partner or associate in that, Allah says: 



(So, show Me that which those besides Him have created.) those idols and rivals whom you 
worship and call upon. 



(Nay, the wrongdoers) meansthe idolatorswho associate others in worship with Allah 



(in error) means, they are ignorant and blind. 



(plain) means, it is clear and obvious, and not at all hidden. 



(12. And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah saying: "Give thanks to Allah." And 
whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) himself. And whoever is unthankful, 
then verily, Allah is All-Rich, Worthy of all praise.) 



Luqman 

The Salaf differed over the identity of Luqman; there are two opinions: was he a Prophet or 
just a righteous servant of Allah without the prophet hood The majority favored the latter view, 
that he was a righteous servant of Allah without being a Prophet. Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, 
narrating from Al-Ash' ath, from ' Ikrimah, from Ibn * Abbas, "Luqman was an Ethiopian slave 
who was a carpenter. 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, "I said to Jabir bin 'Abdullah: 'What did 
you hear about Luqman' He said: " He was short with a flat nose, and came from Nubia.'" Yahya 
bin Sa' id Al-Ansari narrated from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib that "Luqman was from the black 
peoples of (southern) Egypt, and had thick lips. Allah gave him wisdom but withheld 
prophethood from him." Al-' Awza' i said, "' Abdur-Rahman bin Harmalah told me; ' A black man 
came to Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib to ask him a question, and Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said to him: "Do 



not be upset because you are black, for among the best of people were three who were black: 
Bilal, Mahja' the freed slave of ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, and Luqman the Wise, who was a black 
Nubian with thick lips." Ibn Jarir recorded that Khalid Ar-Raba' i said: "Luqman was an Ethiopian 
slave who was a carpenter. His master said to him, daughter this sheep for us,' so he 
slaughtered it. His master said: 'Bring the best two pieces from it,' so he brought out the 
tongue and the heart. Then time passed, as much as Allah willed, and his master said: 
daughter this sheep for us,' so he slaughtered it. His master said, 'Bring the worst two 
morsels from it,' so he brought out the tongue and the heart. His master said to him, ' I told 
you to bring out the best two pieces, and you brought these, then I told you to bring out the 
worst two pieces, and you brought these!' Luqman said, 'There is nothing better than these if 
they are good, and there is nothing worse than these if they are bad."' Shu' bah narrated from 
Al-Hakarm, from Mujahid, "Luqman was a righteous servant, but he was not a Prophet." Allah's 
saying: 



(And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah) means, understanding, knowledge and 
eloquence. 



(saying: "Give thanks to Allah.") means, 'We commanded him to give thanks to Allah for the 
blessings and favors that Allah had given to him alone among his people and contemporaries.' 
Then Allah says: 



(And whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) himself.) meaning, the benefit of 
that will come back to him, and Allah's reward is for those who give thanks, as He says: 



(and whosoever does righteous good deeds, then such will prepare a good place for themselves. 
) (30:44) 



(And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise.) He has no need of 
His servants and He will not be harmed by that, even if all the people of the earth were to 
disbelieve, for He has no need of anything or anyone besides Himself. There is no God but He, 
and we worship none but Him. 



(13. And when Luqman said to his son when he was advising him: "0 my son! Join not in worship 
others with Allah. Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.") 
(14. And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents. His mother bore him 
in weakness and hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two years -- give 
thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) (15. But if they strive with 
you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, then 
obey them not; but behave with them in the world kindly, and follow the path of him who 
turns to Me in repentance and in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you 
what you used to do.) 

Luqman's Advice to His Son 

Allah tells us how Luqman advised his son. His full name was Luqman bin ' Anqa' bin Sadun, and 
his son's name was Tharan, according to a saying quoted by As-Suhayli. Allah describes him in 
the best terms, and states that he granted him wisdom. Luqman advised his son, the closest 
and most beloved of all people to him, who deserved to be given the best of his knowledge. 3d, 
Luqman started by advising him to worship Allah Alone, and not to associate anything with Him. 
Then he warned him: 



(Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.) meaning, it is the 
greatest wrong. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah said: "When the Ayah 



(It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm)(6:82) was revealed, the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah were distressed by this, and said, 'Who among us does 
not confuse his belief with Zulm' The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(That is not what it means. Have you not heard what Luqman said: (0 my son! Join not in 
worship others with Allah. Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) 
indeed))" It was recorded by Muslim. When Luqman advised his son to worship Allah Alone, he 
also told him to honor his parents. This is like the Ayah, 



(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your 
parents) (17:23). These two things are often mentioned together in the Qur'an. Allah says here: 



(And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents. His mother bore him in 
weakness and hardship upon weakness and hardship,) Mujahid said: "The hardship of bearing 
the child." Qatadah said: "Exhaustion upon exhaustion." 'At a' Al-Khurasani said: "Weakness upon 
weakness." 



(and his weaning is in two years) means, after he is born, he is breastfed and weaned within 
two years. This is like the Ayah, 



(The mothers shall give suck to their children for two whole years, for those who desire to 
complete the term of suckling) (2: 233). On this basis, Ibn 'Abbas and other Imams understood 
that the shortest possible period of pregnancy was six months, because Allah says elsewhere: 



(and the bearing of him, and the weaning of him is thirty months) (46:15). Allah mentions how 
the mother brings the child up, and how she gets tired and suffers stress from staying up with 
the child night and day, to remind the son of her previous kind treatment of him. This is like 
the Ayah, 



(and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them Your mercy as they did bring me up when I was young.") 
(17:24). Allah says here: 



(give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) means, ' I will reward 
you most generously for that.' 



(But if they strive with you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which you have 
no knowledge, then obey them not;) means, if they try hard to make you follow them in their 
religion, then do not accept that from them, but do not let that stop you from behaving with 
them in the world kindly, i.e. treating them with respect. 



(and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance and in obedience.) means, the 
believers. 



(Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what you used to do.) At-Tabarani recorded 
in Al-' Ishrah that Sa'd bin Malik said, "This Ayah, 



(But if they strive with you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which you have 
no knowledge, then obey them not;) was revealed concerning me. I was a man who honored his 
mother, but when I became Muslim, she said: ' Sa' d! What is this new thing I see you doing 
Leave this religion of yours, or I will not eat or drink until I die, and people will say: Shame on 
you, for what you have done to me, and they will say that you have killed your mother.' I said, 
' Do not do that, mother, for I will not give up this religion of mine for anything.' She stayed 
without eating for one day and one night, and she became exhausted; then she stayed for 
another day and night without eating, and she became utterly exhausted. When I saw that, I 
said: * my mother, by Allah, even if you had one hundred souls and they were to depart one 
by one, I would not give up this religion of mine for anything, so if you want to, eat, and if you 
want to, do not eat.' So she ate." 



(16. "0 my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it 
be in a rock, or in the heavens or on the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, 
Well-Aware.") (17. "0 my son! Perform the Salah, enjoin the good, and forbid the evil, and bear 
with patience whatever befalls you. Verily, these are some of the important commandments.") 
(18. "And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the 
earth. Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant boaster.") (19. "And be moderate in your walking, 
and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of the asses.") 

This is useful advice which Allah tells us Luqman gave, so that 
people may follow it and take it as a good example. 

He said: 



(0 my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, ) means, if a 
wrong action or a sin be equal to the size of a grain of mustard seed. 



(Allah will bring it forth.) means, He will bring it forth on the Day of Resurrection, when it is 
placed in the Scales of justice and everyone is rewarded or punished for his actions -- if they 
are good, he will be rewarded and if they are bad he will be punished. This is like the Ayat: 



(And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything) (21:47). 



(So, whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever 
does evil equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it.) (99:7-8) Even if this tiny thing 
were to be hidden inside a solid rock or anywhere in the heavens and the earth, Allah will bring 
it forth, because nothing is hidden from Him, not even the weight of a speck of dust in the 
heavens or on the earth. Allah says: 



(Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.) meaning, His knowledge is subtle, for nothing is hidden 
from Him, no matter how small, subtle and minute. 



(Well-Aware.) even of the footsteps of an ant in the darkest night. Then he (Luqman) said: 



(0 my son! Perform the Sal ah,) meaning, offer the prayer properly at the appointed times. 



(enjoin the good, and forbid the evil,) meaning, to the best of your ability and strength. 



(and bear with patience whatever befalls you.) Luqman knew that whoever enjoins what is 
good and forbids what is evil, will inevitably encounter harm and annoyance from people, so he 
told him to be patient. 



(Verily, these are some of the important commandments.) means, being patient when people 
cause harm or annoyance is one of the most important commandments. 



(And turn not your face away from men with pride) means, 'do not turn your face away from 
people when you speak to them or they speak to you, looking down on them in an arrogant 
fashion. Rather be gentle towards them and greet them with a cheerful face,' as it says in the 
Hadith: 



» 



« 

(... even if it is only by greeting your brother with a cheerful countenance. And beware of 
letting your lower garment trail below your ankles, for this is a kind of boasting, and Allah does 
not like boasting.) 



(nor walk in insolence through the earth.) means, 'do not be boastful, arrogant, proud and 
stubborn. Do not do that, for Allah will hate you.' 3d he said: 



(Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant boaster.) meaning, one who shows off and admires himself, 
feeling that he is better than others. And Allah says: 



(And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor 
penetrate the earth nor can you attain a stature like the mountains in height.) (17:37). We 
have already discussed this is detail in the appropriate place. 



The Command to be Moderate in Walking 



(And be moderate in your walking,) means, walk in a moderate manner, neither slow and lazy 
nor excessively fast, but be moderate, somewhere in between these two extremes. 



(and lower your voice.) means, do not exaggerate in your speaking and do not raise your voice 
unnecessarily. Allah says: 



(Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of the asses.) Mujahid and others said, "The 
most ugly of voices is the voice of the donkey, i.e., when a person raises his voice, the 
resulting noise is like the voice of a donkey in its loudness. Moreover this is hateful to Allah. 
Likening a loud voice to that of a donkey implies that it is forbidden and extremely 
blameworthy, because the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(It is not befitting us to be an evil parable. The person who takes back his gift, he is like a dog 
that vomits and then goes back to his vomit.) 



The Advice of Luqman 

This is very useful advice, which the Qur'an tells us about Luqman. Many other proverbs and 
words of advice were also narrated from him, some examples of which we will quote below, as 
basic principles: Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn x Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Luqman the Wise used to say: when something is entrusted to the care of Allah, He protects 
it.) It was narrated that As- Sari bin Yahya said: "Luqman said to his son: ' Wisdom putsthe poor 
in the company of kings.'" It was also narrated that 'Awn bin 'Abdullah said: "Luqman said to 
his son: " my son! When you come to a gathering of people, greet them with Salam, then sit 
at the edge of the group, and do not speak until you see that they have finished speaking. Then 
if they remember Allah, join them, but if they speak of anything else, then leave them and go 
to another group'." 



(20. See you not that Allah has subjected for you whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever 
is on the earth, and has completed and perfected His graces upon you, apparent and hidden 
Yet of mankind is he who disputes about Allah without knowledge or guidance or a Book giving 
light!) (21. And when it is said to them: "Follow that which Allah has sent down," they say: 
"Nay, we shall follow that which we found our fathers (following)." Even if Shaytan invitesthem 
to the torment of the Fire) 



Reminder of Blessings Here 

Allah reminds His creation of the blessings He bestows upon them in this world and the 
Hereafter. In the heavens He has subjugated for them the stars which give them light during 
the night and during the day, and He has created clouds, rain, snow and hail, and made the 
heavens a canopy which covers and protects them. On earth He has created for them stability 
and rivers, trees, crops and fruits; He has completed and perfected His graces upon them, 
apparent and hidden, by sending Messengers, revealing Books and removing doubts and 
excuses. Yet despite all this, not all the people believe, and indeed there are those who 
dispute concerning Allah, that is, His Tawhid, and His sending the Messengers. Their dispute is 
without knowledge and they have no sound evidence or valid inherited Book. Allah says: 



(And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without knowledge or guidance, or a Book 
giving light (from Allah).) (22:8) meaning clear and unambiguous. 



(And when it is said to them) means, to these people who dispute about the Oneness of Allah. 



("Follow that which Allah has sent down,") means, the pure Divine Laws that He has sent down 
to His Messengers, 



(they say: "Nay, we shall follow that which we found our fathers (following).") means, they 
have no other proof except the fact that they are following their forefathers. Allah says: 



(Even though their fathers did not understand anything nor were they guided) (2:170) meaning, 
'what do you think, you who take the forefathers' deeds as proof, that they were misguided 
and you are following in their footsteps' Allah says: 



(Even if Shaytan invitesthem to the torment of the Fire) 



(22. And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allah, while he is a Muhsin, then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold. And to Allah return all matters for decision.) (23. And 
whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you. To Us is their return, and We shall inform 
them what they have done. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts.) (24. We 
let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) Allah tells us that whoever submits his face to Allah, i.e., does deeds sincerely for 
His sake, submits to His commandments and follows His Laws, 



(while he is a Muhsin) i.e., doing what his Lord has commanded and abstaining from what He 
has forbidden, 



(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.) means, he has received a firm promise 
from Allah that He will not punish him. 



(And to Allah return all matters for decision. And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief 
grieve you.) means, 'do not grieve over them, Muhammad, because they disbelieve in Allah 
and in the Message you have brought, for their return will be to Allah and He will tell them 
what they used to do,' i.e., He will punish them for it. 



(Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts.) and nothing whatsoever is hidden 
from Him. Then Allah says: 



(We let them enjoy for a little while,) means, in thisworld, 



(then in the end We shall oblige them) means, " We shall cause them, 



(to (enter) a great torment.) means, a torment that is terrifying and difficult to bear. This is 
like the Ayah, 



("Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successful." Enjoyment in this 
world! and then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) (10:69-70) 



(25. And if you ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth," they will certainly say: 
"Allah." Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" But most of them know not.) (26. To Allah 
belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth. Verily, Allah, He is Al-Ghani, Worthy of all 
praise.) 

The Idolators admitted that Allah is the Creator 

Allah tells us that these idolators who associated others with Him admitted that Allah Alone, 
with no partner or associate, is the Creator of heaven and earth yet they still worshipped 
others besides Him who they recognized were created by Him and subjugated to Him. Allah 
says: 



(And if you ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth," they will certainly say: 
"Allah." Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!") By their admitting that, proof is 
established against them, 



(But most of them know not.) Then Allah says: 



(To Allah belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth.) meaning, He created it and has 
dominion over it. 



(Verily, Allah, He is Al-Ghani, Worthy of all praise.) means, He has no need of anyone or 
anything besides Himself, and everything else is in need of Him. He is Worthy of praise for all 
that He has created, so praise be to Him in the heavens and on earth for all that He has 
created and decreed, and He is worthy of praise in all affairs. 



(27. And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea, with seven seas behind it to add to 
it, yet the Words of Allah would not be exhausted. Verily, Allah is All -Mighty, All-Wise.) (28. 
The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person. Verily, Allah 
is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) 



The Words of Allah cannot be counted or exhausted 

Allah tells us of His might, pride, majesty, beautiful Names and sublime attributes, and His 
perfect Words which no one can encompass. No human being knows their essence or nature, or 
how many they are. As the Leader of Mankind and Seal of the Messengers said: 



» 



« 



(I cannot praise You enough; You are as You have praised yourself.) Allah says: 



(And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea, with seven seas behind it to add to 
its, yet the Words of Allah would not be exhausted.) meaning, even if all the trees on earth 
were made into pens and the sea was made into ink, and topped up with seven more like it, 
and they were used to write the Words of Allah showing His might, attributes and majesty, the 
pens would break and the ink would run dry, even if more were brought. The number seven is 
used to indicate a large amount, it is not to be taken literally or to be understood as referring 
to the seven oceans of the world, as was suggested by those who took this idea from Israelite 
stories, which we neither believe nor reject. As Allah says elsewhere: 



(Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted before 
the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if We brought like it for its aid.") (18:109). The 
words 



(like it) do not mean merely another one, but another like it and another and another and 
another, etc., because there is no limit to the signs and Words of Allah. 



(Verily, Allah is All -Mighty, Ail-Wise.) means, He is All-Mighty and has subjugated all things to 
His will, so nothing can prevent what He wills, and none can oppose or put back His decision. 
He is All-Wise in His creation, commands, Words, actions, Laws and all His affairs. 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person.) means, His 
creation and resurrection of all of mankind on the Day of Resurrection is, in relation to His 
power, like the creation and resurrection of a single soul; all of this is easy for Him. 



(Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" -- and it is!) 
(36:82) 



(And Our commandment is but one asthe twinkling of an eye. ) (54:50). This means He only has 
to command a thing once, and it will happen. There is no need for Him to repeat it or confirm 
it. 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, they find themselves on the surface of the 
earth alive after their death.)(79:13) 



(Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) means, just as He hears all that they say, so He also sees 
all that they do, as if He is hearing and seeing a single soul. His power over all of them is like 
His power over a single soul, Allah says: 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person. 



(29. See you not that Allah merges the night into the day, and merges the day into the night, 
and has subjected the sun and the moon, each running its course for a term appointed; and 
that Allah is All-Aware of what you do. ) (30. That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and that 
which they invoke besides Him is falsehood; and that Allah, He is the Most High, the Most 
Great.) 

The Might and Power of Allah Allah tells us that He 



(merges the night into the day,) meaning, He takes from the night and adds to the day, so that 
the day becomes longer and the night shorter, which is what happens in summer when the days 
are longest; then the day starts to become shorter and the night longer, which is what happens 
in winter. 



(and has subjected the sun and the moon, each running its course for a term appointed;) It was 
said that this means, each runs within its set limits, or it means until the Day of Resurrection; 
both meanings are correct. The first view is supported by the Hadith of Abu Dharr, may Allah 
be pleased with him, in the Two Sahihs, according to which the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(0 Abu Dharr! Do you know where this sun goes) I (Abu Dharr) said: "Allah and His Messenger 
know best." He said: 



» 



« 



(It goes and prostrates beneath the Throne, then it seeks permission from its Lord, and soon it 
will be said: "Go back from whence you came.") Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"The sun is like flowing water, running in its course in the sky during the day. When it sets, it 
travels in its course beneath the earth until it rises in the east." He said, "The same is true in 
the case of the moon." Itschain of narration is Sahih. 



(and that Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and the earth) (22:70). The meaning is 
that Allah is the Creator Who knows all things, as He says: 



(It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof) (65:12). 



(That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and that which they invoke besides Him is falsehood;) 
means, He shows you HisSgnsso that you may know from them that He is the Truth, i.e., He 
truly exists and is truly divine, and that all else besides Him is falsehood. He has no need of 
anything else, but everything else is dependent on Him, because everything in heaven and on 
earth is created by Him and is enslaved by Him; none of them could move even an atom's 
weight except with His permission. If all the people of heaven and earth were to come together 
to create a fly, they would not be able to do so. Allah says: 



(That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and that which they invoke besides Him is falsehood; 
and that Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.) meaning, He is the Most High and there is 
none higher than Him, and He is the Most Great Who is greater than everything. Everything is 
subjugated and insignificant in comparison to Him. 



(31. See you not that the ships sail through the sea by Allah's grace that He may show you of 
His signs Verily, in this are signs for every patient, grateful (person).) (32. And when waves 
cover them like shades, they invoke Allah, making their invocations for Him only. But when He 
brings them safe to land, there are among them those that stop in between. And Our Ayat are 
not denied except by every Khattar Kafur.) 

Allah tells us that He is the One Who has subjugated the sea so that 
ships may sail on it by His command, i.e., by His grace and power. 

For if He did not give the water the strength to carry the ships, they would not sail. So he says: 



(that He may show you of His signs) meaning, by His power. 



(Verily, in this are signs for every patient, grateful.) means, every person who bears difficulty 
with patience and who gives thanks at times of ease. Then Allah says: 



(And when waves cover them like shades,) meaning, like mountains or clouds, 



(they invoke Allah, making their invocations for Him only.) This is like the Ayah, 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him) (17:67). 



(And when they embark on a ship...) (29:65) Then Allah says: 



(But when He brings them safe to land, there are among them those that stop in between.) 
Mujahid said, "This refers to the disbelievers -- as if he interpreted the word Muqtasid to mean 
denier as in the Ayah, 



(but when He brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others) 
(29:65). 



(And Our Ayat are not denied except by every Khattar Kafur.) Khattar means one who betrays 
or stabs in the back. This was the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Malik, narrating 
from Zayd bin Aslam. This word describes a person who, whenever he makes a promise, breaks 
his promise, and it refers to the worst form of treachery. 



(Kafur) means, one who denies blessings and does not give thanks for them, rather he forgets 
them and does not remember them. 



(33. mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, and fear a Day when no father can avail aught for 
his son, nor a son avail aught for his father. Verily, the promise of Allah is true, let not then 
this present life deceive you, nor let the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.) 



The Command to fear Allah and remember the Day of Resurrection 

Here Allah warns people about the Day of Resurrection, and commands them to fear Him and 
remember the Day of Resurrection when 



(no father can avail aught for his son,) which means, even if he wanted to offer himself as a 
sacrifice for his son, it would not be accepted from him. The same will apply in the case of a 
son who wants to sacrifice himself for his father -- it will not be accepted from him. Then Allah 
reminds them once again with the words: 



(let not then this present life deceive you,) meaning, do not let your feelings of contentment 
with this life make you forget about the Hereafter. 



(nor let the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.) refers to the Shaytan. This was the view 
of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah. The Shaytan makes promises to them and 
arouses in them false desires, but there is no substance to them, as Allah says: 



(He makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaytan's promises are 
nothing but deceptions.) (4:120). Wahb bin Munabbih said: ' Uzayr, peace be upon him, said: 
"When I saw the misfortune of my people, I felt very sad and distressed, and I could not sleep, 
so I prayed to my Lord and fasted, and I called upon Him weeping. There came to me an angel 
and I said to him: * Tell me, will the souls of the righteous intercede for the wrongdoers, or the 
fathers for their sons' He said: 'On the Day of Resurrection all matters will be settled, and 
Allah's dominion will be made manifest and no exceptions will be made. No one will speak on 
that Day except with the permission of the Most Merciful. No father will answer for his son, or 
any son for his father, or any man for his brother, or any servant for his master. No one will 
care about anybody except himself, or feel grief or compassion for anyone except himself. 
Everyone will be worried only about himself. No one will be asked about anybody else. Each 
person will be concerned only about himself, weeping for himself and carrying his own burden. 
No one will carry the burden of another.'" This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(34. Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows 
that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no person knows 
in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware.) The Knower of the Unseen is 
Allah These are the keys of the Unseen, whose knowledge Allah alone has kept for Himself, and 
no one else knows them unless Allah tells him about them. The knowledge of 'when the Hour 
will occur' is not known to any Prophet who was sent or any angel who is close to Allah. 



(None can reveal its time but He) (7:187). Similarly, no one but Allah knows when rain will fall, 
but when He issues the commands, the angels who are entrusted with the task of bringing rain 
know about it, as do those among His creation whom He wills should know. No one but He 
knows what is in the wombs of what He wants to create, but when He decrees whether it is to 
be male or female, and whether it is to be blessed or doomed, the angels who are entrusted 
with that know about it, as do those among His creation whom He wills should know. No one 
knows what he will earn tomorrow with regard to this world or the Hereafter. 



(and no person knows in what land he will die.) in his own land or elsewhere, in some other 
land. No one knowsthis. This Ayah is like the Ayah, 



(And with Him are the keys of the Unseen, none knows them but He.) (6:59) It was reported in 
the Sunnah that the above five things are called the Keys of the Unseen. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Buraydah said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

: » 



« 



(There are five things which no one knows except Allah: (Verily, Allah, with Him is the 
knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that which is in the wombs. No 
person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no person knows in what land he will die. 
Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware.)) The chain of narrators for this Hadith isSahih, although 
they did not recorded it. 



The Hadith of Ibn ' Umar 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The Keys of the Unseen are five, which no one knows except Allah: (Verily, Allah, with Him is 
the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that which is in the wombs. No 
person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no person knows in what land he will die. 
Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware.)) This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari, which he 
narrated in the Book of the Rain Prayer in his Sahih. He also recorded it in his Tafsir with a 
different chain of narrators, stating that 'Abdullah bin 'Umar said, "The Prophet said: 

« » 

(The Keys of the Unseen are five.)" Then he recited: 



(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs.) This too was recorded only by Al-Bukhari. 



The Hadith of Abu Hurayrah 

his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari narrated from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Messenger of Allah was standing before the people one day when a man came to him 
and said, ' Messenger of Allah, what is Iman' He said: 



» 
« 

(Iman is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers and in the meeting with Him, 
and to believe in the Resurrection in the Hereafter.) He said: '0 Messenger of Allah, what is 
Islam' He said: 



» 



« 

(Islam is to worship Allah Alone and not associate anything in worship with Him, to establish 
regular prayer, to pay the obligatory Zakah, and to fast in Ramadan.) He said, ' Messenger of 
Allah, what is Ihsan' He said: 

» 

« 

(Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if you do not see Him, then He sees you.) He 
said, ' Messenger of Allah, when will the Hour come' He said: 

» 



(The one who is asked about it does not know more than the one who is asking, but I will tell 
you of some of its signs: when the servant woman gives birth to her mistress, that is one of its 
signs; when the barefoot and naked become leaders of the people, that is one of its signs. The 
timing of the Hour is one of the five things which no one knows except Allah: (Verily, Allah, 
with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that which is in the 
wombs....)) Then the man went away, and the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Bring him back to me.) They went to bring him back, but they could not find him. He said: 

« » 

(That was Jibril who came to teach the people their religion.) It was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari in the Book of Faith, and by Muslim with several chains of narration. We have discussed 
this at the beginning of our commentary on Al-Bukhari, where we mentioned at length some 
Hadiths narrated by the Commander of the faithful " Umar bin Al-Khattab. These were recorded 
only by Muslim. 



(and no person knows in what land he will die.) Qatadah said, "There are some things which 
Allah has kept to Himself, and they are not known to any angel who is close to Him or any 
Prophet who was sent by Him. 



(Verily, Allah, with Him isthe knowledge of the Hour, ) no one among mankind knows when the 
Hour will come, in which year or month, or whether it will come at night or during the day. 



(He sends down the rain,) and no one knows when rain will come, night or day. 



(and knows that which is in the wombs.) No one knows what is in the wombs, male or female, 
red or black, or what it is. 



(No person knows what he will earn tomorrow,) whether it will be good or bad. You do not 
know, son of Adam, when you will die. You might die tomorrow, you might be stricken by 
calamity tomorrow. 



(and no person knows in what land he will die.) means, no person knows where his resting 
place will be, on the land or in the sea, on a plain or in the mountains. It says in the Hadith: 



» 
« 



(If Allah wants to take a person's soul in a particular land, He will give him a reason to go 
there.) In Al-Mf jam Al-Kabir, Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that Usamah bin 
Zayd said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Allah does not will that a person should die in a certain land but He gives him a reason to go 
there.)" This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Luqman. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds. Sufficient for us is Allah and He isthe Best Disposer of affairs. 

The Tafsir of Surah Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah 

(Chapter - 32) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

In the Book of the Friday prayer, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Prophet 
used to recite in Faj r on Fridays: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The revelation of...), As-Sajdah, and 



(Has there not been over man...)AI-lnsan (76)." This was also recorded by Muslim. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Jabir said, "The Prophet would never sleep until he recited: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The revelation of...), As-Sajdah, and 



(Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion) Al-Mulk (67)." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Alif Lam Mim.) (2. The revelation of the Book in which there is no doubt, is from the Lord of 
all that exists.) (3. Or say they: "He has fabricated it" Nay, it is the truth from your Lord, so 
that you may warn a people to whom no warner has come before you, in order that they may 
be guided.) 



The Qur'an is the Book of Allah in which there is no Doubt 

We discussed the individual letters at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need 
to repeat it here. 



(The revelation of the Book in which there is no doubt,) means, there is no doubt whatsoever 
that it has been revealed 



(from the Lord of all that exists.) Then Allah tells us about the idolators: 



(Or say they: "He has fabricated it"): they say, he has fabricated it, i.e., he has made it up by 
himself. 



(Nay, it is the truth from your Lord, so that you may warn a people to whom no warner has 
come before you, in order that they may be guided.) means, in order that they may follow the 
truth. 



(4. Allah it is He Who has created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them in 
six Days. Then He Istawa over the Throne. You have none, besides Him, as a protector or an 
intercessor. Will you not then remember) (5. He directs the command from the heavens to the 
earth; then it will go up to Him, in one Day, the space whereof is a thousand years of your 
reckoning.) (6. That is He, the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the All-Mighty, the Most 
Merciful.) 



Allah is the Creator and Controller of the Universe 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator of all things. He created the heavens and earth and all that 
is between them in six days, then He rose over the Throne -- we have already discussed this 
matter elsewhere. 



(You have none, besides Him, as a protector or an intercessor) means, only He is the Sovereign 
Who is in control of all affairs, the Creator of all things, the Controller of all things, the One 
Who is able to do all things. There is no Creator besides Him, no intercessor except the one to 
whom He gives permission. 



(Will you not then remember) -- this is addressed to those who worship others apart from Him 
and put their trust in others besides Him -- exalted and sanctified and glorified be He above 
having any equal, partner, supporter, rival or peer, there is no God or Lord except Him. 



(He directs the command from the heavens to the earth; then it will go up to Him,) means, His 
command comes down from above the heavens to the furthest boundary of the seventh earth. 
This is like the Ayah, 



(It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof. The command 
descends between them, ) (65:12) Deeds are raised up to the place of recording above the 
lowest heaven. The distance between heaven and earth is the distance of five hundred years 
traveling, and the thickness of the heaven is the distance of five hundred years. Mujahid, 
Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said, "The distance covered by the angel when he descends or ascends 
isthe distance of five hundred years, but he covers it in the blink of an eye." Allah says: 



(in one Day, the measurement of which is a thousand years of your reckoning. That is He, the 
All-Knower of the unseen and the seen,) meaning, He is controlling all these affairs. He sees all 
that His servants do, and all their deeds, major and minor, significant and insignificant, ascend 
to Him. He is the Almighty Who has subjugated all things to His control, and to Whom 
everybody submits, and He is Most Merciful to His believing servants. He is Almighty in His 
mercy and Most Merciful in His might. This is perfection: might combined with mercy and 
mercy combined with might, for He is Merciful without any hint of weakness. 



(7. Who made everything He has created good and He began the creation of man from clay.) 
(8. Then He made his offspring from semen of despised water.) (9. Then He fashioned him in 
due proportion, and breathed into him the soul; and He gave you hearing, sight and the sense 
of deduction. Little is the thanks you give!) 



The Creation of Man in Stages 

Allah tells us that He has created everything well and formed everything in a goodly fashion. 
Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam: 



(Who made everything He has created good) means, "He created everything well and in a 
goodly fashion." When Allah mentions the creation of the heavens and the earth, He follows 
that by mentioning the creation of man. Allah says: 



(and He began the creation of man from clay.) meaning, He created the father of mankind, 
Adam, from clay. 



(Then He made his offspring from semen of despised water.) means, they reproduce in this 
fashion, from a Nutfah which comes from the loins of men and from between the ribs of 
women. 



(Then He fashioned him in due proportion,) means, when He created Adam from clay, He 
created him and gave him shape and made him upright. 



(and breathed into him the soul; and He gave you hearing, sight and the sense of deduction.) 
means, reason. 



(Little is the thanks you give!) means, for these strengths with which Allah has provided you; 
the one who is truly blessed is the one who uses them to worship and obey his Lord, may He be 
exalted and glorified. 



(10. And they say: "When we are lost in the earth, shall we indeed be created anew" Nay, but 
they deny the meeting with their Lord!) (11. Say: "The angel of death, who is set over you, will 
take your souls. Then you shall be brought to your Lord.") 



Refutation of Those Who think the Resurrection is unlikely to 

happen 

Allah tells us how the idolators thought it unlikely that the resurrection would ever come to 
pass, and how they said: 



(When we are lost in the earth,) meaning, 'when our bodies have been scattered and have 
disintegrated and dispersed in the earth,' 



(shall we indeed be created anew) means, ' after that, will we come back again' They thought 
it unlikely that this would happen, and in terms of their own feeble abilities it is indeed 



unlikely, but this is not the case with regard to the power of the One Who created them from 
nothing, Who when He wills a thing merely saysto it, "Be!" and it is. Allah says: 



(Nay, but they deny the meeting with their Lord!) Then Allah says: 



(Say: "The angel of death, who is set over you, will take your souls...") The apparent meaning 
of this Ayah is that the angel of death is a specific personality among the angels, as is also 
apparent from the Hadith of Al-Bara' which we quoted in (our Tafsir of) Surah Ibrahim. In some 
reports he (the angel of death) is called Izra'il , which is well known. This is the view of 
Qatadah and others. The angel of death has helpers. It was reported in the Hadith that his 
helpers draw out the soul from the rest of the body until it reaches the throat, then the angel 
of death takes it. Mujahid said, "The earth is brought together for him and it is like a platter 
from which he takes whenever he wants." 



(Then you shall be brought to your Lord.) means, on the Day when you are resurrected and 
brought forth from your graves to receive your reward or punishment. 



(12. And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads before their Lord 
(saying): "Our Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back that we will do righteous 
good deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.") (13. And if We had willed, surely We 
would have given every person his guidance, but the Word from Me took effect, that I will fill 
Hell with Jinn and mankind together.) (14. Then taste because of your forgetting the meeting 



of this Day of yours. Surely, We too will forget you, so taste you the abiding torment for what 
you used to do.) 

The Bad State in which the Id ola tors will be on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us the state of the idolators on the Day of Resurrection and what they will say when 
they see the Resurrection and are standing before Allah -- may He be glorified -- humiliated 
and brought low, with their heads bowed, i.e., in shame. They will say: 



(Our Lord! We have now seen and heard,) meaning, 'now we hear what You say and we will 
obey You.' This is like the Ayah, 



(How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us!) (19:38). And 
they will blame themselves when they enter the Fire, and will say: 



("Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers of 
the blazing Fire!") 67:10 Similarly, here they are described as saying: 



(Our Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back) to the world, 



(that we will do righteous good deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.) means, ' now we 
are sure and we believe that Your promise is true and that the meeting with You is true.' But 
the Lord, may He be exalted, knows that if He were to send them back to this world, they 
would behave asthey did previously, and they would reject and disbelieve in the signs of Allah 
and would go against His Messengers, as He says: 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord,") (6: 27) And Allah says 
here: 



(And if We had willed, surely We would have given every person his guidance,) This is like the 
Ayah, 



(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed, all of them together) (10:99). 



(but the Word from Me took effect, that I will fill Hell with Jinn and mankind together.) i.e., 
from both classes, so their abode will be Hell and they will have no escape from it and no way 
out. We seek refuge with Allah and in His perfect Words from that. 



(Then taste because of your forgetting the meeting of this Day of yours.) means, it will be said 
to the people of Hell by way of rebuke: ' taste this punishment because you denied it and 
believed that it would never happen; you tried to forget about it and acted as if you had 
forgotten it.' 



(Surely, We too will forget you,) means, 'We will deal with you as if We have forgotten you,' 
but nothing escapes Allah's attention, and He makes the punishment fit the crime, as He says: 



(This Day We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours) (45:34). 



(so taste you the abiding torment for what you used to do.) i.e., because of your disbelief and 
rejection, as All ah says in another Ayah: 



(Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor any drink. Except Hamim, and Ghassaq) until: 



(No increase shall We give you, except in torment) (78:24-30). 



(15. Only those believe in Our Ayat, who, when they are reminded of them, fall down 
prostrate, and glorify the praises of their Lord, and they are not proud.) (16. Their sides 
forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in fear and hope, and they spend out of what We have 
bestowed on them.) (17. No person knows what is kept hidden for them of delights of eyes as a 
reward for what they used to do.) 



The State of the People of Faith and Their Reward Allah states: 



(Only those believe in Our Ayat,) means, who accept them as true, 



(who, when they are reminded of them, fall down prostrate,) means, they listen to them and 
obey them in word and deed. 



(and glorify the praises of their Lord, and they are not proud.) means, they are not too proud 
to follow them and submit to them, unlike the ignorant among the rebellious disbelievers. 
Allah says: 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) (40:60). Then 
Allah says: 



(Their sides forsake their beds,) meaning, they pray the voluntary night prayer and forego sleep 
and resting on a comfortable bed. Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that the Ayah 



(Their sides forsake their beds, ) refers to voluntary night prayer. Ad-Dahhak said, "It refers to 
Salat Al-' Isha' in congregation and Salat Al-Fajr in congregation. 



(to invoke their Lord in fear and hope,) means, in fear of His punishment and in hope of His 
reward. 



(and they spend out of what We have bestowed on them.) means, they do both obligatory and 
supererogatory actsof worship. Their leader in thisworld and the Hereafter isthe Messenger of 
Allah . Imam Ahmad recorded that Mu* adh bin Jabal said, "I was with the Messenger of Allah on 
a journey one morning, walking near him. I said, * Prophet of Allah, tell me of a deed that 
will grant me admittance to Paradise and keep me away from Hell.' He said: 



» 



« 

(You have asked about something great, and it is easy for the one for whom Allah makes it 
easy. Worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him, establish regular prayer, pay 
Zakah, fast Ramadan and perform pilgrimage to the House.) Then he said: 

» 



« 



(Shall I not tell you of the gates of goodness Fasting is a shield, charity wipes out sin, and the 
prayer of a man in the depths of the night.) Then he recited: 



(Their sides forsake their beds,) until he reached 



(as a reward for what they used to do.) Then he said: 

» 

« 

(Shall I not tell you of the greatest of all things and its pillars and pinnacle) I said, ' Of course, 
O Messenger of Allah.' He said: 



» 
« 

(The greatest of all things is Islam, its pillars are the prayers and its pinnacle is Jihad for the 
sake of Allah.) Then he said: 

« » 

(Shall I not tell you the factor on which all of that depends) I said, 'Of course, Messenger of 
Allah.' He took hold of his tongue and said, 

« » 

(Restrain this.) I said, ' Messenger of Allah, will we be accountable for what we say' He said, 

» 



« 



(May your mother be bereft of you, Mu'adh! Will the people be thrown into Hell -- (or he 
said) on their faces -- except because of what their tongues say) It was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah in their Sunans. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." 



(No person knows what is kept hidden for them of delights of eyes) means, no one knows the 
vastness of what Allah has concealed for them of everlasting joy in Paradise and delights such 
as no one has ever seen. Because they conceal their good deeds, Allah conceals the reward for 
them, a fitting reward which will suit their deeds. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "If people conceal 
their good deeds, Allah will conceal for them what no eye has seen and what has never crossed 
the mind of man. It was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Al-Bukhari quoted the Ayah: d 



(No person knows what is kept hidden for them of delights of eyes) Then he recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Allah says: "I have prepared for My righteous servants what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
and it has never crossed the mind of man.") Abu Hurayrah said: "Recite, if you wish: 



(No person knows what is kept hidden for them of delights of eyes.) It was also recorded by 
Muslim and At-Tirmidhi. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." In another version of Al-Bukhari: 



» 



« 



("and no body has ever even imagined of. All that is reserved, besides which, all that you have 
seen is nothing.") It was also reported from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever enters Paradise, will enjoy a life of luxury and never feel deprivation, his clothes will 
never wear out, his youth will never fade. In Paradise there is what no eye has ever seen, no 
ear has ever heard, and has never crossed the mind of man.) This was recorded by Muslim. 



(18. Is then he who is a believer like him who is rebellious Not equal are they.) (19. As for 
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them are Gardens of Abode as an 
entertainment for what they used to do.) (20. And as for those who rebel, their abode will be 
the Fire, every time they wish to get away therefrom, they will be put back thereto, and it will 
be said to them: "Taste you the torment of the Fire which you used to deny.") (21. And verily, 
We will make them taste of the near lighter torment prior to the greater torment, in order that 
they may return.) (22. And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of the Ayat of his 
Lord, then turns aside therefrom Verily, We shall exact retribution from the criminals.) 



The Believer and the Rebellious are not equal 

Allah tells us that in His justice and generosity, on the Day of Judgement He will not judge 
those who believed in His signs and followed His Messengers, in the same way as He will judge 
those who rebelled, disobeyed Him and rejected the Messengers sent by Allah to them. This is 
like the Ayat: 



(Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe 
and do righteous good deeds, in their present life and after their death Worst is the judgement 
that they make.) (45:21), 



(Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds as corruptors on earth Or shall 
We treat those who have Taqwa as the wicked) (38:28) 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise...) (59:20). Allah says: 



(Is then he who is a believer like him who is a rebellious Not equal are they. ) i.e., before Allah 
on the Day of Resurrection. ' Ata' bin Yasar, As-Suddi and others mentioned that this was 
revealed concerning 'AM bin Abi Talib and * Uqbah bin Abi Mif it. Hence Allah has judged 
between them when He said: 



(As for those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) meaning, their hearts believed in the 
signs of Allah, and they did asthe signs of Allah dictate, i.e. righteous good deeds. 



(for them are Gardens of Abode) i.e., in which there are dwellings and houses and lofty 
apartments. 



(as an entertainment) means, something to welcome and honor a guest, 



(for what they used to do. And as for those who rebel,) means, those who disobeyed Allah, 
their dwelling place will be the Fire, and every time they want to escape from it, they will be 
thrown back in, as Allah says: 



(Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be driven back therein) 
(22:22). Al-Fudayl bin ' lyad said: "By Allah, their hands will be tied, their feet will be chained, 
the flames will lift them up and the angelswill strike them. 



(and it will be said to them: "Taste you the torment of the Fire which you used to deny.") 
means, thiswill be said to them by way of rebuke and chastisement. 



(And verily, We will make them taste of the near lighter torment prior to the greater torment,) 
Ibn ' Abbas said, "The near torment means diseases and problems in this world, and the things 
that happen to its people as a test from Allah to His servants so that they will repent to Him." 
Something similar was also narrated from Ubayy bin Ka* b, Abu AI-" Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Ibrahim 
An-Nakha'i, Ad-Dahhak, ' Alqamah, ' Atiyah, Mujahid, Qatadah, ' Abd Al-Karim Al-Jazari and 
Khusayf. 



(And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of the Ayat of his Lord, then turns aside 
therefrom) means, there is no one who does more wrong than the one whom Allah reminds of 
His signs and explains them to him clearly, then after that he neglects and ignores them, and 
turns away from them, forgetting them as if he does not know them. Qatadah said: "Beware of 
turning away from the remembrance of Allah, for whoever turns away from remembering Him 
will be the most misguided and the most in need, and the most guilty of sin." Allah says, 
warning the one who does that: 



(Verily, We shall exact retribution from the criminals.) meaning, " We shall avenge Ourselves on 
those who do that in the strongest possible terms.' 



(23. And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture. &, be not you in doubt of meeting him. And We 
made it a guide to the Children of Israel.) (24. And We made from among them, leaders, giving 
guidance under Our command, when they were patient and used to believe with certainty in 
Our Ayat.) (25. Verily, your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection, 
concerning that wherein they used to differ.) 



The Book of Musa and the Leadership of the Children of Israel 

Allah tells us that He gave the Book -- the Tawrah -- to His servant and Messenger Musa, peace 
be upon him. 



{So, be not you in doubt of meeting him.) Qatadah said, "This refers to the Night of lsra',"then 
he narrated that Abu Al - " AM yah Ar-Riyahi said, "The cousin of your Prophet, meaning Ibn 
" Abbas, told me that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(On the night of Isra', I saw Musa bin ' Imran, a tall, brown-skinned man with curly hair, looking 
like the men of Shanu'ah; and I saw " Isa, a man of medium stature and ruddy white skin, and 



with lank hair. And I saw Malik the Keeper of Hell, and the Dajjal.) Among the signs which Allah 
showed him were: 



(So, be not you in doubt of meeting him.) i.e., he saw Musa and met with him on the Night of 
Isra 1 ." 



(And We made it) means, 'the Book which We gave to him, ' 



(a guide to the Children of Israel.) This is similar to what Allah says in Surat Al-lsra': 



(And We gave Musa the Scripture and made it a guidance for the Children of Israel (saying): 
"Take none other than Me as Trustee.") (17:2) 



(And We made from among them, leaders, giving guidance under Our command, when they 
were patient and used to believe with certainty in Our Ayat.) means, because they were 
patient in adhering to the commands of Allah and avoiding what He prohibited, and they 
believed in His Messengers and followed what they brought, there were among them leaders 
who guided others to the truth by the command of Allah, calling for goodness, enjoining what 
is right and forbidding what is wrong. Then when they changed the Words of Allah , twisting 
and distorting them, they lost that position and their hearts became hard. They change the 
words from their places, so they do no righteous deeds and have no correct beliefs. Allah says: 



(And We made from among them (Children of Israel), leaders, giving guidance under Our 
command, when they were patient) Qatadah and Sufyan said: "When they patiently shunned 
the temptations of this world." This was also the view of Al-Hasan bin Sal ih. Sufyan said, "This 
is how these people were. A man cannot be an example to be followed unless he shuns the 
temptation of thisworld." Allah says: 



(And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and the understanding of the 
Scripture and its laws, and the prophethood; and provided them with good things, and 
preferred them above the nations. And We gave them clear proofs in matters.) (45:16-17). And 
He says here: 



(Verily, your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection, concerning that 
wherein they used to differ.) meaning, with regard to beliefs and actions. 



(26. Is it not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them in 
whose dwellings they do walk about Verily, therein indeed are signs. Would they not then 
listen) (27. Have they not seen how We drive water to the dry land that has no vegetation, and 
therewith bring forth crops providing food for their cattle and themselves Will they not then 
see) 



Learning the Lessons of the Past 

Allah says: will these people who deny the Messengers not learn from the nations who came 
before them, whom Allah destroyed for their rejection of His Messengers and their opposition 
to what the Messengers brought them of the straight path No trace is left of them whatsoever. 



(Can you find a single one of them or hear even a whisper of them) (19:98). Allah says: 



(in whose dwellings they do walk about) meaning, these disbelievers walk about in the places 
where those disbelievers used to live, but they do not see any of those who used to live there, 
for they have gone -- 



(As if they had never lived there) (1 1 :68) This is like the Ayat: 



(These are their houses in utter ruin, for they did wrong) (27:52). 



(And many a township did We destroy while they were given to wrongdoing, so that it lie in 
ruins, and (many) a deserted well and lofty castle! Have they not traveled through the land) 
until: 



(but it isthe hearts which are in the breaststhat grow blind.) (22:45-46) Allah says here: 



(Verily, therein indeed are signs.) meaning, in the fact that these people are gone and have 
been destroyed, and in what happened to them because they disbelieved the Messengers, and 
how those who believed in them were saved, there are many signs, proofs and important 
lessons. 



(Would they not then listen) means, to the stories of those who came before and what 
happened to them, n 



The Revival of the Earth with Water is Proof of the Resurrection to 

come 



(Have they not seen how We drive water to the dry land) Here Allah explains His kindness and 
goodness towards them by His sending water to them, whether from the sky or from water 
flowing through the land, water carried by rivers down from the mountains to the lands that 
need it at particular times. Allah says: 



(to the dry land) which means the land where nothing grows, as in the Ayah, 



(And verily, We shall make all that is on it a bare dry soil.) (18:8) i.e., barren land where 
nothing grows. Allah says here: 



(Have they not seen how We drive water to the dry land that has no vegetation, and therewith 
bring forth crops providing food for their cattle and themselves Will they not then see) This is 
like the Ayah, 



(Then let man look at his food: We pour forth water in abundance.) (80:24-25). Allah says here: 



(Will they not then see) 



(28. They say: "When will this Fath be, if you are telling the truth") (29. Say: "On the Day of Al- 
Fath, no profit will it be to those who disbelieve if they (then) believe! Nor will they be 
granted a respite.") (30. So turn aside from them and await, verily, they (too) are awaiting.) 



How the Disbelievers sought to hasten on the Punishment, and 

what happened to Them 

Allah tells us how the disbelievers sought to hasten on the punishment, and to bring the wrath 
and vengeance of Allah upon themselves, because they thought this punishment would never 
happen, and because of their disbelief and stubbornness. 



(They say: "When will this Fath be...") meaning, 'when will you prevail over us, Muhammad, 
since you claim that there will be a time when you will gain the upper hand over us and take 
your revenge on us, so when will that happen All we see of you and your companions isthat you 
are hiding, afraid and humiliated.' Allah says: 



(Say: "On the Day of Al-Fath...") meaning, ' when the wrath and punishment of Allah befall you, 
in thisworld and the next,' 



(no profit will it be to those who disbelieve if they (then) believe! Nor will they be granted a 
respite.) This is like the Ayah, 



(Then when their Messengers came to them with clear proofs, they were glad with that which 
they had of the knowledge...) (40:83-85) Those who claim that this refers to the conquest of 
Makkah go too far, and have made a grievous mistake, for on the day of the conquest of 
Makkah, the Messenger of Allah accepted the Islam of the freed Makkan prisoners-of-war, who 
numbered nearly two thousand. If what was meant by this Ayah was the conquest of Makkah, 
he would not have accepted their Islam, because Allah says: 



(Say: "On the Day of Al-Fath, no profit will it be to those who disbelieve if they (then) believe! 
Nor will they be granted a respite.") What is meant by Al-Fath here is Judgement, as in the 
Ayat: 



( Nuh said: So Aft ah (judge) between me and them) (26:118). and: 



(Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together, then He will judge between us with truth") 
(34:26). 



(And they sought judgement and every obstinate, arrogant dictator was brought to a complete 
loss and destruction. ) (14:15) 



(although aforetime they had invoked Allah to pass judgement over those who disbelieved) 
(2:89) 



(If you ask for a judgement, now has the judgement come unto you) (8:19). Then Allah says: 



(So turn aside from them and await, verily, they (too) are awaiting.) meaning, 'turn away from 
these idolators, and convey that which has been revealed to you from your Lord.' This is like 
the Ayah, 



(Follow what has been revealed to you from your Lord, there is no God but Him.) (6:106) ~ Wait 
until Allah fulfills that which He has promised you, and grants you victory over those who 
oppose you, for He never breaks His promise.' 



(verily, they (too) are awaiting.) means, 'you are waiting, and they are waiting and plotting 
against you,' 



(Or do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") (52:30). 'You will see the 
consequences of your patience towards them, and the fulfillment of the promise of your Lord 
in your victory over them, and they will see the consequences of their wait for something bad 
to befall you and your Companions, in that Allah's punishment will come upon them.' Sufficient 
unto us is Allah, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs. This is the end of theTafsir of Surat As- 
Sajdah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ahzab 

(Chapter - 33) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Prophet! Have Taqwa of Allah, and obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites. Verily, 
Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.) (2. And follow that which is revealed to you from your Lord. 
Verily, Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) (3. And put your trust in Allah, and 
sufficient is Allah as a Trustee.) 

The Command to defy the Disbelievers and Hypocrites by following 
the Revelation of Allah and putting One's Trust in Him 

Here Allah points out something lower by referring to something higher. When He commands 
His servant and Messenger to do this, He is also commanding those who are lower than him, 
and the command is addressed to them more so. Talq bin Habib said: "Taqwa means obeying 
Allah in the light of the guidance of Allah and in hope of earning the reward of Allah, and 
refraining from disobeying Allah in the light of the guidance of Allah and fearing the 
punishment of Allah." 



(and obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites.) means, do not listen to what they say and 
do not consult them. 



(Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise) means, He is more deserving of your following His 
commandments and obeying Him, for He knows the consequences of all things and is Wise in all 
that He says and does. Allah says: 



(And follow that which is revealed to you from your Lord.) meaning, of the Qur'an and Sunnah. 



(Verily, Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) means, nothing at all is hidden from Him, 
and put your trust in Allah, i.e., in all your affairs and situations. 



(and sufficient is Allah as a Wakil.) means, sufficient is He as a Trustee for the one who puts his 
trust in Him and turnsto Him. 



(4. Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body. Neither has He made your wives 
whom you declare to be like your mothers' backs, your real mothers nor has He made your 
adopted sons your real sons. That is but your saying with your mouths. But Allah says the truth, 
and He guides to the way.) (5. Call them by their fathers, that is more just with Allah. But if 
you know not their father's, your brothers in faith and Mawalikum (your freed servants). And 
there is no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, except in regard to what 
your hearts deliberately intend. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 

Abolition of Adoption 

Before Allah discusses ideas and theoretical matters, He gives tangible examples: one man 
cannot have two hearts in his body, and a man's wife does not become his mother if he says the 
words of Zihar to her: "You are to me like the back of my mother." By the same token, an 
adopted child does not become the son of the man who adopts him and calls him his son. Allah 
says: 



(Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body. Neither has He made your wives 
whom you declare to be like your mothers' backs, your real mothers...) This is like the Ayah: 



(They cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers except those who gave them birth) 
(58:2). 



(nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons.) This was revealed concerning Zayd bin 
Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him, the freed servant of the Prophet . The Prophet had 
adopted him before prophethood, and he was known as Zayd bin Muhammad. Allah wanted to 
put an end to this naming and attribution, as He said: 



(nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons. ) This is similar to the Ayah later in this 
Surah: 



(Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last 
(end) of the Prophets. And Allah is Ever All-Aware of everything.) (33:40). And Allah says here: 



(That is but your saying with your mouths.) meaning, 'your adoption of him is just words, and 
it does not mean that he is really your son,' for he was created from the loins of another man, 
and a child cannot have two fat hers just as a man cannot have two hearts in one body. 



(But Allah saysthe truth, and He guidesto the way.) Sa' id bin Jubayr said: 



(But Allah saysthe truth,) means, justice. Qatadah said: 



(and He guidesto the way) means, the straight path. Imam Ahmad said that Hasan told them 
that Zuhayr told them from Qabus, meaning Ibn Abi Zibyan, that his father told him: "I said to 
Ibn ' Abbas, ' Do you know the Ayah, 



(Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body.) What does this mean' He said that 
the Messenger of Allah stood up one day to pray, and he trembled. The hypocrites who were 



praying with him said, ' Do you not see that he has two hearts, one heart with you and another 
with them' Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his body.)" This was also narrated by At- 
Tirmidhi, who said, "It is a Hasan Hadith". It was also narrated by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim 
from the Hadith of Zuhayr. 



An Adopted Child should be named after His Real Father 



(Call them (adopted sons) by their fathers, that is more just with Allah.) This is a command 
which abrogates the state of affairs that existed at the beginning of Islam, when it was 
permitted to call adopted sons after the man who adopted them. Then Allah commanded that 
they should be given back the names of their real fathers, and states that this was more fair 
and just. Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said: 
"Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him, the freed servant of the Messenger of Allah 
, was always called Zayd bin Muhammad, until (the words of the) Qur'an were revealed: 



(Call them (adopted sons) by (the names of) their fathers, that is more just with Allah.)" This 
was also narrated by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. They used to deal with them as sons in 
every respect, including being alone with them as Mahrams and so on. Hence Sahlah bint 
Suhayl, the wife of Abu Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with them both, said: "0 Messenger 
of Allah! We used to call Salim our son, but Allah has revealed what He has revealed. He used 
to enter upon me, but I feel that Abu Hudhayfah does not like that. The Prophet said: 



« » 



(Breastfeed him and he will become your Mahram. )" Hence when this ruling was abrogated, 
Allah made it permissible for a man to marry the ex-wife of his adopted son, and the Messenger 
of Allah married Zaynab bint Jahsh, the divorced wife of Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Allah said: 



(So that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of the wives of their 
adopted sons when the latter have no desire to keep them) (33:37). And Allah says in Ayat At- 
Tahrim: 



(The wives of your sons from your own loins) (4:23). The wife of an adopted son is not included 
because he was not born from the man's loins. A "foster" son through breastfeeding is the same 
as a son born from one's own loins, from the point of view of SharT ah, because the Prophet 
said in the Two Sahihs: 



« » 

(Suckling makes unlawful as lineage does.) As for calling a person "son" as an expression of 
honor and endearment, this is not what is forbidden in this Ayah, as is indicated by the report 
recorded by Imam Ahmad and the Sunan compilers -- apart from At-Tirmidhi -- from Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "We young boys of Banu ' Abd Al-Muttalib 
came to the Messenger of Allah at the Jamarat; he slapped us on the thigh and said, 

« ( )» 

(0 my sons, do not stone the Jamarah until the sun has risen.) This was during the Farewell 
Pilgrimage in 10 AH. 



(Call them by their fathers.) This is concerning Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with 
him. He was killed in 8 AH at the battle of Mu'tah. In Sahih Muslim it is reported that Anas bin 
Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(0 my son.)" It was also reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. 



(But if you know not their father's then they are your brothers in the religion and Mawaiikum 
(your freed servants).) Here Allah commands that adopted sons should be given back their 
fathers' names, if they are known; if they are not known, then they should be called brothers in 
faith or freed servants, to compensate for not knowing what their real lineage is. When the 
Messenger of Allah left Makkah after performing his' Umrat Al-Qada', the daughter of Hamzah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, started following him, calling, "0 uncle, uncle!" ' Ali took her 
and said to Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, "Take care of your uncle's daughter," so 
she picked her up. ' Ali, Zayd and Ja' far -- may Allah be pleased with them -- disputed over of 
which of them was going to take care of her, and each of them gave his reasons. 'Ali said, "I 
have more right, because she is the daughter of my paternal uncle." Zayd said, "She is the 



daughter of my brother." Ja' far bin Abi Talib said: "She is the daughter of my paternal uncle 
and I am married to her maternal aunt -- meaning Asma' bint ' Umays." The Prophet ruled that 
she should stay with her maternal aunt, and said: 



« » 



(The maternal aunt has the same status as the mother.) He said to ' AM, may Allah be pleased 
with him, 



« » 

(You belong to me and I belong to you.) He said to Ja" far, may Allah be pleased with him, 

« » 

(You resemble me both in your looks and in your attitude.) And he said to Zayd, may Allah be 
pleased with him, 

« » 

(You are our brother and our freed servant.) This Hadith contains a number of rulings, the most 
important of which is that the Prophet ruled according to the truth, and that he sought to 
appease all the disputing parties. His saying to Zayd, may Allah be pleased with him, 

« » 

(You are our brother and our freed servant.) is as Allah says in this Ayah: 



(your brothers in faith and your freed servants. ) Then Allah says: 



(And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake,) meaning, if you call 
one of them after someone who is not in fact his father, by mistake, after trying your best to 
find out his parentage, then Allah will not attach any sin to this mistake. This is like the Ayah 
in which Allah commands His servants to say: 



(Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error) (2:286). It was reported in Sahih Muslim 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« : » 

(Allah says, "Certainly I did (so).") In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it was recorded that 'Amr bin AI-* As, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(If the judge makes Ijtihad and reaches the right decision, he will have two rewards; if he 
makes Ijtihad and reaches the wrong decision, he will have one reward.) In another Hadith: 



» 



« 



(Allah will forgive my Ummah for mistakes, forgetfulness and what they are forced to do.) And 
Allah says here: 



(And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, except in regard to 
what your hearts deliberately intend. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) meaning, 
the sin is on the person who deliberately does something wrong, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(Allah will not call you to account for that which is unintentional in your oaths) (2:225). Imam 
Ahmad narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that * Umar said: "Allah sent Muhammad with the Truth and 
revealed to him the Book. One of the things that was revealed in it was the Ayah of stoning, so 
the Messenger of Allah stoned adulterers and we stoned them after he died." Then he said, 
"We also used to recite, ' Do not attribute yourselvesto anyone other than your fathers, for this 
is disbelief, to attribute yourselvesto anyone other than your fathers.'" The Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 



(Do not exaggerate in praising me as ' Isa bin Maryam was praised upon him be peace and 
blessings. I am just a servant of Allah. Say, "He is His servant and Messenger.") Or Ma' mar may 
have said: 



« » 

(As the Christians praised the son of Maryam. ) This was also narrated in another Hadith: 

: » 

« 

(Three things that people do are parts of disbelief: slandering a person's lineage, wailing over 
the dead and seeking rain by the stars.) 



(6. The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves, and his wives are their mothers. And 
blood relations among each other have closer personal ties in the decree of Allah than the 
believers and the Muhajirin, except that you do kindness to those brothers. This has been 
written in the Book.) 

Loyalty to the Prophet ; and his wives are Mothers of the Believers 

Allah tells us how His Messenger is merciful and sincere towards his Ummah, and how he is 
closer to them than they are to themselves. His judgement or ruling takes precedence over 
their own choices for themselves, as Allah says: 



(But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you judge in all disputes 
between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept with 
full submission.) (4:65) In the Sahih it says: 

» 



« 

(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, none of you truly believes until I am dearer to him than 
his own self, his wealth, his children and all the people.) It was also reported in the Sahih that 
" Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, you are dearer to 
me than everything except myself." He said, 

« » 

(No, ' Umar, not until I am dearer to you than yourself.) " Umar said: "0 Messenger of Allah, 
by Allah, now you are dearer to me than everything, even myself." He said, 

« » 

(Now, CTUmar you have got it right .) Allah says in this Ayah: 



(The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves,) Concerning this Ayah, Al-Bukhari 
narrated from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet said: 



» 



(There is no believer except I am the closest of all people to him in this world and in the 
Hereafter. Recite, if you wish: (The Prophet is closer to the believersthan themselves.) 



« 

If any believer leaves behind any wealth, let his own relatives inherit it, but if he leaves behind 
any debt or orphans, bring them to me and I will take care of them.) This was recorded only by 
Al-Bukhari, and he also recorded it in the Book of Loans. 



(and his wives are their mothers.) means, they are unlawful for marriage. In terms of honor, 
respect and veneration, it is not permissible for them to be alone with them, and the 
prohibition of marriage to them does not extend to their daughters and sisters, according to 
scholarly consensus. 



(And blood relations among each other have closer personal ties in the decree of Allah than the 
believers and the Muhajirin, ) This is an abrogation of the rule that existed previously, whereby 
they could inherit from one another by virtue of the oath of brotherhood among them. Ibn 
'Abbas and others said: "A Muhajir would inherit from an Ansari even though they were not 
related by blood, because of the brotherhood established between them by the Messenger of 
Allah ." This was also stated by Sa' id bin Jubayr and others among scholars of the earlier and 
later generations. 



(except that you do kindness to those brothers.) means, the idea of inheriting from one 
another has gone, but there remains the duty to offer support and kindness, to uphold ties of 
brotherhood and to offer good advice. 



(This has been written in the Book.) This ruling, which is that those who are blood relatives 
have closer personal ties to one another, is a ruling which Allah has decreed and which is 
written in the First Book which cannot be altered or changed. This is the view of Mujahid and 



others. (This is the case) even though Allah legislated something different at certain times, and 
there is wisdom behind this, for He knew that this would be abrogated and the original ruling 
that was instituted an eternity ago would prevail, and this is His universal and legislative 
decree. And Allah knows best. 



(7. And when We took from the Prophetstheir covenant, and from you, and from Nuh, Ibrahim, 
Musa, and ' Isa son of Maryam. We took from them a strong covenant.) (8. That He may ask the 
truthful about their truth. And He has prepared for the disbelievers a painful torment.) 



The Covenant of the Prophets 

Allah tells us about the five Mighty Messengers with strong resolve and the other Prophets, how 
He took a covenant from them to establish the religion of Allah and convey His Message, and to 
cooperate and support one another, as Allah says: 



(And when Allah took the covenant of the Prophets, saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the 
Book and Hikmah, and afterwards there will come to you a Messenger confirming what is with 
you; you must, then, believe in him and help him." Allah said: "Do you agree, and will you take 
up My covenant" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear witness; and I am with you among 
the witnesses.") (3:81) This covenant was taken from them after their missions started. 
Elsewhere in the Qur'an, Allah mentions five by name, and these are the Mighty Messengers 
with strong resolve. They are also mentioned by name in this Ayah and in the Ayah: 



(He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh, and that which 
We have revealed to you, and that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa and * Isa saying you 
should establish religion and make no divisions in it.) (42:13) This is the covenant which Allah 
took from them, as He says: 



(And when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and from you, and from Nuh, Ibrahim, 
Musa, and " Isa son of Maryam.) This Ayah begins with the last Prophet, as a token of respect, 
may the blessings of Allah be upon him, then the names of the other Prophets are given in 
order, may the blessings of Allah be upon them. Ibn 'Abbas said: "The strong covenant is Al- 
x Ahd (the covenant). 



(That He may ask the truthful about their truth.) Mujahid said: "This refers to, those who 
convey the Message from the Messengers." 



(And He has prepared for the disbelievers) i.e., among their nations, 



(a painful torment.) i.e., agonizing. We bear witness that the Messengers did indeed convey 
the Message of their Lord and advised their nations, and that they clearly showed them the 
truth in which there is no confusion, doubt or ambiguity, even though they were rejected by 
the ignorant, stubborn and rebellious wrongdoers. What the Messengers brought is the truth, 
and whoever opposes them is misguided. Asthe people of Paradise will say: 



(Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth.) (7:43) 



(9. Oyou who believe! Remember Allah's favor to you, when there came against you hosts, and 
We sent against them a wind and forces that you saw not. And Allah is Ever All -Seer of what 
you do.) (10. When they came upon you from above you and from below you, and when the 
eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the throats, and you were harboring doubts about 
Allah.) 



The Campaign of the Confederates (Al-Ahzab) 

Allah tells us of the blessings and favors He bestowed upon His believing servants when He 
diverted their enemies and defeated them in the year when they gathered together and 
plotted. That was the year of Al-Khandaq, in Shawwal of the year 5 AH according to the well- 
known correct view. Musa bin ' Uqbah and others said that it was in the year 4 AH. The reason 
why the Confederates came was that a group of the leaders of the Jews of Banu Nadir, whom 
the Messenger of Allah had expelled from Al-Madinah to Khaybar, including Sallam bin Abu Al- 
Huqayq, Sallam bin Mishkam and Kinanah bin Ar-Rabr , went to Makkah where they met with 
the leaders of Quraysh and incited them to make war against the Prophet . They promised that 
they would give them help and support, and Quraysh agreed to that. Then they went to the 
Ghatafan tribe with the same call, and they responded too. The Quraysh came out with their 
company of men from various tribes and their followers, under the leadership of Abu Sufyan 
Sakhr bin Harb. The Ghatafan were led by ' Uyaynah bin Hisn bin Badr. In all they numbered 
nearly ten thousand. When the Messenger of Allah heard that they had set out, he commanded 
the Muslims to dig a ditch (Khandaq) around Al-Madinah from the east. This was on the advice 
of Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with him. So the Muslims did this, working hard, and 
the Messenger of Allah worked with them, carrying earth away and digging, in the process of 
which there occurred many miracles and clear signs. The idolatorscame and made camp to the 
north of Al-Madinah, near Uhud, and some of them camped on the high ground overlooking Al- 
Mad i n ah , as Al I ah says: 



(When they came upon you from above you and from below you,) The Messenger of Allah came 
out with the believers, who numbered nearly three thousand, or it was said that they 
numbered seven hundred. They had their backs towards (the mountain of) SaP and were facing 



the enemy, and the ditch, in which there was no water, was between the two groups, 
preventing the cavalry and infantry from reaching them. The women and children were in the 
strongholds of Al-Madinah. Banu Qurayzah, who were a group among the Jews, had a fortress in 
the south-east of Al-Madinah, and they had made a treaty with the Prophet and were under his 
protection. They numbered nearly eight hundred fighters. Huyay bin Akhtab An-Nadari went to 
them and kept trying to persuade them until they broke the treaty and went over to the side of 
the Confederates against the Messenger of Allah . The crisis deepened and things got worse, as 
Allah says: 



(There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty shaking.) 33: 11 They besieged the 
Prophet and his Companions for almost a month, but they did not reach them and there was no 
fighting between them, except for when ' Amr bin ' Abd Wadd AI-'Amiri, who was one of the 
most famous and bravest horsemen of the Jahiliyyah, came with some other horsemen, and 
crossed the ditch to the Muslim side. The Messenger of Allah called for the Muslim cavalry, and 
it was said that no one came forward. Then he called ' Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, who 
came forward and they fought in single combat until Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, killed 
him, and this was a sign of imminent victory. Then Allah sent an intensely cold wind with 
strong gusts against the Confederates, and they were left with no tents or anything else; they 
could not light any fires or do anything, and so they departed, disappointed and defeated, as 
Allah says: 



(0 you who believe! Remember Allah's favor to you, when there came against you hosts, and 
We sent against them a wind and forces) Mujahid said: "This was the easterly wind." This view 
is supported by another Hadith: 

« » 

(I was given victory by the easterly wind, and * Ad were destroyed by the westerly wind.) 



(and forces that you saw not.) This refers to the angels who shook them and cast fear and 
terror into their hearts. The chief of each tribe said, "0 Banu so-and-so, to me!" So they 
gathered around him, and he said, "Let us save ourselves," when Allah cast fear and terror into 
their hearts. In hisSahih, Muslim recorded that Ibrahim At-Taymi said that his father said: "We 
were with Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, may Allah be pleased with him, and a man said to him: x If 
I had met the Messenger of Allah I would have fought alongside him and I would have striven 
my utmost.' Hudhayfah said to him: 'Would you really have done that I was present with the 
Messenger of Allah during (the campaign) against the Confederates on a very cold and windy 
night, and the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 

« 



(Is there any man who will bring me news of the people He will be with me on the Day of 
Resurrection.) None of us answered him, and he repeated it a second and a third time. Then he 
said: 



« » 

(0 Hudhayfah, get up and bring us news of the people.) When he called me by name, I had no 
choice but to get up. He said, 

« » 

(Bring us news of the people, but do not alarm them.) Sa I went, walking as if I were walking 
among pigeons, until I came to them. I saw Abu Sufyan warming his back by the fire, and I put 
an arrow in my bow, wanting to shoot it at him, then I remembered what the Messenger of 
Allah said, 

« » 

(Do not alarm them.) If I shot the arrow, I would have hit him. 3d I came back, again walking as 
if I were walking among pigeons, and I came to the Messenger of Allah . After my returning I 
began to feel very cold. I told the Messenger of Allah and he gave me to wear a spare cloak of 
his which he used to pray in. I slept until morning came, and when morning came, the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Get up, sleepy one!)'" 



(When they came upon you from above you) refersto the Confederates, 



(and from below you.) We have already noted the report from Abu Hudhayfah that these were 
Banu Qurayzah. 



(and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the throats,) means, from intense fear 
and terror. 



(and you were harboring doubts about Allah.) Ibn Jarir said: "Some of those who were with the 
Messenger of Allah , had doubts and thought that the outcome would be against the believers, 
and that Allah would allow that to happen." Muhammad bin Ishaq said concerning the Ayah: 



(when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the throats, and you were harboring 
doubts about Allah.) "The believers had all kinds of doubts, and hypocrisy emerged to such an 
extent that Mu'attib bin Qushayr, the brother of Banu ' Amr bin " Awf said: " Muhammad was 
promising us that we would win the treasure of Chosroes and Caesar, but one of us cannot even 
go and relieve himself."' Al-Hasan said concerning the Ayah: 



(and you were harboring doubts about Allah.) "There were different kinds of thoughts; the 
hypocrites thought that Muhammad and his Companions would be eliminated, while the 
believers were certain that what Allah and His Messenger promised was true, and that He 
would cause the religion to prevail even if the idolators hated it." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Abu Sa' id, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "On the day of Al-Khandaq, we said: '0 
Messenger of Allah, isthere anything we should say, for our hearts have reached our throats' He 
said: 



» 



« 



(Yes, say: O Allah, cover our weak points and calm our fears.) Then Allah struck the faces of 
the enemy with the wind, and defeated them with the wind. This was also recorded by Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal from Abu 'Amir Al-' Aqadi. 



(11. There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty shaking. ) (12. And when the 
hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease said: "Allah and His Messenger promised us 
nothing but delusion!") (13. And when a party of them said: "O people of Yathrib! There is no 
postition for you. Therefore go back!" And a band of them ask for permission of the Prophet 
saying: "Truly, our homes lie open." And they lay not open. They but wished to flee.) 



How the Believers were tested, and the Position of the Hypocrites 

during the Battle of Al-Khandaq 

Allah tells us what happened when the Confederates surrounded Al-Madinah and the Muslims 
were besieged and found themselves in straitened circumstances, with the Messenger of Allah 
in their midst. They were tried and tested, and were shaken with a mighty shaking. At this time 
hypocrisy emerged, and those in whose hearts was a disease spoke about what they really felt. 



(And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease said: "Allah and His Messenger 
promised us nothing but delusion!") Their hypocrisy became apparent, while the one in whose 
heart was doubt became weak, and he expressed the ideas that were in his heart because of 
the weakness of his faith and the difficulty of the situation. And other people said, as Allah 
tells us: 



(And when a party of them said: "0 people of Yathrib...") meaning Al-Madinah, as it was 
reported in the Sahih: 

» 
« 



(I was shown in a dream the place to which you will migrate, a land between two lava fields. At 
first I thought it was Hajar, but it turned out to be Yathrib.) According to another narration: 



« » 



(Al-Madinah. ) It was said that the origin of its name Yathrib wasthat a man settled there from 
(the people of) Al-' Amaliq whose name was Yathrib bin x Ubayd bin Mahlayil bin ' Aws bin 
" Amlaq bin Lawudh bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh. This was the view of As-Suhayli. He said: "And it 
was narrated from some of them that he said, " It is given eleven names in the Tawrah: Al- 
Madinah, Tabah, Tayyibah, Al-Miskinah, Al-Jabirah, Al-Muhibbah, Al-Mahbubah, Al-Qasimah, Al- 
Majburah, Al-' Adhra' and Al-Marhumah."' r 



(There is no position for you.) means, ' here, with the Prophet , you cannot stand guard, 



(Therefore go back) means, " to your houses and dwellings'. 



(And a band of them ask for permission of the Prophet) Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him said, "These were Banu Harithah, who said, 'We fear for our homes, 
that they may be robbed.'" This was also stated by others. Ibn Ishaq mentioned that the one 
who said this was ' Aws bin Qayzi. They were using as an excuse to go back to their houses the 
claim that they were lying open and had nothing to protect them from the enemy, so they 
were afraid for their homes. But Allah said: 



(And they lay not open.) meaning, it is not as they claim. 



(They but wished to flee.) means, they wanted to run away from the battlefield. 



(14. And if the enemy had entered from all sides, and they had been exhorted to Al-Fitnah, 
they would surely have committed it and would have hesitated thereupon but little.) (15. And 
indeed they had already made a covenant with Allah not to turn their backs, and a covenant 
with Allah must be answered for.) (16. Say: "Flight will not avail you if you flee from death or 
killing and then you will enjoy no more than a little while!") (17. Say: "Who is he who can 
protect you from Allah if He intends to harm you, or intends mercy on you" And they will not 
find, besides Allah, for themselves any protector or any helper.) Allah tells us about those who 
said: 



("Truly, our homes lie open." And they lay not open. They but wished to flee.) If the enemy had 
entered upon them from every side of Al-Madinah and from every direction, then demanded 
that they become disbelievers, they would have promptly done so. They would not have 
adhered to their faith or remained steadfast in it if they were faced with the slightest fear. 
This is how it was interpreted by Qatadah, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd and Ibn Jarir. This is a 
condemnation of them in the clearest terms. Then Allah reminds them of the promise they had 
made to Him before this fear struck them, that they would not turn their backs or flee from 
the battlefield. 



(and a covenant with Allah must be answered for.) means, Allah will inevitably ask them about 
that covenant. Then Allah tells them that fleeing from battle will not delay their appointed 
demise or make their lives any longer; on the contrary, it may be the cause of their being 
taken sooner, and in a sudden manner. Allah says: 



(and then you will enjoy no more than a little while!) meaning, ' after you run away and flee 
from battle.' 



(Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is better for him who have Taqwa") 
(4:77). Then Allah says: 



(Say: "Who is he who can protect you from Allah if He intends to harm you, or intends mercy on 
you" And they will not find, besides Allah, for themselves any protector or any helper.) 
meaning, they have no one else except Allah to respond to their cries. 



(18. Allah already knows those among you who keep back (men) from fighting (in Allah's cause), 
and those who say to their brethren, "Come here towards us," while they come not to the 
battle except a little,) (19. Being miserly towards you. Then when fear comes, you will see 
them looking to you, their eyes revolving like one over whom hovers death; but when the fear 
departs, they will smite you with sharp tongues, miserly towards good. Such have not believed. 
Therefore, Allah makes their deeds fruitless and that is ever easy for Allah.) Allah tells us that 
His knowledge encompasses those who sought to tell others not to go out and who said to their 
brethren, meaning their companions, friend and acquaintances, 



(Come here towards us,) meaning, come to where we are in the shade and enjoying fruits. But 
in spite of that, 



(they come not to the battle except a little, being miserly towards you.) i.e., 'they are mean 
and have no love or mercy towards you.' As-Suddi said: 



(Being miserly towards you.) means, with the booty. 



(Then when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their eyes revolving like one over 
whom hovers death;) means, because of the intensity of their fear and terror; this is how afraid 
these cowards are of fighting. 



(but when the fear departs, they will smite you with sharp tongues,) means, when security is 
restored, they will speak eloquently and nicely, claiming that they were the bravest and most 
chivalrous of men, but they are lying. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 



(they will smite you) means, "they will start to talk about you." Qatadah said: "But when it 
comes to the booty, the most miserly of people and the worst to have to share the booty with 
are those who say, " Give us, give us, we were there with you,' but during battle they were the 
most cowardly and the most likely to fail to support the truth." They are miserly towards good, 
meaning that there is no goodness in them, for they have combined cowardice with lies and 
little good. Allah says: 



(Such have not believed. Therefore Allah makes their deeds fruitless and that is ever easy for 
Allah.) 



(20. They think that the Confederates have not yet withdrawn; and if the Confederates should 
come, they would wish they were in the deserts among the bedouins, seeking news about you; 
and if they were to be among you, they would not fight but little.) This is another aspect of 
their abhorrent attribute of cowardice and fear: 



(They think that the Confederates have not yet withdrawn;) and that they are still close by and 
will return. 



(and if the Confederates should come, they would wish they were in the deserts among the 
bedouins, seeking news about you;) means, 'if the Confederates should come back, they hope 
that they will not be present with you in Al-Madinah, but that they will be in the desert, asking 
about news of you and what happened to you with your enemy.' 



(and if they were to be among you, they would not fight but little.) means, " if they are among 
you, they will not fight alongside you very much,' because they are so cowardly and weak, and 
have so little faith, but Allah knows best about them. 



(21. Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to follow for him who hopes in 
Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.) (22. And when the believers saw the 
Confederates, they said: "This is what Allah and His Messenger had promised us; and Allah and 
His Messenger had spoken the truth." And it only added to their faith and to their 
submissiveness.) 



The Command to follow the Messenger 

This Ayah is an important principle, to follow the Messenger of Allah in all his words, and 
deeds, etc. Hence Allah commanded the people to take the Prophet as an example on the day 
of Al-Ahzab, with regard to patience, guarding, striving and waiting for Allah to provide the 
way out; may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him forever, until the Day of 
Judgement. Allah says to those who were anxious and impatient and were shaken by feelings of 
panic on the day of Al-Ahzab: 



(Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to follow) meaning, 'why do you 
not take him as an example and follow his lead' Allah says: 



(for him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.) 



The Attitude of the Believers towards the Confederates 

Then Allah tells us about His believing servants who believed Allah's promise to them and how 
He will make the consequences good for them in this world and in the Hereafter. He says: 



(And when the believers saw the Confederates, they said: "This is what Allah and His Messenger 
had promised us; and Allah and His Messenger had spoken the truth.") Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, and Qatadah said: "They mean what Allah said in 9urat Al-Baqarah: 



(Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who passed 
away before you They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken that 
even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said, "When (will come) the help of 
Allah" Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near!)(2:214) meaning, 'this is the trial and test that 
Allah and His Messenger promised us would be followed by the help and victory of Allah that is 
near.' Allah says: 



(and Allah and His Messenger had spoken the truth. ) 



(And it only added to their faith and to their submissiveness.) This indicates that faith can 
increase and strengthen in accordance with people's circumstances, as the majority of scholars 
stated: faith can increase and decrease. We have stated this at the beginning of our 
commentary on Al-Bukhari, praise be to Allah. 



(And it only added) means, at that time of stress and difficulty 



(to their faith) in Allah, 



(and to their submissiveness.) means their submission to His commands and their obedience to 
His Messenger . 



(23. Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allah; of them 
some have fulfilled their Nahbah; and some of them are still waiting, but they have never 
changed in the least.) (24. That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth, and punish 
the hypocrites, if He wills, or accept their repentance by turning to them. Verily, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Praise for the Believers' Attitude, and leaving the ultimate Fate of 

the Hypocrites to Allah 

When Allah mentions how the hypocrites broke their promise to Him that they would not turn 
their backs, He describes the believers as firmly adhering to their covenant and their promise: 



( they have been true to their covenant with Allah; of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah;) 
Some of them said: "Met their appointed time (i.e., death)." Al-Bukhari said, "Their covenant, 
and refers back to the beginning of the Ayah." 



(and some of them are still waiting, but they have never changed in the least.) means, they 
have never changed or broken their covenant with Allah. Al-Bukhari recorded that Zayd bin 
Thabit said: "When we wrote down the Mushaf , an Ayah from Surat Al-Ahzab was missing, which 
I used to hear the Messenger of Allah reciting. I did not find it with anyone except Khuzaymah 



bin Thabit Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, whose testimony the Messenger of Allah 
counted as equal to that of two other men. (The Ayah in question was:) 



(Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allah;)" This was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari but not by Muslim, It was also recorded by Ahmad in his Musnad, and by 
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i in the chapters on Tafsir in their Sunans. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Sahih. Al-Bukhari also recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "We 
think that this Ayah was revealed concerning Anas bin An-Nadr, may Allah be pleased with him: 



(Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allah.)" This was 
reported only by Al-Bukhari, but there are corroborating reports with other chains of narration. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said: "My paternal uncle Anas bin Al-Nadr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, after whom I was named, was not present with this Messenger of Allah at 
Badr, and this distressed him. He said: 'The first battle at which the Messenger of Allah was 
present, and I was absent; if Allah shows me another battle with the Messenger of Allah , Allah 
will see what I will do!' He did not want to say more than that. He was present with the 
Messenger of Allah at Uhud, where he met Sa'd bin Mif adh, may Allah be pleased with him. 
Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said to him, ' Abu ' Amr! Where are you going' He 
replied, ' I long for the fragrance of Paradise and I have found it near the mountain of Uhud.' 
He fought them until he was killed, may Allah be pleased with him. Eighty-odd stab wounds and 
spear wounds were found on his body, and his sister, my paternal aunt Ar-RabayyP bint Al-Nadr 
said, ' I only recognized my brother by his fingertips.' Then this Ayah was revealed: 



(Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allah; of them some 
have fulfilled their Nahbah; and some of them are still waiting, but they have never changed in 
the least.) They used to think that it had been revealed concerning him and his companions, 
may Allah be pleased with them." This was also recorded by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. 
Ibn Jarir narrated that Musa bin Talhah said: "Mu* awiyah bin Abi Sufyan, may Allah be pleased 
with him, stood up and said, ' I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

« » 



(Talhah is one of those who have fulfilled their Nahbah.)'" Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 



(of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah;) "Their covenant, 



(and some of them are still waiting) they are waiting for battle so that they can do well. " Al- 
Hasan said: 



(of them some have fulfilled their Nahbah;) "They died true to their covenant and loyal, and 
some are still waiting to die in a similar manner, and some of them have never changed in the 
least." This was also the view of Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. Some of them said that the word 

Nahbah means a vow. 



(but they have never changed in the least.) means, they never changed their covenant or were 
disloyal or committed treachery, but they persisted in what they had promised and did not 
break their vow, unlike the hypocrites who said: 



("Truly, our homes lie open." And they lay not open. They but wished to flee.) 33:13 



(And indeed they had already made a covenant with Allah not to turn their backs,) 33:15 



(That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth, and punish the hypocrites, if He wills, 
or accept their repentance by turning to them.) Allah tests His servants with fear and shaking 
so as to tell the evil from the good, as each will be known by his deeds. Although Allah knows 
what the outcome will be before anything happens, still He does not punish anyone on the basis 
of His knowledge until they actually do what He knowsthey will do. As Allah says: 



(And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive hard and patient, and We shall test 
your facts.) (47:31). This refers to knowing something after it happens, even though Allah 
knows it before it comes to pass. Allah says: 



(Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good. Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of the Unseen) (3:179). Allah 
says here: 



(That Allah may reward the men of truth for their truth,) meaning, for their patience in 
adhering to the covenant they had made with Allah and keeping their promise. 



(and punish the hypocrites, ) who are the ones who broke the covenant and went against the 
commands of Allah, for which they deserve to be punished, but they are subject to His will in 
this world. If He wills, He will leave them as they are until they meet Him in the Hereafter , 
when He will punish them, or if He wills, He will guide them to give up their hypocrisy and to 
believe and do righteous deeds after they had been wrongdoers and sinners. Since His mercy 
and kindness towards His creation prevail over His wrath, He says: 



(Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



(25. And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their rage: they gained no advantage. Allah 
sufficed for the believers in the fighting. And Allah is Ever All-Strong, All-Mighty.) 



Allah drove back the Confederates disappointed and lost 

Allah tells us how he drove the Confederates away from Al-Madinah by sending against them a 
wind and troops of angels. If Allah had not made his Messenger a Mercy to the Worlds, this wind 
would have been more severe than the barren wind which He sent against ' Ad, but Allah says: 



(And Allah would not punish them while you are amongst them) (8:33). So, Allah sent them a 
wind which dispersed them after they had gathered on the basis of their whims. They were a 
mixture of tribes and parties with a variety of opinions, so it was befitting that a wind should 
be sent against them that would scatter them and break up their gathering, driving them back 
disappointed and lost in their hatred and enmity. They did not achieve any worldly good such 
as the victory and booty that they had hoped for, nor did they achieve any good in the 
Hereafter, because of their sin of declaring enmity against the Messenger and seeking to kill 
him and destroy his army. Whoever wants and seriously intends to do a thing is the same as one 
who actually does it. 



(Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting.) means, they did not have to fight them in 
order to expel them from their land, but Allah Alone sufficed them and helped His servant and 
granted victory to His troops. Hence the Messenger of Allah used to say, 

» 



« 

(None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, Alone, He was true to His promise, and He 
helped His servant, and He gave might to His soldiers and defeated the Confederates alone and 
there is nothing after Him.) This was reported from a Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him. In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that 'Abdullah bin Abi " Awf a, may Allah 



be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah invoked Allah against the Confederates and 
said: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, Who revealed the Book and is swift in bringing to account, defeat the Confederates, 
Allah defeat them and shake them.) 



(Allah sufficed for the believers in the fighting.) This Ayah indicates that there would be a 
cessation of war between them and Quraysh; after this, the idolators did not attack the 
Muslims, on the contrary, the Muslims attacked them in their own land. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Sulayman bin Surad, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "On the day of Al-Ahzab, the 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Now we will attack them and they will not attack us.) This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari in 
his Sahih. 



(And Allah is Ever All-Strong, All-Mighty.) means, by His power and might He drove them back 
disappointed and lost, and they did not achieve anything, and Allah granted victory to Islam 
and its followers, and fulfilled His promise and helped His servant and Messenger; to Him be 
blessings and praise. 



(26. And those of the People of the Scripture who backed them, Allah brought them down from 
their forts and cast terror into their hearts; a group you killed, and a group you made 



captives.) (27. And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their houses, and their riches, and 
a land which you had not trodden. And Allah is able to do all things.) 



The Campaign against Banu Qurayzah 

We have already noted that when the Confederates came and camped outside Al-Madinah, 
Banu Qurayzah broke the covenant that existed between them and the Messenger of Allah . 
This happened by the agency of Huyay bin Akhtab An-Nadari, may Allah curse him, who entered 
their stronghold and would not leave their leader, Ka' b bin Asad, alone until he agreed to 
break the covenant. Among the things that he said to him was, "Woe to you! This is the 
opportunity for glory. The Quraysh and their company of men from various tribes, and the 
Ghatafan and their followers, have come to you, and they will stay here until they eliminate 
Muhammad and his companions." Ka' b said to him, "No, by Allah, this is the opportunity for 
humiliation. Woe to you, O Huyay, you are a bad omen. Leave us alone." But Huyay kept trying 
to persuade him until he agreed to his request. He laid down the condition that if the 
Confederates went away without doing anything, he Huyay would join them in their 
stronghold and would share their fate. When Banu Qurayzah broke their covenant and news of 
this reached the Messenger of Allah , he and the Muslims were very distressed by that. When 
Allah helped him by suppressing his enemy and driving them back disappointed and lost, having 
gained nothing, the Messenger of Allah returned to Al-Madinah in triumph and the people put 
down their weapons. While the Messenger of Allah was washing off the dust of battle in the 
house of Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, Jibril, upon him be peace, came to him 
wearing a turban of brocade, riding on a mule on which was a cloth of silk brocade. He said, 
"Have you put down your weapons, Messenger of Allah" He said, "Yes." He said, "But the 
angels have not put down their weapons. I have just now come back from pursuing the people." 
Then he said: "Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, commands you to get up and go to Banu 
Qurayzah." According to another report, "What a fighter you are! Have you put down your 
weapons" He said, "Yes." He said, "But we have not put down our weapons yet, get up and go to 
these people." He said: "Where" He said, "Banu Qurayzah, for Allah has commanded me to 
shake them." 3d the Messenger of Allah got up immediately, and commanded the people to 
march towards Banu Qurayzah, who were a few miles from Al-Madinah. This was after Salat Az- 
Zuhr. He said, 



» 

« 

(No one among you should pray ' Asr except at Banu Qurayzah.) So, the people set out, and the 
time for the prayer came while they were still on the road. Some of them prayed on the road, 
saying, "The Messenger of Allah only wanted to make us march quickly." Others said, "We will 
not pray it until we reach Banu Qurayzah." Neither of the two groups were rebuked for what 
they did. The Messenger of Allah followed them. He left Ibn Umm Maktum, may Allah be 
pleased with him, in charge of Al-Madinah, and he had given the flag to ' Ali bin Abi Talib, may 
Allah be pleased with him. Then the Messenger of Allah went to them (Banu Qurayzah) laying 
seige to them for twenty-five days. When this had gone on for too long, they agreed to accept 
the judgement of Sa' d bin Mu'adh, the leader of " Aws because they had been their allies 
during the Jahiliyyah, so they thought that he would treat them kindly as 'Abdullah bin Ubayy 
bin Salul had done for his allies of Banu Qaynuqa' when he had asked the Messenger of Allah to 
set them free. So, these people thought that Sa' d would do the same for them as Ibn Ubayy 
had done for those people. They did not know that Sa' d had been struck by an arrow in his 
medial arm vein during the campaign of Al-Khandaq. The Messenger of Allah had had his vein 



cauterized and had brought him to stay in a tent in the Masjid so that he could keep a close 
eye on him. One of the thingsthat Sa' d, may Allah be pleased with him, said in his supplication 
was, "0 Allah, if there is still anything that has to do with the war against Quraysh, then keep 
me alive for it, and if You decree that the war between us and them is over, then let the 
bleeding be renewed, but do not let me die until I get my satisfaction with regard to Banu 
Qurayzah." Allah answered his prayer and decreed that they would agree to be referred to him 
for judgement, and this wastheir own free choice. When this happened, the Messenger of Allah 
called him to come from Al-Madinah to pass judgement on them. When he arrived, riding on a 
donkey that had been specially equipped for him to ride, some of the ' Aws began to urge him 
not to be too harsh, saying, "0 Sa' d, they are your clients so be kind to them, trying to soften 
his heart." But he kept quiet and did not answer them. When they persisted in their request, he 
said, "Now it is time for Sa' d to make sure that no rebuke or censure will divert him from the 
path of Allah." Then they knew that he would not let them live. kWhen he reached the tent 
where the Messenger of Allah was, the Messenger of Allah said: 



« » 



(Stand up for your leader.) So the Muslims stood up for him, and welcomed him with honor and 
respect as befitted his status and so that his judgement would have more impact. When he sat 
down, the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(These people) -- and he pointed to them -- (have agreed to accept your judgement, so pass 
judgement on them as you wish.) Sa' d, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "My judgement 
will be carried out" The Messenger of Allah said: "Yes." He said, "And it will be carried out on 
those who are in this tent" He said, "Yes." He said, "And on those who are on this side" -- and he 
pointed towards the side where the Messenger of Allah was, but he did not look directly at the 
Messenger of Allah out of respect for him. The Messenger of Allah said to him: "Yes." So Sa'd, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: "My judgement is that their fighters should be killed and 
their children and wealth should be seized." The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(You have judged according to the ruling of Allah from above the seven heavens.) According to 
another report: 



« » 



(You have judged according to the ruling of the Sovereign.) Then the Messenger of Allah 
commanded that ditches should be dug, so they were dug in the earth, and they were brought 
tied by their shoulders, and were beheaded. There were between seven hundred and eight 
hundred of them. The children who had not yet reached adolescence and the women were 



taken prisoner, and their wealth was seized. All of this is stated both briefly and in detail, with 
evidence and Hadiths, in the book of Srah which we have written, praise and blessings be to 
Allah. Allah said: 



(And those who backed them, Allah brought them down) means, those who helped and 
supported them in their war against the Messenger of Allah . 



(of the People of the Scripture) means, Banu Qurayzah, who were Jews from one of the tribes 
of Israel. Their forefathers had settled in the Hijaz long ago, seeking to follow the Unlettered 
Prophet of whom they read in the Tawrah and Injil. 



(then when there came to them that which they had recognized, they disbelieved in it) (2:89). 
May the curse of Allah be upon them. 



(from their forts) means, from their strongholds. This was the view of Mujahid, Mkrimah, * Ata', 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others of the Salaf. 



(and cast terror into their hearts;) means fear, because they had supported the idolators in 
their war against the Messenger of Allah and the one who knows is not like the one who does 
not know. They had terrified the Muslims and intended to kill them so as to gain earthly power, 
but their plans backfired; the idolators ran away and the believers were victorious while the 
disbelievers were losers; where they had aimed for glory, they were humiliated. They wanted 
to eradicate the Muslims but they were themselves eradicated. In addition to all this, they are 
doomed in the Hereafter, so by all acountsthey are counted as losers. Allah says: 



(a group you killed, and a group you made captives.) Those who were killed were their 
warriors, and the prisoners were their children and women. Imam Ahmad recorded that * Atiyah 
Al-Qurazi said, "I was shown to the Prophet on the day of Qurayzah, because they were not 
sure about me. The Prophet told them to look at me to see whether I had grown any body hair 
yet. They looked and saw that I had not grown any body hair, so they let me go and I was put 
with the other prisoners." This was also recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi said 
it is Hasan Sahih." An-Nasa'i also recorded something similar from ' Atiyah. 



(And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their houses, and their riches,) means, ' He gave 
these thingsto you after you killed them.' 



(and a land which you had not trodden.) it was said that this was Khaybar, or that it was the 
lands of the Persians and Romans. Ibn Jarir said, "It could be that all of these are referred to 



(And Allah is able to do all things.)" 



(28. Prophet! Say to your wives: "If you desire the life of this world, and its glitter, then 
come! I will make a provision for you and set you free in a handsome manner.") (29. "But if you 
desire Allah and His Messenger, and the Home of the Hereafter, then verily, Allah has prepared 
for the doers of good among you an enormous reward.") 



Giving the Wives of the Prophet the Choice 

Here Allah commands His Messenger to give his wives the choice of separating from him so that 
they may go to someone else with whom they can find what they want of the life of this world 
and its attractions, or of patiently bearing the straitened circumstances with the Prophet for 
which they will have a great reward with Allah. They chose Allah and His Messenger and the 
Home of the Hereafter, may Allah be pleased with them. Then Allah gave them the best both 
of this world and of the Hereafter. Al-Bukhari narrated from * Aishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, the wife of the Prophet that the Messenger of Allah came to her when Allah 
commanded him to give his wives the choice. She said, "The Messenger of Allah started with 
me, and said, 



» 



« 



(I am going to tell you about something and you do not have to hasten to respond until you 
consult your parents.)" He knew that my parents would never tell me to leave him. Then he 
said: 



» 



« 

(Allah says: ("0 Prophet! Say to your wives...")) and he recited the two Ayat. I said to him, 
"Concerning what do I need to consult my parents I choose Allah and His Messenger and the 
Home of the Hereafter." He also narrated it without a chain of narrators, and added, "She said, 
then all the wives of the Prophet did the same as I." Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah, may 
Allah be pleased with her, said: "The Messenger of Allah gave us the choice, and we chose him, 
so giving us that choice was not regarded as divorce." It was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) from the Hadith of Al-A' mash. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said: "Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, came to ask permission to see the 
Messenger of Allah and the people were sitting at his door, and the Prophet was sitting, but he 
did not give him permission. Then * Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, came and asked 
permission to see him, but he did not give him permission. Then he gave Abu Bakr and ' Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with them both, permission, and they entered. The Prophet was sitting 
with his wives around him, and he was silent. ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, ' I 
will tell the Prophet something to make him smile.' 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, ' O Messenger of Allah, if only you had seen the daughter of Zayd -- the wife of ' Umar -- 
asking me to spend on her just now; I broke her neck!' The Messenger of Allah smiled so broadly 
that his molars could be seen, and he said, 



« » 



(They are around me asking me to spend on them.) Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
got up to deal with 'Aishah; and ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, got up to deal with 
Hafsah, and both of them were saying, 'You are asking the Prophet for that which he does not 
have!' But the Messenger of Allah stopped them, and they (his wives) said, ' By Allah, after this 
we will not ask the Messenger of Allah for anything that he does not have.' Then Allah revealed 
the Ayah telling him to give them the choice, and he started with 'Aishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her. He said, 



» 



« 



(I am going to tell you something, and I would like you not to hasten to respond until you 
consult your parents.) She said, x What is it' He recited to her: 



(0 Prophet! Say to your wives...) ' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, ' Do I need to 
consult my parents concerning you I choose Allah and His Messenger, but I ask you not to tell of 
my choice to your other wives.' He said: 



» 



« 

(Allah did not send me to be harsh, but He sent me to teach in a gentle and easy manner. If 
any of them asks me what your decision was, I will tell her.)" This was also recorded by Muslim, 
but not Al-Bukhari; An-Nasa'i also recorded it. ' Ikrimah said: "At that time he was married to 
nine women, five of them were from Quraysh -- ' Aishah, Hafsah. Umm Habibah, Sawdah and 
Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with them. And he was also married to Safiyyah bint 
Huyay An-Nadariyyah, Maymunah bint Al-Harith Al-Hilaliyyah, Zaynab bint Jahsh Al-Asadiyyah 
and Juwayriyyah bint Al-Harith Al-Mustalaqiyyah, may Allah be pleased with all of them. 



(30. wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open Fahishah, the torment for her 
will be doubled, and that is ever easy for Allah.) (31. And whosoever of you is obedient to Allah 
and His Messenger, and does righteous good deeds, We shall give her, her reward twice over, 
and We have prepared for her a noble provision.) 

The Wives of the Prophet are not like Other Women 

This Ayah is addressed to the wives of the Prophet who chose Allah and His Messenger and the 
Home of the Hereafter, and remained married to the Messenger of Allah . Thus it was befitting 
that there should be rulings which applied only to them, and not to other women, in the event 
that any of them should commit open Fahishah. Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 



said: "This means Nushuz (rebellion) and a bad attitude." Whatever the case, this is a 
conditional phrase and it does not imply that what is referred to would actually happen. This is 
like the Ayat: 



(And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those before you: "If you join others in 
worship with Allah, surely your deeds will be in vain.") (39:65) 



(But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have been 
of no benefit to them.) (6:88) 



(Say: "If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of (Allah's) worshippers.") (43:81) 



(Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He willed out of those whom He 
created. But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) (39:4). Because their status 
is so high, it is appropriate to state that the sin, if they were to commit it, would be so much 
worse, so as to protect them and their Hijab. Allah says: 



(Whoever of you commits an open Fahishah, the torment for her will be doubled,) Malik 
narrated from Zayd bin Aslam: 



(the torment for her will be doubled,) "In this world and the next." Something similar was 
narrated from Ibn Abi Najih, from Mujahid. 



(and that is ever easy for Allah.) it is very easy indeed. Then Allah mentions His justice and His 
bounty, in the Ayah: 



(And whosoever of you is obedient to Allah and His Messenger,) i.e., obeys Allah and His 
Messenger , 



(We shall give her, her reward twice over, and We have prepared for her a noble provision.) 
i.e., in Paradise, for they will be in the dwellings of the Messenger of Allah in the highest 
reaches of * llliyin, above the dwellings of all the people, in Al-Wasilah which is the closest of 
the dwellings of Paradise to the Throne. 



h(32. O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other women. If you keep you have Taqwa, 
then be not soft in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease should be moved with desire, but 
speak in an honorable manner.) (33. And stay in your houses, and do not Tabarruj yourselves 
like the Tabarruj of the times of ignorance, and perform the Salah, and give Zakah and obey 
Allah and His Messenger. Allah wishes only to remove the Ar-Rijs from you, O members of the 
family, and to purify you with a thorough purification.) (34. And remember, that which is 
recited in your houses of the Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah. Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, 
Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) 



Enjoining certain Manners so that the Mothers of the Believers may 
be an Example; and the Prohibition of Tabarruj 

These are the good manners which Allah enjoined upon the wives of the Prophet so that they 
would be an example for the women of the Ummah to follow. Allah said, addressing the wives 
of the Prophet that they should fear Allah as He commanded them, and that no other woman is 
like them or can be their equal in virtue and status. Then Allah says: 



(then be not soft in speech,) As-Suddi and others said, this means, do not be gentle in speech 
when addressing men. Allah says: 



(lest he in whose heart is a disease should be moved with desire,) means, something unclean. 



(but speak in an honorable manner.) Ibn Zayd said: "Decent and honorable talk that is known to 
be good." This means that she should address non-Mahram men in a manner in which there is no 
softness, i.e., a woman should not address a non-Mahram man in the same way that she 
addresses her husband. 



(And stay in your houses,) means, stay in your houses and do not come out except for a 
purpose. One of the purposes mentioned in SharT ah is prayer in the Masjid, so long as the 
conditions are fulfilled, as the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from the Masjidsof Allah, but have them go out 
without wearing fragrance.) According to another report: 

« » 

(even though their houses are better for them.) 



(and do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Tabarruj of the times of ignorance,) Mujahid said: 
"Women used to go out walking in front of men, and this was the Tabarruj of Jahiliyyah." 
Qatadah said: 



(and do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Taburruj of the times of ignorance,) "When they go out 
of their homes walking in a shameless and flirtatious manner, and Allah, may He be exalted, 
forbade that." Muqatil bin Hayyan said: 



(and do not Tabarruj yourselves like the Tabarruj of the times of ignorance,) "Tabarruj is when 
a woman puts a Khimar on her head but does not tie it properly." 3d her necklaces, earrings 
and neck, and all of that can be seen. This is Tabarruj, and Allah addresses all the women of 
the believers with regard to Tabarruj. 



(and perform the Salah, and give Zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger.) Allah first forbids 
them from evil, then He enjoins them to do good by establishing regular prayer, which means 
worshipping Allah alone with no partner or associate, and paying Zakah, which means doing 
good to other people. 



(and obey Allah and His Messenger.) This is an instance of something specific being followed by 
something general. 



The Wives of the Prophet are Members of His Household (Ahl Al- 

Bayt) 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijsfrom you, members of the family, and to purify you with 
a thorough purification.) This is a clear statement that the wives of the Prophet are included 
among the members of his family (Ahl Al-Bayt) here, because they are the reason why this Ayah 
was revealed, and the scholars are unanimously agreed that they were the reason for 
revelation in this case, whether this was the only reason for revelation or there was also 
another reason, which is the correct view. Ibn Jarir recorded that * Ikrimah used to call out in 
the marketplace: 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijsfrom you, members of the family, and to purify you with 
a thorough purification.) "This was revealed solely concerning the wives of the Prophet." Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said concerning the Ayah: 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijs from you, members of the family,) "It was revealed 
solely concerning the wives of the Prophet ."" Ikrimah said: "Whoever disagrees with me that it 
was revealed solely concerning the wives of the Prophet , I am prepared to meet with him and 
pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon those who are lying." Sb they alone were the reason for 
revelation, but others may be included by way of generalization. Ibn Jarir narrated that 
Safiyyah bint Shaybah said: "" Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, 'The Prophet went 
out one morning wearing a striped cloak of black camel's hair. Al-Hasan, may Allah be pleased 
with him, came and he wrapped him in the cloak with him. Then Al-Husayn, may Allah be 
pleased with him, came and he wrapped him in the cloak with him. Then Fatimah, may Allah 
be pleased with her, came and he wrapped her in the cloak with him. Then 'AM, may Allah be 
pleased with him, came and he wrapped him in the cloak with him, then he said: 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijsfrom you, members of the family, and to purify you with 
a thorough purification.) This was recorded by Muslim. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Yazid 
bin Hayyan said: "Husayn bin Sabrah, ~ Umar bin Muslim and I went to Zayd bin Arqam, may 
Allah be pleased with him, and when we had sat down with him, Husayn said: 'You are so 
fortunate, Zayd! You saw the Messenger of Allah and heard his speeches, and you went on 
military campaigns with him, and you prayed behind him. You are so fortunate, Zayd! Tell us 
what you heard from the Messenger of Allah .' He said, ' son of my brother, by Allah, I have 
grown old and it has been a long time, and I have forgotten some of the things that I used to 
know from the Messenger of Allah . Whatever I tell you, accept it, and whatever I do not tell 
you, do not worry about it.' Then he said, " One day, the Messenger of Allah stood up to address 



us by the well of Khumm, between Makkah and Al- Mad in ah, and he praised Allah and thanked 
Him, and he preached and reminded us. Then he said: 



» 



« 

(Thereafter! people, I am merely a human being and soon the messenger of my Lord will 
come and I will answer him. I am leaving behind two things with you, the first of which is the 
Book of Allah in which is guidance and light, so seize the Book of Allah and hold fast to it.) He 
urged them to cling to the Book of Allah, then he said: 



» 



« 



(And the members of my family (Ahl Al-Bayt): Remember Allah with regard to the members of 
my family, remember Allah with regard to the members of my family.) saying it three times.' 
Husayn said to him, ' Who are the members of his family (Ahl Al-Bayt), OZayd Are not his wives 
members of his family' He said, ' His wives are members of his family, but the members of his 
family are those who are not permitted to receive charity after he died.' He said, 'Who are 
they' He said, 'They are the family of 'AM, the family of Aq i I , the family of Ja'far and the 
family of 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them.' He said, 'Were all of these forbidden to 
receive charity after his death' He said, ' Yes.'" This Commentary is from Zayd bin Arqam and is 
not Marfu' 

The Command to follow the Qur'an and Sunnah 

The one who ponders the meaning of the Qur'an will have no doubt that the wives of the 
Prophet are included among those who are referred to in the Ayah: 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijsfrom you, O members of the family, and to purify you with 
athorough purification.) The context clearly refersto them. Allah then says: 



(And remember, that which is recited in your houses of the Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah.) 
meaning, 'act in accordance with that of the Qur'an and Sunnah which Allah revealed to His 
Messenger in your houses.' This was the view of Qatadah and others. " And remember this 
blessing with which you alone of all the people have been favored, that the revelation comes 
down in your houses and not those of other people.' " Aishah As-9ddiqah bint As-Sddiq, may 
Allah be pleased with them, was foremost among them with in this blessing and was the most 
fortunate, and the most favored with this mercy. For the revelation did not come to the 
Messenger of Allah in the bed of any of his wives except hers, as he stated. Some of the 
scholars, may Allah have mercy on them, said: "This was because he did not marry any other 
virgin besides her, and no man slept with her in her bed before him , may Allah be pleased with 
her." So it was befitting that she should be singled out for this blessing and high status. But if 
his wives are members of his household, then this title is even more fitting for his own 
relatives. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Jamilah said: "Al-Hasan bin 'AM, may Allah be 
pleased with them both, was appointed as Khalifah when Al i was killed." He said: "While he 
was praying, a man leapt on him and stabbed him with a dagger." Husayn claimed that he 
heard that the one who stabbed him was a man from Banu Asad, and Al-Hasan, may Allah be 
pleased with him, was prostrating at the time. He said, "They claimed that he received the 
wound in his hip. He was ill as a result for many months, then he recovered. He ascended the 
Minbar and said: '0 people of 'Iraq! Have Taqwa of Allah concerning us, for we are your 
leaders and your guests, and we are members of the family (Ahl Al-Bayt) concerning whom 
Allah said: 



(Allah wishes only to remove Ar-Rijsfrom you, O members of the family, and to purify you with 
a thorough purification.)' He kept saying this until there was no one left in the Masjid who was 
not weeping and sobbing." 



(Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) means, ' by His kindness 
towards you, you have reached this status, and by His knowledge of you and that you are 
qualified for that status, He has given this to you and singled you out for it.' Ibn Jarir, may 
Allah have mercy on him, said: "And remember how Allah blessed you by causing the Ayat of 
Allah and Al-Hikmah to be recited in your houses, so give thanks to Allah for that and praise 
Him. 



(Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) means, " He is kind 
towards you, for He has caused the Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah to be recited in your houses,' 
and Al-Hikmah means the Sunnah. And He is Well-Acquainted with you means, " He chose you as 
wives for His Messenger.' Qatadah said: 



(And remember, that which is recited in your houses of the Ayat of Allah and Al-Hikmah.) "He is 
reminding them of His favor." This was narrated by Ibn Jarir. ' Atiyah AI-* Awfi commented on 
the Ayah: 



(Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Wei I -Acquainted with all things.) "He knows when and 
where to reveal Al-Hikmah." This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim, then he said: "This was also 
narrated from Ar-RabP bin Anas from Qatadah. " 



(35. Verily, the Muslims: men and women, the believers: men and women, the Qanit: men and 
the women, the men and women who are truthful, the men and the women who are patient, 
the KhashT : men and the women, the men and the women who give Sadaqat, the men and the 
women who fast, the men and the women who guard their chastity and the men and the 
women who remember Allah much with their hearts and tongues, Allah has prepared for them 
forgiveness and a great reward.) 



The Reason for Revelation 



Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of the 
Prophet said, "I said to the Prophet , ' Why is it that we are not mentioned in the Qur'an as men 
are' Then one day without my realizing it, he was calling from the Minbar and I was combing my 
hair, so I tied my hair back then I went out to my chamber in my house, and I started listening 
out, and he was saying from the Minbar: 

: » 



« 



(O people! Verily Allah says: (Verily, the Muslims: men and women, the believers: men and 
women...)) to the end of the Ayah." This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir. 



(Verily, the Muslims: men and women, the believers: men and women...) indicates that Iman is 
something other than Islam, and that it is more specific, because Allah says: 



(The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You believe not but you only say, 'We have surrendered 
(in Islam),' for faith has not yet entered your hearts.") (49:14). In the Two Sahihs, it says: 

« » 

(The adulterer does not commit adultery at the time when he is a believer.) For it snatches 
away his Iman, although that does not mean he is a disbeliever, according to the consensus of 
the Muslims. This indicates that Iman is more specific than Islam, as we have stated at the 
beginning of our commentary on Al-Bukhari. 



(the Qanit: men and the women,) Al-Qunut means obedience during quite time. 



(Is one who is (Qanit,) prostrating himself or standing in the middle of the night, fearing the 
Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord...) (39:9) 



(To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are Uqnuti (Qanitun) to Him.) 
(30:26) 



(0 Maryam! "Uqnuti to your Lord and prostrate, and bow with Ar-RakHn (those who bow).") 
(3:43) 



(And stand before Allah Qanitin) (2: 238). 3d, beyond Islam there is a higher level to be 
reached, which is Iman, and Qunut stems from them both. 



(the men and women who are truthful,) This refers to their speech, for truthfulness is a 
praiseworthy attribute. Some of the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were never 
known to have lied even once, neither during Jahiliyyah nor in Islam. Truthfulness is a sign of 
faith, j ust as lying is a sign of hypocrisy. Whoever istruthful will be saved: 

» 



« 

(You have to be truthful, for truthfulness leads to righteousness and righteousness leads to 
Paradise. And beware of lying, for lying leads to immorality and immorality leads to Hell. A 
man will keep telling the truth and striving to do so until he will be recorded with Allah as a 
truthful. And a man will keep telling lies and will persist in doing so until he will be recorded 
with Allah as a liar.) And there are many Hadithson this topic. 



(the men and the women who are patient,) This is the attribute of those who are steadfast, 
which is patience in the face of adversity and knowing that what is decreed will inevitably 
come to pass. So, they face it with patience and steadfastness. Patience is the most difficult 
when disaster first strikes, then after that it becomes easier, and this is true steadfastness. 



(the KhashT : men and the women,) Khushu' means serenity and tranquillity, deliberation and 
dignity and humility. What motivates a person to be like this is the fear of Allah and the 
awarenessthat He is constantly watching, as mentioned in the Hadith: 



» 



« 



(Worship Allah as if you can see Him, for if you cannot see Him, He can see you. 



(the men and the women who give Sadaqat,) As-Sadaqah (charity) means doing good to people 
who are in need or who are weak and have no means of earning a living and none to financially 
support them. They give them from the excess of their wealth in obedience to Allah and as a 
good deed to His creation. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs: 



» 



« 

(There are seven whom Allah will shade with His Shade on the Day when there will be no shade 
except His Shade -- and among them he mentioned -- . ..a man who gave in charity and 
concealed it to the extent that his left hand did not know what his right hand was giving.) 
According to another Hadith: 

» 

« 

(Sadaqah extinguishes bad deeds just as water extinguishes fire.) There are many Hadiths 
which encourage charitable giving; thistopic isdiscussed in detail elsewhere. 



(the men and the women who fast,) According to a Hadith narrated by Ibn Majah: 

« » 

(Fasting is the Zakah of the body.) In other words, it purifies it and cleanses it of things that 
are bad in both physical and Shaf i terms. Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "Whoever fasts Ramadan and 
three days of each month, is included in the Ayah, 



(the men and the women who fast,)" Fasting is also one of the greatest means of overcoming 
one's desires, asthe Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(0 young men! Whoever among you can afford to get married, let him do so, for it is most 
effective in lowering the gaze and protecting the chastity. And whoever cannot get married, 
then let him fast, for it will be a protection for him.) It is quite apt that next should be 
mentioned: 



(the men and the women who guard their chastity) i.e., they protect their private parts from 
forbidden and sinful things, except for that which is permitted. Allah says: 



(And those who guard their chastity. Except from their wives or the whom their right hands 
possess-- for they are not blameworthy. But whosoever seeks beyond that, then it is those who 
are trespassers.) (70:29-31) 



(and the men and the women who remember Allah much) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu 
Sa id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(If a man wakes his wife at night and they pray two Rak' ahs, they will recorded that night as 
being among the men and the women who remember Allah much.) This was recorded by Abu 
Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah from the Hadith of Abu Sa' id and Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with them both, from the Prophet . Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah was walking along a road in Makkah, 
and he came to (the mountain of) Jumdan, and said, 

« » 

(This is Jumdan, go ahead, for the Mufarridun have gone ahead. (The men and the women who 
remember Allah much) Then he said, 



« » 

(0 Allah, forgive those who shaved their hair.) They said, " And those who shortened.' He said, 

« » 

(0 Allah, forgive those who shaved their hair.) They said, v And those who shortened.' 

« » 

(And those who shortened.) This was recorded by Imam Ahmad with this chain of narration. It 
was also recorded by Muslim, except for the last part of it. 



(Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward.) Here Allah tells us that for all of 
those mentioned in this Ayah, He has prepared for them forgiveness of their sins and a great 
reward, meaning, Paradise. 



(36. It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a 
matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a plain error.) 



The Reason for Revelation 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Barzah Al-Aslami said: "Julaybib was a man who used to enter 
upon women and joke with them. I said to my wife, " Do not let Julaybib enter upon you, for if 
he enters upon you I shall do such and such.' If any of the Ansar had a single female relative, 
they would not arrange a marriage for her until they found out whether the Prophet wanted to 
marry her or not. The Prophet said to one of the Ansar: 

« » 

(Give me your daughter for marriage.) He said, 'Yes, O Messenger of Allah, it would be an 
honor and a blessing.' He said, 



« » 

(I do not want her for myself.) He said, ' Then for whom, Messenger of Allah' He said, 

« » 

(For Julaybib.) He said, '0 Messenger of Allah, let me consult her mother.' So he went to the 
girl's mother and said, 'The Messenger of Allah is proposing marriage for your daughter.' She 
said, 'Yes, it would be a pleasure.' He said, ' He is not proposing to marry her himself, he is 
proposing on behalf of Julaybib.' She said, 'What! Julaybib No, by Allah, we will not marry her 
to him.' When he wanted to get up and go to the Messenger of Allah to tell him what the girl's 
mother had said, the girl asked, 'Who is asking for my hand' So her mother told her, and she 
said, 'Are you refusing to follow the command of the Messenger of Allah Follow his command, 
for I will not come to any harm.' So her father went to the Messenger of Allah and said, ' Deal 
with her as you wish.' So he married her to Julaybib. Then the Messenger of Allah went out on 
one of his military campaigns, and after Allah had granted him victory, he said to his 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, 

« » 

(See whether there is anybody missing.) They said, 'We have lost so-and-so, and so-and-so.' He 
said, 

« » 

(See if there is anybody missing.) They said, ' No one.' He said: 

« » 

(But I see that Julaybib is missing.) He said: 

« » 

(Go and look for him among the dead.) So they looked for him, and found him beside seven of 
the enemy whom he had killed before he was himself killed. They said, ' O Messenger of Allah, 
here he is, beside seven of the enemy whom he had killed before he was himself killed.' The 
Messenger of Allah came and stood beside him and said, 

« » 

(He killed seven before he was himself killed. He belongs to me and I belong to him.) He said 
this two or three times, then the Messenger of Allah carried him in his arms and held him while 
his grave was dug, then he placed him in his grave. It was not mentioned that he washed him, 



may Allah be pleased with him." Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "There was no 
widow among the Ansar who was more sought after for marriage than that girl." Ishaq bin 
'Abdullah bin Abi Talhah asked Thabit, "Do you know how the Messenger of Allah prayed for 
that girl" He told him: "He said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, pour blessings upon her and do not make her life hard.) And this is how it was; there 
was no widow among the Ansar who was more sought after for marriage than her." This is how 
it was recorded by Imam Ahmad, in full. Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded the story of his death in 
Al-Fada'il. Al-Hafiz Abu ' Umar bin ' Abd Al-Barr mentioned in Al-lsti' ab that when the girl said 
in her seclusion, 'Are you refusing to follow the command of the Messenger of Allah ' -- This 
Ayah was revealed: 



(It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter 
that they should have any option in their decision.) It was narrated that Tawus asked Ibn 
'Abbas about praying two Rak' ahs after ' Asr and he told him not to do that. Ibn 'Abbas 
recited: 



(It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter 
that they should have any option in their decision.) This Ayah is general in meaning and applies 
to all matters, i.e., if Allah and His Messenger decreed a matter, no one has the right to go 
against that, and no one has any choice or room for personal opinion in this case. Allah says: o 



(But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you judge in all disputes 
between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) 
with full submission.) (4:65) Hence the issue of going against it is addressed in such strong 
terms, as Allah says: 



(And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a plain error.) This 
is like the Ayah: 



(And let those who oppose the Messenger's commandment, beware, lest some Fitnah should 
befall them or a painful torment be inflicted on them) (24:63). 



(37. And (remember) when you said to him on whom Allah has bestowed grace and you have 
done a favor: "Keep your wife to yourself, and have Taqwa of Allah." But you did hide in 
yourself that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the people whereas Allah had a 
better right that you should fear Him. So, when Zayd had completed his aim with her, We gave 
her to you in marriage, so that there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of the 
wives of their adopted sons when the latter have no desire to keep them. And Allah's command 
must be fulfilled.) 



Allah's rebuke to His Messenger and the Story of Zayd and Zaynab 

Allah tells what His Prophet said to his freed slave Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, who was the one on whom Allah had bestowed grace, i.e., through Islam and 
following the Messenger . 



(and you have done a favor to him ) means, by freeing him from slavery. And he was a great 
leader, held in high esteem and beloved by the Prophet . He was known asthe beloved, and his 
son Usamah was known asthe beloved son of the beloved. ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said: "The Messenger of Allah never sent him on a campaign but he appointed him as its 
commander, and if he had lived after him he would have appointed him as his Khalifah." This 
was recorded by Imam Ahmad. The Messenger of Allah had given him in marriage to the 
daughter of his paternal aunt, Zaynab bint Jahsh Al-Asadiyyah, may Allah be pleased with her, 
whose mother was Umaymah bint " Abd Al-Muttalib. For her dowery he gave her ten Dinars, 
sixty Dirhams, a veil, a cloak and a shirt, fifty Muddsof food and ten Muddsof dates. This was 
stated by Muqatil bin Hayyan. She stayed with him for a year, more or less, then problems 
arose between them. Zayd complained about her to the Messenger of Allah , who told him, 
"Stay with your wife and have Taqwaof Allah." Allah says: 



(But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the people 
whereas Allah had a better right that you should fear Him.) Ibn Jarir narrated that " A'ishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, said, "If Muhammad were to have concealed anything that was 
revealed to him of the Book of Allah, he would have concealed this Ayah: 



(But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the people 
whereas Allah had abetter right that you should fear Him.)" 



(So, when Zayd had completed his aim with her, We gave her to you in marriage,) meaning, 
'when her marriage to Zayd was over and he had separated from her, We married her to you,' 
and the One Who was her Wali (guardian) in this marriage was Allah Himself, in the sense that 
He revealed to the Prophet that he should go in unto her without any Wali, contractual 
agreement, dowery or witnesses among mankind. Imam Ahmad recorded that Thabit said that 
Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "When Zaynab's * Iddah finished, may Allah be 
pleased with her, the Messenger of Allah said to Zayd bin Harithah, 

« » 

(Go to her and tell her about me (that I want to marry her).) So, he went to her and found her 
kneading dough. He (Zayd) said, 'When I saw her I felt such respect for her that I could not 



even look at her and tell her what the Messenger of Allah had said, so I turned my back to her 
and stepped aside, and said, '0 Zaynab! Rejoice, for the Messenger of Allah has sent me to 
propose marriage to you on his behalf.' She said, ' I will not do anything until I pray to my Lord, 
may He be glorified.' So she went to the place where she usually prayed. Then Qur'an was 
revealed and the Messenger of Allah came and entered without permission. We were there 
when she entered upon the Messenger of Allah , and for the wedding feast we offered bread 
and meat. Then the people left, and some men stayed behind conversing in the house after 
they had eaten. The Messenger of Allah went out and I followed him. He started to go around 
all the apartments of his wives, greeting them, and they said, * Messenger of Allah, how did 
you find your (new) wife' I do not know whether I or someone else told him that those people 
had left, so he went and entered the house, and I went to enter after him, but he drew the 
curtain between himself and I. The ruling of Hijab was revealed and he exhorted the people as 
Allah had exhorted them: 



(Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless permission is given to you)." This was also recorded by 
Muslim and An-Nasa'i. Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Anas bin Malik, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Zaynab bint Jahsh, may Allah be pleased with her, used 
to boast to the other wives of the Prophet , saying, 'Your families arranged your marriages, 
but Allah arranged my marriage from above the seven heavens.'" In (our Tafsir of) Surat An-Nur 
we mentioned that Muhammad bin 'Abdullah bin Jahsh said: "Zaynab and ' A'ishah, may Allah 
be pleased with them, were boasting to one another; Zaynab, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, ' I am the one whose marriage was revealed from above the heaven.' 'A'ishah, may Allah 
be pleased with her, said, 'I am the one whose innocence was revealed from heaven.' So, 
Zaynab conceded that, may Allah be pleased with her." 



(so that there may be no difficulty to the believers in respect of the wives of their adopted 
sons when the latter have no desire to keep them.) means, 'We permitted you to marry her, 
and We did that so that there would no longer be any difficulty for the believers with regard to 
their marrying the ex-wives of their adopted sons.' Before prophet hood, the Messenger of Allah 
had adopted Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him, and he was known asZayd, the 
son of Muhammad. Allah put a stop to this when He said: 



(nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons) until: 



(Call them after their fathers, that is more just with Allah) (33:4-5). Then this was confirmed 
and made even clearer by the marriage of the Messenger of Allah to Zaynab bint Jahsh, may 
Allah be pleased with her, when Zayd bin Harithah divorced her. Allah says in Ayat At-Tahrim: 



(the wives of your sons from your own loins) (4:23) which specifically excludes adopted sons. 
This custom (of adopting sons) was widespread among them. 



(And Allah's command must be fulfilled.) means, 'this that has happened was decreed by Allah 
and was inevitable.' Allah knew that Zaynab, may Allah be pleased with her, would become one 
of t he wives of t he Prophet . 



(38. There is no blame on the Prophet in that which Allah has made legal for him. That has 
been Allah's way with those who have passed away of old. And the command of Allah is a 
decree determined.) 



(There is no blame on the Prophet in that which Allah has made legal for him.) means, in that 
which has been permitted for him and which he has been commanded to do, i.e. his marrying 
Zaynab, may Allah be pleased with her,, who had been divorced by his adopted son Zayd bin 
Harithah, 



(That has been Allah's way with those who have passed away of old.) means this is the ruling of 
Allah for the Prophets who came before him. Allah would not command them to do anything for 
which they might be blamed. This is a refutation of those hypocrites who imagined that there 
was anything wrong with his marrying the ex-wife of Zayd, his freed slave and adopted son. 



(And the command of Allah is a decree determined.) means, His command which He has 
decreed must inevitably come to pass; nothing can prevent it or avert it, for whatever He wills 
happens, and whatever He does not decree, does not happen. 



(39. Those who convey the Message of Allah and fear Him, and fear none save Allah. And 
sufficient is Allah as a Reckoner.) (40. Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he 
is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the Prophets. And Allah is Ever All-Aware of 
everything.) 



Praise for Those Who convey the Message 
The Messenger is not the Father of any Man 

Allah states: 



(Muhammad is not the father of any of your men,) After this it was not permitted to say Zayd 
bin Muhammad, i.e., he was not his father even though he had adopted him. No male child of 
the Prophet lived until puberty. Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her, bore him Al-Qasim, 
At-Tayyib and At-Tahir, but they died in childhood. Mariyah Al-Qibt iyyah bore him Ibrahim, but 
he also died in infancy. He also had four daughters from Khadijah: Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm 
Kulthum and Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with them all. Three of them died during his 
lifetime, Fatimah lived long enough to be bereaved of him, then she died six months later. 



He is the Last of the Prophets 



(but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the Prophets. And Allah is Ever All-Aware of 
everything.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Allah knows best with whom to place His Message) (6:124). This Ayah clearly states that there 
will be no Prophet after him. If there will be no Prophet after him then there will surely be no 
Messenger after him either, because the status of a Messenger is higher than that of a Prophet, 
for every Messenger is a Prophet but the reverse is not the case. This was reported in many 
Mutawatir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah via a group of his Companions, may 
Allah be pleased with them. Imam Ahmad recorded a narration from Ubayy bin Ka' b, from his 
father that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(My parable among the Prophets is that of a man who built a house and did a good and 
complete job, apart from the space of one brick which he did not put in its place. The people 
started to walk around the building, admiring it and saying, "If only that brick were put in its 
place. " Among the Prophets, I am like that brick.) It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who 
said "Hasan Sahih." 



Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Messengership and Prophethood have come to an end, and there will be no more Messengers 
or Prophets.) This worried the people, then he said: 



« » 



(But there will be Al-Mubashshirat.) They said, * Messenger of Allah, what are Al- 
Mubashshirat' He said, 



» 
« 

(The dreams of a Muslim man, and they are one of the parts of prophet hood.) This was also 
recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Sahih Gharib." 

Another Had it h 

Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(The parable of myself and the Prophets is that of a man who built a house and did a complete 
and good job, except for the space of one brick. Whoever entered it would look at that space 
and say, how good it is, apart from the space of that brick. My position is like that of that 
brick, and the Prophets -- blessings and peace be upon them -- end with me.) It was also 
recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and At-Tirmidhi, who said, "It is Sahih Gharib with this chain of 
narrators." 



Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The parable of myself and the Prophets is that of a man who built a house and completed it 
apart from the space of one brick. I have come and completed that brick.) This was also 
recorded by Muslim. 

Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The parable of myself and the Prophets who came before me is that of a man who built houses 
and made them complete and beautiful apart from the space of a brick in one of the corners. 
The people started to walk around, admiring the construction and saying, If only you put a 
brick here, your construction will be complete.) The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(And I am that brick.) It was also recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(I have been given preference over the other Prophets in six ways: I have been given the ability 
to speak concisely; I have been aided by fear (cast into the hearts of my enemies); the spoils of 
war have been made permissible for me; the entire earth has been made a Masjid and a means 
of purification for me; I have been sent to all of mankind; and the Prophets end with me.) This 
was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Hasan Sahih." 



Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The parable of myself and the Prophets who came before me is that of a man who built a 
house and completed it apart from the space of one brick. I have come and completed that 
brick.) It was also recorded by Muslim. 

Another Had it h 

Jubayr bin Muf im, may Allah be pleased with him, said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
say: 

» 



« 

(I have several names: I am Muhammad, and I am Ahmad; I am Al-Mahi (the eradicator) through 
whom Allah will erase disbelief; I am Al-Hashir (the gatherer) at whose feet mankind will 
gather; and I am AI-" Aqib (the final one) after whom there will be no Prophet.) It was also 
recorded in the Two Sahihs. And there are many other Hadithson this topic. Allah has told us in 
His Book, and His Messenger has told us in the Mutawatir Sunnah, that there will be no Prophet 
after him, so that it may be known that everyone who claims this status after him is a liar and 
fabricator who is misguided and is misguiding others. Even if he twists meanings, comes up 
with false claims and uses tricks and vagaries, all of this is false and is misguidance as will be 
clear to those who have understanding. This is what Allah caused to happen in the case of Al- 
Aswad Al-' Ansi in the Yemen and Musaylimah the Liar in Al-Yamamah, whose false miracles and 
nonsensical words showed everyone who was possessed of understanding that they were liars 



who were leading people astray; may the curse of Allah be upon them both. This is the case 
with every false prophet until the Day of Resurrection, until they end with Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal 
(the Antichrist). Each of these liars is given by Allah signs which show the people of knowledge 
and the believers that his message is false -- which is part of the perfect kindness of Allah 
towards His creation. These liars do not enjoin what is good, nor forbid what is evil, unless 
they do so by coincidence or because it serves an ulterior purpose. They are the utmost in 
falsehood and immorality, in all that they say and do, as Allah says: 



(Shall I inform you (0 people!) upon whom the Shayatin descend They descend on every lying, 
sinful person.) (26:221-222) This is in contrast to the Prophets -- may blessings and peace be 
upon them -- for they are the utmost in righteousness, truthfulness, wisdom, uprightness and 
justice in all that they say and do, command and forbid. In addition to this they are supported 
with miracles and clear and obvious proof. May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon them 
always, as long as heaven and earth remain. 



(41. you who believe! Remember Allah with much remembrance.) (42. And glorify His praises 
morning and Asila.) (43. He it is Who sends Salah on you, and His angels too, that He may bring 
you out from darkness into light. And He is Ever Most Merciful to the believers.) (44. Their 
greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be "Salam (Peace!)" And He has prepared for them 
a generous reward.) 



The Virtue of remembering Allah much 

Allah commands His believing servants to remember their Lord much, Who has bestowed upon 
them all kinds of blessings and favors, because this will bring them a great reward and a 
wonderful destiny. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Busr said: "Two bedouins came to 
the Messenger of Allah and one of them said: '0 Messenger of Allah, which of the people is 
best' He said: 



« » 

(The one whose life is long and whose deeds are good.) The other one said: ' Messenger of 
Allah, the laws of Islam are too much for us. Teach me something that I can adhere to.' He 
said, 



« » 

(Keep your tongue moist with the remembrance of Allah, may He be exalted.) At-Tirmidhi and 
Ibn Majah recorded the second part of this report. At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan 
Gharib". Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No people sit together without mentioning Allah, but they will see that as regret on the Day of 
Resurrection.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
commented on the Ayah: 



(Remember Allah with much remembrance. ) "Allah did not enjoin any duty upon His servants 
without setting known limits and accepting the excuses of those who have a valid excuse -- 
apart from Dhikr, for Allah has not set any limits for it, and no one has any excuse for not 
remembering Allah unless he is oppressed and forced to neglect it. Allah says: 



(Remember Allah standing, sitting down, and (lying down) on your sides) (4:103). By night and 
by day, on land and on sea, when traveling and when staying home, in richness and in poverty, 
in sickness and in health, in secret and openly, in all situations and circumstances. And Allah 
says: 



(And glorify His praises morning and Asila.) If you do this, He and His angels will send blessings 
upon you." There are very many Ayat, Hadiths and reports which encourage the remembrance 
of Allah, and this Ayah urges us to remember Him much. People such as An-Nasa'i and Al- 
Ma' mari and others have written books about the Adhkar to be recited at different times of the 
night and day. 



(And glorify His praises morning and Asila) in the morning and in the evening. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(So glorify Allah, when you come up to the evening, and when you enter the morning. And His 
are all the praises and thanks in the heavens and the earth; and in the afternoon and when you 
come up to the time, when the day beginsto decline.) (30:17-18). 



(He it is Who sends Salah on you, and His angels too,) This is encouragement to remember 
Allah, i.e., He will remember you, so remember Him. This is like the Ayah: 



(Similarly, We have sent among you a Messenger of your own, reciting to you Our Ayat and 
purifying you, and teaching you the Book and the Hikmah, and teaching you that which you 
used not to know. Therefore remember Me. I will remember you, and be grateful to Me and 
never be ungrateful to Me) (2:151-152) The Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(Allah says: "Whoever remembers Me to himself, I will remember him to Myself, and whoever 
remembers Me in a gathering, I will remember him in a better gathering.") 



The Meaning of Salah 

Allah's Salah means that He praises His servant before the angels, as Al-Bukhari recorded from 
Abu Al-' Aliyah. This was recorded by Abu JaMar Ar-Razi from Ar-Rabr bin Anas from Anas. 
Others said: "Allah's Salah means mercy." It may be said that there is no contradiction between 
these two views. And Allah knows best. Salah from the angels means their supplication and 
seeking forgiveness for people, as Allah says: 



(Those who bear the Throne and those around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in 
Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all things 
in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow Your way, and save them from 
the torment of the blazing Fire! Our Lord! And make them enter the " Adn Garden which you 
have promised them -- and to the righteous among their fathers, their wives, and their 
offspring! Verily, You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. And save them from the sins.") (40:7-9) t 



(that He may bring you out from darkness into light. ) means, by means of His mercy towards 
you, His praise of you and the supplication of His angels for you, He brings you forth from the 
darkness of ignorance and misguidance into the light of guidance and certain faith. 



(And He is Ever Most Merciful to the believers.) means, in this world and in the Hereafter: in 
this world He guides them to the truth of which others are ignorant, and He shows them the 
path from which others have gone astray, those who call for disbelief and innovation, and their 
followers among the wrongdoers. His mercy towards them in the Hereafter means that He will 
save them from the greater terror (of the Day of Resurrection) and will command His angels to 
greet them with the glad tidings of Paradise and salvation from the Fire, which will only be 
because of His love for them and His kindness towards them. Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah and a group of his Companions, 
may Allah be pleased with them, passed by a young child in the road. When his mother saw the 
people, she feared that her child may be crushed by the crowd, so she rushed forward, crying, 
" My son, my son!' She ran and picked him up, and the people said, ' O Messenger of Allah, she 
would never throw her child in the Fire.' The Messenger of Allah convincingly said: 

« » 

(No, and Allah will not throw His beloved in the Fire.) Its chain of narrators meets the 
conditions of the Two Sahihs, although none of the authors of the Six Books recorded it. But in 
Sahih Al-Bukhari it is recorded from the Commander of the faithful ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah saw a woman among the prisoners of 
war picking up her child, clasping the child to her breast and nursing him. The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Do you think that this woman would throw her child into the Fire even though she is 
(physically) able to do so) They said, "No." The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(By Allah, Allah is more merciful towards His servants than this woman is to her child.) 



(Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be "Salami") The apparent meaning -- and 
Allah knows best -- is that their greeting, from Allah on the Day that they meet Him, will be 
Salam, i.e., He will greet them with Salam, as He says elsewhere: 



((It will be said to them): Salam -- a Word from the Lord, Most Merciful.) (36:58) Qatadah 
claimed that the meaning was that they would greet one another with Salam on the Day when 
they meet Allah in the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 



(Their way of request therein will be ' Glory to You, Allah,' and ' Salam' will be their greetings 
therein! and the close of their request will be ' All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all that 
exits.') (10:10) 



(And He has prepared for them a generous reward.) means Paradise and everything in it of 
food, drink, clothing, dwellings, physical pleasure, luxuries and delightful scenes, such as no 
eye has seen, no ear has heard and has never entered the mind of man. 



(45. Prophet! Verily, We have sent you as witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, and a 
warner,) (46. And as one who invites to Allah by His leave, and as a lamp spreading light.) (47. 
And announce to the believers the glad tidings, that they will have from Allah a great bounty.) 
(48. And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and harm them not. And put your trust 
in Allah, and sufficient is Allah as a Trustee.) 



The Attributes of the Messenger of Allah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Ata' bin Yasar said that he met 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin AI-* As, 
may Allah be pleased with him, and said to him: 

"Tell me about the description of the Messenger of Allah in the Tawrah." He said, "Yes, by 
Allah, he was described in the Tawrah with some of the qualities with which he was described 
in the Qur'an: 'O Prophet! Verily, We have sent you as witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, 
and a warner, a saviour to the illiterate. You are My servant and My Messenger and I have 
called you Al-Mutawakkil (reliant). You are not harsh or severe, or noisy in the marketplaces. 



You do not repay evil with evil, but you overlook and forgive. Allah will not take your soul until 
you make straight those who have deviated and they say La ilaha illallah, words with which 
blind eyes, deaf ears and sealed hearts will be opened'." It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari in 
the Books of Business and At-Tafsir. Wahb bin Munabbih said: "Allah revealed to one of the 
Prophets of the Children of Israel whose name was Sha' ya' (Isaiah); 'Sand up among your 
people the Children of Israel and I shall cause your tongue to utter (words of) revelation. I shall 
send an unlettered (Prophet) from among the illiterate (people). He will not be harsh or 
severe, or noisy in the marketplaces. If he were to pass by a lamp, it would not be 
extinguished, because of his tranquillity. If he were to walk on reeds no sound would be heard 
from under his feet. I will send him as a bearer of glad tidings and as a warner, who will never 
utter immoral speech. Through him I will open blind eyes, deaf ears and sealed hearts. I will 
guide him to do every good deed and I will bestow upon him every noble characteristic. I will 
make tranquillity his garment, righteousness his banner, piety his conscience, wisdom his 
speech, truthfulness and loyalty his nature, tolerance and goodness his character, truth his 
way, justice his conduct, guidance his leader, Islam his nation. Ahmad is his name and through 
him I will guide people after they have gone astray, teach them after they have been ignorant, 
raise their status after they were nothing, make them known after they were unknown, 
increase the number (of followers of the truth) after they have been few, make them rich after 
they have been poor, and bring them togther after they have been divided. Through him I will 
bring together different nations and hearts, and reconcile opposing desires. Through him I will 
save great numbers of people from their doom. I will make his Ummah the best of peoples ever 
raised up for mankind; they will enjoin good and forbid evil, sincerely believing in Me Alone 
and accepting as truth all that My Messengers have brought. I shall inspire them to glorify, 
praise and magnify Me Alone in their places of worship and in their gatherings, when they lie 
down and when they return home. They will pray to Me standing and sitting. They will fight for 
the sake of Allah in ranks and armies. They will go forth from their homes by the thousand, 
seeking My pleasure, washing their faces and limbs, girding their loins. Their sacrifice will be 
their blood and their holy Book will be in their hearts. They will be like monks by night and like 
lions by day. Among the members of his family and his offspring I will make those who are 
foremost (in faith) and believers in the truth and martyrs and righteous people. His Ummah 
after him will lead people with truth and establish justice therewith. I will give strength to 
those who support them and help those who pray for them, and I will inflict defeat upon those 
who oppose them or transgress against them or seek to take something from their hands. I will 
make them the heirs of their Prophet, calling people to their Lord, enjoining what is good, 
forbidding what is evil, establishing regular prayer, paying the Zakah and fulfilling their 
promises. Through them I will complete the goodness which I started with the first of them. 
This is My bounty which I bestow upon whomsoever i will, and I am the Possessor of great 
bounty."' 



(as witness) means, a witness to Allah's Oneness, for there is no God except He, and a witness 
against mankind for their deeds on the Day of Resurrection. 



(and We bring you as a witness against these people) (4:41). This is like the Ayah: 



(t hat you be wit nesses over manki nd and t he Messenger be a wit ness over you) (2: 1 43) . 



(and a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner.) means, a bearer of glad tidings to the believers of 
a great reward, and a warner to the disbelievers of a great punishment. 



(And as one who invites to Allah by His leave,) means, ' you call mankind to worship their Lord 
because He has commanded you to do so. ' 



(and as a lamp spreading light.) means, 'the Message that you bring is as clear as the sun 
shining brightly, and no one can deny it except those who are stubborn.' 



(And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and harm them not.) means, 'do not obey 
them and do not pay attention to what they say.' 



(and harm them not.) means, 'overlook and ignore them, for their matter rests entirely with 
Allah and He is sufficient for them (to deal with them).' Allah says: 



(And put your trust in Allah, and sufficient is Allah as a Trustee.) 



(49. you who believe! When you marry believing women, and then divorce them before you 
have sexual intercourse with them, no * Iddah have you to count in respect of them. So, give 
them a present, and set them free in a handsome manner.) 



A Gift and no (Iddah) for Women Who are divorced before 
Consummation of the Marriage 

This Ayah contains many rulings, including the use of the word Nikah for the marriage contract 
alone. There is no other Ayah in the Qur'an that is clearer than this on this point. It also 
indicates that it is permissible to divorce a woman before consummating the marriage with 
her. 



(believing women) this refers to what is usually the case, although there is no difference 
between a believing (Muslim) woman and a woman of the People of the Book in this regard, 
according to scholarly consensus. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Sa' id bin Al- 
Musayyib, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Al i bin Al-Husayn Zayn-ul-' Abidin and a group of the Salaf took 
this Ayah as evidence that divorce cannot occur unless it has been preceded by marriage, 
because Allah says, 



(When you marry believing women, and then divorce them) The marriage contract here is 
followed by divorce, which indicates that the divorce cannot be valid if it comes first. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "If someone were to say, 
* every woman I marry will ipso facto be divorced,' this does not mean anything, because Allah 
says: 



(0 you who believe! When you marry believing women, and then divorce them....)." It was also 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "Allah said, 



(When you marry believing women, and then divorce them.) Do you not see that divorce comes 
after marriage" A Hadith to the same effect was recorded from ' Amr bin Shu' ay b from his 
father from his grandfather, who said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(There is no divorce for the son of Adam with regard to that which he does not possess.) This 
was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, "This is a 
Hasan Hadith, and it is the best thing that has been narrated on this matter." It was also 
recorded by Ibn Majah from Al i and Al-Miswar bin Makhramah, may Allah be pleased with 
them, that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(There is no divorce before marriage.) 



(no " Iddah have you to count in respect of them.) This is a command on which the scholars are 
agreed, that if a woman is divorced before the marriage is consummated, she does not have to 
observe the * Iddah (prescribed period for divorce) and she may go and get married 
immediately to whomever she wishes. The only exception in this regard is a woman whose 
husband died, in which case she has to observe an " Iddah of four months and ten days even if 
the marriage was not consummated. This is also according to the consensus of the scholars. 



(So, give them a present, and set them free in a handsome manner.) The present here refersto 
something more general than half of the named dowery or a special gift that has not been 
named. Allah says: 



(And if you divorce them before you have touched (had a sexual relation with) them, and you 
have fixed unto them their due (dowery) then pay half of that) (2:237). And Allah says: 



(There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you have not touched them, nor fixed 
unto them their due (dowery). But bestow on them gift, the rich according to his means, and 
the poor according to his means, a gift of reasonable amount is a duty on the doers of good.) 
(2:236) pin Sahih Al-Bukhari, it was recorded that Sahl bin Sa d and Abu Usayd, may Allah be 
pleased with them both, said, "The Messenger of Allah married Umaymah bint Sharahil, and 
when she entered upon him he reached out his hand towards her, and it was as if she did not 
like that, so he told Abu Usayd to give her two garments." * AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said "If the dowery had been named, she would not be 
entitled to more than half, but if the dowery is not been named, he should give her a gift 
according to his means, and this isthe "handsome manner." 



(50. Prophet! Verily, We have made lawful to you your wives, to whom you have paid their 
due (dowery), and those (slaves) whom your right hand possesses -- whom Allah has given to 
you, and the daughters of your paternal uncles and the daughters of your paternal aunts and 
the daughters of your maternal uncles and the daughters of your maternal aunts who migrated 
with you, and a believing woman if she offers herself to the Prophet, and the Prophet wishesto 
marry her -- a privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers. Indeed We know what 
We have enjoined upon them about their wives and those (slaves) whom their right hands 
possess, in order that there should be no difficulty on you. And Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



The Women who are Lawful for the Prophet 

Allah says, addressing His Prophet that He has made lawful for him of women his wives to 
whom he has given the dowery, which is what is meant by "their due", which is used here, as 
was stated by Mujahid and others. The dowery which he gave to his wives was twelve and half 
x Uqiyah (measures of gold) so they all received five hundred Dirhams except for Umm Habibah 
bint Abi Sufyan, to whom An-Najashi, may Allah have mercy on him, gave four hundred Dinars 
(on behalf of the Prophet ) Safiyyah bint Huyay, whom he chose from among the prisoners of 
Khaybar, then he set her free, making her release her dowery. A similar case was that of 
Juwayriyah bint Al-Harith Al-Mustalaqiyyah -- he paid off the contract to buy her freedom from 
Thabit bin Qaysbin Shammas and married her. May Allah be pleased with them all. 



(those (slaves) whom your right hand possesses whom Allah has given to you,) means, 'the 
slave-girls whom you took from the war booty are also permitted to you.' He owned Safiyyah 
and Juwayriyah, then he manumitted them and married them, and he owned Rayhanah bint 
Sham' un An-Nadariyyah and Mariyah Al-Qibtiyyah, the mother of his son Ibrahim, upon him be 
peace; they were both among the prisoners, may Allah be pleased with them. 



(and the daughters of your paternal uncles and the daughters of your paternal aunts and the 
daughters of your maternal uncles and the daughters of your maternal aunts) This is justice 
which avoids going to either extreme, for the Christians do not marry a woman unless there are 
seven grandfathers between the man and the woman (i.e., they are very distantly related or 
not at all), and the Jews allow a man to marry his brother's daughter or his sister's daughter. So 
the pure and perfect SharTah came to cancel out the extremes of the Christians, and 
permitted marriage to the daughter of a paternal uncle or aunt, or the daughter of a maternal 
uncle or aunt, and forbade the excesses of the Jews who allowed marriage to the daughter of a 
brother or sister which is an abhorrent thing. 



(and a believing woman if she offers herself to the Prophet, and the Prophet wishes to marry 
her -- a privilege for you only,) means, x also lawful for you, Prophet, is a believing woman if 
she offers herself to you, to marry her without a dowery, if you wish to do so.' This Ayah 
includes two conditions. Imam Ahmad recorded from Sahl bin Sa' d As-Sa' idi that a woman 
came to the Messenger of Allah and said, "0 Messenger of Allah, verily, I offer myself to you 
(for marriage)." She stood there for a long time, then a man stood up and said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah, marry her to me if you do not want to marry her." The Messenger of Allah said: 



« » 

(Do you have anything that you could give to her as a dowery) He said, "I have only this 
garment of mine." The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(If you give her your garment, you will be left with no garment. Look for something.) He said, "I 
do not have anything." He said: 

« » 

(Look for something, even if it is only an iron ring.) So he looked, but he could not find 
anything. Then the Messenger of Allah said to him: 

« » 

(Do you have know anything of the Qur'an) He said, "Yes, Surah such and such and Surah and 
such," he named the Surahs. So, the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(I marry her to you with what you know of the Qur'an.) It was also recorded by (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim) from the Hadith of Malik. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a narration from his father that 
* A'ishah said: "The woman who offered herself to the Prophet was Khawlah bint Hakim." Al- 
Bukhari recorded that 'A'ishah said, "I used to feel jealous of those women who offered 
themselves to the Prophet and I said, 'Would a woman offer herself When Allah revealed the 
Ayah: 



(You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may receive whom you will. And 
whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you) I said, ~ I see that 
your Lord hastens to confirm your desires.'" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said: "The 
Messenger of Allah did not have any wife who offered herself to him. " This was recorded by Ibn 
Jarir. In other words, he did not accept any of those who offered themselves to him, even 
though they were lawful for him -- a ruling which applied to him alone. The matter was left to 
his own choice, as Allah says: 



(and if the Prophet wishes to marry her) meaning, if he chooses to do so. 



(a privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers.) ' Ikrimah said: "This means, it is 
not permissible for anyone else to marry a woman who offers herself to him; if a woman offers 
herself to a man, it is not permissible for him (to marry her) unless he gives her something." 
This was also the view of Mujahid, Ash-Sha' bi and others. In other words, if a woman offers 
herself to a man, when he consummates the marriage, he has to give her a dowery like that 
given to any other woman of her status, as the Messenger of Allah ruled in the case of Barwa' 
bint Washiq when she offered herself in marriage; the Messenger of Allah ruled that she should 
be given a dowery that was appropriate for a woman like her after her husband died. Death 
and consummation are the same with regard to the confirmation of the dowery, and the giving 
of a dowery appropriate to the woman's status in the case of those who offer themselves to 
men other than the Prophet is an established ruling. With regard to the Prophet himself, he is 
not obliged to give a dowery to a woman who offers herself to him, even if he consummated 
the marriage, because he has the right to marry without a dowery, Wali (representative) or 
witnesses, as we have seen in the story of Zaynab bint Jahsh, may Allah be pleased with her. 
Qatadah said, concerning the Ayah: 



(a privilege for you only, not for the (rest of) the believers.) no woman has the right to offer 
herself to any man without a Wali or a dowery, except to the Prophet . 



(Indeed We know what We have enjoined upon them about their wives and those (servants) 
whom their right hands possess,) Ubayy bin Ka' b, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Jarir 
said, concerning the Ayah: 



(Indeed We know what We have enjoined upon them about their wives) means, " concerning the 
limiting of their number to four free women, and whatever they wish of slave-girls, and the 
conditions of a representative, dowery and witnesses to the marriage. This is with regard to 
the Ummah (the people), but We have granted an exemption in your case and have not 
imposed any of these obligations upon you.' 



(in order that there should be no difficulty on you. And Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



(51. You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may receive whom you will. And 
whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you: that is better 
that they may be comforted and not grieved, and may all be pleased with what you give them. 
Allah knows what is in your hearts. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.) 



The Prophet hasthe Choice of either accepting or rejecting Women 

who offer Themselves to Him 

Imam Ahmad recorded that " Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, used to feel jealous of the 
women who offered themselves to the Prophet . She said, "Would a woman not feel shy to offer 
herself without any dowery" Then Allah revealed the Ayah, 



(You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may receive whom you will.) She said, "I 
think that your Lord is hastening to confirm your desire." We have already stated that Al- 
Bukhari also recorded this. This indicates that what is meant by the word: 



(postpone) is delay, and 



(whom you will of them) means, ' of those who offer themselves to you. 



(and you may receive whom you will.) means, 'whoever you wish, you may accept, and 
whoever you wish, you may decline, but with regard to those whom you decline, you have the 
choice of going back to them later on and receiving them.' Allah says: 



(And whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you (to receive 
her again).) Others said that what is meant by: 



(You can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them,) means, ' your wives: there is no sin on 
you if you stop dividing your time equally between them, and delay the turn of one of them 
and bring forward the turn of another as you wish, and you have intercourse with one and not 
another as you wish.' This was narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Abu 
Razin, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others. Nevertheless, the Prophet used to divide 
his time between them equally, hence a group of the scholars of Fiqh among the ShafT is and 
others said that equal division of time was not obligatory for him and they used this Ayah as 
their evidence. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'A'ishah said: "The Messenger of Allah used to ask 
permission of us (for changing days) after this Ayah was revealed: 



(You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may receive whom you will. And 
whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you.)" I (the narrator) 
said to her: "What did you say" She said, "I said, ' If it were up to me, I would not give 
preference to anyone with regard to you, Messenger of Allah!"' This Hadith indicates that 
what is meant in this Hadith from ' A'ishah is that it was not obligatory on him to divide his 
time equally between his wives. The first Hadith quoted from her implies that the Ayah was 
revealed concerning the women who offered themselves to him. Ibn Jarir prefered the view 
that the Ayah was general and applies both to the women who offered themselves to him and 
to the wives that he already had, and that he was given the choice whether to divide him time 
among them or not. This is a good opinion which reconciles between the Hadiths. Allah says: 



(that is better that they may be comforted and not grieved, and may all be pleased with what 
you give them.) meaning, " if they know that Allah has stated that there is no sin on you with 
regard to dividing your time. If you wish, you may divide you time and if you do not wish, you 
need not divide your time, there is no sin on you no matter which you do. Therefore if you 
divide your time between them, this will be your choice, and not a duty that is enjoined upon 
you, so they will feel happy because of that and will recognize your favor towards them in 
sharing your time equally among them and being fair to all of them.' 



(Allah knows what is in your hearts.) means, 'He knows that you are more inclined towards 
some of them than others, which you cannot avoid.' Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Aishah said: 
"The Messenger of Allah used to divide his time between his wives fairly and treat them 
equally, then he said: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, I have done as much as I can with regard to what is under my control, so do not blame 
me for that which is under Your control and not mine.)" It was also recorded by the four Sunan 
compilers. After the words "so do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not 
mine," Abu Dawud's report addsthe phrase: 

« » 

(So do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not mine.) meaning matters of 
the heart. Its chain of narration is Sahih, and all the men in its chain are reliable. Then this 
phrase is immediately followed by the words, 



(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,) i.e., of innermost secrets, 



(Most Forbearing.) meaning, He overlooks and forgives. 



(52. It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor to change them for other 
wives even though their beauty attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses. 
And Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things.) 



The Reward of His Wives for choosing to stay with the Messenger 

More than one of the scholars, such as Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ibn 
Jarir and others stated that this Ayah was revealed as a reward to the wives of the Prophet 
expressing Allah's pleasure with them for their excellent decision in choosing Allah and His 
Messenger and the Home of the Hereafter, when the Messenger of Allah , gave them the 
choice, as we have stated above. When they chose the Messenger of Allah their reward was 
that Allah restricted him to these wives, and forbade him to marry anyone else or to change 
them for other wives, even if he was attracted by their beauty -- apart from slave-girls and 
prisoners of war, with regard to whom there was no sin on him. Then Allah lifted the restriction 
stated in this Ayah and permitted him to marry more women, but he did not marry anyone 
else, so that the favor of the Messenger of Allah towards them would be clear. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that " A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "The Messenger of Allah did not 
die until Allah permitted (marriage to other) women for him." It was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i in their Sunans. On the other hand, others said that what was meant by 
the Ayah, 



(It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this,) means, 'after the description We 
have given of the women who are lawful for you, those to whom you have given their dowery, 
those whom your right hand possesses, and daughters of your paternal uncles and aunts, 
maternal uncles and aunts, and those who offer themselves to you in marriage -- other kinds of 
women are not lawful for you.' This view was narrated from Ubayy bin Ka' b, from Mujahid in 
one report which was transmitted from him, and others. At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn ' Abbas 
said: "The Messenger of Allah was forbidden to marry certain kinds of women apart from 
believing women who had migrated with him, in the Ayah, 



(It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor to change them for other wives 
even though their beauty attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses.) Allah has 
made lawful believing women, and believing women who offered themselves to the Prophet for 



marriage, and He made unlawful every woman who followed a religion other than Islam, as 
Allah says: 



(And whosoever disbelieves in faith, then fruitless is his work) (5:5). Ibn Jarir, may Allah have 
mercy on him, stated that this Ayah is general in meaning and applies to all the kinds of women 
mentioned and the women to whom he was married, who were nine. What he said is good, and 
may be what many of the Salaf meant, for many of them narrated both views from him, and 
there is no contradiction between the two. And Allah knows best. 



(nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty attracts you, ) He was forbidden 
to marry more women, even if he were to divorce any of them and wanted replace her with 
another, except for those whom his right hand possessed (slave women). 



(53. you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless permission is given to you for a 
meal, (and then) not (so early as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter, 
and when you have taken your meal, disperse without sitting for a talk. Verily, such (behavior) 
annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of (asking) you (to go); but Allah is not shy of (telling you) 
the truth. And when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask them from behind a screen, 
that is purer for your hearts and for their hearts. And it is not (right) for you that you should 
annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, 
with Allah that shall be an enormity.) (54. Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, 
Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything.) 



The Etiquette of entering the Houses of the Prophet and the 

Command of Hi jab 

This isthe Ayah of Hijab, which includes several legislative rulings and pointsof etiquette. This 
is one of the cases where the revelation confirmed the opinion of " Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, as it was reported in the Two Sahihs that he said: "My view 
coincided with that of my Lord in three things. I said, '0 Messenger of Allah, why do you not 
take Maqam Ibrahim as a place of prayer' Then Allah revealed: 



(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer) (2:125) And I said, 
* Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral people enter upon your wives, so why do 
you not screen them' Then Allah revealed the Ayah of Hijab. And I said to the wives of the 
Prophet when they conspired against him out of jealousy, 



(It may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him instead of you, wives better than 
you) (66:5), and this is what Allah revealed." In a report recorded by Muslim, the prisoners of 
Badr are mentioned, and this is a fourth matter (in which the view of ' Umar coincided with 
that of his Lord). Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: "" Umar bin Al-Khattab said: * 
Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral people enter upon you, so why not instruct the 
Mothers of the believers to observe Hijab' Then Allah revealed the Ayah of Hijab." Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "When the Messenger of 
Allah married Zaynab bint Jahsh, he invited the people to eat, then they sat talking. When he 
wanted to get up, they did not get up. When he saw that, he got up anyway, and some of them 
got up, but three people remained sitting. The Prophet wanted to go in, but these people were 
sitting, then they got up and went away. I came and told the Prophet that they had left, then 



he came and entered. I wanted to follow him, but he put the screen between me and him. 
Then Allah revealed, 



(0 you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless permission is given to you for a 
meal, (and then) not (so early as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter, 
and when you have taken your meal, disperse...)" Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere. It 
was also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. Then Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: 
"The Prophet married Zaynab bint Jahsh with (a wedding feast of) meat and bread. I sent 
someone to invite people to the feast, and some people came and ate, then left. Then another 
group came and ate, and left. I invited people until there was no one left to invite. I said, ' 
Messenger of Allah, I cannot find anyone else to invite.' He said, 

« » 

(Take away the food.) There were three people left who were talking in the house. The 
Prophet went out until he came to the apartment of ' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, 
and he said, 



« » 

(May peace be upon you, members of the household, and the mercy and blessings of Allah.) She 
said, " And upon you be peace and the mercy of Allah. How did you find your (new) wife, 
Messenger of Allah May Allah bless you.' He went round to the apartments of all his wives, and 
spoke with them as he had spoken with 'A'ishah, and they spoke as' A'ishah had spoken. Then 
the Prophet came back, and those three people were still talking in the house. The Prophet 
was extremely shy, so he went out and headed towards ' Aishah's apartment. I do not know 
whether I told him or someone else told him when the people had left, so he came back, and 
when he was standing with one foot over the threshold and the other foot outside, he placed 
the curtain between me and him, and the Ayah of Hijab was revealed." This was recorded only 
by Al-Bukhari among the authors of the 9x Books, apart from An-Nasa'i, in Al-Yaum wal-Laylah. 



(Enter not the Prophet's houses,) the believers were prohibited from entering the houses of the 
Messenger of Allah without permission, as they used to do during the Jahiliyyah and at the 
beginning of Islam, until Allah showed His jealousy over this Ummah and commanded them to 
seek permission. This is a sign of His honoring this Ummah. Hence the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 



(Beware of entering upon women...) Then Allah makes an exception, when He says: 



(unless permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early as) to wait for its 
preparation.) Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: "This means, without waiting for the food to 
be prepared." In other words, do not watch the food as it is being cooked to see if it is nearly 
ready, then come and enter the house, because this is one of the things that Allah dislikes and 
condemns. This indicates that it is forbidden to watch out for food being prepared, which is 
what the Arabs called Tatfil (being an uninvited guest). Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi wrote a book 
condemning those who watch out for food being prepared, and mentioned more things about 
this topic than we can quote here. Then Allah says: 



(But when you are invited, enter, and when you have taken your meal, disperse) In Sahih 
Muslim it is recorded that Ibn ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When anyone of you invites his bother, let him respond, whether it is for a wedding or for any 
other reason.)" Allah says: 



(without sitting for a talk.) meaning, as those three people did who stayed behind and chatted, 
and forgot themselves to such an extent that this caused inconvenience for the Messenger of 
Allah as Allah says: 



(Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of (asking) you (to go);) It was said 
that what was meant was, your entering his houses without permission causes him 
inconvenience and annoyance, but he did not like to forbid them to do so because he felt too 
shy,' until Allah revealed that this was forbidden. Allah says: 



(but Allah is not shy of (telling you) the truth.) meaning, 'this is why He is forbidding and 
prohibiting you from doing that.' Then Allah says: 



(And when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask them from behind a screen,) 
meaning, 'just as it is forbidden for you to enter upon them, it is forbidden for you to look at 
them at all. If anyone of you has any need to take anything from them, he should not look at 
them, but he should ask for whatever he needs from behind a screen.' 



Prohibition of annoying the Messenger and the Statement that His 
Wives are Unlawful for the Muslims 



(And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever 
marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.) Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said concerning the Ayah; 



(And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah's Messenger,) "This was revealed 
concerning a man who wanted to marry one of the wives of the Prophet after he died. A man 
said to Sufyan, 'Was it ' A'ishah' He said, 'That is what they said.'" This was also stated by 
Muqatil bin Hayyan and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. He also reported with his chain of 
narration from As-Suddi that the one who wanted to do this was Talhah bin ' Ubaydullah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, until this Ayah was revealed forbidding that. Hence the scholars 
were unanimous in stating that it was forbidden for anyone to marry any of the women who 
were married to the Messenger of Allah at the time when he died, because they are his wives in 
this world and in the Hereafter, and they are the Mothers of the believers, as stated 
previously. Allah regarded that as a very serious matter, and issued the sternest of warnings 
against it, as He said: 



(Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.) Then He said: 



(Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is Ever All-Knower of everything.) 
meaning, 'whatever you conceal in your innermost thoughts, it is not hidden from Him at all.' 



(Allah knowsthe fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.) (40:19). 



(55. It is no sin on them before their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their brother's 
sons, or the sons of their sisters, or their own (believing) women, or their (female) slaves. And 
(0 ladies) haveTaqwaof Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever All -Witness over everything.) 



Relatives before Whom a Woman does not need to observe Hijab 

When Allah commands women to observe Hijab in front of men to whom they are not related, 
He explains who are the relatives before whom they do not need to observe Hijab. This is like 
the exceptions stated in Surat An-Nur, where Allah says: 



(And not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or their fathers, or their 
husbands' fathers, or their sons, or their husbands' sons, or their brothers, or their brothers' 
sons, or their sisters' sons, or their women, or their right hand possessions, or the Tabi'in 
among men who do not have desire, or small children who are not aware of the nakedness of 
women.) (24:31). The Ayah contains more detail than this, which we have already discussed in 
the Tafsir of the Ayah and do not need to repeat here. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ash-Sha' bi and 
* Ikrimah said concerning the Ayah, 



(It is no sin on them before their fathers...) I said, "What about the paternal uncle and the 
maternal uncle -- why are they not mentioned" He said: "Because they may describe her to 
their sons, so it is disliked for a woman to remove her covering in front of her paternal uncle or 
maternal uncle." 



(or their own women,) means that they do not have to observe Hijab in front of other believing 
women. 



(or their (female) slaves.) Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said: "This means female slaves only." This was 
recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(And (0 ladies) have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever All-Witness over everything.) means, 
and fear Him in private and in public, for He witnesses all things and nothing is hidden from 
Him, so think of the One Who is always watching. 



(56. Allah sends His Salah on the Prophet, and also His angels (do so). O you who believe! Send 
your Salah on him, and greet him with Taslim.) 



The Command to say Salah upon the Prophet 

Al-Bukhari said: "Abu AI-" Aliyah said: "Allah's Salah is His praising him before the angels, and 
the Salah of the angels is their supplication." Ibn 'Abbas said: "They send blessings." Abu ' Isa 
At-Tirmidhi said: "This was narrated from Sufyan Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: 'The 
Salah of the Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking forgiveness. There are 
Mutawatir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah commanding us to send blessings on 
him and how we should say Salah upon him. We will mention as many of them as we can, if 
Allah wills, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek. In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Ka' b bin * Ujrah said, "It was said, ' Messenger of Allah, with regard to sending 
Salam upon you, we know about this, but how about Salah' He said: 

: » 



« 

(Say: "0 Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You 
sent Your Salah upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as 
You sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious.")" Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abi Layla said that Ka' b bin 'Ujrah met him and 
said, "Shall I not give you a gift The Messenger of Allah came out to us and we said, ' O 
Messenger of Allah! We know how to send Salam upon you, but how can we send Salah' He said: 



» 



« 



(Say: "0 Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You 
sent Your Salah upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as 
You sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious.")" This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books with different chains of 
narration. 



Another Hadith 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "We said, 
' Messenger of Allah, this is the Salam upon you, but how do we send Salah upon you' He said: 



» 



« 

(Say: "0 Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad, Your servant and Messenger, as You sent Your 
Salah upon the family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family 
of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim.")" Abu Salih narrated that 
Layth said: 



» 



« 



(Upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad as You sent Your blessings upon the 
family of Ibrahim.) Ibrahim bin Hamzah told that, Ibn Abi Hazim and Ad-Darawardi told, that 
Yazid, i.e., Ibn Al-Had said: 



» 



« 

(As You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad and the family 
of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim.) This was 
also recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 

Another Had it h 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Humayd As-Sa' idi that they said: "O Messenger of Allah, how 
can we send Salah upon you" He said, 

: » 



« 

(Say: "0 Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and his wives and offspring, as You sent Your 
Salah upon Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad and his wives and offspring, as 
You sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious.")" It was also recorded by the rest of the Group, apart from At-Tirmidhi. 



Another Had it h 

Muslim recorded that Abu Mas' ud Al-Ansari said: "We came to the Messenger of Allah and we 
were with Sa' d bin ' Ubadah. Bashir bin Sa' d said to him, 'Allah has commanded us to send 
Salah upon you, Messenger of Allah. How can we send Salah upon you' The Messenger of Allah 
remained quiet for so long that we wished that he had not asked him, then the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Say: "0 Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You 
sent Your Salah upon the family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad and upon 
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim among all 
people, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious." And the Salam is as you know.)" This 
was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is 
Hasan Sahih." 

Saying Salah upon the Prophet before the Supplication 

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi reported the following Hadith and graded it Sahih; 
An-Nasa'i, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded in their Sahihs that Fadalah bin ' Ubayd, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah heard a man making supplication 
in his prayer when he had not praised Allah or said Salah upon the Prophet . The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



« » 



(This man is rushing.) Then he called him over and said, to him or to someone else, 

» 



« 

(When any one of you supplicates, let him start by praising and glorifying Allah, may He be 
exalted, then let him send Salah upon the Prophet, and after that let him make supplication as 
he wishes.)" 

The Virtue of saying Salah upon the Prophet 

Another Hadith At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ubayy bin Ka' b said: "When two thirds of the night 
had passed, the Messenger of Allah would get up and say, 

» 



« 



(0 people, remember Allah, remember Allah, the first blast of the Trumpet has come and will 
be followed by the second blast, death has come with all its horrors, death has come with all 
its horrors.)" Ubayy said, "I said, '0 Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of Salah upon you, how 
much of my prayer should be Salah upon you' He said, 



« » 

(Whatever you want.) I said, ' A quarter' He said, 

« » 

(Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, ' Half He said, 

« » 

(Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, 'Two thirds' He 
said, 



« » 

(Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, " Should I make my 
whole prayer for you' He said, 

« » 

(This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you forgiveness of your sins.)" Then 
he said: "This is a Hasan Hadith." 



Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah said that the Messenger of Allah came one day looking 
happy. They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, we see that you look happy." He said, 



» 



« 



(The angel came to me and told me, "0 Muhammad, would it not please you if your Lord, may 
He be glorified, says: x No member of your Ummah sends Salah upon you but I send Salah upon 
him tenfold, and no member of your Ummah sends greetings of Salam upon you but I send 
greetings of Salam upon him tenfold'" I said, "Of course.") This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i. 



Another Chain of Narration 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah Al-Ansari said: "One morning the Messenger of Allah was 
in a cheerful mood and looked happy. They said, * Messenger of Allah, this morning you are in 
a cheerful mood and look happy.' He said, 



» 



« 

(Of course just now someone an angel came to me from my Lord and said, "Whoever among 
your Ummah sends Salah upon you, Allah will record for him ten good deeds and will erase for 
him ten evil deeds, and will raise his status by ten degrees, and will return his greeting with 
something similar to it.")" This is also a good chain, although they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did 
not report it. 

Another Had it h 

Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Whoever sends one Salah upon me, Allah will send ten upon him.) At-Tirmidhi said: "This is a 
Sahih Hasan Hadith. On the same topic, narrations come from ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf, ' Amir 
bin Rabr ah, x Ammar, Abu Talhah, Anas and Ubayy bin Ka* b." 



Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(Send Salah upon me, for this is Zakah for you, and ask Allah to grant me Al-Wasilah, for it is a 
position in the highest part of Paradise which only one man will attain, and I hope that I will be 
the one.) This was recorded only by Ahmad 

Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Husayn bin ' Ali said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 



(The miser is the one in whose presence I am mentioned, then he does not send Salah upon 
me.) Abu Sa' id said: 



« » 



(...and he does not send Salah upon me.) This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who then said: 
"This Hadith is Hasan Gharib, Sahih." 



Another Hadith 

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(May he be humiliated, the man in whose presence I am mentioned and he does not send Salah 
upon me; may he be humiliated, the man who sees the month of Ramadan come and go, and he 
is not forgiven; may he be humiliated, the man whose parents live to old age and they do not 
cause him to be granted admittance to Paradise.)" Then he (At-Tirmidhi) said: "Hasan Gharib." 



Occasions for saying Salah upon Him 

It is reported that we should send blessings upon him on many occasions, such as following the 
call to prayer, as in the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from 'Abdullah bin " Amr bin Al-' As, 
who said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 

(When you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, then send Salah upon me, for whoever 
sends Salah upon me, Allah will send Salah upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me Al- 
Wasilah, which is a status in Paradise to which only one of the servants of Allah will be 
entitled, and I hope that I will be the one. Whoever asks Allah for Al-Wasilah for me, it will be 
permitted for me to intercede for him.) This was recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi 
and An-Nasa'i. Other occasions when we should send Salah upon the Prophet include when 
entering or exiting the Masjid, because of the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from Fatimah, 
the daughter of the Messenger of Allah who said: "When the Messenger of Allah entered the 
Masjid, he would send Salah and Salam upon Muhammad, and say, 

» 

« 

(0 Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of Your mercy) When he exited, he 
would send Salah and Salam upon Muhammad, and say, 

» 

« 

(0 Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of Your bounty.)" We should also send 
Salah upon him during the Funeral prayer. The Sunnah is to recite Surat Al-Fatihah following 
the first Takbir, to send Salah upon the Prophet during the second Takbir, to make supplication 
for the deceased during the third Takbir, and in the fourth Takbir to say, "0 Allah, do not 
deprive us of his reward, and do not test us after him." Ash-ShafT i, may Allah have mercy on 
him, recorded that Abu Umamah bin Sahl bin Hunayf was told by one of the Companions of the 
Prophet that the Sunnah in the funeral prayer is for the Imam to pronounce the Takbir, then to 
recite Surat Al-Fatihah silently after the first Takbir, then to send Salah upon the Prophet then 
to offer sincere supplication for the deceased, but not to recite any Qur'an in any of the 
Takbirs, then to conclude by saying Salam silently. An-Nasa'i also recorded this from Abu 
Umamah, who said, "This is from the Sunnah," and he mentioned it. According to the correct 
view, such a statement reported from a Companion carries the ruling of Marfu' 

It is recommended to conclude supplications with Salah upon the 

Prophet . 

At-Tirmidhi recorded that x Umar bin Al-Khattab said: "A supplication remains suspended 
between heaven and earth and does not ascend any further until you send Salah upon your 
Prophet." This was also narrated by Mu* adh bin Al-Harith from Abu Qurrah from Sa' id bin Al- 
Musayyib from ' Umar, as a saying of the Prophet . It was also recorded by Razin bin Mu' awiyah 
in his book, where he also attributed it to the Prophet reporting that he said: 



» 



« 

(A supplication remains suspended between heaven and earth and does not ascend any further 
until a person sends Salah on me. Do not treat me like a spare water container, send Salah 
upon me at the beginning of your supplication, at the end and in the middle.) hSending Salah 
upon the Prophet is even more strongly encouraged in the Qunut supplication. Ahmad, the 
Sunan compilers, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim recorded that Al-Hasan bin Al i , 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah taught me some words to say 
during Al-Witr: 



» 



« 

("0 Allah, guide me along with those whom You have guided, grant me health along with those 
to whom You have granted health, be an ally to me along with those to whom You are an ally, 
and bless me for that which You have bestowed. Protect me from the evil You have decreed, 
for verily You decree and none can decree over You. Verily, he whom You show allegiance to is 
never abased and he whom You take as an enemy is never honored and mighty, our Lord, 
blessed and Exalted are You.")" In his Sunan, An-Nasa'i hasthe addition, 

« » 

("and may Allah bless Muhammad.") at the end of this Qunut. It is also recommended to say 
plenty of Salah upon him on Friday and on the eve of Friday. Imam Ahmad recorded that Aws 
bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(One of the best of your days is Friday; on this day Adam was created and died, on this day the 
Trumpet (Sur) will be blown and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of Salah 
upon me, for your Salah will be presented to me.) They said, '0 Messenger of Allah, how will 
they be shown to you after your body has dispersed into the earth' He said, 

» 

« 

(Allah has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the Prophets. )" This was also recorded 
by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah, and it was graded Sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban, 
Ad-Daraqutni and An-Nawawi in Al-Adhkar. 



(57. Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed them in this world and 
in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating torment.) (58. And those who annoy 
believing men and women undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.) 



Whoever annoys Allah and His Messenger , is cursed in this World 

and the Hereafter Here, 

Allah warns and threatens those who annoy Him by going against His commands and doing that 
which He has forbidden, and who persist in doing so, and those who annoy His Messenger by 
accusing him of having faults or shortcomings-- Allah forbid. " Ikrimah said that the Ayah: 



(Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,) was revealed concerning those who make 
pictures or images. In The Two Sahihs, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah says: "The son of Adam annoys Me by inveighing against time, but I am time, for I cause 
the alternation of night and day.")" The meaning of this Hadith is that in the Jahiliyyah they 
used to say, "How bad time is, it has done such and such to us!" They used to attribute the 
deeds of Allah to time, and inveigh against it, but the One Who did that was Allah, may He be 
exalted. So, He forbade them from this. AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said that the Ayah, 



(Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, ) was revealed about those who slandered 
the Prophet over his marriage to Safiyyah bint Huyay bin Akhtab. The Ayah appears to be 
general in meaning and to apply to all those who annoy him in any way, because whoever 
annoys him annoys Allah, just as whoever obeys him obeys Allah. 



The Threat to Those Who fabricate Slander 



(And those who annoy believing men and women undeservedly,) means, they attribute to them 
things of which they are innocent, which they do not know and do not do. 



(they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.) This is the most serious slander, to tell or 
transmit things about the believing men and women that they have not done, in order to bring 
shame upon them and accuse them of shortcomings. Among those to whom the description 
most applies are those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, followed by the Rafidites 
who accuse the Companions of shortcomings and faults of which Allah has stated that they are 
innocent, and describe them as the opposite of what Allah has said about them. Allah, may He 
be exalted, has told us that He is pleased with the Migrants and Ansar, and has praised them, 
but these foolish and ignorant people inveigh against them and accuse them of shortcomings, 
and say things about them that they did not do and could never have done. In reality, their 



hearts are misguided, for they condemn those who deserve praise and praise those who 
deserve condemnation. Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that it was said: "0 
Messenger of Allah, what is backbiting (Ghibah)" He said, 



« » 



(It is when you mention something about your brother that he dislikes. ) It was asked, "But 
what if what I say about my brother is true" He said, 



» 



« 



(If it istrue, then you have committed backbiting (Ghibah) about him, and if it is not true, then 
you have slandered him.) This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih." 



(59. Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to draw 
their Jalabib over their bodies. That will be better that they should be known so as not to be 
annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (60. If the hypocrites and those in 
whose hearts is a disease, and those who spread false news among the people in Al-Madinah 
stop not, We shall certainly let you overpower them, then they will not be able to stay in it as 
your neighbors but a little while.) (61. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, and 
killed with a (terrible) slaughter.) (62. That was the way of Allah in the case of those who 
passed away of old, and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.) 



The Command of Hi jab 

Here Allah tells His Messenger to command the believing women -- especially his wives and 
daughters, because of their position of honor -- to draw their Jilbabsover their bodies, so that 
they will be distinct in their appearance from the women of the Jahiliyyah and from slave 
women. The Jilbab is a Rida', worn over the Khimar. This was the view of Ibn Mas' ud, 
x Ubaydah, Qatadah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, 'Ata' Al- 
Khurasani and others. It is like the Izar used today. Al-Jawhari said: "The Jilbab is the outer 
wrapper. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said that Allah commanded the believing 
women, when they went out of their houses for some need, to cover their faces from above 
their heads with the Jilbab, leaving only one eye showing. Muhammad bin Srin said, "I asked 
x Ubaydah As-Salmani about the Ayah: 



(to draw their Jalabib over their bodies.) He covered his face and head, with just his left eye 
showing." 



(That will be better that they should be known so as not to be annoyed. ) means, if they do 
that, it will be known that they are free, and that they are not servants or whores. 



(And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) means, with regard to what happened 
previously during the days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have any knowledge about this. 



A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites 

Then Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who make an outward display of faith 
while concealing their disbelief, 



(those in whose hearts is a disease,) ' Ikrimah and others said that this refers to adulterers in 
this instance. 



(and those who spread false news among the people in Al-Madinah) means, those who say that 
the enemy has come and war has started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless they give up 
these actions and return to the truth, 



(We shall certainly let you overpower them,) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"We will give you power over them." Qatadah said: "We will incite you against them." As-Suddi 
said: "We will inform you about them." 



(then they will not be able to stay in it) means, in Al-Madinah, 



(but a little while. Accursed...) Mhis describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah for this 
short time before they are expelled and sent far away.' 



(they shall be seized wherever found,) means, Mhey will be attacked, because they are so 
weak and so few,' 



(and killed with a (terrible) slaughter.) Then Allah says: 



(That was the way of Allah in the case of those who passed away of old,) meaning, this is how 
Allah dealt with the hypocrites when they persisted in hypocrisy and disbelief and did not give 
it up; He incited the believers against them and caused them to prevail over them. 



(and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.) means, the way in which Allah deals 
with this does not alter or change. 



(63. People ask you concerning the Hour, say: "The knowledge of it is with Allah only. What do 
you know It may be that the Hour is near!") (64. Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and 
has prepared for them a flaming Fire.) (65. Wherein they will abide forever, and they will find 
neither a a protector nor a helper.) (66. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the 
Fire, they will say: "Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger.") (67. And 
they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us 
from the way.") (68. "Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them with a mighty 
curse!") 

No One knows when the Day of Resurrection will come except Allah 

Here Allah tells His Messenger that he cannot know when the Hour will come, and if people ask 
him about that, He instructs him to refer the matter to Allah, may He be exalted, as Allah says 
in Surat Al-A* raf, even though that was revealed in Makkah and this Surah was revealed in Al- 
Madinah. Allah continues to tell him to refer this matter to the One Who knows about it, but 
He tells him that it is at hand, as He says: 



(What do you know It may be that the Hour is near!) This is like the Ayat: 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder.) 54:1 



(Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn away in heedlessness.) 21 :1 



(The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek not to hasten it) 16:1 . 

The Curse on the Disbelievers and its Eternity and their Regret 

Then Allah says: 



(Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers,) means, He has distanced them from His mercy. 



(and has prepared for them a flaming Fire (Hell).) means, in the Hereafter, e 



(Wherein they will abide forever,) means, they will stay there forever and ever, never leaving 
or finding relief from it. 



(and they will find neither a a protector nor a helper.) means, they will have no saviour to help 
them or rescue them from their predicament. Then Allah says: 



(On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire, they will say: "Oh, would that we 
had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger.") means, they will be dragged into the Fire on 
their faces and their faces will be contorted in Hell, and in that state they will wish that they 
had been among those who had obeyed Allah and His Messenger in this world. Allah describes 
how they will be in the Hereafter: 



(And the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he will say: "Oh! Would that I had 
taken a path with the Messenger. Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so-and-so as an 
intimate friend! He indeed led me astray from the Reminder after it had come to me. And 
Shaytan isto man ever a deserter in the hour of need.") (25:27-29) 



(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) (15:2) And here 
too, Allah tells us that when they are in this state, they will wish that they had obeyed Allah 
and His Messenger in this world: 



(And they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled 
us from the way.") Tawus said: " 'Our chiefs' means their nobles and 'our great ones' means 
their scholars." 



(Our Lord! Give them double torment) means, ' for their disbelief and because they mislead us.' 
Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded from Abu RafT that among the names of those who fought 
with 'AM, may Allah be pleased with him, was Al-Hajjaj bin ' Amr bin Ghaziyah, and he was the 
one who, when they met, said; "0 people of the Ansar! Do you want to say when we meet our 
Lord: 



(Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the way. 
Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them with a mighty curse!)" 



(69. you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Musa, but Allah cleared him of that 
which they alleged, and he was honorable before Allah.) 



The Fabrications of the Jews against Musa 

Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book of Hadiths about the Prophets, that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Musa, peace be upon him, was a shy and modest man who would never show anything of his 
skin because of his shyness. Some of the Children of Israel annoyed him by saying: "He only 
keeps himself covered because of some defect in his skin, either leprosy or scrotal hernia or 
some other defect." Allah, may He be glorified, wanted to clear Musa, peace be upon him, of 
what they were saying. One day Musa was alone, so he took off his garment and put it on a 
rock, then he took a bath. When he had finished, he turned back to pick up his garment, but 
the rock moved away, taking his garment with it. Musa picked up his stick and chased the rock, 
saying, "My garment, rock! My garment, rock!" Until he reached a group of the Children of 
Israel, who saw him naked and found that he was the best of those whom Allah had created. 
Thus he was cleared of what they had said about him. Then the rock stood still, so he took his 
garment and put it on. He started hitting the rock with his stick, and by Allah, the marks of 
that beating were left on the rock, three or four or five. This is what is referred to in the Ayah: 
(0 you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Musa, but Allah cleared him of that which 
they alleged, and he was honorable before Allah.)) This Hadith is one of those which were 
recorded by Al-Bukhari but not Muslim. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah (bin Mas' ud) 
said: "One day, the Messenger of Allah distributed some booty and a man among the Ansar said, 
'This division was not done for the sake of Allah.' I said, ' O enemy of Allah! I am going to tell 
the Messenger of Allah what you have said.' 3d, I told the Prophet about it. His face reddened 
and he said, 



» 



« 



(May Allah have mercy on Musa. He was annoyed with worse than this, yet he remained 
patient.)" This was recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



(and he was honorable before Allah. ) means, he had a position of status and honor before his 
Lord, may He be exalted and glorified. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "His supplications would be 



answered by Allah." Some of them said that part of his great standing before Allah was that he 
interceded for his brother Harun, asking Allah to send him with him as a Messenger, and Allah 
granted his request and said: 



(And We granted him his brother Harun, (also) a Prophet, out of Our mercy.) (19:53) 



(70. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and speak (always) the truth.) (71. He will direct 
you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and 
His Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.) 



The Command to the Believers to have Taqwa and speak the Truth 

Here Allah commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him, worshipping Him as if they can see 
Him, and to 



(speak (always) the truth.) meaning, to speak in a straightforward manner, with no 
crookedness or distortion. He promises them that if they do that, He will reward them by 
making their deeds righteous, i.e., enabling them to do righteous deeds, and He will forgive 
them their past sins. With regard to whatever sins they may commit in the future, He will 
inspire them to repent from them. Then He says: 



(And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.) 
meaning, he will be saved from the fire of Hell and will enjoy everlasting delights (in Paradise). 



(72. Truly, We did offer the Amanah to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but they 
declined to bear it and were afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.) 
(73. So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, and the men and women who 
are idolators. And Allah will pardon the believers, men and women. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



How Man bore the Amanah 

Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Al-Amanah means obedience. This was offered to them 
before it was offered to Adam, and they could not bear it. Then Allah said to Adam: ' I have 
offered the Amanah to the heavens and the earth and the mountains, and they could not bear 
it. Will you take it on' He said, ' Lord, what does it involve' He said, " If you do good, you will 
be rewarded, and if you do evil, you will be punished.' So Adam took the Amanah and bore it, 
and this is what is referred to in the Ayah: 



(But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.)" 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Al-Amanah means Al-Fara'id (the obligatory duties). Allah offered them to the 
heavens and the earth and the mountains, (on the grounds that) if they fulfilled them, He 
would reward them; and if they failed, He would punish them. But they did not want to do 
that, and they were afraid of it, not because their intention was sinful, but because of their 
respect for the religion of Allah, in case they could not fulfill the obligations involved. Then 
Allah offered it to Adam, and he accepted it with all that it entailed. This is what is referred to 
in the Ayah: 



(But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant. ) meaning, he underestimated the 
command of Allah." This was also the view of Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri and others that Al-Amanah means Al-Fara'id. Others said that it meant obedience. Al- 
A' mash narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masruq that Ubayy bin Ka' b said: "Part of Al-Amanah 
means that woman was entrusted with her own chastity." Qatadah said: "Al-Amanah means 
religion, obligatory duties and prescribed punishments." Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam 
said: "Al-Amanah means three things: prayer, fasting and performing Ghusl to cleanse oneself 
from sexual impurity." There is no contradiction between all of these views; they are all in 
agreement and all refer to responsibility and the acceptance of commands and prohibitions 
with their attendant conditions, which is that the one who fulfills this responsibility, will be 
rewarded; while the one who neglects it, will be punished. Man accepted this despite the fact 
that he is weak, ignorant and unjust --except for those whom Allah helps, and Allah is the One 



Whose help we seek. One of the reports which deal with Al-Amanah is the Hadith recorded by 
Imam Ahmad from Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "The Messenger of 
Allah told us two Hadiths, one of which I have seen and the other I am still waiting to see. He 
told us that Al-Amanah is deeply rooted in the heart of man, then the Qur'an was revealed and 
they know it from the Qur'an and from the Sunnah. Then he told us that Al-Amanah will be 
taken away. He said, 

» 



« 

. (A man may sleep and Al-Amanah will be taken from his heart, leaving nothing but a trace 
like a blister left by a coal if you were to roll it over your leg -- you will see it protruding but 
there is nothing inside.) Then he took a pebble and rolled it over his leg, then he said: 

» 



« 



(Then the people will start buying and selling, and hardly anyone will be paying attention to Al- 
Amanah, until it will be said that among the tribe of so-and-so there is a trustworthy man, and 
it will said of a man, ' how strong he is, how nice and how wise,' and there is not even a 
mustard seed of faith in his heart.) No doubt, there came upon me a time when I did not mind 
dealing (bargaining) with anyone of you, for if he was a Muslim, his Islam would compel him to 
pay me what is due to me, and if he was a Christian, or Jew, the Muslim official would compel 
him to pay me what is due to me, but today, I do not deal except with such and such person 
among you." It was also recorded in the Two Sahihsfrom the Hadith of Al-A* mash. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There are four things, if you attain them, then whatever you miss in this world will not 
matter: preserving trust, speaking the truth, being of good character and moderation in 
eating.) 

The Result of taking on the Amanah 



(So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women, and the men and women who are 
idolators.) means, because the sons of Adam have undertaken to fulfill the Amanah, which 
means duties, Allah will punish the men and women among them who are hypocrites, who are 
those who make an outward display of faith because they fear the believers, but in their hearts 
they conceal disbelief and in fact are followers of the disbelievers. 



(and the men and women who are idolators.) these are the ones who both outwardly and 
inwardly associate others in worship with Allah and go against His Messengers. 



(And Allah will pardon the believers, men and women.) means, He will show mercy to the 
believers among mankind, who believe in Allah and in His angels, Books and Messengers, and 
who obey Him. 



(And Allah is Ever Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This is end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Ahzab. 
Allah's is the praise and thanks. 



The Tafsir of Surah Saba 

(Chapter - 34) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 
earth. His is all praise in the Hereafter, and He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware.) (2. He knows 
that which goes into the earth and that which comes forth from it, and that which descends 
from the heaven and that which ascendsto it. And He isthe Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving.) 

All Praise and the Knowledge of the Unseen belong to Allah Alone 

Allah tells us that all praise belongs to Him alone in this world and in the Hereafter, because 
He is the Giver and Bestower who gives to the people of this world and the Hereafter, the 
Sovereign and Controller of all. Allah says: 



(And He is Allah; none has the right to be worshipped but He, all praise is due to Him (both) in 
the first (i.e., in this world) and in the last (the Hereafter). And for Him isthe decision, and to 
Him shall you (all) be returned.) (28:70). Allah says: 



(All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth.) meaning, all of it is His dominion and is enslaved by Him and subject to His control, as 
Allah says: 



(And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first (this world)) (92:13). Then Allah 
says: 



(His is all praise in the Hereafter,) for He is the One Who will be worshipped forever and 
praised for eternity. 



and He is the All-Wise, means, in all that He says and does, legislates and decrees. 



the All-Aware, from Whom nothing at all is hidden or concealed. MaOlik narrated that Az-Zuhri 
said, He is All-Aware of His creation, All-Wise in His commands. AllaOh says: 



(He knows that which goes into the earth and that which comes forth from it,) meaning, He 
knows the number of raindrops that sink into the depths of the earth, and the seeds that have 
been sown, and the things that are hidden in it, and He knows what comes forth from that, 
how many they are, how they grow and what they look like. 



(and that which descends from the heaven) means, of raindrops and provision, and what 
ascends into it, i.e., righteous deeds and other things. 



(And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving.) means, He is Most Merciful to His servants; He 
does not hasten to punish them, and He forgives the sins of those who repent to Him and put 
their trust in Him. 



(3. Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to us." Say: "Yes, by my Lord, the All- 
Knower of the Unseen, it will come to you; not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than 
that or greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the earth but it is in a Clear Book.") 
(4. That He may recompense those who believe and do righteous good deeds. Those, theirs is 
forgiveness and generous provision.) (5. But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them 
-- those, for them will be a severe painful torment.) (6. And those who have been given 
knowledge see that what is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides to 
the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.) 

The Hour will come so that each Person will be rewarded or 
punished in accordance with His Deeds 

This is one of three Ayat -- there is no fourth -- where Allah commands His Messenger to swear 
by His Almighty Lord that the resurrection will surely come, because the stubborn followers of 
disbelief denied that it would happen. One of these Ayat is in Surah Yunus, where Allah says: 



(And they ask you to inform them (saying): "Is it true" Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It is the very 
truth! and you cannot escape it!") (10:53). The second of these Ayat isthisone: 



(Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to us." Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come 
to you..."). And the third of them appears in Surat At-Taghabun, where Allah says: 



(The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected (for reckoning). Say: "Yes! By my 
Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and that is 
easy for Allah") (64:7). And Allah says here: 



(Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you...") Then Allah is described in a manner that affirms 
that: 



(the All-Knower of the Unseen, not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than that or 
greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the earth but it is in a Clear Book.) Mujahid 
and Qatadah said, "Nothing is hidden or concealed from Him." In other words, everything is 
encompassed by His knowledge, and nothing is hidden from Him. Even though bones may be 
scattered and disintegrate, He knows where they have gone and where they have dispersed, 
then He will bring them back just as He created them in the first place, because He has 
knowledge of all things. Then Allah tells us of His wisdom in re-creating bodies and bringing 
about the Hour, as He says: 



(That He may recompense those who believe and do righteous good deeds. Those, theirs is 
forgiveness and generous provision. But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them) 
meaning, those who try to turn others away from the path of Allah and who disbelieve His 
Messengers, 



(those, for them will be a severe painful torment.) This means, He will bestow His favor upon 
the blessed, who are the believers, and will punish the doomed, who are the disbelievers. This 
is like the Ayah: 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful.) (59:20) 



(Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds like those who cause mischief 
on the earth Or shall We treat those who have Taqwa as the evildoers) (38:28) 



(And those who have been given knowledge see that what is revealed to you from your Lord is 
the truth,) This is another kind of wisdom, following on from the one before, which is that 
when those who believed in what was revealed to the Messengers see the onset of the Hour and 
how the righteous and the wicked will be rewarded and punished respectively, which they 
knew of beforehand in this world from the Books of Allah and which they are now seeing with 
their own eyes, they will say: 



(Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth) (7:43). And it will be said: 



(This is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the Messengers spoke truth!) 36:52 



(Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until the Day of Resurrection; so this 
isthe Day of Resurrection) (30:56), 



(And those who have been given knowledge see that what is revealed to you from your Lord is 
the truth, and that it guides to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.) The 
Exalted in might isthe One Who is All-Powerful, Whom none can overwhelm or resist, but He 
subjugates and controls all things. The Owner of All praise isthe One Who, in all His words, 
deeds, laws and decrees, is deserving of praise, may He be glorified and exalted. 



(7. Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we direct you to a man who will tell you (that) when you 
have become fully disintegrated into dust with full dispersion, then you will be created (again) 
anew") (8. Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness in him Nay, but those who 
disbelieve in the Hereafter are (themselves) in a torment, and in far error.) (9. See they not 
what is before them and what is behind them, of the heaven and the earth If We will, We shall 



sink the earth with them, or cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon them. Verily, in this is a 
sign for every servant who turns (to Allah) in repentance.) 

The Disbelievers' Denial of Life after Death, and the Refutation of 

Their View 

Here Allah tells us how the disbelievers and heretics denied that the Hour will come, and 
mocked the Messenger for speaking of it. 



(Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we direct you to a man who will tell you (that) when you have 
become fully disintegrated into dust with full dispersion...") means, when your bodies have 
disintegrated into the earth and dispersed without a trace, 



(then you) means, after this has happened, 



(will be created (again) anew) means, you will be restored to life and will receive provision 
anew. ' By telling us this, he is doing one of two things: either he is deliberately fabricating 
something and saying that Allah has revealed it to him, or he is not doing it deliberately, but 
he is deluded as crazy and insane people are.' They said: 



(Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness in him) Allah said, refuting their 
words: 



(Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are (themselves) in a torment, and in far 
error.) meaning, the matter is not as they claim or as they think; on the contrary, Muhammad 
isthe one who is t el I i ng the truth, and is righteous and wise; he isthe one who has brought the 
truth, and they are the foolish and ignorant liars. 



are themselves( in a torment, means, their disbelief, which will lead them to the torment of 
AllaOh. 



(and in far error.) far from the truth in this world. Then Allah warns them of His power in the 
creation of heavens and earth, as He says: 



(See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of the heaven and the earth) 
meaning, wherever they go, in whatever direction, the heavens are above them and the earth 
is beneath them. This is like the Ayah: 



(With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are Able to extend the vastnessof space 
thereof. And We have spread out the earth; how Excellent Spreader (thereof) are We!) (51:47- 
48) 



(If We will, We shall sink the earth with them, or cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon 
them.) means, ' if We wished, We could do that to them because of their wrongdoing and Our 
power over them, but We delay it because We are Patient and Forgiving.' Then Allah says: 



(Verily, in this is a sign for every Munib servant.) Ma' mar narrating from Qatadah, said that Al- 
Munib means every one who repents. Sufyan narrated from Qatadah, that Al-Munib is the one 
who turns to Allah. This means that in looking at the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
there is a sign for every servant who is intelligent and wise and who turns towards Allah. There 
is a sign of the Allah's ability to recreate bodies and bring about the Resurrection, because the 
One Who was able to create these heavens -- with their vast reaches of space, and this earth, 
as deep and vast as it is -- is able to recreate bodies and revive decayed bones. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, Able to create the like of them Yes, 
indeed!) (36:81) 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind; 
yet, most of mankind know not. ) (40:57) 



(10. And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud from Us (saying): "0 you mountains! Glorify with 
him! And you birds (also)! And We made the iron soft for him.") (11. Saying: "Make you perfect 
coats of mail, and balance well the rings of chain armor Sard , and work you (men) 
righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do.") 

The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Dawud 

Here Allah tells us how He blessed His servant and Messenger Dawud (David), peace be upon 
him, and what He gave him of His great bounty, giving him both prophethood and kingship, and 
huge numbers of troops. And He blessed him with a mighty voice. Such that when he glorified 
Allah, the firm, solid, high mount ainsjoined him in glorifying Allah, and the free-roaming birds, 
who go out in the morning and come back in the evening, stopped for him, and he was able to 
speak all languages. In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah heard the voice of 
Abu Musa Al-Asrf ari, may Allah be pleased with him, reciting at night, and he stopped and 
listened to his recitation, then he said: 



« » 

(This man has been given one of the sweet melodious voices of the Prophet Dawud.) Abu 
' Uthman An-Nahdi said, "I never heard any cymbal, stringed instrument or chord that was more 
beautiful than the voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari, may Allah be pleased with him." 



(Glorify) means, glorify Allah. This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and others. The root of 
this word Ta'wib means to repeat or respond, so the mountains and birds were commanded to 
repeat after him. 



And We made the iron soft for him. Al-H asan Al-Bas ri, QataOdah, Al-A mash and others said, 
He did not need to heat it in the fire or beat it with a hammer he could simply twist it in his 
hands, like a thread. AllaOh said: 



Saying: Make you perfect coats of mail... , which means chain mail. QataOdah said, He was the 
first person ever to make chain mail before that, they used to wear plated armor. 



(and balance well the rings of chain armor Sard ,) This is how Allah taught His Prophet Dawud, 
peace be upon him, to make coatsof mail. Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 



(and balance well the rings of chain armor Sard ,) "Do not make the rivets too loose that the 
rings (of chain mail) will shake, or make them too tight that they will not be able to move at 
all, but make it just right." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that " Ibn ' Abbas said, "Sard refers to a 
ring of iron." Some of them said, "Chain mail is called Masrud if it is held together with rivets." 



and work you (men) righteousness, means, with regard to what AllaOh has given you of 
blessings. 



Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do. means, watching you and seeing all that you do and say 
nothing of that is hidden at all. 



(12. And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind, its morning was a month's (journey), and its 
afternoon was a month's (journey). And We caused a fount of Qitr to flow for him, and there 
were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his Lord. And whosoever of them turned 
aside from Our command, We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire.) (13. 
They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil, large basins like Jawab and Qudur 
Rasiyat. "Work you, family of Dawud, with thanks!" But few of My servants are grateful.) 



The Favors which Allah bestowed upon Sulayman 

Having mentioned the blessings with which He favored Dawud, Allah follows this by mentioning 
what He gave to Dawud's son Sulayman (Solomon), may peace be upon them both. He 
subjugated the wind to him, so that it would carry his carpet one way for a month, then back 
again the next month. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "He set out from Damascus in the morning, 
landed in Istakhar where he ate a meal, then flew on from Istakhar and spent the night in 
Kabil." Between Damascus and Istakhar is an entire month's travel for a swift rider, and 
between Istakhar and Kabul is an entire month's travel for a swift rider. 



(And We caused a fount Qitr to flow for him,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be plased with him, 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, " Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Malik from Zayd bin Aslam, * Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others said, "Qitr means copper." Qatadah said, "It was in 
Yemen." Allah brought forth all the things that people make for Sulayman, peace be upon him. 



(and there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his Lord.) means, " We 
subjugated the Jinn to work in front of him,' by the permission of his Lord, i.e., by Allah's 



decree and subjugation, they built whatever constructions he wanted, and did other work as 
well. 



(And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command,) means, whoever among them tried 
to rebel and disobey, 



(We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire.) which means, burning. 



(They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil,) Maharib refers to beautiful 
structures, the best and innermost part of a dwelling. Ibn Zayd said, "This means dwellings." 
With regard to "Tamathil," " Atiyah Al-' Awfi, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said that Tamathil means 
pictures. 



(large basins like Jawab and Qudur Rasiyat.) Jawab, the plural form of Jabiyah, refers to 
cisterns or tanks in which water is held, and Qudur Rasiyat are cauldrons that stay in one place 
and are not moved around because of their great size. This was the view of Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak and others. 



(Work you, family of Dawud, with thanks!) means, ' We said to them: Work with thanks for 
the blessings that We have bestowed upon you in this world and the Hereafter.' This indicates 
that thanks may be expressed by actions as much as by words and intentions. Abu ' Abdur- 
Rahman Al-Hubuli said, "Prayer is thanks, fasting is thanks, every good deed that you do for the 
sake of Allah is thanks, and the best of thanks is praise." This was recorded by Ibn Jarir. In the 
Two Sahihs, it is reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud. He used to sleep for half the 
night, stand in prayer for a third of it and sleep for a sixth of it. The most beloved of fasting to 
Allah is the fasting of Dawud. He used to fast for a day then not fast for a day, and he never 
fled the battlefield.) Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Fudayl said concerning the Ayah: 



(Work you, family of Dawud, with thanks!) Dawud said, "0 Lord! How can I thank you when 
thanks itself is a blessing from You" He said: "Now you have truly given thanks to Me, for you 
have realized that it is a blessing from Me." 



But few of My servants are grateful. This is a reflection of reality. 



(14. Then when We decreed death for him, nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a 
little worm of the earth which kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So when he fell down, 
the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known the Unseen, they would not have stayed in the 
humiliating torment.) 

The Death of Sulayman 

Allah tells us how Sulayman, peace be upon him, died and how Allah concealed his death from 
the Jinn who were subjugated to him to do hard labor. He remained leaning on his stick, which 
was his staff, as Ibn 'Abbas may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
others said. He stayed like that for a long time, nearly a year. When a creature of the earth, 
which was a kind of worm, ate through the stick, it became weak and fell to the ground. Then 
it became apparent that he had died a long time before. It also became clear to Jinn and men 
alike that the Jinn do not know the Unseen as they (the Jinn) used to imagine and tried to 
deceive people. This is what Allah says: 



(nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm of the earth which kept 
(slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had 
known the Unseen, they would not have stayed in the humiliating torment.) meaning, it 
became clear to the people that they (the Jinn) were lying. 



(15. Indeed there was for Saba' a sign in their dwelling place -- two gardens on the right and on 
the left; (and it was said to them:) "Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful to Him." 
A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord!) (16. But they turned away, so We sent against them 
flood released from the dam, and We converted their two gardens into gardens producing 
bitter bad fruit, and Athl, and some few lote trees.) (17. Like this We requited them because 
they were ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way except those who are 
ungrateful (disbelievers).) 



The Disbelief of Saba' (Sheba) and Their Punishment 

Saba' refers to the kings and people of the Yemen. At-Tababa' ah (Tubba' ) surname of the 
ancient kings of Yemen were part of them, and Bilqis, the queen who met Sulayman, peace be 
upon him, was also one of them. They lived a life of enviable luxury in their land with plentiful 
provision, crops and fruits. Allah sent them messengers telling them to eat of His provision and 
give thanks to Him by worshipping Him alone, and they followed that for as long as Allah 
willed, then they turned away from that which they had been commanded to do. So they were 
punished with a flood which scattered them throughout the lands around Saba' in all directions, 
as we will see in detail below, if Allah wills. In Him we put our trust. Ibn Jarir recorded that 
Farwah bin Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "A man said, '0 
Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Saba' -- what was it, a land or a woman' He said: 



» 



« 

(It was neither a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten children, six of whom went 
Yemen and four of whom went Ash-Sham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, Judham, 
'Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south were Kindah, Al-Asl"f ariyyun, Al-Azd, Madhhij, 
Himyar and Anmar.) A man asked, * Who are Anmar' He said: 

« » 

(Those among whom are Khatl"f am and Bajilah. )" This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his Jamr 
Sunan in more detail than this; then he said, "This is a Hasan Gharib Hadith." The genealogists 
-- including Muhammad bin Ishaq - said, "The name of Saba' was * Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin 
Ya' rub bin Qahtan; he was called Saba' because he was the first Arab tribe to disperse. He was 
also known as Ar-Ra'ish, because he was the first one to take booty in war and give it to his 
people, so he was called Ar-Ra'ish; because the Arabs call wealth Rish or Riyash. They differ 
over Qahtan, about whom there were three views. (The first) he descended from the line of 
Iram bin Sam bin Nuh, then there were three different views over how he descended from him. 
(The second) was that he was descended from ' Abir, another name for Hud, peace be upon 
him, then there were also three different views over exactly how he descended from him. (The 
third) was that he was descended from Isma' il bin Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then 
there were also three different views over exactly how he descended from him. This was 
discussed in full detail by Imam Al-Hafiz Abu " Umar bin ' Abdul-Barr An-Namari, may Allah have 
mercy on him, in his book Al-Musamma Al-lnbah "Ala Dhikr Usui Al-Qaba'il Ar-Ruwat. The 
meaning of the Prophet's words, 

« » 

(He was a man among the Arabs.) means that he was one of the original Arabs, who were 
before Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and were descendants of Sam bin Nuh (Shem, the son of 
Noah). According to the third view mentioned above, he descended from Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, but this was not a well-known view among them. And Allah knows best. But in Sahih 
Al-Bukhari, it is reported that the Messenger of Allah passed by a group of people from (the 
tribe of) Aslam who were practicing archery, and he said, 

« » 



(Shoot, sons of Ism a' il, for your father was an archer.) Aslam was a tribe of the Ansar, and 
the Ansar -- both Aws and Khazraj -- were from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from Saba', 
who settled in Yathrib when Saba' was scattered throughout the land when Allah sent against 
them the flood released from the dam. A group of them also settled in Syria, and they were 
called Ghassan for the name of the water beside which they camped -- it was said that it was 
in the Yemen, or that it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin Thabit, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said in one of his poems. The meaning of his words: "If you ask, then we are the 
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd and our water is Ghassan." 

« » 

(He had ten sons among the Arabs.) means that these ten were of his lineage, and that the 
origins of the Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they were his sons born of his 
loins. There may have been two or three generations between him and some of them, or more 
or less, as is explained in detail in the books of genealogy. The meaning of the words, 

« » 

(Six of whom went south and four of whom went north. ) is that after Allah sent against them 
the flood released from the dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others left to 
go elsewhere. 

The Dam of Ma'arib and the Flood 

The story of the dam is about the water which used to come to them from between two 
mountains, combined with the floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their ancient kings built a 
huge, strong dam and the water reached a high level between these two mountains. Then they 
planted trees and got the best fruits that could ever be harvested, plentiful and beautiful. A 
number of the Salaf, including Qatadah, mentioned that a woman could walk beneath the 
trees, carrying a basket or vessel -- such as is used for gathering fruit -- on her head. And that 
the fruit would fall from the trees and fill the basket without any need for her to make the 
effort to pick the fruit, because it was so plentiful and ripe. This was the dam of Ma'arib, a 
land between which and San' a' was a journey of three days. Others said that in their land there 
were no flies, mosquitoes or fleas, or any kind of vermin. This was because the weather was 
good and the people were healthy, and Allah took care of them so that they would single out 
and worship Him alone, as He says: 



(Indeed there was for Saba' (Sheba) a sign in their dwelling place) Then He explains this by 
saying: 



(two gardens on the right and on the left;) meaning, the two sides where the mountains were, 
and their land was in between them. 



((and it was said to them: ) "Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful to Him." A fair 
land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord!) means, ' He would forgive you if you continue to worship Him 
alone.' 



(But they turned away,) means, from worshipping Allah alone and from giving thanks to Him for 
the blessings that He had bestowed upon them, and they started to worship the sun instead of 
Allah, asthe hoopoe told Sulayman, peace be upon him: 



("I have come to you from Saba' (Sheba) with true news. I found a woman ruling over them, she 
has been given all things, and she has a great throne. I found her and her people worshipping 
the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made their deeds fair seeming to them, and has 
barred them from the way, so they have no guidance.") (27:22-24) 



(so We sent against them flood released from the dam,) Some, including Ibn 'Abbas, Wahb bin 
Munabbih, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that when Allah wanted to punish them by sending the 
flood upon them, he sent beasts from the earth to the dam, large rats, which made a hole in it. 
Wahb bin Munabbih said, "They found it written in their Scriptures that the dam would be 
destroyed because of these large rats. So they brought cats for a while, but when the decree 
came to pass, the rats overran the cats and went into the dam, making a hole in it, and it 
collapsed." Qatadah and others said, "The large rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at the 
bottom of the dam until it became weak, then the time of the floods came and the waters hit 
the structure and it collapsed. The waters rushed through the bottom of the valley and 
destroyed everything in their path -- buildings, trees, etc." Asthe water drained from the trees 



that were on the mountains, to the right and the left, those trees dried up and were destroyed. 
Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees were replaced with something altogether different, as 
Allah says: 



(and We converted their two gardens into gardens producing bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt),) Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "It refers to Arak 
(Zingiber officinale) and bitter bad fruit." 



and Athl, Al- Awfi and Ibn AbbaOs said that this means tamarisk. Others said that it means a 
tree that resembles a tamarisk, and it was said that it was the gum acacia or mimosa. And 
AllaOh knows best. 



and some few lote trees. Because the lote trees were the best of the trees with which the 
garden was replaced, there were only a few of them. 



and some few lote trees. This is what happened to those two gardens after they had been so 
fruitful and productive, offering beautiful scenes, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were 
replaced with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with huge thorns and little fruit. This was 
because of their disbelief and their sin of associating others with AllaOh, and because they 
denied the truth and turned towards falsehood. AllaOh said: 



(Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We 
requite in such a way except those who are ungrateful.) meaning, ' We punished them for their 
disbelief.' Mujahid said, "He does not punish anyone except the disbelievers." Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
said, "Allah the Almighty has spoken the truth: no one will be punished in a manner that befits 
the sin except the ungrateful disbelievers." 



(18. And We placed, between them and the towns which We had blessed, towns easy to be 
seen, and We made the stages (of journey) between them easy (saying): "Travel in them safely 
both by night and day.") (19. But they said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our journey 
longer," and they wronged themselves; so We made them as tales (in the land), and We 
dispersed them all totally. Veriiy, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful 
(person).) 



The Trade of Saba' and Their Destruction 

Allah tells us about the blessings which the people of Saba' enjoyed, and the luxuries and 
plentiful provision which was theirs in their land, with its secure dwellings and towns which 
were joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. When they traveled, they had 
no need to carry provisions or water with them; wherever they stopped, they would find water 
and fruits, so they could take their noontime rest in one town, and stay overnight in another, 
according to their needs on their journey. Allah says: 



(And We placed, between them and the towns which We had blessed,) Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr and Malik, who narrated it from Zayd bin Aslam, and Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As- 
Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others -- all said that this means the towns of Syria. It means they used to 
travel from Yemen to Syria via towns easy to be seen and connected to one another. AI-' Awfi 
reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "" The towns which We had blessed by putting Jerusalem among 
them." 



towns easy to be seen, meaning, clear and visible, known to travelers, so they could take their 
noontime rest in one town and stay overnight in another. AllaOh says: 



(and We made the stages (of journey) between them easy) meaning, ' We made it in a way that 
met the needs of the travelers. 1 



(Travel in them safely both by night and day.) means, those who travel in them will be safe 
both by night and by day. 



(But they said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our journey longer," and they wronged 
themselves;) They failed to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and 
others said: "They wanted to travel long distances through empty wilderness where they would 
need to carry provisions with them and would have to travel through intense heat in a state of 
fear." 



(so We made them astales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totally.) means, ' We made 
them something for people to talk about when they converse in the evening, how Allah plotted 
against them and dispersed them after they had been together living a life of luxury, and they 
were scattered here and there throughout the land.' So, the Arabs say of a people when they 
are dispersed, "They have been scattered like Saba'," in all directions. 



(Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful.) In the punishment which these 
people suffered, the way in which their blessings and good health were turned into vengeance 
for their disbelief and sins, is a lesson and an indication for every person who is steadfast in the 
face of adversity and grateful for blessings. Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(I am amazed at what Allah has decreed for the believer; if something good befalls him, He 
praises his Lord and gives thanks, and if something bad befalls him, he praises his Lord and has 
patience. The believer will be rewarded for everything, even the morsel of food which he lifts 
to his wife's mouth.)" This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah. There is a 
corroborating report in the Two Sahihs, where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, says: 



» 



« 

(How amazing is the affair of the believer! Allah does not decree anything for him but it is good 
for him. If something good happens to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; if 
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and that is good for him. This is not 
for anyone except the believer.)" It was reported that Qatadah said: 



g(Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful.) It was Mutarrif who used to say: 
"How blessed is the grateful, patient servant. If he is given something, he gives thanks, and if 
he istested, he bears it with patience." 



(20. And indeed Iblisdid prove true his thought about them, and they followed him, all except 
a group of true believers.) (21. And he had no authority over them, -- except that We might 
test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it. And your Lord is 
Watchful over everything.) 

How Iblis' thought about the Disbeliever proved True 

Having mentioned Saba' and how they followed their desires, and the Shaytan, Allah tells us 
about their counterparts among those who follow Iblis and their own desires, and who go 
against wisdom and true guidance. Allah says: 



(And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, and others said that this Ayah is like the Ayah where Allah tells us about how Iblis 
refused to prostrate to Adam, peace be upon him, then said: 



(See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite to the Day of 
Resurrection, I will surely seize and mislead his offspring all but a few!) (17:62) 



(Then I will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their 
left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones.) (7:17) And there are many Ayat 
which refer to this matter. 



(And he (Iblis) had no authority over them, ) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him said, 
"This means, he had no proof." 



(except that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about 
it.) means, ' We gave him power over them only to show who believes in the Hereafter and that 
it will come to pass.' The people will be brought to account and rewarded or punished 
accordingly, so that he will worship his Lord properly in this world -- and to distinguish these 
believers from those who are in doubt about the Hereafter. 



(And your Lord is a Watchful over everything.) means, despite His watching, those who follow 
Iblis go astray, but by His watching and care, the believers who follow the Messengers are 
saved. 



(22. Say: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah, they possess not even the weight of a 
speck of dust, either in the heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor 
there is for Him any supporter from among them. ") (23. Intercession with Him profits not 
except for him whom He permits. So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, 
they say: "What is it that your Lord has said" They say the truth. And He is the Most High, the 
Most Great.) 



The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolators Here 

Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, the Self-Suf f icient Master, Who has no 
peer or partner; He is independent in His command and there is no one who can share or 
dispute with Him in that, or overturn His command. So, He says: 



(Say: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah...") meaning, the gods who are 
worshipped besides Allah. 



(they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in the heavens or on the earth,) 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir) (35:13). 



nor have they any share in either, means, they do not possess anything, either independently 
or as partners. 



(nor there is for Him any supporter from among them. ) means, nor does Allah have among 
these rivals any whose support He seeks in any matter; on the contrary, all of creation is in 
need of Him and is enslaved by Him. Then Allah says: 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) meaning, because of His 
might, majesty and pride, no one would dare to intercede with Him in any matter, except after 
being granted His permission to intercede. As Allah says: 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) (2:255), 



(And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.) (53:26) 



(and they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in awe for 
fear of Him) (21:28). It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than one chain of 
narration that the Messenger of Allah , who is the leader of the sons of Adam and the greatest 
intercessor before Allah, will go to stand in Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud (the praised position) to 
intercede for all of mankind when their Lord comesto passjudgement upon them. He said: 



» 



« 

(Then I will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, and He will leave me (in that position), as 
long as Allah wills, and He will inspire me to speak words of praise which I cannot mention 
now. Then it will be said, "0 Muhammad, raise your head. Speak, you will be heard; ask, you 
will be given; intercede, your intercession will be accepted...") 



(So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord 
has said" They say the truth.) This also refers to the great degree of His might and power. 
When He speaks words of revelation, the inhabitants of the heavens hear what He says, and 
they tremble with fear (of Allah) so much that they swoon. This was the view of Ibn Mas' ud, 
may Allah be pleased with him, Masruq and others. 



(So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts,) means, when the fear leaves their 
hearts. Ibn 'Abbas, Ibn ' Umar, Abu " Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Ash-Sha'bi, Ibrahim An- 
Nakha' i, Ad-Dhahhak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said concerning the Ayah, 



(So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord 
has said" They say the truth.) "When the fear is lifted from their hearts." When this happens, 
some of them say to others, "What did your Lord say" Those (angels) who are carrying the 
Throne tell those who are next to them, then they in turn pass it on to those who are next to 
them, and soon, until the news reaches the inhabitants of the lowest heaven. Allah says, 



They say the truth, meaning, they report what He said, without adding or taking away 
anything. 



(And He is the Most High, the Most Great.) In his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him said, "The Prophet of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels beat their wings in submission to His 
Words, making a sound like a chain striking a smooth rock. When the fear is banished from 
their hearts, they say, "What is it that your Lord has said" They say the truth, and He is the 
Most High, the Most Great. Then the one who is listening out hears that, and those who are 
listening out are standing one above the other) -- Sufyan one of the narrators demonstrated 
with his hand, holding it vertically with the fingers outspread. (So he hears what is said and 



passes it on to the one below him, and that one passes it to the one who is below him, and so 
on until it reaches the lips of the soothsayer or fortune-teller. Maybe a meteor will hit him 
before he can pass anything on, or maybe he will pass it on before he is hit. He tells a hundred 
lies alongside it, but it will be said, "Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, such and 
such would happen" So they believe him because of the one thing which was heard from 
heaven.)" This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim. Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah also recorded it. And Allah knows best. 



(24. Say: "Who gives you provision from the heavens and the earth" Say: "Allah. And verily, 
(either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain error.") (25. Say: "You will not be asked about 
our sins, nor shall we be asked of what you do.") (26. Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all 
together, then He will judge between us with truth. And He is the Just Judge, the All-Knower 
of the true state of affairs.") (27. Say: "Show me those whom you have joined with Him as 
partners. Nay! But He is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.") 

Allah has no partner in anything whatsoever 

Allah tells us that He is unique in His power of creation and His giving of provision, and that He 
is unique in His divinity also. As they used to admit that no one in heaven or on earth except 
Allah gave them provision, i.e., by sending down water and causing crops to grow, so they 
should also realize that there is no god worthy of worship besides Him. 



(And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain error.) ' One of the two sides must 
be speaking falsehood, and one must be telling the truth. There is no way that you and we 
could both be following true guidance, or could both be misguided. Only one of us can be 
correct, and we have produced the proof of Tawhid which indicates that your Shirk must be 
false.' Allah says: 



(And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain error.) Qatadah said, "The 
Companions of Muhammad said this to the idolators: ' By Allah, we and you cannot be following 
the same thing, only one of us can be truly guided.'" " Ikrimah and Ziyad bin Abi Maryam said, 
"It means: we are rightly guided and you are in plain error." 



(Say: "You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be asked of what you do.") This 
indicates disowning them, saying, 'you do not belong to us and we do not belong to you, 
because we call people to Allah, to believe that He is the Only God and to worship Him alone. 
If you respond, then you will belong to us and we to you, but if you reject our call, then we 
have nothing to do with you and you have nothing to do with us.' This is like the Ayat: 



(And if they deny you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") (10:41) 



(Say: "0 disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship, Nor will you worship that which I 
worship. And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship that 
which I worship. To you be your religion, and to me my religion.") (104:1-6). 



(Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together...") means, 'on the Day of Resurrection, He will 
bring all of creation together in one arena, then He will judge between us with truth, i.e., with 
justice.' Each person will be rewarded or punished according to his deeds; if they are good, 
then his end will be good, and if they are bad, then his end will be bad. On that Day they will 
know who has attained victory, glory and eternal happiness, as Allah says: U 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established -- that Day shall (all men) be separated. 
Then as for those who believed and did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made 
to enjoy luxurious life (forever) in a Garden of Delight. And as for those who disbelieved and 
denied Our Ayat, and the meeting of the Hereafter, such shall be brought forth to the 
torment.) (30:14-16). Allah says: 



(And He isthe Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of affairs.) 



(Say: "Show me those whom you have joined with Him as partners...") means, 'show me those 
gods whom you made as rivals and equalsto Allah.' 



Nay means, He has no peer, rival, partner or equal. AllaOh says: 



But He is AllaOh, meaning, the One and Only God Who has no partner. 



the Almighty, the All-Wise, means, the Owner of might with which He subjugates and controls 
all things, the One Who is Wise in all His Words and deeds, Laws and decrees. Blessed and 
exalted and sanctified be He far above all that they say. And AllaOh knows best. 



(28. And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, 
and most of men know not.) (29. And they say: "When is this promise if you are truthful") (30. 
Say: "The appointment to you is for a Day, which you cannot put back for an hour nor put 
forward.") 



The Prophet was sent to all of Mankind Allah says to His servant and 

Messenger Muhammad : 



(And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind,) i. 
to all of creation among those who are accountable for their deeds. This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.") (7:158) 



(Blessed be He Who sent down the Criterion to His servant that he may be a warner to the all 
creatures.) (25:1) 



a giver of glad tidings and a warner means, to bring the glad tidings of Paradise to those who 
obey you and to warn of the fire of Hell to those who disobey you. This is like the AOyaOt: 



(and most of men know not.) 



(And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly. ) (12:103) 



(And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's path) 
(6:116). Muhammad bin Ka' b said concerning the Ayah: 



(And We have not sent you except to all mankind) meaning, to all the people. Qatadah said 
concerning this Ayah, "Allah, may He be exalted, sent Muhammad to both the Arabs and the 
non-Arabs, so the most honored of them with Allah is the one who is most obedient to Allah." In 
the Two Sahihs it was reported that Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(I have been given five things which were not given to any of the Prophets before me. I have 
been aided by fear (the distance of ) a month's journey. The entire earth has been made a 
Masjid and a means of purification for me, so that when the time for prayer comes, any man of 



my Ummah should pray. The spoils of war have been made permissible for me, whereas they 
were not permitted for any before me. I have been given the power of intercession; and the 
Prophets before me were sent to their own people, but I have been sent to all of mankind.)" It 
was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(I have been sent to the black and the red.) Mujahid said, "This means to the Jinn and to 
mankind." Others said that it meant the Arabs and the non-Arabs. Both meanings are correct. 



How the Disbelievers asked about when the Resurrection would 

happen, and the Response to Them Allah tells us how the 

disbelievers believed it unlikely that the Hour would ever come to 

pass: 



(And they say: "When isthis promise if you are truthful") This is like the Ayah: 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those who believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it isthe very truth...) (42:18) Then Allah says: 



(Say: "The appointment to you is for a Day, which you cannot for an hour move back nor 
forward.") meaning, 'you have an appointed time which is fixed and cannot be changed or 
altered. When it comes, you will not be able to put it back or bring it forward,' as Allah says: 



(Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed) (71:4). 



(And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed. On the Day when it comes, no person shall 
speak except by His leave. Same among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.) (11:104- 
105). 



(31. And those who disbelieve say: "We believe not in this Qur'an nor in that which was before 
it." But if you could see when the wrongdoers are made to stand before their Lord, how they 
will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!") (32. 
And those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back 
from guidance after it had come to you Nay, but you were criminals.") (33. Those who were 
deemed weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and 
day, when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And each of them 
(parties) will conceal their own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron 
collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they 
used to do) 



How the Disbelievers have agreed in this World to deny the Truth, 
and how They will dispute with One Another on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us about the excessive wrongdoing and stubbornness of the disbelievers, and their 
insistence on not believing in the Holy Qur'an and what it tells them about the Resurrection. 
Allah says: 



(And those who disbelieve say: "We believe not in this Qur'an nor in that which was before it.") 
Allah threatens them and warns them of the humiliating position they will be in before Him, 
arguing and disputing with one another: 



(how they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak) this 
refers to the followers -- 



to those who were arrogant -- this refers to the leaders and masters- 



(Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!) meaning, 'if you had not 
stopped us, we would have followed the Messengers and believed in what they brought.' Their 
leaders and masters, those who were arrogant, will say to them: 



(Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to you) meaning, " we did nothing more 
to you than to call you, and you followed us without any evidence or proof, and you went 
against the evidence and proof which the Messengers brought because of your own desires; it 
was your own choice.' They will say: 



("...Nay, but you were criminals." Those who were deemed weak will say to those who were 
arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day...") meaning, 'you used to plot 
against us night and day, tempting us with promises and false hopes, and telling us that we 
were truly guided and that we were following something, but all of that was falsehood and 
manifest lies.' Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said: 



(Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day,) means, "You plotted by night and day." Malik 
narrated something similar from Zayd bin Aslam. 



(when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!) means, Mo set up gods as 
equal to Him, and you created doubts and confusion in our minds, and you fabricated far- 
fetched ideas with which to lead us astray.' 



(And each of them (parties) will conceal their own regrets, when they behold the torment.) 
means, both the leaders and the followers will feel regret for what they did previously. 



(And We shall put iron collars round the necks of those who disbelieved.) This is a chain which 
will tie their handsto their necks. 



(Are they requited aught except what they used to do) means, they will be punished according 
to their deeds: the leaders will be punished according to what they did, and the followers will 
be punished according to what they did. 



(He will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you know not.") (7:38). Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(When the people of Hell are driven towards it, it will meet them with its flames, then the Fire 
will burn their faces and the flesh will all fall to their hamstrings.)" 



(34. And We did not send a warner to a township but those who were given the worldly wealth 
and luxuries among them said: "We believe not in what you have been sent with.") (35. And 



they say: "We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.") (36. 
Say: "Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He wills and restricts, but most men know 
not.") (37. And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you nearer to Us, but only he 
who believes, and does righteous deeds; as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what 
they did, and they will reside in the high dwellings (Paradise) in peace and security.) (38. And 
those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate them, they will be brought to the torment.) (39. 
Say: "Truly, 

How Those Who lived a Life of Luxury disbelieved in the 
Messengers and were misled by Their pursuit of Wealth and 

Children 

Allah is consoling His Prophet and commanding him to follow the example of the Messengers 
that came before him. He tells him that no Prophet was ever sent to a township but those 
among its people who lived a life of luxury disbelieved in him, and the weaker people of the 
town followed him. The people of Nuh, peace be upon him, said to him: 



(Shall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people) follow you) (26:110) 



(nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and they (too) followed you without 
thinking) (11:27). The leaders among the people of Salih said: 



(to those who were counted weak -- to such of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one 
sent from his Lord." They said: "We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent." Those 
who were arrogant said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that which you believe in.") (7:75-76). And 
Allah said: 



(Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they might say: "Is it these (poor believers) 
that Allah has favored from among us" Does not Allah know best those who are grateful) (6:53), 



(And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its wicked people to plot therein) 
(6:123), and 



(And when We decide to destroy a town (population), We (first) send a definite order to those 
among them who lead a life of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and thus the Word (of 
torment) isjustified against it (them). Then We destroy it with complete destruction) (17:16). 
And Allah says here: 



And We did not send a warner to a township meaning a Prophet or a Messenger, 



(but those who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them) means, those who 
enjoyed a life of riches and luxury, and positions of leadership. Qatadah said, "They are their 
tyrants, chiefs and leaders in evil." 



(We believe not in the (Message) with which you have been sent.) means, 'we do not believe in 
it and we will not follow it.' Allah tells us that those who enjoyed a life of luxury and who 
disbelieved the Messengers said: 



(And they say: "We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.") 
meaning, they were proud of their great wealth and great numbers of children, and they 
believed that this was a sign that Allah loved them and cared for them, and that if He gave 
them this in this world, He would not punish them in the Hereafter. This was too far-fetched. 
Allah says: 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) (23:55-56) 



(So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them 
with these things in the life of this world, and that their souls shall depart while they are 
disbelievers.) (9:55), and 



(Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely. And then granted him resources in 
abundance. And children to be by his side. And made life smooth and comfortable for him. 
After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily, he has been opposing Our Ayat. I 
shall oblige him to face a severe torment!) (74:11-17) And Allah has told us about the story of 
the owner of those two gardens, that he had wealth and crops and children, but that could not 
help him at all when all of that was taken from him in this world, before he reached the 
Hereafter. Allah says here: 



(Say: "Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He wills and restricts...") meaning, He 
gives wealth to those whom He loves and those whom He does not love, and He makes poor 
whom He wills and makes rich whom He wills. He has complete wisdom and clear proof, 



(but most men know not.) Then Allah says: 



(And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you nearer to Us,) meaning, 'these 
things are not a sign that We love you or care for you.' Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on 
him, recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah does not look at your outward appearance or your wealth, rather He looks at your hearts 
and your deeds.) Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this. Allah says: 



(but only he who believes, and does righteous deeds;) meaning, " only faith and righteous deeds 
will bring you closer to Us.' 



(as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they did,) means, the reward will be 
multiplied for them between ten and seven hundred times. 



(and they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and security.) means, in the lofty dwellings 
of Paradise, safe from all misery, fear and harm, and from any evil they could fear. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that ' Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 
« 

(In Paradise there are lofty rooms whose outside can be seen from the inside and whose inside 
can be seen from the outside.) A bedouin asked, "Who are they for" He said: 

» 

« 

(For those who speak well, feed the hungry, persist in fasting and pray at night while people 
are asleep.) 



(And those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate them,) means, those who try to block 
people from the path of Allah and from following His Messengers and believing in His signs, 



they will be brought to the torment, means, they will all be punished for their deeds, each one 
accordingly. 



(Say: "Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He wills of His servants, and (also) 
restricts (it) for him...") means, according to His wisdom, He gives a lot of provision to one, 
and gives very little to another. He has great wisdom in doing so, which cannot be 
comprehended by anyone but Him. This is like the Ayah: 



(See how We favor one above another, and verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and 
greater in favor.) (17:21). This means that just as there are differences between them in this 
world -- where one may be poor and in straitened circumstances while another is rich and 
enjoys a life of plenty -- so they will be in the Hereafter. There one will reside in apartments in 



the highest levels of Paradise, whilst another will be in the lowest levels of Hell. As the 
Prophet said, describing the best of people in thisworld: 



» 



« 



(He truly succeeds who becomes Muslim and is given just enough provision and Allah makes him 
content with what He has given.)" It was recorded by Muslim. 



(and whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it.) means, ' whatever you spend in the 
ways that He has commanded you and permitted you, He will compensate you for it in this 
world by giving you something else instead, and in the Hereafter by giving you reward.' It was 
reported that the Prophet said: 

« : » 

(Allah says: "Spend, I will spend on you.") In another Hadith it is reported that every morning, 
two angels come, and one says, "0 Allah, bring destruction upon the one who withholds (does 
not spend)." The other one says, "0 Allah, give compensation to the one who spends." And the 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Spend, Bilal, and do not fear that the One Who is on the Throne will withhold from you. ) 



(40. And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all together, then He will say to the 
angels: "Was it you that these people used to worship") (41. They (the angels) will say: 
"Glorified be You! You are our Protector instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the 
Jinn; most of them were believers in them.") (42. 3d Today, none of you can profit or harm one 
another. And We shall say to those who did wrong: "Taste the torment of the Fire which you 
used to deny.") 



The Angels will disown Their Worshippers on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, He will rebuke the idolators before all of 
creation. He will ask the angels whom the idolators used to worship, claiming that their idols 
were in the form of these angels and that they could bring them nearer to Allah. He will ask 
the angels: 



(Was it you that these people used to worship) meaning, 'did you command them to worship 
you' Allah says in Surat Al-Furqan: 



(Was it you who misled these My servants or did they (themselves) stray from the (right) path) 
(25:17). And He will say to ' Isa, peace be upon him: 



(Did you say unto men: "Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah,' He will say: 
"Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right (to say).") (5:116). Smilarly, the 
angels will say: 



Glorified be You! meaning, exalted and sanctified be You above the notion that there could be 
any god besides You. 



You are our Protector instead of them, means, we are Your servants and we disown these 
people before You. 



(Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn;) meaning, the Shayatin, because they are the ones 
who made idol worship attractive to them and who misguided them. 



most of them were believers in them. This is like the AOyah: 



(They invoke nothing but females besides Him, and they invoke nothing but Shaytan, 
persistent rebel! Allah cursed him) (4:117-118). Allah says: 



(So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another.) means, ' none of those idols and rivals 
whom you hoped would benefit you, will be of any avail to you, those whom you worshipped in 
the hope that they would help you at times of stress and calamity. Today they will have no 
power either to benefit you or to harm you.' 



And We shall say to those who did wrong: -- meaning the idolators-- 



("Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny.") meaning, this will be said to them by 
way of rebuke. 



(43. And when Our Clear Verses are recited to them, they say: "This is naught but a man who 
wishes to hinder you from that which your fathers used to worship." And they say: "This is 
nothing but an invented lie." And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it has come to 
them: "This is nothing but evident magic!") (44. And We had not given them Scriptures that 
they could study, nor sent to them before you any warner.) (45. And those before them denied; 
these have not received even a tenth of what We had granted to those (of old); yet they 
denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My denial!) 



The Saying of the Disbelievers about the Prophets, and its 

refutation 

Allah tells us that the disbeliever deserve to be severely punished by Him, because when His 
clear Verses were recited to them, and they heard them fresh from the lips of His Messenger , 
they said: 



(They say: "This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder you from that which your fathers 
used to worship.") meaning, that the religion of their fathers was the truth and that what the 
Messenger brought to them was false -- may the curse of Allah be upon them and their fathers! 



(And they say: "This is nothing but an invented lie.") referring to the Qur'an. I 



(And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it has come to them: "This is nothing but 
evident magic!") Allah says: 



(And We had not given them Scriptures that they could study, nor sent to them before you any 
warner) meaning, Allah did not reveal any Book to the Arabs before the Qur'an, and He did not 
send any Prophet to them before Muhammad . They used to wish for that and say, " if only a 
warner comes to us or a Book is revealed to us, we would be more guided than others,' but 
when Allah blessed them with that, they disbelieved him and stubbornly rejected him. Then 
Allah says: 



(And those before them denied;) meaning, other nations. 



(these have not received even a tenth of what We had granted to those (of old);) Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Of the power of this world." This was also the view of 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. This is like the Ayat: 



(And indeed We had firmly established them with that wherewith We have not established you! 
And We had assigned them the hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, seeing, and their 



hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny the Ayat of Allah, and they were 
completely encircled by that which they used to mock at!) (46: 26) 



(Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what was the end of those before them 
They were more in number than them and mightier in strength) (40:82). but that did not 
protect them from the punishment of Allah, and Allah destroyed them because they denied His 
Messengers. Allah says: 



(yet they denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My denial!) meaning, 'how severe 
was My wrath and how great was My avenging of My Messengers.' 



(46. Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, 
and reflect, there is no madness in your companion. He is only a warner to you in face of a 
severe torment.") 



Refutation of Their Accusation that the Prophet was Insane 

Allah says: ' Say, Muhammad, to these disbelievers who claim that you are crazy,' 



I exhort you to one (thing) only, meaning, I am only telling you to one thing, and that is: 



that you stand up for AllaOh s sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, there is no madness in your 
companion, meaning, 'stand sincerely before Allah, without being influenced by your own 
desires or tribal feelings, and ask one another, is Muhammad crazy Advise one another,' 



and reflect means, let each person look within himself concerning the matter of Muh ammad , 
and ask other people about him if he is still confused, then let him think about the matter. 
AllaOh says: 



(that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, there is no madness in your 
companion.) This meaning was stated by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b, As-Suddi, Qatadah and 
others. This is what is meant by the Ayah. 



(He is only a warner to you in face of a severe torment.) Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, commented on this Ayah: "One day, the Prophet climbed up As- 
Safa' and shouted, 



« » 

(0 people!) The Quraysh gathered around him, and said, " What isthe matter with you' He said, 



» 



« 



(What do you think If I told you that the enemy were approaching and will reach us in the 
morning or in the evening, would you believe me) They said, ' Of course.' He said: 

« » 

(I am a warner to you in the face of a severe punishment.) Abu Lahab said, ' May you perish! 
You have called ustogether only to tell us this' Then Allah revealed: 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) (111:1) We have already discussed this in 
our Tafsir of the Ayah: 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred) (26:214). 



(47. Say: "Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours. My wage is from Allah only, and 
He is a Witness over all things.") (48. Say: "Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All- 
Knower of the Unseen.") (49. Say: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither create 
anything nor resurrect.") (50. Say: "If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only to my own loss. But if 
I remain guided, it is because of the Revelation of my Lord to me. Truly, He is All-Hearer, Ever 
Near.") 



I do not ask for any Reward for conveying the Message 

Allah commands His Messenger to say to the idolators: 



(Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours.) meaning, x l do not want anything for 
conveying the Message of Allah to you, advising you and telling you to worship Allah.' 



My wage is from AllaOh only, means, rather I will seek the reward for that with AllaOh. 



and He is a Witness over all things, means, He knows all things, and He knows everything about 
me and the manner in which I am conveying the Message to you, and He knows all about you. 



(Say: "Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All-Knower of the Unseen.") This is like the 
Ayah: 



(He sends the Revelation by His command to any of His servants He wills) (40:15). meaning, He 
sends the angel to whomsoever He wills of His servants among the people on earth, and He is 
the All-Knower of the Unseen; nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him in the heavens or on 
earth. 



(Say: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither create anything nor resurrect.") 
means, truth and the great Law have come from Allah, and falsehood has gone and has 
perished and vanished. This is like the Ayah: 



(Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys it, and behold, it is vanished) 
(21:18). When the Messenger of Allah entered Al-Masjid Al-Haram on the day of the conquest of 
Makkah, and found those idols standing around the Ka' bah, he started to hit the idols with his 
bow, reciting, 



(And say: "The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished. Surely, the falsehood is ever 
bound to vanish.") (17:81), and: 



(Say: "The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither create anything nor resurrect.") This 
was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. 



(Say: "If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only to my own loss. But if I remain guided, it is 
because of the Revelation of my Lord to me...") means, all good comes from Allah, and in what 
Allah sends down of revelation and clear truth there is guidance and wisdom. So whoever goes 
astray, does so by himself, as ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said when 
he was asked about some issue. He said, "I will say what I think, and if it is correct, then it is 
from Allah, and if it is wrong, then it is from me and from the Shaytan, and Allah and His 
Messenger have nothing to do with it." 



Truly, He is All-Hearer, Ever Near, means, He hears all the words of His servants, and He is 
always near to respond to them when they call on Him. An-NasaO recorded the H adOth of 
Abu MuOsaO which also appears in the Two S ah Oh s: 



» 



« 



(You are not calling upon one who is deaf or absent; you are calling upon One Who is All- 
Hearer, Ever Near and Responsive.) 



(51. And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with no escape, and they will be 
seized from a near place.) (52. And they will say: "We do believe (now);" but how could they 
receive (Tanawush) from a place so far off.) (53. Indeed they did disbelieve before (in this 
world), and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen, from a far place.) (54. And a barrier 
will be set between them and that which they desire, as was done in the past with the people 



of their kind. Verily, they have been in grave doubt.) Here Allah says: ' if only you could see, 
Muhammad, when these deniers are terrified on the Day of Resurrection, and they have no way 
of escape and nowhere to run to and no refuge.' 



(and they will be seized from a near place.) means, they will not even be given the slightest 
chance of escape, but they will be seized from the first instant. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: "When 
they come forth from their graves." 



(And they will say: "We do believe (now);") means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, 
'we believe in Allah and His angels, Books and Messengers.' This is like the Ayah: 



(And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads before their Lord (saying): 
"Our Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back that we will do righteous good deeds. 
Verily, we now believe with certainty.") (32:12) Allah says: 



(but how could they receive from a place so far off) meaning, how could they attain faith now 
that they are so far removed from the place where it could be accepted from them, and they 
have entered the realm of the Hereafter which is the realm of reward and punishment, not the 
realm of trial and testing If they had believed in this world, that would have been good for 
them, but now they have entered the Hereafter, there is no way that their faith can be 
accepted, just as there is no way a person can get a thing if he is far away from it. Mujahid 
said: 



but how could they At-TanaOwush means, How could they attain that Az-Zuhri said, They will 
wish to attain faith when they have reached the Hereafter and are cut off from this world. Al- 
H asan Al-Bas ri said, They will seek something when they have no way of attaining it, they 
will seek faith from a distant place. 



Indeed they did disbelieve before, means, how can they attain faith in the Hereafter when in 
this world they disbelieved in the truth and denied the Messengers 



(and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen from a far place. ) Malik narrated from Zayd 
bin Aslam that he said: 



(and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen,) means, "By guessing." as Allah says, 



guessing at the Unseen )18:22(. Sometimes they said he was a poet, sometimes they said he 
was a soothsayer, or a sorcerer, or a mad man, or other baseless comments. They denied the 
idea of resurrection and said: 



(we do not think it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm convincing belief.) (45:32). 
Qatadah and Mujahid said, "Their belief that there would be no resurrection, no Paradise and 
no Hell was based on mere conjecture." 



(And a barrier will be set between them and that which they desire,) Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad- 
Dahhak and others, 'This means faith." As- Suddi said: 



(And a barrier will be set between them and that which they desire, ) means "Repentance. 
This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him. Mujahid said: 



(And a barrier will be set between them and that which they desire,) means, "This world and 
its wealth, luxuries and people." Something similar was narrated from Ibn ' Umar, Ibn 'Abbas 
and Ar-Rabr bin Anas, may Allah be pleased with him. It is also the opinion of Al-Bukhari and 
the Group. The correct view is that there is no contradiction between the two views, for a 
barrier will be set between them and what they desire in this world, and what they seek in the 
Hereafter will be denied from them. 



(as was done in the past with the people of their kind.) means, as happened to the nations of 
the past who disbelieved in the Messengers; when the punishment of Allah came upon them, 
they wished that they had believed, but this was not accepted from them. 



(So, when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that 
we used to associate with Him as (His) partners. "Then their faith could not avail them when 
they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing with His servants. 
And there the disbelievers lost utterly.) (40:84-85). 



Verily, they have been in grave doubt, means, in this world they had doubts, so their faith will 
not be accepted from them when they behold the punishment with their own eyes. QataOdah 
said, Beware of doubt. For whoever dies doubting, will be raised doubting and whoever dies 
believing, with certainty will be raised believing with certainty. This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surah Saba'. Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the right way. 

The Tafsir of Surah Fatir 

(Chapter - 35) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. All praise is due to Allah, Fatir of the heavens and the earth, Who made the angels 
messengers with wings, two or three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, 
Allah is Able to do all things.) 



The Power of Allah 

Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I did not know what Fatir As-Samawati wal- 
Ard meant until two bedouins came to me disputing over a well. One of them said to his 
companion, 'Ana Fatartuha,' meaning, 'I started it.'" Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, also said, 



(Fatir of the heavens and the earth,) means, "The Originator of the heavens and the earth." Ad- 
Dahhak said, "Every time the phrase Fatir As-Samawati wal-Ard is used in the Qur'an, it means 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth." 



(Who made the angels messengers) means, between Him and His Prophets. 



with wings means, with which they fly to convey quickly that which they have been 
commanded to convey. 



two or three or four, means, among them are some who have two wings, some have three and 
some who have four. Some have more than that, as stated in the H adOth mentioning that the 
Messenger of AllaOh saw JibrOI, peace be upon him, on the Night of the IsraO with six hundred 
wings. Between each pair of wings was a distance like that between the east and the west. 
AllaOh says: 



(He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able to do all things.) As-Suddi said, "He 
increases their wings and creates them as He wills." 



(2. Whatever of mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can withhold it; and whatever He 
may withhold, none can grant it thereafter. And He isthe Almighty, the All-Wise.) 



None can withhold the Mercy of 

Allah Allah tells us that what He wills, happens, and what He does not will, does not happen. 
None can give what He withholds, and none can withhold what He gives. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Warrad, the freed slave of Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah, said, "Mif awiyah wrote to Al- 
Mughirah bin Shif bah, saying, * Write for me what you heard from the Messenger of Allah .' So 
Al-Mughirah called me and I wrote for him: 'I heard the Messenger of Allah say when he 
finished praying, 



» 



« 

(There is no god (worthy of worship) except Allah alone, with no partner or associate. To Him 
be praise and dominion, and He is able to do all things. O Allah, there is none who can withhold 
what You give, and none can give what You withhold, and and good fortune and richness in 
anything cannot benefit one against Your will.) 'And I heard him forbid gossiping, asking too 
many questions and wasting money, burying girls alive, disobeying one's mother, and 
withholding from others while asking from them.'" This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim, with several chain of narration. It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Sa* id Al- 
Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When the Messenger of Allah raised his head from 
bowing, he would say: 

» 



« 

(Allah hears those who praise Him. Allah, our Lord, to You be praise, filling the heavens and 
the earth, and filling whatever You wish besides. Allah, the One deserving praise and glory. 
The truest words that any servant says-- and all of us are Your servants-- are: Allah, there is 
none who can withhold what You give, and none can give what You withhold, and no wealth or 
majesty can benefit anyone against Your will.)" This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who can remove it but He; and if He intends 
any good for you, there is none who can repel His favor) (10:107). And there are many similar 
Ayat. 



(3. mankind! Remember the grace of Allah upon you! Is there any creator other than Allah 
who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the earth La ilaha ilia Huwa. How then are you 
turning away (from Him)) 



The Evidence of Tawhid 

Allah shows His servants that they should worship Him Alone, for just as He is Independent in 
His power of creation and provision, so He should be worshipped Alone with no partners or 
associates such as idols and false gods. 3d Allah says: 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa. How then are you turning away (from Him)) meaning, 'how can you turn 
away from Him after this has been made clear and this proof has been made obvious, but you 
still worship idols and false gods' And Allah knows best. 



(4. And if they deny you, so were Messengers denied before you. And to Allah return all 
matters.) (5. mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true. So, let not this present life 
deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.) (6. Surely, Shaytan is an 
enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only invites his followers that they may 
become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) 

Consolation in the fact that the previous Messengers were denied, 
and a reminder of the Resurrection 

Allah says: 'Even if these idolators who associate others with Allah disbelieve in you, 
Muhammad, and go against the Message of Tawhid that you have brought, you have an example 
in the Messengers who came before you.' They also brought a clear Message to their people and 
told them to worship Allah alone, but their people denied them and went against them. 



(And to Allah return all matters (for decision).) means, x We will requite them for that in full. 
Then Allah says: 



(0 mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.) meaning the Resurrection will undoubtedy 
come to pass. 



(So, let not this present life deceive you,) means, 'this life is as nothing in compare to the 
great good that Allah has promised to His close friends and the followers of His Messengers, so 
do not let these transient attractions distract you from that which is lasting.' 



(and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.) This refers to Shaytan, as stated by 
Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. Meaning, do not let the Shaytan tempt you and 
divert you away from following the Messengers of Allah and believing what they say, for he is 
the chief deceiver and arch-liar. This Ayah is like the Ayah that appears at the end of Surah 
Luqman: 



(let not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the chief deceiver deceive you 
about Allah) (31:33). Then Allah tells us of the enmity of Iblistowardsthe sons of Adam: 



(Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy.) meaning, 'he has 
declared his enmity towards you, so be even more hostile towards him, oppose him and do not 
believe the things with which he triesto tempt you.' 



(He only invites his followers that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) means, 
'he only wants to misguide you so that you will enter the blazing Fire with him.' This is a 
manifest enemy, and we ask Allah, the All-Powerfui and Almighty to make us enemies of 
Shaytan and to make us followers of the Book of Allah and of the way of His Messengers. For He 
is able to do whatever He wills and He will respond to all supplication. This is like the Ayah: 



(And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves unto Adam." So they 
prostrated themselves except Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me 
while they are enemiesto you What an evil isthe exchange for the wrongdoers.) (18:50) 



(7. Those who disbelieve, theirs will be a severe torment; and those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.) (8. Is he, then, to whom 
the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming, so that he considers it as good Verily, Allah sends 
astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them. 
Truly, Allah isthe All-Knower of what they do!) 



The Punishment of the Disbeliever and the Reward of the Believer 

on the Day of Resurrection 

Having stated that the ultimate destiny of the followers of Iblis will be the blazing Fire, Allah 
then tells us that for those who disbelieve there will be a severe punishment. This is because 
they obeyed the Shaytan and disobeyed Ar-Rahman. And He tells us that those who believed in 
Allah and His Messengers 



(and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgiveness) meaning, from whatever sinsthey did, 



and a great reward, for the good deedsthat they did. Then AllaOh says: 



(Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming, so that he considers it as good) 
meaning, ' such as disbelievers or immoral persons who do evil deeds and believe that they are 
doing something good, i.e., a person who is like that has been misguided by Allah, so what can 
you do for him You cannot help him at all.' 



(Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom He wills.) means according to His 
decree. 



(So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them. ) means, do not grieve about that, for Allah is Wise 
in His decree and He leaves astray whomsoever He leaves astray, and He guides whomsoever 
He guides, and in doing so He has perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah says: 



(Truly, Allah is the All-Knower of what they do!) 



(9. And it is Allah Who sends the winds, so that they raise up the clouds, and We drive them to 
a dead land, and revive therewith the earth after its death. As such (will be) the Resurrection!) 
(10. Whosoever desires Al-' Izzah then to Allah belongs AI-* Izzah. To Him ascend the good 
words, and the righteous deeds exalt it, but those who plot evils, theirs will be a severe 
torment. And the plotting of such will perish.) (11. And Allah did create you from dust, then 
from Nutfah, then He made you pairs. And no female conceives or gives birth but with His 
knowledge. And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is 
in a Book. Surely, that is easy for Allah.) 



Evidence of Life after Death 

Often Allah refers to the Resurrection by using the analogy of the earth coming back to life 
after it has died, as in the beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, where He urges His servants to draw the 
lesson of the former from the latter. For the earth is dead and lifeless, with nothing growing in 
it, then He sendsto it clouds which bring water, which He sends down upon it, 



(it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth)) (22:5). 3d too, 
when Allah wishes to resurrect the bodies, He will send rain from beneath the Throne which 
will cover the whole earth, and the bodies will grow in their graves like seeds grow in the 
earth. It says in the Sahih: 

» 

« 

(Every part of the son of Adam will disintegrate apart from the coccyx, from which he was 
created and from him he will be made anew.) Allah says: 



As such (will be) the Resurrection! According to the H adOth of Abu RazOn: I said, Messenger 
of AllaOh, how will AllaOh bring the dead back to life What is the sign of that in His creation 
He said: 



» 

« 

(0 Abu Razin, do you not pass through the valley of your people (and see it) arid and barren, 
then you pass through it (and see it) stirred (to life) and green) I said, 'Yes.' He said: 

« » 

(Thus will Allah bring the dead back to life.)" 

Honor, Power and Glory in this World and in the Hereafter come 

only by obeying Allah 



(Whosoever desires Al-Mzzah then to Allah belongs all Al-' Izzah.) means, whoever desires 
honor, power and glory in this world and the next, let him be obedient towards Allah, may He 
be exalted. This will help him reach his goal, for Allah is the Sovereign of this world and the 
Hereafter, and to Him belong all honor, power and glory. This is like the Ayat: 



(Those who take disbelievers for protectors instead of believers, do they seek Al-' Izzah with 
them Verily, then to Allah belongs all honor, power and glory.) (4:139) 



(And let not their speech grieve you, for all Al-' Izzah belongsto Allah) (10:65). 



(But AI-" Izzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but the hypocrites 
know not) (63:8). Mujahid said: 



(Whosoever desires AI-' Izzah) means, by worshipping idols, 



(then to Allah belongs AI-* Izzah). 



(Whosoever desires Al-Mzzah then to Allah belongs Al-Mzzah.) means, let him seek honor, 
power and glory through obeying Allah, may He be glorified. 



Righteous Deeds ascend to Allah 



(To Him ascend the good words,) means, words of remembrance, recitation of Qur'an, and 
supplications. This was the view of more than one of the Salaf. Ibn Jarir recorded that Al- 
Mukhariq bin Sulaym said that "'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said to 
them, "If we tell you a Hadith, we will bring you proof of it from the Book of Allah. When the 
Muslim servants says, ' Glory and praise be to Allah, there is no god worthy of worship except 
Allah, Allah is Most Great and blessed be Allah,' an angel takes these words and puts them 
under his wing, then he ascends with them to the heaven. He does not take them past any 
group of angels but they seek forgiveness for the one who said them, until he brings them 
before Allah, may He be glorified." Then * Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, recited: 



(To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds exalt it)." Imam Ahmad recorded that 
An-Nu' man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Those who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, ' Glory be to Allah, Allah is most Great, 
all praise is due to Allah and La ilaha illallah, these words go around the Throne buzzing like 
bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one of you not like to have something with Allah 
mentioning him)" This was also recorded by Ibn Majah. 



and the righteous deeds exalt it. AM bin Abi T alh ah reported that Ibn AbbaOs, may AllaOh be 
pleased with him, said, The good word is the remembrance of AllaOh, may He be exalted, 
which is taken up to AllaOh, and the righteous deed is the performance of obligatory duties. 
Whoever remembers AllaOh when doing an obligatory duty, his deed carries his remembrance 



of AllaOh and takes it up to AllaOh, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers AllaOh and does 
not perform the obligatory duties, his words will be rejected, as will his deed. 



but those who plot evils, MujaOhid, Sa Od bin Jubayr and Shahr bin H awshab said, This refers 
to those who show off by their actions, i.e., they deceive the people by giving the impression 
that they are obeying AllaOh, when in fact they are hated by AllaOh for showing off. AllaOh 
says: 



(theirs will be severe torment. And the plotting of such will perish.) meaning, it will fail and 
vanish, for their reality is apparent from up close to those who have insight and wisdom. No 
one conceals a secret but Allah will cause it to become known, on his face or by a slip of the 
tongue, or He will cause the person to wear it like a cloak (so that everyone will see it). If it is 
good, then the consequences will be good, and if it is bad, then the consequences will be bad. 
The person who shows off cannot continue to deceive anyone but the fool, but the believers 
who have insight are not deceived by that; from up close, they soon discover it. And nothing at 
all can be hidden from the Knower of the Unseen (Allah). 



Allah is the Creator and Knower of the Unseen 



(And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,) means, He initiated the creation of 
your father Adam from dust, then He created his offspring from semen of worthless water. 



then He made you pairs, means, male and female, as a kindness and a mercy from Him, He 
gave you partners from your own kind, that you may find repose in them. 



(And no female conceives or gives birth but with His knowledge.) means, He knows about that 
and nothing is hidden from Him at all, but, 



(not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) (6:59) We have already discussed in this respect 
in the Ayah: 



(Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the wombs fall short or exceed. 
Everything with Him is in (due) proportion. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most 
Great, the Most High.) (13:8-9). 



(And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book.) 
means, some of those sperm are granted a long life, which He knows and it is recorded with 
Him in the First Book. 



nor is a part cut off from his life, Here the pronoun (his) refers to mankind in general, not to a 
specific person, because the long life which is recorded in the Book and is known by AllaOh will 
not be cut off. It was reported via Al- Awfi that Ibn AbbaOs said concerning the AOyah, 



(And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. 
Surely, that is easy for Allah.) There is no one for whom Allah has decreed a long life but he 
will reach the age that has been decreed for him. When he reaches the time that has been 



decreed for him, he will not surpass it. And there is no one for whom Allah has decreed a short 
life but it will end when he reaches the age that has been decreed for him. Allah says: 



(nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for Allah.) He said, "That 
is recorded in a Book with Him." This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim. On the 
other hand, some of them said, "The phrase 



(And no aged man is granted a length of life) means, what He decrees for him of life, and 



nor is a part cut off from his life means, his time is constantly decreasing. All of this is known 
to AllaOh year after year, month after month, week after week, day after day, hour after hour. 
Everything is written with AllaOh in His Book. This was reported by Ibn JarOr from Abu MaOlik, 
and was also the view of As-Suddi and At aO AI-KhuraOsaOni. In the Tafsir of this Ayah, An- 
Nasa'i recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(Whoever would like to have ample provision and a long life, let him uphold the ties of 
kinship.)" It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Dawud. 



Surely, that is easy for AllaOh. means, that is very easy for Him, and He has detailed knowledge 
of all His creation, for His knowledge encompasses all things, and nothing at all is hidden from 
Him. 



(12. And the two seas (kinds of water) are not alike: this is palatable, sweet and pleasant to 
drink, and that is salty and bitter. And from them both you eat fresh tender meat (fish), and 
derive the ornaments that you wear. And you see the ships cleaving, that you may seek of His 
bounty, and that you may give thanks.) 



The Blessings and Signs of Allah 

Allah says, pointing out His mighty power in creating different things, how He has created the 
two seas (kinds of water). The fresh, palatable sea (kind of water) refers to the rivers which 
flow among people, rivers great and small according to people's needs in all regions and areas 
and lands. This water is sweet and palatable for whoever wants to drink it. 



and that is salty and bitter, means, unpalatable. This is the ocean in which the big ships sail, 
and is salty and undrinkable. AllaOh says: 



(and that is salty and bittery.) Then Allah says: 



(And from them both you eat fresh tender meat,) meaning, fish. 



(and derive the ornaments that you wear.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Out of them both come out pearl and coral. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you 
both (Jinn and men) deny) (55:22-23). 



And you see the ships cleaving, means, they travel through it, plowing through the water with 
their beak-shaped bows. MujaOhid said, The wind drives the ships, and the wind cannot drive 
any ships except the big ones. 



that you may seek of His bounty, means, through your journeys to engage in trade from one 
land to another. 



and that you may give thanks, means, that you may give thanks to your Lord for subjugating 
this mighty creation -- the sea -- to you, so that you can travel through it as you wish and go 
wherever you want, and nothing stops you His power has subjugated for you whatever is in the 
heavens and on earth, and all of this is by His grace and mercy. 



(13. He merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night. And He has 
subjected the sun and the moon, each runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah, your 
Lord; His is the kingdom. And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not 
even a Qitmir.) (14. If you invoke them, they hear your call; and if (in case) they were to hear, 
they could not grant it to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your 
worshipping them. And none can inform you like Him Who isthe All-Knower.) 

The gods of the Idolatorsdo not even own a Qitmir 

Another aspect of His perfect power and might is that He has subjugated the night with its 
darkness and the day with its light. He takes from the length of the one and adds it to the 
shortness of the other, until they become equal. Then He takes from the latter and adds to the 



former, so one becomes long and the other becomes short, so they take from one another in 
summer and in winter. 



(And He has subjected the sun and the moon,) and the stars and planets, with their light. All of 
them run in their appointed courses and in the manner prescribed for them, as decreed by the 
Almighty, All-Knowing. 



each runs its course for a term appointed, means, until the Day of Resurrection. 



Such is AllaOh, your Lord means, the One Who has done all this is the Almighty Lord besides 
Whom there is no other true God. 



(And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,) means, 'the idols and false gods 
whom you claim to be in the form of angels who are close to Allah,' 



own not even a Qit mOr. Ibn AbbaOs, may AllaOh be pleased with him, MujaOhid, Ikrimah, AtaO 
, At iyah Al- Awfi, Al-H asan, QataOdah and others said, This is the thread that is attached to 
the pit of a date. In other words, they do not possess anything in the heavens or on earth, not 
even anything equivalent to this Qit mOr. Then AllaOh says: 



(If you invoke them, they hear not your call;) means, 'the gods upon whom you call instead of 
Allah, do not hear your supplication, because they are inanimate and have no soul in them.' 



(and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant it to you.) means, 'they are not able 
to do any of the things that you ask them for.' 



And on the Day of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping them means, 'they will 
disown you.' This is like the Ayat: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, such as will not answer him till 
the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls to them And when mankind 
are gathered, they (false deities) will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.) 
(46:5-6), and 



(And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might give them honor, power and glory. 
Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to them.) (19:81-82) 



(And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.) means, no one can tell you about 
the consequences of things and how they will end like the One Who is the All-Knower of them. 
Qatadah said, "He is referring to Himself, may He be blessed and exalted, for He undoubtedly 
tells the truth." 



(15. mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah is the Rich, Worthy of all 
praise.) (16. If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new creation.) (17. And that 
is not hard for Allah.) (18. And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden; and if one 
heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted even though he be 
near of kin. You can warn only those who fear their Lord unseen and perform the Salah. And he 
who purifies himself (from all kinds of sins), then he purifies only for the benefit of himself. 
And to Allah is the Return (of all).) 



Mankind is in need of Allah, and each Person will carry His own 
Burdens on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that He has no need of anyone or anything else, but all of creation is in need of 
Him and is in a position of humility before Him. He says: 



(0 mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah.) meaning, they need Him in all that they do, 
but He has no need of them at all. Allah says: 



But AllaOh is the Rich, Worthy of all praise, meaning, He is unique in His being Free of all 
needs, and has no partner or associate, and He is Worthy of all praise in all that He does, says, 
decrees and legislates. 



(If He willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new creation.) means, if He wanted to, 
He could destroy you and bring forth another people, and this is not difficult or impossible for 
Him. He says: 



(And that is not hard for Allah.) Allah's saying: 



(And no bearer of burdens shall bear another's burden;) means, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(and if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, ) means, if the person who is carrying 
a heavy burden calls someone else to help him carry his load, all or part of it, 



(nothing of it will be lifted even though he be near of kin.) means, even if he is closely-related 
to him, even if he is his father or son, for each person will be preoccupied with his own self 
and his own situation. Then Allah says: 



(You can warn only those who fear their Lord unseen and perform the Salah.) means, 'the only 
ones who will draw a lesson from what you have brought are those who are possessed of insight 
and wisdom, who fear their Lord and who do as He commands.' 



(And he who purifies himself, then he purifies only for the benefit of himself.) means, who 
does righteous deeds, the benefit of that will come back to him, 



And to AllaOh is the Return, means, to Him everything will ultimately return, and He is swift in 
bringing to account. He will reward or punish everyone according to his deeds: if they are 
good, then the end will be good, and if they are bad, then the end will be bad. 



(19. Not alike are the blind and the seeing.) (20. Nor are (depths of) darkness and light.) (21. 
Nor are the shade and the sun's heat.) (22. Nor are the living and the dead. Verily, Allah makes 
whom He wills to hear, but you cannot make hear those who are in graves.) (23. You are only a 
warner.) (24. Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad tidings and a warner. 
And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among them.) (25. And if they deny you, 
those before them also denied. Their Messengers came to them with clear signs, and with the 
Scriptures, and with the Book giving light.) (26. Then I took hold of those who disbelieved, and 
how terrible was My denial!) 



The Believer and the Disbeliever are not equal 

Allah says that these antonyms are clearly not equal, the blind and the seeing are not equal, 
there is a difference and a huge gap between them. Darkness and light are not equal, neither 
are shade and the sun's heat. By the same token, the living and the dead are not equal. This is 
the parable Allah makes of the believers who are the living, and the disbelievers who are the 
dead. This is like the Ayat: 



(Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a light (of belief) whereby he can 
walk amongst men -- like him who is in the (depths of) darkness from which he can never come 
out) (6:122), 



(The parable of the two parties is as that of the blind and the deaf and the seer and the 
hearer. Are they equal when compared) (11:24) The believer sees and hears, and walks in the 
light upon a straight path in this world and the Hereafter, until he comes to settle in Gardens 



(Paradise) wherein is shade and springs. The disbeliever is blind and deaf, walking in darkness 
from which he cannot escape, he is lost in his misguidance in this world and the Hereafter, 
until he ends up in fierce hot wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool 
nor good. 



(Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear,) means. He guides them to listen to the proof and 
accept it and adhere it. 



(but you cannot make hear those who are in graves.) means, 'just as the dead cannot benefit 
from guidance and the call to truth after they have died as disbelievers and ended up in the 
graves, so too you cannot help these idolators who are decreed to be doomed, and you cannot 
guide them.' 



You are only a warner means, all you have to do is to convey the Message and warn them, and 
AllaOh leaves astray whomsoever He wills and guides whomsoever He wills. 



(Verily, We have sent you with the truth, a bearer of glad tidings and a warner.) means, 
bearer of glad tidingsto the believers and a warner to the disbelievers. 



(And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among them.) means, there was never 
any nation among the sons of Adam but Allah sent warners to them, and left them with no 
excuse. This is like the Ayat: 



(You are only a warner, and to every people there is a guide) (13:7). 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid all false deities." Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were some 
upon whom the straying wasjustified) (16:36). And there are many similar Ayat. 



(And if they deny you, those before them also denied. Their Messengers came to them with 
clear signs,) means, clear miracles and definitive proofs. 



(and with the Scriptures,) means, the Books. 



(and with the Book giving light.) means, clear and obvious. 



(Then I took hold of those who disbelieved,) means, 'despite all of this, they denied the 
Messengers and the Message they brought, so I seized them, i.e., with My punishment.' 



and how terrible was My denial! means, how great and intense and terrible do you think My 
punishment was And AllaOh knows best. 



(27. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and We produce therewith fruits of 
various colors, and among the mountains are Judad, white and red, of varying colors and 
(others) Gharabib black.) (28. And likewise, men and moving creature and cattle are of various 
colors. It is only those among His servants who have knowledge that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is 
Almighty, Oft-Forgiving.) 



The Perfect Power of Allah 

Allah tells us of His complete and perfect power of creation. He tells us how He makes 
different kinds of things from one thing, which is the water that He sends down from the 
heaven. From water He brings forth fruits of various colors, yellow, red, green, white and other 
colors, as we can see in the immense variety of their colors, tastes and scents. This is like 
another Ayah where Allah says: 



(And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of vines, and green crops, and date 
palms, growing into two or three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the same 
water; yet some of them We make more excellent than others to eat. Verily, in these things 
there are Ayat for the people who understand.) (13:4) 



(and among the mountains are Judad, white and red, of varying colors) means, He created the 
mountains like this, with different colors, as we also see that there are indeed white and red 
mountains, and in some of them there are streaks which are also of varying colors. Ibn 'Abbas 
said Al-Judad means pathways. This was also the view of Abu Malik, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As- 
Suddi. And there are some mountains which are very black. ' Ikrimah said, "Al-Gharabib means 



mountains which are high and black. This was also the view of Abu Malik, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani 
and Qatadah. Ibn Jarir said, "When the Arabs describe something as being very black, they say 
Ghirbib. 



(And likewise, men and moving creatures and cattle are of various colors.) means, the same is 
true of living creatures too, humans and animals, all creatures which walk on their feet, and 
cattle. Here something general is followed by something specific. These are all different too, 
for among mankind there are Berbers, Ethiopians and some non-Arabs who are very black, and 
9avs and Romans who are very white, and the Arabs who are in between, and the Indians. 
Allah says in another Ayah: 



(and the difference of your languages and colors. Verily, in that are indeed signs for men of 
sound knowledge) (30:22). Similarly, animals and cattle vary in their colors, even within one 
species, and a single animal may have patches of different colors. Blessed be Allah, the Best of 
creators. Allah then says: 



(It is only those who have knowledge among His servants that fear Allah.) meaning, only those 
who have knowledge truly fear Him as He should be feared, because the more they know about 
the Almighty, All-Powerful, All-Knowing Who has the most perfect attributes and is described 
with the most beautiful Names, the more they will fear Him. ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that 
Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(It is only those who have knowledge among His servants that fear Allah.) those who know that 
Allah is able to do all things. Ibn 'Abbas said, "The one among His servants who knows about 
Ar-Rahman, is the one who does not associate anything in worship with Him; the one who 
accepts as lawful that which He has permitted and accepts as unlawful that which He has 
prohibited. He obeys His commands and is certain that he will meet Him and be brought to 
account for his deeds. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "Fear is what stands between you and disobeying 
Allah, may He be glorified." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The knowledgeable person is the one who 
fears Ar-Rahman with regard to the Unseen, who likes that which Allah wants him to like, and 
who shunsthat which angers Allah." Then Al-Hasan recited: 



(It is only those among His servants who have knowledge that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is 
Almighty, Oft-Forgiving.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Hayyan At-Taymi from a man 
who said, "It used to be said that the knowledgeable are of three types: (first) one who knows 
Allah and the command of Allah, (second) one who knows Allah but does not know the 
command of Allah, and (third) one who knows the command of Allah but does not know Allah. 
The one who knows Allah and the command of Allah is the one who fears Allah and knows the 
limits (Hudud) and the obligatory duties (Fara'id). The one who knows Allah but does not know 
the command of Allah is the one who fears Allah but does not know the limits (Hudud) and the 
obligatory duties (Fara'id). The one who knows the command of Allah but does not know Allah 
is the one who knows the limits (Hudud) and the obligatory duties (Fara'id) but does not fear 
Allah." 



(29. Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah, and perform the Salah, and spend out of what 
We have provided for them, secretly and openly, they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will 
never perish.) (30. That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them (even) more, out 
of His grace. Verily, He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.) 



The Muslims will be the Ones Who gain in the Hereafter 

Here Allah tells us that His believing servants, who recite and believe in His Book, and do the 
deeds prescribed in it such as establishing regular prayer at the prescribed times, night and 
day, spending (in charity) out of that which Allah has provided for them secretly and openly, 



(they hope for a (sure) trade-gain that will never perish.) means, they hope for a reward from 
Allah which will inevitably be theirs. Allah says: 



(That He may pay them their wages in full, and give them (even) more, out of His grace.) 
meaning, that He may give them a reward for what they have done, and multiply it by adding 
more, such as has never occurred to them. 



(Verily, He is Oft -Forgiving,) means, He forgives their sins, 



(Most Ready to appreciate.) means, He appreciates even a little of their good deeds. 



(31. And what We have revealed to you of the Book, it is the (very) truth confirming that which 
was (revealed) before it. Verily, Allah is indeed All-Aware and All-Seer of His servants.) 



The Qur'an is The true Book of Allah 



And what We have revealed to you -- Muh ammad, of the Book, i.e., the Qur aOn, 



(it is the (very) truth confirming that which was (revealed) before it.) means, of the previous 
books. It confirmsthem just asthey bore witnessto the coming of the Qur'an and that it would 
be sent down from the Lord of the worlds. 



(Verily, Allah is indeed All-Aware and All-Seer of His servants.) means, He is All-Aware of them 
and knows who deserves to receive the blessing which He may give to him and not to others, 
the Prophets and the Messengers are favored above the rest of mankind, and some of the 
Prophets were given more than others and given higher status than others. The position given 
to Muhammad is higher than that of all the others, may the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon them all. 



(32. Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants whom We chose. Then of 
them are some who wrong themselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and 
of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds. That -- that is indeed a 
great grace.) 



The Inheritance of the Qur'an is of three kinds 

Allah says: 'Then We made those who uphold the Book confirming what came before, the one 
whom We have chosen from among Our servants. They are this Ummah, who are divided into 
three types.' Allah says: 



(Then of them are some who wrong themselves,) these are the ones who are careless about 
doing some obligatory actions, and who commit some forbidden actions. 



(and of them are some who follow a middle course,) these are the ones who fulfill their 
obligations and avoid things that are forbidden, but they may neglect some good deeds and do 
some things which are disliked. 



(and of them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds.) these are the ones 
who do obligatory actions and things which are encouraged, and who avoid doing unlawful and 
disliked actions, and avoid some actions which are permissible. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants whom We chose. ) "This refers 
to the Ummah of Muhammad . Allah caused it to inherit every Book that He had revealed; those 
who wrong themselves will be forgiven, those who follow a middle course will have an easy 
accounting, and those who are foremost in good deeds will enter Paradise without being 
brought to account." Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani reported from Ibn 'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah said one day: 



« » 

(My intercession will be for those among my Ummah who commit major sins.)" Ibn ' Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, "Those who are foremost in good deeds will enter Paradise 
without being brought to account; those who follow a middle course will enter Paradise by the 
mercy of Allah; and those who wrong themselves and Ashab Al-A* raf will enter Paradise by the 
intercession of Muhammad ." It was also reported from a number of the Salaf that those among 
this Ummah who wrong themselves are still among those whom Allah has chosen, even though 
they are imperfect and fell short by not adhering to the straight path . Others said that those 
who wrong themselves are not part of this Ummah and are not among those whom Allah has 
chosen and who inherited the Book. The correct view is that they are also part of this Ummah. 

The Virtues of the Scholars 

The scholars are the most fortunate of people with regard to this blessing, and the most 
entitled to this mercy. Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that Qays bin 
Kathir said, "One of the people of Al-Madinah came to Abu Ad-Darda', may Allah be pleased 
with him, when he was in Damascus. Abu Ad-Darda' said, " What brought you here, my brother' 
He said, " A Hadith which I heard that you narrate from the Messenger of Allah .' He said, ' Have 
you come for trade' He said, ' No.' He said, ' Have you come for any other reason' He said, * No.' 
He said, ' Have you come only to seek this Hadith' He said, * Yes.' He, may Allah be pleased with 
him said, " I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 

(Whoever follows a path to seek knowledge, Allah will show him the way to Paradise. The 
angels lower their wings being pleased with the one who seeks knowledge. Whoever is in the 
heavens and on earth, even the fish in the sea, ask for forgiveness for the scholar. The 



superiority of the scholar over the worshipper is like that of the moon over all other heavenly 
bodies. The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the Prophets did not leave behind Dinars 
and Dirhams, but they left behind knowledge; and whoever receives it, receives an abundance 
of good fortune.)'" It was also reported by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. 



(33. ' Adn (Gardens) will they enter, therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold and 
pearls, and their garments therein will be of silk.) (34. And they will say: "All praise and thanks 
be to Allah, Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Ready to appreciate.") (35. "Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last 
forever, where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us.") Allah tells us that those 
whom He chose among His servants, those who inherited the Book which was revealed from the 
Lord of the worlds, will, on the Day of Resurrection, have an abode in Everlasting Gardens 
which they will enter on the Day when they are raised anew and meet Allah. 



(therein will they be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls,) It was recorded in the Sahih 
from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(The ornaments of the believer will reach as far as his Wudu'.) 



(and their garments therein will be of silk.) For this reason it is forbidden for them (the males) 
in this world, but Allah will permit it for them in the Hereafter. It was recorded in the Sahih 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Whoever wears silk in this world, will not wear it in the Hereafter.) And he said: 

« » 

(It isfor them in this world, and for you in the Hereafter.) 



(And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has removed from us (all) 
grief...") which means fear of everything that is feared; it has been lifted from us and we have 
been relieved of all that we used to fear of the anxieties of the world and the Hereafter. Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said, "He forgives them for their major sins, 
and appreciates even the smallest of their good deeds." 



(Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last forever,) means, 'Who has given 
us this position and status out of His grace and blessing and mercy, for our good deeds are not 
equivalent to this.' It was reported in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said: - 

« » 

(None of you will enter Paradise by virtue of his good deeds.) They said, "Not even you, 
Messenger of Allah" He said, 



» 



« 



(Not even me, unless Allah encompasses me with His mercy and grace.) 



(where toil will touch us not nor weariness will touch us.) means, neither hardship nor 
exhaustion will touch us. The words translated here as "toil" and "weariness" both mean 
exhaustion, as if what is meant by the negation of both is that neither their bodies nor their 
souls will become exhausted; and Allah knows best. They used to exhaust themselves in 
worshipping this world, but their obligations will come to an end when they enter Paradise, 
where they will enjoy eternal rest and repose. Allah says: 



(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!) (69:24) 



(36. But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. Neither will it have a complete 
killing effect on them so that they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do We 
requite every disbeliever !) (37. Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do 
righteous good deeds, not that we used to do." (Allah will reply:) "Did We not give you lives 
long enough, so that whosoever would receive admonition could receive it And the warner 
came to you. So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is no helper.") 



The Punishment of the Disbeliever and what Their State will be in 

Hell 

Having told us how the blessed will be (in Paradise), Allah now starts to tell us what the state 
of doomed will be. He says: 



(But those who disbelieve, for them will be the fire of Hell. Neither will it have a complete 
killing effect on them so that they die) This is like the Ayah: 



(Wherein he will neither die nor live) (20:74). It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(As for the people of Hell who will dwell therein, they will neither live nor die there. ) And 
Allah says: 



(And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): "0 Malik! Let your Lord make an end of us." He will 
say: "Verily, you shall abide forever.") (43:77). When they are in this state, they will think that 
if only they could die, it would be a time of rest for them, but that can never happen to them. 
Allah says: 



(Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that they die nor shall its torment be 
lightened for them. ) This is like the Ayat: 



(Verily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide therein forever. (That) will not be 
lightened for them, and they will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, sorrows and in 
despair therein.) (43:74-75). 



(whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of the Fire) (17:97), and 



{So taste you. No increase shall We give you, except in torment.) (78:30). Then Allah says: 



(Thus do We requite every disbeliever!) meaning, this is the recompense of everyone who 
disbelieved in his Lord and denied the truth. 



(Therein they will cry) means, they will call out in the Fire, beseeching Allah with their voices: 



("Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, not that we used to do.") which 
means, they will ask to go back to the worldly life so that they can do something different to 
the first deedsthey did. But Allah, may He be glorified, knowsthat if He sent them back to this 
world, they would go back to what they had been forbidden to do, and He knowsthat they are 
lying, so He will not respond to their plea. This is like the Ayah where Allah tells us that they 
will say: 



(Then is there any way to get out (of the Fire). (It will be said): "This is because, when Allah 
Alone was invoked you disbelieved (denied), but when partners were joined to Him, you 
believed!) (40:1 1 ,12) i.e., ' there will be no response for you because you were like that; if you 
were to return to this world, you would just go back to that which you had been forbidden to 
do.' Allah says here: 



(Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever would receive admonition could 
receive it And the warner came to you.) meaning, 'did you not live for long enough in the 
world that if you were to be among those who would benefit from the truth, you would have 
benefited from it during your lifetimes' Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 

(Allah has left no excuse for the person who lives to be sixty or seventy years old; Allah has left 
no excuse for him; Allah has left no excuse for him.) Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded, in the 
Book of Riqaq in his Sahih, that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Allah has left no excuse for a man who reaches the age of sixty.)" Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Whoever is granted a long life until the age of sixty, Allah has left no excuse for him.)" This 
was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasa'i in Ar-Riqaq. Because this is the age at which 
Allah removes any excuse from His servants, this is the usual age of people in this Ummah, as 
was reported in the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The usual life span in my Ummah is between sixty and seventy years, and only a few pass this 
age.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah in the Book of Zuhd of hisSunan . 



(And the warner came to you. ) It was reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, ' Ikrimah, Abu Ja' f ar Al-Baqir, may Allah be pleased with him, Qatadah and Sufyan bin 
x Uyaynah said, "This means grey hair." As-Suddi and " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 
"This means the Messenger of Allah " and Ibn Zayd recited, 



(This is a warner of the (series of) warners of old.) (53:56). This is the correct view according 
to Shayban who narrated that Qatadah said, "Proof will be established against them by the fact 
that they lived long enough and that Messengers came to them." This is also the view favored 
by Ibn Jarir, and it is the apparent meaning of the Ayah: 



(And they will cry (to the keeper of Hell): "0 Malik! Let your Lord make an end of us." He will 
say: "Verily, you shall abide forever." Indeed We have brought the truth to you, but most of you 
have a hatred for the truth.) (43: 77- 78) meaning: ' We showed you the truth clearly through the 
Messengers, but you rejected it and opposed it.' And Allah says: 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger) (17:15). 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: "Did no warner come to you" They will 
say: "Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but we denied him and said: ' Allah never sent down 
anything; you are only in great error'.") (67:8-9). 



{So taste you. For the wrongdoers there is no helper.) means, Maste the punishment of the 
Fire, as a recompense for your going against the Prophets in all your deeds, for today you will 
have no helper to save you from your fate of punishment and chains.' 



(38. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. Verily, He is 
the All-Knower of that is in the breasts.) (39. He it is Who has made you successors generations 
after generations in the earth, so whosoever disbelieves, on him will be his disbelief. And the 
disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of their Lord. And the disbelief of the 
disbelievers adds nothing but loss.) Here Allah tells us that He knows the unseen in the heavens 
and earth, and that He knows all that is hidden and the secrets of the hearts. And He tells us 
that He will reward or punish everyone according to his deeds. Then Allah says: 



(He it is Who has made you successors generations after generations in the earth,) meaning, all 
people succeed one another, generation after generation. This is like the Ayah: 



(and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after generations) (27:62). 



(so whosoever disbelieves, on him will be his disbelief.) means, he and no one else will have to 
bear the consequences of that. 



(And the disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of their Lord.) means, the longer 
they persist in their disbelief, the more Allah hates them, and the longer they persist in it, the 
more they and their families will lose on the Day of Resurrection. This is in contrast to the 
believers, for the longer they live and do good deeds, the higher their status in Paradise will 
be, the greater their reward, and the more beloved they will be to their Creator. 



(40. Say: "Have you considered your partners whom you call upon besides Allah Show Me, what 
they have created of the earth. Or have they any share in the heavens Or have We given them 
a Book, so that they act on clear proof therefrom Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another 
nothing but delusions.") (41. Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should 
move away from their places, and if they were to move away from their places, there is not 
one that could grasp them after Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.) 



The Helplessness of the false gods and the Power of Allah 

Allah tells His Messenger to say to the idolators: 



(Have you considered your partners whom you call upon besides Allah) the idols and rivals. 



(Show Me what they have created of the earth. Or have they any share in the heavens) 
meaning, they have nothing at all of that, they do not possess even the membrane covering the 
stone of a date. 



(Or have We given them a Book, so that they act on clear proof therefrom) meaning, ' have We 
revealed to them a Book on which they base their Shirk and disbelief This is not the case at all. 



(Nay, the wrongdoers promise one another nothing but delusions.) means, they are merely 
following their own whims, opinions and wishes which are their personal desires, and they are 
no more than misguidance and falsehood. Then Allah tells us of His mighty power, by which the 
heavens and the earth stand by His command, and the forces that He has placed between them 
to hold them. He says: 



(Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should move away from their places, 
means, lest they should shift from where they are. This is like the Ayat: 



(He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His leave) (22:65), and 



(And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand by His command) (30:25). 



(and if they were to move away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after 
Him.) means, no one can make them stay and preserve them except Him. He is Ever Most 
Forbearing and Oft-Forgiving because He sees His servants disbelieving in Him and disobeying 
Him, yet He is patient and gives them time, He waits and does not hasten the punishment, and 
He concealsthe faults of others and forgivesthem. He says: 



(Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft -Forgiving.) 



(42. And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a warner came to them, they 
would be more guided than any of the nations; yet when a warner came to them, it increased 
in them nothing but flight (from the truth).) (43. (They took to flight because of their) 
arrogance in the land and their plotting of evil. But the evil plot encompasses only him who 
makes it. Then, can they expect anything (else) but the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples 
of old 3d, no change will you find in Allah's Sunnah, and no turning off will you find in Allah's 
Sunnah.) 



They longed for a Warner to come, but when He came, They 

disbelieved in Him 

Allah tells us how Quraysh and the Arabs swore by Allah their most binding oath before the 
Messenger came to them, 



(that if a warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of the nations;) i.e., than 
any of the nations to whom Messengers had been sent. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak and 
others. This is like the Ayat: 



(Lest you (pagan Arabs) should say: "The Book was sent down only to two sects before us, and 
for our part, we were in fact unaware of what they studied." Or lest you should say: "If only the 
Book had been sent down to us, we would surely have been better guided than they." So, now 
has come unto you a clear proof from your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy. Who then does 
more wrong than one who rejectsthe Ayat of Allah and turns away therefrom) (6:156-157) 



(And indeed they (Arab pagans) used to say: "If we had a reminder as had the men of old, We 
would have indeed been the chosen servants of Allah!" But they disbelieve therein, so they will 
come to know!) (37:167-170) Allah says: 



(yet when a warner came to them,) -- meaning, Muhammad with the Book revealed to him, 
i.e., the Clear Qur'an, 



(it increased in them nothing but flight (from the truth).) means, they only increased in their 
disbelief. Then Allah explainsthisfurther: 



((They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land) means, they were too arrogant to 
follow the signs of Allah. 



(and their plotting of evil.) means, they plotted to prevent people from following the path of 
Allah. 



(But the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it.) means, the evil consequences of that 
will come back upon them and not on others. 



(Then, can they expect anything (else) but the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples of old) 
meaning, the punishment of Allah for disbelieving in His Messengers and going against His 
command. 



(and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.) means, it does not change or alter, and this 
is what happens to every disbeliever. 



(and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah.) means, 



(But when Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning back of it) (13:11). This 
means, no one can remove that from them or ward it off from them. And Allah knows best. 



(44. Have they not traveled in the land, and seen what was the end of those before them -- 
though they were superior to them in power Allah is not such that anything in the heavens or in 
the earth escapes Him. Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Able.) (45. And if Allah were to punish 
men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the 



earth; but He gives them respite to an appointed term, and when their term comes, then 
verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of His servants.) 

Remember the Bad Consequences of disbelieving in the Prophets 

Allah says: ' say, Muhammad, to these people who disbelieve the Message you have brought: 
travel in the land and see what was the punishment of those who disbelieved the Messengers, 
how Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers. See how 
their homes were emptied of them and how they lost everything after living in luxury and being 
so numerous and so well equipped, and having so much wealth and so many children. All of 
that was of no avail to them and could not protect them in the slightest from the punishment 
of Allah when the command of the Lord came. Nothing is impossible for Him when He wants it 
to happen in the heavens or on earth.' 



(Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Able.) means, He knows all that exists and is able to do all 
things. 



The Wisdom behind delaying the Punishment Then Allah says: 



(And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth;) meaning, if He were to punish them for all of their sins, 
He would destroy all the people of the earth and all that they own of livestock and crops. Sa' id 
bin Jubayr and As-Suddi commented on the Ayah: 



(He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the earth;) "This means, He would 
have stopped sending rain to them, and all the animals would have died as a result." 



(but He gives them respite to an appointed term,) means, but He is delaying until the Day of 
Resurrection, when He will bring them to account and will reward or punish each one according 
to his deeds: He will reward those who obeyed Him and will punish those who disobeyed Him. 
He says: 



(and when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of His servants.) This is the end 
of the Tafsir of Surah Fatir. All praise and gratitude is due to Allah. 



The Tafsir of Surah Ya Sn 

(Chapter - 36) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surah Ya Sin 

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(Whoever recites Ya Sn in the night, will wake up forgiven, and whoever recites Ha Mim in 
which Ad-Dukhan (the Smoke) is mentioned, will wake up forgiven.) Its chain of narration is 
good (Jayyid) . Ibn Hibban recorded in his Sahih that Jundub bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(Whoever recites Ya Sn in the night, seeking the Face of Allah, will be forgiven.) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ya Sin.) (2. By the Qur'an, full of wisdom,) (3. Truly, you are one of the Messengers,) (4. On 
the straight path.) (5. Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful,) (6. In order that you may 
warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are heedless.) (7. Indeed the Word 
has proved true against most of them, so they will not believe.) 



The Messenger was sent as a Warner 

We have already discussed the individual letters at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. 



(By the Qur'an, full of wisdom) means, Al-Muhkam (perfect) which falsehood cannot come to 
from before it or behind it. 



(Truly, you) means, Muhammad, 



(are one of the Messengers, on the straight path.) means, following a straight methodology and 
religion, and an upright Law. 



(Sent down by the Almighty, the Most Merciful.) means, this path which you have brought is a 
revelation from the Lord of might Who is Most Merciful to His believing servants. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(And verily, you are indeed guiding (mankind) to the straight path. The path of Allah to Whom 
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. Verily, to Allah all matters 
return.) (42:52-53). 



(In order that you may warn a people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are 
heedless.) This refers to the Arabs, for no warner had come to them before him. The fact that 
they alone are mentioned does not mean that others are excluded, just as mentioning some 
individuals does not mean that all others are excluded. We have already mentioned the Ayat 
and Mutawatir Hadiths which state that the mission of the Prophet is universal, when we 
discussed the meaning of the Ayah: 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.") (7:158). 



(Indeed the Word has proved true against most of them,) Ibn Jarir said, "The punishment has 
become inevitable for most of them, because Allah has decreed in the Mother of the Book (Al- 
Lawh Al-Mahfuz) that they will not believe. 



(so they will not believe. ) in Allah, or in His Messengers. 



(8. Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to the chins, so that their heads are 
raised up.) (9. And We have put a barrier before them, and a barrier behind them, and We 
have covered them up, so that they cannot see.) (10. It is the same to them whether you warn 
them or you warn them not, they will not believe.) (11. You can only warn him who follows the 
Reminder, and fears the Most Gracious unseen. Bear you to such one the glad tidings of 
forgiveness, and a generous reward.) (12. Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that 
which they send before (them), and their traces and all things We have recorded with numbers 
in Imam Mubin (a Clear Book).) 



The State of Those Who are decreed to be among the Doomed 

Allah says: ' In the case of those who are decreed to be among the doomed, when it comes to 
the matter of being guided, We have made them like a person who has a chain around his neck 
and whose hands are tied together beneath his chin so that his head is lifted up.' As Allah says: 



(so that their heads are raised up.) Mentioning the chains around the neck is sufficient and 
there is no need to mention the hands, although they are referred to by implication. AI-* Awfi 
said, narrating from Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, concerning the Ayah: 



(Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to the chins, so that their heads are 
raised up.) This is like the Ayah: 



(And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck)(17:29). meaning that their hands are 
tied to their necks and they cannot stretch them forth in order to do any good deeds. 



(so that their heads are raised up.) according to Mujahid it means their heads are raised, and 
their hands are placed over their mouths, so they are restrained from doing anything good. 



(And We have put a barrier before them,) Mujahid said, "Between them and the truth." 



(and a barrier behind them,) Mujahid said, "Between them and the truth, so they are 
confused." Qatadah said, "They move from one form of misguidance to another." 



(and We have covered them up,) means, x We have blinded their eyes to the truth. 



(so that they cannot see.) means, they cannot benefit from goodness or be guided to it. Ibn 
Jarir said, "It was narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that he used to 
recite "Fa a' shaynahum" instead of Fa'aghshaynahum , from AI-" Asha (weakness of the sight, 
blindness), which is a complaint of the eye." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "Allah 
placed this barrier between them and Islam and Iman, so that they will never reach it," and he 
recited: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe, 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.) (10:96-97). Then 
he said, "Whoever has been prevented by Allah, will never be able." ' Ikrimah said, "Abu Jahl 
said, ' If I see Muhammad, I will do such and such.' Then Allah revealed: 



(Verily, We have put on their necks iron collars...) up to: 



(so that they cannot see.)" He said, "They used to say, ' Here is Muhammad,' and he would say, 
1 Where is he Where is he' And he would not be able to see him." Ibn Jarir also recorded this. 



(It is the same to them whether you warn them or you warn them not, they will not believe.) 
means, Allah has decreed that they will be misguided, so warning them will not help them and 
will not have any effect on them. Something similar has already been seen at the beginning of 
Surat Al-Baqarah, and Allah also says: 



(Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe, 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment. )(10:96-97). 



(You can only warn him who follows the Reminder,) means, 'only the believers will benefit 
from your warning, those who follow the Reminder,' which is the Qur'an. 



(and fears the Most Gracious unseen.) means, even when no one sees him except Allah, may He 
be blessed and exalted, he knowsthat Allah iswatching him and sees what he does. 



(Bear you to such one the glad tidings of forgiveness,) i.e., of his sins, 



(and a generous reward.) means, one that is vast and great and beautiful. This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.) 
(67:12). 



(Verily, We give life to the dead,) means, on the Day of Resurrection. This also indicates that 
Allah gives life to the heart of whomever He wills among the disbelievers, those whose hearts 
have died in misguidance, by guiding them after that to the truth. As Allah says after 
mentioning hardness of the heart: 



(Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat to 
you, that you may understand.) (57:17) 



(and We record that which they send before (them),) means, their deeds. 



(and their traces) means, 'We write down the deeds which they used to do themselves, and 
the legacy they left behind, so We will requite them for that: if it is good, then We will reward 
them, and if it is evil, then We will punish them.' This is like the Hadith: 

» 



« 



(Whoever starts (or sets an example of) something good in Islam, will have a reward for it, and 
a reward equal to that of everyone who does it after him, without that detracting from their 
reward in the slightest. Whoever starts (or sets an example of) something evil in Islam, will 
bear the burden for that, and a burden equal to that of everyone who does it after him, 
without that detracting from their burden in the slightest.) This was recorded by Muslim from 
Jarir bin ' Abdullah Al-Bajali, may Allah be pleased with him in which is detailed a story of the 
people from the Mudar tribe, who were wearing woollen rags. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this 



Hadith in full from Jarir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him. In it the Prophet then 
recited: 



(and We record that which they send before (them), and their traces) Muslim also recorded it 
with a different chain of narration. There is also another Hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim from 
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(When the son of Adam dies, all his deeds come to an end except three: knowledge which is 
beneficial to others, a righteous child who prays for him, or ongoing charity which he leaves 
behind. )" Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that Abu Sa' id said, "I heard Mujahid say concerning the 
Ayah: 



(Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that which they send before (them), and their 
traces) 'What they left behind of misguidance.'" Ibn Abi Najih and others said, narrating from 
Mujahid: 



(that which they send before (them),) "Their deeds. 



(and their traces). He said, "Their footsteps." This was also the view of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. 



(and their traces) means their footsteps. Qatadah said, "If Allah were to have neglected 
anything with regard to you, son of Adam, He would have neglected what the wind could 
remove of these footsteps." But He takes into account the footsteps of the son of Adam and all 
his deeds; He even takes into account these footsteps and whether they are for the purpose of 



obeying Allah or disobeying Him. So, whoever can have his footsteps recorded for the purpose 
of obeying Allah, let him do that. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ' Abdullah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "There was an empty area around the Masjid, and Banu Salamah 
wanted to move to be closer to the Masjid. When the Messenger of Allah heard about that, he 
said to them: 



» 



« 



(I have heard that you want to move close to the Masjid.) They said, 'Yes, Messenger of 
Allah, that iswhat we want.' He said: 



» 



« 



(0 Banu Salamah, stay where you are, and your footsteps will be recorded, stay where you are, 
and your footsteps will be recorded.)" This was also recorded by Muslim from Jabir, may Allah 
be pleased with him. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, "A man died in Al-Madinah and the Prophet prayed over him, and said, 

« » 

(Would that he had died somewhere other than in his place of birth!) A man among the people 
said, ' Why, Messenger of Allah' The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When a man dies somewhere other than in his place of birth, it will be measured for him from 
where he was born to where his footsteps no longer appear, (and this is the space that will be 
allocated for him) in Paradise.)" It was also recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. Ibn Jarir 
narrated that Thabit said, "I was walking with Anas and I began to walk quickly. He took my 
hand and we walked slowly, and when we had finished praying, Anas said, ' I walked with Zayd 
bin Thabit and I was walking quickly, and he said: Anas! Do you not feel that your footsteps 
are being written down'" There is no contradiction between this and the first report, on the 
contrary, this indicates the same thing somewhat more forcefully. Because these footsteps are 
being recorded, then those which are setting an example, whether good or bad, are more likely 
to be recorded. And Allah knows best. 



(and all things We have recorded with numbers (as a record) in Imam Mubin (a Clear Book).) 
means, everything that exists is precisely dictated in a record in Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz. Al-lmam 
Al-Mubin here refers to the source of all records. This was the view of Mujahid, Qatadah and 
x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. Similarly, Allah also says: 



((And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human beings with their (respective) 
Imam (record of good and bad deeds)) (17:71). meaning the Book of their deeds which will 
testify asto their deeds, whether they were good or bad. This is like the Ayat: 



(and the Book will be placed (open), and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought 
forward) (39:69), and 



(And the Book (one's Record) will be placed, and you will see the criminals, fearful of that 
which is (recorded) therein. They will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves 
neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they will find all 
that they did, placed before them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.) (18:49). 



(13. And put forward to them a similitude; the Dwellers of the Town, when there came 
Messengers to them.) (14. When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them both; so 
We reinforced them with a third, and they said: "Verily, we have been sent to you as 
Messengers.") (15. They said: "You are only human beings like ourselves, and the Most Gracious 
has revealed nothing. You are only telling lies.") (16. The Messengers said: "Our Lord knows that 
we have been sent as Messengers to you,") (17. "And our duty is only to convey plainly.") 



The Story of the Dwellers of the Town and Their Messengers, a 
Lesson that Those Who belied Their Messengers were destroyed 

Allah says, ' Muhammad, tell your people who disbelieve in you,' 



(a similitude; the Dwellers of the Town, when there came Messengers to them.) In the reports 
that he transmitted from Ibn 'Abbas, Ka' b Al-Ahbar and Wahb bin Munabbih - Ibn Ishaq 
reported that it was the city of Antioch, in which there was a king called Antiochus the son of 
Antiochusthe son of Antiochus, who used to worship idols. Allah sent to him three Messengers, 
whose names were Sadiq, Saduq and Shalurm, and he disbelieved in them. It was also narrated 
from Buraydah bin Al-Husayb, * Ikrimah, Qatadah and Az-Zuhri that it was Antioch. Some of the 
Imams were not sure that it was Antioch, as we shall see below after telling the rest of the 
story, if Allah wills. 



(When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them both;) means, they hastened to 
disbelieve in them. 



(so We reinforced them with a third,) means, " We supported and strengthened them with a 
third Messenger. ' Ibn Jurayj narrated from Wahb bin Sulayman, from Shu' ayb Al-Jaba'i, "The 
names of the first two Messengers were Sham' un and Yuhanna, and the name of the third was 
Bulus, and the city was Antioch (Antakiyah). 



(and they said) means, to the people of that city, 



(Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers.) meaning, 'from your Lord Who created you 
and Who commands you to worship Him Alone with no partners or associates.' Thiswasthe view 
of Abu AI-'Aliyah. Qatadah bin DP amah claimed that they were messengers of the Messiah, 
peace be upon him, sent to the people of Antioch. 



(They said: "You are only human beings like ourselves...") means, 'so how could you receive 
revelation when you are human beings and we are human beings, so why do we not receive 
revelation like you If you are Messengers, you should be angels.' This is like what many of the 
nations said who disbelieved, as Allah has told us in the Ayah: c 



(That was because there came to them their Messengers with clear proofs, but they said: "Shall 
mere men guide us") (64: 6) meaning that they were amazed by that and they denied it. And 
Allah says: 



(They said: "You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to turn us away from what 
our fathers used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority.") (14:10). And Allah tells us that 
they said: 



("If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, then verily, you indeed would be losers. 
(23:34). And All ah says: 



(And nothing prevented men from believing when the guidance came to them, except that they 
said: "Has Allah sent a man as (His) Messenger") (17:94). These people said: 



(You are only human beings like ourselves, and the Most Gracious has revealed nothing. You are 
only telling lies." The Messengers said: "Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers 
to you.") This means that the three Messengers answered them saying: "Allah knows that we are 
His Messengers to you. If we were lying, He would have taken the utmost vengeance against us, 
but He will cause us to prevail and will make us victorious against you, and you will come to 
know whose will be the happy end in the Hereafter." This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and you. He knows what is in the heavens 
and on earth." And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in Allah, it is they who are 
the losers.) (29:52) 



(And our duty is only to convey plainly.) means, 'all we have to do is to convey to you the 
Message with which we have been sent; if you obey, then happiness will be yours in this world 
and the Hereafter, and if you do not respond, you will soon know the consequences of that.' 
And Allah knows best. 



(18. They (people) said: "For us, we see an evil omen from you; if you cease not, we will surely 
stone you, and a painful torment will touch you from us.") (19. They (Messengers) said: "Your 
evil omens be with you! Because you are admonished Nay, but you are a people mischievous.") 
Then the people of the city said to them, 



(For us, we see an evil omen from you;) meaning, * we do not see in your faces any sign of good 
for our lives.' Qatadah said, "They were saying, * if something bad befalls us, it will be because 
of you.'" Mujahid said, "They were saying: People like you never enter a town, but its people 
are punished." 



(if you cease not, we will surely stone you,) Qatadah said, "By throwing stones at you." 



(and a painful torment will touch you from us.) means, a severe punishment. Their Messengers 
said to them: 



(Your evil omens be with you!) meaning, 'they are thrown back at you.' This is like the Ayah 
where Allah describes the people of Fir' awn: 



(But whenever good came to them, they said: "Ours is this." And if evil afflicted them, they 
ascribed it to evil omens connected with Musa and those with him. Be informed! Verily, their 
evil omens are with Allah) (7:131). And the people of Salih said: 



("We augur ill omen from you and those with you." He said: "Your ill omen is with Allah.") 
(27:47) And Allah said: 



(And if some good reaches them, they say, "This is from Allah," but if some evil befalls them, 
they say, "This is from you." Say: "All things are from Allah," so what is wrong with these people 
that they fail to understand any word) (4:78) 



((Do you call it "evil omen") because you are admonished Nay, but you are a people 
mischievous.) means, 'because of us, because we admonished you and told you to worship 
Allah Alone and with all sincerity, and in return you said what you said and threatened us. Nay, 
but you are a mischievous people.' Qatadah said, "This means, 'Because we reminded you 
about Allah, you saw an evil omen in us. Nay, but you are a mischievous people'. " 



(20. And there came a man running from the farthest part of the town. He said, "0 my people! 
Obey the Messengers.") (21. "Obey those who ask no wages of you, and who are rightly 
guided.") (22. "And why should I not worship Him Who has created me and to Whom you shall 
be returned.") (23. "Shall I take besides Him gods If the Most Gracious intends me any harm, 
their intercession will be of no use for me whatsoever, nor can they save me.") (24. "Then 
verily, I should be in plain error.") (25. "Verily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!") 
Quoting what reached him from Ibn ' Abbas, Ka' b Al-Ahbar and Wahb bin Munabbih -- Ibn Ishaq 
reported that, "The people of the city resolved to kill their Messengers, then a man came 
running to them from the farthest part of the town, i.e., to help them against his people. They 
said, his name was Habib, and he used to work with ropes. He was a sickly man who suffered 
from leprosy, and he was very charitable, giving half of his earnings in charity, and his Fitrah 
(natural inclination) was sound." Shabib bin Bishr said, narrating from ' Ikrimah, from Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that the name of the man mentioned in Ya Sn was 
Habib An-Najjar, and he was killed by his people. 



(He said: "O my people! Obey the Messengers.") -- he urged his people to follow the Messengers 
who had come to them. 



(Obey those who ask no wages of you,) means, ' for the Message which they convey to you, and 
they are rightly-guided in what they are calling you to, the worship of Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate.' 



(And why should I not worship Him Who has created me) means, ' and what is there to stop me 
from sincerely worshipping the One Who has created me, and worshipping Him Alone, with no 
partner or associate' 



(and to Whom you shall be returned.) means, 'on the Day of Resurrection, when He will 
requite you for your deeds: if they are good then you will be rewarded and if they are evil then 
you will be punished.' 



(Shall I take besides Him gods) This is a rhetorical question intended to rebuke and chastise. 



(If the Most Gracious intends me any harm, their intercession will be of no use for me 
whatsoever, nor can they save me.) means, 'these gods whom you worship instead of Him 
possess no power whatsoever, if Allah wills me some harm,' 



(none can remove it but He) (6:17). 'These idols can neither cause any harm nor bring any 
benefit, and they cannot save me from the predicament I am in.' 



(Then verily, I should be in plain error.) means, 'if I were to take them as gods instead of 
Allah.' 



(Verily, I have believed in your Lord, so listen to me!) Ibn Ishaq said, quoting from what had 
reached him from Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Ka' b and Wahb, "He said to his 
people: 



{" Verily, I have believed in your Lord) in Whom you have disbelieved, 



(so listen to me!)' means, listen to what I say." Or it may be that he was addressing the 
Messengers when he said: 



(Verily, I have believed in your Lord,) meaning, ' Who has sent you,' 



(so listen to me!) meaning, ' bear witness to that before Him.' This was narrated by Ibn Jarir, 
who said, "And others said that this was addressed to the Messengers, and he said to them: 
'Listen to what I say and bear witness to what I say before my Lord, that I have believed in 
your Lord and have followed you.' This interpretation is more apparent, and Allah knows best. 
Ibn Ishaq said, quoting from what had reached him from Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, Ka' b and Wahb, ' When he said that, they turned on him as one, and killed him at once, 
and he had no one to protect him from that."' Qatadah said, "They started to stone him while 
he was saying, ' Allah, guide my people for they do not know, and they kept stoning him until 
he died a violent death, and he was still praying for them.' May Allah have mercy on him." 



(26. It was said: "Enter Paradise." He said: "Would that my people knew.") (27. "That my Lord 
(Allah) has forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!") (28. And We sent not against his 
people after him an army from the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send (such a thing).) 
(29. It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still.) Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from 



some of his companions from Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, that they stamped on 
him until his intestines came out of his back passage. Allah said to him: 



("Enter Paradise.") so he entered it with all its bountiful provision, when Allah had taken away 
from him all the sickness, grief and exhaustion of this world. Mujahid said, "It was said to Habib 
An-Najjar, 'Enter Paradise.' This was his right, for he had been killed. When he saw the 
reward, 



(He said: "Would that my people knew...")." Qatadah said, "You will never find a believer but 
he is sincere and is never insincere. When he saw with his own eyes how Allah had honored 
him, he said: 



(He said: "Would that my people knew that my Lord has forgiven me, and made me of the 
honored ones!") He wished that his people could know about what he was seeing with his own 
eyes of the honor of Allah." Ibn 'Abbas said, "He was sincere towards his people during his 
lifetime by saying, 



(0 my people! Obey the Messengers), and after his death by saying: 



(Would that my people knew that my Lord (Allah) has forgiven me, and made me of the 
honored ones!) This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from ' Asim Al- 
Ahwal from Abu Mijlaz: 



(That my Lord has forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!) "Because of my faith in my 
Lord and my belief in the Messengers." He meant that if they could see the great reward and 
everlasting blessings that he had attained, this would lead them to follow the Messengers. May 



Allah have mercy on him and be pleased with him, for he was so keen that his people should be 
guided. 



(And We sent not against his people after him an army from the heaven, nor was it needful for 
Usto send.) Allah tells usthat He took revenge on his people after they had killed him because 
He, may He be blessed and exalted, was angry with them, for they had disbelieved in His 
Messengers and killed His close friend. Allah tells usthat He did not send an army of angels, 
nor did He need to send them, to destroy these people; the matter was simpler than that. This 
wastheviewof Ibn Mas' ud, according to the reports of Ibn Ishaq from some of his companions 
concerning the Ayah: 



(And We sent not against his people after him an army from the heaven, nor was it needful for 
Us to send.) He said: "" We did not seek to outnumber them, for the matter was simpler than 
that." 



(It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still.) He said, "So Allah destroyed that tyrant 
king, and destroyed the people of Antioch, and they disappeared from the face of the earth, 
leaving no trace behind. It was said that the words 



(nor was it needful for Us to send (such a thing).) mean, " We did not send the angels against 
the nations when We destroyed them; all We did was to send the punishment to destroy them.' 
It was said that the words: 



(And We sent not against his people after him an army from the heaven,) mean, another 
Message to them. This was the view of Mujahid and Qatadah. Qatadah said, "Allah did not 
rebuke his people after they killed him, 



(It was but one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still)." Ibn Jarir said, "The former view is more 
correct, because the Message does not need to be brought by an army." The scholars of Tafsir 
said, "Allah sent Jibril, peace be upon him, to them, and he seized the pillars at the gate of 
their city, then he hurled one Sayhah upon them and lo! they (all) were still, to the last man 
among them, and no soul was left in any body." We have already referred to the reports from 
many of the Sal af that this city was Antioch, and that these three Messengers were messengers 
sent from the Messiah * Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, as Qatadah and others stated. This 
is not mentioned by any of the later scholars of Tafsir besides him, and this issue must be 
examined from a number of angles. (The first) is that if we take this story at face value, it 
indicates that these men were Messengers from Allah, may He be glorified, not from the 
Messiah, peace be upon him, as Allah says: 



(When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them both; so We reinforced them with a 
third, and they said: "Verily, we have been sent to you as Messengers.") up to: 



("Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers to you. And our duty is only to convey 
plainly (the Message).") If they had been from among the Disciples, they would have said 
something to indicate that they had come from the Messiah, peace be upon him. And Allah 
knows best. Moreover, if they had been messengers sent by the Messiah, why would the people 
have said to them, 



("You are only human beings like ourselves") (The second) is that the people of Antioch did 
believe in the messengers sent by the Messiah to them. Antioch was the first city to believe in 
the Messiah, and it is one of the four cities in which there are Christian patriarchs. These cities 
are: Jerusalem, because it is the city of the Messiah; Antioch, because it was the first city 
where all of the people believed in the Messiah; Alexandria, because it was in that city that 
they agreed to reform the hierarchy of patriarchs, metropolitans (archbishops), bishops, 
priests, deacons and monks; and Rome, because it is the city of the Emperor Constantine who 
supported and helped to establish their religion. When he adopted Constantinople as his city, 
the Patriarch of Rome moved there, as has been mentioned by several historian, such as Sa' id 
bin Batriq and others, both People of the Book and Muslims. If we accept that, then the people 
of Antioch were the first to believe, but Allah tells us that the people of this town rejected His 
Messengers and that He destroyed them with one Sayhah and lo! they (all) were still. And Allah 
knows best. (The third) is that the story of Antioch and the Disciples of the Messiah happened 



after the Tawrah had been revealed. Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
others among the Salaf stated that after revealing the Tawrah, Allah, may He be blessed and 
exalted, did not destroy an entire nation by sending a punishment upon them. Rather, He 
commanded the believersto fight the idolators. They mentioned this when discussing the Ayah: 



(And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture) 
(28:43). This implies that the city mentioned in the Qur'an is a city other than Antioch, as also 
stated by more than one of the Salaf. Or, if we wish to keep the same name, it is possible that 
it is another Antioch, not the one which is well-known, for it is not known that it (the famous 
Antioch) was destroyed, either during Christian times or before. And Allah knows best. 



(30. Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at him.) 
(31. Do they not see how many of the generations We have destroyed before them Verily, they 
will not return to them.) (32. And surely, all -- everyone of them will be brought before Us.) 



Woe to the Disbelievers! 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah: 



(Alas for mankind!), this means, woe to mankind! Qatadah said: 



(Alas for mankind!) means, "Alas for mankind, who have neglected the command of Allah." The 
meaning isthat they will feel regret and sorrow on the Day of Resurrection. When they see the 
punishment with their own eyes; they will regret how they disbelieved the Messengers of Allah 
and went against the commands of Allah, for they used to disbelieve in them in this world. 



(There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at him.) means, they 
disbelieved him and made fun of him, and rejected the message of truth with which he had 
been sent. 

The Refutation of the Belief in the Transmigration of Souls 

Then Allah says: 



(Do they not see how many of the generations We have destroyed before them Verily, they will 
not return to them.) meaning, * do you not learn a lesson from those whom Allah destroyed 
before you of those who disbelieved in the Messengers They came to this world only once, and 
will not return to it.' It is not as many of those ignorant and immoral people claim that 



("There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and we live!") (23:37). This was the belief 
in the cycle of reincarnation; in their ignorance they believed that they would come back to 
thisworld asthey had been before. But Allah refuted their false belief and said: 



(Do they not see how many of the generations We have destroyed before them Verily, they will 
not return to them.) Allah's saying: 



(And surely, all -- everyone of them will be brought before Us.) means, all of the past nations 
and those that are yet to come, will be gathered and brought to account before Allah, may He 
be glorified and exalted, on the Day of Judgement, and they will be requitted according to 
their good and evil deeds. This is like the Ayah: 



(And verily, to each of them your Lord will repay their works in full.) (11:111). 



(33. And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so 
that they eat thereof.) (34. And We have made therein gardens of date palms and grapes, and 
We have caused springs of water to gush forth therein.) (35. So that they may eat of the fruit 
thereof -- and their hands made it not. Will they not then give thanks) (36. Glory be to Him 
Who has created all the pairs of that which the earth produces, as well as of their own kind, 
and of that which they know not.) 



Proof of the Creator of the Universe and of Life after Death 

Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, says: 



(And a sign for them) means, evidence for them of the existence of the Creator and His perfect 
power and ability to resurrect the dead, 



(is the dead land.) means, when it is dead and arid, with no vegetation, then Allah sends water 
upon it, it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). Allah 
says: 



(We give it life, and We bring forth from it grains, so that they eat thereof.) meaning, ' We 
have made it a provision for them and their cattle.' 



(And We have made therein gardens of date palms and grapes, and We have caused springs of 
water to gush forth therein.) means, ' We have created therein rivers which flow to the places 
where they are needed, so that they may eat of their fruits.' When Allah reminds them of the 
blessing that He bestows upon His creation by creating crops and plants, He mentions the 
different types and kinds of fruits. Allah says: 



(and their hands made it not.) means, all of that could only come about by the mercy of Allah 
towards them, not by their own efforts and labor and strength. This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas 
and Qatadah. Allah says: 



(Will they not then give thanks) meaning, will they not then give thanks for the innumerable 
blessings that He has bestowed upon them. Ibn Jarir, however, understood the word Ma to 
mean Alladhi (i.e., a relative pronoun). In this case the meaning of the Ayah would be that 
they eat from the fruits provided by Allah's bounty and from what their own hands have done, 
i.e., by planting the seeds and tending the plants. Ibn Jarir mentioned other possible 
interpretations in his Tafsir, but this is the interpretation that he favored. This interpretation 
also fits with the recitation of Ibn Mas' ud: ( ) (3d that they 

may eat of the fruit thereof -- and from what their own hands have done.) Then Allah says: 



(Glory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that which the earth produces,) meaning, of 
crops and fruits and plants. 



(as well as of their own (human) kind, ) means, He made them into male and female. 



(and of that which they know not.) means, different kinds of creatures of which they know 
nothing. This is like the Ayah: 



(And of everything We have created pairs, that you may remember.) (51 :49) 



(37. And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the day, and behold, they are in 
darkness.) (38. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the decree 
of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) (39. And the moon, We have decreed for it stages, till it 
returns like the old dried curved date stalk.) (40. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, 
nor doesthe night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.) 



Among the Signs of the Might and Power of Allah are the Night and 

Day, and the Sun and Moon 



(He bringsthe night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly) (7:54). Allah says here: 



(And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the day,) meaning, ' We take it away 
from it, so it goes away and the night comes.' Allah says: 



(and behold, they are in darkness.) As it says in the Hadith: 



» 
« 

(When the night comes from here, and the day departs from here, and the sun has set, then 
the fasting person should break his fast.) This is the apparent meaning of the Ayah. Allah's 
saying: 



(And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the decree of the 
Almighty, the All-Knowing) There are two views over the meaning of the phrase 



(on its fixed course for a term (appointed). ) (The first view) is that it refers to its fixed course 
of location, which is beneath the Throne, beyond the earth in that direction. Wherever it goes, 
it is beneath the Throne, it and all of creation, because the Throne is the roof of creation and 
it is not a sphere as many astronomers claim. Rather it is a dome supported by legs or pillars, 
carried by the angels, and it is above the universe, above the heads of people. When the sun is 
at its zenith at noon, it is in its closest position to Throne, and when it runs in its fourth orbit 
at the opposite point to its zenith, at midnight, it is in its furthest position from the Throne. At 
that point it prostrates and asks for permission to rise, as mentioned in the Hadiths. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I was with the Prophet in the 
Masjid at sunset, and he said: : 

« » 

(0 Abu Dharr! Do you know where the sun sets) I said, * Allah and His Messenger know best.' He 
said: 



» 



« 



(It goes and prostrates beneath the Throne, and that is what Allah says: (And the sun runs on 
its fixed course for a term. That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.))" It was also 
reported that Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I asked the Messenger of Allah 
about the Ayah: 



(And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term. ) He said: 



« » 



(Its fixed course is beneath the Throne.)" (The second view) is that this refers to when the sun's 
appointed time comes to an end, which will be on the Day of Resurrection, when its fixed 
course will be abolished, it will come to a halt and it will be rolled up. This world will come to 
an end, and that will be the end of its appointed time. This is the fixed course of its time. 
Qatadah said: 



(on its fixed course for a term (appointed).) means, "It has an appointed time and it will not go 
beyond that." It was also said that this means, it keeps moving in its summer orbit for a certain 
time, and it does not exceed that, then it moves to its winter orbit for a certain time, and it 
does not exceed that. This was narrated from 'Abdullah bin " Amr, may Allah be pleased with 
him. Ibn Mas' ud and Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, recited this Ayah as: ( 

) (And the sun runs with no fixed course for a term,) meaning that it has no 
destination and it does not settle in one place, rather it keeps moving night and day, never 
slowing down or stopping, as in the Ayah: 



(And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly pursuing their courses, to be of 
service to you) (14:33). which means, they will never slow down or stop, until the Day of 
Resurrection. 



(That isthe decree of the Almighty, ) means, which none can oppose or prevent. 



(the All-Knowing.) Who knows every movement and every cessation of movement, Who has 
decreed that and Who has set it in motion following a pattern in which there are no differences 
or inversions, as All ah says: 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and 
the moon for reckoning. Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) (6:96) And 
this is how this Ayah ends: 



(That isthe decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) Then Allah says: 



(And the moon, We have decreed for it stages,) meaning, 'We have caused it to run in a 
different orbit, from which passing of the months can be deduced, just as night and day are 
known from the sun.' This is like the Ayah: 



(They ask you about the crescent moons. Say: "These are signs to mark fixed periods of time for 
mankind and for the pilgrimage (Hajj). ") (2:189), 



(It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a light and measured out for it 
stagesthat you might know the number of years and the reckoning) (10:5), and 



(And We have appointed the night and the day as two Ayat (signs). Then, We have obliterated 
the sign of the night while We have made the sign of the day illuminating, that you may seek 
bounty from your Lord, and that you may know the number of the years and the reckoning. And 
We have explained everything with full explanation.) (17:12) So, He has given the sun its own 
light, and the moon its (reflection of) light, and has given each its own orbit. So the sun rises 
each day and sets at the end of the day, giving one kind of light all the time, but it moves, 
rising and setting at different points in the summer and winter, thus making the days and 
nights longer or shorter alternatively according to the season. Its authority is in the daytime, 
for it is the heavenly body that dominates the day. As for the moon, Allah has decreed that it 
should pass through different phases. At the beginning of the month, the moon appears small 
when it rises. It gives off little light, then on the second night its light increases and it risesto 
a higher position, and the higher it rises the more light it gives -- even though it is reflected 
from the sun -- until it becomes full on the fourteenth night of the month. Then it starts to 
wane until the end of the month, until it appears like the old dried curved date stalk. Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "This is the original stem (which connects the 
bunch of dates to the tree)." The Arabs have a name for each set of three nights in a month, 
according to the phases of the moon. They call the first three nights Ghurar; the next three 
nights Nufal; the next three nights Tusa* (nine) -- because the last of them is the ninth. The 
next three nights are called ' Ushar (ten) -- because the first of them is the tenth. The next 
three nights are called Al-Bid (white) -- because of the light of the moon which shines brightly 
throughout these three nights. The next three nights are called Dura', the plural of Daf a', 
because on the first of them the night is dark from the moon rising late. Dar" a' refers to the 
black sheep, i.e., the one whose head is black; the next three nights Zulam; then Hanadis, 
then Da'adi; then Mihaq, because of the absence of moonlight at the beginning of the month. 
Abu " Ubayd did not recognize the names Tusa' and ' Ushar, in the book Gharib Al-Musannaf. 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon,) Mujahid said, "Each of them has a limit which it 
does not transgress or fall short of. When the time of one comes, the other goes away, and 
when the time for one to prevail comes, the time of the other ceases." ' Ikrimah said 
concerning the Ayah, 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon,) this means that each of them has its time when it 
prevails. So it is not appropriate for the sun to rise at night. 



(nor does the night outstrip the day.) means, after night has passed, it is not right for another 
night to come until it has been day. The authority of the sun is during the day and the authority 
of the moon is at night. Ad-Dahhak said, "The night does not depart from here until the day 
comes from here -- and he pointed to the east." Mujahid said: 



(nor does the night outstrip the day.) "They seek one another rapidly." The meaning is that 
there is no gap between night and day; each of them follows the other with no interval, 
because they have been subjugated and are both constantly pursuing one another. 



(They all float, each in an orbit.) means, night and day, the sun and the moon, all of them are 
floating, i.e., revolving, in their orbits in the heaven. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, 
~ Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 'Ata' Al-Khurasani. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, and others among the Salaf said, "In an orbit like the arc of a spinning 
wheel." 



(41. And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring in the laden ship.) (42. And We have 
created for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.) (43. And if We will, We shall 
drown them, and there will be no shout for them, nor will they be saved.) (44. Unless it be a 
mercy from Us, and as an enjoyment for a while.) 



Among the Signs of Allah is that He carried Them in the laden Ship 

Allah tells us: another sign for them of His might and power is that He has subjugated the sea 
to carry ships, including -- most significantly -- the ship of Nuh , peace be upon him, in which 
Allah saved him and the believers, apart from whom none of the descendants of Adam were 
left on the face of the earth. Allah says: 



(And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring) means, their forefathers, 



(in the laden ship.) means, in the ship which was filled with luggage and animals, in which 
Allah commanded him to put two of every kind. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "Laden means filled." This was also the view of Sa id bin Jubayr, Ash-Sha' bi, Qatadah and 
As-Suddi. Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, "This wasthe ship of Nuh peace be upon him." 



(And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.) AI-'Awfi said, 
narrating from Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, "This means the camel, for it is the 
ship of the land on which they carry goods and on which they ride. " Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 
x Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Do you know what the Ayah: 



(And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.) refers to" We said, 
"No." He said, "This refers to the ships which were made after the ship of Nuh, peace be upon 
him, which was similar to it." This was also the view of Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Abu 
Salih and As-Suddi, that the Ayah 



(And We have created for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.) refers to ships. 



(And if We will, We shall drown them,) means, those who are on board the ships. 



(and there will be no shout for them) means, there will be no one to save them from their 
predicament. 



(nor will they be saved. ) means, from what has befallen them. 



(Unless it be a mercy from Us,) means, " but by Our mercy We make it easy for you to travel on 
land and sea, and We keep you safe until an appointed time.' Allah says: 



(and as an enjoyment for a while.) meaning, until a time that is known to Allah, may He be 
glorified and exalted. 



(45. And when it is said to them: "Beware of that which is before you, and that which is behind 
you, in order that you may receive mercy.") (46. And never came an Ayah from among the Ayat 
of their Lord to them, but they did turn away from it.) (47. And when it is said to them: "Spend 
of that with which Allah has provided you," those who disbelieve say to those who believe: 
"Shall we feed those whom, if Allah willed, He would have fed You are only in a plain error.") 



The Misguidance of the Idolaters 

Allah tells us how the idolators persisted in their misguidance and in not paying attention to 
the sins that they had committed in the past or what was to happen to them in the future, on 
the Day of Resurrection. 



(And when it is said to them: "Fear of that which is before you, and that which is behind 
you...") Mujahid said, "This refersto sins." Others said it is the opposite. 



(in order that you may receive mercy.) means, 'so that, if you fear such things Allah will have 
mercy on you and will save you from His punishment.' The wording implies that they would not 
respond. Rather that they would turn away and ignore that, as Allah says: 



(And never came an Ayah from among the Ayat of their Lord to them,) meaning, signs of 
Tawhid and the truth of the Messengers, 



(but they did turn away from it,) means, they did not accept it or benefit from it. 



(And when it is said to them: "Spend of that with which Allah has provided you,") means, when 
they are told to spend of that which Allah has provided to them on the poor and needy among 
the Muslims, 



(those who disbelieve say to those who believe) means, about the believers who are poor, i.e. 
they say to those believers who tell them to spend on the needy, 



(Shall we feed those whom, if Allah willed, He (Himself) would have fed) meaning, 'those 
whom you are telling us to spend on, if Allah had wanted to, He would have made them 
independent and fed them from His provision, so we are in accordance with the will of Allah 
with regard to them. 



(You are only in a plain error.) means, ' by telling usto do that.' 



(48. And they say: "When will this promise be fulfilled, if you are truthful") (49. They await only 
but a single Sayhah which will seize them while they are disputing!) (50. Then they will not be 
able to make bequest, nor they will return to their family.) 



The Disbelievers thought that the Day of Resurrection would never 

come to pass 

Allah tells us how the disbelievers thought that the Day of Resurrection would never come to 
pass, as they said: 



("When will this promise be fulfilled...") 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it) (42:18). Allah says: 



(They await only but a single Sayhah which will seize them while they are disputing!) meaning, 
they are only waiting for a single shout which -- and Allah knows best -- will be the trumpet 
blast of terror when the Trumpet will be blown while the people are in their marketplaces and 
places of work, arguing and disputing as they usually do. While in this state, Allah will 
command Israfil to blow into the Trumpet, so he will sound a long note and there will be no 
one left on the face of the earth except he will tilt his head to listen to the sound coming from 
heaven. Then the people who are alive will be driven to the gathering place by a fire which will 
surround them on all sides. Allah says: 



(Then they will not be able to make bequest, ) meaning, with regard to their possessions, 
because the matter is more serious than that, 



(nor they will return to their family.) Numerous Hadiths and reports have been narrated about 
this, which we have mentioned elsewhere. After this there will be the Trumpet blast which will 
cause everyone who is alive to die, besides the One Who is Ever Living, Eternal. Then after that 
the trumpet blast of the resurrection will be sounded. 



(51. And the Trumpet will be blown and behold from the graves they will come out quickly to 
their Lord.) (52. They will say: "Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our place of sleep." (It 
will be said to them): "This is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the Messengers spoke 
truth!") (53. It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be brought up before Us!) 
(54. This Day, none will be wronged in anything, nor will you be requited anything except that 
which you used to do.) 



The Trumpet Blast of the Resurrection 

This will be the third blast of the trumpet, the trumpet blast of the resurrection when people 
will come forth from their graves. Allah says: 



(and behold from the graves they will come out quickly to their Lord.) Yansilun means they will 
be walking quickly. This is like the Ayah: 



(The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as racing to a goal.) (70:43). 



(They will say: "Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our place of sleep.") meaning, their 
graves, which in this world they thought they would never be raised from. When they see with 
their own eyesthat in which they had disbelieved, 



(They will say: "Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our place of sleep.") This does not 
contradict the fact that they will be punished in their graves, because in comparison to what is 
to come afterwards, that will seem like a nap. Ubayy bin Ka' b, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "They will sleep before the Resurrection." Qatadah said, 
"That will be between the two trumpet blasts, they will say, 'Who has raised us up from our 
place of sleep'" When they say that, the believers will respond. This was the view of more than 
one of the Salaf. 



((It will be said to them): "This is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the Messengers 
spoke truth!") Al-Hasan said, "The angels will reply to them in this manner. There is no 
contradiction because both are possible. And Allah knows best. 



(It will be but a single Sayhah, so behold they will all be brought up before Us!) This is like the 
Ayat: 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah, when behold, they find themselves (on the surface of the 
earth) alive (after their death).) (79:13-14), 



(And the matter of the Hour is not but as a twinkling of the eye, or even nearer) (16:77), and 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His call) with (words of) His praise and 
obedience, and you will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) (17:52) 
which means, x We will issue but one command, and all of them will be gathered together.' 



(This Day, none will be wronged in anything,) means, with regard to his deeds. 



(nor will you be requited anything except that which you used to do.) 



(55. Verily, the dwellers of the Paradise, that Day, will be busy with joyful things.) (56. They 
and their wives will be in pleasant shade, reclining on thrones.) (57. They will have therein 
fruits and all that they ask for.) (58. (It will be said to them): "Salam (Peace!)" -- a Word from 
the Lord, Most Merciful.) 



The Life of the People of Paradise 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, when the people of Paradise have reached the 
arena of judgement, and have settled in the gardens of Paradise, they will be too preoccupied 
with their own victory and new life of eternal delights to worry about anyone else. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri and Isma' il bin Abi Khalid said, "They will be too busy to think about the torment which 
the people of Hell are suffering. Mujahid said: 



(will be busy with joyful things.) "With the delights which they are enjoying." This was also the 
view of Qatadah. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "This means that they will 
be rejoicing." 



(They and their wives) Mujahid said, "Their spouses, 



(will be in pleasant shade,) means, in the shade of trees." 



(reclining on thrones.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 'Ikrimah, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Khusayf said: 



(throne) means beds beneath canopies. 



(They will have therein fruits) means, of all kinds. 



(and all that they ask for.) means, whatever they ask for, they will find it, all kinds and types. 



("Salam (Peace!)" -- a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most Merciful.) Ibn Jurayj said, "Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, concerning this Ayah, Allah Himself, Who is the Peace (As- 
Salam) will grant peace to the people of Paradise. This view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, is like the Ayah: 



(Their greeting on the Day they shall meet Him will be "Salam") (33:44). 



(59. (It will be said): "And you the criminals! Get you apart this Day.") (60. "Did I not 
command you, O Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan Verily, he is a plain 
enemy to you.") (61. "And that you should worship Me. That is the straight path.") (62. "And 
indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you. Did you not then understand") 



The Isolation of the Disbelievers and Their Rebuke on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us what the end of the disbelievers will be on the Day of Resurrection, when He 
commandsthem to get apart from the believers, i.e., to stand apart from the believers. This is 
like the Ayat: 



(And the Day whereon We shall gather them all together, then We shall say to those who did 
set partners in worship with Us: "Stop at your place! You and your partners." Then We shall 
separate them) (10:28). 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established -- that Day shall they be separated.) (30:14) 



(On that Day they shall be divided) (30:43) which means, they will be divided into two separate 
groups. 



((It will be said to the angels): "Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions 
and what they used to worship, instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire 
(Hell).") (37:22-23). 



(Did I not command you, Children of Adam, that you should not worship Shaytan Verily, he is 
a plain enemy to you.) This is a rebuke from Allah to the disbelievers among the sons of Adam, 



those who obey the Shaytan even though he was a plain enemy to them, and they disobeyed 
Ar-Rahman Who created them and granted them provision. Allah says: 



(And that you should worship Me. That is the straight path.) meaning, ' I commanded you in the 
world to disobey the Shaytan, and I commanded you to worship Me, and this is the straight 
path, but you followed a different path and you followed the commands of the Shaytan.' Allah 
says: 



(And indeed he did lead astray a great multitude of you.) meaning, a large number of people. 
Thiswasthe view of Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Sufyan bin " Uyaynah. 



(Did you not then understand) means, 'did you not have any understanding, when you went 
against the command of your Lord to worship Him alone, with no partner or associate, and you 
preferred to follow the Shaytan' 



(63. This is Hell which you were promised!) (64. Burn (enter) therein this Day, for that you used 
to disbelieve.) (65. This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, 
and their legs will bear witness to what they used to earn.) (66. And if it had been Our will, We 
would surely have wiped out their eyes, so that they would struggle for the path, how then 
would they see) (67. And if it had been Our will, We could have transformed them in their 
places. Then they would have been unable to go forward (move about) nor they could have 
turned back.) On the Day of Resurrection, it will be said to the disbelievers among the sons of 
Adam, after Hell has been shown to them as a rebuke; and warning: 



(This is Hell which you were promised!) meaning, 'this is what the Messengers warned you 
about, and you did not believe them.' 



(Burn (enter) therein this Day, for that you used to disbelieve). This is like the Ayah: 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This isthe Fire which you used to belie. Isthis magic or do you not see) (52:13-15) 



The Mouths of the Disbelievers will be sealed on the Day of 

Resurrection 



(This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their legs will 
bear witness to what they used to earn.) eThis will be the state of the disbelievers and 
hypocrites on the Day of Resurrection, when they deny the sins they committed in this world 
and swear that they did not do that. Allah will seal their mouths and cause their limbsto speak 
about what they did. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "We were with the Prophet and he smiled so broadly that his molar could be seen, 
then he said: 



« » 

(Do you know why I am smiling) We said, " Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said: 



» 



« 



(Because of the way a servant will argue with his Lord on the Day of Resurrection. He will say, 
"0 Lord, will You not protect me from injustice" Allah will say, "Of course." He will say, "I will 
not accept any witness against me except from myself." Allah will say, "Today you will be a 
sufficient witness against yourself, and the honorable scribes will serve as witnesses against 
you." Then his mouth will be sealed, and it will be said to his faculties, "Speak!" So they will 
speak of what he did. Then he will be permitted to speak, and he will say, "May you be 
doomed! It was for you that I was fighting.")" This was recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. Ibn 
Jarir narrated that Abu Musa Al-Asff ari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The believer will 
be called to account on the Day of Resurrection, and his Lord will show him his deeds, just 
between him and His Lord. He will admit it and will say, " Yes, Lord, I did do that.' Then Allah 
will forgive him his sins and conceal them, and no creature on earth will see any of those sins, 
but his good deeds will be seen, and he will want all the people to see them. Then the 
disbeliever and the hypocrite will be brought to account, and his Lord will show him his deeds 
and he will deny them, saying, " Lord, by Your glory, this angel has written down things that I 
did not do.' The angel will say to him, " Did you not do such and such on such a day and in such 
a place' He will say, * No, by Your glory, I did not do that.' When he says this, Allah will seal his 
mouth." Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I think that the first part of 
his body to speak will be his right thigh." Then he recited: 



(This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their legs will 
bear witnessto what they used to earn). 



(And if it had been Our will, We would surely have wiped out their eyes, so that they would 
struggle for the path, how then would they see) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, explained it: "Allah says, ' If We willed, We could have 
misguided them all away from true guidance, so how could they be guided" And on one 
occasion he said, "'We could have blinded them."' Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "If Allah willed, He 
could have covered their eyes and made them blind, stumbling about." Mujahid, Abu Salih, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "3d that they would struggle for the path, i.e., the right way." Ibn 
Zayd said, "The meaning of path here is the truth -- 'How could they see when We have 
covered their eyes'" AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him said: 



(how then would they see) "They would not see the truth." 



(And if it had been Our will, We could have transformed them in their places.) AI-'Awfi 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said; "'We could have destroyed 
them." As-Suddi said, "'We could have changed their form." Abu Salih said, "'We could have 
turned them to stone." Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah said, "' We could have caused them to sit 
on their feet." Allah says: 



(Then they would have been unable to go forward) meaning, move to the front, 



(nor they could have turned back.) meaning, move backwards. They would have remained 
static, unable to move forwards or backwards. 



(68. And he whom We grant long life -- We reverse him in creation. Will they not then 
understand) (69. And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for him. This is only a 
Reminder and a plain Qur'an.) (70. That he or it may give warning to him who is living, and that 
Word may be justified against the disbelievers.) 



Allah tells us that the longer the son of Adam lives, the more he 
becomes weak after being strong, and incapable after being able 

and active. 

This is like the Ayah: 



(Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, 
then after strength gave weakness and gray hair. He creates what He wills. And it is He Who is 
the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.) (30:54). And Allah says: 



(And among you there is he who is brought back to the miserable old age, so that he knows 
nothing after having known) (22:5). The meaning here -- and Allah knows best -- is that Allah is 
telling us that this world is transient and will come to an end, it is not eternal and lasting. 
Allah says: 



(Will they not then understand) meaning, will they not think about how they were created, 
then they become gray-haired, then they become old and senile, so that they may know that 
they were created for another world that is not transient and will not pass away, and from 
which there is no way out, which isthe Hereafter. 



Allah does not teach His Messenger Poetry 



(And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it suitable for him.) Allah tells us that He has not 
taught His Prophet Muhammad poetry. 



(nor is it suitable for him.) means, he did not know how to compose it, he did not like it and he 
had no natural inclination towards it. It was narrated that he never memorized a stanza of 
poetry with the correct meter or rhyme -- he would transpose words or memorize it 
incompletely. In Ad-Dala'il, Al-Bayhaqi recorded that the Messenger of Allah said to AI-" Abbas 
bin Mirdas As-Sulami, may Allah be pleased with him: 

: » 

« 

(You are the one who said: "Do you distribute my booty and the booty of the servants between 
Al-Aqra" and ' Uyainah.") He said, "It is" Uyainah and Al-Aqra" ." He said: 

« » 

(It is all the same.) i.e., it means the same thing. And Allah knows best. This is because Allah 
taught him the Qur'an, which 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it; sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of 
all praise.) (41:42). This is not poetry, as some of the ignorant disbelievers of the Quraysh 
claimed; neither is it sorcery, a fabrication or a magic spell, as the misguided and ignorant 
people variously suggested. The Prophet was naturally disinclined to compose verse, and was 
forbidden to do so by Divine Law. 



(This is only a Reminder and a plain Qur'an.) means, it is clear and self-explanatory to the one 
who ponders and comprehends its meanings, Allah says: 



(That he or it may give warning to him who is living,) meaning, so that this plain Qur'an might 
warn every living person on the face of the earth. This is like the Ayat: 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach) (6:19). 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17). 
Those who will benefit from his warning will be those whose hearts are alive and who have 
enlightened insight, asQatadah said, "Alive of heart and alive of insight." Ad-Dahhak said, "This 
means wise." 



(and that Word may be justified against the disbelievers.) means, it is a mercy to the believers 
and evidence against the disbelievers. 



(71. Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have fashioned, the 
cattle, so that they are their owners.) (72. And We have subdued them unto them so that some 
of them they have for riding and some they eat.) (73. And they have (other) benefits from 
them, and (they get to) drink. Will they not then be grateful) 



There is a Sign and a Blessing in Cattle 

Allah mentions the blessing that He has bestowed upon His creation by subjugating these cattle 
for their use. 



(so that they are their owners.) Qatadah said, "They are their masters." Meaning, He has made 
them subdue them. So they are submissive towards them and do not resist them; even if a 
young child comes to a camel he can make it kneel down, and if he wants to, he can make it 
stand up and can drive it, and it will meekly be led by him. Even if the train consists of a 
hundred or more camels, they could all be led by a young child. 



(some of them they have for riding and some they eat.) means, some of them they ride on their 
journeys, and use them to carry their burdensto all regions. 



(and some they eat.) means, if they want to, and they slaughter and sacrifice them. 



(And they have (other) benefits from them,) means, from their wool, fur, and hair, furnishings 
and articles of convenience, comfort for a time. 



(and (they get to) drink. ) means, their milk, and their urine for those who need it as medicine, 
and so on. 



(Will they not then be grateful) means, ' will they not worship the Creator and Subduer of that, 
without showing gratitude to others' 



(74. And they have taken besides Allah, gods, hoping that they might be helped.) (75. They 
cannot help them, but they will be brought forward as a troop (against those who worshipped 
them).) (76. 3d, let not their speech then grieve you. Verily, We know what they conceal and 
what they reveal.) 



The gods of the Idolators are not able to help Them 

Allah denounces the idolators for taking the idols as gods alongside Allah, hoping that those 
gods will help them and provide for them and bring them closer to Allah. Allah says: 



(They cannot help them,) meaning, those gods cannot help their worshippers; they are too 
weak, too insignificant and too powerless. Rather they cannot even help themselves or take 
revenge on those who want to harm them, because they are inanimate and can neither hear 
nor comprehend. Allah's saying: 



(but they will be brought forward as a troop.) means, at the time of Reckoning according to the 
view of Mujahid. This means that those idols will be gathered together and will be present 
when their worshippers are brought to account, as this will add to their grief and will be more 
effective in establishing proof against them. Qatadah said: 



(They cannot help them,) means the gods. 



(but they will be brought forward as a troop.) "The idolators used to get angry for the sake of 
their gods in this world, but they could not do them any benefit or protect them from any 
harm, for they were merely idols." This was also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri. This is a good 
opinion, and was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him. 



Consolation for the Mercy to the Worlds 



(So, let not their speech then grieve you.) means, 'their denying you and their disbelief in 
Allah.' 



(Verily, We know what they conceal and what they reveal.) means, " We know everything about 
them, and We will punish them for their false claims and deal with them accordingly on the 



Day when none of their deeds, great or small, major or minor, will be overlooked, and every 
deed they did throughout their worldly lives will be laid open for examination.' 



(77. Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as 
an open opponent.) (78. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He 
says: "Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust") (79. Say: 
"He will give life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of 
every creation!") (80. He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you 
kindle therewith.) 



The Denial of Life after Death, and the Refutation of this Idea 

Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, As-Suddi and Qatadah said, "Ubayy bin Khalaf, may 
Allah curse him, came to the Messenger of Allah with a dry bone in his hand, which he was 
crumbling and scattering in the air, saying, '0 Muhammad! Are you claiming that Allah will 
resurrect this' He said: 



» 



« 



(Yes, Allah, may He be exalted, will cause you to die, then He will resurrect you and will 
gather you into the Fire.)" Then these Ayat at the end of Surah Ya Sn were revealed: 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah.) -- until the end of the Surah. Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Al-' As bin Wa'il took 
a bone from the bed of a valley and crumbled it in his hand, then he said to the Messenger of 
Allah : ' Will Allah bring this back to life after it has disintegrated' The Messenger of Allah said: 



« » 

(Yes, Allah will cause you to die, then He will bring you back to life, then He will make you 
enter Hell.) Then the Ayat at the end of Surah Ya Sn were revealed." This was recorded by Ibn 
Jarir from Sa' id bin Jubayr. Whether these Ayat were revealed about Ubayy bin Khalaf or Al- 
' As bin Wa'il, or both of them, they apply to all those who deny the resurrection after death. 
The definite article "Al" in 



(Does not man (Al-lnsan) see...) is generic, applying to all those who deny the Resurrection. 



(that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent.) 
means, the one who is denying the resurrection, cannot see that the One Who initiated 
creation can re-create it. For Allah initiated the creation of man from semen of despised fluid, 
creating him from something insignificant, weak and despised, as Allah says: 



(Did We not create you from a despised water Then We placed it in a place of safety, for a 
known period) (77:20-22) 



(Verily, We have created man from Nutfah) (76:2). which means, from a mixture of different 
fluids. The One Who created man from this weak Nutfah is not unable to re-create him after 
his death. Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that Bishr bin Jahhash said, "One day the 
Messenger of Allah spat in his hand and put his finger on it, then the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Allah, may He be exalted, says: "Son of Adam, how can you outrun Me when I have created you 
from something like this, and when I have fashioned you and formed you, you walk in your 
cloak on the earth and it groans beneath your tread. You accumulate and do not spend until 
the death rattle reaches your throat, then you say, " I want to give in charity,' but it is too late 
for charity.")" It was also recorded by Ibn Majah. Allah says: 



(And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to 
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust") meaning, he thinks it unlikely that 
Allah, the Almighty Who created the heavens and the earth, will re-create these bodies and dry 
bones. Man forgets about himself, that Allah created him from nothing and brought him into 
existence, and he knows by looking at himself that there is something greater than that which 
he denies and thinks impossible. Allah says: 



(Say: "He will give life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower 
of every creation!") meaning, He knows about the bones in all areas and regions of the earth, 
where they have gone when they disintegrated and dispersed. Imam Ahmad recorded that Rib" i 
said: ""Uqbah bin ' Amr said to Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, "Will you not tell us 
what you heard from the Messenger of Allah ' He said, ' I heard him say: 



» 



« 

(Death approached a man and when there was no longer any hope for him, he said to his 
family, "When I die, gather a lot of firewood, then set it ablaze until my flesh is consumed and 
it reaches my bones and they become brittle. Then take them and grind them, and scatter 
them in the sea." 3d they did that, but Allah gathered him together and said to him: "Why did 
you do that" He said, "Because I feared You." So Allah forgave him.)' x Uqbah bin ' Amr said, ' I 
heard him say that, and the man was a gravedigger."' Many versions of this Hadith were 
recorded in the Two Sahihs. One of these versions mentions that he commanded his sons to 
burn him and then grind his remains into small pieces, and then scatter half of them on land 
and half of them on the sea on a windy day. So they did that, then Allah commanded the sea to 
gather together whatever remains were in it, and He commanded the land to do likewise, then 
he said to him, "Bel", and he was a man, standing. Allah said to him. "What made you do what 
you did" He said, "The fear of You, and You know best." Sraight away He forgave him. 



(He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you kindle therewith.) 
means, the One Who initiated the creation of this tree from water, when it has become green 
and beautiful, bearing fruit, then He changes it until it becomes dry wood with which fires are 
lit. For He does whatever He wills and He is able to do whatever He wills, and none can stop 
Him. Qatadah said concerning the Ayah: 



(He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you kindle therewith.) this 
means, the One Who brought forth this fire from this tree is able to resurrect him. It was said 
that this refers to the Markh tree and the * Afar tree, which grow in the Hijaz. If one wants to 
light a fire but has no kindling with him, then he takes two green branches from these trees 
and rubs one against the other, and fire is produced from them. So they are just like kindling. 
This was reported from Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. 



(81. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like of them Yes, 
indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator.) (82. Verily, His command, when He intends a 
thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" -- and it is!) (83. So glorified be He and exalted (above all 
that they associate with Him), and in Whose Hand is the dominion of all things, and to Him you 
shall be returned.) 

Allah points out His great might and power in that He created the 

seven heavens with all their stars and planets, and the seven earths 

with everything in them of mountains, sands, oceans and 

wildernesses, and everything in between. 

He tells us to find the proof that He will re-create our bodies in His creation of these mighty 
things. This is like the Ayah: 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind) 
(40:57). And Allah says here: 



(Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like of them) meaning, 
the like of mankind. So, He will re-create them as He created them in the first place. Ibn Jarir 
said, "This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is able to do all things.) (46:33)" 
And Allah says here: 



(Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a 
thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!"-- and it is!) meaning, He only needs to command a thing 
once; it does not need to be repeated or confirmed. When Allah wants a thing to happen, He 
only says to it: "Be!" once, and it is. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Allah, may He be exalted, says: "0 My servants, all of you are sinners apart from those whom I 
protect from sin. Seek My forgiveness and I will forgive you. All of you are in need except for 
those whom I make independent. I am Most Generous, Majestic, and I do whatever I will. My 
giving is a word and My punishment is a word. When I want a thing to happen I merely say to it 
* Be!' and it is.") 



(So glorified be He and exalted (above all that they associate with Him), and in Whose Hand is 
the dominion of all things, and to Him you shall be returned.) means, glorified and exalted and 
sanctified above any evil be the Ever Living, the Self-Sufficient , in Whose hand isthe control of 
the heavens and the earth, to Whom all matters return. His is the power to create and 
command, and to Him all mankind will return on the Day of Resurrection. Then He will reward 
or punish each one according to his deeds, and He is the Just, the Generous Bestower, the 
Graciously Disposed. The meaning of this Ayah, 



(So glorified be He and exalted (above all that they associate with Him), and in Whose Hand is 
the sovereignty (Malakut) of all things) is like the Ayat: 



(Say: "In Whose Hand is the sovereignty (Malakut) of everything") (23:88) 



(Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion (Al-Mulk)) (67:1) Al-Mulk and Al-Malakut mean 
the same thing, although some people claim that Al-Mulk hasto do with the physical realm and 
Al-Malakut has to do with the spiritual realm. But the former view is the one which is correct, 
and this is the opinion of the majority of the scholars of Tafsir and others. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I stood in prayer 
with the Messenger of Allah one night and he recited the seven long Surahs in seven Rak' ahs. 
When he raised his head from bowing, he said, 

« » 

(Allah hears the one who praises Him.) Then he said; 



» 



« 



(Praise be to Allah, the Owner of Malakut, might, pride and greatness.) His bowing was as long 
as his standing position, and his prostration was as long as his bowing. Then he finished and my 
legs were nearly broken." Abu Dawud recorded that x Awf bin Malik Al-Ashj a" i, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "I stood in prayer with the Messenger of Allah one night and he recited 
Al-Baqarah. He did not reach any Ayah that mentioned mercy but he paused and asked for it, 
and he did not reach any Ayah that mentioned punishment but he paused and sought refuge 
from it. Then he bowed for as long as he had stood, and while bowing he said, 



» 



« 



(Glory be to Allah, the Owner of might, Malakut, pride and greatness.) Then he prostrated for 
as long as he had bowed, and said something similar while prostrating. Then he stood and 
recited Al " Imran, then he recited one Surah after another." This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi 
in Ash-Shama'il and An-Nasa'i. This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surah Ya Sin. All praise and thanks 
are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat As-Saffat 



(Chapter - 37) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
The Virtues of Surat As-Saffat 

An-Nasa'i recorded that 'Abdullah bin * Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah used to command us to make our prayers short and he used to recite As- 
Saffat when he lead us in prayer." This was recorded by An-Nasa'i only. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By those ranged in ranks.) (2. By those who drive the clouds in a good way.) (3. By those 
who bring the Dhikr.) (4. Verily, your God is indeed One;) (5. Lord of the heavens and of the 
earth, and all that is between them, and Lord of every point of the sun's risings.) 



It was reported that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 



"(By those ranged in ranks.) -- they are the angels; 



(By those who drive the clouds in a good way. ) they are the angels; 



(By those who bring the Dhikr.) they are the angels." This was also the view of Ibn ' Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Masruq, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Qatadah and 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas. Qatadah said, "The angels form ranks in the heavens." Muslim recorded that 
Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(We have been favored over the rest of mankind in three ways: our ranks have been made like 
the ranks of the angels; the entire earth has been made a Masjid for us; and its soil has been 
made a means of purification for us if we cannot find water.)" Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i 
and Ibn Majah recorded that Jabir bin Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Will you not form ranks as the angels form ranks in the presence of their Lord) We said, " How 
do the angels form ranks in the presence of their Lord' He said: 



» 



« 



(They complete the rows nearer the front and they consolidate the rows. )" As-Suddi and others 
said that the Ayah 



(By those who drive the clouds in a good way. ) meansthat they drive the clouds. 



(By those who bring the Dhikr.) As-Suddi said, "The angels bring the Scriptures and the Qur'an 
from Allah to mankind." 



(Verily, your God is indeed One, Lord of the heavens and the earth,) This is the One by Whom 
the oath is sworn, stating that there is no God worthy of worship but He, Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, 



(and all that is between them,) means, of created beings. 



(and Lord of every point of the sun's risings.) means, He is the Sovereign Who is controlling His 
creation by subjugating it and all that is in it of stars, planets and heavenly bodies which 
appear from the east and set in the west. Mentioning the east is sufficient and there is no need 
for the west to be mentioned too, because it is implied in what is said. This has also been 
stated clearly elsewhere, in the Ayat: 



(So I swear by the Lord of all the points of sunrise and sunset in the east and the west that 
surely We are able.) (70:40) 



((He is) the Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two wests. ) (55:17) which refers to the 
rising and setting points of the sun and the moon in both winter and summer. 



(6. Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars.) (7. And to guard against every 
rebellious Shaytan.) (8. They cannot listen to the higher group for they are pelted from every 
side.) (9. Outcast, and theirs is a constant torment.) (10. Except such as snatch away 
something by stealing, and they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness.) 



The Adornment and Protection of the Heaven comes from Allah 

Allah tells us that He has adorned the lowest heaven with the heavenly bodies for those among 
the people of the earth who look at it. The stars and planets in the sky give light to the people 
of earth, as Allah says: 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, and We have made such lamps 
(as) missiles to drive away the Shayatin, and have prepared for them the torment of the 
blazing Fire.) (67:5), 



(And indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We beautified it for the beholders. 
And We have guarded it from every outcast Shaytan. Except him who stealsthe hearing then he 
is pursued by a clear flaming fire.) (15:16-18). And Allah says here: 



(And to guard) meaning, to protect as it should be protected, 



(against every rebellious Shaytan. ) means, every insolent and impudent devil, when he wants 
to eavesdrop (on news in the heavens), a piercing fire comes and burns him. Allah, may He be 
glorified, says: 



(They cannot listen to the higher group) meaning, they cannot reach the higher group -- which 
refers to the heavens and the angels in them -- when they speak of what has been revealed by 
Allah of His Laws and decrees. We have already mentioned this when explaining the Hadiths 
quoted when we discussed the Ayah, 



(when fear is banished from their hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord has said" They 
say: "The truth. And He isthe Most High, the Most Great.) (34:23). Allah says: 



(for they are pelted) meaning, they are hit, 



(from every side.) means, from all directions from which they try to reach the heaven. 



(Outcast,) means, they are rejected, and are repelled and prevented from reaching it, and 
they are pelted. 



(and theirs is a constant torment.) means, in the Hereafter, they will have an ongoing, 
everlasting and painful torment, as Allah says: 



(and We have prepared for them the torment of the blazing Fire) (67:5). 



(Except such as snatch away something by stealing,) means, except for the one among the 
Shayatin who manages to get something, which is a word he has heard from the heaven. Then 
he throws it down to the one who is beneath him, who in turn throws it down to the one who is 
beneath him. Perhaps the flaming fire will strike him before he is able to throw it down, or 
perhaps he will throw it -- by the decree of Allah -- before the flaming fire strikes him and 
burns him. 3d the other devil takes it to the soothsayer, as we have seen previously in the 
Hadith. Allah says: 



(Except such as snatch away something by stealing, and they are pursued by a flaming fire of 
piercing brightness.) meaning, shining brightly. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, "The Shayat in had places where they sat in the heavens listening to 
what was being revealed by Allah. The stars did not move and the Shayatin were not struck. 
When they heard the revelation, they would come down to earth and to every word they would 
add nine of their own. When the Messenger of Allah was sent, if a Shaytan wanted to take his 
seat in the heavens, the flaming fire would come and would not miss him; it would burn him 
every time. They complained about this to Iblis, may Allah curse him, and he said, * Something 
must have happened.' He sent his troops out and they found the Messenger of Allah standing in 
prayer between the two mountains of Nakhlah." -- Wakr said, "This means in the valley of 
Nakhlah." -- "They went back to Iblis and told him about that, and he said, 'This is what has 
happened.'" 



(11. Then ask them: "Are they harder to create, or those whom We have created" Verily, We 
created them of a sticky clay.) (12. Nay, you wondered while they mock.) (13. And when they 
are reminded, they pay no attention.) (14. And when they see an Ayah (a sign) from Allah, they 
mock at it.) (15. And they say: "This is nothing but evident magic!") (16. "When we are dead 
and have become dust and bones, shall we verily be resurrected") (17. "And also our fathers of 
old") (18. Say : "Yes, and you shall then be humiliated.") (19. It will be a single Zajrah, and 
behold, they will be staring!) 



The Certainty of Life after Death 

Allah says: 'Ask these people, those who deny the resurrection, which is harder to create Are 
they more difficult to create or the heavens, the earth, the angels, devils, the mighty 
creatures -- everything in between them' Ibn Mas' ud said that they admitted that these things 
were harder to create than they were. If this is the case, then why do they deny the 
resurrection, when they see things that are greater than that which they deny As Allah says: 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind; 
yet, most of mankind know not) (40:57) Then Allah explains that they were created from 
something weak, as He says: 



(Verily, We created them of a sticky clay.) Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, "This 
is the useful kind of mud which sticks to itself." Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
and ' Ikrimah said, "It is sticky and useful." Qatadah said, "It isthat which sticksto the hand." 



(Nay, you wondered while they mock.) means, 'you were astounded, Muhammad, at these 
people who denied the resurrection whilst you were certain that it is true, when they 
disbelieved in what Allah told you of this wondrous matter, which is the re-creation of their 
bodies after they have disintegrated. They oppose what you say because of their intense 
disbelief and they make fun of what you tell them about that.' Qatadah said, "Muhammad was 
astounded by the mockery of the misguided ones among the sons of Adam." 



(And when they see an Ayah) means, clear evidence and proof, 



(they mock at it.) Mujahid and Qatadah said, "They make fun of it." 



(And they say: "This is nothing but evident magic!") means, 'this that you have brought is 
nothing but plain magic' 



(When we are dead and have become dust and bones, shall we (then) verily be resurrected And 
also our fathers of old) They thought that this was unlikely to happen, and they did not believe 
it. 



(Say: "Yes, and you shall then be humiliated".) means, "tell them, Muhammad: Yes, you will 
be raised up on the Day of Resurrection, after you have become dust and bones, and you will 
be humiliated,' i.e., put to shame before Hisgreat might. This is like the Ayat: 



(And all shall come to Him, humbled) (27:87), and 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) (40:60) Then 
Allah says: 



(It will be a single Zajrah, and behold, they will be staring!) means, it will be a single command 
from Allah, He will call them once to come forth from the earth, then they will be standing 
before Him, staring at the horrors of the Day of Resurrection. And Allah knows best. 



(20. They will say: "Woe to us! This is the Day of Recompense!") (21. (It will be said:) "This is 
the Day of Judgement which you used to deny.") (22. (It will be said to the angels:) Assemble 



those who did wrong, together with their companions and what they used to worship,) (23. 
Instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire (Hell);) (24. But stop them, 
verily, they are to be questioned.) (25. "What is the matter with you Why do you not help one 
another") (26. Nay, but that Day they shall surrender.) 



The Day of Recompense 

Allah tells us what the disbeliever will say on the Day of Resurrection, how they will blame 
themselves and admit that they wronged themselves in this world. When they see the horrors 
of the Day of Resurrection with their own eyes, they will be filled with regret at the time when 
regret will not avail them anything. 



(They will say: "Woe to us! This is the Day of Recompense!") And the angels and the believers 
will say: 



(This is the Day of Judgement which you used to deny.) This will be said to them as a rebuke 
and reproof. Allah will command the angels to separate the disbeliever from the believers in 
the place where they are standing. Allah says: 



((It will be said to the angels:) Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions) 
An-Nu' man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Their companions means their 
counterparts, those who are like them." This was also the view of Ibn ' Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Mkrimah, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Abu Salih, Abu AI-'Aliyah and Zayd bin Aslam." Sharik said, 
narrating from Smak, from An-Nu* man: "I heard " Umar say: 



(Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions) means, 'Those who are like 
them. So those who committed Zina will be gathered with others who committed Zina, those 
who dealt in Riba will be gathered with others who dealt in Riba, those who drank wine will be 
gathered with others who drank wine.' Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(their companions) means "Their friends." 



(and what they used to worship. Instead of Allah,) means, instead of Allah, i.e., their idols and 
false gods will be gathered together with them in the same place. 



(and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire.) means, take them to the way to Hell. This is like 
the Ayah: 



(and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their faces, blind, dumb and 
deaf; their abode will be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire) (17:97). 



(But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.) means, stop them so that they may be 
questioned about the things they did and said in this world. As Ad-Dahhak said, narrating from 
Ibn x Abbas, this means, " detain them, for they are to be brought to account.' ' Abdullah bin Al- 
Mubarak said, "I heard 'Uthman bin Za'idah say, 'The first thing about which a man will be 
asked isthe company that he kept. Then by way of rebuke, it will be said to them: 



(What is the matter with you Why do you not help one another).'" meaning, 'as you claimed 
that you would all help one another.' 



(Nay, but that Day they shall surrender.) means, they will be subjected to the command of 
Allah, and they will not be able to resist it or avoid it. And Allah knows best. 



(27. And they will turn to one another and question one another.) (28. They will say: "It was 
you who used to come to us from the right side.") (29. They will reply: "Nay, you yourselves 
were not believers.") (30. "And we had no authority over you. Nay! But you were a transgressing 
people.") (31. "So now the Word of our Lord has been justified against us, that we shall 
certainly taste (the torment).") (32. "So we led you astray because we were ourselves astray.") 
(33. Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in the torment.) (34. Certainly, that is how We 
deal with the criminals.) (35. Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha illallah," they puffed 
themselves up with pride.) (36. And (they) said: "Are we going to abandon our gods for the sake 
of a mad poet") (37. Nay! he has come with the truth and he confirms the Messengers.) 



The arguing of the Idolatorson the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that the disbeliever will blame one another in the arena of Resurrection, just as 
they will argue with one another in the levels of Hell: 



(The weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Verily, we followed you, can you then take 
from us some portion of the Fire" Those who were arrogant will say: "We are all (together) in 
this (Fire)! Verily, Allah hasjudged between (His) servants!") (40:47-48) 



(But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to stand before their Lord, how they 
will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!" And 
those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from 
guidance after it had come to you Nay, but you were criminals." Those who were deemed weak 
will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, when you 
ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And each of them (parties) will 
conceal their own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron collars round 
the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they used to do) 
(34:31-33) Smilarly, they are described here assaying: 



(It was you who used to come to us from the right side.) Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ' Abbas 
said; "They will say, 'You used to force us because of your position of power over us, for we 
were weak and you were strong."' Qatadah said, "Men will say to the Jinn, 'You used to come 
to us from the right side to block every good deed, and you told us not to do it and you tried to 
put obstacles in our way.'" As-Suddi said, "'You used to come to us to block the truth, and you 
made falsehood look attractive to us, and you prevented us from seeing the truth." Ibn Zayd 
said, it means: "'You stood in the way between us and goodness, and you repelled us from 
Islam and faith and doing the good deeds that we had been commanded to do." Yazid Ar-Rishk 
said, "from La ilaha illallah." 



(They will reply: "Nay, you yourselves were not believers.") The leaders of the Jinn and 
mankind will say to their followers, "It is not as you say; your hearts denied faith and were 
open to disbelief and sin." 



(And we had no authority over you.) means, 'we had no proof of the truth of that to which we 
called you.' 



(Nay! But you were a transgressing people.) 'You yourselves were evildoers and transgressors 
against the truth, so you responded to us and neglected the truth which the Prophets brought 
with proof, and you went against them.' 



(So now the Word of our Lord has been justified against us, that we shall certainly (have to) 
taste (the torment). 3d we led you astray because we were ourselves astray.) Those who were 
arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak, 'the Word of Allah has been justified 
against us, that we are among the doomed who will taste the punishment of the Day of 
Resurrection.' 



(So we led you astray) means, ' so we called you to misguidance, 



(because we were ourselves astray. ) means, ' we called you to follow the path which we were 
on, and you responded.' Allah says: 



(Then verily, that Day, they will (all) share in the torment.) means, all of them will be in Hell, 
each according to what he deserves. 



(Certainly, that is how We deal with criminals. Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha 
illallah," they puffed themselves up with pride.) means, in this world they were too arrogant to 
say these words as the believers said them. Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

: » 



« 

(I have been commanded to fight the people until they say La ilaha ill-Allah. Whoever says La 
ilaha illallah, he and his property are safe from me except for his obligation, and his reckoning 
will be with Allah, may He be glorified.) Allah revealed in His Book the story of people who 
were arrogant, as He says: 



(Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha illallah," they puffed themselves up with pride. And 
(they) said: "Are we going to abandon our gods for the sake of a mad poet") meaning, ' Shall we 
stop worshipping our gods and the gods of our forefathers just because of the words of this mad 
poet' -- meaning the Messenger of Allah . Allah said in refutation of their attitude: 



(Nay! he has come with the truth) meaning, the Messenger of Allah has brought the truth with 
all that Allah has revealed to him of stories and commandments. 



(and he confirms the Messengers.) means, he fulfills their prophecies of his praiseworthy 
characteristics and his perfect way, and he tells people of the Laws and commands of Allah, as 
they said he would. 



(Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers before you) (41:43). 



(38. Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment;) (39. And you will be requited nothing 
except for what you used to do.) (40. Save the chosen servants of Allah.) (41. For them there 
will be a known provision,) (42. Fruits; and they shall be honored,) (43. In the Gardens of 
Delight,) (44. Facing one another on thrones.) (45. Round them will be passed a cup of pure 
wine) (46. White, delicious to the drinkers.) (47. Neither will they have Ghawl from that nor 
will they suffer intoxication therefrom.) (48. And beside them will be Qasirat-At-Tarf with 
(wide and beautiful) eyes.) (49. as if they were Bayd Maknun.) 

The Punishment of the Idolators and the Reward of the sincere 

Believers 

Allah says, addressing the people: 



(Verily, you are going to taste the painful torment; and you will be requited nothing except for 
what you used to do.) Then He makes an exception in the case of His sincerely believing 
servants. This is like the Ayat: 



(By the Time. Verily, man is in loss, Except those who believe and do righteous deeds. 
(103:1-3), 



(Verily, We created man in the best stature. Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low. 
Save those who believe and do righteous deeds) (95:4-6). 



(There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is with your Lord, a decree which must 
be accomplished. Then We shall save those who have Taqwa. And We shall leave the 
wrongdoers therein to their knees.) (19:71-72); and 



g(Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those on the right) (74:38-39). Allah 
says here: 



(Save the chosen servants of Allah.) meaning, they will not taste the painful torment nor will 
they be brought to account. Their evil acts, if there are any, will be overlooked, and each good 
deed will be rewarded in multiples of between ten and seven hundred, or as much as Allah 
wills. 



(For them there will be a known provision,) Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "This means Paradise. 
It is explained further in the next Ayah: 



(Fruits) meaning, of different kinds. 



(and they shall be honored,) means, they will be served and will live a life of luxury. 



(In the Gardens of Delight, facing one another on thrones.) Mujahid said, "One of them will not 
look at one another's backs." 



(Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine -- white, delicious to the drinkers. Neither will 
they have Ghawl from that nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Immortal boys will go around them (serving), with cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine, 
from which they will get neither any aching of the head nor any intoxication. )(56: 17-19). Allah 
refined the wine of Paradise from the bad effects of the wine of this world, which causes 
headaches and stomach aches -- which is the meaning of Ghawl -- causing people to lose their 
minds completely. So He says here: 



(Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine) meaning, wine from a flowing stream which 
they do not fear will ever be cut off or cease. Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam said, "White 
flowing wine," meaning, with a bright, shining color, unlike the wine of this earth with its ugly, 
repulsive colors of red, black, yellow and turbid shades, and other features which are 
repugnant to anyone of a sound nature. 



(delicious to the drinkers.) means, its taste will be as good as its color, and a good taste 
indicates that it has a good smell, unlike the wine of this world. 



(Neither will they have Ghawl from that) means, it will not have any effects on them such as 
causing stomach aches. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. This is unlike the wine of this world, which causes colic and so 
on, because it istoo watery. 



(nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom.) Mujahid said, "It will not cause them to lose their 
minds." This was also the view of Ibn 'Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Al-Hasan. ' Ata' bin Abi 
Muslim Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi and others. Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, "Wine 
causes four things: intoxication, headache, vomiting and urine." So, when Allah mentions the 
wine of Paradise, He states that it is free of these characteristics, as mentioned in Surat As- 
Saffat. 



(And beside them will be Qasirat At-Tarf) means, chaste females, who will not look at anyone 
other than their husbands, as Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Zayd bin Aslam, Qatadah, As-Suddi and 
others said. 



(with (wide and beautiful) eyes) means, with beautiful eyes. It was also said that it means with 
wide eyes, which is connected to the first meaning. They are wide-eyed and beautiful, and 
their eyes are described as being beautiful and chaste. Allah says: 



(And beside them will be Qasirat At-Tarf, with (wide and beautiful) eyes. 



(as if they were Bayd Maknun.) Their bodies are described as having the most perfect color. 
' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him: 



(as if they were Bayd Maknun.) means, as if they were hidden pearls. Al-Hasan said: 



(as if they were Bayd Maknun. ) means, protected, never touched by any hands. As-Suddi said, 
"The well preserved egg in its nest." Sa' id bin Jubayr said: 



(as if they were Bayd Maknun.) means, "The inside of the egg." " Ata' Al-Khurasani said, "It is the 
membrane which is between its outer shell and its inner contents." As-Suddi said: 



(as if they were Bayd Maknun.) means, "The white of the egg when its shell is removed." Ibn 
Jarir's view concerning the meaning of Maknun (well preserved) is that the outer shell is 
touched by the wing of the bird and the nest, and by people's hands, unlike the interior of the 
egg. And Allah knows best. 



(50. Then they will turn to one another, mutually questioning.) (51. A speaker of them will say: 
"Verily, I had a companion (in the world),") (52. "Who used to say: 'Are you among those who 
believe.) (53. (That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we indeed be indebted 
(Madinun)"') (54. (The speaker) said: "Will you look down") (55. 3d he looked down and saw him 
in the midst of the Fire.) (56. He said: "By Allah! You have nearly ruined me.") (57. "Had it not 
been for the grace of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those brought forth (to 
Hell).") (58. "Are we then not to die (any more)") (59. "Except our first death, and we shall not 
be punished") (60. Truly, this is the supreme success!) (61. For the like of this let the workers 
work.) 

The gathering of the People of Paradise, and the exchange between 
One of Them and His Counterpart in Hell, and His Gratitude for the 

Blessings of Allah 

Allah tells us how the people of Paradise will turn to one another, asking one another about 
their situation, how they were in this world and what they suffered. This is part of their 
conversation when they get together to converse and drink, sitting on their thrones, servants 
coming and going, bringing all kinds of good food, drink, clothes and other delights no eye has 
seen, no ear has heard, never having comprehend the mind of man. 



(A speaker of them will say: "Verily, I had a companion...") AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him said, "This refers to an idolator man who had a companion 
among the believers in this world." 



(Who used to say: "Are you among those who believe...") means, 'do you believe in the 
resurrection after death, and the Reckoning and reward or punishment' He used to say that by 
way of astonishment, disbelief and stubbornness. 



((That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we indeed be indebted (Madinun).) 
Mujahid and As-Suddi said, "Brought to account." Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said, "Rewarded or punished according to our deeds." Both 
views are correct. 



((The speaker) said: "Will you look down") meaning, look over. The believer will say this to his 
companions among the people of Paradise. 



(So he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire.) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Khulayd Al-'Usari, Qatadah, As-Suddi and 'Ata' Al-Khurasani said, 
"This means, in the middle of Hell." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "In the middle of Hell as if he were a 
burning star." 



(He said: "By Allah! You have nearly ruined me.") The believer will say, addressing the 
disbeliever: " By Allah, you nearly caused me to be doomed, if I had obeyed you.' 



(Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those brought 
forth (to Hell).) means, 'Were it not for the favor of my Lord towards me, I would have been 
like you in the middle of Hell where you are, brought forth with you for punishment. But He 
bestowed His grace upon me, had mercy upon me and guided me to faith and to belief in Him 
Alone.' 



(and never could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us!) (7:43) 



(Are we then not to die (any more) Except our first death, and we shall not be punished) This is 
what the believers will say when they feel joy at what Allah has given them, and they realize 
that they are to remain in Paradise forever with no punishment and no death to come. Allah 
says: 



(Truly, this is the supreme success!) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "They know that death brings an 
end to every delight, so they will say, 



(Are we then not to die Except our first death, and we shall not be punished) It will be said, 
"No, 



(Truly, this is the supreme success!). 



(For the like of this let the workers work.) Ibn Jarir said, "These are the Words of Allah, and it 
means: for the like of this pleasure and this success, let the workers work in this world, so that 
they may attain it in the Hereafter. 

The Story of Two Israelites 

They mentioned the story of two men among the Children of Israel who were partners and who 
are included in the meaning of this Ayah. Abu Ja'far bin Jarir recorded that Furat bin 
Tha' labah Al-Bahrani said concerning the Ayah, 



(Verily, I had a companion) "There were two men who were partners and had collected eight 
thousand Dinars. One of them had a craft and the other did not. The one who had a craft said 
to the other, ' You do not have a craft, so I think I will divide the money with you and leave 
you.' So he left him. Then the man bought a house, belonging to a king who had died, for the 
price of one thousand Dinars. He called his companion and showed him the house, saying, 
'What do you think of this house I bought it for one thousand Dinars.' He said, ' How beautiful 
it is.' When he went out he said, '0 Allah, this companion of mine has bought this house for 
one thousand Dinars; I ask You for one of the houses of Paradise -- and he gave one thousand 
Dinars in charity.' Then as much time passed as Allah willed should pass. The first man married 
a woman with a dowry of one thousand Dinars, and invited his companion and made food for 
him. When he came, he said, ' I have married this woman with a dowry of one thousand Dinars.' 
He replied; 'How beautiful this is.' And when he left, he said, '0 Lord, my companion has 
married a woman with a dowry of one thousand Dinars; I ask you for a wife from among Al-Hur 
AI-' lyn' -- and he gave one thousand Dinars in charity. Then as much time passed as Allah willed 
should pass. Then the first man bought two gardens for two thousand Dinars, then he called his 
companion and showed them to him. He said, 'I have bought these two gardens for two 
thousand Dinars.' He replied, ' How beautiful this is.' When he came out, he said, ' Lord, my 
companion has bought two gardens for two thousand Dinars; I ask you for two gardens in 
Paradise' -- and he gave two thousand Dinars in charity. Then the angel came to them and took 
their souls in death. He took the one who had given his money in charity and put him in a house 
that he liked. There, there was a woman who was so beautiful that the ground shinned under 
her, then he (the angel) took him to two gardens and gave him other things which are known 
only to Allah. The man said, 'This is like a man who has such and such.' The angel said, ' That is 
exactly what it is; this house, these gardens and this wife are all for you.' The man said, ' I had 
a companion who used to say: Are you among those who believe' It was said to him, ' He is in 
Hell.' He said, 'Will you look down' So he looked down and saw him in the midst of Hell. At 
this, he said: 



(By Allah! You have nearly ruined me. Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, I would 
certainly have been among those brought forth (to Hell).)" 



h(62. Is that (Paradise) better entertainment or the tree of Zaqqum) (63. Truly, We have made 
it (as) atrial for the wrongdoers.) (64. Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell- 
fire,) (65. The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of Shayatin.) (66. Truly, they will eat 
thereof and fill their bellies therewith.) (67. Then on the top of that they will be given boiling 
Hamim.) (68. Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of Hell.) (69. Verily, 
they found their fathers on the wrong path;) (70. So they (too) hastened in their footsteps!) 



The Tree of Zaqqum and its Companions 

Here Allah asks: ' Is that which He has mentioned of the delights of Paradise with its food, 
drink, companions and other joys better entertainment, or 



(or the tree of Zaqqum) which is in Hell' The meaning here is a specific kind of tree which is 
called Zaqqum. This is like the Ayah: 



(And a tree that springs forth from Mount Snai, that grows (produces) oil, and (it is a) relish for 
the eaters.) (23:20) -- which isthe olive tree. This is supported by the Ayah: 



(Then moreover, verily, -- you the erring-ones, the deniers! You, verily, will eat of the trees of 
Zaqqum.) (56:51-52). 



(Truly, We have made it (as) a trial for the wrongdoers.) Qatadah said, "The tree of Zaqqum is 
mentioned as a test for those who are misguided. They said, ' Your companion tells you that in 
the Fire there is a tree, but fire consumes trees.' Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.) meaning, it is nourished by the 
fire, for it was created from fire." Mujahid said: 



(Truly, We have made it (as) atrial for the wrongdoers.) Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, said, 
"Zaqqum means dates and butter which I eat Atazaqqamuhu ." I say that the meaning of the 
Ayah is, "We have told you, Muhammad, of the tree of Zaqqum as a trial with which We test 
the people to see who will believe and who will disbelieve." This is like the Ayah: 



(And We made not the vision which we showed you but a trial for mankind, and the accursed 
tree in the Qur'an. We warn and make them afraid but it only increases them in naught save 
great disbelief, oppression and disobedience to Allah) (17:60). 



(Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire.) means, its roots grow at the 
bottom of Hell. 



(The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of Shayatin. ) this is a description of how ugly 
and repulsive it is. It is likened to 



(the heads of Shayatin ), even though they have never seen them, because it is a well- 
established idea in people's minds that devils are ugly in appearance. 



(Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies therewith.) Allah mentions that they will eat 
of this extremely ugly tree even though its fruit tastes and smells so bad; they will be forced to 
eat from it because they will not find anything else to eat except this tree and similar things, 
as Allah says: 



(No food will there be for them but a poisonous thorny plant, Which will neither nourish nor 
avail against hunger.) (88:6 -7). 



(Then on the top of that they will be boiling Hamim) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "This means they will be given boiling Hamim to drink after they have eaten from 
Zaqqum." According to another report, he said that this means a mixture made from boiling 
water. Someone else said that it means boiling water will be mixed with pus and offensive 
discharges that leak from their private parts and eyes. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Sa' id bin 
Jubayr said, "When the people of Hell get hungry, they will ask for food from the tree of 
Zaqqum. They will eat from it, then the skin of their faces will fall off, If someone were to pass 
by, he would recognize them from their faces. Then thirst will be sent upon them, so they will 
ask to be given something to drink, and they will be given water like boiling oil that has been 
heated to the ultimate degree. When it is brought near to their mouths, the flesh of their faces 
from which the skin has fallen off will be baked by its heat, and whatever is in their stomachs 
will melt. They will walk with their guts falling out and with their skin falling off, then they 



will be beaten with hooked rods of iron. Then every part of their bodies will burst into loud 
lamentations. 



(Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of Hell.) means, after that interval, 
they will be sent back to the burning fire, searing heat and scorching flames, and they will 
rotate between the one and the other. This is like the Ayah, 



(They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce boiling water!) (55:44). Qatadah recited this 
Ayah when discussing this Ayah. This is a good interpretation. ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud recited it 
differently, with the meaning "Their return in the afternoon." " Abdullah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, used to say: "By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, midday on the Day of 
Resurrection will not come until the people of Paradise will be in Paradise and the people of 
Hell will be in Hell." Then he recited: 



(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairest of places 
for repose) (25:24). Allah's saying; 



(Verily, they found their fathers on the wrong path;) means, " We will punish them for that 
because they found their fathers following misguidance and they followed them with no 
evidence or proof.' Allah says: 



(So they (too) hastened in their footsteps!) Mujahid said, "This is like running." Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said, "They followed ignorance and foolishness." 



(71. And indeed most of the earlier ones went astray before them;) (72. And indeed We sent 
among them warners;) (73. Then see what was the end of those who were warned.) (74. Except 
the chosen servants of Allah.) Allah tells us that most of the previous nations went astray, 
worshipping other gods alongside Allah. He states that He sent among them warners to alert 
them to the anger, wrath and vengeance of Allah towards those who disbelieve in Him and 
worship others besides Him. He tells us that they persisted in their opposition to their 
Messengers and their disbelief in them, so He destroyed those who disbelieved in Him and 
saved the believers and caused them to prevail. Allah says: 



(Then see what wasthe end of those who were warned. Except the chosen servantsof Allah). 



(75. And indeed Nuh invoked Us, and We are the best of those who answer.) (76. And We 
rescued him and his family from the great distress,) (77. And, his progeny, them We made the 
survivors.) (78. And left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later generations) (79. 
"Salam (peace!) be upon Nuh among the all creatures!") (80. Verily, thus We reward the 
gooddoers.) (81. Verily, he Nuh was one of Our believing servants.) (82. Then We drowned the 
others.) 



Nuh and His People 

When Allah tells us about how most of the early people went astray from the path of salvation, 
He startsthe detailed explanation of that with the story of Nuh and the rejection of his people. 
Only a few of Nuh's people believed in him, despite the long period of time he spent among 
them. He stayed among them for one thousand years less fifty, and after he stayed among 
them for so long and their disbelief became too much for him to bear -- for every time he 
called them, they turned away from him even more -- he prayed to his Lord saying, "I have 
been overcome, so help (me)!" So Allah became angry because Nuh was angry with them. He 
says: 



(And indeed Nuh invoked Us, and We are the best of those who answer.) 



(And We rescued him and his family from the great distress.) means, their disbelief and their 
insults. 



(And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.) " AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, "There was no one left apart from the offspring of Nuh, peace 
be upon him." Sa' id bin Abi ' Arubah said, narrating from Qatadah concerning the Ayah, 



(And, his progeny, them We made the survivors.) "All people descended from the offspring of 
Nuh, peace be upon him." At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim narrated from Samurah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet said, concerning the Ayah, 



(And, his progeny, them We made the survivors): 



« » 



(Sam, Ham and Yafith.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Sam was the father of the Arabs, Ham was the father of the Ethiopians and Yafith was the 
father of the Romans.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi. What is meant here by Romans 
isthe original Romans, i.e., the Greeks who claimed descent from Ruma (Roma) the son of Liti, 
the son of Yunan, the son of Yafith, the son of Nuh, peace be upon him. 



(And left for him among the later generations. ) Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "He is remembered in a good way." Mujahid said this means "An honorable mention by all 
the Prophets." Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "Allah caused him to be praised constantly by 
others." Ad-Dahhak said it means "Salam and praise." 



(Salam (peace!) be upon Nuh among the all creatures!) This explains for us the extent of the 
honorable mention and praise, for he is greeted with peace by all groups and nations. 



(Verily, thus We reward the gooddoers.) means, 'This is how We reward those of Our servants 
who do deeds of obedience to Allah. We gave him an honorable mention so that after he died 
he is still remembered in a manner that befits his status.' Then Allah says: 



(Verily, he Nuh was one of Our believing servants.) meaning, one of the sincere believers in 
the Oneness of Allah, one of those who had certain faith. 



(Then We drowned the others. ) means, 'We destroyed them, and there was no trace 
whatsoever left of them, and they are only known by this unfavorable description.' 



(83. And verily, among those who followed his way was Ibrahim.) (84. When he came to his 
Lord with a Salim heart.) (85. When he said to his father and to his people: "What is it that 
which you worship") (86. "Is it a falsehood -- gods other than Allah -- that you desire") (87. 
"Then what think you about the Lord of the all that exists") 



The Story of Ibrahim and His People 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him: 



(And verily, among those who followed his ways was Ibrahim.) means, he was one of the 
followers of his religion. Mujahid said, "He was foil owing his path and his way." 



(When he came to his Lord with a Salim heart.) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "This means that he bore witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah." 
rlbn Abi Hatim recorded that ' Awf said, "I said to Muhammad bin Srin, 'What is the Salim 
heart' He said, ' One which knows that Allah is true and that the Hour will undoubtedly come to 
pass, and that Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves.'" Al-Hasan said, "One that is free 
from Shirk." ' Urwah said, "One that is not cursed." 



(When he said to his father and to his people: "What is it that which you worship") He 
denounced his people for their worship of idols and false gods, Allah said: 



(Is it a falsehood -- gods other than Allah -- that you desire Then what think you about the Lord 
of the all that exists) Qatadah said, "This means, 'what do you think He will do with you when 
you meet Him, given that you worshipped others alongside Him" 



(88. Then he cast a glance at the stars,) (89. And he said: "Verily, I am sick.") (90. 3d they 
turned away from him and departed.) (91. Then he turned to their gods and said: "Will you not 
eat") (92. "What is the matter with you that you speak not") (93. Then he turned upon them, 
striking (them) with (his) right hand.) (94. Then they came hastily towards him.) (95. He said: 
"Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve") (96. "While Allah has created you and what 
you make!") (97. They said: "Build for him a building and throw him into the blazing fire!") (98. 
So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them the lowest.) Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, said this to his people so that he could stay behind in the city when they went out for 
their festival. The time was approaching for them to go out to celebrate a festival of theirs, 
and he wanted to be alone with their gods so that he could break them, so he told them 
something that wastrue, for he was indeed sick of the implications of what they believed in. 



(So they turned away from him and departed.) Qatadah said, "The Arabs say of one who thinks 
deeply that he is looking at the stars." What Qatadah meant is that he looked at the heavens 
thinking of away to distract his people. So he said, 



(Verily, I am sick.) meaning, weak. Ibn Jarir narrated here a Hadith from Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, stating that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« : 

(Ibrahim (peace and blessings be upon him) did not lie except in three cases. Two were for the 
sake of Allah: (one is) when he said, (Verily, I am sick); and (the second) when he said, (Nay, 
this one, the biggest (his wife) of them (idols) did it.) and (the third) when he said concerning 
(his wife) Sarah, "She is my sister.") This Hadith is recorded in the books of the Sahih and Sunan 
with various chain of narrations. But this is not the kind of real lie for which a person is to be 
condemned -- Allah forbid! One calls it a lie for lack of a better word, because it is abstruse 
speech used for a legitimate religious purpose, and it was said that what was meant by the 
words, 



(Verily, I am sick) was, ' I am sick at heart of your worshipping idols instead of Allah.' Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri said, "The people of Ibrahim went out to their festival and they wanted to make him go 
out too. Sa he lay down on his back and said, 



(Verily, I am sick.) and he started looking at the sky. When they had gone out, he turned to 
their gods and broke them." This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Allah said: 



(So they turned away from him and departed.) meaning, he went to them after they had left, 
quickly and secretly. 



(and said: "Will you not eat") They had placed food before them as a sacrifice, so that the food 
might be blessed. When Ibrahim, peace be upon him, looked at the food that was before them, 
he said: 



(Will you not eat What isthe matter with you that you speak not) 



(Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right hand.) Al-Farra' said, "This means, 
he started to hit them with his right hand." Qatadah and Al-Jawhari said, "He turned to them, 
hitting them with his right hand." He struck them with his right hand because the right hand is 
stronger and more powerful. Then he left them broken to pieces, (all) except the biggest of 
them, that they might turn to it, as we have already seen in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya'. 



(Then they came hastily towards him.) Mujahid and others said, "This means, they came 
rushing. The story is told in brief here; in Surat Al-Anbiya', it is told in more detail. When they 
returned, they did not know at first who had done this, until they investigated and found out 



that Ibrahim, peace be upon him, was the one who had done it. When they came to rebuke 
him, he started rebuking and criticizing them and said: 



(Worship you that which you carve) meaning, 'do you worship instead of Allah idols which you 
yourselves carve and fashion with your own hands' 



(While Allah has created you and what you make!) This may mean, 'Allah has created you and 
what you do;' or it may mean, 'Allah has created you and what you make.' Both views are 
synonymous. The former is more apparent because of the report recorded by Al-Bukhari in the 
Book Af al Al-' Ibad from Hudhayfah, attributed to the Prophet : 

« » 

(Allah has created every doer of deeds and what he does.) Thereupon he recited: 



(While Allah has created you and what you make!) When the proof had been established against 
them, they resolved to seize him by force and they said: 



(Build for him a building (i.e., furnace) and throw him into the blazing fire!) There happened 
what we have already discussed in our Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya', (21:68-70) and Allah saved 
him from the fire and caused him to prevail over them, making his proof supreme and 
supporting it. Allah says: 



(So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them the lowest. 



(99. And he said: "Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide me!" (100. "My Lord! Grant me 
(offspring) from the righteous.") (101. So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.) 
(102. And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: "0 my son! I have seen 
in a dream that I am slaughtering you. So look what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do that 
which you are commanded, if Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient.") (103. Then, when 
they had both submitted themselves, and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead;) (104. We 
called out to him: "O Ibrahim!") (105. "You have fulfilled the dream!" Verily, thus do We reward 
the doers of good.) (106. Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial.) (107. And We ransomed him 
with a great sacrifice;) (108. And We left for him among the later generations.) (109. "Salam 
(peace!) be upon Ibrahim!") (110. Thus indeed do We reward the doers of good.) (111. Verily, 
he was one of Our believing servants.) (112. And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq -- a 
Prophet from the righteous.) (113. We blessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are (some) 
that do right, and some that plainly wrong themselves.) 



Ibrahim's Emigration, the Test of the Sacrifice of Isrrra il, and how 

Allah blessed Him 

Allah tells us that after He helped His close friend Ibrahim, peace be upon him, against his 
people, and after Ibrahim gave up hoping that they would ever believe despite all the mighty 
signs that they had witnessed, he emigrated away from them, and said: 



(Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide me! My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the 
righteous.) meaning, obedient children, in compensation for his people and relatives whom he 
had left. Allah said: 



(So We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.) This child was Isma' il, peace be upon 
him, for he was the first child of whom glad tidings were given to Ibrahim, peace be upon him, 
and he was older than Ishaq. The Muslims and the People of the Book agree, and indeed it is 
stated in their Book, that Ism a' il, peace be upon him, was born when Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, was eighty-six years old, and Ishaq was born when Ibrahim was ninety-nine years old. 
According to their Book, Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice his only son, and in another text 
it says his firstborn son. But here they falsely inserted the name of Ishaq. This is not right 
because it goes against what their own Scripture says. They inserted the name of Ishaq because 
he is their ancestor, while Isma' il is the ancestor of the Arabs. They were jealous of them, so 
they added this idea and changed the meaning of the phrase "only son" to mean 'the only son 
who is with you,' because Isma' il had been taken with his mother to Makkah. But this is a case 
of falsification and distortion, because the words "only son" cannot be said except in the case 
of one who has no other son. Furthermore, the firstborn son has a special status that is not 
shared by subsequent children, so the command to sacrifice him is a more exquisite test. 



(And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him,) means, when he grew up and 
started to go with his father and walk with him, for Ibrahim used to go every so often to check 
on his son and his mother in the land of Faran (i.e., Makkah), to see how they were doing. It 
was said that he used to ride on Al-Buraq, traveling there swiftly, and Allah knows best. It was 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas, peace be upon him, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ata' Al- 
Khurasani, Zayd bin Aslam and othersthat 



(And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him,) means, when he became a young 
man and was able to work as his father did. 



(And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: "0 my son! I have seen in a 
dream that I am slaughtering you. So look what you think!") ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr said, "The 
dreams of the Prophets are revelation," then he recited this Ayah: 



(he said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you. 3d look what you 
think!"). He told his son that in order to make it easier for him, and also to test his patience 
and resolve, at a young age, in obeying Allah and obeying his father. 



(He said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded...") meaning, ' obey the command of 
Allah and sacrifice me.' 



(if Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient.) meaning, ' I will be patient and will seek the 
reward for that with Allah.' He, may peace and blessings be upon him, believed in what had 
been promised. Allah said: 



(And mention in the Book Isma' il. Verily, he was true to what he promised, and he was a 
Messenger, (and) a Prophet. And he used to enjoin on his family the Salah and the Zakah, and 
his Lord was pleased with him.) (19:54-55). 



(Then, when they had both submitted themselves, and he had laid him prostrate on his 
forehead;) means, when both of them had pronounced the Shahadah and remembered Allah -- 
Ibrahim because he was about to offer a sacrifice and Ism a* il because he was about to die. Or 
it was said that "submitted themselves" means that they submitted and followed the command 
of Allah; Ibrahim obeyed the command of Allah and Ismail obeyed Allah and his father. This 
was the view of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Ishaq, and others. IThe meaning 
of the phrase "and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead" is: he placed him facedown so 
that he could slaughter him from behind, and not have to see his face at the time of slaughter, 



so that it would be easier for him. Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, 5a' id 
bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said: 



(and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead;) means, "He turned him upside down on his 
face." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When the 
rituals were enjoined upon Ibrahim, peace be upon him, the Shaytan appeared to him at the 
Mas' a and raced with him, but Ibrahim got there first. Then Jibril, upon him be peace, took 
him to Jamrat Al-' Aqabah and the Shaytan appeared to him, so he stoned him with seven 
pebbles until he disappeared. Then he appeared him at Al-Jamrah Al-Wusta and he stoned him 
with seven pebbles. Then he laid him prostrate on his face. I sm a" i I , peace be upon him, was 
wearing a white shirt, and he said, ' my father, I do not have any garment in which I can be 
shrouded apart from this; take it off me so that you can shroud me in it.' He started to take it 
off, then he was called from behind: 



(0 Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the dream!) Ibrahim turned, and saw a fine, horned, white ram." 
Ibn " Abbas said, "We used to look for similar types of rams." Hisham mentioned this Hadith at 
length in Al-Manasik. 



(We called out to him: "0 Ibrahim! You have fulfilled the dream!") means, 'the purpose of your 
dream has been fulfilled by your laying down your son to sacrifice him.' As-Suddi and others 
said that he passed the knife over Isma' il's neck, but it did not cut him at all, because a sheet 
of copper was placed between them. Ibrahim was called at that point, and it was said: 



(You have fulfilled the dream!) Allah says; 



(Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good.) means, 'this is how We deal with those who 
obey Us in things that are difficult for them; We make for them a way out.' As Allah says: 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts 
his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed 
Allah has set a measure for all things.) (65:2-3). On the basis of this Ayah and this story, some 
of the scholars of Usui have stated that it is valid for a ruling to be abrogated before anyone is 
able to act upon it -- unlike some of the MuMazilah. The evidence for this is obvious, because 
Allah commanded Ibrahim, peace be upon him, to sacrifice his son, then He abrogated that and 
pointed out the ransom. The purpose of His command had been primarily to reward His close 
Friend for his patience and resolve in sacrificing his son. Allah says: 



(Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial.) meaning, it was clearly a test when he was 
commanded to sacrifice his son, so, he hastened to do it, in submission to the command of 
Allah and in obedience to Him. Allah said: 



(And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all that.) (53:37), and 



(And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice). It was reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "A ram which had grazed in Paradise for forty years." Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Safiyyah bint Shaybah said, "A woman from Bani Sulaym, who was the midwife of 
most of the people in our household, told me that the Messenger of Allah sent for x Uthman bin 
Talhah, may Allah be pleased with him." On one occasion she said, "I asked ' Uthman, " Why did 
the Prophet call you' He said, ' The Messenger of Allah said to me, 

» 



« 

(I saw the horns of the ram when I entered the House i.e., the Ka" bah , and I forgot to tell you 
to cover them up; cover them up, for there should not be anything in the House which could 
distract the worshipper.)"' Sufyan said, "The horns of the ram remained hanging in the House 
until it was burned, and they were burned too." This offers independent evidence that the one 
who was to be sacrificed was Isma" il, peace be upon him. The Quraysh had inherited the horns 
of the ram that Ibrahim sacrificed, and they had been passed down from generation to 
generation, until the Messenger of Allah was sent. And Allah knows best. 



Reports which state that the One Who was to be sacrificed was 
Isma il, and that this is Correct without a Doubt 

Sa" id bin Jubayr, 'Amir Ash-Sha" bi, Yusuf bin Mihran, Mujahid, "Ata' and others reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas that it was Isma" il, peace be upon him. Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn "Abbas said, 
"The one who was ransomed was Isma" il, peace be upon him. The Jews claimed that it was 
Ishaq, but the Jews lied." It was reported that Ibn " Umar said, "The sacrifice was Isma" il." Ibn 
Abi Najih said, narrating from Mujahid, "It was Isma" il, peace be upon him." This was also the 
view of Yusuf bin Mihran. Ash-Sha" bi said, "It was I sm a" i I , peace be upon him, and I saw the 
horns of the ram in the Ka"bah." Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Al-Hasan bin Dinar and 
"Amr bin " Ubayd from Al-Hasan Al-Basri that he did not doubt that the one of the two sons 
Ibrahim was commanded to sacrifice was Isma" il, peace be upon him. Ibn Ishaq said, "I heard 
Muhammad bin Ka" b Al-Qurazi say, "The one whom Allah commanded Ibrahim to sacrifice of 
his two sons was Isma" il.' We find this in the Book of Allah, because when Allah finishes the 
story of the one of the two sons of Ibrahim who was to be sacrificed, He then says: 



(And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq -- a Prophet from the righteous), and 



(So, We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, of Ya" qub) (11:71). He mentions the son 
and the son of the son, but He would not have commanded him to sacrifice Ishaq when He had 
promised that this son would in turn have a son. The one whom He commanded him to sacrifice 
can only have been Isma" il." Ibn Ishaq said, "I heard him say that often." Ibn Ishaq reported 
from Buraydah bin Sufyan bin Farwah Al-Aslami that Muhammad bin Ka" b Al-Qurazi told them 
that he mentioned that to "Umar bin " Abd AI-"Aziz, may Allah be pleased with him, when he 
was Khalifah, while he was with him in Syria. "Umar said to him, "This is something about 
which I have never given any thought, but I see that it is as you say." Then he sent for a man 
who was with him in Syria, a Jew who had become a Muslim and was committed to Islam, and 
he thought that he had been one of their scholars. "Umar bin "Abd AI-"Aziz, may Allah be 
pleased with him, asked him about that. Muhammad bin Ka" b said, "I was with " Umar bin " Abd 
AI-" Aziz. " Umar said to him, " Which of the two sons of Ibrahim was he commanded to sacrifice' 
He said, " Isma" il. By Allah, Commander of the faithful, the Jews know this, but they were 



jealous of you Arabs because it was your father about whom Allah issued this command and the 
virtue that Allah mentioned was because of his patience in obeying the command. So they 
denied that and claimed that it was Ishaq, because he is their father."' 'Abdullah bin Al-lmam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal, may Allah have mercy on him, said, "I asked my father about which son was 
to be sacrificed -- was it Isma' il or Ishaq" He said, "Isma' il." This was mentioned in Kitab Az- 
Zuhd. Ibn Abi Hatim said, "I heard my father say, ' The correct view is that the one who was to 
be sacrificed was Isma'il, peace be upon him.'" He said, "And it was narrated that ' Ali, Ibn 
' Umar, Abu Hurayrah, Abu At-Tufayl, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, 
Mujahid, Ash-Sha* bi, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Abu Ja* far Muhammad bin Al i and Abu 
Salih, may Allah be pleased with them all, said that the one who was to be sacrificed was 
Isma' il." Al-Baghawi said in his Tafsir, "This was the view of * Abdullah bin * Umar, Sa' id bin Al- 
Musayyib, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Mujahid, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al- 
Qurazi and Al-Kalbi." This was also reported from Ibn ' Abbas and from Abu ' Amr bin Al-' Ala'. 



(And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq -- a Prophet from the righteous.) having given the 
glad tidings of the one who was to be sacrificed, who was Isma* il, Allah immediately follows 
that with mention of the glad tidings of his brother Ishaq. This is also mentioned in Surah Hud 
(11:71) and in Surat Al-Hijr (15:53-55). 



(a Prophet) means, from him there will come a righteous Prophet. 



(We blessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are (some) that do right, and some that 
plainly wrong themselves.) This is like the Ayah: 



(It was said: "0 Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with peace from Us and blessings on you and 
on the people who are with you, but people to whom We shall grant their pleasures (for a 
time), but in the end a painful torment will reach them from Us.") (11:48) 



(114. And, indeed We gave Our grace to Musa and Harun.) (115. And We saved them and their 
people from the great distress,) (116. And helped them, so that they became the victors;) (117. 
And We gave them the clear Scripture;) (118. And guided them to the right path.) (119. And We 
left for them among the later generations.) (120. "Salam (peace!) be upon Musa and Harun!") 
(121. Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good.) (122. Verily, they were two of Our 
believing servants.) 

Musa and Harun 

Allah tells us how He blessed Musa and Harun with prophet hood and how He saved them, along 
with those who believed, from the oppression of Fif awn and his people, who had persecuted 
them by killing their sons and sparing their women, and by forcing them to do the most menial 
tasks, then ultimately He caused them to prevail over them and to seize their lands and their 
wealth and all that they had spent their entire lives amassing. Then Allah revealed to Musa the 
Clear and Mighty Book, which is the Tawrah, as Allah says: 



(And indeed We granted to Musa and Harun the criterion (of right and wrong), and a shining 
light) (21 :48). And Allah says here: 



(And We gave them the clear Scripture; and guided them to the right path.) meaning, with 
regard to words and deeds. 



(And We left for them among the later generations.) means, that after they died they would be 
mentioned in good terms and spoken of highly. Then Allah explain this further: 



(Salam (peace!) be upon Musa and Harun! Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good. Verily, 
they were two of Our believing servants.) 



(123. And verily, llyaswasone of the Messengers.) (124. When he said to his people: "Will you 
not have Taqwa") (125. "Will you call upon * Ba' I and forsake the Best of creators,) (126. Allah, 
your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers") (127. But they denied him, so they will certainly 
be brought forth,) (128. Save the chosen servants of Allah.) (129. And We left for him among 
the later generations.) (130. "Salam (peace!) be upon llyasin! ") (131. Verily, thus do We reward 
the doers of good.) (132. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants.) Ilyas Qatadah and 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Ilyas is another name for Idris." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Ilyas is Idris." This was also the 
view of Ad-Dahhak . Wahb bin Munabbih said, "He is Ilyas bin Yasin bin Finhas bin AI-' Izar bin 
Harun bin * Imran. Allah sent him to the Children of Israel after Hizqil (Ezekiel), may peace be 
upon them both. They had started to worship an idol called Ba' I, and he called them to Allah, 
may He be exalted, and forbade them to worship anyone besides Him. Their king believed in 
him, then he apostatized, and they persisted in their misguided ways, and not one person 
among them believed in him. So he prayed to Allah against them, and Allah withheld the rain 
from them for three years. Then they asked him to relieve them from that, and promised that 
they would believe in him if rain came to them. So he prayed to Allah for them, and the rains 



came, but they persisted in their evil ways of disbelief. 3d he asked Allah to take him to Him. 
Al-Yasa' bin Akhtub had grown up under his care, may peace be upon them both. So llyaswas 
commanded to go to such and such a place, and whatever mount came to him, he was to ride 
on it and not to give it away. A horse of fire was brought to him, so he rode it, and Allah 
clothed him with light and covered him with feathers, and he used to fly with the angels as a 
human angel, heavenly yet also earthly. This is what was narrated by Wahb bin Munabbih from 
the People of the Book; Allah knows best how true it is. 



(When he said to his people: "Will you not have Taqwa") means, 'do you not fear Allah when 
you worship others instead of Him' 



(Will you call upon Ba' I and forsake the Best of creators,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, Mujahid, * Ikrimah, Qatadah and As-Suddi said that the word Ba' I means lord. 
~ Ikrimah and Qatadah said, "This is the language of the people of Yemen." According to another 
report from Qatadah, it is the language of Azd Shanu'ah. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
narrated from his fat her that it is the name of an idol which was worshipped by the people of a 
city called Ba labak (Baalbek) which is to the west of Damascus. Ad-Dahhak said, "It is an idol 
which they used to worship." 



(Will you call upon Ba' I) means, ' will you worship an idol,' 



(and forsake the Best of creators, Allah, your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers) means, 
' He is the One Who is deserving of your worship alone, with no partners or associates.' 



(But they denied him, so they will certainly be brought forth,) means, for the punishment on 
the Day of Reckoning. 



(Save the chosen servants of Allah.) means, those who believe in Him alone. 



(And We left for him among the later generations.) means, he is praised and spoken of highly. 



(Salam (peace!) be upon llyasin!) Similarly, one might say for Isma' il, Ism a' in. This is the 
language (dialect) of Bani Asad; they say Mikal, Mika'il, and Mika'in. They say Ibrahim and 
Ibraham; Isra'il, Isra'in; Tur Sna', Tur Sinin. All of that is fine. 



(Verily, thus do We reward the doers of good. Verily, he was one of Our believing servants.) We 
have already discussed the meaning of this above. And Allah knows best. 



(133. And verily, Lut was one of the Messengers.) (134. When We saved him and his family, all,) 
(135. Except an old woman (his wife) who was among those who remained behind.) (136. Then 
We destroyed the rest.) (137. Verily, you pass by them in the morning.) (138. And at night; will 
you not then reflect) 

The Destruction of the People of Lut (Lot) 

Allah tells us that He sent His servant and Messenger Lut, peace be upon him, to his people, 
and they denied him, so Allah saved him from among them, him and his family with the 
exception of his wife, who was destroyed along with her people. Allah destroyed them with 
different kinds of punishments, and made their vicinity a foul, stinking lake which is on a well- 
travelled route where people pass by night and day (i.e., the Dead Sea, which lays close to the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah on the highway between Arabia and Syria). Allah says: 



(Verily, you pass by them in the morning. And at night; will you not then reflect) meaning, 
'will you not learn a lesson from them and how Allah destroyed them, and realize that a 
similar end awaits the disbelievers.' 



(139. And verily, Yunus was one of the Messengers.) (140. When he ran to the laden ship:) (141. 
Then he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers. ) (142. Then a (big) fish swallowed 
him as he had done an act worthy of blame.) (143. Had he not been of them who glorify Allah,) 
(144. He would have indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day of Resurrection.) 
(145. But We cast him forth on the naked shore while he was sick,) (146. And We caused a 
plant of gourd to grow over him.) (147. And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or 
even more.) (148. And they believed; so We gave them enjoyment for awhile.) 

The Story of Yunus 

We have already discussed the story of Yunus, peace be upon him, in Surat Al-Anbiya' (21:87- 
88). In the Two Sahihs it is reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(It is not right for any person to say I am better than Yunus bin Matta.) 



(When he ran to the laden ship.) Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "It was filled 
with cargo. 



(Then he (agreed to) cast lots,) means, to draw lots. 



(and he was among the losers.) means among those who have been overcome. This was 
because the ship was being pounded by the waves on all sides, and they were at risk of 
drowning, so they drew lots, and whoever lost would be thrown overboard so as to lighten the 
load. The Prophet of Allah Yunus, peace be upon him, lost the draw three times, but they did 
not want to throw him overboard. He took off his garment so that he could throw himself into 
the sea, and they tried to stop him. Then Allah commanded a large fish from the Green Sea 
(i.e., Mediterranian Sea) to cleave the oceans and come and swallow Yunus, peace be upon 
him, without cutting his flesh or breaking his bones. The fish came and Yunus, peace be upon 
him, threw himself overboard, and the fish swallowed him and took him away, traveling 
through all the seas with him. When Yunus had stayed for some time in the fish's belly, he 
thought that he had died; then he moved his head and legs and arms, and saw that he was 
alive. He prayed in the belly of the fish, and one of the things he said in his main prayer was: 
"O Lord, I have taken as a place of worship to You a place which no other person has reached." 
They differed as to how long he spent in the belly of the fish. Some said three days; this was 
the view of Qatadah. Some said seven days; this was the view of Ja'far As-Sadiq, may Allah be 
pleased with him. Some said forty days; this was the view of Abu Malik. Mujahid said, narrating 
from Ash-Sha' bi, "It swallowed him in the morning and cast him forth in the evening." And Allah 
knows best how long exactly was. Allah says, 



(Had he not been of them who glorify Allah, He would have indeed remained inside its belly 
(the fish) till the Day of Resurrection.) It was said that, if he had not already done righteous 
deeds during his time of ease. This was the view of Ad-Dahhak bin Qays, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Wahb 
bin Munabbih, Qatadah and others, and it was the view favored by Ibn Jarir. This is what is 
indicated in the authentic Hadith which we quote below, if Allah wills. In a Hadith narrated 
from Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: 

« » 

(Remember Allah during times of ease and He will remember you during times of difficulty.) 
And it was said that what was meant by the Ayah: 



(Had he not been of them who glorify Allah,) wasthe meaning of the following Ayat: 



(But he cried through the darkness (saying): "La ilaha ilia Anta, You are glorified! Truly, I have 
been of the wrongdoers." So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress. And 
thus We do deliver the believers.) (21:87-88). This was the view of Sa' id bin Jubayr and others. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him -- and I do not know 
of anything narrated from Anasthat he did not attribute to the Messenger of Allah : 

» 



« 



(When it occurred to the Prophet Yunus, upon him be peace, to call upon Allah in these words 
when he was in the belly of the great fish, he said, "La ilaha ilia Ant a, Yo are glorified! Truly, I 
have been of the wrongdoers." This call went and hovered around the (mighty) Throne, and the 
angels said, "O Lord, this is the voice of one who is weak but known, in a faraway strange land. 
Allah, may He be exalted, said, "How do you know this" They said, "0 Lord, who is he" Allah, 
may He be exalted, said, "My servant Yunus." They said, "Your servant Yunus, from whom there 
kept coming acceptable deeds and supplications which were answered!" They said, "OLord, will 
You not have mercy on him for what he did during his time of ease, and save him from this trial 
and tribulation" He said, "Of course." 3d, He commanded the great fish, and it cast him forth on 
the naked shore.) Allah says: 



(But We cast him forth) meaning, ' We threw him out,' 



(on the naked shore) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said that this 
refers to land in which there is no vegetation and no buildings. 



(while he was sick,) means, when he was weak of body. 



(And We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him.) Ibn Mas' ud and Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with them both, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Wahb bin Munabbih, Hilal bin 
Yasaf, 'Abdullah bin Tawus, As-Suddi, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani and several 
others, all said that gourd means squash. Some of them mentioned that the squash has a 
number of benefits: it grows quickly, its leaves offer shade because of their large size and 
smooth texture, flies do not come near it, and its fruits provide good nourishment; they may be 
eaten raw or cooked, and both the pulp and the peel may be eaten. It was reported that the 
Messenger of Allah used to like squash and would look for it wherever it was on the serving 
dish. 



(And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even more.) It is as if he was commanded, 
after he came forth from the fish, to go back to those to whom he had been sent in the first 
place, and they all believed in him. 



(or even more.) Makhul said, "They numbered one hundred and ten thousand. This was 
reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir said, "Some of the scholars of Arabic, the people of Basrah, 
said that this means up to one hundred thousand or more." Ibn Jarir interpreted this Ayah as he 
interpreted the Ayat: 



(Then, after that, your hearts were hardened and became as stones or even worse in hardness) 
(2:74). 



(Behold! a section of them fear men asthey fear Allah or even more) (4:77), and 



(And was at a distance of two bows' length or (even) nearer) (53:9). The meaning is, not less 
than that, but rather more. 



(And they believed;) means, these people to whom Yunus, peace be upon him, had been sent 
all believed. 



(so We gave them enjoyment for a while. ) means, until the time of their appointed end. This 
is like the Ayah, 



(Was there any town (community) that believed, and its faith (at that moment) saved it -- 
except the people of Yunus; when they believed, We removed from them the torment of 
disgrace in the life of the (present) world, and permitted them to enjoy for a while.) (10:98) 



(149. Now ask them: "Are there (only) daughters for your Lord and sons for them") (150. Or did 
We create the angels female while they were witnesses) (151. Verily, it is of their falsehood 
that they say:) (152. "Allah has begotten." And, verily, they are liars!) (153. Has He (then) 
chosen daughters rather than sons) (154. What is the matter with you How do you decide) (155. 
Will you not then remember) (156. Or is there for you a plain authority) (157. Then bring your 
Book if you are truthful!) (158. And they have invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn, 
but the Jinn know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him).) (159. Glorified be Allah! 
(He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!) (160. Except the servants of Allah, whom He 
chooses.) 



Refutation of Those Who attribute Children to Allah and say that 

the Angels are His Daughters 

Allah denounces those idolators who attribute daughters to Allah -- exalted be He above that -- 
and attributed to themselves what they desired, i.e., they wanted male offspring to 
themselves. 



(And when the news of (the birth of) a female (child) is brought to any of them, his face 
becomes dark, and he is filled with inward grief I) (16:58), i.e., that upsets him, and he would 
only choose sons for himself. Allah says: 'Then how can they attribute to Allah the share that 
they would not choose for themselves' Allah says: 



(Now ask them) means, quiz them by way of denunciation, 



(Are there (only) daughters for your Lord and sons for them) This is like the Ayah: 



(Is it for you the males and for Him the females That indeed is a division most unfair!) (53:21- 
22). 



(Or did We create the angels female while they were witnesses) means, how did they decide 
that the angels are female when they did not witnesstheir creation This is like the Ayah: 



(And they make the angels females who themselves are servants of the Most Gracious. Did they 
witness their creation Their testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned!) (43:19), 
which means, they will be questioned about that on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Verily, it is of their falsehood) means, it is a part of the lies they tell. 



(that they say: "Allah has begotten.") meaning, that offspring have been born to Him. 



(And verily, they are liars!) Allah mentions three of the things they said about the angels, 
which formed the utmost disbelief and falsehood. They said that they were the daughters of 
Allah and that Allah had offspring -- exalted and sanctified be He above that. Then they made 
these offspring female, then they worshipped them instead of Allah, exalted and sanctified be 
He -- any of which on its own would be sufficient to condemn them to spend eternity in Hell. 
Then Allah says, denouncing them: 



(Has He (then) chosen daughters rather than sons) meaning, what would make Him choose 
daughters rather than sons This is like the Ayah, 



(Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for Himself from among the angels 
daughters Verily, you indeed utter an awful saying.) (17:40) Allah says: 



(What is the matter with you How do you decide) meaning, 'what kind of reasoning makes you 
say that' 



(Will you not then remember Or is there for you a plain authority) means, 'evidence to prove 
what you say.' 



(Then bring your Book if you are truthful!) means, 'produce evidence for that derived from a 
Book revealed from heaven by Allah, to prove that He has taken what you say (i.e., offspring). 
What you say is tot ally irrational.' 



(And they have invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn,) Mujahid said, "The idolators said 
that the angels were the daughters of Allah. Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
'Then who are their mothers' They said, 'The daughters of the leaders of the Jinn.'" Qatadah 
and Ibn Zayd also said this. Allah -- may He be blessed and exalted -- says: 



(but the jinn know) meaning, those to whom this is attributed 



(know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him).) means, that those who say that will 
be brought forth for punishment on the Day of Reckoning, because of the lies and falsehood 
that they uttered without knowledge. 



(Glorified be Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!) means, exalted, sanctified 
and glorified be He far above having any offspring and far above what the wrongdoers and 
heretics attribute to Him. 



(Except the servants of Allah, whom He chooses.) The pronoun in the verb translated as "they 
attribute" refers to all of mankind, then He excludes those whom He chooses, who are the ones 
who follow the truth revealed to every Prophet who was sent. 



(161. So, verily you and those whom you worship) (162. Cannot lead astray,) (163. Except those 
who are predestined to burn in Hell!) (164. And there is not one of us (angels) but has his 
known place;) (165. And verily, we (angels), we stand in rows;) (166. And verily, we (angels) 
indeed are those who glorify.) (167. And indeed they used to say:) (168. "If we had a reminder 
as had the men of old,") (169. "We would have indeed been the chosen servants of Allah!") 
(170. But (now) they disbelieve therein, so they will come to know!) 

No One believes what the Idolators say except Those Who are even 

more misguided than They 

Allah says, addressing the idolators: 



(So, verily you and those whom you worship cannot lead astray, except those who are 
predestined to burn in Hell!) meaning, Mhe only ones who will believe what you say and follow 
your misguided ways of false worship are those who are more misguided than you and are 
created for Hell.' 



(They have hearts wherewith they understand not, and they have eyes wherewith they see not, 
and they have ears wherewith they hear not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more 
astray; those! They are the heedless ones.) (7:179). This is the parable of the people who 
follow the belief and ideas of Shirk, disbelief and misguidance, as Allah says: 



(Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside (by the 
decree of Allah).) (51:8-9) meaning, the one who is misled by it is the one who is turned aside. 



The Place of the Angels and Their Ranks glorify Allah 



Then Allah says, declaring the angels to be above the position attributed to them by those who 
disbelieved in them and told lies about them -- that they are the daughters of Allah -- 



(And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place;) meaning, each one has his own 
place in the heavens and in the places of worship, which he does not overstep. Ad-Dahhak said 
in his Tafsir: 



"(And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place;) Masruq used to narrate that 
~ A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, 'The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(There is no place in the lower heaven without an angel standing or prostrating in it.) This is 
what Allah says: 



(And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place (or position))." It was reported that 
Ibn Mas' ud said, "In the heavens there is one heaven in which there is no space a hand span 
wide but there isthe forehead or the foot of an angel on it. " Then he recited: 



(And there is not one of us (angels) but has his known place;) Sa' id bin Jubayr similarly said: 



(And we (angels), we stand in rows.) means, we stand in rows to worship, as we have already 
seen in the Ayah 



(By those ranged in ranks (or rows)) Abu Nadrah said, "When the Iqamah had been given, 
* Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, would turn to face the people and say: 'Make your 
rows straight, for Allah wants you to follow the ways of the angels.' Then he would say, 



(And verily, we stand in rows;) ' Move back, so-and-so, move forward, so-and-so.' Then he 
would go forward and say ' Allahu Akbar'" This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. In 
Sahih Muslim it is narrated that Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(We have been favored above mankind in three things: our rows have been made like the rows 
of the angels; the whole earth has been made a place of prayer for us; and its soil is a means of 
purification for us.)" 



(And verily, we indeed are those who glorify.) means, 'we stand in rows and glorify the Lord, 
praising Him, sanctifying Him and declaring Him to be above any faults or shortcomings. We are 
servants of Him and in need of Him, humbling ourselves before Him.' 



The Quraysh wished that They could have a Reminder as had the 

Men of old 



(And indeed they used to say: "If we had a reminder as had the men of old, we would have 
indeed been the chosen servants of Allah!") means, 'they used to wish -- before you, 
Muhammad, came to them -- that they would have someone to remind them about Allah and 
what happened in earlier times, and to bring them the Book of Allah.' This is like the Ayat: 



(And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a warner came to them, they would be 
more guided than any of the nations (before them); yet when a warner came to them, it 
increased in them naught but flight (from the truth).) (35:42), and 



(Lest you should say: "The Book was sent down only to two sects before us, and for our part, we 
were in fact unaware of what they studied." Or lest you should say: "If only the Book had been 
sent down to us, we would surely have been better guided than they." So now has come unto 
you a clear proof from your Lord, and a form of guidance and a mercy. Who then does more 
wrong than one who rejects the Ayat of Allah and turns away therefrom We shall requite those 
who turn away from Our Ayat with an evil torment, because of their turning away.) (6:156-157) 
Allah says here: 



(But they disbelieve therein, so they will come to know!) This is a definite and stern threat 
because of their disbelief in their Lord and their rejection of His Messenger . 



(171. And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers,) (172. That 
they verily would be made triumphant, ) (173. And that Our hosts! they verily would be the 
victors.) (174. 3d, turn away from them for a while,) (175. And watch them and they shall see!) 
(176. Do they seek to hasten on Our torment) (177. Then, when it descends in their courtyard, 
evil will be the morning for those who had warned!) (178. 3d, turn away from them for a 
while,) (179. And watch and they shall see!) 

The Promise of Victory and the Command to turn away from 

Idolators 

Allah says, 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers,) meaning, it has 
already been stated in the first decree that the Messengers and their followers will ultimately 
prevail in this world and the Hereafter. This is like the Ayah: 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah 
is All-Powerful, Almighty.) (58:21), and 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.) (40:51). 



(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily 
would be made triumphant,) meaning, ' in this world and in the Hereafter, as We have already 
stated that they would prevail over their people who disbelieved in them and went against 
them, and how Allah destroyed the disbelievers and saved His believing servants. ' 



(And that Our hosts they verily would be the victors.) means, that they would ultimately 
prevail. 



(So turn away from them for a while,) means, 'bear their annoyance with patience and wait 
until an appointed time, when We shall cause you to prevail and will grant you victory.' 



(And watch them and they shall see!) means, 'watch them and see what will happen to them 
by way of punishment for their opposition towards you and their disbelief in you.' Allah said, as 
a threat and a warning, 



(and they shall see!). Then Allah says: 



(Do they seek to hasten on Our torment) meaning, Mhey seek to hasten on the punishment 
because they disbelieve in you, and Allah is angry with them because of that and will make 
them suffer the consequences, and because of their disbelief and stubbornness, He will hasten 
on the punishment.' 



(Then, when it descends in their courtyard, evil will be the morning for those who had been 
warned!) means, when the punishment comes down to the place where they are, terrible will 
be the day of their punishment and destruction. As-Suddi said: 



(Then, when it descends in their courtyard,) means, in their homes; 



(evil will be the morning for those who had been warned!) means, how terrible that morning 
will be for them. It was reported in the Two Sahihs that Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "On the morning of Khaybar, when the people came out with their tools (to go about their 
daily work) and saw the (Muslim) army, they went back and said, " Muhammad by Allah! 
Muhammad and the army!' The Prophet said: 



» 
« 



(Allahu Akbar! Khaybar has been destroyed. Then, when it descends in the courtyard of any 
people, evil will be the morning for those who had been warned!)" 



(So turn away from them for a while, and watch and they shall see!) This is a reiteration of the 
command stated above. And Allah knows best. 



(180. Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-' Izzah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 
Him!) (181. And Salam (peace!) be on the Messengers!) (182. And all the praises and thanks be 
to Allah, Lord of all that exists.) 

Allah glorified Himself and states that He is far above what the lying 
wrongdoers say about Him; glorified and sanctified and exalted be 

He far above what they say. 

Allah says: 



(Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of AI-* Izzah!) meaning, the Owner of might and power Whom 
none can resist. 



((He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!) means, from what these lying fabricators say. 



(And Salam be on the Messengers!) means, may the peace of Allah be upon them in this world 
and in the Hereafter, because what they say about their Lord is sound, correct and true. 



(And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of all that exists.) means, praise be to Him at 
the beginning and end of all things. Because Tasbih (glorification) implies a declaration of 
being free from all shortcomings, the two ideas appear together here and in many places in the 
Qur'an. Allah says: 



(Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Al-' Izzah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto Him! 
And Salam (peace!) be on the Messengers! And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, Lord of 
all that exists.) Sa' id bin Abi ' Arubah narrated that Qatadah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When you send Salam on me, send Salam on all the Messengers, for I am one of the 
Messengers.)" This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim. Abu Muhammad Al-Baghawi 
recorded in hisTafsir that x Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "Whoever wants a greater 
measure of reward on the Day of Resurrection, let him say at the end of any gathering, 



(Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of honor, glory and power! (He is free) from what they 
attribute unto Him! And Salam (peace!) be on the Messengers! And all the praises and thanks 



be to Allah, Lord of all that exists)." Other Hadiths concerning the expiation for any wrongs 
that may have occurred during a gathering prescribe saying the words: "Glory be to You, 
Allah, and praise. There is no God except You; I seek your forgiveness and I repent to you. " I 
have written a chapter dealing exclusively with this topic. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat 
As-Saffat. And Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, knows best. 



The Tafsir of Surah Sad 

(Chapter - 38) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Sad. By the Qur'an full of reminding.) (2. Those who disbelieve are in false pride and 
opposition.) (3. How many a generation have We destroyed before them! And they cried out 
when there was no longer time for escape.) We have already discussed the separate letters in 
the the beginning of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat it here. 



(By the Qur'an full of reminding.) means, by the Qur'an which includes all that is in it as a 
reminder and a benefit to people in this life and the Hereafter. Ad-Dahhak said that the Ayah, 



(full of reminding.) is like the Ayah, 



(Indeed, We have sent down for you (0 mankind) a Book in which there is Dhikrukum) (21:10). 
i.e., your reminder. This was also the view of Qatadah and of Ibn Jarir. Ibn * Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Isma'il bin Abi Khalid, Ibn 'Uyaynah, Abu Husayn, Abu 
Salih and As-Suddi said: 



(full of reminding.) "Full of honor," i.e., of high standing. There is no contradiction between 
the two views, because it is a noble Book which includes reminders and leaves no excuse and 
brings warnings. The reason for thisoath isto be found in the Ayah: 



(Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My torment was justified.) (38:14). 
Qatadah said, "The reason for it isto be found in the Ayah: 



(Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and opposition)." This was the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir. 



(Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and opposition.) means, in this Qur'an there is a 
reminder for those who will be reminded and a lesson for those who will learn a lesson, but the 
disbelievers will not benefit from it because they 



(are in false pride) meaning, arrogance and tribalism, 



(and opposition.) means, they are stubbornly opposed to it and go against it. Then Allah scares 
them with news of how the nations who came before them were destroyed because of their 
opposition to the Messengers and their disbelief in the Scriptures that were revealed from 
heaven. Allah says: 



(How many a generation have We destroyed before them!) meaning, disbelieving nations. 



(And they cried out) means, when the punishment came to them, they called for help and cried 
out to Allah, but that did not save them at all. This is like the Ayat: 



(Then, when they perceived (saw) Our torment, behold, they (tried to) flee from it. Flee not, 
but return to that wherein you lived a luxurious life, and to your homes, in order that you may 
be questioned.) (21:12-13). Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that At-Tamimi said, "I asked Ibn 
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, about the Ayah: 



(And they cried out when there was no longer time for escape.) He said that it was not the 
time for them to call or flee or escape. Muhammad bin Ka' b said, concerning the Ayah: 



(And they cried out when there was no longer time for escape.) "They called for Tawhid when 
their lives were over, and they resorted to repentance when their lives were over." Qatadah 
said, "When they saw the punishment, they wanted to repent when there was no longer time to 
call out." Mujahid said: 



(And they cried out when there was no longer time for escape.) "It was not the time to flee or 
escape." Allah says: 



(when there was no longer time for escape.) meaning, there was no time to escape or run 
away; and Allah knows best. 



(4. And they wonder that a warner has come to them from among themselves. And the 
disbelievers say: "This is a sorcerer, a liar.") (5. "Has he made the gods into One God. Verily, 
this is a curious thing!") (6. And the leaders among them went about (saying): "Go on, and 
remain constant to your gods! Verily, this is a thing designed!") (7. "We have not heard (the 
like) of this in the religion of these later days. This is nothing but an invention!") (8. "Has the 
Reminder been sent down to him (alone) from among us" Nay, but they are in doubt about My 
Reminder! Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!) (9. Or have they the treasures of the 
mercy of your Lord, the Almighty, the Real Bestower) (10. Or is it that the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth and all that is between them is theirs If so, let them ascend up with 
means!) (11. They will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old times.) 

The Idolatorswere amazed at the Message, Tawhid and the Qur'an 

Allah tells us that the idolators wondered at the sending of the Messenger of Allah as a bringer 
of glad tidings and a warner. This is like the Ayah: 



(Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation to a man from among themselves 
(saying): "Warn mankind, and give good news to those who believe that they shall have with 
their Lord the rewards of their good deeds" (But) the disbelievers say: "This is indeed an 
evident sorcerer!") (10:2). And Allah says here: 



(And they wonder that a warner has come to them from among themselves.) meaning, a human 
being like themselves. 



(And the disbelievers said: "This is a sorcerer, a liar. Has he made the gods into One God") 
meaning, does he claim that the One Who is to worshipped is One and there is no god besides 
Him The idolators -- may Allah curse them -- denounced that and were amazed at the idea of 
giving up Shirk, because they had learned from their forefathers to worship idols and their 
hearts were filled with love for that. When the Messenger called them to rid their hearts of 
that and to worship Allah Alone, this was too much for them and they were astounded by it. 
They said: 



("Has he made the gods into One God Verily, this is a curious thing!" And the leaders among 
them went about) meaning the chiefs and masters and nobles, 



((saying): "Go on...") meaning, ' persist in your religion,' 



(and remain constant to your gods!), meaning, " do not respond to Muhammad's call to Tawhid. 



(Verily, this is a thing designed!) Ibn Jarir said, "The Tawhid to which Muhammad is calling you 
is something by which he wishes to gain power over you, and exalt his own position, so that he 
will have followers among you, but we will not respond to him." 



The Reason for the Revelation of These Ayat 



Abu Ja' far bin Jarir recorded that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When Abu 
Talib fell sick, some of the people of the Quraysh, including Abu Jahl, entered upon him and 
said, 'Your brother's son is insulting our gods; he does such and such and says such and such. 
Why don't you send for him and tell him not to do that' So he sent for the Prophet and he 
entered the house. There was space enough for one man to sit between them and Abu Talib, 
and Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, was afraid that if the Prophet were to sit beside Abu 
Talib he would be more lenient with him, so he jumped up and sat in that spot, and the 
Messenger of Allah could find nowhere to sit near his uncle, so he sat by the door. Abu Talib 
said to him, ' son of my brother, why are your people complaining about you and claiming 
that you insult their gods and say such and such' They made so many complaints against him. 
Thereupon, he said, 

» 



« 

(0 uncle, all I want from them is one word which, if they say it, the Arabs will become their 
followers and the non-Arabs will pay Jizyah to them.) They were worried about what he said, 
so they said, ' One word Yes, by your father, (we will say) ten words! What is it' Abu Talib said, 
' What word is it, Oson of my brother' He said, 

« » 

(La ilaha illallah.) They stood up in agitation, brushing down their clothes, saying, 



(Has he made the gods into One God. Verily, this is a curious thing!) Then this passage was 
revealed, from this Ayah to the Ayah: 



(Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!)" This is the wording of Abu Kurayb. Something 
similar was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasa'i, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan." 



(We have not heard (the like) of this in the religion of these later days.) means, 'we have not 
heard anything like thisTawhid to which Muhammad calls us in the religion of these later days.' 
AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "'We have not heard 



of this from the religion of these later days (meaning Christianity); if this Qur'an were true, the 
Christians would have told us about it." 



(This is nothing but an invention!) Mujahid and Qatadah said, "A lie." Ibn 'Abbas said, "A 
fabrication." 



(Has the Reminder been sent down to him (alone) from among us) They thought it unlikely that 
he would be singled out from among them to receive the Qur'an. This is like the Ayat: 



(And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns") (43:31). 
Allah said: 



(Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord It is We Who portion out between 
them their livelihood in this world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks) (43:32). 
When they said this, it indicated their ignorance and lack of understanding since they thought 
it was unlikely that the Qur'an would be revealed to the Messenger and not to somebody else. 



(Nay, but they have not tasted (My) torment!) means, they say this because they have not yet 
tasted the punishment and vengeance of Allah. But they will come to know the consequences 
of what they say and what they rejected on the Day when they are herded into the fire of Hell. 
Then Allah points out that He is the One Who is in control of His Creation and Who does 
whatever He wills, Who gives whatever He wants to whomever He wants, and honors whomever 
He wants and humiliates whomever He wants, and guides whomever He wants and misguides 
whomever He wants, and sends the Ruh (Jibril) by His command upon whomsoever He wants 
among His servants, and seals the hearts of whomever He wants, so no one can guide him apart 
from Allah. His servants do not possess any power and have no control over His dominion, not 
even a speck of dust's weight; they do not possess even a thin membrane over a date stone. 
Allah says, denouncing them: 



(Or have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the Almighty, the Real Bestower) 
meaning, the Almighty Whose might cannot be overcome, the Bestower Who gives whatever He 
wills to whomsoever He wills. This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a 
speck on the back of a date stone. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of His 
bounty Then, We had already given the family of Ibrahim the Book and Al-Hikmah, and 
conferred upon them a great kingdom. Of them were (some) who believed in him, and of them 
were (some) who averted their faces from him; and enough is Hell for burning (them).) (4:53- 
55). 



(Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord (wealth), then you would surely 
hold back for fear of (being exhausted), and man is ever miserly!") (17:100). This is after Allah 
tells us the story of how the disbeliever denied the sending of a human Messenger, as He tells 
usthat the people of Salih, peace be upon him, said: 



("Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us Nay, he is an insolent liar! 
Tomorrow they will come to know who isthe liar, the insolent one!) (54:25, 26) 



(Or is it that the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them is theirs 
If so, let them ascend up with means.) means, if they have that, then let them ascend up with 
means. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and 
others said, "The ways to the heaven." Ad-Dahhak, said, "Then let them ascend into the seventh 
heaven." Then Allah says, 



(they will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old times.) meaning, these hosts of 
disbelievers who are in false pride and opposition will be defeated and overwhelmed and 
disgraced, just as the Confederates of the old times were disgraced before them. This Ayah is 
like the Ayah: 



(Or say they: "We are a great multitude, victorious" Their multitude will be put to flight, and 
they will show their backs.) (54:44-45) -- which is what happened on the day of Badr -- 



(Nay, but the Hour is their appointed time, and the Hour will be more grievous and more 
bitter.) (54:46) 



(12. Before them denied -- the people of Nuh; and 'Ad; and Fir' awn the man of stakes,) (13. 
And Thamud, and the people of Lut, and the Dwellers of Al-Aykah; such were the 
Confederates.) (14. Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My torment was 
justified.) (15. And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause or ending 
thereto. ) (16. They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the Day of Reckoning!") (17. Be 
patient of what they say...) 



A Reminder of Those Who were destroyed among the Previous 

Nations 

Allah tells us about those past nations and the punishment and vengeance that struck them for 
their going against the Messengers and disbelieving in the Prophets, peace be upon them. We 
have already seen their stories in detail in numerous places (in the Qur'an). Allah says: 



(such were the Confederates.) meaning, 'they were greater and stronger than you, they had 
more wealth and children, but that did not protect them from the punishment of Allah at all 
when the command of your Lord came to pass.' Allah says: 



(Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My torment was justified.) 'The reason 
for their destruction was their disbelief in the Messengers, so let those who are addressed here 
beware and be afraid.' 



(And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause or ending thereto.) Malik 
narrated from Zayd bin Aslam; "There will none who can avert it," i.e., they will only wait for 
the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while they perceive not. But some of its 
portents have already come, i.e., it has drawn nigh. This Sayhah is the blast on the Trumpet 
when Allah will command Israfil to sound a long note, and there will be no one in the heaven or 
on earth but will be terrified, except those whom Allah spares. 



(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the Day of Reckoning!") Here Allah denounces 
the idolators for calling for the punishment to be hastened upon themselves. Qitt refers to a 
book or record, or it was said that it means one's allotted share or fortune. Ibn 'Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan and others said, "They asked for the 
punishment to be hastened." Qatadah added, this is like when they said: e 



("0 Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones on us from 
the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") (8:32). It was also said that they asked for their 
share of Paradise to be hastened, if it really existed, so that they might have their share in this 
world; they said this because they thought it unlikely to exist and they disbelieved in it. Ibn 
Jarir said, "They asked for whatever they deserved, good or bad, to be hastened for them in 
this world." What he said is good, and A-Dahhak and Isma' il bin Abi Khalid based their views on 
it. And Allah knows best. They said this by way of mockery and disbelief, so Allah commanded 
His Messenger to be patient in the face of their insults, and He gave him the glad tidings that 
his patience would be rewarded with victory and success. 



(17. And remember Our slave Dawud, endued with Al-Ayd. Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
all matters and in repentance.) (18. Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with 
him in the ' Ashi and Ishraq.) (19. And (so did) the birds assembled, all obedient to him.) (20. 
We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah and sound judgement in speech and 
decision.) 



Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Dawud, peace be upon 

him, was endued with power. 

Al-Ayd means strength in knowledge and action. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, "Al-Ayd means strength." Mujahid said, "Al-Ayd means strength in 
obedience to Allah." Qatadah said, "Dawud, peace be upon him, was given strength in worship 
and the proper understanding of Islam." He told us that he, peace be upon him, used to spend a 
third of the night in prayer, and he fasted for half a lifetime. This was reported in the Two 
Sahihs, where it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud, and the most beloved of fasting to 
Allah is the fasting of Dawud. He used to sleep for half of the night, stand in prayer for a third 
of the night, then sleep for a sixth of the night, and he used to fast alternate days. He never 
fled from the battlefield, and he always turned to Allah.) which means that he turned to Allah 
with regard to all of his affairs. 



(Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with him in the 'Ashi and Ishraq. ) 
means, Allah caused the mountains to glorify His praises with him at sunrise and at the end of 
the day. This is like the Ayah: 



(0 you mountains. Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds (also)!) (34:10). The birds also used 
to glorify Allah's praises with him. If a bird flew by him and heard him chanting the Zabur, it 
would not go away; instead it would stay hovering in the air, glorifying Allah along with him. 
And the lofty mountains would respond to him and echo his glorification of Allah. Ibn Jarir 
recorded from 'Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, did not pray Ad-Duha. * Abdullah said: "3d I took him to Umm Hani, may Allah be pleased 
with her, and said to her, 'Tell him what you told me.' She said, 'The Messenger of Allah 
entered my house on the day of the conquest of Makkah. He called for water to be poured into 
a large bowl, then he called for a garment which he used as a screen between me and him, and 
he washed himself. Then he sprinkled water around the house and prayed eight Rak' ahs. This 
was Ad-Duha, and its standing, bowing, prostration and sitting were all equal in brevity.' Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, left, saying, 'I have read the Qur'an from cover to 
cover, and I never knew about Salat Ad-Duha until now!' Then he recited: 



(glorify Our praises with him in the ' Ashi and Ishraq.) I used to say, "What is Salat Al-lshraq, but 
now I know what it is." 



(And (so did) the birds assembled,) meaning, hovering in the air. 



(all obedient to him.) means, they obeyed him and followed him in glorifying Allah. Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Qatadah and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 



(all obedient to him.) means, "Following his commands." 



(We made his kingdom strong) means, 'We gave him complete dominion with all that kings 
need.' Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "He wasthe strongest and most powerful of the 
people of this world." 



(and gave him Al-Hikmah) Mujahid said, "This means understanding, reason and intelligence. 
Qatadah said, "The Book of Allah and following what is in it." As-Suddi said: 



(Al-Hikmah) "Prophet hood." 



(and sound judgement) Shurayh Al-Qadi and Ash-Sha' bi said, "Sound judgement is testimony 
and oaths." Qatadah said, "Two witnesses for the plaintiff or an oath on the part of the 
defendant is meaning of sound judgement." This is the sound judgement which the Prophets 
and Messengers judged and the believers and righteous accepted. This is the basis of this 
Ummah's judicial system until the Day of Resurrection. This was the view of Abu ' Abdur- 
Rahman As-Sulami. Mujahid and As-Suddi said, "It means passing the right judgement and 
understanding the case." Mujahid also said, "It is soundness in speech and in judgement, and 
this includes all of the above." This is what is meant, and this isthe view favored by Ibn Jarir. 



(21. And has the news of the litigants reached you When they climbed over the wall into (his) 
Mihrab (private chamber of worship);) (22. When they entered in upon Dawud, he was terrified 
of them. They said: "Fear not! (We are) two litigants, one of us has wronged the other, 
therefore judge between us with truth, and treat us not with injustice, and guide us to the 
right way.) (23. Verily, this my brother (in religion) has ninety-nine ewes, while I have (only) 
one ewe, and he says: "Hand it over to me, and he overpowered me in speech.") (24. Dawud 
said: "He has wronged you in demanding your ewe in addition to his ewes. And, verily, many 
partners oppress one another, except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and they 
are few." And Dawud guessed that We have tried him and he sought forgiveness of his Lord, and 
he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance.) (25. So, We forgave him that, and 
verily, for him is a near accessto Us, and a good place of return.) 



The Story of the Two Litigants 

In discussing this passage, the scholars of Tafsir mention a story which is mostly based upon 
Isra'iliyat narrations. Nothing has been reported about this from the Infallible Prophet that we 
could accept as true. But Ibn Abi Hatim narrated a Hadith whose chain of narration cannot be 



regarded as Sahih because it is reported by Yazid Ar-Raqashi from Anas, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Although Yazid was one of the righteous, his Hadiths are regarded as weak by the 
Imams. So, it is better to speak briefly of this story and refer knowledge of it to Allah, may He 
be exalted. For the Qur'an istrue and what it contains is also true. 



(he was terrified of them.) This was because he was in his Mihrab (private chamber). That was 
the noblest part of his house, where he commanded that no one should enter upon him that 
day. 3d, he did not realize that these two people had climbed the fence surrounding his Mihrab 
(private chamber) to ask him about their case. 



(and he overpowered me in speech.) means, * he defeated me. 



(And Dawud guessed that We have tried him) ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said 
that this means, "We tested him." 



(and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance.) 



(So, We forgave him that, 



The Sajdah in Surah Sad 

The performance of Sajdah in Surah Sad is not one of the obligatory locations; it is a 
prostration of thanks (Sajdat Shukr). The evidence for it is the report recorded by Imam Ahmad 
from Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, who said; "The prostration in Surah Sad is not 
one of the obligatory prostrations; I saw the Messenger of Allah prostrating in this Surah." This 
was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i in his Tafsir. At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." In his Tafsir of this Ayah, An-Nasa'i also recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Prophet prostrated in Sad, and he said: 



» 
« 



(Dawud prostrated as an act of repentance and we prostrate as an act of thanks.)" This was 
recorded only by An-Nasa'i. The men of its chain of narration are all reliable. In his Taf sir of 
this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-' Awwam said that he asked Mujahid about the 
prostration in Surah Sad. He said, ' I asked Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, ' Why do 
you prostrate' He said, ' Have you not read: 



(and among his Nuh's progeny Dawud, Sulayman) (6:84) 



(They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their guidance) (6:90). Dawud, peace be 
upon him, was one of those whom your Prophet was commanded to follow. Dawud prostrated 
here so the Messenger of Allah also prostrated here.'" Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Sa' id Al- 
Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah recited Sad while he was 
on the Minbar. When he reached the prostration, he came down from the Minbar and 
prostrated, and the people prostrated with him. On another occasion when he recited it, he 
reached the prostration and the people prepared to prostrate. He said: 

« » 

(This is repentance for a Prophet, but I see that you are preparing to prostrate.) Then he came 
down (from the Minbar) and prostrated." This was recorded only by Abu Dawud and its chain of 
narration meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs. 



(and verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good place of (final) return.) means, on the 
Day of Resurrection, he will have good deeds by virtue of which he will be brought close to 
Allah, and he will have a good place of (final) return, which means the lofty levels of Paradise, 
because of his repentance and his perfect justice in his kingdom. As it says in the Sahih: 

» 



« 



(Those who are fair and just with their families and those who are under their authority will be 
on Minbarsof light on the right hand of Ar-Rahman, and both His Hands are right Hands.)" 



(26. Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between 
men in truth (and justice) and follow not your desire -- for it will mislead you from the path of 
Allah. Verily, those who wander astray from the path of Allah (shall) have a severe torment, 
because they forgot the Day of Reckoning.) 



Advice to Rulers and Leaders 

This is advice from Allah, may He be exalted, to those who are in positions of authority. They 
should rule according to the truth and justice revealed from Him, they should not turn away 
from it and be led astray from the path of Allah. Allah has issued a stern warning of a severe 
punishment to those who go astray from His path and forget the Day of Resurrection. Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded that Ibrahim Abu Zur' ah, who read the Scripture, reported that Al-Walid bin 
' Abd Al-Malik said to him: "Does anyone have the right to question the Khalifah You have read 
the first Scripture and the Qur'an, and you have understood them." He replied, "May I speak, O 
Commander of the faithful" He said, "Speak, for you are under the protection of Allah." I said, 
"0 Commander of the faithful, are you more dear to Allah, or Dawud, peace be upon him For 
Allah gave him both prophet hood and rulership, then He warned him in His Book: 



(0 Dawud ! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between men 
in truth (and justice) and follow not your desire -- for it will mislead you from the path of 
Allah)." " Ikrimah said: 



((Those shall) have a severe torment, because they forgot the Day of Reckoning.) "They will 
have a severe punishment on the Day of Reckoning because of what they forgot. " As-Suddi 
said, "They will have a severe punishment because of what they neglected to do for the sake of 
the Day of Reckoning." This interpretation is more in accordance with the apparent meaning of 
the Ayah. And Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, isthe Guide to the Truth. 



(27. And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without 
purpose! That is the consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve 
from the Fire!) (28. Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds as those who 
cause mischief on the earth Or shall We treat those who have Taqwa as the evildoers) (29. 
(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they may ponder over 
its Verses, and that men of understanding may remember.) 



The Wisdom behind the Creation of This World 

Allah tells us that He did not create the creatures in vain; He created them to worship Him 
Alone, then He will gather them on the Day of Gathering and will reward the obedient and 
punish the disbelievers. Allah says: 



(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose! 
That is the consideration of those who disbelieve!) meaning, those who do not think that the 
resurrection and the place of return will occur, but they think that there is nothing after this 
world. 



(Then woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire!) means, woe to them on the Day when they 
will be resurrected, from the Fire that is prepared for them. Then Allah explains that because 
of His justice and wisdom, He does not treat the believers and the disbelievers equally. Allah 
says: 



(Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds as those who do mischief on the 
earth Or shall We treat Those who have Taqwa as the evildoers) meaning, 'We shall not do 
that.' They are not equal before Allah, and since this is the case, there must inevitably be 
another realm in which those who obey Allah will be rewarded and the wicked will be 
punished. This teaching indicates to those of a sound mind and upright nature that there must 
inevitably be a resurrection and recompense. We see evildoers and criminals are prospering 
and increasing in wealth, children and luxury, until they die in that state. We see oppressed 
believers dying of grief and distress, so by the wisdom of the All-Wise, All-Knowing, All-Just 
who does not do even a speck of dust's weight of injustice, there should be a time when the 
rights of the oppressed are restored with due justice. If this does not happen in this world, 
there must be another realm where recompense may be made and consolation may be found. 
The Qur'an teaches sound aims based on a rational way of thinking, so Allah says: 



((This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they may ponder over 
its Ayat, and that men of understanding may remember.) meaning, those who are possessed of 
wisdom and reason. 



(30. And to Dawud We gave Sulayman. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever turning in 
repentance (to Us)!) (31. When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well trained 
horses of the highest breed.) (32. He said: "I did love the good instead of remembering my 
Lord," till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden in the veil (of night).) (33. Then he said: 
"Bring them back to me." Then he began to pass his hand over their legs and their necks.) 



Su I ay man the Son of Dawud 

Allah tells us that he gave Sulayman to Dawud as a Prophet, as He says elsewhere: 



(And Sulayman inherited Dawud) (27:1). meaning, he inherited prophethood from him. Dawud 
had other sons besides Sulayman, for he had one hundred free wives. 



(How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!) This is 
praise for Sulayman, because he was very much obedient, worshipping Allah much and always 
turning to Allah in repentance. 



(When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well trained horses of the highest 
breed.) means, these well trained horses were shown to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in his 
capacity as king and ruler. Mujahid said, "They were the kind of horses which stand on three 
legs and raise the fourth, and they were swift horses." This was also the view of several others 
among the Salaf. Abu Dawud recorded that ' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah came back from the campaign of Tabuk or Khaybar, and there was a curtain 
covering her room. The wind came and lifted the curtain, revealing some toys belonging to 
" A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her. The Prophet said: 

« » 

(What is this, 'A'ishah) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "My toys." Among them he 
saw a horse with two wings made of cloth. He said: 

« » 

(What is this that I see in the midst of them) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "A 
horse." The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(And what is this on it) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Wings." The Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 



(A horse with two wings) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Did you not hear that 
Sulayman, peace be upon him, had a horse that had wings" She, may Allah be pleased with her, 
said, "The Messenger of Allah smiled so broadly that I could see his molars." 



(He said: "I did love the good (i.e., horses) instead of remembering my Lord" till the time was 
over, and (the sun) had hidden in the veil (of night)) More than one of the Salaf and scholars of 
Tafsir mentioned that he was so busy looking at the horses that he missed the time of 'Asr 
prayer. He did not miss it deliberately, but because of forgetfulness, as happened to the 
Prophet on the day of Khandaq, when he was too busy to pray ' Asr and he prayed it after the 
sun had set. This was recorded in the Two Sahihs with more than one chain of narration, 
including the report from Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "On the day of 
Khandaq, ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, came after the sun had set and started 
cursing the disbelievers of the Quraysh. He said, ' Messenger of Allah, I could not pray ' Asr 
until the sun had almost set.' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(By Allah, I did not pray it either.)" He (Jabir) said, "So we got up and went to Buthan. Allah's 
Prophet performed ablution for the prayer and we too performed ablution. He prayed 'Asr 
after the sun had set, then he prayed Maghrib after that." 



(Then he said: "Bring them (horses) back to me." Then he began to pass his hand over their legs 
and their necks.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "He said, 'No, by Allah, you will not keep me from 
worshipping my Lord again,' then he ordered that they should be slaughtered." This was also 
the view of Qatadah. As-Suddi said, "Their necks and hamstrings were struck with swords." Al i 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "He began 
patting the horses' heads and legs out of love for them." This is the view that was favored by 
Ibn Jarir. He said, "Because he would not punish an animal by cutting its hamstrings or destroy 
his own wealth for no other reason than that he had been distracted from his prayer by looking 
at it, and it was not the animals' fault. " This view which Ibn Jarir thought more correct is 
subject to further review, because such action may have been permissible according to their 
law, especially since he got angry for the sake of Allah for being distracted by these horses 
until the time for prayer had lapsed. Then, since he dispensed with them for the sake of Allah, 
Allah compensated him with something better, the wind which blew gently by his order 
wherever he willed. Its morning lasted a month's (journey), and its afternoon lasted a month's 
(journey). This was faster and better than horses. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Qatadah and 
Abu Ad-Dahma', who traveled a lot to the Ka' bah, said, "We met a man from among the 
bedouins who said to us: 'The Messenger of Allah took my hand and started teaching me some 
of that which Allah had taught him. He said, 



» 
« 

(You do not give up anything for the sake of Allah, but Allah will give you something better 
than it.)"' 



(34. And indeed, We tried Sulayman and We placed on his throne Jasad (a body), and he 
returned.) (35. He said: "My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not 
belong to any other after me. Verily, You are the Bestower.") (36. So, We subjected to him the 
wind; it blew gently by his order wherever he willed,) (37. And the Shayatin, from every kind of 
builder and diver,) (38. And also others bound in fetters.) (39. Allah said to Sulayman : "This is 
Our gift, so spend you or withhold, no account will be asked of you.") (40. And verily, for him is 
a near access to Us, and a good (final) return.) 



How Allah tested Sulayman then made Things easy for Him 

Allah says, 



(And indeed, We tried Sulayman) meaning, * We tested him.' 



(and We placed on histhrone Jasad (a body)). 



(and he returned.) means, after this test, he turned back to Him and asked for forgiveness and 
to be given a kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after him. 



(He said: "My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong to any 
other after me. Verily, You are the Bestower.") Some of them said, "No one after me will have 
the right to ask Allah for such a kingdom." This is the apparent meaning from the context of the 
Ayah, and several Hadithswith a similar meaning have been narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah . In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(An * Ifrit from among the Jinn came and bothered me last night- or he said something similar - 
Trying to stop me from praying. Allah enabled me to overpower him, and I wanted to tie him to 
one of the pillars in the Masjid so that you could see him this morning. Then I remembered 
what my brother Sulayman said, (My Lord! Forgive me and bestow upon me a kingdom such as 



shall not belong to any other after me)) Rawh said, "so he let him go, humiliated." ) This was 
also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Ad-Darda', may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah stood up to pray and we heard him 
say, r 

« » 

(I seek refuge with Allah from you.) Then he said, 

« » 

(I curse you with the curse of Allah.) three times, and he stretched out his hand as if he was 
reaching out to take something. When he finished his prayer, we said, ' Messenger of Allah, 
we heard you say something in your prayer which we have never heard you say before, and we 
saw you stretching out your hand.' He said: 

» 



« 

(The enemy of Allah Ibliscame with a flame of fire to throw in my face, so I said, "I seek refuge 
with Allah from you" three times, then I said, "I curse you with the complete curse of Allah," 
but he did not back off. I said it three times. Then I wanted to seize him. By Allah, if it were 
not for the words of our brother Sulayman, he would have been chained up and he would have 
become a plaything for the children of the people of Al-Madinah.)" Allah says: 



(So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order wherever he willed.) Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, "When Sulayman, peace be upon him, slaughtered 
the horses out of anger for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with something better and 
swifter, the wind whose morning was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's 
(journey)." 



(wherever he willed.) means, wherever in the world he wanted. 



(And also the Shayatin, from every kind of builder and diver,) means, among them were some 
whom he used to build high rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs, and cauldrons fixed (in 
their places), and other difficult tasks which humans were unable to do. And there was another 
group, who dived into the sea recovering pearls, jewels and other precious things which cannot 
be found anywhere else. 



(And also others bound in fetters.) means, tied up in chains. These were the ones who had 
rebelled and refused to work, or else their work was bad and they were wrongdoers. 



( Allah said to Sulayman : "This is Our Gift, so spend you or withhold, no account will be asked 
of you.") means, 'this that We have given to you of kingship and perfect power, as you asked 
for, you may give to whomsoever you wish and deny to whomsoever you wish, and you will not 
be brought to account. Whatever you do is permissible for you, so however you judge, it will be 
right.' It was reported in the Two Sahihsthat when the Messenger of Allah was given the choice 
between being a servant and a Messenger -- who does what he is commanded to do and 
distributes things among the people as Allah commands him to do -- or being a Prophet and a 
king, who can give to whomever he wishes and withhold from whomever he wishes without 
being held accountable for anything, he chose the former. He consulted with Jibril, peace be 
upon him, who said, "Be humble." So he chose the former because it has a greater value before 
Allah and brings a higher status in the Hereafter, even though the second option, prophet hood 
combined with kingship, is also a great thing both in this world and in the Hereafter, when 
Allah tells us what He gave to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in this world, He tells us that he 
will have a great share with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. He says: 



(And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good (final) return.) meaning, in this world 
and the Hereafter. 



(41. And remember Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord (saying): "Verily, Shaytan has 
afflicted me with distress and torment!") (42. (Allah said to him): "Strike the ground with your 
foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a drink.") (43. And We gave him (back) his 
family, and along with them the like thereof, as a mercy from Us, and a reminder for those 
who understand.) (44. "And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith (your 
wife), and break not your oath." Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a servant! Verily, 
he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!) 



Ayyub 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Ayyub (Job) and how He tested him. These 
tests afflicted his body, his wealth and his children, until there was no part of his body that 
was healthy except his heart. Then he had nothing left in this world which he could use to help 
him deal with his sickness or the predicament he was in, besides his wife, who retained her 
devotion to him because of her faith in Allah and His Messenger. She used to work for people as 
a paid servant, and she fed and served him (Ayyub) for nearly eighteen years. Before that, he 
was very rich and had many children, being well off in worldly terms. All of that had been 
taken away until he ended up being thrown into the city dump where he stayed all this time, 
shunned by relatives and strangers alike, with the exception of his wife -- may Allah be pleased 
with her. She did not leave him, morning and evening, except for when she was serving people, 
then she would come straight back to him. When this had gone on for a long time, and things 
had gotten very bad, and the time allotted by divine decree had come to an end, Ayyub prayed 
to the Lord of the worlds, the God of the Messengers, and said: 



(Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those who show mercy.) 
(21:83). And according to this Ayah: 



(And remember Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord (saying): "Verily, Shaytan has 
afflicted me with distress and torment!") It was said that "distress" referred to bodily afflictions 
and "torment" referred to the loss of his wealth and children. Then the Most Merciful of those 



who show mercy responded to him, telling him to stand up and strike the ground with his foot. 
He did this, and Allah caused a spring of water to flow. He commanded him to wash in it, and 
all the pain and affliction in his body disappeared. Then He commanded him to strike the 
ground in a different place, and Allah caused another spring to flow, and Ayyub was 
commanded to drink from it. Then all his internal problems disappeared, and he became 
healthy again, inside and out. Allah says: 



(Strike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing) 
drink.) Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



( ) 



« 

(Allah's Prophet Ayyub, peace be upon him, suffered for eighteen years from his affliction and 
was shunned by relatives and strangers alike, besides two men who were the closest of his 
brothers to him. They used to visit him every morning and every evening. One of them said to 
his companion, "You know, by Allah, that Ayyub committed a great sin which nobody in the 
world ever committed." His companion said, "Why are you saying that" He said, "For eighteen 
years he has been suffering and Allah has not had mercy on him and relieve his suffering." 
When he went to him the next morning, the (second) man could not wait to tell this to Ayyub. 
Ayyub, peace be upon him, said, "I do not know what you are talking about, but Allah knows if I 



passed by two men who were arguing and they mentioned the Name of Allah, I would go back 
home and offer expiation lest they had mentioned the Name of Allah in an improper manner. " 
Whenever he went out to answer the call of nature, when he finished, his wife would take his 
hand until he came back home. One day he took a long time, and Allah had revealed to Ayyub, 
(Strike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing) 
drink.) She thought that he had taken too long, so she turned to look at him, and saw that Allah 
had taken away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he looked better than he had ever 
looked. When she saw him, she said, "May Allah bless you! Have you seen Allah's Prophet, the 
one who is sorely tested By Allah, I have never seen a man who looks more like him than you, if 
he were healthy." He said, "I am he." He had two threshing floors, one for wheat and one for 
barley. Allah sent two clouds, and when one of them reached the threshing floor of the wheat, 
it rained gold until it was full. The other rained gold on the threshing floor of the barley until it 
was full.) This is the wording of Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(While Ayyub was bathing naked, locusts of gold fell upon him. Ayyub, peace be upon him, 
began gathering them in his garment. Then his Lord called to him, "0 Ayyub, have I not made 
you so rich that you have no need of what you see" He, peace be upon him, said, "Yes, O Lord! 
But I cannot do without Your blessing!") This was only recorded by Al-Bukhari. 



(And We gave him (back) his family, and along with them the like thereof, as a mercy from Us, 
and a reminder for those who understand.) Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "Allah brought his 
family themselves back to life, and added others like them." 



(as a mercy from Us,) means, in return for his patience, steadfastness, repentance, humility 
and constant turning to Allah. 



(and a reminder for those who understand.) means, for those who understand that the 
consequence of patience is a solution and a way out. 



(And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith (your wife), and break not 
your oath.) Ayyub, peace be upon him, got angry with his wife and was upset about something 
she had done, so he swore an oath that if Allah healed him, he would strike her with one 
hundred blows. When Allah healed him, how could her service, mercy, compassion and 
kindness be repaid with a beating So Allah showed him a way out, which was to take a bundle 
of thin grass, with one hundred stems, and hit her with it once. Thus he fulfilled his oath and 
avoided breaking his vow. This was the solution and way out for one who had Taqwa of Allah 
and turned to Him in repentance. Allah says: 



(Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in 
repentance (to Us)!) Allah praised and commanded him, saying, 



(How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!) Allah says: 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts 
his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed 
Allah has set a measure for all things.) (65:2-3) 



(45. And remember Our servants, Ibrahim, Ishaq, and Ya' qub, Ulil-Aydi wal-Absar.) (46. Verily, 
We did choose them by granting them the remembrance of the Abode.) i (47. And they are with 
Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!) (48. And remember Isma' il, Al-Yasa' , and Dhul-Kifl, all 
are among the best.) (49. This is a Reminder...) 



The Chosen and the Best among the Prophets 

Allah tells us about the virtues of His servants the Messengers and His Prophets: 



(And remember Our servants, Ibrahim, Ishaq, and Ya'qub, Ulil-Aydi wal-Absar.) meaning, 
righteous deeds, beneficial knowledge, strength in worship and insight. Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 



(Ulil-Aydi) "Of great strength and worship; 



(wal-Absar) means, understanding of the religion." Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "They were given 
strength in worship and understanding of the religion." 



(Verily, We did choose them by granting them the remembrance of the Abode.) Mujahid said, 
"This means: We made them strive for the Hereafter, and there is nothing else for them besides 



that." As-Suddi also said, "The remembrance of the Hereafter and striving for it." Malik bin 
Dinar said, "Allah removed the love of this world from their hearts, and singled them out for 
land remembrance of the Hereafter." Qatadah said, "They used to remind the people about the 
Abode of the Hereafter and to strive for it." 



(And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!) means, they are among those who 
have been elected and chosen, and they are the best and the chosen ones. 



(And remember Isma' il, Al-Yasa\ and Dhul-Kifl, all are among the best.) We have already 
discussed their characteristics and stories in detail in Surat Al-Anbiya', may peace be upon 
them, and there is no need to repeat it here. 



(This is a Reminder) means, a reminder to those who will be reminded. As-Suddi said, "This 
meansthe Holy Qur'an." 



(49. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is a good final return. ) (50. " Adn Paradise, whose 
doors will be opened for them.) (51. Therein they will recline; therein they will call for fruits in 
abundance and drinks;) (52. And beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf, (and) of equal ages.) (53. 
This it is what you are promised for the Day of Reckoning!) (54. (It will be said to them)! Verily, 
this is Our provision which will never finish.) 



The Final Return of the Blessed 



Allah tells us that His blessed, believing servants will have a good final return in the Hereafter, 
which means their ultimate destination. Then He explains it further, as He says: 



(* Adn Gardens) meaning, eternal gardens (of Paradise), 



(whose doors will be opened for them.) means, when they come to them (these gardens), their 
gates will open for them. 



(Therein they will recline;) It was said that this means that they will sit cross-legged on chairs 
beneath canopies. 



(therein they will call for fruits in abundance) means, whatever they ask for, they will find it, 
and it will be prepared j ust as t hey want ed it . 



(and drinks;) means, whatever kind of drink they want, the servants will bring it to them, 



(With cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.) (56: 18). 



(And beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf (chaste females)) means, they restrain their glances 
from anyone except their husbands, and do not turn to anyone else. 



((and) of equal ages.) means, they will all be of the same age. This is the understanding of Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Ka' b and 
As- Sudd i. 



(This it is what you are promised for the Day of Reckoning!) means, Mhis that We have 
mentioned of the features of Paradise is what He has prepared for His pious servants who will 
reach it after they have been resurrected from their graves and been saved from the Fire.' 
Then Allah tells us that Paradise will never come to an end or disappear or cease to be. He 
says: 



(Verily, this is Our provision which will never finish.) This is like the Ayat: 



(Whatever iswith you, will be exhausted, and whatever iswith Allah will remain) (16:96). 



(a gift without an end.) (11:108) 



(for them is a reward that will never come to an end.) (84:25). 



(its provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end of those who have Taqwa, and the 
end (final destination) of the disbelievers is Fire.)(13:35). And there are many similar Ayat. 



(55. This is so! And for the Taghin will be an evil final return.) (56. Hell! Where they will enter 
it, and worst (indeed) isthat place to rest!) (57. This is so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and 
Ghassaq.) (58. And other of similar kind - all together!) (59. This is a troop entering with you 
(in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!) (60. (The followers will say 
to those who misled): "Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us, 
so evil is this place to stay in!") (61. They will say: "Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, 
add to him a double torment in the Fire!") (62. And they will say: "What is the matter with us 
that we see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones") (63. "Did we take them as 
an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them") (64. Verily, that is the very 
truth -- the mutual dispute of the people of the Fire!) 



The Final Return of the Doomed 

Having mentioned the final of the blessed, Allah follows that with mention of the final return 
of the doomed when they are resurrected and brought to account. Allah says: 



(This is so! And for the Taghin), which refers to those who disobey Allah, may He be glorified, 
and oppose the Messengers of Allah, peace be upon them, 



(will be an evil final return.) means, the worst final return. Then Allah explains it by saying, 



(Hell! Where they will enter) means, they will enter it and it will overwhelm them on all sides. 



(and worst (indeed) is that place to rest! This is so! Then let them taste it -- Hamim and 
Ghassaq.) Hamim is something that has been heated to the ultimate degree, and Ghassaq isthe 
opposite, something that is so intensely cold that it is unbearable. Allah says: 



(And other of similar kind (oppasite pairs) -- all together!) means, and other things of this kind, 
a thing and its opposite, serving as punishments. Al - Hasan Al-Basri said, concerning the Ayah: 



(And other of similar kind -- all together!) "Different kinds of punishments." Qherssaid, such as 
intense cold and intense heat, and drinking Hamim and eating the bitter tree of Az-Zaqqum, 
and being lifted up and thrown down, and other kinds of paired opposites, all of which are 
means of punishment. 



The Disputes of the People of Hell 



(This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter in the 
Fire!) Here Allah tells us what the people of Hell will say to one another. This is like the Ayah: 



(Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went before)) (7:38), which 
means, instead of greeting one another, they will curse one another, accuse one another of 
being liars and reject one another. When a new group arrives, the keepers of Hell will say, 



(This is a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter in the 
Fire!) meaning, because they are of the people of Hell. 



(Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you!) means, those who are coming in will say, 



(Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us,) meaning, ' you called 
usto that which led usto this fate.' 



(so evil is this place to stay in!) means, evil is this abode and this destination. 



(They will say: "Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, add to him a double torment in the 
Fire!"). This is like the Ayah, 



(The last of them will say to the first of them: "Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a 
double torment of the Fire." He will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you know 
not.") (7:38), which meansthat each of them will be punished as he deserves. 



(And they will say: "What is the matter with us that we see not men whom we used to count 
among the bad ones Did we take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to 
perceive them") Here Allah tells us that when they are in Hell, the disbelievers will notice that 
they do not see people who they thought were misguided, while they thought of themselves as 
believers. They will say, 'why do we not see them with us in the Fire' Mujahid said, "This is 
what Abu Jahl will say; he will say, 'what is the matter with me that I do not see Bilal and 
' Ammar and Suhayb and so-and-so...' This is an example; all the disbelievers are like this, they 
think that the believers will go to Hell, so when the disbelievers enter Hell, they will wonder 
why they do not see them there, and they will say, 



(What is the matter with us that we see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones 
Did we take them as an object of mockery,) means, in this world, 



(or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them) means, they will try to console themselves with 
this wishful thinking, so they will say, perhaps they are here in Hell with us, but we have not 
laid eyes on them. Then they will find out that they (the believers) are in the lofty levels of 
Paradise, as All ah says: 



(And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have indeed 
found true what our Lord had promised us; have you also found true what your Lord promised 
(warned)" They shall say: "Yes." Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The curse of Allah is 
on the wrongdoers.") until: 



(Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.) (7:44-49) 



(Verily, that is the very truth -- the mutual dispute of the people of the Fire!) means, 'this that 
We have told you, O Muhammad, about the dispute among the people of Hell and their cursing 
one another, istrue and there is no doubt concerning it.' 



(65. Say: "I am only a warner and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah the One, the 
Irresistible,") (66. "The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, the 
Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving.") (67. Say: "That is a great news,") (68. "From which you turn 
away!") (69. "I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were disputing and 
discussing.") (70. "Only this has been revealed to me, that I am a plain warner.") 



The Message of the Messenger is a Great News 

Allah tells His Messenger to say to those who disbelieved in Allah, associated others in worship 
with Him and denied His Messenger: "lama warner, I am not as you claim.' 



(and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah, the One, the Irresistible,) means, He 
Alone has subjugated and controlled everything. 



(The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them,) means, He is the 
Sovereign of all that and is in control of it. 



(the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.) means, He is Oft -Forgiving as well as being Almighty and All- 
Powerful. 



(Say: "That (this Qur'an) is a great news,") means, 'something very important, which is that 
Allah has sent me to you. 



(From which you turn away!) means, 'you neglect it. 



(I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were disputing and discussing. ) 
meaning, 'were it not for the divine revelation, how could I have known about the dispute of 
the chiefs on high (the angels)' This refers to their dispute concerning Adam, peace be upon 
him, and how Iblis refused to prostrate to him and argued with his Lord because He preferred 
him (Adam) over him. This is what Allah says: 



(71. (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Truly, I am going to create man from 
clay.") (72. "So, when I have fashioned him and breathed into him (his) soul created by Me, 
then you fall down prostrate to him.") (73. So, the angels prostrated themselves, all of them,) 
(74. Except Iblis, he was proud and was one of the disbelievers.) (75. (Allah) said: "0 Iblis! 
What prevents you from prostrating yourself to one whom I have created with Both My Hands. 
Are you too proud or are you one of the high exalted") (76. Iblis said: "I am better than he. 
You created me from fire, and You created him from clay.") (77. (Allah) said: "Then get out 
from here; for verily, you are outcast.") (78. "And verily, My curse is on you till the Day of 
Recompense.") (79. Iblis said: "My Lord! Give me then respite till the Day the (dead) are 
resurrected.") (80. (Allah) said: "Verily, you are of those allowed respite,") (81. "Till the Day of 
the time appointed.") (82. Iblis said: "By Your might, then I will surely mislead them all,") (83. 
"Except Your true servants amongst them.") (84. (Allah) said: "The truth is -- the truth I say - ") 
(85. "That I will fill Hell with you and those of them (mankind) that follow you, together.") 



The Story of Adam and Iblis 

Allah mentions this story in Surat Al-Baqarah, at the beginning of Surat Al-A' raf, in Surat Al- 
Hijr, Al-lsra', Al-Kahf and here. Before creating Adam, peace be upon him, Allah told the angels 
that He was going to create a human being from sounding clay of altered smooth black mud. He 
told them that when He finished creating and forming him, they were to prostrate to him as a 
sign of honor and respect, and out of obedience to the command of Allah, may He be exalted. 
All of the angels obeyed this command except for Iblis, who was not one of them. He was one 
of the Jinn, and his nature betrayed him at his time of greatest need. He refused to prostrate 
to Adam, and he disputed with his Lord about him, claiming that he was better than Adam, 
because he was created from fire while Adam was created from clay, and fire was better than 
clay, or so he said. He made a mistake by doing this, and he went against the command of 
Allah, thus committing the sin of disbelief. So Allah exiled him, humiliated him, and cast him 
out of His mercy and His sacred Presence, and called him "Iblis" symbolizing that he had Ablasa 
min Ar-Rahmah (despaired of mercy) -- that there was no hope for him of mercy. He cast him 
down from the heavens, disgraced and rejected, to the earth. Iblis asked Allah to give him a 
reprieve until the Day of Resurrection, so the Forbearing One, Who does not hasten to punish 
those who disobey Him, gave him a reprieve. When he knew that he was safe from destruction 
until the Day of Resurrection, he rebelled and transgressed. 



( Iblis said: "By Your might, then I will surely mislead them all, except Your true servants 
amongst them.") This is like the Ayat: 



( Iblis said: "See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite until the 
Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and mislead his offspring all but a few!") (17:62). These 
few are the ones who are excepted in another Ayah, which is: 



(Verily, My servants -- you have no authority over them. And All-Suf f icient is your Lord as a 
Guardian.) (17:65) 



((Allah) said: "The truth is -- and the truth I say that I will fill Hell with you and those of them 
(mankind) that follow you, together.") Some of them, including Mujahid, read this as meaning, 
"I am the Truth and the truth I say." According to another report narrated from Mujahid, it 
means, "The truth is from Me and I speak the truth." Others, such asAs-Suddi, interpreted it as 
being an oath sworn by Allah. This Ayah is like the Ayat: 



(but the Word from Me took effect, that I will fill Hell with Jinn and mankind together.) 
(32:13), and 



((Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of 
you (all) - an ample recompense.) (17:63). 



(86. Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the Mutakall if in. ") (87. "It is only a 
Reminder for all the creatures.") (88. "And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a 
while.") Allah says: 'Say, Muhammad, to these idolators: I do not ask you to give me any 
reward from the goods of this world in return for the Message which I convey to you and the 
sincere advice I offer.' 



(nor am I one of the Mutakallif in.) means, 'and I do not add anything to that which Allah has 
told me. Whatever I am commanded to do, I do it, and I do not add anything or take anything 
away. By doing this I am seeking the Face of Allah and the Hereafter.' Sufyan Ath-Thawri, 
narrated from Al-A' mash and Mansur from Abu Ad-Duha that Masruq said, "We went to 
* Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him. He said, ' people! Whoever knows a 
thing should say it, and whoever does not know should say, 'Allah knows best.'" It is part of 
knowledge, when one does not know, to say "Allah knows best." For Allah said to your Prophet : 



(Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the Mutakallif in.") This was reported by 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



(It is only a Reminder for all the creatures.) means, the Qur'an is a reminder for all those who 
are held accountable, men and Jinn. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him. This Ayah is like the Ayat: 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach) (6:19), and 



(but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17). 



(And you shall certainly know the truth of it) means, ' you will see confirmation that what he 
says is true.' 



(after awhile.) means, soon. Qatadah said, "After death. " Ikrimah said, "It means, on the Day 
of Resurrection." There is no contradiction between the two views, because whoever dies 
comes under the rulings of the Day of Resurrection. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Sad. 
All praise and gratitude isdue to Allah, and Allah may He be glorified and exalted, knows best. 

The Tafsir of Surat Az-Zumar 

(Chapter - 39) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
The Virtues of Surat Az-Zumar 

An-Nasa'i recorded that ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The Messenger of Allah 
used to fast until we would say, ' He does not want to break fast,' and he would not fast until 
we would say, ' He does not want to fast.' And he used to recite Bani Isra'il Al-lsra' and Az- 
Zumar every night." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (2. Verily, We have 
sent down the Book to you in truth. 3d, worship Allah by doing religious deeds sincerely for Him 
only.) (3. Surely, the religion is for Allah only. And those who take protectors besides Him 
(say): "We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will judge 
between them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, 
and a disbeliever.) (4. Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He willed 
out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) 



The Order for Tawhid and the Refutation of Shirk 

Allah tells us that the revelation of this Book, which is the magnificent Qur'an, is from Him, and 
istruth in which there is no doubt whatsoever. This is like the Ayat: 



(And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of the creatures, which the trustworthy Ruh 
(Jibril) has brought down upon your heart that you may be (one) of the warners, in the plain 
Arabic language.) (26:192-195) 



(And verily, it is a mighty Book. Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) 
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.) (40: 41,42) And Allah says here: 



(The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty,) meaning, the Almighty, All-Powerful. 



(the All-Wise.) meaning, in all that He says, does, legislates and decrees. 



(Verily, We have sent down the Book to you in truth. So, worship Allah by doing religious deeds 
sincerely for Him only.) means, so worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, and call 
mankind to that, and teach them that it is not right to worship anyone or anything except Him 
Alone, and He has no partner, equal or rival. Allah says: 



(Surely, the religion is for Allah only.) meaning, He will not accept any deed unless it is done 
purely and sincerely for Him Alone, with no partner or associate. Then Allah tells us that the 
idolators say: 



(We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.) meaning what motivates them to 
worship them is the fact that they made their idols in the image of the angels -- or so they 
claim -- and when they worship those images it is like worshipping the angels, so that they will 
intercede with Allah for them to help and give them provision and other worldly needs. As far 
as the resurrection is concerned, they denied it and did not believe in it. Qatadah, As-Suddi 
and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd: 



(only that they may bring us near to Allah. ) means, "So that they may intercede for us and 
bring us closer to Him." During Jahiliyyah, they used to recite the following for their Talbiyah 
when they performed Hajj; "At Your service, You have no partner except the partner You have; 
he and all that he owns belong to You." This pretentious argument which the idolators of all 
times, ancient and modern, used as evidence is what the Messengers, may the blessings and 
peace of Allah be upon them all, came to refute and forbid, and to call people to worship Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate. This is something that the idolators themselves invented; 
Allah did not give them permission for it, nor does He approve of it; indeed, He hates it and 
forbids it. 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid Taghut.") (16:36) 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the 
right to be worshipped but I (Allah), so worship Me.") (21:25) And Allah tells us that the angels 
in the heavens, those who are close to Him and others, are all servants who submit humbly to 
Allah. They do not intercede with Him except by His leave for the one with whom He is 
pleased. They are not like the princes and ministers of their (the idolators') kings who 
intercede with them without their permission for both those whom the kings like and those 
whom they hate. 



(So put not forward similitudesfor Allah) (16:74). Exalted be Allah far above that. 



(Verily, Allah will judge between them) means, on the Day of Resurrection, 



(concerning that wherein they differ.) means, He will judge between His creation on the Day of 
Resurrection and will reward or punish each person according to his deeds. 



(And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all together, then He will say to the 
angels: "Was it you that these people used to worship" They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be 
You! You are our Wali (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn; most of 
them were believers in them.") (34:40-41) 



(Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.) means, He will not show true 
guidance to one who deliberately tells lies about Allah and whose heart rejects the signs and 
proof of Allah. Then Allah states that He does not have any offspring, as the ignorant idolators 
claim the angels to be, and as the stubborn Jews and Christians claim " Uzayr and ' Isa to be. 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, says: 



(Had Allah willed to take a son (or offspring), He could have chosen whom He willed out of 
those whom He created.) meaning, the matter would not have been as they claim. This is a 
conditional sentence which does not imply that this happened or that it is permitted; indeed, it 
is impossible. The aim isonly to point out the ignorance of their claims. It is like the Ayat: 



(Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going 
to do (that).) (21:17) 



(Say: "If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of worshippers.") (43:81) All of these 
Ayat are conditional, and it is permissible to form a conditional sentence referring to 
something that is impossible if it serves the purposes of the speaker. 



(But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) means, exalted and sanctified be 
He above the idea that He could have any offspring, for He is the One, the Only, the Unique, 
the Self-Sufficient Master to Whom everything is enslaved and is in need of. He is the One Who 
is independent of all else, Who has subjugated all things and they submit humbly to Him. 
Blessed and exalted be He far above what the wrongdoers and denierssay. 



(5. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. He makes the night to go in the day 
and makes the day to go in the night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each 
running for an appointed term. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving.) (6. He created 
you (all) from a single person; then made from him his wife. And He has sent down for you of 
An' am eight pairs. He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after creation in 
three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your Lord. His is the kingdom. La ilaha ilia Huwa. How 
then are you turned away) 



Evidence of the Power and Oneness of Allah 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator of what is in the heavens and on earth, and what is 
between them. He is the Sovereign and Controller alternating the night and day. 



(He makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go in the night.) means, He has 
subjugated them and He causes them to alternate without ceasing, each seeking the other 
rapidly, as He says: 



(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly) (7:54). This is the meaning of 
that which was narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah, 
As-Suddi and others. 



(And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running for an appointed term.) means, for 
a period of time that is known to Allah, then it will come to an end on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Verily, He is the Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving.) means, beside His might, greatness and pride, 
He is Oft-Forgiving to those who disobey Him but then turn to Him in repentance. 



(He created you (all) from a single person;) means, He created you, with all your varied races, 
types, languages and colors, from a single soul, who was Adam, peace be upon him. 



(then made from him his wife.) who was Hawwa', peace be upon her. This is like the Ayah: 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him He 
created hiswife, and from them both He created many men and women) (4:1). 



(And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs.) means, He has created for you from 
among the catties, eight pairs. These are the ones that are mentioned in Surat Al-An' am, eight 
kinds -- a pair of sheep, a pair of goats, a pair of camels and a pair of oxen. 



(He creates you in the wombs of your mothers,) means, He forms you in your mothers' wombs. 



(creation after creation). Everyone of you is originally a Nutfah, then he becomes an " Alaqah, 
then he becomes a Mudghah, then he is created and becomes flesh and bones and nerves and 
veins, and the Ruh (soul) is breathed into him, and he becomes another type of creation. 



(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators) (23:14). 



(in three veils of darkness) means, in the darkness of the womb, the darkness of the placenta 
which blankets and protects the child, and the darkness of the belly. This was the view of Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, 
As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. 



(Such is Allah your Lord.) means, the One Who created the heavens and the earth and 
everything in between, and created you and your forefathers, is the Lord. To Him belong 
sovereignty and control over all of that. 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa.) means, no one else should be worshipped except Him alone with no 
partner or associate. 



(How then are you turned away) means, how can you worship anything besides Him What has 
happened to your minds 



(7. If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you; He likes not disbelief for His 
servants. And if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith for you. No bearer of burdens shall 
bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you what you 
used to do. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that which is in breasts.) (8. And when some hurt 
touches man, he cries to his Lord, turning to Him in repentance. But when He bestows a favor 
upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for before, and he sets up rivals to 
Allah, in order to mislead others from His path. Say: "Take pleasure in your disbelief for a 
while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!") 



Allah hates Disbelief and is pleased with Gratitude 

Allah tells us that He is Independent and has no need of anything in creation. This is like the 
Ayah in which Musa, peace be upon him, says: 



("If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich, Owner of all 
praise.") (14:8). In Sahih Muslim, it says: 



» 



« 

("0 My servants, if the first and the last of you, men and Jinn alike, were all to be as evil as the 
most evil man among you, that would not diminish from My sovereignty in the least.") 



(He likes not disbelief for His servants.) means, He does not like it and He does not enjoin it. 



(And if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith for you.) means: He likes this for you and He 
will increase His favor upon you. 



(No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another. ) means, no person can bear anything 
for another; each person will be asked about his own affairs. 



(Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, He is the 
All-Knower of that which is in breasts.) means, nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 



It is an aspect of Man's Disbelief that He remembers Allah at times 
of difficulty then associates others with Him after He has been 

relieved of His Distress 



(And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord, turning to Him in repentance.) means, 
at times of need, he prays to Allah and seeks His help alone, not associating anything with Him. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except 
Him. But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful.) (17:67). 
Allah says: 



(But when He bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for 
before,) means, at the time of ease, he forgets that supplication and prayer. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his side, or sitting or standing. But when 
We have removed his harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a harm 
that touched him!) (10:12). 



(and he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others from His path.) means, at times of 
ease, he associates others in worship with Allah and sets up rivalsto Him. 



(Say: "Take pleasure in your disbelief for a while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the 
Fire!") means, say to those whose way this is, ' enjoy your disbelief for a while!' This is a stern 
threat and solemn warning, as in the Ayat: 



(Say: "Enjoy! But certainly, your destination isthe Fire!") (14:30). 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) (31:24) 



(9. Is one who is obedient to Allah, Ana'aAI-Layl prostrating and standing fearing the Hereafter 
and hoping for the mercy of his Lord Say: "Are those who know equal to those who know not" It 
isonly men of understanding who will remember.) 



The Obedient and the Sinner are not equal 

Allah says, ' is the one who is like this equal to one who associates others in worship with Allah 
and sets up rivals to Him' They are not equal before Allah, as He says: 



(Not all of them are alike; a party of the People of the Scripture stand for the right, they recite 
the Ayat of Allah Ana'a Al-Layl, prostrating themselves (in prayer).) (3:113). And Allah says 
here: 



(Is one who is obedient to Allah, Ana'a Al-Layl prostrating and standing) meaning, one who is 
humble and fears Allah when he prostrates and stands (in prayer). It was reported that Ibn 
Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The obedient one is one who obeys Allah and His 
Messenger ." Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, 
Ana'a Al-Layl means in the depths of the night. 



(fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord.) means, in his worship he feels 
both fear and hope. Both are essential in worship, and fear should be stronger during one's 
lifetime. Allah says: 



(fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord. ) At the time of death, hope is 
uppermost, as Imam " Abd bin Humayd recorded in his Musnad from Anas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah entered upon a man who was dying, and said to 
him, 



« » 

(How do you feel) He said, ' I am both afraid and hopeful.' The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(These do not co-exist in a person's heart at times such as this, but Allah will give him what he 
hopes for and protect him from that which he fears.)" This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An- 
Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah, and Ibn Majah from the Hadith of Yasar bin Hatim from Ja' f ar 
bin Sulayman. At-Tirmidhi said, "Gharib." Imam Ahmad recorded that Tamim Ad-Dari, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Whoever recites one hundred Ayat in one night, it will be recorded as if he prayed all night.) 
This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah. 



(Say: "Are those who know equal to those who know not") means, is this one equal with the one 
who sets up rivals to Allah to mislead (men) from His path 



(It is only men of understanding who will remember. ) means, the only one who will understand 
the difference between them is the one who has understanding. And Allah knows best. 



(10. Say: "0 My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your Lord. Good is for those who do good 
in this world, and Allah's earth is spacious! Only those who are patient shall receive their 
reward in full, without reckoning.") (11. Say: "Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah, making 
religion sincerely for Him.") (12. "And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be the first of 
the Muslims.") 



The Command for Taqwa, Emigration and to worship Him alone 

with all Sincerity 

Allah commands His believing servants to remain steadfast in their obedience and have Taqwa 
of Him. 



(Say: "0 My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your Lord. Good is for those who do good in 
this world...") means, the one who does good deeds in this world, will have a good (reward) in 
this world and in the Hereafter. 



(and Allah's earth is spacious!) Mujahid said, "So emigrate through it and strive hard and keep 
away from idols." 



(Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning.) AI-'Awza* i 
said, "Their reward will not be weighed or measured; they will be given an immense reward." 
As-Suddi said: 



(Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning.) means, "In 
Paradise." 



(Say: "Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah, making religion sincerely for Him...") means, 
" I am commanded to worship Allah alone in all sincerity, with no partner or associate.' 



(And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be the first of the Muslims.) 



(13. Say: "Verily, if I disobey my Lord, I am afraid of the torment of a great Day.") (14. Say: 
"Allah Alone I worship by doing religious deeds sincerely for His sake only.") (15. "So, worship 
what you like besides Him." Say: "The losers are those who will lose themselves and their 
families on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, that will be a manifest loss!") (16. They shall have 
coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of Fire) beneath them. With this Allah frightens His 
servants: "0 My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Mel") 



Creating Fear of the Punishment of Allah 

Allah ' says, say Muhammad, even though you are the Messenger of Allah:' 



(Verily, if I disobey my Lord, I am afraid of the torment of a great Day.) meaning the Day of 
Resurrection. This is a conditional sentence, and if what is referred to here applies to the 
Prophet , it applies even more so to others, 



(Say: "Allah Alone I worship by doing religious deeds sincerely for His sake only. So, worship 
what you like besides Him.") This is also a threat, and a disowning of them. 



(Say: "The losers...") means, the greatest losers of all, 



(are those who will lose themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.) means, they 
will be separated and will never meet again, whether their families have gone to Paradise and 
they have gone to Hell, or all of them have gone to Hell, they will never meet or feel happiness 
again. 



(Verily, that will be a manifest loss!) means, this isthe clearest and most obvious loss. Then He 
describes their state in the Fire: 



(They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of Fire) beneath them.) This is 
like the Ayat: 



(Theirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of Hell-fire). Thus do We 
recompense the wrongdoers) (7:41) 



(On the Day when the torment (Hell-fire) shall cover them from above them and from 
underneath their feet, and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do.") (29:55) 



(With this Allah frightens His servants:) means, Allah tells us about this, which will undoubtedly 
come to pass, to frighten His servants, so that they will keep away from unlawful things and 
from sin. 



(0 My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Me!) means, 'fear My wrath, My anger, My 
punishment and My vengeance.' 



(17. Those who avoid At-Taghut by not worshipping them and turn to Allah, for them are glad 
tidings; so announce the good news to My servants.) (18. Those who listen to the Word and 
follow the best thereof, those are (the ones) whom Allah has guided and those are men of 
understanding.) 



Good News for the Righteous Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
said, narrating from his father: 



(Those who avoid At-Taghut by not worshipping them) was revealed concerning Zayd bin ' Amr 
bin Nufayl and Abu Dharr and Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with them. The correct 
view is that it includes them and all others who avoided worshipping idols and turned to the 
worship of Ar-Rahman. These are the people for whom there is good news in this world and in 
the Hereafter. Then Allah says: 



(so announce the good news to My servants -- those who listen to the Word and follow the best 
thereof,) meaning, those who understand it and act in accordance with it. This is like the 
Words of Allah, may He be exalted, to Musa, peace be upon him, when He gave him the 
Tawrah: 



(Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take the better therein) (7:145). 



(those are whom Allah has guided) means, those who are described in this manner are the ones 
whom Allah has guided in thisworld and the Hereafter. 



(and those are men of understanding.) means, they possess sound reasoning and an upright 
nature. 



(19. Is, then one against whom the Word of punishment is justified (equal to the one who 
avoids evil) Will you rescue him who is in the Fire) (20. But those who have Taqwa of their 
Lord, for them are built lofty rooms, one above another under which rivers flow. (This is) the 
promise of Allah, and Allah does not fail in (His) promise.) Allah says, ' if He has decreed that 
someone is to be doomed, can you save him from his misguidance and doom' Which means, no 
one can guide him apart from Allah, because whomever Allah leaves astray cannot be guided, 
and whomever He guides cannot be led astray. Then Allah tells us that His blessed servants will 
have lofty rooms in Paradise. 



(are built lofty rooms, one above another), story upon story, solidly-constructed, adorned and 
high. 'Abdullah bin Al-lmam Ahmad recorded that 'AM, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(In Paradise there are rooms whose inside can be seen from the outside, and the outside can be 
seen from the inside.) A bedouin asked, ' Who are they for, Messenger of Allah' He said, 



» 



« 



(For those who speak kindly, feed the hungry and stand in prayer at night whilst the people are 
sleeping.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Gharib". Imam Ahmad 
recorded from Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The people of Paradise will look towards each other in raised places of Paradise as you look 
towards the stars on the horizons of the sky.) He said, "I told An-Nu' man bin Abi ' Ayyash about 
that, and he said, ' I heard Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, narrate it: 



» 



« 



(As you see the stars on the horizon of the east or the west.)'" It was also recorded in the Two 
Sahihs. Imam Ahmad said, "Fazarah narrated to us; Fulayh narrated to us; from Hilal bin ' Ali, 
from ' Ata' bin Yasar, from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(The people of Paradise will look towards each other in the raised places of Paradise as you 
look at the high, bright stars which remain on the horizon. Such will be the difference in 
superiority which some of them have over others.) They said, "0 Messenger of Allah, are those 
the abodes of the Prophets" He said: 



» 



« 



(No, by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, they are the abodes of people who believed in Allah 
and in the Messengers.) It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih." 



(under which rivers flow.) means, the rivers flow wherever the people want them to flow. 



((This is) the promise of Allah,) means, 'all that We have mentioned here is what Allah has 
promised to His believing servants.' 



(and Allah does not fail in (His) promise.) 



(21. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and causes it to penetrate the 
earth, as water springs, and afterward thereby produces crops of different colors, and 
afterward they wither and you see them turn yellow; then He makes them dry and broken 
pieces. Verily, in this is a reminder for men of understanding.) (22. Is he whose breast Allah has 
opened to Islam, so that he is in light from his Lord So, woe to those whose hearts are 
hardened against remembrance of Allah! They are in plain error!) 



The Parable of the Life of this World 

Allah tells usthat water originates in the sky. This is like the Ayah: 



(and We send down pure water from the sky) (25:48). So, Allah sends down water from the sky, 
and it settles in the earth, then He causes it to flow wherever He wills, and He causes springs, 
great and small, to flow as needed. Allah says: 



(and causes it to penetrate the earth, as water springs,) Sa' id bin Jubayr and * Amir Ash-Sha' bi 
said that all the water on earth has its origins in the sky. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, its origins lie in 
the snow, meaning that snow piles up in the mountains, then settles at the bottom (of the 
mountains) and springs flow from the bottom of them. 



(and afterward thereby produces crops of different colors) means, then from the water which 
comes down from the sky or flows from springs in the earth, He brings forth crops of different 
colors, i.e., different kinds of forms, tastes, scents, benefits, etc. 



(and afterward they wither) means, after they have been ripe and fresh, they become old and 
you see them turn yellow when they have dried out. 



(then He makes them dry and broken pieces.) means, then they become brittle. 



(Verily, in this is a reminder for men of understanding.) means, those who are reminded by this 
and who learn the lesson from it, that this world is like this -- it is green and fresh and 
beautiful, then it will become old and ugly. The young man will become a weak, senile old 
man, and after all of that comes death. The blessed one isthe one whose state after death will 
be good. Allah often likens the life of this world to the way He sends down water from the sky 
and crops and fruits grow thereby, then they become dry and brittle. This is like the Ayah: 



(And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: it is like the water (rain) which 
We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes 



fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And 
Allah is able to do everything) (18:45) 



The People of Truth and the People of Misguidance are not Equal 



(Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in light from his Lord) means, isthis 
person equal to the one who is hard-hearted and far from the truth This is like the Ayah: 



(Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a light (i.e. Belief) whereby he can 
walk amongst men -- like him who is in the darkness (i.e., disbelief) from which he can never 
come out) (6:122) Allah says: 



(So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against remembrance of Allah!) meaning, they do 
not become soft when Allah is mentioned, and they do not feel humility or fear, and they do 
not understand. 



(They are in plain error!). 



(23. Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts resembling each other, (and) 
oft-repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their 
heart soften to the remembrance of Allah. That is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith 
whom He wills; and whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) 



The Description of the Qur'an 

Here Allah praises His Book, the Noble Qur'an, which was revealed to His noble Messenger 
Allah says, 



(Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its parts resembling each other (and) oft- 
repeated.) Mujahid said, "This means that the entire Qur'an's parts resemble each other and are 
oft -repeated." Qatadah said, "One Ayah resembles another and one letter resembles another." 
Ad-Dahhak said, "It is oft -repeated so that people will understand what their Lord tells them." 
x Ikrimah and Al-Hasan said, "There may be an Ayah in one Surah, and another Ayah in another 
Surah that resembles it." Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him: "Oft-repeated means that parts of the Qur'an resemble one another and repeat one 
another." Some of the scholars said that it was narrated from Sufyan bin * Uyaynah that 



(its parts resembling each other (and) oft -repeated.) means that some passages of the Qur'an 
may sometimes refer to one thing, so they resemble one another, and sometimes they mention 
a thing and its opposite. Such as when the believers then the disbelievers are mentioned, or 
when Paradise then Hell are described, and so on, and this is the meaning of oft-repeated. 
Examples include the Ayat: 



(Verily, the most righteous will be in delight; and verily, the most wicked will be in the blazing 
Fire (Hell).) (82:13-14) 



(Nay! Truly, the Record of the most wicked is (preserved) in Sj j in) until 



(Nay! Verily, the Record of the most righteous is (preserved) in ' llliyyin) (83: 7-18) 



(This is a Reminder. And verily, for those who have Taqwa is a good final return (Paradise)) 
until; 



(This is so! And for those who transgress, there will be an evil final return (Fire).) (38:49-55). 
And there are other similar passages. All of this hasto do with it being oft-repeated, i.e., when 
two meanings are referred to. But when a passage is about one thing, with some parts of it 
resembling others, this is "its parts resembling each other." This is not the same as the 
Mutashabihat mentioned in the Ayah: 



(In it are Ayat that are entirely clear, they are the foundations of the Book; and others not 
entirely clear) (3:7). that refers to something else altogether. 



(The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart soften to 
the remembrance of Allah.) means, this is the description of the righteous, when they hear the 
Words of the Compeller, the Protector, the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving, because they 
understand the promises and warnings contained therein. The frightening words and threats 
make their skin shiver from fear. 



(Then their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah.) because of their hope for 
His mercy and kindness. They are unlike others, the wicked, immoral sinners, in a number of 
ways: First They listen to the recitation of the Ayat of the Qur'an , while those (sinners) listen 
to poetic verse recited by female singers. Second When the Ayat of Ar-Rahman are recited to 
them, they fall down in prostration weeping, with the proper attitude of fear, hope, love, 
understanding and knowledge, as Allah says: 



(The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and 
when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their 
Lord; Who perform the Salah and spend out of that We have provided them. It is they who are 
the believers in it. For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness and a 
generous provision (i.e., Paradise).) (8:2-4), 



(And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their Lord, fall not on them (as if they 
were) deaf and blind) (25:73). When they hear the Ayat of Allah, they are not too busy to pay 
attention to them; they listen to them and understand their meanings. So they act upon them 
and prostrate when they hear them, out of understanding, not out of ignorance and blind 
following of others. Third They adhere to the correct etiquette when they listen to them. As 
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, used to do when they listened to the words 
of Allah recited by the Messenger of Allah . Their skin Would shiver, and their hearts would 
soften to the remembrance of Allah. They did not shout or do other actions that are not 
natural; on the contrary, they would sit quietly with the proper attitude of fear, in an 
unparalleled fashion, they attained the victory of praise from their Lord in this world and the 
Hereafter. ' Abdur-Razzaq said, "Ma' mar told us that Qatadah, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recited, 



(The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart soften to 
the remembrance of Allah.) and said, " This is the characteristic of the friends of Allah; Allah 
has described them in this manner, saying that their skin shivers, their eyes weep and their 
hearts find rest to the remembrance of Allah. He did not say that they lose their minds and 
swoon; that is the characteristic of the followers of innovation, and that comes from the 
Shaytan.'" Allah's saying: 



(That is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith whom He wills;) means, this is the 
characteristic of those whom Allah has guided, and anyone who does anything different is one 
of those whom Allah has sent astray. 



(and whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) 



(24. Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment on the Day of Resurrection 
And it will be said to the wrongdoers: "Taste what you used to earn!") (25. Those before them 
denied, and so the torment came on them from directions they perceived not.) (26. So, Allah 
made them to taste the disgrace in the present life, but greater is the torment of the 
Hereafter if they only knew!) 



The Final Destination of the Disbelievers 



(Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment on the Day of Resurrection) he 
will be rebuked and he and the evildoers like him will be told: 



(Taste what you used to earn!) Ms this like the one who comes secure on the Day of 
Resurrection' as Allah says: 



(Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he who walks upright on the straight 
way) (67:22); 



(The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire (it will be said to them): "Taste you 
the touch of Hell!") (54:48), and 



(Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection) 
(41:40) In each of these Ayat, it was sufficient to refer to one of the two groups. 



(Those before them denied, and so the torment came on them from directions they perceived 
not.) means, the previous generations who denied the Messengers were destroyed by Allah for 
their sins. And none had they to protect them from Allah. 



(So Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present life,) means, by means of the 
punishment and revenge which He sent down upon them, and the rejoicing of the believers for 
what happened to them. So, let those who are addressed beware, for they have rejected the 
noblest of the Messengers and the Seal of the Prophets . And what Allah has promised them of 
severe punishment in the Hereafter is worse than whatever befell them in this world. Allah 
says: 



(but greater isthe torment of the Hereafter if they only knew! 



(27. And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every kind of parable in order that 
they may remember.) (28. An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein) in order that 
they may have Taqwa of Him.) (29. Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many 
partners disputing with one another, and a man belonging entirely to one master. Are those 
two equal in comparison All the praises and thanks be to Allah! But most of them know not.) 
(30. Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.) (31. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, 
you will be disputing before your Lord.) 



The Parable of Shirk 



(And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every kind of parable) means, " We have 
explained thingsto mankind in it the Qur'an by setting forth examples and parables.' 



(in order that they may remember.) Because parables bring the meaning closer to people's 
minds. As Allah says: 



(He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves) (30:28). meaning, 'so that you may learn it 
from yourselves.' And Allah says: 



(in Order that they may have Taqwa of Him.) (29:43). 



(An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein)) means, it is in a plain Arabic tongue, 
with no crookedness, deviation or confusion. It is plain, clear proof. Allah has made it like this 
and has revealed it like this, 



(in order that they may have Taqwa of Him) means, in order that they may heed the warnings 
contained therein, and strive to attain the promisestherein. Then Allah says: 



(Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many partners disputing with one another,) 
meaning, they were disputing concerning that slave in whom they all had a share. 



(and a (slave) man belonging entirely to one master.) means, no one owned him except that 
one man. 



(Are those two equal in comparison) meaning, they are not the same. By the same token, the 
idolator who worships other gods besides Allah and the sincere believer who worships none 
besides Allah, with no partner or associate, are not equal. What comparison can there be 
between them Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid and others said, "This Ayah 
is the parable of the idolator and the sincere believer." Because this parable is so clear and 
obvious, Allah then says: 



(All the praises and thanks be to Allah!) i.e., for establishing proof against them. 



(But most of them know not. ) means, and for this reason they associate others in worship with 
Allah. 



The fact that the Messenger of Allah and Quraysh will die, and how 

They will dispute before Allah 

Allah's saying; 



(Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.) This is one of the Ayat which Abu Bakr As- 
Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, quoted when the Messenger of Allah died, so that the 
people would realize that he had really died. Another Ayah which he quoted was: 



(Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away 
before him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels And he who turns back 
on his heels, not the least harm will do to Allah; and Allah will give reward to those who are 
grateful. )(3:144). The meaning of this Ayah is that you will certainly depart this world and be 
gathered before Allah in the Hereafter. You will dispute the issues of Tawhid and Shirk before 
Allah, things over which you disputed in this world, and He will judge between you with truth, 
and He is the Judge, the All-Knowing. So, He will save the sincere believers who worship Him 
alone, and He will punish the disbelievers who deny His Oneness and associate others in 
worship with Him. Although this Ayah speaks about the believers and disbelievers, and how 
they will dispute in the Hereafter, it also includes all disputants in this world, for their disputes 
will come back to them in the Hereafter. Ibn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recorded that Ibn Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When the Ayah 



(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your Lord.) was revealed, Az- 
Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, * Messenger of Allah, will we repeat our 
disputes' He said, 



« » 

(Yes.) He (Az-Zubayr) said, ~ This is a very serious matter.'" Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr bin 
AI-'Awwam, may Allah be pleased with him, that when this Surah was revealed to the 
Messenger of Allah : 



(Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will 
be disputing before your Lord.) Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "0 Messenger 
of Allah, will the sins that we committed against others in this world be repeated for us" He 



» 



« 



(Yes, they will be repeated until everyone who is entitled will have his rights restored to him. ) 
Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "By Allah, it is a very serious matter." It was 
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said "Hasan Sahih." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 



(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your Lord.) means, the truthful 
one will dispute with the liar, the oppressed will dispute with the oppressor, the one who is 
guided will dispute with the one who is misguided and the weak will dispute with the arrogant. 
Ibn Mandah recorded in Kitab Ar-Ruh that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"The people will dispute on the Day of Resurrection, to the extent that the soul will dispute 
with the body. The soul will say to the body, ' You did such and such,' and the body will say to 
the soul, 'You told me to do it and you tempted me.' Then Allah will send an angel to judge 
between them, and he will say, 'You two are like a man who cannot walk but can see, and a 
man who cannot see but can walk.' They went into a garden and the one who could not walk 
said to the one who was blind, ' I see fruit there, but I cannot reach it.' The blind man said, 
" Climb on me and get it.' So he climbed on him and got it. So which of them is the wrongdoer 
They will say, ' Both of them.' The angel will say to them, ' You have passed judgement against 
yourselves.' The body was a means of transportation for the soul." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Ibn ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "This Ayah was 
revealed and we did not know what it was revealed about: 



(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your Lord.)" He said, "We said, 
what will we dispute about There is no dispute between us and the People of the Book, so what 
will we dispute about Until the Fitnah occurred." Then Ibn ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, "This is what our Lord promised us we would dispute about." This was recorded by 
An-Nasa'i. 



(32. Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah, and denies the truth 
when it comes to him! Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers) (33. And he who has 
brought the truth and (those who) believed therein, they are those who have Taqwa.) (34. 
They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord. That is the reward of the doers of 
good.) (35. 3d that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they did and give them the 
reward, according to the best of what they used to do.) 

The Punishment of the Disbelievers and Liars, and the Reward of 

the Sincere Believers 

The idolators uttered lies against Allah and said that there were other gods besides Him and 
claimed that the angels were the daughters of Allah and that Allah had a son -- glorified be He 
far above all that they say. Moreover, they rejected the truth when it came to them on the lips 
of the Messengers (peace and blessings be upon them all). Allah says: 



(Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah, and denies the truth 
when it comes to him!) meaning, there is no one who does more wrong than such a person, 
because he combines the two aspects of falsehood, disbelief in Allah and disbelief in the 
Messenger of Allah. They made false claims and rejected the truth, Allah threatened them: 



(Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers) who are the deniers and rejecters. Then 
Allah says: 



(And he who has brought the truth and (those who) believed therein,) Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas and Ibn Zayd said, "The one who brought the truth was the Messenger ." ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: 



("And he who has brought the truth) meansthe Messenger of Allah 



(and (those who) believed therein) meansthe Muslims." 



(they are those who have Taqwa). Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "They fear 
and shun Shirk." 



(They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord.) means, in Paradise; whatever they 
ask for they will have. 



(That isthe reward of doers of good. So that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they 
did and give them the reward, according to the best of what they used to do.) This is like the 
Ayah: 



(They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and overlook their evil 
deeds. (They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise, a promise of truth, which they have 
been promised.) (46:16). 



(36. Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him! 
And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide.) (37. And whomsoever Allah 
guides, for him there will be no misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution) (38. 
And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth" Surely, they will say: 
"Allah." Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah -- if Allah intended some 
harm for me, could they remove His harm Or if He intended some mercy for me, could they 
withhold His mercy" Say: "Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who trust must put their 



trust.") (39. Say: "0 My people! Work according to your way, I am working. Then you will come 
to know") (40. "To whom comes a disgracing torment, and on whom descends an everlasting 
torment.") 



Allah is Sufficient for His Servant Allah says: 



(Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant) Some of them read it "His servants." It means that Allah 
is Sufficient for the one who worships Him and relies upon Him. 



(Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!) means, the idolators tried to scare the 
Messenger of Allah with their idols and gods which they called upon besides Allah out of 
ignorance and misguidance. Allah says: 



(And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide. And whomsoever Allah guides, 
for him there will be no misleader. Is not Allah Almighty, Possessor of Retribution) meaning, 
whoever relies on Him and turns to Him, will never be forsaken, for He is the Almighty Who 
cannot be overwhelmed by another, and there is none more severe than Him in exacting 
retribution on those who disbelieve in Him, associate others in worship with Him and resist His 
Messenger . 



The Idolators admit that Allah is the Sole Creator because Their 

gods are incapable 



(And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth" Surely, they will say: 
"Allah.") means, the idolators used to recognize that Allah was the Creator of all things, but 
despite that they still worshipped others besides Him, others who had no power to bring 
benefit or cause harm. Allah said: 



(Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah -- if Allah intended some harm for 
me, could they remove His harm Or if He (Allah) intended some mercy for me, could they 
withhold His mercy") meaning, they cannot do any of that at all. Here Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a 
narration from Ibn x Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, attributing it to the Prophet : 

» 



« 

(Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you; be mindful of Allah and you will find Him ever 
with you. Turn to Allah in times of ease and He will turn to you in times of difficulty. If you ask 
anyone for anything, then ask Allah; if you seek help from anyone, then seek help from Allah. 
Know that even if the entire nation were to come together to do you some harm that Allah has 
not decreed for you, they will never be able to harm you, and if they were to come together to 
do you some good that Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to do that. The 
pages have dried and the pens have been lifted. Strive for the sake of Allah with thankfulness 



and firm conviction, and know that in patiently persevering with regard to something that you 
dislike there is much goodness. Victory comes with patience, a way out comes from difficulty 
and with hardship comes ease.) 



(Say: "Sufficient for me is Allah...") means, " Allah is enough for me. 



(In Him I put my trust, and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him.) 12: 67 This is like 
what Hud, peace be upon him, said to his people: 



("All that we say is that some of our gods have seized you with evil. " He said: "I call Allah to 
witness and bear you witness that I am free from that which you ascribe as partners in worship, 
with Him. So plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I put my trust in Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its forelock. Verily, 
my Lord is on the straight path. ")(1 1:54-56). 



(Say: "0 My people! Work according to your way...") This is a threat and a warning. 



(I am working) means, " according to my way.' 



(Then you will come to know) means, you will learn the consequences. 



(To whom comes a disgracing torment,) means, in this world, 



(and on whom descends an everlasting torment.) means, ongoing and eternal, with no escape, 
which will come on the Day of Resurrection. We seek refuge with Allah from that. 



(41. Verily, We have sent down to you the Book for mankind in truth. So, whosoever accepts 
the guidance, it is only for himself; and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only to his (own) 
loss. And you are not a trustee over them.) (42. It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time 
of their death, and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He 
has ordained death and sends the rest for a term appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a 
people who think deeply.) Allah says, addressing His Messenger Muhammad : 



(Verily, We have sent down to you the Book) meaning, the Qur'an. 



(for mankind in truth.) means, for all of creation, mankind and Jinn, so that he may warn them 
therewith. 



(So, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for himself;) means, the benefit of that will 
return to him. 



(and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only for his (own) loss.) means, the consequences 
of that will return to him. 



(And you are not atrustee over them. ) means, ' you are not responsible for guiding them. 



(But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Trustee over all things) (1 1:12). 



(your duty is only to convey and on Us is the reckoning) (13:40). 



Allah is the One Who causes Death and gives Life 

Then Allah tells us that He is in control of all things and does as He wills. He causes men to die 
(the "greater death") when He sends the angels to take men's souls from their bodies, and He 
causesthem to "die a lesser death" when they sleep. Allah says: 



(It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that 
you have done by day, then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed be fulfilled, 



then (in the end) unto Him will be your return. Then He will inform you of that which you used 
to do. He is the Irresistible, over His servants, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and 
writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, until when death approaches one of you, Our 
messengers (angels) take his soul, and they never neglect their duty.)(6:60-61). Here Allah 
mentions the two deaths, the lesser death then the greater death after it; in the Ayah above 
(39: 42), He mentions the greater then the lesser. Allah says: 



(It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, and those that die not during 
their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a 
term appointed.) This indicates that they the souls meet in the higher realm, as was stated in 
the Hadith attributed to the Prophet which was narrated by Ibn Mandah and others. In the Two 
Sahihsof Al-Bukhari and Muslim, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(When anyone of you goes to bed, let him brush down the bed with his garment, for he does 
not know what has come on his bed since he left it. Then let him say, "In Your Name, Lord, I 
lay down my side and in Your Name I raise it up; if You take my soul, have mercy on it, and if 
You send it back, protect it with that which You protect Your righteous servants.") 



(He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death) means, those which have died, and 
He returns the others back for an appointed term. As-Suddi said, "For the rest of their lives." 
Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "He keeps the souls of the dead and sends 
back the souls of the living, and He does not make any mistakes. 



(Verily, in this are signs for a people who think deeply. 



(43. Have they taken as intercessors besides Allah Say: "Even if they have power over nothing 
whatever and have no intelligence") (44. Say: "To Allah belongs all intercession. His is the 
sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. Then to Him you shall be brought back.") (45. And 
when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are filled 
with disgust and when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!) 



There is no Intercession except with Allah, and how the Idolators 
are filled with Disgust when Allah is mentioned alone 

Allah condemns the idolators for taking intercessors besides Allah, namely the idols and false 
gods whom they have taken on the basis of their own whims, with no evidence or proof. These 
idols are not able to do anything; they have no minds with which to think, and they cannot 
hear or see. They are inanimate and are much worse off than animals. Then Allah says: ' Say -- 
Muhammad -- to these people who claim that those whom they have taken as intercessors 
with Allah, that intercession is of no avail except for the one with whom Allah is pleased and to 
whom He has granted permission to intercede. The whole matter rests with Him.' 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) (2:255). 



(His is the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth.) means, He is the One Who is in control of 
all that. 



(Then to Him you shall be brought back.) means, 'on the Day of Resurrection, then He will 
judge between you with His justice, and He will reward or punish each person according to his 
deeds.' Then Allah condemnsthe idolators further: 



(And when Allah Alone is mentioned) means, when it is said there is no (true) God except Allah 
Alone, 



(the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust) Mujahid said, 
"Their hearts are filled with disgust means they recoil in horror." This is like the Ayah: 



(Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha ilia Allah," they puffed themselves up with pride.) 
(37:35) which means, they were too proud to follow it. Their hearts could not accept anything 
good, and whoever cannot accept good will accept evil. Allah says: 



(and when those besides Him are mentioned,) meaning, the idols and false gods -- this was the 
view of Mujahid -- 



(behold, they rejoice!) means, they feel happy. 



(46. Say: "0 Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the unseen and the 
seen! You will judge between your servants about that wherein they used to differ.") (47. And 
those who did wrong, if they had all that is on the earth and therewith as much again, they 
verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from the evil 
torment; and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they had not been 
reckoning.) (48. And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them, and 
that which they used to mock at will encircle them.) 



How to supplicate After condemning the idolatorsfor their love of 
Shirk and their hatred of Tawhid, 



Allah then says: 



(Say: "0 Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the unseen and the 
seen!...") meaning, 'call you upon Allah Alone with no partner or associate, Who has created 
the heavens and the earth and originated them,' i.e., made them like nothing that ever before 
existed. 



(All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!) means, what is secret and what is open. 



(You will judge between your servants about that wherein they used to differ.) means, in this 
world; 'You will judge between them on the Day when they are resurrected and brought forth 
from their graves.' In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Salamah bin * Abdur-Rahman said, "I 
asked ' A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, how the Messenger of Allah started his prayer 
when he stood up to pray at night. She said, may Allah be pleased with her: 'When the 
Messenger of Allah stood up to pray at night, he would start his prayer with the words: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Knower of the 
unseen and the seen, You will judge between Your servants concerning that wherein they 
differ. Guide me with regard to that wherein there is dispute concerning the truth by Your 
leave, for You guide whomsoever You will to the straight path.)" 



No Ransom will be accepted on the Day of Resurrection 



(And those who did wrong,) means, the idolators. 



(if they had all that is in earth and therewith as much again,) 



(they verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith from the evil torment;) means, 
that which Allah has decreed for them on the Day of Resurrection. But the ransom will not be 
accepted from them, even if it were to be an earth-full of gold as He mentioned elswhere 
(3:91). Then Allah says: 



(and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they had not been reckoning.) which 
means, when they come to realize what Allah's punishment for them will be, which they had 
never before imagined. 



(And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them,) means, they will see 
the punishment for the forbidden actions and sins which they committed in this world. 



(and that which they used to mock at will encircle them.) means, the punishment which they 
used to make fun of in thisworld will encompass them. 



(49. When harm touches man, he calls to Us (for help); then when We have changed it into a 
favor from Us, he says: "Only because of knowledge I obtained it." Nay, it is only a trial, but 
most of them know not!) (50. Verily, those before them said it, yet (all) that they had earned 
availed them not.) (51. So, the evil results of that which they earned overtook them. And those 
who did wrong of these will also be overtaken by the evil results for that which they earned; 
and they will never be able to escape.) (52. Do they not know that Allah expands the provision 
for whom He wills, and straitens it. Verily, in this are signs for the folk who believe!) 



How Man changes when He is blessed after suffering Harm 

Allah tells us how man, when he is suffering from harm, prays to Allah, turning to Him in 
repentance and calling upon Him, but when He makes things easy for him, he transgresses and 
commits sins. 



(Only because of knowledge I obtained it.) means, 'because Allah knows that I deserve it; if it 
were not for the fact that Allah regards me as special, He would not have given me this.' 
Qatadah said, "Because I know that I deserve it." Allah says: 



(Nay, it is only a trial,) meaning, 'the matter is not as he claims; on the contrary, We have 
blessed him with this as a test to see whether he will be obedient or disobedient -- although 
We have prior knowledge of that.' In fact, it is a trial. 



(but most of them know not!) So they say what they say and claim what they claim. 



(Verily, those before them said it,) means, the previous nations who came before said the same 
things and made the same claims, 



(yet (all) that they had earned availed them not. ) means, what they said was not right and all 
that they had gathered did not save them. 



(So, the evil results of that which they earned overtook them. And those who did wrong of 
these...) means, the people who are addressed here, 



(will also be overtaken by the evil results (torment) for that which they earned;) just as 
happened to those earlier peoples. 



(and they will never be able to escape.) This is like the Ayah in which Allah tells us how Qarun 
reacted when his people told him: 



("Do not exult, verily, Allah likes not those who exult. But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah 
has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful 
enjoyment in this world; and do good as Allah has been good to you, and seek not mischief in 
the land. Verily, Allah likes not the corrupters." He said: "This has been given to me only 
because of the knowledge I possess." Did he not know that Allah had destroyed before him 
generations, men who were stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of riches) 
they had collected But the criminals will not be questioned of their sins.") (28:76-78). And Allah 
says: 



(And they say: "We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.") 
(34:35). 



(Do they not know that Allah expands the provision for whom He wills, and straitens it.) means, 
He gives plenty to some and restrictsthe provision for others. 



(Verily, in this are signs for the folk who believe!) means, there is a lesson and proof. 



(53. Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (54. "And turn in 
repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to your Lord and submit to Him before the 



torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be helped.") (55. "And follow the best of that 
which is sent down to you from your Lord, before the torment comes on you suddenly while you 
perceive not!") (56. Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allah, and I 
was indeed among those who mocked.") (57. Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allah had guided 
me, I should indeed have been among those who have Taqwa.") (58. Or (lest) he should say 
when he sees the torment: "If only I had another chance, then I should indeed be among the 
doers of good.") (59. Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied them, and were 
proud and were among the disbelievers.) 



The Call to repent before the Punishment comes 

This Ayah is a call to all sinners, be they disbelievers or others, to repent and turn to Allah. 
This Ayah tells us that Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will forgive all the sins of those 
who repent to Him and turn back to Him, no matter what or how many his sins are, even if they 
are like the foam of the sea. This cannot be interpreted as meaning that sins will be forgiven 
without repentance, because Shirk can only be forgiven for the one who repents from it. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said that some of the people 
of Shirk killed many people and committed Zina (illegal sexual acts) to a great extent; they 
came to Muhammad and said, "What you are saying and calling us to is good; if only you could 
tell us that there is an expiation for what we have done." Then the following Ayat were 
revealed: 



(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has 
forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse) (25:68). 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah.) This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. What is meant by the first 
Ayah (25:68) is: 



(Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds) (25:70). Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Asma' bint Yazid, said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah reciting, 



(verily, his work is unrighteous) (11:46). And I heard him say: ( 

) (Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed 
against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins He does not 
reckon him Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful)." This was also recorded by Abu Dawud 
and At-Tirmidhi. All of these Hadiths indicate that what is meant is that Allah forgives all sins 
provided that a person repents. Additionally, one must not despair of the mercy of Allah even 
if his sins are many and great, for the door of repentance and mercy is expansive. Allah says: 



(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants) (9:104). 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (4:110). Concerning the hypocrites, Allah says: 



(Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find 
for them. Except those who repent, and do righteous good deeds) (4:145-146). And Allah says: 



(Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity)." But there 
is no god but One. And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will 
befall on the disbelievers among them.) (5:73). Then He says: 



(Will they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His forgiveness For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) (5:74) And Allah says: 



(Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and believing women (by torturing them), 
and then do not turn in repentance (to Allah)) (85: 10). Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have 
mercy on him, said, "Look at this generosity and kindness! They killed His close friends but He 
still called them to repentance and forgiveness." There are many Ayat on this topic. The Two 
Sahihs record the Hadith of Abu Sa' id, may Allah be pleased with him, from Messenger of Allah 
about the man who killed ninety-nine people. Later on, he regretted it and asked a worshipper 
among the Children of Israel whether he could repent. He told him no, so he killed him, thus 
completing one hundred. Then he asked one of their scholars whether he could repent. He 
said, "What is stopping you from repenting" Then he told him to go to a town where Allah was 
worshipped. He set out for that town, but death came to him while he was on the road. The 
angels of mercy and the angels of punishment disputed over him, so Allah commanded them to 
measure the distance between the two towns; whichever he was closer to wasthe one to which 
he belonged. They found that he was closer to the town he was heading for, so the angels of 
mercy took him. It was said that when he was dying, he moved himself (towards that town), 
and Allah commanded the good town to move closer to him and the other town to move away. 
This is basic meaning of the Hadith; we have quoted it in full elsewhere. Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins...") sAllah invites all to His forgiveness; those who claim 
that the Messiah is God, those who claim that the Messiah is the son of God, those who claim 
that " Uzayr is the son of God, those who claim that Allah is poor, those who claim that the 
Hand of Allah is tied up, and those who say that Allah is the third of three Trinity . Allah says 
to all of these: 



(Will they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His forgiveness For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.) (5:74). And He calls to repentance the one who says something even worse than 
that, the one who says, ' I am your Lord most high,' and says, 



("I know not that you have a god other than me.") (28:38). Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, "Anyone who makes the servants of Allah despair of His mercy after this, has 
rejected the Book of Allah, but a person cannot repent until Allah decrees that he should 
repent." At-Tabarani recorded that Shutayr bin Shakal said, "I heard Ibn Mas' ud say, 'The 
greatest Ayah in the Book of Allah is: 



(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists) (2: 255). The most comprehensive Ayah in the Qur'an concerning good 
and evil is: 



(Verily, Allah enjoins justice and Al-lhsan) (16:90). The Ayah in the Qur'an which brings the 
most relief is in Surat Az-Zumar: 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah.") And the clearest Ayah in the Qur'an about reliance on Allah is: 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every 
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine) (65:2-3).' Masruq 
said to him; ' You have spoken the truth.'" 



Hadiths which tell us not to despair 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah , say: 



» 



« 



(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you were to commit sin until your sins filled the space 
between heaven and earth, then you were to ask Allah for forgiveness, He would forgive you. 
By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if you did not commit sin, Allah would 
bring other people who would commit sins and then ask Allah for forgiveness so that He could 
forgive them.)" This was recorded only by Ahmad. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayyub Al- 
Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, as he was on his deathbed, "I have concealed 
something from you that I heard from the Messenger of Allah ; he said: 



» 



« 



(If you did not commit sins, Allah would create people who would sin so that He could forgive 
them.)" This was recorded by Imam Ahmad; it was also recorded by Muslim in hisSahih, and by 
At-Tirmidhi. Allah encourages His servantsto hasten to repent, as He says: 



(And turn in repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to your Lord and submit to Him) 
meaning, turn back to Allah and submit yourselves to Him. 



(before the torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be helped.) means, hasten to 
repent and do righteous deeds before His wrath comes upon you. 



(And follow the best of that which is sent down to you from your Lord,) means, the Qur'an. 



(before the torment comes on you suddenly while you perceive not!) means, without you 
realizing it. 



(Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allah...") means, on the Day of 
Resurrection, the sinner who neglected to repent and turn back to Allah will regret it, and will 
wish that he had been one of the righteous who obeyed Allah. 



(and I was indeed among those who mocked.) means, " my actions in this world were those of 
one who ridicules and makes fun, not of one who has firm faith and is sincere.' 



(Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, I should indeed have been among those 
who have Taqwa ". Or he should say when he sees the torment: "If only I had another chance, 
then I should indeed be among the doers of good.") means, he will wish that he could go back 
to this world, so that he could do righteous deeds. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Allah tells us what His servants will say before 
they say it and what they will do before they do it. He says: 



(And none can inform you like Him Who isthe All-Knower) (35:14). 



(Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allah, and I was indeed among 
those who mocked." Or he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, I should indeed have been 
among those who have Taqwa." Or he should say when he sees the torment: "If only I had 
another chance, then I should indeed be among the doers of good."). Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« : 

(Each of the people of Hell will be shown his place in Paradise and he will say, "If only Allah 
had guided me!" so it will be a source of regret for him. And each of the people of Paradise will 
be shown his place in Hell and he will say, "If it were not for the fact that Allah guided me," so 
it will be a cause of thanks.)" It was also narrated by An-Nasa'i. When the sinners wish that they 
could return to this world so that they could believe the Ayat of Allah and follow His 
Messengers, Allah will say: 



(Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied them, and were proud and were among 
the disbelievers.) meaning, ' you who regret what you did, My Ayat did come to you in the 
world, and My proof was established against you, but you rejected it and were too arrogant to 
follow it, and you were among those who disbelieved in it.' 



(60. And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah - their faces will 
be black. Is there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant) (61. And Allah will deliver those who 
have Taqwa to their places of success. Evil shall touch them not, nor shall they grieve.) 



The Consequences for Those Who tell Lies against Allah and for 

Those Who have Taqwa 

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, some faces will be blackened and some will be 
whitened. The faces of those who followed splits and divisions will be blackened, and the faces 
of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama* ah will be whitened. Allah says here: 



(And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah) meaning, by their 
claims that He had partners or offspring. 



(their faces will be black.) means, because of their lies and fabrications. 



(Is there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant) means, is not Hell sufficient for them as a 
prison and humiliating final destination, because of their stubborn pride, arrogance and refusal 
to follow the truth 



(And Allah will deliver those who are those who have Taqwa to their places of success.) means, 
because of what Allah has decreed for them of happiness and victory. 



(Evil shall touch them not, ) means, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(nor shall they grieve.) means, the greater terror (of that Day) will not cause them grief, for 
they will be safe from all grief and removed from all evil, and they will attain all that is good. 



(62. Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Trustee over all things.) (63. To Him belong 
the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth. And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, such 
are they who will be the losers.) (64. Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah O you 
fools!") (65. And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those before you: "If you join 
others in worship with Allah, surely your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among 
the losers.") (66. Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.) 



Allah is the Creator and Controller, and associating others in 
worship with Him cancels out Good Deeds 

Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Lord, Sovereign and Controller of all things; everything is 
subject to His dominion, power and guardianship. 



(To Him belong the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth.) Mujahid said, "Maqalid means ' keys' 
in Persian." This was also the view of Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and Sufyan bin v Uyaynah. As-Suddi 
said: 



(To Him belong the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth.) "The treasures of the heavens and 
the earth." Both opinions mean that the control of all things is in the Hand of Allah, may He be 
blessed and exalted, for His is the dominion and to Him is the praise, and He is able to do all 
things. He says: 



(And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah,) meaning, His proof and evidence, 



(such are they who will be the losers. 



(Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah you fools!") The reason for the revelation 
of this Ayah was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim and others from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the idolators in their ignorance called the Messenger of Allah to worship their 
gods, then they would worship his God with him. Then these words were revealed: 



(Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah you fools!" And indeed it has been 
revealed to you, as it was to those before you: "If you join others in worship with Allah, surely 
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers.") This is like the Ayah: 



(But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have been 
of no benefit to them.) (6:88). 



(Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.) means, 'you and those who follow you 
and believe in you should make your worship sincerely for Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate.' 



(67. They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of 
Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled 
up in His Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as partners 
with Him!) 



The Idolators did not make a just Estimate of Allah such as is due to 

Him 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.) means, the idolators did not 
give Allah His due when they worshipped others alongside Him. He is the Almighty, and there is 
none mightier than Him; He is the One Who is able to do all things; He is the Owner of all 
things and everything is under His control and power. Mujahid said, "This was revealed 
concerning Quraysh." As-Suddi said, "They did not venerate Him as He deserves to be 
venerated." Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "If they had made a just estimate of Allah such as is due 
to Him, they would not have lied." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.) "These are the disbeliever who 
did not believe that Allah had power over them. Whoever believes that Allah is able to do all 
things, has made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him, and whoever does not believe 
that, has not made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him." Many Hadiths have been 
narrated concerning this Ayah and how it and other Ayat like it are to be interpreted and 
accepted without any attemptsto twist or change the meaning. Concerning the Ayah, 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. ) Al-Bukhari recorded that 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "One of the rabbis came to the 
Messenger of Allah and said, '0 Muhammad! We learn that Allah will put the heavens on one 
finger, the earths on one finger, the trees on one finger, the water and dust on one finger, and 
the rest of creation on one finger, then He will say: I am the King.' The Messenger of Allah 
smiled so broadly that his molars could be seen, in confirmation of what the rabbi had said. 
Then the Messenger of Allah recited: 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection 
the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand)." Al-Bukhari also recorded this in other 
places of his Sahih. It was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and Muslim, and by At-Tirmidhi and 
An-Nasa'i in the (books of) Tafsir in their Sunans. Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 

» 



« 



(Allah will grasp the earth and roll up the heavens in His Right Hand, then He will say: "I am the 
King, where are the kings of the earth")" This version was recorded only by Al-Bukhari; Muslim 
recorded another version. Al-Bukhari also recorded from Ibn ' Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(On the Day of Resurrection, Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will grasp the earth with 
one finger, and the heavens will be in His Right Hand, then He will say, "I am the King.") This 
version was also recorded by Al-Bukhari It is recorded that Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah on the Minbar one day: 



(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. On the Day of Resurrection the 
whole earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand. 
Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as partners with Him!) The 
Messenger of Allah said while moving his hand forward and backward: 



: » 

« 

(And the Lord will glorify Himself, saying "I am Compeller, I am the Proud, I am the King, I am 
the Mighty, I am the Most Generous.") And the Minbar shook so much that we feared that the 
Messenger of Allah would fall." This was also recorded by Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 



(68. And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the 
earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown another time, and 
behold they will be standing, looking on.) (69. And the earth will shine with the light of its 
Lord, and the Book will be presented, and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought 
forward, and it will be judged between them with truth, and they will not be wronged.) (70. 
And each person will be paid in full of what he did; and He is Best Aware of what they do.) 



The Blast of the Trumpet, the Judgement and the Recompense 

Allah tells us about the terrors of the Day of Judgement, with its mighty signs and terrifying 
upheaval. 



(And the Trumpet will be blown and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth 
will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills.) This will be the second trumpet-blast, which 



will cause people to die. By this trumpet -blast, everyone who is alive in the heavens and on 
earth will be caused to die, except for him whom Allah wills. Then the souls of the remaining 
creatures will be taken, until the last one to die will be the Angel of Death, and there will be 
left only the Ever Living, Eternal One, Who was there in the beginning and will be at the end, 
forever. He will say three times, 



("Whose isthe kingdom this day"), then He will answer Himself: 



("It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!") (40:16). ' I am the One existing Alone, I subjugated all 
things and I decreed that all things must come to an end.' Then the first one to be brought back 
to life will be Israfil, and Allah will command him to sound the Trumpet again. This will be the 
third trumpet-blast, the trumpet -blast of Resurrection. Allah says: 



(Then it will be blown another time, and behold they will be standing, looking on) means, after 
they have been bones and dust, they will come alive, looking at the terrors of the Day of 
Resurrection. This is like the Ayat: 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah, when behold, they find themselves alive.) (79:13-14) 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will respond with His praise, and you will think that 
you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) (17:52), and 



(And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand by His command. Then afterwards 
when He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come out from the earth.) (30:25) Imam 
Ahmad recorded that a man said to " Abdullah bin * Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, "You 
say that the Hour will come at such and such time." He said, "I thought that I would not narrate 
to you anymore. All that I said was that after a little while you would see something of great 



importance." " Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



(The Dajjal will emerge in my Ummah and he will stay among them for forty. ) I do not know 
whether he said forty days or forty months or forty years or forty nights. 



» 



« 



(Then Allah will send ' Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, who resembles ' Urwah bin Mas' ud 
Ath-Thaqafi, and he will prevail. Allah will destroy him (the Dajjal), then after that mankind 
will live for seven years with no enmity between any two people. Then Allah will send a cool 
wind from the direction of Ash-Sham, which will take the soul of every person who has even a 
speck of faith in his heart; even if one of them were to be inside the heart of a mountain, it 
would enter upon him.)" He said, "I heard it from the Messenger of Allah : 

» 



(There will be left the most evil of people, as light as birds and with the hard hearts of wild 
predators. They will not recognize any good or denounce any evil. Then Shaytan will appear to 
them and say, "Will you not obey me" Then he will command them to worship idols and they 
will worship them. At that time they will have ample provision and a good standard of living. 
Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he will tilt his head to listen. The 
first one to hear it will be a man who is filling his water trough, and he will die when he hears 
it. Then there will be no one left who has not died. Then Allah will send) -- or -- send down 
(rain like drizzle) -- or -- shade -- An-Nu' man one of the narrators was not sure of its wording 
(from which the bodies of the people will grow. Then the Trumpet will be blown once more, 
and they will be standing, looking on. Then it will be said, "0 mankind, come to your Lord, (But 
stop them, verily, they are to be questioned) (37:24). Then it will be said, 

: : : » 



« 



("Send forth the people of Hell." It will be said, "How many" It will said, "From every thousand, 
nine hundred and ninety- nine." On that Day, children will be resurrected gray-haired, and on 
that Day the Shin will be laid bare.)" This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Prophet said: 



« » 



(Between the two blasts, there will be only forty. ) They said, "O Abu Hurayrah, forty days" He, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I do not know." They said, "Forty years" He said, "I do not 
know." They said, "Forty months" He said, "I do not know." 



» 



« 



(Every part of a man will disinegrate apart from the root of his backbone, and out of that he 
will be created anew.) 



(And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord,) means, it will shine brightly on the Day of 
Resurrection when the Truth (Allah), may He be glorified and exalted, manifests Himself to His 
creation, to pass judgement. 



(and the Book will be presented). Qatadah said, "The Book of deeds." 



(and the Prophets will be brought forward,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"They will bear witness against the nations, testifying that they conveyed the Message of Allah 
to them." 



(and the witnesses) means, witnesses from among the angels who record the deeds of all, good 
and evil alike. 



(and it will be judged between them with truth, ) means, with justice. 



(and they will not be wronged.) Allah says: 



(And We shall setup Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
Sufficient are We to take account.) (21:47) 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good (done), 
He doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) (4:40) Allah says: 



(And each person will be paid in full of what he did;) meaning, of good and evil. 



(and He is Best Aware of what they do). 



(71. And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups till when they reach it, the 
gates thereof will be opened. And its keepers will say: "Did not the Messengers come to you 



from yourselves, reciting to you the Ayat of your Lord, and warning you of the meeting of this 
Day of yours" They will say: "Yes," but the Word of torment has been justified against the 
disbelievers!) (72. It will be said: "Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide therein. And what an 
evil abode of the arrogant!") 



How the Disbelievers will be driven to Hell 

Allah tells us how the doomed disbeliever will be driven to Hell by force, with threats and 
warnings. This is like the Ayah: 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing.) (52:13) swhich means, they will be pushed and forced towards it, and they will be 
extremely thirsty, as Allah says: 



(The Day We shall gather those who have Taqwa unto the Most Gracious, like a delegation. And 
We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.) (19:85-86) When they are in that state, 
they will be blind, dumb and deaf, and some of them will be walking on their faces: 



(and We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection on their faces, blind, dumb and 
deaf; their abode will be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the fierceness of 
the Fire) (17:97). 



(till when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened.) means, as soon as they arrive, the 
gates will be opened quickly, in order to hasten on their punishment. Then the keepers of Hell, 
who are stern angels, severe and strong, will say to them by way of rebuking and reprimanding: 



(Did not the Messengers come to you from yourselves,) meaning, 'of your own kind, so that you 
could have spoken to them and learned from them,' 



(reciting to you the Ayat of your Lord,) means, 'establishing proof against you that what they 
brought to you wastrue,' 



(and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours) means, 'warning you of the evil of this 
Day.' The disbeliever will say to them: 



(Yes,) meaning, 'they did come to us and warn us and establish proof and evidence against us,' 



(but the Word of torment has been justified against the disbelievers!) means, ' but we rejected 
them and went against them, because we were already doomed, as it was decreed that we 
would be, because we had turned away from the truth towards falsehood.' This is like the Ayat: 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you" They will 
say: "Yes, indeed a warner came to us, but we denied him and said: 'Allah never revealed 
anything; you are only in great error.'" And they will say: "Had we but listened or used our 
intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!") (67:9-10) which 
means, they will feel regret and will blame themselves. 



(Then they will confess their sin. 3d, away with the dwellers of the blazing Fire!) (67:11) 
means, they are lost and doomed. 



(It will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide therein...") means everyone 
who sees them and the situation they are in, will testify that they deserve the punishment. 



These words are not attributed to any specific person, but they are said as an indication that 
the entire universe will bear witness that they deserve what they are suffering, in accordance 
with the judgement of the Most Just, the All-Knowing. Allah says: 



(It will be said (to them): "Enter you the gates of Hell, to abide therein...") meaning, ' to stay 
there forever; you will never leave or depart.' 



(And (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!) means, 'what an evil destiny and what an 
evil place to stay, because of your arrogance in this world and your refusal to follow the truth; 
this is what has led you to this, what an evil state and what an evil final destination!' 



(73. And those who had Taqwa will be led to Paradise in groups till when they reach it, and its 
gates will be opened and its keepers will say: "Salam ' Alaykum (peace be upon you)! You have 
done well, so enter here to abide therein forever.") (74. And they will say: "All the praises and 
thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His promise to us and has made us inherit the land. We can 
dwell in Paradise where we will; how excellent a reward for the workers!") 



The Believers will be taken to Paradise Here 

Allah tells us about the blessed believers, who will be taken to Paradise in groups, one group 
after another, starting with the best of them: those who are closest to Allah, then the most 
righteous, then the next best and the next best. Each group will be with others like them, 
Prophets with Prophets, the true believers with their peers, the martyrs with their 
counterparts, the scholars with their colleagues, every group composed of people of the same 
kind. 



(till when they reach it,) means, when they arrive at the gates of Paradise, after passing over 
the 9 rat, where they will be detained on a bridge between Paradise and Hell, and any 
injustices that existed between them in this world will be settled until they have all been 
purified from sin through this trial. Then permission will be granted for them to enter Paradise. 
It was recorded in the Hadith about the Trumpet that when the believers reach the gates of 
Paradise, they will consult one another as to who should ask permission for them to enter. 
They will ask Adam, then Nuh, then Ibrahim, then Musa, then Msa, then Muhammad (may 
blessings and peace be upon them all). This is akin to what will happen in the arena of 
judgement, when they will ask for someone to intercede for them with Allah when He comesto 
pass judgement. This is to show the noble position of Muhammad above the rest of mankind in 
all situations. In Sahih Muslim, it is reported that Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(I will be the first intercessor in Paradise.) According to the wording of Muslim: 

« » 

(I will be the first one to knock at the gates of Paradise.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin 
Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(I will come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection and will ask for it to be opened. 
The gatekeeper will say, "Who are you" I will say "Muhammad." He will say, "I was told about 
you and that I was not to open the gate for anyone before you.")" It was also recorded by 
Muslim. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(The first group to enter Paradise will enter looking like the moon on the night when it is full. 
They will not spit there, or blow their noses, or defecate. Their vessels and combs will be of 
gold and silver, their censers will be of aloeswood and their sweat will be musk. Each of them 
will have two wives, the marrow of whose shin bones will be visible from beneath the skin 
because of their beauty. There will be no disputes between them and there will be no hatred; 
their hearts will be as if one heart. They will glorify Allah morning and evening.)" This was also 
recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Al-Hafiz Abu Ya* la recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(The first group to enter Paradise will look like the moon on the night when it is full. They will 
be followed by a group which looks like the brightest star shining in the sky. They will not 
urinate or defecate or spit or blow their noses. Their combs will be of gold, their sweat will be 
musk and their censers will be of aloeswood. Their wives will be Al-Hur Al-' lyn, and they will 
all look the same, as if they are one person in the image of their father Adam, sixty cubits 
tall.)" They Al-Bukhari and Muslim also produced this from the Hadith of Jabir. It was reported 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(A group of my Ummah, seventy thousand, will enter Paradise with their faces shining like the 
moon on the night when it is full.) ' Ukkashah bin Mihsan stood up and said, ' Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.' He said, 

« » 

(0 Allah, make him one of them.) Then one of the Ansar stood up and said, " Messenger of 
Allah, pray to Allah to make me one of them.' He said, 

« » 

(Ukkashah has beaten you to it.)" This was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). This Hadith -- 
about the seventy thousand who will enter Paradise without being brought to account -- was 
also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah, x Imran bin Husayn, Ibn Mas' ud, Rifa'ah bin ' Arabah Al-Juhani and Umm Qays 
bint Mihsan -- may Allah be pleased with them all -- and also from Abu Hazim from Sahl bin 
Sa' d, may Allah be pleased with them, who said that the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(Seventy thousand or seven hundred thousand of my Ummah will surely enter Paradise, holding 
on to one another, such that the first and last of them will enter Paradise together, with their 
faces looking like the moon on the night when it is full . )" 



(till when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and its keepers will say: "Salam ' Alaykum 
(peace be upon you)! You have done well, so enter here to abide therein forever.") This is a 
conditional sentence that is not complete. What it implies is that when they come to the gates 
of Paradise the gates will be opened for them as a sign of honor, and the angelic gatekeepers 



will meet them with glad tidings, greetings of peace and praise. Unlike the gatekeepers of Hell 
who will meet the disbelievers with rebuke and reprimand, the believers will be filled with 
happiness and joy, each according to his degree of luxury and delights. What happens after this 
is not mentioned; it is left for the imagination to think of its dearest wishes and be filled with 
hope. It is known from the Sahih Hadithsthat Paradise has eight gates. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(Whoever spends a pair of something from his wealth for the sake of Allah, will be called from 
the gates of Paradise. Paradise has (several) gates. Whoever is among the people of prayer, 
will be called from the gate of Prayer; whoever is among the people of charity, will be called 
from the gate of Charity; whoever is among the people of Jihad, will be called from the gate of 
Jihad; whoever is among the people of fasting, will be called from the Gate of Ar-Rayyan.)" Abu 
Bakr said, '0 Messenger of Allah, it does not matter from which gate one is called, but will 
anyone be called from all of them' He said, 

« » 

(Yes, and I hope that you will be one of them.)" Something similar was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim. It was reported from Sahl bin Sa' d, may Allah be pleased with him, that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(In Paradise there are eight gates; one of them is called Ar-Rayyan, and no one will enter it 
except those who fast.)" In Sahih Muslim, it is recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(There is no one among you who performs Wudu' and does it well, or -- amply --, then he says: 
"I testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is His servant 
and Messenger, " but the eight gates of Paradise will be opened for him and he will enter 
through whichever one he wishes.)" 



The Width of the Gates of Paradise 

We ask Allah to make us among its people. In the Two Sahihs, it is reported from Abu Hurayrah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, in the lengthy Hadith about intercession (that the Prophet 
said): 



» 



« 



(Allah will say: "0 Muhammad, admit those of your Ummah who are not to be brought to 
account, through the right-hand gate, and they will be counted among those who will enter 
from other gates as well." By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, the distance 
between the two gateposts of the gates of Paradise is like the distance between Makkah and 
Hajar -- or Hajar and Makkah.)" According to another report: (between Makkah and Busra.) It 
was recorded in Sahih Muslim from * Utbah bin Ghazwan that (the Prophet ) gave them a speech 
in which he told them that the distance between the two gateposts of Paradise was the 
distance of a forty-year journey, but there would come a day when they would be packed with 
crowds of people. Allah says, 



(and its keepers will say: "Salam ' Alaykum (peace be upon you)! You have done well,") 
meaning, 'your deeds and words were good, and your efforts were good, and your reward is 
good.' The Messenger of Allah issued commands during some of his military campaigns that it 
should be shouted out to the Muslims: 



» 



« 



(No one enters Paradise except a Muslim soul) or, according to one report, (A believing soul. 
Allah says, 



(so enter here to abide therein forever.) means, to dwell therein, never seeking any change. 



(And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His promise to 
us...") means, when the believers see the great reward and splendors, blessing and grand 
generosity, they will say, 



(All the praises and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His promise to us) meaning, Mhe 
promise which He made to usthrough His Messengers who called usto this in the world.' 



(Our Lord! Grant us what You promised unto usthrough Your Messengers and disgrace us not on 
the Day of Resurrection, for You never break (Your) promise)(3:194), 



(and they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, and never 
could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of 
our Lord came with the truth.") (7:43), and 



(And they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah Who has removed from us (all) grief. 
Verily, our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (good deeds). Who, out of 
His grace, has lodged us in a home that will last forever, where toil will touch us not nor 
weariness will touch us.") (35:34-35) 



(and has made us inherit (this) land. We can dwell in Paradise where we will; how excellent a 
reward for the (pious) workers!) Abu Al-Aliyah, Abu Salih, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, 
"This means the land of Paradise." This is like the Ayah: 



(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr that My righteous servants shall 
inherit the land. ) (21 : 1 05) they will say: 



(We can dwell in Paradise where we will) meaning, 'wherever we want, we can settle; how 
excellent a reward for our efforts.' In the Two Sahihs, it was reported in the story of the Mi' raj 
which was narrated by Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(I was admitted into Paradise where I saw that its domes were pearls and its soil was musk.)" 



(75. And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne from all round, glorifying the praises of 
their Lord. And they will be judged with truth. And it will be said, "All the praises and thanks 
be to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.") Allah tells us how He will passjudgement on the people 
of Paradise and Hell, and put each of them in the place fitting for him and for which he is 
suited; this is justice from Him and He is never unjust. Then He tells us of His angels who 
surround His majestic Throne, glorifying the praises of their Lord, extolling and magnifying 
Him, and declaring Him to be above any shortcomings or injustice whatsoever, for He has 
passed judgement in the fairest and most just manner. He says: 



(And they will be judged) meaning, all of creation. 



(with truth.) Then He says: 



(And it will be said, "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.") 
meaning, all of creation, whether animate or inanimate, will speak words of praise to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists, for His wisdom and justice. These words are not attributed to any 
specific speaker, which indicates that the whole of creation will testify to His praise. Qatadah 
said, "Allah began His creation with praise, as He said, 



(All praises and thanks be to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth) (6:1). and He 
ended it with praise, as He says: 



(And they will be judged with truth. And it will be said, "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists.")." 

The Tafsir of Surah Ghafir 

(Chapter - 40) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of the Surahs that begin with Ha Mim 

Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Everything has an essence and the essence of 
the Qur'an is the family of Ha Mim," or he said, "the Ha Mims." Mis' ar bin Kidam said, "They 
used to be called 'the brides'." All of this was recorded by the the Imam, great scholar, Abu 
' Ubayd Al-Qasim bin Sal I am, may Allah have mercy upon him, in his book Fada'il Al-Qur'an. 
Humayd bin Zanjuyah narrated that 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
parable of the Qur'an is that of a man who sets out to find a place for his family to stay, and he 
comes to a place where there is evidence of rainfall. While he is walking about, admiring it, he 
suddenly comes upon beautiful gardens. He says, ' I liked the first traces of rainfall, but this is 
far better.' It was said to him, 'The first place is like the Qur'an, and these beautiful gardens 
are like the splendor of family of Ha Mim in relation to the rest of the Qur'an'." This was 
recorded by Al-Baghawi. Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When I reach the 
family of Ha Mim, it is like reaching a beautiful garden, so I take my time." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Knower.) (3. 
The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in punishment, the Bestower. La 
ilaha ilia Huwa, to Him is the final return.) We have already discussed the individual letters at 
the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat the discussion here. In a 
Hadith recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi from one who heard it from the Messenger of 
Allah , it says: 



« : » 

(When you go to bed tonight, recite Ha Mim, La Yunsarun.)" Its chain of narrators is Sahih. 



(The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Knower.) means, this book -- 
the Qur'an -- is from Allah, the Owner of might and knowledge, Who cannot be overtaken and 
from Whom nothing is hidden, not even an ant concealed beneath many layers. 



(The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance,) means, He forgives sins that have been 
committed in the past, and He accepts repentance for sins that may be committed in the 
future, from the one who repents and submitsto Him. 



(the Severe in punishment,) means, to the one who persists in transgression and prefers the life 
of this world, who stubbornly turns away from the commands of Allah and commits sin. This is 
like the Ayah: 



(Declare unto My servants that truly I am the Oft -Forgiving, the Most-Merciful. And that My 
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) (15:49-50). These two attributes (mercy and 
punishment) are often mentioned together in the Qur'an, so that people will remain in a state 
of both hope and fear. 



(the Bestower.) Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "This means He is Generous 
and Rich (Independent of means)." The meaning is that He is Most Generous to His servants, 
granting ongoing blessings for which they can never sufficiently thank Him. 



(And if you would count the favors of Allah, never could you be able to count them...) (16:18). 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa) means, there is none that is equal to Him in all His attributes; there is no 
God or Lord besides Him. 



(to Him is the final return.) means, all things will come back to Him and He will reward or 
punish each person according to his deeds. 



(and He is Swift at reckoning) (13:41). 



(4. None disputes in the Ayat of Allah but those who disbelieve. 3d let not their ability of going 
about here and there through the land (for their purposes) deceive you!) (5. The people of Nuh 
and the groups after them denied before these; and every nation plotted against their 
Messenger to seize him, and disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the truth. 3d I 
seized them, and how was My punishment!) (6. Thus has the Word of your Lord been justified 
against those who disbelieved, that they will be the dwellers of the Fire.) 



One of the Attributes of the Disbelievers is That they dispute the 

Ayat of Allah -- and The Consequences of that Allah tells us that no 

one rejects or disputes His signs after clear proof has come, 



(but those who disbelieve), i.e., those who reject the signs of Allah and His proof and 
evidence. 



(So let not their ability of going about here and there through the land deceive you!) means, 
their wealth and luxurious life. This is like the Ayah: 



(Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you. 
A brief enjoyment; then, their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest.) 
(3:196-197) 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) (31:24). Then Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad for the rejection of his people. 
He tells him that he has an example in the Prophets who came before him, may the blessings 
and peace of Allah be upon them all, for their nations disbelieved them and opposed them, and 
only a few believed in them. 



(The people of Nuh denied before these;) Nuh was the first Messenger whom Allah sent to 
denounce and forbid idol worship. 



(and the groups after them) means, from every nation. 



(and every (disbelieving) nation plotted against their Messenger to seize him,) means, they 
wanted to kill him by any means possible, and some of them did kill their Messenger. 



(and disputed by means of falsehood to refute therewith the truth.) means, they came up with 
specious arguments with which to dispute the truth which was so plain and clear. 



(So I seized them) means, ' I destroyed them, because of the sinsthey committed. 



(and how was My punishment!) means, 'how have you heard that My punishment and 
vengeance was so severe and painful.' Qatadah said, "It was terrible, by Allah." 



(Thus has the Word of your Lord been justified against those who disbelieved, that they will be 
the dwellers of the Fire.) means, 'just as the Word of punishment was justified against those 
of the past nations who disbelieved, so too is it justified against these disbelievers who have 
rejected you and gone against you, Muhammad, and it is even more justified against them, 
because if they have disbelieved in you, there is no certainty that they will believe in any other 
Prophet.' And Allah knows best. 



(7. Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify the praises of 
their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (saying): "Our Lord! 



You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow 
Your way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!) (8. Our Lord! And make them 
enter the x Adn (Eternal) Gardens which you have promised them -- and to the righteous among 
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (9. 
And save them from the sins, and whomsoever You save from the sins that Day, him verily, You 
have taken into mercy." And that is the supreme success.) 



The Bearers of the Throne praise Allah and pray for forgiveness for 

the Believers 

Allah tells us that the angels who are close to Him, the bearers of the Throne, and the angels 
who are around Him -- all glorify the praises of their Lord. They combine glorification (Tasbih) 
which implies that He is free of any shortcomings, with praise (Tahmid) which is an affirmation 
of praise. 



(and believe in Him,) means, they humbly submit themselves before Him. 



(and ask forgiveness for those who believe) means, for those among the people of earth who 
believe in the Unseen. Allah commanded that His angels who are close to Him should pray for 
the believers in their absence, so it is a part of the angels' nature that they say Amin when a 
believer prays for his brother in his absence. In Sahih Muslim it says: 



» 



« 



(When a Muslim prays for his brother in his absence, the angel says, ' Amin, and may you have 
something similar to it'.)" Shahr bin Hawshab said, "The bearers of the Throne are eight; four of 
them say, ' Glory and praise be to You, Allah, to You be praise for Your forebearance after 
Your knowledge. ' Four of them say, ' Glory and praise be to You, Allah, to You be praise for 
Your forgiveness after Your power.' When they pray for forgiveness for those who believe, they 
say: 



(Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge,) meaning, 'Your mercy 
encompasses their sins and Your knowledge encompasses all their deeds, words and action.' 



(so forgive those who repent and follow Your way.)" That is, ~ forgive the sinners when they 
repent to You and turn to You and give up their former ways, following Your commands to do 
good and abstain from evil.' 



(and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!) means, 'snatch them away from the 
punishment of Hell, which is a painful, agonizing punishment.' 



(Our Lord! And make them enter the ' Adn (Eternal) Gardens which you have promised them -- 
and to the righteous among their fathers, their wives, and their offspring!) meaning, 'bring 
them together so that they may find delight in one another in neighboring dwellings. ' This is 
like the Ayah: 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join their 
offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything)(52:21). This means, 
'that all of them will be made equal in status. In this way they may delight in one another's 
company; the one who is in the higher status will not lose anything. On the contrary We will 
raise the one whose deeds are of a lower status so that they will become equal, as a favor and 
a blessing from Us.' Sa' id bin Jubayr said that when the believer enters Paradise, he will ask 
where his father, son and brother are. It will be said to him, 'they did not reach the same level 
of good deeds as you did'. He will say, ' but I did it for my sake and for theirs.' Then they will 
be brought to join him in that higher degree. Then Sa' id bin Jubayr recited this Ayah: 



(Our Lord! And make them enter the 'Adn (Eternal) Gardens which you have promised them -- 
and to the righteous among their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! Verily, You are the 
Almighty, the All-Wise.) Mutarrif bin 'Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir said, "The most sincere of the 
servants of Allah towards the believers are the angels." Then he recited this Ayah: 



(Our Lord! And make them enter the ' Adn (Eternal) Paradises which you have promised them) 
He then said, "The most treacherous of the servants of Allah towards the believers are the 
Shayatin." 



(You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.) means, Mhe One Whom none can resist or overwhelm; 
what You will happens and what You do not will does not happen; You are Wise in all that You 
say and do, in all that You legislate and decree.' 



(And save them from the sins,) means, the actions and the consequences. 



(and whomsoever You save from the sinsthat Day,) means, the Day of Resurrection, 



(him verily, You have taken into mercy.) means, 'You have protected him and saved him from 
punishment.' 



(And that is the supreme success. 



(10. Those who disbelieve will be addressed: "Indeed, Allah's aversion was greater towards you 
than your aversion toward yourselves, when you were called to the Faith but you used to 
refuse.") (11. They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us 
life twice! Now we confess our sins, then is there any way to get out") (12. (It will be said): 
"This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, you disbelieved; but when partners were 
joined to Him, you believed! So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most 
Great!") (13. It is He Who shows you His Ayat and sends down provision for you from the sky. 
And none remembers but those who turn in repentance.) (14. So, call you upon Allah making 
religion sincerely for Him, however much the disbelievers may hate.) 



The Regret of the Disbelievers after They enter Hell 

Allah tells us that the disbelievers will feel regret on the Day of Resurrection, when they enter 
Hell and sink in the agonizing depth of fire. When they actually experience the unbearable 
punishment of Allah, they will hate themselves with the utmost hatred, because of the sins 
they committed in the past, which were the cause of their entering the Fire. At that point the 
angels will tell them in a loud voice that Allah's hatred towards them in this world, when Faith 
was offered to them and they rejected it, is greater than their hatred towards themselves in 
this situation. Qatadah said, concerning the Ayah: 



(Indeed, Allah's aversion was greater towards you than your aversion toward yourselves, when 
you were called to the Faith but you used to refuse.) "Allah's hatred for the people of 
misguidance -- when Faith is presented to them in this world, and they turn away from it and 
refuse to accept it -- is greater than their hatred for themselves when they see the punishment 
of Allah with their own eyes on the Day of Resurrection." This was also the view of Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Dharr bin * Ubaydullah Al-Hamdani, * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, may Allah have mercy on them all. 



(They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us life twice!...") 
Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from Abu Al-Ahwasfrom Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased 
with him: "This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life. Then He will 
give you death, then again will bring you to life and then unto Him you will return. )"(2:28) This 
was also the view of Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Abu Malik. This is undoubtedly the 
correct view. What is meant by all of this is that when they are standing before Allah in the 
arena of Resurrection, the disbelievers will ask to go back, as Allah says: 



(And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads before their Lord (saying): 
"Our Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back, that we will do righteous good deeds. 
Verily, we now believe with certainty.") (32:12), However, they will get no response. Then 
when they see the Fire and they are held over it and they look at the punishments therein, 
they will ask even more fervently than before to go back, but they will get no response. Allah 
says: 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would 
be of the believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been concealing 
before. But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars.) (6:27-28). When they actually enter Hell and have a 
taste of its heat, hooked rods of iron and chains, their plea to go back will be at its most 
desperate and fervent: 



(Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, not that we 
used do." (Allah will reply): "Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever would 
receive admonition could receive it And the warner came to you. 3d taste you. For the 
wrongdoers there is no helper.") (35:37) 



(Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers." 
He (Allah) will say: "Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!) (23:108). 
According to this Ayah, they will speak more eloquently, and they will introduce their plea with 
the words: 



(Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us life twice!) meaning, 'by 
Your almighty power, You have brought us to life after we were dead, then You caused us to 
die after we were alive; You are able to do whatever You will. We confess our sins and admit 
that we wronged ourselves in the world,' 



(then is there any way to get out) means, 'will You answer our prayer to send us back to the 
world, for You are able to do that, so that we might do deeds different from those which we 
used to do Then if we go back to our former ways, we will indeed be wrongdoers.' The response 
will be: 'There is no way for you to go back to the world.' Then the reason for that will be 
given: 'Your nature will not accept the truth and be governed by it, you would reject it and 
ignore it.' Allah says: 



((It will be said): "This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked (in worship), you disbelieved; 
but when partners were joined to Him, you believed!") meaning, ' if you were to go back, this 
is how you would be.' This is like the Ayah: 



(But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that when they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars) (6:28). 



(So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most Great!) means, He is the Judge of 
His creation, the Just Who is never unjust. He guides whomsoever He wills and sends astray 
whomsoever He wills; He has mercy on whomsoever He wills and punishes whomsoever He 
wills; there is no God except Him. 



(It is He Who shows you His Ayat) means, He demonstrates His power to His servants through 
the mighty signs which they see in His creation, above and below, which indicate the 
perfection of its Creator and Originator. 



(and sends down provision for you from the sky.) this refers to rain, through which crops and 
fruits are brought forth, which with their different colors, tastes, fragrances and forms are a 
sign of the Creator. It is one kind of water, but by His great power He makes all these things 
different. 



(And none remembers) means, no one learns a lesson or is reminded by these things, or takes 
them as a sign of the might of the Creator, 



(but those who turn in repentance.) which means, those who have insight and turn to Allah, 
may He be blessed and exalted. 



The Believers are commanded to worship Allah Alone no matter 

what Their Circumstances 



(So, call you upon Allah making religion sincerely for Him, however much the disbelievers may 
hate.) This means, worship Allah and call upon Him alone in all sincerity. Do not be like the 
idolators in conduct and beliefs. Imam Ahmad recorded that after ending every prayer, 
'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: "There is no (true) God except Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate, His is the dominion and praise, for He is able to do all things; there is no 
strength and no power except with Allah; there is no (true) God except Allah and we worship 
none but Him; to Him belongs the blessings and the virtue and good praise; there is no (true) 
God except Allah, we worship Him in all sincerity even though the disbelievers may hate that." 
He said, "The Messenger of Allah used to say Tahlil with this after every prayer." Something 
similar was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. It was reported in Sahih from 
Ibn Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah used to say the 
following after the prescribed (obligatory) prayers: 

» 



« 



(There is no (true) God except Allah Alone with no partner or associate, His is the dominion and 
praise, for He is able to do all things; there is no strength and no power except with Allah; 
there is no (true) God except Allah and we worship none but Him; His is the blessing and virtue 
and good praise; there is no (true) God except Allah, we worship Him in all sincerity even 
though the disbelievers hate that.) 



(15. (He is Allah) Owner of high ranks and degrees, the Owner of the Throne. He sends the 
revelation by His command to any of His servants He wills, that he may warn of the Day of 
Mutual Meeting.) (16. The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be hidden from 
Allah. Whose is the kingdom this Day It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!) (17. This Day shall 
every person be recompensed for what he earned. This Day no injustice. Truly, Allah is swift in 
reckoning.) 



Allah sends the Revelation to warn His Servants of the Day of 

Mutual Meeting 

Allah tells us of His might and pride, and that His Mighty Throne is raised above all of His 
creation like a roof. This is like the Ayah: 



(From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent. The angels and the Ruh (Jibril) ascend to Him in a 
Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) (70:3-4). If Allah wills, we will discuss below 
which is the most correct view the distance between the Throne and the seventh earth 
according to a group of earlier and later scholars. More than one scholar said that the Throne is 
made of red rubies. The width between two corners of it is the distance of a fifty thousand 
year long journey and its height above the seventh earth is the distance of a fifty thousand 
years long journey. 



(He sends the revelation of His command to any of His servants He wills,) This is like the Ayat: 



(He sends down the angels with the Ruh (revelation) of His command to whom of His servants 
He wills (saying): "Warn mankind that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have Taqwa 
of Me.") (16:2), and 



(And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exits, Which the trustworthy Ruh 
(Jibril) has brought down Upon your heart that you may be (one) of the warners.) (26:192-194) 
Allah says: 



(that he may warn (men) of the Day of Mutual Meeting.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
' Abbas said: "The Day of Mutual Meeting is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection, of 
which Allah warns His servants." That is the Day when everyone will find out about his deeds, 
good and bad. 



(The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be hidden from Allah.) means, they 
will all appear in the open, with nothing to give them shelter or shade, or cover them. Allah 
says: 



(The Day when they will come out, nothing of them will be hidden from Allah.) meaning, 
everything will be equally known to Him. 



(Whose is the kingdom this Day It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!) We have already 
mentioned the Hadith of Ibn * Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah will roll up the 
heavens and the earth in His Hand and will say, 



» 



« 



("I am the King, I am the Compeller, I am the Proud, where are the kings of the earth Where 
are the tyrants Where are the proud") In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that Allah will 
take the souls of all of His creatures, and there will be none left but Him Alone, with no 
partner or associate. Then He will say, "Whose is the kingdom today" three times, and He will 
answer Himself by saying, 



(It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!) meaning, He is the Only One Who has subjugated all 
things. 



(This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he earned. This Day no injustice (shall 
be done to anybody). Truly, Allah is swift in reckoning.) Here Allah tells us of His justice when 
He judges between His creation; He does not do even a speck of dust's weight of injustice, 
whether it be for good or for evil. For every good deed He gives a tenfold reward and for every 
bad deed He gives recompense of one bad deed. Allah says: 



(This Day no injustice (shall be done to anybody).) It was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu 
Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah said: 



» 



« 



("0 My servants, I have forbidden injustice for Myself, and made it unlawful for you, so do not 
commit injustice to one another ...") up to: ("0 My servants, these are your deeds, I record 
them for you then I will recompense you for them. Whoever finds something good, let him give 
praise to Allah, and whoever finds something other than that, let him blame no one but 
himself.") 



(Truly, Allah is swift in reckoning.) means, He will bring all His creation to account as if He is 
bringing just one person to account. This is like the Ayah: 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person) (31: 28). 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.) (54:50) 



(18. And warn them of the Day that is drawing near, when the hearts will be at the throats 
Kazimin. There will be no friend, nor an intercessor for the wrongdoers, who could be given 
heed to.) (19. Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.) (20. And 
Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they invoke besides Him, cannot judge anything. 
Certainly, Allah! He isthe All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 



Warning of the Day of Resurrection and Allah's judgement on that 

Day 

The Day that is drawing near' is one of the names of the Day of Judgement. It is so called 
because it is close, as Allah says: 



(The Day of Resurrection draws near. None besides Allah can avert it) (53:57-58) 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder) (54:1) 



(Draws near for mankind their reckoning) (21:1), 



(The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek not to hasten it) (16:1), 



(But when they will see it approaching, the faces of those who disbelieve will change and turn 
black with sadness and in grief) (67:27), and 



(when the hearts will be at the throats Kazimin. ) Qatadah said, "When the hearts reach the 
throats because of fear, and they will neither come out nor go back to their places." This was 
also the view of " Ikrimah, As-Suddi and others. 



(Kazimin) means silent, for no one will speak without His permission: 



(The Day that Ar-Ruh (Jibril) and the angels will stand forth in rows, they will not speak except 
him whom the Most Gracious allows, and he will speak what is right.) (78:38). Ibn Jurayj said: 



(Kazimin) "It means weeping. 



(There will be no friend, nor an intercessor for the wrongdoers, who could be given heed to.) 
means, those who wronged themselves by associating others in worship with Allah, will have no 
relative to help them and no intercessor who can plead on their behalf; all means of good will 
be cut off from them. 



(Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal.) Allah tells us about His 
complete knowledge which encompasses all things, great and small, major and minor, so that 
people will take note that He knows about them and they will have the proper sense of shyness 
before Allah. They will pay attention to the fact that He can see them, for He knows the fraud 
of the eyes, even if the eyes look innocent, and He knows what the hearts conceal. Ad-Dahhak 
said: 



(the fraud of the eyes,) "A wink and a man saying that he has seen something when he has not 
seen it, or saying that he has not seen it when he did see it." Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, "Allah knows when the eye looks at something, whether it wants to commit an 
act of betrayal or not." This was also the view of Mujahid and Qatadah. Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, commented on the Ayah: 



(and all that the breasts conceal. )"He knows, if you were able to, whether you would commit 
Zinawith a woman or not." As-Suddi said: 



(and all that the breasts conceal.) meaning, of insinuating whispers. 



(And Allah judges with truth, ) means, He judges with justice. Al-A' mash narrated from Sa' id 
bin Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that this Ayah means: "He is able 
to reward those who do good with good and those who do evil with evil." 



(Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) This is how it was interpreted by Ibn 
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. This is like the Ayah: 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward those who 
do good, with what is best) (53:31). 



(while those to whom they invoke besides Him,) means, the idols and false gods, 



(cannot judge anything.) means, they do not possess anything and they cannot judge anything. 



(Certainly, Allah! He isthe All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) means, He hears all that His creatures say 
and He knows all about them, so He guides whomsoever He wills and sends astray whomsoever 
He wills. And He judges with perfect justice in all of that. 



(21. Have they not traveled in the land and seen what was the end of those who were before 
them They were superior to them in strength, and in the traces in the land. But Allah seized 
them with punishment for their sins. And none had they to protect them from Allah.) (22. That 
was because there came to them their Messengers with clear evidences but they disbelieved (in 
them). So Allah seized them. Verily, He is All-Strong, Severe in punishment.) 



The Severe Punishment for the Disbelievers 



(Have they not traveled), 'these people who disbelieve in your Message, O Muhammad,' 



(in the land and seen what was the end of those who were before them) means, the nations of 
the past who disbelieved in their Prophets (peace be upon them), for which the punishment 
came upon them even though they were stronger than Quraysh. 



(and in the traces in the land.) means, they left behind traces in the earth, such as structures, 
buildings and dwellings which these people i.e., the Quraysh cannot match. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(And indeed We had firmly established them with that wherewith We have not established 
you!) (46:26) 



(and they tilled the earth and populated it in greater numbers than these have done) (30:9). 
Yet despite this great strength, Allah punished them for their sin, which was their disbelief in 
their Messengers. 



(And none had they to protect them from Allah.) means, they had no one who could protect 
them or ward off the punishment from them. Then Allah mentions the reason why He punished 
them, and the sins which they committed. Allah says: 



(That was because there came to them their Messengers with clear evidences) meaning with 
clear proof and definitive evidence. 



(but they disbelieved.) means, despite all these signs, they disbelieved and rejected the 
Message. 



(So Allah seized them.) means, He destroyed them utterly, and a similar fate awaits the 
disbelievers. 



(Verily, He is AII-9rong, Severe in punishment) means, He is possessed of great strength and 
might. 



(Severe in punishment, ) means, His punishment is severe and agonizing; we seek refuge with 
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, from that. 



(23. And indeed We sent Musa with Our Ayat, and a manifest authority,) (24. To Fir' awn, 
Haman and Qarun, but they called (him): "A sorcerer, a liar!") (25. Then, when he brought 
them the Truth from Us, they said: "Kill with him the sons of those who believe and let their 
women live;" but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in vain!) (26. Fif awn said: "Leave 
me to kill Musa, and let him call his Lord! I fear that he may change your religion, or that he 
may cause mischief to appear in the land!") (27. Musa said: "Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord 
and your Lord from every arrogant who believes not in the Day of Reckoning!") 



The Story of Musa and Fir awn 

Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad for the disbelief of his people and gives him the glad 
tidings of good consequences and victory in this world and the Hereafter, as happened to Musa 
bin ' Imran, peace be upon him, whom Allah sent with clear proof and definitive evidence. 
Allah says: 



(with Our Ayat, and a manifest authority). Authority means proof and evidence. 



(to Fir' awn), who was the king of the Copts of Egypt. 



(Haman) who was his adviser. 



(and Qarun) who wasthe richest trader among the people of histime. 



(but they called (him): "A sorcerer, liar!") means, they rejected him and thought he was a 
sorcerer, a madman and an illusionist who was telling lies about having been sent by Allah. This 
is like the Ayah: 



(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!" 
Have they transmitted this saying to these Nay, they are themselves a people transgressing 
beyond bounds!) (51:52-53) 



(Then, when he brought them the Truth from Us,) means, with definite evidence that Allah had 
sent him to them, 



(they said: "Kill with him the sons of those who believe and let their women live;) This was a 
second command from Fir' awn to kill the males of the Children of Israel. The first command 
had been as a precaution against the emergence of a man like Musa, or an act intended to 
humiliate this people or reduce their numbers or both. The second command was for the 
second reason, to humiliate the people so that they would regard Musa as a bad omen, they 
said: 



("We (Children of Israel) had suffered troubles before you came to us, and since you have come 
to us." He said: "It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you successors on 
the earth, so that He may see how you act") (7:129). Qatadah said, this was one command after 
another. 



(but the plots of disbelievers are nothing but in vain!) means, their schemes and intentions -- 
to reduce the numbers of the Children of Israel lest they prevail over them -- were doomed to 
failure. 



(Fir" awn said: "Leave me to kill Musa, and let him call his Lord!...") Fif awn, may Allah curse 
him, resolved to kill Musa, peace be upon him, i.e., he said to his people, ' let me kill him for 
you.' 



(and let him call his Lord!) means, " I do not care.' This isthe utmost in offensive stubbornness. 



(I fear that he may change your religion, or that he may cause mischief to appear in the land!) 
means, Musa; Fir' awn was afraid that Musa would lead his people astray and change their ways 
and customs. As if Fir' awn would be concerned about what Musa might do to his people! The 
majority understood this as meaning, 'he will change your religion and cause mischief to 
appear in the land.' 



(Musa said: "Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your Lord from every arrogant who believes 
not in the Day of Reckoning!") means, when he heard that Fir' awn had said, 



(Leave me to kill Musa,) Musa, peace be upon him, said, "I seek refuge and protection with 
Allah from his evil and the evil of those like him." So- he said: 



(Verily, I seek refuge in my Lord and your Lord) -- those who were being addressed here 



(from every arrogant) means, from every evildoer, 



(who believes not in the Day of Reckoning!) It was reported in the Hadith narrated from Abu 
Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, that when the Messenger of Allah was afraid of some 
people, he would say: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah, we seek refuge in You from their evil and we seek Your help in repulsing them. 



(28. And a believing man of Fir' awn's family, who hid his Faith said: "Would you kill a man 
because he says: ' My Lord is Allah,' and he has come to you with clear signs from your Lord And 
if he is a liar, upon him will be (the sin of) his lie; but if he is telling the truth, then some of 
that (calamity) wherewith he threatens you will befall on you." Verily, Allah guides not one 
who is a transgressor, a liar!) (29. "0 my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being 
dominant in the land. But who will save us from the torment of Allah, should it befall us" 
Fir' awn said: "I show you only that which I see, and I guide you only to the path of right 
policy!") 



Musa was supported by a believing Man from Fir awn's Family 

The well-known view is that this believing man was a Coptic (Egyptian) from the family of 
Fir' awn. As-Suddi said, he was a cousin son of the paternal uncle of Fir' awn. And it was said 
that he was the one who was saved along with Musa, peace be upon him. Ibn Jurayj reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said "No one from among the family of 
Fir' awn believed apart from this man, the wife of Fir' awn, and the one who said, 



("0 Musa! Verily, the chiefs are taking counsel together about you, to kill you.")" (28:20) This 
was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim. This man concealed his Faith from his people, the Egyptians, 
and did not reveal it except on this day when Fir' awn said, 



(Leave me to kill Musa,) The man was seized with anger for the sake of Allah, and the best of 
Jihad is to speak a just word before an unjust ruler, as is stated in the Hadith. There is no 
greater example of thisthan the wordsthat this man said to Fir' awn: 



(Would you kill a man because he says: " My Lord is Allah,) Al-Bukhari narrated a similar story in 
his Sahih from ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "I said to 
'Abdullah bin * Amr bin AI-' As, may Allah be pleased with him: 'Tell me, what was the worst 
thing the idolators did to the Messenger of Allah ' He said, 'While the Messenger of Allah was 
praying in the courtyard of the Ka' bah, ' Uqbah bin Abi Mu' it came and grabbed the shoulder 
of the Messenger of Allah and started twisting his garment so that it strangled him. Abu Bakr, 
may Allah be pleased with him, came and grabbed ' Uqbah's shoulder and pushed him away 
from the Prophet , then he said, 



(Would you kill a man because he says: ' My Lord is Allah,' and he has come to you with clear 
signs from your Lord).'" This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Allah's saying; 



(and he has come to you with clear signs from your Lord) means, "how can you kill a man just 
because he says, 'My Lord is Allah,' and he brings proof that what he is saying is the truth" 
Then, for the sake of argument, he went along with them and said, 



(And if he is a liar, upon him will be (the sin of) his lie; but if he is telling the truth, then some 
of that (calamity) wherewith he threatens you will befall on you. ) meaning, 'if you do not 
believe in what he is saying, then it is only common sense to leave him alone and not harm 
him; if he is lying, then Allah will punish him for his lies in this world and in the Hereafter. If he 
is telling the truth and you harm him, then some of what he is warning about will happen to 
you too, because he is threatening you with punishment in this world and in the Hereafter if 
you go against him. It is possible that he is telling the truth in your case, so you should leave 
him and his people alone, and not harm them.' Allah tells us that Musa asked Fir' awn and his 
people to leave them in peace, as Allah says: 



(And indeed We tried before them Fir' awn's people, when there came to them a noble 
Messenger, saying: "Deliver to me the servants of Allah. Verily, I am to you a Messenger worthy 
of all trust. And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Truly, I have come to you with a manifest 
authority. And truly, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, lest you should stone me. But if 
you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave me alone.") (44:17-21). Similarly, the 
Messenger of Allah told the Quraysh to leave him alone and let him call the servants of Allah to 
Allah; he asked them not to harm him, and to uphold the ties of kinship that existed between 
him and them, by not harming him. Allah says: 



(Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.") 
(42:23), meaning, 'do not harm me, because of the ties of kinship that exist between me and 
you; so do not harm me, and let me address my call to the people.' This was the basis of the 
truce agreed upon on the day of Al-Hudaybiyah, which was a manifest victory. 



(Verily, Allah guides not one who is a transgressor, a liar!) means, ' if the one who claims to 
have been sent by Allah is a liar, as you say, this would be obvious to everyone from his words 
and deeds, for they would be inconsistent and self-contradictory. But we can see that this man 
is upright and what he says is consistent. If he was a sinner and a liar, Allah would not have 
guided him and made his words and actions rational and consistent as you see them.' Then this 
believer warned his people that they would lose the blessings Allah bestowed upon them and 
that the vengeance of Allah would befall them: 



(0 my people! Yours is the kingdom today, you being dominant in the land.) means, ' Allah has 
blessed you with this kingdom, dominance in the land, power and authority, so take care of 



this blessing by giving thanks to Allah and believing in his Messenger, and beware of the 
punishment of Allah if you reject His Messenger.' 



(But who will save us from the torment of Allah, should it befall us) means, 'these soldiers and 
troops will not avail you anything and will not ward off the punishment of Allah, if He decides 
to punish us.' Fir' awn said to his people, in response to the advice of this righteous man who 
was more deserving of kingship than Fir' awn: 



(I show you only that which I see,) meaning, ' I only tell you and advise you to do that which I 
think is good for myself, too.' But Fir' awn lied, because he knew that Musa was telling the 
truth concerning the Message which he brought. 



( Musa said: "Verily, you know that these signs have been sent down by none but the Lord of 
the heavens and the earth.") (17:102) 



(And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully and arrogantly, though they were themselves 
convinced thereof) (27:14) 



(I show you only that which I see,) -- Fir' awn uttered a lie and a fabrication; he betrayed Allah 
and His Messenger, and cheated his people by not advising them sincerely. 



(and I guide you only to the path of right policy!) means, ' and I am only calling you to the path 
of truth, sincerity and guidance.' This was also a lie, but his people obeyed him and followed 
him. Allah says: 



(they followed the command of Fir' awn, and the command of Fir' awn was no right guide) 
(11:97). 



(And Fir' awn led his people astray, and he did not guide them.) (20:79) According to a Hadith: 



» 



« 

(There is no leader who dies having cheated his people, but he will never smell the fragrance 
of Paradise, and its fragrance can be detected from a distance of a five-hundred year 
journey.)" And Allah is the Guide to the straight path. 



(30. And he who believed said: "O my people! Verily, I fear for you an end like that day (of 
disaster) of the groups (of old)!") (31. "Like the end of the people of Nuh, and " Ad, and Thamud 
and those who came after them. And Allah wills no injustice for (His) servants.") (32. "And, 
my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when there will be mutual calling.") (33. A Day when 
you will turn your backs and flee having no protector from Allah. And whomsoever Allah sends 
astray, for him there is no guide.) (34. And indeed Yusuf did come to you, in times gone by, 
with clear signs, but you ceased not to doubt in that which he did bring to you, till when he 
died, you said: "No Messenger will Allah send after him." Thus Allah leaves astray him who is a 
transgressor and a skeptic.) (35. Those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, without any 
authority that has come to them, it is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah and to those who 
believe. Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant, tyrant.) Here Allah tells us that 
this righteous man, the believer from among the family of Fir' awn, warned his people of the 
punishment of Allah in this world and the Hereafter, saying, 



(0 my people! Verily, I fear for you an end like that day (of disaster) of the groups (of old)!) 
meaning, those of the earlier nations who disbelieved the Messengers of Allah, such as the 
people of Nuh, 'Ad, Thamud and the disbelieving nations who came after them, how the 
punishment of Allah came upon them and they had no one to protect them or ward off that 
punishment. 



(And Allah wills no injustice for (His) servants.) means, Allah destroyed them for their sins and 
for their disbelief in and rejection of His Messengers; this was His command and His decree 
concerning them that was fulfilled. Then he said: 



(And, my people! Verily, I fear for you the Day when there will be mutual calling.) meaning, 
the Day of Resurrection. 



(A Day when you will turn your backs and flee) means, running away. 



(No! There is no refuge! Unto your Lord will be the place of rest that Day.) (75:11-12) Allah 
says: 



(having no protector from Allah.) meaning, 'you will have no one to protect you from the 
punishment and torment of Allah.' 



(And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) means, whomever Allah sends 
astray will have no other guide except Him. Allah's saying: 



(And indeed Yusuf came to you, in times gone by, with clear signs,) refers to the people of 
Egypt. Allah sent a Messenger to them before the time of Musa, peace be upon him, in the 
person of Yusuf, peace be upon him, who attained a high position in the government of the 
people of Egypt. He was a Messenger who called his people to Allah with justice, but they did 
not obey him in matters of worshipping Allah, they only obeyed him in worldly matters that 
pertained to his position in the government. Allah says: 



(but you ceased not to doubt in that which he brought to you, till when he died, you said: "No 
Messenger will Allah send after him.") means, 'you despaired, and said by way of wishful 
thinking,' 



(No Messenger will Allah send after him.) This was because of their disbelief and rejection (of 
the Messengers). 



(Thus Allah leaves astray him who is a transgressor and a skeptic. ) means, this is the state of 
the one whom Allah sends astray because of his sinful actions and the doubts in his heart. 



(Those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, without any authority that has come to them,) 
means, those who attempt to refute truth with falsehood and who dispute the proof without 
evidence or proof from Allah, Allah will hate them with the utmost loathing. Allah says: 



(it is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah and to those who believe.) meaning, the believers 
too will despise those who are like this, and whoever is like this, Allah will put a seal on his 
heart so that after that he will not acknowledge anything good or denounce anything evil. Allah 
says: 



(Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant.) meaning, so that they cannot follow the 
truth. 



(tyrant.) 



(36. And Fir' awn said: "0 Haman! Build me a lofty tower that I may arrive at the ways --) (37. 
The ways of the heavens, and I may look upon the God of Musa, but verily, I think him to be a 
liar." Thus it was made fair seeming, in Fif awn's eyes, the evil of his deeds, and he was 
hindered from the path; and the plot of Fir" awn led to nothing but loss and destruction.) 



How Fir awn mocked the Lord of Musa 



Allah tells us of the arrogant and hostile defiance of Fir' awn and his rejection of Musa, when 
he commanded his minister Haman to build him a tower, i.e., a tall, high, strong fortress. He 
built it of bricks made from baked clay, as Allah says: 



(So kindle for me (a fire), Haman, to bake (bricks out of) clay, and set up for me a lofty 
tower) (28:38). 



(that I may arrive at the ways -- the ways of the heavens,) Sa' id bin Jubayr and Abu Salih said, 
"The gates of the heavens." Or it was said, the ways of the heavens. 



(and I may look upon the God of Musa, but verily, I think him to be a liar.) Because of his 
disbelief and defiance, he did not believe that Allah had sent Musa to him. Allah says: 



(Thus it was made fair seeming, in Fir' awn's eyes, the evil of his deeds, and he was hindered 
from the path;) means, this act of his building the tower , by means of which he wanted to 
deceive his people and make them think that he could prove that Musa was lying. Allah says: 



(and the plot of Fir' awn led to nothing but loss and destruction.) Ibn " Abbas and Mujahid said, 
"Meaning nothing but ruin." 



(38. And the man who believed said: "0 my people! Follow me, I will guide you to the way of 
right conduct.") (39. "O my people! Truly, this life of the world is nothing but an enjoyment, 
and verily, the Hereafter that is the home that will remain forever.") (40. "Whoever does an 
evil deed, will not be requited except the like thereof; and whosoever does a righteous deed, 
whether male or female and is a true believer, such will enter Paradise, where they will be 
provided therein without limit.") 



More of what the Believer from Fir awn's Family said 

This believer said to his people who persisted in their rebellion and transgression, and 
preferred the life of thisworld: 



(0 my people! Follow me, I will guide you to the way of right conduct.) This is in contrast to 
the false claim of Fir" awn: 



(and I guide you only to the path of right policy.) Then he sought to make them shun thisworld 
which they preferred to the Hereafter, and which had prevented them from believing in the 
Messenger of Allah, Musa, peace be upon him. He said: 



(0 my people! Truly, this life of the world is nothing but an enjoyment,) meaning, it is 
insignificant and fleeting, and soon it will diminish and pass away. 



(and verily, the Hereafter that is the home that will remain forever.) means, the abode which 
will never end and from which there will be no departure, which will be either Paradise or 
Hell. Allah says: 



(Whosoever does an evil deed, will not be requited except the like thereof;) means, one like it. 



(and whosoever does a righteous deed, whether male or female and is a true believer, such will 
enter Paradise, where they will be provided therein without limit.) means, the reward cannot 
be enumerated, but Allah will give an immense reward without end. And Allah is the Guide to 
the straight path. 



(41. "And my people! How is it that I call you to salvation while you call me to the Fire!") (42. 
"You invite me to disbelieve in Allah, and to join partners in worship with Him of which I have 
no knowledge; and I invite you to the Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving!") (43. "La Jarama, you call 
me to one that does not have a claim in this world or in the Hereafter. And our return will be 
to Allah, and the transgressors, they shall be the dwellers of the Fire!") (44. "And you will 



remember what I am telling you, and my affair I leave it to Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of 
(His) servants.") (45. So, Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted (against him), while 
an evil torment encompassed Fir' awn's people.) (46. The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning 
and afternoon. And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): 
"Admit Fir' awn's people into the severest torment!") 



The Conclusion of the Believer's Words, and the ultimate Destiny of 

both Parties 

That believer said: 'Why do I call you to salvation, which is the worship of Allah alone with no 
partner or associate, and belief in His Messenger, whom He has sent,' 



(while you call me to the Fire! You invite me to disbelieve in Allah, and to join partners in 
worship with Him of which I have no knowledge;) means, on the basis of ignorance, with no 
proof or evidence. 



(and I invite you to the Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving!) means, with all His might and pride, He 
still forgivesthe sin of the one who repentsto Him. 



(La Jarama, you call me to one) They say it means, "Truly." As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir said that the 
meaning of His saying: 



(La jarama) means "Truly." Ad-Dahhak said: 



(La Jarama) means, "No lie." ' Ali bin Abi Talhah and Ibn ' Abbas said: 



(La Jarama) means, "Indeed, the one that you call me to of idols and false gods 



(that does not have a claim in this world or in the Hereafter)." Mujahid said, "The idols that do 
not have anything." Qatadah said, "This means that idols possess no power either to benefit or 
to harm." As-Suddi said, "They do not respond to those who call upon them, either in this world 
or in the Hereafter." This is like the Ayah: 



(And who is more astray than one who calls on besides Allah, such as will not answer him till 
the Day of Resurrection, and who are unaware of their calls to them And when the people are 
gathered, they will become their enemies and deny their worship.) (46:5-6) 



(If you invoke them, they hear not your call; and if they were to hear, they could not grant it 
to you) (35:14). 



(And our return will be to Allah,) means, in the Hereafter, where He will reward or punish each 
person according to his deeds. He says: 



(and the transgressors, they shall be the dwellers of the Fire!) meaning, they will dwell therein 
forever, because of their great sin, which is associating others in worship with Allah. 



(And you will remember what I am telling you,) means, 'you will come to know the truth of 
what I enjoined upon 'you and forbade you to do, the advice I gave you and what I explained 



to you. You will come to know, and you will feel regret at the time when regret will be of no 
avai I . ' 



(and my affair I leave it to Allah.) means, " I put my trust in Allah and seek His help, and I 
renounce you utterly.' 



(Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) servants.) means, He knows all about them, may He be 
exalted and sanctified, and He guides those who deserve to be guided and sends astray those 
who deserve to be sent astray; His is the perfect proof, utmost wisdom and mighty power. 



(So Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted,) means, in this world and in the 
Hereafter; in this world, Allah saved him along with Musa, peace be upon him, and in the 
Hereafter (He will admit him) to Paradise. 



Proof of the Torment of the Grave 



(while an evil torment encompassed Fir' awn's people.) this refers to drowning in the sea, then 
being transferred from there to Hell, for their souls are exposed to the Fire morning and 
evening until the Hour begins. When the Day of Resurrection comes, their souls and bodies will 
be reunited in Hell. Allah says: 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): "Admit 
Fir' awn's people to the severest torment!") meaning, more intense pain and greater agony. 
This Ayah contains one of the major proofs used by the Ahlus-Sunnah to prove that there will 
be torment in the grave during the period of Al-Barzakh; it isthe phrase: 



(The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon). But the question arises: this Ayah 
was undoubtedly revealed in Makkah, but they use it as evidence to prove that there will be 



torment in the grave during the period of Al-Barzakh. Imam Ahmad recorded from 'A'ishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, that a Jewish woman used to serve her, and whenever ' A'ishah 
did her a favor, the Jewish woman would say, "May Allah save you from the torment of the 
grave. " " A'ishah said, "Then the Messenger of Allah came in, and I said, ' Messenger of Allah, 
will there be any torment in the grave before the Day of Resurrection' He said, 

« » 

(No, who said that) I said, 'This Jewish woman, whenever I do her a favor, she says: May Allah 
save you from the torment of the grave.'" The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The Jews are lying, and they tell more lies about Allah. There is no torment except on the Day 
of Resurrection.) Then as much time passed as Allah willed should pass, then one day he came 
out at midday, wrapped in his robe with his eyes reddening, calling at the top of his voice: 

» 



« 



(The grave is like patches of dark night! people, if you knew what I know, you would weep 
much and laugh little. people, seek refuge with Allah from the torment of the grave, for the 
torment of the grave is real.)" This chain of narration is Sahih according to the conditions of Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim, although they did not record it. It was said, 'how can this report be 
reconciled with the fact that the Ayah was revealed in Makkah and the Ayah indicates that 
there will be torment during the period of Al-Barzakh' The answer is that the Ayah refers to the 
souls (of Fir' awn and his people) being exposed to the Fire morning and evening; it does not 
say that the pain will affect their bodies in the grave. 3d it may be that this has to do 
specifically with their souls. With regard to there being any effect on their bodies in Al- 
Barzakh, and their feeling pain as a result, this is indicated in the Sunnah, in some Hadiths 
which we will mention below. It was said that this Ayah refers to the punishment of the 
disbelievers in Al-Barzakh, and that it does not by itself imply that the believer will be 
punished in the grave for his sins. This is indicated by the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad 
from 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, according to which the Messenger of Allah 
entered upon 'A'ishah when a Jewish woman was with her, and she (the Jewish woman) was 
saying, "I was told that you will be tried in the grave." The Messenger of Allah was worried and 
said: 



« » 

(Only the Jews will be tested.) ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Several nights 
passed, then the Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(Verily you will be tested in the graves.)" " Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "After 
that, the Messenger of Allah used to seek refuge with Allah from the torment of the grave." 
This was also recorded by Muslim. It could be said that this Ayah indicates that the souls will be 
punished in Al-Barzakh, but this does not necessarily imply that the bodies in their graves will 
be affected by that. When Allah revealed something about the torment of the grave to His 
Prophet , he sought refuge with Allah from that. And Allah knows best. The Hadiths which 
speak of the torment of the grave are very many. Qatadah said, concerning the Ayah, 



(morning and afternoon.): "(This means) every morning and every evening, for as long as this 
world remains, it will be said to them by way of rebuke and humiliation, people of Fir' awn, 
this is your position." Ibn Zayd said, "They are there today, being exposed to it morning and 
evening, until the Hour begins. 



(And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): "Cause 
Fif awn's people to enter the severest torment!") The people of Fif awn are like foolish 
camels, stumbling into rocks and trees without thinking." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 
x Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(When one of you dies, he is shown his place in Paradise or Hell morning and evening; if he is 
one of the people of Paradise, then he is one of the people of Paradise, and if he is one of the 
people of Hell, then he is one of the people of Hell. It will be said to him, this is your place 
until Allah resurrects you to go to it on the Day of Resurrection.)" It was also reported in the 
Two Sahihs. 



(47. And, when they will dispute in the Fire, the weak will say to those who were arrogant: 
"Verily, we followed you, can you then take from us some portion of the Fire") (48. Those who 
were arrogant will say: "We are all (together) in this (Fire)! Verily, Allah has judged between 
(His) servants!") (49. And those in the Fire will say to the keepers (angels) of Hell: "Call upon 
your Lord to lighten for us the torment for a day!") (50. They will say: "Did there not come to 
you, your Messengers with (clear) evidences" They will say: "Yes." They will reply: "Then call (as 
you like)! And the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!") 



The Dispute of the People of Hell 

Allah tells us how the people of Hell will dispute and argue with one another, and Fir' awn and 
his people will be among them. The weak, who were the followers, will say to those who were 
arrogant, who were the leaders and masters: 



(Verily, we followed you,) meaning, 'we obeyed you and heeded your call to disbelief and 
misguidance in the world, ' 



(can you then take from us some portion of the Fire) means, 'can you carry a part of our 
burden for us' 



(Those who were arrogant will say: "We are all (together) in this (Fire)!...") meaning, 'we will 
not bear any part of your burden for you; our own punishment is enough for us to bear.' 



(Verily, Allah has judged (His) servants!) means, 'He has shared out the punishment among us 
according to what each of us deserves'. This is like the Ayah: 



(He will say: "For each one there isdouble (torment), but you know not.") (7:38) 



(And those in the Fire will say to the keepers (angels) of Hell: "Call upon your Lord to lighten 
for us the torment for a day!") They know that Allah will not answer them and will not listen to 
their prayer, because He said, 



(Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!) (23:108), so they will ask the 
keepers of Hell, who are like jailers watching over the people of Hell, to pray to Allah to lessen 
the Fire for them if only for one day. But the keepers of Hell will refuse, saying to them, 



(Did there not come to you, your Messengers with (clear) evidences) meaning, was not proof 
established in the world on the lips of the Messengers 



(They will say: "Yes." They will reply: "Then call (as you like)!...") means, you are on your own. 
We will not pray for you or listen to you; we do not want you to be saved and we have nothing 
to do with you. Moreover, we tell you that it is all the same whether you offer supplication or 
not, because Allah will not respond and He will not lighten the torment for you.' They will say: 



(And the invocation of the disbelievers is nothing but in vain!) meaning, it will not be accepted 
or responded to. 



(51. Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this 
world's life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth, --) (52. The Day when their 
excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil 
abode.) (53. And, indeed We gave Musa the guidance, and We caused the Children of Israel to 
inherit the Scripture --) (54. A guide and a reminder for men of understanding.) (55. 3d be 
patient. Verily, the promise of Allah is true, and ask forgiveness for your fault, and glorify the 
praises of your Lord in the ' Ashi and in the Ibkar.) (56. Verily, those who dispute about the 
Ayat of Allah, without any authority having come to them, there is nothing else in their breasts 
except pride. They will never have it. So- seek refuge in Allah. Verily, it is He Who is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Seer.) 



The Victory of the Messengers and the Believers 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life). As-Suddi, "Allah never sends a Messenger to a people and they kill him or some of the 
believers who call them to the truth, then that generation passes away, but He then sends 
them someone who will support their call and will seek vengeance for their blood from those 
who did that to them in this world. So the Prophets and believers may be killed in this world, 
but their call will prevail in this world." Allah granted victory to His Prophet Muhammad and his 
Companions over those who had opposed him, disbelieved in him and shown hostility towards 
him. He caused His Word and His religion to prevail over all other religions, commanded him to 
emigrate from his people to Al-Madinah, where He gave him supporters and helpers. Then He 
caused him to prevail over the idolatorson the day of Badr, when He granted him victory over 
them and he humiliated them, killing their leaders and taking their elite prisoner, driving them 
before him in chains. Then he did them the favor of accepting ransom from them. Shortly after 
that, Allah enabled him to conquer Makkah, and he rejoiced in his return to his homeland, the 
sacred and holy land of Al-Haram. Through him, Allah saved it from its disbelief and Shirk. 
Then Allah enabled him to conquer the Yemen, and the entire Arabian Peninsula submitted to 
him, and the people entered the religion of Allah in crowds. Then Allah took him (in death), 
because of his high status and honor, and He established his Companions as his Khalifahs. They 
conveyed the religion of Allah from him, called mankind to Allah, they conquered many 
regions, countries and cities, and opened people's hearts, until the call of Muhammad spread 
throughout the world, east and west. This religion will continue to prevail until the Hour 
begins. Allah says: 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection 
the victory will be greater and more complete. Mujahid said, "The witnesses are the angels." 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers.) is referring to the same as; 



(...the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.) Others read it with that meaning; 



(And the Day the witnesses will stand forth, is a Day when there will be no profit to 
wrongdoers.) and the wrongdoers are the idolators. 



(their excuses) means, no excuse or ransom will be accepted from them. 



(Theirs will be the curse,) means, they will be cast out far away from the mercy of Allah. 



(and theirs will be the evil abode.) means, the Hell-fire, asAs-Suddi said, a terrible abode and 
dwellingplace. 

Indication that the Messenger and the Believers will prevail just as 
Musa and the Children of Israel prevailed 



(And, indeed We gave Musa the guidance.) means, the guidance and light with which Allah sent 
him. 



(and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit the Scripture.) means, 'We caused them to 
prevail in the end and they inherited the land and accumulated wealth of Fir' awn, because of 
their patience in obeying Allah and following His Messenger Musa.' The Scripture which they 
inherited, theTawrah, was 



(A guide and a reminder for men of understanding.) i.e. those of a sound and upright nature. 



(So be patient) means, ' Muhammad, 1 



(Verily, the promise of Allah is true,) means, " We have promised that your word will prevail 
and that the ultimate victory will be for you and those who follow you, and Allah does not 
break His promises. What We have told you is true and there is no doubt in it whatsoever.' 



(and ask forgiveness for your fault,) This encourages the Ummah to seek forgiveness. 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord in the " Ashi) meaning, at the end of the day and the 
beginning of the night, 



(and in the Ibkar.) meaning, at the beginning of the day and the end of the night. 



(Verily, those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah, without any authority having come to 
them,) means, they try to refute the truth with falsehood, and to refute sound evidence with 
dubious arguments, having no proof or evidence from Allah. 



(there is nothing else in their breasts except pride. They will never have it.) means, they are 
too proud to follow the truth and submit to the one who has brought it. But their attempts to 
suppress the truth and elevate falsehood will fail; the truth will prevail and their words and 
aspirations will be defeated. 



(So seek refuge in Allah. ) means, from being like these people, 



(Verily, it is He Who is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) or seek refuge with Him from being like 
these people who dispute about the Ayat of Allah without any authority having come to them. 



(57. The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind; 
yet, most of the people do not know.) (58. And not equal are the blind and those who see; nor 
those who believe, and do righteous good deeds, and those who do evil. Little do you 
remember!) (59. Verily, the Hour is surely coming, there is no doubt about it, yet most men 
believe not.) 



Life after Death 

Allah tells us that He will bring back His creation on the Day of Resurrection. That is very easy 
for Him, because He created the heavens and the earth, and creating them is greater than 
creating mankind, the first time and when He creates them again. The One Who is able to do 
that is able to do anything that is less than that. As Allah says: 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is able to do all things.) (46:33) 
And Allah says here: 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind; 
yet, most of mankind know not.) hence they do not think about or ponder this proof. Smilarly, 
many of the Arabs recognized that Allah had created the heavens and the earth, but they 
denied and rejected the idea of the resurrection; they acknowledged something which was 
greater than that which they denied. Then Allah says: 



(And not equal are the blind and those who see; nor are those who believe, and do righteous 
good deeds, and those who do evil. Little do you remember!) The blind man who cannot see 
anything is not the same as the sighted man who can see everything as far as his eyesight 
reaches-- there is a huge difference between them. By the same token, the righteous believers 
and the immoral disbelievers are not equal. 



(Little do you remember!) means, most of the people remember little. 



(Verily, the Hour (Day of Judgement) is surely coming,) means, it will indeed come to pass. 



(there is no doubt about it, yet most men believe not.) means, they do not believe in it, and in 
fact they doubt its existence altogether. 



(60. And your Lord said: "Call upon Me, I will answer you. Verily, those who scorn My worship 
they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!") 



The Command to call upon Allah By His grace and kindness, 

Allah encourages His servants to call upon Him, and He guarantees to respond. Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri used to say: "0 You Who love most those who ask of You, and You Who hate most 
those who do not ask of You, and there is no one like that apart from You, O Lord." This was 
recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Similarly; the poet said: "Allah hates not to be asked, and the son of 
Adam hates to be asked." Qatadah said that Ka' b Al-Ahbar said, "This Ummah has been given 
three things which were not given to any nation before, only to Prophets. When Allah sent a 
Prophet, He said to him, 'You are a witness over your nation.' But you have been made 
witnesses over mankind; it was said to the Prophets individually, 'Allah has not laid upon you 
any hardship in religion,' but He said to this entire Ummah: 



(and Allah has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) (22:78) and it was said to the 
Prophets individually; ~ Call upon Me, I will answer you,' but it was said to this Ummah, 



(Call upon Me, I will answer you)." This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Al-Nu' man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

l(lndeed the supplication isthe worship. )" Then he recited, 



(And your Lord said: "Call upon Me, I will answer you. Verily, those who scorn My worship they 
will surely enter Hell in humiliation!"). This was also recorded by the Sunan compilers; At- 
Tirmdhi, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 
It was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, and Ibn Jarir with a different chain 
of narration. Allah's saying: 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship) means, 'those who are too proud to call on Me and single 
Me out,' 



(they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) means, in disgrace and insignificance. Imam Ahmad 
recorded from * Amr bin Shu' ayb from his father, from his grandfather that the Prophet said: 

» 



« 



(The proud will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection like ants in the image of people, and 
everything will be stepping on them, humiliating them, until they enter a prison in Hell called 
Bulas. They will be fed flames of fire, and given for drink a paste of insanity dripping from the 
people the Fire.)" 



(61. Allah, it is He Who has made the night for you that you may rest therein and the day for 
you to see. Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind; yet, most of mankind give no thanks.) (62. 
That is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La ilaha ila Huwa. How then are you turning 
away) (63. Thus were turned away those who used to deny the Ayat of Allah.) (64. Allah, it is 
He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, and has given 
you shape and made your shapes good and pure (looking) and has provided you with good 
things. That is Allah, your Lord, so Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) (65. He is the 
Ever Living, La ilaha ilia Huwa; so invoke Him making the religion for Him Alone. All the praises 
and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exits.) 



Signs of the Power and Oneness of Allah 

Allah reminds us of His grace towards His creation in that He has given them the night in which 
they rest and relax from their activities so that they can go back to them for their livelihood 
during the day. He has given them the day with its light, so that they can undertake their 
journeys and engage in their business. 



(Truly, Allah is full of bounty to mankind; yet, most of mankind give no thanks.) means, they 
do not express gratitude for the favors which Allah bestows upon them. Then Allah says: 



(That is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all things, La ilaha ilia Huwa.) means, the One Who 
does all of these things is Allah, the One, the Unique, the Creator of all things, besides Whom 
there is no other god or lord. 



(How then are you turning away) means, 'how can you worship idols which cannot create 
anything but are themselves hand-made and carved' 



(Thus were turned away those who used to deny the Ayat of Allah) means, just as these people 
Quraysh were led astray by their worship of gods other than Allah, those who came before 



them also disbelieved and worshipped others, with no proof or evidence, but on the basis of 
ignorance and desires. They denied the signs and proof of Allah. 



(Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place) means, * He made it stable 
and spread it out for you, so that you might live on it and travel about in it; He strengthened it 
with the mountains so that it does not shake with you.' 



(and the sky as a canopy,) means, ' a roof covering and protecting the world.' 



(and has given you shape and made your shapes good) means, ' He created you in the best and 
most perfect form.' 



(and has provided you with good and pure things.) means, of food and drink in this world. Allah 
states that that He is the Creator of the dwelling place and of the inhabitants and of the 
provision; He isthe Creator and Provider, as He says in Surat Al-Baqarah: 



(0 mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and those who were before you so 
that you may have Taqwa. Who has made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a 
canopy, and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as a 
provision for you. Then do not set up rivals unto Allah while you know.) (2:21-22) And here 
Allah says, after mentioning the creation of all these things: 



(That is Allah, your Lord, so Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) meaning, exalted and 
sanctified and glorified be Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. Then He says: 



(He is the Ever Living, La ilaha ilia Huwa;) means, He is the Ever Living, from eternity to 
eternity, Who was, is and shall be, the First and the Last, the Manifest, the Hidden. 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa) means, there is none comparable or equal to Him. 



(so invoke Him making the religion for Him Alone.) means, affirm His Oneness by testifying that 
there is no God but He. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
after ending every prayer, ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr used to say: 

» 



« 



(There is no (true) God except Allah Alone with no partner or associate, to Him belongs the 
dominion and praise, for He is able to do all things; there is no strength and no power except 
with Allah; there is no (true) God except Allah and we worship none but Him; to Him belong 
blessings and virtue and goodly praise; there is no (true) God except Allah, we worship Him in 
all sincerity even though the disbelievers may hate that.) He said, "The Messenger of Allah used 
to say the Tahlil in this fashion after every prayer." Smilar was also recorded by Muslim, Abu 
Dawud and An-Nasa'i. 



(66. Say: "I have been forbidden to worship those whom you worship besides Allah, since there 
have come to me evidences from my Lord; and I am commanded to submit to the Lord of all 
that exists.) (67. It is He, Who has created you from dust, then from a Nutfah then from a clot 
(a piece of coagulated blood), then brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to 
reach the age of full strength, and afterwardsto be old -- though some among you die before -- 
and that you reach an appointed term in order that you may understand.) (68. It is He Who 
gives life and causes death. And when He decides upon a thing He says to it only: "Be!" - and it 
is.) 



The Prohibition of Shirk, the Order for Tawhid, and the Evidence 

Allah says, 'say, O Muhammad, to these idolators, that Allah forbids them to worship anyone, 
such as these idols and false gods, except Him.' Allah explains that no one apart from Him is 
deserving of worship, as He says: 



(It is He, Who has created you from dust, then from a Nutfah then from a clot (a piece of 
coagulated blood), then brings you forth as an infant, then (makes you grow) to reach the age 
of full strength, and afterwardsto be old.) meaning, He is the One Who Alone, with no partner 
or associate, causes you to pass through these different stages, and this happens in accordance 
with His command, will and decree. 



(though some among you die before) means, before being fully formed and emerging to this 
world; so his mother miscarries him. And there are some who die in infancy or in their youth, 
or when they are adults but before they reach old age, as Allah says: 



(that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs for 
an appointed term) (22:5). 



(and that you reach an appointed term in order that you may understand. ) Ibn Jurayj said, "In 
order that you may remember the Resurrection." Then Allah says: 



(It is He Who gives life and causes death.) meaning, He is the Only One Who does that, and 
none is able to do that except He. 



(And when He decides upon a thing He says to it only: "Be!" -- and it is.) means, He cannot be 
opposed or resisted. Whatever He wills definitely comes to pass. 



(69. See you not those who dispute about the Ayat of Allah How are they turning away) (70. 
Those who deny the Book, and that with which We sent Our Messengers they will come to 
know.) (71. When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the chains, they shall be 
dragged along,) (72. In the boiling water, then they will be burned in the Fire.) (73. Then it will 
be said to them: "Where are (all) those whom you used to consider partners") (74. "Besides 
Allah" They will say: "They have vanished from us. Nay, we did not call upon anything before." 
Thus Allah leads astray the disbelievers.) (75. That was because you had been exulting in the 
earth without any right, and that you used to rejoice extremely.) (76. Enter the gates of Hell 
to abide therein, and (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!) 



The End of Those Who dispute and deny the Signs of Allah 

Allah says, 'do you not wonder, Muhammad, at those who deny the signs of Allah and dispute 
the truth by means of falsehood, how their minds are diverted from the truth and are 
misguided' 



(Those who deny the Book, and that with which We sent Our Messengers) means, guidance and 
clear proof. 



(they will come to know.) This is a stern warning and clear threat from the Lord to these 
people. This is like the Ayah: 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) (77:15) 



(When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the chains.) means, the chains will be 
attached to the iron collars, and the keepers of Hell will drag them along on their faces, 
sometimesto the boiling water, and sometimesto the Fire. Allah says: 



(they shall be dragged along, in the boiling water, then they will be burned in the Fire. ) This is 
like the Ayat: 



(This is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go between it and the fierce boiling 
water!) (55:43-44). After describing how they will eat Zaqqum (a bitter tree of Hell) and drink 
Hamim (boiling water), Allah says: 



(Then thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of Hell.) (37:68), And Allah says: 



h(And those on the Left Hand -- how (unfortunate) will be those on the Left Hand In fierce hot 
wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, (that shadow) neither cool nor (even) 
pleasant.) until 



(Then moreover, verily, -- you the erring-ones, the deniers (of Resurrection)! You verily, will 
eat of the trees of Zaqqum. Then you will fill your bellies therewith, and drink boiling water on 
top of it. And you will drink (that) like thirsty camels! That will be their entertainment on the 
Day of Recompense!) (56: 41-44, 51-56), 



(Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners. Like boiling oil, it will boil in the 
bellies, like the boiling of scalding water. (It will be said:) "Seize him and drag him into the 
midst of blazing Fire, then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. Taste you (this)! 
Verily, you were (pretending to be) the mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you 
used to doubt!") (44:43-50) i.e., this will be said to them to rebuke and ridicule them. 



(Then it will be said to them: "Where are (all) those whom you considered partners -- besides 
Allah") means, it will be said to them, ' where are the idols whom you used to worship instead 
of Allah Can they help you today' 



(They will say: "They have vanished from us...") mean, they have gone away and they cannot do 
anything for us.' 



(Nay, we did not invoke (worship) anything before. ) means, they will deny that they 
worshipped them. This is like the Ayah: 



(There will then be (left) no Fitnah (excuse) for them but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were 
not those who joined others in worship with Allah.") (6:23) Allah says: 



(Thus Allah leads astray the disbelievers). 



(That was because you had been exulting in the earth without any right, and that you used to 
rejoice extremely.) means, the angels will say to them, 'what you are suffering now is your 
recompense for your exulting in the earth without any right, and for your extravagance.' 



(Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein, and (indeed) what an evil abode of the arrogant!) 
means, what a terrible abode and final destination, filled with humiliation and severe 
punishment for those who arrogantly ignored the signs of Allah and refused to accept His proof 
and evidence. And Allah knows best. 



(77. So be patient, verily, the promise of Allah is true and whether We show you some part of 
what We have promised them, or We cause you to die, then still it is to Us they all shall be 
returned.) (78. And, indeed We have sent Messengers before you, of some of them We have 
related to you their story. And of some We have not related to you their story, and it was not 
given to any Messenger that he should bring a sign except by the leave of Allah. But, when 
comes the commandment of Allah, the matter will be decided with truth, and the followers of 
falsehood will then be lost.) 



The Command to be Patient and Good News of Victory 



Here Allah commands His Messenger to patiently bear the rejection of those who rejected him: 
'Allah will fulfill His promise to you that you will be victorious and will prevail over your 
people, and you and those who follow you, will be the successful ones in this world and the 
Hereafter.' 



(and whether We show you some part of what We have promised them,) means, in this world, 
and this is what happened, for Allah gave them the joy of humiliating the leaders and nobles 
(of the Quraysh), who were killed on the day of Badr, then Allah granted them victory over 
Makkah and the entire Arabian Peninsula during the lifetime of the Prophet . 



(or We cause you to die, then still it is to Us they all shall be returned.) means, " and We shall 
inflict a severe punishment upon them in the Hereafter.' Then Allah says, consoling His 
Prophet : 



(And, indeed We have sent Messengers before you, of some of them We have related to you 
their story.) as Allah also says in Surat An-Nisa', meaning, 'We have revealed the stories of 
some of them and how their people disbelieved in them, but the Messengers ultimately 
prevailed.' 



(And of some We have not related to you their story, ) and they are many, many more than 
those whose stories have been told, as has been stated in Surat An-Nisa'. Praise and blessings 
be to Allah. 



(and it was not given to any Messenger that he should bring a sign except by the leave of 
Allah.) means, none of the Prophets was able to bring miracles to his people except when Allah 
granted him permission to do that as a sign of the truth of the message he brought to them. 



(But, when comes the commandment of Allah,) means, His punishment and vengeance which 
will encompass the disbelievers, 



(the matter will be decided with truth,) so the believers will be saved and the disbelievers will 
be destroyed. Allah says: 



(and the followers of falsehood will then be lost. 



(79. Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you may ride on some of them, and of 
some you eat.) (80. And you have (many other) benefits from them, and that you may reach by 
their means a desire that is in your breasts, and on them and on ships you are carried.) (81. 
And He shows you His Ayat. Which, then of the Ayat of Allah do you deny) 



The Cattle are also a Blessing from Allah and a Sign from Him 

Allah reminds His servants of His blessing in that He created the cattle Al-An' am for them, 
which refers to camels, cows and sheep; some of them they ride and some of them they eat. 
Camels may be ridden or eaten; their milk is drunk and they are used for carrying heavy 
burdens on journeys to distant lands. Cattle are eaten and their milk is drunk; they are also 
used for plowing the earth. Sheep are eaten and their milk is also drunk. The hair and wool of 
all of these animals is used to make tents, clothing and furnishings, as we have already 
discussed in Surat Al-An' am and Surat An-Nahl, etc. Allah says here: 



(Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you may ride on some of them, and of some 
you eat. And you have (many other) benefits from them, and that you may reach by their 
means a desire that is in your breasts, and on them and on ships you are carried.) 



(And He shows you His Ayat.) means, 'His proof and evidence, on the horizons and in 
yourselves.' 



(Which, then of the Ayat of Allah do you deny) means, you cannot deny any of His signs and 
proofs, unless you are stubborn and arrogant. 



(82. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what was the end of those before them 
They were more in number than them and mightier in strength, and in the traces in the land; 
yet all that they used to earn availed them not.) (83. Then when their Messengers came to 
them with clear proofs, they were glad (and proud) with that which they had of the knowledge 
(of worldly things). And that at which they used to mock, surrounded them.) (84. So when they 
saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to 
associate with Him as (His) partners.") (85. Then their Faith could not avail them when they 
saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of Allah in dealing with His servants. And 
there the disbelievers lost utterly.) 



The Lesson to be learned from what happened to Those Who Came 

before 

Allah tells us about the nations who rejected their Messengers in ancient times. He mentioned 
the severe punishment they suffered despite their great strength, He mentioned the traces 
which they left behind in the earth and the great wealth they amassed. None of that availed 
them anything and could not prevent the punishment of Allah at all. That is because when the 
Messengers came to them with clear signs and decisive evidence, they did not pay any 
attention to them. Instead, they were content with the knowledge with them, or so they 
claimed, and they said that they did not need what the Messengers brought them. Mujahid 
said, "They said, we know better than them, we will not be resurrected and we will not be 
punished." As-Suddi said, "In their ignorance, they rejoiced in what they had of (worldly) 
knowledge. 3d Allah sent upon them a punishment which they could not escape or resist." 



(and surrounded them.) means, encompassed them. 



(that at which they used to mock,) means, that which they used to disbelieve in and said would 
never happen, 



(So when they saw Our punishment,) means, when they saw with their own eyes the 
punishment which came upon them, they said, 



(We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with Him as (His) partners. 
) means, they affirmed that Allah is One and denied the false gods, but this was at the time 
when excuses were to no avail. This is like what Fir' awn said as he was drowning: 



(I believe that none has the right to be worshipped but He in Whom the Children of Israel 
believe, and I am one of the Muslims.) (10:90) But Allah said: 



(Now (you believe) while you refused to believe before and you were one of the the 
corrupters.) (10:91) meaning, Allah did not accept thisfrom him, because He had answered the 
prayer of His Prophet Musa, when he said, 



(And harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until they see the painful torment) 
(10:88). Allah says here: 



(Then their Faith could not avail them when they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the 
way of Allah in dealing with His servants.) means, this is the ruling of Allah concerning all those 
who repent only when they actually see the punishment: He does not accept that from them. It 
says in the Hadith: 

« » 

(Allah will accept the repentance of His servant so long as the death rattle is not sounding in 
his throat.) Once the death rattle is sounding and the soul has reached the throat, and the 
dying person actually seesthe angel (of death), then he can no longer repent. Allah says: 



(And there the disbelievers lost utterly.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Ghafir. Praise 
and thanks be to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Fussilat 

(Chapter -41) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. A revelation from the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) (3. A Book whereof 
the Ayat are explained in detail -- a Qur'an in Arabic for people who know.) (4. Giving glad 
tidings and warning, but most of them turn away, so they hear not.) (5. And they say: "Our 
hearts are under coverings from that to which you invite us; and in our ears is deafness, and 
between us and you is a screen, so work you (on your way); verily, we are working (on our 
way).") 

Description of the Qur'an, and what Those Who turn away from it 

say. 



(Ha Mim. A revelation from the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) means, the Qur'an is 
revealed from the Most Gracious, Most Merciful. This is like the Ayat: 



(Say Ruh Al-Qudus (Jibril) has brought it down from your Lord with truth) (16:102). 



(And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of all that exists, Which the trustworthy Ruh 
(Jibril) has brought down upon your heart that you may be (one) of the warners.) (26:192-194). 



(A Book whereof the Ayat are explained in detail) means, its meanings are clear and its rulings 
are sound and wise. 



(a Qur'an in Arabic) means, because it is a clear Arabic Qur'an, its meanings are precise and 
detailed and its words are clear and not confusing. This is like the Ayah: 



((This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are completed, and then explained in detail from One 
(Allah), Who is All-Wise Well-Acquainted) (11:1). meaning, it is miraculous in its wording and in 
its meanings. 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise.) (41:42). 



(for people who know.) means, this clear style will be readily understood by scholars who are 
thoroughly versed in knowledge. 



(Giving glad tidings and warning,) means, sometimes it brings glad tidings to the believers, and 
sometimes it brings a warning to the disbelievers. 



(but most of them turn away, so they hear not.) means, most of the Quraysh did not 
understand anything of it at all, despite the fact that it was so clear. 



(And they say: "Our heartsare under coverings...") meaning, they are wrapped and screened, 



(from that to which you invite us; and in our ears is deafness,) means, 'we are deaf to the 
message you bring to us.' 



(and between us and you is a screen,) ' so nothing of what you say reaches us. 



(so work you (on your way); verily, we are working) means, go your way, and we will go our 
way, and we will not follow you. 



(6. Say: "I am only a human being like you. It is revealed to me that your God is One God, 
therefore take straight path to Him and obedience to Him, and seek forgiveness of Him. And 
woe to the polyt heists. ) (7. Those who give not the Zakah and they are disbelievers in the 
Hereafter.) (8. Truly, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them will be an 
endless reward that will never stop.) 



The Call to Tawhid Allah says, 



(Say) ' Muhammad, to these disbelievers and idolators, 



(I am only a human being like you. It is revealed to me that your God is One God,) ' not like 
these idols and false gods which you worship. Allah is one God,' 



(therefore take straight path to Him) means, " worship Him Alone sincerely, in accordance with 
what He has commanded you through His Messengers.' 



(and seek forgiveness of Him) means, 'for your past sins.' 



(And woe to the polytheists.) means, doom and destruction istheir lot. 



(Those who give not the Zakah) " AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas that this means 
those who do not bear witness that there is no God except Allah. This was also the view of 
" Ikrimah. This is like the Ayat: 



(Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself. And indeed he fails who corrupts himself.) (91:9-10) 
And; 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers (glorifies) the Name 
of his Lord, and prays.) (87:14-15) And; 



(And say to him: "Would you purify yourself") (79:18) What is meant by Zakah here is 
purification of the soul, ridding oneself of all bad qualities, the worst of which is Shirk. The 
Zakah paid on one's wealth is so called because it purifies wealth, and it is a means of 



increasing it, blessing it and making it more beneficial, and a means of assisting one to use it in 
doing good deeds. Qatadah said, "They withheld the Zakah of their wealth." This is the 
apparent meaning according to many of the scholars of Tafsir, and this is the view favored by 
Ibn Jarir. But the matter is subject to further examination, because the obligation of Zakah 
was instituted during the second year after the Hijrah to Al-Madinah, according to what is 
stated by several scholars. Yet this Ayah was revealed in Makkah. However, it is not unlikely 
that the principle of giving charity and Zakah was already in place and had been enjoined at 
the beginning of the Prophet's mission, as Allah says: 



(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest) (6:141). As for the details of Zakah and 
how it is to be calculated according to the Nusub, were explained in Al-Madinah. This is how we 
may reconcile between the two opinions. Smilarly, prayer was originally enjoined before 
sunrise and before sunset at the beginning of the Prophet's mission; it was only on the Night of 
the Isra', a year and a half before the Hijrah, that Allah enjoined upon His Messenger the five 
daily prayers. The conditions and essential elements of prayer were explained later, in stages. 
And Allah knows best. Then Allah says: 



(Truly, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them will be an endless reward that 
will never stop.) Mujahid and others said, "It will never be cut off or decrease." This is like the 
Ayat: 



(They shall abide therein for ever.) (18:3) 



(a gift wit hout an end) (1 1 : 1 08) 



(9. Say: "Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth in two Days And you set up 
rivalswith Him That isthe Lord of all that exists.") (10. He placed therein firm mountainsfrom 
above it, and He blessed it, and measured therein its sustenance in four Days equal for all 
those who ask.) (11. Then He rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven when it was smoke, and said to 
it and to the earth: "Come both of you willingly or unwillingly." They both said: "We come 
willingly.") (12. Then He completed and finished their creation (as) seven heavens in two Days 
and He made in each heaven its affair. And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps 
(stars) to be an adornment as well as to guard. Such isthe decree of Him, the Almighty, the 
All-Knower.) 



Some Details of the Creation of this Universe Here 

Allah denounces the idolators who worship other gods apart from Him although He is the 
Creator, Subduer and Controller of all things. He says: 



(Say: "Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth in two Days And you set up rivals 
with Him") meaning, " false gods whom you worship alongside Him' 



(That isthe Lord of the that exists.) the Creator of all things isthe Lord of all the creatures. 
Here the Ayah; 



(Who created the heavens and the earth in Sx Days) (7:54). is explained in more detail; the 
creation of the earth and the creation of the heaven are discussed separately. Allah says that 



He created the earth first, because it is the foundation, and the foundation should be built 
first, then the roof. Allah says elsewhere: 



(He it is Who created for you all that is on the earth. Then He rose over (Istawa ila) the heaven 
and made them seven heavens) (2:29). With regard to the Ayat: 



(Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He constructed He raised its height, and 
has perfected it. Its night He covers with darkness and its forenoon He brings out (with light). 
And after that He spread the earth, And brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture. And 
the mountains He has fixed firmly, (to be) a provision and benefit for you and your cattle.) 
(79:27-33) This Ayah states that the spreading out of the earth came after the creation of the 
heavens, but the earth itself was created before the heavens according to some texts. This was 
the response of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, as recorded by Al-Bukhari in his 
Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih. He recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said: "A man said to Ibn 
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: ' I find some things in the Qur'an which confuse 
me: 



(There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they ask of one another) (23:101) 



(And they will turn to one another and question one another) (37:27), 



(but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah) (4:42), 



(By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in worship with Allah) (6:23) But in 
this Ayah they did hide something. And Allah says: 



(Are you more difficult to create or isthe heaven that He constructed) until; 



(And after that He spread the earth.) (79:27-30) So He mentioned the creation of the heavens 
before the earth, then He said: 



(Say: "Do you verily disbelieve in Him Who created the earth in two Days...") until; 



(We come willingly.) Here He mentioned the creation of the earth before the creation of the 
heavens. And He says: 



(verily, Allah (Kana) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) (4:23). 



(Most Powerful, All -Wise) (4:56). 



(All-Hearer, All-Seer) (4:58). It is as if He was and is no longer.' Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, replied: 



(There will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they ask of one another) (23:101), this 
will happen when the Trumpet is blown for the first time. 



(And all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him 
whom Allah wills) (39:68), and at that time there will be no kinship among them, nor will they 
ask of one another. Then when the Sur will be blown again, 



(And they will turn to one another and question one another) (37:27). With regard to the Ayat, 



(By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in worship with Allah) (6:23) and 



(but they will never be able to hide a single fact from Allah) (4:42), Allah will forgive the 
sincere believers their sins, then the idolators will say, ' Let us say that we never joined others 
in worship with Allah.' Then a seal will be placed over their mouths, and their hands will speak. 
Then it will be known that not a single fact can be hidden from Allah, and at that point, 



(those who disbelieved will wish) (4:42). Allah created the earth in two days, then He created 
the heavens, then He (Istawa ila) the heaven and gave it its shape in two more days. Then He 
spread the earth, which means that He brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture. And 
He created the mountains, sands, inanimate things, rocks and hills and everything in between, 
in two more days. This is what Allah says: 



((He) spread (the earth)) (79:30) And Allah's saying: 



((He) created the earth in two Days) Sb He created the earth and everything in it in four days, 
and He created the heavens in two days. 



(verily, Allah (Kana) is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) (4:23). This is how He described Himself, 
and this is how He still is. Whatever Allah wills comes to pass, so do not be confused about the 
Qur'an, for all of it comes from Allah.'" This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. 



((He) created the earth in two Days) means, on Sunday and Monday. 



(He placed therein firm mountains from above it, and He blessed it,) means, He blessed it and 
gave it the potential to be planted with seeds and bring forth produce. 



(And measured therein its sustenance) means, what its people need of provision and places in 
which to plant things and grow crops. This was on Tuesday and Wednesday, which together 
with the two previous days add up to four days. 



(in four Days equal for all those who ask.) meaning, for those who want to ask about that, so 
that they might know. ' Ikrimah and Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 



(and measured therein its sustenance): "He placed in every land that which is not suited for any 
other land." Ibn ' Abbas, Qatadah and As-Suddi said, concerning the Ayah, 



(equal for all those who ask): this means, "For whoever wantsto ask about that." Ibn Zayd said: 



(and measured therein its sustenance in four Days equal for all those who ask. ) "According to 
whatever a person who is need of provision wants, Allah measures out for him what he needs." 
This is like what they said concerning the Ayah: 



(And He gave you of all that you asked for) (14:34). And Allah knows best. 



(Then He rose over (Istawa ila) towards the heaven when it was smoke,) i.e., steam which 
arose from it when the earth was created. 



(and said to it and to the earth: "Come both of you willingly or unwillingly.") meaning, ' respond 
to My command and be subjected to this action, willingly or unwillingly.' 



(They both said: "We come willingly.") meaning, 'we will respond to You willingly and 
everything that You want to create in us -- angels, Jinn and men -- will all be obedient to You.' 



(Then He completed and finished their creation (as) seven heavens in two Days) means, He 
finished forming them as seven heavens in two more days, which were Thursday and Friday. 



(and He decreed in each heaven its affair. ) means, He placed in each heaven whatever it 
needs of angels and things which are known only unto Him. 



(And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps) means, the stars and planets which 
shine on the people of the earth. 



(as well as to guard.) means, as protection against the Shayatin, lest they listen to the angels 
on high. 



(Such is the Decree of Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower) means, the Almighty Who has 
subjugated all things to His control, the All-Knower Who knows all the movements of His 
creatures. 



(13. But if they turn away, then say: "I have warned you of a Sa' iqah like the Sa iqah which 
overtook * Ad and Thamud.") (14. When the Messengers came to them, from before them and 
behind them (saying): "Worship none but Allah," they said: "If our Lord had so willed, He would 
surely have sent down the angels. So, indeed we disbelieve in that with which you have been 
sent.") (15. As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is 
mightier than us in strength" See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in 
strength than them. And they used to deny Our Ayat!) (16. So, We sent upon them a Sarsar 
wind in days of calamity that We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this present 
worldly life. But surely the torment of the Hereafter will be more disgracing, and they will 
never be helped.) (17. And as for Thamud, We showed them the path of truth but they 
preferred blindness to guidance; so the Sa' iqah of disgracing torment seized them because of 
what they used to earn.) (18. And We saved those who believed and had Taqwa.) 



A Warning to the Disbelievers and a Reminder of the Story of ' Ad 

and Thamud 

says: 'Say, Muhammad, to these idolators who disbelieve in the message of truth that you 
have brought: If you turn away from that which I have brought to you from Allah, then I warn 
you of the punishment of Allah like the punishment that the past nations suffered for 
disbelieving in the Messengers.' 



(a Sa' iqah like the Sa' iqah which overtook ' Ad and Thamud.) and other similar nations who did 
what they did, 



(When the Messengers came to them, from before them and behind them) This is like the Ayah: 



(And remember (Hud) the brother of 'Ad, when he warned his people in Al-Ahqaf. And surely, 
there have passed away warners before him and after him) (46:21). which means that in the 
neighboring towns and cities, Allah sent Messengers who commanded the people to worship 
Allah Alone with no partner or associate, and they brought good news as well as warnings. They 
saw the punishment Allah sent upon His enemies, and the blessings which He bestowed upon 
His friends, yet despite all of this, they did not believe in them. On the contrary, they denied 
them and rejected them, and said: 



(If our Lord had so willed, He would surely have sent down the angels.) meaning, if Allah were 
to send Messengers, they would be angeissent from His presence. 



(So, indeed we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent.) means, ' because you are a 
mere human; we will not follow you because you are just men like us.' 



(As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right.) means, they were arrogant, 
stubborn and disobedient. 



(and they said: "Who is mightier than us in strength") They boasted of their physical strength, 
and power; they thought that this would protect them from Allah's punishment. 



(See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than them.) means, do 
they not realize, when they are showing enmity, that He is the Almighty Who created all things 
and gave them whatever strength they have, and that His onslaught will be far greater This is 
like the Ayah: 



(With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are able to extend the vastness of space 
thereof.) (51:47) They openly opposed the Almighty and denied His signs and disobeyed His 
Messenger. Allah said: 



(So We sent upon them a Sarsar wind). Some said that this was a strongly blowing wind; others 
said that it was a cold wind. It was also said that it is the wind that makes a noise. The truth 
that it was all of these things, for it was a strong wind that was an apt punishment for their 
being deceived by their physical strength. It was also intensely cold, as Allah says: 



(with a Sarsar wind!) (69:6), meaning a very cold wind. It also made a furious sound. 
Additionally, there is a famous river in the east which is called Sarsar because of the noise it 
makes as it flows. 



(in days of calamity) means, consecutive days. 



(seven nights and eight days in succession) (69: 7). This is like the Ayah: 



(on a day of calamity, continuous) (54:19) i.e., the punishment began on a day which was of 
evil omen for them, and this evil omen continued for them, 



(seven nights and eight days in succession) (69:7) until they were destroyed, every last one of 
them, and their humiliation in this world wasjoined to their punishment in the Hereafter. Allah 
says: 



(that We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this present worldly life. But surely 
the torment of the Hereafter will be more disgracing.) meaning, more humiliating for them. 



(and they will never be helped.) means, in the Hereafter, just as they were never helped in 
this world, and they had no one who could protect them from Allah or save them from His 
punishment. 



(And as for Thamud, We showed them the path of truth) Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, Abu Al-Aliyah, Sa id bin Jubayr, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said, "We explained to 
them. "Ath-Thawri said, "We called them." Allah's saying; 



(but they preferred blindness to guidance;) means, 'We showed them the truth and made it 
clear to them through the words of their Prophet Salih, but they opposed him and rejected 
him, and they slaughtered the she-camel of Allah which He had made a sign for them of the 
truth of their Prophet.' 



(so the Sa iqah of disgracing torment seized them) means, Allah sent upon them the Sayhah, 
earthquake, intense humiliation, punishment and torment. 



(because of what they used to earn) means, because of their disbelief and rejection. 



(And We saved those who believed) means, 'We saved them from among them, and no harm 
came to them;' Allah saved them along with His Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, because of 
their fear of Allah. 



(19. And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be gathered to the Fire, then they 
will be driven.) (20. Till, when they reach it, their hearing (ears) and their eyes and their skins 
will testify against them asto what they used to do.) (21. And they will say to their skins, "Why 
do you testify against us" They will say: "Allah has caused us to speak - as He causes all things 
to speak, and He created you the first time, and to Him you are made to return.") (22. And you 
have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest your ears and your eyes and your skins 



should testify against you; but you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were doing.) 
(23. And that thought of yours which you thought about your Lord, has brought you to 
destruction; and you have become of those utterly lost!) (24. Then, if they bear the torment 
patiently, then the Fire isthe home for them, and if they seek to please Allah, yet they are not 
of those who will ever be allowed to please Allah.) 



On the Day of Judgement, the Sinners' Limbs will testify against 

Them 



(And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be gathered to the Fire, then they will 
be driven.) means, remind these idolators of the Day when they will be gathered to the Fire 
and they will be driven, i.e., the keepers of Hell will gather the first of them with the last of 
them, as All ah says elsewhere: 



(And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state) (19:86). n 



(Till, when they reach it,) means, when they stand at its edge, 



(their hearing (ears) and their eyes and their skins will testify against them as to what they 
used to do.) means, all their deeds, earlier and later; not a single letter will be concealed. 



(And they will say to their skins, "Why do you testify against us") they will blame their limbs 
and their skins when they testify against them, at which point their limbs will answer: 



(They will say: "Allah has caused us to speak-- as He causes all things to speak, and He created 
you the first time,) means, and He cannot be opposed or resisted, and to Him you will return. 
Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar narrated that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"The Messenger of Allah laughed and smiled one day, and said: 

« » 

(Will you not ask about why I laughed)" They said, "O Messenger of Allah, why did you laugh" He 
said: 



» 



« 



(I was amazed at how a servant will dispute with his Lord on the Day of Resurrection. He will 
say, "My Lord, did You not promise me that you would not treat me unjustly" Allah will say, 
"Yes." The man will say, "I will not accept any witness against me except from myself." Allah 
will say, "Is it not sufficient that I and the angels, the noble scribes, are witnesses" These words 
will be repeated several times, then a seal will be placed over his mouth and his organs (or 
limbs) will speak about what he used to do. Then he will say, "Away with you! It was only for 
your sake that I was arguing!")" It was recorded by him and Ibn Abi Hatim. It was also recorded 
by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Burdah said that Abu Musa said, "The 
disbeliever or the hypocrite will be called to account and his Lord will show him his deeds, but 
he will deny them and say, ' Lord, by Your glory, this angel has written about me something 
that I did not do.' The angel will say to him, " Did you not do such and such on such and such a 
day in such and such a place' He will say, " No, by Your glory Lord, I did not do it.' When he 



does that, a seal will be placed over his mouth." Al-Ash' ari, may Allah be pleased with him, 
said, "I think that the first part of his body to speak will be his right thigh." Allah's saying: 



(And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest your ears and your eyes and your 
skins should testify against you;) means, their organs and skins will say to them, when they 
blame them for testifying against them, ' you did not hide from us what you used to do, on the 
contrary, you openly committed disbelief and sin, and you claimed that you did not care, 
because you did not believe that Allah knew about all your deeds.' Allah says: 



(but you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were doing. And that thought of yours 
which you thought about your Lord, has brought you to destruction;) meaning, 'this evil 
thought, i.e., your belief that Allah did not know much of what you were doing, is what has 
caused you to be doomed and has made your losers before your Lord.' 



(and you have become of those utterly lost!) means, 'in the place of Resurrection, you have 
lost your own selves and your families.' Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "I was hiding beneath the covering of the Ka' bah, and three men came 
along -- a man from the Quraysh and two of his brothers-in-law from Thaqif, or a man from 
Thaqif and two of his brothers-in-law from the Quraysh. Their bellies were very fat, and did not 
have much understanding. They said some words I could not hear, then one of them said, ' Do 
you think that Allah can hear what we are saying now' The other said, ' If we raise our voices, 
He will hear it, but if we do not raise our voices, He will not hear it.' The other said, ' If He can 
hear one thing from us, He can hear everything.' I mentioned this to the Prophet , then Allah 
revealed the words: 



(And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest your ears and your eyes and your 
skins should testify against you) until; 



(of those utterly lost!) This is how it was recorded by At-Tirmidhi. A similar report was also 
narrated by Ahmad (through a different chain), Muslim and At-Tirmidhi, and Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim also recorded (a different chain). 



(Then, if they bear the torment patiently, then the Fire is the home for them, and if they seek 
to please Allah, yet they are not of those who will ever be allowed to please Allah.) means, 
whether they bear it patiently or not, they are in the Fire and they will have no escape or way 
out from it, and even if they try to please Allah and offer excuses, nothing of that will be 
accepted from them. Ibn Jarir said, "The meaning of the Ayah, 



(and if they seek to please Allah,) is: They will ask to go back to this world, but this plea will 
not be answered. This is like the Ayah: 



(They will say: "Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) erring people. Our 
Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers." He 
will say: "Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!")" (23:106-108). 



(25. And We have assigned for them intimate companions (in this world), who have made fair 
seeming to them, what was before them and what was behind them. And the Word is justified 
against them as it was justified against those who were among the previous generations of Jinn 
and men that had passed away before them. Indeed they (all) were the losers.) (26. And those 
who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur'an, and make noise in the midst of its (recitation) 
that you may overcome.") (27. But surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment, and certainly, We shall requite them the worst of what they used to do.) (28. 
That is the recompense of the enemies of Allah: the Fire. Therein will be for them the eternal 
home, a recompense for that they used to deny Our Ayat.) (29. And those who disbelieve will 
say: "Our Lord! Show us those among Jinn and men who led us astray, that we may crush them 
under our feet so that they become the lowest.") 



The intimate Companions of the Idolators make Evil Actions 

attractive to Them Allah tells us that He is the One Who sends the 

idolators astray, and that this happens by His will and decree. He is 

the All-Wise in His actions, when He appoints for them close 
companions from among the devils of men and Jinn. 



(who have made fair seeming to them, what was before them and what was behind them.) 
means, they made their deeds attractive to them in the past. As far as the future is concerned, 
they only see themselves as doing good, as Allah says: 



(And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint for 
him a Shaytan to be a companion for him. And verily, they hinder them from the path, but they 
think that they are guided aright!) (43:36-37) 



(And the Word is justified against them) means, the Word of torment, just as it was justified 
against the nations of the past who did what they did, men and Jinn alike. 



(Indeed they (all) were the losers.) means, they are all equal in terms of loss and being 
doomed. 

How the disbelievers advised One Another not to listen to the 
Qur'an, and the Recompense for that 



(And those who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur'an...") means, they advised one another 
not to pay heed to the Qur'an or obey its commands. 



(and make noise in the midst of its) means, when it is recited, do not listen to it. This was the 
view of Mujahid. "And make noise in the midst of its (recitation)" means whistling and trying to 
make the Messenger of Allah confused when he recited Qur'an, which is what the Quraysh did. 



(that you may overcome.) means, this is the practice of these ignorant disbelievers and those 
who follow in their footsteps, when they hear the Qur'an. Allah commanded us to be different 
from that, and said: 



(So, when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that you may receive mercy.) (7:204). 
Then Allah says: 



(But surely, We shall cause those who disbelieve to taste a severe torment, ) meaning, in 
return for what they do when they hear the Qur'an. 



(and certainly, We shall requite them the worst of what they used to do.) means, for their evil 
deeds. 



(That is the recompense of the enemies of Allah: the Fire. Therein will be for them the eternal 
home, a recompense for that they used to deny Our Ayat. And those who disbelieve will say: 
"Our Lord! Show us those among Jinn and men who led us astray, that we may crush them 
under our feet so that they become the lowest.") It was reported that ' Ali, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, concerning the phrase, 



(those who led us astray): "Iblis and the son of Adam who killed his brother." As-Suddi reported 
that ' AM, may Allah be pleased with him, said; "Iblis is followed by everyone who commits Shirk 
and the son of Adam is followed by everyone who commits a major sin. So Iblis is the one who 
calls people to every evil thing, such as Shirk and lesser sins." As for the first son of Adam, it is 
as confirmed in the Hadith: 



» 



« 



(No soul is wrongfully killed, but a share of the burden of that sin will be upon the first son of 
Adam, because he was the first one who set the precedent of killing another.) 



(that we may crush them under our feet) means, ' make them beneath us in the torment, so 
that they will be punished more severely than us.' 



(so that they become the lowest.) means, in the lowest level of Hell, as already mentioned in 
Al-A' raf, where the followers ask Allah to multiply the torment for their leaders: 



((Allah) said: "For each one there isdouble (torment), but you know not.") (7:38) i.e., Allah will 
give each of them the torment and punishment they deserve for their deeds. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add torment 
to the torment because they used to spread corruption.) (16:88). 



(30. Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm, on them the angels 
will descend (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you 
have been promised!") (31. "We have been your friends in the life of this world and are (so) in 
the Hereafter. Therein you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and therein you shall have 
(all) for which you ask.") (32. "An entertainment from the Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 



Glad Tidings to Those Who believe in Allah Alone and stand firm 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm,) means, they do good 
deeds sincerely for the sake of Allah, and they obey Allah, doing what Allah has prescribed for 



them. Ibn Jarir recorded that Sa' id bin ' Imran said, "I read this Ayah to Abu Bakr As-3ddiq, 
may Allah be pleased with him: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm,) He said, ' Those are the 
ones who do not associate anything with Allah.'" Then he reported a narration of Al-Aswad bin 
Hilal, who said, "Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 'What do you say 
about this Ayah: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm,)' They said: 



("Our Lord is Allah," and then they stand firm,) 'They shun sin.' He said, 'You have not 
interpreted it improperly.' They say: ' Our Lord is Allah, then they stand firm and do not turn to 
any other god besides Him. '" This was also the view of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, As-Suddi and others. 
Ahmad recorded that Sufyan bin 'Abdullah Ath-Thaqafi said, "I said, ' O Messenger of Allah, tell 
me something that I can adhere to.' He said: 

« : » 

(Say, my Lord is Allah, then stand firm.) I said, ' Messenger of Allah, what do you fear most 
for me' The Messenger of Allah took hold of the edge of his tongue and said, 

« » 

(This is.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 
Muslim also recorded it in his Sahih, and An-Nasa'i recorded that Sufyan bin 'Abdullah Ath- 
Thaqafi said, "I said, '0 Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam that I will not have 
to ask anyone about it after you.' He said: 

« : » 

(Say: I believe in Allah, then stand firm.)" -- then he mentioned the rest of the Hadith. 



(on them the angels will descend). Mujahid, As-Suddi, Zayd bin Aslam and his Zayd's son said, 
"This means, at the time of death, and they will say, 



(Fear not). " Mujahid, ' Ikrimah and Zayd bin Aslam said, "This means not to fear "that which 
you will face in the Hereafter." 



(nor grieve!) Mor what you have left behind of worldly things, children, family, wealth and 
debt, for we will take care of it for you.' 



(But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been promised!) So they give glad 
tidings of the end of bad things and the arrival of good things. This is like what is said in the 
Hadith narrated by Al-Bara', may Allah be pleased with him: 

: » 



« 



(The angels say to the soul of the believer, "Come out, good soul from the good body in 
which you used to dwell, come out to rest, and provision and a Lord Who is not angry.") It was 
said that the angels will come down to them on the Day when they are brought out of their 
graves. Zayd bin Aslam said, "They will give him glad tidings when he dies, in his grave, and 
when he is resurrected." This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim, and this view reconciles all the 
opinions; it is a good view and it istrue. 



(We have been your friends in the life of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. ) means, the 
angels will say to the believers when death approaches: "We have been your friends, i.e., your 
close companions, in this world, protecting you and helping you by the command of Allah, and 
we will be with you in the Hereafter, keeping you from feeling lonely in your graves and when 
the Trumpet is blown; we will reassure you on the Day of Resurrection and will take you across 
the Srat and bring you to the Gardens of delight." 



(Therein you shall have (all) that your souls desire,) means, ' in Paradise you will have all that 
you wish for and that will delight you.' 



(and therein you shall have (all) for which you ask.) means, 'whatever you ask for, it will 
appear before you as you wish it to be.' 



(An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) means, 'a welcoming gift and a 
blessing from the One Who has forgiven your sins and Who is Merciful and Kind towards you, 
Who has forgiven you, concealed your faults and been Kind and Merciful.' 



(33. And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, and does righteous deeds, and 
says: "I am one of the Muslims.") (34. The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal. Repel 
(the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, 
(will become) as though he was a close friend.) (35. But none is granted it except those who 
are patient -- and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this world.) (36. 
And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you away, then seek refuge in Allah. Verily, He 
isthe All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 



The Virtue of calling Others to Allah 



(And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah,) means, he calls the servants of 
Allah to Him. 



(and does righteous deeds, and says: "I am one of the Muslims.") means, he himself follows that 
which he says, so it benefits him as well as others. He is not one of those who enjoin good but 
do not do it themselves, or who forbid evil yet they do it themselves. He does good and avoids 
doing evil, and he calls people to their Creator, may He be blessed and exalted. This is general 
in meaning and applies to everyone who calls people to what is good and is himself guided by 
what he says. The Messenger of Allah is the foremost among people in this regard, as 
Muhammad bin Srin, As-Suddi and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said. It was also said 
that what was meant here isthe righteous Mu'adhdhin, as it was mentioned in Sahih Muslim: 

« » 

(The Mu'adhdhins will be the ones with the longest necks on the Day of Resurrection.)" In As- 
Sunan it is reported that the Prophet said: 



» 



« 



(The Imam is a guarantor and the Mu'adhdhin is in a position of trust. May Allah guide the 
Imams and forgive the Mu'adhdhin.)" The correct view is that the Ayah is general in meaning, 
and includes the Mu'adhdhin and others. When this Ayah was revealed, the Adhan had not been 
prescribed at all. The Ayah was revealed in Makkah, and the Adhan was prescribed in Al- 
Madinah after the Hijrah, when it was shown to 'Abdullah bin 'Abd Rabbihi Al-Ansari in a 
dream. He told the Messenger of Allah about it, and he told him to teach it to Bilal, may Allah 
be pleased with him, who had a more beautiful voice, as we have discussed elsewhere. So the 
correct view is that the Ayah is general in meaning, as " Abdur-Razzaq said, narrating from 
Ma' mar, from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, who recited this Ayah: 



(And who is better in speech than he who invites to Allah, and does righteous deeds, and says: 
"I am one of the Muslims.") and said, "This is the beloved of Allah, this is the close friend of 
Allah, this isthe chosen one of Allah, this isthe most beloved of the all the people of earth to 
Allah. He responded to the call of Allah and called mankind to that to which he had responded. 
He did righteous deeds in response and said, " I am one of the Muslims.' This is Allah's Khalifah." 



Wisdom in Da' wah etc. 



(The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.) means, there is a huge difference between 
them. 



(Repel (the evil) with one which is better,) means, * when someone does you wrong, repel him 
by treating him well,' as " Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "There is no better 
punishment for one who has disobeyed Allah with regard to you, than your obeying Allah with 
regard to him." 



(then verily he, between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a 
close friend.) means, ' if you treat well those who treat you badly, this good deed will lead to 
reconciliation, love and empathy, and it will be as if he is a close friend to you and he will feel 
pity for you and be kind to you.' Then Allah says: 



(But none is granted it except those who are patient) meaning, no one accepts this advice and 
works according to it, except for those who can be patient in doing so, for it is difficult for 
people to do. 



(and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion) means, the one who has a great 
portion of happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 
' Abbas explained this Ayah: "Allah commands the believers to be patient when they feel angry, 
to be forbearing when confronted with ignorance, and to forgive when they are mistreated. If 
they do this, Allah will save them from the Shaytan and subdue their enemies to them until 
they become like close friends." 



(And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you away, then seek refuge in Allah.) means, 
the devils among men may be deceived by your kind treatment of him, but the devils among 
the Jinn, when they insinuate their evil whispers, cannot be dealt with except by seeking 
refuge with the Creator Who gave him power over you. If you seek refuge with Allah and turn 
to Him, He will stop him from harming you and bring his efforts to naught. When the Messenger 
of Allah stood up to pray, he would say: 



» 

« 

(I seek refuge in Allah the All-Hearing, All-Knowing, from the accursed Shaytan and his evil 
insinuations, breath and impurity.)" We have already stated that there is nothing like this in the 
Qur'an, apart from the passage in Surat Al-A' raf, where Allah says: 



(Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish. And if an evil whisper 
comes to you from Shaytan, then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 
(7:199-200) and the passage in Surat Al-Mu'minun where Allah says: 



(Repel evil with that which is better. We are Best -Acquainted with the things they utter. And 
say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings of the Shayatin. And I seek refuge 
with You, My Lord! lest they should come near me.") (23:96-98) 



(37. And from among His signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon. Do not 
prostrate yourselves to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who created 
them, if you worship Him.) (38. But if they are too proud, then there are those who are with 
your Lord glorify Him night and day, and never are they tired.) (39. And among His signs; that 
you see the earth barren, but when We send down water to it, it is stirred to life and growth. 
Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the dead. Indeed He is Able to do all 
things.) 



Here Allah reminds His Creation of His power, and that He is the One Who has no equal, and He 
is Able to do all things. Allah's saying; 



(And from among His signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon.) means, He 
created the night with its darkness and the day with its light, and they alternate without 
ceasing. And He created the sun with its shining light, and the moon with its reflected light, 
and He allotted their stages and gave them separate orbits in the heavens, so that by the 
variations in their movements man may know the stages of night and day, of weeks, months 
and years, and time periods related to people's rights, acts of worship and various transact ions. 
Moreover, because the sun and moon are the most beautiful of the heavenly bodies that can be 
seen in both the upper and lower realms, Allah points out that they are created entities which 
are in a state of enthrallment to Him, subject to Hisdominion and control. 3d He says: 



(Do not prostrate yourselves to the sun nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who 
created them, if you (really) worship Him.) meaning, 'do not associate anything in worship 
with Him, for your worship of Him will be of no benefit to you if you worship others alongside 
Him, because He does not forgive the association of others in worship with Him.' He says: 



(But if they are too proud, ) i.e., to worship Him Alone, and they insist on associating others 
with Him, 



(then there are those who are with your Lord) i.e., the angels, 



(glorify Him night and day, and never are they tired.) This is like the Ayah: 



(But if these disbelieve therein, then, indeed We have entrusted it to a people who are not 
disbelieverstherein.) (6:89). 



(And among His signs) means, signs of His ability to bring the dead back to life. 



(that you see the earth barren,) means, lifeless, with nothing growing in it; it isdead. 



(but when We send down water (rain) to it, it is stirred to life and growth.) means, it brings 
forth all kinds of crops and fruits. 



(Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the dead. Indeed He is Able to do all 
things.) 



(40. Verily, those who Yulhiduna Fi Our Ayat are not hidden from Us. Is he who is cast into the 
Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection Do what you will. Verily, He is 
All-Seer of what you do.) (41. Verily, those who disbelieved in the Reminder when it came to 
them. And verily, it is an honorable well-fortified respected Book.) (42. Falsehood cannot come 
to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.) (43. 
Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers before you. Verily, your Lord is 
the Possessor of forgiveness, and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.) 



The Punishment of the Deniersand the Description of the Qur'an 



(Verily, Yulhiduna Fi Our Ayat) Ibn * Abbas said, "Al-ll had means putting words in their improper 
places." Qatadah and others said, "It means disbelief and obstinate behavior." 



(are not hidden from Us.) This is a stern warning and dire threat, stating that He, may He be 
exalted, knows who denies His signs, Names and attributes, and He will punish them for that. 
He says: 



(Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection) 
means, are these two equal They are not equal. Then Allah warns the disbelievers: 



(Do what you will.) Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and ' Ata' Al-Khurasani said that 



(Do what you will. ) is a threat. Meaning, 'do what you will of good or evil, for He knows and 
sees all that you do.' He says: 



(Verily, He is All-Seer of what you do.) 



(Verily, those who disbelieved in the Reminder when it came to them.) Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi 
and Qatadah said, "This is the Qur'an." 



(And verily, it is an honorable well-fortified respected Book.) means, it is protected and 
preserved, and nobody can produce anything like it. 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it,) means, there is no way to corrupt it, 
because it has been sent down by the Lord of the worlds. Allah says: 



((it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.) meaning, He is Wise in all that He says 
and does, Praiseworthy in all that He commands and forbids; everything that He does is for 
praiseworthy purposes and its consequences will be good. 



(Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers before you.) Qatadah, As-Suddi 
and others said, "Nothing is said to you by way of rejection and disbelief, that was not said to 
the Messengers who came before you. Just as you have been rejected, they were also rejected. 
Just asthey bore their people's insults with patience, so too you must bear your people's insults 
with patience." 



(Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of forgiveness,) means, for those who turn to Him in 
repentance. 



(and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.) means, for those who persist in disbelief, 
transgression and stubborn opposition. 



(44. And if We had sent this as a Qur'an in a foreign language, they would have said: "Why are 
not its verses explained in detail What! Not in Arabic nor an Arab" Say: "It is for those who 
believe, a guide and a cure. And as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, 
and it is blindness for them. They are called from a place far away.") (45. And indeed We gave 
Musa the Scripture, but dispute arose therein. And had it not been for a Word that went forth 
before from your Lord, and the matter would have been settled between them. But truly, they 
are in grave doubt thereto.) 

Rejection of the Qur'an is pure Stubbornness 

Allah tells us that the Qur'an is so eloquent and perfect in its wording and meanings, yet 
despite that the idolators do not believe in it. He tells us that their disbelief is the disbelief of 
stubbornness, as He says elsewhere: 



(And if We had revealed it unto any of the non-Arabs, and he had recited it unto them, they 
would not have believed in it.) (26:198-199). If the Qur'an had been revealed in the language of 
the non-Arabs, they would have said, because of their stubbornness: 



(Why are not its verses explained in detail What! not in Arabic and an Arab) meaning, why is it 
not revealed in detail in Arabic And by way of denunciation they would have said, "What! not in 
Arabic nor from an Arab - i.e., how can foreign words be revealed to an Arab who does not 
understand them This interpretation was reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, As-Suddi and others. 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure...") means, 'say, Muhammad: this 
Qur'an, for the one who believes in it, is guidance for his heart and a cure for the doubts and 
confusion that exists in people's hearts.' 



(And as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears,) means, they do not 
understand what is in it. 



(and it is blindness for them.) means they are not guided to the explanations contained 
therein. This is like the Ayah: 



(And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe, and 
it increases the wrongdoers nothing but loss.) (17:82). 



(They are called from a place far away.) Mujahid said, "Far away from their hearts." Ibn Jarir 
said, "It is as if the one who is addressing them is calling to them from a distant place, and they 
cannot understand what he is saying." This is like the Ayah: 



(And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of him who shouts to those (flock of sheep) 
that hears nothing but calls and cries. (They are) deaf, dumb and blind. 3d they do not 
understand.) (2:171) 



Taking Musa as an Example 



(And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, but dispute arose therein.) means, they disbelieved in 
him and did not show him any respect. 



(Therefore be patient as did the Messengers of strong will) (46:35). 



(And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord,) i.e., to delay the 
Reckoning until the Day of Resurrection, 



(the matter would have been settled between them.) means, the punishment would have been 
hastened for them. But they have an appointed time, beyond which they will find no escape. 



(But truly, they are in grave doubt thereto.) means, their words of disbelief are not due to any 
wisdom or insight on their part; rather they spoke without any attempt at examining it 
thoroughly. This was also the interpretation of Ibn Jarir, and it is a plausible interpretation. 
And Allah knows best. 



(46. Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself; and whosoever does evil, it is 
against himself. And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) servants.) (47. To Him is referred the 
knowledge of the Hour. No fruit comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive nor brings 
forth (young), except by His knowledge. And on the Day when He will call unto them (saying): 
"Where are My (so-called) partners" They will say: "We inform You that none of us bears witness 
to it!") (48. And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) shall disappear from 
them, and they will perceive that they have no place of refuge.) 



Everyone will be requited according to His Deeds 



(Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself;) means, the benefit of which will come 
to him. 



(and whosoever does evil, it is against himself.) means, the consequences of that will come 
back on him. 



(And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) servants) means, He only punishes people for their 
sins, and He does not punish anyone except after establishing proof against him and sending a 
Messenger to him. 



Knowledge of the Hour is with Allah Alone 

Then Allah says: 



(To Him is referred the knowledge of the Hour.) meaning, no one knows about that apart from 
Him. Muhammad , the leader of mankind, said to Jibril, who is one of the leading angels, when 
he asked him about the Hour: 



« » 

(The one who is asked about it does not know more than the one who is asking.)" And Allah 
says: 



(To your Lord belongsthe term thereof.) (79:44) 



(None can reveal its time but He) (7:187). 



(No fruit comes out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive nor brings forth (young), except 
by His knowledge.) means, all of that is known to Him, and nothing is hidden from your Lord 
the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or in the heaven. Allah says: 



(not a leaf falls, but He knows it) (6:59). 



(Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the wombs fall short or exceed. 
Everything with Him is in (due) proportion) (13:8). 



(And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book. 
Surely, that is easy for Allah.) (35:11) 



(And on the Day when He will call unto them (saying): "Where are My (so-called) partners") 
means, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will call out to the idolators before all of creation and 
say, "Where are My partners whom you worshipped besides Me" 



(They will say: "We inform You...") means, 'we tell You, 



(that none of us bears witness to it.) means, ' not one of us will bear witness today that You 
have any partner.' 



(And those whom they used to invoke before (in this world) shall disappear from them, ) 
means, they will go away, and will be of no benefit to them. 



(and they will perceive that they have no place of refuge) means, they will have no way of 
escaping from the punishment of Allah. This is like the Ayah: 



(And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they have to fall therein. And they 
will find no way of escape from there.) (18:53) 



(49. Man does not get tired of asking for good; but if an evil touches him, then he gives up all 
hope and is lost in despair.) (50. And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after some 
adversity has touched him, he is sure to say: "This is due to my (merit); I think not that the 
Hour will be established. But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for me the 
best with Him. "Then, We verily will show to the disbelievers what they have done, and We 
shall make them taste a severe torment.) (51. And when We show favor to man, he turns away 
and becomes arrogant; but when evil touches him, then he has recourse to long supplications.) 



Man is fickle when Ease comes to Him after Difficulty 

Allah tells us that man never gets bored of asking his Lord for good things, such as wealth, 
physical health, etc., but if evil touches him -- i.e., trials and difficulties or poverty -- 



(then he gives up all hope and is lost in despair.), i.e., he thinks that he will never experience 
anything good again. 



(And truly, if We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after some adversity has touched him, he 
is sure to say: "This is due to my (merit)...") means, if something good happens to him or some 



provision comes to him after a period of difficulty, he says, 'this is because of me, because I 
deserve this from my Lord.' 



(I think not that the Hour will be established.) means, he does not believe that the Hour will 
come. So when he is given some blessing, he becomes careless, arrogant and ungrateful, as 
Allah says: 



(Nay! Verily, man does transgress. Because he considers himself self-sufficient.) (96:6) 



(But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there will be for me the best with Him.) means, ' if 
there is a Hereafter after all, then my Lord will be generous and kind to me just as He was in 
this world.' So he expects Allah to do him favors in spite of his bad deeds and lack of certain 
faith. Allah says: 



(Then, We verily will show to the disbelievers what they have done, and We shall make them 
taste a severe torment.) Thus Allah threatens punishment and vengeance to those whose 
conduct and belief is like that. 



(And when We show favor to man, he turns away and becomes arrogant;) means, he turns away 
from doing acts of obedience and is too proud to obey the commands of Allah. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(But Fir* awn turned away along with his hosts) (51:39). 



(but when evil touches him,) means, difficulties, 



(then he has recourse to long supplications.) means, he asks at length for one thing. Long 
supplications are those which are long on words and short on meaning. The opposite is concise 
speech which is brief but full of meaning. And Allah says: 



(And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his side, or sitting or standing. But when 
We have removed his harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a harm 
that touched him!) (10:12) 



(52. Say: "Tell me, if it is from Allah, and you disbelieve in it Who is more astray than one who 
is in opposition far away.") (53. We will show them Our signs in the universes, and within 
themselves, until it becomes manifest to them that this is the truth. Is it not sufficient in 
regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all things) (54. Lo, Verily, they are in doubt 
concerning the meeting with their Lord. Verily, He is surrounding all things!) 



The Qur'an and the Proofs of its Truth Allah says: 



(Say) -- ' Muhammad, to these idolators who disbelieve in the Qur'an'-- 



(Teli me, if it) -- thisQur'an 



(is from Allah, and you disbelieve in it) means, 'what do you think your position is before the 
One Who revealed it to His Messenger' Allah says: 



(Who is more astray than one who is in opposition far away.) means, he is in a state of 
disbelief, stubbornness and opposition to the truth, and is following a path that leads far away 
from guidance. Then Allah says: 



(We will show them Our signs in the universe, and within themselves,) meaning, 'We will show 
them Our evidence and proof that the Qur'an istrue and has indeed been sent down from Allah 
to the Messenger of Allah, through external signs, 



(in the universe), ' such as conquests and the advent of Islam over various regions and over all 
other religions. Mujahid, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi said, "And signs within themselves means, the 
battle of Badr, the conquest of Makkah, and other events which befell them, where Allah 
granted victory to Muhammad and his Companions, and inflicted a humiliating defeat on 
falsehood and its followers." It may also be that what is meant here is man and his physical 
composition. As detailed in the science of anatomy, which indicates the wisdom of the Creator 
-- may He be blessed and exalted -- and the different inclinations and opposite natures that 
people have, good and bad, etc., and the (divine) decrees to which man is subjected, having 
no power to change and over which he has no control. 



(until it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the truth. Is it not sufficient in 
regard to your Lord that He is a Witness over all things) means, sufficient is Allah as a Witness 
over the words and deeds of His servants, and He bears witness that Muhammad is telling the 
truth in what he says, as Allah says: 



(But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you; He has sent it down with His 
knowledge) (4:166). 



(Lo, Verily, they are in doubt concerning the meeting with their Lord.) means, they doubt that 
the Hour will come, they do not think about it or strive for it or pay heed to it; on the 
contrary, they regard it as irrelevant and do not care about it. But it will undoubtedly come to 
pass. Then Allah states that He is Able to do all things and He encompasses all things, and it is 
very easy for Him to bring about the Hour: 



(Verily, He is surrounding all things!) means, all of creation is subject to His control, dominion 
and knowledge; He is controlling all things by His power, so whatever He wills happens, and 
whatever He does not will does not happen, and there is no god worthy of worship apart from 
Him. This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surah Fussilat. To Allah be praise and blessings. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ash-Shura 

(Chapter - 42) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. ' Ain Sn Qaf.) (3. Likewise Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise sends revelation 
to you as to those before you.) (4. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on 
the earth, and He is the Most High, the Most Great.) (5. Nearly the heavens might be rent 
asunder from above them, and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for 
forgiveness for those on the earth. Lo, Verily, Allah is the Oft -Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) (6. 
And as for those who take as protecting friends others besides Him -- Allah is Hafiz over them, 
and you are not a t rust ee over t hem . ) 



The Revelation and Allah's Might 

We have previously discussed the individual letters. 



(Likewise Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise sends revelation to you as to those before you.) 
means, 'just as this Qur'an has been revealed to you, so too the Books and Scriptures were 
revealed to the Prophetswho came before you.' 



(Allah, the Almighty) means, in His vengeance 



(the All-Wise) means, in all that He says and does. Imam Malik, may Allah have mercy on him, 
narrated that 'Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Al-Harith bin Hisham asked the 
Messenger of Allah , '0 Messenger of Allah, how does the revelation come to you' The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(Sometimes it comesto me like the ringing of a bell, which isthe most difficult for me; then it 
goes away, and I understand what was said. And sometimes the angel comes to me in the 
image of a man, and he speaks to me and I understand what he says.)" ' A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, said, "I saw him receiving the revelation on a very cold day, and when it 
departed from him, there were beads of sweat on his forehead." It was also reported in the 
Two Sahihs, and the version quoted here isthat recorded by Al-Bukhari. 



(To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth,) means, everything is 
subject to His dominion and control. 



(and He isthe Most High, the Most Great.) This is like the Ayat: 



(the Most Great, the Most High) (13:9), and 



(He isthe Most High, the Most Great) (22:62). And there are many similar Ayat. 



(Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them,) Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ka' b Al-Ahbar said, "Out of fear of His 
might." 



(and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for forgiveness for those on the earth. 
This is like the Ayah: 



(Those who bear the Throne and those around it glorify the praises of their Lord, and believe in 
Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all things 
in mercy and knowledge,") (40:7) 



(Lo! Verily, Allah is the Oft -Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) This is a reminder, to take heed of 
thisfact. 



(And as for those who take as protecting friends others besides Him) This refers to the 
idolators, 



(Allah is Hafiz over them.) meaning, He is Witness to their deeds, recording and enumerating 
them precisely, and He will requite them for them in full. 



(and you are not a trustee over them.) meaning, 'you are just a warner, and Allah is the 
Trustee of all affairs.' 



(7. And thus We have revealed to you a Qur'an in Arabic that you may warn the Mother of the 
Towns and all around it, and warn (them) of the Day of Assembling of which there is no doubt, 
a party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire.) (8. And if Allah had willed, He could 
have made them one nation, but He admits whom He wills to His mercy. And the wrongdoers 
will have neither a protector nor a helper.) 



The Qur'an was revealed to serve as a Warning 

Allah says, 'just as We sent revelation to the Prophets before you,' 



(thus We have revealed to you a Qur'an in Arabic) meaning, plain, clear, and manifest 



(that you may warn the Mother of the Towns), i.e., Makkah, 



(and all around it,) means, all the lands, east and west. Makkah is called Umm Al-Qura (the 
Mother of the Towns) because it is nobler than all other lands, as indicated by much evidence 
that has been discussed elsewhere. Among the most concise and clear proofs of that is the 
report recorded by Imam Ahmad from 'Abdullah bin " Adi bin Al-Hamra' Az-Zuhri, who heard 
the Messenger of Allah say, as he was standing in the market place of Makkah; 



» 



« 



(By Allah, you are the best land of Allah, the most beloved land to Allah; were it not for the 
fact that I was driven out from you, I would never have left you.) This was also recorded by At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah; At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Skhih. " 



(and warn (them) of the Day of Assembling) i.e., the Day of Resurrection, when Allah will 
assemble the first and the last in one plain. 



(of which there is no doubt,) means, there is no doubt that it will happen and will most 
certainly come to pass. 



(a party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire.) This is like the Ayah: 



((And remember) the Day when He will gather you (all) on the Day of Gathering, --- that will be 
the Day of mutual loss and gain) (64:9). which means that the people of Paradise and the 
people of Hell will gain and lose, respectively. And it is like the Ayah: 



(Indeed in that (there) is a sure lesson for those who fear the torment of the Hereafter. That is 
a Day whereon will be gathered together, and that is a Day when all (the dwellers of the 
heavens and the earth) will be present. And We delay it only for a term fixed. On the Day when 
it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave. Some among them will be wretched and 
(others) blessed.) (11:103-105) Imam Ahmad recorded that * Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah came out to us, holding two books in his hand. 
He said, 

« » 

(Do you know what these two books are) We said, "We do not know unless you tell us, 
Messenger of Allah." Concerning the book in his right hand, He said: 

» 



« 



(This is a book from the Lord of the worlds, containing the names of the people of Paradise and 
of their fathers and tribes; all of them are detailed, down to the last one of them, and nothing 
will be added or taken away from it.) Then concerning the book in his left hand, he said: 



» 



« 



(This is the book of the people of Hell, containing their names and the names of their fathers 
and tribes, all of them are detailed down to the last one of them, and nothing will be added or 
taken away from it.) The Companions of the Messenger of Allah said, "Why should we strive if it 
is something that is already cut and dried" The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Strive with your deeds as hard as you can for middle course or close to it, for the person who 
is destined for Paradise will die doing the deeds of the people of Paradise, regardless of what 
he did before, and the person who is destined for Hell will die doing the deeds of the people of 
Hell, regardless of what he did before.) Then he made a gesture with his fist and said, 

« » 

(Your Lord has settled the matter of His servants) and he opened his right hand as if throwing 
something; 

« » 

(A party in Paradise.) and he made a similar gesture with his left hand; 

« » 

(And a party in the blazing Fire.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i; At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih Gharib." Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Nadrah said, "One of the 
Companions of the Prophet , whose name was Abu Abdullah, was visited by some of his friends, 



and they found him weeping. They asked him, " What has caused you to weep Didn't the 
Messenger of Allah say to you, 

« » 

(Trim your moustache and adhere to that practice until you meet me)' He said, 'Yes, but I 
heard the Messenger of Allah say; 



» 



« 



(Allah picked up a handful in His Right Hand and another in His other Hand, and said, "This is 
for this and this is for this, and I do not care.") ' And I do not know in which of the two handfuls 
I am.'" There are several Hadiths about Al-Qadr (the Divine Decree) in the books of Sahih, Sunan 
and Musnad. Including those narrated by ' Ali, Ibn Mas' ud, ' Aishah and a large number of 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. 



(And if Allah had willed, He could have made them one nation,) means, either all following 
guidance or all following misguidance, but He made them all different, and He guides 
whomsoever He wills to the truth and He sends astray whomsoever He wills, and He has 
complete wisdom and perfect proof. Allah says: 



(but He admits whom He wills to His mercy. And the wrongdoers will have neither a protector 
nor a helper.) 



(9. Or have they taken protecting friends besides Him But Allah --- He Alone is the protector. 
And He Who gives life to the dead, and He is Able to do all things.) (10. And in whatsoever you 
differ, the decision thereof is with Allah. Such is Allah, my Lord in Whom I put my trust, and to 
Him I turn in repentance.) (11. The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for you 
mates from yourselves, and for the cattle (also) mates. By this means He creates you. There is 
nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) (12. To Him belong the keys of the 
heavens and the earth. He enlarges provision for whom He wills, and straitens. Verily, He is the 
All-Knower of everything.) 



Allah is the Protector, Ruler and Creator 

Here Allah denounces the idolatorsfor taking other gods instead of Allah, and declares that He 
is the True God, and it is not right to worship anyone except Him Alone. He is the One Who is 
able to bring the dead back to life and He is Able to do all things. Then He says: 



(And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah.) means, in whatever issue you 
differ. This isgeneral in meaning and appliesto all things. 



(the decision thereof is with Allah.) means, He is the Judge of that, according to His Book and 
the Sunnah of His Prophet . This is like the Ayah: 



((And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger) (4:59). 



(Such is Allah, my Lord) means, (He is) the Judge of all things. 



(in Whom I put my trust, and to Him I turn in repentance. ) means, ' I refer all mattersto Him. 



(The Creator of the heavens and the earth.) means, the Maker of them both and everything in 
between. 



(He has made for you mates from yourselves,) means, of your own kind. As a blessing and a 
favor from Him, He has made your kind male and female. 



(and for the cattle (also) mates.) means, and He has created for you eight pairs of cattle. 



(By this means He creates you.) means, in this manner He creates you, male and female, 
generation after generation of men and cattle. 



(There is nothing like Him,) means, there is nothing like the Creator of these pairs, for He is 
the Unique, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or equal. 



(He isthe All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 



(To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth. ) We have already discussed the 
interpretation of this phrase in Surat Az-Zumar (39:63), the conclusion of which is that He is 
the One Who is controlling and governing them. 



(He expands provision for whom He wills, and straitens.) means, He gives plentiful provision to 
whomsoever He wills and He reduces it for whomsoever He wills, and He is perfectly Wise and 
Just. 



(Verily, He isthe All-Knower of everything.) 



(13. He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh, and that 
which We have revealed to you, and that which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa and ' Isa saying 
you should establish religion and make no divisions in it. Intolerable for the idolators is that to 
which you call them. Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto Himself who 
turns to Him in repentance.) (14. And they divided not till after knowledge had come to them, 
through transgression between themselves. And had it not been for a Word that went forth 
before from your Lord for an appointed term, the matter would have been settled between 
them. And verily, those who were made to inherit the Scripture after them, are in grave doubt 
concerning it.) 



The Religion of the Messengers is One 



Allah says to this Ummah: 



(He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained for Nuh, and that which 
We have revealed to you,) Allah mentions the first Messenger who was sent after Adam, that is, 
Nuh, peace be upon them, and the last of them is Muhammad . Then He mentions those who 
came in between them who were the Messengers of strong will, namely Ibrahim, Musa and ' Isa 
bin Maryam. This Ayah mentions all five, just as they are also mentioned in the Ayah in Surat 
Al-Ahzab, where Allah says: 



(And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and from you, and from 
Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and " Isa son of Maryam.) (33:7). The Message which all the Messengers 
brought was to worship Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, as Allah says: 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): None has the 
right to be worshipped but I, so worship Me.) (21:25). And according to a Hadith (the Prophet 
said): 

« » 

(We Prophets are brothers and our religion is one.) In other words, the common bond between 
them is that Allah Alone is to be worshipped, with no partner or associate, even though their 
laws and ways may differ, as Allah says. 



(To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way) (5:48). Allah says here: 



(saying you should establish religion and make no divisions in it.) meaning, Allah enjoined all 
the Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them all) to be as one and He forbade them 
to differ and be divided, t 



(Intolerable for the idolators is that to which you call them.) means, ' it is too much for them 
to bear, and they hate that to which you call them, Muhammad, i.e., Tawhid.' 



(Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills, and guides unto Himself who turns to Him in 
repentance.) means, He is the One Who decrees guidance for those who deserve it, and 
decrees misguidance for those who prefer it to the right path. Allah says here; 



(And they divided not till after knowledge had come to them,) means, their opposition to the 
truth arose after it had come to them and proof had been established against them. Nothing 
made them resist in this manner except their transgression and stubbornness. 



(And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from your Lord for an appointed term,) 
means, were it not for the fact that Allah had already decreed that He would delay the 
reckoning of His servants until the Day of Resurrection, the punishment would have been 
hastened for them in thisworld. 



(And verily, those who were made to inherit the Scripture after them,) means, the later 
generation which came after the earlier generation which had rejected the truth. 



(are in grave doubt concerning it. ) means, they do not have any firm conviction in matters of 
religion; they merely imitate their forefathers, without any evidence or proof. So they are very 
confused and doubtful. 



(15. So unto this then invite (people), and stand firm as you are commanded, and follow not 
their desires but say: "I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book and I am 
commanded to do justice among you. Allah is our Lord and your Lord. For us our deeds and for 
you your deeds. There is no dispute between us and you. Allah will assemble us (all), and to 
Him isthe final return.") 



This Ayah includes ten separate and independent ideas, each of 

which is a ruling on its own. 

They (the scholars) said that there is nothing else like it in the Qur'an, apart from Ayat Al-Kursi 
2:255 , which also includes ten ideas. 



(So unto this then invite (people),) means, 'so call people to this which We have revealed to 
you and which We enjoined upon all the Prophets before you,' the Prophets of major ways of 
SharT ah that were followed, such asthe Messengers of strong will, and others. 



(and stand firm as you are commanded, ) means, 'adhere firmly, you and those who follow 
you, to the worship of Allah as He has commanded you.' 



(and follow not their desires) means, the desires of the idolators, in the falsehoods that they 
have invented and fabricated by worshipping idols. 



(but say: "I believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book...") means, ' I believe in all 
the Books that have been revealed from heaven to the Prophets; we do not differentiate 
between any of them.' 



(and I am commanded to do justice among you.) means, when judging according to the 
commands of Allah. 



(Allah is our Lord and your Lord.) means, " He is the One Who is to be worshipped, and there is 
no true God but He. We affirm this willingly, and even though you do not do so willingly, 
everyone in the universe prostratesto Him obediently and willingly.' 



(For us our deeds and for you your deeds.) means, 'we have nothing to do with you. ' This is 
like the Ayah: 



(And if they demy you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") (10:41) 



(There is no dispute between us and you.) Mujahid said, "This means, no argument." As-Suddi 
said, "This was before Ayah of the sword was revealed." This fits the context, because this Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah, and Ayah of the sword 22:39-40 was revealed after the Hijrah. 



(Allah will assemble us (all),) means, on the Day of Resurrection. This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "Our Lord will assemble us all together, then He will judge between us with truth. And He 
isthe Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of affairs.") (34:26). 



(and to Him isthe final return.) means, the final return on the Day of Reckoning. 



(16. And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been accepted, of no use is their 
dispute before their Lord and on them is wrath, and for them will be a severe torment.) (17. It 
is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth, and the Balance. And what can make you know 
that perhaps the Hour is close at hand) (18. Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, 
while those who believe are fearful of it, and know that it is the very truth. Verily, those who 
dispute concerning the Hour are certainly in error far away.) 



A Warning to Those Who dispute concerning Matters of Religion 

Here Allah warnsthose who try to hinder those who believe in Allah, from following His path. 



(And those who dispute concerning Allah, after it has been accepted,) means, those who 
dispute with the believers who have responded to Allah and His Messenger, and try to stop 
them from following the path of guidance. 



(no use istheir dispute before their Lord) means, it is futile before Allah. 



(and on them iswrath,) means, from Him. 



(and for them will be a severe torment.) means, on the Day of Resurrection. Ibn 'Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, and Mujahid said, "They disputed with the believers after they 
responded to Allah and His Messenger, and tried to prevent them from following the path of 
guidance, hoping that they would return to Jahil iyyah." Qatadah said, "These were the Jews 
and Christians who said to them, 'Our religion is better than your religion, our Prophet came 
before your Prophet, and we are better than you and closer to Allah than you. '" This was 
nothing but lies. Then Allah says: 



(It is Allah Who has sent down the Book in truth,) referring to all the Books which were 
revealed from Him to His Prophets. 



(and the Balance.) means, justice and fairness. Thiswasthe view of Mujahid and Qatadah. This 
is like the Ayat: 



(Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the Scripture 
and the Balance that mankind may keep up justice) (57:25). 



(And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the Balance. In order that you may not 
transgress (due) balance. And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance 
deficient. )(55:7-9) 



(And what can make you know that perhaps the Hour is close at hand) This is encouragement 
(to strive) for its sake, a terrifying warning, and advice to think little of this world. 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it,) means, they say, ' when will this promise be 
fulfilled, if you are telling the truth' But they say this by way of disbelief and stubbornness, 
thinking that it is unlikely to happen. 



(while those who believe are fearful of it) means, they are afraid of it happening. 



(and know that it is the very truth.) means, that it will undoubtedly come to pass, so they 
prepare themselves for it and strive for its sake. It was reported through various chains of 
narration, a number reaching the level of being Mutawatir, in Sahih and Hasan narrations, in 
the Books of Sunan and Musnad. According to some versions, a man addressed the Messenger of 
Allah in a loud voice, when he was on one of his journeys, calling out to him, "0 Muhammad!" 
The Messenger of Allah replied in a similar manner, "Here I am!" The man said, "When will the 
Hour come" The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Woe to you! It will most certainly come. What have you done to prepare for it) He said, "Love 
for Allah and His Messenger." He said: 



« » 

(You will be with those whom you love.) According to another Hadith: 



« » 



("A man will be with those whom he loves.) This is Mutawatir beyond a doubt. The point isthat 
he did not answer his question about when the Hour would happen, but he commanded him to 
prepare for it. 



(Verily, those who dispute concerning the Hour) means, who dispute whether it will happen 
and think it is unlikely ever to come, 



(are certainly in error far away.) means, they are clearly ignorant, because the One Who 
created the heavens and the earth is even more able to give life to the dead, as Allah says: 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him) 
(30:27). 



(19. Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His servants. He gives provisions to whom He wills. And 
He is the All-Strong, the Almighty.) (20. Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We 
give him increase in his reward, and whosoever desires the reward of this world, We give him 
thereof, and he has no portion in the Hereafter.) (21. Or have they partners with Allah who 
have instituted for them a religion which Allah has not ordained And had it not been for a 
decisive Word, the matter would have been judged between them. And verily, for the 
wrongdoers there is a painful torment.) (22. You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which 
they have earned, and it will surely befall them. But those who believe and do righteous deeds 
(will be) in the flowering meadows of the Gardens. They shall have whatsoever they desire with 
their Lord. That isthe supreme grace.) 



The Provision of Allah in this World and the Hereafter 

Here Allah speaks of His kindness towards His creation, in that He provides for every last one of 
them and does not forget anyone. When it comesto His provision, the righteous and the sinner 
are alike. Allah says: 



(And no moving creature is there on the earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows 
its dwelling place and its deposit. All is in a Clear Book.) (11:6) And there are many similar 
Ayat. 



(He gives provisionsto whom He wills.) means, He gives generously to whomsoever He wills. 



(And He is the All-Strong, the Almighty.) means, there is nothing that can overpower Him. Then 
Allah says: 



(Whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter,) means, whoever does things for the sake of 
the Hereafter, 



(We give him increase in his reward, ) meaning, 'We will give him strength and help him to do 
what he wants to do, and We will increase it for him. So for every good, We will multiply it and 
give him between ten and seven hundred good rewards,' as much as Allah wills. 



(and whosoever desires the reward of this world, We give him thereof, and he has no portion in 
the Hereafter.) means, whoever strives for the purpose of worldly gains, and never pays any 



heed to the Hereafter at all, Allah will deny him the Hereafter; and in this world, if He wills He 
will give to him and if He does not will, he will gain neither. 3d the one who strives with this 
intention in mind will have the worst deal in this world and in the Hereafter. The evidence for 
that is the fact that this Ayah is reinforced by the passage in Subhan (i.e., Surat Al-lsra') in 
which Allah says: y 



(Whoever desires the quick-passing, We readily grant him what We will for whom We like. 
Then, afterwards, We have appointed for him Hell; he will (enter) burn therein disgraced and 
rejected. And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it, with the necessary effort due 
for it while he is a believer -- then such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated. On 
each -- these as well as those -- We bestow from the bounties of your Lord. And the bounties of 
your Lord can never be forbidden. See how We prefer one above another (in this world), and 
verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in preferment.) (17:18-21) It was 
reported that Ubayy bin Ka' b, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: 



» 



« 

(Give the glad tidings to this Ummah of sublimity, high status, victory and power in the land. 
But whoever among them does the deeds of the Hereafter for the sake of worldly gain, will 
have no portion of the Hereafter.)" 



Making Legislation for the Creatures is Shirk Allah says: 



(Or have they partners with Allah who have instituted for them a religion which Allah has not 
ordained) means, they do not follow what Allah has ordained for you of upright religion; on the 
contrary, they follow what their devils (Shayatin), of men and Jinn, have prescribed for them. 
They instituted taboos, such as the Bahirah, Sa'ibah, Wasilah or Ham. They also permitted 
eating flesh and blood of animals not slaughtered for consumption, gambling and other kinds of 
misguidance, ignorance and falsehood. These are things that they invented during Jahiliyyah, 
when they came up with all kinds of false rulings on what was permitted and what was 
forbidden, and false rites of worship and other corrupt ideas. It was recorded in the Sahih that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

(I saw ' Amr bin Luhayy bin Qama' ah dragging his intestines in Hell) -- because he had been the 
first one to introduce the idea of the Sa'ibah. This man was one of the kings of the Khuza' ah 
tribe, and he was the first one to do these things. He was the one who had made the Quraysh 
worship idols, may the curse of Allah be upon him. Allah said: 



(And had it not been for a decisive Word, the matter would have been judged between them.) 
means, the punishment would have been hastened for them, were it not for the fact that it had 
already been decreed that it would be delayed until the Day of Resurrection. 



(And verily, for the wrongdoers there is a painful torment.) i.e., an agonizing torment in Hell, 
what a terrible destination. 



The Terror of the Idolatorsin the Place of Gathering 



(You will see the wrongdoers fearful of that which they have earned,) means, in the arena of 
Resurrection. 



(and it will surely befall them.) means, the thing that they fear will undoubtedly happen to 
them. This is how they will be on the Day of Resurrection; they will be in a state of utter fear 
and terror. 



(But those who believe and do righteous deeds (will be) in the flowering meadows of the 
Gardens. They shall have whatsoever they desire with their Lord.) What comparison can there 
be between the former and the latter How can the one who will be in the arena of resurrection 
in a state of humiliation and fear, deserving it for his wrongdoing, be compared with the one 
who will be in the gardens of Paradise, enjoying whatever he wants of food, drink, clothing, 
dwellings, scenery, spouses and other delights such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and 
has never crossed the minds of men. Allah says: 



(That is the supreme grace.) means, the ultimate victory and complete blessing. 



(23. That is whereof Allah gives glad tidings to His servants who believe and do righteous good 
deeds. Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with 
you." And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him an increase of good in 
respect thereof. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.) (24. Or say they: "He 
has invented a lie against Allah" If Allah willed, He could have sealed up your heart. And Allah 



wipes out falsehood, and establishes the truth by His Word. Verily, He knows well what are in 
the breasts.) 



Good News of the Blessings of Paradise for the People of Faith 

Having mentioned the gardens of Paradise, Allah then says to His servants who believe and do 
righteous deeds: 



(That is whereof Allah gives glad tidings to His servants who believe and do righteous good 
deeds.) meaning, this will undoubtedly come to them, because it is glad tidings from Allah to 
them. 



(Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.") 
means, 'say, Muhammad, to these idolators among the disbeliever of Quraysh: I do not ask 
you for anything in return for this message and sincere advice which I bring to you. All I ask of 
you is that you withhold your evil from me and let me convey the Messages of my Lord. If you 
will not help me, then do not disturb me, for the sake of the ties of kinship that exist between 
you and I.' Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, was asked 
about the Ayah: 



(except to be kind to me for my kinship with you.) Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "To be kind to the 
family of Muhammad." Ibn ' Abbas said, "No, you have jumped to a hasty conclusion. There was 
no clan among Quraysh to whom the Prophet did not have some ties of kinship." Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Except that you uphold the ties of kinship that exist between me and you." This was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari. It was also recorded by Imam Ahmad with a different chain of 
narration. 



(And whoever earns a good righteous deed, We shall give him an increase of good in respect 
thereof) means, 'whoever does a good deed, We will increase him in good for it, i.e., in 
reward.' This is like the Ayah: 



(Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good, He 
doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward.) (4:40) 



(Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate.) means, He forgives many bad deeds 
and increases a small amount of good deeds; He conceals and forgives sins and He multiplies 
and increases the reward of good deeds. 



The Accusation that the Prophet fabricated the Qur'an -- and the 

Response to that 

Allah's saying; 



(Or say they: "He has invented a lie against Allah" If Allah willed, He could have sealed up your 
heart.) means, ' if you had invented any lies against Him, as these ignorant people claim,' 



(He could have sealed up your heart.) means, ' and thus caused you to forget what had already 
come to you of the Qur'an.' This is like the Ayah: 



(And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us (Allah), We surely would have seized him by 
his right hand, and then We certainly would have cut off his life artery, And none of you could 
have withheld Us from (punishing) him.) (69:44-47) which means, ' We would have wrought the 
utmost vengeance upon him, and no one among mankind would have been able to protect him.' 
And Allah said: 



(and establishes the truth by His Word.) means, He establishes it and strengthens it and makes 
it clear by His Words, i.e., by His evidence and signs. 



(Verily, He knows well what are in the breasts.) means, all that is hidden in the hearts of men. 



(25. And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants, and forgives sins, and He knows 
what you do.) (26. And He answers those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and gives 
them increase of His bounty. And as for the disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.) (27. 
And if Allah were to extend the provision for His servants, they would surely rebel in the earth, 
but He sends down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in respect of His servants, the Well- 
Aware, the All-Seer.) (28. And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and 
spreads His mercy. And He isthe Wali, Worthy of all praise.) 



Allah accepts Repentance and responds to Supplications 

Here Allah reminds His servants that He accepts repentance. If they turn to Him and come back 
to Him, then by His kindness and generosity He forgives, overlooks and conceals (their sins), as 
He says: 



(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (4:110) It was reported in Sahih Muslim that Anas bin Malik, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than anyone of you who loses his 
riding beast in a barren land, and it was carrying his food and drink; he despairs of ever finding 
it, so he comes to a tree and lies down in its shade, having given up all hope of finding his 
riding beast; then whilst he is there like that, suddenly he sees it standing near him, so he 
takes hold of its reins and because of his great joy he says, "0 Allah, You are my slave and I am 
Your Lord!" -- i.e.. he makes a mistake because of his great joy. )" A similar report was also 
narrated in the Sahih from ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him. 



(And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants,) It was reported that Az-Zuhri said, 
concerning this Ayah, that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Allah rejoices more over the repentance of His servant than one of you feels when he finds his 
lost camel in a place where he had feared that he would die of thirst.)" Hammam bin Al-Harith 
said, "Ibn Mas' ud was asked about a man who commits immoral sins with a woman and then 
marries her. He said, 'There is nothing wrong with that,' and recited: 



(And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants) 



(and forgives sins,) means, He will accept repentance in the future, and He forgives past sins. 



(and He knows what you do. ) means, He knows all your deeds and actions and words, yet He 
still accept st he repentance of those who repent to Him. 



(And He answers those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) As-Suddi said, "This means, 
He responds to them." This was also the view of Ibn Jarir: "It means that He answers their 
supplication for themselves, their companions and their brothers." 



(and gives them increase of His bounty.) means, He answers their supplications and gives them 
more besides. Qatadah said, narrating from Ibrahim An-Nakha' i Al-Lakhmi about the Ayah: 



(And He answers those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) -- (this means) they 
intercede for their brothers; r 



(and gives them increase of His bounty.) -- (this means) they intercede for their brothers' 
brothers. 



(And as for the disbelievers, theirs will be a severe torment.) -- having mentioned the believers 
and the great reward that is theirs, Allah then mentions the disbelievers and the severe, 
painful, agonizing torment that they will find with Him on the Day of Resurrection, the Day 
when they are brought to account. 

The Reason why Provision is not Increased 



(And if Allah were to extend the provision for His servants, they would surely rebel in the 
earth,) means, 'if We gave them more provision than they need, this would make them rebel 
and transgress against one another in an arrogant and insolent manner.' 



(but He sends down by measure as He wills. Verily, He is, in respect of His servants, the Well- 
Aware, the All-Seer.) means, but He gives them provision according to what is in their best 
interests, and He knows best about that. So He makes rich those who deserve to be rich, and 
He makes poor those who deserve to be poor. 



(And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired,) means, after the people 
have given up hope that rain will fall, He sends it down upon them at their time of need. This 
is like the Ayah: 



(And verily, before that (rain) - just before it was sent down upon them -- they were in 
despair!) (30:49) 



(and spreads His mercy. ) means, He bestows it upon all the people who live in that region. 
Qatadah said, "We were told that a man said to " Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased 
with him, '0 Commander of the faithful, no rain has come and the people are in despair.' 
" Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, ' Rain will be sent upon you,' and he recited: 



(And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and spreads His mercy. And 
He is the Protector, Worthy of all praise)." Meaning He is the One Who is in control of His 
creation, taking care of what will benefit them in this world and the Hereafter, and the 
consequences of all His decrees and actions are good, for which He is worthy of all praise. 



(29. And among His Ayat is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever moving 
creatures He has dispersed in them both. And He is Able to assemble them whenever He wills.) 
(30. And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned. And 
He pardons much.) (31. And you cannot escape from Allah in the earth, and besides Allah you 
have neither any protector nor any helper.) 



Among the Signs of Allah is the Creation of the Heavens and the 

Earth 



(And among His Ayat) the signs which point to His great might and power, 



(is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and whatever moving creatures He has dispersed 
in them both.) means, whatever He has created in them, i.e., in the heavens and the earth. 



(and whatever moving creatures) this includes the angels, men, Jinn and all the animals with 
their different shapes, colors, languages, natures, kinds and types. He has distributed them 
throughout the various regions of the heavens and earth. 



(And He) means, yet despite all that, 



(is Able to assemble them whenever He wills.) means, on the Day of Resurrection, He will 
gather the first and the last of them, and bring all His creatures together in one place where 
they will all hear the voice of the caller and all of them will be seen clearly; then He will judge 
between them with justice and truth. 



The Cause of Misfortune is Sin 



(And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned.) 
means, 'whatever disasters happen to you, mankind, are because of sins that you have 
committed in the past.' 



(And He pardons much.) means, of sins; " He does not punish you for them, rather He forgives 
you.' 



(And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth) (35:45). According to a Sahih Hadith: 



» 



« 

(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no believer is stricken with fatigue, exhaustion, worry or 
grief, but Allah will forgive him for some of his sins thereby -- even a thorn which pricks him.) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Mu" awiyah bin Abi Sufyan, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I 
heard the Messenger of Allah say: 



» 



« 



(No physical harm befalls a believer, but Allah will expiate for some of his sins because of it.)" 
Imam Ahmad also recorded that " A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(If a person commits many sins and has nothing that will expiate for them, Allah will test him 
with some grief that will expiate for them.)" 



(32. And among His signs are the ships in the sea like mountains.) (33. If He wills, He causes the 
wind to cease, then they would become motionless on the surface (of the sea). Verily, in this 
are signs for everyone patient and grateful.) (34. Or He may destroy them because of that 
which their (people) have earned. And He pardons much.) (35. And those who dispute as 
regards Our Ayat may know that there is no place of refuge for them.) 



Ships are also among the Signs of Allah 

Allah tells us that another sign of His great power and dominion is the fact that He has 
subjugated the sea so that ships may sail in it by His command, so they sail in the sea like 
mountains. This was the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak. In other words, 
these ships on the sea are like mountains on land. 



(If He wills, He causes the wind to cease,) means, the winds that cause the ships to travel on 
the sea. If He willed, He could cause the winds to cease, then the ships would not move and 
would remain still, neither coming nor going, staying where they are on the surface of the 
water. 



(Verily, in this are signs for everyone patient) means, who is patient in the face of adversity 



(and grateful.) means, in the fact that Allah has subjugated the sea and He sends as much wind 
as they need in order to travel, there are signs of His blessings to His creation for everyone who 
is patient, i.e., at times of difficulty, and grateful, i.e., at times of ease. 



(Or He may destroy them because of that which their (people) have earned. ) means, if He 
wills, He may destroy the ships and drown them, because of the sins of the people on board. 



(And He pardons much.) means, of their sins; if He were to punish them for all of their sins, He 
would destroy everyone who sails on the sea. Some of the scholars interpreted the Ayah 



(Or He may destroy them because of that which their (people) have earned.) as meaning, if He 
willed, He could send the wind to blow fiercely so that it would take the ships and divert them 
from their courses, driving them to the right or the left, so that they would be lost and would 
not be able to follow their intended path. This interpretation also includes the idea of their 
being destroyed. This also fits the first meaning, which is that if Allah willed, He could cause 
the wind to cease, in which case the ships would stop moving, or He could make the wind 
fierce, in which case the ships would be lost and destroyed. But by His grace and mercy, He 



sends the wind according to their needs, just as He sends rain that is sufficient. If He sent too 
much rain, it would destroy their houses, and if He sent too little, their crops and fruits would 
not grow. In the case of lands such as Egypt, He sends water from another land, because they 
do not need rain; if rain were to fall upon them, it would destroy their houses and cause walls 
to collapse. 



(And those who dispute as regards Our Ayat may know that there is no place of refuge for 
them. ) means, they have no means of escape from Our torment and vengeance, for they are 
subdued by Our power. 



(36. So whatever you have been given is but (a passing) enjoyment for this worldly life, but 
that which is with Allah is better and more lasting for those who believe and put their trust in 
their Lord.) (37. And those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish, and when they are 
angry, they forgive.) (38. And those who answer the Call of their Lord, and perform the Salah, 
and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation, and who spend of what We have 
bestowed on them.) (39. And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to them, take 
revenge.) 



The Attributes of Those Who deserve that which is with Allah 

Here Allah points out the insignificance of this worldly life and its transient adornments and 
luxuries. 



(So whatever you have been given is but (a passing) enjoyment for this worldly life.) means, no 
matter what you achieve and amass, do not be deceived by it, for it is only the enjoyment of 
this life, which is the lower, transient realm that will undoubtedly come to an end. 



(but that which is with Allah is better and more lasting) means, the reward of Allah is better 
than this world, and it will last forever, so do not give preference to that which is transient 
over that which is lasting. Allah says: 



(for those who believe) means, for those who are patient in forgoing the pleasures of this 
world, 



(and put their trust in their Lord.) means, so that He will help them to be patient in doing what 
is obligatory and avoiding what is forbidden. Then Allah says: 



(And those who shun the greater sins, and Al-Fawahish,) We have already discussed sin and Al- 
Fawahish in Surat Al-A* raf. 



(and when they are angry, they forgive.) means, their nature dictates that they should forgive 
people and be tolerant. Vengeance is not in their nature. It was reported in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah never took revenge for his own sake, only when the sacred Laws of Allah 
were violated. 



(And those who answer the Call of their Lord,) means, they follow His Messenger and obey His 
commands and avoid that which He has prohibited. 



(and perform As-Salah) -- which isthe greatest act of worship of Allah, may He be glorified. 



(and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation,) means, they do not make a decision 
without consulting one another on the matter so that they can help one another by sharing 
their ideas concerning issues such as wars and other matters. This is like the Ayah: 



(and consult them in the affairs) (3:159). The Prophet used to consult with them concerning 
wars and other matters, so that they would feel confidant. When ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, was dying, after he had been stabbed, he entrusted the choice of 
the next Khalifah to six people who were to be consulted. They were * Uthman, 'AM, Talhah, 
Az-Zubayr, Sa id and ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf, may Allah be pleased with them all. Then all of 
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, agreed to appoint " Uthman as their leader. 



(and who spend of what We have bestowed on them.) this means kindly treating the creation of 
Allah, starting with those who are closest, then the next closest, and so on. 



(And those who, when an oppressive wrong is done to them, take revenge.) ameans, they have 
the strength to take revenge on those who commit aggressive wrong and hostile acts against 
them. They are not incapable of doing so and they are not helpless; they are able to take 
revenge against those who transgress against them, even though when they have the power to 
take revenge, they prefer to forgive, as when Yusuf, peace be upon him, said to his brothers: 



(No reproach on you this day; may Allah forgive you) (12: 92). even though he was in a position 
to take revenge on them for what they had done to him. The Messenger of Allah forgave the 
eighty people who intended to do him harm during the year of Al-Hudaybiyah, camping by the 
mountain of At-Tan' im. When he overpowered them, he set them free, even though he was in 
a position to take revenge on them. He also forgave Ghawrath bin Al-Harith who wanted to kill 
him and unsheathed his sword while he was sleeping. The Prophet woke up to find him pointing 
the sword at him. He reproached him angrily and the sword dropped. Then the Messenger of 
Allah picked up the sword and called his Companions He told them what had happened, and he 
forgave the man. There are many similar Hadiths and reports. And Allah knows best. 



(40. The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof; but whoever forgives and makes 
reconciliation, his reward is with Allah. Verily, He likes not the wrongdoers.) (41. And indeed 
whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) 
against them.) (42. The way is only against those who oppress men and rebel in the earth 
without justification; for such there will be a painful torment.) (43. And verily, whosoever 
shows patience and forgives, that would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.) 



Forgiving or exacting Revenge on Wrongdoers 



(The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof). This is like the Ayat: 



(Then whoever transgresses the prohibition against you, you transgress likewise against him) 
(2:194), and 



(And if you punish, then punish them with the like of that with which you were afflicted) 
(16:126). Justice, has been prescribed, in the form of the prescribed laws of equality in 
punishment (Al-Qisas), but the better way, which means forgiving, is recommended, as Allah 
says: 



(and wounds equal for equal. But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall be 
for him an expiation) (5:45). Allah says here: 



(but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is with Allah. ) means, that will not 
be wasted with Allah. As it says in a Sahih Hadith: 

« » 

(Allah does not increase the person who forgives except in honor.)" 



(Verily, He likes not the wrongdoers.) means, the aggressors, i.e., those who initiate the evil 
actions. 



(And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered wrong, for such there is no way (of 
blame) against them.) means, there is no sin on him for taking revenge against the one who 
wronged him. 



(The way) means, the burden of sin, 



(is only against those who oppress men and rebel in the earth without justification;) means, 
those who initiate wrongful actions against others, as it says in the Sahih Hadith: 



» 



« 



(When two persons indulge in abusing each other, the one who initiated the wrongful action is 
to blame, unlessthe one who was wronged overstepsthe mark in retaliation.) 



(for such there will be a painful torment.) means, intense and agonizing. It was reported that 
Muhammad bin WasP said, "I came to Makkah and there was a security out post over the trench 
whose guards took me to Marwan bin Al-Muhallab, who was the governor of Basrah. He said, 
" What do you need, Abu " Abdullah' I said, " If you can do it, I need you to be like the brother 
of Banu x Adiy.' He said, " Who is the brother of Banu ' Adiy' He said, ' AI-' Ala' bin Ziyad; he once 
appointed a friend of his to a position of authority, and he wrote to him: If you can, only go to 
sleep after you make sure that there is nothing on your back i.e., you do not owe anything to 
anyone , your stomach is empty and your hands are untainted by the blood or wealth of the 
Muslims. If you do that, then there will be no way (of blame) against you -- 



(The way is only against those who oppress men and rebel in the earth without justification; for 
such there will be a painful torment.)' Marwan said, 'He spoke the truth, by Allah, and gave 
sincere advice. ' Then he said, ' What do you need, O Abu ' Abdullah' I said, " I need you to let 
me join my family.' He said, 'Yes I will do that .'" This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. When 
Allah condemned wrongdoing and the people who do it, and prescribed Al-Qisas, He 
encouraged forgiveness: 



(And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives,) meaning, whoever bears the insult with 
patience and conceals the evil action, 



(that would truly be from the things recommended by Allah.) Sa id bin Jubayr said, "This 
means, one of the things enjoined by Allah," i.e., good actions for which there will be a great 
reward and much praise. 



(44. And whomsoever Allah sends astray, for him there is no protector after Him. And you will 
see the wrongdoers, when they behold the torment, they will say: "Is there any way of return") 
(45. And you will see them brought forward to it (Hell) made humble by disgrace, (and) looking 
with stealthy glance. And those who believe will say: "Verily, the losers are they who lose 
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection." Verily, the wrongdoers will be in a 
lasting torment.) (46. And they will have no protectors to help them other than Allah. And he 
whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no way.) 



The State of the Wrongdoers on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah tells us that whatever He wills happens and whatever He does not will does not happen, 
and no one can make it happen. Whomever He guides, none can lead astray, and whomever He 
leads astray, none can guide, as He says: 



(but he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no protecting to lead him.) (18:17). Then 
Allah tells us about the wrongdoers, i.e., the idolators who associate others in worship with 
Allah: 



(when they behold the torment,) i.e., on the Day of Resurrection, they will wish that they 
could go back to this world. 



(they will say: "Is there any way of return") This is like the Ayah: 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of the 
believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been concealing before. But if 
they were returned, they would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And indeed 
they are liars.) (6:27-28) 



(And you will see them brought forward to it) means, to the Fire. 



(made humble by disgrace,) means, in a befitting manner, because of their previous 
disobedience towards Allah. 



((and) looking with stealthy glance.) Mujahid said, "In a humiliated manner." That is, they will 
steal glances at it, because they will be afraid of it. But the thing that they are afraid of will 
undoubtedly happen, and worse than that -- may Allah save us from that. 



(And those who believe will say) means, on the Day of Resurrection they will say: 



(Verily, the losers...) means, the greatest losers. 



(are they who lose themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection. ) means, they will 
be taken to the Fire and deprived of any pleasures in the Hereafter. They will lose themselves, 
and they will be separated from their loved ones, companions, families and relatives, and they 
will lose them. 



(Verily, the wrongdoers will be in a lasting torment.) means, everlasting and eternal, with no 
way out and no escape. 



(And they will have no protectors to help them other than Allah.) means, no one to save them 
from the punishment and torment which they are suffering. 



(And he whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no way.) means, no salvation. 



(47. Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a Day which cannot be 
averted. You will have no refuge on that Day nor there will be for you any denying.) (48. But if 
they turn away, We have not sent you as a Hafiz over them. Your duty is to convey. And verily, 
when We cause man to taste of mercy from Us, he rejoices there at; but when some evil 
befalls them because of the deeds which their hands have sent forth, then verily, man 
(becomes) ingrate!) 



Encouragement to obey Allah before the Day of Resurrection 



When Allah tells us about the horrors and terrifying events of the Day of Resurrection, He 
warns us about it and commands us to prepare for it : 



(Answer the Call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a Day which cannot be averted.) 
means, once He issues the command, it will come to pass within the blinking of an eye, and no 
one will be able to avert it or prevent it. 



(You will have no refuge on that Day nor there will be for you any denying.) means, you will 
have no stronghold in which to take refuge, no place in which to hide from Allah, for He will 
encompass you with His knowledge and power, and you will have no refuge from Him except 
with Him. 



(On that Day man will say: "Where (is the refuge) to flee" No! There is no refuge! Unto your 
Lord will be the place of rest that Day.) (75:10-12) 



(But if they turn away,) refersto the idolators, 



(We have not sent you as a Hafiz over them. ) means, 'you have no power over them.' And 
Allah says elsewhere: 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills) (2:272). 



(your duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the reckoning) (13:40). And Allah says 
here: 



(Your duty is to convey.) meaning, ' all that We require you to do is to convey the Message of 

Allah tr\ thorn ' 



Allah to them 



(And verily, when We cause man to taste of mercy from Us, he rejoicesthere at;) means, when 
a time of ease and comfort comes to him, he is happy about it. 



(but when befallsthem) means mankind. 



(some evil) means, drought, punishment, tribulation or difficulty, 



(then verily, man (becomes) ingrate!) means, he forgets the previous times of ease and 
blessings and acknowledges nothing but the present moment. If times of ease come to him, he 
becomes arrogant and transgresses, but if any difficulty befalls him, he loses hope and is filled 
with despair. This is like what the Messenger of Allah said to the women: 



» 



« 



)(0 women, give in charity, for I have seen that you form the majority of the people of Hell.) A 
woman asked, "Why isthat, Messenger of Allah" He said: 



» 



« 



(Because you complain too much, and you are ungrateful to (your) husbands. If one of you were 
to be treated kindly for an entire lifetime, then that kindness was lacking for one day, she 



would say, ' I have never seen anything good from you!') This is the case with most women, 
except for those whom Allah guides and who are among the people who believe and do 
righteous deeds. As the Prophet said, the believer is the one who: 



» 



« 



(... if something good happens to him, he is thankful, and that is good for him. If something 
bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and that is good for him. This does not happen 
to anyone except the believer.) 



(49. To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He creates what He wills. He 
bestows female upon whom He wills, and bestows male upon whom He wills.) (50. Or He 
bestows both males and females, and He renders barren whom He wills. Verily, He is the All- 
Knower and is Able (to do all things).) 



Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Sovereign and Controller of the 

heavens and the earth. 

Whatever he wills happens, and whatever He does not will does not happen. He gives to 
whomsoever He wills and withholds from whomsoever he wills; none can withhold what He 
gives, and none can give what He withholds, and He creates what ever He wills. 



(He bestows female upon whom He wills.) means, He gives them daughters only. Al-Baghawi 
said, "And among them (those who were given daughters only) was Lut, peace be upon him." 



(and bestows male upon whom He wills.) means, He gives them sons only. Al-Baghawi said, 
"Like Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, who did not have any daughters." 



(Or He bestows both males and females,) means, He gives to whomsoever He wills both males 
and females, sons and daughters. Al-Baghawi said, "Like Muhammad ." 



(and He renders barren whom He wills. ) means, so that he has no children at all. Al-Baghawi 
said, "Like Yahya and " Isa, peace be upon them." So people are divided into four categories: 
some are given daughters, some are given sons, some are given both sons and daughters, and 
some are not given either sons or daughters, but they are rendered barren, with no offspring. 



(Verily, He is the All-Knower) means, He knows who deserves to be in which of these 
categories. 



(and is Able (to do all things).) means, to do whatever He wills and to differentiate between 
people in this manner. This issue is similar to that referred to in the Ayah where Allah says of 
" Isa, peace be upon him: 



(And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind) (19:21): i.e., proof for them of His power, 
for He created people in four different ways. Adam, peace be upon him, was created from 
clay, from neither a male nor a female. Hawwa', peace be upon her, was created from a male 
without a female. All other people, besides' Isa, peace be upon him, were created from male 
and female, and this sign of Allah was completed with the creation of ' Isa bin Maryam, may 
peace be upon them both, who was created from a female without a male. Allah says: 



(And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind) (19: 21). This issue has to do with parents, 
whilst the previous issue has to do with children, and in each case there are four categories. 
Glory be to the All-Knower Who is Able to do all things. 



(51. It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him unless (it be) by 
revelation, or from behind a veil, or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His 
leave. Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.) (52. And thus We have sent to you Ruh of Our 
command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith. But We have made it a light 
wherewith We guide whosoever of Our servants We will. And verily, you are indeed guiding to a 
straight path.) (53. The path of Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is 
on the earth. Verily, all matters at the end go to Allah.) 



How the Revelation comes down 

This refers to how Allah sends revelation. Sometimes He casts something into the heart of the 
Prophet , and he has no doubt that it is from Allah, as it was reported in Sahih Ibn Hibban that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Ar-Ruh Al-Qudus i.e., Jibril breathed into my heart that no soul will die until its allotted 
provision and time have expired, so have Taqwa of Allah and keep seeking in a good (and 
lawful) way.) 



(or from behind a veil) -- as He spoke to Musa, peace be upon him. He asked to see Him after 
He had spoken to him, but this was not granted to him. In the Sahih, it recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah said to Jabir bin * Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him: 



» 



« 



(Allah never speaks to anyone except from behind a veil, but He spoke to your father directly.) 
This is how it was stated in the Hadith. He Jabir's father was killed on the day of Uhud, but 
this refersto the realm of Al-Barzakh, whereasthe Ayah speaks of this earthly realm. 



(or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His leave.) asJibril, peace be upon 
him, and other angels came down to the Prophets, peace be upon them. 



(Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise.) He is Most High, All-Knowing, Most Wise. 



(And thus We have sent to you Ruh of Our command.) means, the Qur'an. 



(You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith.) means, ' in the details which were given to 
you in the Qur'an.' 



(But We have made it) means, the Qur'an, 



(a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our servants We will. ) This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (theQur'an) is blindness for them.") (41:44). 



(And verily, you) means, ' Muhammad,' 



(are indeed guiding to a straight path.) means, the correct behavior. Then Allah explains this 
further by saying: 



(The path of Allah) meaning, His Laws which He enjoins. 



(to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth.) means, their Lord and 
Sovereign, the One Who is controlling and ruling them, Whose decree cannot be overturned. 



(Verily, all matters at the end go to Allah.) means, all matters come back to Him and He issues 
judgement concerning them. Glorified and exalted be He far above all that the evildoers and 
deniers say. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ash-Shura 

The Tafsir of Surat Az-Zukhruf 

(Chapter - 43) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of 

Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 

.Merciful 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. By the manifest Book.) (3. Verily, We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic that you 
may be able to understand.) (4. And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed 
exalted, full of wisdom.) (5. Shall We then take away the Reminder from you, because you are 
a people excessive.) (6. And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men of old.) (7. 
And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him.) (8. Then We 
destroyed men stronger (in power) than these and the example of the ancients has passed 
away.) 



(Ha-Mim. By the manifest Book.) means, plain and clear in both wording and meaning, because 
it was revealed in the language of the Arabs, which is the most eloquent language for 
communication among people. Allah says: 



(Verily, We have made it) meaning, revealed it, 



(a Qur'an in Arabic) meaning, in the language of the Arabs, eloquent and clear; 



(that you may be able to understand.) means, that you may understand it and ponder its 
meanings. This is like the Ayah: 



(In the plain Arabic language.) (26:195) 



(And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book with Us, indeed exalted, full of wisdom.) This 
explains the high status of the Qur'an among the hosts on high (the angels), so that the people 
of earth will respect it, venerate it and obey it. 



(And verily, it) means, the Qur'an, 



(is in the Mother of the Book) meaning, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz (the Preserved Tablet). This was the 
view of Ibn ' Abbas and Muj ahid. 



(with Us,) means, in Our presence. This was the view of Qatadah and others. 



(indeed exalted) means, occupying a position of honor and virtue. This was the view of 
Qatadah. 



(full of wisdom.) means, clear, with no confusion or deviation. All of this indicates its noble 
st at us and virtue, as Allah says elsewhere: 



(That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well-guarded. Which none can touch 
but the pure. A revelation from the Lord of the all that exists.) (56:77-80) 



(Nay, indeed it is an admonition. 3d whoever wills, let him pay attention to it. (It is) in Records 
held (greatly) in honor, exalted, purified, in the hands of scribes (angels), honorable and 
obedient.) (80:11-16) 



(Shall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from you, because you are a people 
excessive.) means, ' do you think that We will forgive you and not punish you, when you do not 
do as you have been commanded' This was the view of Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, Abu Salih, Mujahid and As-Suddi, and wasthe view favored by Ibn Jarir. 



(Shall We then take away the Reminder (this Qur'an) from you,) Qatadah said, "By Allah, if this 
Qur'an had been taken away when the first generations of this Ummah rejected it, they would 
have been doomed, but Allah by His mercy persisted in sending it and calling them to it for 
twenty years, or for as long as He willed." What Qatadah said is very good, and his point is that 
Allah, by His grace and mercy towards His creation, did not stop calling them to the truth and 
to the wise Reminder, i.e., the Qur'an, even though they were heedless and turned away from 
it. Indeed, He sent it so that those who were decreed to be guided might be guided by it, and 
so that proof might be established against those who were decreed to be. 



Consolation to the Prophet for the Disbelief of Quraysh 

Then Allah consoles His Prophet for the disbelief of his people, and commands him to bear it 
with patience. 



(And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men of old.) meaning, among the sects 
(communities) of old. 



(And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him.) means, they 
disbelieved him and mock at him. 



(Then We destroyed men stronger than these) means, ' We destroyed those who disbelieved in 
the Messengers, and they were stronger in power than these who disbelieve in you, 
Muhammad.' This is like the Ayah: 



(Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what was the end of those before them 
They were more in number than them and mightier in strength) (40:82). And there are many 
similar Ayat. 



(and the example of the ancients has passed away. ) Mujahid said, "The way of their life." 
Qatadah said, "Their punishment." Others said, "Their lesson," i.e., " We made them a lesson for 
those disbelievers who came after them, that they would suffer the same end as them,' as in 
the Ayah at the end of this Surah: 



(And We made them a precedent, and an example to later generations.) (43:56); 



(this has been the way of Allah in dealing with His servants) (40:85). 



(and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.) (33:62) 



(9. And indeed if you ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth" They will surely 
say: "The All-Mighty, the All-Knower created them.") (10. Who has made for you the earth like 
a bed, and has made for you roads therein, in order that you may find your way.) (11. And Who 
sends down water from the sky in due measure, then We revive a dead land therewith, and 
even so you will be brought forth.) (12. And Who has created all the pairs and has appointed 
for you ships and cattle on which you ride,) (13. In order that you may mount on their backs, 
and then may remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon, and say: "Glory to 
Him Who has subjected this to us, and we could have never had it.") (14. And verily, to Our 
Lord we indeed are to return!") 



The Idolators' admission that Allah is the Sole Creator, and Further 

Evidence of that 

Allah says: ' If you, Muhammad, were to ask these idolators who associate others with Allah 
and worship others besides Him,' 



("Who has created the heavens and the earth" They will surely say: "The All-Mighty, the All- 
Knower created them.") In other words, they will admit that the Creator of all that is Allah 
Alone, with no partner or associate, yet they still worship others -- idols and false gods -- 
alongside Him. 



(Who has made for you the earth like a bed,) means, smooth, stable and firm, so that you can 
travel about in it, and stand on it and sleep and walk about, even though it is created above 
water, but He has strengthened it with the mountains, lest it should shake. 



(and has made for you roads therein,) means, paths between the mountains and the valleys. 



(in order that you may find your way.) means, in your journeys from city to city, region to 
region, land to land. 



(And Who sends down water from the sky in due measure, ) means, according to what is 
sufficient for your crops, fruits and drinking water for yourselves and your cattle. 



(then We revive a dead land therewith,) means, a barren land, for when the water comesto it, 
it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth). By referring to 
the revival of the earth, Allah draws attention to how He will bring bodies back to life on the 
Day of Resurrection, after they have been dead. 



(and even so you will be brought forth.) Then Allah says: 



(And Who has created all the pairs) meaning, of everything that grows in the earth, all kinds of 
plants, crops, fruits, flowers, etc., and all different kinds of animals. 



(and has appointed for you ships) or vessels, 



(and cattle on which you ride.) means, He has subjugated them to you and made it easy for you 
to eat their meat, drink their milk and ride on their backs. Allah says: 



(In order that you may mount on their backs, ) meaning, sit comfortably and securely, 



(on their backs) means, on the backs of these kinds of animals. 



(and then may remember the favor of your Lord) means, whereby these animals are subjugated 
to you. 



(when you mount thereon, and say: "Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we could 
have never had it.") means, if it were not for the fact that Allah has subjugated these things to 
us, we could never have done this by our own strength.' Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn 
Zayd said: "We could not have done this ourselves." 



(And verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return.) means, 'We will return to Him after our 
death, and our ultimate destination is with Him.' In this Ayah, mention of earthly journeys 
draws attention to the journey of the Hereafter, just as elsewhere, mention of earthly 
provision draws attention to the importance of ensuring provision for the Hereafter, as Allah 
says: 



(And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is the Taqwa) (2:197). 
And mention of earthly garments is also used to draw attention to the raiment of the 
Hereafter: 



(and as an adornment; and the raiment of the Taqwa, that is better) (7:26). 



(15. Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. Verily, man is indeed a manifest 
ingrate!) (16. Or has He taken daughters out of what He has created, and He has selected for 
you sons) (17. And if one of them is informed of the news of that which he sets forth as a 
parable to the Most Gracious, his face becomes dark, and he is filled with grief!) (18. A 
creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in dispute cannot make itself clear) (19. 
And they make females the angels who themselves are servants of the Most Gracious. Did they 
witness their creation Their testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned!) (20. And 
they said: "If it had been the will of the Most Gracious, 

Condemnation of the Idolators' attribution of Offspring to Allah 

Here Allah speaks of the lies and fabrications of the idolators, when they devoted some of their 
cattle to their false gods and some to Allah, as He described in Surat Al-An' am where He said: 



(And they assign to Allah share of the tilth and cattle which He has created, and they say: "This 
is for Allah" according to their claim, "and this is for our partners." But the share of their 
partners reaches not Allah, while the share of Allah reaches their partners! Evil is the way they 
judge!) (6:136). Similarly, out of the two kinds of offspring, sons and daughters, they assigned 
to Him the worst and least valuable (in their eyes), i.e., daughters, as Allah says: 



(Is it for you the males and for Him the females That indeed is a division most unfair!) (53:21- 
22) And Allah says here: 



(Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. Verily, man is indeed a manifest 
ingrate!) Then He says: 



(Or has He taken daughters out of what He has created, and He has selected for you sons) This 
is a denunciation of them in the strongest terms, as He goes on to say: 



(And if one of them is informed of the news of that which he sets forth as a parable to the Most 
Gracious, his face becomes dark, and he is filled with grief!) means, if one of these people is 
given the news that there has been born to him one of those which he attributes to Allah, i.e., 
a daughter, he hates this news and it depresses and overwhelms him so much that he keeps 



away from people because he feels so ashamed. Allah says, so how can they dislike that so 
much and yet they attribute it to Allah 



(A creature who is brought up in adornments, and who in dispute cannot make itself clear) 
means, women are regarded as lacking something, which they make up for with jewelry and 
adornments from the time of childhood onwards, and when there is a dispute, they cannot 
speak up and defend themselves clearly, so how can this be attributed to Allah 



(And they make females the angels who themselves are servants of the Most Gracious.) means, 
that iswhat they believe about them, but Allah denouncesthem for that and says: 



(Did they witness their creation) meaning, did they see Allah creating them as females 



(Their testimony will be recorded,) means, concerning that, 



(and they will be questioned!) means, about that, on the Day of Resurrection. This is a stern 
warning and a serious threat. 



(And they said: "If it had been the will of the Most Gracious, we should not have worshipped 
them.") means, (they said:) ' if Allah had willed, He would have prevented us from worshipping 
these idols which are images of the angels who are the daughters of Allah; He knows about this 
and He approves of it.' By saying this, they combined several types of error: First: They 
attributed offspring to Allah -- exalted and sanctified be He far above that. Second: They 
claimed that He chose daughters rather than sons, and they made the angels, who are the 
servants of the Most Gracious, female. Third: They worshipped them with no proof, evidence or 
permission from Allah. This was based on mere opinion, whims and desires, imitation of their 
elders and forefathers, and pure ignorance. They used Allah's decree as an excuse, and this 
reasoning betrayed their ignorance. Fourth: Allah denounced them for this in the strongest 
terms, for from the time He first sent Messengers and revealed Books, the command was to 



worship Him Alone with no partner or associate, and it was forbidden to worship anything other 
than Him. Allah says: 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid all false deities." Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were some 
upon whom the straying was justified. So travel through the land and see what was the end of 
those who denied.) (16:36) 



(And ask those of Our Messengers whom We sent before you: "Did We ever appoint gods to be 
worshipped besides the Most Gracious") (43:45) And Allah says in this Ayah, after mentioning 
this argument of theirs: 



(They have no knowledge whatsoever of that.) meaning, of the truth of what they say and the 
arguments they put forward. 



(They do nothing but lie!) means, they tell lies and fabricate untruths. 



(They have no knowledge whatsoever of that. They do nothing but lie!) Mujahid said, "They do 
not appreciate the power of Allah." 



(21. Or have We given them any Book before this (the Qur'an) to which they are holding fast) 
(22. Nay! They say: "We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we guide 
ourselves by their footsteps.") e(23. And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any 
town (people) but the luxurious ones among them said: "We found our fathers following a 
certain way and religion, and we will indeed follow their footsteps.") (24. He said: "Even if I 
bring you better guidance than that which you found your fathers following" They said: "Verily, 
we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent.") (25. So We took revenge on them, then 
see what was the end of those who denied.) 



The Idolators have no Proof 

Allah condemns the idolators for worshipping others instead of Allah with no evidence or proof 
for doing so. 



(Or have We given them any Book before this) means, before their idolatry. 



(to which they are holding fast) means, with regard to what they are doing. This is not the 
case. This is like the Ayah: 



(Or have We revealed to them an authority (a Scripture), which speaks of that which they have 
been associating with Him) (30:35) meaning, that did not happen. Then Allah says: 



(Nay! They say: "we found our fathers following a certain way and religion (Ummah), and we 
guide ourselves by their footsteps.") meaning, they have no grounds for their belief in idolatry 
apart from the fact that they are imitating their fathers and forefathers who were following a 
certain Ummah or way, i.e., religion. The word Ummah is used in a similar manner elsewhere, 
where Allah says: 



(And verily, this your religion (Ummah) is one religion) (23:52), and they said; 



(and we by their footsteps) means, behind them 



(We guide ourselves) This is their claim with no evidence. Then Allah points out that what 
these people say was already said by those who were like them among the nations of the past 
who disbelieved in the Messengers. Their hearts and their words are similar. 



(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!" 
Have they transmitted this saying to these Nay, they are themselves a people transgressing 
beyond bounds!) (51:52-53) And Allah says here: 



(And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any town (people) but the luxurious ones 
among them said: "We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will 
indeed follow their footsteps.") Then He says: 



(Say) -- ' O Muhammad, to these idolators ■ 



("Even if I bring you better guidance than that which you found your fathers following" They 
said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent.") 'Even if they were 
convinced of the truth of what you have brought to them, they will not follow it, because of 
their evil intentions and their arrogance towardsthe truth and its people.' 



(So We took revenge on them) means, on the disbelieving nations, by inflicting various kinds of 
punishments, as Allah has described in the stories of those nations. 



(then see what was the end of those who denied) means, see what became of them, how they 
were destroyed and how Allah saved the believers. 



(26. And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father and his people: "Verily, I am innocent of 
what you worship,") (27. "Except Him Who created me; and verily, He will guide me.") (28. And 
he made it a word lasting among his offspring, that they may turn back.) (29. Nay, but I gave to 
these and their fathers to enjoy, till there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making 
things clear.) (30. And when the truth came to them, they said: "This is magic, and we 
disbelieve therein.") (31. And they say: "Why is not thisQur'an sent down to some great man of 
the two towns") (32. Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord It is We Who 
portion out between them their livelihood in this world, and We raised some of them above 
others in ranks, so that some may employ others in their work. But the mercy of your Lord is 
better than what they amass.) (33. And were it not that mankind would have become of one 
community, We would have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most Gracious, silver roofs 
for their houses, and elevators whereby they ascend,) (34. And for their houses, doors, and 
thrones on which they could recline,) (35. And adornments of gold. Yet all this would have 
been nothing but an enjoyment of this world. And the Hereafter with your Lord is for those who 
have Taqwa.) 



Ibrahim's Declaration of Tawhid Here 

Allah tells us about His servant, Messenger and close Friend, the leader of the monot heists and 
the father of all subsequent Prophets, from whom Quraysh were descended and claimed to 
have taken their religion. He disowned his father's and his people's worship of idols and said: 



("Verily, I am innocent of what you worship, except Him Who created me; and verily, He will 
guide me." And he made it a Word lasting among his offspring,) The Word means the worship of 
Allah Alone with no partner or associate, and the denunciation of all gods apart from Him, i.e., 
La ilaha illallah. He left this word as an example to be followed by those of his progeny who 
were guided by Allah. 



(that they may turn back.) means, come back to this word. ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others commented on the Ayah: 



(And he made it a Word lasting among his offspring,) "This means, La ilaha illallah, and there 
are still those among his offspring who say it." A similar view was narrated from Ibn " Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him. Ibn Zayd said, "The word of Islam," which refers to the same 
thing suggested by the group. 



How the People of Makkah turned away from the Messenger and 
opposed Him, and His Response 



Allah further says: 



(Nay, but I gave to these) means, the idolators, 



(and their fathers) means, they lived a long life in their misguidance. 



(till there came to them the truth, and a Messenger making things clear.) means, his message is 
clear and his warning is clear. 



(And when the truth came to them, they said: "This is magic, and we disbelieve therein.") 
means, they were arrogant and stubborn, and they pushed him away out of disbelief, envy and 
transgression. 



(And they say) means, objecting to that which Allah has revealed to him, 



(Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns) meaning, why was this 
Qur'an not revealed to some man who was great and prominent in their eyes, from the two 
towns, i.e., Makkah and At-Ta'if This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, " Ikrimah, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. Several 
scholars of Tafsir stated that by this, the Quraysh meant Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah and ' Urwah 
bin Mas' ud Ath-Thaqafi. The apparent meaning is that what they meant was a great man from 
either of the two towns. Allah responded to their rejection by saying: 



(Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord) meaning, the matter has nothing to 
do with them; it is for Allah to decide. Allah knows best where to direct His Message, and He 
does not reveal it except to the one who is the purest in heart and soul, and of the noblest 
descent. Then Allah points out that He differentiates among His creation in terms of what He 
gives them of wealth, provision, intellect, understanding and other visible and hidden 
strengths: 



(It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in thisworld,) 



(so that some may employ others in their work.) It was said that this means that some employ 
others in their work, because one needs the other, and vice versa. This was the view of As- 
Suddi and others. 



(But the mercy of your Lord is better than which they amass.) means, the mercy of Allah 
towards His creation is better for them than the wealth and conveniences of this world which 
they possess. 



Wealth is not a Sign of Divine Pleasure 



(And were it not that mankind would have become of one community,) means, 'were it not for 
the fact that many ignorant people would think that Our giving them wealth was a sign that We 
love the person to whom We give it, and thus they would have agreed upon disbelief for the 
sake of wealth.' This isthe view of Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. 



(We would have provided for those who disbelieve in the Most Gracious, silver roofs for their 
houses, and elevators) means, ladders and staircases of silver. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others. 



(whereby they ascend,) means, go up. And their houses would have doors, i.e., locks on their 
doors, 



(and thrones on which they could recline,) means, all of that would be made of silver. 



(And adornments) means, and gold. Thiswasthe view of Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn 
Zayd. 



(Yet all this would have been nothing but an enjoyment of this world.) means, all that belongs 
to this transient world which is insignificant before Allah. He hastens their reward for good 
deeds in the form of luxuries in this world, so that when they reach the Hereafter, they will 
have no good merits with Allah for which they may be rewarded, as was reported in the Sahih 
Hadith. It was reported in another Hadith: 



» 



« 



(If this world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would not give a disbeliever a drink of 
water.) Al-Baghawi narrated its chain of narration. 



(And the Hereafter with your Lord is (only) for those who have Taqwa.) means, it is exclusively 
for them, and no one else will share it with them. When ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be 
pleased with him, visited the Messenger of Allah in seclusion, when he was keeping away from 
his wives, and he saw him resting on a rough mat which had left marks on his side, his eyes 
filled with tears and he said, "0 Messenger of Allah, look at this Chosroes and this Caesar with 
all that they have, and you are the best of Allah's creation. " The Messenger of Allah was 
reclining, but he sat up and said: 

« » 

(Are you in doubt, son of Al-Khattab) Then he said: 



» 



« 



(Those are people for whom the enjoyments are hastened in this world.) According to another 
report: 

« » 

(Does it not please you that this world is for them and the Hereafter is for us) In as the Two 
Sahihsand elsewhere, it is reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(Do not drink from vessels of gold and silver, and do not eat from plates of the same, for these 
things are for them in this world and for us in the Hereafter.) Allah has granted these things to 
them in this world because it is insignificant, as was reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah via 
Abu Hazim from Sahl bin Sa* d, who said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 

« 

n( If this world were worth a gnat's wing before Allah, He would never give a disbeliever a drink 
of water.)" At-Tirmidhi said: "Hasan Sahih." 



(36. And whosoever Ya' shu (turns away blindly) from the remembrance of the Most Gracious, 
We appoint for him Shaytan to be a Qarin (a companion) to him.) (37. And verily, they hinder 
them from the path, but they think that they are guided aright!) (38. Till, when (such a one) 
comes to Us, he says, "Would that between me and you were the distance of the two easts (or 
the east and west) a worst companion (indeed)!") (39. It will profit you not this Day as you did 
wrong, (and) that you will be sharers in the punishment.) (40. Can you make the deaf to hear, 
or can you guide the blind or him who is in manifest error) (41. And even if We take you away, 
We shall indeed take vengeance on them.) (42. Or (if) We show you that wherewith We 
threaten them, then verily, We have perfect command over them.) (43. 3d hold you fast to 
that which is revealed to you. Verily, you are on the straight path.) (44. And verily, this is 
indeed a Dhikr for you and your people, and you will be questioned.) (45. And ask whom We 
sent before you of Our Messengers: "Did We ever appoint gods to be worshipped besides the 
Most Gracious") 



The Shaytan is the Companion of the One Who turns away from Ar- 

Rahman 



(And whosoever Ya* shu (turns away blindly)) means, whoever willfully ignores and turns away 



(from the remembrance of the Most Gracious,) AI-' Asha (the root of Ya* sh) refers to weakness 
of vision; what is meant here is weakness of insight. 



(We appoint for him Shaytan to be a Qarin (a companion) to him.) This is like the Ayat: 



(And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown 
clearly to him) (4:115), 



(So when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts away) (61:5), and 



(And We have assigned for them intimate companions, who have made fair seeming to them, 
what was before them and what was behind them) (41:25). Allah says here: 



(And verily, they hinder them from the path, but they think that they are guided aright! Until, 
when he comes to Us,) meaning, for this person who willfully neglects true guidance, We send 
to him a Shaytan to lead him astray and show him the path to Hell. When he comes before 
Allah on the Day of Resurrection, he will complain about the Shaytan who was appointed to 
accompany him. 



(he says, "Would that between me and you were the distance of the two easts -- a worst 
companion (indeed)!") Some of them recited it; ( ) (Till, when they both come to Us.) 

referring to the companion Shaytan and the one whom he accompanies. Then Allah says: 



(It will profit you not this Day as you did wrong, (and) that you will be sharers in the 
punishment.) means, ' your being together in the Fire will not help you in the slightest, and you 
will both partake of the painful punishment.' Allah says: 



Can you make the deaf to hear, or can you guide the blind or him who is in manifest error 
means, 'that is not up to you. All you have to do is convey the Message, but you do not have to 
guide them. Allah guides whomsoever He wills and sends astray whomsoever He wills, and He is 
Wise and Just in doing so.' 



Allah's Vengeance upon the Enemies of His Messenger will surely 

come to pass 



Allah further says: 



(And even if We take you away, We shall indeed take vengeance on them.) means, 'We will 
inevitably wreak vengeance upon them and punish them, even if you pass away.' 



(Or (if) We show you that wherewith We threaten them, then verily, We have perfect command 
over them.) means, 'We are able to do both,' but Allah will not take His Messenger (in death) 
until He gives him the joy of seeing his enemies brought low and gives him power and authority 
over them and their wealth. This was the view of As-Suddi and was the opinion favored by Ibn 
Jarir. 



Encouragement to adhere to the Qur'an 

Allah then says; 



(So hold you fast to that which is revealed to you. Verily, you are on the straight path.) means, 
hold fast to the Qur'an which has been sent down to your heart, for it is truth and what it leads 
to is truth that shows the way to the straight path that leads to Gardens of Delight and eternal, 
everlasting goodness. 



(And verily, this is a Dhikr for you and your people,) It was said that this means, ' it is an honor 
for you and your people;' this was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, 
Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. This means that it is an honor for them in that it was 
revealed in their language, so they are the people who have the best understanding of it among 
mankind and hence are obliged to be the most steadfast in adhering to its commandments. This 



is how the best of them were, the first immigrants and those who emulated them and followed 
them. It was also said that the meaning of the phrase; 



(And verily, this is indeed a Dhikr for you and your people,) was that * it was sent to remind you 
and your people.' The fact that they are singled out does not exclude others. This is like the 
Ayat: 



(Indeed, We have sent down for you (0 mankind) a Book in which there is Dhikrukum (your 
Reminder). Will you not then understand) (21:10) 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred) (26:214) 



(and you will be questioned.) means, 'about this Qur'an, and how you acted upon it and what 
your response to it was.' 



(And ask whom We sent before you of Our Messengers: "Did We ever appoint gods to be 
worshipped besides the Most Gracious") means, 'all the Messengers called their people to the 
same as that to which you are calling mankind, namely the worship of Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate, and they forbade the worship of idols and false gods.' This is like the 
Ayah: 



(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship 
Allah, and avoid all false deities.") (16:36) Mujahid said that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud recited it: 
( ( ) ) (And ask those whom We sent before you of Our Messengers.) 

This was narrated by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi from Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Yet this appears to be an explanation rather than an alternate version of recitation. 
And Allah knows best. 



(46. And indeed We did send Musa with Our Ayat to Fif awn and his chiefs. He said: "Verily, I 
am a Messenger of the Lord of all that exists.") (47. But when he came to them with Our Ayat, 
behold, they laughed at them). (48. And not an Ayah We showed them but it was greater than 
its fellow preceding it, and We seized them with torment, in order that they might turn.) (49. 
And they said (to Musa): "0 you sorcerer! Invoke your Lord for us according to what He has 
made a pact with you. Verily, We shall guide ourselves.") (50. But when We removed the 
torment from them, behold, they broke their covenant.) 



Musa was sent with the Message of Tawhid to Fir awn and His 

Chiefs 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Musa, peace be upon him, and how He sent 
him to Fif awn and his chiefs. That is, his governors, ministers, leaders and followers among 
the Egyptians and the Children of Israel. Allah sent him to call them to worship Allah alone, 
with no partner or associate, and to forbid them from worshipping anything other than Him. He 
sent him with mighty signs, such as his hand and his staff, other signs such as the flood, 
locusts, Qummal, frogs and blood, and the loss of their crops and lives. Yet despite all that 
they remained arrogant and stubbornly refused to follow him; they rejected his message and 
made fun of it, and laughed at the one who had brought it. 



(And not an Ayah We showed them but it was greater than its fellow preceding it,) but despite 
that they would not give up their sin, misguidance, ignorance and confusion. Every time one of 
these signs came to them, they would go and implore Musa, saying, 



("0 you sorcerer!...") meaning, expert or knowledgeable one -- this was the view of Ibn Jarir. 
The scholars of that time were the sorcerers or magicians, and magic was not regarded as 
something reprehensible by them at that time, so this was not a slight on their part. They were 
in a state of need, so it would not have been appropriate for them to insult him. This was a 
way of honoring him, as they thought. On each occasion, they promised Musa that if the 
torment was lifted from them, they would believe in him and let the Children of Israel go with 
him, but on each occasion they went back on their word. This is like the Ayat: 



(So We sent on them: the flood, the locusts, the Qummal, the frogs, and the blood; manifest 
signs, yet they remained arrogant, and they were of those people who were criminals. And 
when the punishment struck them, they said: "0 Musa! Invoke your Lord for us because of His 
promise to you. If you remove the punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, and we 
shall let the Children of Israel go with you." But when We removed the punishment from them 
to a fixed term, which they had to reach, behold! they broke their word!) (7:133-135) 



(51. And Fif awn proclaimed among his people (saying): "0 my people! Is not mine the 
dominion of Egypt, and these rivers flowing underneath me. See you not then") (52. "Am I not 
better than this one (Musa) who is despicable and can scarcely express himself clearly") (53. 
Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or angels sent along with him") (54. Thus 
he fooled his people, and they obeyed him. Verily, they were ever a people who were 
rebellious.) (55. So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all.) (56. And 
We made them a precedent, and an example to later generations.) 



Fir awn's Address to His People and how Allah punished Him 

Allah tells us how Fir" awn stubbornly persisted in his rebellion and disbelief. He assembled his 
people and addressed them in a vainglorious fashion, boasting of his dominion over Egypt. 



(Is not mine the dominion of Egypt, and these rivers flowing underneath me) Qatadah said, 
"They had gardens and rivers of flowing water." 



(See you not then) means, "do you not see my position of might and power' -- implying that 
Musa and his followers were poor and weak. This is like the Ayah: 



(Then he gathered (his people) and cried aloud, saying: "I am your lord, most high." So Allah 
seized him with punishment for his last and first transgression.) (79:23-25) 



(Am I not better than this one who is despicable) As-Suddi said, "He was saying, ' indeed I am 
better than this one, who is despicable'." Some of the grammarians of Basrah said that Fir" awn 
-- may the curse of Allah be upon him -- was saying that he was better than Musa, peace be 
upon him. But this is an obvious lie, may continued curses be upon him until the Day of 



Resurrection. By describing Musa as despicable he meant -- as Sufyan said -- insignificant. 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "He meant, weak." Ibn Jarir said, "He meant, he had no power, 
authority or wealth." 



(and can scarcely express himself clearly) means, he cannot speak clearly, he stammers and 
cannot speak well. Fif awn's description of Musa as "despicable" is a lie; rather it is he who was 
despicable and insignificant, lacking in physical, moral and religious terms, and it is Musa who 
was noble, truthful, righteous and upright. 



(and can scarcely express himself clearly). This was also a lie. Although something happened to 
Musa's tongue when he was a child, when it was burnt by a coal. He asked Allah to loosen the 
knot from his tongue (i.e., to correct his speech defect) so that they could understand what he 
said, and Allah had answered his prayer and said: 



(You are granted your request, Musa) (20:36). It may be the case that some problem 
remained which he had not asked to be relieved of, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri suggested, and that he 
had asked only to be relieved of that which stood in the way of his conveying the Message. A 
person cannot be blamed for physical matters over which he has no control. Even though 
Fir' awn had the intelligence to understand that, he wanted to confuse and mislead his people, 
who were ignorant and stupid. 3d he said: 



(Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him...) meaning, adornments which are 
placed on the arms. This was the view of Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Qatadah 
and others. 



(or angels sent along with him) meaning, to serve him and to testify that he is telling the truth. 
He looked only at outward appearances and did not understand the true inner matters that are 
clearer than what he focused on, if only he had understood that. Allah says: 



(Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him.) meaning, he confused them and invited 
them to misguidance, and they responded to him. 



(Verily, they were ever a people who were rebellious.) Then Allah says: 



(So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all.) Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said it means: "When they angered 
Us means, they provoked Our wrath." Ad-Dahhak said, it means "They made Us angry." This was 
also the view of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al- 
Qurazi, Qatadah, As-Suddi and other scholars of Tafsir. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ' Uqbah bin 
' Amir, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



(When you see that Allah gives a person what he wants even though he is persisting in sin, that 
meansthat Allah is enticing him into destruction.) Then he recited: 



(So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all.) It was reported that 
Tariq bin Shihab said, "I was with 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, and the issue of 
sudden death was mentioned. He said, 'It is a relief for the believer and a source of regret for 
the disbeliever.' Then he recited the Ayah: 



(So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all). " ' Umar bin 'Abdul- 
'Aziz, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I found that punishment comes with negligence, 
meaning the Ayah: 



(So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all). 



(And We made them a precedent, and an example to later generations.) Abu Mijlaz said, 
"Precedent for others who do the same as they did." He and Mujahid said, "An example, i.e., a 
lesson to those who come after them." Allah is the One Who guides to the straight path, and 
unto Him isthe final return. 



(57. And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, behold, your people cry aloud 
thereat.) (58. And say: "Are our gods better or is he" They quoted not the above example 
except for argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome people.) (59. He was not more than a 
servant. We granted Our favor to him, and We made him an example for the Children of Israel.) 
(60. And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace you on the earth.) (61. And 
he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the Hour. Therefore have no doubt concerning it. 
And follow Me! This is the straight path.) (62. And let not Shaytan hinder you. Verily, he 
(Shaytan) to you is a plain enemy.) (63. And when ' Isa came with clear proofs, he said: "I have 
come to you with Al-Hikmah, and in order to make clear to you some of that in which you 
differ. Therefore have Taqwa of Allah and obey me.") (64. "Verily, Allah! He is my Lord and 



your Lord. 3d worship Him. This is the straight path.") (65. But the sects from among 
themselves differed. 3d woe to those who do wrong from the torment of a painful Day!) 



The Contempt of the Quraysh for the son of Maryam, and His true 

Status with Allah 

Allah tells us how the Quraysh persisted in their disbelief and stubborn arguments: 



(And when the son of Maryam isquoted as an example, behold, your people cry aloud thereat.) 
Several others narrated that Ibn ~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, As- 
Suddi and Ad-Dahhak said, "They laughed, i.e., they were astounded by that." Qatadah said, 
"They were repelled by that and they laughed." Ibrahim An-Nakha' i said, "They turned away." 
The reason for this was mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishaq in As-Srah. He said, "According to 
what I have heard, the Messenger of Allah sat down one day with Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah in 
the Masjid, and An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came and sat down with them. There were also other 
men from the Quraysh in the gathering. The Messenger of Allah spoke, then An-Nadr bin Al- 
Harith came up to him and the Messenger of Allah spoke to him until he defeated him in 
argument. Then he recited to him and to them, 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! 
(Surely) you will enter it.) (21:98) Then the Messenger of Allah got up and went to sit with 
~ Abdullah bin Al-Zab' ari At-Tamimi. Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah said to him, 'By Allah, An-Nadr 
bin Al-Harith could not match the son of ' Abd Al-Muttalib in argument. Muhammad claims that 
we and these gods that we worship are fuel for Hell.' 'Abdullah bin Az-Zab' ari said, ' By Allah, 
if I meet with him I will defeat him in argument. Ask Muhammad whether everyone that is 
worshipped instead of Allah will be in Hell with those who worshipped him, for we worship the 
angels, and the Jews worship ' Uzayr, and the Christians worship the Messiah ' Isa bin Maryam.' 
Al-Walid and those who were sitting with him were amazed at what 'Abdullah bin Az-Zab' ari 
said, and they thought that he had come up with a good point. He said thisto the Messenger of 
Allah , who said: 



» 



« 



(Everyone who likes to worship something other than Allah will be with the one whom he 
worshipped, for indeed they are worshipping the Shaytan and whomever told them to worship 
that person.)" Then Allah revealed the words: 



(Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us, they will be removed far therefrom 
(Hell)) (21:101), meaning that " Isa, ' Uzayr and rabbis and monks who were also worshipped, 
who spent their lives in devotion towards Allah. The misguided people who came after them 
took them as lords instead of Allah. Concerning the notion of worshipping the angels as 
daughters of Allah, the following words were revealed: 



(And they say: "The Most Gracious has begotten a son (or children)." Glory to Him! They are but 
honored servants.) (21:26) Concerning ' Isa bin Maryam, the fact that he is worshipped instead 
of Allah, and to the amazement of Al-Walid and the others who were present at the argument, 
the following was revealed: 



(And when the son of Maryam isquoted as an example, behold, your people cry aloud thereat.) 
meaning, they take this argument as a basis for rejecting your message. Then Allah mentions 
' Isa bin Maryam and says: 



(He was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him, and We made him an example 
for the Children of Israel. And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace you 
on the earth. And he [" Isa) shall be a known sign for the Hour. ) meaning, the miracles and 
signs that happened at his hands, such as raising the dead and healing the sick, are sufficient 
as signs of the approach of the Hour. 



(Therefore have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me! This is the straight path)." Ibn Jarir 
mentioned that AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented 
on the Ayah: 



(And when the son of Maryam isquoted as an example, behold, your people cry aloud thereat.) 
"This meansthe Quraysh, when it was said to them: 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! 
(Surely) you will enter it.) (21:98) The Quraysh said to him: 'What about ' Isa bin Maryam' He 
said: 



« » 

(He is the servant and Messenger of Allah.) They said, " By Allah, he means that we should take 
him as a lord just as the Christians took ' Isa son of Maryam as a lord.' Then Allah said: 



(They quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome 
people)." 



(And say: "Are our gods better or is he"). Qatadah said, "They were saying, ' our gods are better 
than him'." Qatadah said; "Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, recited it ( ) 

(Are our gods better or is this (person))" they mean Muhammad . 



(They quoted not the above example except for argument.) means, for the sake of stubborn 
argument, for they knew that he (" Isa ) was not included in the Ayah (21:98), because that 
would not make sense. The words, 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!) 
(21:98) are addressed to the Quraysh, for they used to worship idols and false gods -- they did 
not worship the Messiah so why should he be included in what the Ayah says What they said was 
only for the sake of argument; they did not really believe in it. Imam Ahmad, may Allah have 
mercy on him, recorded that Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 



g(No people go astray after having been guided, but they resort to (futile) argument.) Then the 
Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah: 



(They quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome 
people)." It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, "This 
Hadith is Hasan Sahih, we do not know it except from the Hadith of Hajjaj bin Dinar..." 



(He f Isa) was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him,) means, ' Isa, peace be 
upon him; he was no more than one of the servants of Allah whom Allah blessed with 
prophet hood and messengership. 



(and We made him an example for the Children of Israel.) means, 'a sign, proof and evidence 
of Our power to do whatever We will.' 



(And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace you on the earth.) As-Suddi 
said, "They would have taken your place on (the earth). " Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased 



with him, and Qatadah said, "They would have succeeded one another just as you succeed one 
another." This view is implied by the former veiw. Mujahid said, "They would have populated 
the earth instead of you." Allah's saying: 



(And he (" Isa) shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) The correct view concerning 
this phrase is that it refers to his descent before the Day of Resurrection, as Allah says: 



(And there is none of the People of the Scripture but must believe in him before his death) 
(4:159). -- meaning before the death of x Isa, peace be upon him -- 



And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them )4:159(. This meaning has 
the support from an alternate recitation of the AyaOt ( ) (And he shall be a known 

sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) means, evidence that the Hour will surely come. Mujahid 
said: 



(And he shall be a sign for (the coming of) the Hour.) means, sign and "One of the signs of the 
Hour will be the appearance of ' Isa son of Maryam before the Day of Resurrection. " Something 
similar was also narrated from Abu Hurayrah, Ibn ' Abbas, ' Abu Al-' Aliyah, Abu Malik, " Ikrimah, 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others. Many Mutawatir Hadiths report that the Messenger 
of Allah said that 'Isa will descend before the Day of Resurrection as a just ruler and fair 
judge. 



(Therefore have no doubt concerning it.) means, do not doubt that it will surely come to pass. 



(And follow Me.) means, * in what I tell you about it.' 



(This is the straight path. And let not Shaytan hinder you.) means, from following the truth. 



(Verily, he (Satan) to you is a plain enemy. And when x Isa came with (Our) clear proofs, he 
said: "I have come to you with Al-Hikmah..."), meaning prophet hood: 



(and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in which you differ.) Ibn Jarir said, 
"This means religious matters, not worldly matters." What he said is good. 



(Therefore have Taqwaof Allah) means, 'with regard to what I command you to do. 



(and obey me.) means, ' in what I bring to you.' 



(Verily, Allah! He is my Lord and your Lord. So worship Him. This is the straight path.) means, 
'you and I are enslaved to Him, in need of Him and we commonly share in the worship of Him 
Alone, associating none with Him.' 



(This is the straight path) means, 'what I have brought to you is the straight path, which is the 
worship of the Lord, may He exalted, Alone.' 



(But the sects from among themselves differed. ) means, they differed and became parties and 
factions, some who stated that he (" Isa) wasthe servant and Messenger of Allah -- which istrue 
- while others claimed that he wasthe son of Allah or that he himself was Allah -- glorified be 
Allah far above what they say. Allah says: 



(So woe to those who do wrong from the torment of a painful Day)! 



(66. Do they only wait for the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while they perceive 
not) (67. Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except those who have Taqwa.) (68. 
My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you grieve,) (69. (You) who believed in 
Our Ayat and were Muslims.) (70. Enter Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness.) (71. Trays 
of gold and cups will be passed round them; (there will be) therein all that their souls desire, 
and all that eyes could delight in and you will abide therein forever.) (72. This is the Paradise, 
which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds that you used to do.) (73. Therein 
for you will be fruits in plenty, of which you will eat (as you desire).) 



The Resurrection will come suddenly, and Enmity will arise 
between close Friends among the Disbelievers 

Allah says, ' do these idolaters who disbelieve in the Messengers wait' 



(only for the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while they perceive not) means, for it 
is real and will inevitably come to pass, and these negligent people are unprepared for it. 



When it comes, it will catch them unawares, and on that Day they will feel the utmost regret 
when regret will not benefit them in the slightest and will not afford them any protection. 



(Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except those who have Taqwa.) means, every 
friendship that exists for a purpose other than for the sake of Allah will turn to enmity on the 
Day of Resurrection, except for that which is for the sake of Allah, which will last forever. This 
is like the statement of Ibrahim, peace be upon him, to his people: 



(You have taken (for worship) idols instead of Allah. The love between you is only in the life of 
this world, but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall disown each other, and curse each other, 
and your abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no helper.) (29:25) 



Good News for Those with Taqwa on the Day of Resurrection, and 

Their entry into Paradise 



(My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you grieve.) Then He will give them the 
glad tidings: 



((You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.) means, their hearts believed and they 
submitted inwardly and outwardly to the Laws of Allah. Al-Mu* tamir bin Sulayman narrated 
that his father said: "When the Day of Resurrection comes and the people are resurrected, 
there will be no one left who will not be filled with terror. Then a caller will cry out: 



(My servants! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall you grieve.) 3d all the people will be 
filled with hope, but this will be followed by the words: 



((You) who believed in Our Ayat and were Muslims.) Then all of mankind will be filled with 
despair apart from the believers." 



(Enter Paradise, ) means, they will be told to enter Paradise. 



(you and your wives,) means, your counterparts 



(in happiness (Tuhbarun).) means, in delight and joy. 



(Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them;) means, fine vessels of gold containing food 
and drink, without spouts or handles. ( ) (there will be) therein all that their 

souls could desire). Some of them recited: 



(that their souls desire, 



(and all that eyes could delight in) means, of good food, delightful fragrances and beautiful 
scenes. 



(and you will therein) means, in Paradise 



(abide forever) means, you will never leave it or want to exchange it. Then it will be said to 
them, as a reminder of the blessing and favor of Allah: 



(This is the Paradise, which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds that you used 
to do.) means, the righteous deeds which were the cause of your being included in the mercy 
of Allah. For no one will be admitted to Paradise by virtue of their deeds alone; that will be by 
the mercy and grace of Allah. But the varying ranks and degrees of Paradise will be attained 
according to one's righteous deeds. 



(Therein for you will be fruits in plenty,) means, of all kinds. 



(of which you will eat.) means, whatever you choose and desire. When food and drink are 
mentioned, fruit is also mentioned to complete the picture of blessing and joy. And Allah 
knows best. 



(74. Verily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide therein forever.) (75. (The 
torment) will not be lightened for them, and they will be plunged into destruction with deep 
regrets, sorrows and in despair therein.) (76. We wronged them not, but they were the 
wrongdoers.) (77. And they will cry: "0 Malik (keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord make an end of 
us." He will say: "Verily, you shall abide forever.") (78. Indeed We have brought the truth to 
you, but most of you have a hatred for the truth.) (79. Or have they plotted some plan Then 
We too are planning.) (80. Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private 
counsel Yes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, to record.) 



The Punishment of the Doomed 

The description of the state of the blessed is followed by a description of the state of the 
doomed. 



(Verily, the criminals will be in the torment of Hell to abide therein forever. It will not be 
lightened for them,) meaning, not even for one moment. 



(and they will be plunged into destruction with deep regrets, sorrows and in despair therein,) 
means, they will despair of any goodness. 



(We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.) means, by their committing wrong 
actions after proof had been established against them and Messengers had been sent to them, 
but they rejected them and rebelled, so they are to be punished accordingly. And your Lord is 
not at all unjust to (His) servants. 



(And they will cry: "0 Malik...") who is the keeper of Hell. Al-Bukhari said, "Hajjaj bin Minhal 
told us, Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah told us, from ' Amr bin * Ata, ' from Safwan bin Ya' la that his 
father, may Allah be pleased with him, said, * I heard the Messenger of Allah reciting on the 
Minbar: 



(And they will cry: "0 Malik! Let your Lord make an end of us.") meaning, ' let Him destroy our 
souls and give us some respite from our predicament.' But it will be as Allah says: 



(Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that they die nor shall its torment be 
lightened for them) (35:36). 



(But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the great Fire. There he will neither die 
(to be in rest) nor live (a good living).) (87:11-13). When they ask to be allowed to die, Malik 
will answer them: 



He will say: Verily, you shall abide forever, meaning, you will have no way out from it and no 
refuge. Then the reason why they are doomed will be given, which is their stubborn resistance 
to the truth. AllaOh says: 



(Indeed We have brought the truth to you, ) meaning, * We have explained it to you clearly and 
in detail.' 



(but most of you have a hatred for the truth.) means, ' but your nature could not accept it and 
did not seek it; on the contrary, you followed and venerated falsehood, and you stood in the 
way of truth and refused it, and despised its followers.' So they will blame themselves and will 
feel regret at the time when regret will not be of any benefit to them. Then Allah says: 



(Or have they plotted some plan Then We too are planning.) Mujahid said, "They wanted to plot 
some evil, but We are also planning." What Mujahid said is like the Ayah: 



(So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not.) (27:50). The 
idolators were trying their utmost to find ways of refuting the truth with falsehood, but Allah 
planned it so that the consequences of that would backfire on them. He said in refutation: 



(Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private counsel) meaning, what they 
say secretly and openly. 



(Yes (We do) and Our messengers are by them, to record.) means, 'We know what they are 
doing, and the angels are also recording their deeds, major and minor.' 



(81. Say: "If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of the worshippers.") (82. Glorified 
is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of the Throne! Exalted be He from all that 
they ascribe (to Him).) (83. So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense and play until they meet 
the Day of theirs which they have been promised.) (84. It is He Who is the only God in the 
heaven and the only God on the earth. And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.) (85. And 



Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and all that is 
between them, and with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour, and to Whom you (all) will be 
returned.) (86. And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no power of intercession -- 
except for those who bear witness to the truth knowingly, and they know.) (87. And if you ask 
them who created them, they will surely say: "Allah." How then are they turned away) (88. And 
his saying: "0 my Lord! Verily, these are a people who believe not!") (89. So turn away from 
them, and say: Salam (peace!) But they will come to know.) 



Allah has no Offspring Allah says: 



(Say) -- ' Muhammad' 



(If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of the worshippers.) meaning, ' if this were 
so, then I would worship Him on that basis, because I am one of His servants; I obey all that He 
commands me and I am not too arrogant or proud to worship Him.' This conditional phrase does 
not mean that what is described could happen nor that is possible as Allah says: 



(Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He willed out of those whom He 
created. But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) (39:4). Allah says here: 



(Glorified is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of the Throne! Exalted be He from 
all that they ascribe (to Him).) meaning, exalted and sanctified and glorified be the Creator of 
all things far above having any offspring, for He is Unique, One and Eternally Self-Stiff icient. 
There is none equal to Him or like Him, and He does not have any offspring. 



(So leave them (alone) to speak nonsense) means, in their ignorance and misguidance, 



(and play) in their world, 



(until they meet the Day of theirs which they have been promised.) which is the Day of 
Resurrection, i.e., then they will come to know what their end and destination will be on that 
Day. 



The Uniqueness of the Lord 



(It is He Who is the only God in the heaven and the only God on the earth.) means, He is the 
God of those who are in the heavens and the God of those who are on earth; all of them 
worship Him and are humbled before Him. 



(And He isthe All-Wise, the All-Knower.) This Ayah is like the Ayah: 



(And He is Allah in the heavens and on the earth; He knows what you conceal and what you 
reveal, and He knows what you earn.) (6:3) which means, He isthe One who is called Allah in 
t he heavens and on t he eart h. 



(And Blessed be He to Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and all that is 
between them,) means, He is their Creator and Sovereign, the One Who is controlling them 
with none to resist or oppose His rule. Blessed and exalted be He far above the notion of His 
having a child. He is eternally free of all faults and shortcomings, because He is the Lord, the 
Exalted, the Almighty, the Sovereign of all things, Who is in control of all affairs. 



(and with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour, ) means, no one knows when it will happen 
except Him. 



(and to Whom you (all) will be returned.) means, and each person will be requited for his 
deeds; if they are good, then he will be rewarded, and if they are bad, then he will be 
punished. 



The Idols have no Power of Intercession 



(And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no power) means, the idols and false gods. 



(of intercession) means, they are not able to intercede for them. 



(except for those who bear witness to the truth knowingly, and they know.) This means, but 
the one who bears witness to the truth has knowledge and insight, so his intercession with 
Allah will avail, by His leave. 



The Idolators admit that Allah Alone is the Creator 



(And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: "Allah." How then are they turned 
away) means, ' if you ask these idolators who associate others in worship with Allah,' 



(who created them, they will surely say: "Allah.") means, they will admit that He Alone is the 
Creator of all things and He has no partner in that. Yet despite that they still worship others 
alongside Him who have nothing and are able to do nothing. This is the utmost foolishness and 
stupidity. Allah says: 



(How then are they turned away) 

The Prophet's Complaint to Allah 



(And his saying: "0 my Lord! Verily, these are a people who believe not!") means, Muhammad 
said this; he complained to his Lord about his people who did not believe in him, and said, ' 
Lord, these people do not believe.' This is like the Ayah: 



(And the Messenger will say: "0 my Lord! Verily, my people deserted this Qur'an.") (25:30). This 
is the view of Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid and Qatadah, and this is 
how Ibn Jarir interpreted it. Al-Bukhari said: "'Abdullah -- meaning Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be 
pleased with him -- recited (Ayah 88 of Az-Zukhruf): ( ) (And the Messenger will 

say: "0 my Lord!") Mujahid said concerning the Ayah: 



(And his saying: "0 my Lord! Verily, these are a people who believe not!") "Allah is stating what 
Muhammad said." Qatadah said, "These are the words of your Prophet , when he complained 
about his people to his Lord." 



(So turn away from them, ) means, from the idolators. 



(and say Salam (peace!)) means, 'do not respond to them in the same evil manner in which 
they address you; but try to soften their hearts and forgive them in word and deed.' 



(But they will come to know.) This is a warning from Allah for them. His punishment, which 
cannot be warded off, struck them, and His religion and His word was supreme. Subsequently 
Jihad and striving were prescribed until the people entered the religion of Allah in crowds, and 
Islam spread throughout the east and the west. And Allah knows best. This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surat Az-Zukhruf. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ad-Dukhan 

(Chapter - 44) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 

In Musnad Al-Bazzar, it is recorded from Abu At-Tufayl 'Amir bin Wathilah from Zayd bin 
Harithah that the Messenger of Allah said to Ibn Sayyad: 

« » 

(I am concealing something, what is it) And the Messenger of Allah was concealing Surat Ad- 
Dukhan from him. He (Ibn Sayyad) said: "It is Ad-Dukh." The Messenger of Allah said, 

«( ) » 

(Be off with you! Whatever Allah wills happens.) 

In the Name of 

Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 

.Merciful 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. By the manifest Book that makes things clear.) (3. We sent it down on a 
blessed night. Verily, We are ever warning.) (4. Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, 
Hakim.) (5. As a command from Us. Verily, We are ever sending,) (6. (As) a mercy from your 
Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) (7. The Lord of the heavens and the earth 
and all that is between them, if you (but) have a faith with certainty.) (8. La ilaha ilia Huwa. 
He gives life and causes death -- your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers.) 



The Qur'an was revealed on Laylatul-Qadr 

Allah tells us that He revealed the Magnificent Qur'an on a blessed night, Laylatul-Qadr (the 
Night of Decree), as He says elsewhere: 



(Verily, We have sent it down in the Night of Al-Qadr) (97:1). This was in the month of 
Ramadan, as Allah tells us: 



(The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an) (2:185). We have already quoted the 
relevant Hadiths in (the Tafsir of) Surat Al-Baqarah, and there is no need to repeat them here. 



(Verily, We are ever warning.) means, telling them what is good for them and what is harmful 
for them, according to Shari'ah, so that the proof of Allah may be established against His 
servants. 



(Therein (that night) is decreed every matter, Hakim.) means, on Laylatul-Qadr, the decrees 
are transferred from Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz to the (angelic) scribes who write down the decrees of 
the (coming) year including life span, provision, and what will happen until the end of the 
year. This was narrated from Ibn * Umar, Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak and others among the 
Salaf. 



(Hakim) means decided or confirmed, which cannot be changed or altered. Allah says: 



(As a command from Us.) meaning, everything that happens and is decreed by Allah and the 
revelation that He sends down -- it all happens by His command, by His leave and with His 
knowledge. 



(Verily, We are ever sending,) means, to mankind, sending Messenger who will recite to them 
the clear signs of Allah. The need for this was urgent. 



((As) a mercy from your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. The Lord of the 
heavens and the earth and all that is between them,) means, the One Who sent down the 
Qur'an is the Lord, Creator and Sovereign of the heavens and the earth and everything in 
between them. 



(if you (but) have a faith with certainty.) Then Allah says: 



(La ilaha ilia Huwa. He gives life and causes death -- your Lord and the Lord of your 
forefathers.) This is like the Ayah: 



(Say: "0 mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah -- to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth. La ilaha ilia Huwa. He gives life and causes death...) 
(7:158) 



(9. Nay! They play about in doubt.) (10. Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth 
a visible smoke,) (11. Covering mankind, this is a painful torment.) (12. (They will say): "Our 
Lord! Remove the torment from us, really we shall become believers!") (13. How can there be 
for them an admonition, when a Messenger explaining things clearly has already come to 
them.) (14. Then they had turned away from him and said: "(He is) one taught, a madman!") 
(15. Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, you will revert.) (16. On the Day 
when We shall strike you with the great Batshah. Verily, We will exact retribution.) 



Alarming the Idolators with News of the Day when the Sky will bring 

forth a visible Smoke 

Allah says, these idolaters are playing about in doubt, i.e., the certain truth has come to them, 
but they doubt it and do not believe in it. Then Allah says, warning and threatening them: 



(Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke.) It was narrated that 
Masruq said, "We entered the Masjid -- i.e., the Masjid of Kufah at the gates of Kindah -- and a 
man was reciting to his companions, 



(the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke.) He asked them; ' Do you know what 
that is' That is the smoke that will come on the Day of Resurrection. It will take away the 



hearing and sight of the hypocrites, but for the believers it will be like having a cold.'" He said, 
"We came to Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, and told him about that. He was lying 
down, and he sat up with a start and said, ' Allah said to your Prophet 



(Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the pretenders.") (38:86). And it is part 
of knowledge that when a man does not know something, he should say, " Allah knows best.' I 
will tell you a Hadith about that. When the Quraysh did not respond to Islam and they grew 
stubborn, the Messenger of Allah invoked Allah against them that they would have years like 
the years (of drought and famine) of Yusuf. They became so exhausted and hungry that they 
ate bones and dead meat. They looked at the sky, but they saw nothing but smoke.'" According 
to another report: "A man would look at the sky and he would see nothing between him and the 
sky except a smoky haze, because of his exhaustion." 



(Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke, covering the people, 
this is a painful torment) A man came to the Messenger of Allah and said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah! Pray to Allah to send rain to Mudar, for they are dying. So the Prophet prayed for rain for 
them, and they got rain. Then the Ayah was revealed: 



(Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, you will revert.) Ibn Mas' ud said, "Do 
you think that the torment will be removed for them on the Day of Resurrection When they 
were granted ease, they reverted to their former state. Then Allah revealed: 



(On the Day when We shall strike you with the Great Batshah. Verily, We will exact 
retribution.)" He said, "This means the day of Badr." Ibn Mas' ud said, "Five things have come to 
pass: the smoke, the (defeat of the) Romans, the (splitting of the) moon, the Batshah, and the 
torment." This Hadith was narrated in the Two Sahihs. It was also recorded by Imam Ahmad in 
his Musnad, and by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i in their (Books of) Tafsir, and by Ibn Jarir and Ibn 
Abi Hatim with a number of chains of narration. A number of the Salaf, such as Mujahid, Abu 
AI-'Aliyah, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Ad-Dahhak and 'Atiyah AI-'Awfi concurred with Ibn Mas' ud's 
interpretation of this Ayah and his view that the smoke already happened. This was also the 
view of Ibn Jarir. According to the Hadith of Abu Sarihah, Hudhayfah bin Asid Al-Ghifari, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah looked out upon us from a room while 
we were discussing the Hour. He said: 



» 



« 

(The Hour will not come until you see ten signs. The rising of the sun from the west; the 
smoke; the beast; the emergence of Ya'juj and Ma'juj; the appearance of " Isa bin Maryam; the 
Dajjal; three cases of the earth collapsing -- one in the east, one in the west, and one in the 
Arabian Peninsula; and a fire which will emerge from the bottom of Aden and will drive the 
people -- or gather the people -- stopping with them when they stop to sleep at night or rest 
during the day.)" This was recorded only by Muslim in his Sahih In the Two Sahihs it was 
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said to Ibn Sayyad: 

« » 

(I am concealing something for you.) He said, It is Ad-Dukh. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank.) He said, "The Messenger of Allah was 
concealing from him the words, 



(Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke. )"This indicates that 
the smoke is yet to appear. Ibn Sayyad was a fortune-teller who heard things through the Jinn, 
whose speech is unclear, therefore he said, "It is Ad-Dukh," meaning Ad-Dukhan (the smoke). 
When the Messenger of Allah was sure what was happening, that the source of his information 
wasthe Shayatin, he said: 



« » 

(Be off with you! You cannot get further than your rank.) There are numerous Marfu' and 
Mawquf Hadiths, Sahih, Hasan and others, which indicate that the smoke is one of the awaited 
signs (of the Hour). This is also the apparent meaning of Ayat in the Qur'an. Allah says: 



(Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth a visible smoke.) meaning, clearly 
visible, such that all people will see it. According to Ibn Mas' ud's interpretation, this was a 
vision which they saw because of their intense hunger and exhaustion. He also interprets the 
Ayah 



(Covering mankind,) meaning, it covered them and overwhelmed them. But if it was only an 
illusion which happened to the idolators of Makkah, Allah would not have said "covering 
mankind." 



(this is a painful torment.) means, this will be said to them by way of rebuke. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This is the Fire which you used to deny.) (52:13-14). Or some of them will say that to 
others. 



((They will say): "Our Lord! Remove the torment from us, really we shall become believers!") 
means, when the disbelievers witness the punishment of Allah, they will ask for it to be taken 
away from them. This is like the Ayat: 



(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would 
be of the believers!") (6:27) 



(And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them; then the wrongdoers 
will say: "Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your Call and follow the 
Messengers!" (It will be said): "Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave (the 
world for the Hereafter).) (14:44) Allah says here: 



(How can there be for them an admonition, when a Messenger explaining things clearly has 
already come to them. Then they had turned away from him and said: "(He is) one taught, a 
madman!") meaning, 'what further admonition do they need when We have sent them a 
Messenger with a clear Message and warning Yet despite that, they turned away from him, 
opposed him and rejected him, and they said: (He is) one taught (by a human being), a 
madman.' This is like the Ayah: 



(On that Day will man remember, but how will that remembrance (then) avail him) (89:23) 



(And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with no escape, and they will be seized 
from a near place. And they will say (in the Hereafter): "We do believe (now);" but how could 
they receive (faith and its acceptance by Allah) from a place so far off...) (34:51-52) 



(Verily, We shall remove the torment for a while. Verily, you will revert.) means, ~ if We were 
to remove the torment from you for a while, and send you back to the world, you would go 
back to your former state of disbelief and denial.' This is like the Ayat: 



(And though We had mercy on them and removed the distress which is on them, still they 
would obstinately persist in their transgression, wandering blindly.) (23:75) 



(But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars) (6:28) 



The Meaning of the "Great Batshah" 



(On the Day when We shall strike you with the great Batshah. Verily, We will exact 
retribution.) Ibn Mas' ud interpreted this to mean the day of Badr. This is also the view of a 
group who agreed with Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, about the meaning of the 
smoke, as discussed above. It was also narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, in a report related to him from Al-' Awfi and from Ubayy bin Ka' b, may Allah be pleased 
with him. This is possible, but the apparent meaning is that it refers to the Day of 
Resurrection, although the day of Badr was also a day of vengeance. Ibn Jarir said, "Ya' qub 
narrated to me; Ibn ~ Ulayyah narrated to me, Khalid Al-Hadhdha' narrated to us, from ' Ikrimah 
who said, ' Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Ibn Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that "the great Batshah" is the day of Badr, and I say that it is the Day of 
Resurrection." This chain of narration is Sahih to him. This is also the view of Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
and of ' Ikrimah according to the more authentic of the two reports narrated from him. And 
Allah knows best. 



(17. And indeed We tried before them Fif awn's people, when there came to them a noble 
Messenger.) (18. Saying: "Deliver to me the servants of Allah. Verily, I am to you a Messenger 
worthy of all trust.") (19. "And exalt not yourselves against Allah. Truly, I have come to you 
with a manifest authority.") (20. "And truly, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, lest you 
should stone me.") (21. "But if you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave me 
alone.") (22. So he (Musa) called upon his Lord (saying): "These are indeed the people who are 
criminals.") (23. (Allah said): "Depart you with My servants by night. Surely, you will be 
pursued.") (24. "And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, they are a host to be 
drowned.") (25. How many of gardens and springs that they (Fir' awn's people) left behind, (26. 
And green crops (fields) and goodly places,) (27. And comforts of life wherein they used to take 
delight!) (28. Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.) (29. And the heavens 
and the earth wept not for them, nor were they given respite.) (30. And indeed We saved the 
Children of Israel from the humiliating torment,) (31. From Fif awn; verily, he was arrogant 
and was of the excessive .) (32. And We chose them above the nations (AI-* Alamin) with 
knowledge,) (33. And granted them signs in which there was a plain trial.) 



The Story of Musa and Fir awn, and how the Children of Israel were 

saved 

Allah tells us, ' before these idolators, We tested the people of Fir' awn, the coptsof Egypt.' 



(when there came to them a noble Messenger.) means, Musa, peace be upon him, the one to 
whom Allah spoke. 



(Deliver to me the servants of Allah.) This is like the Ayah: 



(So let the Children of Israel go with us, and torment them not; indeed, we have come with a 
sign from your Lord! And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!") (20:47) 



(Verily, I am to you a Messenger worthy of all trust.) means, 'what I convey to you is 
trustworthy.' 



(And exalt not yourselves against Allah.) means, 'and do not be too arrogant to follow His 
signs. Accept His proof and believe in His evidence.' This is like the Ayah: 



(Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) (40:60) 



(Truly, I have come to you with a manifest authority.) means, with clear and obvious proof. 
This refers to the clear signs and definitive evidence with which Allah sent him. 



(And truly, I seek refuge with my Lord and your Lord, lest you should stone me.) Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, and Abu Salih said, "This refers to a verbal assault, which 
means insults." Qatadah said, "Meaning ' stoning' in the literal sense, so that the meaning is: x I 
seek refuge with Allah, Who created me and you, from your making any harmful words or 
actions reach me.'" 



(But if you believe me not, then keep away from me and leave me alone.) means, "then let us 
leave one another alone and live in peace until Allah judges between us.' After Musa, may Allah 
be pleased with him, had stayed among them for a long time, and the proof of Allah had been 
established against them, and that only increased them in disbelief and stubbornness, he 
prayed to his Lord against them, a prayer which was answered. Allah says: 



(And Musa said: "Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on Fif awn and his chiefs splendor and 
wealth in the life of this world, our Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your path. Our 
Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until they see 
the painful torment." Allah said: "Verily, the invocation of you both is accepted. So you both 
keep to the straight way.") (10:88-89) And Allah says here: 



(So he (Musa) called upon his Lord (saying): "These are indeed the people who are criminals.") 
Whereupon Allah commanded him to bring the Children of Israel out from among them, without 
the command, consent or permission of Fir" awn. Allah said: 



(Depart you with My servants by night. Surely, you will be pursued.) This is like the Ayah: 



And indeed We revealed to MuOsaO (saying): Travel by night with My servants and strike a dry 
path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken nor being afraid (of drowning in the 
sea). )20:77( 



(And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided). Verily, they are a host to be drowned.) When 
Musa and the Children of Israel has crossed the sea, Musa wanted to strike it with his staff so 
that it would go back as it had been, and it would form a barrier between then and Fir' awn 
and prevent him from reaching them. But Allah commanded him to leave it as it was, quiet and 
divided, and gave him the glad tidings that they were a host to be drowned, and that he should 
not fear either being overtaken by Fir' awn or drowning in the sea. Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: 



(And leave the sea as it is (quiet and divided).) means, leave it as it is and keep moving. 
Mujahid said: 



(as it is) means, a dry path, as it is. ' Do not command it to go back; leave it until the last of 
them have entered it.' This was also the view of ' Ikrimah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ka' b Al-Ahbar, Smak bin Harb and others. 



(How many of gardens and springs that they left behind. And green crops) this refers to rivers 
and wells. 



and goodly places, means, fine dwellings and beautiful places. MujaOhid and Sa Od bin Jubayr 
said: 



(and goodly places,) means elevated places. 



(And comforts of life wherein they used to take delight!) means, a life which they were 
enjoying, where they could eat whatever they wanted and wear what they liked, with wealth 
and glory and power in the land. Then all of that was taken away in a single morning, they 
departed from this world and went to Hell, what a terrible abode! 



(Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them.) namely the Children of Israel. 



(And the heavens and the earth wept not for them, ) means, they had no righteous deeds which 
used to ascend through the gates of the heavens, which would weep for them when they died, 
and they had no places on earth where they used to worship Allah which would notice their 
loss. So they did not deserve to be given a respite, because of their disbelief, sin, transgression 
and stubbornness. Ibn Jarir recorded that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "A man came to Ibn 'Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, and said to him: " Abu AI-" Abbas, Allah says, 



(And the heavens and the earth wept not for them, nor were they given respite) -- do the 
heavens and the earth weep for anybody' He, may Allah be pleased with him, said, ' Yes, there 
is no one who does not have a gate in the heavens through which his provision comes down and 
his good deeds ascend. When the believer dies, that gate is closed; it misses him and weeps for 
him, and the place of prayer on earth where he used to pray and remember Allah also weeps 
for him. But the people of Fir' awn left no trace of righteousness on the earth and they had no 
good deeds that ascended to Allah, so the heavens and the earth did not weep for them.'" Al- 
* Awfi reported something similar from Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him. 



(And indeed We saved the Children of Israel from the humiliating torment from Fir" awn; verily, 
he was arrogant and was of the excessive. ) Here Allah reminds them of how He saved them 



from their humiliation and subjugation at the hands of Fif awn, when they were forced to do 
menial tasks. 



(From Fir' awn; verily, he was arrogant) means, he was proud and stubborn. This is like the 
Ayah: 



(Verily, Fir" awn exalted himself in the land) (28:4). 



(but they behaved insolently and they were people self-exalting) (23:46). He was one of the 
excessive and held a foolish opinion of himself. 



(And We chose them above the nations (AI-"Alamin) with knowledge,) Mujahid said, "This 
means that they were chosen above those among whom they lived." Qatadah said, "They were 
chosen above the other people of their own time, and it was said that in every period there are 
people who are chosen above others." This is like the Ayah: 



((Allah) said: "0 Musa I have chosen you above men.") (7:144), which means, above the people 
of histime. This is also like the Ayah: 



(and (Allah has) chosen you (Maryam) above the women of the nations (AI-" Alamin).) (3:42), 
i.e., Maryam was chosen above the women of her time. For Khadijah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, is higher than her in status or is equal to her, as was Asiyah bint Muzahim, the wife of 
Fir" awn. And the superiority of ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, over all other women 
is like the superiority of Tharid over all other dishes. 



(And granted them signs) means clear proofs and extraordinary evidence. 



(in which there was a plain trial.) means, an obvioustest to show who would be guided by it. 



(34. Verily, these people are saying:) (35. "There is nothing but our first death, and we shall 
not be resurrected.") (36. "Then bring back our forefathers, if you speak the truth!") (37. Are 
they better or the people of Tubba" and those before them We destroyed them because they 
were indeed criminals.) 



Refutation of Those Who deny the Resurrection 

Here Allah denounces the idolators for their denial of the Resurrection and their belief that 
there is nothing after this life and no life or resurrection after death, which they based on the 
fact that their forefathers had died and had not returned. They said, If the resurrection istrue, 



(Then bring back our forefathers, if you speak the truth!) This is false evidence and a specious 
argument, for the resurrection will happen on the Day of Judgement, not in this world; it will 
happen when this world has ended and ceased to be. Allah will bring all creatures back, 
created anew. He will make the evildoers fuel for the fire of Hell, and on that Day you will be 
witnesses over mankind and the Messenger will be a witness over you. Then Allah threatens 
them and warns them of the irresistible torment other idolators like who denied the 
resurrection, suffered. Such as the people of Tubba" , i.e., Saba'. Allah destroyed them, 
wreaked havoc upon their land and scattered them here and there throughout the land, as we 
have already seen in Surah Saba'. This was brought about because the idolators denied the 
Resurrection. Here too, the idolaters are compared to them. They Tubba" were Arab 
descendants of Qahtan, just as these people (Quraysh) were Arab descendants of " Adnan. 
Among the people of Himyar -- who are also known as Saba' -- when a man became their king, 
they called him Tubba" , just as the title Chosroes was given to the king of Persia, Caesar to the 
king of the Romans, Fir" awn to the disbelieving ruler of Egypt, Negus to the king of Ethiopia, 
and so on among other nations. But it so happened that one of the Tubba" left Yemen and 
went on a journey of conquest until he reached Samarqand, expanding his kingdom and 
domain. He is the one who founded Al-Hirah. It is agreed that he passed through Al-Madinah 
during the days of Jahiliyyah. He fought its inhabitants but they resisted him; they fought him 
by day and supplied him with food by night, so he felt ashamed before them and refrained from 
harming them. He was accompanied by two Jewish rabbis who advised him and told him that 
he would never prevail over this city, for it would be the place to which a Prophet would 
migrate towards the end of time. So he retreated and took them (the two rabbis) with him to 
Yemen. When he passed by Makkah, he wanted to destroy the Ka" bah, but they told him not to 
do that either. They told him about the significance of this House, that it had been built by 



Ibrahim Al - Kh alii, peace be upon him, and that it would become of great importance through 
that Prophet who would be sent towards the end of time. So he respected it, performed Tawaf 
around it, and covered it with a fine cloth. Then he returned to Yemen and invited its people 
to follow the religion of guidance along with him. At that time, the religion of Musa, peace be 
upon him, was the religion followed by those who were guided, before the coming of the 
Messiah, peace be upon him. So the people of Yemen accepted the religion of guidance along 
with him. ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said: 

« » 

(I do not know whether Tubba' was a Prophet or not.) It was narrated that Tamim bin 'Abdur- 
Rahman said: " ' Ata' bin Abi Rabah said, 'Do not revile Tubba* , for the Messenger of Allah 
forbade reviling him.'" And Allah knows best. 



(38. And We created not the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, for mere 
play.) (39. We created them not except with truth, but most of them know not.) (40. Verily, 
the Day of Judgement is the time appointed for all of them --) (41. The Day when a near 
relative cannot avail a near relative in aught, and no help can they receive,) (42. Except him 
on whom Allah has mercy. Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) 



This World was created for a Wisdom 

Here Allah tells us of His justice, and that He is far above mere play, folly and falsehood. This 
is like the Ayah: 



(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose! 
That is the consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!) (38:27) 



(Did you think that We had created you in play, and that you would not be brought back to Us 
So Exalted be Allah, the True King: La ilaha ilia Huwa, the Lord of the Supreme Throne!) 
(23:115-116) Then Allah says: 



(Verily, the Day of Judgement is the time appointed for all of them) This is the Day of 
Resurrection, when Allah will judge between all creatures, and He will punish the disbelievers 
and reward the believers. 



(is the time appointed for all of them) means, He will gather all of them, the first and the last 
of them. 



(The Day when a near relative cannot avail a near relative in aught,) means, no relative will be 
able to help another relative. This is like the Ayah: 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another.) (23:101) 



(And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition). Though they shall be made to see one 
another) (70:10-11) which means, he will not ask his brother about how he is, even though he 
can see him with his own eyes. 



(and no help can they receive,) means, no relative will help another, and no help will come to 
him from outside. 



(Except him on whom Allah has mercy.) means, and nothing will be of any avail that Day except 
the mercy of Allah towards His creation. 



(Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.) means, he is the Almighty, with immense 
mercy. 



(43. Verily, the tree of Zaqqum) (44. Will be the food of the sinners.) (45. Like boiling oil, it 
will boil in the bellies,) (46. Like the boiling of scalding water.) (47. (It will be said:) "Seize him 
and drag him into the midst of blazing Fire,") (48. "Then pour over his head the torment of 
boiling water.") (49. "Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the mighty, the 
generous.") (50. "Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!") 



The Condition of the Idolators and Their Punishment on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah tells us how He will punish the disbelievers who deny the meeting with Him: 



(Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners.) Those who sinned by their words 
and in deeds. These are the disbelievers. More than one commentator stated that this referred 



to Abu Jahl; undoubtedly he is included among those referred to in this Ayah, but it is not 
specifically about him. Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' was reciting to a man: 



(Verily, the tree of Zaqqum will be the food of the sinners.) The man said, "The food of the 
orphan." Abu Ad-Darda', may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Say, the tree of Zaqqum is the 
food of the evildoer." i.e., he will not have any other food apart from that. Mujahid said, "If a 
drop of it were to fall on the earth, it would corrupt the living of all the people of earth." A 
similar Marfu' report has been narrated earlier. 



(Like boiling oil,) means, like the dregs of oil. 



(it will boil in the bellies, like the boiling of scalding water.) means, because of its heat and 
rancidity. 



(Seize him) means the disbeliever. It was reported that when Allah says to the keepers of Hell, 
"Seize him," seventy thousand of them will rush to seize him. 



(and drag him) means, drag him by pulling him and pushing him on his back. Mujahid said: 



(Seize him and drag him) means, take him and push him. 



(into the midst of blazing Fire.) means, into the middle of it. 



(Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water.) This is like the Ayah: 



(boiling water will be poured down over their heads. With it will melt what is within their 
bellies, as well as (their) skins.) (22:19-20). The angel will strike him with a hooked rod of iron 
and split his head open, then he will pour boiling water over his head. It will go down through 
his body, melting through his stomach and intestines, until it goes through his heels; may Allah 
protect us from that. 



(Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the mighty, the generous.) means, they 
(the keepers of Hell) will say that to him by way of ridicule and rebuke. Ad-Dahhak reported 
that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "This means, you are neither mighty nor 
generous." And Allah's saying: 



(Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!) is like His saying: 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This is the Fire which you used to deny. In this magic, or do you not see) (52: 13-15) 
Similarly Allah said: 



(Verily, this isthat where of you used to doubt ! 



(51. Verily, those who have Taqwa, will be in place of security.) (52. Among Gardens and 
Springs,) (53. Dressed in Sundus and Istabraq, facing each other,) (54. So (it will be). And We 
shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes,) (55. They will call therein for 
every kind of fruit in peace and security;) (56. They will never taste death therein except the 
first death, and He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,) (57. As a bounty from 
your Lord! That will be the supreme success!) (58. 
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The State of Those Who have Taqwa and the Delights 

They will enjoy in Paradise When Allah describes the state of the doomed, He follows that with 
a description of the life of the blessed. For this reason the Qur'an is called Al-Mathani (i.e., oft- 
repeated). 



(Verily, those who have Taqwa,) i.e., those who fear Allah and are dutiful towards Him in this 
world, 



(will be in place of security.) means, in the Hereafter, i.e., in Paradise, where they will be safe 
from death and the fear of leaving it, and from every kind of worry, grief, terror and 
exhaustion, and from the Shaytan and his wiles, and from all other troubles and disasters. 



(Among Gardens and Springs). This is in direct contrast to the state of the doomed, who will 
have the tree of Zaqqum and boiling water. 



(Dressed in Sundus) means, the finest of silk, such as shirts and the like. 



(and Istabraq) means, silk which is woven with shiny threads, like a splendid garment which is 
worn over regular clothes. 



(facing each other, ) means, sitting on thrones where none of them will sit with his back to 
anyone else. 



(So (it will be). And We shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes,) This will 
be a gift in addition to the beautiful wives given to them. 



(with whom no man or Jinn has had Tamth (sexual intercourse) before them.) (55:56) 



((In beauty) they are like rubies and Marjan.) (55:58) 



(Isthere any reward for good other than good) (55:60) 



(They will call therein for every kind of fruit in peace and security;) means, whatever kinds of 
fruit they ask for will be brought to them, and they will have the security of knowing that this 
supply will never come to an end or be withheld; these fruits will be brought to them whenever 
they want. 



(They will never taste death therein except the first death, ) This is an exception which 
reinforces the negation. The meaning is that they will never taste death there. It was reported 
in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 

(Death will be brought forth in the image of a fine ram. It will be made to stand between 
Paradise and Hell, then it will be slaughtered. It will be said, "0 people of Paradise, it is 
eternal, no more death; and people of Hell, it is eternal, no more death.") This Hadith was 
already quoted in our discussion of Surah Maryam. x Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Sa' id and 
Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 



» 



« 

(It will be said to the people of Paradise, "It is granted to you that you will be healthy and will 
never fall ill, you will live and never die, you will enjoy a life of luxury and will never be 
miserable, you will be youthful and will never grow old.")" This was recorded by Muslim. It was 
reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: 

» 



« 



(Whoever has Taqwa of Allah, he will enter Paradise and enjoy a life of luxury and he will 
never be miserable. He will live therein and never die, his clothes will never wear out and his 
youth will never fade.)" 



(and He will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire,) means, along with this great and 
eternal blessing, He will also have saved them from the agonizing torment in the depths of 
Hell, so they will have achieved their desired aim and avoided the thing they feared. Allah 
says, 



(As a bounty from your Lord! That will be the supreme success!) meaning, that will be from His 
bounty and kindness towards them. It was reported in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 



» 



« 



(Work and strive hard, and know that no one will enter Paradise by virtue of his deeds.) They 
said, "Not even you, Messenger of Allah" He said, 



» 



« 



(Not even me, unless Allah showers me with His mercy and grace.) 



(Certainly, We have made this easy in your tongue, in order that they may remember. ) means, 
'We have made thisQur'an, which We have sent down, easy, plain and clear, in your language 
which is the most eloquent, clear and beautiful of all languages.' 



(in order that they may remember.) means, in order that they may understand and know. 
Despite the fact that it is so plain and clear, there are still people who disbelieve, who 
stubbornly go against it. Allah says to His Messenger , consoling him and promising him victory, 
and warning those who reject him that they will be destroyed. 



(Wait then; verily, they (too) are waiting.) meaning, Mhey will come to know who will be 
victorious and whose word will prevail in this world and in the Hereafter. For victory will be for 
you, Muhammad, and for your brothers among the Prophets and Messengers, and for the 
believers who followed you,' as Allah says: 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious.") (58:21) 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth, -- the Day when their excuses will be 
of no profit to wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil abode.) (40:51- 
52) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ad-Dukhan. All praise and thanks are due to Allah and 
in Him is all strength and protection. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Jathiyah 

(Chapter - 45) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (3. 
Verily, in the heavens and the earth are signs for the believers.) (4. And in your creation, and 
what He spread (through the earth) of moving creatures are signs for people who have faith 
with certainty.) (5. And in the alternation of night and day, and the provision that Allah sends 
down from the sky, and revives therewith the earth after its death, and in the turning about of 
the winds, are signs for a people who understand.) 

A Directive to contemplate over Allah's Ayat 

Allah directs His servants to contemplate His favors and gifts, as well as His great power that is 
demonstrated by His creating the heavens and the earth and the various types and categories 
of creatures in them. There are the angels, Jinns, humans, animals, birds, beasts, carnivores, 
insects and various kinds of sea creatures. The night and day alternate, each follows the other 
in succession, never ceasing to come, as decreed. One brings darkness and one brings light. 
Allah the Exalted also sends down the rain from the clouds when it is most needed. He is 
calling the rain, 'provision', because it is the resource that produces various provisions, 



(and revives therewith the earth after its death,) after it was dry and had no vegetation or life 
of any kind. Allah said next, 



(and in the turning about of the winds,) sometimes towards the south and sometimes towards 
the north. Some are easterly winds and some are westerly winds, some bringing sea breezes 
and some blow from the land, some coming at night and some by day. Some winds bring rain, 
some cause pollination and some windsjust revive the soul, while some others bear no benefit. 
Allah said first. 



(are signs for the believers), then 



(who have faith with certainty), then 



(who understand), thus ascending from one honorable stage to what is more honorable and 
higher in grade. These Ayat are similar to an Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah 



(Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, 
and the ships which sail through the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the water 
which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive therewith after its death, and 
the moving creatures of all kinds that He has spread therein, and in the veering of winds and 
clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed signs for people of 
understanding.) (2:164) 



(6. These are the Ayat of Allah, which We recite to you with truth. Then in which speech after 
Allah and His Ayat will they believe) (7. Woe to every sinful liar.) (8. Who hears the Ayat of 
Allah Tutla (recited) to him, yet persists with pride as if he heard them not. 3d announce to 
him a painful torment!) (9. And when he learns something of Our Ayat, he makes them a jest. 
For such there will be a humiliating torment.) (10. In front of them there is Hell. And that 
which they have earned will be of no profit to them, nor those whom they have taken as 
protective friends besides Allah. And theirs will be a great torment.) (11. This is guidance. And 
those who disbelieve in the Ayat of their Lord, for them there is a painful torment of Rijz.) 



The Description of the Sinful Liar and His Requital 

Allah the Exalted says, 



(These are the Ayat of Allah) -- in reference to the Qur'an with the proofs and evidences that it 
contains, 



(which We recite to you with truth.) for they contain the truth from the Truth (i.e., Allah). 
Therefore, if they do not believe in Allah's Ayat nor abide by them, what speech after Allah and 
His Ayat will they then believe in Allah said next, 



(Woe to every sinful liar.) who lies in his speech, often swears, who is worthless, commits and 
utters sinful acts and statements, and disbelieves in Allah's Ayat, 



(Who hears the Ayat of Allah Tutla (recited) to him,) meaning, being recited to him, 



(yet persists) in his disbelief, denial, pride and rebellion, 



(as if he heard them not. ) as if he did not hear them being recited to him, 



(So announce to him a painful torment!) convey the news to him that on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will have a painful, severe torment from Allah. Allah said, 



(And when he learns something of Our Ayat, he makes them a jest.) if he learns anything from 
the Qur'an, he disbelieves in it and takes it asthe subject of jest and ridicule, 



(For such there will be a humiliating torment.) as recompense for ridiculing the Qur'an and 
jesting about it. In the Sahih, Muslim recorded from ' Abdullah bin ' Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah prohibited traveling with the Qur'an to enemy lands for fear that the Qur'an might be 
desecrated by the enemy. Allah explained the type of torment that these people earn on the 
Day of Return; 



(In front of them there is Hell.) meaning, all those who have these evil characteristics will end 
up in Hellfire on the Day of Resurrection, 



(And that which they have earned will be of no profit to them, ) their wealth and children will 
not avail them, 



(nor those whom they have taken as protecting friends besides Allah.) nor will the false gods 
that they worshipped besides Allah benefit them in the least, 



(And theirs will be a great torment.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(This is Huda (guidance).) in reference to the Qur'an, 



(And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of their Lord, for them there is a painful torment of 
Rijz.) that is agonizing and severe. Allah knows best. 



(12. Allah, it is He Who has subjected to you the sea, that ships may sail through it by His 
command, and that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may be thankful.) (13. And has 
subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth; it is all (as a favor and 
kindness) from Him. Verily, in it are signs for a people who think deeply.) (14. Say to the 
believers to forgive those who hope not for the Days of Allah, that He may recompense people, 
according to what they have earned.) (15. Whosoever does a good deed, it is for himself, and 
whosoever does evil, it is against (himself). Then to your Lord you will be made to return.) 



The Subjugation of the Sea, etc., is among Allah's Signs 

Allah the Exalted mentions some of the favors He gave to His servants, such as subjecting the 
sea for their service, 



(that ships may sail through the sea by His command,) i.e., of Allah the Exalted, Who ordered 
the sea to carry ships, 



(and that you may seek of His bounty,) in commercial and business transact ions, 



(and that you may be thankful.) for earning various provisions brought to you from far away 
provinces and distant areas through the sea. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth;) the stars, the 
mountains, the seas, the rivers and all that you use for your benefit; these are all from His 
favor, kindness and bounty. Allah's statement next, 



(it is all from Him.) Alone without partners in giving any of it. Allah the Exalted said in another 
Ayah, 



(And whatever of blessings you have, it is from Allah. Then, when harm touches you unto Him 
you cry aloud for help.) (16:53) Ibn Jarir recorded that AI-' Awfi reported that Ibn 'Abbas said 
about Allah's statement, 



(And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth; it is all from 
Him.) "Everything is from Allah, and that is a Name from His Names. 3d it all comes from Him 
without rivalsto dispute His authority; surely, thisfact iscompletely certain." Allah said. 



(Verily, in it are signs for a people who think deeply. 



The Command to be Patient with the Harm of Idolators 

Allah's saying; 



(Say to the believers to forgive those who hope not for the Days of Allah,) means, let the 
believers forgive the disbelievers and endure the harm that they direct against them. In the 
beginning of Islam, Muslims were ordered to observe patience in the face of the oppression of 
the idolators and the People of the Scriptures so that their hearts may incline towards Islam. 
However, when the disbelievers persisted in stubbornness, Allah legislated for the believers to 
fight in Jihad. Statements of this meaning were collected from 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas and 
Qatadah. Mujahid said about Allah's statement, 



(those who hope not for the Days of Allah,) "They do not appreciate Allah's favors." Allah said, 



(that He may recompense people, according to what they have earned.) meaning, if the 
believers forgive the disbelievers in this life, Allah will still punish the disbelievers for their evil 
in the Hereafter. Allah's statement next, 



(Whosoever does a good deed, it is for himself, and whosoever does evil, it is against (himself). 
Then to your Lord you will be made to return.) meaning, you will all return to Allah on the Day 
of Resurrection, when you and your actions will be displayed before Him. Then, He will 
recompense you for your deeds, good for good and evil for evil. 



(16. And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and the understanding of the 
Scripture and its laws, and the prophethood; and provided them with good things, and 
preferred them above the nations.) (17. And gave them clear proofs in matters. And they 
differed not until after the knowledge came to them, through envy among themselves. Verily, 
your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein they used to 
differ.) (18. Then We have put you on a (legal) way of commandment. So follow you that, and 
follow not the desires of those who know not.) (19. Verily, they can avail you nothing against 
Allah. Verily, the wrongdoers are protecting friends of one another, but Allah is the Protector 
of those who have Taqwa.) (20. This is a clear insight and evidence for mankind, and a 
guidance and a mercy for people who have faith with certainty.) 



Preference of Allah to the Children of Israel and their dispute 

thereafter 

Allah the Exalted mentions the favors He granted the Children of Israel, such as revealing the 
Divine Booksto them, sending the Messengers to them and granting them kingship. Allah said, 



(And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and the understanding of the 
Scripture and its laws, and the prophethood; and provided them with good things,) such as 
foods and drinks, 



(and preferred them above the nations.) of their time, 



(And gave them clear proofs in matters.) 'We gave them evidences, proofs and unequivocal 
signs.' Therefore, the proof has been established against them, yet they differed among 
themselves after the proof came to them, out of transgression against each other, 



(Verily, your Lord) ' Muhammad', 



(will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein they used to differ. ) 
He will judge between them by His just judgement. 



Warning to this Ummah against following the Ways of the Children 

of Israel 

This Ayah contains a warning to the Muslim Ummah as well. It warns them not to take the path 
the Jewstook nor adopt their ways. This is why Allah said, 



(Then We have put you on a (legal) way of commandment. So follow you that.) 'follow what 
was revealed to you from your Lord, Muhammad, there is no true deity except Him, and turn 
away from the idolators.' Allah said, 



(and follow not the desires of those who know not. Verily, they can avail you nothing against 
Allah. Verily, the wrongdoers are protecting friends of one another,) Allah says, 'what will the 
loyalty that the idolators give each other avail them' Indeed, all they will earn from their 
protecting friends is more loss, destruction and demise, 



(but Allah is the Protector of those who have Taqwa.) and He will deliver them from the 
darkness to the light. In contrast, all the false deities are the protecting friends of those who 
disbelieve, taking them out of the light to the darkness. Allah said, 



(This is a clear insight and evidence for man- kind,) in reference to the Qur'an, 



(and a guidance and a mercy for people who have faith with certainty.) 



(21. Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with those who 
believe and do righteous good deeds, in their present life and after their death Worst is the 
judgement that they make.) (22. And Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth, 
in order that each person may be recompensed what he has earned, and they will not be 
wronged.) (23. Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god And Allah, left him astray 
with knowledge, and sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight. Who then 
will guide him after Allah Will you not then remember) 



The Life and the Death of the Believers and the Disbelievers are 

not Equal 

Allah the Exalted states here that the believers and the disbelievers are never equal. Allah said 
in another Ayah, 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of 
Paradise that will be successful.) (59:20) Allah said here, 



(Or do those who earn evil deeds think) those who commit and practice evil, 



(that We shall hold them equal with those who believe and do righteous good deeds, in their 
life and their death) treat them equally in the present life of the world and in the Hereafter 



(Worst is the judgement that they make.) 'worst is the thought that they have about Us and 
about Our justice, thinking that We will ever make the pious and the wicked equal in the 
Hereafter or this life.' At--Tabarani recorded that Shu' bah said that ' Amr bin Murrah narrated 
that Abu Ad-Duha said that Masruq said that Tamim Ad-Dari once stood in voluntary prayer 
through the night until the morning only reciting this Ayah, 



(Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe 
and do righteous good deeds) Allah said in reply: 



(Worst is the judgement that they make.) Allah said, 



(And Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth,) meaning, in justice, 



(in order that each person may be recompensed what he has earned, and they will not be 
wronged.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god), who abides by his lust, and whatever his 
lust port rays as good he implements it, and whatever his lust portrays as evil, he abandons it! 
Allah's statement, 



(And Allah left him astray with knowledge, ) has two meanings. One of them is that Allah knew 
that this person deserves to be misguided, so He left him astray. The second meaning is that 
Allah led this person astray after knowledge reached him and the proof was established before 
him. The second meaning includes the first meaning, but not the opposite. Allah said, 



(and sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight.) so he does not hear what 
benefits him, understands not what would lead him to the guidance and sees not the evidence 
with which he can be enlightened. This is why Allah said, 



(Who then will guide him after Allah Will you not then remember) Allah said in a similar Ayah, 



(Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; and He lets them wander blindly in their 
transgressions.) (7:186). 



(24. And they say: "There is nothing but our life of this world, we die and we live and nothing 
destroys us except Ad-Dahr (time). And they have no knowledge of it, they only presume.) (25. 
And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them, their argument is no other than that they say: 
"Bring back our (dead) fathers, if you are truthful!") (26. Say (to them): "Allah gives you life, 
then causes you to die, then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about which 
there is no doubt. But most of mankind know not.") 



The Conviction of the Disbelievers, Their Argument and the 

Refutation of it 

Allah mentions here the creed of Ad-Dahriyyah and the Arab idolators who embraced their 
creed, denying Resurrection, 



(And they say: "There is nothing but our life of this world, we die and we live....") They say 
that there is only this life, some people die while others are born to life, without Resurrection 
or Judgement. This was the creed of Arab idolators who used to deny Resurrection, in addition 
to, the creed of the atheist philosophers among them who denied the creation and 
Resurrection. This was also the statement of atheist philosophers who deny the Creator and 
think that the world will return to its original form once every thirty--six thousand years, when 
everything will restart its life-cycle again! They claim that this cycle was repeated for infinity, 
thus contradicting the sound reason and the divine revelation. They said, 



(and nothing destroys us except Ad-Dahr (time).) Allah the Exalted said in reply, 



(And they have no knowledge of it, they only presume.) they speculate and guess! As for the 
Hadith recorded by the two collectors of the Sahih, and Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Exalted says, "The Son of 'Adam annoys Me when he curses Ad-Dahr (time), while I 
am Ad-Dahr. In My Hand are all matters; I cause the alternation of his days and nights.") In 
another narration; 



« » 

(Do not curse Ad-Dahr (time), for Allah is Ad-Dahr.) Ash-ShafTi, Abu ' Ubaydah and several 
other Imams of Tafsir explained the meaning of the Prophet's statement, 

« » 

(Do not abuse Ad-Dahr (time), for Allah is Ad-Dahr.) They said, "During the time of Jahiliyyah, 
when an affliction, a calamity or a disaster struck them, the Arabs used to say, 'Woe to Ad- 
Dahr (time)!' So they used to blame such incidents on Ad-Dahr, cursing Ad-Dahr in the process. 
Surely, it is Allah the Exalted and Most Honored Who causes these (and all) things to happen. 
This is why when they cursed Ad-Dahr, it was as if they were cursing Allah Himself, since 
truthfully, He causes all incidents to happen. Therefore, abusing Ad-Dahr was prohibited due to 
this consideration, for it was Allah Whom they meant by abusing Ad-Dahr, which -- as we said-- 
they accused of causing (distressful) incidents." This is the best explanation for this subject, 
and it isthe desired meaning. Allah knows best. We should mention that Ibn Hazm and those of 
the Zahiriyyah like him made an error when they used this Hadith to include Ad-Dahr among 
Allah's most beautiful Names. Allah's statement, 



(And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them,) means, when the truth is made plain to them 
and used as evidence against them, asserting that Allah is able to resurrect the bodies after 
they have perished and disintegrated, 



(their argument is no other than that they say: "Bring back our fathers, if you are truthful! 
x bring them back to life, if what you say is true.' Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say (to them): "Allah gives you life and then causes you to die...") ' for you are witnesses that 
He brings you (or new life) to existence after non-existence,' 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life. Then He will 
give you death, then again will bring you to life.) (2:28) Therefore, He Who is able to initiate 
creation, is able to restart it, as well and more obviously, 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him. 
(30:27) Allah said next, 



(then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about which there is no doubt.) 'when 
He resurrects you, it will be on and for the Day of Resurrection, not in this life. Therefore, your 
statement is groundless,' 



Bring back our (dead) fathers, if you are truthful! AllaOh said, 



The Day when He will gather you (all) on the Day of Gathering. )64:9(, 



(For what Day are these signs postponed For the Day of sorting out.) (77:12-13), and, 



(And We delay it only for aterm (already) fixed.) (11:104) Allah said here, 



(then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about which there is no doubt.) there is 
no doubt that it will come, 



(But most of mankind know not.) and this is why they deny Resurrection and discount the fact 
that the bodies will be brought back to life. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Verily, they see it afar off. But We see it (quite) near.) (70:6), they discount the possibility 
that Resurrection will ever come, while the believers believe that its occurrence is easy and 
imminent. 



(27. And to Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And on the Day that the 
Hour will be established -- on that Day the followers of falsehood shall lose.) (28. And you will 
see each nation humbled to their knees (Jathiyah), each nation will be called to its Record (of 
deeds). This Day you shall be recompensed for what you used to do.) (29. This Our Record 
speaks about you with truth. Verily, We were recording what you used to do.) 



Some of the Conditions of the Day of Resurrection and its Horrors 

Allah mentions that He is the King and Owner of the heavens and earth, and the Only Ruler 
over them in this life and the Hereafter. Allah's statement, 



(And on the Day that the Hour will be established) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(the followers of falsehood shall lose.) those who disbelieve in Allah and reject the clear proofs 
and unequivocal evidencesthat He has sent down to His Messengers. Allah said, 



(And you will see each nation humbled to their knees (Jathiyah),) kneeling, fearful of the 
tremendous calamity and events. It was said that this will occur when Hellfire will be brought 
forth, for she will exhale once, and everyone will fall to their knees, including Ibrahim, the 
Khalil. He will proclaim, "Myself, myself, myself! Today, I will not ask You (0 Allah) but about 
myself." And even v Isa, will proclaim, "Today, I will only argue before You on my own behalf, I 
will not ask You about Maryam, who gave birth to me." Allah said next, 



(each nation will be called to its Record. ) meaning, Record of deeds. Allah said in a similar 
Ayah, 



(And the Book will be presented; and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward) 
(39:69). This is why Allah said here, 



(This Day you shall be recompensed for what you used to do.) 'you will be judged according to 
your deeds, good and evil. 1 Allah said in similar Ayat; 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind. Nay! Man 
will be a witness against himself, though he may put forth his excuses.) (75:13-15) Allah said, 



(This, Our Record speaks about you with truth.) It contains the record of all your actions, 
without addition or deletion. Allah also said: 



(And the Book will be presented, and you will see the criminals, fearful of that which is 
therein. They will say:"Woe to us! What sort of Book isthisthat leaves neither a small thing nor 
a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed 
before them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice.) (18:49) Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We were recording what you used to do.) means, 'We ordered Our scribe angels to 
record your deeds.' Ibn 'Abbas and others commented, "The angels record the deeds of the 
servants and then ascend to heaven with them. There, they meet the angels entrusted with the 
Records of deeds sent down from Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz on each Night of Al-Qadr, containing what 
Allah has written will occur from the servants, long before He created them. They will compare 
their records and find out that not a single letter was added or deleted." He then recited this 
Ayah, 



(Verily, We were recording what you used to do.) 



(30. Then, as for those who believed and did good deeds, their Lord will admit them to His 
mercy. That will be the evident success.) (31. But as for those who disbelieved (it will be said 
to them): "Were not Our Ayat recited to you But you were proud, and you were a people who 
were criminals.") (32. And when it was said: "Verily, Allah's promise isthe truth, and there is no 
doubt about the coming of the Hour," you said: "We know not what isthe Hour: we do not think 
it but conjecture, and we have no firm convincing belief (therein).") (33. And the evil of what 
they did will appear to them, and that which they used to mock at will completely encircle 
them.) (34. And it will be said: "This Day We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this 
Day of yours. And your abode is the Fire, and there is none to help you.") (35. This, because 
you took the revelations of Allah in mockery, and the life of the world deceived you. So this 
Day, they shall not be taken out from there (Hell), nor shall they be returned to the worldly 
life.) (36. 3d all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the earth, and 
the Lord of all that exists.) (37. And His is the majesty in the heavens and the earth, and He is 
AI-'Aziz, Al-Hakim.) 



Allah states to us His judgement in His creation on the Day of 

Resurrection, 



(Then, as for those who believed and did good deeds,) Those whose hearts believed and their 
limbs performed good deeds, in sincerity to Allah and conforming with Islamic legislation; 



(their Lord will admit them to His mercy. ) and that is Paradise. In the Sahih, Allah said to 
Paradise; 



« » 

("You are My mercy, with which I grant mercy to whom I will,") Allah said; 



(That will be the evident success.) clear and apparent. Allah said, 



(But as for those who disbelieved (it will be said to them): "Were not Our Ayat recited to you 
But you were proud...") They will be admonished and criticized with this statement, that 
means, " have not the Ayat of Ar-Rahman been recited to you But you did not follow them out 
of pride and turned away upon hearing them,' 



(and you were a people who were criminals.), ' by your actions, as well as, the denial that your 
hearts contained.' 



(And when it was said: "Verily, Allah's promise is the truth, and there is no doubt about the 
coming of the Hour,") ' when the believers said these wordsto you;' 



(you said: "We know not what isthe Hour...") ' we do not recognize what you are talking about, 



(we do not think it but conjecture,) ' we only remotely think that it might come,' 



(and we have no firm convincing belief (therein).) " we are not sure of it.' Allah said, 



(And the evil of what they did will appear to them,) the repercussion of their evil deeds will 
become apparent to them, 



(and will completely encircle them.) from all directions, 



(that which they used to mock at) of the coming torment and punishment, 



(And it will be said: "This Day We will forget you...") " We will treat you as if We have forgotten 
you, casting you in the fire of Jahannam,' 



(as you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours.) ' and did not work for it because you did not 
believe in itscoming,' 



(And your abode is the Fire, and there is none to help you.) In the Sahih, it is reported that 
Allah the Exalted will ask some of His servants on the Day of Resurrection, 

» 



« : 

("Have I not given you a spouse, honored you and subjected the camels and horses to you Have 
I not allowed you to be a chief and a master" The servant will say in answer, "Yes, Lord!" 
Allah will say, "Did you think that you would ever meet Me" He will say, "No." Allah the Exalted 
will say, "then this Day, I will forget you as you forgot Me.") Allah the Exalted said, 



(This, because you took the revelations of Allah in mockery.) 'We gave you this punishment as 
retribution because you mocked Allah's proofs that He sent to you, and made them the subject 
of jokes and jest,' 



(and the life of the world deceived you.) 'this life fooled you and you were seduced by to it, 
thus becoming among the ultimate losers,' 



(So this Day, they shall not be taken out from there), from Hellfire, 



(nor shall they be returned to the worldly life.) no apologies shall be sought from them, but 
they will be punished without limit or delay, just as a group of the believers will enter Paradise 
without limit or delay. After Allah mentioned His judgement for the believers and the 
disbelievers, He said, 



(So all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the earth,) He is their 
Owner and the Owner of all that is in and on them, and surely, 



(and the Lord of all that exists.) Allah said next, 



(And His is the majesty in the heavens and the earth, ) meaning, the kingship, according to 
Mujahid. This Ayah means, Allah is the Almighty, Worthy of all praise; everything and everyone 
is subservient and in complete need of and dependent upon Him. In an authentic Hadith, the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Exalted said, "Glory is My robe and pride is My garment; whoever rivals Me for either 
of them, I will make him reside in My Fire!") Muslim collected a similar Hadith. Allah said, 



(and He is the AI-' Aziz,) Who is never resisted or rivaled, 



(Al-Hakim) all wise in His statements, actions, legislation and the decree that He appoints; all 
glory and praise are due to Him, none has the right to be worshipped but He, Alone. This is the 
end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Jathiyah. All praise and thanks are due to Allah alone. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ahqaf 

(Chapter - 46) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ha Mim.) (2. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (3. We 
created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with truth, and for 
a specified term. But those who disbelieve, turn away from that whereof they are warned.) (4. 
Say: "Think you about all that you invoke besides Allah Show me what have they created of the 
earth Or have they a share in (the creation of) the heavens Bring me a scripture prior to this or 
some trace of knowledge, if you are truthful!") (5. And who is more astray than those who 
invoke besides Allah others who will not answer them until the Day of Resurrection, and who 
are unaware of their invocations to them) (6. And when mankind are gathered, they (false 
deities) will become their enemies and will deny their worship.) 



The Qur'an is a Revelation from Allah and the Universe is His True 

Creation 

Allah informs that He has revealed the Book to His servant and Messenger Muhammad -- may 
Allah's blessings be upon him until the Day of Judgement. Allah then describes Himself as being 
of unimaginable glory, possessing ultimate wisdom in His statements and actions. Allah then 
says, 



(We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except in truth,) 
meaning, not in idle play and falsehood. 



(and for a specified term.) meaning, for a fixed and specified duration that will not increase or 
decrease. Allah continues, 



(But those who disbelieve, turn away from that of which they are warned.) Meaning, the 
disbelievers are distracted from what is intended for them. Allah has indeed revealed to them 
a Book and sent to them a Messenger. Yet, they obstinately turn away from all of that. 
Therefore, they will soon realize the consequence of their behavior. 



Refuting the Idolators 

Allah then says, 



(Say) meaning, to these idolators who worship others besides Allah. 



(Think you about all that you invoke besides Allah Show me what they have created of the 
earth) (46:4) meaning, 'show me the place that they have independently created from the 
earth.' 



(Or have they a share in the heavens) which meansthat they are not partners in anything in the 
heavens, nor on earth. They do not own even the thin membrane covering a date's pit. The 
dominion and control only belong to Allah, Exalted is He. ' How then would you worship others 
or join them as partners with Him Who guided you to that Who called you to that Did He 
command you to do it, or is it something that you suggested yourselves' Thus, He says, 



(Bring me a scripture prior to this) meaning, " bring a book from among the Books of Allah that 
have been revealed to the Prophets, that commands you to worship these idols.' 



(or some trace of knowledge,) meaning, 'some clear evidence justifying this way you have 
chosen.' 



(if you are truthful!) meaning, 'you have absolutely no evidence for that -- neither textual 
(from revelation) nor rational.' For this reason, some recited it; ( ) "or something 

inherited from knowledge" meaning, ' or true knowledge that you have inherited from anyone 
before you.' This is similar to Mujahid's statement when he said, 



(or some trace of knowledge.) "Or anyone who has inherited any knowledge." Allah then says, 



(And who is more astray than those who invokes besides Allah others who will not answer them 
until the Day of Resurrection, and who are unaware of their invocations to them) meaning, no 
one is more misguided than those who invoke idols instead of Allah, asking them for things that 
they cannot give -- until the Day of Judgment. They (the idols) are unaware of what he asks, 
they can neither hear, see, or act. This is because they are inanimate, senseless stones. Allah 
then says, 



(And when mankind are gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worship.) 
This is similar to Allah's saying: 



(They have taken gods beside Allah, that they might give them dignity. No! They will deny their 
worship of them, and will be opponents to them.) (19:81, 82) meaning, they will betray them 
when they need them the most. (Ibrahim) Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, said: 



(You have taken only idols besides Allah! The love between you is only in the life of this world. 
On the Day of Resurrection, you shall disown each other and curse each other, and your abode 
will be the Fire, and you shall have no helpers.)(29:25) 



(7. And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them, the disbelievers say of the truth when it 
reaches them: "This is plain magic!") (8. Or say they: "He has fabricated it." Say: "If I have 
fabricated it, still you have no power to support me against Allah. He knows best of what you 
say among yourselves concerning it ! Sufficient is He as a witness between me and you! And He 
isthe Oft --Forgiving, the Most Merciful.") (9. Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers, 
nor do I know what will be done with me or you. I only follow that which is revealed to me, and 
I am but a plain warner.") 



Refuting Claims of the Idolators about the Qur'an and the Messenger 

Concerning the disbelief and rebellion of the idolators, Allah says that when the clear Ayat of 
Allah are recited to them they say; 



(This is plain magic!) meaning, simple magic. In this statement of theirs, they have lied, 
invented a falsehood, went astray and disbelieved. 



(Or they say: "He has fabricated it." ) They are referring to Muhammad . Allah responds saying, 



(Say: "If I have fabricated it, you have no power to support me against Allah...") which means, 
'if I lie against Allah and falsely claim that He sent me when He actually had not, then He 
would punish me with a severe punishment. No one on the earth -- you or anyone else -- would 
then be able to protect me from Him.' It is similar to Allah's saying, 



(Say: "None can protect me from Allah, nor would I find a refuge except in Him. (My duty) is 
only to convey from Allah and (deliver) His Messages. ") (72:22-23) Allah says, 



(And if he made up a false saying concerning Us, We surely would have seized him by the right 
hand. Then we would have cut off his life artery. And none of you could withhold Us from 
(punishing) him.) (69:44-47) Thus, Allah says here, 



(Say: "If I have fabricated it, still you have no power to support me against Allah. He knows 
best of what you say among yourselves concerning it (i.e. this Qur'an)! Sufficient is He as a 
witness between me and you!...") This is a severe threat, intimidation and warning for them. 
Allah then says, 



(And He is the Oft -Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) This is an encouragement for them to repent 
and turn to Allah. It means, 'despite all of this, if you turn back and repent, Allah will accept 
your repentance, pardon you, forgive you, and have mercy upon on.' This is similar to Allah's 
saying in Surat Al-Furqan, 



(And they say: "(This Book is) legends of the ancients that he has written down, and they are 
dictated to him morning and afternoon." Say: "It has been sent down by the One Who knows 
every secret within the heavens and the earth. Truly, He is ever Forgiving and Merciful.") (25:5- 
6) Allah then says, 



(Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers...") which means, 'I am not the first 
Messenger who ever came to the world. Rather, Messengers came before me. Therefore, I am 
not an unprecedented incident that should cause you all to reject me and doubt my being sent 
to you. Indeed, Allah has sent before me all of the Prophetsto various nations.' Allah then says, 



(nor do I know what will be done with me or with you.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
'Abbasthat he said, "It (this Ayah) was followed in revelation by, 



(That Allah may forgive for you your sins of the past and future). Similarly, * Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, 
and Qatadah all said that this Ayah was abrogated by the Ayah; 



(That Allah may forgive for you your sins of the past and future). They said that when the latter 
Ayah was revealed, one of the Muslims said to Allah's Messenger , "Allah has declared what He 
will do for you. But what will He do for us" Then Allah revealed; 



(That He may admit the believing men and the believing women to Gardens under which rivers 
flow). This is what they said. That which has been confirmed in the Sahih is that the believers 
said, "May you enjoy that, O Allah's Messenger! But what do we get" So Allah revealed this 
Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Kharijah bin Zayd bin Thabit, reported that Umm Al-' Ala' -- a 
woman from the Ansar who had given her pledge of loyalty to Allah's Messenger -- said, "When 
the Ansar drew lots regarding taking in the Muhajirun to dwell with them, our lot was to have 
'Uthman bin Maz' un. Later, 'Uthman fell sick in our house, so we nursed him until he died, 
and we wrapped him in his garments (for burial). Allah's Messenger then came in, and I said, ' O 
Abu As-Sa'ib! May Allah have mercy on you. I bear witness that Allah has indeed honored you.' 
Allah's Messenger asked, 

« » 

(How do you know that Allah has honored him) I said, " I do not know -- may my father and 
mother both be ransoms for you!' Allah's Messenger then said, 

» 



« 

(As for him, certainty (death) has reached him from his Lord, and I surely wish well for him. 
But by Allah, even though I am Allah's Messenger, I do not know what will happen to me (after 
death).) I then said, ' Never will I claim a person to be pious after this.' This incident caused me 
some distress, and I went to sleep thereafter. I saw in my dream that 'Uthman owned a 
running water spring. I went to Allah's Messenger and told him about that. Allah's Messenger 
said, 



« » 

(That was his (good) deeds.)" Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith but Muslim did not. In one of the 
narrations, Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(Even though I am Allah's Messenger, I do not know what will happen to him.) This and similar 
texts indicate that it is not allowed to declare that a specific person will enter Jannah except 
for those who were distinctly indicated by Allah or his Messenger . Examples of those are the 
Ten, Ibn Sallam, Al-Ghumaysa', Bilal, Suraqah, 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Haram (Jabir's father), 
the Seventy Recitors (of Qur'an) who were assassinated near the Well of Ma' unah, Zayd bin 
Harithah, Ja'far, Ibn Rawahah, and other similar individuals, may Allah be pleased with them. 
Allah then says, 



(I only follow that which is revealed to me, ) which means, x l only follow what Allah has 
revealed to me of the revelation.' 



(and I am but a plain warner.) meaning, ' my warnings are obvious to every person with sound 
intellect and reason.' And Allah knows best. 



(10. Say: "Tell me! If it was from Allah and you disbelieved it, (at the same time), a witness 
from among the Children of Israel has testified to something similar and believed while you 
rejected (the truth)!" Verily, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.) (11. And those who 
disbelieve say of those who believe: "Had it been a good thing, they (the poor believers) would 
not have preceded us to it!" And when they have not been guided by it, they say: "This is 
ancient falsehood!") (12. And before thiswasthe Scripture of Musa as a guide and a mercy. And 
this is a Book confirming in the Arabic tongue, to warn those who do wrong, and as glad tidings 
for the doers of good.) (13. Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is (only) Allah," and thereafter 
stand firm, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.) (14. Such shall be the dwellers of 
Paradise, abiding therein (forever) -- a reward for what they used to do.) 



The Qur'an is Allah's True Speech and the Position of the 
Disbelievers and the Muslims towards it 



Allah says, 



(Say) meaning, ' Muhammad to these idolators who disbelieve in the Qur'an.' 



(Tell me! If it was) meaning, this Qur'an. 



(from Allah, and you disbelieved in it) meaning, " what do you think that Allah will do to you if 
this Book that I have come to you with is actually revealed to me from Him in order that I 
convey it to you, and yet you disbelieve in it and deny it 



((at the same time), a witness from among the Children of Israel has testified to something 
similar) meaning, 'the previous Scriptures that were revealed to the Prophets before me all 
testify to its truthfulness and authenticity. They have prophecied, well in advance, about 
things similar to that which this Qur'an informs of.' Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and believed) ' this person who testified to its truthfulness from the Children of Israel, due to 
his realization that it wasthe truth.' 



(while you rejected (the truth)!) 'whereas you have arrogantly refused to follow it.' Masruq 
said: "That witness believed in his Prophet and Book, while you disbelieved in your Prophet and 
Book." 



(Verily, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.) The witness here refers to any witness in 
general. It includes ' Abdullah bin Salam and other from them as well. For indeed, this Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah before 'Abdullah bin Salam had accepted Islam. This is similar to the 
statement of Allah, 



(And when it is recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our 
Lord. Indeed, even before it we have been Muslims.") (28:53) It is also similar to Allah's saying, 



(Verily! Those who were given knowledge before it -- when it is recited to them, they fall upon 
their faces in prostration, and they say: "Exalted is our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord has 
been fulfilled.") (17:107-108) It has been narrated from Sa d, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that he said, "I have not heard Allah's Messenger say about anyone walking on the surface of 
the earth that he is of the people of Jannah -- except for " Abdullah bin Salam. Concerning him 
the following Ayah was revealed, 



((at the same time), a witness from among the Children of Israel has testified to something 
similar)" This has been recorded in the Two Sahihs and An-Nasa'i. Similarly, Ibn x Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, * Ikrimah, Yusuf bin 'Abdullah bin 
Salam, Hilal bin Yasaf, As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri, Malik bin Anas and Ibn Zayd all said that this 
refers to * Abdullah bin Salam. Allah then says, 



(And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: "Had it been good, they (the weak and 
poor) would not have preceded us to it!") which means that those who disbelieve say of those 
who believe in the Qur'an: "Had it (the Qur'an) been any good, they (the weak and poor) would 
not have preceded us to it!" By that, they meant Bilal, ' Ammar, Suhayb, Khabbab, may Allah 
be pleased with them, and others like them of the weak, the male servants, and female 
servants. The pagans said this only because they thought that they held a high status with 
Allah, and that He took special care of them. By that, they made a great and obvious error, as 
Allah says: 



(Thus have We tried some of them with others, that they might say: "Is it these whom Allah has 
favored from among us") (6:53) meaning, they wonder how could those weaklings be the ones 
who were guided from among them. Thus, Allah says, 



(Had it been good, they (the weak and poor) would not have preceded us to it!) Contrary to 
this is the position of Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama' ah: They say about any act or saying that has 
not been reported from the Companions: "It is an innovation. If there was any good in it, they 
would have preceded us in doing it, because they have not left off any of the good 
characteristics except that they hurried to perform them." Allah continues, 



(And when they have not been guided by it,) meaning, the Qur'an. 



(they say: "This is an ancient falsehood!") meaning, an old lie. They mean by this that the 
Qur'an has been quoted and taken from the ancient people, thereby belittling the Qur'an and 
its followers. This is clear arrogance, as Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

((Arrogance is) rejecting the truth and belittling the people.) Allah then says, 



(And before t his was t he Script ure of Musa) and it was t he Tawrah. 



(as a guide and mercy. And this is a Book) meaning, the Qur'an. 



(confirming) meaning, that which came before it of the previous Books. 



(in the Arabic tongue,) means that it is eloquent and clear. 



(to warn those who do wrong, and as glad tidings for the doers of good.) meaning, it contains a 
warning to the dis- believers and glad tidings for the belie- vers. Allah then says: 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is (only) Allah," and thereafter stand firm,) The explanation 
of this has been dis- cussed earlier in Surat As-Sajdah. See 41 :30 Allah then says, 



(on them shall be no fear,) meaning, con- cening their future. 



(nor shall they grieve.) meaning, over what they have left behind. Allah continues, 



(Such shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein (forever) -- a reward for what they 
used to do.) meaning, the deeds are a cause for their attaining the mercy and their being 
engulfed by it -- and Allah knows best. 



(15. And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents. His mother bears him 
with hardship. And she delivers him with hardship. And (the period of) his gestation and the 
weaning of him is thirty months, till when he attains full strength and reaches forty years, he 
says: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your favor which You 
have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds, such as 
please You, and make my offspring good. Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and truly, I 
am one of the Muslims.") (16. They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their 
deeds and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise. That is a 
promise of truth that they had been promised.) 



Allah's Advice about the Parents 

After mentioning that one must confess His Oneness, worship Him with sincerity, and remain 
upright in obeying Him, Allah follows that by giving instructions regarding the parents. These 
appear together in many places of the Qur'an, such as Allah's saying, 



(Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be dutiful to your 
parents.) (17:23) Allah says, 



(Be grateful to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) (31:14) There are 
many other Ayat like this as well. Here Allah says, 



(And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents.) (46:15) meaning, ' We 
have commanded him to treat them well and show compassion towards them. Abu Dawud At- 



Tayalisi recorded from Sa d bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, that his mother 
said to him: "Hasn't Allah commanded that you obey your parents Then I will not eat any food 
or drink any drink until you disbelieve in Allah." Thus she stubbornly abstained from eating and 
drinking, until they had to open her mouth with a stick. Then this Ayah was revealed, 



(And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents. ) This was also recorded 
by Muslim and the Sunan compilers, except for Ibn Majah. Allah continues, 



(His mother bears him with hardship.) which means that the mother suffers hardship because 
of her child, such as fatigue, sickness, vomiting, heaviness, distress, and other forms of 
hardship that the pregnant women suffer. 



(And she delivers him with hardship.) meaning, she also delivers him with hardship, suffering 
the pains of labor and their severity. 



(And (the period of) his gestation and weaning is thirty months,) ' Ali, may Allah be pleased 
with him, used this Ayah along with the following two Ayat to prove that the minimum period 
of pregnancy (gestation) is six months: 



(And his weaning is in two years.) (31:14) and 



(The mothers suckle their children two complete years -- for those who desire to complete the 
term of suckling. ) (2:233) This is a strong and valid conclusion, and it was approved by 
'Uthman and a number of the Companions. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar narrated from 
Ba' jah bin " Abdullah Al-Juhani that a man from his tribe (Juhaynah) married a woman from 
Juhaynah. She delivered a baby after six months. So her husband went to * Uthman, may Allah 
be pleased with him, and told him about that. Thus, 'Uthman summoned her. When she was 
getting dressed, her sister started crying. She asked her: "Why do you cry By Allah, no one has 
ever approached me (for sexual relations) of Allah's creation except him (my husband). So let 
Allah decree (for me) as He wills." When she was brought before " Uthman, he commanded that 



she be stoned to death (for adultery). " AM heard of this, came to ' Uthman, and said: "What are 
you doing" He f Uthman) said: "She delivered after six months! Can this ever happen" 'AM, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: "Don't you read the Qur'an" He said: "Yes, of course!" He CAM) 
then said: " Haven't you heard Allah's saying, 



(and his gestation and weaning isthirty months), and; 



( two complete years) (2:233) (Subtracting the two numbers) we are only left with six months." 
' Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "By Allah, I did not see that! Bring the woman 
back." But they found that she had already been killed. Ba'jah continued: "By Allah, no two 
crows and no two eggs are more similar than that child turned out to be to his father! When his 
father saw that he said, ' By Allah! This is my son without any doubt.' Later on, Allah afflicted 
him with a skin abscess in his face (because of his false accusation to his wife). It kept eating 
him up until he died." Ibn Abi Hatim related from his father that Farwah bin Abi Al-Maghra' told 
them that 'AM bin Mushir narrated to them from Dawud bin Abi Hind, who narrated from 
" Ikrimah that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When a woman delivers after 
nine months, the baby will only need twenty-one months of suckling. When she delivers after 
seven months, the baby will need twenty-three months of suckling. When she delivers after six 
months, the baby will need two full years of suckling, because Allah says, 



(and his gestation and weaning isthirty months, till when he attains full strength)." meaning, 
he becomes strong, youthful, and attains full ability. 



(and reaches forty years,) meaning, his complete intellect, understanding, and patience reach 
the level of maturity. It has also been said that usually one will not change his ways once he 
reaches the age of forty. 



(he says: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability) meaning, ' inspire me. 



(that I may be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, 
and that I may do righteous good deeds, such as please You,) meaning, in the future. 



(and make my offspring good.) meaning, my offspring and descendants. 



(Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and truly, I am one of the Muslims.) This contains 
an instruction for anyone who reaches forty years of age to renew his repentance and turn to 
Allah with strong resolution. Allah then says, 



(Those are the ones from whom We shall accept the best of what they did and overlook their 
evil deeds. (They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise.) meaning, those to whom applies 
the above description -- those who repent to Allah, turn back to Him, and rectify their 
shortcomings through repentance and seeking forgiveness - those are the ones from whom We 
will accept the best of what they did and overlook their evil deeds. Many of their errors will be 
forgiven and Allah will accept from them a modest amount of deeds. 



(among the dwellers of Paradise.) which means that they will be among the dwellers of 
Paradise. That is Allah's ruling concerning them, as He has promised for those who repent and 
turn to Him. Thus, He says, 



(That isthe promise of truth that they had been promised.) 



(17. But he who says to his parents: "Uff to you! Do you promise me that I will be raised up 
when generations before me have passed" While they invoke Allah for help: "Woe to you! 
Believe! Verily, the promise of Allah is true." But he says: "This is nothing but the legends of 
the ancient.") (18. They are those against whom the Word (of torment) has j ust if ied among the 
previous generations of Jinn and mankind that have passed away. Verily, they are ever the 
losers.) (19. And for all, there will be degrees according to that which they did, so that He 
might fully recompense for their deeds. And they will not be wronged.) (20. On the Day when 
those who disbelieve will be exposed to the Fire (it will be said): "You received your good 
things in the life of the world, and you took your pleasure therein. Today, you will be 
recompensed with the torment of extreme humiliation, because you were arrogant upon the 
earth without a right, and because you used to rebel against Allah's command.) 



Mention of the Undutiful Children and Their End 

In the previous Ayat, Allah mentions the dutiful offspring who supplicate for their parents and 
treat them with kindness. He describes the success and salvation He has prepared for them. 
Here He connects to that discussion the situation of the wretched offspring who are undutiful 
toward their parents. Allah says, 



(But he who says to his parents: "Uff to you! ...") As for the saying "Uff" in this Ayah, it is a 
general description applying to anyone who says it to his parents. Some people claim that it 
was revealed about " Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr. But this claim is weak and rejected, because 
' Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr embraced Islam after this was revealed. His adherence to Islam 
was excellent, and he was among the best of his contemporaries. Al-Bukhari recorded from 
Yusuf bin Mahak that Marwan (bin Al-Hakam) was governor of Hijaz (Western Arabia), 
appointed by Mif awiyah bin Abi Sufyan. He (Marwan) delivered a speech in which he 
mentioned Yazid bin Mu' awiyah and urged the people to give a pledge of allegiance after his 
father. " Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr said something to him in response to that, upon which 
Marwan commanded his men: "Arrest him!" But he entered " Aishah's house, and they were not 
able to capture him. Marwan then said: "This isthe one about whom Allah revealed: 



(But he who says to his parents: "Uff to you! Do you promise me that I will be raised -- when 
generations before me have passed")" From behind the curtain, ' Aishah responded: "Allah did 
not reveal any Qur'an in our regard (i.e. the children of Abu Bakr), except for the declaration 
of my innocence." In another report recorded by An-Nasa'i, Muhammad bin Ziyad reported that 
when Mif awiyah was soliciting people to pledge allegiance to his son, and Marwan declared: 
"This follows the tradition of Abu Bakr and ' Umar." On hearing this, 'Abdur-Rahman bin Abi 
Bakr said: "Rather, this isthe tradition of Heracliusand Caesar." Marwan responded: "This isthe 
one about whom Allah revealed, 



(But he who says to his parents: "Uff to you!")" When that was conveyed to " Aishah, she said: 
"Marwan is lying! By Allah, that was not revealed about him. If I wish to name the person meant 
by it, I could. On the other hand, Allah's Messenger placed a curse on Marwan's father (Al- 
Hakam bin Abi Al-' As when Marwan was still in his loins, so Marwan (bin Al-Hakam) is an 
outcome of Allah's curse." As for Allah's statement: 



(Do you promise me that I will be raised) meaning, resurrected. 



(when generations before me have passed) meaning, generations of people have already passed 
away, and none of them has ever returned to tell (what happened to them) 



(While they invoke Allah for help) meaning, they ask Allah to guide him, and they say to their 
son, 



("Woe to you! Believe! Verily, the promise of Allah is true." But he says: "This is nothing but the 
legends of the ancient.") Allah then says, 



(They are those against whom the Word (of torment) has justified among the previous 
generations of Jinn and mankind that have passed away. Verily, they are ever the losers.) This 
indicates that all such people will be among their likes and their peers among the disbelievers, 
who will lose themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection. Allah's saying, 



(Those are) after He said, 



(But he who says ) confirms what we have mentioned above that the latter is a general 
description of a type of people including all those who fall under that description. Al-Hasan and 
Qatadah both said, "This applies to the disbelieving, sinful person who is undutiful to his 
parents and who denies resurrection." Allah then says, 



(And for all, there will be degrees according to that which they did,) meaning that there will 
be degrees of punishment for each of them according to what they did. 



(so that He might fully recompense them for their deeds, and they will not be wronged.) which 
means Allah will not be unjust to them even in the amount of a speck of dust or less. ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: "The levels of the Fire descend, and those of Paradise 
ascend." Allah then says, 



(On the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to the Fire (it will be said): "You 
received your good things in the life of the world, and you took your pleasure therein...") which 
means that this will be said to them by way of blame and reprimand. The Commander of the 
faithful, ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, gave up many of the joys of 
food and drink and refrained from them while saying, "I am afraid of being like those whom 
Allah has reproached and condemned by saying, 



(You received your good things in the life of the world, and you took your pleasure therein)." 
Abu Mijlaz said: "Some people will lose good deeds that they had in the worldly life, and they 
will be told, 



(You received your good things in the life of the world)." Then Allah says, 



(Today, you will be recompensed with the torment of extreme humiliation, because you were 
arrogant upon the earth without a right, and because you used to rebel against Allah's 
command.) which indicates that their punishment will be of a type comparable to their deeds. 
They enjoyed themselves, were arrogant in their denial of the truth, and were involved in 
sinning and disobedience. Thus, Allah punishes them with extreme humiliation, disgrace, 
severe pains, continued sorrow, and positions in the terrible depths of Hell -- may Allah protect 
us from all of that. 



(21. And remember the brother of 'Ad, when he warned his people in Al-Ahqaf. And surely, 
warners had already passed on before him and after him (saying): "Worship none but Allah; 
truly, I fear for you the torment of a mighty Day.") (22. They said: "Have you come to delude us 
from our gods Then bring us that with which you threaten us, if you are one of the truthful!") 
(23. He said: "The knowledge (of that) is only with Allah. And I convey to you that wherewith I 
have been sent, but I see that you are a people given to ignorance!") (24. Then, when they saw 
it as a dense cloud approaching their valleys, they said: "This is a cloud bringing us rain!" Nay, 
but it is that which you were asking to be hastened - a wind wherein is a painful torment!) (25. 
Destroying everything by the command of its Lord! S3 they became such that nothing could be 
seen except their dwellings! Thus do We recompense the criminal people!) 



The Story of ' Ad 

Allah says, consoling His Prophet in regard to the rejection of those who opposed him among 
his people, 



(And remember the brother of 'Ad,) This refers to Hud, peace be upon in him. Allah sent him 
to the first people of 'Ad who inhabited Al-Ahqaf. Ahqaf is plural of Haqf. According to Ibn 
Zayd, it means a sand dune; and according to ' Ikrimah, it means a mountain or a cave. 
Qatadah said: "We were informed that 'Ad was a tribe in Yemen. They dwelt among sand 
(hills), and overlooked the sea in a land called Ash-Shihr." Under the chapter, "He Who 



supplicates should first mention Himself," Ibn Majah recorded that Ibn ' Abbas narrated that the 
Prophet said: 

« » 

(May Allah have mercy on us and the Brother of ' Ad.) Allah then says, 



(And surely, warnershad already passed on before him and after him.) meaning, Allah had sent 
Messengers and warners to the towns surrounding the land of 'Ad. This is similar to Allah's 
saying, 



(And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who were present and those who succeeded 
them. ) (2:66) And it is also similar to Allah's saying, 



(But if they turn away, then say: "I have warned you of a thunderbolt like the thunderbolt that 
struck 'Ad and Thamud. (That occurred) when the Messengers had come to them from before 
them and after them (saying): "Worship none but Allah.") (41:13-14) Allah then says, 



(truly, I fear for you the torment of a mighty Day.) meaning, Hud said thisto them (his people) 
and they responded to him saying, 



(Have you come to delude us from our gods) meaning, to prevent us. 



(from our gods) 



(Then bring us that with which you threaten us, if you are one of the truthful!) They sought to 
hasten Allah's torment and punishment, believing that it will not happen. This is similar to 
Allah's saying, 



(Those who do not believe in it (the Last Hour) seek to hasten it) (42:18). Hud's response was, 



(He said: "The knowledge (of that) is only with Allah.") which means, ' Allah knows best about 
you. If you deserve the punishment to be hastened, He will do that to you. As for me, my duty 
is to deliver my message to you.' 



(But I see that you are a people given to ignorance!) which means, 'you have no 
comprehension or understanding.' Allah then says, 



(Then, when they saw it as a dense cloud approaching their valleys,) meaning, when they saw 
the punishment coming towards them, they thought it to be clouds full of rain. That made 
them happy and joyful, because they had a drought and needed rain. Allah then said, 



(Nay, but it is that which you were asking to be hastened -- a wind wherein is a painful 
torment!) meaning, this is the torment that you called for saying, "Bring to us what you 
promise us if you should be of the truthful." 



(Destroying every thing) meaning, destroying every part of their land that could normally be 
destroyed. 



(by the command of its Lord!) meaning, it had Allah's permission to do that. This is similar to 
Allah's saying, 



d(lt spared nothing that it reached, but blew it into broken spreads of rotten ruins.) (51:42) 
meaning, like something dilapidated (or decrepit). Because of this, Allah says, 



(So they became such that nothing could be seen except their dwellings!) means, all of them 
were destroyed, and none of them were spared. Allah then says: 



(Thus do We recompense the criminal people!) which means that this is Our judgement 
regarding those who reject Our Messengers and disobey Our commands. Imam Ahmad recorded 
from ' Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that she said, "I never saw Allah's Messenger fully 
laughing so that I would see his uvula. He would only smile." She added that when Allah's 
Messenger saw clouds or wind, that would reflect on his face (as discomfort). She asked him: "O 
Allah's Messenger! When the people see clouds, they become happy, hoping that they bring 
them rain. But I notice that when you see them, displeasure appears on your face." Allah's 
Messenger replied, 

» 



« 

(0 ' Aishah! What would guarantee to me that they do not bring punishment Some nations had 
been punished with wind. On seeing the punishment approaching them, a nation once said: 
"This is a cloud bringing us rain.") This is also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that 'Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said that when Allah's Messenger saw 
clouds on any of the horizons, he would leave whatever he was doing -- even if he was in 
prayer -- and say: 

« » 

(0 Allah! I seek refuge with you from any harm that it (the cloud) contains.) If Allah removed 
those clouds, the Prophet would praise Allah, and if rain fell, he would say: 

« » 

(0 Allah! Make it pouring and beneficent.) Muslim also recorded in hisSahih from " Aishah, may 
Allah be pleased with her, that when the wind blew, Allah's Messenger would say, 



» 



« 

(0 Allah! I ask You of its good, the good that it contains, and the good with which it has been 
sent. And I seek refuge in You from its evil, the evil that it contains, and the evil with which it 
has been sent.) She added that if the sky became cloudy, his color would change; he would 
exit, enter, come, and go. When it rained, his anxiety would be relieved. When ~ A'ishah, may 
Allah be pleased with her, noticed that, she asked him about it and he said: 



» 



« 

(0 'A'ishah! It could be like what the people of 'Ad said, (Then, when they saw it as a dense 
cloud approaching their valleys, they said: "This is a cloud bringing us rain!")) We have 
previously mentioned the story of the destruction of the people of 'Ad in both Surat Al-A'raf 
and Surah Hud. Thus, there is no need to repeat it here; and verily Allah is worthy of all praise 
and gratitude. 



(26. And indeed We had firmly established them with that wherewith We have not established 
you! We also gave them hearing, vision, and hearts. But their hearing, vision, and hearts 
availed them nothing since they used to deny the Ayat of Allah, and they were completely 
encircled by that which they used to ridicule!) (27. And indeed We have destroyed towns round 
about you, and We have shown (them) the signs in various ways so that they might return.) (28. 
As for those whom they had taken for gods besides Allah, as the means of approach to Him, 
why then did they not aid them Nay, but they vanished completely from them. And that was 
their falsehood, and what they were fabricating.) Allah says, 'We have granted the earlier 
nations wealth and offspring in the worldly life. That which We granted them, we did not give 
you anything similar or close to it.' Furthermore, 



(We also gave them hearing, vision, and hearts. But their hearing, vision, and hearts availed 
them nothing when they used to deny Allah's signs, and they were completely encircled by that 
which they used to ridicule!) meaning, they were encircled by the torment and exemplary 
punishment that they denied and whose occurrence they doubted. This means, you listeners 
must beware of being like them lest a punishment similar to theirs strikes you in this life and 
the Hereafter. Allah then says, 



(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, ) This is addressed to the people of 
Makkah. Allah destroyed the nations who disbelieved in the Messengers who lived around 
Makkah, such as 'Ad who were at Al-Ahqaf in Hadramawt near Yemen, Thamud whose 
dwellings were between Makkah and Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), Saba' who were in Yemen, the 
people of Madyan who were on the route and passage to Ghazzah (Western Palestine), and the 
people of Lut who dwelt by the lake (the Dead Sea) which they used to pass by (on the way to 
Jordan) as well. Allah then says, 



(and We have shown (them) the signs in various ways) meaning, 'We explained and clarified 
them.' 



(so that perhaps they might return. As for those whom they had taken for gods besides Allah, as 
the means of approach to Him, why then did they not aid them) meaning, did they help them 
when they were in the greatest need for them 



(but they vanished completely from them.) Rather, they completely left them alone when they 
needed them the most. 



(And that was their falsehood, ) meaning, their lie. 



(and what they were fabricating.) which means that they fabricated lies by taking them as 
gods, and they lost and failed in their worship of them and their reliance upon them -- and 
Allah knows best. 



(29. And (remember) when We sent toward you a group of the Jinn, to listen to the Qur'an. 
When they attended it, they said: "Listen quietly!" And when it was concluded, they returned 
to their people, aswarners.) (30. They said: "0 our people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent 
down after Musa, confirming what came before it, it guides to the truth and to the straight 
path.") (31. "Oour people! Respond to Allah's Caller, and believe in him. He (Allah) will forgive 
you some of your sins, and protect you from a painful torment.") (32. "And whosoever does not 
respond to Allah's Caller, he cannot escape on earth, and he will not have besides Allah any 
protectors. Those are in manifest error.") 



The Story of the Jinns listening to the Qur'an 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr that he commented on the Ayah; 



(And (remember) when We sent towards you a group of the Jinn, to listen to the Qur'an.) "They 
were at a place called Nakhlah while Allah's Messenger was performing the ' Isha' prayer, and 



(they crowded on top of each other to hear him.) (72:19)" Sufyan said, "They stood on top of 
each other like piled wool." Ahmad was alone in recording this. Imam Ahmad and the famous 
Imam, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi in his book Dala'il An-Nubuwwah, both recorded that Ibn 
'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Allah's Messenger never recited Qur'an to the 
Jinns, nor did he see them. Allah's Messenger was heading with a group of his Companions 
towards the * Ukaz market. At that time, the devils had been prevented from eavesdropping on 
the news of the heavens, and they were being attacked by burning flames (whenever they tried 
to listen). When the devils went back to their people, they asked them what happened to 
them, and they answered, 'We have been prevented from eavesdropping on the news of the 
heavens, and burning flames now attack us.' Their people told them, 'You have only been 
prevented from eavesdropping on the information of the heavens because of something (major) 
that has happened. So go all over the earth, east and west, and see what is it that has 
obstructed you from eavesdropping on the news of the heavens.' Thus they traveled all over the 
earth, east and west, seeking that which had obstructed them from eavesdropping on the news 
of the heavens. A group of them went towards Tihamah, and found Allah's Messenger while he 
was at a place called Nakhlah along the way to the 'Ukaz market. He was leading his 
Companions in the Fajr prayer. When the Jinns heard the recitation of the Qur'an, they stopped 
to listen to it, and then they said: 'By Allah! This is what has prevented you from 
eavesdropping on the news of the heavens.' Then they returned to their people and told them: 
'Our people! We certainly have heard an amazing recitation (the Qur'an), it guides to the right 



path. 3d we have believed in it, and we will join none in worship with our Lord.' 3d Allah 
revealed to His Prophet , 



(Say: It has been revealed to me that a group of Jinns have listened (to the Qur'an).) (72:19) 
Thus, what was revealed to him was only the saying of the Jinns." Al-Bukhari recorded a similar 
narration, and Muslim recorded it (as it is here). At-Tirmidhi also recorded it, as did An-Nasa'i 
in hisTafsir. 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud reported that the Jinns came down upon the Prophet while 
he was reciting the Qur'an at a place called Nakhlah. When they heard him, 



(They said: "Listen quietly.") meaning, hush! They were nine in number, and one of them was 
called Zawba' ah. So Allah revealed, 



(And when We sent toward you a group of Jinns, to listen to the Qur'an. When they attended it, 
they said: "Listen quietly!" And when it was concluded, they returned to their people as 
warners.) until His saying: 



( manifest error.) Thus, this report along with the above one by Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, indicate that Allah's Messenger was not aware of the presence of the Jinns at 
that time. They only listened to his recitation and went back to their people. Later on, they 
came to him in groups, one party after another, and one group after another. As for Allah's 
saying, 



(they returned to their people as warners.) It means that they went back to their people and 
warned them about what they heard from Allah's Messenger . This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(...that they may obtain understanding in religion and warn their people when they return to 
them, so that they might be cautious (of evil).) (9:122) This Ayah has been used as evidence 
that the Jinns have warnersfrom among themselves, but no Messengers. There is no doubt that 
Allah did not send Messengers from among the Jinns, because He says, 



(And We did not send before you as Messengers any but men, to whom We revealed from 
among the people of cities.) (12:109) And Allah says, 



(And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but verily they ate food and walked in 
the markets.) (25:20) And He says about Ibrahim Al - Kh alii, upon him be peace, 



(...And We placed in his descendants prophet hood and Scripture. )(29:27) Thus, every Prophet 
whom Allah sent after Ibrahim was from his offspring and progeny. As for Allah's saying in Surat 
Al-An' am, 



(0 company of Jinns and human beings! Did there not come to you Messengers from among you) 
(6:130) It only applies to the two kinds collectively, but specifically pertains to just one of 
them, which isthe human. This is like Allah's saying, 



(From both of them (salty and fresh waters) emerge pearl and Marjan.) (55:22) Although He 
said "both of them" this applies to only one of the two types of water (the salty water). Allah 
then explains how the Jinns warned their people. He says, 



(They said: "Oour people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent down after Musa. ..") They did not 
mention ' Isa, peace be upon him, because the Injil that was revealed to him contained 
admonitions and exhortations, but very few permissions or prohibitions. Thus, it was in reality 
like a complement to the legislation of the Tawrah, the Tawrah being the reference. That is 
why they said, "Sent down after Musa." This is also the way that Waraqah bin Nawfal spoke 
when the Prophet told him about his first meeting with Jibril, An-Namus, peace be upon him. 
He said: "Very good, very good! This is (the angel) that used to come to Musa. I wish that I was 
still a young man (to support you)." 



(confirming what came before it,) meaning, the Scriptures that were revealed before it to the 
previous Prophets. They then said, 



(it guidesto the truth) means in belief and information. 



(and to the straight path.) which means, in deeds. For verily, the Qur'an contains two things: 
information and commandments. Its information is true, and its commandments are all just, as 
Allah says, 



(And the Word of Your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice.) (6:115) Allah says, 



(It is He Who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth.) (9:122) The 
guidance is the beneficent knowledge, and the religion of truth means the righteous good 
deeds. Thus, the Jinns said, 



(it guidesto the truth) in matters of belief, 



(and to the straight path.) meaning, in regard to actions. 



(0 our people! Respond to Allah's Caller,) This is proof that Muhammad has been sent to both 
the human beings and the Jinns. Thus, Allah says, 



(Respond to Allah's Caller and believe in him.) Then Allah says, 



(He will then forgive you some of your sins,) Some scholars say that "some" here is auxiliary, 
but this is questionable since it is rarely used to strengthen an affirmative meaning. Others say 
that it means partial forgiveness. 



(and protect you from a painful torment.) meaning, He will protect you from His painful 
punishment. Then Allah informsthat they said, 



(And whosoever does not respond to Allah's Caller, he cannot escape on earth,) meaning, 
Allah's power encompasses him and surrounds him. 



(and he will not have besides Allah any protectors.) meaning, no one can protect him against 
Allah. 



(Those are in manifest error. ) This is a threat and warning. Thus, those Jinns called their 
people with encouragement and warning. Because of this, many of the Jinns took heed and 
came to Allah's Messenger in successive delegations; and verily, Allah is worthy of all praise and 
gratitude, and Allah knows best. 



(33. Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied 
by their creation, is Able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.) (34. 
And on the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to the Fire (it will be said to them): 
"Is this not the truth" They will say: "Yes, by our Lord!" He will say: "Then taste the torment, 
because you used to disbelieve!") (35. Therefore be patient as did those of determination 
among the Messengers and be in no hurry for them. On the Day when they will see what they 
are promised, it will be as though they had not remained (in the world) except an hour in a 
day. (This is) a clear Message. But will any be destroyed except the defiantly rebellious people) 



Evidence for Life after Death 

Allah says, those who deny resurrection on Judgement Day, and doubt that the bodies will be 
raised on that Last Day -- Do they not see, 



(that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by their creation,) 
meaning, the creation of the heavens and earth did not exhaust Him.' Rather, He commanded 
them: "Be," and they were, without any refusal or delay. They obeyed and responded to Him 
with submission and fear. Is He not then able to revive the dead This is similar to what Allah 
said elsewhere, 



(Verily, the creation of the heavens and earth is greater than the creation of the people. But 
most people do not know.) (40:57) Allah respondsto the above question by saying, 



(Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.) Then Allah says, as a threat and a warning to whoever 
disbelieves in Him, 



(And on the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to the Fire (it will be said to 
them): "Is this not the truth" ) meaning, it will be said to them, "Isn't this the truth Is this 
magic, or do you not see" 



(They will say: "Yes, by our Lord!") meaning, they will have no choice but to confess. 



(He will say: "Then taste the torment, because you used to disbelieve!") 



Commanding the Prophet to persevere 

Allah then commands His Messenger to observe patience with those who rejected him among 
his people. He says, 



(Therefore be patient as did those of determination among the Messengers.) meaning, as they 
were patient with their people's rejection of them. "Those of determination" among the 
Messengers are Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, ' Isa and the last of all of the Prophets, Muhammad . Allah 
has specifically mentioned their names in two Ayat: Surat Al-Ahzab (33:7) and Surat Ash-Shura 
(42:13). 



(and be in no hurry for them.) which means, 'do not rush the punishment for them. 1 This is 
similar to Allah's saying: 



(And leave Me alone to deal with the rejectors, those who are in possession of good things of 
life. And give them respite for a little while.) (73:11) 



(So allow time for the disbelievers, and leave them for awhile.) (86:17) Then Allah says: 



(On the Day when they will see that which they are promised, it will be as though they had not 
remained (in the world) except an hour in a day.) Which is similar to Allah's saying, 



(On the Day they see it (the Hour), it will be as though they had not remained (in the world) 
except for a day's afternoon or its morning.) (79:46) and as He says, 



(And on the Day when He shall gather them together, (it will be) as if they had not stayed but 
an hour of a day. They will recognize each other. )(10:45) Then Allah says, 



(A clear message.) meaning, this Qur'an provides a clear concept. 



(But will any be destroyed except the defiantly rebellious people) Which means that Allah does 
not destroy anyone except those who choose the way of destruction. It is part of Allah's justice 
that He does not punish anyone except those who deserve the punishment -- and Allah knows 
best. This concludes the explanation of Surat Al-Ahqaf. And all praise and blessings are due to 
Allah. Both success and protection from faults are by His help. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Qital 

(Chapter - 47) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Those who disbelieve and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, He will render their deeds 
vain.) (2. But those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and believe in that which is sent 
down to Muhammad -- for it isthe truth from their Lord -- He expiates from them their sins and 
amends their Bal.) (3. That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood, while those who 
believe follow the truth from their Lord. Thus does Allah set forth for mankind their parables.) 

The Reward of the Disbelievers and the Believers Allah says, 



(Those who disbelieve) meaning, in the Ayat of Allah. 



(and hinder (men)) Others. 



(from the path of Allah, He will render their deeds vain.) meaning, He renders their deeds vain 
and futile, and He denies them any rewards or blessings for them. This is similar to His saying, 



(And We will approach what they have done of deeds and make them as dispersed dust.) 
(25:23) Allah then says, 



(And those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) Which means that their hearts and souls 
have believed, and their limbs and their hidden and apparent acts have complied with Allah's 
Law. 



(And believe in that which has been sent down to Muhammad) Adding this statement to the 
previous one is a method of adding a specific meaning to a general one. This provides proof 
that after Muhammad's advent, believing in him is a required condition for the true faith. Allah 
then says, 



(For it is the truth from their Lord.) which is a beautifully placed parenthetical clause. Thus, 
Allah says, 



(He expiates from them their sins and amends their Bal.) Ibn " Abbas, said, "This means their 
matter." Mujahid said, "This means their affair." Qatadah and Ibn Zayd both said, "Their 
condition." And all of these are similar in meaning. It has been mentioned (from the Prophet ) 
in the Hadith of the responding to one who sneezes, 



« » 

(May Allah guide you and rectify your (Bal) affairs.) Then Allah says, 



(That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood,) meaning, 'We only invalidate the 
deeds of the disbelievers and overlook the sins of the righteous, and amend their affairs, 
because those who disbelieve follow false- hood.' Meaning, they choose falsehood over the 
truth. 



(while those who believe follow the truth from their Lord. Thus does Allah set forth for the 
people their parables.) Thus He makes the consequence of their actions clear to them, and He 
showsthem where they will end in their next life -- and Allah knows best. 



(4. So, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite (their) necks until you have fully 
defeated them, then tighten their bonds. Thereafter (is the time) either for generosity or 
ransom, until the war lays down its burden. Thus, and had Allah so willed, He could have taken 
vengeance against them;-but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another. But those 
who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost.) (5. He will guide them 
and amend their condition.) (6. And admit them to Paradise, which He has made known to 
them.) (7. O you who believe! If you support (in the cause of) Allah, He will support you, and 
make your foothold firm.) (8. But as for those who disbelieve, misery awaits them, and (Allah) 
will make their deeds vain.) (9. That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down; so 
He has made their deeds fruitless.) 

The Command to strike the Enemies' Necks, tighten Their Bonds, 
and then free Them either by an Act of Grace or for a Ransom 

Guiding the believers to what they should employ in their fights against the idolators, Allah 
says, 



(So, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite their necks) which means, 'when 
you fight against them, cut them down totally with your swords.' 



(until you have fully defeated them,) meaning, ' you have killed and utterly destroyed them. 



(tighten their bonds.) 'This is referring to the prisoners of war whom you have captured. Later 
on, after the war ends and the conflict has ceased, you have a choice in regard to the captives: 
You may either act graciously toward them by setting them free without charge, or free them 
for a ransom that you require from them.' It appears that this Ayah was revealed after the 
battle of Badr. At that time, Allah reproached the believers for sparing many of the enemy's 
soldiers, and holding too many captives in order to take ransom from them. So He said then: 



(It is not for a Prophet to have captives of war until he had made a great slaughter (among the 
enemies) in the land. You desire the commodities of this world, but Allah desires (for you) the 



Hereafter. Allah is Mighty and Wise. Were it not for a prior decree from Allah, a severe torment 
would have touched you for what you took.) (8:67-68) Allah's saying, 



(...until the war lays down its burden.) Mujahid said: "Until " Isa bin Maryam (peace be upon 
him) descends." It seems as if he derived this opinion from the Prophet's saying, 



» 



« 



(There will always be a group of my Ummah victorious upon the truth, until the last of them 
fight against Ad-Dajjal.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Jubayr bin Nufayr who reported from 
Salamah bin Nufayl that he went to the Messenger of Allah and said, "I have let my horse go, 
and thrown down my weapon, for the war has ended. There is no more fighting." Then the 
Prophet said to him, 

» 



« 

(Now the time of fighting has come. There will always be a group of my Ummah dominant over 
others. Allah will turn the hearts of some people away (from the truth), so they (that group) 
will fight against them, and Allah will bestow on them (war spoils) from them (the enemies) -- 
until Allah's command comes to pass while they are in that state. Verily, the center of the 
believers' abode is Ash-Sham. And goodness is tied around the horses' foreheads till the Day of 
Resurrection.) An-Nasa'i also recorded this narration. Allah then says, 



(Thus, and had Allah so willed, He could have taken vengeance against them;) which means 
that had He so willed, He could have taken immediate vengeance against the disbelievers with 
a chastisement or exemplary punishment directly from Him. 



(but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another.) meaning, He has ordered Jihad and 
fighting against the enemies in order to try you and test your affairs. Allah also expresses His 
wisdom by the legislation of Jihad in the following two Surahs, Al ' Iman and At-Tawbah, in 
which He says, 



(Or did you think that you would enter the Paradise before Allah had made evident those of you 
who fight in Hiscause and made evident those who are steadfast) (3:142) 



(Fight them; Allah will then punish them by your hands, disgrace them, grant you victory over 
them, satisfy the breasts of a believing people, and remove the fury of their (the believers') 
hearts. Allah turns in forgivenessto whom He wills; Allah is Knowing and Wise.) ( 9:14-15) 



Merit of the Martyrs 

9 nee it is customary during wars that many of the believers die, Allah says: 



(But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost.) which 
means that He would not let their good deeds go to waste, but would rather multiply and 
increase them. Some of them will continue being rewarded for their good deeds for the entire 
length of their stay in Al-Barzakh. This has been mentioned in a Hadith recorded by Imam 
Ahmad in his Musnad on the authority of Kathir bin Murrah, who reported from Qays Al- 
Judhami, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(As the first drop of his blood gushes forth, a martyr is granted six merits: all of his sins are 
forgiven, he is shown his place in Paradise, he is married to wide-eyed Huris, he is secured 
from the great fear (on Judgement Day) and the torment of the grave, and he is adorned with 
the adornments of Iman.) Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith. Abu Ad-Darda', may Allah 
be pleased with him, reported that Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(A martyr is allowed to intercede for seventy members of his household. ) This was recorded by 
Abu Dawud, and there are numerous other Hadiths mentioning the merits of the martyrs. As for 
Allah's saying, 



(He will guide them) meaning, He will guide them to Jannah. This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous good deeds, their Lord will guide them 
because of their Faith: beneath them rivers will flow in the Gardens of Pleasure.) (10:9) Allah 
says, 



(and amend their condition.) meaning, their situation and affairs. 



(And (He will) admit them to Paradise, which He has made known to them.) It means that He 
has acquainted them with Paradise and guided them to it. Mujahid said: "The people of 
Paradise will be guided to their houses and dwellings and whatever sections Allah has ordained 
for them in it. They will not make mistakes in this, nor will they ask anyone for directions to 
their dwellings -- as if they had dwelt in it from the time they were first created." Al-Bukhari 
recorded from Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(After the believers securely pass the Fire (on the Day of Judgement), they will be held back 
upon a bridge between Paradise and the Fire. There, they will have any acts of injustice that 
they committed against one another in the life of this world rectified. After they are 
completely purified and cleansed (from injustice), they will be admitted into Paradise. By the 
One in Whose Hand is my soul, each one of them will find his way to his dwelling in Paradise 
better than he found his way to his dwelling in the worldly life.) 



Support Allah's Cause, He will then support You 

Allah then says: 



(0 you who believe! If you support (the cause of) Allah, He will support you and make your 
foothold firm.) This is similar to His saying, 



(Indeed, Allah will surely support those who support Him (His cause).) (22:40) That is because 
the reward iscomparable to the type of deed that is performed. Thus, Allah says here, 



(and make your foothold firm.) Allah then says, 



(But as for those who disbelieve -- misery awaits them) This misery is the opposite of making 
firm the footholds of the believers who support the cause of Allah and His Messenger . It has 
been confirmed in a Hadith that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(Misery awaits the servant of the Dinar; misery awaits the servant of the Dirham; misery awaits 
the servant of velvet. Misery awaits him, and degeneracy; and if he is pricked by a thorn, may 
he not find anyone to pull it for him.) This means may Allah not cure him. Then Allah says, 



(and (Allah) will make their deeds vain.) meaning, He will nullify them and make them 
fruitless. Thus, Allah says, 



(That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down;) which means that they did not 
want or like what Allah revealed. 



(so He made their deeds fruitless.) 



(10. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what happened in the end to those 
before them Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (awaits) the disbelievers.) (11. 
That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe, whereas the disbelievers have no 
protector.) (12. Certainly Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous good deeds, into 
Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise); while those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat 
as cattle eat; but the Fire will be their abode.) (13. And how many a town mightier than your 
town that has driven you out We have destroyed, with none to help them!) 



Admonition and Fire for the Disbelievers; Paradise for Those Who 

have Taqwa 



Allah says, 



(Have they not traveled) meaning, those who associate partners with Allah and deny His 
Messenger . 



(through the land and seen what happened in the end to those before them Allah destroyed 
them completely,) which means that Allah punished them because of their denial and disbelief, 
and saved the believers from among them. That is why He says, 



(and a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers.) Then Allah says, 



(That is because Allah is the Protector of all those who believe, whereas the disbelievers have 
no protector.) After the battle of Uhud, Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb, the commander of the 
idolators at that time, inquired about the Prophet , Abu Bakr, and * Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with them. When he heard no response, he announced: "Verily, those three have died!" 
" Umar then responded to him: "You lie, enemy of Allah! Allah has indeed saved those who 
will displease you. Indeed, those whom you mentioned are all alive!" Abu Sufyan then said: 
"Well, today makes up for (the defeat on) the day of Badr, and the war has its ups and downs. 
And indeed, you are going to find mutilation (in the bodies of your dead) that I did not 
command, nor did I prohibit." Then he turned around chanting: "Glory to Hubal (their greatest 
idol), Glory to Hubal." Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(Aren't you going to respond to him) The Companions said: "What should we say, Messenger of 
Allah" He said: 



« : » 

(Say: "Allah is Most High and Most Glorious.") Then Abu Sufyan said: "We have Al-' Uzza (their 
second idol), and you have no ' Uzza. (honor)." Allah's Messenger said: 



« » 



(Aren't you all going to respond to him) They said: "What should we say, Messenger of Allah" 
He said: 



« : » 

(Say: "Allah is our Protector, and you have no protector.") Allah then says, 



(Verily, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous good deeds into Gardens through 
which rivers flow.) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection. 



(Whereas those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat as cattle eat. ) Which means that the 
disbelievers enjoy their worldly life and eat in it like animals, munching and gnawing (with 
greed). They have no concern other than that. Thus, it has been confirmed in the Sahih that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(A believer eats with one intestine, and a disbeliever eats with seven intestines.) Then Allah 
says, 



(but the Fire will be their abode.) meaning, on the Day of their Reckoning. Allah then says, 



(And how many a town mightier than your town that has driven you out) meaning, Makkah. 



(We have destroyed, with none to help them!) gThis is a great threat and severe warning to the 
people of Makkah because they rejected Allah's Messenger , who was the chief of the 
Messengers and the last of the Prophets. If Allah had destroyed the previous nations because of 
their denial of their Messengers, what then would those (people of Makkah) expect that Allah 
would do to them in the worldly life and the Hereafter And if the torment were to be lifted off 
some of them in this life by the blessing of the presence of the Messenger, the Prophet of 
Mercy, the torment will be stored for them in their next life, as Allah says, 



(Their torment will be doubled! They could not bear to hear (the preaching), and they used not 
to see (the truth).) (11:20) Concerning Allah's saying, 



(than Your town that has driven you out) This means, 'its people who have driven you 
(Muhammad ) out from amongst them (the people of Makkah).' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn 
' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that when Allah's Messenger left Makkah (at the time 
of Hijrah -- migration), and he reached the cave and hid inside it, he looked back toward 
Makkah and said, 



» 



« 

(You are the most beloved to Allah among Allah's lands, and you are also the most beloved to 
me among Allah's lands. Were it not that the idolators have driven me out from you, I would 
never have left you.) Ibn 'Abbas then said, "The worst of enemies is he who transgresses 
against Allah in His own sacred place, who kills a person who is not trying to kill him, or who 
kills because of Jahiliyyah vengeance. Allah then revealed to His Prophet , 



(And how many a town mightier than your town that has driven you out have We destroyed, 
with none to help them!)" 



(14. Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord, be like those for whom their evil 
deeds are beautified for them, while they follow their own lusts) (15. The description of 
Paradise which is promised to those who have Taqwa, (is that) in it are rivers of water that are 
not Asin, rivers of milk the taste of which never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who 
drink it, and rivers of refined honey; and therein for them are all kinds of fruits, and 
forgiveness from their Lord. Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in the Fire and 
are given to drink boiling water that severs their intestines) 



The Worshipper of the Truth and the Worshipper of Lust are not 

Equal 



Allah says: 



(Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord...) This means a person who is upon 
clear vision and certainty concerning Allah's commands and His religion, because of the 
guidance and knowledge that Allah has revealed in His Book, and because of the pure nature 
upon which Allah has created him. 



((Can he) be likened to those for whom their evil deeds are beautified for them, while they 
follow their own lusts) which means that they cannot be equal. This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(Can he who knows that what has been revealed unto you from your Lord is the truth be like 
him who is blind) (13:19) And, 



(Not equal are the people of the Fire and the people of Paradise. The People of Paradise will 
be the successful ones.) (59:20) 



Description of Paradise and Its Rivers 

Allah then says: 



(The description of Paradise which is promised for those who have Taqwa...) ' Ikrimah said, 



(The description of Paradise) "This means its description." 



(In it are rivers of water that are not Asin,) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al- 
Hasan, and Qatadah all said, "It does not change." Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, and * Ata' Al-Khurasani 
all said, "It is not foul-smelling." The Arabs say Asin if its (water) scent changes. 



(rivers of milk, the taste of which never changes,) which means that the milk is of utmost 
whiteness, sweetness, and richness. It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to the 
Prophet "Their milk did not come out of the udders of cattle." 



(rivers of wine delightful to those who drink it, ) hich means that the wine does not have a bad 
taste or foul smell like that of the worldly life. Rather, it is good in its appearance, taste, 
smell, and effect, as Allah says, 



(it (the wine) has no bad effects, nor does it cause intoxication.) (37:47) and, 



(From which (the wine) they will have no headache, nor will they be intoxicated.) (56:19) 



(white, delicious to the drinkers.)(37:46) It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to the 
Prophet , "Their wine was not pressed under men's feet." 



(and rivers of refined honey;) which means that the honey is of utmost purity and pleasant 
color, taste, and smell. It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to the Prophet , "Their 
honey did not come out of the bellies of bees." Imam Ahmad recorded from Hakim bin 
Mf awiyah who narrated from his father that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, there is in Paradise a lake of milk, a lake of water, a lake of honey, and a lake of wine. 
The rivers then gush out of them. At-Tirmidhi reported this narration in his section of the 
Description of Paradise, and he said, "Hasan Sahih. In the Sahih, it is recorded that Allah's 
Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(When you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-Firdaws, because it is the central and highest part of the 
Paradise, and from it gush the rivers of the Paradise and above it is the Throne of the Most 
Merciful. )Allah says, 



(...and therein for them are all kinds of fruits, ...) This similar to His saying, 



(They will call in it for every kind of fruit in peace and security.) (44:55) And His saying, 



(In them will be every kind of fruits in pairs.) (55:52) Allah says 



(. ..and forgiveness from their Lord.) meaning, in addition to all of the above. Allah says, 



(Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in the Fire) meaning, 'can those that We 
have described their position in the Paradise be like those who will abide eternally in the Fire' 
They are not equal, and nor are those who will be in the high ranks (in the Paradise) and those 
who will be in the lowest depths (Hell). 



(and are given to drink boiling water) meaning, extremely hot; so hot that it is unbearable. 



(that severs their intestines) meaning, that will cut their insides- both bowels and intestines. 
We seek refuge in Allah from that. 



(16. And among them are some who listen to you till when they go out from you, they say to 
those who have received knowledge: "What is it that he has said just now "Such are men whose 
hearts Allah has sealed because they followed their lusts.) (17. And as for those who accept 
guidance, He increases them in guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa.) (18. Do they then 
await except that the Hour should come upon them suddenly But already there have come 
(some of) its portents; and when it (actually) is on them, how can they benefit then by their 
reminder) (19. So know that La ilaha illallah and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the 
sin of) believing men and women. And Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of 
rest.) 



The Description of the Situation of the Hypocrites and the 
Command to maintain Tawhid and seek Forgiveness 

Allah describes the hypocrites' stupidity and limited understanding. They used to sit before 
Allah's Messenger and listen to his words without understanding anything. Then when they left 
from his presence, 



(they say to those who have received knowledge) from the Companions 



("What is it that he has said just now") meaning, at this moment. They did not understand what 
he said, nor did they care about it. Allah says, 



(Such are the men whose hearts Allah has sealed because they followed their lusts.) which 
meansthat they had neither sound understanding nor correct intentions. Allah then says, 



(And as for those who accept guidance, He increases them in guidance) which means that those 
who seek guidance, Allah facilitates it for them; He guides them to it, makes them firm on it, 
and gives them more of it. 



(and bestows on them their Taqwa. ) meaning, He inspires them to their righteous guidance. 
Allah then says, 



(Do they then await except that the Hour should come upon them suddenly) meaning, while 
they are unaware of it. 



(But already there have come (some of) its portents;) meaning, the signs of its approach. This 
is similar to Allah's saying, 



(This is a warner of the warners of old. The approaching Day has drawn near.) (53:56-57) And 
His saying, 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has split.) (54:1) And Hissaying, 



(The command of Allah is coming, so do not be impatient for it.) (16:1) And Hissaying, 



(The people's Day of Reckoning has approached while they turn away in heedlessness.) (21:1) 
Thus, the Messenger's advent is one of the signs of the Hour, because he is the Finality of the 
Messengers. With him, Allah has completed the religion and established the evidence against 
all people in a way that was never done by a previous Prophet. Allah's Messenger has most 
clearly informed about the signs and indications of the Hour, as we have discussed elsewhere. 



Al-Bukhari recorded from Sahl bin Sa' d, may Allah be pleased with him, that he saw Allah's 
Messenger bring his index and middle fingers together while he said, 

« » 

(I have been sent before the Hour as these two (fingers).) Allah continues, 



(and when it (actually) is on them, how can they benefit then by their reminder) meaning, how 
would remembering benefit the disbelievers when the Hour comes upon them This is similar to 
Allah's saying, 



(On that Day will the human being remember, but what would that remembrance avail him 
then) (89:23) And His saying, 



(They will say (in the Hereafter): "Now we believe in it!" But how could they claim belief from 
such a far place) (34:52) Allah then says, 



(So know that La ilaha illallah) This is a declaration that there is no true God except Allah. It is 
not something that is easy for him to command the people to have knowledge of. That is why 
Allah connected it with, 



(and ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and women.) In the Sahih, it is 
recorded that Allah's Messenger used to say, 

» 



« 

(0 Allah, forgive my sin, my ignorance, my immoderation in my affairs, and all that You know 
better about my (faults) than myself. Allah, forgive for me my joking, my seriousness, my 
unintended error, and my deliberate (mistakes) -- and I have done of all that.) It is also 
reported in the Sahih that he used to say at the end of the prayer, 

» 



« 

(0 Allah, forgive for me what I have previously done, what I may commit in future, what I have 
committed secretly, what I have committed openly, what I have done excessively, and all sins 
that You know better than me. You are my God. There is no (true) God except You.) It is also 
recorded in the Sahih that he used to say, 



» 



« 



(0 people! Repent to your Lord! Verily, I ask Allah for forgiveness and repent to Him more than 
seventy times every day.) Allah then says, 



(And Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of rest.) means, He knows how you 
behave during the day, and where you settle at night. This is similar to His saying, 



(It is He Who takes your souls by night and knows all that you do by day.)(6:60) And He says, 



(And there is no moving creature on earth but its provision is up to Allah, and He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposit (before birth and after death) -- all is in a clear register.) (11:6) 



(20. Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down (for us)" But now that a decisive 
Surah is sent down mentioning fighting, you can see those in whose hearts is disease (of 
hypocrisy) looking at you with the look of one who is about to faint for fear of death. But it was 
better for them.) (21. Obedience and good words. And when the matter is resolved, then if 
they had been true to Allah, it would have been better for them.) (22. So would you perhaps, if 
you turned away, spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of kinship) (23. Such are the 
ones whom Allah has cursed, so that He has made them deaf and blinded their vision.) 



The Situation of the True Believer and the Sick-Hearted when the 
Command for Jihad was revealed 

Allah mentions that the believers were hoping that Jihad would be legislated. But when Allah 
ordained it, many of the people turned back, as Allah says, 



(Have you not seen those who were told: "Restrain your hands (from fighting), establish the 
Salah, and give Zakah." But then when fighting was ordained for them, you find a party of them 
fearing the people as they fear Allah or more. They said: "Our Lord! Why have You decreed 
fighting upon us If only You have postponed us for a short period." Say: "The enjoyment of this 
world is little. The Hereafter is far better for him who had Taqwa of (Allah), and you will not 
be dealt with unjustly, even as much as a thin thread (inside a date's pit).")(4:77) Similarly, 
Allah says here, 



(Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down (for us)") means, a Surah containing an 
order to fight. Then He says, 



(But now that a decisive Surah is sent down mentioning fighting, you can see those in whose 
hearts is disease looking at you with the look of one who is about to faint for fear of death.) 
meaning, due to their fear, terror, and cowardice concerning meeting the enemies. Allah then 
encourages them by saying, 



(But it was better for them, obedience and good words.) which means that it would have been 
better for them to listen and obey in that present situation. 



(When the matter (of fighting) is resolved.) which means when the situation becomes serious 
and the time of fighting truly arrives. 



(if they had been true to Allah,) meaning, by making their intentions sincerely for Him. 



(it would have been better for them) Allah then says, 



(So would you perhaps, if you turned away) meaning, from Jihad and you withdrew from it. 



(spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of kinship) which means, would you then go 
back to your old practices of the time of ignorance: shedding blood and severing kinship ties 
Allah then says, 



(Such are the ones whom Allah has cursed, so He has made them deaf and blinded their vision.) 
This involves a general prohibition of spreading corruption on earth, and a specific prohibition 
of severing the ties of kinship. In fact, Allah has commanded the people to establish 
righteousness on earth, as well as to join the ties of kinship by treating the relatives well in 
speech, actions, and spending wealth in charity. Many authentic and sound Hadiths have been 
reported through numerous routes of transmission from Allah's Messenger in this regard. Al- 
Bukhari recorded from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah's Messenger 
said, 



» 



« : : 

(After Allah completed creating the creation, the womb stood up and pulled at the lower 
garment of the Most Merciful. He said, 'Stop that!' It replied, 'My stand here is the stand of one 
seeking refuge in you from severance of ties.' Allah said, 'Would it not please you that I join 
whoever joins you and sever whoever severs you' It replied, 'Yes indeed!' He said, 'You are 
granted that!') Abu Hurayrah then added, "Read if you wish: 



(So would you perhaps, if you turned away, spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of 
kinship)" Then Al-Bukhari recorded it with another wording which states that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Read if you wish: (So would you perhaps, if you turned away, spread corruption on earth, and 
sever your ties of kinship)) Muslim also recorded it. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Bakrah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah's Messenger said: 

» 



« 

(No sin deserves that Allah hasten its punishment in the worldly life, in addition to what He 
reserves in the Hereafter for those who commit it, more than injustice and severance of the 
ties of kinship.) This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi 
said, "This Hadith is Sahih." Imam Ahmad recorded from Thawban, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever likes for his life to be extended, and his provision increased, let him connect his ties 
of kinship.) Ahmad was alone in recording this narration, but it has a supporting narration in 
the Sahih. Imam Ahmad recorded from 'Abdullah bin 'Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, the womb is attached to the Throne. And connecting its ties does not mean dealing 
evenly (with the kinsfolk), but it rather means that if one's kinsfolk sever the ties, he connects 
them.) This Hadith was also recorded by Al-Bukhari. Ahmad also recorded from 'Abdullah bin 
' Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah's Messenger said, 

( ) » 



« 

(The womb will be placed on the Day of Resurrection, curved like a spinning wheel, speaking 
with an eloquent fluent tongue, calling to severing whoever had severed it, and joining 
whoever had joined it.) Imam Ahmad recorded from 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(The merciful ones will be granted mercy from the Most Merciful. Have mercy on those on 
earth -- the One above the heavens will then have mercy on you. And Ar-Rahim (the womb) is 
from Ar-Rahman, so whoever joins it, it joins him; and whoever severs it, it severs him.) Abu 
Dawud and At-Tirmidhi both recorded this Hadith and it has been reported with continuous 



chains of transmission. At-Trimidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." There are numerous other Hadiths in 
this regard. 



(24. Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks upon their hearts) (25. 
Verily, those who have turned back as disbelievers after guidance had become clear to them -- 
Shaytan has enticed them and filled them with false hopes.) (26. That is because they said to 
those who hate what Allah has sent down: "We will obey you in part of the matter." And Allah 
knows their secrets.) (27. Then how (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at death, 
striking their faces and their backs) (28. That is because they followed that which angered 
Allah and hated what earns His pleasure, so He rendered their deeds worthless.) 



The Command to reflect upon the Qur'an 

Commanding the people to reflect and ponder upon the Qur'an, and prohibiting them from 
turning away from it, Allah says, 



(Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks upon their hearts) means, there 
indeed are locks upon some hearts, firmly closing them so that none of its meanings can reach 
them. Ibn Jarir recorded from Hisham bin " Urwah, from his father, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that Allah's Messenger once recited this Ayah, 



(Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks upon their hearts) and a young 
man from Yemen said, "Indeed, there are locks upon them -- until Allah opens them totally or 
slightly." After that " Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, always liked that young man, and 
kept that to himself until he became in charge, upon which he utilized him (as a consultant). 



Condemning Apostasy 

Allah then says, 



(Verily, those who have turned back) meaning, they departed from the faith and returned to 
disbelief. 



(... after guidance had become clear to them -- Shaytan has enticed them) meaning he adorned 
and beautified that (apostasy) for them. 



(and filled them with false hopes.) meaning, he tempted them, and deceived them. 



(That is because they said to those who hate what Allah sent down: "We will obey your in part 
of the matter.") means, they plotted secretly with them and gave them evil advice -- as is the 
common practice of the hypocrites who declare the opposite of what they conceal. Because of 
this, Allah says, 



(And Allah knows their secrets. ) whatever they hide and conceal, Allah is well-acquainted with 
it and He knows it. This is similar to His saying, 



(...And Allah records all that they plot by night.) (4:81) Allah then says, 



(How (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at death, striking their faces and their 
backs) That is, how their situation will be when the angels come to take their lives, and their 
souls cling to their bodies, causing the angels to extract them by force, harshness, and beating. 
This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(If you could but see when the angels take away the lives of the disbelievers, striking their 
faces and their backs.) (8:50) And His saying, 



(If you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of death, while the angels extend 
their hands) (6:93). meaning, to beat them. 



((saying): "Deliver your souls! This day you will be recompensed with the torment of 
degradation because of what you used to utter against Allah other than the truth, and because 
you used to arrogantly reject His signs.") (6:93) Because of the above, Allah says, 



(That is because they pursued what angered Allah and disliked what earns His pleasure, so He 
rendered their deeds worthless.) 



(29. Or do those in whose hearts is a disease, think that Allah will not expose their ill-wills) 
(30. Had We so willed, We could have shown them clearly to you, so that you would know them 
by their marks; but you will know them by the tone of their speech! And Allah knows (all) your 
deeds.) (31. And We will surely, try you until We know those who strive among you and the 
patient, and We will put to a test all your affairs.) 



Exposing the Hidden Secret of the Hypocrites Allah says, 



(Or do those in whose hearts is disease think that Allah would never expose their ill-wills) 
meaning, do the hypocrites think that Allah will not expose their affair to His believing servant 
Yes indeed, He will expose their affair and manifest it so that those with insight will be able to 
understand it. In that regard, Allah revealed Surah Bara'ah (or At-Tawbah), in which He 
clarified the hypocrites' scandals, and pinpointed their practices that are indicative of their 
hypocrisy. Because of that, this Surah (Surah Bara'ah) is also called "The Exposer". Adghan isthe 
plural of Dighn, which means what the souls harbor of envy and hatred toward Islam and its 
people who support it. Allah then says, 



(Had We so willed, We could have shown them clearly to you, so that you would know them by 
their marks.) Allah is telling His Messenger , "Had We willed, Muhammad, We would have 
shown you the specific individuals who are hypocrites, so that you would plainly know them." 
However, Allah did not do that in regard to all of the hypocrites. He conceals His creation, lets 
their affairs run according to apparent purity, and leaves the inner secrets to the One Who is 
well aware of them. Allah then adds, 



(But you will know them by the tone of their speech!) which means, 'you will know them by 
their speech that reveals their intentions.' A person declares his association through the 
context and meaning of his words -- as the Commander of the faithful 'Uthman bin ' Affan, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Never would one conceal a secret but Allah will expose it 
by the look on his face and the uncontrolled words of his tongue." Allah then says, 



(And We will surely try you) meaning, 'We will surely test you with commands and 
prohibitions.' 



(until We know those who strive among you and the patient, and We will put to a test all your 
affairs.) There is absolutely no doubt that Allah's knowledge precedes the occurrence of all 
events. In this Ayah, "until We know" means ~ until We know of its occurrence.' This is why Ibn 
'Abbas said in regard to this and similar texts, "Except so that We may know, means, so that 
We may see." 



(32. Verily, those who disbelieve, and hinder from the path of Allah, and oppose the 
Messenger, after the guidance has been clearly shown to them, they will not harm Allah in the 
least, but He will make their deeds fruitless,) (33. you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the 
Messenger and invalidate not your deeds.) (34. Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed 
others from the path of Allah and then died as disbelievers -- never will Allah not forgive 



them.) (35. 3d do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are superior. Allah is with you and 
He will never deprive you of (the reward of) your deeds.) 



Nullifying the Disbelievers' Deeds and the Command to chase Them 

Allah then informs about those who disbelieve, obstruct others from the path of Allah, oppose 
the Messenger and contend with him, and revert from the faith after guidance has become 
clear to them. He indicates that those people can never harm Allah in the least, and rather 
they only harm themselves and become losers on the Day of Resurrection. He will nullify their 
deeds. Allah will not reward them even the weight of a mosquito (i.e., the smallest thing) for 
any good that they did before their apostasy, but would instead totally invalidate and destroy 
it. Their apostasy wipes away their good deeds entirely, just as the good deeds would normally 
wipe away the evil deeds. Imam Ahmad Ibn Nasr Al-Marwazi reported in Kitab As-Salah (the 
Book of Prayer) that Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "The Prophet's Companions used to think that no sin 
would harm a person who says ' La ilaha illallah,' just as no good deed would benefit a person 
who joins partners with Allah. So Allah revealed, 



(Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate your deeds.) This made them fear 
that some sins could nullify their deeds." It has also been reported from Ibn ' Umar, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that he said, "We, the Companions of Allah's Messenger , used to think 
that good deeds would all be accepted, until Allah revealed, 



(Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate your deeds. ) So we asked each 
other: 'What is it that can nullify our deeds' So we said, 'The major sins, great offenses that 
require admission into the Fire and immoral sins.' But then Allah revealed, 



(Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in worship, but He forgives except that 
to whom He wills.) (4:48) After this was revealed, we ceased saying that. We thereafter 
continued to fear for those who committed great sins and immoral sins and to have hope for 
those who did not." Then, Allah commands His believing servants to obey Him and His 
Messenger , which would result in their happiness in this worldly life and the Hereafter. He also 
prohibits them from apostasy, because that would result in the nullification of their deeds. 
Thus He says, 



(and do not invalidate your deeds.) meaning, by apostasy. Thus, Allah says after this, 



(Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed others from the path of Allah and then died as 
disbelievers-- never will Allah forgive them.) This is similar to His saying, 



(Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in worship, but He forgives except that 
to whom He wills.) (4:48) Allah then addresses His believing servants by saying, 



(So do not lose heart) meaning, do not be weak concerning the enemies. 



(and beg for peace) meaning, compromise, peace, and ending the fighting between you and 
the disbelievers while you are in a position of power, both in great numbers and preparations. 
Thus, Allah says, 



(So do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are superior.) meaning, in the condition of 
your superiority over your enemy. If, on the other hand, the disbelievers are considered more 
powerful and numerous than the Muslims, then the Imam (general commander) may decide to 
hold a treaty if he judges that it entails a benefit for the Muslims. This is like what Allah's 
Messenger did when the disbelievers obstructed him from entering Makkah and offered him 
treaty in which all fighting would stop between them for ten years. Consequently, he agreed to 
that. Allah then says: 



(And Allah is with you) Thiscontainsthe good news of victory and triumph over the enemies. 



(and He will never deprive you of (the reward of) your deeds.) meaning, Allah will never 
invalidate your deeds, nullify them, or deprive you of them, but rather He will give you your 
rewards complete, without any reduction." And Allah knows best. 



(36. This worldly life is only amusement and diversion. And if you believe and have Taqwa of 
Allah, He will grant you your rewards, and will not ask from you (to sacrifice all of) your 
possessions.) (37. If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you would withhold. And 
He will expose your (secret) ill-wills.) (38. Here you are now invited to spend in Allah's cause; 
but among you are those who withhold (stingily). And whoever acts stingily is but stingy toward 
himself. For Allah is indeed free of needs, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, He 
will replace you with other people; then they will not be like you.) 



Showing the Triviality of the Worldly Life and encouraging Spending 

Expressing the insignificance and worthlessnessof the worldly life, Allah says, 



(This worldly life is only amusement and diversion.) which means that such is its outcome, 
except for that which is done for the sake of Allah. Because of this, Allah says, 



(And if you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant you your rewards, and will not ask 
from you (to sacrifice all of) your possessions.) meaning, He is in no need of you, and asks you 
for nothing. He only ordained giving charity from your wealth so that you would help your 
needy brothers. The benefit of that would then come back to you, as well asthe rewards. Allah 
then says, 



(If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you would withhold.) meaning, if He 
pressures you much, you would become stingy. 



(And He will expose your (secret) ill--wills.) Qatadah said, "Allah knows that extracting wealth 
(i.e., money from people) brings about ill-wills. " Indeed, Qatadah has said the truth, because 
money is dear to the people, and they do not spend it except in things that are dearer to them 
than it. Allah then says, 



(Here you are now invited to spend in Allah's cause; but among you are those who withhold 
(stingily).) meaning, they refuse to spend. Allah continues, 



(And whoever acts stingily is but stingy toward himself.) meaning, he only reduces his own 
rewards, and the bad outcome of that will come back to him. 



(For Allah is indeed Al-Ghani) Allah is in need of nothing else, whereas everything is ever in 
need of Him. Thus, Allah says, 



(while you are the needy.) meaning, specifically of Him. The description of Allah as Al-Ghani 
(in no need) is a necessary description of Allah; on the other hand, the description of the 
creation as Faqr (needy) is a necessary description for them that they cannot avoid. Allah then 
says, 



(And if you turn away, ) which means, if you turn away from obeying Him and adhering to His 
Laws. 



(He will replace you with other people; then they will not be like you.) meaning, rather, they 
will be people who will listen to Him and obey His commands, kfhis concludes the Tafsir of 
Surat Al-Qital. And Allah isworthy of all praise and gratitude. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Fath 

(Chapter - 48) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

Imam Ahmad recorded from * Abdullah bin Mughaffal, who said that Allah's Messenger recited 
Surah Al-Fath on the (day) of the conquest of Makkah, riding on his she-camel. He recited it in 
a vibrating and pleasant tone. Mu' awiyah (a subnarrator) added: "Were I not afraid that the 
people would crowd around me, I would surely try to imitate and produce his recitation." Both 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith through Shu' bah. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Verily, We have given you a manifest victory.) (2. That Allah may forgive you your sins of 
the past and the future, and complete His favor on you, and guide you on the straight path,) 
(3. And that Allah may help you with strong help.) 



The Reason behind revealing Surat Al-Fath 

This honorable Surah was revealed after the Messenger of Allah returned from the area of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah, during the month of Dhul-Qa'dah, in the sixth year of Hijrah. This is when the 



idolators prevented him from reaching Al-Masjid Al-Haram to perform the ' Umrah he intended. 
They stopped the Prophet from reaching Makkah at that time, but then were prone to peace 
negotiations. A peace treaty was conducted stipulating that the Messenger would return this 
year and then come back for 'Umrah the following year. The Messenger agreed. However, 
some of the Companions disliked these terms, including " Umar bin Al-Khattab, as we will 
mention in detail, Allah willing, while explaining this Surah. After the Prophet slaughtered his 
sacrificial animals in the area where he was stopped and headed back to Al-Madinah, Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored revealed this Surah about what occurred between him and the 
idolators. Allah declared the Al-Hudaybiyyah peace treaty a manifest victory, because of the 
benefits peace would carry and the good results that did originate from it. 'Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud and other Companions said, "You consider the conquering of Makkah to be Al-Fath (the 
victory), while to us, Al-Fath is the treaty conducted at Al-H udaybiyyah." Jabir (bin 'Abdullah) 
said, "We only considered Al-Fath to be the day of H udaybiyyah!" Al-Bukhari recorded that Al- 
Bara' (bin ' Azib) said, "You consider Al-Fath to be the conquest of Makkah, which was indeed a 
victory. However, we consider Al-Fath to be the pledge of Ar-Ridwan on the Day of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah. Then, we were fourteen hundred with the Messenger of Allah . Al-Hudaybiyyah 
had a well, whose water we consumed, not leaving a drop of water in it. When the news of 
what happened reached the Messenger of Allah , he came towards us and sat on the edge of 
the well. Then he asked to be brought a bucket of water and used it for ablution. He next 
rinsed his mouth, invoked Allah and poured that water into the well. Soon after, that well 
provided us, as well as our animals, with sufficient water, in whatever amount of water we 
wished. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "We were with the Messenger of 
Allah on atrip, and I asked him about a matter three times, but he did not answer me. So I said 
to myself, 'May your mother lose you, son of Al-Khattab! You were stubborn in repeating 
your question three times to the Messenger of Allah ; each time he did not respond to you.' So I 
mounted my animal, my camel, and went ahead for fear that a part of the Qur'an might be 
revealed in my case. Suddenly, I heard a caller calling, ' ' Umar!' So, I went to the Messenger 
while fearing that part of the Qur'an was revealed about me. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Last night, a Surah was revealed to me that is dearer to me than this life and all that it 
contains: (Verily, We have given you a manifest victory. That Allah may forgive you your sins of 
the past and the future.)) Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith from 
several chains of narration through Malik, may Allah grant him His mercy. 'Ali bin Al-Madini 
commented, "This is a good chain of narration consisting of the scholars of Al-Madinah." Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "This Ayah was revealed to the Prophet , 



(That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the future,) on his return from Al- 
Hudaybiyyah. The Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(Tonight, an Ayah, that is dearer to me than all that the earth carries, was revealed to me.) 
The Prophet recited the Ayah to them. They said, ' Congratulations, Allah's Messenger! Allah 
the Exalted and Most Honored has stated what He will do with you. So what will He do with us' 
These Ayat were revealed to the Prophet , 



(That He may admit the believing men and the believing women to Gardens under which rivers 
flow. ..), until, 



(...a supreme success.)" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah said, "The Prophet used to pray until both his feet were swollen. He 
was asked, ' Has not Allah forgiven you all your sins of the past and of future' He said, 

« » 

(Should I not be a thankful servant)" The two collectors of the Sahihs collected this Hadith, as 
well as, the rest of the Group, except Abu Dawud. Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We have given you a manifest victory.) means, clear and apparent victory. This Ayah is 
about the treaty at Al-Hudaybiyyah, which resulted in great goodness, including people 
embracing Islam in large crowds and having the chance to meet each other openly. During that 
time, the believers preached to the idolators and thus beneficial knowledge and faith spread 
all around. Allah's statement, 



(That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the future, ) contains one of the special 
virtues of the Messenger , and no one else shares this honor with him. There is not an authentic 
Hadith that states that any person other than the Messenger earned forgiveness for all of his 
sins of the past and future on account of performing good deeds. This, indeed, is a great honor 
for the Messenger of Allah , who fulfilled the requirements of Allah's obedience, righteousness 
and straightness at a level never surpassed by a human being in past generations, nor will it 



ever be surpassed in the generations to come. Muhammad is the perfect human being and the 
leader and chief of all mankind in this life and the Hereafter. And since he was, and will always 
be, the most obedient of Allah's creation to Him and the most honoring of Allah's commands 
and prohibitions, he said when his she- camel insisted on kneeling down, 

« » 

(He Who stopped the elephant, has stopped her too.) The Prophet then declared, 



» 



« 



(By the Name of Him in Whose Hand my soul is, this day, if they ask me anything which will 
respect the ordinances of Allah, I will grant it to them.) And when the Messenger obeyed Allah 
and accepted the peace offer from the Quraysh, Allah the Exalted said to him, 



(Verily, We have given you a manifest victory. That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past 
and the future, and complete His favor on you,) in this life and the Hereafter, 



(and guide you on the straight path,) with the glorious legislation and the straight religion that 
He ordains on you, 



(And that Allah may help you with strong help.) due to your obedience of the orders of Allah, 
the Exalted and Most Honored; Allah will elevate your status and give you victory above your 
enemies. An authentic Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(No servant pardons but Allah grants him honor, and none humbles himself for Allah except 
that Allah the exalted and sublime raises him (in rank).) ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "You will 



never punish someone who disobeyed Allah with you better than obeying Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored with him." 



(4. He it is Who sent down As-Sakinah into the hearts of the believers, that they may grow 
more in faith along with their faith. And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the 
earth, and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.) (5. That He may admit the believing men and 
the believing women to Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein forever, and He may 
expiate from them their sins; and that is with Allah supreme success,) (6. And that He may 
punish the hypocrites men and women, and also the idolators men and women, who think evil 
thoughts about Allah, for them is a disgraceful torment. And the anger of Allah is upon them, 
and He has cursed them and prepared Hell for them and worst indeed is that destination.) (7. 
And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever Ail-Powerful, 
All -Wise.) 



Allah sent down the Sakinah into the Hearts of the Believers 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(He it is Who sent down As-Sakinah), meaning, tranquility. Qatadah commented, "Grace into 
the hearts of the believers", that is, the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, on the 
Day of Al-Hudaybiyyah. The companions were they, who accepted the call of Allah and His 
Messenger and obeyed the decisions of Allah and His Messenger . When their hearts felt content 
with acceptance and were at peace, Allah increased their faith, joining it to the faith they 
already had. Al-Bukhari, and other Imams, relied on this Ayah as proof that faith increases and 
decreases in the hearts. Allah the Exalted said next that had He willed, He would have inflicted 
defeat on the disbelievers, Allah says; 



(And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the earth) and had He willed to send only 
one angel to them, that angel would have brought destruction to all what they had. However, 
Allah the Exalted willed Jihad and fighting to be established for, and by, the believers for great 
wisdom, clear reasons and unequivocal evidences that He had in all this. This is why Allah the 
Great said next, 



(and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.) Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(That He may admit the believing men and the believing women to Gardens under which rivers 
flow to abide therein forever,) We mentioned the Hadith that Anas narrated in which the 
Companions said, "Congratulations, Allah's Messenger! This good news is for you, so what 
good news do we have" Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayah, 



(That He may admit the believing men and the believing women to Gardens under which rivers 
flow to abide therein forever,) meaning they will remain in Paradise forever, 



(and He may expiate from them their sins;) Allah will not punish them for their errors and 
mistakes. Rather, He will forgive, absolve and pardon them and cover the errors, grant mercy 
and appreciate, 



(and that iswith Allah supreme success.) Allah the Exalted said in a similar Ayah, 



(And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is 
successful.) (3:185) Allah said, 



(And that He may punish the hypocrites, men and women, and also the idolators, men and 
women, who think evil thoughts about Allah,) who question the wisdom in Allah's decisions and 
think that the Messenger and his Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, might be killed 
and exterminated. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(for them is a disgraceful torment. And the anger of Allah is upon them, and He has cursed 
them) He has cast them away from His mercy, 



(and prepared Hell for them -- and worst indeed is that destination.) Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored asserted His ability to take revenge from the enemies of Islam and all 
disbelievers and hypocrites, 



(And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, 
All -Wise.) 



(8. Verily, We have sent you as a witness, as a bearer of glad tidings, and as a warner.) (9. In 
order that you (O mankind) may believe in Allah and His Messenger and that you TV azziruh 
and Tuwaqqiruh, and Tusabbihuh Bukrah and Asila.) (10. Verily, those who give pledge to you, 
they are giving pledge to Allah. The Hand of Allah is over their hands. Then whosoever breaks 
his pledge, breaks it only to his own harm; and whosoever fulfills what he has the covenants he 
makes with Allah, He will bestow on him a great reward.) 



Qualities of the Messenger of Allah 

Allah the Exalted saysto His Prophet, Muhammad , 



(Verily, We have sent you as a witness,) of the creation, 



(as a bearer of glad tidings,) to the believers, 



(and as a warner.) to the disbelievers. We explained these meanings in the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Ahzab. Allah said, 



(In order that you may believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you Tu' azziruh) or you 
honor him, according to ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas and several others, 



(and Tuwaqqiruh), where Tawqir means, respect, honor and high regard, 



(and that you Tusabbihuh), glorify Allah's praises, 



(Bukrah and Asila), the early and late part of the day. 

The Pledge of Ar-Ridwan 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored honors, regards and praises His Messenger by saying, 



(Verily, those who give pledge to you, they are giving pledge to Allah.) Allah the Exalted and 
Most High said in another Ayah, 



(He who obeys the Messenger, has indeed obeyed Allah.) (4:80) Allah said, next, 



(The Hand of Allah is over their hands.) meaning, He is with them, hearing their statements 
and witnessing their stand, having full knowledge of them inwardly and outwardly. Therefore, 
Allah the Exalted was indeed taking the pledge from them through His Messenger , 



(Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties for which theirs 
shall be the Paradise. They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill and are killed. It is a promise in 
truth, binding on Him in the Tawrah and the Injil and the Qur'an. And who is truer to his 
covenant than Allah Then rejoice in the bargain you have concluded. That is the supreme 
success.) (9:1 11) Allah said, 



(...and whosoever fulfills what the covenants he makes with Allah, He will bestow on him a 
great reward.) a generous reward. The pledge mentioned here is the pledge of Ar-Ridwan 
which was pledged under a tree, a Samurah, in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah. The number of the 
Companions who gave their pledge to Allah's Messenger at that time was either 1 ,300, 1 ,400 or 
1,500. However, 1,400 isthe better choice. 



Hadiths about the Pledge at Al-Hudaybiyyah 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Jabir bin " Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "We 
numbered one thousand and four hundred on the day of Hudaybiyyah." Muslim also collected 
this Hadith. The Two Sahihs recorded that Jabir said; "We numbered one thousand and four 
hundred at that time. The Messenger placed his hand in the water and it started gushing forth 
from between his fingers until everyone had quenched their thirst." This is a short form of the 
story. Another narration of it mentioned that the Companions became thirsty on the day of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah and the Messenger of Allah gave them an arrow from his quiver. They took the 
arrow, placed it in the well of Al-Hudaybiyyah and the water gushed out until they all satisfied 
their thirst. Jabir was asked how many of them there were on that day and he said, "We were 
one thousand and four hundred. And had we been a hundred thousand, that water would still 
have been sufficient to satisfy us all." In another narration collected in the Two Sahihs, Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said that they were one thousand and five hundred at the time. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib was asked by Qatadah, "How many were present for the 
pledge of Ar-Ridwan" Sa' id said, "One thousand and five hundred." Qatadah posed, "Jabir bin 
'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them both, said that they were one thousand and four 
hundred." Sa' id said, "He forgot. He told me that they were one thousand and five hundred." 
However, Al-Bayhaqi commented, "This narration testifies that Jabir used to state that they 
were one thousand and five hundred, but later on remembered the true number and said that 
they were one thousand and four hundred." 



The Reason behind conducting the Pledge of Ar-Ridwan 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said in his book on Srah: "The Messenger of Allah beckoned 
' Umar bin Al-Khattab in order to send him to Makkah, so that he could inform the chiefs of 



Quraysh of the Prophet's intent (to perform ' Umrah at Makkah). ' Umar said, '0 Allah's 
Messenger! I fear the Quraysh for my being. There are no longer any chiefs from the tribe of 
Bani " Adi bin Ka' b remaining in Makkah who would protect me, in addition, the Quraysh know 
my enmity and harshness against them. However, I could tell you about a man who is mightier 
than I in Makkah: ' Uthman bin ' Affan. We should send him to Abu Sufyan and the chiefs of the 
Quraysh informing them that you did not come to fight them, but to visit this House and to 
honor its holiness.' 'Uthman left to Makkah. He met Aban bin Sa' id bin AI-'As upon entering 
Makkah or just before that. As a result, Aban took 'Uthman with him and extended his 
protection to him so he could deliver the message of Allah's Messenger . ' Uthman indeed went 
to Abu Sufyan and the chiefs of Quraysh and imparted the Prophet's message that he was sent 
with. When ' Uthman finished delivering the Prophet's message to them they said to him, ' If 
you wish, you can perform Tawaf around the House.' ' Uthman replied, ' I would not do that 
before the Messenger of Allah getsthe chance to perform Tawaf around it.' So the Quraysh kept 
'Uthman waiting in Makkah. However, the Messenger of Allah and the Muslims were told that 
'Uthman had been killed." Ibn Ishaq continued, "I was told by 'Abdullah bin Abu Bakr that 
when news of ' Uthman's death was conveyed to him, the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(We will not leave until we fight the people.)" Ibn Ishaq continued, "The Messenger of Allah 
called the Muslims to give a pledge of allegiance, resulting in the pledge of Ar-Ridwan being 
conducted under the tree. Later, people used to say that the Messenger of Allah took the 
pledge from them to die. However, Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, 'The Messenger of Allah did not 
ask us to give a pledge to die (or be victorious), but that we would not run away (from battle).' 
The Muslims gave their pledge and none among them held back from giving it, except Al-Jadd 
bin Qays from the tribe of Bani Salamah. Jabir used to say afterwards, ' By Allah, it is as if I am 
looking at him now next to the shoulder of his camel taking refuge behind it, so that the people 
did not see him.' Soon afterwards, news came to the Messenger of Allah that the story of 
' Uthman's death was not true." Al-Bukhari recorded that Nafi' said, "People said that 'Abdullah 
bin 'Umar embraced Islam before 'Umar, but this is not true. What happened is that on the 
Day of Hudaybiyyah, ' Umar sent ' Abdullah to bring his horse that he kept with a man from Al- 
Ansar, so he could use it to fight. The Messenger of Allah was then taking the pledge from the 
Muslims under the tree while 'Umar was unaware. So, 'Abdullah conducted his pledge and 
fetched the horse and brought it to 'Umar, who was wearing his armor in preparation for 
battle. ' Abdullah told ' Umar that the Messenger of Allah was accepting the pledge under the 
tree. ' Umar proceeded with 'Abdullah and gave his pledge to the Messenger of Allah . This is 
why some people thought that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar embraced Islam before ' Umar, may Allah 
be pleased with them both." Al-Bukhari also recorded Ibn ' Umar saying that, the people who 
were with the Messenger of Allah scattered under the shade of trees. Suddenly, the people 
gathered around the Prophet and 'Umar said, "0 'Abdullah! Investigate why the people are 
gathering around Allah's Messenger." Ibn ' Umar found the people giving their pledge. He gave 
his pledge, then went back and told ' Umar, who also went and gave his pledge. In a Hadith 
collected by Muslim, Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "On the day of Al -Hudaybiyyah, we were one 
thousand and four hundred. We gave the pledge of allegiance to the Prophet while ' Umar was 
holding the Prophet's hand under the tree, which was a Samurah (a kind of thorny tree). We 
gave the pledge to him not to run away (from battle). We did not give the pledge to die." 
Muslim recorded that Ma'qil bin Yasar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "On the day of the 
Tree, while the Prophet was taking the pledge from the people, I was holding a branch of that 
tree away from his head. We were fourteen hundred. We did not give him our pledge to die, 
but gave the pledge not to run from battle." However, Al-Bukhari recorded that Salamah bin Al- 
Akwa' , may Allah be pleased with him, said, "I gave the pledge to the Messenger of Allah under 
the tree." Yazid asked him, "0 Abu Maslamah, to what did you pledge at that time" Salamah 
said, "To die!" Al-Bukhari also collected a Hadith from Salamah bin Al-Akwa' that he said, "I 



gave my pledge to the Messenger of Allah on the day of Hudaybiyyah. I stood to the side and 
the Messenger said, 

« » 

(Why not give the pledge, OSalamah) and I said, ' I did.' He said, 

« » 

(Come and give pledge). I went close to him and gave him my pledge.'" Salamah was asked, 
"What was the pledge that you gave then, Salamah" Salamah said, "To die." Muslim collected 
this Hadith as well, while Al-Bukhari collected from " Abbad bin Tamim that the pledge they 
gave was to die. Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Salamah bin Al-Akwa' , may Allah be pleased with 
him said, "We went to Al- Hudaybiyyah with the Messenger of Allah , and we numbered fourteen 
hundred at that time. We reached the well and found around fifty sheep drinking from it, but 
its water was barely sufficient for them. The Messenger of Allah sat on its rim, invoked Allah 
and spat in the well and its water gushed out. We made our animals drink from it and also 
drank from it. Next, the Messenger of Allah called the people to give the pledge when he was 
under the tree, and I was among the first to give the pledge to him. The remaining people then 
started giving the pledge. When about half the people have given the pledge, the Messenger 
said to me, 



« » 

(Give me the pledge, Salamah!) I said, '0 Allah's Messenger! I have already pledged my 
pledge in the first group of people.' He said, 

« » 

(Do it again.) So I pledged my pledge again. He also saw that I was not wearing any armor and 
gave me some. He went on accepting the pledge from the people. When they were about to 
finish, he said, 



« » 

(Will you not give me your pledge, Salamah!) I said, ' Allah's Messenger! I have given you 
the pledge in the beginning and the middle. ' He said, 

« » 

(Do it again,) I gave him my pledge for a third time. The Messenger of Allah asked me, 



» 



« 



(Where is the armor that I gave you Salamah) I said, ' Allah's Messenger! ' Amir met me and 
I found that he did not have a shield, so I gave it to him.' The Messenger of Allah laughed and 
said to me, 



» 



« 



(You are just like the man of old times who said, ' Allah! Give me a dear person who is dearer 
to me than myself!') Then the idolators of Makkah sent a delegation asking for a peace treaty, 
and we agreed to make peace. I used to work for Talhah bin ' Ubaydullah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, by providing water for his horse. For taking care of it, Talhah gave me a portion of 
his food. I had left my family and wealth and migrated to Allah and His Messenger (so I was 
poor). After the people of Makkah and us conducted peace and were freely mingling with each 
other, I went by a tree, removed its thorny branches and rested under its shade. Four of the 
idolators of Makkah stood close to me and started mentioning the Messenger of Allah in an 
improper way and I hated being close to them. 3d, I moved under the shade of another tree. 
They hanged their weapons and rested under it. Meanwhile, a caller shouted these words from 
the bottom of the valley, * Emigrants! Ibn Zunaym was killed,' so I held my sword and went 
after the four idolators. They were asleep, so I took possession of their weapons and held them 
in my hand, saying, ' By He Who has honored the face of Muhammad , if any one of you raises 
his head, I will strike that which holds his eyes!' I brought them to the Messenger of Allah , 
while my uncle ' Amir brought another man, an idolator, whose name was Mikraz, and I and my 
uncle brought the men to the Messenger of Allah . The number of captured idolators swelled to 
seventy. The Messenger of Allah looked at them and said, 

« » 

(Let them go, for theirs will be the initiation of hostilities and its burden.) The Messenger of 
Allah forgave them and Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them in the midst of 
Makkah, after He had made you victors over them.) 48:24 " Muslim collected a narration that is 
the same or similar. The Two Sahihs recorded that Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said, "My father was 
among those who gave the pledge to the Messenger of Allah under the tree. He said, * In the 
following year, we went for Hajj and we could not find the tree.' Therefore, if you know where 
that tree is, then you have more knowledge!" Abu Bakr Al-Humaydi recorded that Jabir said, 



"When the Messenger of Allah called the people to the pledge, we found a man from our tribe 
whose name is Al-Jadd bin Qays, hiding under the shoulder of his camel." Muslim collected this 
Hadith. Al-Humaydi also recorded that ' Amr said that he heard Jabir say, "On the day of 
H udaybiyyah, we were one thousand and four hundred and the Messenger of Allah said to us, 

« » 

(Today, you are the best people on the earth.)" Jabir went on saying, "If I still had my sight, I 
would have shown you the tree." Sufyan commented that the Companions later on differed over 
the location of the tree of Al-Hudaybiyyah; the Two Sahihs collected this statement from him. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(None among those who gave the pledge under the tree shall enter Hellfire.) ' Abdullah bin 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(He who ascends Thaniyyah (i.e. a mountainous pass), the Thaniyyah of Al-Murar, will have as 
much of his sins relieved for him asthe sinsthat were relieved from the Children of Israel.) The 
first to ascend that hill were the horsemen of (the Ansar tribe of) Banu Al-Khazraj, then the 
Muslims followed suit. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(All of you will be forgiven, except the owner of the red camel.) We said to him, "Come, let the 
Messenger of Allah invoke Allah to forgive you," but he said, "By Allah! Finding my lost camel is 
dearer to me than having your companion invoke Allah to forgive me. " That man was only 
looking for his lost camel. Muslim collected this Hadith from Ubaydullah (from Jabir). Muslim 
also recorded that Abu Az-Zubayr heard Jabir say, "Umm Mubashshir told me that she heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, while he was with Hafsah, 



» 



« 



(Allah willing, none of the Companions of the tree, who gave the pledge under it, will ever 
enter Hellfire.) She said, 'No, Allah's Messenger.' The Prophet rebuked her but Hafsah said, 



(There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hel l))(1 9: 71 ) but the Prophet responded, 

: » 



« 

(Allah the Exalted said next, (Then We shall save those who had Taqwa and We shall leave the 
wrongdoers therein on their knees.))(19:71)" Muslim also narrated that Jabir said, "A slave of 
Hatib bin Abi Balta' ah came to the Messenger complaining against Hatib and saying, ' Allah's 
Messenger! Hatib shall surely enter Hell.' The Messenger of Allah replied, 

« » 

(You lie, he shall never enter the Fire; he participated in Badr and Al-Hudaybiyyah.) This is why 
Allah the Exalted said while praising these Companions, 



(Verily, those who give pledge to you, they are giving pledge to Allah. The Hand of Allah is over 
their hands. Then whosoever breaks his pledge, breaks it only to his own harm; and whosoever 
fulfills whatever covenant he has made with Allah, He will bestow on him a great reward.) 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said in another Ayah, 

JAWAD CHECK THIS AYAH 

(Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave the pledge to you under the tree, 
He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down tranquillity upon them, and He rewarded 
them with a near victory.) (48:18) 



(11. Those of the bedouins who lagged behind will say to you: "Our possessions and our families 
occupied us, so ask forgiveness for us." They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts. 
Say: "Who then has any power at all (to intervene) on your behalf with Allah, if He intends you 
hurt or intends you benefit Nay, but Allah is Aware of what you do.) (12. Nay, but you thought 
that the Messenger and the believers would never return to their families, and that was made 
fair seeming in your hearts, and you did think an evil thought and you became a Bura.") (13. 
And whosoever does not believe in Allah and His Messenger, then verily, We have prepared for 
the disbelievers a blazing Fire.) (14. And to Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and 
the earth. He forgives whom He wills, and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 



The Fabricated Excuse offered by Those Who lagged behind and did 
not participate in Al-H udaybiyyah; Allah's Warning for Them 

Allah informs His Messenger of the excuses that the bedouins who lagged behind would offer 
him, those bedouins who preferred to remain in their homes and possessions and did not join 
the Messenger of Allah . They offered an excuse for lagging behind, as that of being busy -- in 
their homes and with their wealth! They asked the Messenger of Allah to invoke Allah to forgive 
them, not because they had faith in the Prophet and his invocation, but to show off and 
pretend. This is why Allah the Exalted said about them, 



(They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts. Say: "Who then has any power at all (to 
intervene) on your behalf with Allah, if He intends you hurt or intends you benefit") Allah says, 
none can resist what Allah has decided in your case, all praise and honor belong to Him. Allah 
is the Knower of your secrets and what your hearts conceal, even if you pretend and choose to 
be hypocritical with us. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(Nay, but Allah is Ever All-Aware of what you do.) then He said, 



(Nay, but you thought that the Messenger and the believers would never return to their 
families,) 'for your lagging behind was not an excusable act or just a sin. Rather, your lagging 
behind was because of hypocrisy and because you thought that the Muslims would be killed to 
the extent of extermination, their lives would be extinguished and none of them will ever come 
back,' 



(and you did think an evil thought and you became a people Bur) going for destruction, 
according to 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others. Qatadah explained Bur to 
mean, corrupt and some said that it is a word used in the Arabic dialect of the area of Oman. 
Allah the Exalted then said, 



(And whosoever does not believe in Allah and His Messenger,) Allah states here that whoever 
does not purify his actions outwardly and inwardly for Allah's sake, then Allah the Exalted will 
punish him in the Blazing Fire, even if he pretends to show people that he follows the faith, 
contradicting his true creed. Allah the Exalted then states that He is the Only Authority, King 
and Owner Who has full control over the residents of the heavens and earth, 



(He forgives whom He wills, and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 
with those who repent, return and submit to Him with humiliation. 



(15. Those who lagged behind will say, when you set forth to take the spoils, "Allow us to 
follow you." They want to change Allah's Words. Say: "You shall not follow us; thus Allah has 
said beforehand." Then they will say: "Nay, you envy us." Nay, but they understand not except 
a little.) Allah characterizes the bedouins who lagged behind the Messenger of Allah during the 
* Umrah of Hudaybiyyah, saying that when the Prophet and his Companions later went on to 
conquer Khaybar, the bedouins asked them to take them along. They were hoping to collect 
war booty, having been absent when it was time to fight the enemy and enduring with patience 
therein. Allah the Exalted ordered His Messenger to refuse to give them permission to 
accompany him, being a punishment that is similar to their error. Allah has promised those who 
were present at Al- Hudaybiyyah to earn Khaybar'swar spoils alone, not shared in that with the 
bedouins who lagged behind. Therefore, the legislation that Allah gave in this regard was 
joined to the destiny that He decided, occurring just as He decided. Allah's statement, 



(They want to change Allah's Words), which refers to the promise that Allah gave those who 
were present at Al- Hudaybiyyah, according to the explanation reported from Mujahid, 
Qatadah, Juwaybir and which Ibn Jarir preferred. Allah said, 



(Say: "You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said beforehand.") 'when He promised the 
participants of Al- Hudaybiyyah before you asked to join them,' 



(Then they will say: "Nay, you envy us.") 'you do not want us to share the war spoils with you, 



(Nay, but they under- stand not except a little.) the truth is nothing close to what they 
claimed, but they understand not. 



(16. Say to the bedouins who lagged behind: "You shall be called to fight against a people given 
to great warfare, then you shall fight them, or they shall surrender. Then if you obey, Allah 
will give you a fair reward; but if you turn away as you did turn away before, He will punish 
you with a painful torment.") (17. No blame or sin isthere upon the blind, nor isthere sin upon 
the lame, nor isthere sin upon the sick. And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, He will 
admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flow; and whosoever turns back, He will punish him 
with a painful torment.) 



Allah conveys the News that there will be Many Cases of Jihad, and 
that Jihad distinguishes the Ranks of the Believers and exposes the 

Hypocrites 

Scholars of Tafsir differ over who the people mentioned here are. They are people experienced 
at warfare who will be called to fight. There are many opinions, first, they are the tribe of 
Hawazin, as Shu' bah narrated from Abu Bishr from Sa' id bin Jubayr, or ' Ikrimah, or both of 
them. Hushaym narrated this explanation from Abu Bishr, from both Sa' id bin Jubayr and 
' Ikrimah. Qatadah, as narrated from him in one version, held the same view. The second view 
is that these people are the tribe of Thaqif, according to Ad-Dahhak. The third view is that 
they are Banu Hanifah, according to Juwaybir and Az-Zuhri, as Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated 



from him. Similar was narrated from Sa' id bin Jubayr and ' Ikrimah. The fourth opinion is that 
they are the Persians, according to Al i bin Abi Talhah who reported that from 'Abdullah bin 
' Abbas. This is also the view of ' Ata', Mujahid, and ' Ikrimah. Ka' b Al-Ahbar said that they are 
the Romans, while Ibn Abi Layla, 'Ata, Al-Hasan and Qatadah -- in a different narration from 
him, said that they are the Persians and Romans. Mujahid also said that they are the idolators. 
In another narration Mujahid said, "They are men given to great warfare," and did not specify 
any particular people. This last explanation is the view preferred by Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Jarir. 
Allah's statement, 



(Then you shall fight them, or they shall surrender.) means, 'you are called to fight them in 
Jihad, through constant warfare, until you become victorious over them or they surrender. Or, 
they will embrace your religion without a fight, but with their full consent.' Allah the Exalted 
and Most Honored said next, 



(Then if you obey,) ' if you accept the call to Jihad and prepare for it and fulfill your duty in 
this regard,' 



(Allah will give you a fair reward; but if you turn away as you turned away before,) ' on the day 
of Al-Hudaybiyyah, when you were called to Jihad, yet lagged behind,' 



(He will punish you with a painful torment.) 



Acceptable Reasons for not joining Jihad 

Allah then mentionsthe legal reasonsthat allow one to be excused from joining the Jihad, such 
as blindness and being lame, and various illnesses that strike one and are remedied in few 
days. When one is ill, he is allowed to remain behind and will have a valid excuse to do so, 
until his illness ends. Allah the Exalted and Most honored then said, while ordaining joining the 
Jihad and obeying Allah and His Messenger , 



(And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, He will admit him to Gardens beneath which 
rivers flow; and whosoever turns back,) from joining the Jihad and busies himself in his 
livelihood, 



(He will punish him with a painful torment.) in this life with humiliation and in the Hereafter 
with the Fire. Allah the Exalted has the best knowledge. 



(18. Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave the pledge to you under the 
tree, He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down As-Sakinah upon them, and He 
rewarded them with a near victory. ) (19. And abundant spoils that they will capture. And Allah 
is Ever All-Mighty, All-Wise.) 



Good News to the Participants of the Ridwan Pledge of Allah's 
Pleasure and earning Spoils of War 

Allah declares that He is pleased with the believers who gave the pledge to the Messenger of 
Allah under the tree. We mentioned the number of these believers as being one thousand and 
four hundred and that the tree was a Samurah tree, located in the area of Hudaybiyyah. Al- 
Bukhari narrated from Tariq that ' Abdur-Rahman said, "I went on Hajj and passed by people 
praying and asked, 'What is this Masjid' They said, 'This is the tree where the Messenger of 
Allah took the pledge of Ar-Ridwan.' So, I went to Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib and told him. Sa' id 
said, * My father told me that he was among those who gave their pledge to the Messenger of 
Allah under the tree. My father said: The following year, when we went out, we forgot its place 
and could not agree which tree it was.' Sa' id said, 'The Companions of Muhammad forgot 
where the tree was, but you know where it is. Therefore, you have better knowledge than 
them!"' Allah said, 



(He knew what was in their hearts,) meaning, of truthfulness, trustworthiness, obedience and 
adherence, 



(and He sent down As-Sakinah), calmness and tranquillity, 



(upon them, and He rewarded them with a near victory.) in reference to the goodness that 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored caused to happened to the Companions on account of the 
peace treaty between them and their disbelieving enemies. Ever after that, the Companions 
gained abundant, general and continuous benefits and accomplishments, leading to the 
conquest of Khaybar and Makkah and then the various surrounding provinces and areas. They 
earned tremendous glory, triumphs and an elevated and honorable status in this life and in the 
Hereafter, just as Allah the Exalted said, 



(And abundant spoilsthat they will capture. And Allah is Ever All -Mighty, All-Wise.) 



(20. Allah has promised you abundant spoilsthat you will capture, and He has hastened for you 
this, and He has restrained the hands of men from you, that it may be a sign for the believers, 
and that He may guide you to the straight path.) (21. And other (victories) which are not yet 



within your power; indeed Allah encompasses them. And Allah is Ever Able to do all things.) 
(22. And if those who disbelieve fight against you, they certainly would have turned their 
backs; then they would have found neither a protector nor a helper.) (23. That has been the 
way of Allah already with those who passed away before. And you will not find any change in 
the way of Allah.) (24. And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from 
them in the midst of Makkah, after He had made you victors over them. And Allah sees what 
you do.) 



Good News of abundant Spoils of War 

Mujahid said that Allah's statement, 



(Allah has promised you abundant spoils that you will capture,) refers to the spoils that Muslims 
earned up until thistime, while, 



(and He has hastened for you this,) means, the conquest of Khaybar. Al-' Awfi reported that Ibn 
* Abbas said, 



(and He has hastened for you this,) means, "The peace treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah." Allah said, 



(and He has restrained the hands of men from you,) meaning, " no harm that your enemies had 
planned against you, both fighting and warfare, touched you. Allah also restrained the hands of 
men, whom you left behind close to your families and children, from harming them,' 



(that it may be a sign for the believers,) with which they take heed and understand. Verily, 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored shall help and protect the believers against all enemies, 
even though the believers are few in number. By doing so, the believers will come to know that 
Allah is truly the Knower of the consequences of all matters and that the best decisions are 
those which He prefers for His believing servants, even though these decisions might look 
unfavorable outwardly, 



(It may be that you dislike a thing that is good for you) (2:216). Allah said, 



(and that He may guide you to the straight path) on account of your obeying His commands and 
adhering by His orders by following the path of His Messenger , 



Good News of continuous Muslim Victories until the Day of 

Resurrection 

The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, 



(And other (victories) which are not yet within your power; indeed Allah encompasses them. 
And Allah is Ever Able to do all things.) Meaning, there are other war spoils and victories to 
come which are not within your grasp now. However, Allah will make them within your reach 
and indeed He compasses all these victories for your benefit. Surely, Allah the Exalted provides 
provisions and sustenance for His servants who have Taqwa, from resources they could never 
imagine. Scholars of Tafsir differ over the reference to other war spoils mentioned here. Al- 
* Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said that it refers to the conquest of Khaybar. This meaning is 
sound according to the Ayah, 



(and He has hastened for you this.) which refers to the treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah. This is view 
of Ad-Dahhak, Muhammad bin Ishaq and ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. Qatadah said that 
this part of the Ayah refers to the conquest of Makkah, and this opinion was preferred by Ibn 
Jarir. Ibn Abi Layla and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that it refers to victories over the Persians and 
the Romans, while Mujahid said that it refers to every victory and all spoils of war, until the 
Day of Resurrection. Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Ibn ' Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(And other (victories) which are not yet within your power; indeed Allah compasses them.), 
"They are the victoriesthat are continuing until thisday." 



Had Makkah's Disbelievers fought at Al-Hudaybiyyah, They would 

have retreated in Defeat 



Allah said, 



(And if those who disbelieve fight against you, they certainly would have turned their backs; 
then they would have found neither a protector nor a helper.) Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored delivers the glad tidings to His believing servants that had the idolators fought them, 
Allah would have given victory to His Messenger and His faithful servants. Then, the army of 
the disbelievers would have been defeated and would have deserted the battlefield and fled. 
They would not have found any helper or supporter, because they were fighting Allah, His 
Messenger and His Faithful Party. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(That has been the way of Allah already with those who passed away before. And you will not 
find any change in the way of Allah.) means this is the way Allah deals with His creation. 
Whenever faith and disbelief meet at any distinguishing juncture, Allah gives victory to faith 
over disbelief, raises high truth and destroys falsehood. For instance, Allah the Exalted helped 
His loyal faithful supporters during the battle of Badr and they defeated His idolator enemies, 
even though the Muslims were few in num- ber and lightly armed, while the idolators were 
large in number and heavily armed. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them in the midst of 
Makkah, after He had made you victors over them. And Allah is Ever the All-Seer of what you 
do.) Allah the Exalted reminds His faithful servants of His favor when He restrained the hands 
of the idolators, and thereby, no harm touched the Muslims from the idolators. Allah restrained 
the hands of the believers and they did not fight the idolaters near Al-Masjid Al-Haram. Rather, 
Allah saved both parties from battle and brought forth a peace treaty that produced good 
results for the believers, in addition to, earning them the good end in this life and the 
Hereafter. We stated a Hadith from Salamah bin Al-Akwa* in which he narrated that when the 
Muslims brought forth those seventy idolator prisoners, they tied and paraded them before the 
Messenger of Allah , who looked at them and said, 

« » 

(Release them, so that they earn the burden of starting hostilities and its infamy.) Thereafter, 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored sent down this Ayah about that incident, 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them...) Imam Ahmad 
recor- ded that Anas bin Malik said, "On the day of Hudaybiyyah, eighty armed men from 
Makkah went down the valley coming from Mount At-Tan' im to ambush the Messen- ger of 
Allah . The Messenger invoked Allah against them, and they were taken prisoners." * Affan 
added, "The Messenger pardoned them, and this Ayah was later on revealed, 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them in the midst of 
Makkah, after He had made you victors over them.)" Muslim, Abu Dawud in his Sunan and At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i, in the Tafsir section of their Sunan, collected this Hadith. 



(25. They are those who disbelieved and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram and detained 
the sacrificial animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice. Had there not been believing 
men and believing women whom you did not know, that you may kill and on whose account a 
sin would have been committed by you without (your) knowledge, that Allah might bring into 



His mercy whom He wills -- if they had been apart, We verily, would have punished with painful 
torment those of them who disbelieved. ) (26. When those who disbelieve had put in their 
hearts pride and haughtiness -- the pride and haughtiness of the time of ignorance, -- then 
Allah sent down His calmness and tranquillity upon His Messenger and upon the believers, and 
made them stick to the word of Taqwa; and they were well entitled to it and worthy of it. And 
Allah is the All-Knower of everything. ) 



Some of the Benefits gained from the Treaty at Al-Hudaybiyyah 

Allah the Exalted states that the Arab idolators from Quraysh and their allies who extended 
help to them against His Messenger , 



(They are those who disbelieved), they are indeed the disbelievers, 



(and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram) 'even though you are its people and more worthy 
of being responsible for it,' 



(and detained the sacrificial animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice.) they prevented, 
because of transgression and stubbornness, the sacrificial animals from being reached to the 
place where they would be slaughtered. There were seventy sacrificial camels designated for 
sacrifice, as we will mention, Allah willing. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(Had there not been believing men and believing women) " living among the Makkans hiding 
their faith for fearing for their safety from the pagans. Qherwise, We would have given you 
authority over the Makkans and you would have killed them to the brink of extermination. 
However, there were some faithful believers, men and women, living among them, about 
whom you had no knowledge of being believers and you might try to kill them.' Allah's 
statement, 



(whom you did not know, that you may kill them and on whose account a sin would have been 
committed by you) an evil and erroneous act, 



(without (your) knowledge, that Allah might bring into His mercy whom He wills) that Allah 
might delay the punishment of the pagans of Makkah to save the believers who lived among 
them, and so that many of the idolators might embrace Islam. Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 



(if they had been apart), if the disbelievers and the believers who were living among them had 
been apart, 



(We verily, would have punished with painful torment those of them who disbelieved) ' We 
would have given you dominance over the disbelievers and you would have inflicted 
tremendous slaughter on them.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and haughtiness -- the pride and 
haughtiness of the time of ignorance, ) when they refused to write (in the treaty document), 
' In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful,' and, 'These are the terms agreed 
on by Muhammad, Allah's Messenger,' 



(then Allah sent down His calmness and tranquillity upon His Messenger and upon the believers 
and made them stick to the word of Taqwa;) the word of Taqwa refers to sincerity, according 
to Mujahid. ' Ata' bin Abi Rabah commented, "None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, 
alone without partners. All the dominion belongs to Him and all praise is due to Him. He is Ever 
Able to do everything." Yunus bin Bukayr said that Ibn Ishaq narrated from Az-Zuhri, from 
' Urwah, from Al-Miswar, commenting on, 



(and made them stick to the word of Taqwa;) "" La ilaha illallah, alone without partners." 



The Hadithsthat tell the Story of Al-Hudaybiyyah and the Peace 

Treaty that followed 



Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy with him, recorded in his Sahih in " Book of Conditions' that 
Al-Miswar bin Makhramah and Marwan bin Al-Hakam, both narrated attesting to the 
truthfulness of the other, "Allah's Messenger set out at the time of Al-Hudaybiyyah with several 
hundred of his Companions. When he reached Dhul-Hulayfah, he had the sacrificial animals 
garlanded and marked and resumed the state of Ihram for 'Umrah. He then sent several men 
from the tribe of Khuza' ah to gather news for him and then he proceeded. When he arrived at 
a village called Al-Ashtat, his advance regiment came back and said, 'The Quraysh have 
gathered their forces against you, including Al-Ahabish tribes. They are intent on fighting you, 
stopping you, and preventing you.' The Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(Give me your opinion, O people! Do you think we should attack the families and offspring of 
those who seek to prevent us from reaching the House)" in another narration, the Prophet said, 



()» 



« 

(Do you think we should attack the families of those who helped the Quraysh If they come to 
defend against us, then Allah would have diminished the idolator forces. Or we leave them to 
grieve!)" In another narration, the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(If they remain where they have gathered, they do so in grief, fatigued and depressed. If they 
save their families, it would be a neck that Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has cut off. Or, 
should we head towards the House and if anyone prevents us from reaching it we would fight 
them) "Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "0, Allah's Messenger! You only intended 
to visit the House, not to kill anyone or start a war. Therefore, head towards the House and 
whoever stands in our way, then we will fight him." In another narration, Abu Bakr said, "Allah 



and His Messenger know that we only came to perform ' Umrah not to fight anyone. However, 
anyone who triesto prevent usfrom reaching the House, we will fight him." The Prophet said, 



« » 



(Go forth then.) In another narration, the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Go forth, in the Name of Allah, the Exalted.) "When they proceeded for a distance, the 
Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Khalid bin Al-Walid is leading the cavalry of Quraysh forming the front of the army, so take the 
path on the right.) By Allah, Khalid did not perceive the arrival of the Muslims until the dust 
arising from the march of the Muslim army reached him, then he turned back hurriedly to 
inform the Quraysh. The Prophet went on advancing until he reached the Thaniyyah (i. e., a 
mountainous way) through which he could reach them. The she-camel of the Prophet sat down. 
The people tried their best to cause her to rise, but it was in vain. 3d, they said, ' Al-Qaswa' 
has become stubborn! Al-Qaswa' has become stubborn!' The Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Al-Qaswa' has not become stubborn, for stubbornness is not her habit, but she was stopped by 
Him Who stopped the elephant.) Then he said, 

» 

« 

(By the Name of Him in Whose Hands is my soul, if they ask me anything which will respect the 
ordinances of Allah, the Exalted, I will grant it to them.) The Prophet then rebuked the she- 
camel and she got up. The Prophet changed his direction, until he dismounted at the farthest 
end of Al-Hudaybiyyah. There was a pit containing a little water which the people used in small 
amounts, and after a short time the people exhausted all its water and complained of thirst to 
Allah's Messenger . The Prophet took an arrow out of his quiver and ordered them to put the 
arrow in the pit. By Allah, the water started flowing and continued sprouting until all the 
people quenched their thirst and returned satisfied. While they were still in that state, Budayl 
bin Warqa' Al-Khuza' i came with some people from his tribe, Khuza' ah. They were the advisers 



of Allah's Messenger who would keep no secret from him and were from the people of Tihamah. 
Budayl said, ' I left (the tribes of) Ka' b bin Lu'ay and ' Amir bin Lu'ay residing at the abundant 
water of Al-Hudaybiyyah. They had milk camels with them, intending to wage war against you 
and prevent you from visiting the Ka' bah.' Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(We have not come to fight anyone, but to perform ' Umrah. No doubt, war has weakened 
Quraysh and they have suffered great losses. So if they wish, I will conclude a truce with them, 
during which they should refrain from interfering between me and others. If I have victory over 
those infidels, Quraysh will have the option to embrace Islam as the other people do, if they 
wish. They will at least get strong enough to fight. But if they do not accept the truce, by Allah 
in Whose Hands my life is, I will fight with them defending my cause until I get killed, but (I am 
sure) Allah will definitely make His cause victorious.) Budayl said, 'I will inform them of what 
you have said.' 3d, he set off until he reached Quraysh and said, ' We have come from that man 
whom we heard saying something which we will disclose to you, if you should like.' Same of the 
fools among the Quraysh shouted that they were not in need of this information, but the wiser 
among them said, ' Relate what you heard him saying.' Budayl said, ' I heard him saying such 
and such,' relating what the Prophet had told him. ' Urwah bin Mas' ud stood up and said, ' 
people! Aren't you the sons' They said, 'Yes.' He added, 'Am I not the father' They said, 'Yes.' 
He said, 'Do you mistrust me' They said, 'No.' He said, 'Don't you know that I invited the 
people of ' Ukaz for your help, and when they refused I brought my relatives and children and 
those who obeyed me' They said, 'Yes.' He said, 'Well, this man has offered you a reasonable 
proposal, it is better for you to accept it and allow me to meet him.' They said, ' You may meet 
him.' So, he went to the Prophet and started talking to him. The Prophet said the same to him 
as he had to Budayl bin Warqa. Then ' Urwah said, ' Muhammad! Won't you feel any qualms 
by exterminating your relations Have you ever heard of anyone among the Arabs annihilating 
his relatives before you On the other hand, if the reverse should happen, by Allah, I do not see 
dignified people here, but people from various tribes who would run away leaving you alone.' 
Hearing that, Abu Bakr verbally abused him and said, ' Go suck Al-Lat's womb! Are you saying 
we would run and leave the Prophet alone' ' Urwah said, ' Who is that man' They said, ' He is 
Abu Bakr.' ' Urwah said to Abu Bakr, ' By Him in Whose Hands my life is, were it not for the 
favor which you did to me and which I did not compensate, I would rebuke you.' ' Urwah kept 
on talking to the Prophet and seizing the Prophet's beard as he was talking, while Al-Mughirah 
bin Shu' bah was standing near the head of the Prophet , holding a sword and wearing a 
helmet. Whenever 'Urwah stretched his hand towards the beard of the Prophet , Al-Mughirah 



would hit his hand with the handle of the sword and say, ' Remove your hand from the beard of 
Allah's Messenger.' ' Urwah raised his head and asked, ' Who is that' The people said, ' He is Al- 
Mughirah bin Shu' bah.' ' Urwah said, ' treacherous (one)! Am I not doing my best to prevent 
evil consequences of your treachery' Before embracing Islam, Al-Mughirah was in the company 
of some people. He killed them, took their property and came (to Al-Madinah) to embrace 
Islam. The Prophet said to him, 



» 



« 



(As regards to your Islam, I accept it, but as for the property I do not take anything of it.) 
'Urwah then started looking at the Companions of the Prophet . By Allah, whenever Allah's 
Messenger spat, the spittle would fall in the hand of one of them, who would rub it on his face 
and skin. If he ordered them, they would carry his orders immediately, if he performed 
ablution, they would struggle to take the remaining water, and when they spoke to him, they 
would lower their voices and would not look at his face constantly out of respect. 'Urwah 
returned to his people and said, ' people! By Allah, I have been to the kings and to Caesar, 
Khosrau and An-Najashi. Yet, by Allah! I have never seen any of them respected by his 
courtiers, as much as, Muhammad is respected by his companions. By Allah, if he spat, the 
spittle would fall into the hand of one of them and he would rub it on his face and skin. If he 
ordered them, they would carry out his order immediately, if he performed ablution, they 
would struggle to take the remaining water, and when they spoke, they would lower their 
voices and would not look at his face constantly out of respect. No doubt, he has presented to 
you a good reasonable offer, so please accept it.' A man from the tribe of Bani Kinanah said, 
'Allow me to go to him,' and they allowed him. When he approached the Prophet and his 
Companions, Allah's Messenger said, 

» 

« 

(He is so-and-so who belongs to the tribe that respects the sacrificial camels. So, bring the 
sacrificial camels before him.) So, the sacrificial camels were brought before him and the 
people received him while they were reciting Talbiyah. When he saw that scene, he said, 
'Glorified is Allah! It is not fair to prevent these people from visiting the Ka'bah.' When he 
returned to his people, he said, ' I saw the sacrificial camels garlanded and marked. I do not 
think it is advisable to prevent them from visiting the Ka' bah.' Another person called Mikraz bin 
Hafs stood up and sought their permission to go to Muhammad , and they allowed him, too. 
When he approached the Muslims, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Here is Mikraz and he is a vicious man.) Mikraz started talking to the Prophet and as he was 
talking, Suhayl bin ' Amr came." Ma' mar said that Ayyub said to him that ' Ikrimah said, "When 
Suhayl bin 'Amr came, the Prophet said, 



« 



» 



(Now the matter has become easy for you.)" Ma' mar said that Az-Zuhri narrated, "When Suhayl 
bin 'Amr came, he said to the Prophet , 'Please conclude a peace treaty with us.' So, the 
Prophet called Al i bin Abi Talib and said to him, 



« 



» 



(Write: In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim.) Suhayl bin ' Amr said, ' As for Ar-Rahman, 
by Allah, I do not know what it means. So write: By Your Name, O Allah, as you used to write 
previously.' The Muslims said, ' By Allah, we will not write except: By the Name of Allah, Ar- 
Rahman, Ar-Rahim.' The Prophet said, 



« 



» 



(Write: "In Your Name Allah.") Then he dictated, 



« 



» 



(This is a peace treaty, which Muhammad, Allah's Messenger has concluded.) Suhayl said, ' By 
Allah, if we knew that you are Allah's Messenger, we would not prevent you from visiting the 
Ka'bah, and would not fight with you. So, write: Muhammad bin 'Abdullah.' The Prophet said 
to him, 



» 



« 



(By Allah! I am the Messenger of Allah even if your people do not believe me. Write: 
"Muhammad bin 'Abdullah.")" Az-Zuhri continued, "The Prophet accepted all those things, since 
he had already said that he would accept everything they would demand if it respects the 
ordinance of Allah, the Exalted." The Hadith continues, "The Prophet said to Suhayl, 



« 



» 



(On the condition that you allow us to visit the House so that we may perform Tawaf around 
it.) Suhayl said, ' By Allah, we will not, so as not to give the Arabs a chance to say that we have 
yielded to your pressure, but we will allow you next year.' So, the Prophet had that written. 
Then Suhayl said, 'We also stipulate that you should return to us whoever comes to you from 
us, even if he embraced your religion.' The Muslims protested, 'Glorified be Allah! How can a 
person be returned to the idolators after he has become a Muslim' While they were in this state 
Abu Jandal bin Suhayl bin 'Amr came from the valley of Makkah staggering with his chains and 
fell down among the Muslims. Suhayl said, ' Muhammad! This is the very first term with which 
we make peace with you, that is, you shall return Abu Jandal to me.' The Prophet said, 



« » 

(The peace treaty has not been written yet.) Suhayl said, 'Then by Allah, I will never conduct 
peace with you.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Release him to me,) and Suhayl responded, * I will never allow you to keep him.' The Prophet 
said, 



« » 

(Yes, do.) He said, ' I will not.' Mikraz said, 'We allow you (to keep him).' Abu Jandal said, '0, 
Muslims! Will I be returned to the idolators although I have come as a Muslim Don't you see how 
much I have suffered' Abu Jandal had been tortured severely for the cause of Allah, the Exalted 
and Most Honored. ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said, ' I went to the Prophet and said: Aren't you truly 
the Messenger of Allah' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes, indeed.) I said, ' Isn't our cause just and the cause of the enemy unjust' He said, 

« » 

(Yes.) I said, 'Then why should we be humble in our religion' He said, 

« » 

(I am Allah's Messenger and I do not disobey Him, and He will make me victorious.) I said, 
' Didn't you tell usthat we would go to the Ka' bah and perform Tawaf around it' He said, 

« » 

(Yes, but did I tell you that we would visit the Ka' bah this year) I said, ' No.' He said, 



« » 



(So you will visit it and perform Tawaf around it.) ' Umar further said, ' I went to Abu Bakr and 
said: Abu Bakr! Isn't he truly Allah's Prophet' He replied, 'Yes.' I said, ' Is not our cause just 
and the cause of our enemy unjust' He said, 'Yes.' I said, 'Then why should we be humble in 
our religion' He said, ' you man! Indeed, he is Allah's Messenger and he does not disobey his 
Lord, and He will make him victorious. Adhere to him for, by Allah, he is on the right path.' I 



said, 'Was he not telling us that we would go to the Ka' bah and perform Tawaf around it' He 
said, ' Yes, but did he tell you that you would go to the Ka' bah this year' I said, ' No.' He said, 
' You will go to the Ka' bah and perform Tawaf around it.' Az-Zuhri said, "" Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, " I performed many good deeds as expiation for the improper questions 

I asked them. When the writing of the peace treaty was concluded, Allah's Messenger said to 

his Companions, 

« » 

(Get up and slaughter your sacrifices and have your heads shaved.) By Allah none of them got 
up, and the Prophet repeated his order thrice. When none of them got up, he left them and 
went to Umm Salamah and told her of the people's attitudes towards him. Umm Salamah said, 
' Prophet of Allah! Do you want your order to be carried out Go out and don't say a word to 
anybody until you have slaughtered your sacrifice and call your barber to shave your head.' The 
Messenger of Allah went out and did not talk to anyone until he did what she suggested, 
slaughtered the sacrifice and shaved his head. Seeing that, the Companions got up, slaughtered 
their sacrifices, and started shaving the heads of one another. There was so much of a rush -- 
and sadness -- that there was a danger of killing each other. Then some believing women came 
and Allah the Exalted and most Honored revealed the following Ayat, 



(0 you who believe! When believing women come to you) (60:10), until, 



(Likewise hold not the disbelieving women as wives.) ' Umar then divorced two of his wives, 
who were disbelievers. Later on Mu' awiyah bin Abu Sufyan married one of them, and Safwan 
bin Umayyah married the other. When the Prophet returned to Al-Madinah, Abu Basir, a new 
Muslim convert from the Quraysh, came to him. The disbelievers sent two men in pursuit who 
said to the Prophet , 'Abide by the promise you gave us.' So, the Prophet handed him over to 
them. They took him out (of Al-Madinah) until they reached Dhul-Hulayfah where they 
dismounted to eat some dates they had with them. Abu Basir said to one of them, ' By Allah, 0, 
so-and-so, I see you have a fine sword.' The other drew it out (of its sheath) and said, " Yes, by 
Allah, it is very fine and I have tried it many times.' Abu Basir said, ' Let me have a look at it.' 
When the other gave the sword to Abu Basir, he struck him with it until he died. His companion 
ran away until he reached Al-Madinah, entering the Masjid running. When Allah's Messenger saw 
him he said, 



« » 

(This man appears to have been frightened.) When he reached the Prophet he said, 'My 
companion has been murdered, by Allah, and I would have been murdered too. ' Abu Basir 
came and said, '0 Allah's Messenger, by Allah! Allah has made you fulfill your obligations by 
returning me to them, but Allah the Exalted has saved me from them.' The Prophet said, 

« » 



(Woe to his mother! What an excellent war kindler he would be, if he only have supporters.) 
When Abu Basir heard this from the Prophet , he understood that he would return him to the 
idolators again, so he set off until he reached the seashore. Abu Jandal bin Suhayl also got 
himself released from the disbelievers and joined Abu Basir. Thereafter, whenever a man from 
Quraysh embraced Islam he would follow Abu Basir until they formed a strong group. By Allah, 
whenever they heard about a caravan of the Quraysh heading towards Ash-Sham (Greater 
Syria), they stopped it, attacked and killed the disbelievers and took their properties. The 
people of Quraysh sent a message to the Prophet requesting him for the sake of Allah and kith 
and kin to send for (Abu Basir and his companions) promising that whoever among them came 
to the Prophet , would be secure. So, the Prophet sent for them and Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored revealed the following Ayat, 



(And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and your hands from them in the midst of 
Makkah), until, 



(the pride and haughtiness of the time of ignorance, ) Their pride and haughtiness was that 
they did not confess that Muhammad was the Prophet of Allah, refused to write, x In the Name 
of Allah, Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim,' and prevented Muslims from visiting the Kabbah." This is the 
narration Al-Bukhari collected in the Book of Tafsir, " Umrat Al-Hudaybiyyah, Hajj, and so forth. 
Allah is the Only One sought for help, all reliance is on Him alone and there is no might or 
strength except from Allah, the Almighty, the All -Wise. Al-Bukhari narrated in the Book of 
Tafsir that Habib bin Abi Thabit said that he went to Abu Wa'il asking him about something and 
he said, "We were at Sffin, when a man said, ' Do you not see those who call to Allah's Book' 
' Ali bin Abi Talib said, ' Yes.' Sahl bin Hunayf said, ' Do not feel certain in the reliability of your 
own opinions! On the day of Hudaybiyyah, the day the treaty of peace was signed between the 
Prophet and idolators, had we found a chance to fight, we would have done so.' ' Umar came 
(to the Prophet ) and said, ' Are we not on the true cause and theirs is the false cause Are not 
our killed in Paradise and theirs in the Fire' He said, ' Yes.' ' Umar said, ' Why then should we be 
humble with regards to the cause of our religion Why should we go back before Allah decides in 
the matter between us (between Muslims and the idolators.)' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(0 son of Al-Khattab! I am Allah's Messenger and He will never abandon me. ) ' Umar left while 
feeling angry and soon went to Abu Bakr and said, " Abu Bakr! Are we not on the true cause 
and they are on falsehood' Abu Bakr said, ' son of Al-Khattab! He is Allah's Messenger and 
Allah will never abandon him.' Surat Al-Fath was later revealed."' Al-Bukhari collected this 
Hadith in several other parts of his Sahih, and so did Muslim and An-Nasa'i using various chains 
of narration from Abu Wa'il, Sufyan bin Salamah, from Sahl bin Hunayf. Some of these 
narrations read, "0 people! Accuse sheer opinion (of being imperfect)! On the day Abu Jandal 



came, I saw myself willing to reject the command of Allah's Messenger , had I had the chance." 
In yet another narration, "Surat Al-Fath was revealed and the Messenger of Allah called ' Umar 
bin Al-Khattab and recited it to him." Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, "Quraysh resorted 
to peace with the Prophet . Suhayl bin * Amr was among the idolatorsthen. The Prophet said to 
AM, 



« » 

(Write: "In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.") Suhayl said, 'We do not 
know the meaning of: In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim. However, write what we do 
know: In Your Name, Allah!' The Messenger said, 

« » 

(Write: "From Muhammad, Allah's Messenger,") and Suhayl said, ' If we knew that you are Allah's 
Messenger, we would have followed you. However, write your name and the name of your 
father.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Write: "From Muhammad son of 'Abdullah.") They set the terms with the Prophet that, 'If 
anyone comes from your side to us, we will not send him back to you. If anyone from among us 
came to you, you send him back to us.' ' Ali said, ' Allah's Messenger! Should I write this,' and 
the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes. Surely, those who revert from our side and go to them, then may Allah cast them away.) 
Muslim also collected this Hadith." Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, "When Al- 
Haruriyyah rebelled, they set a separate camp for their group. I said to them, ' On the day of 
Al-Hudaybiyyah, the Messenger of Allah agreed to conduct peace with the idolators. He said to 
'AM, 



» 



« 



(Write, 'AM: "These are the terms agreed to by Muhammad, Allah's Messenger.")' The 
idolators said, 'If we knew that you are Allah's Messenger, we would not have fought you.' 
Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(0 'AIM Base it. Allah! You know that I am Your Messenger. 'AIM Erase it and write 
instead: "These are the peace terms agreed to by Muhammad bin ' Abdullah.") By Allah, Allah's 
Messenger is better than * AM, and the Messenger erased his title. However, erasing his title did 
not mean that he was erased from being a Prophet. Have I given you sufficient proof in this.' 
They said, 'Yes.'" Abu Dawud also collected a similar narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, "On the day of Hudaybiyyah, the Messenger of Allah slaughtered 
seventy sacrificial camels, including a camel that belonged to Abu Jahl. When the camel was 
prevented from coming to the House, she cried just as she would cry when seeing her 
offspring." 



(27. Indeed Allah shall fulfill the true vision which He showed to His Messenger in very truth. 
Certainly, you shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram, if Allah wills, secure, (some) having your heads 
shaved, and (some) having your hair cut short, having no fear. He knew what you knew not, 
and He granted besides that a near victory. (28. He it is Who has sent His Messenger with 
guidance and the religion of truth, that He may make it superior to all religions. And All- 
Sufficient is Allah as a Witness.) 



Allah has indeed fulfilled the True Vision which He showed to His 

Prophet 

In a dream, the Messenger of Allah saw himself entering Makkah and performing Tawaf around 
the House. He told his Companions about this dream when he was still in Al-Madinah. When 
they went to Makkah in the year of Al- Hudaybiyyah, none of them doubted that the Prophet's 
vision would come true that year. When the treaty of peace was conducted and they had to 
return to Al-Madinah that year, being allowed to return to Makkah the next year, some of the 



Companions disliked what happened. ' Umar bin Al-Khattab asked about this, saying, "Haven't 
you told usthat we will go to the House and perform Tawaf around it" The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes. Have I told you that you will go to it this year) ' Umar said, "No." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Then you will go to it and perform Tawaf around it.) ' Umar received the same answer from 
Abu Bakr As-9ddiq, letter for letter. This is why Allah the Exalted and Most honored said, 



(Indeed Allah shall fulfill the true vision which He showed to His Messenger in very truth. 
Certainly, you shall enter Al-Masjid Al-Haram, if Allah wills,) and He willed that this matter 
shall certainly occur, 



(secure,) means, * upon your entering,' 



((some) having your heads shaved, and (some) having your hair cut short,) and some of them 
indeed had their head hair shaved, while some of them had their head hair shortened. The Two 
Sahihs recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Be merciful to those who have their head shaved.) The people said, "O Allah's 
Messenger! And (invoke Allah for) those who get their hair cut short." He said, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Be merciful to those who have their head shaved.) The people said, "O Allah's 
Messenger! And those who get their hair cut short." The Prophet said, 

« » 



(0 Allah! Be merciful to those who have their head shaved.) The people said, "0 Allah's 
Messenger! And those who get their hair cut short." The Prophet said (the third or the fourth 
time), 

« » 

(And to those who get their hair cut short.) Allah said, 



(having no fear), indicating that they will be safe and will have no fear when they enter 
Makkah. This occurred in the ' Umrah performed the following year, on the seventh year of 
Hijrah during the month of Dhul-Qa' dan. When the Messenger left from Al-Hudaybiyyah, during 
the month of Dhul-Qa' dah (the sixth year of Hijrah), he went back to Al-Madinah. He remained 
in Al-Madinah during the months of Dhul-Hij j ah and Al-Muharram. In Safar, he marched forth to 
Khaybar, and Allah opened that city for him, partly by force and partly by its people 
surrendering to him. Khaybar was a wealthy province that had abundant date trees and 
vegetation. The Prophet hired the (defeated) Jews of Khaybar to attend to a part of its green 
fields and divided the province among those who attended Al-Hudaybiyyah with him. No one 
else except those Companions took part in attacking Khaybar, except Ja'far bin Abi Talib, who 
came back with his companions from Ethiopia. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari and his people also 
attended that battle. None of them were absent except Abu Dujanah Srnak bin Kharashah, 
according to Ibn Zayd. This fact is well recorded in (the Books of) history. The Prophet then 
returned to Al-Madinah. When the month of Dhul-Qa' dah came, the seventh year of Hijrah, the 
Prophet went to Makkah for 'Umrah accompanied by those who were with him at Al- 
Hudaybiyyah. He resumed Ihram from Dhul-Hulayfah and took the sacrificial animals with him. 
It was said that the sacrificial animals were sixty. The Prophet and his Companions started 
reciting the Talbiyah aloud. When they came close to Marr Az-Zahran, he sent Muhammad bin 
Maslamah before him with the horses and weapons. When the idolators saw this advance 
regiment, they were overwhelmed with fear. They thought that the Messenger of Allah would 
attack them and that he had betrayed the treaty that he conducted with them, which 
stipulated cessation of hostilities for ten years. The idolators went quickly to Makkah to inform 
its people. When the Prophet made camp in the area of Marr Az-Zahran, where he was close 
enough to see the idols that were erected all around the Haram, he sent the weaponry, arrows, 
arrow cases and spears, to the valley of Ya' jaj. He next went on his way towards Makkah with 
the swords resting in their sheaths, just as he agreed to in the peace treaty. While the Prophet 
was still on the way to Makkah, the Quraysh sent Mikraz bin Hafs who said, "0 Muhammad! We 
never knew you to be one who betrays his promises." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Why do you say that) Mikraz said, "You are headed towards us with the weaponry, the arrows 
and the spears." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(I did not do that, I sent all that to the valley of Ya' jaj.) Mikraz said, "This is the way we knew 
you to be, trustworthy and keeping to your promises." The leaders of the disbelievers left 
Makkah so that they would not have to look at the Messenger of Allah and his Companions, out 



of rage and anger. As for the rest of the people of Makkah, men, women and children, they sat 
on the pathways and house roofs watching the Messenger of Allah and his Companions. The 
Messenger entered Makkah with his Companions while reciting the Talbiyah. The Prophet sent 
the sacrificial animals to Dhu Tuwa while riding his camel, Al-Qaswa', the same camel he was 
riding on the day of Hudaybiyyah. 'Abdullah bin Rawahah, from Al-Ansar, was holding the 
bridle of the Prophet's camel and repeating this poem, "In the Name of He, other than Whose 
religion there is no true religion, In the Name of He, Whom Muhammad is His Messenger, 
children of the disbelievers, stay out of his way, For today, we shall impose on you the 
fulfillment of its interpretation, Just as we fought with you to accept its revelation, Severe 
fighting that removes the heads from where they rest, And overwhelms the companion from 
attending to his companion, Ar-Rahman has sent down in His revelation, In pages that are being 
recited before His Messenger, That the best death is that which occurs in His cause, 3d, Lord, 
I believe in its statements." This story is collected from various narrations. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas said, "When Allah's Messenger and his Companions came to 
Makkah, the fever of Yathrib (Al-Madinah) had weakened and bothered them. The idolators 
circulated the news that a group of people were coming to them and that they had been 
weakened and bothered by the fever of Yathrib (Al-Madinah). The idolators sat in the area 
close to Al-Hijr. Allah conveyed to His Prophet what the idolators said, so he ordered his 
Companions to do Ramal in the first three rounds, so that the idolaters witness their strength. 
The Companions did Ramal the first three rounds. He also ordered them to walk normally 
between the two corners, for from there the idolators would not be able to see them. The 
Prophet did not order them to do Ramal in all the rounds of Tawaf out of pity for them. The 
idolators commented, 'Are these the people whom you claimed were weakened by the fever. 
They are stronger than so-and-so!"' The Two Sahihs also recorded this Hadith. In another 
narration, "Allah's Messenger and his Companions came (to Makkah) on the morning of the 
fourth day of Dhul-Qa'dah. The idolators circulated the news that a group of people was 
coming to them, who had been weakened by the fever of Yathrib (Al-Madinah). 3d, the Prophet 
ordered his Companions to do Ramal in the first three rounds of Tawaf. The Prophet did not 
order them to do Ramal in all the rounds of Tawaf out of pity for them." Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "In the year when the Prophet came as stipulated by the peace treaty, he 
said, 'Perform Ramal.' So that the idolators may witness their strength. At that time, the 
idolators were watching from the area of Qu'ayqi'an." Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah's Messenger 
performed Tawaf of the Ka' bah and the Sa' y at As-Safa and Al-Marwah to show his strength to 
the idolators." Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "Allah's Messenger set out 
for ' Umrah, but the Quraysh idolators prevented him from reaching the Ka'bah. So, he 
slaughtered his sacrifice, got his head shaved at Al-Hudaybiyyah, agreed to a formal pact with 
them that he would perform 'Umrah the following year, would not carry weapons against 
them, except swords and would not stay in Makkah, except for the period they allowed. The 
Prophet performed the 'Umrah in the following year and entered Makkah according to the 
treaty. And when he stayed for three days, the idolators ordered him to depart, and he 
departed." Allah's statement, 



(He knew what you knew not, and He granted besides that a near victory.) means, Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored knew the benefit and goodness of turning you away from Makkah and 
preventing you from entering it in the year of Al-Hudaybiyyah, He knew that which you had no 
knowledge of, 



(and He granted besides that) ' before entering Makkah as you were promised in the vision that 
the Prophet saw, He granted a close victory, i.e. the treaty of peace that you conducted 
between you and your idolator enemies.' 



The Good News that Muslims will conquer the Known World, and 

ultimately the Entire World 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, while delivering the glad tidings to the believers that 
the Messenger will triumph over his enemies and the rest of the people of the earth, 



(He it is Who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth,) with beneficial 
knowledge and righteous good deeds. Indeed, the Islamic SharT ah has two factors, knowledge 
and deeds. The true religious knowledge is by definition true, and the accepted Islamic acts 
are by definition accepted. Therefore, the news and creed that this religion conveys are true 
and its commandments are just, 



(that He may make it superior to all religi- ons.) all the religions of the people of the earth, 
Arabs and non-Arabs alike, whether having certain ideologies or being atheists or idolators. 



(And All-Sufficient is Allah as a Witness.) that Muhammad is His Messenger and that He will 
grant him victory. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has the best knowledge. 



(29. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are with him are severe against 
disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. You see them bowing falling down prostrate, 
seeking reward from Allah and acceptance. The mark of them is on their faces from the traces 
of prostration. This is their description in the Tawrah. But their description in the Injil is like a 
seed which sends forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and becomes thick and it stands straight 
on its stem, delighting the sowers, that He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah has 
promised those among them who believe and do righteous good deeds, forgiveness and a 
mighty reward.) 



Qualities of the Faithful Believers and Their Refinement 

Allah declares that without doubt, Muhammad is truly His Messenger, 



(Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.) and this quality includes every beautiful description. 
Allah praisesthe Companions of the Messenger , may Allah be pleased with them all, 



(And those who are with him are severe against disbelievers, merciful among themselves.) just 
as He, the Exalted and Most Honored, said in another Ayah, 



(Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they will love Him; humble towards the 
believers, stern towards the disbelievers.)(5:54) This is the description of the believers; harsh 
with the disbelievers, merciful and kind to the believers, angry without smiling before the 
disbelievers, smiling and beaming with pleasure before his believing brother. Allah the Exalted 
said in another Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you, and let them find 
harshness in you.) (9:123) The Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(The parable of the believers in their kindness and mercy for each other, is that of the body: 
when one of its organs falls ill, the rest of the body responds with fever and sleeplessness.) The 
Prophet also said, 

« » 

(A believer to another believer is like a building whose different parts enforce each other.) 
Then he clasped his hands with his fingers interlaced. Both of these Hadiths were collected in 
the Sahih. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(You see them bowing and falling down prostrate, seeking reward from Allah and acceptance.) 
Allah describes the believers as active in performing righteous deeds and in praying, which is 
the best action there is, all the while being sincere to Allah the Exalted and Most Honored in 
the prayer, awaiting His generous reward alone. Allah's best reward is Paradise that contains 
His bounties and favors, abundant provisions, as well as, earning His good pleasure that is 
greater than the former reward. Allah said, 



(But the greatest bliss is the acceptance by Allah) (9: 72) The statement of Allah the Exalted 
next, 



(The mark of them is on their faces from the traces of prostration.) refers to graceful 
appearance, according to Ibn ~ Abbas as reported from him by ' Ali bin Abi Talhah. Mujahid and 
several others explained: "It means, humbleness and reverence." Some said, "The righteous 
good deed brings light to the heart, brightness to the face, ampleness in provisions, and love in 
people's hearts." The Leader of the faithful, ' Uthman bin ' Affan said, "Everyone who hides a 
secret, then Allah the Exalted will either show on his face what he's done or by the words that 
accidentally slip from his mouth." Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said that 
the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, good conduct, graceful appearance and moderation are one part out of twenty-five 
parts of prophet hood.) Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. Therefore, since the Companions, 
may Allah be pleased with them all, had sincere intentions and righteous good deeds, all those 
who looked at them liked their appearance and conduct. Imam Malik said, "I was told that 
when the Christians saw the Companions, who conquered Ash-Sham, they commented, 'These 
people are, by Allah, better than the Disciples (of ' Isa) according to what has been conveyed 
to us.'" They indeed said the truth, for this Ummah was mentioned in an honorable way in 
previously revealed Scriptures. The best and most honored members of this Ummah are the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah . Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, praised them in 
previous Books and Revelations, and this is why He said here, 



(This istheir description in the Tawrah), then said, 



(But their description in the Injil is like a seed which sends forth its shoot (Shaf ah,)) its shoot 
or branch, 



(then makes it strong,) able to stand on its own, 



(and becomesthick), youthful and long, 



(and it stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers,) Such is the parable that describes 
the Companions of Allah's Messenger . They gave the Messenger aid, support and victory, just 
asthe shoot hardensthe plant, 



(that He may enrage the disbelievers with them. ) Relying on this Ayah, Imam Malik stated that 
the Rawafid are disbelievers because they hate the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them all. Malik said, "The Companions enrage them, and according to this Ayah, he who is 
enraged by the Companions is a disbeliever." Several scholars agreed with Malik's opinion, may 
Allah be pleased with them. There are numerous Hadiths mentioning the virtues of the 
Companions and prohibiting the criticism on their mistakes. It is sufficient that Allah the 
Exalted has praised them and declared that He is pleased with them. Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored said, 



(Allah has promised those among them who believe and do righteous deeds, forgiveness) for 
their sins, 



(and a mighty reward.) a generous reward and honorable provisions. Certainly, Allah's promise 
istrue and shall come to pass and will never be broken or changed. Surely, all those who follow 
the guidance of the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, will be similar to them. 
However, the Companions have the better virtue, the obvious lead and the perfection in 
character, on account of which none among this Ummah will be able to attain their level. May 
Allah be pleased with them and make them pleased. May He place them in the gardens of Al- 
Firdaws, and make it their abode, and He indeed has done all of that. In his Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Do not abuse my Companions, for by the One in Whose Hand is my soul! If one of you spends 
the amount of Uhud in gold, that amount will never reach the level of one of them spending a 



Mudd half of it.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Fath; all praise and thanks is due to 
Allah. 

Al-Hujurat 

(Chapter - 49) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in advance before Allah and His Messenger, and 
have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Hearing, Knowing.) (2. you who believe! Raise not your 
voices above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one 
another, lest your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive not.) (3. Verily, those who 
lower their voices in the presence of Allah's Messenger, they are the ones whose hearts Allah 
has tested for Taqwa. For them is forgiveness and a great reward.) 

The Prohibition of making a Decision in advance of Allah and His 
Messenger; ordering Respect towards the Prophet 

these Ayat, Allah the Exalted teaches His faithful servants the good manners they should 
observe with the Messenger , which are respect, honor and esteem. Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 



(0 you who believe! Make not (a decision) in advance before Allah and His Messenger,) 
meaning, do not rush in making decisions before him, rather, follow his lead in all matters. ' Ali 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented; 



(Make not (a decision) in advance before Allah and His Messenger,) "Do not say anything that 
contradict st he Qur'an and Sunnah." Qatadah commented, "We were told that some people used 
to say, 'Revelation should be sent down about such and such matters,' and, 'such and such 
practices should be rendered allowed.' Allah the Exalted disliked this attitude." Allah said, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah.) meaning, ' in what He has ordered you; 



(Verily, Allah is Hearing,) ' your statements,' 



(Knowing.) ' your intentions.' Allah said, 



(0 you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet,) This contains 
another kind of favorable behavior. Allah the Exalted is teaching the believers that they should 
not raise their voices above the voice of the Prophet . It was stated that this Ayah was revealed 
about Abu Bakr and ' Umar. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said, "The two righteous 
ones, Abu Bakr and ' Umar, almost earned destruction when they raised their voices before the 
Prophet who was receiving the delegation of Bani Tamim. One of them recommended Al-Aqra' 
bin Habisthe member of the Banu MujashT while the other recommended another man. NafT 
(a subnarrator) said: "I don't remember his name." Abu Bakr said to ' Umar, " You only wanted to 
contradict me,' while 'Umar said, 'I did not intend to contradict you.' Their voices then 
became loud, thereupon Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to 
him in talk as you speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds should be thwarted while you 
perceive not.)" 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, "After that, " Umar's voice was so low that the 
Messenger of Allah had to ask him to repeat what he said so that he could understand what he 
was saying to him." 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr did not mention the same regarding his father, 
Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him. Muslim did not collect this Hadith. In another 
narration collected by Al-Bukhari, he said that a delegation from the tribe of Banu Tamim came 
to the Prophet and that Abu Bakr recommended Al-Qa qa' bin Ma' bad to be appointed as their 
leader, while ' Umar recommended Al-Aqra' bin Habis. Muslim did not collect this narration. 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "The Prophet missed Thabit bin Qays and a man 
said, * Allah's Messenger! I will find out about his news.' That man went to Thabit and found 
him sitting at home with his head lowered and asked him, * What is the matter' Thabit said, " An 
evil matter!' And he said that he used to raise his voice above the voice of the Prophet . He 
feared that his good deeds would be useless and he would be among the people of the Fire. 
The man went back to the Prophet and conveyed Thabit's statement and returned to Thabit 
with a wonderfully good news. The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Go back to him and tell him this news; you are not among the people of the Fire. Rather, you 
are among the dwellers of Paradise.)" Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith with this wording. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "When this Ayah was revealed, 



(Oyou who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet), until, 



(while you perceive not), Thabit bin Qays bin Ash-Shammas, whose voice was loud, said, ' I was 
the one who raised his voice above the voice of Allah's Messenger . I am among the dwellers of 
the Fire. My good deeds have been done in vain.' He remained in his house feeling distressed, 



and the Messenger of Allah noticed his absence. 3d some men went to Thabit and said to him, 
'The Prophet noticed your absence. What is the matter with you' Thabit said, ~ I used to raise 
my voice above the voice of the Prophet and speak loudly in front of him. My deeds have been 
rendered useless and I am among the people of the Fire.' They went to the Prophet and told 
him what Thabit said and the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Nay, he is among the dwellers of Paradise.)" Anas commented, "We used to see Thabit walk 
among us knowing that he was (to be) among the dwellers of Paradise. During the battle of 
Yamamah, our forces suffered retreat. Suddenly, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas came, having 
put on his Hanut and shrouds, and said, 'The worst habit is the one you acquire from your 
enemy and do not set a bad example for your companions.' And he went on fighting until he 
was martyred, may Allah be pleased with him." Allah then prohibited speaking to the Prophet 
in a loud voice, just as one speaks loudly to another in a way that offends him. Instead, they 
were required to speak to him in terms of respect, honor and calmness. This is why Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one another,) just as He said in another 
Ayah, 



(Make not the calling of the Messenger among you as your calling one of another.) (24:63) 
Allah's statement, 



(lest your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive not.) means, 'We ordered you to 
refrain from raising your voices to the Prophet , so that he will not get angry with you, because 
in doing so, you will also anger Allah.' The good deeds of he who caused the Prophet's anger 
will become useless without him even knowing. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that states, 

» 



« 

(Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases Allah the Exalted, even though he does not 
recognize the significance of his word, and on its account Paradise is written for him. Verily, a 
man might utter a word carelessly that angers Allah the Exalted, and on its account, he is cast 
in the Fire farther than the distance between the heavens and earth.) Allah then ordains 
lowering one's voice before the Messenger and encourages, directs and recommends this better 
behavior. 



(Verily, those who lower their voices in the presence of Allah's Messenger, they are the ones 
whose hearts Allah has tested for Taqwa.) whose hearts have been purified by Allah and made 
as a residence and dwelling for the Taqwa, 



(For them is forgiveness and a great reward.) Imam Ahmad recorded in the Book of Az-Zuhd 
that Mujahid said, "Someone wrote to ' Umar, ' Leader of the faithful! Who is better, a man 
who does not feel the desire to commit a sin and does not commit it, or a man who feelsdesire 
to commit a sin, but does not commit it' ' Umar replied, ' He who feels desire to commit a sin, 
but does not commit it, 



(they are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested for Taqwa. For them is forgiveness and a great 
reward.)'" 



(4. Verily, those who call you from behind the dwellings, most of them have no sense.) (5. And 
if they had patience till you could come out to them, it would have been better for them. And 
Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) 



Admonishing Those Who call the Prophet from behind Dwellings 

Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed admonished those, such as the uncivilized bedouins, who 
used to call to the Prophet from behind the dwellings which belong to his wives, 



(most of them have no sense.) Allah the Exalted and Most Honored then ordains the better 
behavior in this regard, 



(And if they had patience till you could come out to them, it would have been better for 
them.) it would have earned them the better benefit of this life and the Hereafter. Allah, 
Worthy of all praise, then encourages them to turn to Him in repentance. 



(And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) It was reported that this Ayah was revealed about Al- 
Aqra' bin Habis At-Tamimi, may Allah be pleased with him, according to more than one source. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Aqra* bin Habis said that he called the Messenger of Allah from 
behind his dwellings, saying, "0 Muhammad! O Muhammad!" "0 Allah's Messenger!" according to 
another narration, but the Messenger did not answer him, Al-Aqra' said, "0 Allah's Messenger. 



Investigating the Reliability of the News conveyed by Wicked 

People 

Allah the Exalted ordered investigating the news that sinners and the wicked bring, to make 
sure of its authenticity. Otherwise, if the sinner's word is taken for granted and a decision is 
based on it, regardless of whether the information is true or not, the authorities will be taking 
the lead of the sinners. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored forbade taking the path of the 
corrupted and sinners. This is why groups of the scholars of Hadith refuse to accept narrations 
from narrators whose reliability is unknown, for they might be from among the wicked people, 
in reality. 



The Prophet's Decision is Better 



Allah said, 



(And know that among you there is the Messenger of Allah.) " know that among you is the 
Messenger of Allah . Therefore, honor and respect him, be polite with him and obey his orders. 
For he is more knowledgeable about what benefits you and is more concerned with you than 
you yourselves are. His opinions in such matters are more complete than your own.' Allah the 
Exalted and Most Blessed said in another Ayah, 



(The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves) (33:6). Then He clarifies that they fall 
short in overseeing their own benefit; 



(If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you would surely be in trouble.) x if he obeys all 
of your opinions and desires, you will earn trouble and hardship.' Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 



(And if the truth had been in accordance with their desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, 
and whosoever is therein would have been corrupted! Nay, We have brought them their 
reminder, but they turn away from their reminder.) (23:71) Allah's statement, 



(But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has beautified it in your hearts,) ' made faith dear 
to your souls and beautified it in your hearts.' Allah said, 



(and has made disbelief, Fusuq and x Isyan hateful to you.) 'He has made disbelief, sins, 
whether major or minor, and x Isyan -- all types of sins, hateful to you.' This statement 
transfers us from one level to a better level, to perfect Allah's bounty. Allah's statement next, 



(Such are they who are the rightly guided.) those who have these qualities are the rightly 
guided ones whom Allah has granted guidance and correctness. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Rifa" ah Az-Zuraqi said that his father said, "During the battle of Uhud, when the idolators 
retreated, the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Stay in straight lines so that I praise my Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored.) They stood 
behind him in lines and he said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Your is the praise. O Allah! There is none who can withhold what You send, or send 
what You withhold, or guide whom You send astray, or misguide whomever You guide, or give 
what You deprive, or deprive whom You give, or draw closer whom You cast or cast whom You 
draw closer. Allah! Bestow on us from Your blessings, mercy, grace and provisions. Allah! I 
ask You for the eternal delight that never ends or fades away. Allah! I ask You for provisions 
on the Day of deprivation and safety on the Day of fear. Allah! I seek refuge with You from 
the evil repercussions of what You have given us and from the evil of what You have deprived 
us of. Allah! Make faith dear to us and beatify it in our hearts and make disbelief, Fusuq and 
" Isyan hateful to us, and make us among the rightly guided. O Allah! Allow us to die as Muslims, 
live as Muslims and join us with the ranks of the righteous ones, without tasting humiliation or 
turmoil. Allah! Fight the disbelievers who deny Your Messengers and hinder others from Your 
path; send on them Your torment and punishment. Allah! Fight the disbelievers who were 
given the Scriptures, the True God.)" An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith in 'Amal Al-Yawm wal- 
Laylah. Allah said, 



((This is) a grace from Allah and His favor.) meaning, this favor that He has bestowed on you is 
a favor and a bounty from Him to you, 



(And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) All-Knower in those who deserve guidance and those who 
deserve misguidance, All-Wise in His statements, actions, legislation and the destiny He 
appoints. 



(9. And if two parties among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between them 
both. But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that 
which outrages till it complies with the command of Allah. Then if it complies, then make 
reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily, Allah loves those who are the 
equitable.) (10. The believers are but a brotherhood. 3d make reconciliation between your 
brothers, and have Taqwa of Allah that you may receive mercy.) 



Making Peace between Disputing Muslims 

Allah commands making peace between Muslims that fight each other, 



(And if two parties among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between them both.) 
Therefore, Allah calls both opposing groups among Muslims, believers, although they are 
fighting each other. Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this Hadith as evidence that 
committing a sin does not nullify faith, no matter how major the sin is. This creed contradicts 
the creed of the Khawarij sect and those who accepted their idea, such as the MuMazilah sect. 
Al-Bukhari narrated that Al-Hasan said that Abu Bakrah said that the Messenger of Allah gave a 
speech on the Minbar while Al-Hasan bin ' AM was with him. He was repeatedly looking at Al- 
Hasan and then at the people; then said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, this son of mine is a Sayyid (chief or master), and may Allah make peace between two 
great groups of Muslims through him.) What the Prophet said, occurred. Al-Hasan brought 
peace between the people of Ash-Sham and 'Iraq, after they fought tremendous wars and 
frightening battles. Allah's statement, 



(But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that which 
outrages till it complies with the command of Allah.) means, until the rebellious group refers 
to the commands of Allah and His Messenger for judgement and they listen to and obey the 
truth. There is a Hadith in the Sahih in which Anas states that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is oppressed.) "I asked, '0 Allah's 
Messenger! It is right that I help him if he is oppressed, but how should I help him if he is an 
oppressor' He said, 

« » 

(By preventing him from oppressing others; this is how you help him in this case.)" Sa' id bin 
Jubayr said that tribes of Aws and Khazraj once got in a scuffle using date tree branches and 
slippers. Allah revealed this honorable Ayah commanding them to make peace between them. 
As-Suddi said, "A man from Al-Ansar, whose name was ' Imran, had a wife called Umm Zayd. 
She wanted to visit her family, but her husband prevented her from visiting them by locking her 
in an upper room. So, none of her family could visit or see her. She sent someone to her family. 
They came, took her down from the room and wanted to take her away. Her husband was 
absent at the time, so his family called on their people. Their cousins came to help prevent the 
wife from going with her family. A push and shove situation occurred that led to them fighting 
using slippers. This Ayah was then revealed in their case, and the Messenger of Allah sent 
someone to bring peace between them, and they both agreed to resort to the decision of Allah 
the Exalted." The statement of Allah the Exalted, next, 



(Then if it complies, then make reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily, 
Allah loves those who are the equitable.) means, be fair in your judgement regarding the 
dispute that occurred between them, 



(Verily, Allah loves those who are the equitable.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded, that 'Abdullah bin 
x Amr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, those who are equitable in this life, will be on podiums made of pearls before Ar- 
Rahman, the Exalted and Most Honored, on account of their fairness in this life.) An-Nasa'i 
collected this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(The believers are but a brotherhood.) means, all of them are brothers in Islam. The Messenger 
of Allah said, 



« » 

(The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim, he is not unjust with him nor does he forsake him.) In 
the Sahih, 



» 

« 

(Allah helps the servant as long as the servant helps his brother.) Also in the Sahih: 

: » 

« 

(If the Muslim invokes Allah for the benefit of his absent brother, the angel says afterwards, 
"Amin, and for you the same.") There are many Hadiths with this meaning, such as, in the 
Sahih, 



» 



« 



(The parable of the believers in relation to the kindness, mercy and compassion they have for 
each other, is that of the body: when an organ of it falls ill, the rest of the body responds with 
fever and sleeplessness.) And also in Sahih. 

« » 

(A believer to another believer is like a building whose different parts enforce each other.) The 
Prophet then clasped his hands with the fingers interlaced. Allah's statement, 



(So make reconciliation between your brothers, ) refers to the two groups that fight each 
other, 



(and have Taqwa of Allah) in all of your affairs, 



(that you may receive mercy.) and this is a promise from Allah that He will grant mercy to 
those who fear and obey Him. 



(11.0 you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be that the latter are 
better than the former. Nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter 
are better than the former. Nor defame yourselves, nor insult one another by nicknames. Evil is 
the name of wickedness after faith. And whosoever does not repent, then such are indeed 
wrongdoers.) 



The Prohibition of mocking and ridiculing One Another 



Allah the Exalted forbids scoffing at people, which implies humiliating and belittling them. In 
the Sahih, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Arrogance is refusing the truth and belittling people.) And in another Version 

« » 

(And despising people) It is forbidden to scoff at and belittle people, for the injured party 
could be more honored and dearer to Allah the Exalted than those who ridicule and belittle 
them. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(Oyou who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be that the latter are better 
than the former. Nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter are 
better than the former.) thus, stating this prohibition for men and then women. The statement 
of Allah the Exalted, 



(Nor defame yourselves,) forbids defaming each other. He among men who is a slanderer, and a 
backbiter, is cursed and condemned as Allah states 



(Woe to every Humazah, Lumazah) (104:1) Hamz is defamation by action, while Lamz is by 
words. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(Hammaz (defaming), going about with slander.) (68:11) meaning, he belittles and defames 
people, transgressing and spreading slander among them, which is the Lamz that uses words as 
its tool. Allah's statement here, 



(Nor defame yourselves,) just as He said in another Ayah, 



(Nor kill yourselves) (4:29), meaning, nor kill one another. 'Abdullah bin " Abbas, Mujahid, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Muqatil bin Hayyan said that the Ayah, 



(Nor defame yourselves,) means, none of you should defame each other,' while, 



(nor insult one another by nicknames.) means, 'you should not address people by nick names 
that people dislike.' Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Jabirah bin Ad-Dahhak said, "This Ayah was 
revealed about us, Banu Sal amah; 



(nor insult one another by nicknames.) When the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al-Madinah, 
every man among us had two or three nicknames. When the Prophet called a man by one of 
these nicknames, people would say, ' Allah's Messenger! He hates that nickname.' Then this 
Ayah, 



(nor insult one another by nicknames.) was revealed." Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. 
The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, 



(Evil is the name of wickedness after faith), means, the names and descriptions of wickedness 
are evil; meaning, Mo use the nicknames that were used by the people of Jahiliyyah, after you 
embraced Islam and understood it,' 



(And whosoever does not repent,) means, from this sin, 



(then such are indeed wrongdoers.) 



(12. you who believe! Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicion is sin. And spy not, 
neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother You 
would hate it. And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts 
repentance, Most Merciful.) 



The Prohibition of Unfounded Suspicion 

Allah the Exalted forbids His faithful servants from being suspicious, which includes having 
doubts and suspicions about the conduct of one's family, relatives and other people in general. 
Therefore, Muslims are to avoid suspicion without foundation. The Leader of the faithful ' Umar 
bin Al-Khattab said, "Never think ill of the word that comes out of your believing brother's 
mouth, as long as you can find a good excuse for it." Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(Beware of suspicion, for suspicion isthe worst of false tales; do not spy on one another; do not 
look for other's faults; do not be jealous of one another; do not envy one another; do not hate 
one another; and do not desert (shun) one another. And Allah's servants! Be brothers!) The 
Two Sahihsand Abu Dawud recorded this Hadit h. Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Do not shun each other; do not ignore one another; do not hate one another, and do not envy 
one another, and be brothers, servants of Allah. No Muslim is allowed to shun his brother for 
more than three days.) Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, who considered it Sahih. 
Allah said, 



(And spy not), on each other. Tajassus, usually harbors ill intentions, and the spy is called a 
Jasus. As for Tahassus (inquiring) it is usually done for a good reason. Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored said that Prophet Ya'qub said, 



("0 my sons! Go you and inquire (Tahassasu) about Yusuf and his brother, and never give up 
hope of Allah's mercy.") (12:87) Both of these terms, 'Tajassus' and 'Tahassus' could have evil 
connotations. In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Neither commit Tajassus nor Tahassus nor hate each other nor commit Tadabur. And be 
brothers, servants of Allah.) Al-Awza' i said, "Tajassus means, to search for something, while 
Tahassus means, listening to people when they are talking without their permission, or 
eavesdropping at their doors. Tadabur refers to shunning each other. " Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
this statement. Allah the Exalted said about backbiting; 



(neither backbite one another), thus prohibiting it, which was explained in a Hadith collected 
by Abu Dawud that Abu Hurayrah said, "It was asked, ' Allah's Messenger! What is backbiting' 
He said, 



« » 



(Mentioning about your brother in a manner that he dislikes.) He was asked, 'What if my 
brother was as I mentioned' He said, 



» 



« 



(If he was as you mentioned, you will have committed backbiting. But if he was not as you say 
about him, you will have falsely accused him.)" At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said 
"Hasan Sahih." Backbiting was sternly warned against, and this is why Allah the Exalted and 
Most Blessed compared it to eating the flesh of a dead human being, 



(Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother You would hate it.) Just as you hate 
eating the flesh of a dead person, on account of your nature; so hate backbiting, on account of 
your religion. The latter carries a punishment that is worse than the former. This Ayah seeks to 
discourage people from backbiting and warns against it. The Prophet used these words to 
discourage taking back a gift that one givesto someone, 

« » 

(He isjust like the dog that eats its vomit.) after saying, 

« » 

(Ours is not an evil parable.) Using various chains of narration, the Sahihs and Musnads record 
that the Prophet said during the Farewell Hajj: 

» 



« 

(Verily, your blood, wealth and honor are as sacred among you as the sanctity of this day of 
yours, in this month of yours, in this town of yours.) Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(All of the Muslim is sacred to the Muslim, his wealth, honor and his blood. It is evil enough for 
someone to belittle his Muslim brother.) At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan 
Gharib." Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la recorded that a cousin of Abu Hurayrah said, "Ma' iz came to the 
Messenger of Allah and said, '0 Allah's Messenger! I have committed adultery,' and the 
Messenger turned away from him until Ma' iz repeated his statement four times. The fifth time, 
the Prophet asked him, 

« » 

(Have you committed adultery ) MaO iz said, Yes. The Prophet asked, 

« » 

(Do you know what adultery means) Ma' iz said, 'Yes. I have illegally done with her what a 
husband legally does with his wife. 'The Prophet said, 

« » 

(What do you seek to accomplish by this statement) Ma' iz said, ' I intend that you purify me.' 
The Prophet asked, 

» 

« 

(Have you gone into her just as the stick goes into the kohl container and the rope goes into 
the well) Ma' iz said, 'Yes, Allah's Messenger!' The Prophet commanded that Ma' iz be stoned 
to death and his order was carried out. The Prophet heard two men saying to one another, 
' Have you not seen the man who had Allah cover his secret, but his heart could not let him rest 
until he was stoned to death, just as the dog is stoned' The Prophet continued on and when he 
passed by the corpse of a donkey, he asked, 

» 

« 



(Where are so-and-so Dismount and eat from this donkey.) They said, " May Allah forgive you, 
Allah's Messenger! Would anyone eat this meat' The Prophet said; 



» 



« 



(The backbiting you committed against your brother is worse as a meal than this meal. By He in 
Whose Hand is my soul! He is now swimming in the rivers of Paradise.)" This Hadith has an 
authentic chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said, "We were 
with the Messenger of Allah when a rotten odor was carried by the wind. The Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Do you know what this odor is It is the odor of those who backbite people. 



Accepted Repentance from Backbiting and Slander 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And have Taqwa of Allah), that is, regarding what He has commanded you and forbidden for 
you. Fear Him and beware of Him, 



(Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful.) He forgives 
those who repent to Him, is merciful with those who go back to Him and trust in Him. The 
majority of scholars have stated that repentance for committing the sin of backbiting is that 
one refrains from backbiting intending not to repeat it again. There is a difference of opinion if 
whether feeling remorse is required in this case, and also if one should apologize to those who 
he has backbitten. Sbme scholars stated that it is not necessary for one to ask those whom he 
has backbitten to forgive him, because if they knew what was said about them, they could be 
hurt more than if they were not told about it. It is better, they said, that one should praise 
those whom he has backbitten in audiences in which he has committed the act. It is also better 
if one defends the injured party against any further backbiting, as much as one can, as 
recompense for his earlier backbiting. 



(13. mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations 
and tribes that you may know one another. Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who hasAt-Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.) 



All of Mankind are the Children of ' Adam and Hawwa' 

Allah the Exalted declares to mankind that He has created them all from a single person, 
'Adam, and from that person He created his mate, Hawwa'. From their offspring He made 
nations, comprised of tribe, which include subtribes of all sizes. It was also said that ' nations 
refers to non-Arabs, while 'tribes refers to Arabs. Various statements about this were collected 
in an individual introduction from the book, Al-lnbah, by Abu ' Amr Ibn ' Abdul-Barr, and from 
the book, Al-Qasad wal-Amam fi Ma' rifah Ansab Al-Arab wal-'Ajam. Therefore, all people are 
the descendants of 'Adam and Hawwa' and share this honor equally. The only difference 
between them is in the religion that revolves around their obedience to Allah the Exalted and 
their following of His Messenger . After He forbade backbiting and belittling other people, 
alerting mankind that they are all equal in their humanity. Allah said, 



(0 mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and 
tribes that you may know one another.) so that they get to know each other by their nation or 
tribe. Mujahid said that Allah's statement, 



(that you may know one another.) refers to one's saying, "So-and-so the son of so-and-so, from 
the tribe of so-and-so." Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, "The Himyar (who resided in Yemen) dealt with 
each other according to their provinces, while the Arabs in the Hijaz (Western Arabia) dealt 
with each other according to their tribes." 



Honor is earned through Taqwa of Allah 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa.) meaning, 
'you earn honor with Allah the Exalted on account of Taqwa, not family lineage.' There are 
many Hadiths from the Prophet that support this meaning. Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu 
Hurayrah said, "Some people asked the Prophet , 'Who is the most honorable among people' He 
replied, 

« » 

(The most honorable among them with Allah is the one who has the most Taqwa.) They said, 
' We did not ask you about this.' He said, 



» 



« 



(Then the most honorable person is Yusuf, Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Prophet, the son 
of Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Khalil.) They said, ' We did not ask you about this.' He said, 

« » 

(Then you want to ask me about the Arab lineage) They said, ' Yes.' He said, 

» 

« 

(Those among you who were best in Jahiliyyah, are the best among you in Islam, if they attain 
religious understanding.)" Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in several places of his Sahih, An- 
Nasa'i did as well in the Tafsir section of his Sunan. Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah does not look at your shapes or wealth, but he looks at your hearts and actions.) 
Ibn Majah also collected this Hadith. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, 
"On the day Makkah was conquered, the Messenger of Allah performed Tawaf around the 
Ka' bah while riding his camel, Al-Qaswa', and was touching the corners with a stick he had in 
his hand. He did not find a place in the Masjid where his camel could sit and had to dismount 



on men's hands. He led his camel to the bottom of the valley, where he had her sit down. The 
Messenger of Allah later gave a speech while riding Al-Qaswa' and said, after thanking Allah the 
Exalted and praising Him as He should be praised, 



» 



« 

(0 people! Allah the Exalted has removed from you the slogans of Jahiliyyah and its tradition of 
honoring forefathers. Men are of two types, a man who is righteous, fearful of Allah and 
honorable to Allah, or a man who is vicious, miserable and little to Allah the Exalted. Verily, 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, (O mankind! We have created you from a male and a 
female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the 
most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Aware.)) The Prophet said, 

« » 

(I say this and invoke Allah for forgiveness for me and for you.)" This was recorded by ' Abd bin 
Humayd. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.) means, ' He is All-Knowing of you and All-Aware of all 
of your affairs.' Allah guides whom He wills, misguides whom He wills, grants mercy to whom 
He wills, tor- ments whom He wills, elevates whom He wills above whom He wills. He is the Ail- 
Wise, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware in all this. Several scholars relied on this honorable Ayah 
and the honora- ble Hadiths we menti- oned as evidence that compatibility in marriage is not a 
condition of marriage contracts. They said that the only condition required in this regard is the 
adherence to the religion, as in the statement of Allah, the Exalted, 



(Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one with the most Taqwa. ) 



(14. The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You do not believe. But say, 'We have submitted,' 
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts. But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not 
decrease anything in reward for your deeds. Verily, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (15. Only 
those are the believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not 
but strive with their wealth and their lives for the cause of Allah. Those! They are the 
truthful.) (16. Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion while Allah knows all that is in the 
heavens and all that is on the earth, and Allah is All-Aware of everything.") (17. They regard as 
a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me. 
Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith if you indeed 
are true. ") (18. "Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is the 
All -Seer of what you do.") 



There is a Difference between a Believer and a Muslim 

Allah chastises the bedouins who, when they embraced Islam, claimed for themselves the grade 
of faithful believers. However, Faith had not yet firmly entered their hearts, 



(The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You do not believe, but say, 'We have submitted,' for 
Faith has not yet entered your hearts...") This honorable Ayah provides proof that Faith is a 
higher grade than Islam, according to the scholars of the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah. This is 
also demostrated in the Hadith of Jibril, peace be upon him, when he questioned the Prophet 
about Islam, then Iman then Ihsan. Thus moving the general matter to one more specific, then 
even more specific. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Amir bin Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas said, "The 
Messenger of Allah gave (something to) some men and did not give one of them. Sa' d said, ~ 
Allah's Messenger, you gave to so-and-so and so-and-so. However, you gave nothing to so-and- 
so, even though he is a believer.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Or say, a Muslim.) Sa' d repeated his statement thrice each time the Prophet answered, 

« » 

(Or say, a Muslim.) The Prophet then said, 

» 



« 

(I might give some men and give nothing to others, even though the latter are dearer to me 
than the former. I do not give them things for fear that they might be thrown on their faces in 
the Fire.)" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction 
between the grade of believer and the grade of Muslim, indicating that Iman is a more 
exclusive grade than Islam. I mentioned this subject in detail supported by evidence, in the 
beginning of the explanation of the chapter on Iman in Sahih Al-Bukhari, all praise is due to 
Allah and all the favors are from Him. So this proves that the bedouins whom the Ayah 
mentioned were not hypocrites, rather they were Muslims in whose hearts Faith was not yet 
firmly established. They claimed a higher grade for themselves than the grade that they 
earned, and they were taught a lesson as a consequence. This meaning agrees with the 
meaning given by Ibn 'Abbas, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Qatadah and that preferred by Ibn Jarir. 
These bedouins were taught a lesson, 



(Say: "You do not believe, but say 'We are Muslims,' for Faith has not yet entered your 
hearts...") meaning, ' you have not yet achieved the reality of Faith.' Allah the Exalted said, 



(But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not decrease anything in reward for your 
deeds...) ' He will not decrease any of your rewards,' as Allah said; 



(We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.) (52:21) Allah said: 



(Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) for those who repent and return to Him. Allah's 
statement, 



(Only those are the believers), who have perfect Faith, 



(who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not) They do not have 
doubts and their Faith was not shaken. Rather, their Faith remained on conviction, 



(but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives) meaning, they gladly gave 
away their life and the most precious of their wealth in obedience to Allah as a means of 
seeking His pleasure, 



(Those! They are the truthful. ) " in their statement if they say that they are believers, unlike 
some bedouins who are faithful only by words outwardly!' Allah said, 



(Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion...") 'will you inform Allah of what is in your hearts,' 



(while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth,) Nothing in the 
heavens and earth, even the weight of a speck of dust, all that is bigger or smaller, ever 
escapes His observat ion, 



(and Allah is All-Aware of everything.) Allah said, 



(They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as 
a favor to me...") meaning the bedouins who considered embracing Islam, following and 
supporting the Messenger as a favor to him. Allah the Exalted refuted their false statement, 



(Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me...") 'for the benefit of your Islam will only be 
yours, and this is a favor from Allah to you,' 



(Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith if you 
indeed are true.) ' in your claim that you are believers.' The Prophet said to the Ansar on the 
day of the battle of Hunayn, 



» 



« 

(0 Ansar! Have I not found you astray and Allah guided you through me Were you not divided 
and Allah united you around me Were you not poor and Allah gave you riches through me) 
Whenever the Prophet asked them any of these questions, they would reply, "Allah and His 
Messenger have most favored us." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"Banu Asad came to the Messenger of Allah and said, " Allah's Messenger! We embraced Islam, 
and before that, the Arabs fought against you, yet we did not fight against you.' The Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, they understand but little and the Shaytan speaks through their words.) This Ayah was 
later revealed, 



(They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as 
a favor to me." Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the 
Faith if you indeed are true.")'" Then Allah reminds that He has complete knowledge of all 
creations and that He sees them all; 



(Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is the All-Seer of what 
you do.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hujurat. Verily, all praise is due to Allah, all 
the favors are from Him, and from Him comes the success and protection from error. 

The Tafsir of Surah Qaf 



(Chapter - 50) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Beginning of the Mufassal Section of the Qur'an 

This Surah is the first Surah in the Mufassal section of the Qur'an, according to the correct 
view. It is said that the Mufassal starts with Surat Al-Hujurat. Some common people say that 
the Mufassal startswith Surah ' Amma An-Naba, (chapter 78), however, this is not true because 
none of the respected scholars ever supported this opinion. Aws (bin Hudhayfah) said; "I asked 
the Companions of Allah's Messenger () how they divided the Qur'an. They said; 'Three, five, 
seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, and the Mufassal section as one.' " This was recorded by Ibn 
Majah and Imam Ahmad. If one counts forty-eight Surahs, the next Surah will be Surah Qaf. The 
details are as follows: The first three Surahs are Al-Baqarah (chapter 2), Al ' Imran (3), then 
An-Nisa' (4). The five are Al-Ma'idah (5), Al-An' am (6), Al-A' raf (7), Al-Anfal (8) and Bara'ah (or 
At-Tawbah) (9). The seven next Surahs are Surah Yunus (10), Hud (11), Yusuf (12), Ar-Ra'd 
(13), Ibrahim (14), Al-Hijr (15) and An-Nahl (16). The nine next Surahs are, Subhan (or Al-lsra' 
(17) , Al-Kahf (18), Maryam (19), Ta Ha (20), Al-Anbiya' (21), Al-Hajj (22), Al-Mu'minun (23), 
An-Nur (24) and Al-Furqan (25). The next eleven Surahs are Surat Ash-Shu' ara (26), An-Naml 
(27), Al-Qasas (28), Al-' Ankabut (29), Ar-Rum (30), Luqman (31), Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah (32), 
Al-Ahzab (33), Saba' (34), Fatir (35) and Ya Sin (36). The next thirteen are Surat As-Saffat (37), 
Sad (38), Az-Zumar (39), Ghafir (40), Ha Mim As-Sajdah (or Fussilat) (41), Ash-Shura (42), Az- 
Zukhruf (43), Ad-Dukhan (44), Al-Jathiyah (45), Al-Ahqaf (46), Al-Qital (or Muhammad) (47), Al- 
Fath (48) and Al-Hujurat (49). After that comes the Mufassal section, according to the 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. Therefore, Surah Qaf (chapter 50) is the first 
of the Mufassal, just as we stated, and all praise is due to Allah and all favors are from Him. 



The Virtues of Surah Qaf 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ~ Umar bin Al-Khattab asked Abu Waqid Al-Laythi, "What did the 
Prophet recite during the ' Id Prayer" Abu Waqid said, "Surah Qaf and Surat Iqtarabat i.e. Surat 
Al-Qamar (54) ." Muslim and the Four Collectors of the Sunan collected this Hadith. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Umm Hisham bint Harithah said, "For around two years, or a year and a 
part of another year, our oven and the oven of the Prophet was one and the same. I memorized 
Surah, 



(Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.) from the tongue of the Messenger of Allah who used to recite it 
every Friday while standing on the Minbar delivering the Friday sermon to the people." Muslim 
collected this Hadith. Abu Dawud also recorded that the daughter of Al-Harith bin An-Nu' man 
said, "I only memorized Surah Qaf from the mouth of the Messenger of Allah who used to recite 
it in every Friday Khutbah. Our oven and the oven of the Messenger was one and the same." 
Muslim and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah used to recite 
this Surah during large gatherings such as the 'Ids and during Friday sermons. He did so 
because this Surah contains news of the beginning of creation, Resurrec- tion, the Return, 
Sanding (before Allah), the Reckoning, Paradise, the Fire, Allah's reward and punishment, 
lessons of encouragement, and lessons of discouragement. Allah knows best. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.) (2. Nay, they wonder that there has come to them a warner 
from among themselves. 3d the disbelievers say: "This is a strange thing!") (3. "When we are 
dead and have become dust. (Shall we be resurrected) That is a far return.") (4. We know that 
which the earth takes of them, and with Us is a Book preserved.) (5. Nay, but they have denied 
the truth when it has come to them, so they are in a Marij state.) 



(Qaf.) which is one of the letters of the alphabet that are mentioned in the beginning of some 
Surahs, such as, 



(Sad.) (38:1) 



(Nun. ) (68:1) 



(Alif Lam Mim.) (2:1), 



(Ha Mm.) (40:1), and 



(Ta Sin) (28:1) and etc., Mujahid and several others said this. We also discussed this in the 
beginning of the explanation of Surat Al-Baqarah, and therefore, it is not necessary to repeat it 
here. 



The Disbelievers wonder at the Message and Resurrection Allah 

said, 



(By the Glorious Qur'an.) means by the Honorable and Great Qur'an, which, 



(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it: (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise.) (41: 42) The subject of the oath contained in this Ayah is specified 
afterwards, even though it does not appear by word, emphasizing prophet hood, resurrection 
and affirming that they are true. There are similar kinds of oaths in the Qur'an, whose subject 
is included in the meaning but not by word, such as, 



(Sad. By the Qur'an full of reminding. Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and 
opposition. )(38:1-2) Allah said here, 



(Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an. Nay, they wonder that there has come to them a warner from 
among themselves. So the disbelievers say: "This is a strange thing!") They wondered at the 
wisdom behind sending a Messenger who is a human being. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored 
said in another Ayah 



(Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation to a man from among themselves 
(saying): "Warn mankind.") (10:2), meaning, this is not strange, for Allah chooses Messengers 
from angels and humans. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored mentioned that the disbelievers 
also wondered about the Resurrection and discounted its coming, 



(When we are dead and have become dust. That is a far return.) They said, 'after we die, 
disintegrate, with our organs torn apart and we become dust, how can we be brought back to 
our original shape and bodies,' 



(That is a far return.) ' it is not likely that it will ever occur.' They thought that Resurrection 
was far from happening and will never occur. Allah the Exalted responded to their statement 
by saying, 



(We know that which the earth takes of them.) meaning, " We know what the earth consumes 
of their dead bodies.' Where and how the bodies disintegrated, what they turned into and how 
they have become, all of this is never absent from Allah's knowledge. 



(and with Us is a Book preserved,) 'that keeps all records. Therefore, Our knowledge is 
encompassing and the Book of decrees has everything precisely recorded in it. AI-'Awfi 
narrated that 'Abdullah bin ' Abbas commented on the statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(We know that which the earth takes of them,) "It refers to what the earth consumes of their 
flesh, skin, bones and hair." A similar view was recorded from Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak 
and several others. Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, explained the reason behind their 
disbelief, rebellion and discounting the possibility of what istruly possible, 



(Nay, but they have denied the truth when it has come to them, so they are in a Marij state.) 
This is the state of all those who defy the Truth: whatever they say and utter after denying the 
Truth, is utterly false. Marij means, in disarray, in a confused state and defying the 
characteristics of the Truth. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside. )(51:8-9) 



(6. Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have made it and adorned it, and 
there are no Furuj in it) (7. And the earth! We have spread it out, and set thereon Rawasi 
standing firm, and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij) pair.) (8. An insight and a Reminder for 
every servant who turns to Allah in repentance.) (9. And We send down blessed water (rain) 
from the sky, then We produce therewith Jannat and grain that are reaped.) (10. And date 
palms Basiqat, with arranged clusters.) (11. A provision for the servants. And We give life 
therewith to a dead land. Thus will be the Resurrection.) 



Allah's Power and Ability over what is Greater than Resurrection 

Allah the Exalted notifies the servants of His infinite power, which He demonstrated by 
creating what is bigger than that which they wondered about and whose possibility they 
discount, 



(Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have made it and adorned it,) with 
lamps; 



(and there are no Furuj in it) i.e., clefts, according to Mujahid. Others said that Furuj means, 
rifts, or cracks. All these meanings are close to one another. Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 



(Who has created the seven heavens one above another; you can see no fault in the creation of 
the Most Gracious. Then look again: "Can you see any rifts" Then look again and yet again, your 
sight will return to you in a state of humiliation and worn out.) (67:2-4) fatigued, unable to 
discover any imperfection or shortcomings. The statement of Allah the Exalted, the Blessed, 



(And the earth! We have spread it out, ) means, 'We made it spacious and spread it out,' 



(and set thereon Rawasi standing firm.) which are the mountains to save the earth from 
shaking along with its inhabitants, 



(and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij) pair.) every kind and species of plant, fruit and 
vegetation, 



(And of everything We have created pairs that you may reflect. )(51:49) Allah's saying ' Bahij', 
meaning a beautiful scene, 



(An insight and a Reminder for every servant who turns to Allah in repentance.) Allah says that 
observing the creation of the heavens and earth and all the great things that He has placed in 
them provides insight, proof and a lesson for every penitent servant who submits in humbleness 
and repentance to Allah feeling fear, in awe of Him. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And We send down blessed water from the sky,) meaning beneficial, 



(then We produce therewith Jannat), means special and public parks, gardens, etc. 



(and grain that are reaped) grains that are harvested for food and for storage for later use, 



(And date palms Basiqat,) meaning, tall and high, according to the explanation reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi. Allah said, 



(with arrranged clusters.) producing fruits arranged in clusters, 



(A provision for (Allah's) servants.) for (Allah's) creation, 



(And We give life therewith to a dead land.) this is the land that was barren. However, when 
rain falls upon it, it is stirred to life; it swells and produces all of the lovely pairs such as 
flowers and the like -- amazing on account of their beauty. All of this comes into existence 
after the land was without greenery, yet it was stirred back to life and became green. Indeed, 
this should provide proof of Resurrection after death and disintegration; thus Allah resurrects 
the dead. This sign of Allah's ability that is seen and witnessed is greater than the denial of 
those who discount the possibility of Resurrection. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said in 
other Ayat, 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind;) 
(40:57), 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.)(46:33) 
and, 



(And among His signs (is this), that you see the earth barren; but when We send down water to 
it, it is stirred to life and growth. Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the 
dead. Indeed He is Able to do all things.) (41: 39) 



(12. Denied before them the people of Nuh, and the Dwellers of Rass, and Thamud,) (13. And 
* Ad, and Fir" awn, and the brethren of Lut,) (14. And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, and the people 
of Tubba" . Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers, so My threat took effect.) (15. Were 
We then tired with the first creation Nay, they are in confused doubt about a new creation.) 



Reminding the Quraysh of the Destruction of earlier Disbelieving 

Nations 

Allah the Exalted warns the disbelievers of Quraysh and reminds them of the punishment and 
painful torment that He sent in this life on their likes, who disbelieved before them. For 
instance, Allah the Exalted punished the people of Nuh by drowning them in the encompassing 
flood that touched all the people of earth. There is also the end that struck the people of Ar- 
Rass, and we mentioned their story before in Surat Al-Furqan, 



(...and Thamud, and ' Ad, and Fir" awn, and the brethren of Lut,) the people of Sadum (Sodom) 
and the surrounding areas, to whom Lut was sent. Allah the Exalted shook the earth beneath 
them and turned their area into a reeking lake, as stinking as the disbelief, tyranny and 
defiance of the Truth that they had, 



(And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah), they are the nation of Shu" ayb, peace be upon him, 



(and the people of Tubba" ), King of Yemen; we explained his story in the Tafsir of Surat Ad- 
Dukhan, and therefore, we do not need to repeat it here. All praise is due to Allah. 



(Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers,) means, all of these nations and their generations 
belied their respective Messenger, and whoever denies even one Messenger, is as if he has 
denied all Messengers. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(The people of Nuh denied the Messengers. )(26: 105) even though only one Messenger was sent 
to them, and indeed, if all the Messengers were sent to them, they would have disbelieved in 
them as well. Allah said, 



(so My threat took effect.) meaning, the promise of torment and punishment that Allah 
delivered to them on account of their denial took effect. Therefore, all those who fear 
suffering the same end should be warned, especially since the latter have denied their 
Messenger, just asthe former denied their Messenger. 



Repeating the Creation is Easier than originating It 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Were We then tired with the first creation) meaning, " did starting the creation bring fatigue 
to Us, so as to cause doubt in them that repeating the creation was not possible' 



(Nay, they are in confused doubt about a new creation.) meaning, 'starting the creation did 
not tire Us, and repeating it is even easier.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for 
Him.)(30:27), and, 



(And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to 
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life to them Who 
created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!")(36:78-79) aWe 
mentioned earlier a Hadith collected in the Sahih, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Exalted said, "Son of " Adam insults Me when he says, ' He will not resurrect me as He 
created me before!' But surely, originating creation is not easier for Me than reproducing it 
again.") 



(16. And indeed We have created man, and We know what his self whispers to him. And We are 
nearer to him than his j ugular vein.) (17. (Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels) 
receive (each human being), one sitting on the right and one on the left.) (18. Not a word does 
he (or she) utter but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it).) (19. And the stupor of 
death will come in truth: "This is what you have been avoiding!") (20. And the Trumpet will be 
blown -- that will be the Day of the threat.) (21 . And every person will come forth along with a 
Sa'iq and a Shahid.) (22. (It will be said to the sinners): "Indeed you were heedless of this. Now 
We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is your sight this Day!") 



Allah encompasses and watches all of Man's Activity 



Allah the Exalted affirms His absolute dominance over mankind, being their Creator and the 
Knower of everything about them. Allah the Exalted has complete knowledge of all thoughts 
that cross the mind of man, be they good or evil. In the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah the Exalted has forgiven my Ummah (Muslims) for what they talk (think) to 
themselves about, as long as they do not utter or implement it.) The statement of Allah the 
Exalted, 



(And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.) means, His angels are nearer to man than his 
jugular vein. Those who explained x We' in the Ayah to mean " Our knowledge,' have done so to 
avoid falling into the idea of incarnation or indwelling; but these two creeds are false 
according to the consensus of Muslims. Allah is praised and glorified, He is far hallowed beyond 
what they ascribe to Him. The words of this Ayah do not need this explanation (that " We' 
refers to x Allah's knowledge'), for Allah did not say, 'and I am closer to him than his jugular 
vein.' Rather, He said, 



(And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein. ) just as He said in the case of dying persons, 



(But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not.) (56:85), in reference to His angels (who 
take the souls). Allah the Exalted the Blessed said, 



(Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it.) (15:9) 
Therefore, the angels brought down the revelation, the Qur'an, by the leave of Allah, the 
Exalted, the Most Honored. Thus, the angels are closer to man than his own jugular vein, by 
the power and leave of Allah. Consequently, the angel touches mankind, just as the devil 
touches them, for the devil is as close to them as the blood that runs in their veins; just as 
Allah's Prophet , who istruthful and wastold the truth, told us. Allah's statement here, 



((Remember) that the two receivers receive,) in reference to the two angels who receive and 
record the deeds of mankind. 



(one sitting on the right and one on the left.) means ready to note, 



(whatever he utters), in reference to the human, 



(of a word), means any word that he or she speaks, 



(but there is a watcher by him ready.) means, but there is a scribe whose job is to record it, 
leaving no word or movement unrecorded. Allah the Exalted said, 



(But verily, over you (are appointed angels) to watch you, Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing 
down (your deeds), they know all that you do.) (82:10-12) Therefore, the scribe records every 
word that is spoken, according to the explanation of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. This is also the 
apparent meaning of this Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Bilal bin Al-Harith Al-Muzani said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases Allah the Exalted, unaware of how highly it will 
be regarded, and on its account Allah the Exalted and Most Honored decrees His pleasure of 
him until the Day he meets Him. A man might indeed utter a word that angers Allah the 
Exalted, unaware of how dreadful it will be and on its account Allah the Exalted decrees for 
him His anger until the Day he meets Him.)" * Alqamah used to say, "How many words did I not 
utter because of the Hadith that Bilal bin Al-Harith narrated." At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn 
Majah collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." There is a Hadith similar to this in 
the Sahih. 



Reminding Mankind of the Stupor of Death, the Blast of the 
Trumpet and the Day of Gathering 



Allah the Exalted and Most High said, 



(And the stupor of death will come in truth: "This is what you have been avoiding!") Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored says, " mankind! This isthe stupor of death that has come in truth; 
now, I have brought forth to you the certainty that you were disputing,' 



(This is what you have been avoiding!), means, ' t his is the end that you were trying to escape; 
it has come to you! Therefore, you will have neither a shelter nor a refuge nor a sanctuary nor 
an asylum from it.' In the Sahih, the Prophet said, while wiping sweat from his face when the 
stupor of death overcame him, 



« » 

(Glory be to Allah! Verily, death has its stupor.) The Ayah, 



(This is what you have been avoiding!) has two possible meanings. One of them is this: 'what 
you have been trying to avert, escape and flee from has come to you and resided in your 
home!' The second meaning is, ' you had no way of escaping or averting this end. ' At-Tabarani 
collected a Hadith in Al-Mu' jam Al-Kabir from Samurah who said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(The parable of whoever tries to avoid death is that of a fox that had a debt to pay to the 
earth. The fox went away and when he became tired and the time to sleep overtook him, he 
entered his den. The earth said to him, * fox! Pay my debt!' The fox went out howling and 
continued until his neck was cutoff, (i.e.,) he died.) This parable indicates that just as the fox 
had no way of escaping or avoiding the earth, likewise, man has no way of avoiding death. 
Allah the Exalted the Blessed said, 



(And the Trumpet will be blown -- that will be the Day of the threat.) Earlier we discussed the 
information about the blowing of the Trumpet, the fear that follows it, the death of everything 
and then resurrection, all this will occur on the Day of Resurrection. We also mentioned that 
the Messenger of Allah said in a Hadith, 



» 



« 



(How can I feel comfort while the angel responsible for the Trumpet has placed the Trumpet to 
his mouth and lowered his forehead awaiting when he will be commanded (by Allah to blow in 
it)) They said, "0 Allah's Messenger, what should we say" He said, 

« » 

(Say, "Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs.)" The Companions 
repeated this invocation, saying, "Allah is sufficient for us, and He isthe best disposer of affairs 
(for us)." Allah said, 



(And every person will come forth along with a Sa'iq and a Shahid.) meaning, an angel to drive 
him to the gathering place and an angel to bear witness against him with regards to his deeds. 



This is the apparent meaning of this honorable Ayah and it is the meaning that Ibn Jarir 
preferred. It was narrated from Yahya bin RafT , the freed servant of Thaqif, that he heard 
'Uthman bin ' Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, giving a speech in which he recited this 
Ayah, 



(And every person will come forth along with a Sa'iq and a Shahid.) and then said, "A Sa'iq to 
drive every person to Allah the Exalted, and a Shahid to witness against him what he has done." 
The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(Indeed you were heedless of this. Now We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is 
your sight this Day!) is directed at humanity. Allah said, 



(Indeed you were heedless of this.), of this Day, 



(Now We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is your sight this Day!) ' your sight is 
now clear and strong.' Everyone, including the disbelievers, will have clear sight on the Day of 
Resurrec- tion. However, having sight will not be helpful to the dis- believers on that Day, for 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(How clearly will they (disbelievers) see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us!) 
(19:38), and, 



(And if you only could see when the criminals hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Our 
Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back (to the world), that we will do righteous 
good deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty. )(32:12) 



(23. And his companion (angel) will say: "Here is (his record) ready with me!") (24. (Allah will 
say to the angels:) "Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever") (25. "Hinderer of 
good, transgressor, doubter,") (26. "Who set up another god with Allah. Then both of you cast 
him in the severe torment.") (27. His companion (devil) will say: "Our Lord! I did not push him 
to transgression, but he was himself in error far astray.") (28. (Allah) will say: "Dispute not in 
front of Me, I had already in advance sent you the threat.") (29. "The sentence that comes from 
Me cannot be changed, and I am not unjust to the servants.") 



The Angel will bear Witness; Allah commands that the Disbeliever 

be thrown into the Fire 

Allah the Exalted states that the scribe angel, who is entrusted with recording the deeds of 
mankind, will testify against him or her about the deeds he or she did on the Day of 
Resurrection. He will say, 



("Here is (his record) ready with me!"), here it is prepared and completed without addition or 
deletion. This is when Allah the Exalted will judge the creation with fairness, saying, 



(Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.) It appears that Allah will say these 
words to the Sa'iq and Shahid angels; the Sa'iq drove him to the grounds where Reckoning is 
held and the Shahid testified. Allah the Exalted will order them to throw him in the fire of 
Jahannam, and worse it is as a destination, 



(Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.) meaning, whose disbelief and denial 
of truth was horrendous, who used to stubbornly reject the truth, knowingly contradicting it 
with falsehood, 



(Hinderer of good,) meaning for he did not fulfill the duties he was ordered, nor was he dutiful, 
keeping tiesto kith and kin nor giving charity, 



(transgressor,) meaning, he transgresses the limits in spending. Qatadah commented, "He is a 
transgressor in his speech, behavior and affairs." Allah said, 



(doubter,) meaning, he doubts and raises doubts in those who scrutinize his behavior, 



(who set up another god with Allah.) meaning, he associated others with Allah and worshipped 
others besides Him, 



(Then both of you cast him in the severe torment.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa* id Al- 
Khudri said that the Prophet said, 

: » 



« 

(A neck from the Fire will appear and will speak saying, "Today, I have been entrusted with 
three: Every obstinate tyrant, everyone who ascribed another god with Allah, and he who took 
a life without right." The neck will then close in on them and throw them in the midst of 
Jahannam.)" 



Man and Devil dispute before Allah 

Allah's saying; 



(His companion will say), refers to the devil who is entrusted to every man, according to 
' Abdullah bin ' Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and several othes. He will say, 



(Our Lord! I did not push him to transgression,) meaning, the devil will say this about the 
human who came on the Day of Resurrection as a disbeliever. The devil will disown him, 
saying, 



(Our Lord! I did not push him to transgression) meaning, "I did not lead him astray,' 



(but he was himself in error far astray.) meaning, he himself was misguided, accepting 
falsehood and stubborn to the truth. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said in another Ayah, 



(And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a promise 
of truth. And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over you except that I 
called you, and you responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help 
you, nor can you help me. I deny your former act in associating me as a partner with Allah. 
Verily, there is a painful torment for the wrongdoers.") (14:22) Allah the Exalted said, 



((Allah) will say: "Dispute not in front of Me.") The Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored will say 
this to the man and his devil companion, who will be disputing before Him. The man will say, 
"O, Lord! This devil has misguided me away from the Remembrance after it came to me," while 
the devil will declare, 



(Our Lord! I did not push him to transgression, but he was himself in error far astray.) from the 
path of truth. The Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored will say to them, 



(Dispute not in front of Me,) or " before Me, 



(I had already in advance sent you the threat.) ' I have given you sufficient proof by the words 
of the Messengers, and I have sent down the Divine Books; the evidences, signs and proofs have 
thus been established against you,' 



(The Sentence that comes from Me cannot be changed, ) "I have made My decision," according 
to the explanation of Mujahid, 



(And I am not unjust to the servants.) ' I will not punish anyone, except on account of their sins 
after the proof has been established against them.' 



(30. On the Day when We will say to Hell: "Are you filled" It will say: "Are there any more") (31. 
And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Taqwa, not far off.) (32. (It will be said): "This is 
what you were promised -- (it is) for those returning in sincere repentance, and Hafiz.") (33. 
"Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen and brought a heart turned in repentance.") (34. "Enter you 
therein in peace and security -- this is a Day of eternal life!") (35. There they will have all that 
they desire -- and We have more.) 



Jahannam and Paradise and their Dwellers 

Allah states that He will say to Jahannam on the Day of Resurrection, "Have you had your fill" 
Allah the Most Honored has promised Hell that it will have its fill from the Jinns and mankind. 
He, the Exalted and Most Honored, will decide who will be thrown into the Fire and she will 
keep saying, "Are there any more," or, 'Are there any more whom You will provide me with' 
This is the apparent meaning of this Ayah which is supported by several Hadiths. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The people will be thrown into Jahannam and it will say, ' Are there any more' Until the Mighty 
Lord puts His Foot over it and its corners will be collected together and it will say, "Enough, 
enough by Your grace and compassion!' There will be sufficient empty space in Paradise until 
Allah creates another creation and He, the Exalted, makes them dwell in the empty parts of 
Paradise.)" Muslim also collected this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated 
that the Prophet said, 

: » 



« 



(Jahannam will be asked, "Are you full" and it will say, "Are there any more" Until the Lord, the 
Blessed and Most Honored, puts His Foot over it and it will say: "Enough! Enough!") Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Paradise and the Fire quarreled. The Fire said, "I have been favored with the arrogant people 
and tyrants." Paradise said, "What is wrong with me that only the poor and humble people 
enter me" Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said to Paradise, "You are My mercy, with which 
I grant mercy to those whom I will among My servants." He said to Hell, "You are My punishment 
which I inflict upon whom I wish from My servants, and I shall fill both of you." As for Hellfire, 
it will not have its fill until Allah puts His Foot over it and she will say, "Enough! Enough!" She 
will become full and its sides will come close to each other. Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored shall not be unjust to any one of His creatures. As for Paradise, Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored will create another creation to fill it.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Taqwa, not far off.) meaning, Paradise will be 
brought close and near to the pious, according to Qatadah, Abu Malik and As-Suddi, 



(not far off), and this will occur on the Day of Resurrection, which is not far off. Surely that 
Day will come to pass and all that is bound to come, is near, 



(This is what you were promised -- (it is) for those returning) who go back to Allah in sincere 
repentance intending not to repeat sin, 



(Hafiz), who preserve their covenant with Allah and do not break or betray it, 



(Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen) who feared Allah in secret when only Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored could see him. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(And a man who remembered Allah the Exalted while alone, and his eyes became tearful.) 
Allah said, 



(and brought a heart turned in repentance. ) meaning, he will meet Allah, the Exalted and Most 
Honored, on the Day of Resurrection with a heart turned in repentance to Him and absolutely 
free (of Shirk) and humbled to Him, 



(Enter you therein), meaning Paradise, 



(in peace and security), they will earn security from the torment of Allah, the Exalted and Most 
Honored, and the angels of Allah will greet them with the Salam, according to the explanation 
of Qatadah. The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored: 



(-- this is a Day of eternal life!), meaning, they will reside in Paradise forever and will never 
die, neither be transferred from it nor wish to be transferred from it. The statement of Allah 
the All-Mighty, 



(There they will have all that they desire), means, whatever delights they wish and desire, 
they will find it brought before them. Allah's statement, 



(and We have more.) is similar to Hisother statement, 



(For those who have done good is the best and even more. )(1 0:26) In the Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that Suhayb bin Snan Ar-Rumi said that 'more' refers to looking at the Most 
Honorable Face of Allah. 



(36. And how many a generation We have destroyed before them who were stronger in power 
than they. And they went about the land! Could they find any place of refuge) (37. Verily, 
therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a heart or gives ear while he is heedful.) (38. And 
indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all between them in six Days and nothing of 
fatigue touched Us.) (39. 3d bear with patience all that they say, and glorify the praises of your 
Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.) (40. And during a part of the night 
(also) glorify His praises and (so likewise) after the prostrations.) 



Warning the Disbelievers of the imminent Torment; commanding 
the Prophet to pray and have Patience 

Allah the Exalted asks, * how many We have destroyed before these denying disbelievers' 



(a generation who were stronger in power than they.) they were more numerous, mightier than 
they and who constructed on the earth and built on it more than they. The statement of Allah 
the Exalted, 



(And they went about the land! Could they find any place of refuge) Ibn ' Abbas commented, 
"They left the traces throughout the land," Qatadah said, "They traveled throughout the land 
seeking provisions through trade and business, more than you have." Allah's statement, 



(Could they find any place of refuge) means, 'could they find a shelter from Allah's decision 
and appointed destiny Have what they collected benefited them or averted Allah's torment 



when it came to them on account of their denial of the Messengers Likewise, you will never be 
able to avert, avoid, or find refuge or shelter (from His torment).' Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 



(Verily, therein is indeed a reminder) and a lesson, 



(for him who has a heart) meaning, a sound understanding with which he comprehends, or, a 
good mind, according to Mujahid, 



(or gives ear while he is heedful.) meaning, he hears the speech, comprehends and understands 
it in his mind and grasps its indications with his intellect. Mujahid said that, 



(or gives ear), means, he does not talk to himself but listens with an attentive heart. Ad- 
Dahhak commented, "The Arabs would say that someone has given ear when he hears with his 
ears, while his heart is present and not absent." Ath-Thawri and several others said similarly. 
The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored; 



(And indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all that between them in six Days and 
nothing of fatigue touched Us.) is emphasis on the Resurrection because He Who is able to 
create the heavens and earth without fatigue, then surely He is able to resurrect the dead. 
Qatadah said, "The Jews, may Allah's curses descend on them, said that Allah created the 
heavens and earth in six days and then rested on the seventh day, which was the Sabbath. This 
is why they call it a holiday. Allah the Exalted then sent down denial of their statement and 
false opinion." Allah said, m 



(and nothing of fatigue touched Us.) indicating that no sleep, exhaustion or weariness affects 
Him. Allah the Exalted the Blessed said in other Ayat, 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.)(46:33), 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of 
mankind. )(40:57) and, 



(Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He construct ed)(79:27) Allah the Exalted 
and Most Honored said, 



(So bear with patience all that they say, ) in reference to those who deny the Prophet 
ordering him to be patient with them and turn away from them in a good way, 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.) 
There were two ordained prayers prior to the Isra' journey. One before the rising of the sun at 
dawn and the other before sunset in the evening. Qiyam Al-Layl, prayer at night, was a 
command for the Prophet and his followers for sometime but it was later abrogated for the 
Ummah. Later, during the Isra' journey, Allah abrogated all of the previous orders for prayer by 
ordaining five daily prayers, including the prayers of Fajr before sunrise, and 'Asr in the late 
afternoon. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin ' Abdullah said, "When we were sitting with the 
Prophet , he looked at the full moon and said, 



» 



« 

(Certainly you will be brought before your Lord and will see Him as you see this moon, and you 
will have no trouble in seeing Him. So, if you can avoid missing the prayer before the sunrise 
and the prayer before sunset, you must do so.) He then recited Allah's statement, 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.)'" The 
Two Sahihs and the rest of the Group collected this Hadith through the chain of Ism a' il. Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(And during a part of the night glorify His praises), meaning pray to Him. Allah said Ayah, 



(And in some parts of the night offer the Salah with it, as an additional prayer for you. It may 
be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) (17:79) Ibn Abi Najih reported that 
Mujahid said that Ibn ' Abbas said that, 



(and after the prostrations.) refers to Tasbih, i.e. glorifying Allah's praises, after the prayers. 
There is a Hadith collected in the Two Sahihs that supports this meaning. Abu Hurayrah said, 
"Some poor migrants came and said, 'O Allah's Messenger! The wealthy people will get higher 
grades and will have permanent enjoyment. 'The Prophet said, 

« » 



(Why is that) They said, 'They pray as we do, fast as we do, yet they give charity, but we can 
not. They free slaves, but we can not. 1 The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Shall I tell you about something that, if you did it, you would catch up with those who have 
surpassed you and nobody would be better than you except those who would do the same Say, 
* Subhan Allah, Alhamdulillah and Allahu Akbar,' thirty-three times each after every prayer.) 
Later, they came back and said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Our brethren, the wealthy Muslims, 
heard of what we did and they also did the same.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(This is a favor and grace of Allah, and He grants it to whom He wills.)" There is another way of 
explaining the Ayah. It is that Allah's statement, 



(and after the prostrations.) refers to the two Rak' ahs after the Maghrib prayer. This was 
reported from ' Umar bin Al-Khattab, 'AM bin Abi Talib and his son Al-Hasan, " Abdullah bin 
'Abbas, Abu Hurayrah and Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with them. This is also the 
saying of Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Ash-Sha'bi, An-Nakha' i, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, and others. 



(41. And listen on the Day when the caller will call from a near place.) (42. The Day when they 
will hear As-Sayhah in truth, that will be the Day of coming out.) (43. Verily, it is We Who give 
life and cause death; and to Us is the final return.) (44. On the Day when the earth shall be 
cleft, from off them (they will come out) hastening forth. That will be a gathering, quite easy 
for Us.) (45. We know best what they say. And you are not the one to force them. But warn by 
theQur'an; him who fears My threat.) 



Admonition from Some Scenes of the Day of Resurrection 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(And listen) " Muhammad, 



(on the Day when the caller will call from a near place.) to the gathering for the Day of 
Judgement, 



(The Day when they will hear As-Sayhah in truth,) in reference to the blowing in the Trumpet 
which will bring forth the truth that most of them discounted and denied, 



(that will be the Day of coming out.) from the graves, 



(Verily, it is We Who give life and cause death; and to Us is the final return.) Allah is He Who 
starts creation and then brings it back to life, and the latter is easier for Him; to Him is the 
final return of all creations. At this time, He will recompense each according to his or her 
deeds, good for good and evil for evil. Allah the Exalted said, 



(On the Day when the earth shall be cleft, from off them (they will come out) hastening forth.) 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored will send down rain from the sky. From that rain the bodies 
of the creations will grow while they are in their graves, just as the seed grows in soil in the 
aftermath of rain. When the bodies grow to their full strength, Allah the Exalted will command 
angel Israfil and he will blow in the Trumpet (for a second time). The souls will be enclosed in 



a hole in the Trumpet. When Israfil blows in the Trumpet, the souls will depart from it and will 
fly between the heavens and earth. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, will declare, "By My 
grace and power, each soul shall return to the body that it used to inhabit," and indeed, every 
soul will return to its body. The soul will enter its body just as poison enters the body, then the 
earth will be uncovered from above them, and they will all stand and head towards the 
Reckoning place hastening to obey the command of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, 



(Hastening towards the caller. The disbelievers will say: "This is a hard Day.") (54: 8), and 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His Call) with (words of) His praise and 
obedience, and you will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) (17:52) In 
the Sahih, it is recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The earth will open up first around me.) Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(That will be a gathering, quite easy for Us.) 'bringing them back to life is easy for Us and 
effortless.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.)(54:50), and, 



(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as of a single person. Verily, 
Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) (31:28) 



Comforting the Prophet 

The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most High, 



(We know best what they say.) means, 'Our knowledge is all encompassing of the denial that 
the idolators are confronting you with, so do not be concerned.' In similar Ayat, Allah said, 



(Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they say. So glorify the praises of your 
Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until there 
comes unto you the certainty (i.e., death).) (15:97) Allah's statement, 



(And you are not the one to force them.) says, ' it is not you who forces them to accept the 
guidance; this is not a part of your mission.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.) meaning, ' convey the Message of your 
Lord, for only those who fear Allah and dread His torment, and hope in His promise will 
remember and heed,' 



(Your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us isthe reckoning. )(13:40), 



(So remind them -- you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them.)(88:21-22) 



(Not upon you istheir guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills.)(2:272) and, 



(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills.) (28:56) Allah's 
statement here, 



(And you are not the one to force them. But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.) 
Qatadah used to invoke Allah by saying, "0 Allah! Make us among those who fear Your threat 
and hope for Your promise, O Barr (Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), Rahim (the Most 
Merciful)." This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Qaf. All praise is due to Allah, He is for us, the 
most excellent Trustee. 

The Tafsir of Surat Adh-Dhariyat 

(Chapter- 51) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1 . By the scattering Dhariyat;) (2. And the laden Hamilat;) (3. And the steady Jariyat ;) (4. And 
the distributors of command,) (5. Verily, that which you are promised is surely true.) (6. And 
verily, Ad-Din is sure to occur.) (7. By the heaven full of Hubuk,) (8. Certainly, you have 
different ideas.) (9. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) (10. Cursed be Al- 
Kharrasun) (11. Who are under a cover of Sahun,) (12. They ask: "When will be the Day of Ad- 
Din") (13. (It will be) a Day when they will be Yuftanun in the Fire!) (14. "Taste you your trial! 
This is what you used to ask to be hastened!") 

Affirming the News of the Resurrection The Commander of the 

faithful, 

AM bin Abi Talib may Allah be pleased with him, ascended the Minbar in Kufah and declared, 
"Any Ayah in the Book of Allah the Exalted and any Sunnah from Allah's Messenger you ask me 
about today, I will explain them." Ibn Al-Kawwa stood up and said, "O Leader of the faithful! 
What isthe meaning of Allah's statement, 



(By the scattering Dhariyat)," and x AM said, "The wind." The man asked, 



"(And the laden Hamilat)" ' AM said, "The clouds." The man again asked, 



"(And the steady Jariyat)" * AM said, "The ships." The man asked, 



"(And the distributors of command)" ' AM said, it refers to "The angels." Some scholars said that 
Al-Jariyat Yusra refers to the stars that float in their orbits with ease. This would mean that 
the things mentioned were ascendant in their order, beginning with the lower, then mentioning 
the higher one after that, etc. The winds bring the clouds, the stars are above them and the 
angels who distribute by Allah's order are above that, and they descend with Allah's legislative 
orders and the decrees He determines. These Ayat contain a vow from Allah that Resurrection 
shall come to pass. Allah's statement, 



(Verily, that which you are promised is surely true.), it is a truthful promise, 



(And verily, Ad- Din) the Recompense, 



(will occur), it will surely come to pass. Then Allah the Exalted said, 



(By the heaven full of Hubuk,) Ibn 'Abbas said; "Full of beauty, grace, magnificence and 
perfection." Mujahid, 'Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Abu Salih, As-Suddi, Qatadah, 
' Atiyah Al-' Awfi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and others said similarly. Ad-Dahhak, Al-Minhal bin 'Amr 
and others said, "The meandering of the water, sand and plants when the wind passes over 
them; carving paths out of them, that is the Hubuk." All of these sayings return to the same 
meaning, that of beauty and complexity. The sky is high above us, clear yet thick, firmly 
structured, spacious and graceful, beautified with stars such as the sun and orbiting planets 
such as the moon and the planets of the solar system. 



The Differing Claims of the Idolators 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Certainly, you have different ideas.) Allah says, 'you disbelievers who deny the Messengers 
have different and confused opinions that do not connect or conform to each other.' Qatadah 
commented on the Ayah, "You have different ideas about the Qur'an. Some of you agree that it 
is true while some others deny this fact." Allah said, 



(Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) Allah says, these confused and different 
opinions only fool those who are inwardly misguided. Surely, such falsehood is accepted, 
embraced and it becomes the source of confusion only for those who are misguided and 
originally liars, the foolswho have no sound comprehension, as Allah said, 



(So, verily you and those whom you worship cannot lead astray, except those who are 
predetermined to burn in Hell !)(37: 1 61 -1 63) Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and 
As-Suddi said: 



(Turned aside therefrom is he who isturned aside.) "He who is misguided is led astray from it. 
Allah said; 



(Cursed be Al-Kharrasun), Mujahid said; "The liars. This is similar to what is mentioned in 
(Surah) ' Abasa: 



(Be cursed man! How ungrateful he is!) (80: 17) Al-Kharrasun are those who claim that they will 
never be brought back to life, doubting the coming of Resurrection." Al i bin Abi Talhah 
reported from Ibn ' Abbas; 



(Cursed be Al-Kharrasun), "Cursed be the doubters." Mu' adh said similarly, may Allah be 
pleased with him. During one of his speeches he said, "Destroyed be the doubters." Qatadah 
said, "Al-Kharrasun are the people of doubt and suspicion." Allah said; 



(Who are under a cover of Sahun,) Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said; 
"In disbelief and doubt, they are heedless and playful." Allah said, 



(They ask: "When will be the Day of Ad-Din") They utter this statement in denial, stubbornness, 
doubt and suspicion. Allah the Exalted replied, 



((It will be) a Day when they will be Yuftanun in the Fire!) Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and 
several others said that Yuftanun means punished. Mujahid said: "Just as gold is forged in the 
fire." A group of others also including Mujahid, x Ikrimah, Ibrahim An-Nakha* i, Zayd bin Aslam, 
and Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, "They will be burnt." 



(Taste you your trial!), Mujahid said, "Your burning" while others said, "Your punishment." 



(This is what you used to ask to be hastened!) This will be said admonishing, chastising, 
humiliating and belittling them. Allah knows best. 



(15. Verily, those who have Taqwa will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs,) (16. Taking joy 
in the things which their Lord has given them. Verily, they were before this doers of good.) (17. 
They used to sleep but little by night.) (18. And in the hours before dawn, they were asking for 
forgiveness.) (19. And in their wealth there wasthe right of the Sa'il and the Mahrum.) (20. And 
on the earth are signs for those who have faith with certainty.) (21. And also in yourselves. Will 
you not then see (22. And in the heaven is your provision, and that which you are promised.) 
(23. Then by the Lord of the heaven and the earth, it is the truth, just as you can speak.) 



Qualities of Those Who have Taqwa and Their Reward 

Allah the Exalted informs about those who have Taqwa, that on the Day of their Return they 
will be amidst gardens and springs. To the contrary the miserable ones will be amidst torment, 
punishment, fire and chains. Allah said, 



(Taking joy in the things which their Lord has given them.) His statement; 



(Taking) describes the state of the people of Taqwa in the midst of gardens and springs. They 
will receive what their Lord gives them, meaning, delight, happiness and favors. Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(Verily, they were before that), in the life of the world, 



(gooddoers) As He said: 



(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!) (69: 24) Allah 
the Exalted described the good actsthat they performed, 



(They used to sleep but little at night.) The scholars of Tafsir have two opinions about this: 



The First Opinion 

The first is that, they used to spend a little part of every night awake. Ibn 'Abbas said, "Every 
night, they would worship Allah, even during a little part of the night." Qatadah narrated that 
Mutarrif bin ' Abdullah said, "Hardly a night would pass by them that they did not pray to Allah 
the Exalted and Most Honored, either in the beginning, or the middle of it." Mujahid said, "Only 
a few nights, if any, would they sleep through the night until the morning without praying 
Tahajjud." Qatadah said similarly. Anas bin Malik and Abu AI-' Aliyah said, "They used to pray 
between Al-Maghrib and Al-' Isha'." The Second Opinion They used to spend a little part of the 
night in sleep. This was preferred by Ibn Jarir. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: 



(They used to sleep but little by night), "They performed voluntary night prayer and would not 
sleep during the night except a little. They were active and would continue until they were 
seeking forgiveness right before dawn." ' Abdullah bin Salam said, "When the Messenger of Allah 
arrived at Al-Madinah, people quickly gathered around him and I was among them. When I saw 
his face, I knew that it was not the face of a liar. The first statement I heard from him was, 

» 



« 



(0 people! Feed with food, keep relations to kith and kin, spread the Salam, pray at night 
while people are asleep, and you will enter Paradise in peace.)" Imam Ahmad recorded that 
" Abdullah bin ' Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, there are lofty rooms in Paradise in which their outside can be seen from inside and 
their inside from the outside.) Abu Musa Al-Asff ari said, "Who are they for, Allah's 
Messenger" He said, 



» 



« 



(For those who use soft speech, feed food and spend the night in voluntary prayer while people 
are asleep.) Allah said: 



(And in the hours before dawn, they were asking for forgiveness.) Mujahid and several others 
said: "They were performing Salah." Others said that they would stand in prayer during the 
night and delayed asking Allah for forgiveness until the latter hours before dawn. As Allah, the 
Exalted the Blessed, said; 



(And those who seek forgiveness during the last hours of the night. )(3:17); This is because it is 
better if asking for forgiveness is done while praying. It is confirmed in the Sahih collections as 
well as others, from several Companions, that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Allah, the Most High, descends each night to the lowest heaven when the last third of the 
night remains. He says, "Is there anyone who is repenting so that I may accept his repentance Is 
there anyone seeking forgiveness, so that I may forgive him Is there anyone asking of Me, so 
that I may grant him his request" until Fajr begins.) Many of the scholars of Tafsir said that 
when the Prophet Ya' qub said to his sons: 



(I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you)(12:98), he delayed doing so until the hours before 
dawn. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And in their wealth there was the right of the Sa'il and the Mahrum.) After Allah mentioned 
their quality of performing prayer, He then mentioned their quality of spending in charity and 
acts of compassion and kindness, 



(And in their wealth there was the right), a designated part which they dedicated to the Sa'il 
and Mahrum. The Sa'il is the poor who begs others, and he has a due right. As for the Mahrum, 
Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said, "He is the poor person who does not receive a stipend." Meaning 
he does not receive a stipend from the Muslim treasury, nor does he have a means of income, 
nor a profession. The Mother of the faithful, x A'ishah may Allah be pleased with her, said about 
the Mahrum, "He is the displaced, the one who does not have a profession to easily earn an 
income from." Qatadah and Az-Zuhri: "The Mahrum is the one who does not ask the people for 
anything." Az-Zuhri added that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The poor (Miskin) is not the one who goes round to the people and asks them for a mouthful or 
two or a date or two. But the poor is the one who does not have enough to satisfy his needs 
and whose condition is not known to others, so that others may give him something in charity.) 
This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs using another chain of narration. 



Allah's Signs on the Earth and in Mankind 

Allah the Exalted and the Blessed said next, 



(And on the earth are signs for those who have faith with certainty.) Allah says that there are 
signs on earth that testify to the might of the Creator and His boundless ability. These signs 
include what Allah placed on the earth, the various plants, animals, valleys, mountains, 
deserts, rivers and oceans. He also created mankind with different languages, colors, 
intentions and abilities, and a variety among them, differences in the power of understanding 
and comprehension, their deeds, and ultimately earning happiness or misery. Allah put every 
organ in their bodies in its rightful place where they most need it to be. So He said 



(And also in yourselves. Will you not then see) Qatadah commented, "He who thinks about his 
own creation will realize that he was created with flexible joints so that it is easy for him to 
perform actsof worship." Allah the Exalted said next, 



(And in the heaven is your provision,) meaning, rain, 



(and that which you are promised.) meaning Paradise. Thiswassaid by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and 
several others. Allah said: 



(Then by the Lord of the heaven and the earth, it is the truth, just as you can speak.) Allah is 
swearing by His honorable Self, all of the matters of the Judgement, Resurrection, and 
Recompense that they have been promised shall certainly occur. Therefore, it is the truth, 
there being no doubt about it, so do not doubt its coming, just as you do not doubt that you 
can speak When he would talk to one of his friends, Mu adh used to say: "What I am saying is as 
true as your being here." 



(24. Has the story reached you, of the honored guests of Ibrahim) (25. When they came in to 
him and said: "Salaman!" He answered: "Salamun" and said: "You are a people unknown to me.") 
(26. Then he turned to his household, and brought out a roasted calf.) (27. And placed it 
before them (saying): "Will you not eat") (28. Then he conceived fear of them (when they ate 
not). They said: "Fear not." And they gave him glad tidings of a son having knowledge.) (29. 
Then his wife came forward with a loud voice; she smote her face, and said: "A barren old 
woman!") (30. They said: "Even so says your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower.") 



The Guests of the Prophet Ibrahim 

We mentioned this story before in Surah Hud and Al-Hijr. Allah said, 



(Has the story reached you, of the honored guests of Ibrahim), whom Ibrahim honored and who, 



(they said: "Salaman!" He answered: "Salamun. 



(When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with what is better than it, or return it 
equally. )(4:86) 3d the Friend of Allah chose a better reply in return for their greeting, 
implementing Allah's command: Reciprocating the greeting with the term Salamun is stronger 
than the greeting using the term Salaman. The three angels; Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil came to 
Ibrahim in the image of handsome young wonderfully graceful men. This is why Ibrahim said, 



(You are a people unknown to me.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then he turned to his household,) Ibrahim discretely went inside in haste, 



(and brought out a roasted calf.) from the best of his menu, And in another Ayah 



(And he hastened to entertain them with a roasted calf.) (11:69) means roasted on hot coals 



(And placed it before them), brought it close to them, 



(Saying, "Will you not eat") Ibrahim said this polite and kind statement to his guests, and surely, 
this Ayah indicates proper manners for honoring guests. For he brought the food to his guests 
quickly, while they were unaware that it was being prepared for them. He did not first mention 
this favor to them by saying, "We will make food for you." Rather, he discretely had it prepared 
and placed before them. He prepared the best kind of food he had, a young, fat roasted calf. 
He did not place the food far from them and invite them to come close to it to eat. Rather, he 
placed it close to them and refrained from ordering them to eat. Instead he invited them using 
a kind and subtle invitation, 



(Will you not eat) This statement is similar to one of us saying to a guest, "Would you be kind 
and generousto do such and such" Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then he conceived fear of them.) this Ayah is explained by Allah's statement, 



(But when he saw their hands went not towards it, he mistrusted them, and felt a sense of fear 
of them. They said: "Fear not, we have been sent against the people of Lut." And his wife was 
standing (there), and she laughed. )(11:70-71), meaning, she was glad that the people of Lut 
would be destroyed on account of their rebellion and transgression against Allah, the Exalted. 
This is when the angels delivered the good news to her of a son, Ishaq, and Ya' qub after Ishaq, 



(She said: "Woe unto me! Shall I bear a child while I am an old woman, and here is my husband 
an old man Verily, this is a strange thing!" They said, "Do you wonder at the decree of Allah The 
mercy of Allah and His blessings be on you, family of the house. Surely, He (Allah) is All- 
Praiseworthy, All-Glorious. ")(1 1:72-73) Allah said here; 



(And they gave him glad tidings of a son having knowledge.) This news was as good to Ibrahim 
as it was to his wife, for this son would be theirs, and therefore, they both were getting some 
good news. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then his wife came forward with a loud voice), She screamed loudly, according to Ibn " Abbas, 
Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, Ath-Thawri and As-Suddi. She said 
when she shouted, 



(Ah! Woe to me!)(25:28), then, 



(she smote her face,) meaning, she struck herself upon her forehead, according to Mujahid and 
Ibn Sabit. Ibn ' Abbas said that she smacked her face just as women do when confronted with 
an amazing thing, 



(and said: "A barren old woman!") meaning, "How can I give birth while I am an old woman And 
even when I was young I was barren and could not have children," 



(They said: "Even so says your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower"), " He is t he All- 
Knower of the honor that you are worthy of and He is the most Wise in His statements and 
decisions.' 



(31. (Ibrahim) said: "Then for what purpose you have come, messengers") (32. They said: "We 
have been sent to a people who are criminals.") (33. "To send down upon them stones of clay.") 
(34. "Marked by your Lord for transgressors.") (35. So We brought out from therein the 
believers.) (36. But We found not there any household of the Muslims except one.) (37. And We 
have left there a sign for those who fear the painful torment.) 



The Angels were sent to destroy the People of the Prophet Lut 

Allah the Exalted said about Ibrahim, peace be upon him, 



(Then when the fear had gone away from (Ibrahim), and the glad tidings had reached him, he 
began to plead with Us for the people of Lut. Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt forbearing, 
used to invoke Allah with humility, and was repentant. "O Ibrahim! Forsake this. Indeed, the 
commandment of your Lord has gone forth. Verily, there will come a torment for them which 
cannot be turned back. ")(1 1:74-76) Allah said here, 



((Ibrahim) said: "Then for what purpose you have come, messengers") meaning, 'what is the 
mission that you were sent with,' 



(They said: "We have been sent to a people who are criminals.") in reference to the people of 
Lut, 



(To send down upon them stones of baked clay, marked), or written, 



(by your Lord for transgressors.) recorded with Allah to their names; each stone has the name 
of its companion. Allah said in Surat Al-' Ankabut, 



((Ibrahim) said: "But there is Lut in it." They said: "We know better who isthere. We will verily 
save him and his family except his wife: she will be of those who remain behind. ")(29:32), and 
said here, 



(So We brought out from therein the believers.) they are: Lut and hisfamily, except hiswife, 



(But We found not there any household of the Muslims except one.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(And We have left there a sign for those who fear the painful torment.) meaning, 'We left a 
proof of the punishment, torment and stones made of Si j j i I (baked clay) that We sent on them; 
We made their dwelling place a putrid, evil, dead sea. This should provide a lesson for the 
believers,' 



(for those who fear the painful torment. 



(38. And in Musa, when We sent him to Fir" awn with a manifest authority.) (39. But (he) turned 
away along with his hosts, and said: "A sorcerer or a madman.") (40. Sb We took him and his 
armies, and dumped them into the sea (Yamm), for he was blameworthy.) (41. And in " Ad 
when We sent against them the barren wind;) (42. It spared nothing that it reached, but blew 
it into broken spreads of rotten ruins.) (43. And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy 
yourselves for a while!") (44. But they insolently defied the command of their Lord, so the 
Sa" iqah overtook them while they were looking.) (45. Then they were unable to rise up, nor 
could they help themselves.) (46. (3d were) the people of Nuh before them. Verily, they were a 
people who were rebellious.) 



Lessons from the Destruction of Fir awn, ' Ad, Thamud, and the 

People of Nuh 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(And in Musa, when We sent him to Fir" awn with a manifest authority.) meaning, with clear 
proof and plain evidence, 



(But he turned away along with his hosts,) meaning, in rebellion and arrogance, Fir" awn turned 
away from the plain truth that Musa was sent with, 



(Bending his neck in pride, and leading (others) too (far) astray from the path of Allah. )(22:9 ), 
meaning turning away from truth in arrogance, 



(and said: "A sorcerer, or a madman.") meaning Fir' awn said to Musa, "With regards to the 
message that you brought me, you are either a magician or a madman." Allah the Exalted 
replied, 



(So We took him and his armies, and dumped them), meaning * We threw them, 



(into the Yamm), into the sea, 



(for he was blameworthy.) meaning, Fir" awn was a denying sinner and a stubborn disbeliever 
worthy of blame. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And in ' Ad when We sent against them the barren wind) that destroys everything and produces 
nothing. This was said by Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others. Allah's statement, 



(It spared nothing that it reached,) meaning, everything that the wind could destroy, 



(but blew it into broken spreads of rotten ruins.) meaning, made it just like a rotten and 
destroyed. Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib and others commented on: 



(when We sent against them the barren wind), "Southerly winds." However, there is a Hadith in 
the Sahih from Shu' bah bin Al-Hakam, from Mujahid, from Ibn " Abbas, who said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(I have been made victorious with the Saba (easterly wind), and the people of 'Ad were 
destroyed with the Dabur (westerly wind).) Allah saying, 



(And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy yourselves for a while!") is just as He said in 
another Ayah, 



(And as for Thamud, We guided them to the path of truth, but they preferred blindness to 
guidance; so the Sa' iqah of disgracing torment seized them.) (41:17) Allah said here, 



(And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy yourselves for awhile!" But they insolently defied 
the command of their Lord, so the Sa' iqah overtook them while they were looking.) Thamud 
were given a respite for three days, during which they await the torment. In the early morning 
of the fourth day, the torment overtook them, 



(Then they were unable to rise up,) they were unable to escape and run away from it, 



(nor could they help themselves.) nor could they save themselves from the torment that befell 
them. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



((So were) the people of Nuh before them.) meaning, 'We destroyed the people of Nuh before 
these people (Fif awn, ' Ad and Thamud).' 



(Verily, they were a people who were revellious.) We mentioned these stories in details before 
in the Tafsir of several other Surahs. 



(47. With Hands We constructed the heaven. Verily, We are able to expand the vastness of 
space thereof.) (48. And We have made the earth a Firash; how excellent spreader (thereof) 
are We!) (49. And of everything We have created pairs, that you may remember.) (50. So, flee 
to Allah. Verily, I am a plain warner to you from Him.) (51. And set not up any other god along 
with Allah. Verily, I am a plain warner to you from Him.) 



Proofs of Allah's Oneness abound in the Creation of the Heavens 

and the Earth 

Allah reminds us of the creating of the higher and lower worlds, 



(We constructed the heaven.) meaning, x We made it as a high roof, protected from falling,' 



(with Hands), meaning, with strength, according to 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, 
Ath-Thawri and several others, 



(Verily, We are able to extend the vastness of space thereof.) means, " We made it vast and We 
brought its roof higher without pillars to support it, and thus it is hanging independently.' 



(And We have made the earth a Firash), meaning, 'We have made it a resting place for the 
created,' 



(how excellent a spreader (thereof) are We!), meaning, ' We spread it for its inhabitants, 



(And of everything We have created pairs,) meaning, all the created are in pairs, the heaven 
and earth, night and day, sun and moon, land and sea, light and darkness, faith and disbelief, 
death and life, misery and happiness, Paradise and Fire, in addition to the animals and plants. 
The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(that you may remem- ber.) and know that the Creator, Allah, is One without partners, 



(So, flee to Allah.) meaning, seek shelter with Him and trust in Him in all of your affairs, 



(Verily, I am a plain warner to you from Him. And set not up any other god along with Allah, 
do not associate any partners with Him, 



(Verily, I am a plain warner to you from Him.) 



(52. Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a 
madman!") (53. Have they transmitted this saying to these Nay, they are themselves a people 
transgressing beyond bounds!) (54. Sb turn away from them, you are not blameworthy.) (55. 
And remind, for verily, the reminding profits the believers.) (56. And I created not the Jinn and 
mankind except that they should worship Me.) (57. I seek not any provision from them nor do I 
ask that they should feed Me.) (58. Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of power, the Most 
9rong.) (59. And verily, for those who do wrong, there is a portion of torment like to the evil 
portion of torment (which came for) their likes (of old); so let them not ask Me to hasten on!) 
(60. Then woe to those who disbelieve from their Day which they have been promised.) 



All Messengers met the Same Type of Denial from Their Nations 

Allah comforts His Prophet by saying to Him, 'just as these idolators denied you, the 
disbelievers of old used the same words with their Messengers,' 



(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!") 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(Have they transmitted this saying to these), meaning, have those of the past taught these 
words to the people of the present 



(Nay, they are themselves a people transgressing beyond bounds!) They are tyrannical people 
whose hearts are the same. Therefore, the latter said the same as those before them have 
said. Allah the Exalted said, 



(So turn away from them,) meaning, ' Muhammad, turn away from the Quraysh idolators,' 



(you are not blameworthy.) meaning, ' We blame you not if you turn away from them,' 



(And remind, for verily, the reminding profits the believers.) meaning, for only the believing 
hearts benefit from being reminded. 



Allah Only created Mankind and Jinnsto worship Him Alone 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



(And I created not the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me.) meaning, "I, 
Allah, only created them so that I order them to worship Me, not that I need them.' ' Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas commented on the Ayah, 



(...except that they should worship Me.) meaning, "So that they worship Me, willingly or 
unwillingly." Allah the Exalted said, 



(I seek not any provision from them nor do I ask that they should feed Me. Verily, Allah is the 
All-Provider, Owner of power, the Most 9rong.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah taught the following: ( ) ' Verily, I am 

the Provider, Owner of power, the Most 9rong.' Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih. " The meaning of this Ayah (51:56) is 
that, Allah the Exalted, the Blessed created the creatures so that they worship Him Alone 



without partners. Those who obey Him will be rewarded with the best rewards, while those 
who disobey Him will receive the worst punishment from Him. Allah stated that He does not 
need creatures, but rather, they are in need of Him in all conditions. He is alone their Creator 
and Provider. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Exalted said, "0 Son of Adam! Busy yourself in worshipping Me, and I will fill your 
chest with riches and dissipate your meekness. Otherwise, I will fill your chest with distracting 
affairs and will not do away with your meekness.") At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah collected this 
Hadith and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(And verily, for those who do wrong, there is a portion), indicates that they will receive their 
due share of the torment, 



(like the evil portion (which came for) their likes (of old); so let them not ask Me to hasten on!) 
let them not ask that the punishment is rushed to them, for it will surely come, 



(Then woe to those who disbelieve from their Day which they have been promised.) meaning, 
the Day of Resurrection. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Adh-Dhariyat; all praise is due to 
Allah and all the favors come from Him Alone. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Tur 

(Chapter - 52) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Malik narrated that Jubayr bin Muf im said, "I heard the Prophet reciting Surat At-Tur while 
praying Maghrib. Surely, I have never heard a more beautiful voice or recitation than his 
recitation." This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs using a chain of narration that includes 
Malik. Al-Bukhari recorded that Umm Salamah said, "I complained of being ill to the Messenger 
of Allah , and he said, 



« » 

(Perform Tawaf (of the Ka' bah) behind the crowd, while you are riding.) So, I performed Tawaf 
while the Messenger of Allah was praying beside the House, reciting At-Tur." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the Tur) (2. And the Book inscribed) (3. In parchment unrolled.) (4. And by Al-Bayt Al- 
Ma' mur.) (5. And the roof raised high.) (6. And by the sea that is Masjur.) (7. Verily, the 
torment of your Lord will surely come to pass.) (8. There is none that can avert it.) (9. On the 
Day when Tamur the heaven Mawr,) (10. And Tasir the mountains Sayr.) (11. Then woe that 
Day to those who denied.) (12. Those who were, in their falsehood, playing.) (13. The Day 
when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.) 
(14. This is the Fire which you used to deny.) (15. Is this magic or do you not see) (16. Enter 
therein and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same. You are only 
being requited for what you used to do.) 



Allah swears that the Coming of Torment is Near 

Allah swears by His creation, a testimony to His great ability, that His torment will surely befall 
His enemies; they will have no way of escaping it. At-Tur isthe mount that hastrees, similar to 
the mount where Allah spoke to Musa, while Musa was on it, and the mount on which Allah 
started the prophethood of ' Isa. A mount that does not have trees is called Jabal, not Tur. 
Allah said, 



(And by the Book inscribed), it is said that it means Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz, (the Preserved Table). 
It is also said that is refers to the divinely revealed inscribed Books that people recite, and this 
is why Allah said, 



(In parchment unrolled. And by Al-Bayt Al-Ma' mur.) In the Two Sahihs it is confirmed that the 
Messenger of Allah said in the Hadith about Al-lsra', after ascending to the seventh heaven: 



» 



« 

(Then, I was taken to Al-Bayt Al-Ma' mur. It is visited every day by seventy thousand angels who 
will not come back to visit it again.) The angels worship Allah in Al-Bayt Al-Ma'mur and 
perform Tawaf around it just as the people of the earth perform Tawaf around the Ka' bah. Al- 
Bayt Al-Ma' mur is the Kabbah of those who reside in the seventh heaven. During the Isra' 
journey, the Prophet saw Ibrahim Al-Khalil, who was reclining with his back on Al-Bayt Al- 
Ma' mur. It was Ibrahim who built the Ka' bah on earth, and surely, the reward is compatible 
with the action. Al-Bayt Al-Ma' mur is parallel to the Ka' bah; every heaven has its own house of 
worship, which is also the direction of prayer for its residents. The house that is located in the 
lower heaven, is called Bayt Al-' Izzah. And Allah knows best. The statement of Allah the 
Exalted, 



(And by the roof raised high.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Shu' bah, and Abu Al-Ahwas, all narrated 
from Simak, from Khalid bin " aV arah, from Al i bin Abi Talib: 



(And by the roof raised high) "Meaning the heaven." Sufyan added, "Then " AM recited, 



(And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded. Yet they turn away from its 
signs.)(21:32)" Smilar was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibn Jurayj, Ibn Zayd and 
preferred by Ibn Jarir. The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(And by the sea that is Masjur.) The majority say it refers to the oceans of the earth. Masjur, 
means, the sea will be kindled with fire on the Day of Resurrection just as Allah said in another 
Ayah, 



(And when the seas become as blazing f i re. ) (81 :6) i.e., it will be kindled with fire and become 
a raging fire that surrounds the people in the gathering area, this was reported by Sa' id bin Al- 
Musayyib from Al i bin Abi Talib. It was also reported from Ibn 'Abbas, and it is the view of 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, 'Abdullah bin ' Ubayd bin " Umayr and others. Qatadah said, "Masjur 
is the ' filled sea.'" Ibn Jarir preferred this explanation saying, "The sea is not lit with fire now, 
so it is filled." Allah's statement; 



(Verily, the torment of your Lord will surely come to pass.) contains the subject of the vow, 
indicating that Historment will surely strike the disbelievers, as Allah stated in another Ayah; 



(There is none that can avert it.) indicating that when Allah decides to send the torment upon 
them, none can prevent it or stop it from striking them. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya 
recorded that Ja' f ar bin Zayd AI-'Abdi said, "One night, in Al-Madinah, ' Umar went out 
investigating the welfare of Muslims and passed by the house of a man who was standing in 
voluntary prayer. " Umar stood quietly, listening to his recitation; the man was reciting, 



(By At-Tur), until he reached the Ayah, 



(Verily, the torment of your Lord will surely come to pass. There is none that can avert it.) 
' Umar said, ' By the Lord of the Ka' bah, this is a true vow.' " Umar dismounted his donkey and 
sat next to a wall for a while. He then went back to his house and fell ill for a month. During 
his illness, the people would visit him, not knowing what caused his illness." May Allah be 
pleased with " Umar. 



Describing the Day of Torment, the Day of Resurrection 

Allah said; 



(On the Day when Tamur the heaven Mawr) Ibn 'Abbas and Qatadah said: "Shaking violently." 
Also from ibn 'Abbas, "Split." Mujahid said: "Spin violently." Ad-Dahhak commented on the 
Ayah, saying, "The earth will violently spin and move by the command of Allah, and its areas 
will violently move towards each other." This was preferred by Ibn Jarir, because of the 
meaning of the word, Mawra, which denotes meanings of spinning and shaking. Allah said, 



(And Tasir the mountains will Sayr.) will fade away and become scattered particles of dust 
blown away by the wind, 



(Then woe that Day to those who denied), woe to them that Day as a result of Allah'storment, 
punishment and affliction that He will direct at them, 



(Those who were in their falsehood, playing.) meaning, they live in this life in falsehood and 
make the religion the subject of their mockery and jest, 



(The Day when they will be pushed down by force) meaning, they will be violently driven and 
shoved, 



(to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.) Mujahid, Ash-Sha' bi, Muhammad bin 
Ka' b, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Ath-Thawri said that this Ayah means, "They will be violently 
shoved into the Fire." Allah said, 



(This is the Fire, which you used to deny.) meaning, the angels of punishment will say these 
wordsto them, while admonishing and chastising them, 



(Is this magic or do you not see Enter therein) meaning, enter the Fire, ' which will encircle you 
from every direction,' 



(and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same.) 'whether you endure 
itstorment and afflictions or not, you will never avert it or be saved from it,' 



(You are only being requited for what you used to do.) and surely, Allah is never unjust with 
anyone. Most certainly, Allah recompenses each according to their deeds. 



(17. Verily, those who have Taqwa will be in Gardens and Delight.) (18. Enjoying in that which 
their Lord has bestowed on them, and (the fact that) their Lord saved them from the torment 
of the blazing Fire.) (19. "Eat and drink with happiness because of what you used to do.") (20. 
They will recline on thrones Masfufah. And We shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide 
lovely eyes.) 



Description of the Destination of the Happy 

Allah the Exalted described the destination of the happy ones, 



(Verily, those who have Taqwa will be in Gardens and Delight.) in contrast to the torment and 
punishment of the miserable; 



(Enjoying in that which their Lord has bestowed on them,) meaning, enjoying the varioustypes 
of delight that Allah has granted them therein, such as various types of foods, drinks, clothes, 
dwelling places, mounts, and so forth, 



(and (the fact that) their Lord saved them from the torment of the blazing Fire.) He saved 
them from the torment of the Fire, which is a bounty itself. Added to this blessing is the fact 
that they were entered into Paradise, which has delights that no eye has ever seen, no ear has 
ever heard, nor has a heart ever imagined. The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



("Eat and drink with happiness because of what you used to do") is similar to another of His 
statements, 



(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!) (69: 24) meaning 
this is the just reward for your deeds; surely, all this is a favor from Allah and a reward from 
Him. Allah the Exalted said, 



(They will recline (with ease) on thrones Masfufah.) Ath-Thawri reported from Husayn, from 
Mujahid, from Ibn Abbas: "Thrones in howdahs." And the meaning of, (Masfufah) istheywill be 
facing each other, 



(Facing one another on thrones.)(37:44) Allah said next, 



(And We shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes.) We made for them 
righteous spouses, beautiful wives from Al-Hur AI-* Ayn. We mentioned the description of Al- 
Hur AI-' Ayn in several other places in this Tafsir, and therefore, it is not necessary to repeat 
their description here. 



(21. And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join 
their offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything. Every person 
is a pledge for that which he has earned.) (22. And We shall provide them with fruit and meat 
such as they desire.) (23. There they shall pass from hand to hand a cup, free from any idle 
talk, and free from sin.) (24. And there will go round boy-servants of theirs, to serve them as if 
they were preserved pearls.) (25. And some of them draw near to others, questioning.) (26. 
Saying: "Aforetime, we were afraid in the midst of our families.") (27. "So Allah has been 
gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.") (28. "Verily, We used to invoke 
Him before. Verily, He isthe Most Subtle, the Most Merciful.") 



The Offspring of Righteous Believers will be elevated to Their 

Grades in Paradise 

In this Ayah, Allah the Exalted affirms His favor, generosity, graciousness, compassion and 
beneficence towards His creation. When the offspring of the righteous believers imitate their 
parents regarding faith, Allah will elevate the latter to the ranks of the former, even though 
the latter did not perform deeds as goodly as their parents. Allah will comfort the eyes of the 
parents by seeing their offspring elevated to their grades. Surely, Allah will gather them 
together in the best manner, and He will not decrease the reward or the grades of those higher 
in rank for joining them together, hence His statement, 



(to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in 
anything.) Ath-Thawri reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Verily, Allah elevates the ranks of the 
believers' offspring to rank of their parents, even though the latter have not performed as well 
as the former, so that the eyes of the parents are comforted." Ibn ' Abbas then recited this 
Ayah, 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join their 
offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.) Ibn Jarir and Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded this statement from Sufyan Ath-Thawri from Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn Abi Hatim also 
recorded that Ibn " Abbas commented on Allah's statement, 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join their 
offspring.) saying, "They are the offspring of the believers who died on the faith. If the ranks of 
their parents are higher than their ranks, they will be joined with their parents. No part of the 
reward their parents received for their good deeds will be reduced for them." * Abdullah, son of 
Imam Ahmad, recorded that 'AM said, "Khadijah asked the Prophet about two of her children 
who died during the time of Jahiliyyah, and the Messenger of Allah said; 

« » 

(They are both in the Fire.) When he saw sadness on her face, he said, 

« » 

(If you saw their dwelling place, you would hate them.) She said, " Allah's Messenger! What 
about my children with you.' He said, 

« » 

(They are in Paradise.) The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Verily, the believers and their offspring will dwell in Paradise, while the idolators and their 
offspring will dwell in the Hellf ire.) The Prophet then recited the Ayah, 



(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith...)" Certainly, it is Allah's 
grace and favor that He grants the children this blessing because of the good deeds of their 
parents. He also grants His favor to parents on account of their offspring invoking Allah for 
them. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, Allah shall elevate the grade of a righteous servant in Paradise, who will ask, "0 Lord! 
How did I earn this" Allah will reply, "Through your son's invoking Me to forgive you.") This 
Hadith has an authentic chain of narration, but it was not recorded in the Sahih this way. 
However, there is a witnessing narration for it in Sahih Muslim, from the Hadith of Abu 
Hurayrah, who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(When the Son of Adam dies, his record of deeds will cease except in three cases: an ongoing 
charity, knowledge that people are benefiting from and a righteous son who invokes Allah for 
him.) 



Allah is Just with the Sinners 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.) After Allah mentioned His favor of 
elevating the offspring to the ranks of their parents, even though the deeds of the former did 
not qualify them, He affirmed His fairness in that, He does not punish anyone for the mistakes 
of others, 



(Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.) Therefore, every person will be 
responsible for his actions. No sin committed by others shall ever be added to one's load, even 
if committed by his or her parents or offspring. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those on the Right. In Gardens, they 
will ask one another about the criminals.)(74:38-41) 



Description of the Khamr of Paradise and the Delight of its Dwellers 

Allah said, 



(And We shall provide them with fruit and meat such as they desire.) meaning, " We shall 
provide them with various types and kinds of fruits and meat, whatever they wish for and 
desire,' 



(There they shall pass from hand to hand a cup,) meaning, of wine, according to Ad-Dahhak, 



(free from any Laghw, and free from Ta'thim) meaning, when they drink, they do not say any 
idle, vain words or utter dirty, sinful speech like the drunken people in this life do. Ibn ' Abbas 
said that Laghw means 'falsehood' while Ta'thim means 'lying'. Mujahid said, "They do not 
curse each other nor sin." Qatadah said, "These were the consequences of drinking in this life, 
and Shaytan helped in this regard. Allah purified the wine of the Hereafter from the ills and 
harm caused by the wine of this life." Therefore, Allah has purified the wine of the Hereafter 



from causing headaches, stomachaches and intoxication like the wine of this life. Allah stated 
that wine of the Hereafter shall not cause those who drink it to utter false, vain words that 
carry no benefit, full of foolishness and evil. Allah also described the wine of the Hereafter as 
beautiful in appearance, tasty and fruitful, 



(White, delicious to the drinkers. Neither will they have Ghawl from that nor will they suffer 
intoxication therefrom. )(37:46-47) and, 



(Wherefrom they will get neither nay aching of the head nor any intoxication. )(56:19) Allah the 
Exalted said here, 



(There they shall pass from hand to hand a (wine) cup, free from any Laghw, and free from 
sin.) Allah said, 



(And there will go round boy-servants of theirs to serve them as if they were preserved pearls.) 
This is a description of the servants and aids, the believers will have in Paradise. Their servants 
will be beautiful, graceful in appearance, clean and neat as well-preserved pearls, 



(Immortal boys will go around them with cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.) (56: 17- 18) 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(And some of them draw near to others, questioning.) meaning, the believers will draw near to 
each other talking and remembering their actions and conditions in this life, just as people in 
this life talk while drinking, especially when they become intoxicated, 



(Saying: "Aforetime, we were afraid in the midst of our families.") meaning, 'in the life of 
world and in the midst of our families, we were afraid of our Lord and fearful of His torment 
and punishment,' 



(So Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.) meaning, 
x He has granted us a favor and saved us from what we feared,' 



(Verily, We used to invoke Him before.) meaning, 'we used to invoke Him with submission and 
humility, and He accepted our invocation and gave us what we wished,' 



(Verily, He isthe Most Subtle, the Most Merciful.) 



(29. Therefore, remind. By the grace of Allah, you are neither a Kahin nor a madman.) (30. Or 
do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") (31. Say: "Wait! I am with you 
among those who wait!") (32. Or do their minds command them this or are they people 
transgressing all bounds) (33. Or do they say: "He has forged it" Nay! They believe not!) (34. Let 
them then produce a recitation like unto it if they are truthful.) 



Absolving the Prophet of the False Accusations the Idolators made 

against Him 

Allah the Exalted commands His Messenger to convey His Message to His servants and remind 
them of His revelation that has been sent down to him. Next, Allah refutes the false 
accusations that the liars and sinners accused the Prophet of, 



(Therefore, remind. By the grace of Allah, you are neither a Kahin nor a madman.) Allah says, 
'by the grace of Allah, you, O Muhammad, are not a Kahin, as the ignorant Quraysh idolators 
claim.' A Kahin is the soothsayer who receives information from the Jinns that the Jinns are 
able to eavesdrop on news from heaven, 



(nor a madman) whom Shaytan has possessed with insanity. Allah the Exalted said, while 
chastising the pagans for uttering false statements about the Prophet , 



(Or do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") They said, 'We await a 
disaster to strike him, for example, death. We will be patient with him until death comes to 
him and we, thus, get rid of his bother and from his Message.' Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say: "Wait! I am with you among those who wait!") 'wait and I too will wait with you, and you 
will come to know to whom the good end and triumph shall be granted in this life and the 
Hereafter.' Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that 'Abdullah bin Abi Najih said that Mujahid said 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When the Quraysh gathered in the Dar An-Nadwah (their meeting place) 
to discuss the matter of the Prophet, one of them said, 'Jail him in chains. Then we will wait 
and in time, a calamity will strike him; he will die just as the poets before him died, such as 
Zuhayr and An-Nabighah, for he is a poet just like them.' Allah the Exalted said in response to 
their statement, 



(Or do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!")" Allah the Exalted said, 



(Or do their minds command them this), 'do their minds command them to tell these lies 
against you (O Muhammad), even though they know in their hearts that they are untrue and 
false,' 



(or are they people transgressing all bounds) 'surely, they are misguided, stubborn and unjust 
people, and this is why they say what they say about you (0 Muhammad). ' Allah the Exalted 
said, 



(Or do they say: "He has forged it") They said, ' he has forged this Qur'an and brought it from 
his own.' Allah the Exalted responded to them, 



(Nay! They believe not!), meaning, their disbelief drives them to utter these statements, 



(Let them then produce a recitation like unto it if they are truthful.) meaning, if they are 
truthful in their statement that Muhammad has forged this Qur'an and brought it of his own, 
then let them produce something similar to what he has brought forth, as in this Qur'an! And 
even if they combine their strength to that of the people of the earth, Jinnsand mankind alike, 
they will never produce something like the Qur'an, or ten Surahs like it, or even one Surah! 



(35. Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators) (36. Or did they 
create the heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief.) (37. Or are with them the 
treasures of your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like) (38. Or 
have they a stairway (to heaven), by means of which they listen Then let their listener produce 
some manifest proof.) (39. Or has He only daughters and you have sons) (40. Or is it that you 
ask a wage from them so that they are burdened with a load of debt) (41. Or that the Unseen is 
with them, and they write it down) (42. Or do they intend a plot But those who disbelieve are 
themselves plotted against!) (43. Or have they a god other than Allah Glorified be Allah from 
all that they ascribe as partners.) 



Affirming Tawhid and annulling the Plots of the Idolators This is the 
position where Tawhid of Allah's Lordship and Divinity are affirmed. 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators) Allah asks them, were 
they created without a maker or did they create themselves Neither is true. Allah is the One 
Who created them and brought them into existence after they were nothing. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Jubayr bin Muf im said, "I heard the Prophet recite Surat At-Tur in Al-Maghrib 
prayer and when he reached this Ayah, 



(Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators Or did they create the 
heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief. Or are with them the treasures of 
your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like), I felt my heart would 
fly away." This Hadith is collected in the Two Sahihs using various chains of narration. Jubayr 
bin Muf im went to the Messenger of Allah after the battle of Badr to ransom the captured 
idolators. At that time, he was still an idolator. Hearing the Prophet recite this Ayah was one 
of the reasonsthat he later embraced Islam. Allah the Exalted said, o 



(Or did they create the heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief.) meaning, 
Allah is censuring the idolators for their idolatry, while asking them if they created the heavens 
and earth. They knew that Allah Alone isthe Creator without partners with Him. However, they 
fell into idolatry because they had no firm belief, 



(Or are with them the treasures of your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as 
they like) meanings, do they have the authority to do whatever they will in His kingdom Do 
they hold the keys to His treasures in their hands 



(or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like) meanings, are they the tyrants 
who would hold the creation to account Never, Allah the Exalted and Most Honored is the Only 
King and Owner of the existence and He does what He wills. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Or have they a stairway, by means of which they listen.) meaning, do they have a stairway to 
heaven (to the place where the angels are), 



(Then let their listener produce some manifest proof.) meaning, let their listener produce 
evidence to the truth of their actions and statements. They will never be able to do so and 
therefore, they have nothing and have no evidence for their stance. Allah admonishes them 
regarding their claim that He has daughters and that the angels are females! The pagans chose 
for themselves male offspring and preferred them instead of females, and when one of them 
would be brought the good news of a daughter being born, his face would turn dark on account 
of his suppressed anger! Yet, they made the angels Allah's daughters and worshipped them 
besides Allah, 



(Or has He only daughters and you have sons) Allah sends a strong warning and stern 
admonition to them in this Ayah and a sure promise. Allah said, 



(Or is it that you ask a wage from them) meaning, ' as a remuneration for your preaching Allah's 
Message to them Nay, you, do not ask them for a wage,' 



(so that they are burdened with a load of debt), meaning, for in this situation, one will 
complain of the least bothersome thing and feel it difficult and burdensome for him, 



(Or that the Unseen is with them, and they write it down) means, they do not have knowledge 
of the Unseen, for none in the heavens or earth knows the Unseen except Allah, 



(Or do they intend a plot But those who disbelieve are themselves plotted against!) Allah the 
Exalted is asking, ' Do these people who utter such statements about the Messenger and his 
religion seek to deceive the people and plot against the Messenger and his Companions If they 
do, then let them know that their plots will only harm them. Therefore, they are being plotted 
against rather than being the plotters!' 



(Or have they a god other than Allah Glorified be Allah from all that they ascribe as partners 
(to Him).) This Ayah contains harsh refutation directed at the idolators for worshipping the 
idols and calling upon rivals along with Allah. Allah next glorifies His Most Honorable Self from 
what they ascribe to Him, their lies and idolatry, 



(Glorified be Allah from all that they ascribe as partners (to Him).) 



(44. And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down, they would say: "Clouds 
gathered in heaps!") (45. So leave them alone till they meet their Day, in which they will sink 
into a fainting (with horror).) (46. The Day when their plotting shall not avail them at all, nor 
will they be helped.) (47. And verily, for those who do wrong, there is another punishment 
before this; but most of them know not.) (48. So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord, 
for verily, you are under Our Eyes; and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) (49. 
And in the nighttime also glorify His praises and at the setting of the stars.) 



The Stubbornness of the Idolators; Their Punishment 

Allah the Exalted reaffirms the stubbornness of the idolators and their ignorance of what goes 
around them, 



(And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down,) meaning, on them as punishment, 
they would not believe it is coming their way, saying that, these are layers of clouds on top of 
each other. Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and they were to keep on ascending 
thereto (all day long), they would surely say (in the evening): "Our eyes have been dazzled. 
Nay, we are a people bewitched. ")(1 5: 14-1 5) Allah the Exalted said, 



(So leave them alone), " Muhammad, 



(till they meet their Day, in which they will sink into a fainting.) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(The Day when their plotting shall not avail them at all, ) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 
their deceit and plotsthey planned in this life shall not help them in the least, 



(nor will they be helped.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(And verily, for those who do wrong, there is another punishment before this;) meaning, that 
of being the torment in this world. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And verily, We will make them taste of the near torment prior to the supreme torment (in the 
Hereafter), in order that they may return. )(32:21) Allah said; 



(but most of them know not.) meaning, ' We will torment them in the life of the world and test 
them with various hardships, so that they might go back and repent. However, they do not 
understand what is happening to them or why, because when the torment is removed, they 
revert to committing the worst of what they used to do before.' A Hadith states that, 



Ordering the Prophet to have Patience and to glorify Allah 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Our Eyes;) meaning, 
x be patient in the face of their annoyance and do not be concerned about it, for you are under 
Our Eyes and Protection, and We will surely protect you from the people,' 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) Ad-Dahhak said, "Meaning to stand for 
the Salah (and say): "Glorious are You and with Your praise, Hallowed be Your Name, Exalted 
be Your majesty, and there is no God (worthy of worship) except You." In his Sahih, Muslim 
recorded that * Umar used to recite this supplication when he began Salah. Ahmad and the 
Sunan compilers recorded this Hadith from Abu Sa' id and other Companions, who stated that 
the Prophet used to say that. Abu Al-Jawza' commented on the Ayah; 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) "From your sleep, from your bed." And 
this is the view chosen by Ibn Jarir. Suporting this view is the Hadith that Imam Ahmad 
recorded that ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(Whoever gets up at night and says: ' La ilaha illallah, He is One without partners. For Him is 
the kingdom and all praise is due to Him. He has power over all things. Glory be to Allah, and 
all praise is due to Allah, and La illaha illallah and Allah is Greater. There is neither might nor 
power except Allah.' And then says, ' O Lord! Forgive me.' Or invokes (Allah), he will be 
responded to it, and if he intends and performs ablution and prays, his prayer will be 
accepted.) Al-Bukhari and the Sunan compilers also recorded this Hadith. Ibn Abi Najih 
reported that Mujahid commented on the Ayah, 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) saying, "From every gathering you sit 
in." Ath-Thawri said that Abu Ishaq narrated that Abu Al-Ahwas said that, 



(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) "When a person wants to stand from a 
gathering, he says: 'Glory be to You, Allah, and with Your praise.'" Abu Hurayrah narrated 
that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever sits in a gathering in which he speaks idle excessively, but says before he stands up 
to depart that gathering, ' Glory be to You Allah , and with Your praise, I testify that there is 
no God (worthy of worship) except You, I seek Your forgiveness, and I repent to You.' Then, 
Allah will forgive him what he has said in that gathering.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 
and this is his wording, and it was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in ' Amal Al-Yawm wal-Laylah. 
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." It was also recorded by Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak, and he said, 
"Its chain meetsthe criteria of Muslim." Allah the Exalted said; 



(And in the nighttime also glorify His praises), meaning remember and worship Allah by reciting 
the Qur'an and praying at night. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And in some of the night, offer Tahajjud in it as an additional (prayer) for you. It may be that 
your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.)(17:79) Allah said; 



(and at the setting of the stars.) is in reference to the two voluntary Rak' ahs before the Dawn 
prayer, according to a Hadith from Ibn 'Abbas. These two Rak' ahs are an established Sunnah 
performed before the stars are about to set. It is confimred in the Two Sahihs from " Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, who said, "The Prophet was never more regular and particular 
in offering any voluntary prayer than the two (Sunnah) Rak' ahs of the Fajr prayer." In another 
narration collected by Muslim, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Two (Sunnah) Rak' ahs before Fajr are better than this life and all that in it . )This is the end of 
the Tafsir of Surat At-Tur, all praise and gratitude is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat An-Najm 

(Chapter - 53) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Surat An-Najm was the first Surah in 
which a prostration was revealed. The Prophet (recited it in Makkah) and prostrated. Those 
who were with him did the same, except an old man who took a handful of soil and prostrated 
on it. Later on, I saw him killed as a disbeliever; he was Umayyah bin Khalaf." Al-Bukhari 
recorded this Hadith in several places of his Sahih, as did Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, 
using various chains of narration through Abu Ishaq from " Abdullah. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the star when it goes down.) (2. Your companion has neither gone astray nor has he 
erred.) (3. Nor does he speak of desire.) (4. It is only a revelation revealed.) 



Allah swears the Messenger is True and His Words are a Revelation 

from Him 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha' bi and others stated that the Creator swears by whatever 
He wills among His creation, but the created only vow by the Creator. Allah said, 



(By the star when it goes down.) Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "The star refers to 
Pleiades when it sets at Fajr." Ad-Dahhak said "When the Shayatin are shot with it." And this 
Ayah is like Allah's saying; 



(So, I swear by the setting of the stars. And verily, that is indeed a great oath, if you but know. 
That is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well-guarded. Which none can touch but the 
pure. A revelation from the Lord of all that exists.) (56: 75-80) Allah said; 



(Your companion has neither gone astray nor has erred.) This contains the subject of the oath. 
This part of the Ayah is the witness that the Messenger of Allah is sane and a follower of Truth. 
He is neither led astray, such as in the case of the ignorant who does not proceed on any path 
with knowledge, nor is he one who erred, such as in the case of the knowledgeable, who knows 
the Truth, yet deviates from it intentionally to something else. Therefore, Allah exonerated His 
Messenger and his Message from being similar to the misguided ways of the Christians and the 
erroneous paths of the Jews, such as knowing the Truth and hiding it, while abiding by 
falsehood. Rather, he, may Allah's peace and blessings be on him, and his glorious Message that 
Allah has sent him with, are on the perfect straight path, following guidance and what is 
correct. 



Muhammad was sent as a Mercy for all that exists; He does not 

speak of His Desire 

Allah said, 



(Nor does he speak of desire), asserting that nothing the Prophet utters is of his own desire or 
wish, 



(It is only a revelation revealed.), means, he only conveys to the people what he was 
commanded to convey, in its entirety without additions or deletions. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Abu Umamah said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Verily, numbers similar to the two tribes, or one of them, RabP ah and Mudar, will enter 
Paradise on account of the intercession of one man, who is not a Prophet.) A man asked, "0 
Allah's Messenger! Is not Rabr ah a subtribe of Mudar." The Prophet said, 

« » 



(I said what I said.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Amr said, "I used to record 
everything I heard from the Messenger of Allah so it would be preserved. The Quraysh 
discouraged me from this, saying, 'You record everything you hear from the Messenger of Allah 
, even though he is human and sometimes speaks when he is angry' I stopped recording the 
Hadithsfor a while, but later mentioned what they said to the Messenger of Allah , who said, 

» 

« 

(Write! By He in Whose Hand is my soul, every word that comes out of me is the Truth.)" Abu 
Dawud also collected this Hadith. 



(5. He has been taught by one mighty in power.) (6. Dhu Mirrah then he Istawa.) (7. While he 
was in the highest part of the horizon,) (8. Then he approached and came closer,) (9. And was 
at a distance of two bows' length or less.) (10. So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever He 
revealed.) (11. The heart lied not in what he saw.) (12. Will you then dispute with him about 
what he saw) (13. And indeed he saw him at a second descent.) (14. Near Sdrat Al-Muntaha.) 
(15. Near it isthe Paradise of Abode.) (16. When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) 
(17. The sight turned not aside, nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) (18. Indeed he saw of the 
greatest Ssgnsof his Lord.) 

The Trustworthy Angel brought Allah's Revelation to the 
Trustworthy Messenger 

Allah the Exalted states that the Message His servant and Messenger Muhammad brought to 
people was taught to him by, 



(mighty in power), he is Jibril, peace be upon him, 



(Verily, this is the Word a most honorable messenger, owner of power, with (Allah) the Lord of 
the Throne, obeyed (by the angels) and trustworthy. )(81 : 1 9-21 ) Allah said here, 



(Dhu Mirrah), meaning, he is mighty in power, according to Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Ibn Zayd. In 
an authentic Hadith from ' Abdullah bin ' Umar and Abu Hurayrah, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Charity is not allowed for a rich person nor Dhu Mirrah (a strong person) of sound mind and 
body.) Allah said; 



(then he Istawa (rose).) this refersto the angel Jibril, according to Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Qatadah 
and Ar-RabT bin Anas, 



(While he was in the highest part of the horizon.) meaning, Jibril rose to the highest part of the 
horizon, according to ' Ikrimah and several others; ' Ikrimah said, "The highest horizon where 
the morning comes from." Mujahid said, "It is (the place of) sunrise." Qatadah said, "That from 
which the day comes." Ibn Zayd and several others said similarly. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original shape having six 
hundred wings, each wing filling the side of the horizon, with a colorful array, and pearls and 
rubies falling from each wing as much as only Allah knows." Only Imam Ahmad collected this 
Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas said, "The Prophet asked Jibril to 
appear himself to him in his original shape and Jibril said to him, ' Invoke your Lord.' The 
Prophet invoked his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored, and a great huge figure appeared to 
him from the east and kept rising and spreading. When the Prophet saw Jibril in his original 
shape, he was knocked unconscious. Jibril came down and revived the Prophet and wiped the 
saliva off of his cheeks.'" Only Ahmad collected this Hadith. 



Meaning of "at a distance of two bows' length or less 

Allah's statement, 



(And was at a distance of two bows' length or less.) means, Jibril came closer to Muhammad 
when Jibril was descending to him on earth. At that time, the distance between them became 
only two bow lengths, when the bows are extended to full length, according to Mujahid and 
Qatadah. It was said that the meaning here is the distance between the bow's string and its 
wood center. Allah's statement, 



(or less) indicates that the distance was as only as far described, not more. This type of usage 
is found in several instances in the Qur'an, such as, 



(Then, after that, your hearts were hardened and became as stones or even worse in 
hardness.) (2: 74) The Ayah says that their hearts became not softer than rocks, but as hard and 
difficult as rocks, and more. There is a similar Ayah, 



(fear men as they fear Allah or even more.) (4: 77), and Allah's statement, 



(And We sent him to hundred thousand (people) or even more.)(37:147), indicating that they 
were not less than a hundred thousand, but that amount or more. Therefore, this verifies the 
facts mentioned, leaving no doubt or means of refute. Similarly, Allah said, 



(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less.) We stated before that it was Jibril who 
came down near the Prophet , according to ' Aishah, the Mother of the faithful, ' Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud, Abu Dharr and Abu Hurayrah. We will mention their statements about this soon 
afterwards, Allah willing. Ibn Jarir recorded that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said about this Ayah, 



(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less.) "Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(I saw Jibril; he had six hundred wings.)" Al-Bukhari recorded that Talq bin Ghannam said that 
Za'idah said that Ash-Shaybani said, "I asked Zirr about the Ayah, 



(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less. So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever 
He revealed.) Zirr said, "Abdullah narrated to us that Muhammad saw Jibril having six hundred 
wings." Allah's statement, 



(So he revealed to His servant whatever He revealed.) means, Jibril conveyed to Allah's servant 
Muhammad whatever he conveyed. Or, the meaning here could be: Allah revealed to His 
servant Muhammad whatever He revealed through Jibril. Both meanings are correct. Sa' id bin 
Jubayr said about Allah's statement, 



(So He revealed to His servant whatever He revealed.) "Allah revealed to him, 



(Did He not find you an orphan. )(93:6), and, 



(And have We not raised high your fame)(94:4)" Someone else said, "Allah revealed to the 
Prophet that the Prophets will not enter Paradise until he enters it first, and the nations will 
not enter it until hisUmmah enters it first." 



Did the Prophet see His Lord during the Night of Isra 



Allah said next, 



(The heart lied not in what he saw. Will you then dispute with him about what he saw) Muslim 
recorded from Ibn " Abbas about: 



(The heart lied not in what he saw), and, 



(And indeed he saw him at a second descent.) "He saw Allah twice in his heart." Smak reported 
a similar from * Ikrimah from Ibn 'Abbas. Abu Salih, As-Suddi and several others said similarly 
that the Prophet saw Allah twice in his heart. Masruq said, "I went to * A'ishah and asked her, 
* Did Muhammad see his Lord' She said, * You said something that caused my hair to rise!' I said, 
x Behold!' and recited this Ayah, 



(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) She said, 'Where did your mind wander It was 
Jibril. Whoever says to you that Muhammad saw his Lord, or hid any part of what he was 
commanded (i.e., Allah's Message), or knew any of the five things which only Allah knows, 



(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain...)(31:34), Then 
he invents a great lie against Allah! The Prophet only saw Jibril twice, in his original shape, 
once near Sdrat Al-Muntaha and another time in Ajyad (in Makkah) while Jibril had six hundred 
wings that covered the horizon.'" Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said, "I asked the Messenger 
of Allah , ' Have you seen your Lord' He said, 



« » 

(How can I see Him since there was a light)" In another narration, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(I only saw a light.) Allah's statement, 



(And indeed he saw him at a second descent. Near Sdrat Al-Muntaha.) "The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(I saw Jibril while he had six hundred wings and a colorful array of pearls and rubies falling 
from the feathers of his wings.)" This Hadith has a good, strong chain of narration. Ahmad also 
recorded that 'Abdullah Ibn Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original 
shape while Jibril had six hundred wings, each wing covering the side of the horizon. From his 
wings, precious stones were dropping of which only Allah has knowledge." This Hadith has a 
good chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I saw Jibril over Sdrat Al-Muntaha while he had six hundred wings.)" One of the subnarrators 
of the Hadith asked ' Asim about Jibril's wings and ' Asim refused to elaborate. So some of his 
companions were asked and one of them said, "Each wing was covering what is between the 
east and the west." This Hadith has a good chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 
Mas' ud said that Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(Jibril came to me wearing green with pearls hanging down.) This Hadith has a good chain of 
narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Amir said that Masruq asked ' Aishah, "0 Mother of the 
faithful, has Muhammad seen his Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored" She said, "Glorious is 
Allah! My hair is standing on end because of what you said. Three matters, if one tells you 
about any of them, will have lied. Whoever tells you that Muhammad has seen his Lord, will 
have lied." Sie then recited these two Ayat, 



(No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision. )(6: 103), and, 



(It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him unless (it be) by revelation, 
or from behind a veil.)(42:51) She went one, "And whoever tells you that Muhammad knew 
what the morrow will bring, will have uttered a lie." She then recited, 



(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs. )(31: 34) ' Aishah said, "And whoever tells you that Muhammad has 
hidden any part of the Message will have lied," and she then recited this Ayah, 



(0 Messenger proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord. )(5:67). She went one, 
"However, he saw Jibril twice in his original shape." Imam Ahmad also recorded that Masruq 
said, "I asked ' Aishah, ' Did not Allah say, 



(And indeed he saw him in the clear horizon. )(81:23), and, 



(And indeed he saw him at a second descent)' She said, ' I was the first among this Ummah to 
ask Allah's Messenger about it. He said, 

« » 

(That was Jibril.) He only saw him twice in his actual and real figure. He saw Jibril descend 
from heaven to earth and was so huge that he covered the whole horizon between the sky and 
earth.)'" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs via Ash-Sha' bi. 



Angels, Light and colors covered Sidrat Al-Muntaha 

Allah said, 



(When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) We mentioned before, in the Hadiths 
about Al-lsra' that the angels, Allah's Light, and spectacular colors covered the Sdrah. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that " Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "When the Messenger of Allah was taken on 
the Isra' journey, he ascended to Sdrat Al-Muntaha, which is in the seventh heaven. There 
everything terminates that ascends from the earth and is held there, and terminates everything 
that descends from above it is held there, 



(When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) He said, "Golden butterflies. The 
Messenger of Allah was given three things: He was given the five prayers, he was given the 
concluding verses of Surat Al-Baqarah (2:284-286), and remission of serious sins for those 
among his Ummah who do not associate anything with Allah." Muslim collected this Hadith. 
Allah's statement, 



(The sight turned not aside, nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) indicates that the Prophet's 
sight did not turn right or left, according to " Ibn " Abbas, 



(nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) not exceeding what has been ordained for it. This is a 
tremendous quality that demonstrates the Prophet's firm obedience to Allah, because he only 
did what was commanded and did ask beyond what he was given. Allah's statement, 



(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) is similar to another Ayah, 



(In order that We might show him of Our Ayat.)(17:1), meaning, signs that testify to Allah's 
might and greatness. Relying on these two Ayat, some scholars of Ahl us-Sunnah said that the 
Prophet did not see Allah during the Isra' journey, because Allah said, 



(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) They said that, had the Prophet seen his Lord, 
Allah would have conveyed this news and the Prophet would have narrated it to the people. 



(19. Have you then considered Al-Lat, and AI-' Uzza.) (20. And Manat, the other third) (21. Is it 
for you the males and for Him the females) (22. That indeed is a division most unfair!) (23. 
They are but names which you have named - you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent 
down no authority. They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas 
there has surely come to them the guidance from their Lord!) (24. Or shall man have what he 
wishes) (25. But to Allah belongs the last (Hereafter) and the first (the world).) (26. And there 
are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing, except after Allah has 
given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.) 



Refuting Idolatry, Al-Lat and Al- Uzza 

Allah the Exalted rebukes the idolators for worshipping idols and taking rivals to Him. They 
built houses for their idolsto resemble the Ka' bah built by Prophet Ibrahim, Allah's Khalil. 



(Have you then considered Al-Lat,) Al-Lat was a white stone with inscriptions on. There was a 
house built around Al-Lat in At-Ta'if with curtains, servants and a sacred courtyard around it. 
The people of At-Ta'if, the tribe of Thaqif and their allies, worshipped Al-Lat. They would boast 
to Arabs, except the Quraysh, that they had Al-Lat. Ibn Jarir said, "They derived Al-Lat's name 
from Allah's Name, and made it feminine. Allah is far removed from what they ascribe to Him. 
It was reported that Al-Lat is pronounced Al-Lat because, according to 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas, 
Mujahid, and Ar-RabP bin Anas, Al-Lat was a man who used to mix Sawiq (a kind of barley 
mash) with water for the pilgrims during the time of Jahiliyyah. When he died, they remained 



next to his grave and worshipped him." Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, 



(Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza.) "Al-Lat was a man who used to mix Sawiq for the pilgrims." Ibn Jarir 
said, "They also derived the name for their idol AI-' Uzza from Allah's Name Al-' Aziz. AI-' Uzza 
was a tree on which the idolators placed a monument and curtains, in the area of Nakhlah, 
between Makkah and At-Ta'if. The Quraysh revered AI-' Uzza." During the battle of Uhud, Abu 
Sufyan said, "We have AI-" Uzza, but you do not have AI-' Uzza." Allah's Messenger replied, 

« : » 

(Say, "Allah is Our Supporter, but you have no support.") Manat was another idol in the area of 
Mushallal near Qudayd, between Makkah and Al-Madinah. The tribes of Khuza' ah, Aws and 
Khazraj used to revere Manat during the time of Jahiliyyah. They used to announce Hajj to the 
Ka' bah from next to Manat. Al-Bukhari collected a statement from ' A'ishah with this meaning. 
There were other idols in the Arabian Peninsula that the Arabs revered just as they revered the 
Kabbah, besides the three idols that Allah mentioned in His Glorious Book. Allah mentioned 
these three here because they were more famous than the others. An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu 
At-Tufayl said, "When the Messenger of Allah conquered Makkah, he sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to 
the area of Nakhlah where the idol of AI-' Uzza was erected on three trees of a forest. Khalid 
cut the three trees and approached the house built around it and destroyed it. When he went 
back to the Prophet and informed him of the story, the Prophet said to him, 

« » 

(Go back and finish your mission, for you have not finished it.) Khalid went back and when the 
custodians who were also its servants of AI-' Uzza saw him, they started invoking by calling Al- 
' Uzza! When Khalid approached it, he found a naked woman whose hair was untidy and who 
was throwing sand on her head. Khalid killed her with the sword and went back to the 
Messenger of Allah , who said to him, 

« » 

(That was AI-' Uzza!)" Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated, "Al-Lat belonged to the tribe of Thaqif in 
the area of At-Ta'if. Banu Mu'attib were the custodians of Al-Lat and its servants." I say that 
the Prophet sent Al-Mughirah bin Shu' bah and Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb to destroy Al-Lat. 
They carried out the Prophet's command and built a Masjid in its place in the city of At-Ta'if. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Manat used to be the idol of the Aws and Khazraj tribes and 
those who followed their religion in Yathrib (Al-Madinah). Manat was near the coast, close to 
the area of Mushallal in Qudayd. The Prophet sent Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb or 'AM bin Abi 
Talib to demolish it. Ibn Ishaq said that Dhul-Khalasah was the idol of the tribes of Daws, 
Khath'am and Bajilah, and the Arabs who resided in the area of Tabalah. I say that Dhul- 
Khalasah was called the Southern Ka' bah, and the Ka' bah in Makkah was called the Northern 
Ka'bah. The Messenger of Allah sent Jarir bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali to Dhul-Khalasah and he 
destroyed it. Ibn Ishaq said that Fals was the idol of Tay' and the neighboring tribes in the 
Mount of Tay', such as Salma and Ajja. Ibn Hisham said that some scholars of knowledge told 
him that the Messenger of Allah sent 'AM bin Abi Talib to Fals and he destroyed it and found 



two swords in its treasure, which the Prophet then gave to Al i as war spoils. Muhammad bin 
Ishaq also said that the tribes of Himyar, and Yemen in general, had a house of worship in 
San' a' called Riyam. He mentioned that there was a black dog in it and that the religious men 
who went with Tubba' removed it, killed it and demolished the building. Ibn Ishaq said that 
Ruda' was a structure of Bani RabP ah bin Ka' b bin Sa' d bin Zayd Manat bin Tamim, which Al- 
Mustawghir bin Rabi' ah bin Ka' b bin Sa' d demolished after Islam. In Sndad there was Dhul- 
Ka'bat, the idol of the tribes of Bakr and Taghlib, the sons of the Wa'il, and also the lyad 
tribes. 



Refuting the Idolators Who appoint Rivals to Allah and claim that 

the Angels were Females 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-' Uzza. And Manat, the other third), then Allah said, 



(Is it for you the males and for Him the females) Allah asked the idolators, 'do you choose 
female offspring for Allah and give preference to yourselves with the males If you made this 
division between yourselves and the created, it would be, 



(a division most unfair!)' meaning, it would be an unfair and unjust division. 'How is it then 
that you make this division between you and Allah, even though this would be foolish and 
unjust, if you made it between yourselves and others' Allah the Exalted refutes such innovated 
lies, falsehood and atheism they invented through worshipping the idols and calling them gods, 



(They are but names which you have named -- you and your fathers) of your own desire, 



(for which Allah has sent down no authority.) meaning, proof, 



(They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire,) they have no proof, except 
their trust in their forefathers who took this false path in the past, as well as, their lusts and 
desiresto become leaders, and thereby gain honor and reverence for their forefathers, 



(whereas there has surely come to them the guidance from their Lord!), meaning, Allah has 
sent them Messengers with the clear truth and unequivocal evidence. However, they did not 
adhere to or follow the guidance that came to them through the Prophets. 



Wishful Thinking does not earn One Righteousness 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Or shall man have what he wishes), asserting that not everyone gets the goodness that he 
wishes, 



(It will not be in accordance with desires (of Muslims), nor those of the People of 
Scripture. )(4:123) Allah says, not everyone who claims to be guided is truly guided, and not 
everyone gets what he wishes for himself. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(When one of you wishes for something, let him be careful with what he wishes for, because he 
does not know what part of his wish will be written for him.)0nly Ahmad collected this Hadith. 
Allah's statement, 



(But to Allah belongs the last and the first.) meaning, all matters belong to Allah and He is the 
King and Owner of this world and the Hereafter, Who does what He will in both lives. Whatever 
He wills, occurs and whatever He does not will, never occurs. 



No Intercession except with Allah's Leave 



Allah said, 



(And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except after 
Allah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.) As He said; 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission )(2:255) and, 



(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) (34:23) ' If this is the case 
with the angels who are close to Him, how can you, ignorant ones, hope for Allah to grant 
you the intercession of the idols and rivals you worship with Him without having His permission 
or any divine legislation permitting you to worship them' Rather, Allah has forbidden idol 
worshipping by the tongues of all of His Messengers and He revealed this prohibition in all of 
His Books. 



(27. Verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter, name the angels with female names.) (28. 
But they have no knowledge thereof. They follow but conjecture, and verily, conjecture is no 
substitute for the truth.) (29. Therefore withdraw from him who turns away from Our Reminder 



and desires nothing but the life of this world.) (30. That is what they could reach of 
knowledge. Verily, your Lord is He, Who knows best him who goes astray from His path, and He 
knows best him who receives guidance.) 



Refuting the Claim of the Idolatorsthat the Angels are Allah's 

Daughters 

Allah the Exalted admonishes the idolators for calling the angels female names and claiming 
that they are Allah's daughters. Allah is far removed from what they ascribe to Him. Allah the 
Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And they make females the angels, who themselves are servants of the Most Gracious. Did 
they witness their creation Their testimony will be recorded, and they will be 
questioned!)(43:19) Allah's statement here, 



(But they have no knowledge thereof.) meaning, they have no correct knowledge testifying to 
their statements. What they say is all lies, falsehood, fake and utter atheism, 



(They follow but conjecture, and verily, conjecture is no substitute for the truth.) meaning, 
conjecture is of no benefit and never takes the place of truth. In a Hadith recorded in the 
Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the most lying speech.) 

The Necessity of turning away from the People of Misguidance 

Allah's statement, 



(Therefore withdraw from him who turns away from Our Reminder), means, stay away from 
those who turn away from the Truth and shun them, 



(and desires nothing but the life of this world.) meaning, whose aim and knowledge are 
concentrated on this life; this isthe goal of those who have no goodness in them, 



(That is what they could reach of knowledge.) meaning, seeking this life and striving hard in its 
affairs isthe best knowledge they have acquired. There is also the reported supplication: 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Make not this life the greatest of our concerns nor the best knowledge that we can 
attain.) Allah's statement, 



(Verily, your Lord is He, Who knows best him who goes astray from His path, and He knows best 
him who receives guidance.) meaning, He is the Creator of all creatures and He knows 
whatever benefits His servants. Allah is the One Who guides whom He wills and misguides 
whom He wills, and all of this indicates His power, knowledge and wisdom. Certainly, He is Just 
and never legislates or decrees unjustly. 



(31. And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth, that He may 
requite those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward those who do good, with 
what is best.) (32. Those who avoid great sins and Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) except Al-Lamam 
-- verily, your Lord is of vast forgiveness. He knows you well when He created you from the 
earth (Adam), and when you were fetuses in your mothers' wombs. 3d, ascribe not purity to 
yourselves. He knows best him who hasTaqwa.) 



Allah knows Every Matter, whether Small or Big, and He rewards 
Each according to His or Her Deeds 

Allah asserts that He is the King and Owner of the heavens and earth and that He is 
independent of the need for anyone. He is the authority over His creation and rules them with 
justice. He created the creation in truth, 



(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done, and reward those who 
do good, with what is best.) He recompenses each according to his or her deeds, good for good 
and evil for evil. 



Qualities of the Good-doers; Allah forgives the Small Faults 

Allah stated that the gooddoers are those who avoid major sins and immoral sins. They 
sometimes commit minor sins, but they will be forgiven these minor sins and covered from 
exposure, as Allah mentioned in another Ayah; 



(If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do, We shall expiate from you your 
(small) sins, and admit you to a Noble Entrance. )(4:31) Allah said here, 



(Those who avoid great sins and Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) except Al-Lamam), Al-Lamam 
means, small faults and minor errors. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "I have not 
seen anything that resembles Al-Lamam better than the Hadith that Abu Hurayrah narrated 
from the Prophet , 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah the Exalted has decreed for the Son of Adam his share of Zina and he will 
certainly earn his share. The Zina of the eye is by looking, the Zina of the tongue is by talking 
and the heart wishes and lusts, but the sexual organ either substantiates all this or not.)" This 
Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said, "The eyes 
commit Zina by looking, the lips by kissing, the hands by transgressing, the feet by walking, 
and the sexual organ either materializes all of this or not. When one commits sexual 
intercourse, he will be someone who committed Zina. Otherwise, it is Al-Lamam." Masruq and 
Ash-Sha' bi also held the same view. ' Abdur-Rahman bin Nafi" , who is also known as Ibn 
Lubabah At-Ta'ifi, said, "I asked Abu Hurayrah about Allah's statement, 



(except the Lamam), and he said, 'It pertains to kissing, winking one's eye, looking and 
embracing. When the sexual organ meets the sexual organ in intercourse then Ghusl is 
obligatory, and that isZina." 



Encouraging Repentance and forbidding Claims of Purity for Oneself 

Allah's statement, 



(verily, your Lord is of vast forgiveness.) asserts that His Mercy encompasses everything, and 
His forgiveness entails every type of sin, if one repents, 



(Say: "0 My servants who have transgressed against them- selves! Despair not of the mercy of 
Allah: verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (39:53) Allah 
said, 



(He knows you well when He created you from the earth,) Allah says, " He was and still is the 
All-Knowing Whose knowledge encompasses your affairs, statements and all of the actions that 
will be committed by you, even when He created your father * Adam from the earth and took 
his offspring from his loin, as small as ants. He then divided them into two groups, a group 
destined for Paradise and a group to Hellfire,' 



(and when you were fetuses in your mothers' wombs.) when He commanded the angel to record 
one's provisions, age, actions and if he would be among the miserable or the happy. Allah said, 



(So, ascribe not purity to yourselves.) forbidding one from ascribing purity and praising himself 
and thinking highly of his actions, 



(He knows best him who hasTaqwa.) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Have you not seen those who claim sanctity for themselves. Nay, but Allah sanctifies whom He 
wills, and they will not be dealt with unjustly, even equal to the extent of a Fatil.) (4:49) In his 
Sahih, Muslim recorded that Muhammad bin " Amr bin ' Ata said, "I called my daughter, Barrah 
(the pious one), and Zaynab bint Abu Salamah said to me, 'The Messenger of Allah forbade 
using this name. I was originally called Barrah and he said, 



« » 

(Do not ascribe purity to yourselves; Allah knows best who the pious people among you are)' 
They said, ' What should we call her' He said, 

« » 

(Call her Zaynab.)" Imam Ahmad recorded a Hadith from ' Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakrah, from 
his father who said, "A man praised another man before the Prophet . The Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Woe to you, you have cut off the neck of your friend! (He repeated this) If one of you must 
praise a friend of his, let him say, "I think that so-and-so is this and that; Allah knows best 
about him and I will never purify anyone before Allah," if he knows his friend to be as he is 
describing him.)" Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Hammam bin Al-Harith said, "A man came before " Uthman bin " Aff an and 
praised him. Al-Miqdad bin Al-Aswad started throwing sand in the face of that man, saying, 
'The Messenger of Allah ordered us to throw sand in their faces when we see those who 
praise.'" Muslim and Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. 



(33. Did you observe him who turned away (from Islam).) (34. And gave a little, then stopped) 
(35. Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he sees) (36. Or is he not informed with 
what is in the Suhuf of Musa,) (37. And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all that:) (38. That no burdened 
person (with sins) shall bear the burden (sins) of another.) (39. And that man can have nothing 
but what he does.) (40. And that his deeds will be seen.) (41. Then he will be recompensed 
with a full and the best recompense.) 



Chastising Those Who disobey Allah and stop giving Charity 

Allah the Exalted chastises those who turn away from His obedience, 



(So he (the disbeliever) neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he belied and turned 
away!)(75:31-32), 



(And gave a little, then stopped) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Gave a little, then stopped giving." Similar 
was said by Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, " Ikrimah, Qatadah and several others. ' Ikrimah and 
Sa' id said: "Like the case of a people who dig a well, during the course of which they find a 
rock preventing them from completing their work. So they say, 'We are finished' and they 
abandon the work." Allah's statement, 



(Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he sees) means, does this person, who 
stopped giving for fear of poverty and ended his acts of charity have knowledge of the Unseen 
and thus knows that if he does not stop giving, his wealth will go away No. Such a person has 
stopped giving in charity for righteous causes and did not keep relations with kith and kin 
because of his miserliness, being stingy and out of fear of poverty. The Prophet said in a 
Hadith, 

« » 

(0 Bilal, spend and fear not less provisions from the Owner of the Thone.) Allah the Exalted 
and Most honored said, 



(And whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah's cause), He will replace it. And He is the Best 
of providers.)(34:39) 



Allah the Exalted said, 



(Or is he not informed with what is in the Suhuf of Musa. And of Ibrahim who fulfilled), Sa' id 
bin Jubayr and Ath-Thawri said it means: "Conveyed all that he was ordered to convey." Ibn 
" Abbas said about: 



(fulfilled) "He delivered all that Allah ordered him to deliver." Sa' id bin Jubayr said about: 



(fulfilled), "What he was ordered." Qatadah said about: 



(fulfilled), "He obeyed Allah and delivered His Message to His creatures." This is the view 
preferred by Ibn Jarir because it includesthe statement before it and supports it. Allah said, 



(And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried him with (certain) commands, which he 
fulfilled. He said: "Verily, I am going to make you an Imam (a leader) for mankind. ")(2:124) 
Therefore, Ibrahim fulfilled all the commands of his Lord, stayed away from all the 
prohibitions, and conveyed Allah's Message in its entirety. Therefore, he is worthy of being 
made a leader for mankind in all of his affairs, statements and actions. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then, We have sent the revelation to you (saying): "Follow the religion of Ibrahim, a Hanif, 
and he was not of the idolators. ")(1 6: 123) 



None shall carry the Burden of Any Other on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah the Exalted explained what He has revealed in the Scripture of Ibrahim and Musa, 



(That no burdened person shall bear the burden of another.) Meaning, every soul shall carry its 
own injustices, whether disbelief or sin, and none else shall carry its burden of sin, as Allah 
states 



(And if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted even 
though he be near of kin.)(35: 18) Allah said, 



(And that man can have nothing but what he does.) 3d just as no soul shall carry the burden of 
any other, the soul shall only benefit from the good that one earns for himself. As for the 
Hadith recorded by Muslim in the Sahih, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(When a person dies, his deeds will cease except in three cases: from a righteous son who 
invokes Allah for him, or an ongoing charity after his death, or knowledge that people benefit 
from.) These three things are, in reality, a result of one's own deeds, efforts and actions. For 
example, a Hadith states, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the best type of provision that one consumes is from what he himself has earned, and 
one's offspring are among what he has earned.) The ongoing charity that one leaves behind, 



like an endowment, for example, are among the traces of his own actions and deeds. Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(Verily, We give life to the dead, and We record that which they send before (them) and their 
traces.)(36:12) The knowledge that one spreads among people which they are guided by is 
among his actions and deeds. A Hadith collected in the Sahih states, 



» 



« 



(Whoever invites to guidance, he will earn as much reward as those who follow him, without 
decreasing anything out of their own rewards.) Allah said, 



(And that his deeds will be seen.) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 



(And say: "Do deeds! Allah will see your deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and the believers. 
And you will be brought back to the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. Then He will 
inform you of what you used to do.")(9:105), Then Allah will remind you of your actions and 
recompense you for them in the best manner, good for good and evil for evil. Allah's statement 
here, 



(Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best recompense. 



(42. And that to your Lord is the End.) (43. And that it is He Who makes laugh, and makes 
weep.) (44. And that it is He Who causes death and gives life.) (45. And that He creates the 
pairs, male and female,) (46. From Nutfah when it is emitted.) (47. And that upon Him is 
another bringing forth (Resurrection).) (48. And that it is He Who Aghna and Aqna.) (49. And 
that He is the Lord of Ash-ShT ra.) (50. And that it is He Who destroyed the former ' Ad,) (51. 
And Thamud. He spared none of them.) (52. And the people of Nuh aforetime. Verily, they 
were more unjust and more rebellious and transgressing.) (53. And He destroyed the 
overthrown cities.) (54. So, there covered them that which did cover.) (55. Then which of the 
graces of your Lord will you doubt) 



Some Attributes of the Lord, that He returns Man as He originated 
Him, and some of what He does with His Servants 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(And that to your Lord is the End.) meaning, the return of everything on the Day of 
Resurrection. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that * Amr bin Maymun Al-Awdi said, "Once, IVLf adh bin 
Jabal stood up among us and said, ' Children of Awd! I am the emissary of Allah's Messenger 
to you; know that the Return is to Allah, either to Paradise or the Fire.'" Allah's statement, 



(And that it is He Who makes you laugh, and makes you weep.) means that He created in His 
creaturesthe ability to laugh or weep and the causesfor each of these opposites, 



(And that it is He Who causes death and gives life.) In a similar statement, Allah said, 



(Who has created death and life.)(67:2) Allah said, 



(And that He creates the pairs, male and female. From Nutfah when it is emitted.) as He said: 



(Does man think that he will be left neglected Was he not a Nutfah Then he became an ' Alaqah 
(something that clings); then (Allah) shaped and fashioned (him) in due proportion. And made 
of him two sexes, male and female. Is not He (Allah) able to give life to the dead)(75:36-40) 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(And that upon Him is another bringing forth.) meaning, just as He first originated creation, He 
is able to bring it back to life, resurrecting it for the Day of Judgement, 



(And that it is He Who Aghna (gives much) and Aqna (a little).) It is Allah Who gives wealth to 
His servants and this wealth remains with them. This means they are able to use it to their 
benefit, is this out of the completeness of His favor. Most of the statements of the scholars of 
Tafsir revolve around this meaning, such as those from Abu Salih, Ibn Jarir and others. Mujahid 
said that, 



(Aghna) meaning: He gives wealth. 



(Aqna) meaning: He gives servants. Similar was said by Qatadah. Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid said; 



(Aghna) means: He granted; while, 



(Aqna) means: He gave contentment. 



(And that He is the Lord of Ash-Shi' ra.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said about 
Ash-Shi' ra that it is the bright star, named Mirzam Al-Jawza' (Srius), which a group of Arabs 
used to worship. 



(And that it is He Who destroyed the former ' Ad) the people of Hud. They are the descendants 
of ' Ad, son of Iram, son of Sam, son of Nuh. As Allah the Exalted said, 



(Saw you not how your Lord dealt with 'Ad. Of Iram, with the lofty pillars, the like of which 
were not created in the land)(89:6-8) The people of 'Ad were among the strongest, fiercest 
people and the most rebellious against Allah the Exalted and His Messenger. Allah destroyed 
them, 



(By a furious violent wind! Which Allah imposed in them for seven nights and eight days in 
succession.) (69: 6-7) Allah's statement, 



(And Thamud. He spared none), declaresthat He destroyed them all and spared none of them, 



(And the people of Nuh aforetime.) before 'Ad and Thamud, 



(Verily, they were more unjust and more rebellious and transgressing.) more unjust in 
disobeying Allah than those who came after them, 



(And He destroyed the overthrown cities.) meaning, the cities (of Sodom and Gomorrah) to 
which Prophet Lut was sent. Allah turned their cities upside down over them and sent on them 
stones of Sjjil. Allah's statement that whatever has covered it, has covered it, is like the case 
with the stones of Sjjil that He sent on them, 



(And We rained on them a rain (of torment). And how evil was the rain of those who had been 
warned!)(26:173) Allah said, 



(Then which of the graces of your Lord will you doubt) meaning, 'which of Allah's favors for 
you, O man, do you doubt,' according to Qatadah. Ibn Jurayj said that the Ayah, 



(Then which of the graces of your Lord will you doubt), is directed towards the Prophet saying: 
"0 Muhammad!" However, the first ex- planation is better, and it is the meaning that Ibn Jarir 
preferred. 



(56. This is a warner from the warners of old.) (57. The Azifah draws near.) (58. None besides 
Allah can avert it.) (59. Do you then wonder at this reci- tation) (60. And you laugh at it and 
weep not,) (61. While you are Samidun.) (62. So fall you down in prostration to Allah and 
worship Him.) 



A Warning and Exhortation, the Order to prostrate and to be 

humble 

Allah said, 



(This is a warner) in reference to Muhammad 



(from the warners of old.) means, just like the warners of old, he was sent as a Messenger as 
they were sent as Messengers. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers.") (46: 9) Allah said; 



(The Azifah draws near.) that which is near, the Day of Resurrection, has drawn nearer, 



(None besides Allah can avert it.) no one besides Allah can prevent it from coming, nor does 
anyone know when it will come, except Him. The warner is eager to convey his knowledge of 
the imminence of a calamity, so that it does not befall those to whom he is a warner. As He 
said; 



(He is only a warner to you in face of a severe torment.) (34:46) And in the Hadith: 



« » 



(I am the naked warner,) meaning, I was in such a hurry to warn against the evil I saw coming, 
that I did not wear anything. In this case, one rushes to warn his people in such haste that he 
will be naked. This meaning befitsthe meaning of the AOyah, 



(the Azifah draws near.), in reference to the nearing Day of Resurrection. Allah said in the 
beginning of the Surah: 



(The Hour has drawn near.)(54:1) Imam Ahmad recorded that Sahl bin Sa'd said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Beware of small sins! The example of the effect of small sin is that of people who settled near 
the bottom of a valley. One of them brought a piece of wood, and another brought another 
piece of wood, until they cooked their bread! Verily, small sins will destroy its companion, if 
one is held accountable for them.) Allah the Exalted admonishes the idolators because they 
hear the Qur'an, yet they turn away from it in heedless play, 



(wonder) doubting that it is true. 



(And you laugh) in jest and mock at it, 



(and weep not,) just asthose who believe in it weep, 



(And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases their humility. )(17: 1 09) Allah said; 



(While you are Samidun.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri reported that his father narrated that Ibn 'Abbas 
said about Samidun, "Singing; in Yemenite dialect ' Ismid for us' means * Sing for us.'" * Ikrimah 
said something similar. In another narration from Ibn ' Abbas, he said that, 



(Samidun) means, "Turning away." Similar was reported from Mujahid and ' Ikrimah. Allah the 
Exalted ordered His servants to prostrate to Him, worship Him according to the way of His 
Messenger, and to fulfill the requirement of Tawhid and sincerity, 



(So fall you down in prostration to Allah and worship Him.) meaning, with submission, sincerity, 
and Tawhid. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Ma' mar said that ' Abdul-Warith said that Ayyub said 
that 'Ikrimah said that, Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Prophet prostrated upon reciting An-Najm and 
the Muslims, idolators, Jinns and mankind who were present prostrated along with him." Only 
Muslim collected this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Muttalib bin Abi Wad a' ah said, 
"While in Makkah, the Messenger of Allah once recited Surat An-Najm, then prostrated along 
with all those who were with him at the time. I raised my head, however, and I refused to 
prostrate." Al-Muttalib had not embraced Islam yet, but ever since he became Muslim, he 
would never hear anyone recite this Surah until the end, without prostrating with whomever 
was prostrating after reciting it. An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith in the Book of Al-Bukhari, 
excluding prayer in his Sunan. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Najm. All praise and 
thanks are due to Allah. 



The Tafsir of Surah Iqtarabat As-Sa ah 

(Chapter - 54) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Hadith of Abu Waqid preceded, in which it is mentioned that the Messenger of Allah would 
recite Surah Qaf (chapter 53) and Iqtarabat As-Sa' ah (Al-Qamar, chapter 54), during (the 'Id 
Prayers of) Al-Adha and Al-Fitr. The Prophet used to recite these two Surahs during major 
gatherings and occasions because they contain Allah's promises and warnings, and information 
about the origin of creation, Resurrection, Tawhid, the affirmation of prophethood, and so 
forth among the great objectives. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder.) (2. And if they see an 
Ayah, they turn away and say: "This is magic, Mustamir.") (3. They denied and followed their 
own lusts. And every matter will be settled.) (4. And indeed there has come to them news 
wherein there is Muzdajar.) (5. Perfect wisdom, but war ners benefit them not.) 



The Hour draws near; the cleaving of the Moon 

Allah informs about the approach of the Last Hour and the imminent end and demise of the 
world, 



(The Event ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek not to hasten it.)(16:1), 



(Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn away in heedlessness.)(21:1) 



Hadiths about the Last Hour 

There are several Hadiths with this meaning. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded that Anas 
said that one day, when the sun was about to set, the Messenger of Allah gave a speech to his 
Companions, saying, 



» 



« 



(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! Not much of this world is left compared to what has already 
passed of it, except as much as what is left in this day of yours compared to what has already 
passed of it.) Anas said, "We could only see a small part of the setting sun at the time." Another 
Hadith that supports and explains the above Hadith is recorded by Imam Ahmad that ' Abdullah 
bin ' Umar said, "We were sitting with the Prophet while the sun was rising above Qu' ayqa' an, 
after " Asr. He said, 



» 

« 

(What remains of your time, compared to what has passed, is as long as what remains of this 
day compared to what has passed of it.)" Imam Ahmad recorded that Sahl bin Sa' d said that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



« » 



(I was sent like this with the Last Hour.) and he pointed with his middle and index finger. The 
Two Sahihs also recorded this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that Wahb As-Suwa'i said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(I was sent just before the Last Hour, like the distance between this and this; the latter almost 
overtook the former.) Al-A' mash joined between his index and middle fingers while narrating 
this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Awza' i said that Isma' il bin " Ubaydullah said, "Anas 
bin Malik went to Al-Walid bin ' Abdul -Malik who asked him about what he heard from the 
Messenger of Allah about the Last Hour. Anas said, ' I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



« » 



(You and the Last Hour are as close as these two (fingers).)'" Only Imam Ahmad collected this 
Hadith. There is proof to support these Hadiths in the Sahih listing, Al-Hashir (literally the 
Gatherer), among the names of the Messenger of Allah ; he is the first to be gathered, and all 
people will be gathered thereafter (for the Day of Judgement). Allah's statement, 



(and the moon has been cleft asunder.) It occurred during the time of Allah's Messenger , 
according to the authentic Mutawatir Hadiths the scholars agree that the moon was cleft 
asunder during the lifetime of the Prophet, and it was among the clear miraclesthat Allah gave 
him. Hadiths mentioning that the Moon was split 



The Narration of Anas bin Malik 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "The people of Makkah asked the Prophet for a 
miracle and the moon was split into two parts in Makkah. Allah said, 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder.)" Muslim also collected this 
Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, "The people of Makkah asked the 
Messenger of Allah to produce a miracle, and he showed them the splitting of the moon into 
two parts, until they saw (the mount of) Hira' between them." This Hadith is recorded in the 
Two Sahihswith various chains of narration. 



The Narration of Jubayr bin Mut im 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jubayr bin Muf im said, "The moon was split into two pieces during 
the time of Allah's Prophet ; a part of the moon was over one mountain and another part over 
another mountain. So they said, ' Muhammad has taken us by his magic' They then said, ' If he 
was able to take us by magic, he will not be able to do so with all people."' Only Imam Ahmad 



recorded this Hadit h with this chain of narration. Al-Bayhaqi used another chain of narration in 
a similar Hadith he collected in Ad-Dala'il. 



The Narration of ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "The moon was split during the time of the Prophet ." 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn 'Abbas commented on 
Allah's saying: 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder. And if they see a sign, they 
turn away and say: "This is magic, Mustamir.") "This occurred before the Hijrah; the moon was 
split and they saw it in two parts." 



The Narration of ' Abdullah bin ' Umar Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr 

Al-Bayhaqi recorded that ' Abdullah bin " Umar commented on Allah's statement: 



(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft asunder.) "This occurred during the 
time of Allah's Messenger ; the moon was split in two parts. A part of it was before the mount 
and a part on the other side. The Prophet said, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Be witness.)" This is the narration that Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected. At-Tirmidhi 
said, "Hasan Sahih." 



The Narration of ' Abdullah bin Mas ud 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Mas' ud said, "The moon was split in two parts during the time 
of Allah's Messenger, and they saw its two parts. Allah's Messenger said, 



« » 



(Be witnesses.)" Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that 'Abdullah 
(Ibn Mas' ud) said, "I saw the mountain between the two parts of the moon when it was split." 



Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah said, "The moon was split during the time of Allah's 
Messenger and I saw the mount between its two parts. 



The Stubbornness of the idolators 

Allah said, 



(And if they see an Ayah), if they see proof, evidence and a sign, 



(they turn away), they do not believe in it. Rather, they turn away from it, abandoning it 
behind their backs, 



(and say: "This is magic, Mustamir.") They say, 'the sign that we saw was magic, which was 
cast on us.' Mustamir, means, 'will soon go away', according to Mujahid, Qatadah and several 
others. The Quraysh said that the cleaving of the moon was false and will soon diminish and 
fade away, 



(They denied and followed their own lusts.), they rejected the truth when it came to them, 
following the ignorance and foolishness that their lusts and desires called them to. Allah's 
statement, 



(And every matter will be settled.) means, the good deeds will take their doers to all that is 
good and righteous, and similarly evil deeds will take their doers to all that is evil, according to 
Qatadah, while Ibn Jurayj said, "will settle according to its people." Mujahid commented on the 
meaning of, 



(And every matter will be settled.) by saying, "On the Day of Resurrection." Allah's statement, 



(And indeed there has come to them news); in this Qur'an, there has come to them the news of 
the earlier nations that disbelieved in their Messengers and the torment, punishment and 
affliction that befell them, 



(wherein there is Muzdajar), wherein there are warnings and lessonsto stop them from idolatry 
and persisting in denial, 



(Perfect wisdom,) in that Allah guides whomever He wills and misguides whomever He wills, 



(but warners benefit them not.) but the preaching of warnings does not benefit those upon 
whom Allah has written misery and sealed their hearts. Who can guide such people after Allah 
This Ayah is similar to Allah's statements, 



(Say: "With Allah is the perfect proof and argument; had He so willed, He would indeed have 
guided you all .")(6: 1 49) and, 



(But neither Ayat nor warners benefit those who believe not. )(1 0: 1 01 ) 



(6. So withdraw from them. The Day that the caller will call (them) to a terrible thing.) (7. 
They will come forth, with humbled eyes from (their) graves as if they were locusts spread 
abroad,) (8. Hastening towards the caller. The disbelievers will say: "Thisisahard Day.") 



The terrible End the Disbelievers will meet on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah the Exalted says, x Muhammad, turn away from these people who, when they witness a 
miracle, they deny it and say that this is continuous magic' Turn away from them and wait 
until, 



(The Day that the caller will call (them) to a terrible thing.) to the Recompense and the 
afflictions, horrors and tremendous hardships that it brings forth, 



(with humbled eyes), their eyes will be covered with disgrace, 



(they will come forth from (their) graves as if they were locusts spread abroad.) They will 
gather towards the area of Reckoning in such haste and crowds, in response to the caller, as if 
they were crowds of locusts spreading all about. Allah said, 



(Hastening) meaing hurriedly, 



(towards the caller.) without being able to hesitate or slow down, 



(The disbelievers will say: "This is a hard Day."), meaing, 'this is a hard, terrible, horrifying and 
distressful Day,' 



(Truly, that Day will be a Hard Day -- far from easy for the dis- believers.) (74:9-10) 



(9. The people of Nuh denied (their Messenger) before them. They rejected Our servant and 
said: "A madman!" Wazdujir.) (10. Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so 
help (me)!") (11. 3d, We opened the gates of the heaven with water Munhamir.) (12. And We 
caused springsto gush forth from the earth. So, the waters met for a matter predestined.) (13. 
And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks and nails (Dusur)) (14. Floating under Our Eyes, 
a reward for him who had been rejected!) (15. And indeed, We have left this as a sign. Then is 
there any that will remember) (16. Then how (terrible) was My torment and My warnings) (17. 
And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember; then is there anyone 
who will remember) 



The Story of the People of Nuh and the Lesson from it 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(denied) ' before your people, Muhammad,' 



(the people of Nuh. They rejected Our servant) means, they denied him categorically and 
accused him of madness, 



(and said: "A madman!" Wazdujir.) Mujahid said about Wazdujir: "He was driven out accused on 
account of madness." It was also said that Wazdujir means, he was rebuked, deterred, 
threatened and warned by his people saying: 



("If you do not stop Nuh, you will be among those who will be stoned.") 26:116 This was said 
by Ibn Zayd, and it is sound. 



(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!") meaning, 'I am 
weak and cannot overcome or resist my people, so help Your religion!' Allah the Exalted said, 



(So, We opened the gates of the heaven with water Munhamir.) As-Suddi said about Munhamir, 
"It means abundant." 



(And We caused springs to gush forth from the earth.) means, from every part of the earth, and 
even ovens in which fire was burning -- water and springs gushed forth, 



(So, the waters met), means, of the heaven and the earth, 



(for a matter predestined.) Ibn Jurayj reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(So, We opened the gates of the heaven with water Munhamir), Torrential rain, the only water 
that fell from the sky before that day and ever since was from clouds. But the sky's gates were 
opened on them that day, and therefore, the water that came down was not from clouds. So 
both the waters (of the earth and the heaven) met according to a matter ordained." Allah said, 



(And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks and nails (Dusur)), Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Al-Qurazi, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said that Dusur means nails. Ibn Jarir preferred this 
view. Allah's statement, 



(Floating under Our Eyes), means, 'by Our command and under Our protection and 
observation,' 



(a reward for him who had been rejected!) meaning, as recompense for them because of their 
disbelief in Allah and as reward for Nuh, peace be upon him. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And indeed, We have left this as a sign.) Qatadah said, "Allah left the ship of Nuh intact until 
the first generation of thisUmmah were able to see it." However, it appears that the meaning 
here isthat Allah kept ships as a sign. For instance, Allah the Exalted said, 



(And a sign for them isthat We bore their offspring in the laden ship. And We have created for 
them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.)(36:41-42), 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the boat. That We might 
make it an admonition for you and that it might be retained by the retaining ears.)(69: 11-12) 
Allah's statement here, 



(Then is there any that will remember) means, 'is there any that will receive admonition and 
reminder. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Prophet recited to me, 



(Then is there any that will remember)" Al-Bukhari collected a similar Hadith from 'Abdullah 
that he said, "I recited to the Prophet ( ) (then is there any that will remember) and 

the Prophet said, 



(Then isthere any that will remember)" Allah's statement, 



(Then how (terrible) was My torment and My warnings) means, " how terrible was My torment 
that I inflicted on those who disbelieved in Me and denied My Messengers, who did not heed to 
My warnings How was My help that I extended to My Messengers and the revenge exerted on 
their behalf,' 



(And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember); meaning, 'We have 
made the Qur'an easy to recite and comprehend for those who seek these traits, to remind 
mankind,' as Allah said, 



((This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they may ponder over 
itsAyat, and that men of understanding may remember. )(38:29), 



(So We have made this (the Qur'an) easy in your own tongue, only that you may give glad 
tidings to those who have Taqwa and warn with it the most quarrelsome people. )(1 9:97) Allah 
said, 



(then is there any that will remember), meaning, ' is there anyone who will remember through 
this Qur'an, which We made easy to memorize and easy to understand' Muhammad bin Ka' b Al- 
Qurazi commented on this Ayah, "Isthere anyone who will avoid evil" 



(18. " Ad denied; then how was My torment and My warnings) (19. Verily, We sent against them 
a violently cold (Sarsar) wind on a day of calamity, continuous.) (20. Plucking out men as if 
they were uprooted stems of date palms.) (21. Then, how was My torment and My warnings) 
(22. And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember; then is there any 
that will remember) 



The Story of ' Ad Allah states that ' Ad, the People of Hud, denied 
their Messenger, just as the people of Nuh did. 

So, Allah sent on them, 



(against them a violently cold (Sarsar) wind), means, a bitterly cold and furious wind, 



(on a day of calamity), against them, according to Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and As-Suddi, 



(continuous), upon them because the calamity, torment and destruction that they suffered in 
this life on that day continued with that of the Hereafter, 



(Plucking out men as if they were uprooted stems of date palms.) The wind would pluck one of 
them and raise him high, until he could no longer be seen, and then violently send him down on 
his head to the ground. His head would be smashed and only his body would be left, headless, 



(as if they were uprooted stems of date palms. Then, how was My torment and My warnings 
And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember; then is there any that 
will remember) 



i(23. Thamud denied the warnings.) (24. And they said: "A man, alone among us -- shall we 
follow him Truly, then we should be in error and distress!") (25. "Is it that the Reminder is sent 
to him alone from among us Nay, he is an insolent liar!") (26. Tomorrow they will come to know 
who is the liar, the insolent one!) (27. Verily, We are sending the she-camel as a test for them. 
So watch them, and be patient!) (28. And inform them that the water is to be shared between 
(her and) them, each one's right to drink being established (by turns).) (29. But they called 
their comrade and he took (a sword) and killed (her).) (30. Then, how was My torment and My 
warnings) (31. Verily, We sent against them a single Sayhah, and they became like straw Al- 
Muhtazir.) (32. And indeed, We have made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember; then 
isthere any that will remember) 



The Story of Thamud 



Allah states here that the people of Thamud denied their Messenger Salih, 



(And they said: "A man, alone among us -- shall we follow him Truly, then we should be in error 
and distress!") They said, ' We would have earned failure and loss if we all submitted to a man 
from among us.' They were amazed that the Reminder was sent to him alone among them, and 
therefore, accused him of being a liar, 



(Nay, he is an insolent liar!), means, he has tresspassed the limits in his lies. Allah the Exalted 
responded, 



(Tomorrow they will come to know who is the liar, the insolent one!), thus warning and 
threatening them and delivering a sure promise to them, 



(Verily, We are sending the she-camel as a test for them.) To test and try the people of 
Thamud, Allah sent to them a superb, pregnant female camel that emerged from solid rock, 
according to their request, so that it would become a proof against them from Allah, the 
Exalted. Thereafter, they were supposed to believe in what was brought to them by Salih, 
peace be upon him. Allah ordered His servant and Messenger Salih, 



(So watch them, and be patient!) Allah commanded, " await, Salih, and see what will become 
of them and be patient; verily the better end will be yours and you will have success in this life 
and the Hereafter,' 



(And inform them that the water is to be shared between them) one day for her to drink and 
one day for them to drink, 



(He said: "Here is a she-camei: it has a right to drink, and you have a right to drink (water) on a 
day, known.") (26:155) Allah's statement, 



(each one's right to drink being established.) Mujahid said, "When she did not drink, they would 
drink the water, and when she drank, they would drink her milk." Allah the Exalted said; 



(But they called their comrade and he took and killed.) According to the Scholars of Tafsir, his 
name was Qudar bin Salif; he wasthe evilest among them, 



(When the most wicked man among them went forth (to kill the she-camel). )(91 :12) Allah said 
here, 



(and he took) meaning to harm, 



(and killed (her). Then, how was My torment and My warnings), ' I tormented them, so how was 
the torment I sent on them because of their disbe- lief in Me and denying My Messenger' 



(Verily, We sent against them a single Sayhah, and they became like straw Al-Muhtazir.) They 
all perished and none of them remained. They were no more, they died out, just as plants and 
grass dry and die out. As-Suddi said that they became like the dry grass in the desert when it 
becomes burned and the wind scatters it all about. Ibn Zayd said, "The Arabs used to erect 
fences (Hizar, from which the word, Al-Muhtazir, is derived) made of dried bushes, around 
their camels and cattle, so Allah said, 



(like straw Al-Muhtazir.) 



(33. The people of Lut denied the warnings.) (34. Verily, We sent against them Hasib (a violent 
storm of stones), except the family of Lut, them We saved in the last hour of the night,) (35. As 
a favor from Us. Thus do We reward him who gives thanks.) (36. And he indeed had warned 
them of Our punishment, but they doubted the warnings!) (37. And they indeed sought to 
shame his guests. So, We blinded their eyes (saying), "Then taste you My torment and My 
warnings.") (38. And verily, an abiding torment seized them early in the morning.) (39. Then 
taste you My torment and My warnings.) (40. And indeed, We have made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember; then isthere any that will remember) 



The Story of the People of the Prophet Lut 

Allah the Exalted states that the people of Lut defied and denied their Messenger and 
committed sodomy, the awful immoral sin that no people in the history of mankind had 
committed before. This is why Allah destroyed them with a type of torment that He never 
inflicted upon any nation before them. Allah the Exalted commanded Jibril, peace be upon 
him, to raise their cities to the sky and then turn them upside down over them, followed by 
stones made of marked Sjjil. So He said here: 



(Verily, We sent against them Hasib (a violent storm of stones) except the family of Lut, them 
We saved in the last hour of the night.) They left the city in the last part of the night and were 
saved from the torment that struck their people, none of whom believed in Lut. And even Lut's 
wife suffered the same end as her people. Allah's Prophet Lut left Sodom with his daughters in 
safety, unharmed. Allah said, 



(Thus do We reward him who gives thanks. And he indeed had warned them of Our 
punishment,) meaning, before the torment struck his people, he warned them of Allah's 
torment and punishment. They did not heed the warning, nor listen to Lut, but instead doubted 
and disputed the warning. 



(And they indeed sought to shame his guests) that is the night the angels Jibril, Mika'il and 
Israfil came to him in the shape of handsome young men, as a test from Allah for Lut's people. 
Lut hosted his guests, while his wife, the evil old one, sent a message to her people informing 
them of Lut's guests. They came to him in haste from every direction, and Lut had to close the 
door in their faces. They came during the night and tried to break the door; Lut tried to fend 
them off, while shielding hisguestsfrom them, saying, 



(These are my daughters, if you must act (so).) (15:71), in reference to their women, 



(They said: "Surely, you know that we have neither any desire nor need of your 
daughters!")(11:79), meaning, 'we do not have any desire for women,' 



(and indeed you know well what we want !)(1 1:79) When the situation became serious and they 
insisted on coming in, Jibril went out to them and struck their eyes with the tip of his wing, 
causing them to lose their sight. They went back feeling for the walls to guide them, 
threatening Lut with what would befall him in the morning. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And verily, an abiding torment seized them early in the morning.) meaning, a torment that 
they had no way of escaping or avoiding, 



(Then taste you My torment and My warnings. And indeed, We have made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember; then isthere any that will remember) 



(41. And indeed, warnings came to the people of Fif awn.) (42. (They) denied all Our signs, so 
We seized them with a punishment of the Almighty, All-Capable.) (43. Are your disbelievers 
better than these Or have you immunity in the Divine Scriptures) (44. Or say they: "We are a 
great multitude, victorious") (45. Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their 
backs.) (46. Nay, but the Hour is their appointed time, and the Hour will be more grievous and 
more bitter.) 



The Story of Fir awn and His People 

Allah the Exalted narratesto usthe story of Fir' awn and his people. A Messenger came to them 
from Allah, Musa supported by his brother Harun. Their Messengers delivered good news if they 
believe, and a warning if they rejected the Message. Allah supported Musa and Harun with 
tremendous miracles and great signs, but Fir' awn and his people rejected all of them. Allah 
took them the way the All-Mighty, the All-Capable would; He destroyed them all leaving none 
surviving to tell the story of what happened to them. Advising and Threatening the Quraysh 
Allah said, 



(Are your disbelievers) meaning, ' idolatorsof the Quraysh, 



(better than these) meaning better than the nations that were mentioned here, who were 
destroyed on account of their disbelief in the Messengers and rejecting the Scriptures. ' Are you 
better than these' 



(Or have you immunity in the Divine Scriptures), 'do you have immunity from Allah that the 
torment and punishment will not touch you' Allah said about the Quraysh, 



(Or say they: "We are a great multitude, victorious") stating that they believed they will 
support each other and their great gathering will avail them against those who intend to harm 
them. Allah the Exalted responded, 



(Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show their backs.) affirming that their 
gathering shall scatter, and they shall be defeated. Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"The Prophet , while in a dome-shaped tent on the day of the battle of Badr, said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! I ask you for the fulfillment of Your covenant and promise. O Allah! If You wish (to 
destroy the believers), You will never be worshipped on the earth after today.) Abu Bakr 
caught him by the hand and said, ' This is sufficient, Allah's Messenger! You have sufficiently 
asked and petitioned Allah.' The Prophet was clad in his armor at that time and went out, 
saying, 



(Their multitude will be put to flight and they will show their backs. Nay, but the Hour is their 
appointed time and that Hour will be more grievous and more bitter.)" Al-Bukhari also recorded 
that Yusuf bin Mahak said, "I was with the Mother of the faithful, * Aishah, when she said, 
' When I was still a young playful girl in Makkah, this Ayah was revealed to Muhammad , 



(Nay, but the Hour is their appointed time and that Hour will be more grievous and more 
bitter.)" This is the abridged narration that Al-Bukhari collected, but he also collected a longer 
narration of it in the Book of the Virtues of the Qur'an. Muslim did not collect this Hadith. 



(47. Verily, the criminals are in error and will burn.) (48. The Day they will be dragged on their 
faces into the Fire (it will be said to them): "Taste you the touch of Hell!") 6(49. Verily, We 
have created all things with Qadar.) (50. And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of 
an eye.) (51. And indeed, We have destroyed your likes; then is there any that will remember) 
(52. And everything they have done is noted in Az-Zubur.) (53. And everything, small and large, 
is written down.) (54. Verily, those who have Taqwa, will be in the midst of Gardens and 
Rivers.) (55. In a seat of truth, near the Muqtadir King.) 



The Destination of the Criminals 

Allah the Exalted states that the criminals are misguided away from the truth and engulfed in 
confusion, because of the doubts and uncertainty they are in. This description befits every 
disbeliever and innovator of all types and formsof sects. Allah the Exalted said, 



(The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire), meaning, just as they were 
consumed in doubt, suspicion and hesitation, they ended up in the Fire. And just as they were 
misguided, they will end up being dragged on their faces, unaware of where they will be taken. 
They will be admonished and criticized, 



("Taste you the touch of Hell!") 

Everything was created with Qadar 

Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We have created all things with Qadar.) is similar to several other Ayat, 



(He has created everything, and has measured it exactly according to its due measurements 
(Faqaddarahu Taqdir).) (25:2) and, 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High. Who has created (everything), and then 
proportioned it. And Who has measured (Qaddara) and then guided. )(87:1-3), i.e., He 
measured out the total sum (Qadar) of everything and then guided the creation to it. The 
Imams of the Sunnah relied on this honorable Ayah as evidence that Allah created the creation 
with destined limits before they were created. He knew everything that will occur before it 
occurred and recorded everything that will occur, before they occurred. They used this Ayah 
and similar Ayat and Hadithsto refute the Qadariyyah sect, who started their sect during the 
latter time of the Companions. I mentioned this subject in detail in my explanation on the 
chapter on faith of Sahih Al-Bukhari. I will mention here some Hadiths pertaining to this 
honorable Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The idolatorsof the Quraysh 
came to the Messenger of Allah arguing with him and discounting the Qadar. This Ayah was 
revealed, 



(The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire: "Taste you the touch of Hell!" Verily, 
We have created all things with Qadar.)" Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah collected this 
Hadith. Al-Bazzar recorded that 'Amr bin Shu' ayb said that his father narrated that his 
grandfather said, "These Ayat were revealed about those who deny Al-Qadar, 



(Verily, the criminals are in error and will burn. The Day they will be dragged on their faces 
into the Fire: "Taste you the touch of Hell!" Verily, We have created all things with Qadar.)" Ibn 
Abi Hatim also recorded that Zurarah said that his father said that the Prophet recited this 
Ayah, 



("Taste you the touch of Hell!" Verily, We have created all things with Qadar.) and then said, 



» 



« 



(These Ayat were revealed about some members of my Ummah. They will come before the end 
of time and deny Al-Qadar.) Ata' bin Abi Rabah said, "I went to Ibn 'Abbas and found him 
drawing water from the well of Zamzam. The bottom of his clothes were wet with the water of 
Zamzam and I said to him, 'They talked about Al-Qadar (some denied it).' He asked, 'Have 
they done this' I said, ' Yes.' He said, ' By Allah! This Ayah was revealed only about them, 



("Taste you the touch of Hell!" Verily, We have created all things with Qadar.) They are the 
worst members of this Ummah. Do not visit those who fall ill among them or pray the Funeral 
prayer for those among them who die. If I saw one of them, I would pluck out his eyes with 
these two fingers of mine."' Imam Ahmad recorded that Naff said, " 'Abdullah bin ' Umar had a 
friend in the area of Ash-Sham who used to write to him. 'Abdullah bin ' Umar wrote to him, ' I 
was told that you started talking about Al-Qadar. Therefore, do not dare write to me any more. 
I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



« » 

(There will be some members of my Ummah who will deny Al-Qadar.)" Abu Dawud collected 
this Hadit h from Ahmad bin Hanbal. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Every thing is predetermined, even laziness and intelligence.) Muslim collected this Hadith 
using a chain of narration through Imam Malik. There is also an authentic Hadith in which the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 

(Seek the help of Allah and do not succumb to feebleness. And when an affliction strikes you, 
say, "Allah has decreed this, and He does as He wills." Do not say, "Had I done this or that, this 
or that would have happened, because "if" opens the door wide for the work of Ash-Shaytan.)" 
In a Hadith from " Abbas, the Messenger of Allah said to him, 

» 



« 

(Know that if the Ummah were to all gather their strength to cause you some benefit that Allah 
has not decreed for you, they will never be able to bring you that benefit. And if they gather 
their strength to bring a harm to you that Allah has not written on you, they will never be able 
to harm you. The pens have gone dry and the Books of Record have been closed.) imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ubadah bin Al-Walid bin Ubadah said that his father said to him, "I went to 
* Ubadah when he was ill, and I thought that he was going to die. So I said, '0 my father, 
advise us and make the best effort in this regard.' He said, ' Help me sit up,' and when he was 
helped up, he said, '0 my son! Know that you will not taste the delight of Faith or earn true 
knowledge in Allah until you believe in Al-Qadar, the good and the not so good parts of it.' I 
asked, '0 my father! How can I know (or believe in) Al-Qadar, the good and the not so good 
parts of it' He said, ' When you know that what has missed you, would never have come to you 
and what has befallen you would never have missed you. O my son! I heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 



» 



« 

(The first thing Allah created was the Pen, right after that commanded it, ' Record!' and the 
Pen recorded everything that will occur until the Day of Resurrection.) O my son! If you die not 
having this belief, you will enter the Hellfire."' At-Tirmidhi also recorded it and said: "Hasan 
Sahih Gharib." It is confirmed in Sahih Muslim from 'Abdullah bin ' Amr that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Allah recorded the measurements for the creatures fifty thousand years before He 
created the heavens and earth.) Ibn Wahb added, 



(And His Throne was over the water. )(1 1:7) At-Tirmidhi also recorded it, and he said: "Hasan, 
Sahih Gharib." 



A Warning to beware of Allah's Threats 

Allah said, 



(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.) This is information about the 
execution of His will in His creation, just as He informed us the execution of His decree in 

them, 



(And Our commandment is but one) meaning, 'We only command a thing once, without 
needing to repeat the command; and whatever We command comes to existence faster than 
the blinking of an eye without any delay, not even for an instant.' Allah said, 



(And indeed, We have destroyed your likes), i.e. the earlier nations who denied their 
Messengers, 



(then is there any that will remember) meaning, is there any that will receive admonition by 
remembering the humiliation and torment that Allah decreed for them 



(And a barrier will be set between them and that which they desire, as was done in the past 
with the people of their kind.)(34:54) Allah's statement, 



(And everything they have done is noted in Az-Zubur.) meaning, everything they did is recorded 
in the Books of Record entrusted to the angels, peace be upon them, 



(And everything, small and large,) meaning, of their actions, 



(is written down.) everything that they do is recorded and written in their Record of deeds, 
which leave nothing, whether large or small, but it is recorded and counted. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that x A'ishah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(0 'A'ishah! Beware of small sins, because there is someone assigned by Allah who records 
them.) An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah also collected this Hadith. 



The Good End for Those with Taqwa 

Allah said, 



(Verily, those who have Taqwa, will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers.), unlike the end 
that the miserable are facing, loss, confusion and being dragged in the Fire on their faces, as 
well as being disgraced, punished and threatened. Allah said, 



(In a seat of truth,) in the Dwelling of Allah's honor, encompassed by His pleasure, favors, 
bounties, generosity and compassion, 



(near the Muqtadir King.) meaning with the Magnificent King Who created everything and 
measured its destiny; He is able to grant them whatever they wish and ask for. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that " Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, the just will be with Allah on podiums of light, to the right of Ar-Rahman, and both of 
His Hands are right. They are those who are just and fair in their judgement and with their 
families and those whom they are responsible for.) Muslim and An-Nasa'i also recorded this 
Hadith. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Iqtarabat (Al-Qamar). All praise and thanks are due to 
Allah, and success and immunity from error come from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ar-Rahman 

(Chapter - 55) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Introduction to Surat Ar-Rahman 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Zirr said that a man said to Ibn Mas' ud : "How is this recited: 
"Ma'in Ghayri Yasin or Asin" He asked him, "Are you that proficient in reciting the whole Qur'an" 
He replied, "I recite the Mufassal section in one Rak' ah." So he said, "Woe to you! Do you recite 



the Qur'an in haste, as if it is poetry I know that the Prophet used to recite two Surahs from the 
beginning of the Mufassal section (in one Rak' ah)." And Ibn Mas' ud considered Surat Ar-Rahman 
to be the beginning of the Mufassal section. Abu " Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Jabir said, "The 
Messenger of Allah went to his Companions and recited Surat Ar-Rahman from beginning to end 
for them, but they did not say anything. The Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(I recited it to the Jinns, on the night of the Jinns and their response was better than yours! 
Whenever I recited Allah's statement: (Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny)( They said, "None of Your favors do we deny, our Lord! All praise is due to you.") At- 
Tirmidhi recorded it and he said, "This Hadith is Gharib." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar also 
collected this Hadith. Abu Ja' far Ibn Jarir recorded that 'Abdullah bin x Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah recited Surat Ar-Rahman, or it was recited before him, and he said, 

« » 

(Why do I hear the Jinn giving a better response to their Lord than you) They said, "Why isthat, 
Allah's Messenger" He said, 

: » 



« : 

(Whenever I recited the statement of Allah the Exalted, (Then which of the blessings of your 
Lord will you both deny)( The Jinn responded by saying, "None of the favors of our Lord do we 
deny.")" Al-Hafiz Al-Bazzar also collected this Hadith. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Ar-Rahman!) (2. He has taught the Qur'an.) (3. He created man.) (4. He taught him Al- 
Bayan.) (5. The sun and the moon (run) on fixed courses.) (6. And the Najm and the trees 
prostrating.) (7. And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the balance.) (8. In 
order that you may not transgress the balance.) (9. And observe the weight with equity and do 
not make the balance deficient.) (10. And the earth He has put down (laid) for Al-An'am.) (11. 
Therein are fruits, date palms producing Akmam.) (12. And also corn, with (its) 'Asf, and 
Rayhan.) (13. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



Ar-Rahman revealed and taught the Qur'an 

Allah informs of His favors and His mercy for His creatures, for He revealed the Qur'an to His 
servants, He made memorizing and understanding of it easy for those on whom He has 
bestowed His mercy, 



(Ar-Rahman! He has taught the Qur'an. He created man. He taught him Al-Bayan.) Al-Hasan 
said: "Eloquent speech." This refers to Allah teaching the Qur'an, that is, teaching the servants 
how to recite it by making it easy for them to speak and pronounce letters with the various 
partsof the mouth, such asthe alveolar bridge, the tongue and the lips 

Among Allah's Signs: the Sun, the Moon, the Sky and the Earth 



Allah said, 



(The sun and the moon (run) on fixed courses.) They move in their orbit in perfect succession, 
according to precise calculation that is never delayed nor disturbed, 



(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float, 
each in an orbit. )(36:40), 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and 
the moon for calculating. Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) (6:96), Allah 
said, 



(And the Najm and the trees prostrating.) Ibn Jarir commented, "Scholars of Tafsir disagreed 
over the meaning of Allah's statement, " And the Najm.' They agreed, however, that the trees 
mentioned here are those that stand on trunks."' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "An-Najm refers to the plants that lay on the ground." Similar was said by Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, As-Suddi and Sufyan Ath-Thawri. This is what Ibn Jarir preferred, may Allah have mercy 
upon him. Mujahid said, "An-Najm (the star); the one that is in the sky." Al-Hasan and Qatadah 
said similarly. This is the saying that is the most obvious, and Allah knows best, for Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(See you not that whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the earth, and the sun, and the 
moon, and the stars, and the mountains, and the trees, and the moving creatures, and many of 
mankind prostrate themselves to All ah.) (22: 18) Allah's statement, 



(And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the balance.) meaning the justice, as He 
said in another Ayah, 



(Indeed, We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and sent down with them the Book 
and the balance that mankind may keep up equity. )(57:25) Allah said here, 



(In order that you may not transgress the balance.) meaning, He created the heavens and earth 
in justice and truth so that everything is founded on, and observing, justice and truth. Allah's 
statement, 



(And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient.) meaning, do not 
cheat in the weights and measures, but rather observe justice and fairness, 



(And weigh with the true and straight balance. ) (26: 182) Allah said, 



(And the earth He has put down (laid) for Al-Ana'm.) Allah raised the heavens and put down, or 
laid, the earth and balanced it with firm mountains, so that it would be stable for its residents 
that live on it, i.e. the various types and kinds of creatures, different in species, shape, color 
and language. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said that Al-An'am means the 
creatures. 



(Therein are fruits,) of various colors, taste and scent, 



(and date palms producing Akmam.) Allah mentioned the date tree here specifically because of 
its benefit, both fresh and dry. Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn 'Abbas said said Al-Akmam, means 
sheathed fruit stalks. Smilar was said by more than one of the scholars of Tafsir, it refers to 
the stalks that the seeds grow in to become a cluster of dates, unripe green dates then they 
ripen and ripen more. Allah said, 



(And also corn, with (its) 'Asf, and Rayhan.) 'AM bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn 'Abbas said that 
in, 



(And also corn, with (its) 'Asf), 'Asf means straw." AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas, "" Asf is 
green leaves cut from the stem, so it is called 'Asf when it dries out." Smilarly, Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak and Abu Malik said that 'Asf means straw. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and others said that 
Rayhan means leaves, while Al-Hasan said that it means sweet-scented plants. 'Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said that Rayhan means green leaves. The meanings here, and 
Allah knows best, are the various crops that produce straw, such as wheat and barley, and 
Rayhan are the leaves that grow on the stems. 



Mankind is surrounded by Allah's Favors 

Allah said, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) meaning, "0 mankind and Jinn, 
which of the favorsthat Allah has given to you do you deny" Mujahid and others said this, and it 
is apparent when one reads what comes after it. Meaning the favors that are obvious to you 
while you are surrounded by them, you cannot deny or reject them. Sb we say, just as the 
believers among the Jinns said, "O Allah! None of Your favors do we deny. All praise is due to 
You." Ibn ' Abbas used to say, "Nay, our Lord!" meaning, "None of Your favors do we deny." 



(14. He created man from sounding clay like the clay of pottery.) (15. And the Jinn He created 
from a smokeless flame of fire.) (16. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny) (17. The Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two wests.) (18. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (19. He has Marajathe two seas meeting together.) 
(20. Between them is a barrier which none of them can transgress.) (21. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (22. Out of them both come out pearls and Al- 
Marjan.) (23. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (24. And His are Al- 
Jawar Al-Munsha'at, in the seas like A* lam.) (25. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will 
you both deny) 



The Creation of Humans and Jinns 

Allah mentions that He created mankind from clay, like that used in pottery, and created the 
Jinns from the tip of the flame of a smokeless fire. This was said by Ad-Dahhak from Ibn 
'Abbas. It was also said by ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Ibn Zayd. AI-" Awfi reported from 
Ibn " Abbas, "From the best part of the fire, from its smokeless flame." Imam Ahmad recorded 
that ' Aishah said that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 

« 

(The angels were created from light, the Jinns from a smokeless flame of fire, and ' Adam from 
what was described to you.) Muslim also collected this Hadith. Allah's statement: 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) was explained above 

Allah is the Lord of the Two Easts and the Two Wests 

Allah said, 



((He is) the Lord of the two easts and the Lord of the two wests.) meaning the sunrise of 
summer and winter and the sunset of summer and winter. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(So, I swear by the Lord of all the points of sunrise and sunset in the east and the 
west.)(70:40), referring to the different places from which the sun rises and then sets on 
people every day. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(The Lord of the east and the west; none has the right to be worshipped but He. So take Him 
alone as a trustee. )(73:9), referring to the different places of sunrise and sunset and the 
benefits that this variation brings to the created, mankind and Jinns, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 

Allah created Different Types of Water 

Allah said, 



(He has Maraja the two seas), or let them loose, according to Ibn ' Abbas. Allah's statement, 



(meeting together.) Ibn Zayd said, "He prevents them from meeting by the dividing barrier He 
placed between them to separate them." The two seas are the fresh and salty waters, the 
former coming from running rivers. We discussed this topic in Surat Al-Furqan when explaining 
Allah's statement; 



(And it is He Who has let free the two seas: one palatable and sweet, and the other salty and 
bitter; and He has set a barrier and a complete partition between them.)(25:53) Allah said, 



(Between them is a barrier which none of them can transgress.) meaning, He has placed a 
barrier of land between these two types of waters, so that they do not transgress upon each 
other, which would spoil the characteristicsthey were created with. Allah said, 



(Out of them both come out pearls and Al-Marjan. ) pearls are well-known. As for Marjan they 
say it means small pearls. Mujahid, Qatadah, Abu Ruzayn, Ad-Dahhak said it, and it has also 
been reported from 'AM. It was also said that it means large, precious pearls, this was 
mentioned by Ibn Jarir from some of the Salaf. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn 'Abbas who 
said, "When it rains, the oysters in the sea open their mouths. What falls in them, the drops, 
turns into pearls." Its chain of narrators is Sahih. Since this type of adornment is a favor from 
Allah to the people of earth, He reminded them of it, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Allah said, 



(And His are Al-Jawar Al-Munsha'at), meaning the ships that float, 



(in the seas), Mujahid said, "Whatever ship hoists a sail, it is from Munsha'at, if it does not hoist 
a sail, it is not from the Munsha'at." Qatadah said, "Al-Munsha'at means created." Others said 
that it is Al-Munshi'at meaning, "launched." 



(like A' lam.) This means, they are like mountains with their great size, and it also refers to the 
trade and commercial services they make possible, transporting cargo from one area to another 
and from one province to another. Ships provide various benefits for people, including 
transporting different types of goods they need. Therefore, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



(26. Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish.) (27. And the Face of your Lord Dhul-Jalal wal- 
Ikram will remain forever.) (28. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 
(29. Whosoever is in the heavens and on the earth begs of Him. Every day He is (engaged) in 
some affair!) (30. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



Allah is the Ever Living, Free of all Need 

Allah states that all the residents of earth will perish and die. The residents of the heavens will 
die, except whomever Allah wills. Only Allah's Honorable Face will remain, because our Lord, 
the Exalted, the Blessed, is the Ever Living Who never dies. Qatadah said, "First, Allah 
mentioned His creatures and then He said that all of this will perish." And in the reported 
supplication: '0 You the Ever Living Who sustains all that exists! O You Who created the 
heavens and the earth without precedence. You, Who Owns the glory and the honor, none 
has the right to be worshipped except You. We seek refuge with Your mercy. Grant Us success 
in all of our matters. Please, do not abandon us to rely on ourselves even for an instant nor on 
any of Your creation." Ash-Sha' bi said, "When you have recited, 



(Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish.) do not stop, continue reading, 



(And the Face of your Lord Dhul-Jalal wal-lkram will remain forever.)" This Ayah is similar to 
Allah's statement, 



(Everything will perish save His Face.)(28:88) In this Ayah, Allah describes His Noble Face as 
being Dhul-Jalal wal-lkram, indicating that He is Worthy of being revered, and thus, never 
defied; and obeyed, and thus, never disobeyed, 



(And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and afternoon, seeking 
His Face.)(18:28), And as He said about those giving charity: 



(We feed you seeking Allah's Face only.)(76:9) Ibn ' Abbas commented on the meaning of Dhul- 
Jalal wal-lkram, by saying, "Owner of greatness and pride." After Allah stated that all of the 
inhabitants of the earth will die and end up in the Hereafter when He, Dhul-Jalal wal-lkram, 
will judge them by Hisfair judgement, He said, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Allah said, 



(Whosoever is in the heavens and on the earth begs of Him. Every day He is (engaged) in some 
affair.) In this Ayah, Allah affirms that He is Rich, Free of all wants for anyone else and that all 
creatures stand in need of Him, in all conditions and situations. They all seek His help willingly 
or unwillingly. Everyday, He is engaged in some affair. Al-A' mash reported from Mujahid, from 
x Ubayd bin ' Umayr, 



(Every day He is (engaged) in some affair.) He said, "Of His affairs is that He answers the 
supplicant, or gives to the one requesting, or removing adversity, or cures the one seeking to 
be cured." 



(31. We shall attend to you, OThaqalan!) (32. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you 
both deny) (33. O assembly of Jinn and men! If you are able to pass beyond the zones of the 
heavens and the earth, then pass beyond (them)! But you will never be able to pass them, 
except with authority (from Allah)!) (34. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny) (35. There will be sent against you both, Shuwaz of fire and Nuhas, and you will not be 
able to defend yourselves.) (36. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) ur 
Lord will you both deny) 



A Warning for Humans and Jinn 

Ibn Jurayj said that the Ayah, 



(We shall attend to you,) means, ' We shall judge you,' while Al-Bukhari said that it means, "We 
shall recompense you. Surely, nothing will busy Allah from attending to anything else." This 
type of speech pattern is common in the Arabic language. For example, one would say, "I will 
attend to you," even when one is not busy with anything else. Allah's saying; 



(Oyou Thaqalan!) refers to the humans and the Jinns, as in the Hadith; 

« » 

(Everyone will be able to hear it, except the Thaqalayn.) In another narration that explains it, 
the Prophet said, 



« » 

(...except mankind and the Jinns.) Allah said, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny), then, 



(0 assembly of Jinn and men! If you are able to pass beyond the zones of the heavens and the 
earth, then pass beyond (them)! But you will never be able to pass them, except with authority 
(from Allah)!) meaning, 'you will never be able to escape Allah's orders and decrees, because it 
encompasses you. You will never be able to avoid or avert His rule and judgement over you, 
you are surrounded by it wherever you may be.' This is also about the Gathering when the 
angels, comprising seven lines in every direction, will surround the creatures. None of the 
creatures will be able to escape on that Day, 



(except with authority) meaning, except with the commandment from Allah, 



(On that Day man will say: "Where (is the refuge) to flee" No! There is no refuge! Unto your 
Lord will be the place of rest that Day.) (75: 10-1 2), 



(And those who earned evil deeds, the recompense of an evil deed is the like thereof, and 
humiliating disgrace will cover them. No defender will they have from Allah. Their faces will be 
covered as it were with pieces from the darkness of night. They are the dwellers of Fire, they 
will abide therein forever. )(10:27) Allah's statement, 



(There will be sent against you both, Shuwaz of fire and Nuhas, and you will not be able to 
defend yourselves.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas that Shuwaz is the flame of 
fire. Abu Salih said, "It is the flame above the fire below the smoke." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Shuwaz of fire) "A flood of fire." Allah said; 



(and Nuhas) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas; "The smoke of the fire." Similar was 
reported from Abu Salih, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Abu Sinan. Ibn Jarir said that the Arabs used to 
call the smoke of the fire, Nuhas and Nihas. But he said that the scholars of Qur'anic recitation 
said that in this Ayah, the word recited is Nuhas. Mujahid said, "Molten brass poured over their 
heads." Qatadah held the same view. Ad-Dahhak said, "Nuhas is liquid copper." The Ayah means, 
'if you, mankind and the Jinns, try to escape on the Day of Resurrection, then the angels, 
including those among them who guard Hellfire, will bring you back by directing smoke of fire 
and molten brass on you.' Allah's statement, 



(and you will not be able to defend yourselves. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will 
you both deny) 



(37. Then when the heaven is rent asunder, and it becomes Wardah like Dihan.) (38. Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (39. So, on that Day he will not be 
questioned about his sin, (neither) human nor Jinn.) (40. Then which of the blessings of your 
Lord will you both deny) (41. The criminals will be known by their marks, and they will be 
seized by their foreheads and feet.) (42. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny) (43. This is the Hell which the criminals denied.) (44. They will go between it and Hamim 
An!) (45. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



The Horrors of the Day of Resurrection 

Allah said, 



(Then when the heaven is rent asunder,) on the Day of Resurrection; this meaning is clear in 
this and similar Ayat, such as, 



(And the heaven will be rent asunder, for that Day it (the heaven) will be frail and torn 
up.)(69:16), 



(And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall be rent asunder with clouds, and the angels 
will be sent down, with a grand descending. )(25:25) and, 



(When the heaven is split asunder, and listens to and obeys its Lord -- and it must do so.)(84:1- 
2) Allah's statement, 



(and it becomes Wardah like Dihan.) This means they will melt just as sediment and silver are 
melted when heated. And they will be colored, just as dies stain something, sometimes red, 
sometimes yellow, or blue, or green. This demonstrates the extent of the horrors of the Mighty 
Day of Resurrection. As-Suddi said, "It will be as rosy color and asfilth oil." Mujahid said 



(like Dihan), "Like the colors of dyes." Allah said; 



(So on that Day he will not be questioned about his sins, (neither) human nor Jinn.) this is 
similar to His saying; 



(That will be a Day when they shall not speak, and they will not be permitted to put forth any 
excuse. )(77:35-36) This is the case at the time, then all the creatures will be questioned about 
their deeds. Allah said; 



(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to 
do.)(15:92-93) Qatadah said, "On that they will be questioned and then their mouths will be 
sealed and their hands and feet will reveal what they used to do." Allah the Exalted said, 



(The criminals will be known by their marks,) i.e., by special marks that distinguish them. Al- 
Hasan and Qatadah said, "They will be known by their dark faces and their blue eyes." I say that 
this contrasts to the marks that will distinguish the believers, such as the light that will appear 
on the parts of the body that they used to wash while performing ablution. Allah said, 



(and they will be seized by their foreheads and feet.) meaning, the angels of punishment will 
bend their heads down to their feet and throw them like this into the Hellfire. Al-A' mash said 
that Ibn 'Abbas said, "He will be taken by his forehead and his feet and be broken just as a 
stick is broken to be thrown into an oven." Allah said, 



(This is the Hell which the criminals denied.) meaning, ' this is the Fire that you used to deny 
existed that it; now you see it before your eyes!' While being chastised, criticized, disgraced 
and belittled, thiswill be said to the disbelievers. 



(They will go between it and Hamim An!) meaning, they will sometimes be punished with fire 
and they will sometimes be given Hamim which is a drink like molten copper tearing their 
intestines and internal organs, 



(When the iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the chains, they shall be dragged 
along, in the Hamim, then they will be burned in the Fire.)(40:71-72) Allah said 



(An) meaning hot, due to the fierce and intense heat that is impossible to bear. Ibn 'Abbas 
said; 



(They will go between it and Hamim An!) "That has reached the ultimate temperature and 
boiling fiercely." Similar was said by Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Ath- 
Thawri and As-Suddi. Qatadah also commented, "Its boiling started when Allah created the 
heavens and the earth!" Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said, "The (disobedient) servant will be 
seized by the forehead and stirred in that boiling water until his flesh melts and only the bones 
and the eyes in his head remain. This isthe meaning of Allah's statement, 



(In the Hamim, then they will be burned in the Fire.)(40:72) And Al-Hamim Al-An means hot. 
There is another report from Al-Qurazi; 



(Hamim An) that it means "prepared. " This is also the view of Ibn Zayd. And saying that it 
means "prepared" does not contradict the first report from Al-Qurazi which says that it means 
hot, for Allah said: 



(They will be given to drink from a spring, Aniyah.) (88:5) which means severe unbearable 
heat, and His saying; 



(not to wait for it to be prepared) (33: 53) which means properly cooking and preparing it. So His 
saying; 



(Hamim An.) Hamim, that is very hot. Surely, punishing the disobedient criminals as well as 
favoring those who had Taqwa, is from Allah's grace, mercy, justice, compassion and kindness 
for His creatures. His warnings against His torment and punishment, such as mentioned in these 
Ayat, should encourage all creatures to abandon the Shirk and disobedience they engage in, 
and this is why Allah reminded them of this favor; 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



(46. But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there will be two Gardens.) (47. Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (48. With Afnan.) (49. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (50. In them (both) will be two springs flowing 
(free).) (51. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (52. In them (both) 
will be every kind of fruit in pairs.) (53. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny) 



The Delight of Those Who have Taqwa in Paradise 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(But for him who fearsthe standing before his Lord,) on the Day of Resurrection, 



(And restrained himself from the desires.) (79:40), and does not indulge nor prefer this worldly 
life. He who knows that the Hereafter is better and more lasting, so he fulfills what his Lord 
ordered him and stays away from His prohibitions, then he will earn two gardens from his Lord 
on the Day of Resurrection. Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Qays said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(There are two gardens made of silver -- their vessels and all that they contain. And there are 
two gardens made of gold -- their vessels and all that they contain. And nothing stands 
between the people in the 'Adn Garden and looking at their Lord, the Exalted and Most 
Honored, but the covering of pride before His Face.) The Group, with the exception of Abu 
Dawud, collected this via the Hadith of 'Abdul-' Aziz. This Ayah is general and applies to both 
humans and Jinns, providing proof that those among the Jinns who believe and have Taqwa will 
enter Paradise, for Allah is reminding the Ath-Thaqalayn of this favor, as He says; 



(But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there will be two Gardens. Then which of 
the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Then He describes these two gardens, by saying, 



(With Afnan.) their trees have beautiful young branches that hold and produce every type of 
ripened beautiful fruit, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) ' Ata' Al-Khurasani and several 
others said that Afnan means spreading branches of trees that reach the branches of other 
trees, 



(In them (both) will be two springs flowing.) free to water these trees and branches that 
produce all kinds of fruits, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that one of 
these springs is called Tasnim, and the other called As-Salsabil. ' Atiyah said that the water of 
one of these springs is from non-standing water and the other from wine that gives delight to 
those who drink it. Allah's statement, 



(In them (both) will be every kind of fruit in pairs.), of every type and kind of fruit, that which 
they knew before, and better, and that which they did not know before. Therein, there are 
delights that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and no heart has ever imagined, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Ibrahim bin Al-Hakam bin Aban 
said that his father narrated from Mkrimah that Ibn 'Abbas said, "There is not a fruit that 
exists in this life, sweet or bitter, but it exists in Paradise, even the colo- cynth." Ibn ' Abbas 
also said, "There is nothing in the world that is in the Hereafter except in name." Meaning there 
is such an enormous difference and contrast between the two in enjoyment and value. 



(54. Reclining upon the couches lined with Istabraq, and the fruits of the two Gardens will be 
near at hand.) (55. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (56. Wherein 
both will be Qasirat At-Tarf, whom never deflowered a human before nor Jinn.) (57. Then 
which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (58. They are like Yaqut and Marjan.) 
(59. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (60. Is there any reward for 
good other than good) (61. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) Allah 
said, 



(Reclining), in reference to the residents of Paradise, who will recline or sit cross-legged; 



(upon the couches lined with Istabraq,) which is thick silk brocade, according to ' Ikrimah, Ad- 
Dahhak and Qatadah. Abu * Imran Al-Jawni said, "It is thick silk embroidered with gold." In this 
way, the honor of the outside is alluded to by mentioning the honor of the inside. Abu Ishaq 
narrated that Hubayrah bin Yarim said that ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "This is their interior, so 
what about it if you see their exterior" Allah said, 



(and the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand.) close to the believers who will be able 
to take any of it they wish, whether they are reclining or otherwise, 



(The fruits in bunches whereof will be low and near at hand.)(69:23), 



(And the shade thereof is. close upon them, and the bunches of fruit thereof will hang low 
within their reach.) (76: 14), meaning, these fruits descend from their branches to those who 
wish to have them, because they are close at hand, 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) After Allah mentioned the 
couches, He then said, 



(Wherein will be), meaning on these couches or beds, 



(Qasirat At-Tarf) chaste females, wives restraining their glances, desiring none except their 
husbands, seeing them as the most beautiful men in Paradise. This was said by Ibn 'Abbas, 
Qatadah, * Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ibn Zayd. It was reported that one of these wives will say to 
her husband, "By Allah! I neither see anything in Paradise more handsome than you nor more 
beloved to me than you. 3d praise be to Allah Who made you for me and made me for you." 
Allah said, 



(whom never deflowered a human before nor Jinn ) meaning they are delightful virgins of 
comparable age who never had sexual intercourse with anyone, whether from mankind or 
Jinns, before their husbands. This is also a proof that the believers among the Jinns will enter 
Paradise. Artat bin Al-Mundhir said, "Darmrah bin Habib was asked if the Jinns will enter 
Paradise and he said, 'Yes, and they will get married. The Jinns will have Jinn women and the 
humans will have female humans."' Allah's statement, 



(whom never deflowered a human before nor Jinn. Then which of the blessings of your Lord 
will you both deny) Then Allah describes these women for the proposed: 



(they are like Yaqut and Marjan.) Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Ibn Zayd and others said, "They are as 
pure as rubies and white as Marjan." So here they described Marjan as pearls. Imam Muslim 
recorded that Muhammad bin Srin said, "Some people either boasted or just wondered who are 
more in Paradise, men or women. Abu Hurayrah said, 'Has not Abu Al-Qasim (Muhammad ) 
said, 



» 



( ) 



« 

(Verily, the first group that will enter Paradise will look like the moon when it is full, and the 
next batch will be as radiant as the radiant star in the sky. Each one of them will marry two 
wives. The marrow of the bones of their shins will be seen through the flesh. None will be 
unmarried in Paradise.) This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(A morning or an evening journey in Allah's cause is better than the world and whatever is on 
its surface. And a place in Paradise as small as that occupied by the whip of one of you, is 



better than the world and whatever is on its surface. If one of the women of the people of 
Paradise looks directly at the earth, she will fill what is between Paradise and earth with a 
good scent and all of it will become delightful. Verily, the veil over her head is better than this 
life and all that is on its surface.) Al-Bukhari also collected a similar narration. Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(Is there any reward for good other than good) Allah declares that in the Hereafter, all that is 
good and righteous isthe only befitting reward for those who do good deeds in this life, 



(For those who have done good is best (reward) and even more.)(10:26) All of these are 
tremendous blessings that cannot be earned merely by good deeds, but by Allah's favor and 
bounty, after all of these He says; 



(Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 



(62. And below these two, there are two other Gardens.) (63. Then which of the blessings of 
your Lord will you both deny) (64. Mudhammatan.) (65. Then which of the blessings of your 
Lord will you both deny) (66. In them (both) will be two springs Naddakhatan.) (67. Then which 
of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (68. In them (both) will be fruits, and date 
palms and pomegranates.) (69. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) 
(70. Therein (Gardens) will be Khayrat Hisan;) (71. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will 
you both deny) (72. Hur (beautiful, fair females) guarded in pavilions;) (73. Then which of the 
blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (74. Whom never deflowered a human before nor 
Jinn.) (75. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both deny) (76. Reclining on green 
Rafraf and rich beautiful " Abqariy.) (77. Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both 
deny) (78. Blessed be the Name of your Lord, Dhil-Jalali wal-lkram.) 



These two gardens are lower, in virtue and in status than the two 
before them, as supported in the Qur'an. 

Allah said: 



(And below these two, there are two other Gardens.) We previously mentioned the Hadith 
stating that there are two gardens made of gold, their vessels and all they contain, and there 
are two gardens made of silver, their vessels and all they contain. The first two are for the 
near believers (Muqarribin) and the latter two are for those on the right (Ashab Al-Yamin). Abu 
Musa commented, "There are two gardens made of gold for the Muqarribin and two gardens 
made of silver for Ashab Al-Yamin." There are several proofs that the former two gardens in 
Paradise are better in grade than the latter. Allah mentioned the former two gardens before 
the latter two, thus indicating their significance, then He said, 



(And below these two, there are two other Gardens.) And this is an obvious form of honoring 
the first two gardens over the latter two. Allah described the former gardens: 



(With Af nan), which are the extending branches, as we explained, or various types of delights. 
But He said about the latter two gardens, 



(Mudhammatan), being dark, because of the intense irrigation. Ibn 'Abbas said, "Mudhammatan 
means, they have become dark green because of extensive water irrigation." Muhammad bin 
Ka' b said: 



(Mudhammatan) "Full of greenery." There is no doubt that the former two gardens are better, 
their branches are fresh, youthful and intermingling. Allah said about the former two gardens, 



(In them (both) will be two springs flowing (free)), while He said about the springs of the latter 
two gardens, 



(Naddakhatan); 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas: "It means gushing. And the free 
flowing is stronger than gushing." Ad-Dahhak said that, 



(gushing forth) means, they are full of water and constantly gushing. Allah said about the 
former two gardens, 



(In them (both) will be every kind of fruit in pairs), but He said about the latter two gardens, 



(In them (both) will be fruits, and date palms and pomegranates.) There is no doubt that the 
first description is better and refers to more of a variety and more types of fruit. Allah said 
about the latter two gardens, Allah then said; 



(Therein will be Khayrat Hisan;) meaning, there are various types of good and delightful things 
in these two gardens in Paradise, according to Qatadah. It was also said that Khayrat is plural 
of Khayrah and it is a righteous, well-mannered, beautiful woman, according to the majority of 
scholars, and it is also reported from Umm Salamah as a Hadith from the Prophet . There is 
another Hadith saying that Al-Hur AI-" Ayn will sing, 

« » 

("We are Al-Khayrat Al-Hisan, we were created for honorable husbands.") Allah said: 



(Hur (beautiful, fair females) guarded in pavilions;) but He said about the first two gardens, 



(Wherein both will be Qasirat At-Tarf,) There is no doubt that the chaste wives that restrain 
their glances themselves, are better than those guarded in pavilions even though both are 
secluded. About Allah's saying: 



(in pavilions;) Al-Bukhari recorded that 'Abdullah bin Qays said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, in Paradise, the believer will have a tent from a hollow pearl, the width thereof is sixty 
miles. In each corner of it there are wives for the believer that do not see the other wives, and 
the believer will visit them all.) In another narration the Prophet said that this tent is thirty 
miles wide. Muslim recorded this Hadith and in his narration, the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Verily in Paradise, the believer will have a tent made of a hollow pearl the length thereof 
being sixty miles. In it, the believer will have wives who do not see each other, and the 
believer will visit them all.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(Whom never were deflowered by a human before nor Jinn.) We explained this meaning 
before. Allah added in the description of the first group of the believers' wives, 



(they are like Yaqut (rubies) and Marjan (pearls). Then which of the blessings of your Lord will 
you both deny) Allah said, 



(Reclining on green Rafraf and rich beautiful ' Abqariy. ) ' AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
'Abbas: "Rafraf means cushions." Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others 
also said that Rafraf means cushions. Al-' Ala' bin Badr said: "The Rafraf are arrayed hanging 
over the couches." Allah's statement, 



(and rich beautiful 'Abqariy.) Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said that 'Abqariy 
means rich carpets. Allah said, 



(Blessed be the Name of your Lord (Allah) Dhil-Jalal wal-lkram,) Allah states that He is Worthy 
of being honored and always obeyed, revered and thus worshipped, appreciated and never 
unappreciated, and remembered and never forgotten. ' Abdullah bin ' Abbas said that, 



(Dhil-Jalal wal-lkram) means, the Owner of greatness and pride. In aHadith, the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, among the acts of venerating Allah, are honoring the elderly Muslims, the one in 
authority, and carrier (memorizer) of the Qur'an who avoids extremism and laziness with it." 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Rabi' ah bin ' Amir said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 

« » 



(Persist (in invoking Allah) with, "Ya Dhal-Jalal wal-lkram (0 Owner of greatness and honor).") 
An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith. Muslim and the Four Sunan compilers recorded that 
'A'ishah said, "When the Messenger of Allah would (say the) Salam (completing prayer), he 
would only sit as long as it takes him to say, 

» 

« 

(0 Allah! You are As- Salam, and peace comes from You. Blessed be You Ya Dhal-Jalal wal- 
lkram.)." This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ar-Rahman, all praise is due to Allah and all 
favors come from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Waqr ah 

(Chapter - 56) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-Waqi ah 

Abu Ishaq reported from " Ikrimah from Ibn 'Abbas that Abu Bakr said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
You are becoming gray" The Messenger replied, 

» 

« 

(Hud (chapter 11), Al-Waqr ah (56), Al-Mursalat (77), 'Amma Yatasa'alun (78) and Idha Ash- 
Shamsu Kuwwirat (81) have made me gray.) At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said, "Hasan 
Gharib." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When the WaqT ah occurs) (2. There is not, for its occurrence, Kadhibah.) (3. Bringing low 
(some), exalting (others).) (4. When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake.) (5. And the 
mountains will be powdered to dust,) (6. So that they will become floating dust particles.) (7. 
And you (all) will be in three groups. ) (8. 3d those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those 
on the right!) (9. And those on the left -- how (unfortunate) will be those on the left!) (10. And 
those foremost will be foremost.) (11. These will be the nearest (to Allah).) (12. In the Gardens 
of Delight.) 



The Horrors of the Day of Resurrection 

AI-WaqT ah (the occurrence), is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection, because that Day 
is real and will surely come. Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(Then on that Day shall the WaqT ah occur. )( 69:15) Allah the Exalted said, 



(There is not, for its occurrence, Kadhibah.) means, when He commands the Day of 
Resurrection to begin, none can stop it from happening or prevent it from beginning, 



(Answer the call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a Day which can not be averted.) 
(42:47), 



(A questioner asked concerning a torment about to occur -- upon the disbelievers, which none 
can avert.) (70: 1-2), 



(And on the Day He will say: "Be!" -- and it is! His Word isthe Truth. Hiswill be the dominion on 
the Day when the Trumpet will be blown. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He isthe All- 
Wise, Well Aware. )(6:73) As for the meaning of 



(Kadhibah) Muhammad bin Ka' b said: "It will certainly occur," while Qatadah said, "It shall not 
be discontinued, taken back or aborted. Allah's statement, 



(Bringing low, exalting.) indicates that AI-WaqTah lowers some people to the lowest parts of 
the Fire, even if they had been mighty in this life. It also elevates others to the highest grades 
in the residence of eternal delight, even if they were weak in this life. This was said by Al- 
Hasan, Qatadah and others. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(Bringing low, exalting), "It made the near and the far hear it," while ' Ikrimah said, "It 
lowered, and thus those who were close heard it, and elevated, and thus those in the distance 
heard it." Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said similarly. Allah said, 



(When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake.) meaning, it is shaken and moved 
violently over all of its surface and through its depths. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and 
others said about Allah's saying:, 



(When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake.) it means "Violently shaken." Ar-Rabr bin 
Anas said, "The earth will be shaken with all that is in it, just as a sifter is shaken with its 
contents." This is like Allah's saying: 



(When the earth is shaken with its earthquake. )(99:1) and, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake of the Hour is a terrible 
thing. )(22:1). Allah said: 



(And the mountains will be powdered to dust,) meaning, relentlessly pulverized. This was said 
by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, x Ikrimah and Qatadah and others. Ibn Zayd said: "The mountains will 
become just like Allah described them, 



(A heap of sand poured out.) (73: 14)." Allah's saying: 



(So that they will become floating dust particles.) Abu Ishaq narrated from Al-Harith, from ' Ali: 
"It will become like the rising dust storm that soon fades away leaving no trace of itself 
behind." Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas about Allah's saying: 



(So that they will become floating dust particles.) "It describes the rising embers from the fire 
when it is kindled, but when the embers land, they are extinguished quickly." ' Ikrimah said, 
"The floating dust particlesthat the wind scatters all around," while Qatadah said, 



(floating particles), "Like the dry parts of trees that the wind scatters all about." This Ayah is 
similar to several other Ayat that indicate that the mountains will be moved from their places, 
demolished and blown off their bases, becoming like carded wool on the Day of Resurrection. 



Three Categories of People on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah's statement, 



(And you (all) will be in three groups.) This means that people will be divided into three 
categories on the Day of Resurrection. Some will on the right of Allah's Throne, and they are 
those who were brought forth from 'Adam's right side. This category will be given their Books 
of Records in their right hand and will be taken to the right side. As-Suddi explained that they 
will comprise the majority of the residents of Paradise. Another category is those who will be 
placed to the left of Allah's Throne, and they are those who were brought forth from ' Adam's 
left side. This category will be given their Books of Records in their left hands and will betaken 
to the left side. They are the residents of the Fire, may Allah save us from their actions. A 
third category is comprised of those who are the foremost and nearest before Allah. They are 
in a better grade and status and nearer to Allah than those on the right side. They are the 
chiefs of those on the right side, because they include the Messengers, Prophets, true believers 
and martyrs. They are fewer than those on the right side; so Allah said, 



(So those on the right -- how will be those on the right! And those on the left -- how will be 
those on the left! And those foremost will be foremost.) Allah divides people into these three 
groups upon their death, as indicated by the end of this Surah. Allah mentioned them in His 
statement as well, 



(Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants whom We chose. Then of them 
are some who wrong themselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of 
them are some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds.)(35:32) Muhammad bin Ka' b, 
Abu Hazrah Ya' qub bin Mujahid said that, 



(And those foremost will be foremost.) is about the Prophets, peace be upon them, while As- 
Suddi said that they are the residents of the utmost highs (Ahl AI-" llliyyin, in Paradise). The 
meaning of foremost is that they were foremost in performing the acts of righteousness just as 
Allah commanded them, 



(And march forth in the way to forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as the 
heavens and the earth. )(3: 133) and, 



(Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord, and Paradise the 
width whereof is as the width of the heaven and the earth. )(57:21) Therefore, those who rush 
to obey Allah in this life and are foremost in performing acts of righteousness, will be among 
the foremost believers honored in the Hereafter. Verily, the reward is according to the kind of 
deed, and as one does, so he is judged. 3d Allah said: 



(These will be the nearest (to Allah). In the Gardens of Delight. 



(13. A multitude of those will be from the first ones.) (14. And a few of those will be from the 
later ones.) (15. (They will be) on thrones, Mawdunah.) (16. Reclining thereon, face to face.) 
(17. Immortal boys will go around them (serving),) (18. With cups, and jugs, and a glass of 



flowing wine,) (19. Wherefrom neither Yusadda' un nor Yunzifun.) (20. And with fruit that they 
may choose.) (21. And with the flesh of fowls that they desire.) (22. And (there will be) Hur 
with wide lovely eyes.) (23. Like preserved pearls.) (24. A reward for what they used to do.) 
(25. No Laghw (evil vain talk) will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech.) (26. But only the 
saying of: "Salaman! Salamanl") 



The Reward of the Foremost in Faith 

Allah states that the foremost of the close believers are a multitude, a crowd among the 
earlier generations and a few from the latter generations. There is a difference over the 
meaning of the first generations and the later generations. Some said that the former means 
earlier (believing) nations, while the later refers to this Ummah. This was reported from 
Mujahid and Al- Hasan Al-Basri, in the collection of Ibn Abi Hatim, and this is the preference of 
Ibn Jarir. He considered it supported by the saying of Allah's Messenger : 

« » 

(We are the later nation, but the foremost on the Day of Resurrection.) Ibn Jarir did not 
mention any other interpretation nor did he attribute this view to anyone else. There is 
another Hadith that could support this meaning. Imam Abu Muhammad bin Abi Hatim recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that when these Ayat were revealed, 



(A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first ones. And a few of those will be from 
the later ones.), this news became hard for the Companions of the Prophet . These this Ayat, 



(A multitude of those will be from the first ones. And a multitude of those will be from the 
later ones.), were revealed. The Prophet then said, 



» 



« 



(I hope that you will comprise a quarter of the residents of Paradise, a third of the residents of 
Paradise. Rather, you are a half of the residents of Paradise, and will have a share in the other 
half.) Imam Ahmad also recorded this. However, this opinion that Ibn Jarir chose is 
questionable, rather it is a deficient interpretation. This is because this Ummah is the best of 
all nations, according to the text of the Qur'an. Therefore, it is not possible that the foremost 
believers from earlier nations are more numerous than those of in this Ummah; the opposite is 
true. The latter opinion isthe correct one, that, 



(A multitude of those will be from the first ones), refers to the earlier generations of this 
Ummah, while, 



(And a few of those will be from the later ones.), refers to the latter people of this Ummah. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that As- Sari bin Yahya said that Al-Hasan recited this Ayah, 



(And those foremost will be foremost. These will be the nearest (to Allah). In the Gardens of 
Delight. A multitude of those will be from the first ones.), Then he commented, "A multitude 
from the earlier generation of this Ummah." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded that Muhammad bin 
Srin commented: 



(A multitude of those will be from the first ones. And a few of those will be from the later 
ones.), "They stated, or hoped that they will all be from this Ummah." Therefore, these are the 
statements of Al-Hasan and Ibn Srin that those foremost in faith are all from this Ummah. 
There is no doubt that the earlier generations of each nation were better than the latter 
generations. In this pretext, this Ayah might include all previous believing nations. In this 
regard, it is confirmed in the authentic Hadith compilations, from more than one route, that 
the Messenger of Allah said; 



» 

« 



(The best people are my generation, then the next generation, then the next generation. 
He also said: 



» 



« 



(A group of my Ummah will always remain on the truth and dominant, unharmed by those who 
fail to support them and those who defy them, until the Last Hour begins.) In another 
narration: 



« » 

(..until Allah's command comes while they are like this.) This Ummah is more honored than any 
other Ummah. The foremost believers of this Ummah are more numerous and hold a higher 
rank than those of other nations, due to the status of their religion and Prophet. In a Mutawatir 
Hadith, the Prophet mentioned that seventy thousand of this Ummah will enter Paradise 
without reckoning. In another narration of this Hadith, the Prophet added, 

« » 

(With each thousand, another seventy thousand.) In yet another narration, he said, 

« » 

(With every one of them is another seventy thousand.) Allah's statement, 



(on Thrones, Mawdunah.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Woven with gold." Similar was reported from 
Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Zayd bin Aslam, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others. Allah 
said, 



(Reclining thereon, face to face.) indicating that they will face each other, and none of them 
will be in the back lines, 



(Immortal boys will go around them), who will never grow up, get old or change in shape, 



(With cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine) these cups do not have handles or spouts, 
while the jugs sometimes do and sometimes do not. All of them, including the glasses, will 
contain wine drawn from a flowing spring, not from containers that might get empty. Rather, 
this spring of wine flows freely, 



(Wherefrom neither Yusadda" un nor Yunzifun.) meaning, they will never get headaches from 
this wine nor intoxicated. Rather, this wine does not affect their minds, even though it has a 
strong and tremendously delightful taste. Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn "Abbas: "The wine (of 
this life) has four side-effects, it intoxicates, gives headaches, induces vomiting and causes 
excessive urine. So Allah mentioned the wine of Paradise free of these characteristics." 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Sa" id bin Jubayr, "Atiyah AI-"Awfi, Qatadah and As-Suddi said that Allah's 
statement, 



(Wherefrom neither Yusadda" un) means, "It does not give them a headache." While they said 
that 



(nor will they Yunzifun. ) means that "It does not change their sense of reasoning." Allah's 
statement, 



(And with fruit that they may choose. And with the flesh of fowls that they desire.) meaning, 
whatever fruits they wish for will be distributed among them. This Ayah is a proof that we are 
allowed to choose the fruitsthat we prefer and wish to eat. Imam Ahmad recorded that Thabit 
said that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah liked dreams. A man might have a dream, so he 
would ask about him if he did not know him, and would like to hear the dream if that man was 
praised for his good qualities. Once a woman came to him and said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I had 
a dream that I was taken out of Al-Madinah and entered Paradise. I heard noise because of 
which Paradise wept. I looked and found so-and-so, so-and-so,' and she mentioned the names 
of twelve men whom the Prophet had sent with a military expedition. They were later brought 
on (in Paradise, in the dream) with their wounds still bleeding. It was said, "Take them to the 
river Baydakh or -- Baydhakh.' They were taken to that river and submerged in it and their 
faces turned as radiant as the full moon. They were brought a plate made of gold containing 
green dates. They ate as much of the green dates they wanted to and whenever they turned 
that plate around, they would eat from the fruit it contained, as much as they wanted, and I 
(the woman said) ate with them." Later on, that army sent an emissary to convey the news (of 
the battle) and he said that so-and-so and so-and-so died, mentioning the names of the twelve 
men who were mentioned in the dream. So, Allah's Messenger called the woman and again 
asked her to mention her story, and she did. This is the narration that Abu Ya" la collected, and 
Al-Hafiz Ad-Diya' said, "This Hadith meetsthe criteria of Muslim." Allah said, 



(And with the flesh of fowls that they desire.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Birds of Paradise are like Bukht camels that graze in the trees of Paradise.) Abu Bakr 
commented, "0 Allah's Messenger! Surely, these birds must be wonderful." The Messenger said, 

« » 

(Those who eat them are more wonderful.) and repeated this statement thrice. The Prophet 
went on, 



« » 

(And I hope that you will be among those who eat from them.) Only Imam Ahmad collected this 
Hadith using this chain of narration. Allah said; 



(Like unto preserved pearls.), indicating that they are just as white and pure fresh pearls. We 
mentioned Allah's statement, 



(As if they were eggs preserved. )(37:49), in Surat As-Saffat (chapter 37), and also their 
description in Surat Ar-Rahman (chapter 55). This is why Allah said afterwards, 



(A reward for what they used to do.) meaning, 'these delights that We granted them are 
rewards for the good deedsthat they performed (in this life).' Allah the Exalted said, 



(No Laghw (evil vain talk) will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only the saying of: 
"Salaman (peace,)! Salaman (peace.)!") meaning they will not hear foul or unnecessary speech 
in Paradise. 



(Where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood.) (88:11), meaning, no foul words 
are uttered therein. Allah said, 



(nor any sinful speech.) meaning, nor speech that contains foul words, 



(But only the saying of: "Salaman (peace!), Salaman (peace!)."), they will greet each other with 
Salam, just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Their greeting therin will be: "Salaman (peace!).") (14:23) And, as we mentioned, their words 
will be free from impure and needless speech. 



(27. And those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those on the right) (28. (They will be) 
among Sdri Makhdud,) (29. And among Talh Mandud.) (30. And in shade Mamdud,) (31. And by 
water flowing constantly,) (32. And fruit in plenty,) (33. Whose supply is not cut off nor are 
they out of reach.) (34. And on couches, raised high.) (35. Verily, We have created them a 
special creation.) (36. And made them virgins.) (37. ' Urub, Atrab.) (38. For those on the right.) 
(39. A multitude of those will be from the first generation.) (40. And a multitude of those will 
be from the later generations.) 



The Reward of Those on the Right After 

Allah mentioned the final destination of those foremost in faith, the nearest to Him, He next 
mentioned the end of those on the right, the righteous believers. Maymun bin Mihran said that 
those on the right side are lesser in rank than the foremost in faith. Allah said, 



(And those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those on the right) who are those on the 
right, what is their condition and what will their final destination be like Allah next answers 
this question by saying, 



((they will be) among Sdr Makhdud.) Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ibn Al-Ahwas, Qasamah 
bin Zuhayr, As-Safr bin Nusayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, 'Abdullah bin Kathir, As-Suddi, Abu Hazrah 
and several others said, "The kind without thorns." And from Ibn 'Abbas: "It is the one that is 
laden with fruits." This is also reported from ' Ikrimah and Mujahid. Similar was also said by 
Qatadah as we mentioned. 3d it is the one with a full load of fruits without thorns. So it 
appears that both meanings apply here. The lote tree, of this life is thorny and carries few 
fruits. In the Hereafter, it is the opposite; it does not have thorns and carries plenty of fruit, 
the weight of which strains its trunk. ' Utbah bin ' Abd As-Sulami said, "I was sitting with Allah's 
Messenger , when a bedouin came and said, ' Messenger of Allah! Have you heard about the 
tree that has more thorns than any other being in Paradise' Meaning the Talh tree. So Allah's 
Messenger said: 



» 



« 



(For each spot that there was a thorn on it, Allah instead put fruit, similar to a castrated tight 
skinned ram, a food having seventy colors, each different than the other.) Allah's said, 



(and among Talh Mandud.) refers to large thorny shrub that used to grow in the area of Hijaz 
(Western Arabia). Mujahid said that 



(Mandud) means: "Its fruits are piled on top of each other. Allah is reminding the Quraysh of 
these kinds of trees, since they used to like the shade that the Talh and Sdr provided for 
them." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Sa' id said that 



(Talh Mandud) means: "The banana tree." And he (Ibn Abi Hatim) said, "Smilar is reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas, Abu Hurayrah, Al-Hasan, ' Ikrimah, Qasamah bin Zuhayr, Qatadah and Abu Hazrah. " 
Mujahid and Ibn Zayd said similalry, Ibn Zayd added, "The people of Yemen call the banana 
tree, Talh." Ibn Jarir mentioned no other explanation for Talh. Allah said, 



(And in shade Mamdud (extended).) Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(In Paradise, there is a tree that a rider can travel for a hundred years under its shade but 
would not be able to pass it. Recite if you will: (And in shade extended.)) Muslim also collected 
this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(There is a tree in Paradise the shade of which a rider would take one hundred years to pass. 
Recite if you will: (And in shade extended.)) Muslim, Al-Bukhari and ' Abdur-Razzaq collected 
this Hadith. Allah said, 



(And fruit in plenty, whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.) indicating that they 
will have plenty of fruits of various kinds, that which no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever 
heard of and no heart has ever imagined, as Allah said, 



(Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will say: "This is what we were 
provided with before, "and they will be given things in resemblance. )(2:25) The shape will 
appear similar, but the taste is different. In the Two Sahihs, Sdrat Al-Muntaha (the tree in the 
seventh heaven) is described as: 



» 



« 



(...its leaves were like the ears of elephants and its Nabir fruits resembled the clay jugs of 
Hajar.) The Two Sahihs also collected a Hadith from Ibn 'Abbas, who said, "The sun was 
eclipsed and Allah's Messenger led the people in the Eclipse prayer. They asked, '0 Allah's 
Messenger, we saw you reach out for something while standing (in prayer), but then you 
stepped back.' He said, 



» 



« 



(I saw Paradise and reached out for a cluster of fruit from it. Had I done so, you would have 
kept eating from it for the remainder of the life of the world.)" Imam Ahmad recorded that 
' Utbah bin ' Abd As-Sulami said, "A bedouin man came to the Messenger of Allah and asked him 
about the Hawd and Paradise. The bedouin asked, * Does Paradise have fruits' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes, and it also has a tree called Tuba.) (He ) said something more saying but I could not 
recall it . The bedouin asked, ' Does it look like any of the trees that grow in our area' The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(There is nothing resembling it among the trees in your land.) The Prophet then asked him, 

« » 

(Have you traveled to Ash-Sham area) The bedouin said: ' No.' The Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(It looks like a tree that grows in Ash-Sham area and is called Al-Jawzah, which stands on one 
stem but its branches grow all around to the fullest extent.) The bedouin asked, 'How big is 
the cluster of its fruits' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(The distance that the crow flies in one month without rest.) The bedouin asked, * How huge its 
trunk is' The Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(If a four-year old she-camel that your family owns travels it, it will not completely pass its 
trunk until its shoulders break from old age.) The man asked, ' Does it bear grapes' The Prophet 
answered in yes. The bedouin asked, ' How big are the grapes' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Has your father ever slaughtered a ram) The bedouin answered, 'Yes,' and the Prophet asked 
him, 

: » 

« 

(And then he skinned it and gave the skin to your mother and asked her to make a hanging 
bucket out of it) The bedouin again said yes and said, ' This grape would suffice for me and my 
family!' The Prophet agreed and said, 

« » 

(Yes, and also for the rest of your clan.)" Allah's statement, 



(Whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.) The supply of these fruits never runs 
out, winter or summer. Rather, they are always available for those who want to eat from 
them, forever. Whenever these fruits are desired, they will be available and easy to grasp by 
Allah's power. Qatadah said, "Nothing will prevent them from reaching out to get these fruits, 
no branches, thorns or distance." We mentioned a Hadith before that states that whenever 
someone takes a fruit in Paradise, another one grows in its place. Allah said, afterwards: 



(And on couches, raised high.) meaning, high, soft and comfortable. Allah said, 



(Verily, We have created them a special creation. And made them virgins/ Urub, Atrab. For 
those on the right.) The Ayat describe the women who will be on the beds and couches, but 
since mentioning the beds hints to them, they were not directly mentioned. For instance, Allah 
said that Sulayman said, 



(When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well-trained horses of the highest 
breed. He said, "I did love the good instead of remembering my Lord," till the time was over, 
and it had hidden in the veil (of night).) (38:31-32), "it" (Tawarat) refers to the sun setting, 
according to the scholars of Tafsir. Al-Akhfash said that Ayah, 



(Verily, We have created them), implied the maidens of Paradise although it did not mention 
them directly. Abu ' Ubaydah said that they were mentioned before in Allah's statement, 



(And Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes. Like preserved pearls.) Therefore, Allah's 
statement, 



(Verily, We have created them), meaning, in the other life, after they became old in this life, 
they were brought back while virgin, youthful, being delightfully passionate with their 
husbands, beautiful, kind and cheerful. Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Anas said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(In Paradise, the believer will be given such and such strength for women.) Anas said, "I asked, 
~ Allah's Messenger! Will one be able to do that' He said, 



« » 



(He will be given the strength of a hundred (men).)" At-Tirmidhi also recorded it and said, 
"Sahih Gharib." Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah was asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Will we have sexual intercourse with our wives in 
Paradise" He said, 



« » 

(The man will be able to have sexual intercourse with a hundred virgins in one day.) Al-Hafiz 
Abu 'Abdullah Al-Maqdisi said, "In my view, this Hadith meets the criteria of the Sahih, and 
Allah knows best." Allah's statement, 



fllrub,) Sa' id bin Jubayr reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "They are in an infatuated state with 
their husbands, haven't you ever seen a she-camel in heat She is like that." Ad-Dahhak reported 
from Ibn 'Abbas who said, "The Urub and their husbands are their sweet hearts, and they are 
their husbands' sweet hearts." Smilar was said by ' Abdullah bin Sarj is, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Abu 
AI-'Aliyah, Yahya bin Abi Kathir, ' Atiyah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others. Ad- 
Dahhak reported from Ibn " Abbas; 



(Atrab), means "They will be of one age, thirty-three years old." Mujahid said, "Equal (age). 
And in a different narration, "Smilar (age)." ' Atiyah said, "Comparative." Allah said, 



(For those on the right.) meaning, these women were created, kept or given in marriage to 
those on the right. It appears that the meaning here is that they were created for those on the 
right side, because Allah said, 



(Verily, We have created them a special creation. And made them virgins. ' Urub, Atrab. For 
those on the right.) This is the view of Ibn Jarir. It is possible that Allah's statement, 



(For those on the right.) refers to the description that came just before, 



(Atrab. For those on the right.) meaning, in their age. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The first group to enter Paradise will be (shining) like the moon when it is full. The next group 
will be like the most radiant planet in the sky. They will not urinate, relieve nature, spit or 
blow their noses. Their combs will be of gold and their sweat of musk; and censers of 
aloeswood will be used. Their wives will be from Al-Hur Al-' Ayn. Their shape will be similar to 
each other, the shape of their father " Adam, sixty cubits high in the sky.) Allah's statement, 



(A multitude of those will be from the first generation. And a multitude of those will be from 
the later generations.) means, a multitude of those on the right will come from the earlier 
generations and a multitude from the latter generations. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
" Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "We were with the Prophet one night and in the next morning we 
went to him and he said, 



» 



« 



(Some Prophets and their nations were displayed before me. A Prophet would pass in front of 
me with a group of men, and another with three men, and another with nobody with him.) 
Qatadah, one of the narrators of the Hadith, then recited this Ayah, 



(Is there not among you a single right-minded man)(11:78) 



» 



« 



(Until Musa, son of ' Imran passed me, with a great crowd from the Children of Israel.) 3d he 
said; 



» 



« 



» 



« 



« » 



« : » 



« : » 



» 
« 



« : » 



» 
« 



{So, I asked my Lord, "Who is this" He said, "This is your brother Musa, son of ' Imran, and those 
who followed him among the Children of Israel." I said, "0 Lord! Where is my Urmmah" Allah 
said, "Look to your right on the hill," and I looked and saw faces of men. Allah said, "Are you 
pleased," and I said, "I am pleased O Lord!" Allah said, "Look to the horizon to your left," and I 
saw faces of men. He again asked, "Are you pleased," and I said, "I am pleased, Lord!" He 
said, "And with them are seventy-thousand who will enter Paradise without reckoning.") 
' Ukkashah bin Mihsan from Bani Asad, one of those who participated in the battle of Badr, 
said, ' O Allah's Messenger! Invoke Allah to make me one of them.' The Prophet said, 



« » 



(0 Allah, make him one of them.) Another man said, * Allah's Messenger, invoke Allah to make 
me one of them.' The Prophet said, 



« » 



{" Ukkashah beat you to it.) Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 

(Therefore, may I sacrifice my father and mother for you! Try to be among the seventy 
(thousands), or among the crowds on the right, or the crowds that covered the side of the 
horizon, because I saw large crowds gathering on that side.) He continued: 

« » 

(I hope that you will be a fourth of the people of Paradise.) and we said, ' Allahu Akbar. ' He 
said, 

« » 

(I hope that you will be a third of the people of Paradise.) and we said, 'Allahu Akbar.' The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(I hope that you will be half of the people of Paradise,) and we said ' Allahu Akbar.' Then Allah's 
Messenger recited this Ayah: 



(A multitude of those will be from the first generation. And a multitude of those will be from 
the later generations.) We said to each other, ' Who are those seventy thousand' We then said, 
'They are those who were born in Islam and did not associate (anything or anyone in the 
worship of Allah).' When what we said reached the Prophet , he said, 

» 

« 



(They are the people who do not get treated by cauterization themselves, do not ask for 
Ruqyah (get oneself treated by the recitation of some verses of the Qur' an) and do not draw an 
evil omen from (birds), but put their trust (only) in their Lord.)" This Hadith has many chains of 
narration collected in the Sahihsand other collections of Hadith. 



(41. And those on the left How will be those on the left) (42. In Samum, and Hamim.) (43. And 
a shadow from Yahmum,) (44. Neither Barid nor Karim,) (45. Verily, before that, they indulged 
in luxury,) (46. And were persisting in great sin.) (47. And they used to say: "When we die and 
become dust and bones, shall we then indeed be resurrected") (48. "And also our forefathers") 
(49. Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times.") (50. "All will surely be gathered 
together for appointed meeting of a known Day.") (51. "Then verily, --- you the erring -- ones, 
the deniersl") (52. "You verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqqum.") (53. "Then you will fill your 
belliestherewith,") (54. "And drink the Hamim on top of it.") (55. "And you will drink (that) like 
Al-Himl") (56. That will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense!) 



Those on the Left and Their Recompense 



After Allah mentioned the condition of those on the right hand, He then mentioned the 
condition of those on the left hand, 



(And those on the left How will be those on the left) meaning, ' What is the condition of those 
on the left,' then explains His statement, by saying, 



(in Samum,) means, a fierce hot wind, 



(and Hamim.) i.e., boiling water, 



(And a shadow from Yahmum,) the shadow of smoke, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 
* Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. In a similar statement, Allah said, 



("Depart you to that which you used to deny! Depart you to a shadow in three columns, neither 
shady nor of any use against the fierce flame of the Fire. " Verily, it throws sparks like 
fortresses, as if they were yellow camels or bundles of ropes. Woe that Day to the 
deniers.)(77:29-34). Allah said in this Ayah, 



(And a shadow from Yahmum,) meaning, black smoke, 



(Neither Barid nor Karim,) means, it neither brings soft, cool breeze nor appears clear. Al- 
Hasan and Qatadah commented on Allah's statement, 



(nor Karim) "Its sight is not pleasant." Ad-Dahhak said, "Every drink that is not fresh, is not 
Karim (pleasant). Then, Allah the Exalted stated that they deserve this end, 



(Verily, before that, they indulged in luxury,) meaning, in the life of the world, they were 
enjoying life's pleasures and satisfying their lusts, all the while ignoring what the Messengers 
brought to them, 



(And were persisting), means, they persisted and did not intend to repent, 



(in great sin.) in disbelief in Allah and claiming that the idols and rivals were gods besides 
Allah. It means idolatry, according to Ibn 'Abbas. This is also the meaning reported from 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. Allah said, 



(And they used to say: "When we die and become dust and bones, shall we then indeed be 
resurrected And also our forefathers") They said this while denying and rejecting the idea that 
resurrection will ever occur. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered together 
for appointed meeting of a known Day.") meaning, 'Say, Muhammad, that the earlier and 
latter generations of the Children of Adam will be gathered for the Day of Resurrection and 
none of them will be left out. Allah the Exalted said: 



(That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, and that is a Day when all will be 
present. And We delay it only for a term fixed. On the Day when it comes, no person shall 
speak except by His leave. Some among them will be wretched and (others) blessed. )(1 1:103- 
105) He also said here, 



(All will surely be gathered together for appointed meeting of a known Day.) because that time 
is precisely designated and will not come late, early, nor increase or decrease. Allah said, 



(Then verily, --- you the erring-ones, the deniers! You verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqqum. 
Then you will fill your bellies therewith.) indicating that they will be seized and made to eat 
from the Zaqqum tree until their stomachs become full, 



(And drink the Hamim on top of it. And you will drink (that) like Al-Him!) Hamim is boiling 
water, while Al-Him means thirsty camels, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr 
and'lkrimah. As-Suddi said "Al-Him is a disease that strikes camels, causing them to feel thirst, 
and they drink until they die." Therefore, he said, the people of Hell, will never quench their 
thirst from drinking Hamim. Allah, the Exalted, said, 



(That will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense!) Mhis, what We have described, 
is their entertainment with their Lord on the Day of their Reckoning.' Allah the Exalted said in 
the case of the believers, 



(Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaws 
(Paradise) for their entertainment.)(18:107), i.e., hospitality and honor. 



(57. We created you, then why do you believe not) (58. Do you not see the semen you emit.) 
(59. Is it you who create it, or are We the Creator) (60. We have decreed death to you all, and 
We are not outstripped,) (61. To transfigure you and create you in (forms) that you know not.) 
(62. And indeed, you have already known the first form of creation, why then do you not 
remember) 



Proof that Resurrection will occur 

Allah asserts that Resurrection will occur and refutes the misguided atheists who deny it, those 
who said, 



(When we die and become dust and bones, shall we then indeed be resurrected) 56:47 They 
said this statement in denial and discounting Resurrection. Allah the Exalted said, 



(We created you,) meaning, 'We have created you after you were nothing. Therefore, is not 
that Who is able to start the creation, more able to bring it back' Allah's statement, 



(then why do you believe not) 'why do you not then believe in Resurrection' Then Allah said, 
while bringing forth evidence that Resurrection occurs, 



(Do you not see the semen you emit. Is it you who create it, or are We the Creator) meaning, 
' do you make the semen remain in the wombs and create life from it therein, stage after stage 
Or is Allah the One Who does all this' Allah said, 



(We have decreed death to you all,) meaning, 'We made death exist between you.' Ad-Dahhak 
commented, "Allah made the residents of the heavens and earth equal with regards to death." 
Allah said, 



(and We are not outstripped,) meaning, ' We are never unable, 



(To transfigure you), meaning, Mo change your current shapes, on the Day of Resurrection,' 



(and create you in that you know not.) meaning, 'out of shapes and forms.' Allah the Exalted 
said, 



(And indeed, you have already known the first form of creation, why then do you not 
remember) meaning, 'you know that Allah has created you after you were nothing. He created 
you and gave you hearing, sight and hearts. Will you not then remember and take heed that He 
Who is able to create you in the beginning is more able to bring you back and resurrect you to 
life anew' Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for 
Him.)(30:27), 



(Does not man remember that We created him before, while he was nothing)(19:67), 



(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as an 
open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: " 
Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give 
life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every 
creation. ")(36: 77-79), and, 



(Does man think that he will be left neglected Was he not a Nutfah of semen emitted Then he 
became an " Alaqah (a clot); then shaped and fashioned in due proportion. And made of him 
two sexes, male and female. Is not He able to give life to the dead) (75: 36-40) 



(63. Do you not see what you sow.) (64. Is it you that make it grow, or are We the Grower) (65. 
Were it Our will, We could crumble it to dry pieces, and you would be Tafakkahun.) (66. 
(Saying:) "We are indeed Mughramunl") (67. "Nay, but we are deprived!") (68. Do you not see 
the water that you drink.) (69. Is it you who cause it to come down from Al-Muzn, or are We 
the Cause of it coming down) (70. If We willed, We verily could make it salty; why then do you 
not give thanks) (71. Do you not see the fire which you kindle.) (72. Is it you who made the 
tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower) (73. We have made it a Reminder, and an article 
of use for the Muqwin.) (74. Then glorify with praisesthe Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) 



Allah's Oneness demonstrated by causing the Plants to grow, 
sending down the Rain and creating the Fire that Mankind needs 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Do you not see what you sow.) in reference to tilling the earth and planting seeds inside it, 



(Is it you that make it grow,) 'do you cause these seeds to grow inside the earth, 



(or are We the Grower) Allah says, ' rather it is We Who cause the seeds to remain firmly and 
grow inside the earth.' Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« : : » 

(Do not say, "Zara'tu (I made it grew)," but say, "Harathtu (I sowed tilled).") Abu Hurayrah 
added, "Have you not heard Allah's statement, 



(Do you not see what you sow. Is it you that make it grow, or are We the Grower)" Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(Were it Our will, We could crumble it to dry pieces,) meaning, 'We caused the seeds to grow 
with Our compassion and mercy and left them intact inside the earth as mercy for you. If We 
will, We would turn them dry before they ripen and get ready to be harvested,' 



(and you would be Tafakkahun.) Allah explained this statement by saying, 



((Saying:) "We are indeed Mughramun! Nay, but we are deprived!") Allah says, ' if We crumble 
the plants into dry pieces, you would be wondering regarding what happened, sometimes 
saying: we are indeed Mughramun, i.e., ruined.' Mujahid and ' Ikrimah said that Mughramun 
means, being the subject of revenge. Qatadah commented, "You would say, 'We were 
punished,' sometimes, and, 'We were deprived,' some other times." 'Ikrimah said that 'You 
will be Tafakkahun' means 'You will blame each other (and yourselves),' or, feel sorrow, 
according to Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi. They will be feeling grief for what they spent or 
for the sins that they have committed in the past (which cost the destruction of their plants). 
Al-Kisa'i said, "Tafakkaha is both the synonym and the antonym." The Arabs say Tafakkahtu 
when they mean that they have enjoyed something or felt grief. Allah the Exalted said next, 



(Do you not see the water that you drink. Is it you who cause it to come down from Al-Muzn,) 
meaning clouds, according to Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and others. Allah said, 



(or are We the Causer of it to come down) Allah is stating that indeed He is the One Who 
causesthe rain to fall, 



(If We willed, We verily could make it salty;) meaning salty, sour, undrinkable and unfit for 
growing plants, 



(why then do you not give thanks) ' why do you not appreciate the favor Allah does for you by 
sending down the rain fresh, ready to consume,' 



(From it you drink and from it (grows) the vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture. 
With it He causes to grow for you the crops, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, and every 
kind of fruit. Verily, in this is indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people who give 
thought. )(16:10-11) Allah said, 



(Do you not see the fire which you kindle. ) " and the fire you start with the use of trees, 



(Is it you who made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower) meaning, ' rather We have 
made kindling fire possible.' The Arabs had two kinds of trees called Al-Markh and Al-' Afar 
(that they used to ignite a fire). When they would rub a green branch from each of these two 
trees against each other, sparkles of fire would emit from them. Allah's statement, 



(We have made it a Reminder,) of the Hellfire, according to Mujahid and Qatadah. Qatadah 
said, "We were told that the Messenger of Allah said, i 

» 

« 

(0 people, this fire of yours that you kindle, is but one part out of seventy parts of the fire of 
Hell.) They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! This fire alone is sufficiently hot." The Messenger said, 

( ) » 

« 

(It was submerged in the water twice so that the Children of ' Adam would be able to benefit 
from it and draw closer to it.) This narration from Qatadah which is Mursal, was recorded by 
Imam Ahmad in his Musnad from Abu Hurayrah, from the Prophet ; 

» 



« 

(Verily, this fire of yours is one part out of seventy parts of the fire of Hell. It was struck twice 
against the sea, otherwise, Allah would not have made benefit in it for anyone.) Imam Malik 
also recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 

« 

(The fire that the Children of 'Adam kindle is one part out of seventy parts of the fire of Hell.) 
They said, "0 Allah's Messenger! This fire alone is sufficiently hot." He said, 

« » 

((The fire of Hell) was made sixty-nine times hotter.) Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith from 
Malik and Muslim from Abu Az-Zinad. Allah's statement, 



(and an article of use for the Muqwin.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and An-Nadr 
bin " Arabi said, "The meaning of Al-Muqwin is travelers." This is also what Ibn Jarir chose, and 
he said, "From it comes the saying Aqwat Ad-Dar (the house has become empty), when its 
people traveled." x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Asiam said that here Al-Muqwi means the 
hungry. Layth bin Abi Sulaym reported that Mujahid said about the Ayah, 



(and an article of use for the Muqwin.) "For those who are present at their homes and 
travelers, for every kind of food that requires cooking by fire." Ibn Abi Najih also reported that 
Mujahid said, "'For the Muqwin, means, all people who enjoy (eating food cooked by fire)." 
Smilar was mentioned from ' Ikrimah, and this explanation is more general than the previous, 
since those who are in their own locale and traveling, whether rich or poor, all need fire for 
cooking, heating and lighting purposes. It is out of Allah's kindness that He has made the quality 
of kindling fire in some elements, such as stones, that people can use and take in the baggage 
for their journeys. When a traveler needs fire at his campsite for cooking and heating, he takes 
out these substances and uses them to kindle fire. He feels comfort next to the fire and he can 
use it for various needs that he has. Allah mentions this favor specifically in the case of 
travelers, even though everyone benefits from the fire. Allah's statement, 



(Then glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) meaning, the One by Whose 
ability these things opposites were created. He created the fresh tasty water, and had He 
willed, He would have created it salty like seawater. He also created the fire that burns, and 
made a benefit in it for the servants, suitable for their livelihood in this life and as a warning 
and a punishment for them in the Hereafter. 



(75. Fala! I swear by the MawaqT of the stars.) (76. And verily that is indeed a great oath, if 
you but know.) (77. That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation.) (78. In a Book Maknun.) (79. 
Which none touches but the pure ones.) (80. A revelation from the Lord of all that exists.) (81. 
Is it such a talk that you are Mudhinun) (82. And you make your provision your denial!) 



Allah swears to the Greatness of the Qur'an 

The usage of La (in Fala) is not an extra character without meaning, as some of the scholars of 
Tafsir say. Rather it is used at the beginning of an oath when the oath is a negation. This is like 
when " Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her said, "La by Allah! Allah's Messenger did not 
touch any woman's hand at all. 3d in this way, the meaning is, "No! I swear by the MawaqT of 
the stars. The matter is not as you people claim - about the Qur'an - that it is a result of magic 
or sorcery, rather it is an Honorable Qur'an." Ibn Jarir said, "Some of the scholars of the Arabic 
language said that the meaning of: 



(Fala! I swear) is, 'The matter is not as you people have claimed.' Then He renews the oath 
again by saying, ' I swear."' 



(Fala! I swear by the MawaqT of the stars.) Mujahid said, "The setting positions of the stars in 
the sky," and he said that it refers to the rising and setting positions. This was said by Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and preferred by Ibn Jarir. Qatadah also said that it meanstheir positions. Allah said, 



(And verily that is indeed a great oath, if you but know.) meaning, "this is a great vow that I -- 
Allah -- am making; if you knew the greatness of this vow, you will know the greatness of the 
subject of the vow,' 



(That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation.) means, verily, this Qur'an that was revealed to 
Muhammad is a Glorious Book, 



(In a Book Maknun.) meaning glorious; in a glorious, well-guarded, revered Book. Ibn Jarir 
narrated that Ism a" il bin Musa said that Sharik reported from Hakim, that is Ibn Jubayr, from 
Sa" id bin Jubayr, from Ibn ' Abbas that about: 



(Which none touches but the pure ones.) he said, "The Book that is in heaven." AI-'Awfi 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas about: 



(Which none touches but the pure ones.) that 'the pure ones' means: "The angels." Smilar was 
said by Anas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Ash-Sha'tha' Jabir bin Zayd, 
Abu Nahik, As-Suddi, ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others. Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn 
' Abdul-A' la said that Ibn Thawr said that Ma' mar said from Qatadah about: 



(Which none touches but the pure ones.) that he said, "None can touch it, with Allah, except 
the pure ones. However, in this life, the impure Zoroastrian and the filthy hypocrite touch it." 
And he said, "In the recitation of Ibn Mas' ud it is: ( ) (It is not touched, except 

by the pure ones.) Abu AI-' Aliyah said: 



(Which none touches but the pure ones.) "It does not refer to you, because you are sinners!" Ibn 
Zayd said, "The Quraysh disbelievers claimed that the devils brought down the Qur'an. Allah the 
Exalted stated that only the pure onestouch the Qur'an, as He said: 



(And it is not the Shayatin who have brought it down. Neither would it suit them nor they can 
(produce it). Verily, they have been removed far from hearing it. )(26:21 0-212)" This saying is a 
good saying, and does not contradict those before it. Allah said, 



(A revelation from the Lord of all that exists. ) meaning this Qur'an is a revelation from the 
Lord of all that exists, not as they say that it is magic, sorcery or poetry. Rather it is the truth, 
no doubt about it; there is none beyond it of useful truth. Allah's statement, 



(Is it such a talk that you are Mudhinun) AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas that Mudhinun 
means, "You do not believe in and deny." Smilar to this was said by Ad-Dahhak, Abu Hazrah and 
As-Suddi. Mujahid said, 



(Mudhinun) means "You want to fill yourselves with and rely upon." 



(And you make your provision your denial!) some of them said that provision here has the 
meaning of gratitude, meaning: you deny without any gratitude. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
from Ibn 'Abbas that he recited it as: ( ) (And your show of your gratitude 

by denying!) Ibn Jarir narrated from Muhammad bin Bashshar, who narrated from Muhammad 
bin Ja'far, who narrated from Shu' bah, from Abu Bishr, from Sa' id bin Jubayr who said that 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "It has never rained upon a people except that some of them became 
disbelievers by saying, 'Such and such position of a star sent rain!"' And Ibn 'Abbas recited: 
( ) (And you show of your gratitude by denying.) This chain of narration is 

Sahih to Ibn 'Abbas. In his Muwatta', Malik reported from Salih bin Kaysan, from 'Ubaydullah 
bin 'Abdullah bin ' Utbah bin Mas' ud, from Zayd bin Khalid Al-Juhani who said, "The Prophet 
led us in the Subh (dawn) prayer at Al-Hudaybiyah after a rainy night. On completion of the 
prayer, he faced the congregation and said, 

« » 

(Do you know what your Lord has said (revealed)) Those present replied, 'Allah and His 
Messenger know best.' He said, 

: » 



« 



(Allah has said, "During this morning some of my servants remained as true believers in Me and 
some became disbelievers. Whoever said that the rain was due to the blessings and the mercy 
of Allah, had belief in Me, and he disbelieves in the stars; and whoever said that it rained 
because of a particular star, had no belief in Me, but believes in that star.")" This Hadith is 
recorded in the Two Sahihs, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, all using a chain of narration in which 
Imam Malik was included. Qatadah said, "Al-Hasan used to say, 'How evil is that all that some 
people have earned for themselves from the Book of Allah, is denying it!'" Al-Hasan's statement 



means that such people gained no benefit from the Book of Allah because they denied it, as 
Allah said: 



(Is it such a talk that you Mudhinun And you make your provision that you deny!) 



(83. Then why do you not (intervene) when it reaches Al-Hulqurm) (84. And you at the moment 
are looking,) (85. But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not,) (86. Then why do you 
not -- if you are not Madinin) (87. Return the soul, if you are truthful) 



When the Soul reaches the Throat at the Time of Death, it cannot 
be brought back; this proves Reckoning shall occur 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then why do you not (intervene) when it reaches), in reference to the soul, 



(Al-Hulqum), i.e., the throat, at the time of death. Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(Nay, when (the soul) reaches to the collar bone, and it will be said: "Who can cure him (and 
save him from death)" And he will conclude that it was (the time) of parting (death); And one 
leg will be joined with another leg (shrouded). The drive will be on that Day to your Lord 
(Allah). )(75:26-30) Allah said here, 



(And you at the moment are looking,) at the dying person and witnessing the stupor of death 
that he is experiencing, 



(But We are nearer to him than you, ) with Our angels, 



(but you see not.) you cannot see the angels. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(He is the Irresistible over His servants, and He sends guardians (angels) over you, until when 
death approaches one of you, Our messengers (angel of death and his assistants) take his soul, 
and they never neglect their duty. Then they are returned to Allah, their true Protector. 
Surely, for Him is the judgement and He is the swiftest in taking account. )(6:61 -62) Allah's 
statement, 



(Then why do you not -- if you are not Madinin -- return the soul,) means, ' Will you not return 
this soul, that has reached the throat, to its body as it used to be, if you are exempt from the 
reckoning and recompense' Sa' id bin Jubayr and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: 



(Then why do you not -- if you are not Madinin. ..), "If you do not believe that you will be 
reckoned, recompensed, resurrected and punished, then why do you not return this soul to its 
body" Muj ahid said t hat , 



(...if you are not Madinin), means, "if you are not certain. 



(88. Then, if he be of the Muqarrabin,) (89. Then Rawh, Rayhan and a Garden of Delights.) (90. 
And if he be of those on the right,) (91. Then Salam (peace) to you from those on the right.) 
(92. But if he be of the denying, the erring,) (93. Then for him is an entertainment with 
Hamim.) (94. And entry in Hellfire.) (95. Verily, this! This is an absolute truth with certainty.) 
(96. 3d, glorify with praisesthe Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) 



The Condition of People at the Time of Their Death 

These are the three types of conditions that people face upon their death. Either they are 
among the near believers or those below their rank on the right, or those who denied the truth, 
were led astray from the guidance and were ignorant about Allah. Allah said, 



(Then if he), in reference to the dying person, 



(be of the Muqarrabun) who fulfilled the obligations and the recommended acts of worship and 
avoided the forbidden and disliked matters and even some of the allowed, 



(then for him Rawh, Rayhan and a Garden of Delights.) Theirs will be Rawh and Rayhan; and 
the glad tidings of these traits will be conveyed to them by the angels at the time of death. We 
mentioned before the Prophet's Hadith narrated from Al-Bara' in which the angels of mercy say 
(to a dying, believing person), 

» 



« 

(Ogood soul in the good body that you inhabited, come to Rawh, Rayhan and a Lord Who is not 
angry.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Rawh means rest, and Rayhan means 
place of rest." Mujahid said similarly that Rawh means rest. Abu Hazrah said that Rawh means: 
"Rest from the world." Sa' id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi said that it means to rejoice. And from 
Mujahid: 



(Rawh and Rayhan) means: "Paradise and delights." Qatadah said that Rawh means mercy. Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid and Sa' id bin Jubayr said that Rayhan means provisions. All of these 
explanations are correct and similar in meaning. The near believers who die will earn all of 
these; mercy, rest, provision, joy, happiness and good delights, 



(and a Garden of Delights.) Abu Al-' Aliyah said, "None of the near believers will depart (this 
life) until after he is brought a branch of the Rayhan of Paradise and his soul is captured in it." 
Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "Every person who dies will know upon his death if he is among the 
people of Paradise or the people of the Fire." In the Sahih, it is recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The souls of the martyrs live in the bodies of green birds flying wherever they wish in the 
Gardens of Paradise, and then rest to their nests in chandeliers hung from the Throne of the 
Almighty....) Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Ata' bin As-Sa'ib said, "The first day I saw 'Abdur- 



Rahman bin Abi Layla, I saw an old man whose hair had become white on his head and beard. 
He was riding his donkey and following a funeral. I heard him say, " So-and-so narrated to me 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(He who likes to meet Allah, Allah likes to meet him, and he who hates to meet Allah, Allah 
hates to meet him.) The people around him started weeping, and he asked them why they 
wept. They said, ' All of us hate death.' He said, 



» 



« 



(It does not mean that. When one dies: (Then, if he be of the near believers, then for him are 
Rawh, Rayhan, and a Garden of Delights. )( and when this good news is conveyed to him, he 
likes to meet Allah the Exalted and Most Honored and Allah the Exalted and Most Honored 
likes, even more, to meet him, (But if he be of the denying, the erring, then for him is an 
entertainment with Hamim. And entry in Hellf ire.)( and when this news is conveyed to him, he 
hates to meet Allah and Allah hates, even more, to meet him.)" This is the narration that Imam 
Ahmad collected; and in the Sahih, there is a Hadith with this meaning collected from ' A'ishah. 
Allah's statement, 



(And if he be of those on the right,) means, if he, the dying person, is among those on the 
right, 



(Then Salam (peace) to you from those on the right) meaning, the angels will deliver the good 
news to them by saying, "Peace be upon you," i.e., be calm, you will be led to safety, you are 
among those on the right, as ' Ikrimah said, "The angels will greet him with the Salam and 
convey to him the newsthat he is among those on the right. " This is a good explanation, and it 
conforms with Allah's statement, 



(Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah." and then they stand firm, on them the angles will 
descend (at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings 
of Paradise which you have been promised! We have been your friends in the life of this world 
and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and therein 
you shall have (all) for which you ask. An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.") (41:30-32). Allah's statement, 



(But if he be of the denying, the erring, then for him is an entertainment with Hamim (boiling 
water) and entry in Hellfire.) meaning, if the dying person is one of those who denied the 
truth, who were led astray from guidance, 



(then for him is an entertainment,) meaning, as a guest 



(with Hamim) that dissolves his intestines and skin, 



(And entry in Hellf ire.) he will reside in Hellfire, which will engulf him from every direction. 
Allah the Exalted said, next, 



(Verily, this! This is an absolute truth with certainty.) meaning, this news is the truth; there is 
no doubt about it, nor escape from it for anyone, 



(So, glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) Jabir narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 

« 

(He who says, "Glory be to Allah the Magnificent and with His praise!" then a date tree will be 
planted for him in Paradise.) This Hadith was collected by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i; At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." Al-Bukhari recorded in his book (Sahih) that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

((There are) two statements that are light on the tongue, but heavy on the Balance, and most 
beloved to Ar-Rahman: "Glory be to Allah and with His praise, glory be to Allah the 
Magnificent.") The Group, with the exception of Abu Dawud, collected this. This is the end of 
the Tafsir of Surat Al-Waqf ah, all praise and thanks are due to Allah and all the favors come 
from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Hadid 

(Chapter - 57) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



The Virtues of Surat Al-Hadid 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Irbad bin Sariyah said that the Messenger of Allah used to recite 
Al-Musabbihat before he went to sleep, saying, 

« » 

(In them there is an Ayah that is better than a thousand Ayat.) Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasa'i collected this Hadith; At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." The Ayah referred to in this 
Hadith is-- and Allah knows best - 



(He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin. And He is the All-Knower of 
everything. )(57:3) Allah willing, we will again mention this subject. Upon Allah we trust and 
our total reliance and dependence are on Him, and sufficient He is to us as Supporter and 
Helper. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Allah - and He is the Almighty, All-Wise.) 
(2. His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. It is He Who gives life and causes death; 
and He is Able to do all things.) (3. He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin. And He 
isthe All-Knower of everything.) 



Everything that exists glorifies Allah and mentioning some of His 

Attributes 



In this Ayah, Allah states that everything that exists in the heavens and earth praises and 
glorifies Him, including creatures and plants. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him and there is not a thing 
but glorifies His praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, 
Oft -Forgiving.)(1 7:44) And His saying: 



(and He is the Almighty,) meaning the One to Whom all things submit humility, 



(All-Wise.) in Hiscreating, commanding and legislating, 



(His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. It is He Who gives life and causes death;) He 
is the absolute Owner of His creation, bringing life and death and granting what He wills to 
whom He wills, 



(and He is Able to do all things.) whatever He wills, is, and whatever He does not will, will 
never be. He said, 



(He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin.) This is the Ayah indicated in the Hadith of 
' Irbad bin Sariyah that is better than a thousand Ayat. Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Zamil 
said, "I mentioned to Ibn * Abbas that I felt something in my heart. He said, ' Doubts' and then 
laughed. Next, he said, ' No one can escape this. Allah the Exalted stated, 



(So if you are in doubt concerning that which We have revealed to you, then ask those who are 
reading the Book before you. Verily, the truth has come to you from your Lord. )(1 0:94)' He 
then said to me, ' When you feel any of this in your heart, recite, 



(He is Al-Awwal and Al-Akhir, Az-Zahir and Al-Batin. And He is the All-Knower of everything.)'" 
There are about ten and some odd number of different sayings collected from the scholars of 
Tafsir regarding the explanation of this Ayah. Al-Bukhari said, "Yahya said, 'Az-Zahir: knowing 
all things, Al-Batin: knowing all things."' Our Shaykh Al-Hafiz Al-Mizzi said, "Yahya is Ibn Ziyad 
Al-Farra', who authored a book entitled Ma' ani Al-Qur'an." There are Hadiths mentioned about 
this. Among them, Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
would recite this supplication while going to bed, 



» 



« 

(0 Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Our Lord, and the Lord 
of everything, Revealer of the Tawrah, the Injil and the Furqan, the Splitter of the grain of 



corn and the date stone! I seek refuge with You from the evil of everything whose forhead You 
have control over. Allah! You are Al-Awwal, nothing is before You; Al-Akhir, nothing is after 
You; Az-Zahir, nothing is above You; and Al-Batin, nothing is below You. Remove the burden of 
debt from us and free us from poverty.) Muslim recorded this Hadith via Sahl, who said, "Abu 
Salih used to order us to lay on our right side when we were about to sleep, and then say, 

» 



« 

(0 Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Our Lord, and the Lord 
of everything, Revealer of the Tawrah, the Injil and the Furqan, the Splitter of the grain of 
corn and the date stone! I seek refuge with You from the evil of everything whose forhead You 
have control over. Allah! You are Al-Awwal, nothing is before You; Al-Akhir, nothing is after 
You; Az-Zahir, nothing is above You; and Al-Batin, nothing is below You. Remove the burden of 
debt from us and free us from poverty.) And he used to narrate that from Abu Hurayrah from 
the Prophet ." 



(4. He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days and then rose (Istawa) over the 
Throne. He knows what goes into the earth and what comes forth from it, and what descends 
from the heaven and what ascends thereto. And He is with you wheresoever you may be. And 
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.) (5. His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And 
to Allah return all the matters.) (6. He merges night into day, and merges day into night, and 
He has full knowledge of whatsoever is in the breasts.) 



Allah's Knowledge, Power and Kingdom are Limitless 

Allah the Exalted states that He created the heavens and earth, and all that is between them, 
in six Days and then rose over the Throne after He created them. We discussed this before in 
the explanation of Surat Al-A' raf, so it is not necessary to repeat the meaning here. Allah's 
statement, 



(He knows what goes into the earth), indicates His knowledge in the amount of seeds and drops 
of water that enter inside the earth's surface, 



(and what comes forth from it) of plants, vegetation and fruits. Allah the Exalted said in 
another Ayah, 



(And with Him are the keys of all that is hidden, none knows them but He. And He knows 
whatever there is in the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a 
grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear 
Record. )(6:59) Allah's statement, 



(and what descends from the heaven), pertains to rain, snow, hail and whatever Allah decides 
descends from heaven of decisions and commandments brought down by the honorable angels. 
Allah's statement, 



(and what ascends thereto.), refers to angels and deeds. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith in 
which the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(To Him ascend the deeds of the night before the day falls and the deeds of the day before the 
night falls.) Allah said, 



(And He is with you wheresoever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.) 
meaning, He is watching over you and witnessing your deeds wherever you may be, on land or 
at sea, during the night or the day, at home or in open areas or deserts. All of that is the same 
before His knowledge and all of it is under His sight and hearing. He hears your speech and sees 
where you are. He knows your secrets and your public statements, 



(No doubt! They did fold up their breasts, that they may hide from Him. Surely, even when 
they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what they conceal and what they reveal. 
Verily, He isthe All-Knower of the (secrets) of the breasts. )(1 1:5) Allah the Exalted said, 



(It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, whether 
he be hid by night or goes forth freely by day.)(13:10) Surely, there is no deity worthy of 
worship, except Allah. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah answered 
Jibril, when he asked him about Ihsan: 

» 

« 

(To worship Allah as if you see Him, and even though you cannot see Him, He surely sees you.) 
Allah's statement, 



(His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And to Allh return all the matters.) asserts 
that Allah is the King and Owner of this life and the Hereafter. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first (this world). )(92:13) Surely, Allah 
is praised for this attribute, just as He said in other Ayat, 



(And He is Allah, La ilaha ilia Huwa, all praise is His in the first and in the last.) (28: 70), and, 



(All the praise is Allah's, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. 
His is all the praise in the Hereafter, and He is the All-Wise, the All -Aware.) (34:1) Allah owns 
everything that is in the heavens and earth, and all their inhabitants are servants to Him and 
humble before Him, just as He said, 



(There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious as a servant. 
Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And every one of 
them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) (19:93-95) This is why Allah said 
here, 



(And to Allah return all the matters.) meaning that all matters will be referred to Him on the 
Day of Resurrection and He will judge Hiscreation as He wills. Indeed, He isthe Most Just, Who 
never falls into injustice, not even the weight of a speck of dust; if one performs even one 
good deed, Allah will multiply it up to ten times, 



(and gives from Him a great reward. )(4:40), 



(And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
sufficent are We to take account. )(21 :47) Allah's statement, 



(He merges night into day, and merges day into night,) meaning, He does what He wills with 
His creatures. He alternates the night and day and measures them by His wisdom, as He wills. 
Sometimes, He makes the night longer than the day, and sometimes the opposite. Sometimes, 
He makes the length of night and day equal. Sometimes, He makes the season winter, then 



changes it to spring, then summer then autumn. All this He does by His wisdom and His due 
measure of everything in His creation, 



(and He has full knowledge of whatsoever is in the breasts.) He knows the secrets, no matter 
how concealed they are. 



(7. Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and spend of that whereof He has made you trustees. 
And such of you as believe and spend, theirs will be a great reward.) (8. And what is the matter 
with you that you believe not in Allah! While the Messenger invites you to believe in your Lord; 
and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real believers.) (9. It is He Who sends down 
manifest Ayat to His servant that He may bring you out from darkness into light. And verily, 
Allah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful.) (10. And what is the matter with you that you 



spend not in the cause of Allah And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth. 
Not equal among you are those who spent and fought before the conquering. Such are higher in 
degree than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to all Allah has promised the best. 
And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) (11. Who is he that will lend Allah a handsome loan: 
then He will increase it manifold to hiscredit, and he will have a honorable reward.) 



Ordering Faith and encouraging spending 

Allah the Exalted and Blessed orders having perfect faith in Him and in His Messenger, and that 
one should persist on this path adhereing firmly to it. Allah encourages spending from what He 
has made mankind trustees of, the wealth that you - mankind - have, that He has lent you. This 
wealth was in the hands of those before you and was later transferred to you. Therefore, 
mankind, spend as Allah commanded you from the wealth that He entrusted to you for His 
obedience. Otherwise, He will hold you accountable and punish you for your ignoring what He 
ordained on you in this regard. Allah's statement, 



(of that whereof He has made you trustees.), indicates that you - mankind -- will surrender this 
wealth to someone else. In this case, those who will inherit from you might obey Allah with 
their wealth, and thus acquire more happiness than you on account of what Allah has granted 
them. They might disobey Allah, and in this case you will have helped them commit evil and 
transgression. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir said, "I came to Allah's 
Messenger as he was reciting and saying, 



« 



((abundance diverts you.)( The Son of " Adam claims, "My wealth, my wealth." But is there 
anything belonging to you, except that which you consumed, which you used, or which you 
wore and then it became worn or you gave as charity and sent it forward) Muslim also collected 
with the addition: 



« » 

(Other than that, you will go away from it and leave it behind for other people.) Allah's 
statement, 



(And such of you as believe and spend, theirs will be a great reward.) encourages having faith 
and spending in acts of obedience. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And what is the matter with you that you believe not in Allah! While the Messenger invites you 
to believe in your Lord;) meaning, "what prevents you from believing, while the Messenger is 
among you calling you to faith and bringing forward clear proof s and evidences that affirm the 
truth of what he brought you" And we have reported the Hadith through different routes in the 
beginning of the explanation on the chapter on Faith in Sahih Al-Bukhari, wherein one day the 
Messenger of Allah said to his Companions, 

« » 

(Who do you consider among the believers as having the most amazing faith) They said, "The 
angels." He said, 

« » 

(And what prevents them from believing when they are with their Lord) They said, "Then the 
Prophets." He said, 

« » 

(What prevents them from believing when the revelation comes down to them) They said, 
"Then us." He said, 



» 



« 

(What prevents you from believing, when I am amongst you Actually, the believers who have 
the most amazing faith, are some people who will come after you; they will find pages that 
they will believe in.) We mentioned a part of this Hadith when explaining Allah's statement in 
Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(who believe in the Ghayb (unseen). )(2:3) Allah's statement, 



(and He has indeed taken your covenant,) is similar to another of His statements, 



(And remember Allah's favor to you and His covenant with which He bound you when you said: 
"We hear and we obey.")(5:7), which refers to giving the pledge of allegiance to the Prophet . 
Ibn Jarir said that the covenant mentioned here, is that taken from mankind, when they were 
still in Adam's loin. This is also the opinion of Mujahid, and Allah knows best. Allah said, 



(It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servant) clear proofs, unequivocal evidences and 
plain attestations, 



(that He may bring you out from darkness into light.) from the darkness of ignorance, disbelief 
and contradictory statements to the light of guidance, certainty and faith, 



(And verily, Allah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful.) by revealing the Divine Books and 
sending the Messengers to guide mankind, eradicating doubts and removing confusion. After 
Allah commanded mankind to first believe and spend, He again encouraged them to acquire 
faith and stated that He has removed all barriers between them and the acquisition of faith. 
Allah again encouraged them to spend, 



(And what is the matter with you that you spend not in the cause of Allah And to Allah belongs 
the heritage of the heavens and the earth.) means, spend and do not fear poverty or scarcity. 



Surely, He in Whose cause you spent is the King and Owner of the heavens and earth and has 
perfect control over their every affair, including their treasuries. He is the Owner of the 
Throne, with all the might that it contains, and He isthe One Who said, 



(And whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it. And He is the best of 
providers.) (34: 39), and, 



(whatever is with you, will be exhausted, and whatever is with Allah will remain. )(1 6:96) 
Therefore, those who trust in and depend on Allah will spend, and they will not fear poverty or 
destitution coming to them from the Owner of the Throne. They know that Allah will surely 
compensate them for whatever they spend. 



The Virtues of spending and fighting before the Conquest of Makkah 

Allah's statement, 



(Not equal among you are those who spent before the conquering and fought.) meaning those 
who did not fight and spend before the Conquest are not equal to those who spent and fought. 
Before Makkah was conquered, things were difficult for Muslims and only the righteous ones 
embraced Islam. After Makkah was conquered, Islam spread tremendously throughout the 
known world and people embraced the religion of Allah en masse. Similarly He said: 



(Such are higher in degree than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to all Allah has 
promised the best (reward).) The majority considers the Conquest here to be the conquest of 
Makkah. Ash-Sha' bi and several others said that the Ayah refers to the treaty at Al- 
Hudaybiyyah. There is proof for this opinion found in a Hadith from Anas, collected by Imam 
Ahmad. Anas said, "Khalid bin Al-Walid and ' Abdur-Rahman bin ' Awf had a dispute. Khalid said 
to 'Abdur-Rahman, 'You boast about days (battles) that you participated in before us.' When 
the news of this statement reached the Prophet he said, 



» 



« 

(Do not bother my Companions, for by He in Whose Hand is my soul! If you spend an amount of 
gold equal to (Mount) Uhud, (or equal to the mountains), you will not reach the level of their 
actions.)" It is a known fact that Khalid bin Al-Walid, whom the Prophet addressed this 
statement to, embraced Islam during the period between the treaty of Al-Hudaybiyyah and the 
conquering of Makkah. The dispute between Khalid and ' Abdur-Rahman occurred because of 
the battle of Bani Jadhimah. The Prophet sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to them after the conquest 
of Makkah, and they said, "Saba'na," instead of saying, "Aslamna" (we embraced Islam). So 
Khalid ordered their execution and the execution of their prisoners (of war); 'Abdur-Rahman 
bin ' Awf and 'Abdullah bin * Umar opposed him. This is the reason behind the dispute that 
occurred between Khalid and " Abdur-Rahman. But in the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(None should revile my Companions, for by He in Whose Hand is my soul! If one of you were to 
spend as much gold as Uhud, it would not reach the level of them equal to an amount as much 
as one Mudd of one of them or half of it.) Allah said, 



(But to all Allah has promised the best (reward).) meaning, those who spent before and after 
the conquest of Makkah; they all will gain a reward for their good deeds, even though some of 
them vary in rank and earn a better reward than others as Allah said, 



(Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled, and 
those who strive hard and fight in the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has 
preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with their wealth and their lives above 
those who sit (at home). Unto each, Allah has promised good, but Allah has preferred by a 
great reward those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home).)(4:95) There is a 
Hadith in the Sahih that states, 



» 
« 



(The strong believer is better and more beloved to Allah than the weak believer; both have 
goodness in them.) The Prophet ended his statement this way to draw attention to the second 
type of believer, so that their own qualities are not forgotten in the midst of preferring the 
former type. In this way, the latter is not dismissed as being degraded in the Hadith. 
Therefore, the Prophet ended his statement by praising the second type -- the weak believers - 
- after giving preference to the first type. Allah said: 



(And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) meaning, since Allah is perfectly aware of all things, 
He made distinctions between the rewards of the believers who spent and fought before the 
Conquest and those who spent and fought afterwards. Surely, Allah does this by His knowledge 
of the intention of the former type and their perfect sincerity to Him, all the while spending in 
times of hardship, poverty and dire straits. This is found in the Hadith, 



« » 



(Spending one Dirham is preceded over a hundred thousand.) There is no doubt that the people 
of faith consider Abu Bakr As-Sddiq to be the person who has the best share according to the 
meaning of this Ayah. He was the chief of those who implemented it, among all followers of all 
Prophets. He spent all of his wealth seeking the Face of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. 
He did it voluntarily too, not to repay a debt or a favor that anyone from mankind had on him. 
May Allah be pleased with him. 



The Encouragement to make a Handsome Loan in the Cause of Allah 

Allah said, 



(Who is he that will lend Allah a handsome loan:) ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said that this Ayah 
refers to spending in Allah's cause. It was also said that it pertains to spending on children. 
What iscorrect isthat it is more general than that. So all those who spend in the cause of Allah 
with good intentions and a sincere heart, then they fall under the generality of this Ayah. This 
is why Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah: 



(Who is he that will lend Allah handsome loan: then (Allah) will increase it manifold to his 
credit (in repaying),) and in another Ayah, 



(many times) (2:245), meaning, being handsome reward and tremendous provisions: Paradise 
on the Day of Resurrection. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ~ Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "When this 
Ayah, 



(Who is he that will lend Allah handsome loan: then (Allah) will increase it manifold to his 
credit (in repaying),) was revealed, Abu Ad-Dahdah Al-Ansari said, '0 Allah's Messenger! Does 
Allah ask us for a loan' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes, O Abu Ad-Dahdah.) He said, 'Give me your hand, Allah's Messenger,' and the Prophet 
placed his hand in his hand. Abu Ad-Dahdah said, ~ Verily, I have given my garden as a loan to 
my Lord.' He had a garden that contained six hundred date trees; his wife and children were 
living in that garden too. Abu Ad-Dahdah went to his wife and called her, 'Umm Ad-Dahdah!' 
She said, ' Here I am.' He said, ' Leave the garden, because I have given it as a loan to my Lord, 
the Exalted and Most Honored.' She said, 'That is a successful trade, Abu Ad-Dahdah!' She 
then transferred her goods and children. The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(How plentiful are the sweet date clusters that Abu Ad-Dahdah has in Paradise!)" In another 
narration, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(How many a date tree that has lowered down its clusters, which are full of pearls and gems in 
Paradise for Abu Ad-Dahdah!) 



(12. On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women -- their light running 
forward before them and in their right hands. Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under 
which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever! Truly, this is the great success!) (13. On 
the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let us get 
something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!" So, a wall 
will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be 
torment.) (14. (The hypocrites) will call the believers: "Were we not with you" The believers 
will reply: "Yes! But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward to our 
destruction; and you doubted, and you were deceived by false hopes, till the command of Allah 



came to pass. And the deceiver deceived you in regard to Allah.") (15. So, this Day no ransom 
shall be taken from you, nor of those who disbelieved. Your abode is the Fire. That is your 
protector, and worst indeed isthat destination.) 



The Believers are awarded a Light on the Day of Resurrection, 
according to Their Good Deeds 

Allah the Exalted states that the believers who spend in charity will come on the Day of 
Resurrection with their light preceding them in the area of the Gathering, according to the 
level of their good deeds. As reported from ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud: 



(their light running forward before them), he said, "They will pass over the Srat according to 
their deeds. Some of them will have a light as large as a mountain, some as a date tree, some 
as big as a man in the standing position. The least among them has a light as big as his index 
finger, it is lit at times and extinguished at other times." Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir collected 
this Hadith. Ad-Dahhak commented on the Ayah, "Everyone will be given a light on the Day of 
Resurrection. When they arrive at the Srat, the light of the hypocrites will be extinguished. 
When the believers see this, they will be concerned that their light also will be extinguished, 
just as the light of the hypocrites was. This is when the believers will invoke Allah, '0 our 
Lord! Perfect our light for us.'" Allah's statement, 



(and in their right hands.) Ad-Dahhak said: "Their Books of Records." As Allah said: 



(So whosoever is given his record in his right hand. )(1 7:71) Allah said, 



(Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under which rivers flow,) meaning, it will be said to 
them, "Receive glad tidingsthis Day, of gardens beneath which rivers flow, 



(to dwell therein forever!), you will remain therein forever," 



(Truly, this is the great success!) 



The Condition of the Hypocrites on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah said, 



(On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let us 
get something from your light!") Allah informs us in this Ayah of the terrible horrors, 
horrendous incidents and tremendous events that will take place on the Day of Resurrection in 
the Gathering Area. No one will be saved on that Day, except those who believed in Allah and 
His Messenger, obeyed Allah's commands and avoided His prohibitions. AI-'Awfi, Ad-Dahhak and 
others reported from Ibn 'Abbas: "When the people are gathering in darkness, Allah will send 
light, and when the believers see the light they will march towards it. This light will be their 
guide from Allah to Paradise. When the hypocrites see the believers following the light, they 
will follow them. However, Allah will extinguish the light for the hypocrites and they will say 
(to the believers), 



(Wait for us! Let us get something from your light.) The believers will reply by saying, 



(Go back to your rear!) to the dark area you were in, and look for a light there!"' Allah said, 



(So, a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and 
outside it will be torment.) Al-Hasan and Qatadah said that the wall mentioned here is located 
between Paradise and Hellfire. " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that the wall 
mentioned in this Ayah is the wall that Allah described in His statement, 



(And between them will be a (barrier) screen. )(7:46) Similar was reported from Mujahid and 
others, and it iscorrect. Allah said, 



(Inside it will be mercy,) meaning, Paradise and all that is in it, 



(and outside it will be torment.) meaning, the Hellfire, according to Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and 
others. Allah said, 



((The hypocrites) will call the believers: "Were we not with you") meaning, the hypocrites will 
call out to the believers saying, "Were we not with you in the life of the world, attending 
Friday prayers and congregational prayers Did we not stand with you on Mount ' Arafah (during 
Hajj), participate in battle by your side and perform all types of acts of worship with you" 



(The believers will reply: "Yes!...") The believers will answer the hypocrites by saying, "Yes, you 
were with us, 



(But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward to our destruction; and you 
doubted (in faith) and you were deceived by false hopes,) " Qatadah said, 



(you looked forward to destruction), "Of the truth and its people." 



(and you doubted,) that Resurrection occurs after death, 



(and you were deceived by false hopes,) meaning: you said that you will be forgiven your sins; 
or, they say it means: this life deceived you; 



(till the command of Allah came to pass.) meaning: you remained on this path until death came 
to you, 



(And the deceiver deceived you in regard to Allah.) "the deceiver' being Shaytan. Qatadah said, 
"They were deceived by Ash-Shaytan. By Allah! They remained deceived until Allah cast them 
into Hellfire." The meaning here is that the believers will answer the hypocrites by saying, "You 
were with us in bodies which were heartless and devoid of intentions. You were cast in doubt 
and suspicion. You were showing off for people and remembered Allah, little." Mujahid 
commented, "The hypocrites were with the believers in this life, marrying from among each 
other, yet betraying them even when they were associating with them. They were dead. They 
will both be given a light on the Day of Resurrection, but the light of the hypocrites will be 
extinguished when they reach the wall; this is when the two camps separate and part!" Allah's 
statement, 



(Your abode is the Fire.) means, the Fire is your final destination and to it will be your return 
for residence, 



(That is your protector,) meaning, it is the worthy shelter for you rather than any other 
residence, because of your disbelief and doubt, and how evil isthe Fire for Final Destination. 



(16. Has not the time yet come for the believers that their hearts should be humble for the 
remembrance of Allah And that which has been revealed of the truth, lest they become as 



those who received the Scripture before, and the term was prolonged for them and so their 
hearts were hardened And many of them were rebellious.) (17. Know that Allah gives life to the 
earth after its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat to you, if you but understand.) 
believers) 

meaning, it is the worthy shelter for you rather than any other residence, because of your 
disbelief and doubt, and how evil isthe Fire for Final Destination. 



(16. Has not the time yet come for the believers that their hearts should be humble for the 
remembrance of Allah And that which has been revealed of the truth, lest they become as 
those who received the Scripture before, and the term was prolonged for them and so their 
hearts were hardened And many of them were rebellious.) (17. Know that Allah gives life to the 
earth after its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat to you, if you but understand.) 



Encouraging Khushu and the Prohibition of imitating the People of 

the Scriptures 

Allah asks, " Has not the time come for the believers to feel humility in their hearts by the 
remembrance of Allah and hearing subtle advice and the recitation of the Qur'an, so that they 
may comprehend the Qur'an, abide by it, and hear and obey Muslim recorded that 'Abdullah 
bin Mas' ud said, "Only four years separated our acceptance of Islam and the revelation of this 
Ayah, in which Allah subtly admonished us, 



(Has not the time yet come for the believers that their hearts should be humble for the 
remembrance of Allah)" This isthe narration Muslim collected, just before the end of his book. 
An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith in the Tafsir of this Ayah. Allah's statement, 



(Lest they become as those who received the Scripture before, and the term was prolonged for 
them and so their hearts were hardened) Allah is prohibiting the believers from imitating those 
who were given the Scriptures before them, the Jews and Christians. As time passed, they 
changed the Book of Allah that they had, and sold it for a small, miserable price. They also 
abandoned Allah's Book behind their back and were impressed and consumed by various 
opinions and false creeds. They imitated the way others behaved with the religion of Allah, 
making their rabbis and priests into gods beside Allah. Consequently, their hearts became hard 
and they would not accept advice; their hearts did not feel humbled by Allah's promises or 
threats, 



(And many of them were rebellious.) meaning, in action; therefore, their hearts are corrupt 
and their actions are invalid, just as Allah the Exalted said, 



(So, because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts grow 
hard. They changed the words from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the 
Message that was sent to them.)(5:13) meaning, their hearts became corrupt and they 
hardened, and they acquired the behavior of changing Allah's Speech from their appropriate 
places and meanings. They abandoned acts of worship that they were commanded to perform 
and committed what they were prohibited to do. This is why Allah forbade the believers from 
imitating them in any way, be it basic or detailed matters. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat to 
you, if you but understand.) This Ayah indicates that He brings subtleness to hearts after they 
have become hard, guides the confused after they were led astray, and relieves hardships after 
they have intensified. And just as Allah brings life back to the dead and dry earth by sending 
the needed abundant rain, He also guides the hardened hearts with the proofs and evidences of 
the Qur'an. The light (of faith) would have access to the hearts once again, after they were 
closed and, as a consequence, no guidance was able to reach them. All praise is due to Him 
Who guides whomever He wills after they were misguided, Who misguides those who were led 



aright before. Surely, it is He Who does what He wills and He is the All-Wise, the Most Just in 
all that He does, the Most Subtle, the Most Aware, the Most High, the Proud. 



(18. Verily, those who give Sadaqat, men and women, and lend Allah handsome loan, it shall be 
increased manifold (to their credit), and theirs shall be an honorable good reward.) (19. And 
those who believe in Allah and His Messengers, they are the Sddiqun (true believers) and the 
martyrs with their Lord. They shall have their reward and their light. But those who disbelieve 
and deny Our Ayat -- they shall be the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) 



Reward for the Charitable, the True Believers and the Martyrs; and 
the Destination of the Disbelievers 

Allah the Exalted describes the reward that He will award to those who spend from their 
wealth, whether male or female, on the needy, the poor and the meek, 



(and lend Allah handsome loan,) meaning, they give in charity with a good heart seeking the 
pleasure of Allah. They do not seek worldly rewards or appreciation from those to whom they 
give in charity. Allah's statement, 



(it shall be increased manifold,) indicating that He will multiply the good deeds from tenfold, 
up to seven hundredfold and even more than that, 



(and theirs shall be an honorable good reward.) theirs will be a generous, handsome reward, 
good dwelling to return to and an honorable final destination. Allah's statement, 



(And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers -- they are the Sddiqun) This completes His 
description of those who have faith in Him and in His Messengers, by describing them as 
Sddiqun, true believers. AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas about 



(And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers -- they are the Sddiqun) that its meaning 
does not continue to the next Ayah, 



(and the martyrs (are) with their Lord. They shall have their reward and their light.) Abu Ad- 
Duha (stopped after he) recited, 



(they are the Sddiqun), then initiated recitation: 



(and the martyrs (are) with their Lord.) Masruq, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan and others said 
similarly. Al-A' mash narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masruq from 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
commented on Allah's statement, 



(they are the Sddiqun, and the martyrs with their Lord.) "They are of three categories," 
meaning there are those who spend in charity, the Sddiqun and the martyrs. Allah the Exalted 
said, 



(And whoso obey Allah and the Messenger, then they will be in the company of those on whom 
Allah has bestowed His grace, of the Prophets, the Sddiqin, the martyrs, and the 
righteous.)(4:69) Therefore, Allah made a distinction between the Sddiqin and the martyrs, 
indicating that they are of two distinct categories, so there is no doubt that Sddiq is a better 
status than the martyr. Imam Malik bin Anas recorded in his Muwatta' that Abu Sa id Al-Khudri 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The people of Paradise will look at the dwellers of the lofty mansions as one looks at a 
brilliant star far away in the east or in the west on the horizon, because of their superiority 
over one another.) On that the people said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Are these lofty mansions for 
the Prophetswhom none else can reach" The Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



(No! By Him in Whose Hand is my soul! these are for men who believe in Allah and believe in 
the Messengers.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(and the martyrs with their Lord.) means that they will be in the gardens of Paradise, as 
recorded in the Sahih: 



» 



« 



(The souls of the martyrs live in the bodies of green birds, who fly wherever they wish in 
Paradise and then return to their nests in chandeliers. Once your Lord cast a glance at them 
and said, 'Do you want anything" They said, "We wish that You return us to the life of the 
world, so that we may fight in Your cause and be killed as we were killed the first time." Allah 
said, "I have decreed that they shall not be returned to it again.") Allah's statement, 



(They shall have their reward and their light.), means that Allah will grant them a generous 
reward and a tremendous light that will precede before them. In this, the believers vary 
regarding the level of reward they receive, according to their good actions in the life of this 
world. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Umar bin Al-Khattab said that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 

: » 



« 

(There are four ranks of martyrs. The first is a man who believes and who is true in faith, who 
meets the enemy (in battle), fulfills his duty to Allah and is killed. This is the type that the 
people will look up to (his level in Paradise), like this.) The Prophet raised his head until his 
cap fell off his head, and the same happened to x Umar. The Prophet continued, 



» 



« 



(The second is a believer who meets the enemy and is struck by a stray arrow which causes him 
to die. This believer is in the second grade. The third is a believer who has combined good 
deeds with evil deeds; he meetsthe enemy and istruthful to hisduty to Allah until he is killed. 
This is the third category. And the fourth is a believer who has committed sins excessively, so 
he meets the enemy and is truthful to his duty to Allah, and is killed. This is the fourth 
category.) 'AM bin Al-Madini also reported this Hadith and said, "This Egyptian chain is Salih 
useful." At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." Allah's statement, 



(But those who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat -- they shall be the dwellers of the blazing Fire.) 
mentions the destination and the condition of the miserable ones, after Allah mentioned the 
destination and rewards of the happy ones. 



(20. Know that the life of this world is only play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting 
among you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and children. (It is) like a rain (Ghayth), thereof 
the growth is pleasing to the tiller; afterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow; then it 
becomes straw. But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe torment, and (there is) forgiveness 
from Allah and (His) pleasure. And the life of this world is only a deceiving enjoyment.) (21. 
Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord, and Paradise the width 
whereof is as the width of the heaven and the earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah 
and His Messengers. That is the grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He is pleased with. 
And Allah is the Owner of great bounty.) 



This Life of this World is Fleeting Enjoyment 

Allah the Exalted degradesthe significance of this life and belittles it by saying, 



(that the life of this world is only play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among you, 
and rivalry in respect of wealth and children.) meaning, this is the significance of this life to its 
people, just as He said in another Ayah, 



(Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women, children, much of gold and silver 
(wealth), branded beautiful horses, cattle and well-tilled land. This is the pleasure of the 
present world's life; but Allah has the excellent return with Him.)(3:14) Allah the Exalted also 
sets a parable for this life, declaring that its joys are fading and its delights are perishable, 
saying that life is, 



(Like a rain (Ghayth),) which is the rain that comes down to mankind, after they had felt 
despair. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And He it is Who sends down the Ghayth (rain) after they have despaired.) (42: 28) Allah's 
statement, 



(thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller;) meaning that farmers admire the vegetation that 
grows in the aftermath of rain. And just as farmers admire vegetation, the disbelievers admire 
this life; they are the most eager to acquire the traits of life, and life is most dear to them, 



(afterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow; then it becomes straw.) meaning, that 
vegetation soon turns yellow in color, after being fresh and green. After that, the green fades 
away and becomes scattered pieces of dust. This is the parable of this worldly life, it starts 
young, then matures and then turns old and feeble. This is also the parable of mankind in this 
life; they are young and strong in the beginning. In this stage of life, they look youthful and 
handsome. Slowly, they begin growing older, their mannerism changes and their strength 
weakens. They then grow old and feeble; moving becomes difficult for them, while doing easy 
things becomes beyond their ability. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you strength after weakness, 
then after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And He is the 
All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.)(30:54) This parable indicates the near demise of this life and 
the imminent end of it, while in contrast, the Hereafter is surely coming. Those who hear this 
parable should, therefore, be aware of the significance of the Hereafter and feel eagerness in 
the goodness that it contains, 



(But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe torment, and (there is) forgiveness from Allah and 
(His) pleasure. And the life of this world is only a deceiving enjoyment.) meaning, surely, the 
Hereafter that will certainly come contains two things either severe punishment or forgiveness 
from Allah and His good pleasure. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And the life of this world is only a deceiving enjoyment.) meaning, this life is only a form of 
enjoyment that deceives those who incline to it. Surely, those who recline to this life will 
admire it and feel that it is dear to them, so much so, that they might think that this is the 
only life, no life or dwelling after it. Yet, in reality, this life is insignificant as compared to the 
Hereafter. Imam Ahmad recorded that * Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Paradise is nearer to any of you than the strap on his shoe, and so is the (Hell) Fire.) Al- 
Bukhari collected this Hadith through the narration of Ath-Thawri. This Hadith indicates the 
close proximity of both good and evil in relation to mankind. If this is the case, then this is the 
reason Allah the Exalted encouraged mankind to rush to perform acts of righteousness and 
obedience and to avoid the prohibitions. By doing so, their sins and errors will be forgiven and 
they will acquire rewards and an exalted status. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from your Lord, and Paradise the 
width whereof is as the width of the heaven and the earth,) Allah the Exalted said in another 
Ayah, 



(And march forth in the way (to) forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide as the 
heavens and the earth, prepared for those who have Taqwa.)(3:133) Allah said here, 



(prepared for those who believe in Allah and His Messengers. That is the grace of Allah which 
He bestows on whom He is pleased with. And Allah is the Owner of great bounty.) meaning, 
"This, that Allah has qualified them for, is all a part of His favor, bounty and compassion." We 
mentioned a Hadith collected in the Sahih in which the poor emigrants said to the Messenger , 
"0 Allah's Messenger! The wealthy people will get higher grades and permanent enjoyment." He 
asked, 

« » 

(Why is that) They said, "They pray like us and fast as we do. However, they give in charity, 
whereas we cannot do that, and that free servants, whereas we cannot afford it." The Prophet 
said, 



» 



« 

n(Shall I tell you of a good deed that, if you acted upon, you would catch up with those who 
have surpassed you none would overtake you and be better than you, except those who might 
do the same. Say, "Glorious is Allah," "Allah is Most Great," and "Praise be to Allah," thirty three 
times each after every prayer.) They later came back and said, "Our wealthy brethren heard 
what we did and they started doing the same." Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

This isthe favor of Allah that He givesto whom He wills.) 



(22. No calamity occurs in the earth nor in yourselves but it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees 
before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) (23. In order that you may not 
grieve at the things over that you fail to get, nor rejoice over that which has been given to you. 
And Allah likes not prideful boasters.) (24. Those who are misers and enjoin miserliness upon 
people. And whosoever turns away, then Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise.) 



Everything that affects Mankind, is duly measured and destined 

Allah reminds of His measuring and deciding the destiny of all things before He created the 
creation, 



(No calamity occurs on the earth nor in yourselves) meaning, 'there is nothing that touches you 
or happens in existence,' 



(but it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees before We bring it into existence.) meaning, ' before 
We created the creation and started life.' Qatadah commented on this Ayah, 



(No calamity occurs on the earth) refersto famine, while, 



(or nor in yourselves) refersto suffering and diseases." He also said, "We were told that every 
person who suffers a prick of a thorn, a twisted ankle, or a bleeding vein, has it occur on 
account of his sins. What Allah forgives is even more." This great, honorable Ayah provides 
clear evidence to the misguidance of the cursed Qadariyyah sect, who deny Allah's 
Preordaihnent and His knowledge of everything before it occurs. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
x Abdullah bin ' Amr bin AI-' As said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Allah ordained the measures (of everything) fifty thousand years before He created the 
heavens and the earth.)" Muslim collected this Hadith in hisSahih with the addition: 



« » 

(And His Throne was over the water.) At-Tirmidhi also collected it and said, "Hasan Sahih." 
Allah's statement, 



(Verily, that is easy for Allah.) means that He knows all things before they occur, and He 
records them exactly as they will occur when they occur, and this is easy for Him. Verily, Allah 
knows what happened, what will happen and what did not happen, and what shape and form it 
will take if it were to happen. 



Ordering Patience and Gratitude 

Allah said, 



(In order that you may not grieve at the things over that you fail to get, nor rejoice over that 
which has been given to you.) meaning, 'We informed you of Our encompassing knowledge, 
recording all things before they occur and creating all things in due measure known to Us, so 
that you may know that what has met you would never have missed you and what has missed 
you would never have met you. Therefore, do not grieve for what you have missed of fortune, 
because had it been destined for you, you would have achieved it.' (It is also recited:) ( 

) (nor rejoice over that which came to you) meaning, come to you. According to the 
recitation, 



it means (which has been given to you.) Both meanings are related. Allah says here, 'do not 
boast before people about what Allah has favored you with, because it is not you who earned it 
by your efforts. Rather, all this came your way because Allah destined them for you and 
provided them for you as provisions. Therefore, do not use what Allah has granted you as a 
reason to boast and become arrogant with others.' Allah's statement, 



(And Allah likes not prideful boasters.) meaning, who acts arrogantly with other people. 
' Ikrimah commented by saying, "Everyone of us feels happiness and grief. However, make your 
joy with gratitude and endure your grief with patience." 



Censuring the Stinginess 

Allah the Exalted then said, 



(Those who are misers and enjoin miserliness upon people.) meaning those who commit evil 
and encourage people to commit it, 



(And whosoever turns away,) from abiding by Allah's commandments and obeying Him, 



(then Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise.) As Musa, peace be upon him, said, 



(If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich, Owner of all 
praise. )(14:8) 



(25. Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the 
Scripture and the Mizan that mankind may keep up justice. And We brought forth iron wherein 
is mighty power, as well as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who it is that will 
help Him (His religion) and His Messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allah is Powerful, Almighty.) 



The Prophets were given Miracles and Sent with truth and Justice 

Allah the Exalted said next, 



(Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs) in reference to the miracles, the 
unequivocal evidences and the plain proofs, 



(and revealed with them the Scripture) which containsthe true text, 



(and the Mizan), that is, justice, according to Mujahid, Qatadah and others. This Ayah refersto 
the truth that is attested to by the sound, straight minds that oppose misguided opinions and 
ideas, just as Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Can they (Muslims) who rely on a clear proof from their Lord, and whom a witness from Him 
follows it (be equal with the disbelievers). )(1 1:17), 



(Allah's Fitra (religion) with which He has created mankind.) (30:30), and, 



(And the heaven: He has raised it high, and He has set up the Mizan. )(55:7) This is why Allah 
said here, 



(that mankind may keep up justice), truth and fairness that is found in the obedience of the 
Messengers, in all that they conveyed from their Lord, and following all they commanded. 



Surely, what the Prophets brought forth is the truth, beyond which there is no truth, just as 
Allah said, 



(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in j ustice.)(6:1 15), His Word is true 
in what it conveys, and just in all its orders and prohibitions. This is why the believers say, 
when they take up their rooms in Paradise and assume their high grades and lined thrones, 



(All praise is due to Allah, Who has guided us to this, and never could we have found guidance, 
were it not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the 
truth. )(7:43) 



The Benefits of Iron 

Allah said, 



(And We brought forth iron wherein is mighty power,) meaning, " We made iron a deterrent for 
those who refuse the truth and oppose it after the proof has been established against them.' 
Allah's Messenger remained in Makkah for thirteen years. During that time, the revelation 
continued being sent to him, containing arguments against the idolators and explaining Tawhid 
with detail and proofs. When the evidence was established against those who defied the 
Messenger , Allah decreed the Hijrah. Then He ordered the believers to fight the disbelievers 
using swords, using them to strike the necks and foreheads of those who opposed, rejected and 
denied the Qur'an. Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud recorded that 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(I was sent with the sword just before the Hour so that Allah be worshipped alone without 
partners. My provision was placed under the shadow of my spear, and those who defy my order 



were disgraced and humiliated, and he who imitates a people is one of them.) This is why Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(wherein is mighty power,) in reference to weapons, such as swords, spears, daggers, arrows, 
shields, and so forth, 



(as well as many benefits for mankind,) meaning, in their livelihood, such as using it to make 
coins, hammers, axes, saws chisels, shovels and various tools that people use for tilting the 
land, sowing, cooking, making dough and manufacturing other objects necessary for their 
livelihood. Allah's statement, 



(that Allah may test who it is that will help Him (His religion) and His Messengers in the 
unseen.) meaning, whose intention by carrying weapons is the defense of Allah (His religion) 
and His Messenger, 



(Verily, Allah is Powerful, Almighty.) meaning, surely, Allah is Powerful, Almighty, and He gives 
victory to those who give victory and aid to Him. However, Allah does not need mankind's help, 
but He ordered Jihad to test people with each other. 



(26. And indeed, We sent Nuh and Ibrahim, and placed in their offspring prophethood and 
Scripture. And among them there are some who are guided; but many of them are rebellious.) 
(27. Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent v Isathe son of Maryam, and gave 
him the Injil. And We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him, compassion and 
mercy. But the monasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for 
them, but (they sought it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not observe it with 
the right observance. So, We gave those among them who believed, their (due) reward; but 
many of them are rebellious.) 



Many of the Nations of the Prophets were RebellioAiiah the Exalted states 

that since He sent Nuh, peace be upon him, all the Prophets and Messengers He sent after that 
were from his offspring. All the revealed Divine Books and all the Messengers that received 
revelation after Ibrahim, Allah's Khalil, peace be upon him, were from Ibrahim's offspring. Allah 
the Exalted said in another Ayah: 



(and placed in their offspring prophethood and Scripture.) 29:27 The last among the Prophets 
of the Children of Israel was x Isa, son of Mary, who prophecied the good news of the coming of 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon them both. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, and We sent 'Isa the son of Maryam, and gave him 
the Injil.) refering to the Injil that Allah revealed to him, 



(And We ordained in the heartsof those who followed him,) i.e., the disciples, 



(compassion) and tenderness, 



(and mercy.) toward the creatures. Allah's statement, 



(But the monasticism which they invented for themselves,) refers to the monasticism that the 
Christian nation invented, 



(We did not prescribe for them) ' We -- Allah -- did not ordain it for them, but they chose it on 
their own.' There are two opinions about the meaning of, 



(only to please Allah therewith,) The first is that they wanted to please Allah by inventing 
monasticism. Sa' id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said this. The second meaning is: "We did not 
ordain them to practice that but, rather, We ordained them only to seek what pleases Allah." 
Allah's statement, 



(but that they did not observe it with the right observance.) meaning, they did not abide by 
what they ordered themselvesto do. This Ayah criticizesthem in two ways: first, they invented 
in things in their religion, things which Allah did not legislate for them. The second is that they 
did not fulfill the requirements of what they themselves invented and which they claimed was 
a means of drawing near to Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Gibn Jarir and Abu * Abdur- 
Rahman An-Nasa'i -- and this is his wording - recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "There were kings 
after x Isa who changed the Tawrah and the Injil when there were still believers who recited 
Tawrah and the Injil. Their kings were told, 'We were never confronted by more severe 
criticism and abuse than of these people.' -- they recite the Ayah, 



(And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are the disbelievers.)(5:44), 
as well as, they accuse us of short comings in our actions, while still they recite. Therefore, 
summon them and let them recite these Ayat our way and believe in them our way.' The king 
summoned them and gathered them and threatened them with death if they did not revert 
from reciting the original Tawrah and Injil to using the corrupted version only. They said, ' Why 
do you want us to do that, let us be.' Some of them said, * Build a narrow elevated tower for us 
and let us ascend it, and then give usthe meansto elevate food and drink to us. This way, you 
will save yourselves from hearing us.' Another group among them said, " Let us go about in the 
land and eat and drink like beasts do, and if you find us in your own land, then kill us.' Another 
group among them said, " Build homes (monasteries) for us in the deserts and secluded areas, 
where we can dig wells and plant vegetables. Then, we will not refute you and will not even 



pass by you.' These groups said this, even though they all had supporters among their tribes. It 
is about this that Allah the Exalted and Most Honored sent down this Ayah, 



(But the monasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but 
(they sought it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they did not observe it with the right 
observance.) "' Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Every Prophet has Rahbaniyyah (monasticism); Jihad in the cause of Allah, the Exalted and 
Most Honored, is the Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah.) Al-Hafiz Abu Ya* la collected this Hadith and 
in this narration, the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Every Ummah has Rahbaniyyah; Jihad in the cause of Allah is the Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah.) 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said that a man came to him and asked him for 
advice, and Abu Sa' id said that he asked the same of Allah's Messenger . Abu Sa' id said, "So, I 
advise you to adhere by the Taqwa of Allah, because it is the chief of all matters. Fulfill the 
obligation of Jihad, because it is the Rahbaniyyah of Islam. Take care of remembering Allah 
and reciting the Qur'an, because it is your closeness (or status) in the heavens and your good 
fame on earth." Only Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith. 



(28. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah, and believe in His Messenger, He will give you a 
double portion of His mercy, and He will give you a light by which you shall walk (straight). And 
He will forgive you. And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (29. So that the People of the 
Scriptures may know that they have no power whatsoever over the grace of Allah, and that 
(His) grace is in His Hand to bestow it on whomsoever He wills. And Allah is the Owner of great 
bounty.) 



The Believers of the People of the Scriptures will earn Double their 

Rewards 

Earlier we mentioned a Hadith that An-Nasa'i collected from Ibn 'Abbas that this Ayah is about 
the People of the Scriptures who believe in Islam, and that they will earn double their reward 
if they do so. There is an Ayah in Surat Al-Qasasto support this meaning. Also, there is a Hadith 
from Ash-Sha' bi from Abu Burdah from his father from Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Three will get their reward twice. A believer from the People of the Scriptures who has been a 
true believer in his Prophet and then believes in me, will get a double reward. A slave who 
fulfills Allah's rights and obligations as well as the duties of his master, will get a double 
reward. A person who has a slave-girl and he educates her properly and teaches her good 
manners properly (without violence) and then manumits and marries her, will get a double 
reward.) This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Ad-Dahhak, ' Utbah bin Abi Hakim and 
others agreed with Ibn 'Abbas in this, and Ibn Jarir preferred it. Allah the Exalted said in 
another Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! If you have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant you a criterion, and will expiate 
for you your sins, and forgive you; and Allah is Owner of the great bounty. )(8:29) Sa' id bin 
" Abdul-* Aziz said, * Umar bin Al-Khattab asked a Jewish rabbi, * What is the maximum a reward 
would be increased for you' He replied, * A Kifl (portion) which is about three hundred and fifty 
good merits.' Sa * Umar said, * Praise be to Allah who gave us two Kifls.' Then Sa* id mentioned 
Allah's saying: 



(He will give you a double portion of His mercy,) Sa' id said, "And the two Kifls on Friday are 
similar to that." This was recorded by Ibn Jarir. This view has support from the Hadith that 
Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Abdullah bin ' Umar that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The parable of you and the Jews and Christians is that of a person who employed some 
laborers and asked them, "Who will work for me from the Dawn prayer until midday for one 
Qirat (a special weight of gold) each" 3d, the Jews worked. The person asked, "Who will do the 
work for me from the Zuhr prayer to the time of the 'Asr prayer for one Qirat each" 3d, the 
Christians worked. Then the person asked, "Who will do the work for me from ' Asr prayer until 
sunset for two Qirat each" You are those who did this work. The Jews and the Christians got 
angry and said, "We did more work, but got less wages." Allah said, "Have I been unjust to you 
with your reward" They said, "No." So, Allah said, "Then it is My grace which I bestow on 
whomever I will.") Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Musa said 
that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(The parable of the Muslims, Jews and Christians is that of a man who employed laborers to 
work for him from morning until night for a known wage. 3d, they worked until midday and 
said, 'We are not in need of the wages that you promised and our work was in vain.' So, the 
man said, " Do not quit now, complete the rest of the work and yours will be the full wage I 
have fixed for it.' However, they refused and quit, and he had to hire another batch of 
workers. He said (to the second batch), ' Complete the work for the rest of the day and I will 
give you the same wage I promised the first batch.' So, they worked until the time of the ' Asr 
prayer and said, x Whatever we have done is in vain and we forfeit the wages you promised us.' 
He said to them, 'Complete your day's work, for only a small part of the day remains.' 
However, they refused, and he employed another batch to work for the rest of the day, and 
they worked until sunset and received the wages of the two former batches. This is an example 
of them (i.e., the Jews and Christians) and of those who accepted this light (i.e., Islam).) Al- 
Bukhari was alone in recording it. Allah the Exalted said; 



(So that the People of the Scriptures may know that they have no power whatsoever over the 
grace of Allah,) meaning, so that they become sure that they cannot prevent what Allah gives, 
or give what Allah prevents, 



(and that (His) grace is (entirely) in His Hand to bestow it on whomsoever He wills. And Allah is 
the Owner of great bounty.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hadid, all praise is due to 
Allah, and all favors come from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mujadilah 

(Chapter - 58) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you concerning her husband, 
and complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you both. Verily, Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Seer.) 



Reason for revealing this Surah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that * Aishah said, "All praise be to Allah, Who hears all voices. "The 
woman who disputed" came to the Prophet and argued with him while I was in another part of 
the room, unable to hear what she said. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored revealed this 
Ayah, 



(Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you concerning her husband.)" 
till the end of this Ayah. Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith without a chain of narration in the 
Book of Tawhid in his Sahih. An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir also collected this 
Hadith. In the narration that Ibn Abi Hatim collected, 'Aishah said, "Blessed is He, Whose 
hearing has encompassed all things. I heard what Khawlah bint Tha' labah said while some of it 
I could not hear. She was complaining to Allah's Messenger about her husband. She said, '0 
Allah's Messenger! He spent my wealth, exhausted my youth and my womb bore abundantly for 
him. When I be- came old, unable to bear children, he pronounced the Ziharon me! O Allah! I 
complain to you.' Soon after, Jibril brought down this Ayah, 



(Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you concerning her husband,)" 
She added, "Her husband wasAwsbin As-Samit." 



(2. Those among you who make their wives unlawful to them by Zihar they cannot be their 
mothers. None can be their mothers except those who gave them birth. And verily, they utter 
an ill word and a lie. And verily, Allah is Oft -Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.) (3. And those who make 
unlawful to them (their wives) by Zihar and wish to free themselves from what they uttered, 
(the penalty) in that case is the freeing of a slave before they touch each other. That is an 
admonition to you. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) (4. And he who finds not, must fast 
two successive months before they both touch each other. And he who is unable to do so, 
should feed sixty of the poor. That is in order that you may have perfect faith in Allah and His 
Messenger. These are the limits set by Allah. And for disbelievers, there is a painful torment.) 



Az-Zihar and the Atonement for It Imam 

Ahmad recorded that Khuwaylah bint ThaMabah said, "By Allah! Allah sent down the beginning 
of Surat Al-Muj adilah in connection with me and * Aws bin As-Samit. He was my husband and 
had grown old and difficult. One day, he came to me and I argued with him about something 
and he said, out of anger, 'You are like my mother's back to me.' He went out and sat with 
some of his people. Then he came back and wanted to have sexual intercourse with me. I said, 
" No, by the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Khuwaylah! You will not have your way with me 
after you said what you said, until Allah and His Messenger issue judgement about our case.' He 
wanted to have his way regardless of my choice and I pushed him away from me; he was an old 
man.' I next went to one of my neighbors and borrowed a garment from her and went to the 
Messenger of Allah . I told him what happened and kept complaining to him of the ill treatment 
I received from ' Aws. He said, 



« » 

(0 Khuwaylah! Your cousin is an old man, so have Taqwa of Allah regarding him.) By Allah! 
Before I departed, parts of the Qur'an were revealed about me. Allah's Messenger felt the 
hardship upon receiving the revelation as he usually did and then became relieved. He said to 
me, 



» 
« 

(0 Khuwaylah! Allah has revealed something about you and your spouse.) He recited to me, 



(Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you concerning her husband, 
and complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you both. Verily, Allah is All- 
Hearer, All-Seer.), until, 



(And for disbelievers, there is a painful torment.) He then said to me, 



« » 



(Command him to free a slave.) I said, * Allah's Messenger! He does not have any to free.' He 
said, 



« » 

(Let him fast for two consecutive months.) I said, 'By Allah! He is an old man and cannot fast.' 
He said, 

« » 

(Let him feed sixty poor people a Wasq of dates.) I said, x O Allah's Messenger! By Allah, he does 
not have any of that.' He said, 

« » 

(We will help him with a basket of dates.) I said, ' And I, Allah's Messenger! I will help him 
with another.' He said, 



» 



« 



(You have done a righteously good thing. So go and give away the dates on his behalf and take 
care of your cousin.) I did that.'" Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith in the Book of Divorce in 
his Sunan, according to which her name is Khawlah bint ThaMabah. She is also known as 
Khawlah bint Malik bin Tha* labah, and Khuwaylah. All these are close to each other, and Allah 
knows best. This is what is correct about the reason behind revealing this Surah. Therefore, 
Allah's statement, 



(Those among you who make their wives unlawful to them by Zihar) refers to Zihar, which is 
derived from Az-Zahr, meaning, the back. During the time of Jahiliyyah, when one wanted to 
declare Zihar towards his wife, he would say, "To me, you are like the back of my mother." 
That was one way they issued divorce during that time. Allah allowed this Ummah to pay 
expiation for this statement and did not render it as a divorce, contrary to the case during the 
time of Jahiliyyah. Allah said, 



(they cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers except those who gave them birth.) 
meaning, when the husband says to his wife that she is like his mother, or the back of his 
mother etc., she does not become his mother. Rather his mother is she who gave birth to him. 
This is why Allah said, 



(And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie.) meaning, false and sinful speech, 



(And verily, Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft -Forgiving.) meaning, 'what you used to do during the 
time of Jahiliyyah, and what accidentally slips out of your mouth, unintentionally.' Allah's 
statement, 



(And those who make unlawful to them (their wives) by Zihar and wish to free themselves from 
what they uttered,) Ash-ShafT i said, "It means to keep her for a while after the Zihar, without 



divorcing her, even though his is able to do so." Ahmad bin Hanbal said, "To return to having 
sexual relations with her or to merely intend to do so, but only after he pays the expiation 
mentioned in the Ayah for his statement." It has been quoted from Malik that it is the intention 
to have sexual relations or to keep her or actually having sexual intercourse. Sa' id bin Jubayr 
said that this Ayah, 



(and wish to free themselves from what they uttered,) meaning, if they want to return to 
having sexual intercourse which was forbidden between them. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that it is 
to utilize her sexual organ, and he did not see any harm in doing what is less than that before 
paying the expiation. ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas: 



(before they touch each other.) "The 'touching' refers here to sexual intercourse." Similar was 
said by ' Ata', Az-Zuhri, Qatadah and Muqatil bin Hayyan. Az-Zuhri added, "He is not to kiss or 
touch her until he pays the expiation." The Sunan compilers recorded from ' Ikrimah, from Ibn 
'Abbas that a man said, "0 Allah's Messenger! I pronounced Zihar on my wife, but then had 
sexual intercourse with her before I paid the expiation." The Messenger said, 

« » 

(May Allah grant you His mercy, what made you do that) He said, "I saw the adornment she was 
wearing shining in the moon's light." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Then do not touch her until you do what Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has ordered you 
to do.) At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib Sahih." Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i also recorded it. Allah 
said, 



((the penalty) in that case is the freeing of a slave) indicating the necessity of freeing a slave 
before they touch each other. This Ayah mentions any slave, not only believing servants as in 
the case of the expiation for (unintentional) killing, 



(That is an admonition to you.) meaning, a warning to threaten you in thiscase. 



(And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) meaning, He is All-Knower in what brings you benefit. 
Allah's statement, 



(And he who finds not must fast two successive months before they both touch each other. And 
he who is unable to do so, should feed sixty of the poor.) is explained by the Hadiths that 
prescribe these punishments in this order, just as in the Hadith collected in the Two Sahihs 
about the man who had sexual intercourse with his wife during the day, in Ramadan. Allah 
said, 



(That is in order that you may have perfect faith in Allah and His Messenger.) meaning, ' We 
legislated this punishment so that you acquire this t rait ,' 



(These are the limits set by Allah.) meaning, the things that He has forbidden, so do not 
transgress them, 



(And for disbelievers, there is a painful torment.) meaning, those who do not believe and do 
not abide by the rulings of Islamic legislation should never think they will be saved from the 
torment. Rather theirs will be a painful torment in this life and the Hereafter. 



(5. Verily, those who oppose Allah and His Messenger will be disgraced as those before them 
were disgraced. And We have sent down clear Ayat. And for the disbelievers is a disgraceful 
torment.) (6. On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together and inform them of what 
they did. Allah has kept account of it, while they have forgotten it. And Allah is Witness over 
all things.) (7. Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever is on the earth There is no Najwa of three but He is their fourth nor of five but He 
is their sixth nor of less than that or more but He is with them wheresoever they may be. And 
afterwards on the Day of Resurrection He will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah is the 
All-Knower of everything.) 



Explaining the Punishment of the Enemies of the Religion 

Allah statesthat those who defy Him and His Messenger and contradict His commandments, 



(will be disgraced as those before them were disgraced) meaning, they will be humiliated, 
cursed and disgraced, just as what happened to their like were before them, 



(And We have sent down clear Ayat.) meaning, none contradicts or opposes them, except a 
disbeliever, rebellious, sinner, 



(And for the disbelievers is a disgraceful torment) meaning, as just recompense for their 
arrogant refusal to follow, obey and submit to the religion of Allah. Allah the Exalted said, 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together) referring to the Day of Resurrection 
when He will gather the early and the latter generations in one area, 



(and inform them of what they did.) He will tell them all that they did in detail, whether good 
or evil, 



(Allah has kept account of it, while they have forgotten it.) meaning, Allah recorded and kept 
all these actions, even though they have forgotten what they did, 



(And Allah is Witness over all things.) meaning, nothing escapes His knowledge, and no matter 
is hidden from Him or escapes His complete observation. 



Allah's Knowledge encompasses Creation 

Then Allah the Exalted informs of His knowledge encompassing all creation, observing it, 
hearing their speech and seeing them, wherever they may be and in whatever condition they 
may be in, 



(Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the 
earth There is no Najwa of three), i.e., secret consultation of three, 



(but He is their fourth — nor of five but He is their sixth --- nor of less than that or more but 
He is with them wheresoever they may be.) meaning, He is watching them, perfectly hearing 
their speech, whether uttered in public or secret. His angels record all that they say, even 
though He has better knowledge of it and hears them perfectly, as Allah said; 



(Know they not that Allah knows their secret ideas, and their Najwa, and that Allah is the All- 
Knower of the unseen.) (9:78), 



(Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private Najwa And Our messengers 
are by them to record.) (43:80) For this reason, several mentioned that there is a consensus 
among the scholars that this "with" refers to Allah's knowledge. There is no doubt that this 
meaning is true, especially if we add to it the certainty that His hearing encompasses all 
things, as well as His sight. He, the Exalted and Most Honored, is never lacking in knowing all 
their affairs, 



(And afterwards on the Day of Resurrection He will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah 
is the All-Knower of everything.) Imam Ahmad commented, "Allah began the Ayah (58:7) by 
mentioning His knowledge and ended it by mentioning His knowledge." 



(8. Have you not seen those who were forbidden to hold secret counsels, and afterwards 
returned to that which they had been forbidden, and conspired together for sin and wrongdoing 
and disobedience to the Messenger. And when they come to you, they greet you with a greeting 
wherewith Allah greets you not, and say within themselves: "Why should Allah punish us not for 
what we say" Hell will be sufficient for them; they will enter therein. And worst indeed is that 
destination!) (9. you who believe! When you hold secret counsel, do it not for sin and 
wrongdoing, and disobedience to the Messenger, but do it for Al-Birr and Taqwa; and have 
Taqwa of Allah unto Whom you shall be gathered.) (10. Secret counsels are only from Shaytan, 
in order that he may cause grief to the believers. But he cannot harm them in the least, except 
as Allah permits. And in Allah let the believers put their trust.) 



The Evil of the Jews 

Ibn Abi Najih reported from Mujahid, 



(Have you not seen those who were forbidden to hold secret counsels, and afterwards returned 
to that which they had been forbidden,) He said, "The Jews." Similar was said by Muqatil bin 
Hayyan, who added, "The Prophet had a peace treaty with the Jews. When one of the Prophet's 
Companions would pass by a gathering of Jews, they would speak among themselves in secret, 
prompting the believer to think that they were plotting to kill or harm him. When the believer 
saw this, he feared for his safety and changed the route he was taking. The Prophet advised 
them to abandon their evil secret talks, but they did not listen and kept on holding the Najwa. 
Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayah in their case, 



(Have you not seen those who were forbidden to hold secret counsels, and afterwards returned 
to that which they had been forbidden)." Allah's statement, 



(and conspired together for sin and wrongdoing and disobedience to the Messenger.) means, 
they used to talk to each other, 



(for sin) which involves themselves, 



(and wrongdoing) which effects others. They speak about disobedience and defying of the 
Messenger , with persistence and recommending each other to follow their way, 



(And when they come to you, they greet you with a greeting wherewith Allah greets you not,) 
Ibn Abi Hat im recorded that ' Aishah said, "Some Jews came to the Prophet and greeted him by 
saying, ' As- Sam ' Alayka, Abul-Qasim.' So I said to them, 'wa ' Alaykum As- Sam (the same 
death be upon you).' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(0 'Aishah, Allah does not like rudeness and foul speech.) I said, ' Didn't you hear them say, 
" As- Sam Alayka' He said, 

« : » 

(Didn't you hear me answering them back by saying, ' Wa 'Alaykum (And the same upon you)') 
Allah the Exalted then sent down this Ayah, 



(And when they come to you, they greet you with a greeting wherewith Allah greets you not,)" 
The narration collected in the Sahih states that 'Aishah said, "And be upon you the death, 
disgrace and curse." The Messenger of Allah said to her, 

« » 

(Allah accepts our supplication against them, but not theirs against us.) Ibn Jarir recorded that 
Anas bin Malik said, "A Jew passed by Allah's Messenger , who was sitting with his Companions, 
he greeted them and they greeted him back. Allah's Messenger then said to his Companions, 



« » 

(Do you know what he just said) They said, 'He said: As-Salam, Allah's Messenger.' The 
Prophet said, 

« : » 

(Rather he said, Sam 'Alaykum.) meaning, 'may you disgrace your religion.' Allah's Messenger 
then said, 



« » 

(Bring him back,) and when he was brought back, the Prophet asked him, 

« : » 

(Did you say: Sam ' Alaykum) He said, ' Yes.' The Prophet then said, 



» 
« 



(When the people of the Book greet you, say, ' Wa ' Alaykum.')" meaning, ' and the same on you 
too.' The basis for the Hadith of Anas is in the Sahih and similar to this Hadith of ' Aishah is in 
the Sahih. Allah said, 



(and say within themselves: "Why should Allah punish us not for what we say") means, the Jews 
say these words, changing the meaning of the Islamic greeting, into an abusive statement, and 
then say, * Had he been a Prophet, Allah would have punished us for what we said. Allah knows 
what we conceal. Therefore, if Muhammad were a Prophet, Allah would have sent His 
punishment on us sooner, in this life.' Allah the Exalted replied, 



(Hell will be sufficient for them;) ell should be sufficient for them in the Hereafter, 



(they will enter therein. And worst indeed is that destination!) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
x Abdullah bin ' Amr said that the Jews used to say, "Sam ' Alayka," to Allah's Messenger . They 
would say then within themselves, "Why does Allah not punish us for what we say" This Ayah 
was later revealed, 



(And when they come to you, they greet you with a greeting wherewith Allah greets you not, 
and say within themselves: "Why should Allah punish us not for what we say" Hell will be 
sufficient for them; they will enter therein. And worst indeed is that destination!) Its chain of 
narration is Hasan, but they (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) did not collect it. 



Manners of the Najwa, (Secret Counsel) 

Allah the Exalted teaches His believing servants to avoid the ways of the disbelievers and 
hypocrites, 



(0 you who believe! When you hold secret counsel, do it not for sin and wrongdoing, and 
disobedience to the Messenger,) meaning, do not hold evil secret counsels like the ignorant 
disbelieving People of the Scriptures and their allies among the hypocrites, who imitate their 
ways, 



(but do it for Al-Birr and Taqwa; and have Taqwa of Allah unto Whom you shall be gathered.) 
and He will then inform you of all your deeds and statements; He has counted and recorded 
them and will justly hold you accountable for them. Allah the Exalted said, 



(An-Najwa are only from the Shaytan, in order that he may cause grief to the believers. But he 
cannot harm them in the least, except as Allah permits. And in Allah let the believers put their 
trust.) Allah statesthat secret talks, where the believersfeel anxious, are 



(only from Shaytan, in order that he may cause grief to the believers.) meaning, that those 
who hold such counsels do so because of the lures of the devil, 



(in order that he may cause grief to the believers.) The devil seeks to bother the believers, 
even though his plots will not harm the believers, except if Allah wills it. Those who are the 
subject of evil Najwa, should seek refuge in Allah and put his trust in Him, for none of it will 
harm them, Allah willing. The Sunnah also forbids the Najwa so that no Muslim is bothered by 
it. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If you were three, then two of you should not hold a secret counsel in the presence of the 
third person, because that would cause him to be worried.) This Hadith is collected in the Two 
Sahihs using a chain of narration that contained Al-A' mash. ' Abdur-Razzaq narrated that 
" Abdullah bin ' Umar said that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« 



(If you were three, then two of you should not hold a secret counsel in the presence of the 
third person, except with his permission, because that would cause him to be worried.) Muslim 
collected this Hadith. 



(11. you who believe! When you are told to make room in the assemblies, make room. Allah 
will give you room. And when you are told to rise up, then rise up. Allah will exalt in degress 
those of you who believe, and those who have been granted knowledge. And Allah is Well- 
Acquainted with what you do.) 



Manners for Assemblies 

Allah teaches His servants good manners and orders them to be kind to each other when they 
are sitting together, 



(Oyou who believe! When you are told to make room in the assemblies,) 



(make room. Allah will give you room.) Indeed, the reward or recompense depends on the type 
of action. In a Hadith, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Whoever builds a Masjid for Allah, Allah builds for him a house in Paradise.) In another Hadith, 
the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(He who relieves a difficulty for a person living in straitened circumstances, then Allah will 
relieve the difficulties of this life and the Hereafter for him. Surely, Allah helps the servant as 
long as the servant helps his brother.) There are many similar Hadiths. This is why Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(make room. Allah will give you room.) Qatadah said, "This Ayah was revealed about gatherings 
in places where Allah is being remembered. When someone would come to join in assemblies 
with the Messenger , they would hesitate to offer them space so that they would not loose 
their places. Allah the Exalted commanded them to spread out and make room for each other." 
Imam Ahmad and Imam Ash-ShafT i recorded that ' Abdullah bin ' Umar said that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(One of you should not remove someone from his place and sit in it, but instead, spread out 
and make room.) This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(A man should not remove another man from his place and then sit in it. Rather spread out and 
make room and Allah will make room for you.) Imam Ahmad also recorded this Hadith with the 
wording: 



» 



« 



(A man should not leave his place for another man, but rather spread out and make room, and 
Allah will make room for you)." It has been reported that Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and 
others said that: 



(When you are told to make room in the assemblies, make room. Allah will give you room.) 
means to war assemblies, and that, 



(And when you are told to rise up, then rise up.) means, "Get up to fight." Qatadah said 



(And when you are told to rise up, then rise up.) means, "When you are called to any type of 
good, then respond." 



The Virtues of Knowledge and People of Knowledge 

Allah's statement, 



(Allah will exalt in degrees those of you who believe, and those who have been granted 
knowledge. And Allah is Wei I -Acquainted with what you do.) means, do not think that if one of 
you makes room for his brother, or rises up when he is commanded to do so, that this will 
diminish his right or honor. Rather, this will increase his virtue and status with Allah, and Allah 
the Exalted will never make his good deed be lost. To the contrary, He will reward him for it in 
this life and the Hereafter. Surely, he who humbles himself by and before the command of his 
Lord, then Allah will elevate his status and make him known by his good behavior, the 
statement of Allah the Exalted, 



m(Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been granted 
knowledge. And Allah is Wei I --Acquainted with what you do.) meaning, surely, Allah is Aware of 
those who deserve this reward and those who are not worthy of it. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Abu At-Tufayl 'Amir bin Wathilah said that Nafi' bin * Abdul-Harith met * Umar bin Al-Khattab 
in the area of ' Usfan. ' Umar appointed Abu At-Tufayl to be the governor of Makkah. ' Umar 
asked him, "Whom did you appoint as your deputy for the valley people (that is, Makkah)." 
'Amir said, "I appointed Ibn Abza, one of our freed slaves, as my deputy." 'Umar said, "You 
made a freed slave their governor in your absence" He said, "0 Leader of the faithful! He has 
memorized Allah's Book and has knowledge of regulations of inheritance, along with being a 
proficient judge." 'Umar said, "Surely, your Prophet has said, 

» 

« 

(Verily, Allah elevates some people and degrades others, on account of this Book.)" Muslim 
collected this Hadith. 



(12. Oyou who believe! When you (want to) consult the Messenger in private, spend something 
in charity before your private consultation. That will be better and purer for you. But if you 
find not (the means for it), then verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (13. Are you 
afraid of spending in charity before your private consultation (with him) If then you do it not, 
and Allah has forgiven you, then perform Salah and give Zakah and obey Allah and His 
Messenger. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) 



The Order to give Charity before One speaks to the Prophet in 

private 

Allah commanded His believing servants, when any of them wanted to speak with Allah's 
Messenger in secret, to give away charity beforehand so that his charity cleanses and purifies 
him and makes him worthy of having a private counsel with the Prophet . This is why Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(That will be better and purer for you.) then He said, 



(But if you find not.) meaning, if he is unable to do so due to poverty, 



(then verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) He only commanded those who are 
financially able to give thistype of charity. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Are you afraid of spending in charity before your private consultation) meaning, are you afraid 
that the order to give charity before speaking privately to the Prophet remains in effect 
forever 



(If then you do it not, and Allah has forgiven you, then perform Salah and give Zakah and obey 
Allah and His Messenger. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) Therefore, Allah abrogated 
the obligation of giving this charity. It was said that none has implemented this command 
before except its abrogation, Al i bin Abi Talib. " AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas: 



(spend something in charity before your private consultation.) "The Muslims kept asking Allah's 
Messenger questions until it became difficult on him. Allah wanted to lighten the burden from 
His Prophet , upon him be peace. So when He said this, many Muslims were afraid to pay this 
charity and stopped asking. Afterwards, Allah sent down this Ayah, 



(Are you afraid of spending in charity before your private consultation If then you do it not, and 
Allah has forgiven you, then perform Salah and give Zakah) Thus Allah made things easy and 
lenient for them." ' Ikrimah and Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on Allah's statement: 



(spend something in charity before your private consultation.) "This was abrogated by the next 
Ayah: 



(Are you afraid of spending in charity before your private consultation...)." Sa' id bin Abi 
" Arubah reported from Qatadah and Muqatil bin Hayyan, "People kept questioning Allah's 
Messenger until they made things difficult for him. Allah provided a way to stop their behavior 
by this Ayah. One of them would need to speak to Allah's Prophet about a real matter, but 
could not do so until he gave in charity. This became hard on people and Allah sent down relief 
from this requirement afterwards, 



(But if you find not, then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful)." Ma' mar reported from 
Qat adah t hat the Ayah , 



(When you (want to) consult the Messenger in private, spend something in charity before your 
private consultation.) was abrogated after being in effect for only one hour of a day. ' Abdur- 
Razzaq recorded that Mujahid said that Al i said, "No one except me implemented this Ayah, 
until it was abrogated," and he was reported to have said that it remained in effect for merely 
an hour. 



(14. Have you not seen those who take as friends a people upon whom is the wrath of Allah 
They are neither of you nor of them, and they swear to a lie while they know.) (15. Allah has 
prepared for them a severe torment. Evil indeed isthat which they used to do.) (16. They have 
made their oaths a screen. Thus they hinder (others) from the path of Allah, so they shall have 
a humiliating torment.) (17. Their children and their wealth will avail them nothing against 
Allah. They will be the dwellers of the Fire to dwell therein forever.) (18. On the Day when 
Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they swear to you. And 
they think that they have something. Verily, they are liars!) (19. The Shaytan has overpowered 
them. So he has made them forget the remembrance of Allah. They are the party of Shaytan. 
Verily, it isthe party of Shaytan that will be the losers!). 



Chastising the Hypocrites 

Allah chastises the hypocrites for secretly aiding and supporting the disbelievers even though, 
in reality, they were neither with the disbelievers nor with the Muslims. Allah the Exalted said 
in another Ayah, 



((They are) swaying between this and that, belonging neither to these nor to those; and he 
whom Allah sends astray, you will not find for him a way.)(4:143) Allah said here, 



(Have you not seen those who take as friends a people upon whom is the wrath of Allah) 
referring to the Jews with whom the hypocrites were allies in secret. Allah said, 



(They are neither of you nor of them,) meaning, that these hypocrites are neither with the 
believers, nor with their allies t he Jews, 



(and they swear to a lie while they know.) meaning, the hypocrites lie when they vow, knowing 
that they are lying, which is called the vow of Al-Ghamus. We seek refuge with Allah from their 
ways. When the hypocrites met the believers they said that they believed and when they went 
to the Messenger, they swore to him by Allah that they were believers. They knew that they 
were lying in their vow, and they knew that they did not declare their true creed. This is why 
Allah witnessed here that they lie in their vows and know that they are lying, even though their 
statement (about the Prophet being Allah's Prophet) istrue in essence. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Allah has prepared for them a severe torment. Evil indeed is that which they used to do.) 
meaning, Allah has prepared a painful torment for the hypocrites on account of their evil 
deeds, their aid and support of the disbelievers and their deceit and betrayal of the believers. 
The statement of Allah the Exalted, 



(They have made their oaths a screen. Thus they hinder (others) from the path of Allah,) 
meaning, the hypocrites pretended to be believers and concealed disbelief under the shield of 
their false oaths. Many were unaware of their true stance and were thus deceived by their 
oaths. Because of this, some people were hindered from the Path of Allah 



(so they shall have a humiliating torment.) meaning, as recompense for belittling the 
significance of swearing by the Mighty Name of Allah, while lying and concealing betrayal. Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(Their children and their wealth will avail them nothing against Allah.) meaning, none of their 
possessions can avert the affliction when it is sent their way, 



(They will be the dwellers of the Fire to dwell therein forever.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together;) referring to the Day of Resurrection 
when He will gather them all together and leave none of them out, 



(then they will swear to Him as they swear to you. And they think that they have something.) 
meaning, they will swear to Allah the Exalted and Most Honored that they were following the 
guidance and the correct path, just as they used to swear to the believers in this worldly life. 
Verily, those who live following on a certain path will most likely die while on it. Thus, they 
will be resurrected upon their path. The hypocrites will think that their vows will help them 
with Allah, just as they helped with the people, who were obliged to treat them as they 
pretended to be, Muslim. This is why Allah said, 



(And they think that they have something) meaning, on account of swearing to their Lord (that 
they used to be believers). Allah rebukes this idea of theirs; 



(Verily, they are liars!) stressing that they are lying, Allah then said; 



(The Shaytan has overpowered them. So he has made them forget the remembrance of Allah.) 
meaning, Shaytan has taken over their hearts to the point that he made them forget Allah the 
Exalted and Most Honored. This is what the devil does to those whom he controls. Abu Dawud 
recorded that Abu Ad-Darda' said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 

(Any three in a village or desert among whom the Salah is not called for, will have the Shaytan 
control them. Therefore, adhere to the Jama' ah, for the wolf eats from the strayed sheep.) 
Za'idah added that As-Sa'ib said that Jama' ah, refers to, "Praying in congregation." Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(They are the party of Shaytan.) referring to those who are controlled by the devil and, as a 
result, forgot the remembrance of Allah, 



(Verily, it isthe party of Shaytan that will be the losers!) 



(20. Those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, they will be among those most humiliated.) 
(21. Allah has decreed: "Verily, I and My Messengers shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All- 
Powerful, Almighty.) (22. You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, 
making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their 
fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred. For such He has written faith in their 
hearts, and strengthened them with Ruh from Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens 
under which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah is well pleased with them, and they 
are well pleased with Him. They are the party of Allah. Verily, the party of Allah will be the 
successful.) 



The Opponents of Allah and His Messenger are the Losers; 

Allah and His Messenger shall prevail Allah the Exalted asserts that the rebellious and stubborn 
disbelievers who defy Him and His Messenger , those who do not embrace the religion and stay 
away from Truth, are in one area, while the guidance is in another area, 



(They will be among those most humiliated.) they are among the miserable, the cast out, 
banished from goodness; they are the humiliated ones in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said, 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, I and My Messengers shall be the victorious.") meaning, He has 
decreed, written in the First Book, and decided in the decree that He has willed -- which can 
never be resisted, changed or prevented -- that final victory is for Him, His Book, His 
Messengers and the faithful believers, in this life and the Hereafter: 



(Surely, the (good) end is for those who have Taqwa.)(11:49), 



(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe in the life of this 
world and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth, the Day when their excuses will be 
of no profit to the wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs will be the evil 
abode. )(40:51 -52) Allah said here, 



(Allah has decreed: "Verily, I and My Messengers shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All- 
Powerful, Almighty.) meaning, the Almighty, All-Powerful has decreed that He shall prevail 
over His enemies. Indeed, this is the final judgement and a matter ordained; the final triumph 
and victory are for the believers in this life and the Hereafter. 



The Believers do not befriend the Disbelievers 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with 
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or 
their brothers or their kindred.) Meaning, do not befriend the deniers, even if they are among 
the closest relatives. Allah said, 



(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as friends instead of the believers, and whoever 
does that will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from 
them. And Allah warns you against Himself.) (3:28), and, 



(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your kindred, the wealth that you 
have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight 
are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in His cause, 
then wait until Allah brings about His decision (torment). And Allah guides not the people who 
are the rebellious.)(9:24) Sa' id bin 'Abdul-' Aziz and others said that this Ayah, 



(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day...) was revealed in the case 
of Abu 'Ubaydah 'Amir bin 'Abdullah bin Al-Jarrah when he killed his disbelieving father, 
during the battle of Badr. This is why when ' Umar bin Al-Khattab placed the matter of Khilafah 
in the consultation of six men after him, he said; "If Abu ' Ubaydah were alive, I would have 
appointed him the Khalifah." It was also said that the Ayah, 



(even though they were their fathers), was revealed in the case of Abu 'Ubaydah, when he 
killed his father during the battle of Badr, while the Ayah, 



(or their sons) was revealed in the case of Abu Bakr As-9ddiq when he intended to kill his 
(disbelieving) son, ' Abdur-Rahman, (during Badr), while the Ayah, 



(or their brothers) was revealed about the case of Mus' ab bin ' Umayr, who killed his brother, 
x Ubayd bin ' Umayr, during Badr, and that the Ayah, 



(or their kindred) was revealed about the case of * Umar, who killed one of his relatives during 
Badr, and also that this Ayah was revealed in the case of Hamzah, Al i and Ubaydah bin Al- 
Harith. They killed their close relatives 'Utbah, Shaybah and Al-Walid bin " Utbah that day. 
Allah knows best. A similar matter is when Allah's Messenger consulted with his Companions 
about what should be done with the captives of Badr. Abu Bakr As-9ddiq thought that they 
should accept ransom for them so the Muslims could use the money to strengthen themselves. 
He mentioned the fact that the captured were the cousins and the kindred, and that they 
might embrace Islam later on, by Allah's help. 'Umar said, "But I have a different opinion, O 
Allah's Messenger! Let me kill so-and-so, my relative, and let 'AM kill Aqi I (" Ali's brother), and 
so-and-so kill so-and-so. Let us make it known to Allah that we have no mercy in our hearts for 
the idolators." Allah said, 



(For such He has written faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with Ruh from Himself.) 
means, those who have the quality of not befriending those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger , even if they are their fathers or brothers, are those whom Allah has decreed faith, 
meaning, happiness, in their hearts and made faith dear to their hearts and happiness reside 
therein. As-Suddi said that the Ayah, 



(He has written faith in their hearts,) means, "He has placed faith in their hearts." Ibn 'Abbas 
said that, 



(and strengthened them with Ruh from Himself.) means, "He gave them strengths." Allah's 
statement, 



(And He will admit them to Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein. Allah is well 
pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him.) was explained several times before. 
Allah's statement, 



(Allah is well pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him.) contains a beautiful 
secret. When the believers became enraged against their relatives and kindred in Allah's cause, 
He compensated them by being pleased with them and making them pleased with Him from 
what He has granted them of eternal delight, ultimate victory and encompassing favor. Allah's 
statement, 



(They are the party of Allah. Verily, the party of Allah will be the successful.) indicates that 
they are the party of Allah, meaning, His servants who are worthy of earning His honor. Allah's 
statement, 



(Verily, the party of Allah will be the successful.) asserts their success, happiness and triumph 
in this life and the Hereafter, in contrast to those, who are the party of the devil, 



(Verily, the party of Shaytan will be the losers!) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Mujadilah. All praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Hashr 

(Chapter - 59) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

Ibn 'Abbas used to call this chapter, 'Surah Bani An-Nadir.' Sa' id bin Mansur recorded that 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "I asked Ibn 'Abbas about Surat Al-Hashr and he said, ' It was revealed 
about Bani An-Nadir.'" Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded it using another chain of narration from 
Ibn 'Abbas. Al-Bukhari also recorded it from Abu 'Awanah, from Abu Bishr from Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, who said, "I asked Ibn ' Abbas, ' Surat Al-Hashr' He said, ' Surah Bani An-Nadir.'" 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah. And He is the 
Almighty, the All-Wise.) (2. He it is Who drove out the disbelievers among the People of the 
Scripture from their homes at the first gathering. You did not think that they would get out. 
And they thought that their fortresses would defend them from Allah! But Allah reached them 
from a place whereof they expected it not, and He cast terror into their hearts so that they 
demolished their own dwellings with their own hands and the hands of the believers. Then take 
admonition, you with eyes.) (3. And had it not been that Allah had decreed exile for them, 
He would certainly have punished them in this world; and in the Hereafter theirs shall be the 
torment of the Fire.) (4. That is because they opposed Allah and His Messenger. And whosoever 
opposes Allah, then verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.) (5. What you cut down of the Linah, 
or you left them standing on their stems, it was by leave of Allah, and in order that He might 
disgrace the rebellious.) 



Everything glorifies Allah in its own Way 



Allah states that everything that exists in the heavens and on the earth praises, glorifies, 
reveres and praysto Him and affirms His Oneness. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him and there is not a thing 
but glorifies His praise. But you understand not their glorification. )(17:44) Allah's statement, 



(And He isthe Almighty) meaning of invincible majesty, 



(the All -Wise.) in what He decrees and legislates. 

The End that Bani An- Nadir suffered 

Allah said, 



(He it is Who drove out the disbelievers among the People of the Scripture) referring to the 
Jewish tribe of Bani An-Nadir, according to Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Az-Zuhri and several others. 
When the Messenger of Allah migrated to Al-Madinah, he made a peace treaty with the Jews 
stipulating that he would not fight them and they would not fight him. They soon betrayed the 
treaty that they made with Allah's Messenger . Therefore, Allah sent His torment down on 
them; it can never be averted, and His appointed destiny touched them; it can never be 
resisted. The Prophet forced them to evacuate and abandon their fortified forts that Muslims 
did not think they would ever control. The Jews thought that their fortifications will save them 
from Allah's torment, but they did not help them against Allah in the least. Then, that which 
they did not expect came to them from Allah, and Allah's Messenger forced them to leave Al- 
Madinah. Some of them went to AdhrT at in the area of Ash-Sham, which is the area of the 
grand Gathering and Resurrection, while others went to Khaybar. The Prophet allowed them to 
evacuate their forts and take whatever their camels could carry. They destroyed the property 
that they could not carry. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(they demolished their own dwellings with their own hands and the hands of the believers Then 
take admonition, you with eyes.) meaning, "Contemplate the end of those who defied Allah's 
command, contradicted His Messenger and denied His Book. See how Allah's humiliating 
torment struck them in this life, as well as, the painful torment that Allah has reserved for 
them in the Hereafter." Abu Dawud recorded that ' Abdur-Rahman bin Ka' b bin Malik said that 
one of the Prophet's Companions said, "The Quraysh idolators wrote to ' Abdullah bin Ubayy and 
those who were still worshipping idols among the tribes of Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj. The 
Messenger of Allah was in Al-Madinah at the time, before the battle of Badr occurred. They 
wrote: 'You have given refuge to our citizen. We swear by Allah, you should fight him, or we 
will expel you or gather all our forces, until we kill your soldiers and take your women captive.' 
When the news of this threat reached 'Abdullah bin Ubayy and the idolators of Al-Aws and Al- 
Khazraj, they prepared to fight the Prophet . The news of this reached the Prophet and he 
went to them saying, 

» 



« 

(The threat of the Quraysh has caused you extreme anxiety! The Quraysh cannot cause you 
more harm than what you will cause yourselves by your actions. Do you want to fight your 
children and brethren) When they heard these words from the Prophet , they dis- persed and 
the news of what happened reached the Quraysh idolators. After the battle of Badr, the 
Quraysh idolators wrote to the Jews of Al-Madinah, " You have armor and forts! You should fight 
our citizen or we will do such and such to you, and nothing will prevent us from acquiring your 
women. 'The news of this letter also reached the Prophet and Bani An-Nadir intended to betray 
their treaty. Bani An-Nadir sent a message to the Prophet asking him to come with thirty of his 
Companions to meet thirty of their rabbis half way, from either side. They said that the rabbis 
would listen to the Prophet and if they believe in him, the rest of Bani An-Nadir would believe. 
They intended to kill the Messenger , and Allah informed His Messenger of this plot before they 
could harm him. The next day, the Prophet gathered his forces and laid siege to their area, 
saying to them, 



» 



« 



(By Allah ! You will not be safe until and unless you renew your peace treaty with me.) They 
refused to do so, and the Prophet fought them the rest of that day. The next morning, the 
Prophet laid siege to the tribe of Bani Qurayzah and left Bani An-Nadir alone that day. The 
Prophet ordered Bani Qurayzah to sign a new treaty of peace, and they accepted. The Prophet 



left Bani Qurayzah and went back to Bani An-Nadir with his forces and fought them until they 
agreed to surrender in return for safe passage out of Al- Mad in ah. Bani An-Nadir evacuated Al- 
Madinah and took with them all whatever their camels could carry from their furniture, 
including even the wood and the doors to their houses. The date trees of Bani An-Nadir were 
granted to the Messenger by Allah when He said, 



(And what Allah gave as booty to His Messenger from them -- for this you made no expedition 
with either cavalry or camelry) that is, what you earned without a fight. The Prophet divided 
most of their trees between the emigrants and gave to only two men who were poor from Al- 
Ansar. He did not give the Ansar any of it, except for these two men. The Prophet kept a part 
of the war booty for himself and that part of charity of the Prophet was transferred to the 
administration of his daughter's children, i.e., children of Fat imah." However, let us summarize 
the battle of Bani An-Nadir here. From Allah alone we seek help. 



The Reason behind the Battle of Bani An-Nadir 

After the seventy Companions whom the Prophet sent to teach the Qur'an were killed at the 
area of Bi'r Ma* unah, excluding 'Amr bin Umayyah Ad-Damri, who killed two men from the 
tribe of Bani ' Amir on his way back to Al-Madinah. He did not know that these two men had a 
promise of safe passage from Allah's Messenger . When he went back to Al-Madinah, he told the 
Prophet what happened and the Prophet said, 

« » 

(You have killed two men, I shall pay the blood money for them.) Bani An-Nadir and Bani 'Amir 
were allies and had treaties. The Prophet asked Bani An-Nadir to help pay the blood money for 
the two dead men. The area of Bani An-Nadir was in a suburb of Al-Madinah, a few miles to the 
east. In his book of Srah, Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said; "Then the Messenger of Allah 
went to Bani An-Nadir to ask them for financial help to pay the blood money of the two men 
from Bani ' Amir, who were killed by ' Amr bin Umayyah Ad-Damri. They had a promise of safe 
passage from the Prophet according to the (subnarrator) Yazid bin Ruman. Bani An-Nadir and 
Bani 'Amir had a treaty and were allies. When Allah's Messenger went to Bani An-Nadir asking 
them for help to pay the blood money for the two men, they said, ' Yes, Abu Al-Qasim! We 
will help you, since you asked us for help.' Yet, when they met each other in secret, they said, 
'You will not find a better chance with this man than this,' while the Messenger of Allah was 
sitting next to a wall of one of their houses. They said, ' Who will ascend this wall and drop a 
stone on this man and rid us of his trouble' ' Amr bin Jihash bin Ka' b volunteered and ascended 
the wall of the house to drop a stone on the Messenger . The Messenger of Allah was sitting 
with several of his Companions, such as Abu Bakr, ' Umar and * Ali. The news of this plot was 
conveyed to the Prophet from heaven, and he stood up and went back to Al-Madinah. When the 
Companions thought that the Messenger was absent for a long time, they went to see where he 
was and saw a man coming from Al-Madinah. They asked him, and he said that he saw the 
Prophet enter Al-Madinah. The Messenger's Companions went to him, and he told them the 
news of the betraying plot that the Jews planned against him. He ordered them to prepare for 
war and to march forth to Bani An-Nadir. The Prophet gathered his forces and marched to the 



area of Bani An-Nadir, who had taken refuge in their fortified forts. The Messenger ordered 
their date trees be cut down and burned. The Jews heralded at the Prophet, ' O Muhammad! 
You used to forbid mischief in the earth and blame those who did it. Why is it that you had the 
date trees cut down and burned' Meanwhile, " Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, WadT ah, Malik bin 
Abi Qawqal, Suwayd, Da' is and several other men who all belonged to the tribe of Al-Khazraj 
bin Bani ' Awf, sent a message to Bani An-Nadir saying, ' Be firm and strong. We will never 
abandon you. If you are fought against, we will fight along with you and if you are forced to 
leave Al-Madinah, we will accompany you.' The Jews waited for this claim of support, but the 
hypocrites did not deliver. Allah cast terror in the hearts of the Jews. They asked the 
Messenger to allow them safe passage out of Al-Madinah and to spare their lives. In return, 
they would only take what their camels could carry, except for weapons. The Prophet agreed. 
The Jews collected all the wealth their camels could transport. One of the Jews would 
demolish his own house around its door, so that he could carry the door on the back of his 
camel. Bani An-Nadir moved to Khaybar, and some of them went to Ash-Sham. They left all 
that remained behind for the Messenger of Allah , who had control over how it was to be 
divided. The Prophet divided it between the emigrants and none of Al-Ansar got a share, 
except for Sahl bin Hunayf and Abu Dujanah Smak bin Kharashah. They said that they were 
poor and the Messenger of Allah gave them their share. Only two men from Bani An-Nadir 
embraced Islam, Yamin bin Umayr bin Ka' b bin ' Amr bin Jihash and Abu Sa d bin Wahb and 
they saved their wealth due to their acceptance of Islam." Ibn Ishaq continued, "Some of the 
offspring of Yamin narrated to me that the Messenger of Allah said to Yamin, 



» 



« 



(Have you not heard what your cousin plotted to do against me) Yamin bin 'Umayr promised 
someone a reward if he killed his cousin ' Amr bin Jihash, and someone killed him, according to 
their claim" Ibn Ishaq then said, "All of Surat Al-Hashr was revealed about Bani An-Nadir. " A 
similar story was recorded by Yunus bin Bukayr from Ibn Ishaq. Allah's statement, 



(He it is Who drove out the disbelievers among the People of the Scripture) refers to Bani An- 
Nadir, 



(from their homes at the first gathering.) Allah said, 



(You did not think that they would get out.) i.e., within the few days you laid siege against 
them. The Companions had surrounded their forts for only six days, and their forts were 
fortified and formidable. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(And they thought that their fortresses would defend them from Allah! But Allah reached them 
from a place where they expected it not.) meaning, there came to them from Allah what they 
did not expect or anticipate. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Those before them indeed plotted, but Allah struck at the foundation of their building, and 
then the roof fell down upon them, from above them, and the torment overtook them from 
directionsthey did not perceive. )(16:26) Allah said, 



(and He cast terror into their hearts) means, Allah cast fear, terror and fright in their hearts, 
and why would that not happen to them He who was given victory, by Allah frightening his 
enemies the distance of a month, laid siege to them. May Allah's peace and blessings be on the 
Prophet. As in Ibn Ishaq's explanation -- which preceded; 



(that they demolished their own dwellings with their own hands and the hands of the 
believers.) the Jews brought down what they wanted to transport from their roofs and doors, 
so that they could carry them on camels. Similar was said by ' Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, ' Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and several others. Allah's statement, 



(And had it not been that Allah had decreed exile for them, He would certainly have punished 
them in this world;) meaning, if it was not for the fact that Allah had already decreed that 
they would evacuate Al-Madinah, leaving behind their homes and wealth, He would have sent 
another type of punishment upon them, such as being killed and captured. This was said by Az- 
Zuhri. * Urwah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said that Allah decreed that the Jews would be punished 
in the life of this world and face the torment of the fire of Hell He prepared for them in the 
Hereafter. Allah said, 



(and in the Hereafter theirs shall be the torment of the Fire.) meaning, it is a matter ordained 
that they will surely face, 



(That is because they opposed Allah and His Messenger.) means, Allah prepared this specific 
punishment and sent His Messenger and his Companions against them, because they defied 
Allah and His Messenger and denied the good news that Allah sent forth in the Books of 
previous Messengers regarding the coming of Muhammad . The Jews knew these facts about 
Muhammad just as they knew their own children. Allah said, 



(And whosoever opposes Allah, then verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.) 



The Prophet Cut down the Date Trees of the Jews by the Leave of 

Allah 

Allah said, 



(What you cut down of the Linah, or you left them standing on their stems, it was by leave of 
Allah, and in order that He might disgrace the rebellious.) Linah is an especially good type of 
date tree. Abu " Ubaydah said that Linah is a different kind of dates than " Ajwah and Barni. 
Several others said that Linah refers to every type of date fruits, except for the 'Ajwah (ripen 
dates), while Ibn Jarir said that it refers to all kinds of date trees. Ibn Jarir quoted Mujahid 
saying that it also includes the Buwayrah type. When the Messenger of Allah laid siege to Bani 
An-Nadir, to humiliate them and bring fear and terror to their hearts, he ordered their date 
trees to be cut down. Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Yazid bin Ruman, Qatadah and 
Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "Bani An-Nadir sent a message to the Messenger , saying that he used 
to outlaw mischief in the earth, so why did he order that their trees be cut down Allah sent 
down this honorable Ayah stating that whatever Linah was felled or left intact by the Muslims, 
has been done by His permission, will, leave and pleasure to humiliate and disgrace the enemy 
and degrade them." Mujahid said, "Some of the emigrants discouraged others from chopping 
down the date trees of Jews, saying that they were war spoils for Muslims. The Qur'an 
approved of the actions of those who discouraged and those who approved of cutting these 
trees, stating that those who cut them or did not, did so only by Allah's leave." There is also a 
Hadith narrated from the Prophet with this meaning. An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said 
about Allah's statement, 



(What you cut down of the Uriah, or you left them standing on their stems, it was by leave of 
Allah, and in order that He might disgrace the rebellious.) "They forced them to come down 
from their forts and were ordered to cut their trees cut down. So the Muslims hesitated, and 
some of them said, * We cut down some and left some. We must ask Allah's Messenger if we will 
earn a reward for what we cut and if we will be burdened for what we left intact.' Allah sent 
down this Ayah, t 



(What you cut down of the Linah, or you left them standing on their stems, it was by leave of 
Allah)." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Umar said that the Messenger of Allah ordered that 
the date trees of Bani An-Nadir be cut down and burned. The Two Sahihs collected a similar 
narration. Al-Bukhari recorded that " Abdullah bin * Umar said, "Bani An-Nadir and Bani Qurayzah 
fought (against the Prophet ), and the Prophet exiled Bani An-Nadir and allowed Bani Qurayzah 
to remain in their area until later, when the Prophet fought against Qurayzah. Their men were 
executed and their women, children and wealth were confiscated and divided among Muslims. 
Some of them, however, were saved because they returned to the Prophet's side, who granted 
them asylum, and they embraced Islam. All of the Jews of Al-Madinah, Bani Qaynuqa' , the 
tribe of ' Abdullah bin Salam, Bani Harithah and the rest of the Jewish tribes in Al-Madinah 
were exiled." The Two Sahihs also recorded from Ibn ' Umar that the Messenger of Allah burned 
down the date trees of Bani An-Nadir and had them cut down the date palms of Al-Buwayrah. 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored revealed this Ayah, 



(What you cut down of the Linah, or you left them standing on their stems, it was by leave of 
Allah, and in order that He might disgrace the rebellious.)" Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that 
the battle of Bani An-Nadir occurred after the battles of Uhud and Bi'r Ma' unah. 



(6. And what Allah gave as booty (Fai') to His Messenger from them -- for this you made no 
expedition with either cavalry or camelry. But Allah gives power to His Messengers over 
whomsoever He wills. And Allah is Able to do all things.) (7. What Allah gave as booty (Fai 1 ) to 
His Messenger from the people of the townships -- it is for Allah, His Messenger, the kindred, 
the orphans, the poor, and the wayfarer, in order that it may not become a fortune used by 
the rich among you. And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatsoever he 
forbids you, abstain (from it). And have Taqwa of Allah, verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.) 



The Fai' and how it is spent 

Allah the Exalted explains the regulations for Fai', the booty that the Muslims acquire from the 
disbelievers, without fighting them or using cavalry and camelry in war against them. For 
instance, the booty collected from Bani An-Nadir was not acquired because of fighting them 
using horses and camels. The Muslims did not fight Bani An-Nadir in battle, but Allah forced 
them out of their forts on account of the fear that He placed in their hearts for Allah's 
Messenger . Therefore, it was Fai' that Allah awarded His Messenger, with his discretion to 
spend it however he sees fit. Indeed, the Prophet spent the Fai' on righteous causes and for the 
benefit of Muslims in the areasthat Allah mentioned in this Ayat, 



(And what Allah gave as booty (Fai') to His Messenger from them) meaning, from Bani An-Nadir, 



(for this you made no expedition with either cavalry or camelry.) refering to using camels, 



(But Allah gives power to His Messengers over whomsoever He wills. And Allah is Able to do all 
things.) mean, Allah is powerful and cannot be resisted or opposed; He is the Compeller over 
all things. Allah the Exalted said, 



(What Allah gave as booty (Fai 1 ) to His Messenger from the people of the townships) meaning, 
from all the villages and areas that are conquered in this manner; the booty collected from 
them falls under the same ruling as the booty acquired from Bani An-Nadir. This is why Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(it is for Allah, His Messenger, the kindred, the orphans, the poor, and the wayfarer,) until its 
end and the following Ayah, mentioning the ways the Fai' should be spent. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that ' Umar said, "The wealth of Bani An-Nadir was of the Fai' type that Allah awarded 
His Messenger and for which the Muslims did not have to use cavalry or camelry. Therefore, it 
was for the Messenger of Allah , and he used it for the needs of his family for a year at a time, 
and the rest was used to buy armors and weapons used in the cause of Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored." Ahmad collected the short form of this story. The Group, with the exception of 
Ibn Majah, collected this Hadith. Abu Dawud recorded that Malik bin ' Aws said, "While I was at 
home, the sun rose high and it got hot. Suddenly the messenger of ' Umar bin Al-Khattab came 
to me and I went along with him and entered the place where ' Umar was sitting on a bedstead 
made of date-palm leaves and without a mattress. He said when I went in, ' Malik! Some of 
your people's families came to me due to their famine, and I have ordered that relief aid 
should be given to them, so take it and distribute it among them.' I said, 'I wish that you 
ordered someone else to do it.' He said, 'Take it.' Then Yarfa (the servant of 'Umar) came 
saying, '0 Commander of the faithful! May I admit 'Uthman bin 'Affan, ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
' Awf , Az-Zubayr bin AI-' Awwam and Sa' d bin Abi Waqqas' ' Umar said, ' Yes,' and they came in. 
After a while Yarfa came again and said, ' O Commander of the faithful! May I admit AI-' Abbas 
and 'AM' 'Umar said, 'Yes.' So, they were admitted and AI-' Abbas said, '0 Chief of the 
believers! Judge between me and this one (i.e., 'Ali).' The group (being 'Uthman and his 
companions) said, '0 Chief of the believers! Judge between them and relieve both of them 
from each other.' I (Malik bin Aws) thought that they asked the four men to come in before 
them for this purpose. 'Umar said, 'Be patient!' He then asked the group ('Uthman and his 
companions), ' I ask you by Allah by Whose permission the heaven and the earth exist, do you 
know that Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(Our (the Prophet's) property will not be inherited. Whatever we leave, is charity)' The group 
said, ' He said so.' ' Umar then turned to 'AM and AI-' Abbas and said, ' I beseech you by Allah 
by Whose permission the heaven and the earth exist, do you know both that Allah's Messenger 
said, 



« » 

(Our (the Prophets') property will not be inherited. Whatever we leave, is charity)' They 
replied, " He said so.' ' Umar then said, ' Allah bestowed on His Messenger a special favor unlike 
what he gave all other people. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And what Allah gave as booty (Fai') to His Messenger from them -- for this you made no 
expedition with either cavalry or camelry. But Allah gives power to His Messengers over 
whomsoever He wills. And Allah is Able to do all things.) Therefore, this property, the booty 
collected from Bani An-Nadir, was especially given to Allah's Messenger . However, by Allah, 
neither did he take possession of it and leave you, nor did he favor himself with it to your 
exclusion. Allah's Messenger took the yearly expenses from it for himself and his family and left 
the rest in the Muslim Treasury.' He then asked the group, 'I ask you by Allah with Whose 
permission the heavens and earth exist, do you know this' They replied, * Yes.' ' Umar then said 
to x AN and Al-' Abbas, ' I ask you by Allah, with Whose permission that heavens and earth exist, 
do you know this' They said, ' Yes.' ' Umar added, " When Allah took His Prophet unto Him, Abu 
Bakr said: I am the successor of Allah's Messenger ! Then you both came to Abu Bakr asking for 
your (Al-' Abbas') share of inheritance from your nephew, and he ('AM) asked for his wife's 
share from her father's inheritance. Abu Bakr said: Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(Our (the Prophets') property will not be inherited. Whatever we leave, is charity.)" Allah 
knows that Abu Bakr was true, pious, rightly guided and a follower of what was right. 3d, Abu 
Bakr assumed the responsibility of that property. When Abu Bakr died, I said: I am the 
successor of Allah's Messenger and the successor of Abu Bakr. 3d I managed it as long as Allah 
allowed me to manage it. Then you both (" Ali and AI-' Abbas) came to talk to me, bearing the 
same claim and presenting the same case, asking for that property. I said to you: I am ready to 
hand over this property to you if you wish. I will do so on the condition that you will take a 
pledge before Allah's that you will manage it in the same way as Allah's Messenger used to. So, 
both of you agreed and on that condition I handed it over to you. Now you come to me to 
render a different judgement over the property than the one I made before. By Allah, I will 
never give any decision other than what I have already given, until the Last Hour begins. If you 
are unable to manage it, then return it to me, and I will do the job on your behalf.," They 
recorded this from the Hadith of Az-Zuhri. Allah said, 



(in order that it may not become a fortune used by the rich among you.) means, ' We made the 
expenditures for the Fai' like this, so that the wealth does not remain among the wealthy, who 
would spend it asthey wish and desire and give none of it to the poor.' 



Ordering Obedience of the Messenger in All Commands and 

Prohibitions 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain 
(from it).) meaning, 'whatever the Messenger commands you, then do it and whatever he 
forbids you, then avoid it. Surely, He only commands righteousness and forbids evil.' Imam 
Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "Allah curses women who practice tattooing 
and those who get themselves tattooed, and the women who remove the hair from their 
eyebrows and faces and those who make artificial spaces between their teeth in order to look 
more beautiful, whereby changing Allah's creation." Misstatement reached a woman from Bani 
Asad called, Umm Ya' qub, who came to 'Abdullah and said, "I have come to know that you 
have cursed such and such" He replied, "Why should I not curse those whom Allah's Messenger 
has cursed and who are cursed in Allah's Book!" Umm Ya' qub said, "I have read the whole 
Qur'an, but did not find in it what you say." He said, "Verily, if you have read the Qur'an, you 
have found it. Didn't you read, 



(And whatsoever the Messenger gives you take it and whatsoever he forbids you, you abstain 
(from it).)" She replied, "Yes, I did." He said, "Verily, Allah's Messenger forbade such things. " 
"She said, "But I think that your wife does these things" He said, "Go and look at her." She went 
and watched her, but could not see anything in support of her claim. She went back to 
' Abdullah bin Mas' ud and said that she did not notice anything on his wife. On that he said, "If 
my wife was as you thought, I would not keep her with me." The Two Sahihs recorded this from 
the Hadith of Sufyan Ath-Thawri. As well as a Hadith of Abu Hurayrah, who said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(When I order you to do something, then do as much as you can of it. If I forbid something for 
you, then shun it.) Allah's statement, 



(Have Taqwa of Allah; verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.) means, fear Allah by obeying His 
orders and refraining from His prohibitions. Surely, Allah is severe in punishment for those who 
defy Him and reject and disobey His commands as well as, those who commit what He forbids 
and prohibits. 



(8. (And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor emigrants, who were expelled from 
their homes and their property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His) good pleasure, and 
helping Allah and His Messenger. Such are indeed the truthful.) (9. And (it is also for) those 
who, before them, had homes and had adopted the faith, love those who emigrate to them, 
and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they have been given, and give them 
preference over themselves even though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved 
from his own greed, such are they who will be the successful.) e(10. And those who came after 
them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in faith, and put not in 
our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of 
kindness, Most Merciful.) 



Those Who deserve the Fai'; and the Virtues of the Muhajirin and 

Al-Ansar 

Allah statesthe categories of needy people who also deserve a part of the Fai', 



(who were expelled from their homes and their property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His) 
good pleasure,) meaning, departed their homes and defied their people, seeking the 
acceptance of Allah and His favor, 



(and helping Allah and His Messenger. Such are indeed the truthful.) meaning, 't hey are those 
who were truthful in statement and deed, and they are the chiefs of the Muhajirin.' Allah the 
Exalted praised the Ansar next and emphasized their virtue, status and honor, preferring to 
give to others over themselves, even though they were in need, and not feeling enviousness. 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(And (it is also for) those who, before them, had homes and had adopted the faith,) referring 
to those who resided in the city to which the migration occurred, before the emigrants arrived 
at it, and who embraced the faith before many of the emigrants. ' Umar said, "I recommend 
the Khalifah, who will come after me, to know the rights and virtues of the foremost Muhajirin 
and to preserve their honor. I also recommend him to be kind to the Ansar, those who resided 
in the city of Hijrah and embraced the faith beforehand, that he accepts the good that comes 
from those who do good among them and forgives those among them who commit errors." Al- 
Bukhari collected this Hadith. Allah said, 



(love those who emigrate to them,) indicates that they, on account of their generosity and 
honorable conduct, loved those who emigrated to them and comforted them with their wealth. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, "The Muhajirin said, * Allah's Messenger! We have never 
met people like those whom we emigrated to; comforting us in times of scarcity and giving us 
with a good heart in times of abundance. They have sufficed for us and shared their wealth 
with us so much so, that we feared that they might earn the whole reward instead of us.' He 
said, 

« » 



(No they won't, as long you thanked them for what they did and invoked Allah for them.)" I 
have not seen this version in the other books. Al-Bukhari recorded that Yahya bin Sa' id heard 
Anas bin Malik, when he went with him to Al-Walid, saying, "The Prophet called Ansar to divide 
Al-Bahrayn among them. The Ansar said, x Not until you give a similar portion to our emigrant 
brothers.' He said, 



» 



« 



(Perhaps, no; but you will soon see people giving preference to others, so remain patient until 
you meet me (on the Day of Resurrection).)" Al-Bukhari was alone with this version. He also 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Ansar said (to the Prophet ), ' Distribute our date-palms 
between us and our emigrant brothers.' He replied, 'No.' The Ansar said (to the emigrants), 
x Look tend to the trees and share the fruits with us.' The emigrants said, ' We hear and obey.'" 
Al-Bukhari, but not Muslim, recorded it. 



The Ansar never envied the Muhajirin 

Allah said, 



(and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they have been given,) meaning, the Ansar 
did not have any envy for the Muhajirin because of the better status, rank, or more exalted 
grade that Allah gave the Muhajirin above them. Allah's statement, 



(that which they have been given,) refers to what the Muhajirin were favored with, according 
to Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. 



Selflessness of the Ansar 

Allah said, 



(and give them preference over themselves even though they were in need of that.) meaning, 
they preferred giving to the needy rather than attending to their own needs, and began by 
giving the people before their own selves, even though they too were in need. An authentic 
Hadith stated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 

(The best charity is that given when one is in need and struggling.) This exalted rank is better 
than the rank of those whom Allah described in Misstatements, 



(And they give food, inspite of their love for it.) (76: 8), and, 



(And gives his wealth, in spite of love for it.)(2:177) The latter give charity even though they 
love the wealth they give, not that they really need it, nor that it is necessary for them to keep 
it. The former prefer others to themselves even though they are in need and have a necessity 
for what they spend in charity. Abu Bakr As-9ddiq gave away all his wealth in charity and 
Allah's Messenger asked him, 

« » 

(What did you keep for your family,) and he said, "I kept for them Allah and His Messenger." 
" Ikrimah (bin Abi Jahl) and two other wounded fighters were offered water when they were 
injured during the battle of Al-Yarmuk, and each one of them said that the sip of water should 
be given to another of the three wounded men. They did so even though they were badly 
injured and craving water. When the water reached the third man, he and the other two died 
and none of them drank any of the water! May Allah be pleased with them and make them 
pleased with Him. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "A man came to the Prophet 
and said, ' O Allah's Messenger! Poverty has stuck me.' The Prophet sent a messenger to his 
wives (to bring something for that man to eat) but they said that they had nothing. Then Allah's 
Messenger said, 

« » 

(Who will invite this person or entertain him as a guest tonight; may Allah grant His mercy to 
him who does so) An Ansari man said, ' I, Allah's Messenger!' 3d he took him to his wife and 
said to her, * Entertain the guest of Allah's Messenger generously.' She said, * By Allah ! We have 
nothing except the meal for my children.' He said, ' Let your children sleep if they ask for 
supper. Then turn off the lamp and we go to bed tonight while hungry.' She did what he asked 
her to do. In the morning the Ansari went to Allah's Messenger who said, 



» 



« 



(Allah wondered (favorably) or laughed at the action of so-and-so and his wife.) Then Allah 
revealed, 



(and they give them preference over themselves even though they were in need of that). " Al- 
Bukhari recorded this Hadith in another part of his Sahih. Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i 
collected this Hadith. In another narration for this Hadith, the Companion's name was 
mentioined, it was Abu Talhah Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him. Allah said, 



(And whosoever is saved from his own greed, such are they who will be the successful.) 
indicating that those who are saved from being stingy, then they have earned success and a 
good achievement. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin 'Abdullah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Be on your guard against committing oppression, for oppression is a darkness on the Day of 
Resurrection. Be on your guard against being stingy, for being stingy is what destroyed those 
who were before you. It made them shed blood and make lawful what was unlawful for them.) 
Muslim collected this Hadith. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Al-Aswad bin Hilal said that a man 
said to 'Abdullah (bin Mas' ud),"0 Abu ' Abdur-Rahman! I fear that I have earned destruction for 
myself." 'Abdullah asked him what the matter was and he said, "I hear Allah's saying, 



(And whosoever is saved from his own greed, such are they who will be the successful.) and I 
am somewhat a miser who barely gives away anything." 'Abdullah said, "That is not the greed 
Allah mentioned in the Qur'an, which pertains to illegally consuming your brother's wealth. 
What you have is miserliness, and it is an evil thing indeed to be a miser." Allah said, 



(And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our 
Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.) This is the third type of believers whose 
poor most deserve to receive a part of the Fai'. These three types are the Muhajirin, the Ansar 
and those who followed their righteous lead with excellence. Allah said in another Ayah, 



(And of the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirin and the Ansar and also those who 
followed them exactly, Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with 
Him.)(9:100) The third type are those who followed the Muhajirin and Ansar in their good 
works, beautiful attributes and who invoke Allah for them in public and secret. This is why 
Allah the Exalted said in this honorable Ayah, 



(And those who came after them say), meaning, the statement that they utter is, 



(Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts 
any hatred), meaning, rage or envy, 



(against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful.) 
Indeed, it is a beautiful way that Imam Malik used this honorable Ayah to declare that the 
Rafidah who curse the Companions do not have a share in the Fai' money, because they do not 
have the good quality of those whom Allah has described here that they say, 



(Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts 
any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most 
Merciful.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ' A'ishah said, "They were commanded to invoke Allah to 
forgive them, but instead, they cursed them!" She then recited this Ayah, 



(And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed.") 



(11. Have you not observed the hypocrites who say to their disbelieving brethren among the 
People of the Scripture, "If you are expelled, we indeed will go out with you, and we shall 
never obey anyone against you; and if you are attacked, we shall indeed help you." But Allah is 
Witness that they verily are liars.) (12. Surely, if they (the Jews) are expelled, never will they 
(hypocrites) go out with them; and if they are attacked, they will never help them. And (even) 
if they do help them, they (hypocrites) will turn their backs, and they will not be victorious.) 
(13. Verily, you are more fearful in their breasts than Allah. That is because they are a people 
who comprehend not.) (14. They fight not against you even together, except in fortified 
townships, or from behind walls. Their enmity among themselves is very great. You would think 
they were united, but their hearts are divided. That is because they are a people who 
understand not.) (15. They are like their immediate predecessors; they tasted the evil result of 
their conduct, and for them a painful torment.) e(16. Like Shaytan, when he says to man: 
"Disbelieve." But when he disbelieves, Shaytan says: "I am free of you, I fear Allah, the Lord of 
all that exists!") (17. So, the end of both will be that they will be in the Fire, abiding therein. 
Such isthe recompense of the wrongdoers.) 



The False Promise of Support the Hypocrites gave to the Jews 

Allah states that the hypocrites, ' Abdullah bin Ubayy and his like, sent a messenger to Bani An- 
Nadir promising them help. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Have you not observed the hypocrites who say to their friends among the People of the 
Scripture who disbelieve: "If you are expelled, we indeed will go out with you, and we shall 
never obey anyone against you; and if you are attacked, we shall indeed help you.") Allah then 
said, 



(But Allah is Witness that they verily are liars.) meaning, the hypocrites lied when they issued 
this promise, because it was just words that they did not intend to fulfill. Also, what they said 
they would do, would never have been fulfilled by them, and this is why Allah said, 



(and if they are attacked, they will never help them.) meaning, the hypocrites will not fight 
along with the Jews, 



(And (even) if they do help them, ) and even if the hypocrites did fight along their side, 



(they will turn their backs, and they will not be victorious.) This Ayah contains good news, just 
as the good news that this following Ayah conveys, 



(Verily, you are more fearful in their breasts than Allah.) meaning, the hypocrites fear you 
more than they fear Allah, as He says; 



(Behold! a section of them fear men as they fear Allah or even more.)(4:77) This is why Allah 
said, 



(That is because they are a people who comprehend not.) Allah then said, 



(They fight not against you even together, except in fortified townships, or from behind walls.) 
meaning, they will not fight Muslims except from behind besieged fortified forts, because of 
their cowardice and fear of Muslims. They only fight when they have to defend themselves 
(even though they threaten Muslims of reprisals). Allah the Exalted said, 



(Their enmity among themselves is very great.) meaning, the enmity they feel against each 
other is intense, 



(And make you to taste the violence of one another.)(6:65) Allah said in the Ayah, 



(You would think they were united, but their hearts are divided.) meaning, even though one 
might see them combining forces and think that these forces are harmonious, yet in reality, 
they are divided severely. Ibrahim An-Nakha' i said that this Ayah refers to the hypocrites and 
the People of the Scriptures, 



(That is because they are a people who understand not.) Allah said, 



(They are like their immediate predecessors; they tasted the evil result of their conduct, and 
for them a painful torment.) referring to the Jewish tribe of Bani Qaynuqa' , according to Ibn 
' Abbas, Qatadah and Muhammad bin Ishaq. 



The Parable of the Hypocrites and the Jews 

Allah said, 



(Like Shaytan, when he says to man: "Disbelieve." But when (man) disbelieves, Shaytan says: "I 
am free of you...") meaning, the example of the Jews being deceived by the promises of the 
hypocrites, who said that they will help them if Muslims fight them, is that of the devil. When 
matters got serious and the Jews were besieged, the hypocrites betrayed them and abandoned 
them to taste utter defeat. Likewise, the devil lures mankind into disbelief and when they obey 
him, he disowns them and declares himself free of their actions, saying, 



(I fear Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) Allah said, 



(So, the end of both will be that they will be in the Fire, abiding therein.) meaning, the end of 
both he, Shaytan, who commanded that dis- belief be committed, and those who accep- ted his 
call, was in the fire of Hell forever, 



(Such is the recompense of the wrongdoers. ) means, this is the recompense of every unjust 
person. 



(18. you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and let every person look to what he has sent 
forth for tomorrow, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) (19. And be not 
like those who forgot Allah, and He caused them to forget themselves. Those are the 
rebellious.) (20. Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is 
the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful.) 



The Command to have Taqwa and to prepare for the Day of 

Resurrection 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Mundhir bin Jarir narrated that his father said, "While we were 
in the company of the Messenger of Allah in the early hours of the morning, some people came 
there who were barefooted, naked, wearing striped woolen clothes, or cloaks, with their 
swords hung (around their necks). Most of them, nay, all of them, belonged to the tribe of 
Mudar. The color of the face of the Messenger of Allah underwent a change when he saw them 
in poverty. He then entered (his house) and came out and commanded Bilal to pronounce 
Adhan. Bilal pronounced Adhan and Iqamah, and the Prophet led the prayer. He then addressed 
them, first reciting, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person... ) (4:1), until 
the end of the Ayah. Then he recited the Ayah that is in Surat Al-Hashr: 



(and let every person look to what he has sent forth for tomorrow,") He then said, "A man 
donated his Dinar, hisDirham, from hisclothes, from hisSa' of wheat, from his 8a' of dates" -- 
until he said -- "even if it was half a date." Then a person among the Ansar came there with a 
moneybag, which his hands could scarcely lift; in fact, his hands could not lift it. Then the 
people followed continuously, until I saw two heaps of eatables and clothes. I saw the face of 
the Messenger radiate with pleasure, like gold. The Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(He who sets a good example in Islam, there is a reward for him for this (act of goodness) and 
reward of that also who acted according to it subsequently, without any deduction from their 
rewards. Whoever sets in Islam an evil example, there is upon him the burden of that evil and 
the burden of him also who acted upon it subsequently, without any deduction from their 
burden.)" Muslim recorded this Hadith via the chain of Shu' bah. Therefore, Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah), ordains the Taqwa of Allah which pertains to 
obeying what He ordered and staying away from what He forbade. Allah said, 



(and let every person look to what he has sent forth for tomorrow,) meaning, hold yourselves 
accountable before you are recompensed, and contemplate what you have kept for yourselves 
of good deeds for the Day of your return and being paraded before your Lord, 



(Have Taqwa of Allah), again ordering Taqwa, 



(Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) Allah asserts that surely, He knows all of your deeds 
-- mankind -- and actions. Nothing that pertains to you ever escapes His observation, nor any 
matter of yours, whether major or minor, is ever beyond His knowledge, 



(And be not like those who forgot Allah, and He caused them to forget themselves.) meaning, 
do not forget the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, otherwise, He will make you forget to 
perform the good deeds that benefit you in your return, because the recompense is equated 
with the action. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(Those are the rebellious.) referring to those who rebel against obedience to Allah, who will 
earn destruction on the Day of Resurrection and failure upon their return, 



(0 you who believe! Let not your properties or your children divert you from the remembrance 
of Allah. And whosoever doesthat, then they are the losers.)(63:9) 



The Residents of Paradise and the Residents of Hell are never Equal 

Allah said, 



(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise.) meaning, these two 
categories of people are never the same with regards to the judgement of Allah, the Exalted, 
on the Day of Resurrection. Allah said in other Ayat, 



(Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe 
and do righteous good deeds, in their present life and after their death Worst is the judgement 
that they make.)(45:21), 



(And not equal are the blind and those who see; nor are those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds and those who do evil. Little do you remember!)(40:58), and, 



(Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds as corrupters on earth Or shall 
We treat those who have Taqwa as the wicked) (38: 28) Therefore, Allah asserts that He will 
honor the righteous and humiliate the sinners, and this is why He said here, 



(It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful.) that is, they are those who will earn 
safety and deliverance from the torment of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored. 



(21. Had We sent down thisQur'an on a mountain, you would surely have seen it humbling itself 
and rent asunder by the fear of Allah. Such are the parables which We put forward to mankind 
that they may reflect.) (22. He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, the All-Knower of the 
unseen and the seen. He is the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) (23. He is Allah, beside 
Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, Al-Malik, Al-Quddus, As-Salam, Al-Mu' min, Al-Muhaymin, Al-' Aziz, Al- 
Jabbar, Al-Mutakabbir. Glory be to Allah! Above all that they associate as partners with Him.) 
(24. He is Allah, Al-Khaliq, Al-Bari, Al-Musawwir. To Him belong the Best Names. All that is in 
the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He isthe Almighty, the All-Wise.) 



Asserting the Greatness of the Qur'an 

Allah the Exalted emphasizes the greatness of the Qur'an, its high status and of being worthy of 
making hearts humble and rent asunder upon hearing it, because of the true promises and sure 
threat st hat it contains, 



(Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would surely have seen it humbling itself 
and rent asunder by the fear of Allah.) If this is the case with a mountain which is hard and 
huge, that if it was made able to comprehend and understand this Qur'an, will feel humble and 
crumble from fear of Allah the Exalted, then what about you -- mankind Why do your hearts 
not feel softness and humbleness from the fear of Allah, even though you understand Allah's 
command and comprehend His Book This is why Allah said, 



(Such are the parables which We put forward to mankind that they may reflect.) There is a 
Hadith of the Mutawatir grade that states that the Messenger of Allah had someone make him a 
Minbar. Before that, he used to stand next to a tree trunk in the Masjid to deliver speeches. 
So, when the Minbar was made and placed in the Masjid, the Prophet came to deliver a speech 
and passed the tree trunk, headed towards the Minbar, the tree trunk started weeping, just 
like an infant. The tree trunk missed hearing the remembrance of Allah and the revelation that 
were being recited next to it. In one of the narrations for this Hadith, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said 
after narrating the Hadith, "You - mankind -- are more worthy to miss the Messenger of Allah 
than the tree trunk!" tLikewise, this honorable Ayah asks that if the solid mountains feel 
humble and are rent asunder from the fear of Allah, if it heard Allah's Speech and 
comprehended it, what about you -- mankind -- who heard the Qur'an and understood it Allah 
the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And if there had been a Qur'an with which mountains could be moved, or the earth could be 
cloven asunder, or the dead could be made to speak. )(1 3:31 ) We mentioned the meaning of 
this Ayah as stating that, if there were a Qur'an that has these qualities, it would be this 
Qur'an. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush forth, and indeed, there are of them 
(stones) which split asunder so that water flows from them, and indeed, there are of them 
which fall down for fear of Allah. )(2:74) 



Glorifying Allah the Exalted by mentioning His Names and Attributes 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) Allah states that He Alone is worthy of worship, there is 
no Lord or God for the existence, except Him. All that is being worshipped instead of Allah are 
false deities. Allah is the All-Knower in the unseen and the seen, He knows all that pertains to 
the creations that we see, and those we cannot see. Nothing in heaven or on earth ever 
escapes His knowledge, no matter how great or insignificant, big or small, including ants in 
darkness. Allah's statement, 



(He is the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) was duly explained before at the very beginning of 
t his Taf sir, so it is not necessary to repeat it here, and it asserts that Allah is the Owner of the 
wide encompassing mercy that entails all of His creation. He is Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim of this 
life and the Hereafter. Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(And My mercy embraces all t hings.)(7: 1 56), 



(Your Lord has written (prescribed) mercy for Himself. )(6:54), and, 



(Say: "In the bounty of Allah, and in His mercy; -- therein let them rejoice." That is better than 
what (the wealth) they amass.)(10:58) Allah the Exalted said, 



(He is Allah, beside Whom La ilaha ilia Huwa, Al-Malik.) Al-Malik, meaning "The Owner and King 
of all things," Who has full power over them without resistance or hindrance. Allah's statement, 



(Al-Quddus,) meaning "The Pure," according to Wahb bin Munabbih, while Mujahid and Qatadah 
said that Al-Quddus means "The Blessed." Ibn Jurayj said that Al-Quddus means "He Whom the 
honorable angels glorify." 



(As- Sal am,) meaning "Free from any defects or short comings that lessen or decrease His perfect 
attributes and actions." Allah's statement, 



(Al-Mu'min,) means "Who has granted safety to His servants by promising that He will never be 
unjust to them, " according to Ad-Dahhak who reported it from Ibn 'Abbas. Qatadah said that 
Al-Mu'min means that "Allah affirms that His statements are true," while Ibn Zayd said that it 
means, "He attested to His faithful servants' having faith in Him." Allah's statement, 



(Al-Muhaymin,) means, according to Ibn ' Abbas and others, "The Witness for His servants 
actions," that is, the Ever-Watcher over them. Allah said in similar Ayat, 



(And Allah is Witness over all things.)(58:6), 



(and moreover Allah is Witness over what they used to do.) (10:46), and, 



(Is then He (Allah) Who takes charge (guards) of every person and knows all that he has 
earned)(13:33) Allah said, 



(AI-'Aziz,) meaning that "He is the Almighty, Dominant over all things." Therefore, His majesty 
is never violated, due to His might, greatness, irresistible power and pride. Allah said; 



(Al-Jabbar, Al-Mutakabbir), meaning "The Only One worthy of being the Compeller and 
Supreme." There is a Hadith in the Sahih Collection in which Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Might is My Izar and pride is My Rida; if anyone disputes any one of them with Me, then I will 
punish him.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as partners with Him.), then He 
said, 



(He is Allah, Al-Khaliq, Al-Bari, Al-Musawwir.) Al-Khaliq refers to measuring and proportioning, 
Al-Bari refers to inventing and bringing into existence what He has created and measured. 
Surely, none except Allah is able to measure, bring forth and create whatever He wills to come 
to existence. Allah's statement, 



(Al-Khaliq, Al-Bari, Al-Musawwir.) means, if Allah wills something, He merely says to it "be" and 
it comesto existence in the form that He wills and the shape He chooses, 



(In whatever form He willed, He put you together. )(82:8) Allah describing Himself as being Al- 
Musawwir, Who brings into existence anything He wills in the shape and form He decides. 



Al-Asma' Al-Husna 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(To Him belong Al-Asma' Al-Husna (the Best Names).) We explained the meaning of this Ayah in 
the Tafsir of Surat Al-A' raf. The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Allah the Exalted has ninety-nine Names, one hundred less one; whoever then preserves them, 
will enter Paradise. Allah is Witr (One) and He likesthe Witr.) 



Everything praises and glorifies Allah 

Allah's statement, 



(All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him.) is similar to His other statement, 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify Him and there is not a thing 
but glorifies His praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, 
Oft--Forgiving.)(17:44) Allah's statement, 



(and He is Al-' Aziz) The Almighty, meaning, His greatness is never humbled, 



(Al-Hakim) the All-Wise, in His legislation and decrees This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Hashr. All praise is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mumtahanah 

(Chapter - 60) 
Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as protecting friends, showing 
affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come to you of the truth, and 
have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you believe in Allah, your Lord! If you 
have come forth to strive in My cause and to seek My good pleasure. You show friendship to 
them in secret, while I am All-Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal. And whosoever 
of you (Muslims) does that, then indeed he has gone (far) astray from the straight path.) (2. 
Should they gain the upper hand over you, they would behave to you as enemies, and stretch 



forth their hands and their tongues against you with evil, and they desire that you should 
disbelieve.) (3. Neither your relatives nor your children will benefit you on the Day of 
Resurrection. He will judge between you. And Allah isthe All-Seer of what you do.) 



Reason behind revealing Sur at Al-Mumtahanah 

The story of Hatib bin Abi Balta' ah is the reason behind revealing the beginning of this 
honorable Surah. Hatib was among the Early Emigrants and participated in the battle of Badr. 
Hatib had children and wealth in Makkah, but he was not from the tribe of Quraysh. Rather, he 
was an ally of 'Uthman. When the Messenger of Allah decided to conquer Makkah, after its 
people broke the peace treaty between them, he ordered the Muslims to mobilize their forces 
to attack Makkah, and then said, 



« » 

(0 Allah! Keep our news concealed from them.) Hatib wrote a letter and sent it to the people 
of Makkah, with a woman from the tribe of Quraysh, informing them of the Messenger's intent 
to attack them. He wanted them to be indebted to him so that they would grant safety to his 
family in Makkah . Allah the Exalted conveyed this matter to His Messenger , because He 
accepted the Prophet's invocation to Him to conceal the news of the attack . The Prophet sent 
someone after the woman and retrieved the letter. This story is collected in the Two Sahihs. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Hasan bin Muhammad bin A.I i said that 'Abdullah bin Abu RafT -- 
or Ubaydullah bin Abu RafT -- said that he heard Al i say, "Allah's Messenger sent me, Zubayr 
and Al-Miqdad saying, 

» 

« 

(Proceed until you reach Rawdat Khakh, where there is a lady carrying a letter. Take that 
letter from her.) So we proceeded on our way, with our horses galloping, until we reached the 
Rawdah. There we found the lady and said to her, 'Take out the letter.' She said, ~ I am not 
carrying a letter.' We said, 'Take out the letter, or else we will take off your clothes.' So she 
took it out of her braid, and we brought the letter to Allah's Messenger . The letter was 
addressed from Hatib bin Abu Balta' ah to some pagans of Makkah, telling them about what 
Allah's Messenger intended to do. Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(0 Hatib! What is this) Hatib replied, ' Allah's Messenger! Do not make a hasty decision about 
me. I was a person not belonging to Quraysh, but I was an ally to them. All the Emigrants who 
were with you have kinsmen (in Makkah) who can protect their families. So I wanted to do 
them a favor, so they might protect my relatives, as I have no blood relation with them. I did 
not do this out of disbelief or to renegade from my religion, nor did I do it to choose disbelief 
after Islam.' Allah's Messenger said to his Companions, 



« » 

(Regarding him, he has told you the truth.) " Umar said, ' Allah's Messenger! Allow me to chop 
off the head of this hypocrite!' The Prophet said, 

» 

« : 

(He attended Badr. What can I tell you, perhaps Allah looked at those who attended Badr and 
said, "0 the people of Badr, do what you like, for I have forgiven you.")" The Group with the 
exception of Ibn Majah, collected this Hadith using various chains of narration that included 
Sufyan bin " Uyaynah. Al-Bukhari added in his narration in the chapter on the Prophet's battles, 
"Then Allah revealed the Surah, 



(0 you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies as protecting friends...) " Al- 
Bukhari said in another part of hisSahih, ' Amr (one of the narrators of the Hadith) said, "This 
Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies as protecting friends'...) was 
revealed about Hatib, but I do not know if the Ayah was mentioned in the Hadith (or was added 
as an explanation by one of the narrators)." Al-Bukhari also said that Al i bin Ai-Madini said 
that Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah was asked, "Isthiswhy this Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Take not my enemies and your enemies as protecting friends.) was 
revealed" Sufyan said, "This is the narration that I collected from 'Amr, I did not leave a letter 
out of it. I do not know if anyone else memorized the same words for it." 



The Command to have Enmity towards the Disbelievers and to 

abandon supporting Them 

Allah's statement, 



(0 you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies as protecting friends showing 
affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come to you of the truth,) 
refers to the idolators and the disbelievers who are combatants against Allah, His Messenger 
and the believers. It is they whom Allah has decided should be our enemies and should be 
fought. Allah has forbidden the believers to take them as friends, supporters or companions. 
Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah , 



(0 you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as protecting friends, they are but 
protecting friends of each other. And if any among you takes them (as such), then surely, he is 
one of them.) (5:51) This Ayah contains a stern warning and a sure threat. Allah the Exalted 
said, 



(0 you who believe! Take not as protecting friends those who take your religion as a mockery 
and fun from among those who received the Scripture before you, nor from among the 
disbelievers; and have Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers.) (5:57) 



(0 you who believe! Take not for protecting friends disbelievers instead of believers. Do you 
wish to offer Allah a manifest proof against yourselves) (4:144) and, 



(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as protecting friends instead of the believers, and 
whoever does that will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger 
from them. And Allah warns you against Himself (His punishment).) (3:28) This is why Allah's 
Messenger accepted Hatib's excuse when he said that he only wanted to have a favor on the 
Quraysh, because of the property and family members he left behind in Makkah. Allah's 
statement, 



(and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves ( from your homeland)) follows His 
encouragement to fight against them and to avoid being their supporters. This is because they 
expelled the Messenger and his Companions on account of their hatred for Tawhid and 
worshipping Allah alone in sincerity. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(because you believe in Allah, your Lord!) meaning, 'your only fault is that you believed in 
Allah, Lord of all that exists.' Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat, 



(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, Almighty, Al-Hamid!) (85:8) and, 



(Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said: "Our Lord is 
Allah.") (22:40) Allah said, 



(If you have come forth to strive in My cause and to seek My good pleasure.) Allah says, " if you 
are as described here, then do not take the disbelievers as supporters. If you migrated in Jihad 
for My cause and for seeking My pleasure, then do not take My enemies and your enemies as 
protecting friends, after they expelled you from your homes and property in rage against you 
and rejection of your religion.' Allah's statement, 



(You show friendship to them in secret, while I am All-Aware of what you conceal and what you 
reveal.) Allah asks, ' do you do this while I know the secrets of the hearts, the intentions and 
all apparent things,' 



(And whosoever of you does that, then indeed he has gone astray from the straight path. 
Should they gain the upper hand over you, they would behave to you as enemies, and stretch 
forth their hands and their tongues against you with evil,) meaning, 'if they gain the upper 
hand over you, they would use every type of harm in their disposal to hurt you in words and 
action,' 



(and they desire that you should disbelieve.) meaning, Mhey are eager that you do not earn 
any good. Therefore, their enmity to you is outward and inward, so how can you become 
supporters of this type of people' This also encourages the enmity. Allah's statement, 



(Neither your relatives nor your children will benefit you on the Day of Resurrection. He will 
judge between you. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.) means, ' your family relations 
will not benefit you with Allah if Allah decided to cause harm your way. Your relations will not 
benefit you if you please them with what angers Allah.' Those who agree with their family 
being disbelievers in order to please them will have earned loss and failure and their deeds will 
be rendered invalid. Their relation will not benefit them with Allah, even if their relation was 
with a Prophet. Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that a man said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Where is my father" He said, 

« » 

(In the Fire.) When the man went away, the Prophet called him back and said: 

« » 

(Verily, my father and your father are in the Fire.) Muslim and Abu Dawud also collected this 
Hadith. 



(4. Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when 
they said to their people: "Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides 
Allah, we have rejected you, and there has started between us and you, hostility and hatred 
forever until you believe in Allah alone," -- except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: "Verily, I 
will ask forgiveness for you, but I have no power to do anything for you before Allah." "Our 
Lord! In You we put our trust, and to You we turn in repentance, and to You is the final 
Return.") (5. "Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the disbelievers, and forgive us, Our Lord! 
Verily, You, only You, are the Almighty, the All-Wise.") (6. Certainly, there has been in them an 
excellent example for you to follow - for those who look forward to (the meeting with) Allah 
and the Last Day. And whosoever turns away, then verily, Allah is Al-Ghani, Al-Hamid.) 



The Good Example of Ibrahim and His Followers, when They 
disowned Their Disbelieving People 

Allah the Exalted says to His faithful servants, whom He commanded to disown the 
disbelievers, to be enemies with them, and to distant themselves and separate from them: 



(Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him,) meaning, 
his followers who believed in him, 



(when they said to their people: "Verily we are free from you...") meaning, ' we disown you, 1 



(and whatever you worship besides Allah: we rejected you,) meaning, 'we disbelieve in your 
religion and way,' 



(and there has started between us and you, hostility and hatred forever) meaning, 'Animosity 
and enmity have appeared between us and you from now and as long as you remain on your 
disbelief; we will always disown you and hate you,' 



(until you believe in Allah alone,) meaning, " unless, and until, you worship Allah alone without 
partners and disbelieve in the idols and rivals that you worship besides Him.' Allah's statement, 



(except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: "Verily, I will ask forgiveness (from Allah) for 
you...") means, 'you have a good example in Ibrahim and his people; as for Ibrahim's prayers 
for Allah his father, it was a promise that he made for his father.' When Ibrahim became sure 
that his father was an enemy of Allah, he declared himself innocent of him. Some of the 
believers used to invoke Allah for their parents who died as disbelievers, begging Him to forgive 
them. They did so claiming that Ibrahim used to invoke Allah to forgive his father. Allah the 
Exalted said in reply, 



(It is not for the Prophet and those who believe to ask Allah's forgiveness for the idolators, even 
though they be of kin, after it has become clear to them that they are the dwellers of the Fire 
(because they died in a state of disbelief). And Ibrahim's request for his father's forgiveness was 
only because of a promise he made to him .But when it became clear to him that he was an 
enemy of Allah, he dissociated himself from him. Verily, Ibrahim was Awwah and was 
forbearing.) (9:113-114) Allah said here, 



(Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when they 
said to their people: "Verily, we are free from you...") until, 



(... except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: "Verily, I will ask forgiveness for you, but I have 
no power to do anything for you before Allah.") meaning, ' You cannot follow Ibrahim's example 
as proof in the case mentioned here, as being allowed to ask Allah to forgive those who died on 
Shirk.' This is the saying of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and 
several others. Allah the Exalted said that Ibrahim and his companions, who parted with their 
people and disowned their way, said afterwards, while invoking Allah in humility and 
submission, 



(Our Lord! In You we put our trust, and to You we turn in repentance, and to You is the final 
Return.) meaning, 'we trust in You for all matters, we surrender all of our affairs to You, and 
to You isthe final Return in the Hereafter,' 



(Our Lord! Make us not atrial for the disbelievers,) Mujahid said, "It means, ' Do not punish us 
by their hands, nor with a punishment from You.' Or they will say, 'Had these people been 
following the truth, the torment would not have struck them'." Ad-Dahhak said something 
similar. Qatadah said, "Do not give the disbelievers victory over us, thus subjecting us to trials 
by their hands. Surely, if You do so, they would then think that they were given victory over us 
because they are on the truth." This isthe meaning that Ibn Jarir preferred. ' AM bin Abi Talhah 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas: "Do not give them dominance over us, lest we suffer trials by their 
hands." Allah's statement, 



(and forgive us, Our Lord! Verily, You, only You, are the Almighty, the All-Wise.) means, 'cover 
our mistakes from being exposed to other than You, and forgive us for what (sin) is between us 
and You.' 



(Verily, You, only You, are the Almighty,) 'and those who seek refuge in Your majesty are 
never dealt with unjustly,' 



(the All-Wise.) ' in Your statements, actions, legislation and decrees.' Allah the Exalted said, 



(Certainly, there has been in them an excellent example for you to follow -- for those who look 
forward to (the meeting with) Allah and the Last Day.) asserting what He has said before with 
the exemption mentioned, i.e., the good example that Allah mentioned before, 



(for those who look forward to Allah and the Last Day.) thus encouraging the believers who 
believe in Allah and the Return to Him. Allah said, 



(And whosoever turns away) meaning, from what Allah has ordained, 



(verily, Allah is Al-Ghani, Al-Hamid.) Allah said in another Ayah, 



(If you disbelieve, you and all on the earth together, then verily! Allah is Ghani, Hamid.) (14:8) 
Al i bin Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas, 



"(Ghani) is the One Who is perfectly rich." That is Allah. This is Allah's attribute that He alone is 
worthy of being described by; surely, He has no equal, none like unto Him. All praise is due to 
Allah, the One, the Irresistible. 



(Hamid) means, the praiseworthy, in all His statements and actions, there is no (true) God 
except Him alone. 



(7. Perhaps Allah will make friendship between you and those whom you hold as enemies. And 
Allah has power (over all things), and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (8. Allah does not 
forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought not against you on account of 
religion nor drove you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity.) (9. It 
is only as regards those who fought against you on account of religion, and have driven you out 
of your homes, and helped to drive you out, that Allah forbids you to befriend them. And 
whosoever will befriend them, then such are the wrongdoers.) 



Perhaps Allah will make a Friendship between You and Those, 

whom You hold as Enemies 

Allah said to His faithful servants, after ordering them to be enemies with the disbelievers, 



(Perhaps Allah will make friendship between you and those, whom you hold as enemies.) 
meaning affection after animosity, tenderness after coldness and coming together after parting 
from each other, 



(And Allah has power (over all things),) Allah is able to gather opposites and bring together 
hearts, after feeling hostility and hardness. In this case, the hearts will come together in 
agreement, just as Allah said when He mentioned Hisfavor on the Ansar, 



(And remember Allah's favor on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your 
hearts together, so that, by His grace, you became brethren and were on the brink of a pit of 
Fire, and He saved you from it.) (3:103) Also the Prophet said to them, 



» 



« 



(Did I not find you misguided, and Allah guided you through me; and divided, and Allah united 
your hearts through me) Allah the Exalted said, 



(He it is Who has supported you with His help and with the believers. And He has united their 
hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts, but 
Allah has united them. Certainly He is Almighty, All-Wise.) (8:62,63) And in the Hadith: 

» 



« 



(Love your loved one moderately, because one day, he might become your enemy. Hate your 
hated one moderately, because one day, he might become your loved one.) Allah's statement, 



(And Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.) means, Allah forgives the disbelief of the 
disbelievers if they repent from it, returned to their Lord and surrendered to Him in Islam. 
Surely, He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most-Merciful to those who repent to Him from their sins, 
no matter what type of the sin it is. 



The Permissibility of being Kind to Disbelievers who do not fight 
against the Religion And Allah's statement; 



(Allah does not forbid you with those who fought not against you on account of religion nor 
drove you out of your homes,) means, those who did not have a role in your expulsion. 
Therefore, Allah does not forbid you from being kind to the disbelievers who do not fight you 
because of the religion, such as women and weak disbelievers, 



(to deal kindly) to be gentle with them, 



(and j ustly with those) to be fair with them 



(Verily, Allah loves those who deal with equity.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Asma' bint Abu 
Bakr said, "My mother, who was an idolatress at the time, came to me during the Treaty of 
Peace, the Prophet conducted with the Quraysh. I came to the Prophet and said, '0 Allah's 
Messenger! My mother came visiting, desiring something from me, should I treat her with good 
relations' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes. Keep good relation with your mother.)" The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. Imam 
Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Zubayr said, "Qutaylah came visiting her daughter, Asma' 



bint Abi Bakr, with some gifts, such as Dibab, cheese and clarified (cooking) butter, and she 
was an idolatress at that time. Asma' refused to accept her mother's gifts and did not let her 
enter her house. ' A'ishah asked the Prophet about his verdict and Allah sent down the Ayah, 



(Allah does not forbid you with those who fought not against you on account of religion) until 
the end of the Ayah. Allah's Messenger ordered Asma' to accept her mother's gifts and to let her 
enter her house." Allah's statement, 



(Allah loves those who deal with equity.) was duly explained in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hujurat. 
We also mentioned the authentic Hadith, 



» 



« 



(The just, who are fair in their decisions, families and those under their authority, will be on 
podiums made of light, to the right of the Throne.) 



The Prohibition of being Kind towards Combatant Disbelievers 

Allah's statement, 



(It is only as regards those who fought against you on account of religion, and have driven you 
out of your homes, and helped to drive you out that Allah forbids you to befriend them.) (60:9) 
means, 'Allah forbids you from being kind and befriending with the disbelievers who are openly 
hostile to you, those who fought against you, expelled you and helped to expel you. Allah the 
Exalted forbids you from being their friends and orders you to be their enemy.' Then Allah 
stresses His threat against being friends with them, by saying, 



(And whosoever will befriend them, then such are the wrongdoers.) As He said; 



(0 you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as protecting friends, they are but 
protecting friends of each other. And if any among you takes them (as protecting friends), then 
surely, he isone of them. Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers) (5:51) 



(10. Oyou who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants, examine them; Allah 
knows best as to their faith, then if you ascertain that they are true believers, send them not 
back to the disbelievers. They are not lawful for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers lawful 
for them. But give them (disbelievers) that which they have spent (on their dowery). And there 
will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid their due to them. Likewise do not keep 
the disbelieving women, and ask for that which you have spent (on their dowery) and let them 
(the disbelievers) ask for that which they have spent. That isthe judgement of Allah, He judges 
between you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (11. And if any of your wives have gone from 
you to the disbelievers then you succeed over them (gain victory); then pay those whose wives 
have gone, the equivalent of what they had spent. And have Taqwa of Allah, the One in Whom 
you are believers.) 



After Al-Hudaybiyyah, Emigrant Muslim Women may not be 
returned to the Disbelievers 

Surat Al-Fath, we related the story of the treaty at Al-Hudaybiyyah that was conducted 
between the Messenger of Allah and the disbelievers of Quraysh. In that treaty, there were 
these words, "Everyman (in another narration, every person) who reverts from our side to your 
side, should be returned to us, even if he is a follower of your religion." This was said by 
x Urwah, Ad-Dahhak, x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd, Az-Zuhri, Muqatil bin Hayyan and As-Suddi. 3d 
according to this narration, this Ayah specifies and explains the Sunnah. And this is the best 
case of understanding. Yet according to another view of some of the Salaf, it abrogates it. 
Allah the Exalted and Most High ordered His faithful servants to test the faith of women who 
emigrate to them. When they are sure that they are faithful, they should not send them back 
to the disbelievers, for the disbelievers are not allowed for them and they are not allowed for 
the disbelievers. In the biography of " Abdullah bin Abi Ahmad bin Jahsh in Al-Musnad Al-Kabir, 
we also mentioned that " Abdullah bin Abi Ahmad said, "Umm Kulthum bint ' Uqbah bin Abi 
Mif ayt emigrated and her brothers, ' Umarah and Al-Walid, went after her. They came to 
Allah's Messenger and talked to him about Umm Kulthum and asked that she be returned to 
them. Allah abolished the part of the treaty between the Prophet and the idolators about the 
women particularly. 3d He forbade returning Muslim women to the idolators and revealed the 
Ayah about testing them." Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas, about Allah's saying: 



(0 you who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants, examine them;) "Their 
examination was asking them to testify to La ilaha illallah, and that Muhammad is Allah's 
servant and His Messenger." Mujahid explained the Ayah, 



(examine them) by saying, "Ask them why they migrated. If they came because they were angry 
with their husbands, or for any other reason, and you realized that they did not embrace the 
faith, then send them back to their husbands." Allah's statement, 



(then if you ascertain that they are true believers, send them not back to the disbelievers.) 
This Ayah indicatesthat faith can be recognized and affirmed. 



The Believing Woman is prohibited from marrying an Idolator and 
the Believing Man is prohibited from marrying the Idolatress 

Allah's statement, 



(They are not lawful for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers lawful for them.) This Ayah 
forbids Muslim women for idolators, which was a lawful marriage in the beginning of Islam. Abu 
Al-' As bin Ar-RabP was married to Zaynab, the Prophet's daughter. She was a Muslim, while 
Abu Al-' As was still an idolator like his people. When he was captured during the battle of 
Badr, his wife, Zaynab, sent his ransom, a necklace that belonged to the Prophet's first wife 
Khadijah. The Prophet became very emotional when he saw the necklace and said to the 
Companions, 

« » 

(If you decide to set free the prisoner who belongs to her, then do so.) They did, and Allah's 
Messenger set him free. His ransom was that he send his wife to Allah's Messenger . Abu Al-' As 
fulfilled his promise and sent Zaynab to Allah's Messenger along with Zayd bin Harithah. Zaynab 
remained in Al-Madinah after the battle of Badr, which took place in the second year of Hijrah, 
until her husband Abu AI-'Asbin Ar-Rahr embraced Islam in the eighth year after the Hijrah. 
She returned to their marriage without renewing the dowery. Allah's statement, 



(But give them that which they have spent. ) meaning, the husbands of the emigrant women 
who came from the idolators, return the dowery that they gave to their wives. This was said by 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Az-Zuhri and several others. Allah's statement, 



(And there will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid their due to them.) means, 
when you wish to marry them, then give them their dowery. That is, marry them under the 
condition that their ' Iddah (waiting period) is finished and they have a legal guardian for their 
marriage etc. Allah said, 



(Likewise do not keep disbelieving women,) thus forbidding His faithful servants from marrying 
idolator women or remaining married to them. In the Sahih, it is recorded that Al-Miswar and 
Marwan bin Al-Hakam said that after the Messenger of Allah conducted the treaty with the 
Quraysh idolators at Al-Hudaybiyyah, some Muslim women emigrated to him and Allah the 
Exalted sent down this Ayah about them, 



(Oyou who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants) until, 



(Likewise do not keep disbelieving women,) Then * Umar bin Al-Khattab divorced two of his 
wives, who were idolatresses, and one of them got married to Mu' awiyah bin Abi Sufyan, while 
the other got married to Safwan bin Umayyah. Ibn Thawr narrated that Ma' mar said that Az- 
Zuhri said, "This Ayah was revealed to Allah's Messenger while he was in the area of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah, after making peace. He agreed that whoever comes from the Quraysh to his side, 
will be returned to Makkah. When some women came, this Ayah was revealed. Allah 
commanded that the dowery that was paid to these women be returned to their husbands. 
Allah also ordered that if some Muslim women revert to the side of the idolators, the idolators 
should return their dowery to their Muslim husbands. Allah said, 



(Likewise do not keep disbelieving women)." Allah's statement, 



(and ask for that which you have spent and let them ask for that which they have spent.) 
means, ask them for what you have paid to your wives who reverted to the side of the 
idolators, and they are entitled to get back the dowery that they gave their wives who 
emigrated to the Muslims. Allah's statement, 



(That is the judgement of Allah, He judges between you.) means, this judgement about the 
treaty and excluding women from its clauses, is a decision that Allah made for His creatures, 



(And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) meaning, He knows what benefits His servants and is the 
Most Wise about that. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And if any of your wives have gone from you to the disbelievers -- then you succeeded (gained 
victory) over them; then pay those whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had 
spent.) Mujahid and Qatadah explained this Ayah, by saying, "This is about the disbelievers who 
did not have a treaty of peace. If a woman flees to the disbelievers and they do not give back 
what that her husband spent on her, then if a women comes to them (the Muslims) they are not 
to return to her husband anything until they pay the Muslim whose wife went to them the 
equivalent of what he spent. " Ibn Jarir recorded that Az-Zuhri said, "The believers abided by 
Allah's decree and paid what they owed the idolators to compensate for the dowery the 
idolators gave to the women (who emigrated). However, the idolators refused to accept Allah's 
judgement for what they owed the Muslims. Allah said to the faithful believers, 



(And if any of your wives have gone from you to the disbelievers -- then you succeeded (gained 
victory) over them; then pay those whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had 
spent. And have Taqwa of Allah, the One in Whom your are believers.) Therefore, if a Muslim 
woman reverts to the idolators, the believers should give back the dowery her Muslim husband 
paid her, from whatever money is left with them from the dowery of women who migrated to 
the Muslims. They were supposed to return this wealth to the idolator husbands of these 
emigrant women. If they still have anything they owed the idolators, then they should return it 
to them." 



(12. Prophet! When the believing women come to you pledging to you that they will not 
associate anything with Allah, and that they will not steal, and that they will not commit Zina, 
and that they will not kill their children, and that they will not utter slander, fabricating from 
between their hands and their feet, and that they will not disobey you in Ma' ruf (good), Allah 
said to the faithful believers, 



(And if any of your wives have gone from you to the disbelievers -- then you succeeded (gained 
victory) over them; then pay those whose wives have gone, the equivalent of what they had 
spent. And have Taqwa of Allah, the One in Whom your are believers.) Therefore, if a Muslim 
woman reverts to the idolators, the believers should give back the dowery her Muslim husband 
paid her, from whatever money is left with them from the dowery of women who migrated to 
the Muslims. They were supposed to return this wealth to the idolator husbands of these 
emigrant women. If they still have anything they owed the idolators, then they should return it 
to them." 



The Matters the Women pledged to 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Aishah the wife of the Prophet said, "Allah's Messenger used to 
examine women who migrated to his side according to this Ayah, 



(0 Prophet! When believing women come to you pledging to you...) until, 



(Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most Merciful.)" " Urwah said, '" Aishah said, ' When any believing 
woman agreed to these conditions, Allah's Messenger would say to her, 



« » 



(I have accepted your pledge.) but, by Allah, he never touched the hand of any women at all 
while taking the pledge from them. He only took their pledge of allegiance by saying, 

« » 

(I have accepted your pledge.)" This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Umaymah bint Ruqayqah said, "I came to Allah's Messenger with some women to give him our 
pledge and he took the pledge from us that is mentioned in the Qur'an, that we associate none 
with Allah, etc; as in the Ayah. Then he said, 

« » 

(As much as you can bear to implement.) We said, ' Surely, Allah and His Messenger are more 
merciful with us than we are with ourselves.' We then said, " Allah's Messenger, should you 
not shake hands with us' He said, 



» 



« 



(I do not shake hands with women, for my statement to one woman is as sufficient as my 
statement to a hundred women.)" This Hadith has an authentic chain of narration; At-Tirmidhi, 
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah collected it. Al-Bukhari also recorded that Umm 'Atiyah said, "The 
Messenger of Allah took our pledge and recited to us the Ayah, 



(...that they will not associate anything with Allah,) and forbade us to wail for the dead. 
Thereupon, a lady withdrew her hand saying, 'But such and such lady shared with me in 
lamenting (over one of my relatives), so I must reward hers.' The Prophet did not object to 
that, so she went there and returned to the Prophet and he accepted her pledge of allegiance." 
Muslim also collected this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that ' Ubadah bin As-Samit said, 
"While we were with the Prophet , he said, 



» 



« 



(Pledge to me in that you will not associate any with Allah, nor steal, nor commit Zina, nor kill 
your children.) Then he recited the Ayah that begins; 



(when the believing women come to you. ..) and took the pledge of allegiance from the 
women. He then added, 



» 



« 

(Those among you who fulfill this pledge, will receive their reward from Allah. Those who 
deviate from any of it and receive the legal punishment (in this life), the punishment will be 
expiation for that sin. Whoever deviates from any of it and Allah screens him, then it is up to 
Allah to punish or forgive if He wills.) The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(0 Prophet! When the believing women come to you pledging to you) means, 'if any woman 
comes to you to give you the pledge and she accepts these conditions, then accept the pledge 
from her,' 



(that they will not associate anything with Allah, that they will not steal,) meaning, the 
property of other people. In the case where a husband is not fulfilling his duty of spending on 
his wife, then she is allowed to use a part of his wealth, what is reasonable, to spend on 
herself. This is the case regardless of whether the husband knows about his wife's actions or 
not, because of the Hadith in which Hind bint ' Utbah said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Abu Sufyan is 
a miser! He does not give me sufficient money for the living expense of our family and myself. 
Am I allowed to secretly take from his money without his knowledge" Allah's Messenger said to 
her, 



» 



« 



(You may take from what is reasonable and appropriate for you and your children) This Hadith 
was recorded in the two Sahihs. Allah's statement, 



(they will not commit Zina,) is similar to His other statement, 



(And come not near to Az-Zina. Verily, it is a Fahishah (immoral act) and an evil way.) (17:32) 
A Hadith collected from Samurah mentions that for the adulterers and fornicators there is a 
painful torment in the fire of Hell. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'A'ishah said, "Fatimah bint 
' Utbah came to give her pledge to Allah's Messenger , who took the pledge from her, 



(that they will not associate anything with Allah, they will not steal, that they will not commit 
Zina (fornication and adultery),) Fatimah bashfully placed her hand on her head in shyness. The 
Prophet liked what she did. ' A'ishah said, ' woman! Accept the pledge, because by Allah, we 
all gave the pledge to the same.' She said, 'Yes then,' and she gave her pledge to the same 
things mentioned in the Ayah.'" Allah's statement, 



(that they will not kill their children,) includes killing children after they are born. The people 
of Jahiliyyah used to kill their children because they feared poverty. The Ayah includes killing 
the fetus, just as some ignorant women do for various evil reasons. Allah's statement, 



(and that they will not utter slander, fabricating from between their hands and their feet,) Ibn 
' Abbas said, "It means that they not to attribute to their husbands other than their legitimate 
children." Muqatil said similarly. Allah's statement, 



(and that they will not disobey you in Ma' ruf (good),) means, 'that they will obey you when 
you order them to do good and forbid them from evil.' Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said 
about Allah's statement, 



(and that they will not disobey you in any Ma' ruf (good), ) "This was one of the conditions 
which Allah imposed on the women." Maymun bin Mihran said, "Allah did not order obedience to 
His Prophet for other than Ma' ruf, and Ma' ruf is itself obedience." Ibn Zayd said, "Allah 
commanded that His Messenger, the best of His creation, be obeyed in that which is Ma' ruf." 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Umm * Atiyah Al-Ansariyah said, "Among the conditions included in our 
pledge to Allah's Messenger to good was not to wail. A woman said, ' So-and-so family brought 
comfort to me (by wailing over my dead relative), so I will first pay them back.' So she went 
and paid them back in the same (wailed for their dead), and then came and gave her pledge. 
Only she and Umm Sulaym bint Milhan, the mother of Anas bin Malik, did so." Al-Bukhari 
collected this Hadith from the way of Hafsah bint Srin from Umm 'Atiyah Nusaybah Al- 



Ansariyah, may Allah be pleased with her. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Asid bin Abi Asid Al- 
Barrad said that one of the women who gave the pledge to Allah's Messenger said, "Among the 
conditions included in the pledge that the Messenger took from us, is that we do not disobey 
any act of Ma' ruf (good) that he ordains. We should neither scratch our faces, pull our hair (in 
grief), tear our clothes nor wail." 



(13. you who believe! Take not as friendsthe people who incurred the wrath of Allah. Surely, 
they have despaired of the Hereafter, just as the disbelievers have despaired of those (buried) 
in graves.) Just like in the beginning of the Surah, Allah the Exalted forbids taking the 
disbelievers as protecting friends at the end of the Surah, saying, 



(0 you who believe! Take not as friendsthe people who incurred the wrath of Allah.) referring 
to the Jews, Christians and the rest of the disbelievers whom Allah became angry with and 
cursed. Those who deserved being rejected and banished by Him. (Allah says here), * how can 
you become their allies, friends and companions, after Allah decided that they earn the despair 
of receiving any good or delights in the Hereafter' Allah's statement, 



(just as the disbelievers have despaired of those (buried) in graves.) This has two possible 
meanings. First, the disbelievers despair of ever again meeting their relatives buried in graves, 
because they do not believe in Resurrection or being brought back to life. Therefore, they have 
no hope that they will meet them again, according to their creed. Secondly, just as the 
disbelievers who are buried in graves have lost hope in receiving any kind of goodness (i.e., 
after seeing the punishment and knowing that Resurrection is true). Al-A'mash reported from 
Abu Ad-Duhafrom Masruq that Ibn Mas' ud said, 



(just as the disbelievers have despaired of those (buried) in graves.) "Just as the disbeliever 
despairs when he dies and realizes and knows his (evil) recompense." This is the saying of 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Muqatil, Ibn Zayd, Al-Kalbi and Mansur; Ibn Jarir preferred this explanation. 
This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Mumtahanah, all praise and thanks be to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat As-Saff 



(Chapter- 61) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Virtues of Surat As-Saff 

Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Salam said, "We asked, 'Who among us should go to 
the Messenger and ask him about the dearest actions to Allah' None among us volunteered. The 
Messenger sent a man to us and that man gathered us and recited this Surah, Surat As-Saff, in 
its entirety.'" 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah. And He is the 
Almighty, the All-Wise.) (2. you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do) (3. 
Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that which you do not do.) (4. Verily, Allah loves those 
who fight in His cause in rows as if they were a solid structure.) 



Chastising Those Who say what They do not do 

We mentioned in many a places before the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah. And He is the 
Almighty, the All-Wise.) Therefore, we do not need to repeat its meaning here. Allah's 
statement, 



(0 you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do) This refutes those who neglect 
to fulfill their promises. This honorable Ayah supports the view that several scholars of the 
Salaf held, that it is necessary to fulfill the promise, regardless of whether the promise 
includes some type of wealth for the person receiving the promise or otherwise. They also 
argue from the Sunnah, with the Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs in which Allah's Messenger 
said, 



» 



« 



(There are three signs for a hypocrite: when he promises, he breaks his promise; when speaks, 
he lies; and when he is entrusted, he betrays.) And in another Hadith in the Sahih, 

» 



« 

(There are four characteristics which if one has all of them, he is the pure hypocrite, and if 
anyone has any of them, he has a characteristic of hypocrisy, until he abandons it.) 3d he 
mentioned breaking the promise among these four characteristics. We mentioned the meaning 
of these two Hadiths in the beginning of the explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, and to Allah is the 
praise and the thanks. Therefore Allah implied this meaning, when He continued His 
admonishment by saying, 



(Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that which you do not do.) Imam Ahmad and Abu 
Dawud recorded that ' Abdullah bin 'Amir bin Rabi'ah said, "Allah's Messenger came to us while 
I was a young boy, and I went out to play. My mother said, ' ' Abdullah! Come, I want to give 
you something.' Allah's Messenger said to her, 

« » 

(What did you want to give him) She said, " Dates.' He said, 

« » 

(If you had not given them to him, it would have been written as a lie in your record.)" Muqatil 
bin Hayyan said, "The faithful believers said, 'If we only knew the dearest good actions to 
Allah, we would perform them.' Thus, Allah told them about the dearest actions to Him, saying, 



(Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His cause in rows) Allah stated what He likes, and they 
were tested on the day of Uhud. However, they retreated and fled, leaving the Prophet 
behind. It was about their case that Allah revealed this Ayah: 



(0 you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do) Allah says here, ' The dearest of 
you to Me, is he who fights in My cause.'" Some said that it was revealed about the gravity of 
fighting in battle, when one says that he fought and endured the battle, even though he did 
not do so. Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that this Ayah was sent down to admonish some people 
who used to say that they killed, fought, stabbed, and did such and such during battle, even 
though they did not do any of it. Sa' id bin Jubayr said about Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His cause in rows (ranks)) "Before Allah's Messenger began 
the battle against the enemy, he liked to line up his forces in rows; in this Surah, Allah teaches 
the believersto do the same." He also said that Allah's statement, 



(as if they were a solid structure.) means, its parts are firmly connected to each other; in rows 
for battle. Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "Firmly connected to each other." Ibn ' Abbas commented 
on the meaning of the Ayah, 



(as if they were a solid structure.) by saying, "They are like a firm structure that does not 
move, because its parts are cemented to each other." 



(5. And when Musa said to his people: "0 my people! Why do you annoy me while you know 
certainly that I am the Messenger of Allah to you So, when they turned away (from the path of 
Allah), Allah turned their hearts away (from the right path). And Allah guides not the people 
who are rebellious.) (6. And (remember) when ' Isa, son of Maryam, said: "0 Children of Israel! I 
am the Messenger of Allah unto you, confirming the Tawrah which came before me, and 
giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad. "But when he 
came to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is plain magic") 



Musa admonishes His People for annoying Him 

Allah states that His servant and Messenger Musa, son of ' Imran, to whom Allah spoke directly, 
said to his people, 



(Why do you annoy me while you know certainly that I am the Messenger of Allah to you) 
meaning, 'why do you annoy me even though you know my truth regarding the Message that I 
brought you' This brings consolation for Allah's Messenger for what the disbelievers among his 
people and others did to him. And it orders him to be patient. This is why he once said, 



» 



« 



(May Allah have mercy with Musa: he was annoyed more than this, yet he was patient.) By it 
believers are prohibited from harming or bothering the Prophet in any way or form. As Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(0 you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Musa, but Allah cleared him of that which 
they alleged, and he was honorable before Allah.) (33:69) And His saying: 



(So, when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts away.), means, when the Jews turned 
away from following the guidance, even though they knew it, Allah turned their hearts away 
from the guidance. Instead, Allah placed doubts, suspicion and failure in their hearts, just as 
He said, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and vision away, as they refused to believe therin for the first 
time, and we shall leave them in their trespassto wander blindly.) And His saying; 



(And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown 
clearly to him, and follows other than the believers' way, We shall keep him in the path he has 
chosen, and enter him in Hell, what an evil destination it is!) (4:115), and, Similarly Allah said; 



(And Allah guides not the people who are rebellious.) (9:24) 



The Good News of ' Isa about Our Prophet and that His Name is 

Ahmad 

Allah said; 



(And when " Isa, son of Maryam, said: "O Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of Allah unto 
you, confirming the Tawrah before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come after 
me, whose name shall be Ahmad.") Msa said, "The Tawrah conveyed the glad tidings of my 
coming, and my coming confirms the truth of the Tawrah. I convey the glad tidings of the 
Prophet who will come after me. He is the unlettered, Makkan, Arab Prophet and Messenger, 
Ahmad." Msa, peace be upon him, is the last and final Messenger from among the Children of 
Israel. He remained among the Children of Israel for a while, conveying the good news of the 
coming of Muhammad, whose name is also Ahmad, the Last and Final Prophet and Messenger. 
After Muhammad, there will be no prophethood or Messengers. How admirable the Hadith is 
that Al-Bukhari collected in his Sahih from Jubayr bin Muf im, who said, "I heard the Messenger 
of Allah say, 



» 



« 

(I have names. I am Muhammad and Ahmad. I am Al-Mahi through whom Allah will eliminate 
disbelief. I am Al-Hashir who will be the first to be resurrected, with the people being 
resurrected Hereafter. I am also AI-'Aqib (i.e., there will be no Prophet after me).") Also 
Muslim collected this Hadith from Az-Zuhri from Jubayr. Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that 
Khalid bin Ma' dan said that some Companions of Allah's Messenger said, "0 Allah's Messenger! 
Tell us about yourself." He said, 



» 



« 

(I am the (result of the) invocation made to Allah from my father Ibrahim and the good news 
* Isa delivered. When my mother was pregnant with me, she had a dream in which she saw a 
light emanating from her that radiated the palaces of Busra in Ash-Sham." This Hadith has a 
good chain of narration that is supported by other similar narrations. Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Al-' Irbad bin Sariyah said, "The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I was written with Allah as the Last and Final of the Prophet, even when Adam was still clay. I 
will tell of the first good news announcing my advent, the (result of the) invocation to Allah 
made from my father Ibrahim, the good news ' Isa conveyed, and the dream that my mother 
saw. The mothers of all Prophets see similar dreams.") Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Umamah said, "I said, ' Allah's Messenger! What was the first good news of your coming' He 
said, 

» 



« 



(The (result of the) invocation to Allah made from my father Ibrahim and the good news ' Isa 
conveyed. My mother saw a light emanating from her that filled the palaces of Ash- Sham in a 
dream.)" Imam Ahmad recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah 
sent eighty men, including * Abdullah bin Mas' ud, Ja' far bin Abi Talib, * Abdullah bin ' Urfutah, 
' Uthman bin Maz' un, Abu Musa, and others, to An-Najashi. The Quraysh sent * Amr bin Al-' As 
and " Umarah bin Al-Walid with a gift for An-Najashi. When they, 'Amr and ' Umarah, came to 
An-Najashi, they prostrated before him and stood to his right and left. ' Amr and ' Umarah said, 
"Some of our cousins migrated to your land; they have abandoned us and our religion." An- 
Najashi said, "Where are they" They said, "They are in your land, so send for them," so An- 
Najashi summoned the Muslims. Ja' far said to the Muslims, "I will be your speaker today." So, 



the Muslims followed Ja' f ar and when he entered on the king he did not prostrate after 
greeting him. They said to Ja'far, "Why do you not prostrate before the king" Ja' f ar said, "We 
only prostrate for Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." They said, "Why" He said, "Allah has 
sent a Messenger to us from Him, who ordered us not to prostrate to anyone except Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored. He also ordered to perform prayer and give charity." ' Amr bin Al- 
x As said, "They contradict your creed about ' Isa, son of Maryam." The king asked, "What do you 
say about ' Isa and his mother Maryam" Ja' f ar said, "We only say what Allah said about him, 
that he is Allah's Word, a soul created by Allah and sent down to the honorable virgin who was 
not touched by a man nor bearing children before." An-Najashi lifted a straw of wood and said, 
"O Ethiopians, monks and priests! By Allah, what they say about ' Isa is no more than what we 
say about him, not even a difference that equals this straw. You are welcomed among us, and 
greetings to him who sent you. I bear witness that he is Allah's Messenger whom we read about 
in the Injil. He is the Prophet who " Isa, son of Maryam, foretold the good news about his 
advent. Live wherever you wish. By Allah, had I not been entrusted with the responsibilities of 
kingship, I would have gone to him, so that I could be honored by carrying his slippers and his 
water for ablution." The king ordered that the gifts of the idolators be returned to them. 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud soon returned and later on participated in the battle of Badr. He said 
that when the Prophet received the news that An-Najashi died, he invoked Allah to forgive 
him. Allah said, 



(But when he came to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is plain magic") this refers to 
Ahmad, who was anticipated, in accordance with the early Scriptures and early generations, 
according to Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Jarir. When the Prophet appeared bringing clear signs, the 
disbelievers and rejecters said, 



(This is plain magic) 



(7. And who does more wrong than the one who invents a lie against Allah, while he is being 
invited to Islam And Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) (8. They intend to put 



out the Light of Allah with their mouths. But Allah will bring His Light to perfection even 
though the disbelievers hate (it).) (9. He it is Who has sent His Messenger with guidance and 
the religion of truth to make it victorious over all religions even though idolators hate (it).) 



The Most Unjust among all People 

Allah said, 



(And who does more wrong than the one who invents a lie against Allah, while he is being 
invited to Islam) meaning, none is more unjust than he who lies about Allah and calls upon 
rivals and associates partners with Him, even while he is being invited to Tawhid and sincerely 
worshipping Him. This is why Allah said, 



(And Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.) Allah said, 



(They intend to put out the Light of Allah with their mouths.) indicating that the disbelievers 
will try to contradict the truth with falsehood. Their attempts are similar to one's attempt to 
extinguish the sun with his mouth, which is impossible. Likewise is the case of their attempt to 
extinguish truth. 3d Allah said, 



(But Allah will bring His Light to perfection even though the disbelievers hate (it). He it is Who 
has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to make it victorious over all 
(other) religions even though the idolators hate (it).) We explained the meanings of similar 
Ayat before, in the Tafsir of Surah Bara'ah. All praise and thanks are due to Allah. 



(10. you who believe! Shall I guide you to a trade that will save you from a painful torment) 
(11. That you believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you strive hard and fight in the 
cause of Allah with your wealth and your lives, that will be better for you, if you but know!) 
(12. (If you do so) He will forgive you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers 
flow, and pleasant dwellings in " Adn (Eternal) Paradise; that is indeed the great success.) (13. 
And also (He will give you) another (blessing) which you love, help from Allah and a near 
victory. And give glad tidings to the believers.) 



The Trade that saves One from the Painful Torment 

We mentioned a Hadith from 'Abdullah bin Salam in that the Companions wanted to ask the 
Prophet of Allah about the best actions with Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, so they could 
practice them. Allah the Exalted sent down this Surah, including this Ayah, 



(Oyou who believe! Shall I guide you to a trade that will save you from a painful torment) Allah 
then explained this great trade that will never fail, the trade that will earn one what he wishes 
and saves him from what he dislikes. Allah the Exalted said, 



(That you believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you strive hard and fight in the cause of 
Allah with your wealth and your lives, that will be better for you, if you but know!) this is 
better than the trade of this life and striving hard for it and amassing it. Allah the Exalted said, 



(He will forgive you your sins,) meaning, ' if you fulfill what I commanded you and guided you 
to, then I will forgive your sins and admit you into the Gardens of Paradise. In them, you will 
have exalted residences and high postitions.' This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(and admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow, and pleasant dwellings in " Adn (Eternal) 
Paradise; that is indeed the great success.) Allah said, 



(And also another (blessing) which you love,) meaning, ' I will grant you more favors that you 
like,' 



(help from Allah and a near victory.) meaning, if you fight in Allah's cause and support His 
religion, He will grant you victory. Allah the Exalted said, 



(0 you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will help you, and make your 
foothold firm.) (47:7), and, 



(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). Truly, Allah is All 9rong, All-Wise.) (22:40) 
Allah's statement, 



(and a near victory.) means, it will come sooner, and this is the increased favor that is earned 
in this life and continues, becoming the delight of the Hereafter. It is for those who obey Allah 
and His Messenger and support Allah and His religion. Allah said; 



(And give glad tidingsto the believers.) 



(14. you who believe! Be you helpers (in the cause) of Allah as said ' Isa, son of Maryam, to 
the Hawariyyin (the disciples): "Who are my helpers (in the cause) of Allah" The Hawariyyun 
said: "We are Allah's helpers" (i.e., we will strive in His cause!). Then a group of the Children of 
Israel believed and a group disbelieved. So, We gave power to those who believed against their 
enemies, and they became the victorious (uppermost).) 



Muslims are always the Natural Supporters of Islam 

Allah the Exalted orders His faithful servants to be Allah's supporters at all times, in all their 
statements and actions, sacrificing their selves and wealth. Allah orders them to accept His and 
His Messenger's call, just as the disciples said to Prophet ' Isa when he said, 



(Who are my helpers (in the cause) of Allah) meaning, 'who will support me in conveying the 
Message of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored' 



(The Hawariyyun said:) in reference to the followers of ' Isa, peace be upon him, 



(We are Allah's helpers) meaning, 'we will support you with regards to the Message you have 
been sent with and will help you convey it.' Whereby, ' Isa sent the disciples to the various 
areas of Ash-Sham to call the Greeks and the Israelites to Islam. Smilarly, during the days of 
Hajj , Allah's Messenger used to ask, 

» 

« 

(Who will support me in conveying the Message of my Lord Verily, the Quraysh have prevented 
me from conveying the Message of my Lord.) Allah the Exalted and Most Honored raised Al-Aws 
and Al-Khazraj to support the Prophet. They were the residents of Al-Madinah who gave the 
pledge to him and supported him, vowing to protect him from mankind and the Jinns if he 
migrated to them. When he migrated to them with his Companions, they fulfilled their vow to 
Allah. This is the reason why Allah and His Messenger called them, Al-Ansar, the Supporters. 
The name became synonymous with them. May Allah be pleased with them and please them, as 
well. 



A Group of the Children of Israel believed in ' Isa and a Group of 

Them disbelieved 

Allah said, 



(Then a group of the Children of Israel believed and a group disbelieved.) When ' Isa, peace be 
on him, conveyed the Message of his Lord to his people and the disciples supported him, a 
group from the Children of Israel believed. They accepted the guidance that 'Isa brought to 
them, while another group, was led astray. This group rejected what 'Isa brought them, 
denied his prophethood and invented terrible lies about him and his mother. They are the 
Jews, may Allah curse them until the Day of Judgement. Another group exaggerated over ' Isa, 
until they elevated him to more than the level of prophethood that Allah gave him. They 



divided into sects and factions, some saying that ' Isa was the son of Allah, while others said 
that he was one in a trinity, and this is why they invoke the father, the son and the holy ghost! 
Some of them said that ' Isa was Allah, as we mentioned in the Tafsir of Surat An-Nisa'. 



Allah gives Victory to the Believing Group 

Allah said, 



(So, We gave power to those who believed against their enemies,) vthat is, 'We gave them 
victory over the group of Christians which defied them,' 



(and they became the victorious (uppermost).) 'over the disbelieving group, when We sent 
Muhammad.' Imam Abu Ja'far bin Jarir At-Tabari reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "When Allah 
decided to raise 'Isa to heaven, 'Isa went to his companions while drops of water were 
dripping from his head. At that time, there were twelve men at the house. ' Isa said to them, 
' Some of you will disbelieve in me twelve times after having believed in me.' He then asked, 
'Who among you volunteers that he be made to resemble me and be killed instead of me; he 
will be with me in my place (in Paradise).' One of the youngest men present volunteered, but 
' Isa commanded him to sit down. ' Isa repeated his statement and the young man again stood 
up and volunteered, and ' Isa again told him to sit down. ' Isa repeated the same statement and 
the young man volunteered. This time, ' Isa said, 'Then it will be you.' The appearance of ' Isa 
was cast upon that young man, while ' Isa, peace be on him, was raised to heaven through an 
opening in the roof of the house. The Jews came looking for ' Isa and arrested the one that 
appeared as him, killing him by crucifixion. Some of them disbelieved in 'Isa twelve times, 
after they had believed in him. They divided into three groups. One group, Al-Ya' qubiyyah (the 
Jacobites), said, ' Allah remained with us as much as He willed and then ascended to heaven.' 
Another group, An-Nasturiyyah (the Nestorians), said, ' Allah's son remained with us as much as 
Allah willed and He then rasied him up to heaven.' A third group said, 'Allah's servant and 
Messenger remained with us as much as Allah willed and then Allah raised him up to Him.' The 
last group was the Muslim group. The two disbelieving groups collaborated against the Muslim 
group and annihilated it. Islam remained unjustly concealed until Allah sent Muhammad , 



(Then a group of the Children of Israel believed and a group disbelieved.) This Ayah refers to 
the group among the Children of Israel that disbelieved and the group that believed, during the 
time of ' Isa, 



(So, We gave power to those who believed against their enemies, and they became the 
victorious (uppermost).) through the victory that Muhammad gained over the religion of the 
disbelievers, which brought the dominance of their religion." This is the wording in his book for 
the Tafsir of this honorable Ayah. Similarly, An-Nasa'i collected this statement of Ibn ' Abbas in 
his Sunan. Therefore, the Ummah of Muhammad will always be prevalent on the truth until 
Allah's command (the Final Hour) commences, while they are on this path. The last group of 
them will fight against Ad-Dajjal along with " Isa, peace be on him, according to Hadiths in the 
authentic collections. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat As-Saff. All praise and thanks are 
due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Jumif ah (Chapter - 62) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-Jumu ah 

Ibn 'Abbas and Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger used to recite Surat Al-Jumu"ah 
and Surat Al-Munafiqin during the Friday Prayer. Muslim collected this Hadith in hisSahih. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah -- the King, the 
Holy, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (2. He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger 
from among themselves, reciting to them His Ayat, purifying them, and teaching them the Book 
and the Hikmah. And verily, they had been before in manifest error.) (3. And others among 
them who have not yet joined them. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (4. That is the 
grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is the Owner of mighty grace.) 



Everything praises and glorifies Allah Allah states that everything in 

the heavens and the earth glorifies His praises, including all types 

of living creatures and inanimate objects. 

Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(Glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise) (17:44) Allah said, 



(the King, the Holy,) meaning that He is the Owner and King of the heavens and the earth Who 
has perfect control over their affairs. He is the Holy, free of all shortcomings, His attributes 
are perfect, 



(the Almighty, the All-Wise.) whose explanation is already discussed in many places. 

The Favor that Allah granted by sending Muhammad 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from among themselves,) the word 
' unlettered' here refersto the Arabs. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(And say to those who were given the Scripture and those who are illiterates: "Do you submit 
yourselves If they do, they are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your duty is only to convey 
the message; and Allah is All-Seer of (His) servants.) (3:20) Mentioning the unlettered ones in 
specific here does not mean that Muhammad was only sent to them, because the blessing to 
the Arabs is greater than that of other nations. In another Ayah, Allah said, 



(And verily, this is indeed a Reminder for you and your people) (43:44). Surely, the Qur'an is 
also a reminder for those other than Arabsto take heed. Allah the Exalted said, 



(And warn your tribe of near kindred.) (26:214) These Ayat do not negate Allah's statements, 



(Say: "0 mankind! verily, I am sent to you all asthe Messenger of Allah.) (7:158), and, 



(that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.) (6:19) and in His statement 
about the Qur'an, 



(But those of the groups that reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place.) (11:17) 
There are other Ayat that indicate that his Message is universal. He, may Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him, was sent to all people, mankind and the Jinns alike. We mentioned this 
meaning before in Surat Al-An'am producing various Ayat and Hadiths. All praise and thanks 
are to due to Allah. This Ayah testifies that Allah has indeed accepted the invocation of His 
friend Ibrahim when he supplicated Allah to send a Messenger to the people of Makkah from 
among them their own. One who will recite to them Allah's statements, purify them and teach 
them the Book and the Hikmah. So, Allah -- all praise and thanks be to Him -- sent him when 
the Messengers ceased and the way was obscure. Indeed it was a time when it was most 
needed. Especially since Allah hated the people of the earth, Arabs and non-Arabs alike, 
except for a few of the People of the Scripture, who kept to the true faith Allah the Exalted 
sent to x Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him. This is why Allah said, 



(He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from among themselves, reciting to 
them His Ayat, purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Hikmah. And verily, they 
had been before in manifest error.) In ancient times, the Arabs used to adhere by the religion 
of Ibrahim, peace be upon him. They later changed, corrupted and contradicted it, choosing 



polytheism instead of Tawhid and doubts instead of certainty. They invented a religion that 
Allah did not legislate, just as the People of the Scriptures did when they changed and 
corrupted their Divine Books. Allah sent Muhammad , with a great divine legislation, perfect 
religion that is suitable for all humans and Jinns. In it, there is guidance and explanations of all 
that they need in this life and the Hereafter. It draws them closer to Paradise and Allah's 
pleasure and takes them away from the Fire and earning Allah's anger. In it, there is the final 
judgement for all types of doubts and suspicion for all major and minor matters of the religion. 
In Muhammad , Allah gathered all the good qualities of the Prophets before him, and gave him 
what He has never given the earlier and later generations of mankind. May Allah's peace and 
blessings be on Muhammad until the Day of Judgement. 



Muhammad is the Messenger to Arabs and Non- Arabs alike 

Allah said, 



(And others among them who have not yet joined them. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.) 
Imam Abu 'Abdullah Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy upon him, recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said, "We were sitting with the Prophet , when Surat Al-Jumu' ah was revealed to him; 



(And others among them who have not yet joined them.) They said, ' Who are they, Allah's 
Messenger' The Prophet did not reply until they repeated the question thrice. At that time, 
Salman Al-Farisi was with us. 3d Allah's Messenger placed his hand on Salman, saying, 



» 



« 



(If faith were on Ath-Thurayya (Pleiades), even then some men or a man from these people 
would attain it.)" Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa' i, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir collected this 
Hadith. This Hadith indicates that Surat Al-Jumu'ah was revealed in Al-Madinah and that the 
Messenger's Message is universal. The Prophet explained Allah's statement, 



(And others among them) by mentioning Persia. This is why the Prophet sent messages to the 
kings of Persia and Rome, among other kings, calling them to Allah the Exalted and to follow 
what he was sent with. This is why Mujahid and several others said that Allah's statement, 



(And others among them who have not yet joined them.) refers to all non-Arabs who believe in 
the truth of the Prophet. Allah's statement, 



(And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.) asserts that He is Almighty and All-Wise in His 
legislation and the destiny He appoints. Allah's statement, 



(That is the grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is the Owner of 
mighty grace.) refers to the great prophethood that He granted Muhammad and the qualities 
that He favored his Ummah with, by sending Muhammad to them. 



(5. The likeness of those who were entrusted with the Tawrah, but did not carry it, is as the 
likeness of a donkey which carries huge burdens of books. How bad is the example of people 
who deny the Ayat of Allah. And Allah does not guide the people who are wrongdoers.) (6. Say: 
"Oyou Jews! If you pretend that you are friends of Allah, to the exclusion of (all) other people, 



then long for death if you are truthful.") (7. But they will never long for it, because of what 
their hands have sent before them! And Allah knows well the wrongdoers.) (8. Say: "Verily, the 
death from which you flee, will surely meet you, then you will be sent back to the Knower of 
the unseen and the seen, and He will inform you about what you used to do.") 



Admonishing the Jews and challenging Them to wish for Death 

Allah the Exalted admonishes the Jews who were entrusted with the Tawrah and were ordered 
to abide by it. However, they did not abide by it, and this is why Allah resembled them to the 
donkey that carries volumes of books. Surely, when the donkey carries books, it will not 
understand what these books contain because it is only carrying these books using its strength. 
This is the example of those who were entrusted with the Tawrah; they read its letter but did 
not understand its meanings nor abided by them. Rather, they even corrupted and changed the 
Tawrah. Therefore, they are worse than the donkey, because the donkey cannot understand. 
They, on the other hand, could have understood using their minds, but their minds were of no 
benefit. This is why Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah, 



(They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! They are the heedless.) (7:179), and said, 



(How bad is the example of people who deny the Ayat of Allah. And Allah does not guide the 
people who are wrongdoers.) Allah the Exalted said, 



(Say: "0 you Jews! If you pretend that you are friends of Allah, to the exclusion of other 
people, then long for death if you are truthful.") meaning, 'if you claim that you are on the 
correct guidance and that Muhammad and his Companions are being led astray, then invoke 
Allah to bring death to the misguided group among the two, if you are truthful in your claim.' 
Allah said, 



(But they will never long for it, because of what their hands have sent before them!) meaning 
because of the disbelief, injustice and sinsthat they commit, 



(And Allah knows well the wrongdoers.) We mentioned this challenge to the Jews before in 
Surat Al-Baqarah, where Allah said, 



(Say: "If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is indeed for you specially and not for others, of 
mankind, then long for death if you are truthful." But they will never long for it because of 
what their hands have sent forth before them. And Allah is Aware of the wrongdoers. And 
verily, you will find them the greediest of mankind for life and (even greedier) than those who 
ascribe partners to Allah. One of them wishes that he could be given a life of a thousand years. 
But the grant of such life will not save him even a little from punishment. And Allah is Seer of 
what they do.) (2:94-96) We explained these meaningsthere, stating that the challenge was for 
the Jews to invoke Allah to destroy the misguided group, either they or their enemies. We also 
mentioned a similar challenge against the Christians in Surah Al x Imran, 



(Then whoever disputes with you concerning him ' Isa after (all this) knowledge that has come 
to you, say: "Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves 
and yourselves -- then we pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon those who lie. ")(3: 61 ) and 
against the idolators, in Surah Maryam, 



(Say whoever is in error, the Most Gracious will extend circumstances for him.)(19:75) Imam 
Ahmad, may Allah be pleased with him recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Abu Jahl, may Allah 
curse him, said, " If I see Muhammad praying at the Ka* bah, I will step on his neck.' When the 
Prophet heard of that, he said, 

» 



« 



(Had he done so, the angels would have snatched him away in public. Had the Jews wished for 
death, they would all have perished and saw their seats in Hellfire. Had those accepted for 
invoking the curse of Allah with Allah's Messenger, they would not have found families or 
property when they returned home.)" Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i recorded it. His 
saying; 



(Say: "Verily, the death from which you flee will surely meet you, then you will be sent back to 
the Knower of the unseen and the seen, and He will inform you about what you used to do.") is 
like His saying in Surat An-Nisa': 



(Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if you are in fortresses built up strong 
and high.) 



(9. you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the Salah on Al-Jumif ah (Friday), then 
hasten (Fas' aw) to the remembrance of Allah and leave off business. That is better for you if 
you did but know!) (10. Then when the Salah is complete, you may disperse through the land, 
and seek the bounty of Allah, and remember Allah much, that you may be successful.) 



Al-Jumif ah (Friday), and the Orders and Etiquette for Friday 

Friday is called Al-Jumu'ah because it is derived from Al-Jarrf , literally, gathering. The people 
of Islam gather weekly, on every Friday in the major places of worship. It was during Friday 
when Allah finished the creation, the sixth day, during which Allah created the heavens and 
earth. During Friday, Allah created Adam, and he was placed in Paradise, and ironically, it was 
a Friday when he was taken out of Paradise. It will be on a Friday when the Last Hour will 
commence. There is an hour during Friday, wherein no faithful servant asks Allah for something 
good, but Allah will give him what he asked for. All of this is based upon Hadiths in the 
authenic collections. In the ancient language Friday was called, 'Arubah. It is a fact that 
previous nations were informed about Friday, but they were led astray from it. The Jews chose 
Saturday for their holy day, but Adam was not created on Saturday. The Christians chose 
Sunday, which is the day the creation was initiated. Allah chose Friday for this Ummah, 
because it is the day the creation was finished. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(We are the last (to come) but the first on the Day of Resurrection, though the former nations 
were given the Scriptures before us. And this was their day (Friday) the celebration of which 
was made compulsory for them, but they differed about it. So, Allah gave us guidance to it, 
and all other people are coming after us: the Jews tomorrow and the Christians the day after 
tomorrow." This isthe wording of Al-Bukhari in another narration of Muslim; 

» 



« 



(Allah diverted those who were before us from Friday. For the Jews there was Saturday, and 
for the Christians there was Sunday. Allah then brought us and guided us to Friday. He made 
them; Friday, Saturday and Sunday, and it is in this order they will come after us on the Day of 
Resurrection. We are the last of among the people of this world and the first among the 
created to be judged on the Day of Resurrection.) 



Necessity of the Remembrance of Allah on Friday, by attending the 

Kh ut bah and the Prayer 

Allah commanded the believersto gather to worship Him on Friday, 



(0 you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the Salah on Al-Jumu'ah (Friday), then 
hasten (Fas' aw) to the remembrance of Allah) meaning, go to it and head for it. The meaning 
of Sa' y (hasten) here does not refer to walking quickly. It only refers to the importance of it. 
" Umar bin Al-Khattab and Ibn Mas' ud - may Allah be pleased with them - recited it; ( 

) ("Then proceed to the remembrance of Allah.") As for walking in haste to the prayer, 
that was indeed prohibited, since it was recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah that 
the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(When you hear the Iqamah, proceed to offer the prayer with calmness and solemnity and do 
not rush. And pray whatever you catch, and complete whatever you have missed.) This is the 
wording with Al-Bukhari. Abu Qatadah said, "While we were praying behind the Messenger of 
Allah he heard commotion. At the end of the prayer, the Prophet said; 

« » 

(What is the matter with you) They said, ' We hastened to the prayer.' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Don't do that. When you come for prayer, there should be tranquility upon you. Pray what 
remains of the prayer and complete what you have missed.)" The Two Sahihs collected this 
Hadith. Al-Hasan commented, "By Allah! Hastening to the prayer is not accomplished by the 
feet. Indeed they were prohibited from coming to prayer without tranquility and dignity. 
Rather it is about the hearts, the intention, and the submission." Qatadah said, 



"(then hasten to the remembrance of Allah) means that you have to hasten to the prayer with 
your heart and actions, and walk to it." It is recommended for those coming to the Friday 
prayer to perform Ghusl (taking bath) before they come. It is collected in the Two Sahihs that 
' Abdullah bin ' Umar said that Allah's Messenger said, 

« » 

(When one of you comes to the Friday prayer, then let him perform bath.) The Two Sahihs 
recorded that Abu Sa' id said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Ghusl on the day of Jumu' ah is Wajib (required) from every Muhtalim. ) Abu Hurayrah 
narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 



» 
« 

(It is Allah's right on every Muslim to bathe during every seven days, by washing his head and 
body.) Muslim collected this Hadith. Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 

« 

(Within every seven days, every Muslim man has the obligation to perform Ghusl at least one 
day, the day of Jumu' ah.) Ahmad, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Hibban collected this Hadith. 



Virtues of Jumu ah 

Imam Ahmad recorded that * Aws bin " Aws Ath-Thaqafi said that he heard Allah's Messenger 
say, 



» 



« 

(Whoever performs Ghusl (well) on the day of Jumu' ah, leaves early, walking not riding, and 
sits close to the Imam and listens without talking, will earn the reward of fasting and 
performing standing (in prayer) for an entire year for every step he takes.) This Hadith has 
various chains of narration, the compilers of the Four Sunan collected it, and At-Tirmidhi 
graded it Hasan. The Two Sahihs also recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Any person who takes a bath on Friday like the bath for sexual impurity and then goes for the 
prayer in the first hour, it is as if he had sacrificed a camel. Whoever goes in the second hour, 
it is as if he had sacrificed a cow. Whoever goes in the third hour, then it is as if he had 
sacrificed a horned ram. If one goes in the fourth hour, then it is as if he had sacrificed a hen. 
Whoever goes in the fifth hour, then it is as if he had offered an egg. When the Imam appears, 
the angels present themselves to listen to Allah's remembrance.) It is recommended that one 
cleans his body, performs Ghusl, wears his best clothes, applies perfume and uses Swak (tooth 
stick) for Jumu' ah. We mentioned that Abu Sa' id narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Ghusl on the day of Jumu' ah is Wajib (required) from every Muhtalim and also using Swak and 
applying some of his household's perfume.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari 
said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, w 



» 



« 

(Whoever performs Ghusl on Friday and applies perfume, if he has any, wears his best clothes, 
then goes to the Masjid and performs voluntary prayer, if he wishes, does not bother anyone, 
listens when the Imam appears until he starts the prayer. Then all of this will be an expiation 
for whatever occurs between that Friday and the next Friday.) Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah 



recorded in their Sunans that 'Abdullah bin Salam said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
say, while on the Minbar: 

» 

« 

(What harm would it cause if one of you bought two garments for the day of Jumu' ah, other 
than the garment he wears daily) " A'ishah said that during a speech he gave on a Friday when 
he saw people wearing Nimar garments, the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(When one of you has wealth, he should keep two garments for Friday, other than the two 
garments he has for his daily wear.) Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. 



The Meaning of the Call in the Ayah is the Adhan that precedes the 

Khutbah 

Allah said, 



(When the call is proclaimed for the Salah on Friday,) referring to the Adhan which was called, 
during the time of the Prophet , when he came out of his house and sat on the Minbar. The 
Adhan would be called before the Prophet near the door of the Masjid. As for the earlier Adhan 
that the Leader of the faithful, 'Uthman bin Affan added, it was done because the Muslims 
increased in number during his time. Al-Bukhari recorded that As-Sa'ib bin Yazid said, "In the 
lifetime of the Prophet , Abu Bakr and ' Umar, the Adhan for the Friday prayer was pronounced 
while the Imam sat on the pulpit. But during ' Uthman's later time when the Muslims increased 
in number, an additional call was pronouced upon Az-Zawra', meaning the Adhan was called 
upon the house which was called Az-Zawra'" Az-Zawra' was the tallest house in Al-Madinah near 
the Masjid. 

Prohibiting buying and selling after the Call on Friday, and the 
Exhortation to seek Provisions after it 

Allah said, 



(and leave off business.) means, hastening to the remembrance of Allah and abandoning 
business, when the call to the Friday prayer is made. Therefore, the scholars of Islam agree, it 
is prohibited for Muslims to engage in business transactions after the second Adhan. Allah's 
statement, 



(That is better for you if you did but know!) means, 'your abandoning buying and selling, and 
instead, corcentrating your attention to Allah's remembrance and the prayer are better for you 
in this life and the Hereafter, if you but knew.' Allah's statement, 



(Then when the Salah is complete,) means, when the Friday prayer is finished, 



(you may disperse through the land, and seek the bounty of Allah,) After Allah forbade Muslims 
from working after hearing the Adhan and ordered them to gather for the Friday prayer, He 
allowed them to spread throughout the earth and seek bounty after the prayer is finished. Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that when the Friday prayer finished, ' Irak bin Malik would stand by the 
gate of the Masjid and invoke Allah, saying, "0 Allah! I have accepted and complied with Your 
Call, performed the prayer You ordered and dispersed as You ordered me. Therefore, grant me 
of Your favor and You are the best of those who grant provisions." Allah's statement, 



(and remember Allah much, that you may be successful.) means, while you are buying and 
selling, giving and taking, remember Allah much and do not let this life busy you from what 
benefits you in the Hereafter. There is a Hadith that states, 



» 



« 

(Whoever enters a marketplace and says, "La ilaha illallah, He is alone without partners, His is 
the sovreignty and His is the praise, and He is Able to do all things." Then Allah will record a 
thousand-thousand (a million) good deeds for him and will erase a thousand-thousand evil 
deeds.) Mujahid said, "A servant (of Allah) will not be among those who remember Allah often, 
until he does so while standing, sitting and lying down." 



(11. And when they see some merchandise or some amusement, they disperse headlong to it, 
and leave you standing. Say: "That which Allah has is better than any amusement or 
merchandise! And Allah isthe best of providers.") 



The Prohibition of leaving the Masjid while the Imam is delivering 

the Friday Sermon 

criticizes what happened during one Friday sermon, when a caravan arrived at Al-Madinah and 
the people rushed out to the merchandise. Allah said, 



(And when they see some merchandise or some amusement, they disperse headlong to it, and 
leave you standing.) meaning, on the Minbar, delivering the Khutbah. Several of the TabPin 
said this, such as Abu Al-' Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Zayd bin Aslam and Qatadah. Muqatil bin Hayyan 
said that the caravan belonged to Dihyah bin Khalifah before he became a Muslim, and there 
were drums accompanying it. So they rushed to the caravan and left Allah's Messenger standing 
on the Minbar. Only a few remained, according to the authentic Hadith that Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Jabir said, "Once, a caravan arrived at Al-Madinah while Allah's Messenger was 
giving a Khutbah. So, the people left, and only twelve men remained with the Messenger . 
Then Allah sent down this Ayah, 



(And when they see some merchandise or some amusement, they disperse headlong to it,)" The 
Two Sahihs also recorded this Hadith. Allah's statement, 



(And leave you standing.) proves that the Imam should deliver the speech on Friday while 
standing. In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that Jabir bin Samurah said, "(During Jumu'ah,) 
the Prophet gave two speeches, and he used to sit between them. The Prophet would recite 
the Qur'an and remind the people (of Allah)." Allah's statement, 



(Say: "That which Allah has...") meansthe reward that iswith Allah in the Hereafter, 



(is better than any amusement or merchandise! And Allah is the best of providers.) means, for 
those who trust in Him and seek His provisions when they are allowed to do so. This is the end 
of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Jumu* ah. All praise and thanks are due to Allah and from Him comes 
the success and immunity from error. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Munafiqun 

(Chapter - 63) 
Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When the hypocrites come to you, they say: "We bear witness that you are indeed the 
Messenger of Allah." Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger, and Allah bears witness 
that the hypocrites are liars indeed.) (2. They have made their oaths a screen. Thus they 
hinder (others) from the path of Allah. Verily, evil is what they used to do.) (3. That is because 
they believed, and then disbelieved; therefore their hearts are sealed, so they understand 
not.) (4. And when you look at them, their bodies please you; and when they speak, you listen 
to their words. They are as blocks of wood propped up. They think that every cry is against 
them. They are the enemies, so beware of them. May Allah curse them! How are they denying 
the right path) 

The Case of the Hypocrites and their Behavior 

Allah the Exalted states that the hypocrites pretended to be Muslims when they went to the 
Prophet . In reality, they were not Muslims, but rather the opposite. This is why Allah the 
Exalted said, 



(When the hypocrites come to you, they say: "We bear witness that you are indeed the 
Messenger of Allah.") meaning, 'when the hypocrites come to you, they announce this 
statement and pretend to believe in it.' Allah informs that there is no substance to their 
statement, and this is why He said, 



(Allah knowsthat you are indeed His Messenger,) then said, 



(And Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are liars indeed.) meaning, their claims, even 
though it is true about the Prophet. But they did not believe inwardly in what they declared 
outwardly, and this is why Allah declared their falsehood about their creed. Allah's statement, 



(They have made their oaths a screen. Thus they hinder (others) from the path of Allah.) 
meaning, the hypocrites shield themselves from Muslims when they falsely and sinfully swear to 
be what they are not in reality. Some Muslims were deceived because they did not know their 
falsehood, and thus, thought that they were Muslims. Same Muslims believed what hypocrites 



say and even imitated them in their outward behavior. However, inwardly, hypocrites seek the 
destruction of Islam and its people, and this is why trusting them might bring great harm to 
many people. This is why Allah said next, 



(Thus they hinder (others) from the path of Allah. Verily, evil is what they used to do.) Allah 
said, 



(That is because they believed, and then disbelieved; therefore their hearts are sealed, so they 
understand not.) meaning, He has decreed them to be hypocrites because they reverted from 
faith to disbelief and exchanged guidance for misguidance. Therefore, Allah stamped and 
sealed their hearts and because of it, they cannot comprehend the guidance, nor any goodness 
can reach their hearts. Truly, their hearts neither understand, nor attain guidance. Allah said, 



(And when you look at them, their bodies please you; and when they speak, you listen to their 
words.) meaning, hypocrites have a graceful outer appearance and are eloquent. When one 
hearsthem speak, he will listen to their eloquent words, even though hypocrites are truly weak 
and feeble, full of fear, fright and cowardice. Allah's statement, 



(They think that every cry is against them.) means, every time an incident occurs or something 
frightening happens, they think that it is headed their way. This is indicative of their 
cowardice, just as Allah said about them, 



(Being miserly towards you then when fear comes, you will see them looking to you, their eyes 
revolving like (those of) one over whom hovers death; but when the fear departs, they will 
smite you with sharp tongues, miserly towards good. Such have not believed. Therefore Allah 
makes their deeds fruitless and that is ever easy for Allah.) (33:19) They are shapes that do not 
have much substance, and this is why Allah said, 



(They are the enemies, so beware of them. May Allah curse them! How are they denying the 
right path) means, how they are being led astray to the misguidance, away from the guidance. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Hypocrites have certain signs that they are known by. Their greeting is really a curse, their 
food is from stealing and the war booty they collect is from theft. They shun the Masjid and 
they do not come to the prayer but at its end. They are arrogant; it is neither easy for them to 
blend in, nor it is easy for people to blend with them. They are like pieces of wood by night 
and are noisy by day.) 



(5. And when it is said to them: "Come, so that the Messenger of Allah may ask forgiveness from 
Allah for you," they twist their heads, and you would see them turning away their faces in 
pride.) (6. It is equal to them whether you ask forgiveness or ask not forgiveness for them, 
Allah will never forgive them. Verily, Allah guides not the people who are the rebellious.) (7. 
They are the ones who say: "Spend not on those who are with Allah's Messenger, until they 
desert him." And to Allah belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth, but the hypocrites 
comprehend not.) (8. They say: "If we return to Al-Madinah, indeed the more honorable will 
expel therefrom the weaker." But Al-' Izzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to the 
believers, but the hypocrites know not.) 



Hypocrites are not interested to ask the prophet to ask Allah to 

forgive Them 

Allah the Exalted states about the hypocrites, may Allah curse them, 



(And when it is said to them: "Come, so that the Messenger of Allah may ask forgiveness from 
Allah for you," they twist their heads,) meaning, they turn away, ignoring this call in arrogance, 
belitt- ling what they are invited to. This iswhy Allah the Exalted said, 



(and you would see them turning away their faces in pride.) Allah punished them for this 
behavior, saying, 



(It is equal to them whether you ask forgiveness or ask not forgiveness for them, Allah will 
never forgive them. Verily, Allah guides not the people who are the rebellious.) As Allah said in 
Surat Bara'ah, and a discussion preceded there, and here we will present some of the Hadiths 
reported that are related to it. Several of the Salaf mentioned that this entire passage was 
revealed in the case of * Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul, as we will soon mention, Allah willing and 
our trust and reliance are on Him. In his book, As-Srah, Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "After the 
battle of Uhud ended, the Prophet returned to Al- Mad in ah. 'Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul -- as 
Ibn Shihab narrated to me -- would stand up every Friday, without objection from anyone 
because he was a chief of his people, when the Prophet would sit on the Minbar, just before he 
delivered the Jurmu' ah Khutbah to the people. ' Abdullah bin Ubay would say, ' people! This 
is the Messenger of Allah with you. Allah has honored us by sending him and gave you might 
through him. Support him, honor him and listen to and obey him.' He would then sit down. So 
after the battle of Uhud, even after he did what he did, that is, returning to Al-Madinah with a 
third of the army, he stood up to say the same words. But the Muslims held on to his clothes 
and said to him, ' St down, enemy of Allah! You are not worthy to stand after you did what 
you did.' ' Abdullah went out of the Masjid crossing people's lines and saying, ' By Allah, it is as 
if I said something awful when I wanted to support him.' Some men from Al-Ansar met him at 
the gate of the Masjid and asked him what happened. He said, ' I just stood up to support him 
and some men, his Companions, jumped at me, pulled me back and admonished me, as if what 
I said was an awful thing; I merely wanted to support him.' They said to him, ' Woe to you! Go 
back so that Allah's Messenger asks Allah to forgive you.' He said, ' By Allah, I do not wish that 
he ask Allah to forgive me.'" Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "This Ayah was revealed about 
'Abdullah bin Ubay. A young relative of his went to Allah's Messenger and conveyed to him an 
awful statement that 'Abdullah said. The Messenger called 'Abdullah, who swore by Allah that 
he did not say anything. The Ansar went to that boy and admonished him. However, Allah sent 
down what you hear about 'Abdullah's case and Allah's enemy was told, 'Go to Allah's 
Messenger,' but he turned his head away, saying that he will not do it." Muhammad bin Ishaq 
said that Muhammad bin Yahya bin Hibban, 'Abdullah bin Abi Bakr and 'Asim bin ' Umar bin 
Qatadah narrated to him the story of Bani Al-Mustaliq. They said that while the Messenger of 
Allah was in that area, Jahjah bin Sa' id Al-Ghifari, a hired hand for ' Umar, and Snan bin Wabr 
fought over the water source. Snan called out, "O Ansar", while Al-Jahjah called, "0 Muhaj irin!" 
Zayd bin Arqam and several Ansar men were sitting with 'Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul at that 
time. When 'Abdullah heard what happened, he said, "They are bothering us in our land. By 
Allah, the parable of us and these foolish Quraysh men, is the parable that goes, ' Feed your 
dog until it becomes strong, and it will eat you.' By Allah, when we go back to Al-Madinah, the 
most mighty will expel the weak from it." He then addressed his people who were sitting with 
him, saying to them, "What have you done to yourselves You let them settle in your land and 
shared your wealth with them. By Allah, if you abandon them, they will have to move to 
another area other than yours." Zayd bin Arqam heard these words and conveyed them to 
Allah's Messenger . Zayd was a young boy then. ' Umar bin Al-Khattab was with the Messenger 
and he said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Order ' Abbad bin Bishr to cut off his head at his neck." The 
Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



(What if people started saying that Muhammad kills his companions, ' Umar No. However, 
order the people to start the journey (back to Al-Madinah).) When ' Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul 
was told that his statement reached Allah's Prophet , he went to him and denied saying it. He 
swore by Allah that he did not utter the statement that Zayd bin Arqam conveyed. 'Abdullah 
bin Ubay was a chief of his people and they said, "0 Allah's Messenger! May be the young boy 
merely guessed and did not hear what was said correctly." Allah's Messenger started the 
journey at an unusual hour of the day and was met by Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, who greeted him 
acknowledging his prophet hood. Usayd said, "By Allah! You are about to begin the journey at an 
unusual time." The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Did not the statement of your friend, Ibn Ubay reach you He claimed that when he returns to 
Al-Madinah, the mighty one will expel the weak one out of it.) Usayd said, "Indeed, you are the 
mighty one, Allah's Messenger, and he is the disgraced one." Usayd said, "Take it easy with 
him, Allah's Messenger! By Allah, when Allah brought you to us, we were about to gather the 
pearls (of a crown) so that we appoint him king over us. He thinks that you have rid him of his 
kingship." The Messenger of Allah traveled with the people until the night fell, then the rest of 
the night until the beginning of the next day and then set camp with the people. He wanted to 
busy them from talking about what had happened. The minute people felt the ground under 
their feet, they went to sleep and Surat Al-Munafiqin was revealed. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al- 
Bayhaqi recorded that Jabir bin ' Abdullah said, "We were in a battle with Allah's Messenger and 
a man from the Emigrants kicked an Ansari man. The Ansari man called out, '0 Ansar!' and the 
Emigrant called out, '0 Emigrants!' Allah's Messenger heard that and said, 

« » 

(What is this call of Jahiliyyah Abandon it because it is offensive.) 'Abdullah bin Ubay heard 
that and said, ' Have they (the Emigrants) done so By Allah, if we return to Al-Madinah, surely, 
the more honorable will expel therefrom the meaner.' The Ansar at that time, were more 
numerous that the Emigrants when the Messenger of Allah came to Al-Madinah, but later on the 
Emigrants imcreased in number. When this statement reached the Prophet , ' Umar got up and 
said, * O Allah's Messenger! Let me chop off the head of this hypocrite!' The Prophet said: 

» 

« 

(Leave him, lest the people say that Muhammad kills his companions.)" Imam Ahmad, Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. * Ikrimah and Ibn Zayd and others said that when the 
Prophet and his Companions went back to Al-Madinah,' Abdullah, the son of 'Abdullah bin Ubay 
bin Salul, remained by the gate of Al-Madinah holding his sword. People passed by him as they 
returned to Al-Madinah, and then his father came. 'Abdullah, son of 'Abdullah, said to his 
father, "Stay where you are," and his father asked what the matter was His son said, "By Allah! 
You will enter through here until the Messenger of Allah allows you to do so, for he is the 
honorable one and you are the disgraced." When the Messenger of Allah came by, and he used 



to be in the last lines, " Abdullah bin Ubay complained to him about his son and his son said, "By 
Allah, Allah's Messenger! He will not enter it until you say so." The Messenger gave his 
permission to ' Abdullah bin Ubay and his son said, "Enter, now that the Messenger of Allah gave 
you his permission." In his Musnad, Abu Bakr ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr Al-Humaydi recorded from 
Abu Harun Al-Madani that 'Abdullah, the son of " Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul, said to his father, 
"You will never enter Al-Madinah unless and until you say, ' Allah's Messenger is the honorable 
one and I am the disgraced." When the Prophet came, ' Abdullah, son of " Abdullah bin Ubay bin 
Salul said to him, "0 Allah's Messenger! I was told that you have decided to have my father 
executed. By He Who has sent you with Truth, I never looked straight to his face out of respect 
for him. But if you wish, I will bring you his head, because I would hate to see the killer of my 
father." 



(9. you who believe! Let not your properties or your children divert you from the 
remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does that, then they are the losers.) (10. And spend of 
that with which We have provided you before death comes to one of you, and he says: "My 
Lord! If only You would give me respite for a little while, then I should give Sadaqah from my 
wealth, and be among the righteous.) (11. And Allah grants respite to none when his appointed 
time comes. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) 



The Importance of not being too concerned with the Matters of the 
Worldly Life, and being Charitable before Death 

Allah the Exalted orders His faithful servants to remember Him frequently and to refrain from 
being distracted from His remembrance by indulging in their properties and children 
excessively. Allah informs them that those who engage in this life, its delights and attributes 
and were busied from the obedience and remembrance of Allah, for which they were created, 
will be among the losers. They will lose themselves and their families on the Day of 
Resurrection. Allah encouragesthe believersto spend in Hiscause, 



(And spend of that with which We have provided you before death comesto one of you, and he 
says: "My Lord! If only You would give me respite for a little while, then I should give Sadaqah 
from my wealth, and be among the righteous.) Surely, every person who fell into shortcomings 
will regret it by the time of his death and will ask for respite, even a short period, so that he 
does better and attains what he missed. No, rather what occurred, has occurred and what is 
coming, shall indeed come. Each will be held accountable for his mistakes. As for the 
disbelievers, they will be as All ah said about them, 



(And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them; then the wrongdoers 
will say:"Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your call and follow the 
Messengers!" (It will be said): "Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave.") 
(14:44), and, 



(Until, when death comesto one of them, he says: "My Lord! send me back. 3d that I may do 
good in that which I have left behind!" No! It is but a word that he speaks; and behind them is 
Barzakh (a barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected.) (23:99-100) Then Allah said; 



(And Allah grants respite to none when his appointed time comes. And Allah is All-Aware of 
what you do.) meaning, when the time of death comes, no one will be granted respite. Surely, 
HSe is the Most Knowledgeable and t an what they did before. Allah said, 



(And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Munafiqun. All 
praise and thanks are due to Allah, and all success and immunity from error come from Him. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Taghabun 

(Chapter - 64) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah or Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah. His is the 
dominion, and to Him belongs the praise, and He is Able to do all things.) (2. He it is Who 
created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers. And Allah is All- 
Seer of what you do.) (3. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth, and He shaped 
you and made good your shapes. And to Him is the return.) (4. He knows what is in the heavens 
and on earth, and He knows what you conceal and what you reveal. And Allah is the All-Knower 
of what is in the breasts.) 



Praising Allah and mentioning His Creation and Knowledge 

This is the last Surah among Al-Musabbihat. We mentioned before that all creatures praise the 
glory of Allah, their Creator and Owner. Allah the Exalted said, 



(His is the dominion, and to Him belongs the praise,) meaning, He is the One Who has control 
over all creation, the One praised for all He created and decreed. Allah's statement, 



(and He is Able to do all things.) means that whatever He wills occurs without resistance, and 
whatever He does not will, never occurs. Allah said, 



(He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers.) 
meaning, Allah created you with these characteristics and He willed that for you. Therefore, 
there will be believers and disbelievers. Surely, Allah is the One Who sees those who deserve 
guidance and those who deserve misguidance. He is the Witness over His servant's deeds and He 
will completely recompense them. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 



(And Allah is All-Seer of what you do. ) Allah said, 



(He has created the heavens and the earth with truth,) with equity and wisdom, 



(and He shaped you and made good your shapes.) He made you in the best shapes and forms. 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(0 man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the most Generous Who created you, 
fashioned you perfectly and gave you due proportion; in whatever form He willed, He put you 
together.) (82:6-8) And His saying, 



(Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy, 
and has given you shape and made your shapes good (looking) and has provided you with good 
things.) (40:64) and His saying; 



(And to Him is the return.) means the return and final destination. Allah then informs of His 
knowledge of all that there is in the heavens, in the earth and in the souls, He said: 



(He knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows what you conceal and what you 
reveal. And Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts.) 



(5. Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved aforetime And so they tasted the 
evil result of their disbelief, and theirs will be a painful torment.) (6. That was because there 
came to them their Messengers with Bayyinat, but they said: "Shall mere men guide us" So they 
disbelieved and turned away. But Allah was not in need. And Allah is not in need, Worthy of all 
praise.) 



A Warning delivered through mentioning the End of the Disbelieving 

Nations 

Informing about the past nations and the torment and disciplinary lessons that they suffered 
because of opposing the Messengers and denying the truth. Allah says; 



(Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved aforetime) meaning, information 
about them and what happened to them, 



(And so they tasted the evil result of their disbelief.) They tasted the evil consequences of 
their denial and sinful actions. And it refers to the punishment and humiliation they received in 
the life of the world, 



(and theirs will be a painful torment.) in the Hereafter, added to the torment they received in 
this life. Allah explained why; 



(That was because there came to them their Messengers with Bayyinat,) supporting arguments, 
evidence, and clear proofs, 



(but they said:"Shall mere men guide us") They discounted and dismissed the possibility that 
the Message would be sent to a human and that their guidance would come by the hands of a 
man like themselves, 



(So they disbelieved and turned away.) they denied the truth and turned away from abiding by 
it, 



(But Allah was not in need.) of them, 



(And Allah is not need, Worthy of all praise.) 



(7. The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected. Say: "Yes! By my Lord, you 
will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and that is easy for 
Allah.") (8. Therefore, believe in Allah and His Messenger and in the Light which We have sent 
down. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) (9. The Day when He will gather you on the Day 
of Gathering, that will be the Day of At-Taghabun. And whosoever believes in Allah and 
performs righteous deeds, He will expiate from him his sins, and will admit him to Gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever; that will be the great success.) (10. But 
those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, they will be the dwellers of the Fire, to dwell 
therein forever. And worst indeed is that destination 



Life after Death is True 

Allah the Exalted informs about the disbelievers, idolators and the atheists that they claim that 
they will not be resurrected, 



(Say: "Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of what 
you did...") meaning, 'you will be informed of all of your actions, whether major or minor, big 
or small,' 



(and that is easy for Allah.) ' resurrecting and recompensing you is easy for Allah.' This is the 
third Ayah in which Allah orders His Messenger to swear by His Lord, the Exalted and Most 
Honored, that Resurrection occurs. The first is in Surah Yunus, 



(And they ask you to inform them: "Is it true" Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It is the very truth! and 
you can not escape it!") (10:53), The second is in Surah Saba', 



(Those who disbelieve say: "The hour will not come to us." Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come 
to you...") (34:3), and the third isthis Ayah, 



(The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected. Say: "Yes! By my Lord, you will 
certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and that is easy for 
Allah.") Allah the Exalted said, 



(Therefore, believe in Allah and in His Messenger and in the Light which We have sent down, 
that is, the Qur'an, 



(And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) none of your deeds ever escapes His knowledge. 

The Day of At-Taghabun 

Allah said, 



(The Day when He will gather you on the Day of Gathering,) meaning the Day of Resurrection. 
This is the Day when the earlier and later generations will all be gathered in one area, a caller 
would be heard by them all, and one's vision would easily see them all. Allah said, 



(That is the Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, that is a Day when all will be 
present.) (11:103), and, 



(Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered together 
for appointed meeting of a known Day.") (56:49-50) Allah's statement, 



(that will be the Day of At-Taghabun) Ibn 'Abbas said, "It is one of the names of the Day of 
Judgement, and that is because the people of Paradise will have gained over the people of the 
Fire." Qatadah and Mujahid said similarly. Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "There is no mutual loss and 
gain greater than these entering Paradise and those being taken to the Fire." Allah explained 
His statement saying; 



(And whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous deeds, He will expiate from him his 
sins, and will admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein 
forever; that will be the great success. But those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, they 
will be the dwellers of the Fire, to dwell therein forever. And worst indeed is that destination.) 
We explained these meanings several times before. 



(11. No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah, and whosoever believes in Allah, He 
guides his heart. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.) (12. Obey Allah, and obey the 
Messenger; but if you turn away, then the duty of Our Messenger is only to convey clearly.) (13. 
Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa. And in Allah therefore let the believers put their trust.) 



All that occurs to Mankind is by Allah's Permission 

Allah informs us as He did in Surat Al-Hadid, 



(No calamity occurs on the earth or in yourselves but it is inscribed in a record before We bring 
it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) (57:22) Allah said here, 



(No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah,) Ibn 'Abbas said; "By the command of 
Allah," meaning from His decree and will. 



(and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And Allah is the All-Knower of 
everything.) meaning, whoever suffered an affliction and he knew that it occurred by Allah's 
judgement and decree, and he patiently abides, awaiting Allah's reward, then Allah guides his 
heart, and will compensate him for his loss in this life by granting guidance to his heart and 
certainty in faith. Allah will replace whatever he lost for Him with the same or what is better. 
Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas, 



(and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart.) "Allah will guide his heart to certainty. 
Therefore, he will know that what reached him would not have missed him and what has 
missed him would not have reached him." There is an agreed upon Hadith that Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim collected and which states, 



» 



« 

(Amazing is the believer: There is no decree that Allah writes for him, but is better for him. If 
an affliction strikes him, he is patient and this is better for him. If a bounty is granted to him, 
he is thankful and this is better for him. This trait is only for the faithful believer.) 



The Order to obey Allah and His Messenger 

Allah said, 



(Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger;) Allah commands obedience to Him and to His Messenger 
in all that His legislates and in implementing His orders. Allah also forbids one from all that His 
Messenger forbids and prohibits. Allah the Exalted said, 



(but if you turn away, then the duty of Our Messenger is only to convey clearly.) meaning, * if 
you refrain from abiding by the faith, then the Messenger's mission is to convey and your 
mission isto hear and obey. 'Az-Zuhri said, "From Allah comesthe Message, its deliverance is up 
to the Messenger, and the adherence is up to us." 



Tawhid 

Allah states that He is the One, Whom all creations need and seek, the One other than Whom 
there is no (true) God. 



(Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa. And in Allah therefore let the believers put their trust.) 3d, He first 
informs about Tawhid and its meaning. The implied meaning isto single Him out for deifica- 
tion, being purely devoted to Him, and relying upon Him, as He said; 



(The Lord of the east and the west; La ilaha ilia Huwa. 3d take Him alone as Trustee.) (73:9) 



(14. you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for you; 
therefore beware of them! But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive, then verily, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (15. Your wealth and your children are only a Fitnah, 
whereas Allah! With Him is a great reward.) (16. So have Taqwa of Allah as much as you can; 
listen and obey, and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves. And whosoever is saved 
from his own greed, then they are the successful ones.) (17. If you lend to Allah a handsome 
loan, He will double it for you, and will forgive you. And Allah is Shakur, Halim,) (18. All- 
Knower of the unseen and seen, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) 



Warning against the Fitnah of Spouses and Offspring 

Allah states that some wives and children are enemies to their husbands and fathers, in that 
they might be busied with them rather than with performing the good deeds. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Let not your properties or you children divert you from the remembrance 
of Allah. And whosoever doesthat then they are the losers.) (63:9) Allah the Exalted said here, 



(therefore, beware of them!) for your religion, according to Ibn Zayd. Mujahid explained the 
Ayah , 



(Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for you;) by saying, "They might 
direct the man to sever his relation or disobey his Lord. The man, who loves his wives and 
children, might obey them in this case." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said to a man 
who asked him about this Ayah, 



(0 you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for you; 
therefore beware of them!) "There were men who embraced Islam in Makkah and wanted to 
migrate to Allah's Messenger . However, their wives and children refused to allow them. Later 
when they joined Allah's Messenger , they found that those who were with him (the 
Companions) have gained knowledge in the religion, so they were about to punish their wives 
and children. Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayah, 



(But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive, then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.)" At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said that it is Hasan Sahih. Allah's statement, 



(Your wealth and your children are only a Fintah, whereas Allah! With Him is a great reward.) 
Allah said that the wealth and children are a test and trial from Allah the Exalted for His 
creatures, so that He knows those who obey Him and those who disobey Him. Allah's statement, 



(whereas Allah! With Him) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, 



(is a great reward.) As All ah said; 



(Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women children, Qanatir Al-Muqantarah of 
gold and silver, branded beautiful horses, cattle and well-tilled land. This is the pleasure of the 
present world's life; but Allah hasthe excellent return with him.) (3:14), and the Ayah after it. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah said, "The Messenger of Allah was giving a speech and Al- 
Hasan and Husayn came in wearing red shirts, walking and tripping. The Messenger descended 
from the Minbar, held them and placed them in front of them and said, 

» 



« 



(Allah and His Messenger said the truth,' Verily, your wealth and your children are a Fitnah.' I 
saw these two boys walking and tripping and could not be patient until I stopped my speech 
and picked them up.)" This was recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan 
Gharib." 



The Order for Taqwa, as much as One is Capable 

Allah said, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah as much as you can;) meaning, as much as you are able and can bear 
or endure. The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(When I command you to do something, do as much as you can of it, and whatever I forbid for 
you, then avoid it.) Allah's statement, 



(listen and obey,) means, obey what Allah and His Messenger command you to do and do not 
stray from it to the right or left. Do not utter a statement or make a decision before Allah and 
His Messenger issue a statement or decision. Do not ignore what you were ordered to do, nor 
commit what you were forbidden from doing. 



Encouraging Charity 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves.) meaning, give from what Allah has granted 
you to your relatives, the poor, the needy and the weak. Be kind to Allah's creatures, just as 
Allah was and still is kind with you. This will be better for you in this life and the Hereafter. 
Otherwise, if you do not do it, it will be worse for you in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said; 



(And whosoever is saved from his own greed, then they are the successful ones.) This was 
explained with a similar Ayah in Surat Al-Hashr, where we also mentioned the relevant Hadiths. 
Therefore, we do not need to repeat them here, all praise and gratitude is due to Allah. Allah 
the Exalted said, 



(If you lend to Allah a handsome loan, He will double it for you, and will forgive you.) meaning, 
whatever you spend, then Allah will replace it, and on Him will be the reward of whatever you 
give away in charity. Allah considered giving charity as if it is a loan to Him, just as Allah said 
in a Qudsi Hadith, 



« » 

("Who will give a loan to He Who is neither unjust nor poor") This is why Allah the Exalted said 
in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(So that He may multiply it to him many times) (2:245) Allah said; 



(and will forgive you.) meaning, He will erase your mistakes, 



(And Allah isShakur) meaning, He gives abundantly in return for what was little, 



(Halim) means, He forgives, pardons, covers and absolves the sins, mistakes, errors and 
shortcomings, 



(All-Knower of the unseen and seen, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) Its explanation has already 
preceded several times. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Taghabun, all the praise and 
appreciation is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Talaq 

(Chapter - 65) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their x Iddah and count their ' Iddah. 
And have Taqwa of Allah, your Lord. And turn them not out of their homes nor shall they leave, 



except in case they are guilty of Fahishah Mubayyinah. And those are the set limits of Allah. 
And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged himself. You 
know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass.) 

There is a Period during which Divorced Women remain in Their 

Homes 

The Prophet was addressed first in this Ayah, to honor him, even though his Ummah is also 
being addressed in Allah's statement, 



(0 Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their ' Iddah) Al-Bukhari recorded that 
' Abdullah bin ' Umar divorced his wife, during the lifetime of Allah's Messenger , while she was 
menstruating. 'Umar bin Al-Khattab mentioned that to Allah's Messenger . Allah's Messenger 
became angry and said, 

» 



« 



(Order him to take her back and keep her until she is clean from her menses, and then to wait 
until she gets her next period and becomes clean again. Then, if he wishes to divorce her, he 
can divorce her when she is clean from her menses, before he has sexual intercourse with her. 
This is the ' Iddah which Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has fixed.) Al-Bukhari recorded 
this Hadith in several parts of his Sahih. Muslim collected this Hadith and his narration uses 
these words, 



« » 

(This is the ' Iddah which Allah has fixed for the women being divorced.) In his Sahih, Muslim 
has recorded a Hadith which is a more appropriate version from a narration of Ibn Jurayj who 
said that Abu Az-Zubayr informed him that he heard ' Abdur-Rahman bin Ayman, the freed 
slave of 'Azzah, questioning 'Abdullah bin 'Umar. And Abu Az-Zubayr heard the question, 
"What about a man who divorces his wife while she is still on her menses" ' Abdullah answered, 
"During the time of Allah's Messenger , 'Abdullah bin 'Umar divorced his wife who was 
menstruating in the life time of Allah's Messenger . So Allah's Messenger said: 

« » 

(Let him take her back.) so she returned and he said: 



« » 

(When she is pure, then either divorce or keep her.) 'Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "Allah's 
Messenger recited this Ayah: ( ) (0 Prophet! When you 

divorce women, divorce them at their ' Iddah) And 'Abdullah (Ibn Mas' ud) commented on 
Allah's statement, 



(divorce them at their ' Iddah) He said, "Purity without intercourse." Similar was reported from 
Ibn 'Umar, 'Ata', Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Ibn Srin, Qatadah, Maymun bin Mihran and Muqatil bin 
Hayyan. It is also reported from ' Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak.' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
' Abbas about the Ayah; 



(divorce them at their ' Iddah), "He does not divorce her while she is on her menses nor while 
she is pure if he has had intercourse during that (purity). Rather, he leaves her until she has 
her menses and after the menses ends, then he divorces her once." And ' Ikrimah said about 



(divorce them at their 'Iddah), "The 'Iddah is made up of clean- liness and the menstrual 
period." So he divorces her while it is clear that she is pregnant, or he does not due to having 
sex, or since he does not know if she is pregnant or not. This is why the scholars said that there 
are two types of divorce, one that conforms to the Sunnah and another innovated. The divorce 
that conforms to the Sunnah is one where the husband pronounces one divorce to his wife when 
she is not having her menses and without having had sexual intercourse with her after the 
menses ended. One could divorce his wife when it is clear that she is pregnant. As for the 
innovated divorce, it occurs when one divorces his wife when she is having her menses, or after 
the menses ends, has sexual intercourse with her and then divorces her, even though he does 
not know if she became pregnant or not. There is a third type of divorce, which is neither a 
Sunnah nor an innovation where one divorces a young wife who has not begun to have menses, 
the wife who is beyond the age of having menses, and divorcing one's wife before the marriage 
was consummated. Allah said, 



(and count their ' Iddah.) meaning, count for it and know its beginning and end, so that the 
' Iddah does not become prolonged for the woman and she cannot get married again, 



(And have Taqwaof Allah, your Lord.) in this matter. 



Spending and Housing is up to the Husband during the Revocable 

' Iddah Period 



Allah said, 



(And turn them not out of their homes nor shall they leave,) meaning, during the duration of 
the 'Iddah, she has the right to housing from her husband, as long as the 'Iddah period 
continues. Therefore, the husband does not have the right to force her out of her house, nor is 
she allowed to leave his house, because she is still tied to the marriage contract. Allah said, 



(except in case they are guilty of Fahishah Mubayyinah.) meaning that the divorced wife is not 
to abandon her husband's house unless she commits Fahishah Mubayyinah, in which case, she 
vacates her husband's house. For example, Fahishah Mubayyinah implies adultery, according to 
'Abdullah bin Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, Ash-Sha'bi, Al-Hasan, Ibn Srin, 
Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Qilabah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, ' Ata' 
Al-Khurasani, As-Suddi, Sa' id bin Hilal and others. Fahishah Mubayyinah implies disobeying her 
husband openly or when she abuses her husband's family in words and actions, according to 
Ubay bin Ka' b, Ibn ' Abbas, ' Ikrimah and others. Allah's statement, 



(And those are the set limits of Allah.) means, these are from His legislation and prohibitions, 



(And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah,) meaning, whoever violates these limits, 
transgresses them and implements anything else besides them, 



(then indeed he has wronged himself.) by doing so. 

The Wisdom of ' Iddah at the Husband's House 

Allah said, 



(You know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass.) meaning, 
'We commanded that the divorced wife remains in her husband's house during the ' Iddah 
period, so that the husband might regret his action and Allah decides that the husband feels in 
his heart for the marriage to continue.' This way, returning to his wife will be easier for him. 
Az-Zuhri said that 'Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah said that Fatimah bint Qays said about Allah's 
statement, 



(You know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass.) "Taking her 
back." Similar was said by Ash-Sha' bi, ' Ata', Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Ath- 
Thawri. 



The Irrevocably Divorced Woman does not have a Right to 
Provisions and Accommodations from the Husband 

Here the view of the scholars of the Salaf and those who follow them is that housing is not 
obligatory in the case of the irrevocably divorced woman. They also relied on the Hadith of 
Fatimah bint Qays Al-Fihriyah when her husband Abu ' Amr bin Hafs divorced her the third and 
final time. He was away from her in Yemen at the time, and he sent her his decision to divorce 
her. He also sent some barley with his messenger, but she did not like the amount or method of 
compensation. He said, "By Allah I am not obligated to spend upon you." So, she went to Allah's 
Messenger , who said, 

« » 

(There is no obligation on him to spend on you.) Muslim added in his narration, 



« » 



(nor housing.) And he ordered her to finish her " Iddah period in the house of Umm Sharik. He 
then said, 



» 

« 

(She is a woman my Companions visit. Spend this period in the house of Ibn Umm Maktum, for 
he is a blind man; he cannot see you if you take off your garments.) Imam Ahmad collected 
this Hadith using another chain of narration. In his narration, the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Look daughter of the family of Qays! Spending and housing are required from the husband 
who can return to his wife. So if he does not have the right to return to her, then she does not 
have the right to spending and housing. So leave his house and go to so-and-so woman.) He 
then said, 



» 

« 

(They speak to her. Therefore, go to Ibn Umm Maktum, for he is a blind man and cannot see 
you.) Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that 'Amir Ash-Sha' bi went to Fatimah bint Qays, 
sister of Ad-Dahhak bin Qays, from the tribe of Quraysh. Fatimah was married to Abu ' Amr bin 
Hafsbin Al-Mughirah, from Bani Makhzum. She said, "Abu ' Amr bin Haf s sent me his decision to 
divorce me while he was in an army that had gone to Yemen. I asked his friends to provide me 
with financial provisions and housing. They said, ' He did not send us anything for that, nor did 
he request it from us.' I went to Allah's Messenger and said to him, ' Allah's Messenger! Abu 
'Amr bin Hafs divorced me, and I asked his friends to provide me with spending and housing 
and they said that he did not send them anything for that.' Allah's Messenger said, 



» 



« : 

(Spending and housing are required from the husband for his divorced wife if he can return to 
her. If she is not permitted for him anymore, until she marries another husband, then he does 
not have to provide her with spending and housing.)" An-Nasa'i also recorded this narration. 



(2. Then when they are about to attain their term appointed, either take them back in a good 
manner or part with them in a good manner. And take as witness two just persons from among 
you. And establish the testimony for Allah. That will be an admonition given to him who 
believes in Allah and the Last Day. And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 
him to get out.) (3. And He will provide him from where he never could imagine. And 
whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his 
purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things.) 



Ordaining Kindness towards Divorced Women 

Allah the Exalted says that when the woman who is in her ' Iddah nears the end of the " Iddah 
term, the husband must decide to reconcile with her, thus keeping their marriage together, 



(in a good manner) while being kind to her in their companionship. Otherwise, he must decide 
to divorce her on good terms, without abusing, cursing, or admonishing her. To the contrary, 
he should divorce her on good terms, observing kindness and good manners. 



The Command to have Witnesses for the Return 

Allah said, 



(And take as witness two just persons from among you.) meaning when taking her back, if this 
is your decision. Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that ' Imran bin Husayn was asked about a 
man who divorced his wife and then had sexual intercourse with her, without notifying 
witnesses of when he divorced her and when he took her back. ' Imran said, "His divorce and 
taking her back was in contradiction to the Sunnah. Incorporate the presence of witnesses for 
divorcing her and taking her back, and do not repeat your conduct." Ibn Jurayj said that ' Ata' 
commented on the Ayah, 



(And take as witness two just persons from among you.) "It is not permissible to marry, divorce 
or take back the divorced wife except with two just witnesses, just as Allah the Exalted has 
said, except when there is a valid excuse." Allah's statement, 



(That will be an admonition given to him who believes in Allah and the Last Day.) means, 'this, 
Our command to you to have witnesses in such cases and to establish the witness, is 
implemented by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day.' This legislation is meant to 
benefit those who fear Allah's punishment in the Hereafter. 



Allah provides, suffices, and makes a Way out of Every Hardship for 

Those Who have Taqwa 

Allah said, 



(And whosoever hasTaqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out. And He will provide 
him from where he never could imagine.) meaning, whoever has Taqwa of Allah in what He has 
commanded and avoids what He has forbidden, then Allah will make a way out for him from 
every difficulty and will provide for him from resources he never anticipated or thought about. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The most comprehensive Ayah in the 
Qur'an is, 



(Verily, Allah enjoins AI-' Adl (justice) and Al-lhsan (doing good) (16:90). The greatest Ayah in 
the Qur'an that contains relief is, 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out.)" ' Ikrimah also 
commented on the Ayah, "Whoever divorces as Allah commanded him, then Allah will make a 
way out for him." Smilar was reported from Ibn 'Abbas and Ad-Dahhak.' Abdullah bin Mas' ud 
and Masruq commented on the Ayah, 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out.) "It pertains to 
when one knows that if Allah wills He gives, and if He wills He deprives, 



(from where he never could imagine.) from resources he did not anticipate" Qatadah said, 



(And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out.) "meaning, from 
every doubt and the horrors experienced at the time of death, 



(And He will provide him from where he never could imagine) from where he never thought of 
or anticipated." Allah said, 



(And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Ibn 'Abbas said that he rode the Prophet's camel while sitting behind the Prophet , and the 
Messenger of Allah said to him, 



» 



« 



(0 boy! I will teach you words so learn them . Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you, be 
mindful of Allah and He will be on your side. If you ask, ask Allah, and if you seek help, seek it 
from Allah. Know that if the Ummah gather their strength to bring you benefit, they will never 
bring you benefit, except that which Allah has decreed for you. Know that if they gather their 
strength to harm you, they will never harm you, except with that which Allah has decreed 
against you. The pens have been raised and the pages are dry.) At-Tirmidhi collected this 
Hadith and said: "Hasan Sahih." Allah's statement, 



(Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose.) meaning, Allah will execute His decisions and 
judgement that He made for him, in whatever way He wills and chooses, 



(Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things.) This is like His saying: 



(Everything with Him is in (due) proportion.) (13:8) 



(4. Those in menopause among your women, for them the ' Iddah, if you have doubt, is three 
months; and for those who have no courses. And for those who are pregnant, their " Iddah is 
until they lay down their burden; and whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make his matter 
easy for him.) (5. That is the command of Allah, which He has sent down to you; and 
whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will expiate from him his sins, and will increase his reward.) 



The ' Iddah of Those in Menopause and Those Who do not have 

Menses 



Allah the Exalted clarifies the waiting period of the woman in menopause. And that is the one 
whose menstruation has stopped due to her older age. Her ' Iddah is three months instead of 
the three monthly cycles for those who menstruate, which is based upon the Ayah in (Surat) Al- 
Baqarah. see 2:228 The same for the young, who have not reached the years of menstruation. 
Their ' Iddah isthree months like those in menopause. This isthe meaning of His saying; 



(and for those who have no courses...) as for His saying; 



(if you have doubt...) There are two opinions: First, is the saying of a group of the Salaf, like 
Mujahid, Az-Zuhri and Ibn Zayd. That is, if they see blood and there is doubt if it was menstrual 
blood or not. The second, is that if you do not know the ruling in this case, then know that 
their ' Iddah is three months. This has been reported from Sa* id bin Jubayr and it is the view 
preferred by Ibn Jarir. And this is the more obvious meaning. Supporting this view is what is 
reported from Ubay bin Ka' b that he said, "0 Allah's Messenger! Some women were not 
mentioned in the Qur'an, the young, the old and the pregnant." Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored sent down this Ayah, 



(Those in menopause among your women, for them the ' Iddah, if you have doubt, isthree 
months; and for those who have no courses. And for those who are pregnant, their " Iddah is 
until they lay down their burden.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a simpler narration than this one 
from Ubay bin Ka' b who said, "0 Allah's Messenger! When the Ayah in Surat Al-Baqarah was 
revealed prescribing the 'Iddah of divorce, some people in Al-Madinah said, 'There are still 
some women whose " Iddah has not been mentioned in the Qur'an. There are the young, the old 
whose menstruation is discontinued, and the pregnant.' Later on, this Ayah was revealed, 



(Those in menopause among your women, for them the * Iddah, if you have doubt, isthree 
months; and for those who have no courses.)" 



Iddah of Pregnant Women 



Allah's statement, 



(And for those who are pregnant, their ' Iddah is until they lay down their burden;) Allah says: 
the pregnant woman's ' Iddah ends when she gives birth, whether in the case of divorce or 
death of the husband, according to the agreement of the majority of scholars of the Salaf and 
later generations. This is based upon this honorable Ayah and what is mentioned in the 
Prophetic Sunnah. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Salamah said, "A man came to Ibn 'Abbas 
while Abu Hurayrah was sitting with him and said, * Give me your verdict regarding a lady who 
delivered a baby forty days after the death of her husband.' Ibn 'Abbas said,' Her 'Iddah 
period lasts until the end of the longest among the two prescribed periods.' I recited, 



(For those who are pregnant, their prescribed period is until they deliver their burdens;) Abu 
Hurayrah said, ' I agree with my cousin (Abu Salamah).' Then Ibn 'Abbas sent his slave Kurayb 
to Umm Salamah to ask her. She replied, 'The husband of Subay' ah Al-Aslamiyyah was killed 
while she was pregnant, and she delivered a baby forty days after his death. Then she received 
a marriage proposal and Allah's Messenger married her to somebody. Abu As-Sanabil was one of 
those who proposed to her." Al-Bukhari collected this short form of the Hadith, which Muslim 
and other scholars of Hadith collected using its longer form. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al- 
Miswar bin Makhramah said, "Subay' ah Al-Aslamiyyah gave birth to a child a few days after the 
death of her husband. When she finished the postdelivery term, she was proposed to. So she 
sought the permission of Allah's Messenger for the marriage, and he permitted her to marry, so 
she got married." Al-Bukhari collected this narration, as did Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and 
Ibn Majah with a different chain of narration from the Hadith of Subay' ah. Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj 
recorded that 'Ubaydullah bin 'Abdullah bin 'Utbah said that his father wrote to ' Umar bin 
'Abdullah bin Al-Arqam Az-Zuhri, requesting that he go to Subay' ah bint Al-Harith Al- 
Aslamiyyah to ask her about the matter in question, and about what Allah's Messenger said to 
her when she sought his verdict. ' Umar bin ' Abdullah wrote to ' Ubaydullah bin ' Abdullah bin 
' Utbah informing him that Subay' ah told him that she had been married to Sa' d bin Khawlah, 
and he was one of those who participated in the battle of Badr. He died during the Farewell 
Pilgrimage, while she was pregnant. Soon after his death, she gave birth. When she passed the 
postnatal term, she beautified herself for those who might propose to her. Abu As-Sanabil bin 
Ba' kak came to her and said, 'Why do I see you have beautified yourself Do you wish to 
remarry By Allah, you cannot marry unless four months and ten days have passed." Subay' ah 
said, "When he said that, I dressed myself in the evening and went to Allah's Messenger and 
asked him about his verdict. He gave me a religious verdict that I was allowed to marry after I 
had given birth to my child, saying I could marry if I wish." This is the narration that Muslim 
collected. Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in a shorter form. Allah's statement, 



(and whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make his matter easy for him.) means, Allah will 
make his matters lenient for him and will soon bring forth relief and a quick way out, 



(That is the command of Allah, which He has sent down to you;) meaning, this is His 
commandment and legislation that He sent down to you through His Messenger , 



(and whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will expiate from him his sins, and will increase his 
reward.) means, Allah will prevent what he fears and multiply his reward even for the little 
good he does. 



(6. Lodge them where you dwell, according to what you have, and do not harm them so as to 
suppress them. And if they are pregnant, then spend on them till they lay down their burden. 
Then if they suckle the children for you, give them their due payment, and let each of you deal 
with each other in a mannerly way. But if you make difficulties for one another, then some 
other woman may suckle for him.) (7. Let the rich man spend according to his means; and the 
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend according to what Allah has given him. Allah 
puts no burden on any person beyond what He has given him. Allah will grant after hardship, 
ease.) 



The Divorced Woman has the Right to Decent Accommodations, and 

what is Reasonable 

Allah the Exalted orders His faithful servants that when one of them divorces his wife, he 
should provide housing for her until the end of her " Iddah period, 



(Lodge them where you dwell,) means, with you, 



(according to what you have,) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and several others said, it refers to "Your 
ability." Qatadah said, "If you can only afford to accommodate her in a corner of your house, 
then do so." 



Forbidding Ill-Treatment of Divorced Women 

Allah's statement, 



(and do not harm them in order to suppress them.) Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "meaning, do not 
annoy her to force her to pay her way out nor expel her from your house." Ath-Thawri said from 
Mansur, from Abu Ad-Duha: 



(and do not harm them in order to suppress them) "He divorces her, and when a few days 
remain, he takes her back." 



The Irrevocable Divorced Pregnant Woman has the Right of Support 
(Maintenance) from Her Husband until She gives Birth 

Allah said, 



(And if they are pregnant, then spend on them till they lay down their burden.) This is about 
the woman who is irrevocably divorced. If she is pregnant, then she is to be spent on her until 
she lays down her burden. This is supported due to the fact that if she is revocably divorced, 
the she hasthen right to receive her support (maintenance) whether she ispregnant or not. 



The Divorced Mother may take Compensation for suckling Her Child 

Allah said, 



(Then if they suckle them for you,) meaning, when pregnant women give birth and they are 
irrevocably divorced by the expiration of the " Iddah, then at that time they may either suckle 
the child or not. But that is only after she nourishes him with the milk, that is the early on milk 
which the infant's well-being depends upon. Then, if she suckles, she has the right to 
compensation for it. She is allowed to enter into a contract with the father or his 
representative in return for whatever payment they agree to. This is why Allah the Exalted 
said, 



(Then if they suckle the children for you, give them their due payment,) Allah said, 



(and let each of you deal with each other in a mannerly way.) meaning, the affairs of the 
divorced couple should be managed in a just way without causing harm to either one of them, 
just as Allah the Exalted said in Surat Al-Baqarah, 



(No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child, nor father on account of child.) 
(2:233) Allah said, 



(But if you make difficulties for one another, then some other woman may suckle for him.) 
meaning, if the divorced couple disagrees, because the woman asks for an unreasonable fee for 
suckling their child, and the father refuses to pay the amount or offers an unreasonable 
amount, he may find another woman to suckle his child. If the mother agrees to accept the 
amount that was to be paid to the woman who agreed to suckle the child, then she has more 
right to suckle her own child. Allah's statement, 



(Let the rich man spend according to his means;) means, the wealthy father or his 
representative should spend on the child according to his means, 



(and the man whose resources are restricted, let him spend according to what Allah has given 
him. Allah puts no burden on any person beyond what He has given him.) This is as Allah said, 



(Allah does not burden a person beyond what He can bear.) 2:286 

A Story of a Woman who had Taqwa 

Allah's statement; 



(Allah will grant after hardship, ease.) This is a sure promise from Him, and indeed, Allah's 
promises are true and He never breaks them, This is an Allah's saying; 



(Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along with every hardship is relief.) 94:5-6 
There is a relevant Hadith that we should mention here. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said, "A man and his wife from an earlier generation were poor. Once when the man 
came back from a journey, he went to his wife saying to her, while feeling hunger and 
fatigued, 'Do you have anything to eat' She said, 'Yes, receive the good news of Allah's 
provisions.' He again said to her, ' If you have anything to eat, bring it to me.' She said, " Wait a 
little longer.' She was awaiting Allah's mercy. When the matter was prolonged, he said to her, 
' Get up and bring me whatever you have to eat, because I am real hungry and fatigued.' She 
said, ' I will. Soon I will open the oven's cover, so do not be hasty.' When he was busy and 
refrained from insisting for a while, she said to herself, " I should look in my oven.' So she got 
up and looked in her oven and found it full of the meat of a lamb, and her mortar and pestle 
was full of seed grains; it was crushing the seeds on its own. So, she took out what was in the 
mortar and pestle, after shaking it to remove everything from inside, and also took the meat 
out that she found in the oven." Abu Hurayrah added, "By He in Whose Hand is the life of Abu 
Al-Qasim (Prophet Muhammad )! This isthe same statement that Muhammad said, 



» 



« ( ) 



(Had she taken out what was in her mortar and not emptied it fully by shaking it, it would have 
continued crushing the seeds until the Day of Resurrection.)" 



(8. And many a town revolted against the command of its Lord and His Messengers; and We 
called it to a severe account, and We shall punish it with a horrible torment.) (9. So it tasted 
the evil result of its affair, and the consequence of its affair was loss.) (10. Allah has prepared 
for them a severe torment. So have Taqwa of Allah, men of understanding, those who 
believe! Allah has indeed sent down to you a Reminder.) (11. A Messenger, who recites to you 
the Ayat of Allah containing clear explanations, that He may take out those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, from the darkness to the light. And whosoever believes in Allah and 
performs righteous deeds, He will admit him into Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell 
therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him an excellent provision.) 



Punishment for defying Allah's Commandments 

Allah the Exalted threatens those who defy His commands, deny His Messengers and contradict 
His legislation, by informing them of the end that earlier nations met who did the same, 



(And many a town revolted against the command of its Lord and His Messengers;) meaning, 
they rebelled, rejected and arrogantly refused to obey Allah and they would not follow His 
Messengers, 



(and We called it to a severe account, and We shall punish it with a horrible torment.) 
meaning, horrendous and terrifying, 



(So it tasted the evil result of its affair,) meaning, they tasted the evil consequences of 
defiance and they regretted their actions when regret does not avail, 



(and the consequence of its affair was loss. And Allah has prepared for them a severe torment.) 
means, in the Hereafter, added to the torment that was sent down on them in this life. Allah 
the Exalted said, after mentioning what happened to the disbelieving nations, 



(So have Taqwa of Allah, men of understanding,) meaning, '0 you who have sound 
understanding, do not be like them because if you do, you will suffer what they suffered, 
people of comprehension,' 



(who believe) meaning, in Allah and His Messengers, 



(Allah has indeed sent down to you a Reminder.) meaning, this Qur'an. Allah also said, 



(Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will preserve it.) (15:9) 



The Qualities of the Messenger 

Allah's statement, 



(A Messenger, who recites to you the Ayat of Allah containing clear explanations,) Some said 
that the Messenger is the subject of what is being sent as a reminder because the Messenger 
is the one that conveys the Dhikr. Ibn Jarir said that what is correct is that the Messenger 
explainsthe Dhikr. This is why Allah the Exalted said here, 



(A Messenger, who recites to you the Ayat of Allah containing clear explanations,) meaning, 
plain and apparent. The statement of Allah; 



(that He may take out those who believe and do righteous good deeds, from the darkness to 
the light.) Allah's is like saying; 



(A Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you might lead mankind out of 
darkness) (14:1), and, 



(Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into light.) 
(2:257) meaning, out of the darkness of disbelief and ignorance into the light of faith and 
knowledge. Allah the Exalted called the revelation that He has sent down, light, on account of 
the guidance that it brings. Allah also called it Ruh, in that, it brings life to the hearts, 



(And thus We have sent to you Ruh of our command. You knew not what is the book, nor what 
is faith But We have made it a light wherewith we guide whosoever of Our servants We will. 
And verily, you are indeed guiding to the straight path.) (42:52) Allah's statement, 



(And whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous good deeds, He will admit him into 
Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him an 
excellent provision.) was explained several times before, and therefore, we do not need to 
repeat its explanation here. All the thanks and praises are due to Allah. 



(12. It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof. His command 
descends between them, that you may know that Allah has power over all things, and that 
Allah surrounds all things with (His) knowledge.) 



Allah's Perfect Power 

Allah the Exalted asserts His perfect power and infinite greatness, so that the great religion 
that He has legislated is honored and implemented, 



(It is Allah Who has created seven heavens) Allah said in similar Ayat, like what Prophet Nuh 
said to his people, 



(See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above another) (71:15), and, 



(The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify him.) (17:44) Allah's 
statement, 



(and of the earth the like thereof.) means, He created seven earths. In the Two Sahihs, there is 
a Hadith that states, 

» 

« 

(Whoever usurps the land of somebody unjustly, even if it was a mere hand span, then his neck 
will be encircled with it down to the seven earths.) And in Sahih Al-Bukhari the wording is: 

« » 

(...he will sink down to the seven earths.) In the beginning of my book, Al-Bidayah wan- 
Nihayah, I mentioned the various narrations for this Hadith when I narrated the story of the 
creation of the earth. All the thanks and praise is due to Allah. Those who explained this 
Hadith to mean the seven continents have brought an implausible explanation that contradicts 
the letter of the Qur'an and the Hadith without having proof. This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat At-Talaq, all the thanks and praise is due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Tahrim 

(Chapter - 66) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Prophet! Why do you forbid that which Allah has allowed to you, seeking to please your 
wives And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (2. Allah has already ordained for you (Omen) 
the absolution from your oaths. And Allah is your Protector and He is the All-Knower, the All- 
Wise.) (3. And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his 
wives, then she told it. And Allah made it known to him; he informed part thereof and left a 
part. Then when he told her thereof, she said: "Who told you this" He said: "The All-Knower, 
the All-Aware has told me.") (4. If you two turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are indeed 
so inclined; but if you help one another against him, then verily, Allah is his Protector, and 
Jibril, and the righteous among the believers; and after that the angels are his helpers.) (5. 
Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, wives better than you - 
submitting, believers, obedient, turning to Allah in repentance, worshipping Allah sincerely, 
Sa'ihat, previously married, and virgins.) 



Allah censures His Prophet for Prohibiting Himself from what He has 
allowed for Him In the Book of Vows 



Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr said that he heard 'Aishah claiming that Allah's 
Messenger used to stay for a period in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh and drink honey in her 
house. (She said) "Hafsah and I decided that when the Prophet entered upon either of us, we 
would say, ' I smell Maghafir on you. Have you eaten Maghafir' When he entered upon one of us, 
she said that to him. He replied (to her), 



» 



« 



(No, but I drank honey in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh, and I will never drink it again.)" Then 
the following was revealed; 



(0 Prophet! Why do you fobid that which Allah has allowed to you) up to, 



(If you both turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are indeed so inclined;) in reference to 
' Aishah and Hafsah. 



(And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his wives,) 
which refersto this saying, 

« » 

(But I have drunk honey.) Ibrahim bin Musa said that Hi sham said that it also meant his saying, 



» 



« 



(I will not drink it anymore, I have taken an oath to that. Therefore, do not inform anybody 
about it.) Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith in the Book of Divorce; then he said, "Al- 
Maghafir is a type of sap, and in Ar-Rimth (a type of citrus) its taste is sweet..." Al-Jawhari 
said, "The ' Urfut is a tree of the shrub variety, which secretes Maghfur." Muslim collected this 
Hadith from 'Aishah in the Book of Divorce in his Sahih, and his wording is the same as Al- 
Bukhari in the Book of Vows. In the Book of Divorce, Al-Bukhari recorded that " Aishah said, 
"Allah's Messenger liked sweets and honey. After performing the ' Asr prayer, he used to visit 
his wives, going close to them. So he went to Hafsah, daughter of * Umar, and stayed with her 



more than his usual stay. I (' A'ishah) became jealous and asked about that. It was said to me, 
'A woman of her family sent her a small vessel of honey as a gift, and she gave a drink to 
Allah's Messenger made from it.' I said, * By Allah, we will contrive a plot against him.' I said to 
Sawdah bint Zam'ah, 'When the Messenger visits you and draws close to you, say to him, 
' Have you eaten Maghafir' And when he says to you, ' No', then ask him, ' What is this odor' He 
will say to you, ' Hafsah has given me a drink of honey.' Then you should say to him, 'The 
honeybees might have eaten from Urfut, and I will also say the same to him. Safiyyah, you 
should also say this.' Sawdah later said, ' It was under compulsion that I had decided to state 
that which you told me; soon, by Allah, he was standing at my door.' So when Allah's Messenger 
came near her, she said, ' Messenger of Allah! Did you eat Maghafir' He said, * No.' She again 
said, ' Then what is this odor' He said, 



« » 

(Hafsah gave me honey to drink.) She said, 'The honeybees might have eaten from 'Urfut.')" 
'A'ishah continued, "When he came to me I said the same to him. He then visited Safiyyah and 
she also said similar to him. When he again visited Hafsah, she said, '0 Messenger of Allah, 
should I not give you that (drink)' He said, 



« » 



(I do not need it.) Sawdah said, ' By Allah! We have prevented him from drinking honey.' I said 
to her, ' Keep quiet!'" Muslim also recorded this Hadith, but this wording is from Al-Bukhari. In 
the narration of Muslim, ' A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah used to hate to have a bad odor 
coming from him" This is why they suggested to him that he ate Maghafir, because it causes a 
bad odor. When he said, 



« » 

(No, I had some honey.) They said that the bees ate from a tree that is called AI-' Urfut, which 
has Maghafir gum, suggesting that this is the reason behind the bad odor they claimed was 
coming from him. The latter narration, collected through ' Urwah from 'A'ishah, mentions that 
it was Hafsah who gave the Prophet the honey. In another narration collected from ' Ubayd bin 
' Umayr, from 'A'ishah, it was Zaynab bint Jahsh who gave the honey to the Prophet , while 
'A'ishah and Hafsah were the plotters. Allah knows best. Some might say that they were two 
separate incidents. However, it is not likely that the Ayat were revealed about both incidents, 
if indeed they were two separate incidents. Allah knows best. A Hadith that Imam Ahmad 
collected in the Musnad mentions that 'A'ishah and Hafsah were the plotters. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "I was eager to ask ' Umar about the two ladies among the wives 
of the Prophet , about whom Allah said, 



(If you two turn in repentance to Allah your hearts are indeed so inclined;) Then I performed 
Hajj along with ' Umar, and on our way back from Hajj he went aside (to relieve himself). I also 
went aside along with him carrying a tumbler of water. When he finished and returned, I 
poured water on his hands from the tumbler and he performed ablution. I said, ' O Commander 
of the faithful! Who were the two ladies among the wives of the Prophet , to whom Allah said, 



(If you two turn in repentance to Allah your hearts are indeed so inclined)' ' Umar said, ' I am 
astonished at your question, Ibn 'Abbas.'" - Az-Zuhri (a subnarrator) said that 'Umar did not 
like the question, but he still answered it, saying that they were ' A'ishah and Hafsah. "Then 
' Umar went on relating the story and said, ' We, the people of Quraysh, used to have authority 
over our women. But when we came to live with the Ansar, we noticed that the Ansari women 
had the upper hand over their men, so our women started acquiring the habits of the Ansari 
women. At that time, I was residing at the house of Umayyah bin Zayd, in AI-' Awali. Once I got 
angry with my wife, and she talked back to me; I disliked her answering me back. She said, 
' Why do you dislike me talking back to you By Allah, the wives of the Prophet talk back to him, 
and some of them may not speak with him for the whole day, until nightfall.' Then I went to 
Hafsah and asked her, ' Do you talk back to Allah's Messenger' She said, 'Yes.' I asked, ' Does 
any of you keep Allah's Messenger angry all day long, until night' She replied, 'Yes.' I said, 
'Whoever among you does this is a ruined, losing person! Doesn't she fear that Allah may get 
angry for the anger of His Messenger and, thus, she will be ruined Don't ask Allah's Messenger 
too many things, and don't retort him in any case. Demand from me whatever you like, and 
don't be tempted to imitate your neighbor, for she is more beautiful than you, and more 
beloved to Allah's Messenger than you.' He meant 'A'ishah. 

I, and an Ansari neighbor of mine used to visit the Prophet in turns. He used to go one day, and 
I another day. When I went I would bring him the news of what had happened that day 
regarding the revelation and when he went, he used to do the same for me. In those days it 
was rumored that the Ghassan (tribe) were preparing their horses to invade us. My companion 
went and returned to us at night and knocked at my door. I came out to him. He said that a 
grave thing happened. I asked him, 'What is it Have Ghassan come' He replied that it was 
worse and more serious than that, adding that Allah's Messenger had divorced all his wives. I 
said, ' Hafsah is a ruined loser! I expected that would happen some day.' So I dressed myself 
and I performed the Subh prayer. I went to Hafsah and found her weeping. I asked her, ' Has 
Allah's Messenger divorced all of you' She replied, ' I don't know. He is there alone in the upper 
room.' I went to the upper room and asked a black slave of the Prophet to ask for his 
permission to see me, and the boy went in and then came out saying, ' I mentioned you to him 
and he remained silent. 1 I then went out and came to the Minbar and found a group of people 
around it and some of them were weeping. I sat with them for some time, but could not endure 
the situation. So, I requested to the boy, 'Will you get the permission for 'Umar' He went in 
and then came out saying, ' I mentioned you to him, but he did not reply.' So, I went to Minbar 
and sat with the people who were sitting by the Minbar, but I could not bear the situation, so I 
went to the boy again and said, ' Will you get the permission for ' Umar' He went in and brought 
the same reply as before. When I was leaving, behold, he called me saying, 'Allah's Messenger 
has granted you permission.' So, I entered the Prophet's room, greeted him with the Salam and 
saw him lying on a mat without bedding on it, and the mat had left its mark on the body of the 
Prophet. 

I said, ' Have you divorced your wives, Allah's Messenger' He raised his eyes to me and replied 
no. I said, ' Allahu Akbar. Allah's Messenger! We, the people of Quraysh used to have the 
upper hand over our women. But when we came to Al-Madinah, we found a people whose 
women had the upper hand over them. Our women started learning this behavior from them. 
Once, I got angry with my wife, and she talked back to me. I disliked that behavior from her 
and she said, ' Why do you dislike that I talk back to you By Allah, the Prophet's wives talk back 
to him and one of them would ignore him the whole day, until the night.' I said to her, 
' Whoever does this among them is the ruined loser! Does she feel safe from Allah getting angry 
with her on account of His Messenger's anger In that case, she would be ruined.' On that the 
Prophet smiled. I then said, ' Allah's Messenger! I went to Hafsah and said to her, ' Do not be 
tempted to imitate your companion ('A'ishah) for she is more beautiful than you and more 



beloved to the Prophet.' The Prophet smiled again. When I saw him smiling, I said, ' Does the 
Messenger feel calm' He said, ' Yes.' 3d, I sat down and cast a glance at the room, and by Allah, 
I couldn't see anything of importance, except three hides. I said, 'Invoke Allah, Allah's 
Messenger, to make your followers prosperous, for the Persians and the Byzantines have been 
made prosperous and given worldly luxuries, even though they do not worship Allah.' The 
Prophet sat upright and said, 



» 



« 



(0 Ibn Al-Khattab! Do you have any doubt These people have been given rewards of their good 
deeds in this world only.) I asked the Prophet , ' Please beg Allah's forgiveness for me, Allah's 
Messenger.' The Prophet swore that he would not go to his wives for one month, because of his 
severe anger towards them, until Allah the Exalted and Most Honored censured him." Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith using various chains of 
narration. Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected it from Ibn 'Abbas, who said, "For a whole 
year, I was eager to ask * Umar bin Al-Khattab about an Ayah. However, I hesitated out of 
respect for him. Once, he went on a Hajj trip and I accompanied him. On our way back, he 
stopped to relieve himself behind some trees of Arak. I stopped until he finished and then 
walked along with him and asked him, 'O Leader of the believers! Who are the two women 
who helped each other (or plotted) against the Prophet "' This is the narration that Al-Bukhari 
collected, while Muslim recorded that Ibn * Abbas asked, "Who are the two women about whom 
Allah the Exalted said, 



(but if you help one another against him, )" 'Umar replied, "Aishah and Hafsah." Muslim 
mentioned the rest of the Hadith. Muslim also recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said that ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said to him, "When Allah's Messenger stayed away from his wives, I entered the Masjid 
and found people striking the ground with pebbles. They said, 'Allah's Messenger has divorced 
his wives.' That occurred before Hijab was commanded. I said to myself, ' I must investigate 
this news today.'" So he mentioned the Hadith in which he went to 'Aishah and Hafsah and 
admonished them. He then said, ' I went in and found Rabah, the servant of Allah's Messenger , 
sitting on a window sill. I called, ' Rabah, seek permission for me from Allah's Messenger."' He 
then mentioned the story as we mentioned above. 'Umar continued, "I said, '0 Messenger of 
Allah, what trouble do you feel from your wives If you have divorced them, verily Allah is with 
you, His angels, Jibril, Mikal, I, Abu Bakr and the rest of believers are with you.' Often, when I 
talked, all praise is due to Allah, I hoped that Allah would testify to the words that I uttered. 
And so the Ayat of option was revealed. Allah said, 



(Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him in your place wives better than you,) and, 



(but if you help one another against him, then verily, Allah is his Protector, and Jibril, and the 
righteous among the believers; and after that the angels are his helpers.) I said, " Messenger of 
Allah, have you divorced them' He said, ' No.' I stood at the door of the Masjid and called out at 
the top of my voice, 'The Messenger of Allah has not divorced his wives.' It was on this 
occasion that this Ayah was revealed, 



(When any matter pertaining to peace or alarm comes to them, they broadcast it; whereas, if 
they would refer it to the Messenger and those who have been entrusted with authority among 
them, those of them who are engaged in obtaining intelligence would indeed know (what to do 
with) it .)(4:83) It was I who understood (and properly investigated) this matter." Similar was 
said by Sa id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and others. The Ayah, 



(and the righteous among the believers;) refers to Abu Bakr and 'Umar. Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
added ' Uthman to them. Layth bin Abi Sulaym said from Mujahid: 



(and the righteous among the believers;) includes ~ AM bin Abi Talib also. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Anas said, '" Umar said, 'The wives of the Prophet were all jealous for his affection, and I 
said to them, 



(Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, wives better than you.) 
Thereafter, this Ayah was revealed."' We mentioned before that " Umar said statements that 
were confirmed by the Qur'an, such as about the revelation about Hijab see 33:53 and the 
captive idolators after the battle of Badr see 8:67 . " Umar's suggestion to take the Station of 
Ibrahim as a place for prayer and Allah revealed this Ayah; 



(And take you the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer.) (2:125) Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Anas said that " Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "I heard news that the Mothers of the 
faithful had a dispute with the Prophet . So I advised them, saying, 'Ether stop bothering 
Allah's Messenger or Allah might provide him better wives than you. Al-Hasan Al-Basri added 
" Uthman to them. Layth bin Abi Sulaym said from Mujahid: 



(and the righteous among the believers;) includes "AM bin Abi Talib also. Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Anas said, ""Umar said, "The wives of the Prophet were all jealous for his affection, and I 
said to them, 



(Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, wives better than you.) 
Thereafter, this Ayah was revealed."' We mentioned before that " Umar said statements that 
were confirmed by the Qur'an, such as about the revelation about Hijab see 33:53 and the 
captive idolators after the battle of Badr see 8:67 . " Umar's suggestion to take the Station of 
Ibrahim as a place for prayer and Allah revealed this Ayah; 



(And take you the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim as a place of prayer.) (2:125) Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Anas said that " Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "I heard news that the Mothers of the 
faithful had a dispute with the Prophet . So I advised them, saying, "Ether stop bothering 
Allah's Messenger or Allah might provide him better wives than you. Abu " Abdur-Rahman As- 
Sularmi, Abu Malik, Ibrahim An-Nakha"i, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabi" bin Anas, As- 
Suddi, and others. 



(6. you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is 
men and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not the 
commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are commanded.) (7. (It will be said 
in the Hereafter) you who disbelieve! Make no excuses this Day! You are being requited only 
for what you used to do.) (8. Oyou who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It may 
be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which 
rivers flow -- the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who believe with him. 
Their light will run forward before them and in their right hands. They will say: "Our Lord! Keep 
perfect our light for us and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things.") 



Teaching One's Family the Religion and Good Behavior 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn x Abbas; 



(Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell)) He said, "Work in the obedience of 
Allah, avoid disobedience of Allah and order your families to remember Allah, then Allah will 
save you from the Fire." Mujahid also commented on: 



(Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell)) saying, "Have Taqwa of Allah and 
order your family to have Taqwa of Him." Qatadah said, "He commands obedience to Allah, to 
not disobey Allah, he orders his family to obey His orders and helps them to act upon His 
orders. When one sees disobedience, he stops them and forbids them from doing it." Similar 
was said by Ad-Dahhak and Muqatil; "It is an obligation for the Muslim to teach his near family 
members, and his male and female slaves what Allah has made obligatory for them and what 
Allah has forbidden for them." There is a Hadith that confirms the meaning of this Ayah. 
Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ar-Rabr bin Sabrah said that his father said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Order the children to pray when they reach the age of seven and when they reach the age of 
ten, discipline them for (not performing) it.) This is the narration that Abu Dawud collected; 
At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." 



Fuel for Hell and a Description of its Angels 

Allah said, 



(whose fuel is men and stones,) indicating that the Children of Adam will be fuel for the Fire 
that will feed it, 



(and stones) in reference to the idolsthat were worshipped, just as Allah said in another Ayah, 



(Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!) 
(21:98) 'Abdullah bin Mas ud, Mujahid, Abu JaMar Al-Baqir and As-Suddi said that these are 
sulfur stones that are more putrid than rotten corpses, according to Mujahid. Allah's statement, 



(over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe,) means, their nature of behavior is 
stern, because the mercy has been taken out of their hearts for those who disbelieve in Allah, 



(severe) meaning, their structure is powerful, strong and frightening, 



(who disobey not the commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are 
commanded.) meaning, whatever Allah commands them, they rush to obey Him, without delay 
for even a twinkling of an eye. They are able to fulfill the command; they are called Az- 
Zabaniyah, meaning, the keepers and guards of Hell, may Allah give us shelter from them. 



No Excuse will be accepted from the Disbeliever on the Day of 

Resurrection 

Allah said, 



(0 you who disbelieve! Make no excuses this Day! You are being requited only for what you 
used to do.) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, the disbeliever will be told, "Do not offer 
any excuse this Day, because it will not be accepted from you; you will only be recompensed 
for what you used to do. Today, you will receive the punishment for your actions." 



Encouraging sincere Repentance 

Allah the Exalted said, 



(0 you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance!) meaning, a true, firm repentance 
that erases the evil sins that preceded it and mend the shortcoming of the repenting person, 
encouraging and directing him to quit the evil that he used to do. Allah said, 



(It may be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under 
which rivers flow) And when Allah says, "it may be," it means He shall. 



(the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who believe with him) meaning, on 
the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not disgrace those who believed in the Prophet , 



(Their light will run forward before them and in their right hands.) as we explained in Surat Al- 
Hadid, 



(They will say:"Our Lord! Keep perfect our light for us and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are 
Able to do all things.") Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Al-Hasan Al-Basri and other said, "This is the 
statement that the believers will say on the Day of Resurrection, when they witness the light of 
the hypocrites being extinguished." Imam Ahmad recorded that a man from the tribe of Banu 
Kinanah said, "I prayed behind the Messenger of Allah during the year of the Conquest (of 
Makkah), and heard him say, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Please, do not disgrace me on the Day of Resurrection.)" 



(9. O Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be severe against 
them; their abode will be Hell, and worst indeed is that destination.) (10. Allah sets forth an 
example for those who disbelieve: the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were under two of 
our righteous servants, but they both betrayed them. So, they availed them not against Allah 
and it was said: "Enter the Fire along with those who enter!") 



The Command for Jihad against the Disbelievers and the Hypocrites 



Allah the Exalted orders His Messenger to perform Jihad against the disbelievers and 
hypocrites, the former with weapons and armaments and the later by establishing Allah's 
legislated penal code, 



(and be severe against them) meaning, in this life, 



(their abode will be Hell, and worst indeed isthat destination.) that is, in the Hereafter. 



The Disbeliever shall never benefit from His Believing Relative on 

the Day of Resurrection 

Allah the exalted said, 



(Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieve) meaning, the disbelievers who live 
together in this life with Muslims, their mixing and mingling with Muslims will not help the 
disbelievers, nor will it avail them with Allah, until and unless they gain faith in their hearts. 
Then Allah mentioned the parable, saying, 



(the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were under two of our righteous servants,) means, 
they were the wives of two of Allah's Messengers and were their companions by day and night, 
eating with them and sleeping with them, as much as any marriage contains of interaction 
between spouses. However, 



(they both betrayed them.) meaning, in the faith, they did not adhere to the faith sent through 
their husbands nor accepted their message. Therefore, all the intimate knowledge of their 
husbands neither helped them nor prevented punishment, hence Allah's statement, 



(So, they availed them not against Allah) means, because their wives were disbelievers, 



(and it was said) meaning, to these wives, 



(Enter the Fire along with those who enter!) The part of the Ayah that reads, 



(but they both betrayed them) does not pertain to committing illegal sexual intercourse, but to 
refusing to accept the religion. Surely, the wives of the Prophets were immune from 
committing illegal sexual intercourse on account of the honor that Allah has granted His 
Prophets, as we explained in Surat An-Nur. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas, "They betrayed 
them by not following their religion. The wife of Prophet Nuh used to expose his secrets, 
informing his oppressive people whenever any person embraced the faith with Nuh. As for the 
wife of Prophet Lut, she used to inform the people of the city (Sodom), who committed the 
awful sexual act (sodomy), whenever a guest was entertained by her husband." Ad-Dahhak 
reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "No wife of a Prophet ever committed adultery and fornication. 
Rather, they betrayed them by refusing to follow their religion." Smilar was said by ' Ikrimah, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and others. 



(11. And Allah has set forth an example for those who believe: the wife of Fif awn, when she 
said: "My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, and save me from Fif awn and his 
work, and save me from the people who are wrongdoers.) (12. And Maryam, the daughter of 
' Imran who guarded her chastity (private part). And We breathed into it through Our Ruh, and 
she testified to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, and His Kutub, and she was of the Qanitin.) 



The Disbelievers can cause no Harm to the Believers 



This is a parable that Allah made of the believers, in that, if they needed to, their association 
with the disbelievers will not harm them. Allah the Exalted said, 



(Let not the believers take the disbelievers as protecting friends instead of the believers, and 
whoever does that, will never be helped by Allah in any way, except you indeed fear a danger 
from them.) (3:28) Qatadah said, "Fir' awn was the most tyrannical among the people of the 
earth and the most disbelieving. By Allah! His wife was not affected by her husband's disbelief, 
because she obeyed her Lord. Therefore, let it be known that Allah is the Just Judge Who will 
not punish anyone except for their own sins." Ibn Jarir recorded that Sulayman said, "The wife 
of Fir' awn was tortured under the sun and when Fir' awn would finish the torture session, the 
angels would shade her with their wings. She was shown her house in Paradise." Ibn Jarir said 
that Al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah said, "Fir' awn's wife used to ask, 'Who prevailed' When she was 
told, ' Musa and Harun prevailed', she said, ' I believe in the Lord of Musa and Harun.' Fir" awn 
sent his aides to her and said to them, ' Find the biggest stone. If she insists on keeping her 
faith, throw the stone on her, otherwise she is my wife. When they came to her, she looked up 
to the sky and was able to see her house in Paradise. She persisted on the faith and her soul 
was then captured. The stone was thrown on her lifeless body." This is the meaning of her 
statement, 



(My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, and save me from Fir' awn and his work, 
means, 'deliver me from him, because I am innocent of his actions,' 



(and save me from the people who are wrongdoers.) Her name was Asiyah bint Muzahim, may 
Allah be pleased with her. Allah said, 



(And Maryam, the daughter of ' Imran who guarded her chastity (private part).) meaning, who 
protected and purified her honor, by being chaste and free of immorality, 



(And We breathed into it (private part) through Our Ruh,) meaning, through the angel Jibril. 
Allah sent the angel Jibril to Maryam, and he came to her in the shape of a man in every 
respect. Allah commanded him to blow into a gap of her garment and that breath went into her 
womb through her private part; this is how ~ Isa was conceived. This is why Allah said here, 



(And We breathed into it through Our Ruh, and she testified to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, 
and His Kutub,) meaning His decree and His legislation. 



(and she was of the Qanitin.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Messenger of 
Allah drew four lines on the ground and said, 



« » 



(Do you know what these lines represent) They said, 'Allah and His Messenger know best.' He 
said, 



» 



« 

(The best among the women of Paradise are Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Fatimah bint Muhammad, 
Maryam bint ' Imran and Asiyah bint Muzahim, wife of Fir' awn.) It is confirmed in the Two 
Sahihsfrom Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Many men have reached the level of perfection, but none among women have reached this 
level except Asiyah -- Fif awn's wife, Maryam--the daughter of " Imran, and Khadijah--the 
daughter of Khuwaylid. And no doubt, the superiority of ' A'ishah to other women is like the 
superiority of Tharid to other meals.) In my book, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, I have mentioned 
these Hadiths using their various chains of narration in relating the story of Prophet * Isa and his 
mother Maryam, peace be upon them, all praise be to Allah. This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat At-Tahrim, all thanks and praise are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mulk 

(Chapter - 67) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-Mulk 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that Allah's Messenger said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, there is a chapter in the Qur'an which contains thirty Ayat that will intercede on behalf 
of its reciter until he is forgiven. (It is): (Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion.)) This 
Hadith was collected by At-Tirmidhi and the four Sunan Compilers. At-Tirmidhi said concerning 
it, "This is a Hasan Hadith." At-Tabarani and Al-Hafiz Ad-Diya' Al-Maqdisi both recorded from 
Anas that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(There is a chapter of the Qur'an that will argue on behalf of its reciter until it causes him to 
enter into Paradise. (It is): (Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion.)) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion; and He is Able to do all things.) (2. Who has 
created death and life that He may test you which of you is best in deed. And He is the 
Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving;) (3. Who has created the seven heavens one above the other; you 
can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious. Then look again. Can you see any rifts) 
(4. Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to you Khasi', and worn out.) (5. And 
indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, and We have made such lamps (as) 
missiles to drive away the Shayatin, and have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire.) 



Glorification of Allah and mentioning the Creation of Death, Life, 

the Heavens and the Stars 

Allah the Exalted glorifies His Noble Self and informs that the dominion is in His Hand. This 
means that He deals with all of His creatures however He wishes and there is none who can 
reverse His decree. He is not questioned concerning what He does because of His force, His 
wisdom and His j ust ice. For this reason Allah says, 



(and He is Able to do all things.) Then Allah says, 



(Who has created death and life) Those who say that death is an existing creation use this Ayah 
as a proof because it is something that has been created. This Ayah means that He brought 
creation into existence from nothing in order to test the creatures. He examines them to see 
which of them will be best in deeds. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life.) (2:28) In this 
Ayah Allah named the first stage, which is non-existence, "death." Then he named the origin or 
beginning of existence, "life." This is why Allah says, 



(Then He will give death, then again will bring you to life ( on the Day of Resurrection)) (2:28). 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(He may test you which of you is best in deed.) it means best in deeds. This is as Muhammad 
bin ' Ajlan said. It should be noted that Allah did not say "which of you does the most deeds." 
Allah then says, 



(And He is the Almighty, the Oft -Forgiving.) This means that He is the Almighty, the Most 
Great, the Most Powerful and the Most Honorable. However, along with this He is Most 
Forgiving to whoever turns to Him in repentance and seeks His pardon after having disobeyed 
Him and opposed His commandment. Even though Allah is Almighty, He also forgives, shows 
mercy, pardons and excuses. Then Allah says, 



(Who has created the seven heavens one above the other;) meaning stacked one on top of the 
other. Are they connected to each other, meaning that they are in elevated ascension, some of 
them being stacked above others, or separated with space between them There are two views 
concerning this, and the most correct opinion seems to be the latter as is proven in the Hadith 
of lsra'(the Prophet's Night Journey) and other narrations. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(you can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious.) means, it (the creation) is done in a 
flawless manner, and these are connected with each other so as to forms a straight level, 
having no disunion, conflict, inconsistency, deficiency, flaw or defect. This is the reason that 
Allah says, 



(Then look again. Can you see any rifts) meaning, look at the sky and pay close attention to it. 
Do you see any flaw, deficiency, defect or rifts in it Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Ath- 
Thawri and others said concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then look again. Can you see any rifts) that it means cracks. As-Suddi said that, 



(Can you see any rifts) means any tears. Qatadah said, 



(Can you see any rifts) means, " do you see any defects Son of Adam (mankind)' In reference 
to Allah's statement, 



(Then look again and yet again, ) Qatadah said, "It means (look) twice. 



(your sight will return to you Khasi',) Ibn ' Abbas said that Khasi' means humiliated. Mujahid and 
Qatadah both said that it means despised. 



(and worn out.) Ibn * Abbas said that this means it will be exhausted. Mujahid, Qatadah and As- 
Suddi all said that it means broken down fatigue that comes from weakness. Thus, the Ayah 
means that if you continuously looked, no matter how much you look, your sight will return to 
you. 



(Khasi 1 ) due to the inability to see any flaw or defect (in Allah's creation). 



(and worn out.) meaning, exhausted and broken down feebleness due to the great amount of 
repeated looking without being able to detect any deficiency. Then, after Allah negated any 
deficiency in the creation of the heavens, He explains their perfection and beauty. He says, 



(And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps, ) This refers to the stars which 
have been placed in the heavens, some moving and some stationary. In Allah's statement, 



(and We have made them (as) missiles to drive away the Shayatin,) The pronoun 'them' in His 
statement, "and We have made them" is the same type of statement as the stars being referred 
to as lamps. This does not mean that they are actually missiles, because the stars in the sky are 
not thrown. Rather, it is the meteors beneath them that are thrown and they are taken from 
the stars. And Allah knows best. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(and We have prepared for them the torment of the blazing Fire.) means, 'We have made this 
disgrace for the devils in this life and We have prepared for them the torment of the blazing 
Fire in the Hereafter.' This is as Allah said in the beginning of Surat As-Saffat, 



(Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars (for beauty). And to guard against 
every rebellious devil. They cannot listen to the higher group (angels) for they are pelted from 
every side. Outcast, and theirs is a constant (or painful) torment. Except such as snatch away 
something by stealing, and they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness.) 37:6-7 
Qatadah said, "These stars were only created for three purposes: Allah created them as 
adornment for the heaven (sky), as missiles for the devils and as signs for navigation. 
Therefore, whoever seeks to interpret any other meanings for them other than these, then 
verily he has spoken with his own opinion, he has lost his portion and burdened himself with 
that which he has no knowledge of." Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim both recorded this statement. 



(6. And for those who disbelieve in their Lord is the torment of Hell, and worst indeed is that 
destination.) (7. When they are cast therein, they will hear its Shahiq while it is simmering.) 
(8. It almost bursts up with fury. Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: "Did no 
warner come to you") (9. They will say: "Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but we rejected 
him and said: ' Allah never sent down anything; you are only in great error.'") (10. And they will 
say: "Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers 
of the blazing Fire!") (11. Then they will confess their sin. 3d, away with the dwellers of the 
blazing Fire!) 



The Description of Hell and Those Who will enter into it 

Allah the Exalted says, 



(and) meaning, " and We have prepared, 



(for those who disbelieve in their Lord is the torment of Hell, and worst indeed is that 
destination.) This means that this will be the worst end and a terrible destiny. 



(When they are cast therein, they will hear its Shahiq) Ibn Jarir said, "This means the sound of 
shouting." 



(while it is simmering.) Ath-Thawri said, "It will boil them just as a small number of seeds are 
boiled in a lot of water." Then Allah says, 



(It almost bursts up with fury.) meaning, some parts of it almost break apart from other parts 
due to the severity of its rage and anger with them. 



(Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: "Did no warner come to you" They will 
say: "Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but we rejected him and said: 'Allah never sent 
down anything; you are only in great error.'") In these Ayat Allah reminds of His justice in 
dealing with His creatures and that He does not punish anyone until the proof has been 
established against them and a Messenger has been sent to them. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger.) 17:15 Allah also says, 



(till when they reach it, the gatesthereof will be opened. And its keepers will say, "Did not the 
Messengers come to you from yourselves, reciting to you the Ayat of your Lord, and warning 
you of the meeting of this Day of yours" They will say: "Yes," but the Word of torment has been 
justified against the disbelievers!") 39:71 Thus, they have no recourse but to blame 
themselves and they will feel remorseful when such remorse will be of no benefit to them. 
They will say, 



(Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers of 
the blazing Fire!) meaning, " if we would have benefited from our intellects or listened to the 
truth that Allah revealed, we would not have been disbelieving in Allah and misguided about 
Him. But we did not have understanding to comprehend what the Messengers came with, and 
we did not have the intelligence to guide usto following them.' Allah then says, 



(Then they will confess their sin. So, away with the dwellers of the blazing Fire!) Imam Ahmad 
recorded from Abu Al-Bakhtari At-Ta'i that he heard from one of the Companions that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The people will not be destroyed until they themselves confess their guilt.) 



(12. Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.) 
(13. And whether you keep your talk secret or disclose it, verily, He is the All-Knower of what 
is in the breasts.) (14. Should not He Who has created know And He is the Most Kind and 



Courteous, All-Aware.) (15. He it is Who has made the earth subservient to you; so walk in the 
paths thereof and eat of His provision. And to Him will be the resurrection.) 



The Reward of those Who fear their Lord unseen 

Allah informs of he who fears standing before his Lord, being frightened about matters 
between himself and Allah when he is not in the presence of other people. So he refrains from 
disobedience and he performs acts of obedience when no one sees him except Allah. Allah 
mentionsthat this person will have forgiveness and a great reward. This meansthat hissinswill 
be remitted and he will be rewarded abundantly. This is similar to what has been confirmed in 
the Two Sahihs, 



» 



« 



(There are seven people whom Allah the Exalted will shade in the shade of His Throne on the 
Day when there will be no shade except its shade.) Then he mentioned that among those 
people are: 

: » 



« 



(A man who is tempted by a beautiful woman of high social status, but he says: 'Verily, I fear 
Allah.' Another person from among them is a man who gives charity and he conceals it so that 
his left hand does not know what his right hand spent.) Then He says, while informing that He 
is aware of the innermost conscience and secrets, 



(And whether you keep your talk secret or disclose it, verily, He is the All-Knower of what is in 
the breasts.) meaning, that which occurs in the hearts (ideas, thoughts, etc.). 



(Should not He Who has created know) This means, 'doesn't the Creator know' 



(And He is the Most Kind and Courteous, All -Aware (of everything).) 



Allah's Favor of subjugating the Earth to His Servants 

Then Allah mentions His favor to His creation in subjugating the earth to them, and making it 
subservient to them. This is by His making it a stable abode and dwelling place. He placed in it 
mountains and caused water springs to gush forth from it. He fashioned pathways, and placed 
useful things in it and places fertile for the growth of fruit and vegetation. Allah says, 



(He it is Who has made the earth subservient to you; so walk in the paths thereof) meaning, 
travel wherever you wish throughout its regions and frequent its countrysides and all the areas 
of its domain in your various journeys to seek earnings and trade. And know that your efforts 
will not benefit you anything unless Allah makes matters easy for you. Allah continues to say, 



(and eat of His provision.) Thus, striving by using the means (to attain something) does not 
negate the necessity of depending upon Allah (At-Tawakkul). This is similar to what Imam 
Ahmad recorded from v Umar bin Al-Khattab, that he heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(If you would trust in Allah as He truly should be trusted in, He would surely provide for you as 
He provides for the birds. They set out in the morning with empty stomachs and return in the 
evening with full stomachs.) At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah all recorded this Hadith. At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." So thisconfirmsthat the bird searches morning and evening for its 
sustenance while depending upon Allah. For He is the Subduer, the Controller and the One Who 
causes everything. 



(And to Him will be the resurrection.) meaning, the place of return on the Day of Judgement. 
Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi and Qatadah all said that Manakibiha (its paths) means its 
outermost borders, its roads and its regions. 



(16. Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will not cause the earth to sink with 
you, and then it should quake) (17. Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will 
not send against you a Hasib Then you shall know how has been My warning.) (18. And indeed 
those before them rejected, then how terrible was My reproach) (19. Do they not see the birds 
above them, spreading out their wings and folding them in None upholds them except the Most 
Gracious. Verily, He is the All-Seer of everything.) 



How can You feel Secure against the Punishment of Allah while He 
is Able to seize You however He wills 

This is another indication of His gentleness and His mercy with His creatures. He is able to 
punish them because some of them disbelieve in Him and worship others besides Him, yet He is 
forbearing, He pardons, and He gives respite for an appointed time without hastening. This is 
as He says, 



(And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth; but He gives them respite to an appointed term: and 
when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of His servants.) 35:45 Here Allah 
says, 



(Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will not cause the earth to sink with you, 
and then it should quake) meaning, that it would move back and forth, and be disrupted. 



(Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will not send against you a Hasib) 
meaning, a wind containing gravel that will strike you, as Allah says in another Ayah, 



(Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of the land to swallow you up, or that He 
will not send against you a violent sandstorm Then, you shall find no trustee.) 17:68 And 
similarly, here Allah threatensthem with His statement, 



(Then you shall know how has been My warning.) meaning, 'how is My admonition and what 
will happen to those who disregard and reject it.' Then Allah says, 



(And indeed those before them rejected,) meaning, from the previous nations and the old 
generations that have passed. Then Allah says, 



(then how terrible was My reproach) meaning, " how was My rebuke of them and my 
punishment of them.' Meaning, it was great, severe and painful. 



The flight of Birds is by the Power of Allah and it is a Proof that He 

sees everything small and large 



Allah says, 



(Do they not see the birds above them, spreading out their wings and folding them in) meaning, 
sometimes they spread their wings out in the wind (gliding) and other times they gather and 
spread (flapping) the wings in flight 



(None upholdsthem) meaning, in the air, 



(except the Most Gracious.) meaning, Allah holds them up in the air by subjecting the air to 
them out of His mercy and His gentleness. 



(Verily, He is the All-Seer of everything.) means, with what is beneficial and suitable for all of 
His creatures. This is similar to His statement, 



(Do they not see the birds held in the midst of the sky None upholdsthem but Allah. Verily, in 
this are clear Ayat for people who believe.) 24:79 



(20. Who is it besides the Most Gracious that can be an army to you to help you The 
disbelievers are in nothing but delusion.) (21. Who is it that can provide for you if He should 
withhold His provision Nay, but they continue to be in pride, and flee.) (22. Is he who walks 
prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he who walks upright on a straight path) (23. Say: "It 
is He Who has created you, and endowed you with hearing and seeing, and hearts. Little thanks 
you give.") (24. Say: "It is He Who has created you on the earth, and to Him shall you be 
gathered.") (25. They say: "When will this promise come to pass, if you are telling the truth") 
(26. Say: "The knowledge is with Allah only, and I am only a plain warner.") (27. But when they 
will see it approaching, the faces of those who disbelieve will be sad and grievous, and it will 
be said: "This is what you were calling for!") 



No One will help You and No One can grant Sustenance except for 

Allah 

Allah addresses the idolators who worship others besides Him, seeking help and sustenance 
from them. Allah rebukes them for what they believe, and He informs them that they will not 
attain that which they hope for. Allah says, 



(Who is it besides the Most Gracious that can be an army to you to help) imeaning, there is no 
protector or helper for you besides Him. Thisisthe reason that Allah says, 



(The disbelievers are in nothing but delusion.) Then Allah says, 



(Who is it that can provide for you if He should withhold His provision) meaning, who is it that 
can provide for you if Allah cuts off your sustenance There is no one who gives, withholds, 
creates, provides and helps other than Allah alone, Who has no partner. This proves that they 
know this, yet they still worship others besides Him. Thus, Allah says, 



(Nay, but they continue) meaning, they persist in their transgression, lying and misguidance. 



(to be in pride, and flee.) meaning, they continue in obstinance, arrogance and fleeing away 
from the truth. They do not listen to it nor do they follow it. 



The Parable of the Disbeliever and the Believer 

Then Allah says, 



(Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he who walks upright on a straight 
path) This is a parable which Allah made of the believer and the disbeliever. So the condition 
of the disbeliever is like one who walks prone on his face. This is like a person walking bent 
over on his face (with his head down) instead of walking upright. This person does not know 
where he is going or how. Rather, he is lost, astray and confused. Is this person more guided, 



(or he who walks upright) meaning, he who stands erect. 



(on a straight path) meaning, this person who walks upright is on a clear path, and he is 
straight within himself while his path is straight as well. This istheir likeness in this world, and 
their likeness will be the same in the Hereafter. So the believer will be gathered (on the Day of 
Judgement) walking upright upon the straight path and the vast and spacious Paradise will be 



opened up for him. However, the disbeliever will be gathered walking down on his face to the 
Hellfire. 



(Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions and what they used to worship 
instead of Allah, and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire.) (37:22,23) "Companions" here 
means those like them. Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas bin Malik that it was said, "O 
Messenger of Allah! How will the people be gathered on their faces" So the Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



(Is not He who made them to walk on their legs able to make them walk on their faces") This 
Hadith is also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 



Allah's Power to create and It being an Evidence of the Final Abode 

Allah says, 



(Say it is He Who has created you,) meaning, He initiated your creation after you were not 
even a thing worth mentioning (i.e., nothing). Then He says, 



(and endowed you with hearing and seeing, and hearts.) meaning, intellects and powers of 
reasoning. 



(Little thanks you give.) meaning, how little you use these abilities that Allah has blessed you 
with to obey Him, to act according to His commandments, and avoid His prohibitions. 



(Say: "It is He Who has created you on the earth...") meaning, He has spread and distributed 
you all througout the various regions and areas of the earth with your differing languages, 
colors, shapes, appearances and forms. 



(and to Him shall you be gathered.) meaning, you all will come together after this separation 
and division. He will gather you all just as He separated you and He will bring you back again 
just as He originated you. Then while informing of the disbelievers who reject the final return, 
and doubt concerning its real occurrence, Allah said; 



(They say: "When will this promise come to pass if you are telling the truth") meaning, 'when 
will this gathering after separation that you are informing us of, occur 1 



(Say: "The knowledge is with Allah only...") meaning, 'no one knows the time of the Day of 
Judgement exactly except Allah, but He has commanded me to inform you that it is real and it 
will definitely occur, so beware of it.' 



(and I am only a plain warner.) meaning, ' I am only obligated to convey, and verily I have 
performed my duty (of conveying) towards you.' Then Allah says, 



(But when they will see it approaching, the faces of those who disbelieve will be sad and 
grievous.) means, when the Day of Judgement begins, and the disbelievers witness it, and they 
see that the matter has drawn close, because everything that is to occur will occur, even if it 
takes a long time. So, when what they denied occurs, it will grieve them because they will 
know what is awaiting them there (in Hell) of the worst evil. This means that it will surround 
them and Allah will command what they were not able to reckon or fully comprehend to come 
to them. 



(and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they had not been reckoning. And 
the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them, and that which they used to 
mock at will encircle them.) (39:47,48) This is why it will be said to them in order to scold and 
repri- mand them, 



(This is what you were calling for!) meaning, that you were seeking to hasten. 



(28. Say: "Tell me! If Allah destroys me, and those with me, or He bestows His mercy on us - 
who can save the disbelievers from a painful torment") (29. Say: "He is the Most Gracious, in 
Him we believe, and upon Him we rely. So, you will come to know who it is that is in manifest 
error.") (30. Say: "Tell me! If (all) your water were to sink away, who then can supply you with 
flowing water") 



The Death of the Believer will not save the Disbeliever, so let Him 

reflect upon His Deliverance 

Allah says, 



(say) '0 Muhammad to these idolatorswho are associating partners with Allah and denying His 
favors,' 



(Tell me! If Allah destroys me, and those with me, or He bestows His mercy on us - who can 
save the disbelievers from a painful torment) meaning, ' save yourselves, for verily, there is 
nothing that can rescue you from Allah except repentance, turning to Him for forgiveness and 
returning to His religion. Your hopes that torment and exemplary punishment will strike us, will 
not benefit you. Whether Allah punishes us or has mercy on us, there is no escaping from 
Allah's punishment and painful torment that you will suffer.' Then Allah says, 



(Say: "He is the Most Gracious, in Him we believe, and upon Him we rely.) meaning, 'we 
believe in the Lord of all that exists, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and upon Him we 
rely in all of our affairs.' This is as Allah says, 



(So worship Him and rely upon Him.) (11:123) Thus, Allah continues saying, 



(So, you will come to know who it is that is in manifest error.) meaning, " between Us and you, 
and to whom the final end (ultimate victory) will be for in this life and in the Hereafter.' 



Reminding of Allah's Blessing by the springing of Water and the 
Threat of It being taken away Demonstrating how merciful He is to 

His creatures, 

Allah says; 



(Say: "Tell me! If your water were to sink away...") meaning, if it were to go away, 
disappearing into the lowest depths of the earth, then it would not be reachable with iron axes 
nor strong arms. ' Gha'ir' (sinking) as used here in the Ayah, is the opposite of springing forth. 
This is why Allah says, 



(who then can supply you with flowing water) meaning, springing forth, flowing, running upon 
the face of the earth. This means that no one is able to do this except Allah. So, it is merely 
out of His favor and His grace that He causes water to spring forth for you, and He makes it run 
to the various regions of the earth in an amount that is suitable for the needs of servants, be it 
little or abundant. So Allah's is all the praise and thanks. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat 
Al-Mulk and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 



The Tafsir of Surah Nun 

(Chapter - 68) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Nun. By the pen and by what they Yastur.) (2. You, by the grace of your Lord, are not 
insane.) (3. And verily, for you will be reward that is not Mamnun.) (4. And verily, you are on 
an exalted character.) (5. You will see, and they will see,) (6. Which of you is afflicted with 
madness.) (7. Verily, your Lord is the best Knower of him who has gone astray from His path, 
and He is the best Knower of those who are guided.) We have already discussed the special 
letters of the Arabic alphabet at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. Thus, Allah's saying, 



(Nun), is like Allah's saying, 



(Sad), and Allah's saying, 



(Qaf), and similar to them from the individual letters that appear at the beginning of Qur'anic 
chapters. This has been dis- cussed at length previously and there is no need to repeat it here. 



The Explanation of the Pen Concerning 

Allah's statement, 



(By the pen) The apparent meaning is that this refers to the actual pen that is used to write. 
This is like Allah's saying, 



(Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught by the pen. He has taught man that 
which he knew not.) (96:3-5) Therefore, this statement is Allah's swearing and alerting His 
creatures to what He has favored them with by teaching them the skill of writing, through 
which knowledge is attained. Thus, Allah continues by saying, 



(and by what they Yastur.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah all said that this means, "what 
they write." As-Suddi said, "The angels and the deeds of the servantsthey record." Qhers said, 
"Rather, what is meant here is the pen which Allah caused to write the decree when He wrote 
the decrees of all creation, and this took place fifty-thousand years before He created the 
heavens and the earth." For this, they present Hadithsthat have been reported about the Pen. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Al-Walid bin ' Ubadah bin As-Samit that he said, "My father called 
for me when he was dying and he said to me: ' Verily, I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the first of what Allah created wasthe Pen, and He said to it: "Write." The Pen said: "0 
my Lord, what shall I write" He said: "Write the decree and whatever will throughout 
eternity.")" This Hadith has been recorded by Imam Ahmad through various routes of 
transmission. At-Tirmidhi also recorded it from a Hadith of Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi and he (At- 
Tirmidhi) said about it, "Hasan Sahih, Gharib." 



Swearing by the Pen refers to the Greatness of the Prophet 

Allah says, 



(You, by the grace of your Lord, are not insane.) meaning -- and all praise is due to Allah -- 
'you are not crazy as the ignorant among your people claim. They are those who deny the 
guidance and the clear truth that you have come with. Therefore, they attribute madness to 
you because of it.' 



(And verily, for you will be reward that is not Mamnun.) meaning, " for you is the great reward, 
and abundant blessings which will never be cut off or perish, because you conveyed the 
Message of your Lord to creation, and you were patient with their abuse.' The meaning of: 



(not Mamnun) is that it will not be cut off. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(a gift without an end.) (11:108) and Misstatement, 



(Then they shall have a reward without end.) (95:6) Mujahid said, 



(Without Mamnun) means "Without reckoning." And this refers back to what we have said 
before. 



The Explanation of the Statement: "Verily, You are on an Exalted 

Character." 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And verily, you are on an exalted (standard of) character.) AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas, 
"Verily, you are on a great religion, and it is Islam." Likewise said Mujahid, Abu Malik, As-Suddi 
and Ar-Rabr bin Anas. Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd also said this. Sa' id bin Abi ' Arubah reported 
from Qatadah that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(And verily, you are on an exalted (standard of) character.) "It has been mentioned to us that 
Sa' d bin Hisham asked * A'ishah about the character of the Messenger of Allah , so she replied: 
' Have you not read the Qur'an' Sa' d said: ' Of course.' Then she said: ' Verily, the character of 
the Messenger of Allah was the Qur'an.'" ' Abdur-Razzaq recorded similar to this and Imam 
Muslim recorded it in his Sahih on the authority of Qatadah in its full length. This means that 
he would act according to the commands and the prohibition in the Qur'an. His nature and 
character were patterned according to the Qur'an, and he abandoned his natural disposition 
(i.e., the carnal nature). So whatever the Qur'an commanded, he did it, and whatever it 
forbade, he avoided it. Along with this, Allah gave him the exalted character, which included 
the qualities of modesty, kindness, bravery, pardoning, gentleness and every other good 
characteristic. This is like that which has been confirmed in the Two Sahihsthat Anas said, "I 
served the Messenger of Allah for ten years, and he never said a word of displeasure to me 
(Uff), nor did he ever say to me concerning something I had done: ' Why did you do that' And he 
never said to me concerning something I had not done: 'Why didn't you do this' He had the best 
character, and I never touched any silk or anything else that was softer than the palm of the 
Messenger of Allah . And I never smelled any musk or perfume that had a better fragrance than 
the sweat of the Messenger of Allah." Imam Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The 
Messenger of Allah had the most handsome face of all the people, and he had the best behavior 
of all of the people. And he was not tall, nor was he short." The Hadiths concerning this matter 
are numerous. Abu ' Isa At-Tirmidhi has a complete book on this subject called Kitab Ash- 
Shama'il. Imam Ahmad recorded that 'A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah never struck a 
servant of his with his hand, nor did he ever hit a woman. He never hit anything with his hand, 
except for when he was fighting Jihad in the cause of Allah. And he was never given the option 
between two things except that the most beloved of the two to him was the easiest of them, 
as long as it did not involve sin. If it did involve sin, then he stayed farther away from sin than 
any of the people. He would not avenge himself concerning anything that was done to him, 
except if the limits of Allah were transgressed. Then, in that case he would avenge for the sake 
of Allah." Imam Ahmad also recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(I have only been sent to perfect righteous behavior.) Ahmad was alone in recording this 
Hadith. In reference to Allah's statement, 



(You will see, and they will see, which of you is afflicted with madness.) then it means, 'you 
will know, Muhammad -- and those who oppose you and reject you, will know -- who is insane 
and misguided among you.' This is like Allah's statement, 



(Tomorrow they will come to know who isthe liar, the insolent one!) (54:26) Allah also says, 



(And verily (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain error.) (34:24) Ibn Jurayj reported 
from Ibn " Abbas, it means "You will know and they will know on the Day of Judgement." Al- 
x Awf i reported from Ibn x Abbas; 



(Which of you is Maftun (afflicted with madness) means which of you is crazy. This was also 
said by Mujahid and others as well. The literal meaning of Maftun is one who has been charmed 
or lured away from the truth and has strayed from it. Thus, the entire statement means, ' so 
you will know and they will know,' or ' you will be informed and they will be informed, as to 
which of you is afflicted with madness.' And Allah knows best. Then Allah says, 



(Verily, your Lord is the best Knower of him who has gone astray from His path, and He is the 
best Knower of those who are guided.) meaning, * He knows which of the two groups are truly 
guided among you, and He knowsthe party that is astray from the truth.' 



(8. So, do not obey the deniers.) (9. They wish that you should compromise with them, so they 
(too) would compromise with you.) (10. And do not obey every Hallaf Mahin.) (11. A Hammaz, 
going about with Namim,) (12. Hinderer of the good, transgressor, sinful,) (13. ' Utul, and 
moreover Zanim.) (14. (He was so) because he had wealth and children.) (15. When Our Ayat 
are recited to him, he says: "Tales of the men of old!") (16. We shall brand him on the snout 
(nose)!) 



Prohibition of giving in to the Pressure of the Disbelievers and Their 
Suggestions, and that They like to meet in the Middle of the Path 

Allah says, 'just as We have favored you and given you the upright legislation and great 
(standard of) character,' 



(So, do not obey the deniers. They wish that you should compromise with them, so they (too) 
would compromise with you.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "That you would permit them (their idolatry) 
and they also would permit you (to practice your religion)." Mujahid said, 



(They wish that you should compromise with them, so they (too) would compromise with you.) 
"This means that you should be quiet about their gods and abandon the truth that you are 
upon." Then Allah says, 



(And do not obey every Hallaf (one who swears much) Mahin (liar or worthless person).) This is 
because the liar, due to his weakness and his disgracefulness, only seeks protection in his false 
oaths which he boldly swears to while using Allah's Names, and he uses them (false oaths) all 
the time and out of place (i.e., unnecessarily). Ibn ' Abbas said, "Al-Mahin meansthe liar." Then 
Allah says, 



(AHammaz, ) Ibn 'Abbas and Qatadah both said, "This is slander. 



(going about with Namim,) This refers to the one who goes around among people instigating 
discord between them and carrying tales in order to corrupt relations between people when 
they are good and pleasant. It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs that Mujahid reported from 
Tawusthat Ibn ' Abbas said, "The Messenger of Allah once passed by two graves and he said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, these two are being punished, and they are not being punished for something major. 
One of them was not careful about protecting himself from urine (when relieving himself). The 
other one used to spread Namimah.)" This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their 
books through routes of transmission that are all on the authority of Mujahid. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Hudhayfah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



« » 

(The slanderer will not enter into Paradise.)" This Hadith has been reported by the Group 
except for Ibn Majah. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Hinderer of good, transgressor, sinful,) it means, he refuses to give and withholds that which 
he has of good. 



(transgressor,) this means, in attaining that which Allah has made permissible for him, he 
exceedsthe legislated bounds. 



(sinful,) meaning, he delves into the forbidden things. Concerning Allah's statement, 



f Utul, and moreover Zanim.) 'Utul means one who is cruel, harsh, strong, greedy and stingy. 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Al-Harithah bin Wahb that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Shall I inform you of the people of Paradise (They will be) every weak and oppressed person. 
When he swears by Allah, he fulfills his oath. Shall I inform you of the people of the Fire Every 
" Utul (cruel person), Jawwaz and arrogant person.) Al-WakP said, "It (" Utul) is every Jawwaz, 
Ja' zari and arrogant person." Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this in their Two Sahihs, as 
well as the rest of the Group, except for Abu Dawud. All of its routes of transmission are by 
way of Sufyan Ath-Thawri and Shu' bah who both reported it from Sa' id bin Khalid. The 
scholars of Arabic language have said that J a' zari means rude and harsh, while Jawwaz means 
greedy and stingy. Concerning the word Zanim, Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn " Abbas that he 
said concerning the Ayah, 



{* Utul (cruel), and moreover Zanim.) "A man from the Quraysh who stands out among them like 
the sheep that has had a piece of its ear cut off." The meaning of this is that he is famous for 
his evil just as a sheep that has a piece of its ear cut off stands out among its sister sheep. In 
the Arabic language the Zanim is a person who is adopted among a group of people (i.e., he is 
not truly of them). Ibn Jarir and others among the Imams have said this. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



((He was so) because he had wealth and children. When Our Ayat are recited to him, he says: 
"Tales of the men of old!") Allah is saying, 'this is how he responds to the favors that Allah has 
bestowed upon him of wealth and children, by disbelieving in Allah's Ayat and turning away 
from them while claiming that they are a lie that has been taken from the tales of the 
ancients.' This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Leave Me alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely (without any wealth and children etc.). 
And then granted him resources in abundance. And children to be by his side. And made life 
smooth and comfortable for him. After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily, 
he has been opposing Our Ayat. I shall oblige him to face a severe torment! Verily, he thought 
and plotted. So let him be cursed, how he plotted! And once more let him be cursed, how he 
plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered way. Then he 
turned back, and was proud. Then he said: "This is nothing but magic from that of old, this is 
nothing but the word of a human being!" I will cast him into Hellfire. And what will make you 



know what Hellfire is It spares not (any sinner), nor does it leave (anything unburned)! Burning 
and blackening the skins! Over it are nineteen (angels as keepers of Hell).) 74:11-30 Then 
Allah said here, 



(We shall brand him on the snout!) Ibn Jarir said, "We will make his matter clear and evident so 
that they will know him and he will not be hidden from them, just as the branding mark on the 
snouts (of animals)." Others have said, 



(We shall brand him) This is the mark of the people of the Hell-fire; meaning, 'We will blacken 
his face on the Day of Judgement,' and the face has been referred to here as snout. 



(17. Verily, We have tried them as We tried the People of the Garden, when they swore to 
pluck the fruits in the morning,) (18. Without (saying: "If Allah wills.")) (19. Then there passed 
over it a Ta'if from your Lord while they were asleep.) (20. So by the morning, it became like 
As-Sarim.) (21. Then they called out (one to another as soon) as the morning broke.) (22. 
Saying: "Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would pluck (the fruits).") (23. So they departed, 
and they were whispering:) (24. "No poor person shall enter upon you into it today.") (25. And 
they went in the morning with Hard Qadirin.) (26. But when they saw it, they said: "Verily, we 
have gone astray.") (27. "Nay! Indeed we are deprived!") (28. The Awsat among them said; "Did 
I not tell you, " Why do you not Tusabbihun."') (29. They said: "Glory to Our Lord! Verily, we 
have been wrongdoers.") (30. Then they turned one against another, blaming.) (31. They said: 
"Woe to us! Verily, we were Taghin.") (32. "We hope that our Lord will give us in exchange 
better than it. Truly, we hope in our Lord.") (33. Such is the punishment, but truly, the 
punishment of the Hereafter is greater if they but knew.) 



A Parable of the Removal of the Earnings of the Disbelievers 

This is a parable that Allah made of the behavior of the Quraysh disbelievers with the great 
mercy, and tremendous favors He granted them. The mercy and favor of sending of Muhammad 
to them. But they met him with denial, rejection and opposition. Therefore Allah says, 



(Verily, We have tried them) meaning, ' We have tested them. 



(as We tried the People of the Garden,) This refers to a garden containing different types of 
fruits and vegetation. 



(when they swore to pluck the fruits of the (garden) in the morning,) meaning, they vowed 
between themselves during the night that they would pluck the fruit of the garden in the 
morning so that poor and the beggars would not know what they were doing. In this way they 
would be able to keep its fruit for themselves and not give any of it in charity. 



(Without (saying: "If Allah wills.")) meaning their vow that they made. Therefore, Allah broke 
their vow. He then said, 



(Then there passed over it a Ta'if from your Lord while they were asleep. ) meaning, it was 
afflicted with some heavenly destruction. 



(So by the morning it became like As- Sarim.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "Like the dark night." Ath-Thawri 
and As-Suddi both said, "Like the crop when it is harvested withered and dry." 



(Then they called out (one to another as soon) as the morning broke.) meaning, when it was 
(early) morning time they called each other so that they could go together to pick the harvest 
or cut it (its fruits). Then Allah said, 



((Saying:) "Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would pluck (the fruits).") meaning, " if you 
want to pluck your harvest fruit.' 



(So they departed, and they were whispering:) meaning, they spoke privately about what they 
were doing so that no one could hear what they were saying. Then Allah, the All-Knower of 
secrets and private discussions, explained what they were saying in private. He said, 



(So they departed, and they were whispering: "No poor person shall enter upon you into it 
today.") meaning, some of them said to others, "Do not allow any poor person to enter upon 
you in it (the garden) today." Allah then said, 



(And they went in the morning with Hard) meaning, with strength and power. 



(Qadirin) meaning, they thought they had power to do what they claimed and what they were 
desiring. 



(But when they saw it, they said: "Verily, we have gone astray.") meaning, when they arrived at 
it and came upon it, and it was in the condition which Allah changed from that luster, 
brilliance and abundance of fruit, to being black, gloomy and void of any benefit. They 
believed that they had been mistaken in the path they took in walking to it. This is why they 
said, 



(Verily, we have gone astray.) meaning, 'we have walked down a path other than the one we 
were seeking to reach it.' This was said by Ibn 'Abbas and others. Then they changed their 
minds and realized with certainty that it was actually the correct path. Then they said, 



(Nay! Indeed we are deprived (of the fruits)!) meaning, ' nay, this is it, but we have no portion 
and no share (of harvest).' 



(The Awsat among them said,) Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Muhammad bin 
Ka b, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah all said, "This means the most just of them 
and the best of them." 



(Did I not tell you, ' Why do you not Tusabbihun') Mujahid, As-Suddi and Ibn Jurayj all said that, 



(Why do you not Tusabbihun) this means "why do you not say, ' If Allah wills'" As-Suddi said, 
"Their making exception due to the will of Allah in that time was by glorifying Allah (Tasbih)." 
Ibn Jarir said, "It is a person's saying, * If Allah wills.'" It has also been said that it means that 
the best of them said to them, "Did I not tell you, why don't you glorify Allah and thank Him for 
what He has given you and favored you with" 



(They said: "Glory to Our Lord! Verily, we have been wrongdoers.") They became obedient 
when it was of no benefit to them, and they were remorseful and confessed when it was not of 
any use. Then they said, 



("...Verily, we have been wrongdoers." Then they turned one against another, blaming.) 
meaning, they started blaming each other for what they had resolved to do, preventing the 
poor people from receiving their right of the harvested fruit. Thus, their response to each 
other was only to confess their error and sin. 



(They said: "Woe to us! Verily, we were Taghin.") meaning, 'we have transgressed, trespassed, 
violated and exceeded the bounds until what this happened to us.' 



(We hope that our Lord will give us in exchange better than it. Truly, we hope in our Lord.) It 
has been said, "They were hoping for something better in exchange in this life." It has also been 
said, "They were hoping for its reward in the abode of the Hereafter." And Allah knows best. 
Some of the Salaf mentioned that these people were from Yemen. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "They 
were from a village that was called Darawan which was six miles from San' a' (in Yemen). " It 
has also been said, "They were from the people of Bhiopia whose father had left them this 
garden, and they were from the People of the Book. Their father used to handle the garden in 
a good way. Whatever he reaped from it he would put it back into the garden as it needed, and 
he would save some of it as food for his dependants for the year, and he would give away the 
excess in charity. Then, when he died, and his children inherited the garden they said, ' Verily, 
our father was foolish for giving some of this garden's harvest to the poor. If we prevent them 
from it, then we will have more.' So when they made up their minds to do this they were 
punished with what was contrary to their plan. Allah took away all of what they possessed of 
wealth, gain and charity. Nothing remained for them." Allah then says, 



(Such is the punishment,) meaning, such is the punishment of whoever opposes the command 
of Allah, is stingy with what Allah has given him and favored him with, withholds the right of 
the poor and needy, and responds to Allah's blessings upon him with ungratefulness (or 
disbelief). 



(but truly, the punishment of the Hereafter is greater if they but knew.) meaning, this is the 
punishment in this life, as you have heard, and the punishment of the Hereafter is even harder. 



(34. Verily, for those who have Taqwa are Gardens of Delight with their Lord.) (35. Shall We 
then treat the Muslims like the criminals) (36. What is the matter with you How judge you) (37. 
Or have you a Book wherein you learn,) (38. That you shall therein have all that you choose) 
(39. Or have you oathsfrom Us, lasting until the Day of Judgement, that yours will be what you 
judge) (40. Ask them, which of them will stand as surety for that!) (41. Or have they "partners" 
Then let them bring their "partners" if they are truthful!) 



(42. The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare and they shall be called to prostrate themselves, 
but they shall not be able to do so.) (43. Their eyes will be cast down and ignominy will cover 



them; they used to be called to prostrate themselves, while they were.) (44. Then leave Me 
alone with whoever denies this narration. We shall punish them gradually from directions they 
perceive not.) (45. And I will grant them a respite. Verily, My plan is strong.) (46. Or is it that 
you ask them a wage, so that they are heavily burdened with debt) (47. Or that the Unseen is 
in their hands, so that they can write it down) 



The Terror of the Day of Judgement 

After Allah mentions that those who have Taqwa, will have Gardens of Delight with their Lord, 
He explains when this will be, and its actual occurrence. He says, 



(The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare and they shall be called to prostrate themselves, but 
they shall not be able to do so.) meaning, the Day of Judgement and the horrors, earthquakes, 
trials, tests and great matters that will occur during it. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa' id Al- 
Khudri said that he heard the Prophet saying, 

» 



« 



(Our Lord will reveal His Shin, and every believing male and female will prostrate to Him. The 
only people who will remain standing are those who prostrated in the worldly life only to be 
seen and heard (showing off). This type of person will try to prostrate at that time, but his 
back will made to be one stiff plate (the bone will not bend or flex).)" This Hadith was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs and other books from different routes of transmission with various 
wordings. It is a long Hadith that is very popular. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Their eyes will be cast down and ignominy will cover them;) means, in the final abode, due to 
their crimes and arrogance in the worldly life. Thus they will be punished with the opposite of 
what they did. When they were called to prostrate in the worldly life, they refused to do so 
even though they were healthy and secure. Therefore, they will be punished with the lack of 
ability to do so in the Hereafter. When the Almighty Lord makes Himself visible (before the 
believers), then the believers will fall down in prostration to Him, but no one of the 
disbelievers and hypocrites will be able to prostrate, rather, their backs will become one plate. 



Everytime one of them attempts to prostrate, he will bow his neck but will not be able to 
prostrate. This is just like in the life of this world, when these people were in opposition to 
what the believers were doing. 



For Whoever denies the Qur'an 

Then Allah says, 



(Then leave Me alone with such as belie this narration.) meaning, the Qur'an. This is a sever 
threat which means, 'leave Me alone with this person; I know about him and how I will 
gradually punish him and increase him in his falsehood. I am giving him respite for a while, 
then I will seize him with a mighty and powerful punishment.' Thus, Allah says, 



(We shall punish them gradually from directionsthey perceive not.) meaning, and they will not 
even be aware of it. Rather, they will believe that it is a noble blessing from Allah, but really 
the same matter is actually a form of humiliation (for them). This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We expand them, We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) (23:55,56) Allah also said, 



(So, when they forgot that which they had been reminded, We opened for them the gates of 
everything, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a 
sudden, We punished them, and lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and 
sorrows.) Therefore, Allah says here, 



(And I will grant them a respite. Verily, My plan is strong.) meaning, x I will delay them, give 
them respite and extend their time. Yet, this is My plan, and My plot against them.' Thus, Allah 
says, 



(Verily, My plan is strong.) meaning, 'great against whoever opposes My command, rejects My 
Messengers and dares to disobey Me.' In the Two Sahihs it is recorded from the Messenger of 
Allah that he said, 



» 



« 



(Verily Allah the Exalted gives respite to the wrongdoer until He seizes him and he will not be 
able to escape Him.) Then he recited, 



(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the towns while they are doing wrong. 
Verily, His punishment is painful (and) severe.) (11:102) In reference to Allah's statement, 



(Or is it that you ask them for a wage, so that they are heavily burdened with debt Or that the 
Unseen is in their hands, so that they can write it down) the explanation of these two Ayat 
prece- ded in Surat At-Tur. The meaning of it is, 'you, Muhammad, call them to Allah 
without taking any wages from them, rather, you hope for the reward with Allah. Yet, they 
reject that which you have brought to them simply due to ignorance, disbelief and obstinacy.' 



(48. 3d, wait with patience for the decision of your Lord, and be not like the Companion of the 
Fish when he cried out (to Us) while he was Makzum.) (49. Had not a grace from his Lord 
reached him, he would indeed have been (left in the stomach of the fish, but We forgave him), 
so he was cast off on the naked shore, while he was to be blamed.) (50. Then his Lord chose 
him and made him of the righteous.) (51. And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make 
you slip with their eyes (through hatred) when they hear the Reminder (the Qur'an), and they 
say: "Verily, he is a madman!") (52. But it is nothing else than a Reminder to all the creatures 
f Alamin).) 



The Command to be Patient and to refrain from being Hasty like 

Yunuswas 



Allah says, 



(So wait with patience) ' Muhammad, persevere against the harm your people cause you and 
their rejection. For verily, Allah will give you authority over them, and make the final victory 
for you and your followers in this life and the Hereafter.' 



(and be not like the Companion of the Fish) meaning, Dhun-Nun, who was Yunus bin Matta, 
when he went off angry with his people. Various things happened to him, such as riding on a 
ship at sea, being swallowed by a (large) fish, the fish carrying him off into the ocean, being in 
the darkness and depth of the sea and hearing the sea's and its dwellers glorification of the 
Most High, the Most Able (Allah). For He (Allah) is the One Whose execution of divine decree 
cannot be resisted. After all of this, he (Yunus) called out from the layers of darkness, 



("That none has the right to be worshipped but You (0 Allah), Glorified (and Exalted) are You! 
Truly, I have been of the wrongdoers.") (21:87) Then Allah said concerning him, 



(So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress. And thus We do deliver the 
believers.) (21:88) Allah also says, 



(Had he not been of them who glorify Allah, he would have indeed remained inside its belly 
(the fish) till the Day when they are resurrected.) (37:143,144) 3d here (in this Surah), Allah 
says, 



(when he cried out (to Us) while he was Makzum.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and As-Suddi, all said, 
"while he was distressed." Then Allah goes on to say, 



(Then his Lord chose him and made him of the righteous.) Imam Ahmad recorded from 
x Abdullah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(It is not befitting for anyone to say that I am better than Yunus bin Matta.) Al-Bukhari 
recorded this Hadith and it is in the Two Sahihs reported from Abu Hurayrah. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make you slip with their eyes) Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid and others have said, 



(would make you slip) "In order to have some effect on you." 



(with their eyes) meaning, Mhey will affect you by looking at you with their eyes (i.e., the evil 
eye).' This means Mhey are jealous of you due to their hatred of you, and were it not for 
Allah's protection of you, defending you against them (then their evil eye would harm you).' 



The Effect of the Evil Eye is Real 

this Ayah is a proof that the effect of the evil eye and its affliction by the command of Allah is 
real. Many Hadiths have been reported concerning this through numerous routes of 
transmission. The Hadith of Buraydah bin Al-Husayb Abu ' Abdullah bin Majah recorded from 
Buraydah bin Al-Husayb that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(There is no Ruqyah except to cure the evil eye and the sting.) This is how Ibn Majah recorded 
this Hadith. Imam Muslim also recorded this Hadith in his Sahih on the authority of Buraydah 
himself, but he did not attribute it to the Prophet . There is a story concerning this incident (as 
reported by Buraydah in Sahih Muslim), and At-Tirmidhi recorded the Hadith in this manner 
(like Muslim's version). This Hadith has also been recorded by Imam Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud and 
At-Tirmidhi on the authority of * Imran bin Husayn, however, he did not attribute it to the 
Prophet . ' Imran's wording is, 

« » 

(There is no Ruqyah except to cure the evil eye and the sting.)" Muslim recorded in his Sahih 
from Ibn "Abbas that the Prophet said, 

» 
« 



(The evil eye is real. If anything were to overtake the divine decree (and change it), then it 
would be the evil eye. And if you perform Ghusl (to remove the evil eye) then wash well.) 
Muslim was alone in recording this Hadith, as Al-Bukhari did not mention it. It is reported from 
Ibn ' Abbas that he said, "The Messenger of Allah used to invoke Allah's protection for Al-Hasan 
and Al-Husayn (his grandsons) by saying, 

» 

« 

(I seek protection for you two by the perfect Words of Allah from every Shaytan, and dangerous 
creature, and from every eye that is evil.) Then he would say: 



» 



« 



(Thus, did Ibrahim used to seek protection for Ishaq and Isma'il (his sons).)" This Hadith was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari and the Sunan compilers. 



The Hadith of Abu Umamah As ad bin Sahl bin Hunayf 

Ibn Majah recorded from Abu Umamah As' ad bin Sahl bin Hunayf that ' Amir bin Rabi' ah passed 
by Sahl bin Hunayf while he was bathing and he said, "I haven't seen the skin of a beautiful 
virgin girl nicer than thisthat I see today (i.e., commenting on how nice Sahl's skin was)." So he 
did not leave before he (Sahl) fell down on the ground. So he was brought to the Messenger of 
Allah and it was said to him (the Prophet ) that Sahl had been afflicted by a seizure. The 
Prophet then said, 

« » 

(Who do you blame (or hold responsible) for this) The people replied, ""Amir bin RabP ah." Then 
the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(Would one of you knowingly kill his brother If one of you sees something of his brother that he 
likes, then let him supplicate for blessings for him.) Then the Prophet called for some water 
and he commanded ' Amir to perform Wudu' with the water. So he washed his face, his hands 
up to his two elbows, his two knees, and the inside of his Izar. Then the Prophet commanded 
him to pour the water over Sahl. Sufyan said that Ma' mar related from Az-Zuhri that he said, 
"The Prophet ordered him to turn the water pot over (empty its contents over) him (Sahl) from 



behind him." An-Nasa'i recorded this Hadith through different routes from Abu Umamah with 
the wording, "And he turned the pot over pouring its contents over him (Sahl) from behind 
him." 



The Hadith of Abu Sa id Al-Khudri 

Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "The Messenger of Allah used to seek refuge 
from the evil eye of the Jinns and the evil eye of humans. Then when the IVh/ awwidhatan were 
revealed, he used them (for seeking protection) and abandoned everything else. This was 
recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan." 



Ahmad recorded from Abu Sa' id that Jibril came to the Prophet and said, "0 Muhammad, are 
you suffering from any ailment" The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Yes)." Then Jibril said, 



» 



« 



("In the Name of Allah I pray over you for healing (Ruqyah), from everything that bothers you, 
from the evil of every soul and every evil eye that hates you, may Allah cure you, in the Name 
of Allah I pray over you for healing.") This Hadith has been recorded by Muslim and the Sunan 
compilers except for Abu Dawud. Imam Ahmad also recorded from Abu Sa' id or Jabir bin 
' Abdullah that the Messenger of Allah was bothered by some illness, and Jibril came to him and 
said, 



» 

« 

(In the Name of Allah I pray over you for healing (Ruqyah), from everything that bothers you, 
from every envious person and evil eye, may Allah cure you.) 



Another Hadith from Abu Sa id 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Sa' id that Jibril came to the Prophet and said, "0 Muhammad, 
are you suffering from any ailment" The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Yes)." Then Jibril said, 

» 



« 



("In the Name of Allah I pray over you for healing (Ruqyah), from everything that bothers you, 
from the evil of every soul and every evil eye that hates you, may Allah cure you, in the Name 
of Allah I pray over you for healing.") This Hadith has been recorded by Muslim and the Sunan 
compilers except for Abu Dawud. Imam Ahmad also recorded from Abu Sa' id or Jabir bin 
" Abdullah that the Messenger of Allah was bothered by some illness, and Jibril came to him and 
said, 



» 



« 



(In the Name of Allah I pray over you for healing (Ruqyah), from everything that bothers you, 
from every envious person and evil eye, may Allah cure you.) 



The Hadith of Asma' bint ' Umays 

Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Ubayd bin Rif a' ah Az-Zuraqi that Asma' said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah! Verily, Bani JaMar are afflicted with the evil eye; should I seek to have Ruqyah " The 
Prophet replied, 

« » 

(Yes, for if anything could overcome the divine decree, it would be the evil eye.) This Hadith 
has been recorded like this by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said 
concerning it, "Hasan Sahih." 



The Hadith of ' A'ishah 

Ibn Majah recorded from 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that the Messenger of Allah 
ordered her to have Ruqyah performed as a cure against the evil eye. This was reported by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim. The Hadith of Sahl bin Hunayf Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Umamah 
bin Sahl bin Hunayf that his father informed him that the Messenger of Allah went out on a 



journey in the direction of Makkah and they (the Companions) accompanied him until they 
came to the valley of Kharrar from Al-Juhfah. They stopped there and Sahl took a bath. He 
(Sahl) was a white man, with a handsome body and nice skin. 3d the brother of Bani ' Adi bin 
Ka' b, 'Amir bin Rabi' ah looked at Sahl while he bathed and he said, "I haven't seen the skin of 
a beautiful virgin girl nicer than this that I see today." Then Sahl suddenly had a seizure and 
fell to the ground. So he (Sahl) was brought to the Messenger of Allah and it was said to him, "0 
Messenger of Allah! Can you do anything for Sahl By Allah, he has not lifted his head nor has he 
regained consciousness." The Prophet then said, 



« » 



(Do you all blame (or hold responsible) anyone for what has happened to him) They said, 
"'Amir bin Rabi' ah looked at him." So the Prophet called 'Amir and he was very angry with 
him. He said, 



» 



« 



(Would one of you knowingly kill his brother Why don't you ask Allah to bless your brother when 
you see something (of him) that you like) Then the Prophet said, 



« » 



(Bathe for him.) So he ('Amir) washed his face, his hands, his elbows, his knees, his feet and 
the inside of his Izar (waist wrapper) in a drinking vessel. Then that water was poured over him 
(Sahl). A man poured it over Sahl's head and his back from behind him, then the container was 
turned upside down and emptied behind him. This was done, and afterwards Sahl recovered 
and left with the people having nothing wrong with him." 



The Hadith of ' Amir bin Rabi ah 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that 'Ubaydullah bin 'Amir said, "'Amir bin Rabi' ah and 
Sahl bin Hanayf went off together intending to bathe. So they went about their business using 
coverings (to cover their nakedness). So ' Amir removed a cloak of wool that he (Sahl) was using 
to conceal himself. He ('Amir) said, ' I looked at him and my eye fell upon him while he was 
pouring water on himself bathing. Then I heard a loud splash in the water coming from where 
he was. So I went to him, and I called him three times, but he did not answer me. So I went to 
the Prophet and informed him. Then, the Prophet came walking, and he was wading in the 
water. I can still picture the whiteness of his shins. When he came to Sahl (who was 
unconscious), he hit him on his chest with his hand and said, 



« » 

(0 Allah! Remove from him its heat, its cold and its pain.) He (Sahl) then stood up, and Allah's 
Messenger said, 



» 
« 

(If one of you sees in his brother, or himself, or his wealth that which pleases him, then he 
should ask Allah to bless it, for verily, the evil eye is real.) 

The Accusation of the Disbelievers and the Reply to Them 

Allah says, 



(and they say: "Verily, he is a madman!") meaning, they cut at him with their eyes and attack 
him with their tongues saying, "Verily, he is a madman." They say this because he came with 
the Qur'an. Allah then says, 



(But it is nothing else but a Reminder to all the creatures (" Alamin).) This is the end of the 
explanation (Tafsir) of Surah Nun (or Al-Qalam), and all praise and blessing belong to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Haqqah 

(Chapter - 69) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Al-Haqqah!) (2. What is Al-Haqqah) (3. And what will make you know what Al-Haqqah is) (4. 
Thamud and 'Ad denied the QaiTah!) (5. As for Thamud, they were destroyed by the 
Taghiyah!) (6. And as for' Ad, they were destroyed by a wind, Sarsar ' Atiyah!) (7. Which Allah 
imposed on them for seven nights and eight days Husum, so that you could see men lying 
toppled, as if they were trunks of date palms, Khawiyah!) (8. Do you see any remnants of 
them) (9. And Fif awn, and those before him, and the cities overthrown committed Al- 
Khati'ah.) (10. And they disobeyed their Lord's Messenger, so He seized them with a punishment 
that was Rabiyah.) (11. Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the 
ship.) (12. That We might make it an admonition for you and that it might be retained by the 
retaining ears.) 



Warning concerning the Greatness of the Day of Judgement 

-Haqqah is one of the names of the Day of Judgement, because during it the promise and the 
threat will inevitably occur. Due to this, Allah has declared the greatness of this matter. 3d He 
says, 



(And what will make you know what Al-Haqqah is) 

Mention of the Destruction of the Nations 

Then Allah mentionsthe destruction of the nationsthat denied the Resurrection. He says, 



(As for Thamud, they were destroyed by the Taghiyah!) It is the cry which will silence them, 
and the quake that will silence them. Qatadah said similar to this when he said, "At -Taghiyah is 



the shout." Mujahid said, "At-Taghiyah means the sins." This was also said by Ar-Rabr bin Anas 
and bin Zayd. They said that it means transgression. After mentioning this, Ibn Zayd recited the 
following Ayat as proof for his statement, 



(Thamud denied through their transgression.) Then Allah says, 



(And as for 'Ad, they were destroyed by a wind Sarsar) meaning, a cold wind. Qatadah, As- 
Suddi, Ar-Rabr bin Anas and Ath-Thawri all said about, 



f Atiyah) "This means severe blowing of the wind." Qatadah said, "It blew fiercely upon them 
until it pierced their hearts." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Sarsar) "This means cold, and 



fAtiyah) means, it blew fiercely upon them without any mercy or blessing." Al i and others 
said, "It blew fiercely upon their stored harvest until it was brought out worthless." 



(Which Allah imposed on them) meaning, He made it overpower them. 



(for seven nights and eight days Husum,) Husum means, complete, successive and 
unfortunately evil. Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Ath-Thawri and others all said, 
"Husum means in succession." It has been reported that ' Ikrimah and Ar-Rabr bin Khuthaym 
both said, "It means it was unfortunately evil upon them." This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(in days of calamity) (41: 16) It has been said that it is that which people now call A' jaz 
(apparently used to mean evil devastation). It seems as though the people took this term from 
Allah's statement, 



(so that you could see the people lying toppled, as if they were A'jaz (trunks) of date palms, 
Khawiyah!) Ibn 'Abbas said about, 



(Khawiyah) "It means ruined." Others besides him said, "It means dilapidated." This means that 
the wind would cause one of them (palm tree) to hit the ground, and it will fall down dead on 
his head. Then his head would shatter and it would remain a lifeless corpse as if it were 
without branches, motionless. It has been confirmed in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



« » 

(I was helped by an easterly wind and the people of " Ad were destroyed by a westerly wind.) 



(Do you see any remnants of them) meaning, 'do you find any one of them left or anyone who 
even attributes himself to being from them' Rather they are all gone, right down to the last of 
them, and Allah did not make for them any successors. Then Allah says, 



(And Fir' awn and those before him committed (sin)) This has been recited with a Kasrah under 
the letter Qaf (in the word Qabalahu, as Qiblahu), which changes the meaning to those who 
were with him in his time, and they were his followers who were disbelieving Coptic people. 
Others recited it with a Fathah over the letter Qaf (as the word Qablahu), which means those 
nations before him who were similar to him. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(the overthrown cities) those nationsthat rejected their Messengers. 



(committed Al-Khati'ah.) Al-Khati'ah means their rejection of what Allah revealed. Ar-Rabr 
said, 



(committed Al-Khati'ah.) "This means disobedience." Mujahid said, "They committed errors." 
Thus, Allah says, 



(And they disobeyed their Lord's Messenger, ) meaning they were all of the same type, they all 
denied the Messenger of Allah who was sent to them. As Allah says, 



(Everyone of them denied the Messengers, so My threat took effect.) So whoever denies a 
Messenger, then verily, he denies all of the Messengers. This is as Allah says, 



(The people of Nuh belied the Messengers) 



(* Ad belied the Messengers. 



(Thamud belied the Messengers.) However, only one Messenger came to every nation. Thus, 
Allah says here, 



(And they disobeyed their Lord's Messenger, so He seized them with a punishment that was 
Rabiyah.) Rabiyah means, great, severe and painful. Mujahid said, "Rabiyah means severe." As- 
Suddi said, "It means destructive." 



A Reminder about the Blessing of the Ship 

Then, Allah says, 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits,) meaning, it rose up over its shores by the leave 
of Allah and it overcame all that existed. Ibn * Abbas and others said, "The water rising beyond 
its boundary means it increased abundantly." This happened due to the supplication of Nuh 
against his people when they denied him, opposed him and worshipped other than Allah. 
Therefore, Allah answered his supplication and the people of the earth were covered with the 
flood except for those who were with Nuh in the ship. Thus, are humans all from the loins of 
Nuh and his progeny. For this reason Allah reminds humanity of His blessing, 



(Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you in the ship.) meaning, a ship 
running along upon the surface of the water. 



(That We might make it an admonition for you) The pronoun "it" here refers to the species of 
the object (ships) due to the general meaning alluding to this. Thus, the meaning is, 'We 
caused its type of creation (ships) to remain (in the earth) for you, so that you ride upon the 
currents of the water in the seas. ' This is as Allah says, 



(and has appointed for you ships and cattle on which you ride; In order that you may mount on 
their backs, and then may remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon) 
(43:12,13) And Allah said, 



(And an Ayah for them is that We bore their offspring in the laden ship. And We have created 
for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride.) (36:41,42) Qatadah said, "Allah caused this 
ship to remain until the first people of this Ummah saw it." However, the first view (that it 
referstoall ships in general) isthemost apparent. Allah continues saying, 



(and that it might be retained by the retaining ears.) meaning, that a receptive ear may 
understand and reflect upon this bounty. Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means an ear that is retentive 
and hearing." Qatadah said, 



(by the retaining ears.) means, "An ear that Allah gives intelligence, so it benefits by what it 
hears from Allah's Book." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(and that it might be retained by the retaining ears.) (69:12) means, "An ear that hears it and 
retains it, meaning the person who has sound hearing, and correct intellect." And this is 
general concerning everyone who understands and retains. 



(13. Then when the Trumpet will be blown with one blowing.) (14. And the earth and the 
mountains shall be removed from their places, and crushed with a single crushing.) (15. Then 
on that Day shall the Event occur.) (16. And the heaven will be rent asunder, for that Day it 
will be frail and torn up.) (17. And the angels will be on its sides, and eight angels will, that 
Day, bear the Throne of your Lord above them.) (18. That Day shall you be brought to 
Judgement, not a secret of you will be hidden.) 



A Mention of the Horrors of the Day of Judgement 

Allah informs of the horrors that will take place on the Day of Judgement. The first of these 
events is the blowing of fright (into the Trumpet), which will be followed by the blowing of 
destruction when everyone in the heavens and the earth will be struck down except whoever 
Allah wills. Then, after this will be the blowing of standing before the Lord of all that exists, 
and the resurrection, and the gathering. And this is that blowing. It is emphasized here that it 
is one blowing, because the command of Allah cannot be opposed or prevented, and it does not 
need to be repeated or stressed. Thus, Allah goes on to say, 



(And the earth and the mountains shall be removed from their places, and crushed with a 
single crushing.) meaning, they will be stretched out to the extent of the surface (of the earth) 
and the earth will change into something else other than the earth. 



(Then on that Day shall the Event occur.) meaning, the Day of Judgement. 



(And the heaven will be rent asunder, for that Day it will be frail and torn up.) Ibn Jurayj said, 
"This is like Allah's statement, 



(And the heaven shall be opened, it will become as gates.) (78:19) Ibn " Abbas said, "It (the sky) 
will be torn apart and the Throne will be near it." 



(And the angels will be on its sides,) The word Malak here is referring to the species of angels 
(all of them); meaning the angels collectively will be standing on the sides of the heavens. Ar- 
Rabr bin Anas said concerning Allah's statement, 



(And the angels will be on its sides,) "This means that they will be standing on what has been 
ground to powder of the heavens looking at the people of the earth.' 



The Children of Adam being presented before Allah 

Concerning the statement of Allah, 



(That Day shall you be brought to Judgement, not a secret of you will be hidden.) meaning, 
'you will all be presented to the Knower of the secrets and private counsels. He is the One 
from Whom none of your affairs are hidden. He isthe Knower of all things apparent, secret and 
hidden.' This isthe reason that Allah says, 



(not a secret of you will be hidden.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musathat the Messenger 
of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(The people will be exhibited three times on the Day of Judgement. The first two presentations 
will be (their) arguing and offering excuses. During the third presentation the pages (records) 
will fly into their hands. Some of them will receive the records in their right hands and some 
will receive them in their left hands.) Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi both recorded this Hadith. 



(19. Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand will say: "Here! read my 
Record!") (20. "Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my account!") (21. So, he shall be in a life, 
well-pleasing.) (22. In a lofty Paradise,) (23. The fruits in bunches whereof will be low and near 
at hand.) (24. Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!) 



The Happiness of the Person Who will receive His Book in His Right 

Hand and His Good Situation 

Allah informs of the happiness of those who receive their Book in the right hand on the Day of 
Judgement and being pleased with this. Out of his extreme pleasure is his saying to everyone 
that he meets, 



(Here! read my Record!) meaning, 'take my Book and read it.' He will say this because he 
knows that what is in it is good and purely virtuous deeds. He will be of those whom Allah 
replaced their bad deeds (evils) with good deeds. x Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, "The meaning 
of 



(Here! read my Record!) is " Here, read my Book.'... The suffix ' Urn' is a grammatical addition." 
This is what he (" Abdur-Rahman) said. It seems apparent that the suffix ' Urn' means here ' you 
all.' Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that * Abdullah bin ' Abdullah bin Hanzalah - and he (Hanzalah) was 
the Companion who was washed by the angels for his funeral - said, "Verily, Allah will stop His 
servant on the Day of Judgement and He will make his sins appear on the outside of his Book of 
Records. Then He will say to him, " Did you do this' The servant will respond, 'Yes my Lord.' 
Then Allah will say to him, ' I will not expose you (or dishonor you) for it, for verily, I have 
forgiven you. ' The person will then say, ' Here (you all) read my Book!'" 



(Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my account!) This will be when he (the servant of Allah) 
will be saved from being disgraced and exposed on the Day of Judgement. In the Sahih, it is 
recorded from Ibn ' Umar that he was asked about the private counsel. He responded by saying 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

» 



« 

(Allah will bring the servant close (to Him) on the Day of Judgement and make him confess all 
of his sins. This will continue until the servant thinks that he is about to be destroyed. Then 
Allah will say, "Verily, I have concealed these sins for you in the worldly life and I have forgiven 



you for them today." Then he will be given his Book of good deeds in his right hand. However, 
about the disbeliever and the hypocrite, the witnesses will say, ("These are those who lied on 
their Lord, and verily, the curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers.")) Allah's statement, 



(Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my account!) means, " I used to be certain in the worldly 
life that this day would definitely come.' This is as Allah says, 



((They are those) who are certain that they are going to meet their Lord.) (2:46) Allah then 
says, 



(So he shall be in a life, well-pleasing.) (69:21) meaning, pleasant. 



(In a lofty Paradise,) meaning, having elevated castles, beautiful wide-eyed maidens, pleasant 
stations and eternal joy. It has been confirmed in the Sahih that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, Paradise has one hundred levels and between each level is a distance like the distance 
between the earth and the sky.) Then Allah says, 



(The fruits in bunches whereof will be low and near at hand.) Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said, "This 
means close enough for one of them (the people of Paradise) to reach them while he is lying on 
his bed." More than one person has said this. Then Allah says, 



(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!) meaning, this 
will be said to them as an invitation to them of blessing, favor and goodness. For verily, it has 
been confirmed in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Work deeds, strive, seek to draw near (to Allah) and know that none of you will be admited 
into Paradise because of his deeds.) They (the Companions) said, "Not even you Messenger of 
Allah" He replied, 

« » 

(Not even me, except if Allah covers me with mercy from Himself and grace. ) 



(25. But as for him who will be given his Record in his left hand, will say: "I wish that I had not 
been given my Record!") h(26. "And that I had never known how my account is!") (27. "Would 
that it had been my end!") (28. "My wealth has not availed me;") (29. "My power has gone from 
me!") (30. (It will be said): "Seize him and fetter him;") (31. "Then throw him in the blazing 
Fire.") (32. "Then fasten him on a chain whereof the length is seventy cubits!") (33. Verily, he 
used not to believe in Allah, the Most Great,) (34. And urged not the feeding of the poor.) (35. 



So, no friend has he here this Day,) (36. Nor any food except filth from Ghislin.) (37. None will 
eat it except the Khati'un.) 



The Bad Condition of Whoever is given His Record in His Left Hand 

These Ayat inform about the condition of the wretched people when one of them is given his 
Record (of deeds) in his left hand when the people are brought before Allah. At this time he 
will be very remorseful. 



((He) will say: "I wish that I had not been given my Record! And that I had never known how my 
account is! Would that it had been my end!...") Ad-Dahhak said, "Meaning a death which is not 
followed by any life." Likewise said Muhammad bin Ka' b, Ar-Rabr and As-Suddi. Qatadah said, 
"He will hope for death even though in the worldly life it wasthe most hated thing to him." 



(My wealth has not availed me; my power has gone from me.) means, 'my wealth and my 
honor did not protect me from the punishment of Allah and His torment. Now the matter has 
ended with me alone and I have no helper nor anyone to save me.' At this Allah says, 



(Seize him and fetter him; then throw him in the blazing Fire.) meaning, He will command the 
guardians of Hell to forcibly remove him from the gathering place, fetter him - meaning put 
iron collars on his neck - then carry him off to Hell and cast him into it, meaning they will 
submerge him in it. Allah said, 



(Then fasten him on a chain whereof the length is seventy cubits!) Ka' b Al-Ahbar said, "Every 
ring of it will be equal to the entire amount of iron found in this world." AI-* Awfi reported that 
Ibn " Abbas and Ibn Jurayj both said, "Each cubit will be the forearm's length of an angel." Ibn 
Jurayj reported that Ibn * Abbas said, 



(Then fasten him) "It will be entered into his buttocks and pulled out of his mouth. Then they 
will be arranged on this (chain) just like locusts are arranged on a stick that is being roasted." 
Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas that he said, "It will be ran into his behind until it is brought 
out of his two nostrils so he will not be able to stand on his two feet." Imam Ahmad recorded 
from " Abdullah bin ' Amr that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(If a drop of lead like this - and he pointed to a skull bone - were sent from the heaven to the 
earth, and it is a distance of five hundred years travel, it would reach the earth before night. 
And if it (the same drop of lead) were sent from the head of the chain (of Hell), it would travel 
forty fall seasons, night and day, before it would reach its (Hell's) cavity or base.) At-Tirmidhi 
also recorded this Hadith and he said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, he used not to believe in Allah, the Most Great, and urged not on the feeding of the 
poor.) meaning, he did not establish the right of Allah upon him, of obedience to Him and 
performing His worship. He also did not benefit Allah's creation nor did he give them their 
rights. For verily, Allah has a right upon the servants that they worship Him alone and not 
associate anything with Him. The servants of Allah also have a right upon each other to good 
treatment and assistance in righteousness and piety. For this reason, Allah commanded 
performance of the prayer and the payment of Zakah. When the Prophet was (in his last 
moments) near death he said, 



« » 

(The prayer (As-Salah) and your right hand possessions (i.e., slaves).) Allah says, 



(So no friend has he here this Day. Nor any food except filth from the washing of wounds. None 
will eat it except the Khati'un.) meaning, there is no one today who can save him from the 
punishment of Allah, nor any close friend or intercessor whose request would be honored. He 
will have no food here except for the filthy washing of wounds. Qatadah said, "It will be the 
worst food of the people of the Hellfire." Ar-Rabr and Ad-Dahhak both said, "It (Ghislin) is a 
tree in Hell." Shabib bin Bishr reported from ' Ikrimah that Ibn " Abbas said, " Ghislin will be the 
blood and fluid that will flow from their flesh." " AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas 
that he said, ' Ghislin is the pus of the people of the Hellfire." 



(38. So, I swear by whatsoever you see,) (39. And by whatsoever you see not,) (40. That this is 
verily the word of an honored Messenger.) (41. It is not the word of a poet, little is that you 
believe!) (42. Nor is it the word of a soothsayer, little is that you remember!) (43. This is the 
revelation sent down from the Lord of all that exists.) 



The Qur'an is the Speech of Allah 

Allah swears by His creation, in which some of His signs can be seen in His creatures. These 
also indicate the perfection of His Names and Attributes. He then swears by the hidden things 
that they cannot see. This is an oath swearing that the Qur'an is His Speech, His inspiration and 
His revelation to His servant and Messenger, whom He chose to convey His Message, and the 
Messenger carried out this trust faithfully. So Allah says, 



(So I swear by whatsoever you see, and by whatsoever you see not, that this is verily the word 
of an honored Messenger.) meaning, Muhammad . Allah gave this description to him, a 
description which carries the meaning of conveying, because the duty of a messenger is to 
convey from the sender. Therefore, Allah gave this description to the angelic Messenger in 
Surat At-Takwir, where he said, 



(Verily, this is the Word of (this Qur'an brought by) a most honorable messenger. Owner of 
power (and high rank) with Allah, the Lord of the Throne. Obeyed and trustworthy.) (81:19-21) 
And here, it refersto Jibril. Then Allah says, 



(and your companion is not a madman. ) (81 :22) meaning, Muhammad 



(And indeed he saw him in the clear horizon.) (81:23) meaning, Muhammad saw Jibril in his 
true form in which Allah created him. 



(And he is not Danin with the Unseen.) (81:24) meaning, suspicious. 



(And it (the Qur'an) is not he word of the outcast Shaytan.) (81:25) This is similar to what is 
being said here. 



(It is not the word of a poet, little isthat you believe! Nor is it the word of soothsayer, little is 
that you remember!) 3d in one instance Allah applies the term messenger to the angelic 
Messenger and in another instance He applies it to the human Messenger (Muhammad ). This is 
because both of them are conveying from Allah that which has been entrusted to them of 
Allah's revelation and Sbeech. Thus, Allah says, 



(This is the revelation sent down from the Lord of all that exists.) 



(44. And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us,) (45. We surely would have seized him 
by his right hand,) (46. And then We certainly would have cut off Al-Watin from him,) (47. And 
none of you could have prevented it from him.) (48. And verily, this is a Reminder for those 
who have Taqwa.) (49. And verily, We know that there are some among you that deny.) (50. 
And indeed it will be an anguish for the disbelievers. (51. And verily, it (this Qur'an) is an 
absolute truth with certainty.) (52. So, glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) 



If the Prophet forged anything against Allah, then Allah would 

punish Him 



Allah says, 



(And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us,) meaning, " if Muhammad forged something 
against Us, as they claim, and added or removed anything from the Message, or said anything 
from himself while attributing it to Us, then We would surely be swift in punishing him. And of 
course, Muhammad did not do any of this (asthe disbelievers claimed).' Thus, Allah says, 



(We surely would have seized him by his right hand,) It has been said that this means, 'We 
would seize him by the right hand because it is more stronger in grabbing.' 



(And then We certainly would have cut off Al-Watin from him,) Ibn 'Abbas said, "It (Al-Watin) 
refers to the artery of the heart, and it is the vein that is attached to the heart." This has also 
been said by ' Ikrimah, Sa" id bin Jubayr, Al-Hakim, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Muslim Al-Batin and 



Abu Sakhr Humayd bin Ziyad. Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "It (Al-Watin) is the heart, its blood, 
and whatever is near it." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And none of you could have prevented it from him.) means, 'none of you would be able to 
come between Us and him if We wanted to do any of this to him.' The meaning behind all of 
this is to say that he (Muhammad ) is truthful, righteous and guided because Allah determined 
what he isto convey from Him, and Allah helps him with fantastic miracles and definite proofs. 
Then Allah says, 



(And verily, this (Qur'an) is a Reminder for those who have Taqwa.) meaning, the Qur'an. This is 
just as Allah says, 



(Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there 
is heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (the Qur'an) is blindness for them.") Then Allah 
says, 



(And verily, We know that there are some among you that deny (this Qur'an). ) meaning, with 
this explanation and clarification, there will still be among you those who reject the Qur'an. 
Then Allah says, 



(And indeed it (this Qur'an) will be an anguish for the disbelievers (on the Day of 
Resurrection).) Ibn Jarir said, "And verily this rejection will be anguish for the disbelievers on 
the Day of Judgement." He (Ibn Jarir) also mentioned a similar statement from Qatadah. It is 
possible that the meaning of the pronoun (it) may also refer to the Qur'an, in which case the 
verse would mean that the Qur'an and belief in it are a cause of anguish for the disbelievers. 
This is as Allah says, 



(Thus have We caused it (the denial of the Qur'an) to enter the hearts of the criminals. They 
will not believe in it.) (26:200,201) And Allah said, 



(And a barrier will be set between them and that which they desire) (34:54). Therefore, Allah 
says here, 



(And verily, it (this Qur'an) is an absolute truth with certainty.) meaning, the right and truthful 
news in which there is no doubt, suspicion or confusion. Then Allah says, 



(So glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.) meaning, He Who sent down this 
magnificent Qur'an. This is the end of the explanation (Tafsir) of Surat Al-Haqqah. And to Allah 
belong all praise and blessings. 

The Tafsir of Surah Sa'ala Sa'il 

(Chapter - 70) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. A questioner asked concerning a torment about to befall) (2. Upon the disbelievers, which 
none can avert,) (3. From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent.) (4. The angels and the Ruh 



ascend to Him in a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) (5. 3d be patient, with a 
good patience.) (6. Verily, they see it (the torment) afar off.) (7. But We see it near.) 

A Request to hasten the Day of Judgement 



(A questioner asked concerning a torment about to befall) This Ayah contains an assumed 
meaning that is alluded to by the letter "Ba". It is as though it is saying, a questioner requested 
to hasten on the torment that is about to fall. It is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And they ask you to hasten on the torment! And Allah fails not His promise.) (22:47) meaning, 
that its torment will occur and there is no avoiding it. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas 
concerning the Ayah, 



(A questioner asked concerning a torment about to befall) "That is the questioning of the 
disbelievers about the torment of Allah and it will occur to them." Ibn Abi Najih reported from 
Mujahid that he said concerning Allah's statement 



(A questioner asked), "A person called out (requesting) for the torment that will occur in the 
Hereafter to happen." Then he said, "This istheir saying, 



(0 Allah! If this is indeed the truth from you, then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring 
on us a painful torment.)" (8:32) Allah's statement, 



(about to befall (WaqT ) upon the disbelievers,) means, it is waiting in preparation for the 
disbelievers. Ibn ' Abbas said, "WaqT means coming." 



(which non can avert) meaning, there is no one who can repel it if Allah wants it to happen. 
Thus, Allah says, 



(From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent (Al-Ma' arij).) 



The Tafsir of "Lord of the ways of ascent 

AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Lord of the ways of ascent means loftiness and 
abundance." Mujahid said, "Lord of the ways of ascent means the ways of ascension into the 
heavens." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(The angels and the Ruh Ta' ruju to Him) ' Abdur-Razzaq reported from Ma' mar from Qatadah 
that Ta'ruju means to ascend. In reference to the Ruh, Abu Salih said, "They are creatures 
from the creation of Allah that resemble humans but they are not humans." It could be that 
here it means Jibril, and this is a way of connecting the specific to the general (other angels). 
It could also be referring to the name of the souls (Arwah) of the Children of Adam (humans). 
For verily, when they (the human souls) are taken at death, they are lifted up to the heavens 
just as the Hadith of Al-Bara' proves. 



The Meaning of "a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(in a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) This refers to the Day of Judgement. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn ' Abbas that he said concerning the Ayah, 



(in a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) "It is the Day of Judgement." The chain 
of narration of this report (to Ibn 'Abbas) is authentic. Ath-Thawri reported from Srnak bin 
Harb from ' Ikrimah that he said concerning this verse, "It is the Day of Judgement." Ad-Dahhak 
and Ibn Zayd both said the same. 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas concerning the 
Ayah, 



(The angels and the Ruh ascend to Him in a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) 
"It is the Day of Judgement that Allah has made to be the measure of fifty thousand years for 
the disbelievers. " Many Hadiths have been reported with this same meaning. Imam Ahmad 
recorded from Abu ' Umar Al-Ghudani that he said, "I was with Abu Hurayrah when a man from 
Bani 'Amir bin Sa' sa' ah passed and it was said: 'This man is the wealthiest man of Bani 
'Amir.' So Abu Hurayrah said, 'Bring him back to me.' So they brought the man back to Abu 
Hurayrah. Then Abu Hurayrah said, ' I have been informed that you are a man of great wealth.' 
The man from Bani 'Amir replied, 'Yes, by Allah. I have one hundred red-colored camels, one 
hundred brown-colored camels...' and so on he counted numerous colored camels, the races of 
the slaves and the types of fetters for his horsesthat he owned. So Abu Hurayrah said, 'Beware 
of the hooves of the camels and the cloven hooves of the cattle.' He continued repeating that 
to him until the color of the man began to change. Then the man said, ' Abu Hurayrah what is 
this' Abu Hurayrah replied, ' I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Whoever has camels and does not give their due (Zakah) in their Najdah and their Risl...) We 
interrupted saying, ' O Messenger of Allah! What istheir Najdah and Risl' He said, 

» 



« 



(It is their difficulty and their ease, for verily, they will come on the Day of Resurrection 
healthier than before. They will be more in number, fatter and more lively and unruly. Then a 
soft, level plain will be spread out for them and they will trample him with their hooves. When 
the last of them has passed over him, the first of them will return to trample him again during 
a day whose measure will be fifty thousand years. This will continue until the case of all the 
people is decided between them. Then he (the withholder of Zakah) will see his path (i.e., 
either to Paradise or Hell). If he had cows that he did not pay the Zakah in their ease and their 
difficult times, then they will come on the Day of Judgement healthier than they were before. 
They will be more in number, fatter and more lively and unruly. Then a soft, level plain will be 
spread out for them and they will trample him. Every one of them that has cloven hooves will 
trample him with its hooves, and every one of them that has a horn will butt him with its horn. 
There will not be any hornless or bent horned animals among them. When the last of them has 
passed over him, the first of them will return to trample him again during a day whose measure 
will be fifty thousand years. This will continue until the case of all the people is decided 
between them. Then he (the withholder of Zakah) will see his path (i.e., either to Paradise or 
Hell). If he has any sheep that he does not pay the due Zakah in their difficulty and their ease, 
then they will come on the Day of Judgement healthier than they were before. They will be 
more (in number) fatter and more lively and unruly. Then a soft, level plain will be spread out 
for them and they will trample him. Every one of them that has a cloven hoof will trample him 



with its hooves, and every one of them that has a horn will butt him with its horn. There will 
not be any hornless or bent horned animals among them. When the last of them has passed 
over him, the first of them will return to trample him again during a day whose measure will be 
fifty thousand years. This will continue until the case of all the people is decided between 
them. Then he (the withholder of Zakah) will see his path (i.e., either to Paradise or Hell).) 
Then, the man from Bani 'Amir said, 'What is the due of the camel, Abu Hurayrah' Abu 
Hurayrah said, " It is that you give (in your Zakah payment) from your most valuable camels, 
that you lend a milking she-camel, that you lend your mount for riding, that you give the milk 
(to the people) for drinking, and you lend the male camel for breeding.'" This Hadith was also 
recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. 



A Different Version of this Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(There is not any owner of treasure who does not pay its due except that it will be made into 
heated metal plates and branded upon him in the fire of Hell. His forehead, side and back will 
be scorched with these metal plates. This will continue until Allah judges between His servants 
on a Day whose measure is fifty thousand years of what you count. Then he will see his path, 
either to Paradise or to the Fire.) Then he (Abu Hurayrah) mentions the rest of the Hadith 
about the sheep and camelsjust as mentioned before. In this narration (of Ahmad) the Prophet 
also added, 



» 



« 



(The horse is for three (on the Day of Judgement): for one man it is a reward, for another man 
it is a shield (protection), and upon another man it is a burden.) And the Hadith continues. 
Muslim also recorded this Hadith in its entirety even though Al-Bukhari did not mention it. The 
intent behind mentioning this here isthe Prophet's statement, 



» 

« 

(Until Allah judges between His servants on a day whose measurement is fifty thousand years.) 

Instructing the Prophet to have Patience Then 

Allah says, 



(So be patient, with a good patience.) meaning, ' be patient, Muhammad, with your people's 
rejection and their seeking to hasten the torment since they think it will not occur.' Allah says 
in another Ayah, 



(Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it, while those believe are fearful of it, and 
know that it isthe very truth.) (42:18) Thus, Allah says, 



(Verily, they see it (the torment) afar off.) meaning, the happening of the torment and the 
establishment of the Hour (Day of Judgement). The disbelievers see this as something that is 
farfetched. The word "Ba' id" here meansthat which is impossible to occur. 



(But We see it (quite) near.) meaning, the believers believe that its occurrence is near, even 
though its time of occurrence is unknown and no one knows when it will be except Allah. All of 
what is approaching then it is near and it will definitely happen. 



(8. The Day that the sky will be like the Al-Muhl.) (9. And the mountains will be like ' Ihn.) (10. 
And no friend will ask a friend,) (11. Though they shall be made to see one another, the 
criminal would desire to ransom himself from the punishment of that Day by his children.) (12. 
And his wife and his brother,) (13. And his Fasilah who sheltered him,) (14. And all that are in 
the earth, so that it might save him.) (15. By no means! Verily, it will be the fire of Hell,) (16. 
Nazza' ah the Shawa!) (17. Calling (all) such as turn their backs and turn away their faces.) (18. 
And collect (wealth) and hide it (from spending it in the cause of Allah).) 



Terrors of the Day of Judgement 

Allah says that the torment will befall the disbelievers. 



(The Day that the sky will be like the Al-Muhl.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ata, Sa* id bin Jubayr, 
' Ikrimah, As-Suddi and others have all said, "Like the residue of oil." 



(And the mountains will be like * Ihn.) meaning, like fluffed wool. This was said by Mujahid, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi. This Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And the mountains will be like carded wool.) (101:5) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And no friend will ask a friend, though they shall be made to see one another.) Meaning, no 
close friend will ask his close friend about his condition while he sees him in the worst of 
conditions. He will be worried about himself and will not be able to think of others. Al-' Awfi 



reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Some of them will know others and they will be acquainted with 
each other. Then, they will flee from each other after that, as Allah says, 



(Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of others.)" (80:37) This honorable 
Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, and fear a Day when no father can avail aught for his 
son, and nor a son avail aught for his father. Verily the promise of Allah is true.) (31:33) and He 
also says, 



(And if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, nothing of it will be lifted even 
though he be near of kin.) (35:18) and He says, 



(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another.) (23:101) and similarly He says, 



(That day shall a man flee fom his brother, and from his mother and his father, and from his 
wife and his children. Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of others.) 
(80:34-37) Then Allah's saying here 



(the criminal would desire to ransom himself from the punishment of the Day by his children, 
and his wife and his brother, and his Fasilah (kindred) who sheltered him, and all that are in 
the earth, so that it might save him. By no means!) means, no ransom will be accepted from 
him even if he brought all of the people of the earth (as ransom), and the greatest wealth that 
he could find, even if it was enough gold to fill the entire earth. Even the child that he had 
who was dearer to him than the last beat of his heart in the life of this world, he would wish to 
use the child as a ransom for himself against the torment of Allah on the Day of Judgement 
when he sees the horrors. However, even this child would not be accepted from him (as a 
ransom). Mujahid and As-Suddi both said, 



(and his Fasilah) "This means his tribe and his kin." ' Ikrimah said, "This means the subdivision of 
his tribe that he is from." Ashhab reported from Malik that he said, "His Fasilah is his mother." 
Allah said, 



(Verily, it will be the fire of Hell,) Here He is describing the Hell- fire and the severity of its 
heat. 



(Nazza' ah the Shawa!) Ibn ' Abbas and Mujahid both said, "It is the skin of the head." Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri and Thabit Al-Bunani both said, 



(Nazza' ah the Shawa!) "This means respectable parts of the face." Qatadah said, 



(Nazza' ah the Shawa!) "This means removing his important organs, and the respectable parts 
of his face, his creation and his limbs." Ad-Dahhak said, "This means it will scrape the flesh and 
the skin off of the bone until it leaves nothing of it remaining." Ibn Zayd said, "The Shawa isthe 
marrow of the bones." As for, 



(Nazza' ah) Ibn Zayd said, "It is cutting their bones and transformation of their skins and their 
form." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Calling (all) such as turn their backs and turn away their faces. And collect and hide it.) 
meaning, the Fire will call out to its children whom Allah created for it, determining that they 
will perform the deeds deserving of it in the worldly life. So it will call them on the Day of 
Judgement with an eloquent and articulate tongue. Then it will pick them out from the people 
of the gathering just as birds pick seeds. This is because they were, as Allah said, of those who 
turned their backs and turned away. This means they denied with their hearts and abandoned 
the performance of deeds with their limbs. 



(And collect and hide it.) meaning, he gathered wealth piling it up, and he concealed it, 
meaning he hid it and refused to give the obligatory right of Allah that was due on it of 
spending and paying the Zakah. It has been recorded in a Hadith that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Do not hold back (your wealth) or else Allah will hold back from you.) 



(19. Verily, man was created very impatient;) (20. Apprehensive when evil touches him;) (21. 
And suppressive when good touches him.) (22. Except those who are devoted to Salah.) (23. 
Those who with their Salah are Da'imun;) (24. And those in whose wealth there is a recognized 
right.) (25. For the one who asks, and for the deprived.) (26. And those who believe in the Day 
of Recompense.) (27. And those who fear the torment of their Lord.) (28. Verily, the torment 
of their Lord is that before which none can feel secure.) (29. And those who guard their private 
part (chastity).) (30. Except from their wives or their right hand possessions -- for (then) they 
are not blameworthy.) (31. But whosoever seeks beyond that, then it is those who are 
trespassers.) (32. And those who keep their trusts and covenants.) (33. And those who stand 
firm in their testimonies.) (34. And those who are with their Salah, Yuhafizun.) (35. Such shall 
dwell in the Gardens, honored) 



Man is Impatient Allah informs about man and his inclination to 

corrupt his behavior. 



Allah says, 



(Verily, man was created very impatient;) Then, Allah explainsthis statement by saying, 



(Apprehensive when evil touches him;) meaning, whenever any harm touches him he is 
frightful, worried and completely taken back due to the severity of his terror and his despair 
that he will receive any good after it. 



(And suppressive when good touches him.) meaning, if he attains any blessing from Allah, he is 
stingy with it, not sharing it with others. He will withhold the right of Allah with that blessing. 
Imam Ahmad said that Abu ' Abdur-Rahman informed them that Musa bin Al i bin Rabah told 
them that he heard his father narrating from 'Abdul-' Aziz bin Marwan bin Al-Hakim that he 
heard Abu Hurayrah saying, "The Messenger of Allah said, 



« : » 

(The worst thing that can be in a man is greedy impatience and unrestrained cowardice.) Abu 
Dawud recorded this Hadith from 'Abdullah bin Al-Jarrah on the authority of Abu 'Abdur- 
Rahman Al-Muqri', and this isthe only Hadith through ' Abdul-' Aziz with him. 



The Exclusion of Those Who pray from what has preceded and an 
Explanation of Their Deeds and Their Prayer 

Then Allah says, 



(Except those who are devoted to Salah.) meaning, man is described with blameworthy 
characteristics except for He whom Allah protects, helps and guides to good, making its means 
easy for him -- and these are those people who perform Salah. 



(Those who with their Salah are Da'imun;) It has been said that this means they guard its times 
and the elements obligatory in it. This has been said by Ibn Mas' ud, Masruq and Ibrahim An- 
Nakha'i. It has also been said that it means tranquility and humble concentration (in the 
prayer). This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Successful indeed are the believers. Those who with their Salah are Khashi' un.) (23:1-2) This 
was said by ' Uqbah bin 'Amir. From its meanings is the same terminology used to describe 
standing (still) water (Al-Ma' Ad-Da'irm). This proves the obligation of having tranquility in the 
prayer. For verily, the one who does not have tranquility (stillness of posture) in his bowing and 
prostrating, then he is not being constant (Da'im) in his prayer. This is because he is not being 
still in it and he does not remain (in its positions), rather he pecks in it (quickly) like the 
pecking of the crow. Therefore, he is not successful in performing his prayer. It has also been 
said that the meaning here refers to those who perform a deed and are constant in its 
performance and consistent in it. This is like the Hadith that has been recorded in the Sahih on 
the authority of ' Aishah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The most beloved deeds to Allah are those that are most consistent, even if they are few.) 
Then Allah says, 



(And those in whose wealth there is a recognized right. For the one who asks, and for the 
deprived.) meaning, in their wealth is a determined portion for those who are in need. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And those who believe in the Day of Recompense.) meaning, they are sure of the Final Return 
(to Allah), the Reckoning and the Recompense. Therefore, they perform the deeds of one who 
hopes for the reward and fears the punishment. For this reason Allah says, 



(And those who fear the torment of their Lord. ) meaning, they are fearful and dreadful. 



(Verily, the torment of their Lord is that before which none can feel secure.) meaning, no one 
is safe from it (Allah's torment) of those who understand the command from Allah, except by 
the security of Allah Himself. Then Allah says, 



(And those who guard their private part (chastity).) meaning, they keep their private parts 
away from that which is forbidden and they prevent their private parts from being put into 
other than what Allah has allowed them to be in. This is why Allah says, 



(Except from their wives or their right hand possessions) meaning, from their female slaves. 



(for (then) they are not blameworthy. But whosoever seeks beyond that, then it is those who 
are trespassers.) The explanation of this has already preceded at the beginning of Surat Al- 
Mu'minun, and therefore does not need to be repeated here. Allah said, 



(And those who keep their trusts and covenants.) meaning, if they are given a trust they do not 
deceit and when they make a covenant they do not break it. These are the characteristics of 
the believers which are opposite of the characteristics of the hypocrites. This is like what is 
reported in the authentic Hadith, 



» 



« 



(The signs of the hypocrites are three. When he speaks he lies, when he promises he breaks his 
promise, and when he is given a trust he behaves treacherously (with it).) In another narration 
it states, 



» 



« 



(When he speaks he lies, when he makes a covenant he breaks it, and when he argues he is 
abusive.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And those who stand firm in their testimonies.) This means that they guard their testimonies. 
They do not add or decrease from what they testify to nor do they conceal their testimonies. 
Allah says in another Ayah, 



(Who hides it, surely, his heart is sinful.) (2:283) Then Allah says, 



(And those who are with their Salah, Yuhafizun.) meaning, they maintain its proper times, its 
pillars, its obligations and its recommended acts. 3d Allah begins this discussion (of the 
believers' attributes) with prayer and He concludes it with prayer. This proves the importance 
of it and the praise of its noble status, just as what preceded at the beginning of Surat Al- 
Mu'minun. It is exactly the same discussion. This is why Allah says there (in Al-Mu'minun), 



(These are indeed the inheritors. Who shall inherit the Firdaws (Paradise). They shall dwell 
therein forever.) (23:10-1 1) And He says here, 



(Such shall dwell in the Gardens, honored.) meaning, they will be honored with various types of 
pleasures and delights. 



(36. S3, what is the matter with those disbelievers, before you Muhtrin) (37. On the right and 
on the left, ' Izin.) (38. Does every man of them hope to enter the Paradise of Delight) (39. But 
no! Verily, We have created them out of that which they know!) (40. But no! I swear by the 
Lord of the easts and the wests that surely We are Able) (41. To replace them by (others) 
better than them; and We are not to be outrun.) (42. So, leave them to plunge in vain talk and 
play about, until they meet their Day which they are promised.) (43. The Day when they will 
come out of the graves quickly as racing to a Nusub,) (44. With their eyes lowered in fear and 
humility, ignominy covering them (all over)! That is the Day which they were promised!) 



The Rebuke of the Disbelievers and the Threat against Them 

Allah rebukes the disbelievers who, in the time of the Prophet , saw him and the guidance 
Allah sent him with. They witnessed the magnificent miracles Allah aided him with. Then, after 
all of this they fled from him and separated themselves from him. They fled right and left, 
group by group and party by party. This is as Allah says, 



(Then what is wrong with them that they run away from admonition As if they were 
(frightened) wild donkeys. Fleeing from a beast of prey.) (74:49-51) This is the example of 
disbeliever. And this Ayah is similar. As Allah says, 



(So what is the matter with those disbelievers, before you Muhtr in) meaning, 'what is wrong 
with these disbelievers who are with you, Muhammad Why are they Muhtr in, meaning hastily 
running away from you' This is as Al -Hasan Al-Basri said, "Muhtr in means departing." 



(On the right and on the left, * Izin.) The singular of ' Izin is ' Izah, which means separating, 
meaning in their separating and their differing. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas about the 
Ayah; 



(So what is the matter with those disbelievers, before you Muhtr in.) "They are looking in your 
direction." Then the Ayah; 



(On the right and on the left, "Izin.) he (Ibn "Abbas) said, "Al-" Izin is a group among the 
people. On the right and on the left means they are turning away (right and left) from him (the 
Prophet ) and mocking him." Jabir bin Samurah narrated that the Messenger of Allah came out 
to them while they were sitting in circles. So the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Why do i see you all ' Izin (in groups).) Ahmad, Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir all 
recorded this Hadith. Then, concerning Allah's statement, 



(Does every man of them hope to enter the Paradise of Delight But no!) meaning, is this their 
wish, yet they flee from the Messenger in aversion to the truth Are they hoping that they will 
be admitted into the Gardens of Delight Nay, rather their abode is Hell. Then Allah affirms the 
occurrence of the Final Abode and the torment that will befall them that they are denying its 
existence and claiming it to be something farfetched. As a proof against them, Allah mentions 
the initiation of creation, and that repeating the process is something easier than performing it 
the first time. This is something that they themselves confess to. Allah says, 



(Verily, We have created them out of that which they know!) meaning, from despised semen. 
This is as Allah says, 



(Did We not create you from a despised water (semen)) (77:20) Allah also says, 



(So let man see from what he is created! He is created from a water gushing forth. Proceeding 
from between the backbone and the ribs. Verily He is able to bring him back! The Day when all 
the secrets will be examined. Then he will have no power, nor any helper.) (86:5-10) Then 
Allah says, 



(But no! I swear by the Lord of the easts and the wests) meaning, the One Who created the 
heavens and the earth and made the east and the west. He is the One Who subjected the stars 
causing them to appear in the eastern parts of the sky and vanish in the western parts of it. 
The point of this statement is that the matter is not as the disbelievers claim: that there is no 



final return, no reckoning, no resurrection and no gathering. Rather all of this will occur and 
come to pass. There is no way of avoiding it. This isthe reason that Allah has stated a negation 
at the beginning of this oath. This shows that He is swearing by a denial of their claim. This is a 
refutation of their false claim of rejecting the Day of Judgement. They already witnessed the 
greatness of Allah's power in what is more convincing than the Day of Judgement, that is the 
creation of the heavens and the earth, and the subjection of the creatures in them, the 
animals, the inanimate objects and the other types of creatures that exist. This is why Allah 
says, 



(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind; 
yet, most of mankind know not.) (40:57) Allah also says, 



(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by 
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.) (46:33) 
Allah says in another Ayah, 



(Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like of them Yes, indeed! 
He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only 
that He says to it, "Be!"-- and it is!) (36:81,82) So here He says, 



(But no! I swear by the Lord of the easts and the wests that surely We are Able --to replace 
them by (others) better than them..) meaning, ' on the Day of Judgement We will bring them 



back (to life) in bodies that are better than these bodies that they have now.' For verily, Allah's 
power is suitable (able) to do that. 



(and We are not to be outrun.) meaning, ' We are not unable.' This is as Allah says, 



(Does man think that We shall not assemble his bones Yes, We are able to put together in 
perfect order the tips of his fingers.) (75:3,4) Allah also says, 



(We have decreed death to you all, and We are not outstripped. To transfigure you and create 
you in (forms) that you know not.) (56:60,61) Ibn Jarir preferred the meaning to be: " a nation 
who will obey Us and not disobey Us.' He (Ibn Jarir) interpreted it in the same way as Allah's 
statements, 



(To replace them by (others) better than them..) and: 



(And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and they will not be like 
you.) (47:38) However, the first interpretation is more obvious since the other Ayat support 
that, and Allah the Most High knows best. Then Allah says, 



(So leave them) meaning, ' O Muhammad!' 



(to plunge in vain talk and play about,) meaning, leave them in their denial, disbelief and 

/■> K r*+ i n o n /-» ^ 



obsti nance. 



(until they meet their Day which they are promised.) meaning, they are going to know the 
outcome of that and taste its evil consequences. 



(The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly as racing to a Nusub.) meaning, they 
will stand up out of their graves when the Lord, Blessed be He the Most High, calls them to the 
place of the reckoning. They will rise up quickly as if they were rushing towards some 
monumental object. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak, all said, "As if they were rushing 
towards a flag." Abu ' Aliyah and Yahya bin Abi Kathir both said, "As if they were rushing 
towards a goal." The majority of reciters recited this word as "Nasb" (instead of Nusub) with a 
Fathah over the letter Nun and a Sukun over the letter Sad. This (Nasb) is a verbal noun 
meaning something that is erected. Al-Hasan Al-Basri recited it as "Nusub" with a Dammah over 
both the letter Nun and Sad. This (Nusub) means an idol. With this recitation the Ayah means, 
as if their rushing to this place was like when they used to hurry in the worldly life to the idol 
when they saw it. They would rush hurriedly to see who would be the first of them to touch it. 
This has been reported from Mujahid, Yahya bin Abi Kathir, Muslim Al-Batin, Qatadah, Ad- 
Dahhak, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, Abu Salih, ' Asim bin Bahdalah, Ibn Zayd and others. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(With their eyes lowered in fear) meaning humbled. 



(covering them with humility.) meaning, in return for how they behaved arrogantly in the 
worldly life by refusing to be obedient (to Allah). 



(That is the Day which they were promised!) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Sa'ala Sa'il. 
And all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Nuh 



(Chapter- 71) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Verily, We sent Nuh to his people (saying): "Warn your people before there comes to them a 
painful torment.") (2. He said: "0 my people! Verily, I am a plain warner to you,") (3. "That you 
should worship Allah, and have Taqwa of Him, and obey me,") (4. "He will forgive you of your 
sins and respite you to an appointed term. Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be 
delayed, if you but know.") 

Nuh's Invitation to His People 

Allah says concerning Nuh that He sent him to his people commanding him to warn them of the 
punishment of Allah before it befell them. He was to tell them that if they would repent and 
turn to Allah, then the punishment would be lifted from them. Due to this Allah says, 



("Warn your people before there comes to them a painful torment." He said: "0 my people! 
Verily, I am a plain warner to you.") meaning, clarity of the warning, making the matter 
apparent and clear. 



(That you should worship Allah, and have Taqwa of Him,) meaning, ' abandon those things that 
He has forbidden and avoid that which He has declared to be sinful.' 



(and obey me,) ' In that which I command you to do and that which I forbid you from. 



(He will forgive you of your sins) meaning, 'if you do what I command you to do and you 
believe in what I have been sent with to you, then Allah will forgive you for your sins. ' 



(and respite you to an appointed term.) meaning, 'He will extend your life span and protect 
you from the torment that He would have made befall you if you did not stay away from His 
prohibitions.' This Ayah is used as proof by those who say that obedience (to Allah), 
righteousness and maintaining the family ties truly increase the life span of a person. This is 
like that which has been reported in the Hadith, 

« » 

(Maintaining the family ties increasesthe life span.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed, if you but know.) means, hasten 
to the obedience (of Allah) before the coming of His vengeance. For verily, if He commands 
that to happen, it cannot be repulsed or prevented. For He is the Great One Who compels 
everything, and He is the Almighty Whose might all of creation succumbs to. 



(5. He said: my Lord! Verily, I have called to my people night and day,) (6. But all my calling 
added nothing but to (their) flight.) (7. And verily, every time I called unto them that You 
might forgive them, they thrust their fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their 
garments, and persisted, and magnified themselves in pride.) (8. Then verily, I called to them 
openly (aloud).) (9. Then verily, I proclaimed to them in public, and I have appealed to them in 
private.) (10. I said (to them): Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft-Forgiving;) (11. 
He will send rain to you Midrar,) (12. And give you increase in wealth and children, and bestow 
on you gardens and bestow on you rivers.) (13. What is the matter with you, that you do not 
hope for any Waqar from Allah) (14. While He has created you (in) Atwar (stages).) (15. See you 
not how Allah has created the seven heavens in tiers) (16. And has made the moon a light 
therein, and made the sun a lamp) (17. And Allah has brought you forth from the (dust of) 
earth) (18. Afterwards He will return you into it (the earth), and bring you forth.) (19. And 
Allah has made for you the earth a wide expanse.) (20. That you may go about therein in broad 
roads.) 



Nuh complains about his Encounter with His People 

Allah tells about His servant and Messenger, Nuh, and that he complained to his Lord about the 
response he received from his people, and how he was patient with them for this long period of 
time -- which was nine hundred and fifty years. He complained due to his explaining and 
clarifying matters for them and his calling them to guidance and the straightest path. 3d he 
(Nuh) said, 



(0 my Lord! Verily, I have called to my people night and day,) meaning, ' I did not abandon 
calling them night and day, carrying out Your command and in obediance to You.' 



(But all my calling added nothing but to (their) flight.) meaning, Mhe more I called them to 
come to the truth, the more they fled from it and avoided it.' 



(And verily, every time I called unto them that You might forgive them, they thrust their 
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments,) meaning, ' they closed up 
their ears so that they could not hear what I was calling them to.' This is similar to what Allah 
said about the disbelievers of the Quraysh. 



(And those who disbelieve say: "Listen not to this Qur'an, and make noise in the midst of its 
(recitation) that you may overcome.") (41:26) 



(covered themselves up with their garments,) Ibn Jarir recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 
"They concealed themselves under false pretences from him so that he would not recognize 
them." Sa' id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi both said, "They covered their heads so that they could 
not hear what he was saying." 



(and persisted,) meaning, they continued in what they were upon of associating partners with 
Allah and great disbelief. 



(and magnified themselves in pride.) meaning, they were turned away from following the truth 
and submitting to it. 



(Then verily, I called to them openly.) meaning, openly among the people. 



(Then verily, I proclaimed to them in public,) meaning, with open speech and a raised voice. 



(and I have appealed to them in private.) meaning, in discussions with them. So he tried 
various types of propagation to be more effective with them. 



What Nuh said when He called His People to Allah 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft-Forgiving;) meaning, 'return to Him 
and turn away from what you are involved in. Repent to Him soon, for verily, He is Most 
Accepting of the repentance of those who turn to Him in repentance. He will accept 
repentance no matter what the sin is, even if it is disbelief and polytheism.' Thus, he said, 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft -Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
Midrar,) meaning, continuous rain. Thus, it is recommended to recite this Surah in the prayer 
for rain due to this Ayah. This has been reported from the Commander of the faithful, * Umar 
bin Al-Khattab. He ascended the Minbar to perform the prayer for rain, and he did not do more 
than seeking Allah's forgiveness and reciting the Ayat that mention seeking Allah's forgiveness. 
Among these Ayat: 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft -Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
Midrar, disbelievers of the Quraysh. Qu ?s????A ?Nuh complains about his Encounter with His 
People Allah tells about His servant and Messenger, Nuh, and that he complained to his Lord 
about the response he received from his people, and how he was patient with them for this 



long period of time -- which was nine hundred and fifty years. He complained due to his 
explaining and clarifying matters for them and his calling them to guidance and the straight est 
path. So he (Nuh) said, 



(0 my Lord! Verily, I have called to my people night and day,) meaning, ' I did not abandon 
calling them night and day, carrying out Your command and in obediance to You.' 



(But all my calling added nothing but to (their) flight.) meaning, 'the more I called them to 
come to the truth, the more they fled from it and avoided it.' 



(And verily, every time I called unto them that You might forgive them, they thrust their 
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments,) meaning, 'they closed up 
their ears so that they could not hear what I was calling them to.' This is similar to what Allah 
said about the disbelievers of the Quraysh. n?A h complains about his Encounter with His 
People Allah tells about His servant and Messenger, Nuh, and that he complained to his Lord 
about the response he received from his people, and how he was patient with them for this 
long period of time -- which was nine hundred and fifty years. He complained due to his 
explaining and clarifying matters for them and his calling them to guidance and the straight est 
path. So he (Nuh) said, NnA ?What Nuh said when He called His People to Allah 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft-Forgiving;) meaning, 'return to Him 
and turn away from what you are involved in. Repent to Him soon, for verily, He is Most 
Accepting of the repentance of those who turn to Him in repentance. He will accept 
repentance no matter what the sin is, even if it is disbelief and polytheism.' Thus, he said, 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft -Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
Midrar,) meaning, continuous rain. Thus, it is recommended to recite this Surah in the prayer 
for rain due to this Ayah. This has been reported from the Commander of the faithful, ' Umar 
bin Al-Khattab. He ascended the Minbar to perform the prayer for rain, and he did not do more 
than seeking Allah's forgiveness and reciting the Ayat that mention seeking Allah's forgiveness. 
Among these Ayat: 



(I said: Ask forgiveness from your Lord, verily, He is Oft -Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
Midrar,) Then he (" Umar) said, "Verily, I have sought rain with the keys of the sky which cause 
the rain to descend." Ibn 'Abbas and others have said, "It (Midrar) means some of it (rain) 
following others." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And give you increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on you 
rivers.) meaning, " if you repent to Allah, seek His forgiveness and obey Him, He will increase 
your provisions for you and provide you with water from the blessings of the sky. He will cause 
the blessings of the earth and crops to grow for you. He will increase your live stock animals for 
you and give you more wealth and children. This means that He will give you more wealth, 
more children and gardens with various types of fruits. He will cause riversto flow among these 
gardens.' This is the position of the invitation with encouragement. Then He made it balanced 
for them by using intimidation. He said, 



(What is the matter with you, that you do not hope for any Waqar from Allah) meaning, great 
majesty. This has been said by Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak. Ibn ' Abbas said, "That you 
all do not magnify Allah in the proper manner that He deserves to be magnified. Meaning, you 
do not fear His punishment and His vengeance." 



(While He has created you (in) Atwar (stages).) It has been said that this means from a drop of 
sperm, then from a hanging clot, then from a lump of flesh. Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Qatadah, 
Yahyabin RafT , As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd, all said this. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens in tiers) meaning, one above another. 
Can this be comprehended simply by hearing it only or is it of the matters that actually can be 
perceived with the senses which are known about the movements (of the heavenly bodies) and 
the eclipses. It is known that they (the scholars) have many different opinions about these 
mattersthat we will not discuss here. The only intent here isthat Allah 



(Allah has created the seven heavens in tiers and has made the moon a light therein, and made 
the sun a lamp) meaning, He made a distinction between them (the sun and moon) in reference 
to their lighting. He made each one of them in a set manner with a distinct quality so that the 
night and day may be known. They (the night and day) are known by the rising and setting of 
the sun. He also determined fixed stations and positions for the moon, and He made its light 
vary so that sometimes it increases until it reaches a maximum, then it begins to decrease until 
it is completely veiled. This shows the passing of months and years. This is as Allah said, 



(It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a light and measured out for its 
stages that you might know the number of years and the reckoning. Allah did not create this 
but in truth. He explains the Ayat in detail for people who have knowledge.) (10:5) Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(And Allah has brought you forth from the (dust of) earth) This (Nabat) is a verbal noun (for 
emphasis) and its usage here is most excellent. 



(Afterwards He will return you into it (the earth),) (71:18) meaning, when you die. 



(And bring you forth.) meaning, on the Day of Judgement He will repeat your creation just as 
He first originated you. 



(And Allah has made for you the earth a wide expanse.) meaning, He spread it out, leveled it, 
settled it, and stabilized it with firm and lofty mountains. 



(That you may go about therein in broad roads.) meaning, He created it so that you may settle 
in it and travel in it wherever you wish, from its different sides, areas and regions. All of this is 
from what Nuh informed them of concerning Allah's power and His greatness in creating the 
heavens and the earth. It demost rates the favor that He did for them by making both heavenly 
benefits and earthly benefits. For He is the Creator and the Sustainer Who made the heaven as 
a building and the earth as a bed, and He enlarged His provisions for His creatures. Therefore, 
He is the One Who it is obligatory to worship, and accept as One God. No one should be 
associated with Him as a partner, because He has no equal, peer, rival, coequal, mate, son, 
minister or advisor, rather He isthe Most High, the Most Great. 



(21. Nuh said: "My Lord! They have disobeyed me, and followed one whose wealth and children 
give him no increase but loss.") (22. "And they have plotted a mighty plot.") (23. "And they have 
said: 'You shall not leave your gods, nor shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa' , nor Yaghuth, and 
Ya' uq and Nasr.' ") (24. "And indeed they have led many astray. And (0 Allah): 'Grant no 
increase to the wrongdoers save error."') 



Nuh complains to His Lord about His People's Response 

Allah says that Nuh turned to Allah to inform Allah - the All Knowing from Whom nothing 
escapes - that he presented the clear call, as mentioned previously, and the comprehensive 
invitation in various ways. He called them sometimes by encouragement and sometimes by 
intimidating warnings. Yet, they disobeyed him, opposed him, denied him and followed the 
children of the world. They were those who were heedless of the command of Allah and they 
possessed delights of wealth and children. However, these things (worldly benefits) were also 
for gradual punishment and temporary respite, not for honor or blessing. Thus, Allah says, 



(and followed one whose wealth and children give him no increase but loss.) The meaning of 
Allah's statement, 



(And they have plotted a mighty plot.) is that they plotted a deceptive plot for their followers 
tricking them into believing that they were following the truth and correct guidance. This is 
like what they will say to them on the Day of Judgement, 



(Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day: when you orderd us to disbelieve in Allah and 
set up rivalsto Him!) (34:33) For this reason He says here, 



The Idols of the People of Nuh and what happened to Him 



(And they have plotted a mighty plot. And they have said: 'You shall not leave your gods, nor 
shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa' , nor Yaghuth, and Ya' uq and Nasr.') These are the names of 
their idols which they used to worship besides Allah. Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn ' Abbas that 
he said, "The idols that were among the people of Nuh wound up among the Arabs afterwards. 
In reference to Wadd, it became the idol of the people of Kalb in the area of Dawmat Al- 
Jandal. Suwa' became the idol of the people of Hudhayl. Yaghuth became the idol of the 
people of Murad, then the people of Bani Ghutayf at Al-Juruf in the area of Saba' worshipped it 
after them. Ya' uq became the idol of the people of Hamdan. Nasr became the idol of the 
people of Himyar for the family of Dhu Kala' . These idols were all named after righteous men 
from the people of Nuh. Then when these men died, Shaytan inspired his (Nuh's) people to 
erect statues in honor of them at their gathering places where they used to come and sit, and 
to name these statues after these men (with their names). So they did this (as Shaytan 
suggested), but these statues were not worshipped until after those people (the ones who built 
them) had died and the knowledge was lost. Then, those statues were later worshipped." This 
has also been similarly reported from ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Ibn Ishaq. Al i bin Abi 
Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "These are statues that were worshipped in the 
time of Nuh." Ibn Jarir recorded from Muhammad bin Qaysthat he said concerning Yaghuth, 
Ya' uq and Nasr, "They were righteous people between the time of Adam and Nuh, and they 
had followers who used to adhere to their guidance. Then, when they died, their companions 
who used to follow them said, 'If we make images of them, it will increase our desire to 
perform worship when we remember them.' So they made images of them. Then, when those 



people died and other people came after them, Iblis approached them and said, 'They (your 
predecessors) used to worship these statues and they were granted rain by their worship of 
them.' Thus, they (the latter people) worshipped them." 



The Supplication of Nuh against His People and for whoever 

believed in Him 



Allah then says, 



(And indeed they have led many astray.) meaning, by the idols that they took for worship, they 
mislead a large number of people. For verily, the worship of those idols continued throughout 
many generations until our times today, among the Arabs, the non-Arabs and all the groups of 
the Children of Adam. Al-Khalil (Prophet Ibrahim) said in his supplication, 



(And keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols. "0 my Lord! They have indeed led 
astray many among mankind...") (14:35,36) Allah then says, 



(Grant no increase to the wrongdoers save error.) This is a supplication from him (Nuh) against 
his people due to their rebellion, disbelief and obstinacy. This is just as Musa supplicated 
against Fir" awn and his chiefs in his statement, 



(Our Lord ! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so that they will not believe until 
they see the painful torment.) (10:88) Verily, Allah responded to the supplication of both of 
these Prophets concerning their people and He drowned their nations due to their rejection of 
what he (that Prophet) had come with. 



(25. Because of their sins they were drowned, then were made to enter the Fire. And they 
found none to help them instead of Allah.) (26. And Nuh said: "My Lord! Leave not one of the 
disbelievers on the earth Dayyarl") (27. "If You leave them, they will mislead Your servants, and 
they will beget none but wicked disbelievers.") (28. "My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents, and 
him who enters my home as a believer, and all the believing men and women. And to the 
wrongdoers grant You no increase but destruction!") Allah says, 



(Because of their sins) It also has been recited as; ( ) (their errors.) 



(they were drowned,) meaning, for their numerous sins, rebellion, persistence in disbelief and 
opposition to their Messengers. 



(they were drowned, then were made to enter the Fire.) meaning, they will be carried from 
the flood of the seasto the heat of the Fire. 



(And they found none to help them instead of Allah.) meaning, they will have no helper, 
assistant, or savior who can rescue them from the punishment of Allah. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(This day there is no savior from the decree of Allah except him on whom He has mercy.) 
(11:43) 



(And Nuh said: "My Lord! Leave not one of the disbelievers on the earth Dayyar!") meaning, do 
not leave a single one of them on the face of the earth, not even a lone individual. This is a 
method of speaking that gives emphasis to the negation. Ad-Dahhak said, "Dayyar means one." 
As-Suddi said, "Dayyar is the one who stays in the home." So Allah answered his supplication 
and He destroyed all of those on the face of the earth who were disbelievers. He (Allah) even 
destroyed Nuh's (biological) son from his own loins, who separated himself from his father 
(Nuh). He (Nuh's son) said, 



(I will betake myself to some mountain, it will save me from the water. Nuh said: "This day 
there is no savior from the decree of Allah except him on whom He has mercy." And waves 
came in between them, so he (the son) was among the drowned.) (11:43) Allah saved the 
people of the ship who believed with Nuh, and they were those whom Allah commanded Nuh to 
carry with him. Allah said, 



(If You leave them, they will mislead Your servants,) meaning, "if You leave a single one of 
them they will lead your servants astray.' This refersto those whom He will create after them. 



(and they will beget none but wicked disbelievers.) meaning, wicked in their deeds and 
disbelieving in their hearts. He (Nuh) said this due to what he knew about them since he 
remained among them for nine hundred and fifty years. Then he said, 



(My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents, and him who enters my home as a believer,) Ad-Dahhak 
said, "This means, my Masjid." However, there is no harm in understanding the Ayah according 
to its apparent meaning, which would be that he (Nuh) supplicated for every person who 
entered his house who was a believer. Then he said, 



(and all the believing men and women.) He supplicated for all of the believing men and 
women, and that includes those of them who were living and those of them who were dead. 
For this reason, it is recommended to supplicate like this, in following the example of Nuh, and 
that which has been reported in the narrations and well-known, legislated supplications. Then, 
he said, 



(And to the wrongdoers, grant You no increase but destruction!) As-Suddi said, "But 
destruction." Mujahid said, "But loss." This means in both this life and in the Hereafter. This is 
the end of the Tafsir of Surat Nuh. And all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Jinn 

(Chapter - 72) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Say: "It has been revealed to me that a group of Jinn listened. They said: 'Verily, we have 
heard a wonderful Recitation!') (2. ' It guides to the right path, and we have believed therein, 
and we shall never join anything with our Lord.') (3. ' And He, exalted be the Jadd of our Lord, 
has taken neither a wife nor a son.') (4. 'And that the foolish among us used to utter against 
Allah that which was an enormity in falsehood.') (5. ' And verily, we thought that men and Jinn 
would not utter a lie against Allah.') (6. 'And verily, there were men among mankind who took 
shelter with the males among the Jinn, but they increased them in Rahaq.') (7. 'And they 
thought as you thought, that Allah will not send any Messenger.') 

The Jinns listening to the Qur'an and Their Belief in It 

Allah commands His Messenger to inform his people that the Jinns listened to the Qur'an, 
believed in it, affirmed itstruthfulness and adhered to it. So Allah says, 



(Say: "It has been revealed to me that a group of Jinn listened. They said: 'Verily, we have 
heard a wonderful Recitation! It guides to the right path'") meaning, to what is correct and 
success. 



(and we have believed therein, and we shall never join anything with our Lord.) This position 
(that they took) is similar to what Allah said, 



(And when We sent towards you a group of the Jinns listening to the Qur'an.) (46:29) We have 
already presented the Hadiths that have been narrated concerning this, so there is no need to 
repeat them here. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And He, exalted be the Jadd of our Lord,) ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that 
he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(the Jadd of our Lord,) "This means, His actions, His commands and His power." Ad-Dahhak 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Allah's Jadd is His blessings, His power and His favor 
upon His creation." It has been reported from Mujahid and ' Ikrimah that they said, "It (Jadd) is 
the magnificence of our Lord." Qatadah said, "Exalted is His magnificence, His greatness and 
His command." As-Suddi said, "Exalted is the command of our Lord." It has been reported from 
Abu Ad-Darda', Mujahid and Ibn Jurayj that they said, "Exalted is His remembrance (Dhikr)." 



The Jinns Affirmation that Allah does not have a Wife and Children 

Allah says, 



(He has taken neither a wife nor a son.) meaning, far exalted is He above taking a mate and 
having children. This means that when the Jinns accepted Islam and believed in the Qur'an they 
professed Allah's magnificence above having taken a spouse and a child (or a son). Then they 
said, 



(And that the foolish among us used to utter against Allah that which was an enormity in 
falsehood.) Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Qatadah and As-Suddi, all said, 



(the foolish among us) "They were referring to Iblis." 



(that which was an enormity in falsehood.) As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik that he said, "This 
means a transgression." Ibn Zayd said, "A great injustice." The foolish (Safih) also carries the 
meaning of everyone in the category who claims that Allah has a spouse or a son. This is why 
Allah says here, 



(And that the foolish among us used to utter) meaning, nd He, eeA ?The Jinns Affirmation that 
Allah does not have a Wife and Children Allah says, 



(He has taken neither a wife nor a son.) meaning, far exalted is He above taking a mate and 
having children. This meansthat when the Jinns accepted Islam and believed in the Qur'an they 
professed Allah's magnificence above having taken a spouse and a child (or a son). Then they 
said, 



(And that the foolish among us used to utter against Allah that which was an enormity in 
falsehood.) Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Qatadah and As-Suddi, all said, 



(the foolish among us) "They were referring to Iblis." 



(that which was an enormity in falsehood.) As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik that he said, "This 
means a transgression." Ibn Zayd said, "A great injustice." The foolish (Safih) also carries the 
meaning of everyone in the category who claims that Allah has a spouse or a son. This is why 
Allah says here, 



(And that the foolish among us used to utter) meaning, before his acceptance of Islam. 



(against Allah that which was an enormity in falsehood.) meaning, falsehood and a lie. Thus, 
Allah says, 



(And verily, we thought that men and Jinn would not utter a lie against Allah.) meaning, 'we 
did not think that humans and Jinns would join each other in lying about Allah by attributing a 
spouse and a son to Him. So when we heard this Qur'an we believed in it and we knew that they 
(Jinns and men) had been lying about Allah in this matter.' 



Among the Causes of the Transgression of the Jinnswere that 
Humans sought Refuge with Them 



Allah says, 



(And verily, there were men among mankind who took shelter with the males among the Jinn, 
but they increased them in Rahaq.) meaning, 'we used to think that we had some virtuous 
status over mankind because they used to seek refuge with us whenever they (men) would 
settle in a valley or any place in the wilderness, the open country steppes and other places.' 
This was the custom of the Arabs in the pre-lslamic days of ignorance. They used to seek refuge 
with the greatest Jinn of a particular place so that no harm or evil would afflict them. Like one 
would do if he entered into the land of his enemies, in the vicinity of a great and powerful 
man, he would seek the protection and guardianship of that man. So when the Jinns saw that 
the humans were seeking refuge with them due to their fear of them, they increased them in 
Rahaq which means fear, terror and fright. They did this so that the people would be more 
afraid of them and seek refuge with them even more. AsQatadah said concerning this Ayah, 



(but they increased them in Rahaq.) means, "the Jinns were courageous and increased in 
insolence against them." As-Suddi said, "A man used to set out with his family (on a journey) 
until he came to a piece of land where he would settle. Then he would say, ' I seek refuge with 
the master (Jinn) of this valley from the Jinns, or that myself, my wealth, my child or my 
animals are harmed in it.'" Qatadah said, "When they sought refuge with them instead of Allah, 
the Jinns would overcome them with harm because of that." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from 
" Ikrimah that he said, "The Jinns used to fear humans just like humans fear them, or even 
worse. So whenever humans would come to a valley the Jinns would flee. So the leader of the 
people would say, 'We seek refuge with the leader of the inhabitants of this valley.' So the 
Jinns said, ' We see these people fleeing from us just like we flee from them.' Thus, the Jinns 
started coming near the humans and afflicting them with insanity and madness." Thus, Allah 
said, 



(And verily, there were men among mankind who took shelter with the males among the Jinn, 
but they increased them in Rahaq.) meaning, in sin. Abu ' Aliyah, Ar-Rabr and Zayd bin Aslam, 
all said, 



(in Rahaq) "This means in fear." Mujahid said, "The disbelievers would increase in 
transgression." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And they thought as you thought,) means, "the Jinns were courageous and increased in 
insolence against them." As-Suddi said, "A man used to set out with his family (on a journey) 
until he came to a piece of land where he would settle. Then he would say, * I seek refuge with 
the master (Jinn) of this valley from the Jinns, or that myself, my wealth, my child or my 
animals are harmed in it.'" Qatadah said, "When they sought refuge with them instead of Allah, 
the Jinns would overcome them with harm because of that." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from 
" Ikrimah that he said, "The Jinns used to fear humans just like humans fear them, or even 
worse. So whenever humans would come to a valley the Jinns would flee. So the leader of the 
people would say, 'We seek refuge with the leader of the inhabitants of this valley.' So the 
Jinns said, ' We see these people fleeing from us just like we flee from them.' Thus, the Jinns 
started coming near the humans and afflicting them with insanity and madness." Thus, Allah 
said, 



(And verily, there were men among mankind who took shelter with the males among the Jinn, 
but they increased them in Rahaq.) meaning, in sin. Abu * Aliyah, Ar-RabP and Zayd bin Aslam, 
all said, 



(in Rahaq) "This means in fear." Mujahid said, "The disbelievers would increase in 
transgression." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And they thought as you thought, that Allah will not send any Messenger.) meaning, Allah 
would never send a Messenger after this long period of time. This was said by Al-Kalbi and Ibn 
Jarir. 



(8. 'And we have sought to reach the heaven; but we found it filled with stern guards and 
flaming fires.') (9. 'And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a hearing, but any 
who listens now will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush.') (10. 'And we know not 
whether evil is intended for those on the earth, or whether their Lord intends for them 
guidance.') 



The Jinns stealing Information from the Sky before the the 
Messenger was sent and striking Them with flaming Fire after His 

Coming 

Allah informs about the Jinns when He sent His Messenger Muhammad and revealed the Qur'an 
to him. Among the ways He protected it (the Qur'an) was by filling sky with stern guards 
guarding it from all of its sides. The devils were then expelled from the places where they used 
to sit prior to that. This was so that they could not steal anything from the Qur'an and tell it to 
the soothsayers, thereby causing matters to be confused and mixed up. If this happened it 
would not be known who was being truthful. Allah did this out of His kindness to His creation, 
His mercy upon His servants and His protection of His Mighty Book (the Qur'an). This is why the 
Jinns said, 



(And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled with stern guards and flaming 
fires. And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a hearing, but any who listens now 
will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush.) meaning, whoever would like to steal some 
information by listening, he will find a flaming fire waiting in ambush for him. It will not pass 
him or miss him, but it will wipe him out and destroy him completely. 



(And we know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or whether their Lord intends 
for them guidance.) meaning, 'we do not know if this -- the matter which has occurred in the 
sky -- is intended for those who are in the earth or if their Lord intends some guidance for 
them.' They stated this in such a manner out of their etiquette in phrasing their speech, 



because they did not attribute the doing of evil to anyone and they attributed the good to 
Allah. Verily, it has been recorded in the Sahih, 

« » 

(And evil is not attributed to You (Allah).) It used to be that shooting stars (meteors) occurred 
before this, however it did not happen much, rather only occasionally. As was reported in the 
Hadith of Ibn * Abbas when he said, "While we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah a 
shooting star flashed in the sky. So the Prophet said, 

« » 

(What did you all used to say about this) We replied, "We used to say that a great person has 
been born and a great person has died." The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(This is not so, rather whenever Allah decrees a matter in the heaven...)" and then he went on 
to narrate the rest of the Hadith which we have already mentioned in its entirety in Surah 
Saba'. This is what caused them to seek the reason for this occurrence. So they set out 
searching in the east and the west. Then they found the Messenger of Allah reciting (the 
Qur'an) while leading his Companions in prayer. Thus, they knew that this Qur'an was the 
reason for the sky being guarded. Therefore, some among them believed in it and the others 
became more rebellious in their transgression. A discussion of this has preceded in a Hadith of 
Ibn ' Abbas concerning Allah's statement in Surat Al-Ahqaf, 



(And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad) a group of the Jinn (quietly) 
listening to the Qur'an.) (46:29) There is no doubt that when so many shooting stars began 
appearing in the sky, it horrified humans and Jinns alike. They were very disturbed and 
alarmed by it. They thought that it was the destruction of the world. As-Suddi said, "The sky 
was never guarded except if there was a Prophet in the earth or the religion of Allah was 
victorious and dominant in the earth." So the devils before the time of Muhammad had taken 
sitting stations for themselves in the heaven of this world and they would listen to the matters 
that occurred in the heaven. But when Allah sent Muhammad as a Prophet and Messenger, they 
were suddenly pelted one night (with the flaming, shooting stars). So the people of Ta'if were 
frightened because of this and they began to say, 'The dwellers of the sky have been 
destroyed.' This was because they saw the severe fires in the sky and the shooting flames. They 
began freeing their servants and abandoning their luxuries. So ' Abd Yalayl bin ' Amr bin 
x Umayr said to them and he was referred to for judgement among them "Woe to you people 
of Ta'if! Hold on to your wealth and look at these guiding stars in the sky. If you see them 
remaining in their place, then the dwellers of the sky have not been destroyed, rather this has 



happened because of Ibn Abi Kabshah (-- meaning Muhammad ). And if you look and see that 
you can no longer see these stars, then verily the dwellers of the sky have been destroyed." So, 
they looked and saw that the stars still remained, and thus, they kept their wealth. The devils 
also were frightened during that night. They went to Iblis and informed him of what happened 
to them. So he (Iblis) said, "Bring me a handful of dirt from every land so that I may smell it." 
So they brought it and he smelled it and said, "It is your friend in Makkah." Then he sent a 
group of seven Jinnsto Makkah, and they found the Prophet of Allah standing in prayer in Al- 
Masjid Al-Haram while reciting the Qur'an. They drew near to him eager to hear the Qur'an, 
until their chests almost pressed against him. Then they accepted Islam and Allah revealed 
their matter to His Messenger . We have mentioned this chapter in its entirety in the first 
section of the Kitab As-Srah with lengthy discussion. Allah knows best and unto Him is all 
praise and blessings. 



(11. 'There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary; we are groups 
having different ways.') (12/ And we think that we cannot escape Allah in the earth, nor can 
we escape Him by flight.') (13. ' And indeed when we heard the Guidance, we believed therein, 
and whosoever believes in his Lord shall have no fear, either of a decrease in the reward of his 
good deeds or an increase in the punishment for his sins.') (14. " And of us some are Muslims, 
and of us some are Al-Qasitun. And whosoever has embraced Islam, then such have sought the 
right path.' ") (15. And as for the Qasitun, they shall be firewood for Hell.) (16. If they had 
believed in Allah, and went on the way, We would surely have bestowed on them water in 
abundance.) (17. That We might try them thereby. And whosoever turns away from the 
Reminder of his Lord, He will cause him to enter in a Sa' ad torment.) 



The Jinns testify that among Them there are Believers, 
Disbelievers, Misguided and Guided 

Allah saysthat the Jinns said about themselves, 



(There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary;) meaning, other than 
that. 



(We are groups having different ways.) meaning, on numerous differing paths and having 
different thoughts and opinions. Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and others have said, 



(We are groups having different ways.) "This means among us are believers and among us are 
disbelievers." Ahmad bin Sulayman An-Najjad reported in his (book of) Amali that he heard Al- 
A' mash saying, "A Jinn came to us, so I said to him, 'What is the most beloved food to your 
kind' He replied, ' Rice.' 3d we brought them some rice and I saw the morsels being lifted but I 
did not see a hand lifting it. 3d I asked him, ' Do you have these desires (religious innovations) 
among your kind as we have among ours' He replied, ' Yes.' Then I said, 'Who are the Rafidah 
among you' He said, 'They are the worst of us.'" I presented this chain of narration to our 
Shaykh, Al-Hafiz Abi Al-Hajjaj Al-Mizzi and he said its chain is authentic to Al-A' mash. 



The Jinns confess to Allah's Perfect Power 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And we think that we cannot escape Allah in the earth, nor can we escape Him by flight.) 
meaning, 'we know that the power of Allah is decisive over us and that we cannot escape Him 
in the earth. Even if we try to flee, we know that He has complete control over us and that 
none of us can escape Him.' 



(And indeed when we heard the Guidance, we believed therein,) They were proud of this, and 
it is something for them to be proud of, as well as a great honor for them and a good 
characteristic. Concerning their statement, 



(and whosoever believes in his Lord shall have no fear, either of a decrease in the reward of his 
good deeds or an increase in the punishment for his sins.) Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and others said, 
"This means, he should not fear that the reward for his good deeds will be decreased or that he 
will be burdened with anything other than his sins." This is as Allah says, 



(Then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any curtailment.) (20:112) 



(And of us some are Muslims, and of us some are Al-Qasitun.) meaning, x among us there is the 
Muslim and the Qasit.' The Qasit is he who behaves unjustly with the truth and deviates from it. 
This isthe opposite of the Muqsit, the one who isjust. 



(And whosoever has embraced Islam, then such have sought the right path.) meaning, they 
sought salvation for themselves. 



(And asfor the Qasitun, they shall be firewood for Hell.) meaning, fuel, for they will be used to 
kindle it (the Fire). Concerning Allah's statement, 



(If they had believed in Allah, and went on the way, We would surely have bestowed on them 
water in abundance. That We might try them thereby.) The commentators have differed over 
the explanation of this. There are two views concerning it. The First View That if the deviant 
ones would stand firmly upon the path of Islam, being just upon it and remaining upon it, 



(We would surely have bestowed on them water in abundance.) meaning, a lot. The intent 
behind this is to say that they would be given an abundance of sustenance. With this, the 
meaning of Allah's statement, 



(That We might try them thereby.) is that, 'We will test them.' As Malik reported from Zayd 
bin Aslam, he said, "That We might try them - means, so that We may test them to see who will 
remain upon the guidance from those who will turn back to sin." 



Mentioning Those Who held this View 

Al-' Awfi reported similar to this from Ibn x Abbas, and likewise said Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib, x Ata, As-Suddi, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. 
Muqatil said, "This Ayah was revealed about the disbelievers of the Quraysh when they were 
deprived of rain for seven years." The Second View 



(If they had believed in Allah, and went on the way,) meaning, of misguidance. 



(We would surely have bestowed on them water in abundance.) meaning, Mhen We would have 
increased their sustenance to allow a gradual respite.' As Allah says, 



(So, when they forgot that with which they had been reminded, We opened for them the gates 
of everything, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a 
sudden, We took them, and lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and 
sorrows. ) (6:44) Allah also says, 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We expand them. We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they percieve not.) (23:55,56) This is the view of Abu Mijlaz and it 
agrees with the opinion of Ibn Humayd. For verily, he (Ibn Humayd) said concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(If they had believed in Allah, and went on the way,) "This means the path of misguidance." Ibn 
Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim both recorded this. Al-Baghawi also mentioned it from Ar-Rabr bin 
Anas, Zayd bin Aslam, Al-Kalbi and Ibn Kaysan. It seemsthat he (Al-Baghawi) took this position. 
And it is supported by Allah's saying, "That We might try them thereby." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And whosoever turns away from the Reminder of his Lord, He will cause him to enter in a 
Sa' ad torment.) meaning, a harsh, severe, agonizing and painful punishment. Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd, all said, 



(in a Sa' ad torment.) "This means harsh having no relaxation in it." It has also been reported 
from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "It is a mountain in Hell." It has been related from Sa' id bin 
Jubayr that he said, "It is a well in Hell." 



(18. And the Masjids are for Allah, so invoke not anyone along with Allah.) (19. And when the 
servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in prayer they just made round him a dense crowd as if 
sticking one over the other.) (20. Say: "I invoke only my Lord, and I associate none as partners 
along with Him.") (21. Say: "It is not in my power to cause you harm, or to bring you to the 
right path.") (22. Say: "None can protect me from Allah's punishment, nor can I find refuge 
except in Him.") (23. "(Mine is) but conveyance from Allah and His Messages, and whosoever 
disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, for him is the fire of Hell, he shall dwell therein 
forever.") (24. Till, when they see that which they are promised, then they will know who it is 
that is weaker concerning helpers and less important concerning numbers.) 



The Command to worship Allah Alone and shun Shirk 

Allah commands His servants to single Him out alone for worship and that none should be 
supplicated to along with Him, nor should any partners be associated with Him. As Qatadah 
said concerning Allah's statement, 



(And the Masjids are for Allah, so invoke not anyone along with Allah.) "Whenever the Jews and 
Christians used to enter their churches and synagogues, they would associate partners with 
Allah. Thus, Allah commanded His Prophet to tell them that they should single Him out alone 
for worship." Ibn Jarir recorded from Sa' id bin Jubayr that he said concerning this verse, 



(And the Masjids are for Allah, so invoke not anyone along with Allah.) "The Jinns said to the 
Prophet of Allah , 'How can we come to the Masjid while we are distant - meaning very far 
away - from you And how can we be present for the prayer while we are far away from you' So 
Allah revealed this Ayah, 



(And the Masjids are for Allah, so invoke not anyone along with Allah.)" The Jinns crowding 
together to hear the Qur'an Allah said, 



(And when the servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in prayer they just made round him a 
dense crowd as if sticking one over the other.) AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "When they 
heard the Prophet reciting the Qur'an they almost mounted on top of him due to their zeal. 
When they heard him reciting the Qur'an they drew very near to him. He was unaware of them 
until the messenger (i.e., Jibril) came to him and made him recite, 



(Say: "It has been revealed to me that a group of Jinn listened.") (72:1) They were listening to 
the Qur'an." This is one opinion and it has been reported from Az-Zubayr bin AI-' Awwarm. Ibn 
Jarir recorded from Ibn " Abbas that he said, "The Jinnssaid to their people, 



(when the servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in prayer they just made round him a dense 
crowd as if sticking one over the other.) )" This is the second view and it has also been reported 
from Sa' id bin Jubayr. Al-Hasan said, "When the Messenger of Allah stood up and said none has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah, and he called the people to their Lord, the Arabs 
almost crowded over him together (against him)." Qatadah said concerning Allah's statement, 



(when the servant of Allah stood up invoking Him in prayer they just made round him a dense 
crowd as if sticking one over the other.) "Humans and Jinns both crowded together over this 
matter in order to extinguish it. However, Allah insisted upon helping it, supporting it and 
making it victorious over those who opposed it." This is the third view and it has also been 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ibn Zayd. It was also the view 
preferred by Ibn Jarir. This view seems to be the most apparent meaning of the Ayah due to 
Allah's statement which follows it, 



(Say: "I invoke only my Lord, and I associate none as partners along with Him.") meaning, when 
they harmed him, opposed him, denied him and stood against him in order to thwart the truth 
he came with, and to unite against him, the Messenger said to them 



(I invoke only my Lord,) meaning, ' I only worship my Lord alone, and He has no partners. I seek 
His help and I put my trust in Him.' 



(and I associate none as partners along with Him.) 

The Messenger does not have Power to harm or give Guidance 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Say: "It is not in my power to cause you harm, or to bring you to the right path.") meaning, 
x say: I am only a man like you all and I have received revelation. I am only a servant among the 
servants of Allah. I have no control over the affairs of your guidance or your misguidance. 
Rather all of these things are referred to Allah.' Then he (the Prophet) says about himself that 
no one can save him from Allah either. This means, " if I disobey Allah, then no one would be 
able to rescue me from His punishment.' 



(and nor can I find refuge except in Him.) Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi all said, "No place to 
escape to." 



It is only obligatory upon the Messenger to convey the Message 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



((Mine is) but conveyance from Allah and His Messages,) This is an exception related to the 
previous statement, 



(None can protect me from Allah's punishment,) meaning, ' nothing can save me from Him and 
rescue me except my conveyance of the Message that He has obligated me to carry out.' This is 
as Allah says, 



(0 Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, 
then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind.) (5:67) Then 
Allah says, 



(and whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, for him is the fire of Hell, he 
shall dwell therein forever.) meaning, 'I will convey unto you all the Messages of Allah, so 
whoever disobeys after that, then his reward will be the fire of Hell wherein he will abide 
forever.' This means, they will not be able to avoid it nor escape from it. Then Allah says, 



(Till, when they see that which they are promised, then they will know who it is that is weaker 
concerning helpers and less important concerning numbers.) meaning, until these idolators 
from the Jinns and humans see what has been promised to them on the Day of Judgement. 
Then on that day, they will know who's helpers are weaker and fewer in number -- them or the 
believers who worship Allah alone. This means that the idolators have no helper at all and they 
are fewer in number than the soldiers of Allah. 



(25. Say: "I know not whether that which you are promised is near or whether my Lord will 
appoint for it a distant term.") (26. "The All-Knower of the Unseen, and He reveals to none His 
Unseen.") (27. Except to a Messenger whom He has chosen, and then He makes a band of 
watching guards to march before him and behind him.) (28. Till he knows that they have 
conveyed the Messages of their Lord. And He surrounds all that which is with them, and He 
keeps count of all things.) 



The Messenger of Allah does not know when the Hour will be 

Allah commands His Messenger to say to the people that he has no knowledge of when the Hour 
will be and he does not know whether itstime is near or far. 



(Say: "I know not whether which you are promised is near or whether my Lord will appoint for it 
a distant term.") meaning, a long period of time. In this noble Ayah is an evidence that the 
Hadith that many of the ignorant people often circulate, which says that the Prophet will not 
remain under the earth more than one thousand years (i.e., the Hour will be before that 
period) is a baseless lie. We have not seen it in any of the Books (of Hadith). Verily, the 
Messenger of Allah was asked about the time of the Hour and he would not respond. When 
Jibril appeared to him in the form of a bedouin Arab, one of the questions he asked the 
Prophet was, "0 Muhammad! Tell me about the Hour" So the Prophet replied, 

« » 

(The one questioned about it knows no more than the questioner.) On another occasion when a 
bedouin Arab called out to the Prophet in a loud voice saying, "0 Muhammad! When will be the 
Hour" The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Woe unto you. Verily, it will occur so what have you prepared for it) The man replied, "I have 
not prepared much for it of prayers and fasting, but I love Allah and His Messenger." The 
Prophet then replied, 

« » 



(Then you will be with whomever you love.) Anas said, "The Muslims were not happier with 
anything like they were upon (hearing) this Hadith." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(The All-Knower of the Unseen, and He reveals to none His Unseen. Except to a Messenger) This 
is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And they will never compass any thing of His knowledge except that which He wills.) (2:255) 
Similarly, Allah says here that He knows the unseen and the seen and that no one of His 
creation can attain any of His knowledge except that which Allah allows him to have. Thus, 
Allah says, 



(The All-Knower of the Unseen, and He reveals to none His Unseen. Except to a Messenger 
whom He has chosen,) This includes the angelic Messenger and the human Messenger. Then 
Allah says, 



(and then He makes a band of watching guards to march before him and behind him.) meaning, 
He particularly gives him additional guardian angels who protect him by the command of Allah 
and they accompany him with that which is with him of Allah's revelation. Thus, Allah says, 



(Till he knows that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord. And He surrounds all that 
which is with them, and He keeps count of all things.) The pronoun " he' which is in His 
statement, 



(Till he knows) refers to the Prophet . Ibn Jarir recorded from Sa id bin Jubayr that he said 
concerning the Ayah, 



(The All-Knower of the Unseen, and He reveals to none His Unseen. Except to a Messenger 
whom He has chosen, and then He makes a band of watching guards to march before him and 
behind him.) "These are four guardians among the angels along with Jibril, 



(Till he knows) This means Muhammad 



(that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord. And He surrounds all that which is with 
them, and He keeps count of all things.)" This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. It has also been 
reported by Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Yazid bin Abi Habib. ' Abdur-Razzaq reported from 
Ma' mar, from Qatadah, 



(Till he knows that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord.) "Sa that the Prophet of 
Allah would know that the Messengers had conveyed their Messages from Allah and that the 
angels have protected them and defended them." This has also been reported by Sa' id bin Abi 
" Arubah from Qatadah, and Ibn Jarir preferred this interpretation. Al-Baghawi said, "Ya* qub 
recited it as, ( ) (in order to be known) this means, so that the people may know that the 
Messengers had conveyed the Message." It also could carry the meaning that the pronoun refers 
to Allah (i.e., So that He (Allah) may know). This opinion has been mentioned by Ibn Al-Jawzi in 
Zad Al-Masir. The meaning of this is that He protects His Messengers through His angels so that 
they will be able to convey His Messages. He protects what He reveals to them of revelation so 
that He will know that they have indeed conveyed the Messages of their Lord. This is like His 
statement, 



(And We made the Qiblah which you used to face, only that We know who followed the 
Messenger from those who would turn on their heels.) (2:143) Allah also said, 



(Verily, Allah knowsthose who believe, and that He knowsthe hypocrites.) (29:11) It should be 
added to these examples that from Allah's knowledge is that He knows all things before they 
occur, and this is something definite and certain. Therefore, He says after this, 



(And He surrounds all that which is with them, and He keeps count of all things.) This is the 
end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Jinn, and all praises and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Muzzammil 

(Chapter - 73) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. you wrapped up!) (2. Stand (to pray) all night, except a little.) (3. Half of it or less than 
that, a little.) (4. Or a little more. And Rattil the Qur'an Tartil.) (5. Verily, We shall send down 
to you a Word Thaqil.) (6. Verily, rising (Nashi'ah) at night is better for understanding and more 
suitable for speech (recitation).) (7. Verily, for you in the day is lengthy Sabh.) (8. And 
remember the Name of your Lord and (tabattil) devote yourself to Him with complete 
devotion.) (9. Lord of the east and the west; La ilaha ilia Huwa, so take Him as a trustee.) 

The Command to stand at Night (in Prayer) 

Allah commands His Messenger to cease being wrapped up, and this meansto be covered during 
the night. He commands him to get up and stand in prayer to His Lord. This is as Allah says, 



(Their sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in fear and hope, and they spend out of 
what We have bestowed on them.) (32:16) Thus, the Prophet did as Allah ordered him, by 
standing for prayer at night. This was obligatory upon him alone, as Allah said, 



(And in some parts of the night offer the Salah with it (the Qur'an), as an additional prayer for 
you. it may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) (17:79) Here Allah explains 
how much prayer he should perform. Allah says, 



(0 you wrapped up! 9and all night, except a little.) Ibn 'Abbas, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi all 
said, 



(0 you wrapped up!) "This means, you who are asleep." Qatadah said, "The one who is 
wrapped up in hisgarments." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Half of it) means, instead of the whole night. 



(A little lessthan that, or a little more.) meaning, " We have commanded you to stand in prayer 
for half of the night, either a little more than it or a little less. There is no hardship on you 
concerning that (slight increase or decrease). 



The Way of reciting the Qur'an 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And Rattil the Qur'an Tartil.) meaning, recite it slowly, for that will help in understanding the 
Qur'an and contemplating it. This is how the Prophet used to recite. 'Aishah said, "He (the 
Prophet) used to recite the chapter slowly, so much so that it would be longer than chapters 
that were actually longer than it." In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded from Anas that he was 
asked about the recitation of the Messenger of Allah , so he replied, "He used to elongate the 
letters." Then he (Anas) recited, 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.) (1:1) and he elongated "In the 
Name of Allah," and he elongated "The Most Gracious," and he elongated "The Most Merciful." 
Ibn Jurayj reported from Ibn Abi Mulaykah, who narrated from Umm Salamah that she was 
asked about the recitation of the Messenger of Allah , so she said, "He used to pause in his 
recitation, verse by verse. 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise is Allah's, the Lord of all 
that exists. The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner of the Day of Recompense.) 
(1:1-4) This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. We have already mentioned 
the Hadiths which prove the recommendation of slow rhythmic recitation and beautification of 
the voice while reciting at the beginning of t his Taf sir. For example, the Hadith which states, 

« » 

(Beautify the Qur'an with your voices.) and the Hadith, 

« » 

(He is not of us who does not chant nicely with the recitation of the Qur'an.) and the Hadith, 



« » 

(Verily, he has been given this windpipe from the windpipes of the family of Dawud.) Referring 
to Abu Musa. Abu Musa replied, "If I knew that you had been listening to my recitation, I would 
have truly beautified it for you." It has been narrated from Ibn Mas' ud that he said, "Do not 
scatter the (recitation of) Qur'an out like the scattering of sand, and do not rush through it like 
the hasty recitation of poetry. Stop at its amazing parts and make your heart move with it. 
None of you should let his concern be to reach the end of the chapter." This has been recorded 
by Al-Baghawi. Al-Bukhari recorded from Abi Wa'il that he said, "A man came to Ibn Mas' ud and 
said, * I read the Mufassal chapters (from Qaf to An-Nas) last night in one unit of prayer.' Ibn 
Mas' ud said, 'This is rushing like the haste of reciting poetry, the Most Merciful. The Only 
Owner of the Day of Recompense.) (1:1-4) This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At- 
Tirmidhi. We have already mentioned the Hadiths which prove the recommendation of slow 
rhythmic recitation and beaut if icat ion of the voice while reciting at the beginning of this 
Tafsir. For example, the Hadith which states, 

« » 

(Beautify the Qur'an with your voices.) and the Hadith, 

« » 

(He is not of us who does not chant nicely with the recitation of the Qur'an.) and the Hadith, 

« » 

(Verily, he has been given this windpipe from the windpipes of the family of Dawud.) Referring 
to Abu Musa. Abu Musa replied, "If I knew that you had been listening to my recitation, I would 
have truly beautified it for you." It has been narrated from Ibn Mas' ud that he said, "Do not 
scatter the (recitation of) Qur'an out like the scattering of sand, and do not rush through it like 
the hasty recitation of poetry. Stop at its amazing parts and make your heart move with it. 
None of you should let his concern be to reach the end of the chapter." This has been recorded 
by Al-Baghawi. Al-Bukhari recorded from Abi Wa'il that he said, "A man came to Ibn Mas' ud and 
said, ' I read the Mufassal chapters (from Qaf to An-Nas) last night in one unit of prayer.' Ibn 
Mas' ud said, 'This is rushing like the haste of reciting poetry. 



The Magnificence of the Qur'an 

Allah then said, 



(Verily, We shall send down to you a Word Thaqil.) Al-Hasan and Qatadah both said, "The 
actions with it." It has also been said that it means it will be heavy at the time of its revelation 
due to its magnificence. This is similar to what Zayd bin Thabit said. He said, "The Messenger of 



Allah received some revelation while his thigh was on top of my thigh, and my thigh was almost 
crushed due to it." Imam Ahmad recorded from * Abdullah bin 'Amr that he said, "I asked the 
Prophet , '0 Messenger of Allah! Do you feel anything when revelation comes (to you)' The 
Messenger of Allah replied, 



» 



« 



(I hear a ringing and then I remain quiet when that occurs. There has not been a single time 
that revelation has come to me except that I thought that my soul was about to be taken 
(death).)" Ahmad was alone in narrating this. In the beginning of Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is 
recorded from ' A'ishah that Al-Harith bin Hisham asked the Messenger of Allah , "How does the 
revelation come to you" The Prophet replied, 

» 



« 



(Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, and it is most severe upon me. Then this 
state passes away from me after I have grasped what is inspired. Sometimes the angel comesto 
me in the form of a man and talksto me and I grasp whatever he says.) 'A'ishah added, "Verily, 
I saw him receiving revelation and I noticed the sweat dropping from his forehead on a very 
cold day as the revelation ended." This is the wording recorded by Al-Bukhari. Imam Ahmad 
recorded from 'A'ishah that she said, "If the Messenger of Allah received any revelation while 
he was on his riding animal, it would begin moving its Jiran intensely." The Jiran is the bottom 
of the neck. Ibn Jarir chose the interpretation that it (the revelation) is heavy in both ways 
simultaneously. This is as " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "Just as it is heavy in this 
world, it will also be heavy on the Day of Judgement in the Scales." 



The Virtue of standing at Night for Prayer 

Allah says, 



(Verily, rising (Nashi'ah) at night is better for understanding and more suitable for speech 
(recitation).) ' Umar, Ibn ' Abbas and Ibn Zubayr, all said, "The entire night is Nashi'ah." Mujahid 
and others said the same. It is said "Nasha'a" when a person stands at night to pray. In one 
narration from Mujahid he said, "(It is) after " Isha' (prayer)." This was also said by Abu Mijlaz, 



Qatadah, Salim, Abu Hazim and Muhammad bin Al-Munkadir. The point is that Nashi'ah of the 
night refers to its hours and its times, every hour of it is called Nashi'ah, so it refers to the 
periods of time. The purpose of this is that standing at night (for prayer) is better for training 
the heart and the tongue, and more conducive to recitation. Thus, Allah says, 



(is better for understanding and more suitable for speech (recitation).) meaning, more 
comprehensive for the matter of performing the recitation and better for understanding it than 
in the recitation of the day. This is because the daytime is the time for people to disperse and 
move about, to raise voices and be lively. Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la Al-Mawsili said, "Ibrahim bin Sa' id 
Al-Jawhari told us that Abu Usamah told us that Al-A' mash informed us that Anas bin Malik 
recited this Ayah as: ( ) ('Verily, rising at night is better for 

understanding and more correct for the speech.') 3d a man said to him, ' We recite it; 



(more suitable for speech).' So Anas said to him, 'Most correct (Aswab), most suitable 
(Aqwam), the best for preparation (Ahya') and similar words are all the same (in meaning).'" 
Thus, Allah continues saying, 



(Verily, for you in the day is lengthy Sabh.) Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah and "Ata' bin Abi Muslim, all 
said, "Leisure time and sleep." Abu AI-'Aliyah, Mujahid, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and Sufyan Ath-Thawri, all said, "Along amount of leisure time." 
Qatadah said, "Leisure, aspirations and activities." ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said 
concerning the statement, 



(Verily, for you in the day is lengthy Sabh.) "This means for your needs. Therefore, leave the 
night open for your religious devotion. Allah said this when the (voluntary) night prayer was 
obligatory. Then, Allah blessed His servants, lightened the matter and removed its obligation." 
Then he recited, 



(Stand (to pray) all night, except a little.) to the end of the Ayah, then he recited, 



(Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand less than two- thirds of the night, or half of it.) 
(73:20) until he reached, 



(So recite of it what is easy.) (73:20) and Allah says, 



(And Tahajjud in some parts of the night (also offer the Salah with it), as an additional prayer 
for you. It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) (17:79) In fact, this is as 
true as what he (" Abdur-Rahman) said, The proof for this view is what Imam Ahmad recorded 
in his Musnad, that Sa' id bin Hisham divorced his wife and then traveled to Al-Madinah in order 
to sell some property he had with her. He intended to use its money to buy an animal and a 
weapon and then go for Jihad against the Romans until he died. In the process of this he met a 
group of his people and they informed him that a group of six men from his people had 
intended that in the time of the Messenger of Allah , upon which he said, 

« » 

(Is there not for you all an excellent example in me) So he forbade them from that and made 
them testify that they would take their wives back. Then he (Sa' id) returned to us and 
informed us that he went to Ibn 'Abbas and asked him about the Witr (prayer). Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "Shall I not inform you of the person who is the most knowledgeable person on the earth 
about the Witr prayer of the Messenger of Allah " He said, "Yes." Ibn 'Abbas then said, "Go to 
" Aishah and ask her, then return to me and inform me of what she tells you." He said, "Then I 
went to Hakim bin Aflah and requested him to go with me to her. But he said, ' I do not want to 
be near her. Verily, I forbade her from saying anything concerning these two parties (the 
parties of 'AM and Mu'awiyah), but she refused and continued being involved with them (in 
their conflict).' So I adjured him by Allah, so he came with me and we entered upon her (in her 
house)." So she said, "Is this the Hakim that I know" He (Hakim) said, "Yes." Then she said, "Who 
is this that is with you" He said, "Sa' id bin Hisham." She said, "Who is Hisham" He said, "He is 
Ibn 'Amir." She then asked Allah to have mercy upon him ('Amir). Then she said, "Yes, 'Amir 
was a true man." Then I (Sa' id) said, "0 Mother of the believers! Inform me about the character 
of the Messenger of Allah ." She replied, "Have you not read the Qur'an" I said, "Of course." 
Then she said, "Verily, the character of the Messenger of Allah was the Qur'an." I was about to 
stand and leave, but then I remembered to ask about the night prayer of the Messenger of 
Allah . I said, "O Mother of the believers! Inform me about the night prayer of the Messenger of 
Allah ." She said, "Have you not read the Surah, 



(0 you wrapped up.) I said, "Of course." She then said, "Verily, Allah made standing at night 
(for prayer) obligatory at the beginning of this Surah. So the Messenger of Allah and his 
Companions stood for an entire year during the night (in prayer) until their feet swelled. Allah 
held back the revelation of the end of this Surah for twelve months. Then, Allah revealed the 



lightening of this burden at the end of this Surah. Then, the standing for night prayer became 
voluntary after it used to be obligatory." I was about to leave when I remembered to ask her 
about the Witr prayer of the Messenger of Allah . So I said, "0 Mother of the believers! Inform 
me about the Witr prayer of the Messenger of Allah ." She said, "We used to prepare his Siwak 
(toothst ick) for him and his ablution water, and Allah would awaken him whenever He wished 
to awaken him during the night. Then, he would clean his teeth with the Swak and perform 
ablution. Then, he would pray eight (Rak' ahs) units of prayer and he would not sit during them 
except at the end of the eighth one. At this point he would sit and remember his Lord the Most 
High, and supplicate to Him. Afterwards he would stand without saying the greeting of peace 
(Taslim). He would then pray a ninth unit of prayer and then sit. He would remember Allah 
Alone and then supplicate to Him (during this sitting). Then, he would say the greetings of 
peace (to conclude the prayer) making it audible to us. Then, he would pray two more units of 
prayer after this salutation of peace, while he would be sitting. So these are eleven units of 
prayer, O my son. Then, when he became older and heavier, he would perform Witr prayer 
with seven units of prayer, and then he would pray two extra units of prayer after them while 
sitting after the salutation of peace. So these are nine units of prayer, O my son. Whenever the 
Messenger of Allah used to pray a particular prayer, he liked to remain consistent in its 
performance. If he would ever be preoccupied from performing the night prayer by 
oversleeping, pain or illness, he would pray twelve units of supererogatory prayer during the 
day. I do not know of Allah's Prophet ever reciting the entire Qur'an in one night before 
morning nor did he fast an entire month other than the month of Ramadan." So I went to Ibn 
" Abbas and told him what she had said. Ibn ' Abbas then said, "She has spoken truthfully and if I 
had went to her house I would have remained until she spoke directly to me and I could see her 
lips moving." This is how Imam Ahmad recorded this narration in its entirety. Muslim also 
recorded similarly in hisSahih. Ibn Jarir recorded from Abu ' Abdur-Rahman that he said, "When 
the Ayah 



(0 you wrapped.) (73:1) was revealed, the people stood in night prayer for an entire year until 
their feet and shins swelled. This continued until Allah revealed, 



(So recite of it what is easy.) (73:20) Then the people relaxed." Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi 
both said the same. Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Stand (to pray) all night, except a little. Half of it or less than that, a little.) (73:2,3) "This 
became difficult on the believers. Then Allah lightened the matter for them and had mercy on 
them when He revealed after this, 



(He knows that there will be some among you sick, others traveling through the land, seeking 
of Allah's bounty.) until Allah says, 



(So, recite you of the Qur'an as much as may be easy for you.) (73:20) So Allah made the 
matter easy - and unto Him is due all praise - and he did not make matters difficult." Then 
Allah says, 



(And remember the Name of your Lord and (Tabattal) devote yourself to Him with complete 
devotion.) meaning, make much remembrance (Dhikr) of Him, devote yourself to Him and 
spend your time worshipping Him when you have completed your occupations and what you 
need from the affairs of your worldly matters. This is as Allah says, 



(So when you have finished (your occupation), devote yourself for Allah's worship.) (94:7) 
meaning, when you have completed your tasks and occupations, then busy yourself in His 
obedience and His worship so that you will have free time for leisure. The meaning of this was 
said by Ibn Zayd, or close to its meaning. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Abu Salih, ' Atiyah, Ad-Dahhak 
and As-Suddi, all said, 



(And (Tabattal) devote yourself to Him with complete devotion.) "This means, make your 
worship solely for Him alone." Al-Hasan said, "9rive and devote yourself to Him." Ibn Jarir said, 
"A devout worshipper is called Mutabattil. An example of this is the reported Hadith that he 
(the Prophet ) forbade At-Tabattul, which means total devotion to worship while avoiding 
getting married." Allah said, 



(Lord of the east and the west; La ilaha ilia Huwa. So take Him a trustee.) meaning, He is the 
Owner and Controller of affairs in the eastern regions and the western regions. He is the One 
except whom there is no deity worthy of worship. Just as you single Him out for worship, you 
should also single Him out for reliance. Therefore, take Him as a guardian and trustee. This is 
as Allah says in another Ayah, 



(So worship Him and rely upon him.) (11:123) It is also similar to Misstatement, 



(You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask for help.) (1:5) The Ayat with this meaning 
are numerous. They contain the command to make worship and acts of obedience exclusively 
for Allah, and to rely solely upon Him. 



(10. And be patient with what they say, and keep away from them in a good way.) (11. And 
leave Me alone to deal with the deniers, those who are in possession of good things of life. And 
give them respite for a little.) (12. Verily, with Us are Ankal, and Jahim.) (13. And a food that 
chokes, and a painful torment.) (14. On the Day when the earth and the mountains will 
(Tarjufu) shake, and the mountains will be a heap of sand poured out.) (15. Verily, We have 
sent to you a Messenger to be a witness over you, as We did send a Messenger to Fir' awn.) (16. 
But Fir' awn disobeyed the Messenger; so We seized him with a severe punishment.) (17. Then 
how can you protect yourselves from the punishment, if you disbelieve, on a Day that will make 
the children gray-headed) (18. Whereon the heaven will be cleft asunder His promise is 
certainly to be accomplished.) 



The Command to be Patient with the Harms of the Disbelievers and 
a Discussion of what They will receive because of it 



Allah commands His Messenger to be patient with what the foolish who reject him among his 
people say. Allah also commands him to keep away from them in a nice way. This means in a 
way that is not blameworthy. Then Allah says to him, as a threat and a warning to his people - 
and He (Allah) isthe Most Great, Whose anger nothing can stand before, 



(And leave Me alone to deal with the deniers, those who are in possession of good things of 
life.) meaning, 'leave Me to deal with the rich rejectors, who own great wealth.' For verily, 
they are more able to obey than others besides them, and they are requested to give the rights 
(to people) because they have what others do not have. 



(And give them respite for a little.) meaning, for a little while. This is as Allah says, 



(We let them enjoy for a little, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) (31:24) Thus, Allah says, 



(Verily, with Us are Ankal,) and these are fetters. Ibn ' Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Tawus, Muhammad bin 
Ka' b, 'Abdullah bin Buraydah, Abu ' Imran Al-Jawni, Abu Mijlaz, Ad-Dahhak, Hammad bin Abi 
Sulayman, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ibn Al-Mubarak, Ath-Thawri and others have all said this. 



(and Jahim.) This is a blazing fire. 



(And a food that chokes,) Ibn " Abbas said, "This means it will get stuck in the throat and it will 
not enter or come out." 



(and a painful torment. On the Day when the earth and the mountains will (Tarjuf) shake,) 
meaning, they will quake. 



(And the mountains will be a heap of sand poured out.) meaning, they will become like hills of 
sand after they had been firm rocks. Then they will be utterly destroyed and nothing will 
remain of them. This will occur until the entire earth becomes a flat land and no curvature will 
be seen in it. Thus, there will be no valleys and no hills. This means that no part of it will be 
low or elevated. 



Your Messenger is like the Messenger to Fir awn, and You know 

what happened to Fir awn 

Then addressesthe disbelievers of the Quraysh, and along with them the rest of mankind, 



(Verily, We have sent to you a Messenger to be a witness over you,) meaning, witnessing your 
deeds. 



(as We did send a Messenger to Fif awn. But Fir' awn disobeyed the Messenger; so We seized 
him with a severe punishment.) 



(severe punishment) Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, and Ath-Thawri said that this 
means severe. This means, ' you should beware of denying this Messenger, lest you be afflicted 
by that which befell Fir' awn. Allah seized him with the seizing of One Mighty and Powerful.' 
This is as Allah says, 



(So Allah seized him with punishment for his last and first transgression.) (79:25) 'Therefore, 
you will be even more deserving of destruction and ruin if you deny your Messenger, because 
your Messenger is more noble and a greater than Prophet Musa, the son of ' Imran.' This has 
been reported from Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid. 



The Threat of the Day of Judgement 

Allah says, 



(Then how can you proctect yourselves from the punishment, if you disbelieved, on a Day that 
will make the children gray-headed) Ibn Jarir quoted in the recitation of Ibn Mas' ud: "How can 
you, people, fear a Day that makes the children grey-headed, if you disbelieve in Allah and 
do not testify to Him" 3d the first interpretation would mean, ' how can you attain safety for 
yourselves from the Day of this great horror if you disbelieve' It could imply the meaning, ' how 
can you all attain piety if you disbelieve in the Day of Judgement and reject it.' Both of these 
meanings are good. However, the first interpretation is closer to the truth. And Allah knows 
best. The meaning of Allah's statement, 



(On a Day that will make the children gray-headed) is that this will happen due to the severity 
of its horrors, its earth- quakes and its distur- bing confusion. This is when Allah will say to 
Adam, "Send a group to the Fire." Adam will say, "How many" Allah will then reply, "From every 
thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine to the Fire, and one to Paradise." Then Allah says, 



(Whereon the heaven will be cleft asunder) Al-Hasan and Qatadah both said, "This means, 
because of it (the Day of Judge- ment), due to its severity and its horror." Then Allah says, 



(His promise is certainly to be accomplished.) meaning, the promise of this Day will be 
fulfilled. This means it will occur and there is no way around it, and it will come to pass and 
there is no avoiding it. 



(19. Verily, this is an admonition, therefore whosoever wills, let him take a path to His Lord!) 
(20. Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand a little less than two-thirds of the night, or half 
the night, or a third of the night, and also a party of those with you. And Allah measures the 
night and the day. He knows that you are unable to pray the whole night, so He has turned to 
you. 3d, recite you of the Qur'an as much as may be easy for you. He knows that there will be 
some among you sick, others traveling through the land, seeking of Allah's bounty, yet others 
fighting in Allah's cause. 3d recite as much of the Qur'an as may be easy, 



This is a Surah that Men of Sound Understanding receive 

Admonition from 



Allah says, 



(Verily, this) meaning, this Surah. 



(an admonition,) meaning, men of understanding receive admonition from it. Thus, Allah says, 



(therefore whosoever wills, let him take a path to His Lord.) meaning, from those whom Allah 
wills that they be guided. This is similar to the stipulation that Allah mentions in another 
Surah, 



(But you cannot will, unless Allah wills. Verily Allah is Ever All-Knowing, Al-Wise.) (76:30) 



Abrogation of the Obligation to offer the Night Prayer and a 
Mention of its Valid Excuses 

Then Allah says, 



(Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand a little less than two-thirds of the night, or half the 
night, or a third of the night, and also a party of those with you.) meaning, sometimes like this 
and sometimes like that, and all of these are done unintentionally. However, you all are not 
able to be consistent with the night prayer Allah has commanded you, because it is difficult for 
you. Thus, Allah says, 



(And Allah measures the night and the day.) meaning, sometimes the night and day are equal, 
and sometimes one of them will be longer or shorter than the other. 



(He knows that you are unable to pray the whole night,) meaning, the obligation which He 
prescribed for you. 



(So, recite you of the Qur'an as much as may be easy.) meaning, without specification of any 
set time. This means, stand and pray during the night as much as is easy (for you). Allah uses 
the term recitation (Qira'ah) to mean prayer (Salah). This is as Allah says in Surah Subhan (Al- 
Isra'), 



(And offer your Salah neither aloud) (17:110) meaning, your recitation. 



(Nor in low voice.) (17:110) Then Allah says, 



(He knows that there will be some among you sick, others traveling through the land, seeking 
of Allah's bounty, yet others fighting in Allah's cause.) meaning, He knows that there will be 
people of this nation who will have excuses for not praying the (voluntary) night prayer. They 
are those who are ill and therefore they are not able to perform it, and those who are traveling 
in the land seeking the bounty of Allah in business and trade, and others who will be busy with 
that which is more important to them. An example of this is going on expeditions to fight in the 
way of Allah. This Ayah, rather, this entire Surah was revealed in Makkah even though fighting 
was not legislated until after it was revealed. Thus, it is among the greatest of the signs of 
prophethood, because it informs about unseen matters of the future. Thus, Allah says, 



(So recite as much of the Qur'an as may be easy,) meaning, stand and pray at night whatever is 
easy for you to do of it. Allah said; 



(and perform Salah and give Zakah,) meaning, establish your obligatory prayers and pay your 
obligatory Zakah. This is a proof for those who say that Zakah was made obligatory in Makkah, 
but the various amounts of Nisab and how much was to be given was clarified in Al-Madinah. 
And Allah knows best. Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others from the 
Salaf have said, "Verily, this Ayah abrogated the standing for prayer at night that Allah 
previously made obligatory for the Muslims." It has been confirmed in the Two Sahihs that the 
Messenger of Allah said to a man, 

« » 

(Five obligatory prayers during a day and a night (are obligatory).)" The man said, "Is there 
anything other than this (of prayer) that is obligatory upon me" The Messenger of Allah replied, 

« » 

(No, except what you may do voluntarily.) 



The Command to give Charity and do Good Deeds 

Allah says, 



(and lend to Allah a handsome loan.) meaning, from charitable donations. For verily, Allah will 
reward for this the best and most abundant of rewards. This is as Allah says, 



(Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He may multiply it to him many times) 
(2:245) Then Allah says, 



(And whatever good you send before you for yourselves, you will certainly find it with Allah, 
better and greater in reward.) meaning, for all that you send before yourselves, you will get it 
(back) and it will be better than what you kept for yourselves in the worldly life. Al-Hafiz Abu 
Ya' la Al-Mawsili reported from Al-Harith bin Suwayd, from 'Abdullah that Messenger of Allah 
said, 

« » 

(Which of you hold his wealth to be more beloved to him than the wealth of his heir) rThey 
said, "0 Messenger of Allah! There is not a single one of us who does not hold his wealth to be 
more beloved to him than the wealth of his heir." The Messenger of Allah then said, 

« » 

(Know what you are saying!) They replied, "What do we know other than this, O Messenger of 
Allah" He then said, 



« » 

(The wealth of one of you is only that which he sends forth, and the wealth of his heir is that 
which he leaves behind.) Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith. Then Allah says, 



(And seek forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is Oft -Forgiving, Most-Merciful.) meaning, 
remember Him and seek forgiveness from Him often for all of your matters. For verily, He is 
Most Forgiving, Most Merciful to whoever seeks His forgiveness. This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat Al-Muzzammil, and all praise and blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Muddaththir 

(Chapter - 74) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. you enveloped in garments!) (2. Arise and warn!) (3. And magnify your Lord!) (4. And 
purify your garments!) (5. And keep away from Ar-Rujz!) (6. And give not a thing in order to 
have more.) (7. And be patient for the sake of your Lord!) (8. Then, when the Naqur is 
sounded.) (9. Truly, that Day will be a Hard Day.) (10. Far from easy for the disbelievers.) 



The First Ayat to be revealed after ' Read 



It has been confirmed in the Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim on the authority of Abu Salamah 
that Jabir bin 'Abdullah informed him that he heard the Messenger of Allah speaking about the 
time period (of the pause in) revelation. The Prophet said, 



» 



:( ) 



« 

(While I was walking I heard a voice from the sky. So I lifted my gaze towards the sky and saw 
the same angel who had come to me at the cave of Hira'. He was sitting on a chair between the 
sky and the earth. So I fled from him (in fear) until I fell down to the ground. Then, I went to 
my family and I said, 'Wrap me up, wrap me up. So, they wrapped me up! So Allah revealed, 
(0 you wrapped up! Arise and warn!) until (And keep away) Here, Abu Salamah added, x Ar- 
Rujz means idols.' (After this, the revelation started coming strongly and frequently in 
succession.) This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. The way this Hadith is narrated necessitates that 
revelation had descended before this. This is due to the Prophet's statement, 

« » 

(The same angel who had come to me at the cave of Hira'.)" That angel was Jibril, who had 
came to him with Allah's statement, 



(Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created. He has created man from a clot. Read! And 
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught by the pen. He has taught man that which he 
knew not.) (96:1-5) After this first occurrence (in the cave) there was a period of time that 
passed, then the angel descended again. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Salamah bin ' Abdur- 
Rahman that Jabir bin ' Abdullah informed him that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 

(Then the revelation ceased coming to me for a period of time. Then, while I was walking, I 
heard a voice from the sky. So I lifted my gaze towards the sky to see the same angel who had 
come to me, sitting on a chair between the sky and the earth. So I fled from him a short 
distance before I fell down to the ground. Then I came to my family and said to them, 'Wrap 
me up, wrap me up! So, they wrapped me up! Then Allah revealed, (0 you wrapped up! Arise 
and warn! And magnify your Lord. And purify your garments. And keep away from Ar-Rujz!)( 
After this, the revelation started coming strongly and frequently in succession.) They both (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) recorded this Hadith by way of Az-Zuhri. At-Tabarani recorded from Ibn 
'Abbas that he said, "Verily, Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah prepared some food for the Quraysh. So 
when they had eaten from it he said, ' What do you have to say about this man' Some of them 
said, ' He is a magician.' Others said, " He is not a magician.' Then some of them said, " He is a 
soothsayer.' But others said, ' He is not a soothsayer.' Some of them said, ' He is a poet.' But 
others said, ' He is not a poet.' Some of them said, * This is magic from that of old.' Thus, they 
eventually all agreed that it was magic from ancient times. Then, when this news reached the 
Prophet , he became grieved, covered his head and wrapped himself up. This is when Allah 
revealed, 



(0 you enveloped in garments! Arise and warn! And magnify your Lord (Allah)! And purify your 
garments! And keep away from Ar-Rujz (the idols)! And give not a thing in order to have more 
(or consider not your deeds of obedience to Allah as a favour to Him). And be patient for the 
sake of your Lord (i.e., perform your duty to Allah)!) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Arise and warn!) means, prepare to go forth with zeal and warn the people. With this the 
Prophet attained messengership just as he attained prophethood with the first revelation. 



(And magnify your Lord!) to declare the greatness of Him. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas; 



(And purify your garments!) "This means, do not let your garments that you wear be from 
earnings that are unlawful." It has also been said, "Do not wear your clothes in disobedience." 
Muhammad bin Srin said, 



(And purify your garments!) "This means clean them with water." Ibn Zayd said, "The idolators 
would not clean themselves, so Allah commanded him to clean himself and his garments." This 
view was preferred by Ibn Jarir. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 



(And purify your garments!) "This means purify your heart and your intentions." Muhammad bin 
Ka b Al-Qurazi and Al-Hasan Al-Basri both said, "And beautify your character." Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(And keep away from Ar-Rujz!) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbas, "Ar-Rujz are 
idols, so keep away from them." Similar to this was said by Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Qatadah, Az- 
Zuhri and Ibn Zayd, "Verily, it isthe idols." This is like Allah's statement, 



(0 Prophet! have Taqwa of Allah, and obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites.) (33:1) and 
Allah's statement, 



(And Musa said to his brother Harun: "Replace me among my people, act well and follow not 
way of the corrupters.") (7:142) Then Allah says, 



(And give not a thing in order to have more.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "Do not give any gift seeking to 
get (back in return) more than it."Khusayf reported from Mujahid; 



(And give not a thing (Tamnun) in order to have more.) "Do not slacken in seeking more good. 
Tamnun in the language of the Arabs meansto become weak." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And be patient for the sake of your Lord!) meaning, make your patience with their harms be 
for the Face of your Lord, the Mighty and Majestic. This was stated by Mujahid. Ibrahim An- 
Nakha' i said, "Be patient in your giving for the sake of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic." 



Reminding of the Day of Judgement 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then, when the Naqur is sounded. Truly, that Day will be a Hard Day -- far from easy for the 
disbelievers) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ash-Sha'bi, Zayd bin Aslam, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, 
Ar-Rabr bin Anas, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd, all said, 



(Naqur) "It is the Trumpet." Mujahid said, "It is in the shape of a horn." Ibn Abi Hatim narrated 
that Abu Sa' id Al-Ashaj told them that Asbat bin Muhammad related to them from Mutarrif, 
from " Atiyah AI-' Awfi, from Ibn ' Abbas, 



(Then, when the Trumpet is sounded.) The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(How can I be comfortable when the one with the horn has placed it in his mouth, leaned his 
forehead forward, and is waiting to be commanded so that he can blow) The Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah said, "What do you command us, Messenger of Allah" He replied, 



» 



« 



(Say: "Allah is sufficient for us, and what an excellent Trustee He is. We put our trust in Allah.") 
It has been recorded like this by Imam Ahmad on the authority of Asbat. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Truly, that Day will be a Hard Day.) meaning, severe. 



(Far from easy for the disbelievers.) meaning, it will not be easy for them. This is as Allah says, 



(The disbelievers will say: "This a Hard Day.") (54:8) We have reported from Zurarah bin Awfa, 
the judge of Al-Basrah, that he lead the people in the morning prayer and he recited this 
Surah. Then, when he reached Allah's statement, 



(Then, when the Naqur is sounded. Truly, that Day will be a Hard Day -- far from easy for the 
disbelievers.) he made a moaning sound and then he fell down dead. May Allah have mercy on 
him. 



(11. Leave Me alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely.) (12. And then granted him 
resources in abundance.) (13. And children attending.) (14. And made life smooth and 
comfortable for him.) (15. After all that he desires that I should give more.) (16. Nay! Verily, 
he has been opposing Our Ayat.) (17. I shall force him to Sa' ud!) (18. Verily, he thought and 
plotted.) (19. 3d let him be cursed, how he plotted!) (20. And once more let him be cursed, 
how he plotted!) (21. Then he thought.) (22. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered 
way;) (23. Then he turned back, and was proud.) (24. Then he said: "This is nothing but magic 
from that of old,) (25. "This is nothing but the word of a human being!") (26. I will cast him into 
Saqar.) (27. And what will make you know (exactly) what Saqar is) (28. It spares not, nor does 
it leave (anything)!) (29. Scorching for the humans!) (30. Over it are nineteen.) 



A Threat for Whoever claimsthat the Qur'an is Magic 



Allah threatens this wicked person whom He has favored with the blessings of this world, yet 
he is ungrateful for the blessings of Allah and he meets them with disbelief (in Allah) and 
rejection of His Ayat. He invents lies against Allah's Ayat and claims that they are the words of 
a man. Allah recounts to him His favors upon him when He says, 



(Leave Me alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely.) meaning, he came out of the womb of 
his mother alone, without any wealth or children. Then, Allah provided him with 



(resources in abundance.) meaning, vast and abundant. Allah then made for him, 



(And children attending.) Mujahid said, "They are not absent." This meansthat they are present 
with him. They do not travel for business and trade. Rather, their servants and hired workers 
handle all of that for them while they are sitting with their father. He enjoys their company 
and delights in being with them. 



(And made life smooth and comfortable for him.) meaning, " I made possible for him to amass 
wealth, luxuries and other than that.' 



(After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily, he has been opposing Our Ayat.) 
meaning, obstinate. This refers to his ungratefulness for his blessings after knowing (these 
blessings). Allah says, 



(I shall force him to Sa' ud!) Qatadah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Sa' ud is a rock in 
Hell that the disbeliever will be dragged across on his face." As-Suddi said, "Sa ud is a slippery 
rock in Hell that he will be forced to climb." Mujahid said, 



(I shall force him to Sa' ud!) "This is a harsh portion of the torment." Qatadah said, "It is a 
torment that contains no relaxation (break for relief)." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, he thought and plotted.) meaning, 'We only caused him to face the grievous torment 
of Sa ud, that is Our bringing him close to the harsh torment, because he was far away from 
faith.' This was because he thought and plotted, meaning he contemplated what he should say 
about the Qur'an when he was asked about it. 3d he deliberated over what statement he should 
invent against it. 



(and plotted.) meaning, he contemplated. 



(So- let him be cursed, how he plotted! And once more let him be cursed, how he plotted!) This 
is a supplication against him. 



(Then he thought.) meaning, he thought again and deliberated. 



(Then he frowned) meaning, he contracted his eyebrows together and frowned. 



(and he looked in a bad tempered way.) meaning, he scowled and was disgusted. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Then he turned back, and was proud.) meaning, he turned away from the truth and arrogantly 
refused to accept and submit to the Qur'an. 



(Then he said: "This is nothing but magic from that of old.") meaning, 'this is magic that 
Muhammad received from those who were before him, and he is merely saying what he got 
from them.' This is why he said, 



(This is nothing but the word of a human being!) meaning, it is not the Words of Allah. The 
person who is mentioned in this discussion is Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi. He was one 
of the chiefs of the Quraysh -- may Allah curse him. Among the narrations about this is what 
was reported by AI-'Awfi from Ibn 'Abbas. He (Ibn 'Abbas) said, "Al-Walid bin Ai-Mughirah 
entered the house of Abu Bakr bin Abi Quhafah and asked him about the Qur'an. When Abu Bakr 
informed him about it, he left and went to the Quraysh saying, ' What a great thing this is that 
Ibn Abi Kabshah is saying. I swear by Allah that it is not poetry, nor magic, nor the prattling of 
insanity. Verily, his speech is from the Words of Allah!' So when a group of the Quraysh heard 
this they gathered and said, ' By Allah, if Al-Walid converts (to Islam) all of the Quraysh will 
convert.' When Abu Jahl bin Hisham heard this he said, ' By Allah, I will deal with him for you.' 
So he went to Al-Walid's house and entered upon him. He said to Al-Walid, ' Don't you see that 
your people are collecting charity for you' Al-Walid replied, 'Don't I have more wealth and 
children than they do' Abu Jahl answered, 'They are saying that you only went to Ibn Abi 
Quhafah's house so that you can get some of hisfood.' Al-Walid then said, ' Isthiswhat my tribe 
is saying Nay, by Allah, I am not seeking to be close to Ibn Abi Quhafah, nor ' Umar, nor Ibn Abi 
Kabshah. And his speech is only inherited magic of old.' So Allah revealed to His Messenger , 



(Leave me alone with whom I created lonely.) until His statement, 



(It spares not, nor does it leave (anything)!)" Qatadah said, "They claim that he (Al-Walid) said, 
' By Allah, I thought about what the man says, and it is not poetry. Verily, it has a sweetness 
and it istruly elegant. Verily, it is exalted and it is not overcome. And I have no doubt that it is 
magic' So Allah revealed, 



(So let him be cursed, how he plotted!) 



(Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered way.) He contracted his eyes together and 
scowled." Allah says, 



(I will cast him into Saqar.) meaning, ' I will engulf him in it from all his sides.' Then Allah says, 



(And what will make you know (exactly) what Saqar is) This is to give fright and emphasis to its 
matter. Then Allah explains this by His saying, 



(It spares not, nor does it leave (anything)!) meaning, it eats their flesh, veins, nerves and their 
skins. Then their organs will be changed into something else. They will remain in this (form), 
not living or dying. This was stated by Ibn Buraydah, Abu Snan and others. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Scorching for the humans!) Mujahid said, "This meansfor the skin." Qatadah said, 



(Scorching for the humans!) "This means burning the skin." Ibn ' Abbas said, "Burning the skin of 
man." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Over it are nineteen.) meaning, the first of the guardians of Hell. They are magnificent in 
(their appearance) and harsh in their character. 



(31. And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire. And We have fixed their number 
only as a trial for the disbelievers, in order that the People of the Scripture may arrive at a 
certainty and that the believers may increase in faith, and that no doubt may be left for the 
People of the Scripture and the believers, and that those in whose hearts is a disease and the 
disbelievers may say: "What does Allah intend by this example" Thus Allah leads astray whom 
He wills and guides whom He wills. And none can know the hosts of your Lord but He. And this 
is nothing but a reminder to mankind.) (32. Nay! And by the moon.) (33. And by the night when 
it withdraws.) (34. And by the dawn when it brightens.) (35. Verily, it is but one of the greatest 
(signs).) (36. Awarning to mankind) (37. To any of you that choosesto go forward, or to remain 
behind.) 

The Number of Guardians of Hell and what the Disbelievers said 

about that 

Allah says, 



(And We have set none as (Ashab) guardians of the Fire) meaning, its guardians. 



(but angels.) Guardian angels, stern and severe. This is a refutation of the idolators of the 
Quraysh when they mentioned the number of guardian angels. Abu Jahl said, "0 people of 
Quraysh! Are not every ten among you able to defeat one of them" So Allah said, 



(And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire.) meaning, extremely strong in their 
creation. They cannot be stood against nor defeated. It has been said that Abu Al-Ashaddayn, 
and his name was Kaladah bin Usayd bin Khalaf, said, "0 people of Quraysh! You defend me 
against two of them and I will defend you against seventeen of them." He said this thinking 
himself to be very great. For they claimed that he achieved such strength that he would stand 
on a skin of cow hide and ten people would try to pull it out from under his feet, but the skin 
would be torn to pieces and still not be removed from under him. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And We have fixed their number only as a trial for the disbelievers,) meaning, " We only have 
mentioned their number as being nineteen as a test from Us for mankind.' 



(In order that the People of the Scripture may arrive at a certainty) meaning, so that they may 
know that this Messenger is true. For he speaks according to the same thing that they have 
with them of heavenly revealed Scriptures that came to the Prophets before him. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(and that the believers may increase in faith.) meaning, to their faith. This is due to what they 
witness from the truthfulness of the information of their Prophet, Muhammad . 



(and that no doubt may be left for the People of the Scripture and the believers, and that 
those in whose hearts is a disease) meaning, among the hypocrites. 



(and the disbelievers may say: "What does Allah intend by this example") meaning, they say, 
"What isthe wisdom in mentioning this here" Allah says, 



(Thus Allah leads astray whom He wills and guides whom He wills.) meaning, by way of 
examples like this, faith becomes firm in the hearts of some people and it is shaken with 
others. This has a profound wisdom and it is an irrefutable proof. None knows the Soldiers of 
Allah except Him Allah says, 



(And none can know the hosts of your Lord but He.) meaning, none knows their number and 
their count except Allah. This is so that one does not make the mistake of thinking that they 
are only nineteen in all. It has been confirmed in the Hadith concerning Al-lsra' that is reported 
in the Two Sahihs and other collections, that the Messenger of Allah said in describing the 
Frequented House (Al-Bayt Al-Ma' mur), which is in the seventh heaven, 



» 



« 



(Seventy thousand angels enter into it every day and they do not return to it as it is all that is 
due upon them (one visit in their lifetime).) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And this is nothing but a reminder to mankind.) Mujahid and others said, 



(And this is not.) "This meansthe Hellfire which has been described. 



(but a reminder to mankind. ) Then Allah says, 



(Nay! And by the moon. And by the night when it withdraws.) meaning, when it withdraws. 



(And by the dawn when it brightens.) meaning, when it shines. 



(Verily, it is but one of the greatest (signs).) meaning, the great things. This refers to the 
Hellfire. Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others of the Salaf, all said this. 



(A warning to mankind -- to any of you that chooses to go forward, or to remain behind.) 
meaning, for whoever wishes to accept the warning and be guided to the truth, or hold back 
from accepting it, turn away from it and reject it. 



(38. Every person is a pledge for what he has earned,) (39. Except those on the Right.) (40. In 
Gardens they will ask one another,) (41. About criminals (and they will say to them):) (42. 
"What has caused you to enter Hell") (43. They will say: "We were not of those who used to 
offer the Salah,") (44. "Nor did we feed the poor;") (45. "And we used to speak falsehood with 
vain speakers.") (46. "And we used to deny the Day of Recompense,") (47. "Until Al-Yaqin came 
to us.") (48. Sa no intercession of intercessors will be of any use to them.) (49. Then what is 
wrong with them that they turn away from admonition) (50. As if they were wild donkeys.) (51. 
Fleeing from a Qaswarah.) (52. Nay, everyone of them desires that he should be given pages 
spread out.) (53. Nay! But they fear not the Hereafter.) (54. Nay, verily, this is an admonition.) 
(55. So, whosoever wills receives admonition from it!) (56. And they will not receive 
admonition unless Allah wills; He is the One, deserving of the Taqwa and He is the One Who 
forgives.) 



What will take place in the Discussion between the People of 
Paradise and the People of the Hellfire 

Allah informsthat, 



(Every person is a pledge for what he has earned,) meaning, bound to his deed on the Day of 
Judgement . Ibn ' Abbas and ot hers have said t his. 



(Except those on the Right.) For verily, they will be 



(In Gardens they will ask one another, about criminals (and they will say to them)) meaning, 
while they are in lofty rooms they will ask the criminals, who will be in the lowest levels (of 
Hell), saying to them, 



("What has caused you to enter Hell" They will say: "We were not of those who used to offer the 
Salah, nor did we feed the poor.") meaning, 'we did not worship Allah, nor did we do good to 
His creatures of our own species (i.e., other people).' 



(And we used to speak falsehood with vain speakers.) meaning, 'we used to speak about what 
we had no knowledge of.' Qatadah said, "It means that every time someone went astray we 
would go astray with them." 



(And we used to deny the Day of Recompense, until the certainty (Al-Yaqin) came to us.) 
meaning, death. This is as Allah says, 



(And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the certainty.) (15:99) The Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Concerning him verily, Al-Yaqin (death) came to him from his Lord.)" Allah then says, 



(So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use to them.) meaning, whoever has these 
characteristics, then the intercession of whoever tries to intercede for him will be of no 
benefit on the Day of Judgement. This is because intercession is only useful if the conditions 
for it are met. However, whoever comes before Allah as a disbeliever on the Day of 
Judgement, then he will get the Hellfire and there is no way of avoiding it. He will abide in it 
(Hell) forever. 



The Disapproval of the Disbelievers' Rejection and Their Position 

Then Allah says, 



(Then what is wrong with them that they turn away from admonition) meaning, ' what is wrong 
with these disbelievers who are turning away from what you are calling them to and reminding 
them of 



(As if they were wild donkeys. Fleeing from a Qaswarah.) meaning, as if they were fleeing from 
the truth and turning away from it, like a wild donkey when it flees from something that is 
trying to catch it, like a lion. This was said by Abu Hurayrah. Hammad bin Salamah reported 
from ' AM bin Zayd who reported from Yusuf bin Mihran who narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said, "It 
(Qaswarah) is the lion in the Arabic language. It is called Qaswarah in the Abyssinian language, 
Sher in the Persian language and Awba in the Nabtiyyah (Nabatean) language." Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Nay, everyone of them desires that he should be given pages spread out.) meaning, each one 
of these isolators wants to have a book revealed to him as Allah revealed to the Prophet . 
Mujahid and others have said this. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And when there comes to them a sign they say: "We shall not believe until we receive the like 
of that which the Messengers of Allah had received." Allah knows best with whom to place His 
Message.) (6:124) It is reported in a narration from Qatadah that he said, "They want to be 
declared innocent (on the Day of Judgement) without having to do any deeds." Then Allah says, 



(Nay! But they fear not the Hereafter.) meaning, they were only corrupted by their lack of 
faith in it and their rejection of its occurrence. 



The Qur'an is a Reminder 

Then Allah says, 



(Nay, verily, this is an admonition.) meaning, truly the Qur'an is a reminder. 



(So, whosoever wills receives admonition (from it)! And they will not receive admonition unless 
Allah wills;) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And you cannot will unless Allah wills.) (81:29) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(He is the One, deserving the Taqwa and He is the One Who forgives.) This means that He 
deserves to be feared and He is eligible to forgive the sin of whoever turns to Him and repents. 
This was said by Qatadah. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Muddaththir, all praise and 
thanks are due to Allah, ffer the Salah, nor did we feed the poor.") meaning, 'we did not 
worship Allah, nor did we do good to His creatures of our own species (i.e., other people).' 



(And we used to speak falsehood with vain speakers. peakersieA The Qur'an is a Reminder 
Then Allah says, 



(Nay, verily, this is an admonition.) meaning, truly the Qur'an is a reminder. 



{So, whosoever wills receives admonition (from it)! And they will not receive admonition unless 
Allah wills;) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And you cannot will unless Allah wills.) (81:29) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(He is the One, deserving the Taqwa and He is the One Who forgives.) This means that He 
deserves to be feared and He is eligible to forgive the sin of whoever turns to Him and repents. 
This was said by Qatadah. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Muddaththir, all praise and 
thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Qiyamah 

(Chapter - 75) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Nay! I swear by the Day of Resurrection.) (2. And nay! I swear by An-Nafs Al- Law warn ah.) 
(3. Does man think that We shall not assemble his bones) (4. Yes, We are able to put together 
in perfect order the tips of his fingers.) (5. Nay! Man desires to break out ahead of himself.) (6. 
He asks: "When will be this Day of Resurrection") (7. &, when Bariqa the sight.) (8. And the 
moon will be eclipsed.) (9. And the sun and moon will be joined together.) (10. On that Day 
man will say: "Where (is the refuge) to flee") (11. No! There is no refuge!) (12. Unto your Lord 
will be the place of rest that Day.) (13. On that Day man will be informed of what he sent 
forward, and what he left behind.) (14. Nay! Man will be well informed about himself,) (15. 
Though he may put forth his 

The Oath about the Final Return on the Day of Resurrection and the 
Refutation against the Plots of the Thinkers 

It has been mentioned previously on more than one occasion that if the thing that is being 
sworn about is something that is being negated, then it is permissible to use the word "La" 
(Nay) before the oath to emphasize the negation. Here, what is being sworn about is the 
affirmation of the final abode and the refutation against the claim of the ignorant that the 
resurrection of bodies will not occur. This is why Allah says, 



(Nay! I swear by the Day of Resurrection. And nay! I swear by An-Nafs Al-Lawwamah.) Qatadah 
said, "This means, I swear by both of these things." This has also been reported from Ibn ' Abbas 
and Sa' id bin Jubayr. Concerning the Day of Judgement, it is well known what it is. In 
reference to An-Nafs Al-Lawwamah, Qurrah bin Khalid reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basri that he 
said about this Ayah, "Verily, by Allah, we think that every believer blames himself. He says 
(questioning himself), * What did I intend by my statement What did I intend by my eating What 
did I intend in what I said to myself However, the sinner proceeds ahead and he does not 



blame himself." Ibn Jarir recorded from Sa' id bin Jubayr that he said concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And nay! I swear by An-Nafs Al-Lawwamah) "He criticizes himself in good and bad." Similar has 
been reported from ' Ikrimah. Ibn Abi Najih reported from Mujahid: "He is sorry for what he 
missed (of good deeds) and he blames himself for it." Allah said; 



(Does man think that We shall not assemble his bones) meaning, 'on the Day of Judgement 
does he think that We are not able to return his bones and gather them from their various 
places' 



(Yes, We are able to put together in perfect order the tips of his fingers.) meaning, ~ does man 
think that We will not gather his bones Surely, We will gather them and We are quite able to 
put together his fingertips. This means Our power is suitable to gather (and recreate) them, 
and if We wished We could surely resurrect him with more than what he originally had. We 
could make his Banan, which are the tips of his fingers, all equal (in length).' Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Nay! Man desires to break out ahead of himself.) Sa' id reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 
"Thismeansto proceed forward." Mujahid said about, 



(to break out ahead of himself.) "This means that he wants to proceed ahead following his own 
whims." Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "This refers to the 
disbeliever who denies the Day of Reckoning." Ibn Zayd said the same thing. Thus, Allah says 
after this, 



(He asks: "When will be this Day of Resurrection") meaning, he says when will the Day of 
Judgement be His question is only a question of denying its occurrence, and rejecting its 
existence. This is as Allah says, 



(And they say: "When is this promise if you are truthful" Say: "The appointment to you is for a 
Day, which you cannot put back for an hour nor put forward.") (34:29-30) Here Allah says, 



(So, when Bariqa the sight.) Abu x Amr bin AI-' Ala' recited this Ayah as Bariqa with a Kasrah 
under the letter Ra, which means to be diminished. That which he (Abu * Amr) has said 
resembles the statement of Allah, 



(Their gaze returning not towards them.) (14:43) meaning, they will be looking this way and 
that way in horror. Their gaze will not be able to rest upon anything due to the severity of the 
terror on that Day. Qhers recited it as Baraqa with a Fathah over the letter Ra, and its 
meaning is close to the first recitation (Bariqa). The intent here is that the eyes will be 
dazzled, humbled, diminished, and humiliated on the Day of Judgement due to the severity of 
the horrors and the greatness of the matters that they will witness on that Day. Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(And the moon will be eclipsed.) meaning, its light will go away. 



(And the sun and moon will be joined together.) Mujahid said, "They will be rolled up." In 
explaining this Ayah, Ibn Zayd recited the following Ayat, 



(When the sun is wound round and its light is lost and is overthrown, and when the stars fall.) 
(81:1,2) It has been reported from Ibn Mas' ud that he recited the Ayah as, ( ) 

(and the sun and the moon will be joined between each other.) Allah said, 



(On that Day man will say:"Where (is the refuge) to flee") meaning, the human will see these 
horrors on the Day of Judgement and he will want to flee. He will say, "Where (is the place) to 
flee to" This means, where isthe escape or refuge Allah then says, 



(No! There is no refuge! Unto your Lord will be the place of rest that Day.) Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 
x Abbas, Sa' id bin Jubayr and several others of the Salaf said, "There will be no salvation." This 
Ayah is similar to Allah's statement, 



(You will have no refuge on that Day nor there will be for you any denying.) (42:47) meaning, 
'there will be no place for you to hide.' This is like what Allah says here, 



(There is no refuge.) meaning, 'there will be no place for you to seek shelter.' Thus, Allah says, 



(Unto your Lord will be the place of rest that Day.) meaning, the place of return and the final 
destination. The Deeds of Man will be placed before Him on the Day of Judgement Then Allah 
says, 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind.) 
meaning, he will be informed of all of his deeds, the old of them and the recent of them, the 
first of them and the last of them, the small of them and the large of them. This is as Allah 
says, 



(And they will find all that they did, placed before them, and your Lord treats no one with 
injustice.) (18:49) Likewise, Allah says here, 



(Nay! Man will be well informed about himself, though he may put forth his excuses.) meaning, 
he will be a witness against himself, knowing full well what he did, even though he will try to 
make excuses and deny it. This is as Allah says, 



((It will be said to him): "Read your book. You are sufficient as a reckoner against yourself this 
Day.") ' Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Nay! Man will be well informed about himself.) "His hearing, his sight, his two hands, his two 
legs and his limbs." Qatadah said, "This means he is a witness against himself." In another 
narration from Qatadah he said, "By Allah! If you wish to see him, you would see him as 
someone who sees the shortcomings of the people and their sins, yet he is heedless of his own 
sins." It used to be said, "Verily, it is written in the Injil: ' Son of Adam, do you see the small 
splinters in the eye of your brother and disregard the tree stump that is in your eye, so you do 
not see it'" Mujahid said, 



(Though he may put forth his excuses.) "This means, even though he argues in defense of it, he 
is a witness against it." Qatadah said, 



(Though he may put forth his excuses.) "Even though he will try to make false excuses on that 
Day, they will not be accepted from him." As-Suddi said, 



(Though he may put forth his excuses.) "This means his argument." This is as Allah says, 



(There will then be no Fitnah for them but to say: "By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who 
joined others in worship with Allah.") (6:23) Allah also says, 



(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they 
swear to you (0 Muslims). And they think that they have something. Verily, they are liars!) 
(58:18) AI-^Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(Though he may put forth his excuses.) "This is apologizing. Haven't you heard that Allah said, 



(The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to wrongdoers.) (40:52) and He says, 



(And they will offer submision to Allah on that Day.) (16:87) and He says, 



(Then they will (falsely) submit: "We used not to do any evil.") (16:28) and their statement, 



(By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in worship with Allah.) (6:23)" 



(16. Move not your tongue concerning to make haste therewith.) (17. It is for Us to collect it 
and that it be recited.) (18. And when We have recited it to you, then follow its recitation.) 
(19. Then it is for Us to make it clear.) (20. But no! Rather you love the present life of this 
world,) (21. And neglect the Hereafter.) (22. Some faces that Day shall be Nadirah.) (23. 
Looking at their Lord.) (24. And some faces that Day will be Basirah,) (25. Thinking that some 
calamity is about to fall on them.) 



How the Prophet received the Revelation 

This is Allah teaching His Messenger how to receive the revelation from the angel. For verily, 
he (the Prophet ) was rushing in his attempts to grasp the revelation and he would be reciting 
the revelation with the angel while he was reciting it. Therefore, Allah commanded him that 
when the angel brings some revelation to him he should just listen. Allah would make sure to 
collect it in his chest, and He would make it easy for him to recite it in the same way that it 
was revealed to him. Allah would explain it, interpret it and clarify it for him. So the first 
phase was gathering it in his chest, the second phase was recitation and the third phase was its 
explanation and clarification of its meaning. Thus, Allah says, 



(Move not your tongue concerning to make haste therewith.) meaning, with the Qur'an. This is 
as Allah says, 



(And be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you, and say: "My 
Lord! Increase me in knowledge.") (20:114) Then Allah says, 



(It isfor Usto collect it) meaning, * in your chest. 



(and that it be recited.) meaning, 'that you recite it. 



(And when We have recited it to you,) meaning, 'when the angel has recited it to you from 
Allah,' 



(then follow its recitation.) meaning, ' listen to it then recite it as he taught you to recite it. 



(Then it is for Us to make it clear.) meaning, ' after memorizing it and reciting it, We will 
explain it to you, clarify it and inspire you with its meaning according to what We intended and 
legislated.' Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that he said that the Messenger of Allah 
used to struggle very hard to grasp the revelation and he used to move his lips (rapidly with the 
recitation). The narrator, Sa' id, then said, "Ibn ' Abbas said to me, " I will move my lips like the 
Messenger of Allah used to move his lips (in order to show you)."' Then, the subnarrator said, 
"And Sa' id said to me, 'I will move my lips like I saw Ibn ' Abbas moving his lips (in order to 
show you)."' Then Allah revealed, 



(Move not your tongue concerning to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect it and that it 
be recited.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "This means He will collect it in his chest to recite it. 



(And when We have recited it to you, then follow its recitation.) meaning, listen to it and pay 
attention. 



(Then it is for Us to make it clear (to you).) So after this, when Jibril would leave, he would 
recite it as Jibril had taught him to recite it." This has also been recorded by Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim. Al-Bukhari's wording says, "So whenever Jibril would come to him he would be silent, 
and when Jibril had left he would recite it just as Allah, the Mighty and Sublime had promised 
him." 



The Cause of rejecting the Day of Judgement is Love of the World 
and Heedlessness of the Hereafter 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But no! Rather you love the present life of this world. And neglect the Hereafter.) meaning, 
the only thing that has caused them to reject the Day of Judgement and oppose the true 
revelation and the Mighty Qur'an Allah revealed to His Messenger is that their only concern is 
the present worldly life. They are preoccupied and distracted from the Hereafter, nt, and 
when Jibril had left he would recite it just as Allah, the Mighty and Sublime had promised him." 
sed to move his lips (rapidly with the recitation). The narrator, Sa' id, then said, "Ibn 'Abbas 
said to me, ' I will move my lips like the Messenger of Allah used to move his lips (in order to 
show you)."' Then, the subnarrator said, "And Sa* id said to me, ' I will move my lips like I saw 
Ibn " Abbas moving his lips (in order to show you)."' Then Allah revealed, 



(Move not your tongue concerning to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect it and that it 
be recited. reclkA ? The Cause of rejecting the Day of Judgement is Love of the World and 
Heedlessness of the Hereafter Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But no! Rather you love the present life of this world. And neglect the Hereafter.) meaning, 
the only thing that has caused them to reject the Day of Judgement and oppose the true 
revelation and the Mighty Qur'an Allah revealed to His Messenger is that their only concern is 
the present worldly life. They are preoccupied and distracted from the Hereafter. 

Seeing Allah in the Hereafter 

Then Allah says, 



(Some faces that Day shall be Nadirah.) which comes from the word Nadarah, which means 
splendid, radiant, glowing, delighted with goodness. 



(Looking at their Lord.) meaning, they will see Him with their very eyes. This is just as was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari in his Sahih, 



« » 



(Verily, you all will see your Lord with your own eyes.) The believers seeing Allah in the abode 
of the Hereafter has been confirmed in the authentic Hadiths from numerous routes of 
transmission with the scholars of Hadith. It is not possible to deny this or refuse it. Examples 
would be the Hadiths of Abu Sa' id and Abu Hurayrah, and they are both recorded in the Two 
Sahihs. They both mentioned that some people said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Will we see our 
Lord on the Day of Judgement" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Are you harmed by seeing the sun and the moon when there are no clouds beneath them) They 
replied, "No." The Prophet then said, 



« » 



(Then you will surely see your Lord like that.) In the Two Sahihs it is recorded from Jabir that 
he said, "The Messenger of Allah looked at the moon on a night when it was full, and he said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, you will see your Lord just as you see this moon! So if you are able to avoid missing a 
prayer before the rising of the sun (Fajr prayer) or before its setting (" Asr prayer) then do so.)" 
Among the Hadiths, which Muslim was alone in recording, is a narration from Suhayb that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(When the people of Paradise enter the Paradise, Allah will say, * Do you want me to give you 
anything extra' They will say, 'Haven't you whitened our faces Haven't you entered us into 
Paradise and saved us from the Fire' Then He will remove the veil and they will not be given 
anything more beloved to them than looking at their Lord, and that will be the extra 
(Ziyadah).) Then he recited this Ayah, 



(For those who have done good is the best and extra (Ziyadah).) (10:26) Also among the 
Hadiths, which Muslim was alone in recording, is the Hadith of Jabir in which the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Verily, Allah will appear before the believers while He is laughing.) This will take place on the 
open plains of the Resurrection place. In some of these Hadiths, it mentions that the believers 
will be looking at their Lord on the open plains and some mention that this will occur in the 
Gardens of Paradise. If it were not due to fear of taking up a lot of space, we would present all 
of these Hadiths with their routes of transmission and wordings from those that are in the Sahih 
collections, the collections of good narrations, the Musnad collections and the Sunan 
collections. However, we have mentioned this in separate places in thisTafsir, and Allah is the 
Giver of success. This issue is something that the Companions, the Successors and the Salaf of 
this nation have agreed upon, and all praise is due to Allah. It is something that is agreed upon 
between the Imams of Islam and the guides of all mankind. 



Blackening of the Faces of the Disobedient People on the Day of 

Judgement 

Allah says, 



(And some faces that Day will be Basirah. Thinking that some calamity is about to fall on 
them.) These are the faces of the sinners that will be Basirah on the Day of Judgement. 
Qatadah said, "This means gloomy." As- Suddi said, "Their (the faces) color will change." 



(Thinking) meaning, they will be certain. 



(that some calamity is about to fall on them.) Mujahid said, "A disaster." Qatadah said, "An 
evil." As-Suddi said, "They will be certain that they are going to be destroyed." Ibn Zayd said, 
"They will think that they are going to enter into the Hellfire." This situation is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(On the Day when some faces will become white and some faces will become black.) (3:106) 
Similarly Allah says, 



(Some faces that Day will be bright. Laughing, rejoicing at the good news. And other faces, 
that Day will be dust-stained; darkness will cover them, such will be the disbelieving, wicked.) 
(80:38-42) Allah also says, 



(Some faces, that Day will be humiliated. Laboring, weary. They will enter in the hot blazing 
Fire.) (88:2-4) until Allah says, 



((Other) faces that Day will be joyful. Happy with their endeavor. In a lofty Paradise.) (88:8-10) 
And there are other similar Ayat and discussions (in the Qur'an). 



(26. Nay, when it rea- chesto the collarbones.) (27. And it will be said: "Who can cure him") 
(28. And he will think that it was the parting;) (29. And one shank will be joined with another 
shank.) (30. The drive will be on that Day to your Lord!) (31. So, he neither believed nor 
prayed!) (32. But on the contrary, he denied and turned away!) (33. Then he walked in conceit 
to his family admiring himself!) (34. Woe to you! And then woe to you!) (35. Again, woe to you! 
And then woe to you!) (36. Does man think that he will be left neglected) (37. Was he not a 
Nutfah of semen emitted) (38. Then he became an 'Alaqah; then shaped and fashioned in due 
proportion.) (39. And made of him two sexes, male and female.) (40. Is it not so then, that He 
would be able to give life to the dead) 



Certainty will occur at the Time of Death Allah informs of the 
condition at the time of death and what terrors it contains 

May Allah make us firm at that time with the Firm Statement. Allah says, 



(Nay, when it reaches to the collarbones.) If we make the word "Kail a" negative, then this Ayah 
means, " son of Adam! You are not able to deny that which I informed you of at that time 
(death). This will become something witnessed by you with your own eyes.' If we consider the 
word "Kail a" to be a word of affirmation, then this would be the most obvious meaning. In this 
case it would mean that it is certainly true when the soul reaches the collarbones - meaning, 
" your soul will be pulled out of your body and it will reach your collarbones.' This is similar to 
Allah's statement, 



(Then why do you not (intervene) when (the soul of the dying person) reaches the throat And 
you at the moment are looking on, but We are nearer to him than you, but you see not, then 
why do you not if you are exempt from the reckoning and recompense, bring back the soul, if 
your are truthful) (56:83-87) Thus, Allah similarly says here, 



(Nay, when it reaches to the collarbones. And it will be said: "Who can cure him) ' Ikrimah 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Meaning, who is the person who recites divine prayers 
of healing so that he may come and cure him" Abu Qilabah made a similar statement when he 
said, 



(And it will be said: "Who can cure him) "This means who is the doctor that can cure him" 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd all have similar statements. 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported 
from Ibn " Abbas that he said concerning the Ayah, 



(And one shank will be joined with another shank.) "This isthe last day of the days of thisworld 
and the first day of the days of the Hereafter. So there will be hardships that will meet (more) 
hardships, except for he whom Allah has mercy upon." ' Ikrimah said, 



(And one shank will be joined with another shank.) "The great matter (will be joined) with the 
great matter." Mujahid said, "A test (will be joined) with a test." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said 
concerning Allah's statement, 



(And one shank will be joined with another shank. ) "These are your two shins when they are 
bound together." In another narration from him (Al-Hasan) he said, "His two legs have died and 
they will not carry him while he used to walk around on them." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(The drive will be on that Day to your Lord!) meaning, the place of return and the destination. 
This is that the soul ascends into the heavens and Allah says, "Return my servant to the earth, 
for verily, I have created them from it, I return them into it, and from it I will bring them out 
at another time." This has been reported in the lengthy Hadith of Al-Bara'. Verily, Allah says, 



(He is the Irresistible (Supreme), over His servants, and He sends guardians over you, until 
when death approaches one of you, Our messengers take his soul, and they never neglect their 
duty. Then they are returned to Allah, their True Master. Surely, for Him is the judgement and 
He is the swiftest in taking account.) (6:61,62) 



Mentioning the Case of the Denier 

Allah says, 



(So, he neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he denied and turned away!) This is 
to inform about the disbeliever who used to deny the truth in his heart in the abode of this 
worldly life, and he used to turn away from acting according to its way. Thus, there is no good 
in him, internally or externally. Therefore, Allah says, 



(So he neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he denied and turned away! Then he 
walked in conceit (full pride) to his family admiring himself!)(75:31-33) meaning, stubborn, 
cruel, obstinate, wanton, lazy, having no concern and doing no deeds. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And when they returned to their own people, they would return jesting.) (83:31) Allah also 
says, 



(Verily, he was among his people in joy! Verily, he thought that he would never come back (to 
Us)!) (84:13,14) meaning, return. 



(Yes! Verily, his Lord has been ever beholding him!) (84:15) Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn 
" Abbas that he said, 



(Then he walked in conceit to his family admiring himself!) "This means arrogantly." Qatadah 
and Zayd bin Aslam both said, "Strutting." Allah then says, 



(Woe to you! And then woe to you! Again, woe to you! And then woe to you!) This is a definite 
warning and threat from Allah to those who disbelieve in Him and strut about when walking. 
This means, ' you deserve to strut like this while you have disbelieved in your Creator and 
Maker.' This is what is commonly said in this type of situation in order to mock and intimidate 
(someone). This is as Allah says, 



(Taste you (this)! Verily you were (pretending to be) the mighty, the generous!) (44:49) 
Similarly, Allah says, 



(Eat and enjoy yourselves for a little. Verily, you are criminals.) (77:46) Allah also says, 



(So worship what you like besides Him.) (39:15) And like Allah's statement, 



(Do what you will.) (41:40) There are other examples of this as well. Abu ' Abdur-Rahman An- 
Nasa'i recorded from Sa' id bin Jubayr that he said, "I mentioned to Ibn ' Abbas, 



(Woe to you! And then woe to you! Again, woe to you! And then woe to you!) He (Ibn " Abbas) 
replied, 'The Messenger of Allah said this to Abu Jahl, then Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, 
revealed this Ayah.'" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Qatadah that he said concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Woe to you! And then woe to you! Again, woe to you! And then woe to you!) "It is a threat 
followed by a threat, just as you hear it. They claim that the Prophet of Allah grabbed the 
clothes of the enemy of Allah, Abu Jahl. The Prophet then said to him, " Woe to you! And then 
(again) woe to you! Again woe to you! And then (again) woe to you!' At this the enemy of Allah, 
Abu Jahl, said, " Are you threatening me, Muhammad By Allah! Neither you nor your Lord are 
able to do anything, and verily, I am the mightiest person walking between its (Makkah's) two 
mountains.'" 



Man will not be left neglected 

Allah says, 



(Does man think that he will be left neglected) As-Suddi said, "Meaning not resurrected." 
Mujahid, Ash-ShafTi and * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, all said, "Meaning, he will not be 
commanded and prohibited." Apparently the Ayah includes both meanings. This means that he 
will not be left neglected in this worldly life, without being commanded and prohibited. He 
also will not be left neglected in his grave unattended to without being resurrected. Rather he 
will be commanded and prohibited in this life, and gathered back to Allah in the abode of the 
Hereafter. The intent here is to affirm the existence of the abode of the final return and to 
refute whoever rejects it from the people of deviance, ignorance and stubbornness. Thus, Allah 
uses the beginning of creation as a proof for the repetition of the creation in His saying, 



(Was he not a Nutfah of semen emitted) meaning, was not man a weak drop of sperm from a 
despised fluid known as semen, that is emitted from the loins into the wombs 



(Then he became an 'Alaqah; then shaped and fashioned in due proportion.) meaning, he 
became a clot, then a lump of flesh, then he was formed and the soul was blown into him. 
Then he became a perfect creation with healthy limbs, as either a male or a female by the 
permission and decree of Allah. Thus, Allah says, 



(And made of him two sexes, male and female.) Then Allah says, 



(Is it not so then, that He would be able to give life to the dead) meaning, is not He Who made 
this perfect creation from this weak drop of sperm able to repeat that as He did originally And 
"the ability to repeat that" either refers to the origination only, or to both that and the process 
of perfecting it, according to two different views, as in Allah's saying; 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; this is easier for Him.) (30:27) 
The first view is more popular, and Allah knows best. 



Supplication upon completing this Surah 

Abu Dawud recorded from Musa bin Abi ' A'ishah that he said, "A man used to pray on top of his 
house and whenever he recited, 



(Is it not so then, that He would be able to give life to the dead) he would say, ' Glory to You, 
of course.' So the people asked him about that and he said, ' I heard it from the Messenger of 
Allah .'" Abu Dawud was alone in transmitting this Hadith and he did not mention who this 
Companion was, but there is no harm in that. This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Qiyamah, 
all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-lnsan 

(Chapter - 76) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



It has been mentioned previously that it is recorded in Sahih Muslim from Ibn 'Abbas that the 
Messenger of Allah used to recite in the Morning prayer on Friday: 



(Alif Lam Mim. The revelation. ..)(32) and; 



(Hasthere not been over man...) (76) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Hasthere not been over man a period of time, when he was not a thing worth mentioning) 
(2. Verily, We have created man from Nutfah Amshaj, in order to try him, so, We made him 
hearer and seer.) (3. Verily, We guided him to the way, whether he be grateful or ungrateful.) 



Allah created Man after He did not exist 

Allah informs that He brought man into existence after he was not even a thing worth 
mentioning, due to his lowliness and weakness. Allah says, 



(Has there not been over man a period of time, when he was not a thing worth mentioning) 
Then Allah explains this by saying, 



(Verily, We have created man from Nutfah Amshaj,) meaning, mixed. The words Mashaj and 
Mashij mean something that is mixed together. Ibn ' Abbas said concerning Allah's statement, 



(from Nutfah Amshaj,) "This means the fluid of the man and the fluid of the woman when they 
meet and mix." Then man changes after this from stage to stage, condition to condition and 
color to color. * Ikrimah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Ar-Rabr bin Anas all made statements similar 
to this. They said, "Amshaj is the mixing of the man's fluid with the woman's fluid." Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(in order to try him,) means, x We test him.' It is similar to Allah's statement, 



(That He may test you which of you is best in deed.) (67:2) Then Allah says, 



(so, We made him hearer and seer.) meaning, 'We gave him the faculties of hearing and sight 
so that he would be able to use them for obedience and disobedience.' 



Allah guided Him to the Path, so Man is either Grateful or 

Ungrateful 



Allah says, 



(Verily, We guided to him the way,) meaning, 'We explained it to him, made it clear to him 
and showed it to him.' This is as Allah says, 



(And as for Thamud, We guided them but they preferred blindness to guidance.) (41:17) Allah 
also said, 



(And We guided him to the two ways.) (90:10) meaning, ' We explained to him the path of good 
and the path of evil.' This is the statement of Mkrimah, ' Atiyah, Ibn Zayd and Mujahid from 
what is well-known from him and the majority. Allah then says, 



(Whether he be grateful or ungrateful.) This is his decree. Thus, with this he is either wretched 
or happy. This is like what has been recorded by Muslim in a Hadith from Abu Malik Al-Asff ari. 
He said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(All of mankind wakes up in the morning the merchant of hisown soul. So he either imprisons it 
or sets it free. ) 



(4. Verily, We have prepared for the disbelievers iron chains, iron collars, and Sa' ir.) (5. Verily, 
the Abrar (righteous believers) shall drink of a cup mixed with Kafur.) (6. A spring wherefrom 
the servants of Allah will drink, causing it to gush forth abundantly.) (7. They fulfill (their) 
vows, and they fear a Day whose evil will be wide-spreading.) (8. And they give food, inspite of 
their love for it, to the poor, the orphan and the captive,) (9. (Saying): "We feed you seeking 
Allah's Face only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from you.") (10. "Verily, We fear from our 
Lord a Day that is x Abus and Qamtarir.") (11. So, Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, 
and gave them Nadrah (a light of beauty) and joy.) (12. And their recompense shall be 
Paradise, and silken garments, because they were patient.) 



The Recompense of the Disbelievers and the Righteous 

Allah informs of what he has waiting for those who disbelieve in Him from His creatures of 
chains, iron collars and Sa' ir. Sa' ir is the flame and fire of the Hell. This is as Allah says, 



(When iron collars will be rounded over their necks, and the chains, they shall be dragged 
along, in the boiling water, then they will be burned in the Fire.) (40:71,72) After mentioning 
the blazing Fire He has prepared for these wretched people, Allah goes on to say, 



(Verily, the Abrar (righteous believers) shall drink of a cup mixed with Kafur.) The properties of 
the Kafur (camphor) are well known; cooling, having a nice fragrance and in addition to this its 
taste will be delicious in Paradise. Al-Hasan said, "The coolness of the camphor will be in the 
pleasantness of ginger." Thus Allah said, 



(A spring wherefrom the servants of Allah will drink, causing it to gush forth abundantly.) 
meaning, this (drink) that will be mixed for these righteous people will be taken from Kafur, 
which is a spring that Allah's close servants will drink directly from, without it being mixed with 
anything, and they will drink to their fill from it. The word Yashrabu (to drink) includes the 
meaning of Yarwa (to quench one'sthirst). Allah then says, 



(causing it to gush forth abundantly (Tafjir).) meaning, they will have control of it however and 
wherever they wish. They will have access to it from their castles, their homes, their sitting 
rooms and their residences. At-Tafjir means to cause to gush forth or flow out. This is as Allah 
says, 



(And they say: "We shall not believe in you until you cause a spring to gush forth from the earth 
for us.) (17:90) And Allah says, 



(We caused a river to gush forth in the midst of them.) (18:33) Mujahid said, 



(causing it to gush forth abundantly.) "This means that they will divert it to wherever they 
wish." ' Ikrimah and Qatadah both made similar statements. Ath-Thawri said, "They will cause it 
to flow wherever they wish." 



The Deeds of these Righteous People 

Allah says, 



(They fulfill vows, and they fear a Day whose evil will be wide-spreading.) meaning, they 
devote to worship Allah using that which He made obligatory upon them from actions of 
obligatory obedience that is based on Islamic legislation. They also worship Him by fulfilling 
their vows. Imam Malik reported from Talhah bin " Abdul-Malik Al-Ayli, who reported from Al- 
Qasim bin Malik, from ' A'ishah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 

(Whoever makes a vow to obey Allah, then he should obey Him. And whoever makes a vow to 
disobey Allah, then he should not disobey Him.) Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith from 
Malik. These people also abandon those forbidden things which He (Allah) has prohibited for 
them, due to their fear of having an evil reckoning on the Day of Return. This is the Day when 
the evil will spread out among all people except for those upon whom Allah has had mercy. Ibn 
'Abbas said, "Spreading." Qatadah said, "By Allah! The evil of that Day will spread until it fills 
the heavens and the earth." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And they give food, inspite of their love for it,) It has been said that this means the love of 
Allah, the Most High. In their view the pronoun refers to Allah. However, the most apparent 
meaning is that the pronoun refers to the food. This would mean, they give food while they 
themselves love it and desire it. This was stated by Mujahid and Muqatil, and it was the 
preferred opinion of Ibn Jarir. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And gives his wealth, in spite of love for it.) (2:177) Allah also says, 



(By no means shall you attain Al-Birr unless you spend of that which you love.) (3:92) In the 
Sahih, there is a Hadith which states, 



» 

« 

(The best charity is that which you give while you are healthy, covetous, hoping for wealth and 
fearing poverty.) This means in the condition of your love for wealth, your eagerness for it and 
your need for it. Thus, Allah says, 



(And they give food, inspite of their love for it, to the poor, the orphan and the captive,) 
Concerning the poor person and the orphan, an explanation of them and their characteristics 
has already preceded. In reference to the captive, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan and Ad-Dahhak 
all said, "He isthe captive among the people of the Qiblah (i.e., the Muslims)." Ibn ' Abbas said, 
"At that time (when this Ayah was revealed) their (the Muslims') captives were idolators." Proof 
for this is that on the day of Badr the Messenger of Allah commanded his Companions to treat 
the captives respectfully. They (the Companions) would give them preference over themselves 
when eating their meals. ' Ikrimah said, "They (captives) are the slaves." Ibn Jarir preferred this 
opinion since the Ayah generally refers to both the Muslim and the idolators. Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
'Ata', Al-Hasan and Qatadah all made similar statements. The Messenger of Allah advised 
treating servants well in more than one Hadith. This held such importance with him that the 
last statement of advice that he gave (before dying) was his saying, 



« » 



(The prayer (As-Salah) and what your right hand possesses (slaves).) Mujahid said, "He (the 
captive) is the prisoner." This means that these (righteous) people give food to others even 
though they themselves desire it and love it, saying at the same time, 



(We feed you seeking Allah's Face only.) meaning, hoping for the reward of Allah and His 
pleasure. 



(We wish for no reward, nor thanks from you.) meaning, 'we do not seek any reward from you 
in return for it. We also are not seeking for you to thank us in front of the people.' Mujahid and 
Sa' id bin Jubayr both said, "By Allah! They do not say this with their tongues, but rather, Allah 
knows it in their hearts and He commendsthem for it. Every seeker should seek after this." 



(Verily, We fear from our Lord a Day that is' Abus and Qamtarir.) meaning, 'we only do this so 
that perhaps Allah may have mercy on us and treat us with gentleness on the Day that is 'Abus 
and Qamtarir.' 'Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "'Abus means difficult and 
Qamtarir means long." ' Ikrimah and others said from Ibn Abbas, 



(a Day that is ' Abus and Qamtarir (hard and distressful, that will make the faces look horrible 
from extreme dislike to it.)) "The disbeliever will frown on that day until sweat will flow 
between his eyes like tar." Mujahid said, "Abus ' Abis means (frowning with) the two lips and 
Qamtarir means drawing up the face in a scowl." Sa' id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said, "Faces will 
be made to frown due to dismay. Qamtarir is the contraction of the forehead and what is 
between the two eyes due to dismay." Ibn Zayd said, " ' Abus is the evil and Qamtarir is the 
severity." 



Some Details concerning the Reward of the Righteous in Paradise 
and what it contains of Delights 

Allah says, 



(So, Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave them Nadrah (a light of beauty) and 
joy.) This is used as a way of eloquence in stating similarity (i.e., two similar things). 



(So, Allah saved them from the evil of that Day,) meaning, He protects them from that which 
they fear of it. 



(and gave them Nadrah (a light of beauty)) meaning, in their faces. 



(And joy) in their hearts. Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, Abu 'Aliyah and Ar-RabP bin Anas all 
stated this. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Some faces that Day will be bright, laughing, rejoicing at good news.) This is because if the 
heart is happy, then the face will be enlightened. As Ka' b bin Malik said in his lengthy Hadith 
about Allah's Messenger , whenever he was happy, then his face will be radiant until it will be 
as if it is a piece of the moon. ' A'ishah said, "The Messenger of Allah entered into my home 
happy and his facial expression was glowing." And the Hadith continues. dAllah then says, 



(And their recompense because they were patient) meaning, due to their patience He will give 
them, bestow upon them and accommodate them with Paradise and silken garments. This 
means a home that is spacious, a delightful life and fine clothing. Al-Hafiz Ibn ' Asakir said in 
his biography of Hisham bin Sulayman Ad-Darani, "Surat Al-lnsan was recited to Abu Sulayman 
Ad-Darani, and when the reciter reached the Ayah where Allah says, 



(And their recompense shall be Paradise, and silken garments, because they were patient.) he 
(Abu Sulayman) said, ' Because they were patient in leaving off their desires in the world.'" 



(13. Reclining therein on raised couches, they will see there neither the excessive heat, nor the 
excessive cold.) (14. And the shade thereof is close upon them, and the bunches of fruit 
thereof will hang low within their reach.) (15. And among them will be passed round vessels of 
silver and cups of crystal --) (16. (Qawarir) Crystal -clear, made of silver. They will determine 
the measure thereof.) (17. And they will be given to drink there of a cup (of wine) mixed with 
Zanjabil (ginger),) (18. A spring there, called Salsabil.) (19. And round about them will (serve) 
boys of everlasting youth. If you see them, you would think them scattered pearls.) (20. And 
when you look there (in Paradise), you will see a delight (that cannot be imagined), and a great 
dominion.) (21. Their garments will be of fine green silk, and Istabraq. They will be adorned 
with bracelets of silver, and their Lord will give them a purifying drink.) (22. (And it will be 
said to them): "Verily, this is a reward for you, and your endeavor has been accepted.") 



The raised Couches and the lack of Heat and Cold 

Allah tells us about the people of Paradise and the eternal delights they will experience, as 
well as the comprehensive favors that they will be given. Allah says, 



(Reclining therein on raised couches.) This has already been discussed in Surat As-Saffat and 
the difference of opinion about the meaning of reclining. Is it lying down, reclining on the 
elbows, sitting down cross-legged, or being firmly seated We have also mentioned that the Al- 
Ara'ik are couches beneath curtained canopies. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(they will see there neither the excessive heat, nor the excessive bitter cold.) meaning, there 
will be no disturbing heat with them, nor any painful cold, rather there will only be one 
climate that will be always and eternal and they will not want it to be changed. 



The Shade and Fruit Clusters will be near 



(And the shade thereof is close upon them.) meaning, the branches will be close to them. 



(And the bunches of fruit thereof will hang low within their reach.) meaning, whenever he 
attemptsto get any fruit, it will come nearer to him and come down from its highest branch as 
if it hears and obeys. This is as Allah says in another Ayah, 



(And fruits of the two gardens will be near at hand.) (55:54) Allah also says, 



(The fruits in bunches whereof will be low and near at hand.) (69:23) Mujahid said, 



(And the bunches of fruit thereof will hang low within their reach.) "If he stands it will rise with 
him an equal amount, if he sits it will lower itself for him so that he can reach it and if he lies 
down it will lower itself for him more so that he can reach it. 3d this is Allah's statement, 



(will hang low within their reach). " Qatadah said, "No thorn or distance will repel their hands 
away from it (the fruit)." 



Vessels of Silver and Drinking Cups 

Allah says, 



(And among them will be passed round vessels of silver and cups of crystal) meaning, servants 
will go around them with containers of food made of silver and cups of drink. These are 
drinking vessel st hat do not have handles or spouts. Then Allah says, 



((Qawarir) Crystal -clear, made of silver.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others 
have all said, "It (Qawarir) is the whiteness of silver in the transparency of glass." Qawarir is 
only made of glass. So these cups are made of silver, but due to their fine thinness, what is 
inside of them will be visible from outside of them (as if they are glass). This is among the 
things of which there is nothing like in this world. Allah said, 



(They will determine the measure thereof.) meaning, according to the amount that will quench 
their thirst. It will not be more than that nor less than it, rather it will be prepared in an 
amount that is suitable for quenching the thirst of their drinkers. This is the meaning of the 
statement of Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, Qatadah, Ibn Abza, 'Abdullah 
bin ' Ubayd bin ' Umayr, Ash-Sha' bi and Ibn Zayd. This was stated by Ibn Jarir and others. This 
isthe most excellent provision, distinction and honor. 



The Ginger Drink and the Drink of Salsabil 

Allah says, 



(And they will be given to drink there of a cup mixed with Zanjabil (ginger),) meaning, they 
the righteous -- will also be given a drink from these cups. 



(a cup) meaning, a drink of wine. 



(mixed with Zanjabil (ginger),) So on one occasion they will be given a drink that is mixed with 
camphor, and it is cool. Then on another occasion they will be given a drink mixed with ginger, 
and it is hot. This is so that their affair will be balanced. However, those who are nearest to 
Allah, they will drink from all of it however they wish, as Qatadah and others have said. The 
statement of Allah has already preceded which says, 



(A spring wherefrom the servants of Allah will drink.) (76:6) And here Allah says, 



(A spring there, called Salsabil.) ' Ikrimah said, "It (Salsabil) is the name of a spring in 
Paradise." Mujahid said, "It is called this due to its continuous flowing and the severity of its 
current." 



The Boys and Servants 

Allah says, 



(And round about them will (serve) boys of everlasting youth. If you see them, you would think 
them scattered pearls.) meaning, young boys from the boys of Paradise will go around serving 
the people of Paradise. 



(everlasting youth.) meaning, in one state forever which they will be never changing from, they 
will not increase in age. Those who have described them as wearing earings in their ears have 



only interpreted the meaning in such a way because a child is befitting of this description and 
not an adult man. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(If you see them, you would think them scattered pearls.) meaning, when you see them 
dispersing to fulfill the needs of their masters, their great number, their beautiful faces, 
handsome colors, fine clothing and ornaments, you would think that they were scattered 
pearls. There is no better quality than this, nor is there anything nicer to look at than 
scattered pearls in a beautiful place. Allah says, 



(And when you look) meaning, 'when you see it, Muhammad. 



(there) meaning, there. This refers to Paradise and its beauty, its vast ness, its loftiness and the 
joy and happiness it contains. 



(You will see a delight, and a great dominion.) meaning, there will be a great kingdom that 
belongs to Allah and a dazzling, splendid dominion. It has been confirmed in the Sahih that 
Allah will say to the last of the people of the Fire to be taken out of it, and the last of the 
people to enter into Paradise, 

« » 

(verily, you will have similar to the world and ten worlds like it (in addition to it).") If this is 
what He will give to the least of those who will be in Paradise, then what do you think about 
the one who will have a higher status and will be favored even more by Allah , nor any painful 
cold, rather there will only be one climate that will be always and eternal and they will not 
want it to be changed. This refers to Paradise and its beauty, itsvastness, its loftiness and the 
joy and happiness it contains. 



(You will see a delight, and a great dominion.) meaning, there will be a great kingdom that 
belongs to Allah and a dazzling, splendid dominion. It has been confirmed in the Sahih that 
Allah will say to the last of the people of the Fire to be taken out of it, and the last of the 
people to enter into Paradise, 



« » 

(verily, you will have similar to the world and ten worlds like it (in addition to it).") If this is 
what He will give to the least of those who will be in Paradise, then what do you think about 
the one who will have a higher status and will be favored even more by Allah 



The Garments and Ornaments 

Allah says, 



(Their garments will be of fine green silk, and Istabraq.) meaning, among the garments of the 
people of Paradise is silk and Sundus, which is a high quality silk. These garments will be shirts 
and similar clothing from the undergarments. Concerning Istabraq (velvet), from it there isthat 
which has a glitter and shimmer to it, and it is that which is worn as outer clothes, just as is 
well-known in clothing. 



(They will be adorned with bracelets of silver,) This is a description of the righteous. In 
reference to those who will be near to Allah, then their description is as Allah says, 



(Wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls and their garments therein will 
be of silk.) (22:23) After Allah mentions the outward beaut if icat ion with silk and ornaments, He 
then says, 



(and their Lord will give them a purifying drink.) meaning, it will purify their insides of envy, 
despise, hatred, harm and the other reprehensible character traits. This is just as we have 
recorded from the Commander of the believers, 'AM bin Abi Talib, that he said, "When the 
people of Paradise come to the Gate of Paradise, they will find two springs there. Then it will 
be as if they were inspired with what to do, so they will drink from one of them and Allah will 
remove whatever harmfulness there may be within them. Then they will bathe in the other 
spring and a glow of delight will run all over them. Thus, Allah informs of their outward 
condition and their inner beauty." Allah then says, 



(Verily, this is a reward for you, and your endeavor has been accepted.) meaning, this will be 
said to them in honor of them and as a goodness towards them. This is as Allah says, 



(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent forth before you in days past!) (69:24) Allah 
also says, 



(And it will be cried out to them: "This is the Paradise which you have inherited for what you 
used to do.") (7:43) Then Allah says, 



(and your endeavor has been accepted) mean- ing, 'Allah the Exalted will reward you for a 
small amount (of deeds) with a large amount (of reward).' 



(23. Verily, it is We Who have sent down the Qur'an to you by stages.) (24. Therefore be 
patient with constancy to the command of your Lord, and obey neither a sinner nor a 
disbeliever among them.) (25. And remember the Name of your Lord every morning and 
afternoon.) (26. And during the night, prostrate yourself to Him, and glorify Him a long night 
through.) (27. Verily, these love the present life of this world, and put behind them a heavy 
Day.) (28. It is We Who created them, and We have made them of strong build. And when We 
will, We can replace them with others like them with a complete replacement.) (29. Verily, 
this is an admonition, so whosoever wills, let him take a path to his Lord.) (30. But you cannot 
will, unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (31. He will admit to His 
mercy whom He wills and as for the wrongdoers -- He has prepared a painful torment.) 



Mention of the Qur'an's Revelation and the Command to be Patient 

and remember Allah 

Allah reminds His Messenger of how He blessed him by revealing the Magnificent Qur'an to him. 



(Therefore be patient with constancy to the command of your Lord.,) meaning, 'just as you 
have been honored by what has been revealed to you, then be patient with His decree and 
decision and know that He will handle your affairs in a good manner.' 



(And obey neither a sinner (Athim) nor a disbeliever (Kafur) among them.) meaning, 'do not 
obey the disbelievers and the hypocrites if they wish to deter you from what has been revealed 
to you. Rather convey that which has been revealed to you from your Lord and put your trust in 
Allah, for verily, Allah will protect you from the people.' The Athim is the sinner in his deeds 
and the Kafur isthe disbeliever in his heart. 



(And remember the Name of your Lord every morning and afternoon.) meaning, at the 
beginning of the day and at its end. 



(And during the night, prostrate yourself to Him, and glorify Him a long night through.) This is 
similar to Allah's statement, 



(And in some parts of the night offer the Sal ah with it (the Qur'an), as an additional prayer 
(Tajhajjud) for you. It may be that you Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) (17:79) 
Similarly, Allah also says, 



(0 you wrapped! Stand all night, except a little. Half of it or a little less than that, or a little 
more. And recite the Qur'an Tart i I.) (73:1-4) 



The Censure of Love for the World and informing about the Day of 

the Final Return 

Allah reprimands the disbelievers and those similar to them who love the world and are 
devoted and dedicated to it, who put the abode of the Hereafter behind them in disregard. He 
says; 



(Verily, these love the present life of this world, and put behind them a heavy Day.) meaning, 
the Day of Judgement. Then Allah says, 



(It is We Who created them, and We have made them of strong build.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and 
others have said, "This meanstheir creation." 



(And when We will, We can replace them with others like them with a complete replacement.) 
meaning, 'when We wish, We will resurrect them on the Day of Judgement and change them, 
repeating their creation in a new form.' Here the beginning of their creation is a proof for the 
repetition of their creation. Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir both said, 



(And when We will, We can replace them with others like them with a complete replacement.) 
"This means, if We wish We can bring another group of people besides them (in their place)." 
This is like Allah's statement, 



(If He wills, He can take you away, people, and bring others. And Allah is capable over that.) 
(4:133) This is also like His statement, 



(If He wills, He can remove you and bring a new creation! And for Allah that is not hard or 
difficult.) (14:19-20) 



The Qur'an is a Reminder, and Guidance comes from the Help of 

Allah 



Allah then says, 



(Verily, this is an admonition,) meaning, this Surah is a reminder. 



(so whosoever wills, let him take a path to his Lord.) meaning, a path and a way. This means, 
whoever wishesto be guided by the Qur'an. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And what loss have they if they had believed in Allah and in the Last Day.) (4:39) Then Allah 
says, 



(But you cannot will, unless Allah wills.) meaning, no one is able to guide himself, enter into 
faith or bring about any benefit for himself, 



(Unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) meaning, He is Most 
Knowledgeable of who deserves to be guided. So, He makes guidance easy for him and He 
predestines for him that which will be a cause for it. However, whoever deserves misguidance, 
He averts guidance from him. Unto Him belongs the most excellent wisdom and the most 
irrefutable argument. Thus, He says, 



(Verily, Allah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.) Then He says, 



(He will admit to His mercy whom He wills and as for the wrongdoers -- He has prepared a 
painful torment.) meaning, He guides whomever He wishes and He leads astray whomever He 
wishes. Whoever He guides, there is no one who can lead him astray; and whoever He leads 
astray, there is no one who can guide him. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-lnsan. And 
all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mursalat 

(Chapter - 77) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Revelation of this Surat and its Recitation in the Maghrib Prayer 

-Bukhari recorded from ' Abdullah - that is Ibn Mas' ud -- that he said, "While we were with the 
Messenger of Allah in a cave at Mina, 



(By the Mursalat.) was revealed to him. He was reciting it and I was learning it from his mouth. 
Verily, his mouth was moist with it when a snake leaped out at us. The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Kill it!) 3d we quickly went after it, but it got away. Then the Prophet said, 

« » 

(It was saved from your harm just as you all were saved from its harm.)" Muslim also recorded 
this Hadith by way of Al-A'mash. Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn 'Abbas, who reported from 
his mother that she heard the Prophet reciting 



(By the Mursalat.) in the Maghrib prayer. In a report from Malik on the authority of Ibn ' Abbas, 
he narrated that Umm Al-Fadl (his mother) heard him (Ibn " Abbas) reciting 



(By the Mursalat ' Urfa.) (77:1) so she said, "0 my son! You reminded me with your recitation of 
this Surat . Verily, it is the last thing I heard from the Messenger of Allah . He recited it in the 
Maghrib prayer (i.e., before he died)." Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this report in the 
Two Sahihs by way of Malik. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the Mursalat 'Urfa.) (2. The'Asifat 'Asfa.) (3. And the Nashirat Nashra.) (4. The Fariqat 
that separate.) (5. The Mulqiyat that remind,) (6. Excusing or warning.) (7. Surely, what you 
are promised will occur.) (8. Then when the stars lose their lights.) (9. And when Furijat the 
heaven.) (10. And when the mountains are blown away.) (11. And when the Messengers are 
Uqqitat.) (12. For what Day are these signs postponed) (13. For the Day of Sorting Out (the men 
of Paradise from the men destined for Hell).) (14. And what will explain to you what is the Day 
of Sorting Out) (15. Woe that Day to the deniers (of the Day of Resurrection)!) 



Allah's swearing by Different Creatures about the Occurrence of the 

Hereafter 



Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, 



(By the Mursalat * Urfa.) "The angels." From Masruq, Abu Ad-Duha, Mujahid in one narrations 
from him, As-Suddi and Ar-Rabr bin Anas, statements similar to this have been reported. It has 
been reported from Abu Salih that he said, "These are the Messenger." In another narration 
from him (Abu Salih) he said that it means the angels. Abu Salih has also said the meaning of 
AI-'Asifat, An-Nashirat, Al-Fariqat and Al-Mulqiyat, that they all refer to the angels. Ath-Thawri 
narrated from Salamah bin Kuhayl, who reported from Muslim Al-Batin, who reported from Abu 
AI-' Ubaydayn that he asked Ibn Mas' ud about the meaning of Al-Mursalat 'Urfa, and he (Ibn 
Mas' ud) said, "The wind." He said the same about AI-' Asifat ' Asfa and An-Nashirat Nashra, that 
they all refer to the wind. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah all said the same. Ibn Jarir 
confidently affirmed that AI-'Asifat 'Asfa means the wind just as Ibn Mas' ud and those who 
followed him said. However, he (Ibn Jarir) did not affirm whether An-Nashirat Nashra are the 
angels or the wind as has preceded. It has been reported from Abu Salih that An-Nashirat 
Nashra isthe rain. The most obvious meaning is as Allah says, 



(And we send the winds fertilizing.) (15:22) He also says, 



(And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy (rain).) 
(7:57) Similarly, AI-'Asifat are winds. It is said (in Arabic) that the winds 'Asifat when they 
make noise with their blowing. Likewise, An-Nashirat are the winds that scatter into clouds in 
the horizons of the sky according to the will of the Lord. Allah then says, 



(The Fariqat that separate, the Mulqiyat that remind, excusing or warning.) meaning, the 
angels. This was said by Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Masruq, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar-Rabr bin Anas, 
As-Suddi and Ath-Thawri. There is no difference of opinion here, because they (the angels) are 
the ones who descend with Allah's command to the Messengers, separating between the truth 
and falsehood, guidance and misguidance, and the lawful and the forbidden. They bring the 
revelation to the Messengers, which contains exemption or absolvement for the creatures and a 
warning for them of Allah's torment if they oppose His command. Allah said, 



(Surely, what you are promised will occur.) This isthe subject of these oaths. This means, what 
you all have been promised concerning the establishment of the Hour (Judgement Day), the 
blowing of the horn, the resurrection of the bodies, the gathering of those of old and those of 
latter times on one common ground and the rewarding of every doer of a deed based upon his 
deed. If he did good, then his reward will be good, and if he did evil, then his reward will be 
evil. All of this will occur, meaning it will come to pass and there is no avoiding it. 



A Mention of some of what will occur on the Day of Judgement 

Then Allah says, 



(Then when the stars lose their lights.) meaning, their light will leave. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And when the star fall.) (81:2) It is also similar to His statement, 



(And when the stars have fallen and scattered.) (82:2) Then Allah says, 



(And when Furijat the heaven.) meaning, it is cleft asunder, becomes split, its sides fall and its 
edges become weak. 



(And when the mountains are blown away.) meaning, they will be removed and no sight or 
trace of them will remain. This is as Allah says, 



(And they ask you concerning the mountains: Say, "My Lord will blast them and scatter them as 
particles of dust.") (20:105) Allah also says, 

ft 



(And (remember) the Day We shall cause the mountains to pass away (like clouds of dust), and 
you will see the earth as a leveled plain, and we shall gather them all together so as to leave 
not one of them behind.) (18:47) Then He says, 



(And when the Messengers are Uqqitat.) AI-'Awfi narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that he said that 
Uqqitat means "Gathered." Ibn Zayd said, "This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together.) Mujahid said, 



(Uqqitat.) "This means postponed." Ath-Thawri narrated from Mansur, who narrated from 
Ibrahim that he said concerning the word, 



(Uqqitat.) "This means promised." It seems as though he holds this to be similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord: and the Book will be produced; and the 
Prophets and the witnesses will be brought forward; and it will be judged between them with 
truth, and they will not be wronged.) (39:69) Then Allah says, 



(For what Day are these signs postponed For the Day of Sorting Out. And what will explain to 
you what is the Day of Sorting Out Woe that Day to the deniers!) Allah is saying, ' for which day 
are the Messengers postponed and their matter expected, so that the Hour will be established' 
This is as Allah says, 



(So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers. Certainly, Allah is 
Almighty, All-Able of Retribution. On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth 
and so will be the heavens, and they will appear before Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) 
(14:47, 48) This is the Day of Sorting Out, as Allah says, 



(the Day of Sorting Out.) Then Allah says, in magnifying its matter, 



(And what will explain to you what is the Day of Sorting Out Woe that Day to the deniers.) 
meaning, woe unto them from Allah's torment that is coming in the future. 



(16. Did We not destroy the ancients) (17. So shall We make later generations to follow them.) 
(18. Thus do We deal with the criminals.) (19. Woe that Day to the deniers!) (20. Did We not 
create you from a despised water) (21. Then We placed it in a place of safety,) (22. For a 
known period) (23. So We did measure; and We are the best to measure.) (24. Woe that Day to 
the deniers!) (25. Have We not made the earth Kifat (a receptacle)) (26. For the living and the 
dead) (27. And have placed therein fixed towers, and have given you Furat water) (28. Woe 
that Day to the deniers!) 



The Call to contemplate the various Manifestations of Allah's Power 

Allah says, 



(Did We not destroy the ancients) meaning, those who rejected the Messengers and opposed 
what they came to them with. 



(So shall We make later generations to follow them.) meaning, from those who are similar to 
them. Thus, Allah says, 



(Thus do We deal with the criminals. Woe that Day to the deniers!) Ibn Jarir said this. Then 
Allah reminding His creatures of His favor, and using the beginning of creation to support the 
idea of repeating it, He says: 



(Did We not create you from a despised water) meaning, weak and despised in comparison to 
the power of the Creator. This is similar to what has been reported in the Hadith of Busr bin 
Jahhash (that Allah says), 



» 



« 



("(0) Sfon of Adam ! How can you think that I am unable, and yet I created you from something 
like this (i.e., semen)") 



(Then We placed it in a place of safety,) meaning, 'We gathered him in the womb, where the 
fluid of the man and the woman settles. The womb has been prepared for this, as a protector 
of the fluid deposited in it. Allah said: 



(For a known period) meaning, for a fixed period of time, which is from six months to nine 
months. Thus, Allah says, 



(So We did measure; and We are the best to measure. Woe that Day to the deniers!) Then Allah 
says, 



(Have We not made the earth Kifat for the living and the dead) Ibn * Abbas said, "Kifat means a 
place of shelter." Mujahid said, "It holds the dead so that nothing is seen of it." Ash-Sha' bi said, 
"Its interior is for your dead and its surface is for your living." Mujahid and Qatadah also said 
this. 



(And have placed therein fixed towers,) meaning, the mountains. The earth is held in place 
with them so that it does not shake and sway. 



(and have given you Furat water) meaning, cold and delicious water from the clouds or from 
what He causes to gush forth from the springs of the earth. 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) meaning, woe to whoever reflects upon these created things 
which demonstrate the greatness of their Creator, then after that continues to reject Him and 
disbelieve in Him. 



(29. (It will be said to the disbelievers): "Depart you to that which you used to deny!") (30. 
"Depart you to a shadow in three columns,") (31. "Neither shady nor of any use against the 
fierce flame of the Fire.") (32. Verily, it (Hell) throws sparks (huge) as Al-Qasr,) (33. As if they 
were Sufr camels.) (34. Woe that Day to the deniers (of the Day of Resurrection)!) (35. That 
will be a Day when they shall not speak (during some part of it),) (36. And they will not be 
permitted to put forth any excuse.) (37. Woe that Day to the deniers (of the Day of 
Resurrection)!) (38. That will be a Day of Decision! We have brought you and the men of old 
together!) (39. 3d, if you have a plot, use it against Me (Allah)!) (40. Woe that Day to the 
deniers (of the Day of Resurrection)!) 



The driving of the Criminals to their Final Abode in Hell and how it 

will be done 

Allah informs about the disbelievers who deny the final abode, the recompense, Paradise, and 
the Hellfire. On the Day of Judgement it will be said to them: 



(Depart you to that which you used to deny! Depart you to a shadow in three columns,) 
meaning, a flame of fire when it rises and ascends with smoke. So due to its severity and 
strength, it will have three columns. 



(Neither shady nor of any use against the fierce flame of the Fire.) meaning, shade of the 
smoke that comes from the flame -- which itself will not have a shade, nor will it benefit 
against the flame. This means it will not protect them from the heat of the flame. Allah said, 



(Verily, it throws sparks as Al-Qasr,) meaning, its sparks will shoot out from its flame like huge 
castles. Ibn Mas' ud said, "Like forts." Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Malik who reported 
from Zayd bin Aslam and others said, "This meansthe trunk of trees." 



(As if they were Sufr camels.) means, black camels. This is the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, and Ad-Dahhak, and Ibn Jarir favored this view. Ibn 'Abbas Mujahid, and Sa' id bin 
Jubayr said about, 



(Sufr camels.) "Meaning ropes of ships." 



(Verily, it (Hell) throws sparks as Al-Qasr.) Imam Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that he 
said: "We were directed to the timber a length of three cubits or more in order to use it for 
construction of buildings. We used to call it Al-Qasr. 



(As if they were Sufr camels.) These (Jimalat) are ropes of ships that are bundled until they 
resemble the intestines of men." 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) 



The Inability of the Criminals to speak, make Excuses, or step 
forward on the Day of Judgement 

Then Allah says, 



(That will be a Day when they shall not speak,) meaning, they will not speak. 



(And they will not be permitted to put forth any excuse.) meaning, they will not be able to 
speak, nor will they be granted permission to speak so that they can make excuses. Rather, the 
proof will be established against them, and they will be called upon to speak about the wrong 
that they did, but they will not be able to say anything. The courts of the Day of Judgement 
will occur in stages. Sometimes the Lord informs of this stage and sometimes He informs of 
that stage. This is to show the terrors and calamities of that Day. Thus, after all the details of 
this discussion, He says: 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) Then Allah says, 



(That will be a Day of Decision! We have brought you and the men of old together! So if you 
have a plot, use it against Me!) This is an address from the Creator to His servants. He says to 
them, 



(That will be a Day of Decision! We have brought you and the men of old together!) meaning, 
He will gather all of them by His power on one common plane, He will make them hear the 
caller and He will cause them to see. Then He says, 



(So, if you have a plot, use it against Me!) This is a serious threat and a harsh warning. It 
means, * if you are able to save yourselves from being seized by Me, and rescue yourselves from 
My ruling, then do so. But you are certainly not able to do so.' This is as Allah says, 



(0 assembly of Jinn and men! If you have power to pass beyond the zones of the heavens and 
the earth, then pass beyond (them)! But you will never be able to pass them, except with 
authority (from Allah)!) (55:33) Allah also says, 



(And you will not harm Him in the least.) (1 1 :57) It is narrated in a Hadith (that Allah said), 



» 



« 



("0 My servants! You all can never attain My benefit and thereby benefit Me, and you all can 
never attain My harm and thereby harm Me.") 



(41. Verily, those who had Taqwa, shall be amidst shades and springs.) (42. And fruits, such as 
they desire.) (43. "Eat and drink comfortably for that which you used to do.") (44. Verily, thus 
We reward the Muhsinin.) (45. Woe that Day to the deniers!) (46. Eat and enjoy yourselves for 
a little while. Verily, you are criminals.) (47. Woe that Day to the deniers!) (48. And when it is 
said to them: "Bow down yourself!" They bow not down.) (49. Woe that Day to the deniers!) 
(50. Then in what statement after this will they believe) r camels.) These (Jimalat) are ropes 
of shipsthat are bundled until they resemble the intestines of men." 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) esuA ? Verily, those who had Taqwa, shall be amidst shades and 
springs.) (42. And fruits, such as they desire.) (43. "Eat and drink comfortably for that which 
you used to do.") (44. Verily, thus We reward the Muhsinin.) (45. Woe that Day to the deniers!) 
(46. Eat and enjoy yourselves for a little while. Verily, you are criminals.) (47. Woe that Day to 
the deniers!) (48. And when it is said to them: "Bow down yourself!" They bow not down.) (49. 
Woe that Day to the deniers!) (50. Then in what statement after this will they believe) 



The Final Abode for Those Who have Taqwa 

Allah informs that His servants who have Taqwa and worship Him by performing the obligations 
and abandoning the forbidden things, will be in gardens and springs on the Day of Judgement. 
This meansthey will be in the opposite condition of the wretched people, who will be in shades 
of Al-Yahmum, which ispurtrid, black smoke. Allah says, 



(And fruits, such as they desire.) meaning, and from other types of fruits, they will have 
whatever they request. 



(Eat and drink comfortably for that which you used to do.) meaning, this will be said to them 
out of kindness for them. Reestablishing what He has previously mentioned, Allah says; 



(Verily, thus We reward the Muhsinin.) meaning, 'this is Our reward for whoever does good 
deeds.' 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) 



A Threat for Whoever denies the Day of Judgement 

Allah says, 



(Eat and enjoy yourselves for a little while. Verily, you are criminals.) This is an address to the 
deniers of the Day of Judgement. It is commanding them with a command of threat and 
intimidation. Allah says, s 



(Eat and enjoy yourselves for a little while.) meaning, for a period of time that is short, small 
and brief. 



(Verily, you are criminals.) meaning, then you all will be driven to the fire of Hell which has 
already been mentioned. 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to a great torment.) 
(31:24) Allah also says, 



(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successsful. (A brief) enjoyment in 
this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve.) (10:69,70) Then Allah says, 



(And when it is said to them: "Bow down yourself!" They bow not down.) meaning, when these 
ignorant disbelievers are ordered to pray with the congregation (of believers), they refuse and 
turn away from it arrogantly. Thus, Allah says, 



(Woe that Day to the deniers!) Then Allah says, 



(Then in what statement after this will they believe) meaning, if they do not believe in this 
Qur'an, then what talk will they believe in This is as Allah says, 



(Then in which speech after Allah and His Ayat will they believe) (45: 6) This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surat Al-Mursalat, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. He is the Giver of 
success and security. 

The Tafsir of Surat An-Naba 

(Chapter - 78) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 



(1. What are they asking about) (2. About the great news,) (3. About which they are in 
disagreement.) (4. Nay, they will come to know!) (5. Nay, again, they will come to know!) (6. 
Have We not made the earth as a bed,) (7. And the mountains as pegs) (8. And We have 
created you in pairs.) (9. And We have made your sleep as a thing for rest.) (10. And We have 
made the night as a covering,) (11. And We have made the day for livelihood.) (12. And We 
have built above you seven strong,) (13. And We have made (therein) a shining lamp.) (14. And 
We have sent down from the Mu' sirat water Thajjaj.) (15. That We may produce therewith 
grains and vegetations,) (16. And gardens that are Alfaf.) 



Refutation against the Idolators' Denial of the Occurrence of the 

Day of Judgement 

In rejection of the idolators' questioning about the Day of Judgement, due to their denial of its 
occurrence, Allah says, 



(What are they asking about About the great news,) meaning, what are they asking about They 
are asking about the matter of the Day of Judgement, and it is the great news. Meaning the 
dreadful, horrifying, overwhelming information. 



(About which they are in disagreement.) meaning, the people are divided into two ideas about 
it. There are those who believe in it and those who disbelieve in it. Then Allah threatens those 
who deny the Day of Judgement by saying, 



(Nay, they will come to know! Nay, again, they will come to know!) This is a severe threat and 
a direct warning. 



Mentioning Allah's Power, and the Proof of His Ability to resurrect 

the Dead 

Then, Allah beginsto explain His great ability to create strange things and amazing matters. He 
brings this as a proof of His ability to do whatever He wishes concerning the matter of the 
Hereafter and other matters as well. He says, 



(Have We not made the earth as a bed,) meaning, an established, firm and peaceful resting 
place that is subservient to them. 



(And the mountains as pegs) meaning, He made them as pegs for the earth to hold it in place, 
make it stable and firm. This is so that it may be suitable for dwelling and not quake with those 
who are in it. Then Allah says, 



(And We have created you in pairs.) meaning, male and female, both of them enjoying each 
other, and by this means procreation is achieved. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And among His signs is this that He created for you wives from among yourselves, that you may 
find repose in them, and He has put between you affection and mercy.) (30:21) 



(And We have made your sleep as a thing for rest.) meaning, a cessation of movement in order 
to attain rest from the frequent repetition and going about in search of livelihood during the 
day. A similar Ayah has been mentioned previously in Surat Al-Furqan. 



(And We have made the night as a covering,) meaning, its shade and darkness covers the 
people. This is as Allah says, 



(By the night as it conceals it.) (91:4) Qatadah commented; 



(And We have made the night as a covering,) meaning, a tranquil residence. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And We have made the day for livelihood.) meaning, 'We made it radiant, luminous, and 
shining so that the people would be able to move about in it.' By it they are able to come and 
go for their livelihood, earning, business dealings and other than that as well. In reference to 
Allah's statement, 



(And We have built above you seven strong,) meaning, the seven heavens in their vastness, 
loftiness, perfection, precision, and adornment with both stable and moving stars. Thus, Allah 
says, 



(And We have made (therein) a shining lamp.) meaning, the radiant sun that gives light to all of 
the world. Its light glows for all of the people of the earth. Allah then says, 



(And We have sent down from the IVLf sirat water Thajjaj.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn ' Abbas that he said, "From the IVLf sirat means from the clouds." This was also stated by 
x Ikrimah, Abu Al-' Aliyah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ath-Thawri, and it is 
preferred by Ibn Jarir. Al-Farra' said, "They are the clouds that are filled with rain, but they do 
not bring rain. This is like the woman being called Ivtf sir when (the time of) her menstrual 
cycle approaches, yet she does not menstruate." This is as Allah says, 



(Allah is He Who sends the winds, so that they raise clouds, and spread them along the sky as 
He wills, and then break them into fragments, until you see rain drops come forth from their 
midst!) (30:48) meaning, from its midst. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(water Thajjaj) Mujahid, Qatadah, and Ar-Rabr bin Anas all said, "Thajjaj means poured out." 
At-Thawri said, "Continuous." Ibn Zayd said, "Abundant." In the Hadith of the woman with 
prolonged menstrual bleeding, when the Messenger of Allah said to her, 



« » 



(I suggest you to make an absorbent cloth for yourself.)" Meaning, 'dress the area with cotton.' 
The woman replied, "0 Messenger of Allah! It (the bleeding) is too much for that. Verily, it 
flows in profusely (Thajja)." This contains an evidence for using the word Thajj to mean 
abundant, continuous and flowing. And Allah knows best. Allah said, 



(That We may produce therewith corn and vegetation, and gardens that are Alfaf.) meaning, 
'so that We may bring out great abundance, goodness, benefit, and blessing through this 
water.' 



(grains) This refers to that which is preserved for (the usage) of humans and cattle. 



(and vegetations) meaning, vegetables that are eaten fresh. 



(And gardens) meaning, gardens of various fruits, differing colors, and a wide variety of tastes 
and fragrances, even if it is ingathered at one location of the earth. This is why Allah says 



(And gardens that are Alfaf.) Ibn ' Abbas and other said, "Alfaf means gathered." This is similar 
to Allah's statement, 



(And in the earth are neighboring tracts, and gardens of vines, and green crops, and date 
palms, growing into two or three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the same 
water; yet some of them We make more excellent than others to eat. Verily, in these things 
there are Ayat for the people who understand.) (13:4) 



(17. Verily, the Day of Decision is a fixed time,) (18. The Day when the Trumpet will be blown, 
and you shall come forth in crowds.) (19. And the heaven shall be opened, and it will become 
as gates.) (20. And the mountains shall be moved away from their places and they will be as if 
they were a mirage.) (21. Truly, Hell is a place of ambush) (22. A dwelling place for the 
Taghun,) (23. They will abide therein Ahqab.) (24. Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor 
any drink.) (25. Except Hamim, and Ghassaq) (26. An exact recompense (according to their evil 
crimes).) (27. For verily, they used not to look for a reckoning.) (28. But they denied Our Ayat 
Kidhdhaba.) (29. And all things We have recorded in a Book.) (30. So taste you. No increase 
shall We give you, except in torment.) 



Explaining the Day of Decision and what occurs during it 



Allah says about the Day of Decision -- and it is the Day of Judgement -- that it is at a fixed 
time, with a set appointment. Its time cannot be added to or decreased. No one knows its 
exact time except Allah. This is as Allah says, 



(And We delay it only for a term fixed.) (11:104) 



(The Day when the Trumpet will be blown, and you shall come forth in crowds.) Mujahid said, 
"Groups after groups." Ibn Jarir said, "This means that each nation will come with its 
Messenger. It is similar to Allah's statement, 



(The Day when We shall call together all human beings with their Imam.) (17:71)" Al-Bukhari 
reported concerning the explanation of Allah's statement, 



(The Day when the Trumpet will be blown, and you shall come forth in crowds.) Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(That which is between the two blowings is forty.) Someone asked, "Is it forty days, Abu 
Hurayrah" But he (Abu Hurayrah) refused to reply, saying "no comment." They then asked, "Is it 
forty months" But he (Abu Hurayrah) refused to reply, saying "no comment." They asked again, 
"Is it forty years" But he (Abu Hurayrah) refused to reply, saying "no comment." (Abu Hurayrah 
added:) "Then the Prophet went on to say, 



» 



« 



(Then Allah will send down a rain from the sky and the dead body will sprout just as a green 
plant sprouts. Every part of the last person will deteriorate except for one bone, and it is the 
coccyx bone (tailbone). From it the creation will be assembled on the Day of Judgement.)" 



(And the heaven shall be opened, and it will become as gates.) meaning, paths, and routes for 
the descending of the angels. 



(And the mountains shall be moved away from their places and they will be as if they were a 
mirage.) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but they shall pass away as the passing 
away of the clouds.) (27:88) He also says, 



(And the mountain will be like carded wool.) (101 :5) And Allah says here, 



(As if they were a mirage.) meaning, they appear to the one who looks at them as if they are 
something, but they are actually nothing. After this they will be completely removed. Nothing 
will be seen of them, and there will be neither base nor trace of them. This is as Allah says, 



(And they ask you concerning the mountains, say: "My Lord will blast them and scatter them as 
particles of dust. Then He shall leave them as a level smooth plain. You will see therein 
nothing crooked or curved.") (20:105-107) And He says, 



ft 



(And the Day We shall cause the mountains to pass away, and you will see the earth as a 
leveled plain.) (18:47) Allah then says, 



(Truly, Hell is a place of ambush) meaning, it is waiting in preparation. 



(for the Taghun) These are the disobedient rejectors who oppose the Messengers. 



(A dwelling place) meaning, a place of return, final destination, final outcome, and residence. 
Allah said, 



(They will abide therein Ahqab.) meaning, they will remain in it for Ahqab, which is the plural 
of Huqb. Huqb means a period of time. Khal id bin Ma' dan said, "This Ayah, and the Ayah, 



except your Lord wills. )11:107( both refer to the people of Tawh Od. Ibn JarOr recorded this 
statement. Ibn JarOr also recorded from SaOlim that he heard Al-H asan being asked about 
AllaOh s statement, 



(They will abide therein Ahqab) "In reference to Ahqab, it has no specific amount of time other 
than its general meaning of eternity in the Hellfire. However, they have mentioned that the 
Huqb is seventy years, and every day of it is like one thousand years according to your 
reckoning (in this life)." Sa' id reported from Qatadah that he said, "Allah says, 



(They will abide therein Ahqab.) (78:23) And it is that which has no end to it. Whenever one 
era comes to an end, a new era follows it. It has been mentioned to us that the Huqb is eighty 
years." Ar-Rabr bin Anas said, 



(They will abide therein Ahqab) "No one knows how much time this Ahqab is, except for Allah, 
the Mighty and Sublime. It has been mentioned to us that one Huqb is eighty years, and the 
year is three hundred and sixty days, and each day is equivalent to one thousand years 
according to your reckoning (in this life)." Ibn Jarir has recorded both of these statements. 
Allah's statement: 



(Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor any drink.) meaning, they will not find any coolness 
in Hell for their hearts, nor any good drink for them to partake of. Thus, Allah says, 



(Except Hamim, and Ghassaq) Abu AI-' Aliyah said, "The Hamim has been made an exception to 
the coolness, and Ghassaq is the exception to the drink." This has also been said by Ar-RabP 
bin Anas. In reference to the Hamim, it is the heat that has reached its maximum temperature 
and point of boiling. The Ghassaq is gathered from the pus, sweat, tears, and wounds of the 
people of Hellfire. It is unbearably cold with an intolerable stench. May Allah save us from that 
by His beneficence and grace. Then He continues, 



(An exact recompense.) meaning, that which will happen to them of this punishment is in 
accordance with their wicked deeds, which they were doing in this life. Mujahid, Qatadah, and 
others have said this. Then Allah said, 



(For verily, they used not to look for a reckoning.) (78:27) meaning, they did not believe that 
there would be an abode in which they would be taken to account. 



(But they denied Our Ayat Kidhdhaba.) meaning, they used to deny the evidences of Allah and 
His proofs for His creation, which He revealed to His Messengers. So they met these proofs with 
rejection and obsti nance. His statement, 



(Kidhdhaba) it means rejection, and it is considered a verbal noun that does not come from a 
verb. Allah said; 



(And all things We have recorded in a Book.) meaning, " surely We know the deeds of all of the 
creatures, and We have written these deeds for them. We will reward them based upon this.' If 
their deeds were good then their reward will be good, and if their deeds were evil their reward 
will be evil. Allah then says, 



(So taste you. No increase shall We give you, except in torment.) This meansthat it will be said 
to the people of the Hellfire, "Taste that which you were in. We will never increase you in 
anything except torment according to its type (of sin), and something else similar to it." 
Qatadah reported from Abu Ayyub Al-Azdi, who reported from * Abdullah bin x Amr that he said, 
"Allah did not reveal any Ayah against the people of the Hellfire worse than this Ayah, 



(So taste you. No increase shall We give you, except in torment.)" Then he said, "They will 
continue increasing in torment forever." 



(31. Verily, for those who have Taqwa, there will be a success;) (32. Hada'iq and vineyards,) 
(33. And Kawa' ib Atrab,) (34. And a cup Dihaq.) (35. No Laghw shall they hear therein, nor 
lying;) (36. Rewarded from your Lord with a sufficient gift.) 



The Great Success will be for Those Who have Taqwa 

Allah informs about the happy people and what He has prepared for them of esteem, and 
eternal pleasure. Allah says, 



(Verily, for those who have Taqwa, there will be a success;) Ibn 'Abbas and Ad-Dahhak both 
said, "A place of enjoyable recreation." Mujahid and Qatadah both said, "They are successful 
and thus, they are saved from the Hellfire." The most obvious meaning here is the statement of 
Ibn 'Abbas, because Allah says after this, 



(Hada'iq) And Hada'iq are gardens of palm trees and other things. 



(And vineyards, and Kawa' ib Atrab,) meaning, wide-eyed maidens with fully developed 
breasts. Ibn ' Abbas, Mujahid and others have said, 



(Kawa' ib) "This means round breasts. They meant by this that the breasts of these girls will be 
fully rounded and not sagging, because they will be virgins, equal in age. This means that they 
will only have one age." The explanation of this has already been mentioned in Surat Al- 
WaqT ah. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And a cup Dihaq.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Continuously filled." ' Ikrimah said, "Pure." Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan, Qatadah, and Ibn Zayd all said, 



(Dihaq) "This means completely filled." Then Allah says, 



(No Laghw shall they hear therein, nor lying;) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Free from any Laghw, and free from sin.) (52:23) meaning, there will not be any vain, 
worthless speech therein, nor any sinful lying. Rather, it will be the abode of peace, and 
everything that is in it will be free of any shortcomings. Allah then says, 



(Rewarded from your Lord with a sufficient gift.) meaning, 'this that We have mentioned to 
you is what Allah will reward them with, and they will be given it by His favor and from Him. It 
will be a kindness, mercy, gift, and recompense from Him. It will be sufficient, suitable, 
comprehensive and abundant.' The Arabs say, "He gave me and he sufficed me." This means 
that he sufficiently provided for me." From this comes the saying, "Allah is sufficient for me." 



(37. The Lord of the heavens and the earth, and whatsoever is in between them, the Most 
Gracious, with Whom th- ey cannot dare to speak.) (38. The Day that Ar-Ruh and the angels 
will stand forth in rows, they will not speak except him whom Ar-Rahman allows, and he will 
speak what is right.) (39. That is the True Day. 3d, whosoever wills, let him seek a place with 
His Lord!) (40. Verily, We have warned you of a near torment -- the Day when man will see that 
which his hands have sent forth, and the disbeliever will say: "Woe to me! Would that I were 
dust!") 



No one will dare to speak before Allah -- not even the Angels - 
without first receiving Permission 

Allah informs of His magnificence and His majesty, and that He is the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever is in them and between them. He explains that He is the Most 
Gracious, Whose mercy covers all things. Then He says, 



(With Whom they cannot dare to speak.) meaning, no one is able to begin addressing Him 
except by His permission. This is as Allah says, 



(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) (2:255) It is also similar to 
His statement, 



(On the Day when it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave.) (1 1:105) 



(The Day that Ar-Ruh and the angels will stand forth in rows, they will not speak) (78:38) The 
word Ruh here is referring to the angel Jibril. This has been said by Ash-Sha'bi, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak. This is as Allah says, 



(Which the trustworthy Ruh has brought down. Upon your heart that you may be of the 
warners.) (26:193-194) Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "The Ruh is the noblest of the angels, the 
closest of them to the Lord, and the one who delivers the revelation." Allah said; 



(except him whom Ar-Rahman allows,) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(On the Day when it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave.) (11:105) This is similar 
to what has been confirmed in the Sahih, that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(And none will speak on that Day except the Messengers.)" Allah said, 



(and he will speak what is right.) meaning, the truth. And from the truth is the fact that there 
is no god worthy of worship except Allah. This is as Abu Salih and ' Ikrimah both said. In 
reference to Allah's statement, 



(That is the True Day.) meaning, it will come to pass and there is no avoiding it. 



(So, whosoever wills, let him seek a place with His Lord!) meaning, a place of return, a path 
that leads to Him, and away that he may pass by to get to Him. 



The Day of Judgement is Near 

Allah said, 



(Verily, We have warned you of a near torment) meaning, the Day of Judgement. It is 
mentioned here to emphasize the fact that its occurrence has become close, because 
everything that iscoming will certainly come to pass. 



(the Day when man will see that which his hands have sent forth,) meaning, all of his deeds 
will be presented to him -- the good and bad, and the old and new. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(And they will find all that they did, placed before them.) (18:49) t It is also similar to His 
statement, 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind.) (75:13) 
Then Allah says, 



(and the disbeliever will say: "Woe to me! Would that I were dust!") meaning, the disbeliever 
on that Day will wish that he had only been dust in the worldly life. 

He will wish that he had not been created and that he had never come into existence. This will 
be when he sees the torment of Allah and he looks at his wicked deeds that will be written 
down against him by the noble righteous scribes among angels. It has been said that he will 
only wish for that when Allah passes j udgement between all of the animals that were in the 
worldly life. He will rectify matters between them with His just wisdom that does not wrong 
anyone. Even the hornless sheep will be allowed to avenge itself against the sheep with horns. 

Then, when the judgement between them is finished, He (Allah) will say to them (the animals), 
"Be dust." So they will all become dust. Upon witnessing thisthe disbeliever will say, 



(Would that I were dust!) meaning, ' I wish I was an animal so that I would be returned to dust.' 
Something of similar meaning to this has been reported in the well-known Hadith about the 
Sur. There are also narrations recorded from Abu Hurayrah, 'Abdullah bin ' Amr, and others 
concerning this. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Naba'. And all praise and thanks are 
due to Allah. He isthe Giver of success and protection from error. 

The Tafsir of Surat An-NazT at 

(Chapter - 79) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By those who pull out, drowning.) (2. By those who free briskly.) (3. And by the swimmers, 
swimming.) (4. And by the racers, racing.) (5. And by those who arrange affairs.) (6. On the 
Day the Rajifah shakes,) (7. Followed by the Radifah.) (8. Hearts that Day will tremble.) (9. 
Their vision humiliated.) (10. They say: "Shall we indeed be brought back from Al-Hafirah") (11. 
"Even after we are bones Nakhirah") (12. They say: "It would in that case, be a return with 
loss!") (13. But it will be only a single Zaj rah.) (14. When behold, they are at As-Sahirah.) 

Swearing by Five Characteristics that the Day of Judgement will 

occur 



Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 'Abbas, Masruq, Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, Abu Ad-Duha and As-Suddi all 
said, 



(By those who pull out, drowning.) "These are the angels who remove the souls from the 
Children of Adam." Among them are those whose souls are removed by the angels with 
difficulty, as if he is being drowned during its removal. There are those people whose souls the 
angels remove with ease, as if they were unraveling him (i.e., his soul from him) due to their 
briskness. This isthe meaning of Allah's statement, 



(By those who free briskly.) This has been mentioned by Ibn 'Abbas. In reference to Allah's 
statement, 



(And by the swimmers, swimming.) Ibn Mas' ud said, "They are the angels." Smilar statements 
have been reported from 'Ali, Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, and Abu Salih. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(And by the racers, racing.) It has been narrated from 'AM, Masruq, Mujahid, Abu Salih, and Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri that this means the angels. Then Allah says, 



(And by those who arrange affairs.) 'Ali, Mujahid, 'Ata', Abu Salih, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar- 
Rabi' bin Anas, and As-Suddi all said, "They are the angels." Al-Hasan added, "They control the 
affairs from the heaven to the earth, meaning by the command of their Lord, the Mighty and 
Majestic." 



The Description of the Day of Judgement, the People, and what 

They will say 

Then Allah says, 



(On the Day the Rajifah shakes, followed by the Radifah.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "These are the two 
blasts (of the Trumpet) - the first and the second." Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak 



and others have made similar statements. It has been reported from Mujahid that he said, "In 
reference to the first, it isthe statement of Allah, 



(On the Day the Raj if ah shakes,) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(On the Day the earth and the mountains shake.) (73:14) The second is Ar-Radifah, and it is like 
the Allah's statement, 



(And the earth and mountains shall be removed from their places, and crushed with a single 
crushing.) (69:14)" Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Hearts that Day will tremble.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means afraid." Mujahid and Qatadah also 
said this. 



(Their vision humiliated.) meaning, the eyes of the people. It means that the eyes will be lowly 
and disgraced from what they will witness of terrors. Allah then says, 



(They say: "Shall we indeed be brought back from Al-Hafirah") meaning, the idolators of the 
Quraysh and whoever rejects the Hereafter as they did. They consider the occurrence of the 
resurrection after being placed in Al-Hafirah -- which are the graves -- as something 
farfetched. This has been said by Mujahid. They feel that this is something impossible after the 
destruction of their physical bodies and the disintegration of their bones and their decaying. 
Thus, Allah says, 



(Even after we are bones Nakhirah) It has also been recited: ( ) (Nakhirah) Ibn 'Abbas, 
Mujahid and Qatadah, all said, "This means decayed." Ibn 'Abbas said, "It isthe bone when it 
has decayed and air enters into it." Concerning their saying, 



(It would in that case be a return with loss.) (79:12) Muhammad bin Ka' b said that the Quraysh 
said, "If Allah brings us back to life after we die, then surely we will be losers." Allah then says, 



(But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, they are at As-Sahirah.) meaning, this is a 
matter that is from Allah that will not occur twice, nor will there be any opportunity to affirm 
it or verify it. The people will be standing and looking. This will be when Allah commands the 
angel Israfil to blow into the Sur, which will be the blowing of the resurrection. At that time 
the first people and the last people will all be standing before their Lord looking. This is as 
Allah says, 



(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with His praise and obedience, and you 
will think that you have stayed but a little while!) (17:52) Allah has also said, 



(And our commandment is but one asthe twinkling of an eye.) (54:50) Allah also says, 



(And the matter of the Hour is not but as a twinkling of the eye, or even nearer.) (16:77) Allah 
then says, 



(When behold, they are at As-Sahirah.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "As-Sahirah means the entire earth." 
Sa' id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Abu Salih have all said this as well. ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad- 
Dahhak, and Ibn Zayd have all said, "As-Sahirah means the face of the earth." Mujahid said, 
"They will be at its (the earth's) lowest part, and they will be brought out to highest part." 
Then he said, "As-Sahirah is a level place." Ar-RabP bin Anas said, 



(When behold, they are at As-Sahirah.) "Allah says, 



(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens, and 
they will appear before Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) (14:48) and He says, 



(And they ask you concerning the mountains: say, "My Lord will blast them and scatter them as 
particles of dust. Then He shall leave them as a level smooth plain. You will see therein nothing 
crooked or curved.) (20:105-107) and Allah says, 

ft 



(And the Day We shall cause the mountains to pass away, and you will see the earth as a 
leveled plain.) (18:47) and the earth will be brought forth which will have mountains upon it, 
and it will not be considered from this earth (of this life). It will be an earth that no sin will be 
performed on it, nor will any blood be shed upon it." 



(15. Has there come to you the story of Musa) (16. When his Lord called him in the holy valley 
of Tuwa,) (17. Go to Fif awn; verily, he has transgressed all bounds.) (18. And say to him: 



"Would you purify yourself") (19. "And that I guide you to your Lord, so you should fear Him") 
(20. Then he showed him the great sign.) (21. But he denied and disobeyed.) (22. Then he 
turned back, striving.) (23. 3d he gathered and called out,) (24. Saying: "I am your lord, most 
high.") (25. So Allah seized him with punishing example for the Hereafter and the first (life).) 
(26. In this is a lesson for whoever fears.) 



Mentioning the Story of Musa and that it is a Lesson for Those Who 

fear Allah 

Allah informs His Messenger Muhammad about His Messenger Musa. He mentions that he sent 
Musa to Fir' awn and He aided him with miracles. Yet, even after this, Fif awn continued in his 
disbelief and transgression until Allah seized him with a mighty and powerful punishment. Thus 
is the punishment of whoever opposes you (Muhammad ) and rejects that which you have been 
sent with. This is why Allah says at the end of the story, 



(In this is a Lesson for whoever fears.) Allah begins by saying, 



(Has there come to you the story of Musa) meaning, have you heard of his story 



(When his Lord called him) meaning, He called out speaking to him. 



(in the holy valley) meaning purified 



(Tuwa) Accordingto what iscorrect, it isthe name of avalley, as preceded in Surah Ta Ha. So, 
He said to him: 



(Go to Fir' awn; verily, he has transgressed all bounds.) meaning, he has become haughty, 
rebellious and arrogant. 



(And say to him: "Would you purify yourself") meaning, say to him, "Will you respond to the 
path and way that will purify you" This means, ' will you submit (accept Islam) and be obedient' 



(And that I guide to your Lord,) meaning, ' I will guide you to the worship of your Lord. 



(so that you fear) meaning, 'so that your heart will become humble, obedient, and submissive 
to Him after it was hard, evil, and far away from goodness.' 



(Then he showed him the great sign.) This means that Musa showed him -- along with this 
truthful call -- a strong evidence and a clear proof of the truthfulness of what he had come up 
with from Allah. 



(But he denied and disobeyed.) meaning, he (Fif awn) rejected the truth and opposed what 
Musa commanded him with of obedience. So what happened with him was that his heart 
disbelieved, and Musa (i.e., his cal I) could not internally or externally affect it. Along with this, 
his knowledge that what Musa had come to him with was the truth, did not necessitate his 
being a believer in it. This is because recognition is the knowledge of the heart, and faith is its 
action. And it (faith) isto comply with the truth and submit to it. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then he turned back, striving.) meaning, in responding to the truth with falsehood. This was 
by his gathering the group of magicians in order to confront that which Musa had come up with 
of spectacular miracles. 



(So he gathered (his people) and called out) meaning, among his people. 



(Saying; I am your lord, most high.") Ibn ' Abbas and Mujahid both said, "This is the word which 
Fir' awn said after he said, 



(" I have not known of any other god for you all other than me) for the past forty years."' Allah 
then says, 



(So Allah seized him with a punishing example for the Hereafter and the first (life). ) meaning, 
Allah avenged Himself against him with a severe vengeance, and He made an example and 
admonition of him for those rebellious people in the world who are like him. 



(And on the Day of Resurrection, evil indeed is the gift gifted i.e., the curse (in this world) 
pursued by another curse (in this world) pursued by another curse (in the Hereafter) .) (11:99) 
This is as Allah says, 



(And We made them leaders inviting to the Fire: and on the Day of Resurrection, they will not 
be helped.) (28:41) Allah said; 



(In this is a lesson for whoever fears.) 



(27. Are you more difficult to create or is the heaven that He constructed) (28. He raised its 
hei- ght, and has perfected it.) (29. Its night He covers and He brings out its forenoon.) (30. 
And after that He spread the earth,) (31. And brought forth therefrom its water and its 
pasture.) (32. And the mountains He has fixed firmly,) (33. As provision and benefit for you and 
your cattle.) 



Creating the Heavens and the Earth is more difficult than repeating 

Creation 

in refutation of the claim rejecting resurrection due to the renewal of creation after its 
original state, Allah says; 



(Are you) ' people' 



(more difficult to create or is the heaven...) meaning, ' rather the heaven is more difficult to 
create than you.' As Allah said; 



(the creation of the heavens and the earth is greater than the creation of mankind;) (40:57) 
And His saying; 



(Is not the One Who created the heavens and the earth, capable of creating the similar to 
them. Yes, indeed! He is the Supreme Creator, the All-Knowing.) (36:81) Then Allah says, 



(He constructed) He explains this by His statement, 



(He raised its height, and has perfected it.) meaning, He made it a lofty structure, vast in its 
space, with equal sides, and adorned with stars at night and in the darkness. Then Allah says, 



(Its night He covers and He brings out its forenoon.) meaning, He made its night dark and 
extremely black, and its day bright, luminous, shining and clear. Ibn 'Abbas said, "He did 
Aghtasha of its night means that He made it dark." Mujahid, x Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr and a 
large group have said this as well. In reference to Allah's statement, 



(And He brings out its forenoon.) meaning, He illuminated its day. Then Allah says, 



(And after that He spread the earth,) He explainsthis statement by the statement that follows 
it, 



(And brought forth therefrom its water and its pasture.) It already has been mentioned 
previously in Surat Ha Mim As-Sajdah that the earth was created before the heaven was 
created, but it was only spread out after the creation of the heaven. This means that He 
brought out what was in it with a forceful action. This is the meaning of what was said by Ibn 
'Abbas and others, and it was the explanation preferred by Ibn Jarir. In reference to the 
statement of Allah, 



(And the mountains He has fixed firmly,) meaning, He settled them, made them firm, and 
established them in their places. And He is the Most Wise, the All-Knowing. He is Most Kind to 
Hiscreation, Most Merciful. Allah then says, 



(As provision and benefit for you and your cattle.) meaning, He spread out the earth, caused its 
springs to gush forth, brought forth its hidden benefits, caused its rivers to flow, and caused its 
vegetation, trees, and fruits to grow. He also made its mountains firm so that it (the earth) 
would be calmly settled with its dwellers, and He stabilized its dwelling places. All of this is a 
means of beneficial enjoyment for His creatures (mankind) providing them of what cattle they 
need, which they eat and ride upon. He has granted them these beneficial things for the period 
that they need them, in this worldly abode, until the end of time and the expiration of this 
life. 



(34. But when there comes the Greatest Catastrophe) (35. The Day when man shall remember 
what he strove for.) (36. And Hell shall be made apparent for whoever sees.) (37. Then for him 
who transgressed) (38. And preferred the life of this world,) (39. Verily, his abode will be the 
Hell;) (40. But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and forbade himself from 
desire.) (41. Verily, Paradise will be his abode.) (42. They ask you about the Hour when will be 
its appointed time) (43. What do you have to mention of it.) (44. To your Lord it is limited.) 
(45. You are only a warner for those who fear it,) (46. The Day they see it (it will be) as if they 
had not tarried (in this world) except an (" Ashiyyah) afternoon or its (Duha) morning.) 



The Day of Judgement, its Pleasures and Hell, and that its Time is 

not known 



Allah says, 



(But when there comes the Great Catastrophe) This refers to the Day of Judgement. This has 
been said by Ibn 'Abbas. It has been called this because it will overcome every matter. It will 
be frightful and horrifying. As Allah says, 



(And the Hour will be more grievous and more bitter.) (54:46) Then Allah says, 



(The Day when man shall remember what he strove for.) meaning, at that time the Son of 
Adam will reflect upon all of his deeds, both the good and the evil. This is as Allah says, 



(On the Day will man remember, but how will that remembrance avail him) (89:23) Then Allah 
says, 



(And Hell shall be made apparent for whoever sees.) meaning, it will become apparent for the 
onlookers, so the people will see it with their own eyes. 



(Then for him who transgressed) meaning, who rebels and behaves arrogantly. 



(And preferred the life of this world,) meaning, he gives it precedence over the matters of his 
religion and his Hereafter. 



(Verily his abode will be the Hell;) meaning, his final destination will be Hell, his food will be 
from the tree of Zaqqum, and his drink will be from Hamim. 



(But as for him who feared standing before his Lord and forbade himself from desire.) meaning, 
he fears the standing before Allah, he fears Allah's judgement of him, he prevents his soul from 
following its desires, and he compels it to obey its Master. 



(Verily Paradise will be his abode.) meaning, his final abode, his destination, and his place of 
return will be the spacious Paradise. Then Allah says, 



(They ask you about the Hour -- when will be its appointed time What do you have to mention 
of it. To your Lord it is limited.) meaning, its knowledge is not with you, nor with any creature. 
Rather the knowledge of it is with Allah. He is the One Who knows the exact time of its 
occurrence. 



(Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not come upon you except all 
of a sudden. They ask you as if you have a good knowledge of it. Say: "The knowledge thereof is 
with Allah.") (7:187) Allah says here, 



(To your Lord it is limited.) Thus, when Jibril asked the Messenger of Allah about the time of 
the last Hour he said, 



« » 

(The one questioned about it knows no more than the questioner.) Allah said, 



(You are only a warner for those who fear it,) meaning, 'I sent you to warn mankind and 
caution them to beware of the torment and punishment of Allah. So whoever fears Allah, fears 
standing before Him, and His threat, then he will follow you, and thus be successful and 
victorious. However, whoever denies you and opposes you, then he will only suffer loss and 
failure.' Allah then says, 



(The Day they see it (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in this world) except an fAshiyyah) 
afternoon or its (Duha) morning.) meaning, when they stand up from their graves to go to the 
place of Gathering, they will feel that the period of the worldy life was short, it will seem to 
them that it was only the afternoon of one day. Juwaybir reported from Ad-Dahhak from Ibn 
' Abbas: 



(The Day they see it (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in this world) except an f Ashiyyah) 
afternoon or its (Duha) morning.) "As for 'Ashiyyah, it is the time between noon until the 
setting of the sun. 



(Or its (Duha) morning) what is between sunrise and midday (noon)." Qatadah said, "This refers 
to the time period of the worldly life in the eyes of the people when they see the Hereafter." 
This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Nazf at. And to Allah belongs all praise and thanks. 

The Tafsir of Surah ' Abasa 

(Chapter - 80) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. He frowned and turned away.) (2. Because there came to him the blind man.) (3. And how 
can you know that he might become pure) (4. Or he might receive admonition, and the 
admonition might profit him) (5. As for him who thinks himself self-sufficient,) (6. To him you 
attend;) (7. What does it matter to you if he will not become pure) (8. But as for him who 
came to you running,) (9. And is afraid.) (10. Of him you are neglectful and divert your 
attention to another.) (11. Nay; indeed it is an admonition.) (12. So, whoever wills, let him pay 
attention to Him (it).) (13. In Records held in honor,) (14. Exalted, purified.) (15. In the hands 
of ambassadors (Safarah),) (16. Honorable and obedient.) 

The Prophet being reprimanded because He frowned at a Weak Man 

More than one of the scholars of Tafsir mentioned that one day the Messenger of Allah was 
addressing one of the great leaders of the Quraysh while hoping that he would accept Islam. 
While he was speaking in direct conversation with him, Ibn Umm Maktum came to him, and he 
was of those who had accepted Islam in its earliest days. He (Ibn Umm Maktum) then began 
asking the Messenger of Allah about something, urgently beseeching him. The Prophet hoped 
that the man would be guided, so he asked Ibn Umm Maktum to wait for a moment so he could 
complete his conversation. He frowned in the face of Ibn Umm Maktum and turned away from 
him in order to face the other man. Thus, Allah revealed, 



(He frowned and turned away. Because there came to him the blind man. And how can you 
know that he might become pure) meaning, he may attain purification and cleanliness in his 
soul. 



(Or he might receive admonition, and the admonition might profit him) meaning, he may 
receive admonition and abstain from the forbidden. 



(As for him who thinks himself self-sufficient. To him you attend;) meaning, " you face the rich 
person so that perhaps he may be guided.' 



(What does it matter to you if he will not become pure) meaning, 'you are not responsible for 
him if he does not attain purification.' 



(But as for him who came to you running. And is afraid.) meaning, ' he is seeking you and he 
comes to you so that he may be guided by what you say to him.' 



(Of him you are neglectful and divert your attention to another.) meaning, 'you are too busy.' 
Here Allah commands His Messenger to not single anyone out with the warning. Rather, he 
should equal warn the noble and the weak, the poor and the rich, the master and the slave, 
the men and the women, the young and the old. Then Allah will guide whomever He chooses to 
a path that is straight. He has the profound wisdom and the decisive proof. Abu Ya' la and Ibn 
Jarir both recorded from * Aishah that she said about, 



(He frowned and turned away.) was revealed." At-Tirmirdhi recorded this Hadith but he did not 
mention that it was narrated by ' Aishah. I say it is reported like this in Al-Muwatta' as well. 



The Characteristics of the Qur'an 

Allah says, 



(Nay; indeed it is an admonition.) meaning, this Surah, or this advice in conveying knowledge 
equally among people, whether they are of noble or low class. Qatadah and As-Suddi both said, 



(Nay; indeed it is an admonition.) "This means the Qur'an." 



(So, whoever wills, let him pay attention to Him (it).) meaning, so whoever wills, he 
remembers Allah in all of his affairs. The pronoun could also be understood to be referring to 
the revelation since the conversation is alluding to it. Allah said: 



(In Records held in honor, exalted, purified.) meaning, this Surah or this admonition. Both 
meanings are connected to each other. Actually, all of the Qur'an is in honored pages, meaning 
respected and revered. 



(exalted) meaning, elevated in status. 



(purified) meaning, from impurity, additions and deficiency. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(In the hands of ambassadors (Safarah),) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, and Ibn Zayd, all 
said, "These are the angels." Al-Bukhari said, "Safarah (ambassadors) refers to the angels. They 
travel around rectifying matters between themselves. The angels when they descend with the 
revelation of Allah, bringing it like the ambassador who rectifies matters between people." 
Allah said, 



(Honorable and obedient.) meaning, they are noble, handsome, and honorable in their 
creation. Their character and their deeds are righteous, pure and perfect. Here it should be 
noted that it is necessary for one who carries the Qur'an (i.e., the angel) to be following 
righteousness and guidance. Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Aishah that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 

(He who recites the Qur'an proficiently, will be with the noble, righteous, ambassador angels, 
and the one who recites it with difficulty will receive two rewards.) This Hadith was reported 
by the group. 



(17. Qutila mankind! How ungrateful he is!) (18. From what thing did He create him) (19. From 
a Nutfah He created him and then set him in due proportion.) (20. Then He made the path easy 
for him.) (21. Then He causes him to die and puts him in his grave.) (22. Then when it is His 
will, He will resurrect him.) (23. Nay, but has not done what He commanded him.) (24. Then 
let man look at his food:) (25. We pour forth water in abundance.) (26. And We split the earth 
in clefts.) (27. And We cause therein Habb to grow,) (28. And grapes and Qadb,) (29. And olives 
and date palms,) (30. And Ghulb Hada'iq,) (31. And fruits (Fakihah) and herbage (Abb).) (32. A 
provision and benefit for you and your cattle.) 



The Refutation against Whoever denies Life after Death 

Allah rebukesthose who deny the Resurrection and the Final Gathering. 



(Qutila mankind!) Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn " Abbasthat he said, 



(Qutila mankind!) "May man be cursed." Abu Malik also made a similar statement. He said, "This 
refers to the rejecting type of man, due to his abundant denial without any supporting 
argument. Rather he denies simply because he thinks it is farfetched and because he lacks 
knowledge of it." Ibn Jurayj said, 



(How ungrateful he is!) "This means none is worse in disbelief than he is." Qatadah said, 



(How ungrateful he is!) "This means none is more cursed than he is." Then Allah explains how 
He created him from something despised and that He is able to bring him back to life just as He 
created him initially. Allah says, 



(From what thing did He create him From a Nutfah He created him, and then set him in due 
proportion.) meaning, He decreed his life span, his sustenance, his deeds, and whether he 
would be miserable or happy. 



(Then He made the path easy for him.) Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "Then He made his 
coming out of his mother's belly easy for him." This was also said by ' Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Abu 
Salih, Qatadah, As-Suddi, and it was the explanation preferred by Ibn Jarir. Mujahid said, "This 
is similar to Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We guided him on the path, he is either grateful or ungrateful.) (76:3) meaning, We 
explained it to him, clarified it, and made it easy for him to act upon." Al-Hasan and Ibn Zayd 
both said the same. This is the most correct view and Allah knows best. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Then He causes him to die and puts him in his grave.) After creating man, Allah causes him to 
die and makes him the inhabitant of a grave. Allah said; 



(Then when it is His will, He will resurrect him.) meaning, He resurrects him after his death 
and this is called Al-Ba'th (resurrection) and An-Nushur (resuscitation). 



(And among His signs is this that He created you from dust, and then behold, you are human 
beings scattered.) (30:20) 



(And look at the bones, how We bring them together and clothe them with flesh.) (2:259) In 
the Two Sahihs it is narrated by way of Al-A' mash from Abu Salih, from Abu Hurayrah that the 
Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(All of the Sons of Adam (men) will decay except for the bone of coccyx (tailbone). From it he 
(man) was created and by it he will be reconstructed.)" Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Nay, but has not done what He commanded him.) Ibn Jarir said, "Allah is saying, 'Nay, the 
matter is not as this disbelieving man says. Heclaimsthat he has fulfilled Allah's right upon him 
regarding himself and hiswealth. 



(But he has not done what He commanded him.) Allah is saying that man has not fulfilled for 
his Lord the obligations that were imposed upon him." What seems apparent to me of its actual 
meaning -- and Allah knows best -- is that the Ayah 



(Then when it is His will, He will resurrect him.) means, He will resurrect him. 



(Nay! But he has not done what He commanded him.) means, He has not done it (resurrected 
them) as of yet, until the time period has expired and the extent of the earthly life of 
humanity is complete, according to the lives of all whom Allah has written it to exist from the 
time they are brought into existence into the world. Verily, Allah has decreed the existence of 
mankind, and its duration, therefore, when that is finished with Allah, He resurrects the 
creatures and repeats their creation just as He initially created them. 



The Growth of the Seed and Other Things is a Proof of Life after 

Death 



(Then let man look at his food) This is a call to reflect upon Allah's favor. It also contains an 
evidence in the vegetation's coming to life from the lifeless earth, that the bodies can be 
brought to life after being decayed bones and scattered dust. 



(We pour forth water in abundance.) meaning, ' We sent it down from the sky to the earth. 



(And We split the earth in clefts.) meaning, " We cause it (the water) to settle in it (the earth), 
and it enters into its boundaries, and mingles with the parts of the seeds that are left in the 
earth. From this the seeds grow, rise up and appear on the surface of the earth (in the form of 
vegetation).' 



(And We cause therein Habb to grow. And grapes and Qadb,) Al-Habb refers to all types of 
seeds (or grains). Grapes are well-known. Al-Qadb are the moist (green) herbal plants that 
animals graze on. It is also called Al-Qat. Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi, all 
said this. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Al-Qadb is fodder." 



(And olives) It is well-known, and it is a food just as its juice is a food. It is eaten for breakfast 
and used as an oil. 



(And date palms,) It (i.e., itsfruit) is eaten as Bal ah, Busr, Rutab and Tamr, Niya' and Matbukh, 
all of which are varieties of dates that range from unripe, ripe and dried in their textures. Its 
juice is also extracted to make pulpy fruit drinks and vinegar. 



(And Ghulb Hada'iq,) meaning, gardens. Al-Hasan and Qatadah both said, "Ghulb are gardens of 
date palms that are thick and handsome." Ibn 'Abbas and Mujahid both said, "It means 
everything that is gathered and collected." Allah said, 



(And fruits (Fakihah) and herbage (Abb).) Fakihah includes every type of fruit. Ibn ' Abbas said, 
"Al-Fakihah is everything that is eaten ripe, and Al -Abb is what the earth grows that is eaten by 
grazing animals and not people." In one narration reported from him he said, "It is the grass for 
the livestock animals." Abu ' Ubayd Al-Qasim bin Sallam reported from Ibrahim At-Taymi that 
he said, "Abu Bakr As-Sddiq was asked about Allah's statement, 



(And fruits (Fakihah) and herbage (Abb).) and he said, 'What sky would shade me and what 
earth would carry me if I said about the Book of Allah that which I did not have knowledge of.' " 
hln reference to what Ibn Jarir recorded from Anas, that he said, "Umar bin Al-Khattab recited 



(He frowned and turned away.) then when he reached this Ayah 



(And fruits (Fakihah) and herbage (Abb).) he said, 'We already know what Al-Fakihah is, but 
what is Al-Abb' Then he said, 'By your life, Ibn Al-Khattab, this is something over 
burdensome (i.e., unnecessary to ask about).'" This report has an authentic chain of narration. 
More than one person has narrated it from Anas. The meaning of the narration is that 'Umar 
wanted to know how it looks, its type and its exact description, because he ('Umar) and 
everyone who reads this Ayah knows that it is one of the plants that grows from the earth. This 
is clear due to the Allah's saying, 



(And We cause therein the Habb to grow. And grapes and Qadb, and olives and date palms. And 
Ghulb Hada'iq. And fruits (Fakihah) and herbage (Abb).) And then He says, 



(A provision and benefit for you and your cattle.) meaning, a means of livelihood for you all 
and your cattle in this life until the (coming of) the Day of Judgement. 



(33. Then when there comes As-Sakhkhah) (34. That Day shall a man flee from his brother.) 
(35. And from his mother and his father.) (36. And from his wife and his children.) (37. Every 
man that Day will have enough to make him careless of others.) (38. Some faces that Day will 
be bright,) (39. Laughing, rejoicing at good news.) (40. And other faces that Day will be dust- 
stained.) (41. Darkness will cover them.) (42. Such will be the disbelieving, the wicked evil 
doers.) 



The Day of Judgement and the fleeing of the People from Their 

Relatives during it 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "As-Sakhkhah is one of the names of the Day of Judgement that Allah has 
magnified and warned His servants of." Ibn Jarir said, "Perhaps it is a name for the blowing into 
Trumpet." Al-Baghawi said, "As-Sakhkhah means the thunderous shout of the Day of Judgement. 
It has been called this because it will deafen the ears. This means that it pierces the hearing to 
such an extent that it almost deafens the ears." 



(That Day shall a man flee from his brother. And from his mother and his father. And from his 
wife and his children.) meaning, he will see them and then flee from them, and seek to get 
away from them because horror will be so great and the matter will be so weighty. There is an 
authentic Hadith related concerning the intercession that states that every one of the great 
Messengers of firm resolve will be requested to intercede with Allah on behalf of the creation, 
but each of them will say, "0 myself! myself! Today I will not ask You (0 Allah) concerning 
anyone but myself." Even ' Isa bin Maryam will say, "I will not ask Him (Allah) concerning 



anyone but myself today. I will not even ask Maryam, the woman who gave birth to me." Thus, 
Allah says, 



(That Day shall a man flee from his brother, and from his mother and his father, and from his 
wife and his children.) Qatadah said, "The most beloved and then the next most beloved, and 
the closest of kin and then the next closest of kin -- due to the terror of that Day." Allah said, 



(Every man that Day will have enough to make him careless of others.) meaning, he will be 
preoccupied in his business and distracted from the affairs of others. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
from Ibn " Abbasthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(You will all be gathered barefoot, naked, walking and uncircumcised.) So his wife said, "0 
Messenger of Allah! Will we look at or see each other's nakedness" The Prophet replied, 

: » 

« 

(Every man among them on that Day will have enough (worries) to make him careless of others) 
-- or he said: (he will be too busy to look.) Ibn 'Abbas narrated that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(You will all be gathered barefoot, naked and uncircumcised.) So a woman said, "Will we see or 
look at each others nakedness" He replied, 

« » 

(0 so-and-so woman! Every man among them on that Day will have enough (worries) to make 
him careless of others.) At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih." 



The Faces of the People of Paradise and the People of the Fire on 

the Day of Judgement 



Allah says; 



(Some faces that Day will be bright (Musfirah), laughing, rejoicing at good news.) meaning, the 
people will be divided into two parties. There will be faces that are Musfirah, which means 
bright. 



(Laughing, rejoicing at good news.) meaning, happy and pleased due to the joy that will be in 
their hearts. The good news will be apparent on their faces. These will be the people of 
Paradise. 



(And other faces that Day will be dust-stained. Darkness (Qatarah) will cover them.) meaning, 
they will be overcome and covered with Qatarah, which is darkness. Ibn " Abbas said, 



(Darkness (Qatarah) will cover them.) "This means that they (the faces) will be overcome with 
darkness." Allah said, 



(Such will be the disbelieving, the wicked evildoers.) meaning, they are disbelievers in their 
hearts, evildoers in their actions. This is as Allah says, 



(And they will beget none but wicked disbelievers.) (71:27) This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat ' Abasa, and to Allah all praise and thanks are due. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Takwir 

(Chapter -81) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

What has been narrated about This Surah 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn " Umar that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever wishes to look at the Day of Judgement as if he is seeing it with his own eyes, then 
let him read, (When the sun is wound round.) (81:1) (and; (When the heaven is cleft asunder.) 
(82:1) (and; (When the heaven is split asunder.) (84:1)) Likewise, At-Tirmidhi has also recorded 
this Hadith. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(LWhen the sun is Kuwwirat.) (2. And when the stars Inkadarat.) (3. And when the mountains 
are made to pass away;) (4. And when the pregnant she-camels are neglected;) (5. And when 
the wild beasts are gathered together.) (6. And when the seas become as blazing fire.) (7. And 
when the souls are joined with their mates.) (8. And when the female infant (Al-Maw'udah) 
buried alive is questioned (Su'ilat ):) (9. For what sin was she killed) (10. And when the pages 
are laid open.) (11. And when the heaven is Kushitat;) (12. And when Hell is 9/ irat.) (13. And 
when Paradise is brought near.) (14. Every person will know what he has brought.) 



What will happen on the Day of Judgement, and that is the rolling 

up of the Sun 



AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(When the sun is Kuwwirat.) "This means it will be darkened." AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn 
'Abbas; "It will go away." Qatadah said, "Its light will go away." Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 
"Kuwwirat means it will sink in." Abu Salih said, "Kuwwirat means it will be thrown down." At- 
Takwir means to gather one part of something with another part of it (i.e., folding). From it 
comes the folding of the turban f Imamah) and the folding of clothes together. Thus, the 
meaning of Allah's statement, 



(Kuwwirat) is that part of it will be folded up into another part of it. Then it will be rolled up 
and thrown away. When this is done to it, its light will go away. Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 

« » 

(The sun and the moon will be rolled up on the Day of Judgement.) Al-Bukhari was alone in 
recording this Hadith and this is his wording of it. 



Dispersing the Stars 



(And when the stars Inkadarat.) meaning, when they are scattered. This is as Allah says, 



(And when the stars have fallen and scattered.) (82:2) The basis of the word Inkidar is Insibab, 
which means to be poured out. Ar-Rabr bin Anas reported from Abu AI-" Aliyah, who reported 
from Ubayy bin Ka' b that he said, "9x signs will take place before the Day of Judgement. The 
people will be in their marketplaces when the sun's light will go away. When they are in that 
situation, the stars will be scattered. When they are in that situation, the mountains will fall 
down upon the face of the earth, and the earth will move, quake and be in a state of mixed up 
confusion. So the Jinns will then flee in fright to the humans and the humans will flee to the 
Jinns. The domestic beasts, birds and wild animals will mix together, and they will surge 
together in a wave (of chaos). 



(And when the wild beasts are gathered together.) This means they will be mixed. 



(And when the pregnant she camels are neglected;) This means their owners will neglect them. 



(And when the seas become as blazing fire)" Then he (Ubayy) went on to say, "The Jinns will 
say, 'We come to you with news.' So they will all go to the sea, and it will be a blazing fire. 
While they are in that state, the earth will be split with one huge crack that will extend from 
the lowest, seventh earth to the highest, seventh heaven. So while they are in that state, a 
wind will come that will kill all of them." Ibn Jarir recorded this narration with this wording. 



Moving of the Mountains, abandoning of the Pregnant She-Camels, 
and the gathering of the Wild Beasts 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And when the mountains are made to pass away;) meaning, they will not remain in their 
places and they will be destroyed. Then the earth will be left as a flat, level plain. Then Allah 
says, 



(And when the pregnant she-camels (' Ishar) are neglected (' Uttilat);) ' Ikrimah and Mujahid 
said, "'Ishar are (pregnant she-) camels." Mujahid said, "'Uttilat means abandoned and left." 
Ubayy bin Ka' b and Ad-Dahhak both said, "Their owners will neglect them." Ar-Rabr bin 
Khuthaym said, "They will not be milked or tied up. Their masters will leave them abandoned." 
Ad-Dahhak said, "They will be left with no one to tend to them." And the meaning of all of 
these statements is similar. What is intended is that the ' Ishar is a type of camel. It is actually 
the best type of camel, and particularly the pregnant females of them when they have reached 
the tenth month of their pregnancies. One of them is singularly referred to as' Ushara', and she 
keeps that name until she gives birth. So the people will be too busy to tend to her, take care 
of her or benefit from her, after she used to be the most important thing to them. This will be 
due to what will suddenly overtake them of the great, terrifying and horrible situation. This is 
the matter of the Day of Judgement, the coming together of its causes, and the occurrence of 
those things that will happen before it. 



(And when the wild beasts are gathered together.) meaning, gathered. This is as Allah says, 



(There is not a moving creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are 
communities like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they shall 
be gathered.) (6:38) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Everything will be gathered, even the flies." This 
statement was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Allah also says, 



(And (so did) the birds assembled.) 38:19 meaning, gathered. 



The Blazing of the Seas 



Allah says, 



(And when the seas become as blazing fire.) Ibn Jarir recorded from Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib that 
'AM said to a Jewish man, "Where is the Hell" The man said, "The sea." 'Ali then said, "I think 
he is truthful, as Allah says 



(And by the seas kindled (Masjur).) (52:6) and; 



(And when the seas become as blazing fire.)" This has already been discussed previously with 
the explanation of Allah's statement, 



(And by the seas kindled (Masjur).) (52:6) 

Joining the Souls 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And when the souls are joined with their mates.) meaning, every type (of soul) will be 
gathered with its peer (or mate). This is as Allah says, 



(It will be said to the angels): "Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions 
(from the devils).) (37:22) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from An-Nu* man bin Bashir that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



« 

((And When the souls are joined with their mates.)( Those who are alike. Every man will be 
with every group of people who performed the same deeds that he did. (This is because Allah 
says, (And you (all) will be in three groups. So those on the Right Hand - how (fortunate) will be 
those on Right Hand! And those on the Left Hand - how (unfortunate) will be those on the Left 
Hand!) (56: 7-10) (They are those who are alike.) 



Questioning the Female Infant Who was buried Alive 

Allah says, 



(And when the female infant (Al-Maw'udah) buried alive is questioned: For what sin was she 
killed) The majority have recited it as Su'ilat (she is questioned), as it is here. Al-Maw'udah is 
the female infant that the people of the pre-lslamic time of ignorance would bury in the dirt 
due to their hatred of girls. Therefore, on the Day of Judgement, the female infant will be 
asked what sin she committed that caused here to be murdered. This will be a means of 
frightening her murderer. For verily, if the one who was wronged is questioned, what does the 
wrongdoer (the one who is guilty of the oppression) think then Al i bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(And when the female infant (Al-Maw'udah) buried alive Su'ilat:) "This means that she will ask." 
Abu Ad-Duha made a similar statement when he said, "She will ask, meaning she will demand 
restitution for her blood." The same has been reported from As-Suddi and Qatadah. Hadiths 
have been reported concerning the Maw'udah. Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Aishah, who 
reported from Judamah bint Wahb, the sister of ' Ukkashah, that she said, "I was in the 
presence of the Messenger of Allah when he was with some people, and he said, 

» 



« 



(I was about to prohibit sexual relations with breast feeding women, but then I saw that the 
Romans and the Persians have sexual relations with their women who breast feed their children 
and it does not harm the children at all.) Then they asked him about interruption of sexual 
intercourse to prevent the male discharge from entering the womb of the woman, and he said, 



« » 

(That is the minor infanticide and it is the female infant buried alive (Maw'udah) that will be 
questioned.)" Muslim, Ibn Majah, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i, all recorded this 
Hadith as well. 



The Atonement for burying Infant Girls Alive 

Abdur-Razzaq said that Isra'il informed them from Smak bin Harb, from An-Nu' man bin Bashir, 
who reported from ' Umar bin Al-Khattab that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(And when the female infant buried alive is questioned.) "Qays bin 'Asim came to the 
Messenger of Allah and said, '0 Messenger of Allah! Verily, I buried some daughters of mine 
alive in the period of pre-lslamic ignorance.' The Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Free a slave for each one of them.) Then Qays said, '0 Messenger of Allah! Verily, I am an 
owner of camels.' The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Then sacrifice a camel for each one of them.)" 

The Distribution of the Pages 

Allah says, 



(And when the pages are laid open.) Ad-Dahhak said, "Every person will be given his paper in 
his right hand or in his left hand." Qatadah said, "0 Son of Adam ! It (your paper) is written in, 
then it is rolled up, then it will be distributed to you on the Day of Judgement. So let each man 
look at what he himself dictated to be written in his paper 

Removing the Heavens, kindling Hellfire, and Paradise being 

brought near 

Allah says, 



(And when the heaven is Kushitat;) Mujahid said, "It drawns away." As-Suddi said, "Stripped 
off." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And when Hell isSu' irat.) As-Suddi said, "It is heated." In reference to Allah's statement, 



(And when Paradise is brought near.) Ad-Dahhak, Abu Malik, Qatadah, and Ar-RabT bin 
Khuthaym, all said, "This means it will be brought near to its inhabitants." 



Everyone will know what He has brought on the Day of Judgement 

Concerning 

Allah's statement, 



(Every person will know what he has brought.) This is the conclusive response of the previous 
statements, meaning at the time these matters occur, every soul will know what it has done, 
and that will be brought forth for it, as All ah says, 



(On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has done, and all the 
evil he has done, he will wish that there were a great distance between him and his evil.) 
(3:30) Allah also says, 



(On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, and what he left behind.) (75:13) 



(15. But nay! I swear by Al-Khunnas.) (16. Al-Jawar Al-Kunnas.) (17. And by the night when it 
'As' as.) (18. And by the day when it Tanaffas.) (19. Verily, this is the Word a most honorable 
messenger.) (20. Dhi Quwwah, with the Lord of the Throne -- Makin,) (21. Obeyed there, 
trustworthy.) (22. And your companion is not a madman.) (23. And indeed he saw him in the 
clear horizon.) (24. And he withholds not a knowledge of the Unseen.) (25. And it is not the 
word of the outcast Shaytan.) (26. Then where are you going) (27. Verily, this is no less than a 
Reminder for the creatures.) (28. To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight.) (29. 
And you cannot will unlessthat Allah wills -- the Lord of all that exists.) 



The Explanation of the Words Al-Khunnas and Al-Kunnas 

Muslim recorded in his Sahih, and An-Nasa'i in his Book of Tafsir, in explaining this Ayah, from 
' Amr bin Hurayth that he said, "I prayed the Morning prayer behind the Prophet , and I heard 
him reciting, 



(But nay! I swear by Al-Khunnas, Al-Jawar Al-Kunnas, and by the night when it ' As' as, and by 
the day when it Tanaffas.)" Ibn Jarir recorded from Khalid bin ' Af arah that he heard Al i 
being asked about the Ayah; ( ) (Nay! I swear by Al-Khunnas, Al-Jawar Al- 

Kunnas.) and he said, "These are the stars that withdraw (disappear) during the day and sweep 
across the sky (appear) at night." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And by the night when it ' As' as.) There are two opinions about this statement. One of them is 
that this refers to its advancing with its darkness. Mujahid said, "It means its darkening." Sa' id 
bin Jubayr said, "When it begins." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "When it covers the people." This was 
also said by * Atiyah AI-' Awfi. ~ AM bin Abi Talhah and Al-' Awfi both reported from Ibn ' Abbas: 



(when it ' As' as) "This means when it goes away." Mujahid, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak, all said the 
same. Zayd bin Aslam and his son ~ Abdur-Rahman also made a similar statement, when they 
said, 



(when it ~ As" as) "This means when it leaves, and thus it turns away." I believe that the intent 
in Allah's saying, 



(when it ' As' as) is when it approaches, even though it is correct to use this word for departing 
also. However, approachment is a more suitable usage here. It is as if Allah is swearing by the 
night and its darkness when it approaches, and by the morning and its light when it shines from 
the east. This isas Allah says, 



(By the night as it envelops. By the day as it appears in brightness) (92:1-2) and He also says, 



(By the forenoon. By the night when it darkens.) (93:1-2) Allah also says, 



(Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed night for resting.) (6:96) And there are other 
similar Ayat that mention this. Many of the scholars of the fundamentals of language have said 
that the word ' As' as is used to mean advancing and retreating, with both meanings sharing the 
same word. Therefore, it is correct that the intent could be both of them, and Allah knows 
best. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And by the day when it Tanaffas.) Ad-Dahhak said, "When it rises." Qatadah said, "When it 
brightens and advances." 



Jibril descended with the Qur'an and it is not the Result of Insanity 

Concerning 

Allah's statement, 



(Verily, this is the Word of a most honorable messenger.) meaning, indeed this Qur'an is being 
conveyed by a noble messenger, which is referring to an honorable angel, who has good 
character and a radiant appearance, and he is Jibril. Ibn 'Abbas, Ash-Sha' bi, Maymun bin 
Mihran, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-RabP bin Anas, Ad-Dahhak and others have said this. 



(Dhi Quwwah) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(He has been taught by one mighty in power, Dhu Mirrah.) (53:5-6) meaning, mighty in 
creation, mighty in strength and mighty in actions. 



(with the Lord of the Throne Makin,) meaning, he has high status and lofty rank with Allah. 



(Obeyed there,) meaning, he has prestige, his word is listened to, and he is obeyed among the 
most high gathering (of angels). Qatadah said, 



(Obeyed there) "This means in the heavens. He is not one of the lower ranking (ordinary) 
angels. Rather he is from the high ranking, prestigious angels. He is respected and has been 
chosen for (the delivery of) this magnificent Message." Allah then says, 



(trustworthy.) This is a description of Jibril as being trustworthy. This is something very great, 
that the Almighty Lord has commended His servant and angelic Messenger, Jibril, just as He has 
commended His servant and human Messenger, Muhammad by His statement, 



(And your companion is not a madman.) Ash-Sha' bi, Maymun bin Mihran, Abu Salih and others 
who have been previously mentioned, all said, "This refers to Muhammad ." Allah said, 



(And indeed he saw him in the clear horizon.) meaning, indeed Muhammad saw Jibril, who 
brought him the Message from Allah, in the form that Allah created him in (i.e., histrue form), 
and he had six hundred wings. 



(in the clear horizon. ) meaning, clear. This refers to the first sighting which occurred at Al- 
Batha' (Makkah). This incident is mentioned in Allah's statement, 



(He has been taught by one mighty in power (Jibril). Dhu Mirrah, then he rose. While he was in 
the highest part of the horizon. Then he approached and came closer. And was at a distance of 
two bows' length or less. 3d (Allah) revealed to His servant what He revealed.) (53:5-10) The 
explanation of this and its confirmation has already preceded, as well as the evidence that 
proves that it is referring to Jibril. It seems apparent -- and Allah knows best -- that this Surah 
(At-Takwir) was revealed before the Night Journey (Al-lsra'), because nothing has been 
mentioned in it except this sighting (of Jibril), and it is the first sighting. The second sighting 
has been mentioned in Allah's statement, 



(And indeed he saw him (Jibril) at a second descent. Near Sdrah Al-Muntaha. Near it is the 
Paradise of Abode. When that covered the lote tree which did cover it !) (53:13-16) And these 
Ayat have only been mentioned in Surat An-Najm, which was revealed after Surat Al-lsra' (The 
Night Journey). The Prophet is not 9ingy in conveying the Revelation ( ) (He is 

not Zanin over the Unseen) meaning Muhammad is not following false conjecture about what 
Allah revealed. Others have recited this Ayah with the ' Dad' in the word Danin, which means 
that he is not stingy, but rather he conveys it to everyone. Sufyan bin ' Uyaynah said, "Zanin 
and Danin both have the same meaning. They mean that he is not a liar, nor is he a wicked, 
sinful person. The Zanin is one who follows false supposition, and the Danin is one who is 
stingy." Qatadah said, "The Qur'an was unseen and Allah revealed it to Muhammad , and he did 
not withhold it from the people. Rather he announced it, conveyed it, and offered it to 
everyone who wanted it." ' Ikrimah, Ibn Zayd and others have made similar statements. Ibn 
Jarir preferred the recitation Danin. I say that both of recitations have been confirmed by 
numerous routes of transmission, and its meaning is correct either way, as we have mentioned 
earlier. 



The Qur'an is a Reminder for all the Worlds and It is not the 

Inspiration of Shaytan 



Allah says, 



(And it is not the word of the outcast Shaytan.) meaning, this Qur'an is not the statement of an 
outcast Shaytan. This meansthat he is not able to produce it, nor is it befitting of him to do so. 
This is as Allah says, 



(And it is not the Shayatin who have brought it down. Neither would it suit them nor they can. 
Verily, they have been removed far from hearing it.) (26:210-212) Then Allah says, 



(Then where are you going) meaning, where has your reason gone, in rejecting this Qur'an, 
while it is manifest, clear, and evident that it is the truth from Allah. This is as Abu Bakr As- 
Sddiq said to the delegation of Bani Hanifah when they came to him as Muslims and he 
commanded them to recite (something from the Qur'an). So they recited something to him 
from the so called Qur'an of Musaylimah the Liar, that was total gibberish and terribly poor in 
style. Thus, Abu Bakr said, "Woe unto you! Where have your senses gone By Allah, this speech 
did not come from a god." Qatadah said, 



(Then where are you going) meaning, from the Book of Allah and His obedience. Then Allah 
says, 



(Verily, this is no less than a Reminder to the creatures.) meaning, this Qur'an is a reminder for 
all of mankind. They are reminded by it and receive admonition from it. 



(To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight.) meaning, whoever seeks guidance, 
then he must adhere to this Qur'an, for verily it is his salvation and guidance. There is no 
guidance in other than it. 



(And you cannot will unless (it be) that Allah wills -- the Lord of all that exists.) This means 
that the will is not left to you all, so that whoever wishes to be guided, then he is guided, and 
whoever wishes to be astray, then he goes astray, rather, all of this is according to the will of 
Allah the Exalted, and He is the Lord of all that exists. It is reported from Sulayman bin Musa 
that when this Ayah was revealed, 



(To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight.) Abu Jahl said, "The matter is up to us. 
If we wish, we will stand straight, and we do not wish, we will not stand straight." So Allah 
revealed, 



(And you cannot will unless (it be) that Allah wills the Lord of the all that exists.) This is the 
end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Takwir, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-lnf itar 



(Chapter - 82) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
The Virtues of Surat Al-lnfitar 

An-Nasa'i recorded from Jabir that Mif adh stood and lead the people in the Night prayer, and 
he made the recitation of his prayer long. So the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Are you putting the people to trial Mif adh Why don't you recite (Glorify the Name of your 
Lord the Most High) (87), (By the forenoon) (93), and (When the heaven is cleft asunder) (82))" 
The basisof this Hadith isfound in the Two Sahihs, however the mentioning of 



(When the heaven is cleft asunder.) has only been mentioned by An-Nasa'i. It has been 
previously mentioned in a narration from 'Abdullah bin ' Umar that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Whoever would be pleased to look at the Day of Resurrection with his own eyes, then let him 
recite, (When the sun is Kuwwirat.) (81) and; (When the heaven is cleft asunder) (82) and; 
(When the heaven is split asunder) (84).) 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When the heaven is cleft asunder (Infatarat).) (2. And when the stars Intatharat.) (3. And 
when the seas Fujjirat.) (4. And when the graves BuMhirat.) (5. A person will know what he has 
sent forward and left behind.) (6. man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the 
Most Generous) (7. Who created you, fashioned you perfectly, and gave you due proportion.) 
(8. In whatever form He willed, He put you together.) (9. Nay! But you deny (the Day of) Ad- 
Din.) (10. But verily, over you to watch you) (11. Kiraman Katibin,) (12. They know all that you 
do.) What will happen on the Day of Judgement Allah says, 



(When the heaven is cleft asunder (Infatarat).) meaning, it splits. This is as Allah says, 



(Whereon the heaven will be cleft asunder (Munfatir)) (73:18) Then Allah says, 



(And when the stars Intatharat.) meaning, fallen. 



(And when the seas Fujjirat.) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn " Abbasthat he said, "Allah 
will cause some of it to burst forth over other partsof it." Al-Hasan said, "Allah will cause some 
parts of it to burst forth over other partsof it, and its water will go away." Qatadah said, "Its 
fresh water will mix with its salt water." 



(And when the graves BuM hi rat.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "searched." As- Suddi said, "Tub' at hi ru means 
that they will be moved and those who are in them will come out." 



(A person will know what he has sent forward and left behind.) meaning, when this happens 
then this will occur. Mankind should not forget about Allah Allah says, 



(0 man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the Most Generous) This is a threat. It is 
not an attempt to get a reply as some people mistakenly think. They consider it as if the Most 
Generous is asking them so that they will say, "His honor deceived him (or made him careless of 
his Lord)." rather the meaning of this Ayah is, "O Son of Adam! What has deceived you from 
your Lord, the Most Generous -- meaning the Most Great -- so that you went forth disobeying 
Him, and you met Him with that which was unbefitting." This is similar to what has been 
reported in the Hadith, 



» 



« 



(Allah will say on the Day of Judgement: "0 Son of Adam! What has deceived you concerning Me 
Son of Adam What was your response to the Messengers") Al-Baghawi mentioned that Al-Kalbi 



and Muqatil said, "This Ayah was revealed about Al-Aswad bin Shariq who struck the Prophet 
and he was not punished in retaliation. 3d Allah revealed, 



(What has made you careless about your Lord, the Most Generous)" Then Allah said, 



(Who created you, fashioned you perfectly, and gave you due proportion.) meaning, 'what has 
deceived you concerning the Most Generous Lord' 



(Who created you, fashioned you perfectly, and gave you due proportion.) meaning, " He made 
you complete, straight, and perfectly balanced and proportioned in stature. He fashioned you 
in the best of forms and shapes.' Imam Ahmad recorded from Busr bin Jahhash Al-Qurashi that 
one day the Messenger of Allah spat in his palm and placed his finger on it. Then he said, 

: » 



« 

(Allah the Mighty and Sublime says: "O Son of Adam! How can you escape Me when I created 
you from something similar to this (spit) Then I fashioned you and made your creation balanced 
so that you walked between the two outer garments. And the earth has a burial place for you. 
So you gathered (wealth) and withheld it until your soul reached your collarbone (i.e., death 
comes). Then, at that time you say, ' I will give charity now.' But how will there be time for 
charity") This Hadith has also been recorded by Ibn Majah . Concerning Allah's statement, 



(In whatever form He willed, He put you together.) Mujahid said, "In which resemblance: the 
father, the mother, the paternal uncle, or the maternal uncle." In the Two Sahihs it is recorded 
from Abu Hurayrah that a man said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Verily, my wife has given birth to a 
black boy." The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Do you have any camels) The man said, "Yes." The Prophet then said, 

« » 

(What color are they) The man said, "Red." The Prophet said, 

« » 

(Do any of them have patches of gray) The man said, "Yes." The Prophet asked him, 

« » 

(How did this happen to them) The man replied, "It is probably an inherited genetical strain." 
The Prophet then said, 

« » 

(Likewise, this (with your son) is probably an inherited genetical strain.) The Cause of 
Deception and alerting to the Fact that Angels record the Deeds of the Children of Adam 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Nay! But you deny (the Day of) Ad-Din.) meaning, ' you are only compelled to oppose the Most 
Generous and meet Him with disobedience, by your rejection in your hearts of the Hereafter, 
the recompense and the reckoning.' Concerning Allah's statement, 



(But verily, over you to watch you (are) Kiraman Katibin, they know all that you do.) (82:10-12) 
meaning, 'indeed there are noble guardian angels over you, so do not meet them with evil 
deeds, because they write down all that you do.' 



(13. Verily, the Abrar (the righteous believers) will be in Delight;) (14. And verily, the wicked 
will be in the blazing Fire (Hell),) (15. Therein they will enter, and taste its burning flame on 
the Day of Recompense,) (16. And they will not be absent therefrom.) (17. And what will make 
you know what the Day of Recompense is) (18. Again, what will make you know what the Day of 
Recompense is) (19. (It will be) the Day when no person shall have power for another, and the 
Decision, that Day, will be with Allah.) 



The Reward of the Righteous and the Sinners Allah informs of what 
the righteous will receive of delight. 

They are those who obeyed Allah and did not meet Him with disobedience (sins). Then He 
mentionsthat the evildoers will be in Hell and eternal torment. Due to this He says, 



(Therein they will enter, and taste its burning flame on the Day of Recompense,) meaning, the 
Day of Reckoning, Recompense, and Judgement. 



(And they will not be absent therefrom.) meaning, they will not be absent for even one hour 
from the torment. The torment will not be lightened from them, nor will they be granted the 
death that they will be requesting, or any rest -- not even for a single day. Allah then says, 



(And what will make you know what the Day of Recompense is) This is a magnification of the 
affair of the Day of Judgement. Then Allah affirms it by saying, 



(Again, what will make you know what the Day of Recompense is) Then He explains this by 
saying, 



((It will be) the Day when no person shall have power for another, ) meaning, no one will be 
able to benefit anyone else, or help him out of that which he will be in, unless Allah gives 
permission to whomever He wishes and is pleased with. We will mention here a Hadith (where 
the Prophet said), 



» 



« 



(0 children of Hashim! Save yourselves from the Fire, for I have no power to cause you any 
benefit from Allah.) This has been mentioned previously at the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ash- 
Shu' ara' (see 26:214). Thus, Allah says, 



(and the Decision, that Day, will be with Allah.) "By Allah, the Decision is for Allah today (now), 
but on that Day no one will try to dispute with Him about it." This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat Al-lnf it ar. All praise and blessings are due to Allah, and He is the Giver of success and 
freedom from error. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mutaffifin 

(Chapter - 83) 
Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Woe to Al-Mutaffifin.) (2. Those who, when they have to receive by measure from men, 
demand full measure,) (3. And when they have to give by measure or weight to men, give less 
than due.) (4. Do they not think that they will be resurrected,) (5. On a Great Day) (6. The Day 
when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists) 



Increasing and decreasing in the Measure and Weight will be a 

Cause for Regret and Loss 

An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah both recorded from Ibn " Abbas that he said, "When the Prophet came 
to Al- Mad in ah, the people of Al-Madinah were the most terrible people in giving measurement 
(i.e., they used to cheat). Thus, Allah revealed, 



(Woe to Al-Mutaffifin.) After this, they began to give good measure." The meaning of the word 
Tatfif here isto be stingy with measurement and weight, either by increasing it if it isdue from 
the others, or decreasing it if it is a debt. Thus, Allah explains that the Mutaffifin those whom 
He has promised loss and destruction, whom are meant by "Woe" are 



(Those who, when they have to receive by measure from men,) meaning, from among the 
people. 



(demand full measure,) meaning, they take their right by demanding full measure and extra as 
well. 



(And when they have to give by measure or weight to (other) men, give less than due.) 
meaning, they decrease. Verily, Allah commanded that the measure and weight should be 
given in full. He says in another Ayah, 



(And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is 
good and better in the end.) (17:35) Allah also says, 



(And give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not any person, but with that 
which he can bear.) (6:152) and He says, 



(And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient.) (55:9) Allah 
destroyed the people of Shi/ ayb and wiped them out because of their cheating in weights and 
measurements, ning, they take their right by demanding full measure and extra as well. 



(And when they have to give by measure or weight to (other) men, give less than due.) 
meaning, they decrease. Verily, Allah commanded that the measure and weight should be 
given in full. He says in another Ayah, 



(And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is 
good and better in the end.) (17:35) Allah also says, 



(And give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not any person, but with that 
which he can bear.) (6:152) and He says, 



(And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient.) (55:9) Allah 
destroyed the people of Shu' ayb and wiped them out because of their cheating in weights and 
measurements, be able to bare. Imam Malik reported from NafT who reported from Ibn ' Umar 
that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(This will be the Day that mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists, until one of 
them will sink up to the middle of his ears in sweat.) Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith from 
Malik and 'Abdullah bin 'Awn, both of whom reported it from NafT . Muslim also recorded it 
from two routes. Another Hadith: Hadith;uA ? give less than due.) meaning, they decrease. 



Verily, Allah commanded that the measure and weight should be given in full. He says in 
another Ayah, 



(And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is 
good and better in the end.) (17:35) Allah also says, 



(And give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not any person, but with that 
which he can bear.) (6:152) and He says, 



(And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient.) (55:9) Allah 
destroyed the people of Shu' ayb and wiped them out because of their cheating in weights and 
measurements. 



Threatening the Mutaffifin with standing before the Lord of all that 

exists 

Then Allah says as a threat to them, 



(Do they not think that they will be resurrected, on a Great Day) meaning, do these people not 
fear the resurrection and standing before He Who knows the hidden matters and the innermost 
secrets, on a Day that contains great horror and tremendous fright Whoever loses on this Day 
will be made to enter into a blazing fire. Then Allah says, 



(The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists) meaning, they will 
stand barefooted, naked and uncircumcised at a station that will be difficult, hard, and 
distressful for the criminals. They will be covered by the command from Allah, and it will be 
that, which the strength and the senses will not be able to bare. Imam Malik reported from 
NafT who reported from Ibn ' Umar that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(This will be the Day that mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists, until one of 
them will sink up to the middle of his ears in sweat.) Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith from 
Malik and 'Abdullah bin 'Awn, both of whom reported it from Nafi' . Muslim also recorded it 
from two routes. Another Hadith: Hadit u 7? ? u A ? Threatening the Mutaffifin with standing 
before the Lord of all that exists Then Allah says as a threat to them, 



(Do they not think that they will be resurrected, on a Great Day) meaning, do these people not 
fear the resurrection and standing before He Who knows the hidden matters and the innermost 
secrets, on a Day that contains great horror and tremendous fright Whoever loses on this Day 
will be made to enter into a blazing fire. Then Allah says, 



(The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists) meaning, they will 
stand barefooted, naked and uncircumcised at a station that will be difficult, hard, and 
distressful for the criminals. They will be covered by the command from Allah, and it will be 
that, which the strength and the senses will not be able to bare. Imam Malik reported from 
NafT who reported from Ibn ' Umar that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(This will be the Day that mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists, until one of 
them will sink up to the middle of his ears in sweat.) Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith from 
Malik and 'Abdullah bin 'Awn, both of whom reported it from Nafi' . Muslim also recorded it 
from two routes. Another Hadith: Imam Ahmad recorded from Al-Miqdad, who was Ibn Al- 
Aswad Al-Kindi, that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 

» 



« 

(On the Day of Judgement, the sun will draw near the servants until it is a mile or two away 
from them. Then the sun will burn them, and they will be submersed in sweat based upon the 
amount of their deeds. From among them there will be those whose sweat will come up to 
their two heels. From among them there will be those whose sweat will come up to their two 
knees. From among them there will be those whose sweat will come up to their groins. From 
among them there will be those who will be bridled in sweat (up to their necks).) This Hadith 
was recorded by Muslim and At-Tirmidhi. In Sunan Abu Dawud it is recorded that the Messenger 
of Allah used to seek refuge with Allah from the hardship of standing on the Day of Judgement. 
It has been reported from Ibn Mas' ud that they will be standing for forty years with their heads 
raised toward the sky. No one will speak to them, and the righteous and wicked among them 
will all be bridled in sweat. It has been reported from Ibn ' Umar that they will be standing for 
one hundred years. Both of these statements have been recorded by Ibn Jarir. In the Sunansof 
Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah, it is recorded from ' A'ishah that the Messenger of Allah 
used to begin his late night prayer by declaring Allah's greatness ten times, praising Allah ten 
times, glorifying Allah ten times, and seeking Allah's forgiveness ten times. Then he would say, 

« » 

(0 Allah! Forgive me, guide me, provide for me, and protect me.) Then he would seek refuge 
from the hardship of the standing on the Day of Judgement. 



(7. Nay! Truly, the Record of the wicked is in Sjjin.) (8. And what will make you know what 
Sjjin is) (9. A Register inscribed.) (10. Woe, that Day, to those who deny.) (11. Those who deny 
the Day of Recompense.) (12. And none can deny it except every transgressor beyond bounds, 
the sinner!) (13. When Our Ayat are recited to him, he says: "Tales of the ancients!") (14. Nay! 
But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) (15. Nay! Surely, they will 
be veiled from seeing their Lord that Day.) (16. Then verily, they will indeed enter the burning 
flame of Hell.) (17. Then, it will be said to them: "This is what you used to deny!") 



The Record of the Wicked and some of what happens to Them 

Allah saystruly, 



(Nay! Truly, the Record of the wicked is in Sjjin.) meaning, that their final destination and 
their abode will be in Sjjin, which is derived from the word prison (Sjn), and here it means 
straitened circumstances. Thus, Allah expressesthe greatness of this matter, saying; 



(And what will make you know what Sjjin is) meaning, it is a great matter, an eternal prison, 
and a painful torment. Some have said that it is beneath the seventh earth. It has been 
mentioned previously in the lengthy Hadith of Al-Bara' bin ' Azib that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Allah says concerning the soul of the disbeliever, 'Record his book in Sjjin.' And Sjjin is 
beneath the seventh earth.)" it is known that the destination of the wicked people will be Hell, 
and it is the lowest of the low. For Allah says, 



(Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low. Save those who believe and do righteous 
deeds.) (95:5-6) Here Allah says, 



(Nay! Truly, the Record of the wicked is in Sjjin. And what will make you know what Sjjin is) 
and it is full of hardship and misery. Allah says, 



(And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together, they will 
exclaim therein for destruction.) (25:13) Then Allah says, 



(A Register inscribed.) This is not an explanation of Misstatement, 



(And what will make you know what Sjjin is) It is only an explanation of the destination that 
will be recorded for them, which is Sjj in. Meaning, it is inscribed, written, and completed. No 
one can add to it and no one can remove anything from it. This was said by Muhammad bin 
Ka' b Al-Qurazi. Then Allah said, 



(Woe, that Day, to those who deny.) meaning, when they come to the imprisonment, Allah 
threatened them with, on the Day of Judgement, and the disgraceful torment. The statement, 
"Woe," has already been discussed previously and there is no need to repeat it here. Basically, 
it means destruction and devastation. This is like what is said, "Woe to so-and-so." This is 
similar to what has been recorded in the Musnad and the Sunan collections on the authority of 
Bahz bin Hakim bin Mu' awiyah bin Haydah, 



(Nay! Truly, ! TrulrsA ?the Record of the wicked is in Sjjin. And what will make you know what 
Sjjin is) and it is full of hardship and misery. Allah says, 



(And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together, they will 
exclaim therein for destruction.) (25:13) Then Allah says, 



(A Register inscribed.) This is not an explanation of Misstatement, 



(And what will make you know what Sjjin is) It is only an explanation of the destination that 
will be recorded for them, which is Sjj in. Meaning, it is inscribed, written, and completed. No 
one can add to it and no one can remove anything from it. This was said by Muhammad bin 
Ka* b Al-Qurazi. Then Allah said, 



(Woe, that Day, to those who deny.) meaning, when they come to the imprisonment, Allah 
threatened them with, on the Day of Judgement, and the disgraceful torment. The statement, 
"Woe," has already been discussed previously and there is no need to repeat it here. Basically, 
it means destruction and devastation. This is like what is said, "Woe to so-and-so." This is 
similar to what has been recorded in the Musnad and the Sunan collections on the authority of 
Bahz bin Hakim bin Mu' awiyah bin Haydah, who reported from his father, who reported from 
his grandfather that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Woe unto whoever speaks, and lies in order to make the people laugh. Woe unto him, woe 
unto him.) Then Allah says, in explaining who are the wicked, disbelieving deniers, 



(Those who deny the Day of Recompense.) meaning, they do not believe it will happen, and 
they do not believe in its existence. Thus, they consider it a matter that is farfetched. Allah 
then says, 



(And none can deny it except every transgressor, sinner.) meaning, transgressive in his actions 
by doing that which is forbidden and exceeding the limits when acquiring the permissible. He is 
a sinner in his statements, because he lies whenever he speaks, he breaks his promises 
whenever he makes them, and he behaves in an abusive and wicked manner whenever he 
argues. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(When Our Ayat are recited to him, he says: "Tales of the ancients!") meaning, whenever he 
hears the Words of Allah from the Messenger , he denies it and has ill thoughts about it. Thus, 
he believes that it is a collection gathered from the books of the ancients. This is as Allah says, 



(And when it is said to them: "What is it that your Lord has sent down" They say: "Tales of the 
men of old!") (16:24) Similarly Allah says, 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down: and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") (25:5) Then Allah continues saying, 



(Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) meaning, the matter is 
not as they claim, nor as they say: "Verily, this Qur'an is tales of the ancients." Rather, it is the 
Word of Allah, His inspiration and His revelation to His Messenger . The only thing that blocked 
their hearts from believing in it is the dark covering cast over it from the many sins and wrong 
they committed that has covered up their hearts. Thus, Allah says, 



(Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) This dark covering 
known as Rayn overcomes the hearts of the disbelievers, the covering of Ghaym is for the 
righteous, and the covering of Ghayn is for those who are near to Allah. Ibn Jarir, At-Tirmidhi, 
An-Nisa'i, and Ibn Majah all recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 



u 



uA ay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) meaning, the matter 
is not as they claim, nor as they say: "Verily, thisQur'an is tales of the ancients." Rather, it is 
the Word of Allah, His inspiration and His revelation to His Messenger . The only thing that 
blocked their hearts from believing in it is the dark covering cast over it from the many sins 
and wrong they committed that has covered up their hearts. Thus, Allah says, uuA?"What is it 
that your Lord has sent down" They say: "Tales of the men of old!") (16:24) Similarly Allah says, 



(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down: and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon.") (25:5) Then Allah continues saying, 



(Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) meaning, the matter is 
not as they claim, nor as they say: "Verily, this Qur'an is tales of the ancients." Rather, it is the 
Word of Allah, His inspiration and His revelation to His Messenger . The only thing that blocked 
their hearts from believing in it is the dark covering cast over it from the many sins and wrong 
they committed that has covered up their hearts. Thus, Allah says, 



(Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) This dark covering 
known as Rayn overcomes the hearts of the disbelievers, the covering of Ghaym is for the 
righteous, and the covering of Ghayn is for those who are near to Allah. Ibn Jarir, At-Tirmidhi, 
An-Nisa'i, and Ibn Majah all recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, when the servant commits a sin, a black spot appears in his heart. If he repents from 
it, his heart is polished clean. However, if he increases (in the sin), the spot will continue to 
increase. That is the statement of Allah: ((Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which 
they used to earn.)) At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." The wording of An-Nasa'i says, 



» 



« 

(Whenever the servant commits a wrong, a black spot is put in his heart. So, if he refrains from 
it, seeks forgiveness and repents, his heart is polished clean. But if he returns to the sin, the 
spot will increase until it overcomes his (entire) heart, and this is the Ran that Allah mentions 
when He says: (Nay, but on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which they used to earn.)) 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Nay! Surely, they will be veiled from seeing their Lord that Day.) meaning, they will have a 
place on the Day of Judgement, and lodging in Sjjin. Along with this they will be veiled from 
seeing their Lord and Creator on the Day of Judgement. Imam Abu 'Abdullah Ash-ShafTi said, 
"In this Ayah is a proof that the believers will see Him (Allah), the Mighty and Sublime, on that 
Day." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then verily, they will indeed enter the burning flame of Hell.) meaning, along with this being 
prevented from seeing the Most Gracious, they will also be among the people of the Fire. 



(Then, it will be said to them: "This is what you used to deny!") (83:17) meaning, this will be 
said to them by way of scolding, rebuking, belittling, and humi- Nation. 



(18. Nay! Verily, the Record of Al-Abrar (the righteous believers) is (preserved) in "III iyyin.) 
(19. And what will make you know what " llliyyin is) (20. A Register inscribed,) (21. To which 
bear witness those nearest.) (22. Verily, Al-Abrar (the righteous believers) will be in Delight.) 
(23. On thrones, looking.) (24. You will recognize in their faces the brightness of delight). (25. 
They will be given to drink of pure sealed Rahiq.) (26. Sealed with musk, and for this let those 
strive who want to strive.) (27. It will be mixed with Tasnim:) (28. A spring whereof drink those 
nearest to Allah.) 



The Record Book of the Righteous and Their Reward 

Allah saysthat truly, 



(Verily, the Record of Al-Abrar (the righteous believers)) These people are in a situation that is 
the opposite of the wicked people. 



(is in " llliyyin.) meaning, their final destination is ' llliyyin, which is the opposite of Sjjin. It 
has been reported from Hilal bin Yasaf that Ibn "Abbas asked Ka" b about Sjjin while he was 
present, and Ka" b said, "It is the seventh earth and in it are the souls of the disbelievers." Then 
Ibn "Abbas asked him about " llliyyin, so he said, "It is the seventh heaven and it contains the 
souls of the believers." This statement - that it is the seventh heaven - has been said by 
others as well. "AN bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said concerning Allah's statement, 



(Nay! Verily, the Record of Al-Abrar (the righteous believers) is in llliyyin.) "This means 
Paradise." Others besides him have said, "" lliyyin is located at Sdrat Al-Muntaha." The obvious 
meaning is that the word ' llliyyin is taken from the word * Uluw, which means highness. The 
more something ascends and rises, the more it becomes greater and increases. Thus, Allah 
magnifies its affair and extols its matter by saying, 



(And what will make you know what ' llliyyin is) Then He says by way of affirming what will be 
written for them, 



(A Register inscribed. To which bear witness those nearest.) They are the angels. This was 
stated by Qatadah. Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Those nearest to Allah in 
each heaven will witness it." Then Allah says, 



(Verily, Al-Abrar (the righteuos believers) will be in Delight.) meaning, on the Day of 
Judgement they will be in eternal pleasure and gardensthat contain comprehensive bounties. 



(On thrones,) These are thrones beneath canopies from which they will be gazing. It has been 
said, "This means that they will be gazing at their kingdom and what Allah has given them of 
good and bountiesthat will not end or perish. It has also been said, 



(On thrones, looking.) "This means that they will be looking at Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. 
This isthe opposite of what those wicked people have been described with, 



(Nay! Surely, they (evildoers) will be veiled from seeing their Lord that Day.) (83:15) Thus, it 
has been mentioned that these (righteous people) will be allowed to look at Allah while they 
are upon their thrones and elevated couches. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(You will recognize in their faces the brightness of delight.) meaning, * you will notice a glow of 
delight in their faces when you look at them.' This is a description of opulence, decorum, 
happiness, composure, and authority that they will be experiencing from this great delight. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(They will be given to drink of pure sealed Rahiq.) meaning, they will be given drink from the 
wine of Paradise. Ar-Rahiq is one of the names of the wine (in Paradise). Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd all said this. Ibn Mas' ud said concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(Sealed with musk,) "This means it will be mixed with musk." Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 
'Abbas that he said, "Allah will make the wine have a pleasant aroma for them, so the last 
thing that He will place in it will be musk. Thus, it will be sealed with musk." Qatadah and Ad- 
Dahhak both said the same. Then Allah says, 



(and for this let (all) those strive who want to strive.) meaning, for a situation like this, let the 
boasters boast, compete, and strive to gain more. Let the competitors compete and race 
toward the likes of this. This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(For the like of this let the workers work.) (37:61) Allah then says, 



(It will be mixed with Tasnim.) meaning, this wine that is being described is mixed with 
Tasnim. This refers to a drink called Tasnim, and it is the most excellent and exalted drink of 
the people of Paradise. This was said by Abu Salih and Ad-Dahhak. Thus, Allah says, 



(A spring whereof drink those nearest to Allah.) (83:28) meaning, those who are near to Allah, 
will drink from it as they wish, and the companions of the right hand will be given a drink that 
is mixed with it. This has been said by Ibn Mas' ud, Ibn " Abbas, Masruq, Qatadah and others. 



(29. Verily, those who committed crimes used to laugh at those who believed.) (30. And, 
whenever they passed by them, used to wink one to another.) (31. And when they returned to 
their own people, they would return jesting;) (32. And when they saw them, they said: "Verily, 
these have indeed gone astray!") (33. But they were not sent as watchers over them.) (34. But 
this Day those who believe will laugh at the disbelievers) (35. On thrones, looking.) (36. Are not 
the disbelievers paid for what they used to do) 



The Wicked Behavior of the Criminals and Their mocking of the 

Believers 

Allah informs that the criminals used to laugh at the believers in the worldly life. In other 
words, they would mock them and despise them. Whenever they would pass by the believers, 
they would wink at each other about them, meaning in contempt of them. 



(And when they returned to their own people, they would return jesting.) meaning, when these 
criminals turn back, or return to their homes, they go back pleased. This means that whatever 
they request, they find it. Yet, with this, they still are not grateful for Allah's favor upon them. 
Rather they busy themselves with despising and envying the believers. 



(And when they saw them, they said: "Verily, these have indeed gone astray!") meaning, 
* because they are upon a religion other than their own religion.' Allah then says, 



(But they were not sent as watchers over them.) meaning, these criminals have not been sent 
as guardians over the deeds and statements of these believers. These wrongdoers have not 
been made responsible for them. So, why are they so concerned with them, and why have they 
made them the focus of their attention This is as Allah says, 



(He (Allah) will say: "Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!" Verily there 
was a party of My servants, who used to say: "Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us, and have 
mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show mercy!" But you took them for a laughing 
stock, so much so that they made you forget My remembrance while you used to laugh at them! 
Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience: they are indeed the ones that are 
successful.) (23:108-111) Thus, Allah says here, 



(But this Day) meaning, the Day of Judgement. 



(those who believe will laugh at the disbelievers) meaning, as retribution for how those people 
laughed at them. 



(On thrones, looking.) meaning, looking at Allah as reward for bearing the false claims against 
them that they were misguided. They were not misguided at all. Rather they were the close 
Awliya' of Allah, who will be looking at their Lord in the place of His honor. Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Are not the disbelievers paid for what they used to do) meaning, 'will the disbelievers be 
recompensed for their mockery and belittlement against the believers, or not' This means that 
they surely will be paid in full, completely and perfectly (for their behavior). This is the end of 
the Tafsir of Surat Al-Mutaffifin, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-lnshiqaq 

(Chapter - 84) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 

is reported from Abu Salamah that while leading them in prayer, Abu Hurayrah recited, 



(When the heaven is split asunder.) and he prostrated during its recitation. Then when he 
completed the prayer, he informed them that the Messenger of Allah prostrated during its 
recitation. This was recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i on the authority of Malik. Al-Bukhari 
recorded from Abu RafT that he prayed the Night prayer with Abu Hurayrah) recited, 



(When the heaven is split asunder.) then he prostrated. So Abu RafT said something to him 
about it (questioning it). Abu Hurayrah replied, "I prostrated behind Abul-Qasim (the Prophet ), 
and I will never cease prostrating during its recitation until I meet him." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When the heaven is split asunder,) (2. And listens to and obeys its Lord -- and it must do 
so.) (3. And when the earth is stretched forth,) (4. And has cast out all that was in it and 
became empty.) (5. And listens to and obeys its Lord -- and it must do so.) (6. man! Verily, 
you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds and actions, a sure returning, and you will 
meet.) (7. Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand,) (8. He surely will 
receive an easy reckoning,) (9. And will return to his family Masrur (in joy)!) (10. But 
whosoever is given his Record behind his back,) (11. He will invoke destruction,) (12. And he 
shall enter a blazing Fire, and made to taste its burning.) (13. Verily, he was among his people 
in joy!) (14. Verily, he thought that he would never return!) (15. Yes! Verily, his Lord has been 
ever beholding him!) 



Splitting the Heavens asunder and stretching the Earth forth on the 

Day of Resurrection 



Allah says, 



(When the heaven is split asunder,) This refersto the Day of Judgement. 



(And listens to and obeys its Lord) meaning, it listens to its Lord and obeys His command to 
split apart. This will occur on the Day of Judgement. 



(and it must do so.) meaning, it is right for it to obey the command of its Lord, because it is 
great and cannot be rejected, nor overcome. Rather it overpowers everything and everything is 
submissive to it. Then Allah says, 



(And when the earth is stretched forth,) meaning, when the earth is expanded, spread out and 
extended. Then He says, 



(And has cast out all that was in it and became empty.) meaning, it throws out the dead inside 
of it, and it empties itself of them. This was said by Mujahid, Sa' id, and Qatadah. 



(And listens to and obeys its Lord, and it must do so.) The explanation of this is the same as 
what has preceded. 



The Recompense for Deeds is True 

Allah says, 



(0 man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds and actions, a sure 
returning,) meaning, 'verily you are hastening to your Lord and working deeds.' 



(and you will meet.) ' Then you will meet that which you did of good or evil.' A proof for this is 
what Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded from Jabir, that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



( ) 



« 



(Jibril said, "0 Muhammad! Live how you wish, for verily you will die; love what you wish, for 
verily you will part with it; and do what you wish, for verily you will meet it (your deed).) 
There are some people who refer the pronoun back to the statement "your Lord." Thus, they 
hold the Ayah to mean, "and you will meet your Lord." This means that He will reward you for 
your work, and pay you for your efforts. Therefore, both of these two views are connected. Al- 
* Awfi recorded from Ibn ' Abbasthat he said explaining, 



(0 man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds and actions, a sure 
returning,) "Whatever deed you do, you will meet Allah with it, whether it is good or bad." 



The Presentation and the Discussion that will take place during the 

Reckoning 

Then Allah says, 



(Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand, he surely, will receive an easy 
reckoning,) (84:7-8) meaning, easy without any difficulty. This means that he will not be 
investigated for all the minute details of his deeds. For verily, whoever is reckoned like that, 
he will certainly be destroyed. Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Aishah that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(Whoever is interrogated during the reckoning, then he will be punished.) " Aishah then said, 
"But didn't Allah say, 



(He surely will receive an easy reckoning,)" The Prophet replied, 

» 

« 

(That is not during to the Reckoning, rather it is referring to the presentation. Whoever is 
interrogated during the Reckoning on the Day of Judgement, then he will be punished.) This 
Hadith has also been recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir. In 
reference to Allah's statement, 



(And will return to his family Masrur!) This means that he will return to his family in Paradise. 
This was said by Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. They also said, "Masrur means happy and delighted by 
what Allah has given him." Allah said; 



(But whosoever is given his Record behind his back,) meaning, he will be given his Book in his 
left hand, behind his back, while his hand is bent behind him. 



(He will invoke destruction,) meaning, loss and destruction. 



(And he shall enter a blazing Fire, and made to taste its burning. Verily, he was among his 
people in joy!) meaning, happy. He did not think about the consequences, nor feared what 
(future) was in front of him. His light happiness will be followed by long grief. 



(Verily, he thought that he would never return!) meaning, he used to believe that he would not 
return to Allah, nor would Allah bring him back (to life) after his death. This was said by Ibn 
" Abbas, Qatadah and others. Allah then says, 



(Yes! Verily, his Lord has been ever beholding him!) meaning, certainly Allah will repeat his 
creation just as he began his creation, and He will reward him based upon his deeds, whether 
they were good or bad. He was ever watchful of him, meaning All-Knowing and All-Aware. 



(16. But no! I swear by Ash-Shafaq;) (17. And the night and what it Wasaqa,) (18. And the moon 
when it Ittasaq.) (19. You shall certainly travel from stage to stage.) (20. What is the matter 
with them, that they believe not) (21. And when the Qur'an is recited to them, they fall not 
prostrate.) (22. Nay, those who disbelieve deny.) (23. And Allah knows best what they gather,) 
(24. 3d, announce to them a painful torment.) (25. Save those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds, for them is a reward that will never come to an end.) 



Swearing by the Various Stages of Man's Journey 

It has been reported from 'AM, Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ubadah bin As-Samit, Abu Hurayrah, Shaddad bin 
Aws, Ibn ' Umar, Muhammad bin 'AM bin Al-Husayn, Makhul, Bakr bin 'Abdullah Al-Muzani, 
Bukayr bin Al-Ashaj, Malik, Ibn Abi Dhi'b, and 'Abdul-' Aziz bin Abi Salamah Al-Majishun, they 
all said, "Ash-Shafaq is the redness (in the sky).' Abdur-Razzaq recorded from Abu Hurayrah 
that he said, "Ash-Shafaq is the whiteness." So Ash-Shafaq is the redness of the horizon, either 
before sunset, as Mujahid said or after sunset, as is well known with the scholars of the Arabic 
Language. Al-Khalil bin Ahmad said, "Ash-Shafaq is the redness that appears from the setting of 
sun until the time of the last ' Isha' (when it is completely dark). When that redness goes away, 
it is said, 'Ash-Shafaq has disappeared.'" Al-Jawhari said, "Ash-Shafaq is the remaining Mght of 
the sun and its redness at the beginning of the night until it is close to actual nighttime 
(darkness)." ' Ikrimah made a similar statement when he said, "Ash-Shafaq is that what is 
between Al-Maghrib and Ai-' Isha'." In the Sahih of Muslim, it is recorded from 'Abdullah bin 
' Amr that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(The time of Al-Maghrib is as long as Ash-Shafaq has not disappeared.)" In all of this, there is a 
proof that Ash-Shafaq is as Al-Jawhari and Al-Khalil have said. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan 
and Qatadah, all said that, 



(and what it Wasaqa) means "What it gathers." Qatadah said, "The stars and animals it gathers." 
' Ikrimah said, 



(And by the night and what it Wasaqa,) "What it drives into due to its darkness, because when 
it is nighttime everything goesto its home." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And by the moon when it Ittasaqa.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "When it comes together and becomes 
complete." Al-Hasan said, "When it comes together and becomes full." Qatadah said, "When it 
completes its cycle." These statements refer to its light when it is completed and becomes full, 
asthe idea was initiated with "The night and what it gathers." Allah said, 



(You shall certainly travel from stage to stage.) Al-Bukhari recorded from Mujahid that Ibn 
' Abbas said, 



(You shall certainly travel from stage to stage.) "9 age after stage. Your Prophet has said this." 
Al-Bukhari recorded this statement with this wording. " Ikrimah said, 



(From stage to stage.) "Stage after stage. Weaned after he was breast feeding, and an old man 
after he was a young man." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 



(From stage to stage.) "Stage after stage. Ease after difficulty, difficulty after ease, wealth 
after poverty, poverty after wealth, health after sickness, and sickness after health." 



The Disapproval of Their Lack of Faith, giving Them Tidings of the 
Torment, and that the Ultimate Pleasure will be for the Believers 

Allah said, 



(What is the matter with them, that they believe not And when the Qur'an is recited to them, 
they fall not prostrate.) meaning, what prevents them from believing in Allah, His Messenger 
and the Last Day, and what is wrong with them that when Allah's Ayat and His Words are 
recited to them they do not prostrate due to awe, respect and reverence Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Nay, those who disbelieve deny.) meaning, from their mannerism is rejection, obstinacy, and 
opposition to the truth. 



(And Allah knows best what they gather,) Mujahid and Qatadah both said, "What they conceal 
in their chests." 



(So, announce to them a painful torment.) meaning, * inform them, Muhammad, that Allah 
has prepared for them a painful torment.' Then Allah says, 



(Save those who believe and do righteous good deeds,) This is a clear exception meaning, " but 
those who believe.' This refers to those who believe in their hearts. Then the statement, "and 
do righteous good deeds," is referring to that which they do with their limbs. 



(for them is a reward) meaning, in the abode of the Hereafter. 



(that will never come to an end.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Without being decreased." Mujahid and Ad- 
Dahhak both said, "Without measure." The result of their statements is that it (the reward) is 
without end. This is as Allah says, 



(A gift without an end.) (11:108) As-Suddi said, "Some of them have said that this means 
without end and without decrease." This is the end of theTafsir of Surat Al-lnshiqaq. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah, and He isthe giver of success and freedom from error. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Buruj 

(Chapter - 85) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the heaven holding the Buruj.) (2. And by by the Promised Day.) (3. And by the Witness 
and by the Witnessed.) (4. Cursed were the People of the Ditch.) (5. Of fire fed with fuel.) (6. 
When they sat by it.) (7. And they witnessed what they were doing against the believers.) (8. 
And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise!) 
(9. To Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth! And Allah is Witness over 
everything.) (10. Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and believing women, and 
then do not turn in repentance, then they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the 
punishment of the burning Fire.) 

The Interpretation of the Word Buruj Allah swears by the heaven 

and its Buruj. 

The Buruj are the giant stars, as Allah says, 



(Blessed is He Who has placed in the heaven Buruj, and has placed therein a great lamp (the 
sun), and a moon giving light.) (25:61) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
As-Suddi, all said, "Al-Buruj are the stars." Al-Minhal bin " Amr said, 



(By the heaven holding the Buruj.) "The beautiful creation." Ibn Jarir chose the view that it 
means the positions of the sun and the moon, which are twelve Buruj. The sun travels through 
each one of these "Burj" (singular of Buruj) in one month. The moon travels through each one 
of these Burj in two-and-a-third days, which makes a total of twenty-eight positions, and it is 
hidden for two nights. 



The Explanation of the Promised Day and the Witness and the 

Witnessed 



Allah says, 



(And by the Promised Day. And by the Witness, and by the Witnessed.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« 

(And by the Promised Day.)( This refers to the Day of Judgement. (And by the Witness.) This 
refers to Friday, and the sun does not rise or set on a day that is better than Friday. During it 
there is an hour that no Muslim servant catches while asking Allah from some good except that 
Allah will give it to him. He does not seek refuge from any evil in it except that Allah will 



protect him. (And by the Witnessed.)( This refers to the day of ' Araf ah (in Hajj).) Ibn 
Khuzaymah also recorded the same Hadith. It has also been recorded as a statement of Abu 
Hurayrah and it is similar (to this Hadith). 



The Oppression of the People of the Ditch against the Muslims 

Concerning 

Allah's statement, 



(Cursed were (Qutila) the People of the Ditch (Ukhdud).) meaning, the companions of the 
Ukhdud were cursed. The plural of Ukhdud is Akhadid, which means ditches in the ground. This 
is information about a group of people who were among the disbelievers. They went after 
those among them who believed in Allah and they attempted to force them to give up their 
religion. However, the believers refused to recant, so they dug a ditch for them in the ground. 
Then they lit a fire in it and prepared some fuel for it in order to keep it ablaze. Then they 
tried to convince them (the believers) to apostate from their religion (again), but they still 
refused them. & they threw them into the fire. Thus, Allah says, 



(Cursed were the People of the Ditch. Of fire fed with fuel. When they sat by it. And they 
witnessed what they were doing against the believers.) meaning, they were witnesses to what 
was done to these believers. Allah said, 



(And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise!) 
meaning, they did not commit any sin according to these people, except for their faith in Allah 
the Almighty, Who does not treat unjustly those who desire to be with Him. He is the Most 
Mighty and Most Praiseworthy in all of His statements, actions, legislation, and decrees. He 
decreed what happened to these servants of His at the hands of the disbelievers- and He is the 
Most Mighty, the Most Praiseworthy - even though the reason for this decree is unknown to 
many people. Then Allah says, 



(To Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth!) Among His perfect Attributes is 
that He is the Owner of all of the heavens, the earth, whatever is in them, and whatever is 
between them. 



(And Allah is Witness over everything.) meaning, nothing is concealed from Him in all of the 
heavens and the earth, nor is anything hidden from Him. 



The Story of the Sorcerer, the Monk, the Boy and Those Who were 

forced to enter the Ditch 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Suhayb that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



(Among the people who came before you, there was a king who had a sorcerer, and when that 
sorcerer became old, he said to the king, "I have become old and my time is nearly over, so 
please send me a boy whom I can teach magic." So, he sent him a boy and the sorcerer taught 
him magic. Whenever the boy went to the sorcerer, he sat with a monk who was on the way 
and listened to his speech and admired them. So, when he went to the sorcerer, he passed by 
the monk and sat there with him; and on visiting the sorcerer the latter would thrash him. So, 
the boy complained about this to the monk. The monk said to him, "Whenever you are afraid of 
the sorcerer, say to him: 'My people kept me busy.' And whenever you are afraid of your 
people, say to them: 'The sorcerer kept me busy.'" So the boy carried on like that (for some 
time). Then a huge terrible creature appeared on the road and the people were unable to pass 
by. The boy said, "Today I shall know whether the sorcerer is better or the monk is better." So, 
he took a stone and said, "0 Allah! If the deeds and actions of the monk are liked by You better 
than those of the sorcerer, then kill this creature so that the people can cross (the road)." Then 
he struck it with a stone killing it and the people passed by on the road. 



The boy came to the monk and informed him about it. The monk said to him, "0 my son! Today 
you are better than I, and you have achieved what I see! You will be put to trial. And in case 
you are put to trial, do not inform (them) about me." The boy used to treat the people 
suffering from congenital blindness, leprosy, and other diseases. There was a courtier of the 
king who had become blind and he heard about the boy. He came and brought a number of 
gifts for the boy and said, "All these gifts are for you on the condition that you cure me." The 
boy said, "I do not cure anybody; it is only Allah who cures people. So, if you believe in Allah 
and supplicate to Him, He will cure you." So, he believed in and supplicated to Allah, and Allah 
cured him. 



Later, the courtier came to the king and sat at the place where he used to sit before. The king 
said, "Who gave you back your sight" The courtier replied, "My Lord." The king then said, "I did" 
The courtier said, "No, my Lord and your Lord - Allah" The king said, "Do you have another Lord 
beside me" The courtier said, "Yes, your Lord and my Lord is Allah." The king tortured him and 
did not stop until he told him about the boy. So, the boy was brought to the king and he said to 
him, "O boy! Has your magic reached to the extent that you cure congenital blindness, leprosy 
and other diseases" He said, "I do not cure anyone. Only Allah can cure." The king said, "Me" 
The boy replied, "No." The king asked, "Do you have another Lord besides me" The boy 
answered, "My Lord and your Lord is Allah." 3d, he tortured him also until he told about the 
monk. Then the monk was brought to him and the king said to him, "Abandon your religion." 
The monk refused and so the king ordered a saw to be brought which was placed in the middle 
of his head and he fell, sawn in two. Then it was said to the man who used to be blind, 
"Abandon your religion." He refused to do so, and so a saw was brought and placed in the 
middle of his head and he fell, sawn in two. Then the boy was brought and it was said to him, 
"Abandon your religion." He refused and so the king sent him to the top of such and such 
mountain with some people. He told the people, "Ascend up the mountain with him till you 
reach its peak, then see if he abandons his religion; otherwise throw him from the top." They 
took him and when they ascended to the top, he said, "0 Allah! Save me from them by any 
means that You wish." So, the mountain shook and they all fell down and the boy came back 
walking to the king. The king said, "What did your companions (the people I sent with you) do" 
The boy said, "Allah saved me from them." So, the king ordered some people to take the boy on 
a boat to the middle of the sea, saying, "If he renounces his religion (well and good), but if he 
refuses, drown him." So, they took him out to sea and he said, "0 Allah! Save me from them by 
any means that you wish." So they were all drowned in the sea. 



« : 

Then the boy returned to the king and the king said, "What did your companions do" The boy 
replied, "Allah, saved me from them." Then he said to the king, "You will not be able to kill me 
until you do as I order you. And if you do as I order you, you will be able to kill me." The king 
asked, "And what is that" The boy said, "Gather the people in one elevated place and tie me to 
the trunk of a tree; then take an arrow from my quiver and say: " In the Name of Allah, the 
Lord of the boy.' If you do this, you will be able to kill me." So he did this, and placing an arrow 
in the bow, he shot it, saying, "In the Name of Allah, the Lord of the boy." The arrow hit the 
boy in the temple, and the boy placed his hand over the arrow wound and died. The people 
proclaimed, "We believe in the Lord of the boy!" Then it was said to the king, "Do you see what 
has happened That which you feared has taken place. By Allah, all the people have believed (in 
the Lord of the boy)." So he ordered that ditches be dug at the entrances to the roads and it 
was done, and fires were kindled in them. Then the king said, "Whoever abandons his religion, 
let him go, and whoever does not, throw him into the fire." They were struggling and scuffling 
in the fire, until a woman and her baby whom she was breast feeding came and it was as if she 
was being somewhat hesitant of falling into the fire, so her baby said to her, "Be patient 
mother! For verily, you are following the truth!") Muslim also recorded this Hadith at the end of 
the Sahih. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar related this story in his book of Srah in another way 
that has some differences from that which has just been related. Then, after Ibn Ishaq 
explained that the people of Najran began following the religion of the boy after his murder, 
which was the religion of Christianity, he said, "Then (the king) Dhu Nuwas came to them with 
his army and called them to Judaism. He gave them a choice to either accept Judaism or be 
killed, so they chose death. Thus, he had a ditch dug and burned (some of them) in the fire (in 
the ditch), while others he killed with the sword. He made an example of them (by 
slaughtering them) until he had killed almost twenty thousand of them. It was about Dhu Nuwas 
and his army that Allah revealed to His Messenger : 



(Cursed were the People of the Ditch. Of fire fed with fuel. When they sat by it. And they 
witnessed what they were doing against the believers. And they had no fault except that they 
believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise! To Whom belongs the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth! And Allah is Witness over everything.) (85:4-9)" This is what Muhammad 
bin Ishaq said in his book of Srah -- that the one who killed the People of the Ditch was Dhu 
Nuwas, and his name was Zuf ah. In the time of his kingdom he was called Yusuf. He was the 
son of Tuban As' ad Abi Karib, who was the Tubba' who invaded Al-Madinah and put the 



covering over the Ka' bah. He kept two rabbis with him from the Jews of Al- Mad in ah. After this 
some of the people of Yemen accepted Judaism at the hands of these two rabbis, as Ibn Ishaq 
mentions at length. So Dhu Nuwas killed twenty thousand people in one morning in the Ditch. 
Only one man among them escaped. He was known as Daws Dhu Tha' laban. He escaped on a 
horse and they set out after him, but they were unable to catch him. He went to Caesar, the 
emperor of Ash-Sham. So, Caesar wrote to An-Najashi, the King of Abyssinia. So, he sent with 
him an army of Abyssinian Christians, who were lead by Aryat and Abrahah. They rescued 
Yemen from the hands of the Jews. Dhu Nuwas tried to flee but eventually fell into the sea and 
drowned. After this, the kingdom of Abyssinia remained under Christian power for seventy 
years. Then the power was divested from the Christians by Sayf bin Dhi Yazin Al-Himyari when 
Kisra, the king of Persia sent an army there (to Yemen). He (the king) sent with him (Sayf Al- 
Himyari) those people who were in the prisons, and they were close to seven hundred in 
number. So, he (Sayf Al-Himyari) conquered Yemen with them and returned the kingdom back 
to the people of Himyar (Yemenis). We will mention a portion of this- if Allah wills-- when we 
discuss the Tafsir of the Surah: 



(Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Owners of the Elephant) (105:1) 

The Punishment of the People of the Ditch 

Allah said, 



(Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and believing women,) meaning, they 
burned (them). Thiswassaid by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, and Ibn Abza. 



(and then do not turn in repentance,) meaning, 'they do not cease from what they are doing, 
and do not regret what they had done before.' 



(then they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the punishment of the burning 
Fire.) This is because the recompense is based upon the type of deed performed. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said, "Look at this generosity and kindness. These people killed Allah's Awliya' and He still 
invitesthem to make repentance and seek forgiveness." 



(11. Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them will be Gardens under 
which rivers flow. That is the supreme success.) (12. Verily, the punishment of your Lord is 
severe and painful.) (13. Verily, He it is Who begins and repeats.) (14. And He is Oft-Forgiving, 
Al-Wadud.) (15. Owner of the Throne, Al-Majid (the Glorious).) (16. Doer of what He intends.) 
(17. Has the story reached you of the hosts.) (18. Of Fir' awn and Thamud) (19. Nay! The 
disbelievers (persisted) in denying.) (20. And Allah encompasses them from behind!) (21. Nay! 
This is a Glorious Qur'an,) (22. In Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz!) 



The Reward of the Righteous, and the Harsh Seizing of the 
Disbelieving Enemies of Allah 



Allah informs about His believing servants that 



(for them will be Gardens under which rivers flow.) This is the opposite of what he has 
prepared for His enemies of Fire and Hell. Thus, He says, 



(That is the supreme success.) Then Allah says, 



(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful.) meaning, indeed His punishment 
and His vengeance upon His enemies, who have rejected His Messengers, and opposed His 
command, is severe, great and strong. For verily, He is the Owner of power, Most Strong. He is 
the One that whatever He wants, then it will be however He wants it to be, in the matter of a 
blinking of an eye, or even swifter. Thus, Allah says, 



(Verily, He it is Who begins and repeats.) meaning, from His perfect strength and power is that 
He beginsthe creation, and He repeats it just as He began it, without opposition or resistance. 



(And He is Oft-Forgiving, Al-Wadud.) meaning, He forgives the sin of whoever repents to Him 
and humbles himself before Him, no matter what the sin may be. Ibn 'Abbas and others have 
said about the name Al-Wadud, "It means Al-Habib (the Loving)." 



(Owner of the Throne,) meaning, the Owner of the Mighty Throne that is above all of the 
creation. Then He says, 



(Al-Maj id (the Glorious).) This word has been recited in two different ways: either with a 
Dhammah over its last letter (Al-Maj idu), which is an attribute of the Lord, or with a Kasrah 
under its last letter (Al-Maj id), which is a description of the Throne. Nevertheless, both 
meanings are correct. 



(Doer of what He intends.) meaning, whatever He wants He does it, and there is no one who 
can counter His ruling. He is not asked about what He does due to His greatness, His power, His 
wisdom and His justice. This is as we have related previously from Abu Bakr As-9ddiq, that it 
was said to him during the illness of (his) death, "Has a doctor seen you" He replied, "Yes." They 
said, "What did he say to you" He replied, "He said, 'I am the Doer of whatever I intend.'" 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Has the story reached you of the hosts. Of Fif awn and Thamud) meaning, has the news 
reached you of what Allah caused to befall them of torment, and that He sent down upon them 
the punishment that no one was able to ward off from them This is the affirmation of His 
statement, 



(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful.) meaning, when He seizes the 
wrongdoer, He seizes him with a severe and painful punishment. It is the seizing punishment of 
One Most Mighty, and Most Powerful. Then Allah says, 



(Nay! The disbelievers (persisted) in denying.) meaning, they are in doubt, suspicion, disbelief 
and rebellion. 



(And Allah encompasses them from behind!) meaning, He has power over them, and is able to 
compel them. They cannot escape Him or evade Him. 



(Nay! This is a Glorious Qur'an.) meaning, magnificent and noble. 



(In Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz!) meaning, among the most high gathering, guarded from any increase, 
decrease, distortion, or change. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Buruj, and all praise 
and blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Tariq 

(Chapter - 86) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat At-Tariq 

An-Nasa'i recorded that Jabir said, "Mu' adh lead the Maghrib prayer and he recited Al-Baqarah 
and An-Nisa'. So the Prophet said, 

» 



« 

(Are you putting the people to trial Mu' adh! Was it not sufficient for you to recite As-Sama'i 
wat-Tariq, and Ash-Shamsi wa Duhaha, and something like them) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the heaven, and At-Tariq;) (2. And what will make you to know what At-Tariq is) (3. The 
star, Ath-Thaqib.) (4. There is no human being but has a protector over him.) (5. 3d, let man 
see from what he is created!) (6. He is created from a water gushing forth,) (7. Proceeding 
from between the backbone and the ribs.) (8. Verily, He is Able to bring him back!) (9. The Day 
when all the secrets will be examined.) (10. Then he will have no power, nor any helper.) 



Swearing by the Existence of Humanity surrounded by the 
Organized 9ystem of Allah 

Allah swears by the heaven and what He has placed in it of radiant stars. Thus, He says, 



(By the heaven, and At-Tariq;) Then He says, 



(And what will make you to know what At-Tariq is) Then He explains it by His saying, 



(The star of Ath-Thaqib.) Qatadah and others have said, "The star has been named Tariq 
because it is only seen at night and it is hidden during the day." His view is supported by what 



has been mentioned in the authentic Hadith that prohibits a man to come to his family Taruq. 
This meansthat he comesto them unexpectedly at nighttime. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Ath-Thaqib.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "The illuminating." ' Ikrimah said, "It is illuminating and it burns 
the Shaytan" Then Allah says, 



(There is no human being but has a protector over him.) meaning, every soul has a guardian 
over it from Allah that protects it from the calamities. This is as Allah says, 



(For Him, there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by the 
command of Allah.) (13:11) 



How Man is created is a Proof of Allah's Ability to Return Him to 

Him 

Allah says, 



(So, let man see from what he is created!) This is alerting man to the weakness of his origin 
from which he was created. The intent of it is to guide man to accept (the reality of) the 
Hereafter, because whoever is able to begin the creation then he is also able to repeat it in the 
same way. This is as Allah says, 



(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him. 
(30:27) Then Allah says, 



(He is created from a water gushing forth.) meaning, the sexual fluid that comes out bursting 
forth from the man and the woman. Thus, the child is produced from both of them by the 
permission of Allah. Due to this Allah says, 



(Proceeding from between the backbone and the ribs.) meaning, the backbone (or loins) of the 
man and the ribs of the woman, which is referring to her chest. Shabib bin Bishr reported from 
* Ikrimah who narrated from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 



(Proceeding from between the backbone and the ribs.) "The backbone of the man and the ribs 
of the woman. It (the fluid) is yellow and fine in texture. The child will not be born except 
from both of them (i.e., their sexual fluids)." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, He is Able to bring him back (to life)!) This means that He is able to return this man 
that is created from fluid gushed forth. In other words, He is able to repeat his creation and 
resurrect him to the final abode. This is clearly possible, because whoever is able to begin the 
creation then he surely is able to repeat it. Indeed Allah has mentioned this proof in more than 
one place in the Qur'an. 



On the Day of Judgement, Man will have no Power or Assistance 

In this regard Allah says, 



(The Day when all the secrets will be examined.) meaning, on the Day of Judgement the 
secrets will be tested. This means that they will be exposed and made manifest. Thus, the 
secret will be made open and that which is concealed will be well known. It is confirmed in the 
Two Sahihson the authority of Ibn " Umar that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Every betrayer will have a flag raised for him behind his back, and it will be said, 'This is the 
betrayal of so-and-so, the son of so-and-so.') Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then he will have no) meaning, man on the Day of Judgement. 



(any power) meaning, within himself. 



(nor any helper.) meaning, from other than himself. This statement means that he will not be 
able to save himself from the torment of Allah, and nor will anyone else be able to save him. 



(11. By the sky which gives rain, again and again.) (12. And the earth which splits.) (13. Verily, 
this is the Word that separates.) (14. And it is not a thing for amusement.) (15. Verily, they are 
but plotting a plot.) (16. And I am planning a plan.) (17. So, give a respite to the disbelievers; 
deal gently with them for a while.) 



Swearing to the Truthfulness of the Qur'an and the Failure of Those 

Who oppose it 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "Ar-raf means rain." It has also been narrated from him that he said, "It 
meansthe cloudsthat contain rain." He also said, 



(By the sky (having rain clouds) which gives rain, again and again.) "This means that it rains and 
then it rains (again)." Qatadah said, "It returns the sustenance of the servants (creatures) every 
year. Were it not for this, they would all be destroyed and so would their cattle." 



(And the earth which splits.) Ibn ' Abbas said, "Splitting to bring forth plant growths." This was 
also said by Sa' id bin Jubayr, ' Ikrimah, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi 
and others. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, this is the Word that separates.) Ibn 'Abbas said (Fasl is), "True." Qatadah also said the 
same. Someone else said, "A just ruling." 



(And it is not a thing for amusement.) meaning, rather it is serious and true. Then Allah informs 
about the disbelievers saying that they reject Him and hinder others from His path. Allah says, 



(Verily, they are but plotting a plot.) meaning, they plot against the people in their calling 
them to oppose the Qur'an. Then Allah says, 



(So, give a respite to the disbelievers;) meaning, wait for them and do not be in haste 
concerning them. 



(deal gently with them for a while.) meaning, a little while. This means that you will see what 
befallsthem of torment, punishment and destruction. This is as Allah says, 



(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment.) (31:24) This is the end of the Tafsir Surat At-Tariq, and unto Allah is all praise and 
thanks. 

The Tafsir of Surah Sabbih 

(Chapter - 87) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat Al-A la 



This Surah was revealed in Makkah before the migration to Al-Madinah. The proof of this is 
what Al-Bukhari recorded from Al-Bara' bin " Azib, that he said, "The first people to come to us 
(in Al-Madinah) from the Companions of the Prophet were Mus* ab bin ' Umayr and Ibn Umm 
Maktum, who taught us the Qur'an; then ' Ammar, Bilal and Sa'd came. Then ' Umar bin Al- 
Khattab came with a group of twenty people, after which the Prophet came. I have not seen 
the people of Al-Madinah happier with anything more than their happiness with his coming (to 
Al-Madinah). This was reached to such an extent that I saw the children and little ones saying, 
'This is the Messenger of Allah who has come.' Thus, he came, but he did not come until after I 
had already recited (i.e., learned how to recite) 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) (87:1) as well as other Surahs similar to it. 
has been confirmed in the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said to Mu' adh, 



» 



« 



(Why didn't you recite "Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High,"; "By the sun and its 
brightness," and "By the night when it envelopes.") Imam Ahmad recorded from An-Nu' man bin 
Bashir that the Messenger of Allah recited 



Surat Al-A' la (chapter 87) and Surat Al-Ghashiyh (chapter 88) in the two " Id prayers. If the ' Id 
prayer fell on Friday, he would recite them in both prayers f Id and Sal at Al-Jumu' ah). Muslim 
also recorded this in hisSahih, as well as Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. The 
wording of Muslim and the Sunan compilers says, "He used to recite 



Surat Al-A' la (chapter 87) and Surat Al-Ghashiyh (chapter 88) for the two ' Ids and Jumif ah. If 
they occurred on the same day, he would recite them in both of them." In his Musnad, Imam 
Ahmad recorded on the authority of Ubayy bin Ka' b, Abdullah bin 'Abbas, ' Abdur-Rahman bin 
Abza, and the Mother of the believers, ' A'ishah, that the Messenger of Allah used to recite 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) and (Say: " you who disbelieve.') and (Say: 
" He is Allah, the One.') 'A'ishah added in her version that he would also recite the 
Mif awwidhatayn (Al-Falaq and An-Nas). 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) (2. Who has created, and then proportioned 
it.) (3. And Who has measured; and then guided.) (4. And Who brings out the pasturage,) (5. 
And then makes it dark stubble.) (6. We shall make you recite, so you shall not forget,) (7. 
Except what Allah may will He knows what is apparent and what is hidden.) (8. And We shall 
make easy for you the easy.) (9. Therefore remind in case the reminder profits.) (10. The 
reminder will be received by him who fears,) (1 1 . But it will be avoided by the wretched,) (12. 
Who will enter the great Fire.) (13. There he will neither die nor live.) 



The Command to pronounce Tasbih and its Response 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn ' Abbasthat whenever the Messenger of Allah would recite 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) he would say, 



« » 



(Glory to my Lord, the Most High.) Ibn Jarir recorded from Ibn Ishaq Al-Hamdani that whenever 
Ibn " Abbas would recite 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) he would say, "Glory to my Lord, the Most 
High," and whenever he would recite 



(I swear by the Day of Resurrection.) (75:1) and then reach the end of it 



(Is not He able to give life to the dead) (75:40) he would say, "Glory to You, of course." 
Qatadah said, 



(Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.) "It has been mentioned to usthat whenever the 
Prophet of Allah used to recite it he would say, 

« » 



(Glory to my Lord, the Most High.)" 

The Creation, the Decree, and the bringing forth of Vegetation 

Allah says, 



(Who has created, and then proportioned it.) meaning, He created that which has been 
created, and He fashioned every creation in the best of forms. Then Allah says, 



(And Who has measured; and then guided.) Mujahid said, "He guided man to distress and 
happiness, and he guided the cattle to their pastures." This Ayah is similar to what Allah has 
said about Musa's statement to Fir" awn, 



(Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.) (20:50) 
meaning, He decreed a set measure and guided the creation to it. This is just as is confirmed in 
Sahih Muslim on the authority of ' Abdullah bin x Amr that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, Allah ordained the measure of all creation fifty thousand years before He created the 
heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the water.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And Who brings out the pasturage,) meaning, all types of vegetation and crops. 



(And then makes it dark stubble.) Ibn " Abbas said, "Dried up and altered." It has been narrated 
that Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd, all made similar statements. 



The Prophet does not forget the Revelation 

Allah says, 



(We shall make you to recite,) meaning, ' Muhammad. 



(so you shall not forget (it),) This is Allah informing and promising him (the Prophet ) that He 
will teach him a recitation that he will not forget. 



(Except what Allah may will.) Qatadah said, "The Prophet did not forget anything except what 
Allah willed." It has been said that the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(so you shall not forget,) is, "do not forget" and that which would be abrogated, is merely an 
exception to this. Meaning, 'do not forget what We teach you to recite, except what Allah 
wills, which He removes and there is no sin on your leaving it off (not retaining it).' Concerning 
Allah's statement, 



(He knows what is apparent and what is hidden.) meaning, He knows what the creatures do 
openly and what they hide, whether it be statements or deeds. None of that is hidden from 
Him. Then Allah says, 



(And We shall make easy for you the easy.) meaning, 'We will make good deeds and 
statements easy for you, and We will legislate such Law for you that is easy, tolerant, straight 
and just, with no crookedness, difficulty or hardship in it.' 



v Allah then says, 



(Therefore remind in case the reminder profits.) meaning, remind where reminding is 
beneficial. From here we get the etiquette of spreading knowledge, that it should not be 
wasted upon those who are not suitable or worthy of it. The Commander of the believers, Al i 
said, "You do not tell people any statement that their intellects do not grasp except that it will 
be a Fitnah (trial) for some of them." He also said, "Tell people that which they know. Would 
you like for Allah and His Messenger to be rejected" Allah said: 



(The reminder will be received by him who fears,) meaning, 'he whose heart fears Allah and 
who knows that he is going to meet Him, will receive admonition from what you convey to him, 
Muhammad.' 



(But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the great Fire. There he will neither die 
nor live.) meaning, he will not die and thus be allowed to rest, nor will he live a life that is 
beneficial to him. Instead, his life will be harmful to him, because it will be the cause of his 
feeling of the pain of torment and various types of punishments what he is being punished 
with. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Sa' id that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Concerning the people of the Fire who are deserving of it, they will not die nor will they live. 
Regarding the people that Allah wants mercy for, He will cause them to die in the Fire. Then 
He will allow the intercessors to come to them, and a man will take his groups of supporters 
and plant them (or he said (they will be planted) in the River of Al-Haya (or he said (Al-Hayah, 
or Al-Hayawan, or Nahr Al-Jannah). Then they will sprout up like the sprouting of the seed on 
the moist bank of a flowing stream.) Then the Prophet said, 



» 
« 

(Haven't you all seen the tree that is green, then it turns yellow, then it turns green (again)) 
Abu Sa' id then said that some of those present said, "It is as if the Prophet used to live in the 
desert wilderness (i.e., due to his parables of nature)." Ahmad also recorded from Abu Sa' id 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Concerning the people of the Fire who will be dwellers of it, they will not die in it nor will 
they live. However, there will be a group of people - or as he said -( whom the Fire will burn 
due to their sins - or he said - (their wrongdoings. So, He will cause them to die until they 
become burnt coal. Then the intercession will be allowed and they will be brought group after 
group, and they will be scattered over the rivers of Paradise. Then it will be said: "0 people of 
Paradise! Pour down upon them." Then they will sprout like the growing of the seed that is 
upon the moist bank of the flowing stream." Then, a man from among the people present said, 
"It is as if the Messenger of Allah used to live in the desert wilderness." Muslim also recorded 
this Hadith. 



(14. Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success.) (15. And remembers the Name of 
his Lord, and performs Salah.) (16. Rather you prefer the life of this world.) (17. Although the 
Hereafter is better and more lasting.) (18. Verily, this is in the former Scriptures) (19. The 
Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa.) 



A Statement concerning the People of Success 

Allah says, 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success.) meaning, he purifies himself from 
despised characteristics and he follows what Allah has revealed to the Messenger . 



(And remembers the Name of his Lord, and performs Salah.) meaning, he establishes the prayer 
in its appointed time, seeking the pleasure of Allah, obedience to His command, and 
implementation of His Law. We have already reported from the Commander of the believers, 
x Umar bin 'Abdul-' Aziz, that he used to command the people to give the Sadaqat Al-Fitr, and 
he would recite this Ayah: 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers the Name of his Lord, 
and performs Salah.) Abu Al-Ahwas said, "If someone comes to any of you begging, and he 
wants to pray, then he should give charity (Zakah) before he prays. For verily, Allah the 
Exalted says, 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers the Name of his Lord, 
and performs Salah.)" Qatadah said concerning this Ayah, 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers the Name of his Lord, 
and performs Salah (Fasalla).) "He purifies his wealth and pleases his Creator." 



This World is Worthless in Comparison to the Hereafter 

Then Allah says, 



(Rather you prefer the life of this world.) meaning, ' you give it precedence over the matter of 
the Hereafter, and you prefer it because of what it contains of usefulness and benefit for you 
in livelihood, and your returns (i.e., income, profitable gain).' 



(Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting.) meaning, the reward of the final abode is 
better than the worldly life, and it is more lasting. For indeed, this worldly life is lowly and 
temporal, whereas the Hereafter is noble and eternal. Thus, how can an intelligent person 
prefer that which is short-lived over that which is eternal. How can he give importance to that 
which will soon pass away from him, while ignoring the importance of the abode of eternity 
and infinity. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa Al-Ash' ari that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Whoever loves his worldly life, will suffer in his Hereafter, and whoever loves his worldly life, 
will suffer in his Hereafter, and whoever loves his Hereafter, will suffer in his worldly life. 
Therefore, chose that which is everlasting over that which is temporal.) Ahmad was alone in 
recording this Hadith. 



The Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa 

Allah then says, 



(Verily, this is in the former Scriptures -- the Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa.) This Ayah is 
similar to Allah's statement in Surat An-Najm, 



(Or is he not informed with what is in the Scriptures of Musa. And of Ibrahim who fulfilled (or 
conveyed) all that (Allah ordered him to do or convey): that no burdened person (with sins) 
shall bear the burden (sins) of another. And that man can have nothing but what he does. And 
that his deeds will be seen. Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best recompense. 
And that to your Lord is the End (Return of everything).) (53:36-42) And so forth, until the end 
of these Ayat. Abu ' Aliyah said, "The story of this Surah is in the earlier Scriptures." Ibn Jarir 
preferred the view that the meaning of Allah's statement, 



(Verily, this) is referring to His previous statement, 



(Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success. And remembers the Name of his Lord, 
and offers Salah. Rather you prefer the life of this world. Although the Hereafter is better and 
more lasting.) Then Allah says, 



(Verily, this) meaning, the content of this discussion, 



(in the former Scriptures, the Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa.) This view that he (At-Tabari) 
has chosen is good and strong. Similar to it has been reported from Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. And 
Allah knows best. This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-A' la (Sabbih). All praise and blessings 
are due to Allah, and He isthe Giver of success and protection from error. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ghashiyah 



(Chapter - 88) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Reciting Surat Al-A la and Al-Ghashiyah in the Friday Prayer 

has already been mentioned on the authority of An-Nif man bin Bashir that the Messenger of 
Allah used to recite Surat Al-A' la (87) and Al-Ghashiyah in the ' Id and Friday prayers. Imam 
Malik recorded that Ad-Dahhak bin Qays asked An-Nu' man bin Bashir, "What else did the 
Messenger of Allah recite on Friday along with Surat Al-Jumu' ah" An-Nu' man replied, "Al- 
Ghashiyah (88)." This narration has been recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Muslim and Ibn 
Majah. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Has there come to you the narration of Al-Ghashiyah (the overwhelming)) (2. Some faces 
that Day will be KhashTah.) (3. Laboring, weary.) (4. They will enter into Fire, Hamiyah.) (5. 
They will be given to drink from a boiling (Aniyah) spring,) (6. No food will there be for them 
but from DarT ,) (7. Which will neither nourish nor avail against hunger.) 



The Day of Judgement and what will happen to the People of the 
Fire during it Al-Ghashiyah is one of the names of the Day of 

Judgement. 

This was said by Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. It has been called this because it will 
overwhelm the people and overcome them. Allah then says, 



(Some faces that Day will be KhashTah.) meaning, humiliated. This was said by Qatadah. Ibn 
'Abbas said, "They will be humble but this action will be of no benefit to them." Then Allah 
says, 



(Laboring, weary.) meaning, they did many deeds and became weary in their performance, yet 
they will be cast into a blazing Fire on the Day of Judgement. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Burqani 
narrated from Abu ' Imran Al-Jawni that he said, " ' Umar bin Al-Khattab passed by the 
monastery of a monk and he said: ' monk!' Then the monk came out, and * Umar looked at 
him and began to weep. Then it was said to him: ' Commander of the faithful! Why are you 
weeping' He replied: 'I remembered the statement of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, in His 
Book, 



(Laboring, weary. They will enter into Fire, Hamiyah.) 3d that is what has made me cry. "' Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, 



(Laboring, weary.) "The Christians." It is narrated that 'Ikrimah and As-Suddi both said, 
"Laboring in the worldly life with disobedience, and weariness in the Fire from torment and 
perdition." Ibn 'Abbas, Al-Hasan, and Qatadah all said, 



(They will enter into Fire, Hamiyah) meaning, hot with intense heat. 



(They will be given to drink from a boiling (Aniyah) spring.) meaning, its heat has reached its 
maximum limit and boiling point. This was said by Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 



(No food will there be for them but from Dari' ,) Al i bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn * Abbas 
that he said, "A tree from the Hellfire." Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Abu Al-Jawza' and 
Qatadah, all said, "It is Ash-Shibriq (a type of plant)." Qatadah said, "The Quraysh called it Ash- 
Shabraq in the spring and Ad-Dari' in the summer." 'Ikrimah said, "It is a thorny tree which 
reaches down to the ground." Al-Bukhari related that Mujahid said, "Ad-Dari' is a plant that is 
called Ash-Shibriq. The people of the Hijaz call it Ad-Dari' when it dries, and it is poisonous." 
Ma' mar narrated that Qatadah said, 



(No food will there be for them but from DarT ,) "This is Ash-Shibriq. When it dries it is called 
Ad-DarT ." Sa' id narrated from Qatadah that he said, 



(No food will there be for them but DarT ,) "This is of the worst, most disgusting and loathsome 
of foods." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Which will neither nourish nor avail against hunger.) This means that the intent in eating it 
will not be achieved, and nothing harmful will be repelled by it. 



(8. Faces that Day will be joyful,) (9. Glad with their endeavor.) (10. In a lofty Paradise.) (11. 
Where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood.) (12. Therein will be a running 
spring.) (13. Therein will be thrones raised high.) (14. And cups set at hand.) (15. And Namariq, 
set in rows.) (16. And Zarabi, spread out (Mabthuthah).) 



The Condition of the People of Paradise on the Day of Judgement 

After mentioning the situation of the wretched people, Allah changesthe discussion to mention 
those who will be happy. He says, 



(Facesthat Day.) meaning, on the Day of Judgement. 



(will be joyful,) meaning, pleasure will be noticeable in them (those faces). This will only occur 
due to their striving. Sufyan said, 



(Glad with their endeavor.) "They will be pleased with their deeds." Then Allah says, 



(In a lofty Paradise.) meaning, elevated and brilliant, secure in their dwellings. 



(Where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood.) meaning, they will not hear in 
the Paradise that they will be in, any foolish word. This is as Allah says, 



(They shall not hear therein any Laghw, but only Salam.) (19:62) Allah also says, 



(Free from any Laghw, and free from sin.) (52:23) and He says, 



(No Laghw will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But only the saying of: "Salam! Salam!" 
) (56:25-26) Then Allah continues, 



(Therein will be a running spring.) meaning, flowing freely. This is mentioned with the intent of 
emphasizing affirmation. It is not intended to mean that there is only one spring. So here it 
refers to springs collectively. Thus, the meaning is that in it (Paradise) are flowing springs. Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The rivers of Paradise spring forth from beneath hills-- or mountains- of musk.) 



(Therein will be thrones raised high.) meaning, lofty, delightful, numerous couches, with 
elevated ceilings. Upon which will be seated wide-eyed, beautiful maidens. They have 
mentioned that whenever the friend of Allah wishes to sit on these lofty thrones, they (the 
thrones) will lower themselves for him. 



(And cups set at hand.) meaning, drinking containers that are prepared and presented for 
whoever among their masters (i.e., the people of Paradise) wantsthem. 



(And Namariq set in rows.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "An-Namariq are pillows." This was also said by 
x Ikrimah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri and others. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And Zarabi, spread out (Mabthuthah).) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Az-Zarabi are carpets." This was also 
said by Ad-Dahhak and others. Here the word Mabthuthah means placed here and there for 
whoever would like to sit upon them. 



(17. Do they not look at the camels, how they are created) (18. And at the heaven, how it is 
raised) (19. And at the mountains, how they are rooted) (20. And at the earth, how it is 
outspread) (21. 3d remind them -- you are only one who reminds.) (22. You are not a Musaytir 
over them.) (23. Save the one who turns away and disbelieves.) (24. Then Allah will punish him 
with the greatest punishment.) (25. Verily, to Us will be their return;) (26. Then verily, for Us 
will be their reckoning.) 



The Exhortation to look at the Creation of the Camel, the Heaven, 

the Mountains and the Earth 

Allah commands His servants to look at His creations that prove His power and greatness. He 
says, 



(Do they not look at the camels, how they are created) Indeed it is an amazing creation, and 
the way it has been fashioned is strange. For it is extremely powerful and strong, yet gentle, 
carrying heavy loads. It allows itself to be guided by a weak rider. It is eaten, benefit is derived 
from its hair, and its milk is drunk. They are reminded of this because the most common 
domestic animal of the Arabs was the camel. Shurayh Al-Qadi used to say, "Come out with us so 
that we may look at the camels and how they were created, and at the sky and how it has been 
raised." Meaning, how Allah raised it in such magnificence above the ground. This is as Allah 
says, 



(Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how we have made it and adorned it and 
there are no rifts on it) (50:6) Then Allah says, 



(And at the mountains, how they are rooted) meaning, how they have been erected. For indeed 
they are firmly affixed so that the earth does not sway with its dwellers. And He made them 
with the benefits and mineralsthey contain. 



(And at the earth, how it is outspread) meaning, how it has been spread out, extended and 
made smooth. Thus, He directs the bedouin to consider what he himself witnesses. His camel 
that he rides upon, the sky that is above his head, the mountain that faces him, and the earth 
that is under him, all of this is proof of the power of the Creator and Maker of these things. 
These things should lead him to see that He is the Lord, the Most Great, the Creator, the 
Owner, and the Controller of everything. Therefore, He is the God other than Whom none 
deserves to be worshipped. 



The Story of Dimam bin Tha' labah 



These are the things Dimam swore by after questioning the Messenger of Allah . This can be 
seen in what Imam Ahmad recorded from Thabit, who reported that Anas said, "We were 
prohibited from asking the Messenger of Allah anything. Thus, it used to amaze us when an 
intelligent man from the people of the desert (bedouin Arabs) would come and ask him about 
something while we were listening. So a man from the people of the desert came and said, ' 
Muhammad! Verily, your messenger has come to us and he claims that you claim that Allah sent 
you.' He (the Prophet) said, 

« » 

(He told the truth.) The man said, Who created the heaven He (the Prophet ) replied, 

« » 

, (AllaOh.) The man said, Who created the earth He (the Prophet ) replied, 

« » 

, (AllaOh). The man said, 'Who erected these mountains and placed in them whatever is in 
them' He (the Prophet ) replied, , (Allah). Then the man said, 'By the One Who created the 
heaven, the earth, and erected these mountains, did Allah send you' He (the Prophet ) said, 

« » 

(Yes.) The man then said, 'Your messenger claims that we are obligated to pray five prayers 
during our day and night.' He (the Prophet ) said, 

« » 

(He told the truth.) The man then said, ' By He Who has sent you, did Allah command you with 
this' He (the Prophet ) replied, 

« » 

(Yes.) The man then said, 'Your messenger also claims that we are obligated to give charity 
from our wealth.' He (the Prophet ) said, 



« » 



(He told the truth.) Then the man said, ' By He Who has sent you, did Allah command you with 
this' He (the Prophet ) replied, 



« » 

(Yes.) The man then said, "Your messenger claims that we are obligated to perform pilgrimage 
(Hajj) to the House (the Ka" bah), for whoever is able to find a way there.' He (the Prophet ) 
said, 



« » 

(He told the truth.) Then the man turned away to leave while saying, * By He Who has sent you 
with the truth, I will not add anything to these things and I will not decrease anything from 
them.' The Prophet then said, 



« » 



(If he has spoken truthfully, he will certainly enter Paradise.) This Hadith was recorded by Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. 



The Messenger is only charged with delivering the Message 

Allah says, 



(So remind them -- you are only one who reminds. You are not a Musaytir over them) meaning, 
"0 Muhammad! Remind the people with what you have been sent with to them." 



(your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us isthe reckoning.) (13:40) Then Allah says, 



(You are not a Musaytir over them.) Ibn "Abbas, Mujahid and others said, "You are not a 
dictator over them." This means that you cannot create faith in their hearts. Ibn Zayd said, 
"You are not the one who can force them to have faith." Imam Ahmad recorded from Jabir that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(I have been commanded to fight the people until they say La ilaha illallah (none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah). 3d if they say that, they have safeguarded their blood and 
wealth from me - except for what is rightfully due from it - and their reckoning is with Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic.)" Then he recited, 



(So remind them - you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them -) This is 
how Muslim recorded this Hadith in his Book of Faith, and At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
recorded it in their Sunans in the Books of Tafsir. This Hadith can be found in both of the Two 
Sahihs. 



The Threat for Whoever turns away from the Truth 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Save the one who turns away and disbelieves.) meaning, he turns away from acting upon its 
pillars, and he disbelieves in the truth with his heart and his tongue. This is similar to Allah's 
statement, 



(So he neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he belied and turn away!) (75:31-32) 
Thus, Allah says, 



(Then Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment.) Allah then says, 



(Verily, to Us will be their return;) meaning, their place of return and their resort. 



(Then verily, for Us will be their reckoning.) meaning, " We will reckon their deeds for them 
and requite them for those deeds.' If they did good, they will receive good, and if they did evil, 
they will receive evil. This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Ghashiyah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Fajr 

(Chapter - 89) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Recitation of Surat Al-Fajr in the Prayer 

An-Nasa'i recorded a narration from Jabir that Mif adh prayed a prayer and a man came and 
joined him in the prayer. Mif adh made the prayer long, so the man went and prayed (alone) at 
the side of the Masjid, and then left. When Mif adh was informed of this he said, "(He is) a 
hypocrite." He (Mif adh) then informed the Messenger of Allah of what happened. The Prophet 
then asked the young man (about it) and he replied, "O Messenger of Allah! I came to pray with 
him, but he made the prayer too long for me. 3d I left him and prayed at the side of the 
Masjid. Then I went to feed my she-camel." The Messenger of Allah then said, 

» 



« 

(Are you causing trouble Mu* adh Why don't you recite (" Glorify the Name of your Lord the Most 
High'), f By the sun and its brightness'), (" By the dawn'), (and (" By the night as it envelops')) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 



(1. By the dawn;) (2. And by the ten nights,) (3. And by the even and the odd.) (4. And by the 
night when it departs.) (5. Is there (not) in them sufficient proofs for men of understanding!) 
(6. Saw you not how your Lord dealt with 'Ad) (7. Iram of the pillars,) (8. The like of which 
were not created in the land) (9. And Thamud, who hewed out rocks in the valley) (10. And 
Fir' awn with Al-Awtad) (11. Who did transgress beyond bounds in the lands.) (12. And made 
therein much mischief.) (13. So, your Lord poured on them different kinds of severe torment.) 
(14. Verily, your Lord is Ever Watchful.) 



The Explanation of Al-Fajr and what comes after it 

Concerning Al-Fajr, it is well known that it is the morning. This was said by ' Ali, Ibn 'Abbas, 
' Ikrimah, Mujahid and As-Suddi. It has been reported from Masruq and Muhammad bin Ka' b 
that Al-Fajr refers to the day of Sacrifice (An-Nahr) in particular, and it is the last of the ten 
nights. 'The ten nights' refers to the (first) ten days of Dhul-Hij j ah. This was said by Ibn 
'Abbas, Ibn Zubayr, Mujahid and others among the Salaf and the latter generations. It has been 
confirmed in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Ibn 'Abbas that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(There are no days in which righteous deeds are more beloved to Allah than these days.) 
meaning the ten days of Dhul-Hij j ah. They said, "Not even fighting Jihad in the way of Allah" He 
replied, 



» 



« 



(Not even Jihad in the way of Allah; except for a man who goes out (for Jihad) with his self and 
his wealth, and he does not return with any of that.) 



Explanation of Night 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And by the night when it departs.) AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "When it 
goes away." x Abdullah bin Zubayr said, 



(And by the night when it departs.) "As some parts of it remove other parts of it." Mujahid, Abu 
AI-~Aliyah, Qatadah, and Malik who reported it from Zayd bin Aslam and Ibn Zayd, they all 
said; 



(And by the night when it departs.) "When it moves along." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(There is indeed in them sufficient proofs for men with Hijr!) meaning, for he who possesses 
intellect, sound reasoning, understanding and religious discernment. The intellect has only 
been called Hijr because it prevents the person from doing that which is not befitting of him of 
actions and statement. From this we see the meaning of Hijr Al-Bayt because it prevents the 
person performing Tawaf from clinging the wall facing Ash-Sham. Also the term Hijr Al- 
Yamamah (the cage of the pigeon) is derived from this meaning (i.e., prevention). It is said, 
"Hajara Al-Hakim so-and-so (The judge passed a judgement preventing so-and-so)," when his 
judgement preventsthe person from his liberty (i.e., of freely utilizing his wealth). Allah says, 



(And they will say: "Hijr Mahjur.") (25:22) All of these examples are different cases but their 
meanings are quite similar. The oath that is referred to here is about the times of worship and 
the acts of worship themselves, suchasHajj, Salah and other acts of worship that Allah's pious, 



obedient, servants who fear Him and are humble before Him, seeking His Noble Face, perform 
in order to draw nearer to Him. 



Mentioning the Destruction of ' Ad 

After mentioning these people, and their worship and obedience, Allah says, 



(Saw you not how your Lord dealt with 'Ad) These were people who were rebellious, 
disobedient, arrogant, outside of His obedience, deniersof His Messengers and rejectors of His 
Scriptures. Thus, Allah mentions how He destroyed them, annihilated them and made them 
legends to be spoken of and an exemplary lesson of warning. He says, 



(Saw you not how your Lord dealt with 'Ad Iram of the pillars,) These were the first people of 
" Ad. They were the descendants of " Ad bin Iram bin x Aws bin Sam bin Nuh. This was said by 
Ibn Ishaq. They are those to whom Allah sent His Messenger Hud. However, they rejected and 
opposed him. Therefore, Allah saved him and those who believed with him from among them, 
and He destroyed others with a furious, violent wind. 



(Which Allah imposed on them for seven nights and eight days in succession, so that you could 
see men lying overthrown, as if they were hollow trunks of date palms! Do you see any 
remnants of them) (69: 7-8) Allah mentioned their story in the Qur'an in more than one place, 
so that the believers may learn a lesson from their demise. Allah then says, 



(Iram of the pillars.) This is an additional explanation that adds clarification who they actually 
were. Concerning His saying, 



(of the pillars.) is because they used to live in trellised houses that were raised with firm 
pillars. They were the strongest people of their time in their physical stature, and they were 



the mightiest people in power. Thus, Hud reminded them of this blessing, and he directed 
them to use this power in the obedience of their Lord Who had created them. He said, 



(And remember that He made you successors after the people of Nuh and increased you amply 
in stature. So remember the graces from Allah so that you may be successful. )(7:69) Allah also 
said, 



(As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is mightier than 
us in strength" See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than them.) 
(41:15) And Allah says here, 



(The like of which were not created in the land) meaning, there had been none created like 
them in their land, due to their strength, power and their great physical stature. Mujahid said, 
"Iram was an ancient nation who were the first people of 'Ad." Qatadah bin DP amah and As- 
Suddi both said, "Verily, Iram refers to the House of the kingdom of ' Ad." This latter statement 
is good and strong. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(The like of which were not created in the land) Ibn Zayd considered the pronoun of discussion 
here to refer to the pillars, due to their loftiness. He said, "They built pillars among the hills, 
the likes of which had not been constructed in their land before." However, Qatadah and Ibn 
Jarir considered the pronoun of discussion to refer to the tribe (of 'Ad), meaning that there 
was no tribe that had been created like this tribe in the land - meaning during their time. And 
this latter view is the correct position. The saying of Ibn Zayd and those who follow his view is 
a weak one, because if He intended that, He would have said "The like of which were not 
produced in the land." But He said: 



(The like of which were not created in the land.) Then Allah says, 



(And Thamud, who hewed (Jabu) rocks in the valley) meaning, they cut the rocks in the valley. 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "They carved them and they hewed them." This was also said by Mujahid, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd. From this terminology it is said (in the Arabic language), 
"the hewing of leopard skin" when it is torn, and "The hewing of a garment" when it is opened. 
The word ' Jayb' (pocket or opening in a garment) also comes from Jabu. Allah says, 



(And you hew in the mountains, houses with great skill.) (26:149) 

A Mention of Fir awn 

Allah then says, 



(And Fir' awn with Al-Awtad) Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas that he said, "Al-Awtad are the 
armies who enforced his commands for him." It has also been said that Fif awn used to nail 
their hands and their feet into pegs (Awtad) of iron that he would hang them from. A similar 
statement was made by Mujahid when he said, "He used to nail the people (up) on pegs." Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi all said the same thing. Allah said, 



(Who did transgress beyond bounds in the lands. And made therein much mischief.) meaning, 
they rebelled, were arrogant, and went about making corruption in the land, and harming the 
people. 



(So, your Lord poured on them different kinds of severe torment.) meaning, He sent down a 
torment upon them from the sky and caused them to be overcome by a punishment that could 
not be repelled from the people who were criminals. 



The Lord is Ever Watchful 

Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, your Lord is Ever Watchful.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "He hears and He sees." This means that 
He watches over His creation in that which they do, and He will reward them in this life and in 
the Hereafter based upon what each of them strove for. He will bring all of the creation before 
Him and He will judge them with justice. He will requit each of them with that which he 
deserves, for He is far removed from injustice and tyranny. 



(15. As for man, when his Lord tries him by giving him honor and bounties, then he says: "My 
Lord has honored me.") (16. But when He tries him by straitening his means of life, he says: "My 
Lord has humiliated me!") (17. But no! But you treat not the orphans with kindness and 
generosity!) (18. And urge not one another on the feeding of the Miskin!) (19. And you devour 
the Turath -- devouring with greed.) (20. And you love wealth with love Jamma.) 

Wealth and Poverty are both a Test and Honor or Disgrace for the 

Servant 

Allah refutes man in his belief that if Allah gives Him abundant provisions to test him with it, it 
is out of His honor for him. But this is not the case, rather it is a trial and a test, as Allah says, 



(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten unto them 
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) (23:55-56) Likewise, from another angle, if Allah 
tests him and tries him by curtailing his sustenance, he believes that is because Allah is 
humiliating him. As Allah says, 



(But no!) meaning, the matter is not as he claims, neither in this nor in that. For indeed Allah 
gives wealth to those whom He loves as well as those whom He does not love. Likewise, He 
withholds sustenance from those whom He loves and those whom He does not love. The point is 
that Allah should be obeyed in either circumstance. If one is wealthy, he should thank Allah for 
that, and if he is poor, he should exercise patience. 



From the Evil that the Servant does regarding Wealth 

Allah said, 



(But you treat not the orphans with kindness and generosity!) This contains the command to 
honor him (the orphan). Abu Dawud recorded from Sahl bin Sa' id that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(The guardian of the orphan and I will be like these two in Paradise.) And he put his two fingers 
together - the middle finger and the index finger. 



(And urge not one another on the feeding of the Miskin!) meaning, they do not command that 
the poor and the needy be treated with kindness, nor do they encourage each other to do so. 



(And you devour the Turath) meaning, the inheritance. 



(devouring with greed.) meaning, however they can get it, whether lawful or forbidden. 



(And you love wealth with love Jamma.) meaning, in abundance. This increases some of them 
in their wickedness. 



(21. Nay! When the earth isflatened, Dakkan Dakka.) (22. And your Lord comes with the angels 
in rows.) (23. And Hell will be brought near that Day. On that Day will man remember, but how 
will that remembrance avail him) (24. He will say: "Alas! Would that I had sent forth for my 
life!") (25. So on that Day none will punish as He will punish.) (26. And none will bind as He will 
bind.) (27. "Otranquil soul!") (28. "Gome back to your Lord, -- well-pleased and well-pleasing!") 
(29. "Enter then among My servants,") (30. "And enter My Paradise!") 



On the Day of Judgement Everyone will be recompensed according 

to what He did of Good or Evil 

Allah informs of what will happen on the Day of Judgement of the great horrors. He says, 



(Nay!) meaning, truly. 



(When the earth is flatened, Dakkan Dakka.) meaning, the earth and the mountains will be 
flattened, leveled and made even, and the creatures will rise from their graves for their Lord. 



(And your Lord comes) meaning, for the session of Judgement between His creatures. This is 
after they requested the best of the Sons of Adam -- Muhammad -- to intercede with Allah. This 
will occur only after they have requested the other great Messengers, one after another. Yet, 



all of them will say, "I cannot do that for you." This will continue until the beseeching of the 
men reaches Muhammad , and he will say, "I will do it, I will do it." 3d he will go and seek to 
intercede with Allah as the session of Judgement will have come, and Allah will allow him to 
intercede for that (the Judgement). This will be the first of the intercessions, and it is the 
praiseworthy station that has already been discussed in Surat Subhan (Al-lsra'). So Allah will 
come for the session of Judgement as He wills, and the angels will also come, lined up in rows 
upon rows before Him. Then Allah says, 



(And Hell will be brought near that Day.) In hisSahih, Imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded that 
' Abdullah bin Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Hell will be brought on near that Day and it will have seventy thousand leashes, and each 
leash will have seventy thousand angels pulling it.) At-Tirmidhi also recorded the same 
narration. Allah said: 



(On that Day will man remember,) meaning, his deeds, and what he did before in his past and 
recent times. 



(but how will that remembrance avail him) meaning, how can remembrance then benefit him 



(He will say: "Alas! Would that I had sent forth for my life!") meaning, if he was a disobedient 
person, he will be sorry for the acts of disobedience he committed. If he was an obedient 
person, he will wish that he performed more acts of obdedience. This is similar to what Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded from Muhammad bin Abi " Amirah, who was one of the Companions 
of the Messenger of Allah . He said, "If a servant fell down on his face (in prostration) from the 
day that he was born until the day he died as an old man, in obedience to Allah, he would 
scorn this act on the Day of Judgement. He would wish to be returned to this life so that he 
could earn more reward and compensation." Allah then says, 



(So on that Day none will punish as He will punish.) meaning, there is no one more severely 
punished than those whom Allah punishes for disobeying Him. 



(And none will bind as He will bind.) meaning, there is no one who is more severely punished 
and bound than those the Az-Zabaniyah punish the disbelievers in their Lord. This is for the 
criminals and the wrongdoers among the creatures. In reference to the pure and tranquil soul - 
- which is always at rest and abiding by the truth it will be said to it, 



(0 tranquil soul! Come back to your Lord.) meaning, to His company, His reward and what He 
has prepared for His servants in His Paradise. 



(well-pleased) meaning, within itself. 



(well-pleasing.) meaning, pleased with Allah, and He will be pleased with it and gratify it. 



(Enter then among My servants,) meaning, among their ranks. 



(And enter My Paradise!) This will be said to it at the time of death and on the Day of 
Judgement. This is like the angels giving glad tiding to the believer at his time of death and 
when he rises from his grave. Likewise is this statement here. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn 
" Abbas concerning Allah's statement, 



(0 tranquil soul! Come back to your Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing!) He said, "This Ayah 
was revealed while Abu Bakr was sitting (with the Prophet ). So he said, ' Messenger of Allah! 
There is nothing better than this!' The Prophet then replied, 



« » 

(This will indeed be said to you.)" This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Fajr, and all praise 
and blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Balad 

(Chapter - 90) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Nay! I swear by this city;) (2. And you are free in this city.) (3. And by the begetter and that 
which he begot.) (4. Verily, We have created man in Kabad.) (5. Does he think that none can 
overcome him) (6. He says: "I have wasted wealth in abundance!") (7. Does he think that none 
sees him) (8. Have We not made for him two eyes) (9. And a tongue and two lips) (10. And 
shown him the two ways) 

Swearing by the Sanctity of Makkah and Other Things that Man was 

created in Hardship 

Here Allah has sworn by Makkah, the Mother of the Towns, addressing its resident (during the 
non-sacred months,) free in this city in order to draw his attention to the significance of its 
sanctity when its people are in the state of sanctity. Khusayf reported from Mujahid; 



(Nay! I swear by this city;) "The word "La" (Nay) refers to the refutation against them (Quraish). 
I swear by this city." Shabib bin Bishr narrated from ' Ikrimah, from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 



(Nay! I swear by this city;) "This means Makkah." Concerning the Ayah: 



(And you are free in this city.) he (Ibn 'Abbas) said, "0 Muhammad! It is permissable for you to 
fight in it." Similar was reported from Sa' id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, ' Atiyah, Ad-Dahhak, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Allah made it lawful (to fight in) for 
him (the Prophet ) for one hour of a day." The meaning of what they have said was mentioned 
in a Hadith that is agreed- upon as being authentic. In it the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, Allah made this city sacred on the Day that He created the heavens and the earth. 
Therefore, it is sacred by the sanctity of Allah until the Day of Judgement. Its trees should not 
be uprooted, and its bushes and grasses should not be removed. And it was only made lawful 
for me (to fight in) for one hour of a day. Today its sanctity has been restored just as it was 
sacred yesterday. So, let the one who is present inform those who are absent.) In another 
wording of this Hadith, he said, 



» 



« 



(So, if anyone tries to use the fighting of the Messenger (to conquer Makkah) as an excuse (to 
fight there), then tell him that Allah permitted it for His Messenger and He has not permitted it 
for you.) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And by the begetter and that which he begot.) Mujahid, Abu Salih, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, 
Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Sa' id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Khusayf, Shurahbil bin Sa'd 
and others have said, "Meaning, by the begetter, Adam, and that which he begot is his 



children." This view that Mujahid and his companions have chosen is good and strong. This is 
supported by the fact that Allah swears by the Mother of the Towns, which are dwellings. Then 
after it He swears by the dwellers therein, who is Adam, the father of mankind, and his 
children. Abu " Imran Al-Jawni said, "It refers to Ibrahim and his progeny." Ibn Jarir recorded 
this statement as did Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir preferred the view that it is general and it refers 
to every father and hischildren. This meaning is also acceptable. Allah then says, 



(Verily, We have created man in Kabad.) Ibn Abi Najih and Jurayj reported from ' Ata, from Ibn 
x Abbas concerning the phrase * in Kabad', "He was created while in hardship. Don't you see him" 
Then he mentioned his birth and the sprouting of histeeth. Mujahid said, 



(in Kabad.) "A drop of sperm, then a clot, then a lump of flesh, enduring in his creation." 
Mujahid then said, "This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(His mother bears him with hardship. And she brings him forth with hardship.) (46:15) and she 
breast-feeds him with hardship, and his livelihood is a hardship. So he endures all of this." 
Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 



(Verily, We have created man in Kabad.) "In hardship and seeking livelihood." ' Ikrimah said, "In 
hardship and long-suffering." Qatadah said, "In difficulty." It is reported from Al-Hasan that he 
said, "Enduring the hardships of the world by life and the severity of the Hereafter." 



Man is encompassed by Allah and His Bounties 

Allah says, 



(Does he think that none can overcome him) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 



(Does he think that none can overcome him) "Meaning no one is able to take his wealth. 
Qatadah said, 



(Does he think that none can overcome him) "The Son of Adam thinks that he will not be asked 
about this wealth of his-- how he earned and how he spent it." Allah said: 



(He says: "I have wasted wealth in abundance!") This means, the Son of Adam says, "I spent an 
abundance of wealth." Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others have said this. 



(Does he think that none sees him) Mujahid said, "Does he think that Allah, the Mighty and 
Majestic, does not see him." Others among the Salaf have said similar to this. Allah said; 



(Have We not made for him two eyes) meaning, for him to see with them. 



(And a tongue) meaning, for him to speak with, and so that he can express that which is inside 
of him. 



(and two lips) In order to help him with speaking, eating food, and beautifying his face and his 
mouth. 



The Ability to distinguish between Good and Evil is also a Blessing 



(And shown him the two ways) This refers to the two paths. Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from 
x Asim, from Zirr, from ' Abdullah bin Mas' ud that he said, 



(And shown him the two ways) "The good and the evil." Similar to this has been reported from 
'AM, Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Abu Wa'il, Abu Salih, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Ad-Dahhak, and 
' At a' Al-Khurasani among others. Similar to this Ayah is Allah's statement, 



(Verily, We have created man from Nutfah Amshaj, in order to try him: so We made him hearer 
and seer. Verily, We showed him the way, whether he be grateful or ungrateful.) (76:2-3) 



(11. But he has not attempted to pass on the path that is steep.) (12. And what will make you 
know the path that is steep) (13. Freeing a neck) (14. Or giving food in a day full of 
Masghabah,) (15. To an orphan near of kin.) (16. Or to a Miskin cleaving to dust.) (17. Then he 
became one of those who believed and recommended one another to patience, and 
recommended one another to compassion.) (18. They are those on the Right,) (19. But those 
who disbelieved in Our Ayat, they are those on the Left.) (20. Upon them Fire will Mu'sadah.) 



The Encouragement to traverse upon the Path of Goodness 

Ibn Zayd said, 



(But he has not attempted to pass on the path that is steep.) "This means, will he not traverse 
upon the path which contains salvation and good Then He explains this path by his saying, 



(And what will make you know the path that is steep Freeing a neck, or giving food.)" Imam 
Ahmad recorded from Sa' id bin Marjanah that he heard Abu Hurayrah saying that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Whoever frees a believing slave, Allah will free for every limb (of the slave) one of his limbs 
from the Fire. This is to such an extent that He (Allah) will free a hand for a hand, a leg for a 
leg, and a private part for a private part.) ' Ali bin Al-Husayn then said (to Sa' id), "Did you hear 
this from Abu Hurayrah" Sa' id replied, "Yes." Then ' Ali bin Al-Husayn said to a slave boy that he 
owned who was the swiftest of his servants, "Call Mutarrif!" 3d when the slave was brought 
before him he said, "Go, for you are free for the Face of Allah." Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, all recorded this Hadith from Sa' id bin Marjanah. Imam Ahmad recorded 
from ~ Amr bin * Abasah that the Prophet said, 

» 



« 



(Whoever builds a Masjid so that Allah may be remembered in it, Allah will build a house for 
him in Paradise; and whoever frees a Muslim person, then it will be his ransom from Hell; and 
whoever grows grey in Islam, then it will be a light for him on the Day of Judgement.) 
According to another route of transmission, Ahmad recorded from Abu Umamah, who reported 
from 'Amr bin 'Abasah that As-Sulami said to him, "Narrate a Hadith to us that you heard from 
the Messenger of Allah , without any deficiency or mistakes." He ('Amr) said, "I heard him 
saying, 



» 



« 



(Whoever has three children born to him in Islam, and they die before reaching the age of 
puberty, Allah will enter him into Paradise by virtue of His mercy to them. And whoever grows 
gray in the way of Allah (fighting Jihad), then it will be a light for him on the Day of 
Judgement. And whoever shoots an arrow in the way of Allah (fighting Jihad) that reaches the 
enemy, whether it hits or misses, he will get the reward of freeing a slave. And whoever frees 
a believing slave, then Allah will free each of his limbs from the Fire for every limb that the 
slave has. And whoever equipped two riding animals in the way of Allah (for fighting Jihad), 
then indeed Paradise has eight gates, and Allah will allow him to enter any of them he 
choses.)" Ahmad recorded this Hadith from different routes of transmission that are good and 
strong, and all praise is due to Allah. Allah said, 



(Or giving food in a day full of Masghabah,) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Of hunger." ' Ikrimah, Mujahid, 
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others all said the same. The word " Saghb' means hunger. Then Allah 
says, 



(To an orphan) meaning, he gives food on a day like this to an orphan. 



(near of kin.) meaning, who is related to him. Ibn * Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak and 
As-Suddi all said this. This is similar to what was related in a Hadith that was collected by 
Imam Ahmad on the authority of Salman bin 'Amir who said that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 



» 



« 



(Charity given to the poor person is counted as one charity, while if it is given to a relative it is 
counted as two: charity and connecting the ties (of kinship).) At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i both 
recorded this Hadith and its chain of narration is authentic. Then Allah says, 



(Or to a Miskin cleaving to dust (Dha Matrabah).) meaning, poor, miserable, and clinging to the 
dirt. It means those who are in a state of destitution. Ibn 'Abbas said, "Dha Matrabah is that 
who is dejected in the street and who has no house or anything else to protect him against the 
dirt." Allah said; 



(Then he became one of those who believed) meaning, then, along with these beautiful and 
pure characteristics, he was a believer in his heart, seeking the reward of that from Allah. This 
is as Allah says, 



(And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it, with the necessary effort due for it while 
he is believer, then such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated.) (17:19) Allah also 
says, 



(Whoever works righteousness -- whether male or female -- while being a true believer....) 
(16:97) Allah says, 



(and recommended one another to patience, and recommended one another to compassion.) 
meaning, he was from the believers who worked righteous deeds, and advised each other to be 
patient with the harms of the people, and to be merciful with them. This is similar to what has 
been related in the noble Hadith, 



» 
« 

(The merciful people will be treated with mercy by the Most Merciful (Allah). Be merciful to 
those who are on the earth and He Who is above the heavens will be merciful to you.) In 
another Hadith he said, 

« » 

(Allah will not be merciful with whoever is not merciful with the people.) Abu Dawud recorded 
from " Abdullah bin ' Amr that he narrated (from the Prophet ), 

» 

« 

(Whoever does not show mercy to our children, nor does he recognize the right of our elders, 
then he is not of us.) Then Allah says, 



(They are those on the Right,) meaning, those who have these characteristics are the 
companions of the Right Hand. 



The Companions of the Left Hand and Their Recompense 

Then Allah says, 



(But those who disbelieved in Our Ayat, they are those on the Left.) meaning, the companions 
of the Left Hand. 



(Upon them Fire will Mu'sadah.) meaning, it will be sealed over them and there will be no way 
for them to avoid it, nor will they have any way out. Abu Hurayrah, Ibn " Abbas, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id 
bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, 'Atiyah AI-'Awfi, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
As-Suddi, all said, 



(Mu'sadah.) "This means shut." Ibn " Abbas said, "Its doors will be closed." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Mu'sadah.) "It will be sealed over them and it will have no door." Qatadah said, 



(Mu'sadah.) "It will be shut and there will be no light in it, no crevice (escape), and no way out 
of it forever." This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Balad, and all praise and blessings are 
due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Wash-Shams wa Duhah 

(Chapter- 91) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

Recitation of Surah Ash-Shams wa Duhaha in the ' Isha' Prayer The Hadith of Jabir which was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs has already been mentioned. In it the Messenger of Allah said to 
Mif adh, 



» 



« 



(Why didn't you pray with (the recitation of) (Glorify the Name of your Lord the Most High) 
(87), (By the sun and Duhaha) (91), and (By the night as it envelops) (92)) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the sun and Duhaha.) (2. By the moon as it Talaha.) (3. By the day as it Jallaha.) (4. By 
the night as it Yaghshaha.) (5. By the heaven and Ma Banaha.) (6. By the earth and Ma 
Tahhaha.) (7. By Nafs, and Ma Sawwaha (Who apportioned it).) (8. Then He showed it its Fujur 
and itsTaqwa.) (9. Indeed he succeeds who purifies it.) (10. And indeed he fails who Dassaha.) 



Allah swears by His Creation that the Person Who purifies Himself 
will be Successful and the Person Who corrupts Himself will fail 

Mujahid said, 



(By the sun and Duhaha.) "This means, by its light." Qatadah said, 



(wa Duhaha.) "The whole day." Ibn Jarir said, "The correct view is what has been said, 'Allah 
swears by the sun and its daytime, because the clear light of the sun is daytime."' 



(By the moon as it Talaha.) Mujahid said, "It follows it (the sun)." Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 
x Abbas that he said, 



(By the moon as it Talaha.) "It follows the day." Qatadah said, "'as it Talaha (follows it)' is 
referring to the night of the Hilal (the new crescent moon). When the sun goes down, the Hilal 
is visible." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(By the day as it Jallaha.) Mujahid said, "When it illuminates." Thus, Mujahid said, 



(By the day as it Jallaha.) "This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(By the day as it Taj alia.) (92:2)" And they have said concerning Allah's statement, 



(By the night as it Yaghshaha.) meaning, when it covers the sun, which takes place when sun 
disappears and the horizons become dark. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(By the heaven and Ma Banaha.) The meaning here could be for descriptive purposes, meaning 
"By the heaven and its construction." This was said by Qatadah. It could also mean "By the 
heaven and its Constructor." This was stated by Mujahid. Both views are interrelated, and 
construction means raising. This is as Allah says, 



(With Hands did We construct the heaven.) (51:47) meaning, with strength. 



(Verily, We are able to extend the vastness of space thereof. And We have spread out the 
earth: how excellent a spreader are We!) (51:47-48) This is also similar to Allah's statement, 



(By the earth and Ma Tahaha.) Mujahid said, "Tahaha means He spread it out." Al-' Awfi 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, 



(and Ma Tahaha.) "This means what He created in it." 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn 
'Abbas that he said, "Tahaha means that He proportioned it." Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, 
As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri, Abu Salih and Ibn Zayd all said that 



(Tahaha) means, He spread it out. Allah then says, 



(By Nafs, and Ma Sawwaha (Who apportioned it).) meaning, He created it sound and well- 
proportioned upon the correct nature (Al-Fitrah). This is as Allah says, 



{So set you your face towards the religion, Hanif. Allah's Fitrah with which He has created 
mankind. No change let there be in the Khalqillah.) (30:30) The Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Every child that is born, is born upon the Fitrah, but his parents make him a Jew, a Christian, 
or a Zoroastrian. This isjust asthe animal is born, complete with all of its parts. Do you notice 
any mutilation in it) Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith from Abu Hurayrah. In 
Sahih Muslim, it has been narrated from ' lyad bin Himar AI-MujashTi that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Mighty and Majestic says, "Verily I created My servants Hunafa' (as monot heists), but 
then the devils came to them and distracted them from their religion.)" Then Allah says, 



(Then He showed it its Fujur and itsTaqwa.) meaning, He showed him to his transgression and 
his Taqwa. This means that He clarified that for it and He guided it to what has been ordained 
for him. Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(Then He showed it its Fujur and its Taqwa.) "He explained the good and the evil to it (the 
soul)." Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Ath-Thawri all said the same. Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 
"He gave him inspiration (to see what was) good and evil." Ibn Zayd said, "He made its Fujur 
and itsTaqwa inside of it." Ibn Jarir recorded from Abul-Aswad Ad-Dili that he said, u> Imran bin 
Husayn said to me, ' Do you think that what the people do, and what they strive for is a thing 
that is pre-ordained and predestined for them, or is it a thing which is only written after the 
Message comes to them from the Prophet , when there will be an evidence against them' I said, 
" Rather it is something preordained upon them.' Then he said, Ms that an injustice' Then I 
became extremely frightened of him (due to what he was saying), and I said to him, " There is 
nothing except that He (Allah) created it and possesses it in His Hand. He is not asked about 
what He does, while they (His creation) will be asked.' He (" Imran) then said, ' May Allah guide 
you! I only asked you about that in order to inform you that a man from Muzaynah or Juhaynah 
tribe came to the Allah's Messenger and asked him: "O Messenger of Allah! Do you consider the 
actions of mankind and their struggles to be preordained for them and written for them from 
Qadr, or something written for them only after the Message came to them from their Prophet, 
when there will be an evidence against them" He (the Prophet ) replied: 

« » 

(Rather it is something preordained for them.) 3d the man said, "Then what is the point of our 
actions" The Prophet replied, 



» 



« 

(Whoever Allah created for one of the two positions (Paradise or Hell), He makes it easy for 
him (to attain). The proof of that is in the Book of Allah (By Nafs, and Ma Sawwaha (Who 
apportioned it). Then He showed it its Fujur and itsTaqwa).)" Ahmad and Muslim both recorded 
this Hadit h. Allah then says, 



(Indeed he succeeds who purifies it. And indeed he fails who Dassaha.) This could mean that 
whoever purifies himself by obedience to Allah, then he will be successful. This is as Qatadah 
said, "He cleanses it from the lowly and despicable characteristics." Similar to this has been 
reported from Mujahid, " Ikrimah and Sa' id bin Jubayr. 



(And indeed he fails who Dassaha.) meaning, to conceal it. This means that he makes it dull, 
and he disregards it by neglecting to allow it to receive guidance. He treats it in this manner 
until he performs acts of disobedience and he abandons obedience of Allah. It also could mean 
that he is indeed successful whose soul Allah purifies, and he has failed whose soul Allah 
corrupts. This is like what was reported by AI-* Awfi and 'AM bin Abi Talhah from Ibn " Abbas. 
At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, "The Messenger of Allah used to stop whenever he 
recited this Ayah, 



(By Nafs, and Ma Sawwaha (Who apportioned it). Then He showed it its Fujur and itsTaqwa.) 
Then he would say, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Give my soul its good. You are its Guardian and Master, and the best to purify it.)" 
Another Hadith Imam Ahmad recorded that Zayd bin Arqam said that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



» 



« 



(0 Allah! Verily, I seek refuge with You from weakness, laziness, senility (of old age), 
cowardliness, stinginess and the torment of the grave. O Allah! Give my soul its good and purify 
it, for You are the best to purify it. You are its Guardian and Master. Allah! Verily, I seek 
refuge with You from a heart that is not humble, a soul that is not satisfied, knowledge that 
does not benefit and a supplication that is not answered.) Zayd then said, "The Messenger of 
Allah used to teach us these (words) and we now teach them to you." Muslim also recorded this 
Hadith. 



(11. Thamud denied through their trans- gression.) (12. When their most wicked went forth.) 
(13. But the Messenger of Allah said to them: "Be cautious! That is the she-camel of Allah! (Do 
not harm it) and (bar it not from having) its drink!") (14. Then they denied him and they killed 
it. So their Lord destroyed them because of their sin, Fasawwaha!) (15. And He feared not the 
consequences t hereof . ) 



The Rejection of Thamud and Allah's Destruction of Them 

Allah informs that Thamud rejected their Messenger because of the injustice and transgression 
they practiced. This was said by Mujahid, Qatadah and others. Therefore, this resulted in a 
rejection in their hearts for the guidance and conviction their Messenger came to them with. 



(When their most wicked went forth.) meaning, the most wicked person of the tribe, and he 
was Qudar bin Salif, the one who killed the she-camel. He was leader of the tribe of Thamud, 
and he is the one whom Allah refers to in His saying, 



(But they called their comrade and he took (a sword) and killed (her).) (54:29) This man was 
mighty and respected among his people. He was of noble lineage and a leader who was obeyed. 
This is just as Imam Ahmad recorded from 'Abdullah bin Zarrf ah. He said that the Messenger of 
Allah gave a sermon in which he mentioned the she-camel and he mentioned the man who 
killed her. Then he said, 

» 



« 

((When their most wicked went forth. )( A strong and mighty man who was invincible among his 
tribe, like Abu Zarrf ah, went forth to her.) This Hadith was recorded by Al-Bukhari in his Book 
of Tafsir, and Muslim in his Book of the Description of the Hellfire. At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i 
both recorded it in their Sunans in their Books of Tafsir. 



The Story of Salih's She-Camel 

Allah then says, 



(But the Messenger of Allah said to them) referring to Salih. 



(That isthe she-camel of Allah!) meaning, ' beware of touching the she-camel of Allah with any 
harm.' 



(and its drink!) meaning, ' do not transgress against her in her drinking, for she has been 
allocated a day to drink and you have been allocated a day to drink, as is known to you.' Then 
Allah says, 



(Then they denied him and they killed it.) which means they rejected what he came with. This 
resulted in them killing the she-camel that Allah had brought out of the rock as a sign for them 
and a proof against them. 



(So their Lord destroyed them because of their sin,) meaning, He became angry with them and 
He annihilated them. 



(Fasawwaha!) meaning, He made the punishment descend upon them all equally. Qatadah said, 
"It has reached us that the leader of tribe of Thamud did not kill the she-camel until their 
youth, their elderly, their males and their females all pledged allegiance to him. 3d when the 
people cooperated in killing her, Allah destroyed them all with the same punishment due to 
their sin." Allah said, 



(And He feared not) it has also been recited as ( ) (So He feared not) 



(the consequences thereof.) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Allah does not fear any consequences from 
anyone else." Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Bakr bin 'Abdullah Al-Muzani and others all said the same. 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ash-Shams, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Layl 

(Chapter - 92) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Recitation of Surat Al-Layl in the ' Isha' Prayer 

The statement of the Prophet to Mif adh has already preceded, where he said, 

» 



« 

(Why did you not pray with (the recitation of) (Glorify the Name of your Lord the Most High) 
(87), and (By the sun and Duhaha) (91), and (By the night as it envelops) (92)) 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the night as it envelops.) (2. By the day as it appears.) (3. By Him Who created male and 
female.) (4. Certainly, your efforts and deeds are diverse.) (5. As for him who gives and has 
Taqwa,) (6. And believes in Al-Husna.) (7. We will make smooth for him the path of ease.) (8. 
But he who is greedy and thinks himself self-sufficient,) (9. And denies Al-Husna.) (10. We will 
make smooth for him the path to evil.) (11. And what will his wealth avail him when he goes 
down (in destruction)) 



Swearing by the Diversity of Mankind in Their Efforts and informing 

of the Different Results of that 



Allah swears by saying: 



(By the night as it envelops.) meaning, when it covers the creation with its darkness. 



(By the day as it appears.) meaning, with its light and its radiance. 



(By Him Who created male and female.) This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(And We have created you in pairs.) (78:8) It is also similar to saying, 



(And of everything We have created pairs.) (51:49) And just as these things that are being 
sworn by are opposites, likewise that which this swearing is about are opposing things. This is 
why Allah says, 



(Certainly, your efforts and deeds are diverse. ) meaning, the actions of the servants that they 
have performed are also opposites and diverse. Therefore, there are those who do good and 
there are those who do evil. Allah then says, 



(As for him who gives and has Taqwa.) meaning, he gives what he has been commanded to give 
and he fears Allah in his affairs. 



(And believes in Al-Husna.) meaning, in the compensation for that. This was said by Qatadah. 
Khusayf said, "In the reward." Then Allah says, 



(We will make smooth for him the path of ease.) Ibn " Abbas said, "Meaning for goodness." Thus, 
Allah says, 



(But he who is greedy) meaning, with that which he has. 



(and thinks himself self-sufficient,) " Ikrimah reported that Ibn 'Abbas said, "This means he is 
stingy with his wealth and considers himself to be in no need of his Lord, the Mighty and 
Majestic." This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



(And denies Al-Husna.) meaning, the recompense in the abode of the Hereafter. 



(We will make smooth for him the path to evil.) meaning, the path of evil. This is as Allah says, 



(And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as they refused to believe therein for the 
first time, and We shall leave them in their trespass to wander blindly.) (6:110) And there are 
many Ayat with this meaning, proving that Allah rewards those who intend good with success, 
while whoever intends evil is abandoned, and all of this is in accordance with a preordained 
decree. There are also many Hadithsthat prove this. 



The Narration of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Bakr that he said to the Messenger of Allah , "0 Messenger of 
Allah! Do we act according to what has already been decided, or is the matter just beginning 
(i.e., still undecided)" He replied, 

« » 

(Indeed it is according to what has already been decided.) Then Abu Bakr said, "Then what 
(good) are deeds, Messenger of Allah" He replied, 

« » 

(Everyone will find it easy to do such deeds that will lead him to what he was created for.) 

The Narration of AM 

Al-Bukhari recorded from Al i bin Abi Talib that they (the Companions) were with the 
Messenger of Allah at the cemetery of BaqT Al-Gharqad for a funeral, when the Prophet said, 



» 
« 



(There is none among you except that his place has already been written, a seat in Paradise 
and a seat in the Hellfire.) They said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Should we depend on this" He 
replied, 



« » 

(Perform deeds for everyone will have the deeds of what he was created for (Paradise or Hell) 
made easy for him.) Then he recited the Ayah 



(As for him who gives and has Taqwa, and believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him 
the path of ease.)" until the Ayah: 



(the path to evil) He (Imam Al-Bukhari) also recorded another similar narration from A.I i bin 
Abi Talib in which he said, "We were at a funeral in the cemetery of Baqf Al-Gharqad when 
the Messenger of Allah came and sat down. So we came and sat around him and he had a stick 
with him. Then he bowed his head and he began to scratch the ground with his stick. He then 
said, 



» 



« 

(There is not anyone among you -- or is not a single soul (that has been created) -- except that 
his place has been written in Paradise or in the Fire, and it has been written that he will be 
miserable or happy.) A man said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Should we just depend on what has 
been written for us and give up performing deeds For whoever of us is of the people of 
happiness then he will be of the people of happiness, and whoever among us is of the people of 
misery then he will be of the people of misery." The Prophet replied, 

» 



(Those people who are the people of happiness, they will have the deeds of the people of 
happiness made easy for them. And those people who are the people of misery, they will have 
the deeds of the people of misery made easy for them.) Then he recited the Ayah: 



« - 



(As for him who gives and has Taqwa, and believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him 
the path of ease (goodness). But he who is greedy and thinks himself self-sufficient, and belies 
Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him the path to evil.)) The other compilers of the Group 
have also recorded this Hadith. 



The Narration of ' Abdullah bin ' Umar 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn 'Umar that 'Umar said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Do you think 
that the deeds that we do are a matter that is already predetermined or are they something 
just beginning or new" The Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



(It is something that has already been predetermined. Therefore, work deeds, son of Al- 
Khattab! For verily, each person will have things made easy for him. 3d whoever is from the 
people of happiness, then he will work deeds for happiness, and whoever is from the people of 
misery, then he will work deeds for misery.)" This Hadith has been recorded by At-Tirmidhi in 
the Book of Al-Qadar and he said "Hasan Sahih." Another Hadith Narrated by Jabir Ibn Jarir 
recorded from Jabir bin 'Abdullah that he said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Are we performing 
deeds for something that has already been predetermined or is the matter based upon what we 
are j ust doing (now)" The Prophet replied, 



« » 



(It is a matter that has been predetermined.) Then Suraqah said, "Then what is the purpose of 
deeds" The Messenger of Allah then said, 



« » 



(Everyone who does deeds will have his deeds made easy for him.) Muslim also recorded this 
Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded from " Amir bin ' Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr that he said, "Abu Bakr used 
to free servants upon their acceptance of Islam in Makkah. He used to free the elderly and the 
women when they accepted Islam. So his father said to him, '0 my son! I see that you are 
freeing people who are weak. But if you freed strong men they could stand with you, defend 
you and protect you.' Abu Bakr replied, ' my father! I only want -- and I think he said -- what 
is with Allah.' Same people of my family have told me this Ayah was revealed about him: 



(As for him who gives and has Taqwa, and believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him 
the path of ease.)" Then Allah says, 



(And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down) Mujahid said, "This means when he 
dies." Abu Salih and Malik said -- narrating from Zayd bin Aslam, "When he goes down into the 
Fire." 



(12. Truly, on Us is (to give) guidance.) (13. And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) 
and the first (this world).) (14. Therefore I have warned you of a Fire Talazza.) (15. None shall 
enter it save the most wretched.) (16. Who denies and turns away.) (17. And those with Taqwa 
will be far removed from it.) (18. He who gives of his wealth for self-purification.) (19. And 
who has (in mind) no favor from anyone to be paid back.) (20. Except to seek the Face of his 
Lord, the Most High.) (21. He, surely, will be pleased.) 



The Matter of Guidance and other than it is in the Hand of Allah, 
and Allah's Warning about the Hellfire 



Qatadah said, 



(Truly, on Us is (to give) guidance.) "This means, We will explain what is lawful and what is 
prohibited." Others have said that it means, "Whoever traverses upon the path of guidance, 
then he will reach Allah (i.e., in the Hereafter)." They consider this Ayah like Allah's saying, 



(And upon Allah is the responsibility to explain the Sraight path.) (16:9) This has been 
mentioned by Ibn Jarir. Allah said; 



(And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first (this world).) This means, ' they 
both belong to Us and I (Allah) am in complete control of them.' Then Allah says, 



(Therefore I have warned you of a Fire Talazza.) Mujahid said, "Blazing." Imam Ahmad recorded 
from Smak bin Harb that he heard An-Nu' man bin Bashir giving a sermon, in which he said, "I 
heard the Messenger of Allah giving a sermon, in which he said: 

« » 

(I have warned you of the Fire.) And he said it in such a voice that if a man was in the 
marketplace he could hear it from where I am standing now. And he said it (with such force) 
that the garment that was on his shoulder fell down to his feet." Imam Ahmad recorded from 
Abu Ishaq that he heard An-Nu' man bin Bashir giving a sermon, in which he said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, 

» 



« 



(Verily, the person to be punished lightest of the people of the Fire on the Day of Judgement 
will be a man who will have placed on the soles of his feet two coals that will cause his brain to 
boil.)" Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded this narration. Muslim recorded that Abu Ishaq narrated 
from An-Nu* man bin Bashir that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, the lightest punishment received by the people of the Hellfire will be a man who will 
have two sandals whose straps will be made of fire that will cause his brain to boil just as a 
cauldron boils. Yet he will not think that anyone is receiving a torment more severe than him, 
even though he will be receiving the lightest punishment of them.) Allah says, 



(None shall enter it save the most wretched.) meaning, none will enter surrounded by it on all 
sides except the most wretched. Then Allah explains who this (the most wretched) is by His 
saying, 



(Who denies) meaning, in his heart. 



(and turns away.) meaning, from acting with his limbs and performing deeds according to their 
pillars. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(All of my followers will enter Paradise on the Day of Judgement except for whoever refuses.) 
They (the Companions) said, "Who would refuse, Messenger of Allah" He replied, 



» 



« 



(Whoever obeys me, he will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me, then he has refused.) 
Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith. Allah then says, 



(And those with Taqwa will be far removed from it.) meaning, the righteous, pure, most pious 
person will be saved from the Fire. Then He explains who he is by His saying, 



(He who gives of his wealth for self-purification.) meaning, he spends his wealth in obedience 
of his Lord in order to purify himself, his wealth and whatever Allah has bestowed upon him of 
religion and worldly things. 



(And who has (in mind) no favor from anyone to be paid back.) meaning, giving his wealth is 
not done so that he may gain some favor from someone wherein they return some good to him, 
and therefore he gives to get something in return. He only spends his wealth 



(to seek the Face of his Lord, the Most High) meaning, hoping to attain the blessing of seeing 
Him in the final abode in the Gardens of Paradise. Allah then says, 



(He, surely, will be pleased.) meaning, indeed those with these characteristics will be pleased. 



The Cause of this Revelation and the Virtue of Abu Bakr 

Many of the scholars of Tafsir have mentioned that these Ayat were revealed about Abu Bakr 
As-Sddiq. Some of them even mentioned that there is a consensus among the Qur'anic 
commentators concerning this. There is no doubt that he is included in the meaning of these 
Ayat, and that he is the most deserving of the Ummah to be described with these 
characteristics in general, for indeed, the wording of these Ayat is general. As in Allah's saying, 



(And those with Taqwa will be far removed from it. He who gives of his wealth for self- 
purification. And who has (in mind) no favor from anyone to be paid back.) However, he (Abu 
Bakr) was the first and foremost of this Ummah to have all of these characteristics and other 
praiseworthy characteristics as well. For verily, he was truthful, pious, generous, charitable, 



and he always spent his wealth in obedience of His Master (Allah) and in aiding the Messenger 
of Allah . How many Dirhams and Dinars did he spend seeking the Face of His Most Noble Lord. 
And did not consider any of the people as owning him some favor that he needed to get 
compensation for. Rather, his virtue and kindness was even shown towards leaders and chiefs 
from all the other tribes as well. This is why " Urwah bin Mas' ud, who was the chief of the 
Thaqif tribe, said to him on the day of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, "By Allah, if I did not owe 
you a debt, which I have not paid you back for, I would have responded to you (i.e., your call 
to Islam)." Abu Bakr As-Sddiq became angry with him for saying such a thing (i.e., I owe you 
something). 3d if this was his position with the chiefs of the Arabs and the heads of the tribes, 
then what about those other than them. Thus, Allah says, 



(And who has (in mind) no favor from anyone to be paid back. Except to seek the Face of his 
Lord, the Most High. He, surely, will be pleased.) And in the Two Sahihs it is recorded that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

» 

« 

(Whoever equipped two riding animals in the way of Allah, the Gatekeepers of Paradise will 
call to him saying, "0 servant of Allah! This is good.") So Abu Bakr said, "0 Messenger of Allah! 
The one who is called from them will not have any need. Will there be anyone who will be 
called from all of them" The Prophet replied, 

« » 

(Yes, and I hope that you will be one of them.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Layl, 
and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Ad-Duha 

(Chapter - 93) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the forenoon.) (2. By the night when it darkens.) (3. Your Lord has neither forsaken you 
nor hates you.) (4. And indeed the Hereafter is better for you than the present.) (5. And verily, 
your Lord will give you so that you shall be well-pleased.) (6. Did He not find you an orphan and 
gave you a refuge) (7. And He found you unaware and guided you) (8. And He found you poor 
and made you rich) (9. Therefore, treat not the orphan with oppression.) (10. And repulse not 
the one who asks.) (11. And proclaim the grace of your Lord.) 

The Reason for the Revelation of Surat Ad-Duha 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Jundub that he said, "The Prophet became ill, so he did not stand 
for prayer for a night or two. Then a woman came and said, ' Muhammad! I think that your 
devil has finally left you.' 3d Allah revealed, 



(By the forenoon. By the night when it darkens. Your Lord has neither forsaken you nor hates 
you.)" Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir, all recorded this 
Hadith. This Jundub (who narrated it) is Ibn 'Abdullah Al-Bajali AI-'Alaqi. In a narration from 
Al-Aswad bin Qays, he said that he heard Jundub say that Jibril was slow in coming to the 
Messenger of Allah . So the idolators said, "Muhammad's Lord has abandoned him." So Allah 
revealed, 



(By the forenoon. By the night when it darkens. Your Lord has neither forsaken you nor hates 
you.) 



(By the forenoon. By the night when it darkens.) AI-' Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas, "When the 
Qur'an was revealed to the Messenger of Allah , Jibril was delayed from coming to him for a 
number of days (on one occasion). Therefore, the Messenger of Allah was affected by this. 
Then the idolators began to say, 'His Lord has abandoned him and hates him.' Sb Allah 
revealed, 



(Your Lord has neither forsaken you nor hates you.)" In this, Allah is swearing by the forenoon 
and the light that He has placed in it. 



(By the night when it darkens (Saj a).) meaning, it settles, darkens meaning, it settles, darkens 
and overcomes them. This was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Zayd and others. This 
is a clear proof of the power of the Creator of this (light) and that (darkness). This is as Allah 
says, 



(By the night as it envelops. By the Day as it appears.) (92:1-2) Allah also says, 



((He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night for resting, and the sun and 
the moon for reckoning. Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) (6:96) Allah 
then says, 



(Your Lord has neither forsaken you) meaning, " He has not abandoned you. 



(nor hates (Qala) you.) meaning, " He does not hate you.' 



The Hereafter is Better Than This First Life 



(And indeed the Hereafter is better for you than the present.) meaning, the abode of the 
Hereafter is better for you than this current abode. For this reason the Messenger of Allah used 
to be the most abstinent of the people concerning the worldly things, and he was the greatest 
of them in his disregard for worldly matters. This is well known by necessity from his 
biography. When the Prophet was given the choice at the end of his life between remaining in 
this life forever and then going to Paradise, or moving on to the company of Allah, he chose 
that which is with Allah over this lowly world. Imam Ahmad recorded that " Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah was lying down on a straw mat and it left marks on his 
side. Then when he woke up he began to rub his side. So I said, ' Messenger of Allah! Will you 
allow us to spread something soft over this straw mat' He replied, 



» 



« 



(I have nothing to do with this world. The parable of me and this world is like a rider who rests 
in the shade of a tree, then he passes on and leaves it.)" At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah both 
recorded this Hadith by way of Al-Mas' udi. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 

The Numerous Bounties of the Hereafter are waiting for the 

Messenger of Allah 

Then Allah says, 



(And verily, your Lord will give you so that you shall be well-pleased.) meaning, in the final 
abode Allah will give him until He pleases him concerning his followers, and in that which He 
has prepared for him from His generosity. From this will be the River of Al-Kawthar, which will 
have domes of hollowed pearls on its banks, and the mud on its banks will be the strongest 
frangrance of musk, as will be mentioned. Imam Abu " Amr Al-Awza'i recorded that Ibn 'Abbas 
said, "The Messenger of Allah was shown that which his Ummah would be blessed with after 
him, treasure upon treasure. So he was pleased with that. Then Allah revealed, 



(And verily, your Lord will give you so that you shall be well-pleased.) So, Allah will give him in 
Paradise one million palaces, and each palace will contain whatever he wishes of wives and 
servants." This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim from his route of transmission. This 
chain of narration is authentic to Ibn " Abbas, and statements like this can only be said from 
that which isTawqif. 



A Mention of some of Allah's Favors upon the Messenger 
Enumerating His favors upon His Messenger, Muhammad 



Allah says; 



(Did He not find you an orphan and gave you a refuge) This refers to the fact that his father 
died while his mother was still pregnant with him, and his mother, Aminah bint Wahb died 
when he was only six years old. After this he was under the guardianship of his grandfather, 
" Abdul-Muttalib, until he died when Muhammad was eight years old. Then his uncle, Abu Talib 
took responsibility for him and continued to protect him, assist him, elavate his status, honor 
him, and even restrain his people from harming him when he was forty years of age and Allah 
commissioned him with the prophethood. Even with this, Abu Talib continued to follow the 
religion of his people, worshipping idols. All of this took place by the divine decree of Allah and 
His decree is most excellent. Until Abu Talib died a short time before the Hijrah. After this 
(Abu Talib's death) the foolish and ignorant people of the Quraysh began to attack him, so Allah 
chose for him to migrate away from them to the city of Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj among those 
who helped him (in Al-Madinah). Allah caused his Sunnah to be spread in the most perfect and 
complete manner. Then, when he arrived at their city, they gave him shelter, supported him, 
defended him and fought before him (against the enemies of Islam) -- may Allah be pleased 
with all of them. All of this was from Allah's protection for him, guarding over him and caring 
for him. Then Allah says, 



(He found you unaware and guided you) This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(And thus We have sent to you a Ruh from Our command, you knew not what is the Book, nor 
what is Faith. But We have made it a light wherewith We guide whosoever of our servants We 
will...) (42:52) Allah says, 



(And He found you poor and made you rich) meaning, 'you were poor having dependents, so 
Allah made you wealthy and independent of all others besides Him.' Thus, Allah combined for 
him the two positions: the one who is poor and patient, and the one who is wealthy and 
thankful. In the Two Sahihs it has been recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Wealth is not determined by abundance of possessions, but wealth is the richness of the soul.) 
In Sahih Muslim, it is recorded from 'Abdullah bin ' Amr that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever accepts Islam, is provided with his basic needs, and Allah makes him content with 
what He has given him, then he will be successful.) 



How should this Bounty be responded to 

Then Allah says, 



(Therefore, treat not the orphan with oppression.) meaning, 'just as you were an orphan and 
Allah sheltered you, then do not oppress the orphan.' In other words, 'do not humiliate him, 
scorn him or despise him. Rather, you should be kind and gentle to him.' Qatadah said, "Be like 
a merciful father to the orphan." 



(And repulse not the one who asks.) meaning, 'just as you were astray and Allah guided you, 
then do not scorn the one who asks for knowledge seeking to be guided.' Ibn Ishaq said, 



(And repulse not the one who asks.) "This means do not be oppressive, arrogant, wicked, or 
mean to the weak among Allah's servants." Qatadah said, "This means respond to the poor with 
mercy and gentleness." 



(And procalim the grace of your Lord.) meaning, 'just as you were poor and needy, and Allah 
made you wealthy, then tell about Allah's favor upon you.' Abu Dawud recorded from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



« » 

(Whoever is not thankful to the people, then he is not thankful to Allah.) At-Tirmidhi also 
recorded this Hadith and he said, "Sahih". Abu Dawud recorded from Jabir that the Prophet 
said, 



» 

« 

(Whoever overcomes some test (i.e., calamity) and mentions it (to others), then he is indeed 
thankful. And whoever conceals it, then indeed he was ungrateful.) Abu Dawud was alone in 
recording this Hadith. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Ad-Duha, and unto Allah is due all 
praise and thanks. 

The Tafsir of Surah Alam Nashrah (Surat Ash-Sharh) 

(Chapter - 94) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Have We not opened your breast for you) (2. And removed from you your burden.) (3. Which 
weighed down your back) (4. And have We not raised high your fame) (5. Verily, along with 
every hardship is relief,) (6. Verily, along with every hardship is relief.) (7. So when you have 
finished, devote yourself to Allah's worship.) (8. And to your Lord turn intentions and hopes.) 

The Meaning of opening the Breast 

Allah says, 



(Have We not opened your breast for you) meaning, ' have We not opened your chest for you. 
This means, ' We illuminated it, and We made it spacious, vast and wide.' This is as Allah says, 



(And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to Islam.) (6:125) And just as Allah 
expanded his chest, He also made His Law vast, wide, accommodating and easy, containing no 
difficulty, hardship or burden. 



A Discussion of Allah's Favor upon His Messenger Concerning Allah's 

statement, 



(And removed from you your burden.) This means 



(That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the future.) (48:2) 



(Which weighed down your back) Al-lnqad means the sound. And more than one of the Salaf has 
said concerning Allah's saying, 



(Which weighed down your back) meaning, * its burden weighed heavy upon you.' 

The Tafsir of Surah Wat-Tin waz-Zaytun 

(Chapter - 95) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Recitation of Surat At-Tin in the Prayer while traveling 

Malik and Shu' bah narrated from " Adi bin Thabit, who narrated that Al-Bara' bin ' Azib said, 
"The Prophet used to recite in one of his Rak* ahs while traveling ' At-Tin waz-Zaytun' (Surat At- 



Tin), and I have never heard anyone with a nicer voice or recitation than him." The Group has 
recorded this Hadith in their books. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By At -Tin and Az-Zaytun.) (2. By Tur Snin.) (3. By this city of security.) (4. Verily, We 
created man in the best form.) (5. Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.) (6. Save 
those who believe and do righteous deeds. Then they shall have a reward without end.) (7. 
Then what causes you to deny after this the Recompense) (8. Is not Allah the best of judges) 



The Explanation of At-Tin and what comes after it 

AI-* Awfi reported from Ibn 'Abbas that what is meant by At-Tin is the Masjid of Nuh that was 
built upon Mount Al-Judi. Mujahid said, "It is this fig that you have." 



(By Az-Zaytun.) Ka' b Al-Ahbar, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd and others have said, "It is the Masjid of 
Jerusalem (Bayt Al-Maqdis)." Mujahid and " Ikrimah said, "It is this olive which you press (to 
extract the oil)." 



(By Tur Snin.) Ka' b Al-Ahbar and several others have said, "It is the mountain upon which Allah 
spoke to Musa." 



(By this city of security.) meaning Makkah. This was said by Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al- 
Hasan, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Ibn Zayd and Ka' b Al-Ahbar. There is no difference of opinion 
about this. Some of the Imams have said that these are three different places, and that Allah 
sent a Messenger to each of them from the Leading Messengers, who delivered the Great Codes 
of Law. The first place is that of the fig and the olive, which was Jerusalem, where Allah sent 
' Isa bin Maryam. The second place is Mount Snin, which is Mount Snai where Allah spoke to 
Musa bin ' Imran. The third place is Makkah, and it is the city of security where whoever enters 
is safe. It is also the city in which Muhammad was sent. They have said that these three places 
are mentioned at the end of the Tawrah. The verse says, "Allah has come from Mount Snai - 
meaning the one upon which Allah spoke to Musa bin * Imran; and shined from Sa' ir - meaning 
the mountain of Jerusalem from which Allah sent " Isa; and appeared from the mountains of 
Faran - meaning the mountains of Makkah from which Allah sent ' Isa; and appeared from the 
mountains of Faran - meaning the mountains of Makkah from which Allah sent Muhammad ." 
Thus, He mentioned them in order to inform about them based upon their order of existence in 
time. This iswhy He swore by a noble place, then by a nobler place, and then by a place that is 
the nobler than both of them. 



Man becoming Lowly even though He was created in the Best Form 

and the Result of that Allah says, 



(Verily, We created man in the best form.) This is the subject being sworn about, and it is that 
Allah created man in the best image and form, standing upright with straight limbs that He 
beautified. 



(Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.) meaning, to the Hellfire. This was said by 
Mujahid, Abu AI-'Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Ibn Zayd and others. Then after this attractiveness and 
beauty, their destination will be to the Hell-fire if they disobey Allah and belie the Messengers. 
This iswhy Allah says, 



(Save those who believe and do righteous deeds.) Some have said, 



(Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.) "This means decrepit old age." This has been 
reported from Ibn 'Abbas and 'Ikrimah. 'Ikrimah even said, "Whoever gathers the Qur'an (i.e., 
he memorizes it all), then he will not be returned to decrepit old age." Ibn Jarir preferred this 
explanation. Even if this was the meaning, it would not be correct to exclude the believers 
from this, because some of them are also overcome by the senility of old age. Thus, the 
meaning here is what we have already mentioned (i.e., the first view), which is similar to 
Allah's saying, 



(By AI-* Asr. Verily man is in loss, except those who believe and perform righteous deeds.) 
(103:1-3) Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Then they shall have a reward without end.) meaning, that will not end, as we have 
mentioned previously. Then Allah says, 



(Then what causes you to deny) meaning, ' Son of Adam! 



(after thisthe Recompense) meaning, ' in the recompense that will take place in the Hereafter. 
For indeed you know the beginning, and you know that He Who is able to begin (the creation) is 
also able to repeat it which is easier. 3d what is it that makes you deny the final return in the 
Hereafter after you have known this' Then Allah says, 



(Is not the Allah the best of judges) meaning, 'is He not the best of judges, Who does not 
oppress or do any injustice to anyone' And from His justice is that He will establish the 
Judgement, and He will give retribution to the person who was wronged in this life against 
whoever wronged him. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat wat-Tin waz-Zaytun and all praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Iqra' (Surat Al- Alaq) 

(Chapter - 96) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

This was the First of the Qur'an revealed 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Read! In the Name of your Lord Who created.) (2. He has created man from a clot.) (3. 
Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous.) (4. Who has taught by the pen.) (5. He has taught 
man that which he knew not.) 

The Beginning of the Prophethood of Muhammad and the First of 

the Qur'an revealed 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ' A'ishah said: The first thing that began happening with the 
Messenger of Allah from the revelation was dreams that he would see in his sleep that would 
come true. He would not see any dream except that it would come true just like the (clearness 
of) the daybreak in the morning. Then seclusion became beloved to him. 3d, he used to go to 
the cave of Hira' and devote himself to worship there for a number of nights, and he would 
bring provisions for that. Then he would return to Khadijah and replenish his provisions for a 
similar number of nights. This continued until the revelation suddenly came to him while he 
was in the cave of Hira'. The angel came to him while he was in the cave and said, "Read!" The 
Messen- ger of Allah said, 



« : » 



(I replied: "I am not one who reads.) Then he said, "So he (the angel) seized me and pressed me 
until I could no longer bear it. Then he released me and said: ' Read!' 3d I replied: ' I am not 
one who reads.' So, he pressed me a second time until I could no longer bear it. Then he 
released me and said: 



(Read in the Name of your Lord who has created.) until he reached the Ayah, 



(That which he knew not. )" So he returned with them (those Ayat) and with his heart trembling 
until he came (home) to Khadijah, and he said, 



« » 



(Wrap me up, wrap me up!) So they wrapped him up until his fear went away. After that he 
told Khadijah everything that had happened (and said), 



« » 

(I fear that something may happen to me.) Khadijah replied, "Never! By Allah, Allah will never 
disgrace you. You keep good relations with your relatives, you speak the truth, you help the 
poor and the destitute, you serve your guests generously, and you help the deserving, calamity 
afflicted people." Khadijah then accompanied him to her cousin Waraqah bin Nawfal bin Asad 
bin ' Abdul-' Uzza bin Qusay, who, during the period of ignorance became a Christian and used 
to scribe the Scriptures in Arabic. He would write from the Injil in Hebrew as much as Allah 
willed for him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight. Khadijah said to him, "0 
my cousin! Listen to the story of your nephew." Waraqah asked, "0 my nephew! What have you 
seen" Allah's Messenger described what he saw. Waraqah said, "This is An-Namus whom Allah 
had sent to Musa. I wish I was young and could live until the time when your people would drive 
you out." Allah's Messenger asked, 

« » 

(Will they drive me out) Waraqah replied in the affirmative and said, "Anyone who came with 
something similar to what you have brought, was treated with hostility and enmity; and if I 
should remain alive till that day then I would firmly support you." But Waraqah did not remain. 
He died and the revelation paused until Allah's Messenger became sad according to what we 
were told. Due to this grief he set out a number of times with the intent of throwing himself 
from the mountain tops. However, every time he would reach the peak of a mountain to throw 
himself from it, Jibril would appear to him and say, "0 Muhammad! You are truly the Messenger 
of Allah!" Therefore, his worry would be eased, his soul would be settled and he would return 
(down from the mountain). Then, when the revelation did not come again for a long time, he 
set out as he had done before. So when he reached the peak of the mountain, Jibril appeared 
to him again and said to him the same as he had said before." This Hadith has been recorded in 
the Two Sahihs by way of Az-Zuhri. We have already discussed this Hadith's chain of narration, 
its text and its meanings at length in the beginning of our explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari. 
Therefore, whoever would like to read it, it is researched there, and all praise and blessings 
are due to Allah. So the first thing that was revealed of the Qur'an were these noble and 
blessed Ayat. They are the first mercy that Allah bestowed upon His servants and the first 
bounty that Allah favored them with. 



The Honor and Nobility of Man is in His Knowledge 

These Ayat inform of the beginning of man's creation from a dangling clot, and that out of 
Allah's generosity He taught man that which he did not know. Thus, Allah exalted him and 
honored him by giving him knowledge, and it is the dignity that the Father of Humanity, Adam, 
was distinguished with over the angels. Knowledge sometimes is in the mind, sometimes on the 
tongue, and sometimes in writing with the fingers. Thus, it may be intellectual, spoken and 
written. And while the last (written) necessitates the first two (intellectual and spoken), the 
reverse is not true. For this reason Allah says, 



(Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught by the pen. He has taught man that 
which he knew not.) There is a narration that states, "Record knowledge by writing." There is 
also a saying which states, "Whoever acts according to what he knows, Allah will make him 
inherit knowledge that he did not know." 



(6. Nay! Verily, man does transgress.) (7. Because he considers himself self-sufficient.) (8. 
Surely, unto your Lord isthe return.) (9. Have you seen him who prevents) (10. A servant when 
he prays) (11. Have you seen if he is on the guidance) (12. Or enjoins Taqwa) (13. Have you 
seen if he denies and turns away) (14. Knows he not that Allah sees) (15. Nay! If he ceases not, 
We will scorch his forehead --) (16. A lying, sinful forehead!) (17. Then let him call upon his 
council.) (18. We will call out the guards of Hell!) (19. Nay! Do not obey him. Fall prostrate and 
draw near (to Allah)!) 



The Threat against Man's Transgression for the sake of Wealth 

Allah informs that man is very pleased, most evil, scornful and transgressive when he considers 
himself self-sufficient and having an abundance of wealth. Then Allah threatens, warns and 
admonishes him in His saying, 



(Surely, unto your Lord isthe return.) meaning, ' unto Allah isthe final destination and return, 
and He will hold you accountable for your wealth, as to where you obtained it from and how 
did you spend it.' 



Scolding of Abu Jahl and the Threat of seizing Him 

Then Allah says, 



(Have you seen him who prevents. A servant when he prays) This was revealed about Abu Jahl, 
may Allah curse him. He threatened the Prophet for performing Salah at the Ka' bah. Thus, 
Allah firstly admonished him with that which was better by saying, 



(Have you seen if he is on the guidance.) meaning, 'do you think this man whom you are 
preventing is upon the straight path in his action, or 



(Or enjoins Taqwa) in his statements Yet, you rebuke him and threaten him due to his prayer. 
Thus, Allah says, 



(Knows he not that Allah sees) meaning, doesn't this person who is preventing this man who is 
following correct guidance know that Allah sees him and hears his words, and He will 
compensate him in full for what he has done Then Allah says by way of warning and 
threatening, 



(Nay! If he ceases not,) meaning, if he does not recant from his discord and obstinacy, 



(We will scorch his forehead.) meaning, ' indeed We will make it extremely black on the Day of 
Judgement.' Then He says, 



(A lying, sinful forehead!) meaning, the forehead of Abu Jahl is lying in its statements and 
sinful in its actions. 



(Then let him call upon his council.) meaning, his people and his tribe. In other words, let him 
call them in order to seek help from them. 



(We will call out the guards of Hell!) 'And they are the angels of torment. This is so that he 
may know who will win -- Our group or his group' Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas said, 
"Abu Jahl said, ' If I see Muhammad praying at the Ka'bah, I will stomp on his neck.' 3d this 
reached the Prophet , who said, 

« » 

(If he does, he will be seized by the angels.)" This Hadith was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and 
An-Nasa'i in their Books of Tafsir. Likewise, it has been recorded by Ibn Jarir. Ahmad, At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir, all recorded it from Ibn 'Abbas with the following wording: 
"The Messenger of Allah was praying at the Maqam (prayer station of Ibrahim) when Abu Jahl 
bin Hisham passed by him and said, '0 Muhammad! Haven't I prevented you from this' He 
threatened the Prophet and thus, the Messenger of Allah became angry with him and 
reprimanded him. Then he said, '0 Muhammad! What can you threaten me with By Allah, I 
have the most kinsmen of this valley with me in the large.' Then Allah revealed, 



(Then let him call upon his council. We will call out the guards of Hell!)" Ibn ' Abbas then said, 
"If he had called his people, the angels of torment would have seized him at that very instant." 
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Ibn Jarir recorded from Abu Hurayrah that Abu Jahl said, "Does 
Muhammad cover his face with dust (i.e., from prostration) while he is among you all" They 
(the people) replied, "Yes." Then he said, "By Al-Lat and AI-' Uzza, if I see him praying like this, 
I will stomp on his neck, and I will certainly put his face in the dust." So the Messenger of Allah 
came and he began praying, which made it possible for Abu Jahl to stomp on his neck. Then the 
people became surprised at him (Abu Jahl) because he began retreating on his heels and 
covering himself with his hands. Then it was said to him, "What's the matter with you" He 
replied, "Verily, between me and him is a ditch of fire, monsters and wings." Then the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(If he had come near me, the angels would have snatched him limb by limb.) The narrator 
added; "Allah revealed an Ayah, but I do not know whether it is concerning the Hadith of Abu 
Hurayrah or not: 



(Nay! Verily, man does transgress.) to the end of the Surah." Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Muslim, 
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Abi Hatim all recorded this Hadith. 



Amusement for the Prophet 



Then Allah says, 



(Nay! Do not obey him.) meaning, '0 Muhammad! Do not obey him in what he is forbidding 
from such as steadfastness in worship and performing worship in abundance. Pray wherever you 
wish and do not worry about him. For indeed Allah will protect you and help you, and He will 
defend you against the people.' 



(Fall prostrate and draw near (to Allah)!) This is just like what has been confirmed in the Sahih 
of Muslim on the authority of Abu Salih who reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 



» 
« 



(The closest that a servant can be to his Lord is when he is in prostration. Therefore, make 
abundant supplications (i.e., while prostrating).)" It has also been mentioned previously that 
the Messenger of Allah used to prostrate when he recited 



(When the heaven is split asunder.) (84:1) and 



(Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created.) (96:1) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah 
Iqra' (Surat Al-' Alaq). Unto Allah is due all praise and thanks, and He is the Giver of success and 
protection against error. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Qadr 

(Chapter - 97) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Verily, We have sent it down in the Night of Al-Qadr.) (2. And what will make you know 
what the Night of Al-Qadr is) (3. The Night of Al-Qadr is better than a thousand months.) (4. 
Therein descend the angels and the Ruh by their Lord's permission with every matter.) (5. 
There is peace until the appearance of dawn.) 



The Virtues of the Night of Al-Qadr (the Decree) 

Allah informsthat He sent the Qur'an down during the Night of Al-Qadr, and it is a blessed night 
about which Allah says, 



(We sent it down on a blessed night.) (44:3) This is the Night of Al-Qadr and it occurs during 
the month of Ramadan. This is as Allah says, 



(The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an.) (2:185) Ibn " Abbas and others have 
said, "Allah sent the Qur'an down all at one time from the Preserved Tablet (Al-Lawh Al- 
Mahfuz) to the House of Might (Baytul-* Izzah), which is in the heaven of this world. Then it 
came down in parts to the Messenger of Allah based upon the incidents that occurred over a 
period of twenty-three years." Then Allah magnified the status of the Night of Al-Qadr, which 
He chose for the revelation of the Mighty Qur'an, by His saying, 



(And what will make you know what the Night of Al-Qadr is The Night of Al-Qadr is better than 
a thousand months.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah "When Ramadan would come, 
the Messenger of Allah would say, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the month of Ramadan has come to you all. It is a blessed month, which Allah has 
obligated you all to fast. During it the gates of Paradise are opened, the gates of Hell are 
closed and the devils are shackled. In it there is a night that is better than one thousand 
months. Whoever is deprived of its good, then he has truly been deprived.)" An-Nasa'i recorded 
this same Hadith. Aside from the fact that worship during the Night of Al-Qadr is equivalent to 
worship performed for a period of one thousand months, it is also confirmed in the Two Sahihs 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 
« 



(Whoever stands (in prayer) during the Night of Al-Qadr with faith and expecting reward (from 
Allah), he will be forgiven for his previous sins.) 



The Descent of the Angels and the Decree for Every Good during 

the Night of Al-Qadr 

Allah says, 



(Therein descend the angels and the Ruh by their Lord's permission with every matter.) 
meaning, the angels descend in abundance during the Night of Al-Qadr due to its abundant 
blessings. The angels descend with the descending of blessings and mercy, just as they descend 
when the Qur'an is recited, they surround the circles of Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) and they 
lower their wings with true respect for the student of knowledge. In reference to Ar-Ruh, it is 
said that here it means the angel Jibril. Therefore, the wording of the Ayah is a method of 
adding the name of the distinct object (in this case Jibril) separate from the general group (in 
this case the angels). Concerning Allah's statement, 



(with every matter.) Mujahid said, "Peace concerning every matter." Sa id bin Mansur said, ' Isa 
bin Yunus told us that Al-A' mash narrated to them that Mujahid said concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(There is peace) "It is security in which Shaytan cannot do any evil or any harm." Qatadah and 
others have said, "The matters are determined during it, and the times of death and provisions 
are measured out (i.e., decided) during it." Allah says, 



(Therein is decreed every matter of decree.) (44:4) Then Allah says, 



(There is peace until the appearance of dawn.) Sa' id bin Mansur said, "Hushaym narrated to us 
on the authority of Abu Ishaq, who narrated that Ash-Sha' bi said concerning Allah's statement, 



(With every matter, there is a peace until the appearance of dawn.) 'The angels giving the 
greetings of peace during the Night of Al-Qadr to the people in the Masjids until the coming of 
Fajr (dawn).'" Qatadah and Ibn Zayd both said concerning Allah's statement, 



(There is peace.) "This means all of it is good and there is no evil in it until the coming of Fajr 
(dawn)." 



Specifying the Night of Decree and its Signs 

This is supported by what Imam Ahmad recorded from " Ubadah bin As-Samit that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The Night of Al-Qadr occurs during the last ten (nights). Whoever stands for them (in prayer) 
seeking their reward, then indeed Allah will forgive his previous sins and his latter sins. It is an 
odd night: the ninth, or the seventh, or the fifth, or the third or the last night (of Ramadan).) 
The Messenger of Allah also said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, the sign of the Night of Al-Qadr is that it is pure and glowing as if there were a bright, 
tranquil, calm moon during it. It is not cold, nor is it hot, and no shooting star is permitted 
until morning. Its sign is that the sun appears on the morning following it smooth having no rays 
on it, just like the moon on a full moon night. Shaytan is not allowed to come out with it (the 
sun) on that day.) This chain of narration is good. In its text there is some oddities and in some 
of its wordings there are things that are objectionable. Abu Dawud mentioned a section in his 
Sunan that he titled, "Chapter: Clarification that the Night of Al-Qadr occurs during every 
Ramadan." Then he recorded that " Abdullah bin ' Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah was asked 
about the Night of Al-Qadr while I was listening and he said, 



« » 



(It occurs during every Ramadan.)" The men of this chain of narration are all reliable, but Abu 
Dawud said that Shu' bah and Sufyan both narrated it from Ishaq and they both considered it to 
be a statement of the Companion (Ibn ' Umar, and thus not the statement of the Prophet ). It 
has been reported that Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri said, "The Messenger of Allah performed Ttikaf 
during the first ten nights of Ramadan and we performed \" tikaf with him. Then Jibril came to 



him and said, 'That which you are seeking is in front of you.' So the Prophet performed I" tikaf 
during the middle ten days of Ramadan and we also performed T tikaf with him. Then Jibril 
came to him and said; 'That which you are seeking is ahead of you.' So the Prophet stood up 
and gave a sermon on the morning of the twentieth of Ramadan and he said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever performed T tikaf with me, let him come back (for T tikaf again), for verily I saw the 
Night of Al-Qadr, and I was caused to forget it, and indeed it is during the last ten (nights). It is 
during an odd night and I saw myself as if I were prostrating in mud and water.) The roof of the 
Masjid was made of dried palm-tree leaves and we did not see anything (i.e., clouds) in the 
sky. But then a patch of wind-driven clouds came and it rained. So the Prophet lead us in 
prayer until we saw the traces of mud and water on the forehead of the Messenger of Allah , 
which confirmed his dream." In one narration it adds that this occurred on the morning of the 
twenty-first night (meaning the next morning). They both (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) recorded it 
in the Two Sahihs. Ash-ShafT i said, "This Hadith is the most authentic of what has been 
reported." It has also been said that it is on the twenty-third night due to a Hadith narrated 
from 'Abdullah bin Unays in Sahih Muslim. It has also been said that it is on the twenty-fifth 
night due to what Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn ' Abbas that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Seek it in the last ten (nights) of Ramadan. In the ninth it still remains, in the seventh it still 
remains, in the fifth it still remains.) Many have explained this Hadith to refer to the odd 
nights, and this is the most apparent and most popular explanation. It has also been said that it 
occurs on the twenty-seventh night because of what Muslim recorded in his Sahih from Ubay 
bin Ka' b that the Messenger of Allah mentioned that it was on the twenty-seventh night. Imam 
Ahmad recorded from Zirr that he asked Ubayy bin Ka' b, "0 Abu Al-Mundhir! Verily, your 
brother Ibn Mas' ud says whoever stands for prayer (at night) the entire year, will catch the 
Night of Al-Qadr." He (Ubayy) said, "May Allah have mercy upon him. Indeed he knows that it is 
during the month of Ramadan and that it is the twenty-seventh night." Then he swore by Allah. 
Zirr then said, "How do you know that" Ubayy replied, "By a sign or an indication that he (the 
Prophet ) informed us of. It rises that next day having no rays on it -- meaning the sun." Muslim 
has also recorded it. It has been said that it is the night of the twenty-ninth. Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal recorded from ' Ubadah bin As-Samit that he asked the Messenger of Allah about the 
Night of Decree and he replied, 



» 



« 

(Seek it in Ramadan in the last ten nights. For verily, it is during the odd nights, the twenty- 
first, or the twenty-third, or the twenty-fifth, or the twenty-seventh, or the twenty-ninth, or 
during the last night.) Imam Ahmad also recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of 
Allah said about the Night of Al-Qadr, 

» 



« 

(Verily, it is during the twenty-seventh or the twenty-ninth night. And verily, the angels who 
are on the earth during that night are more numerous than the number of pebbles.) Ahmad was 
alone in recording this Hadith and there is nothing wrong with its chain of narration. At- 
Tirmidhi recorded from Abu Qilabah that he said, "The Night of Al-Qadr moves around (i.e., 
from year to year) throughout the last ten nights." This view that At-Tirmidhi mentions from 
Abu Qilabah has also been recorded by Malik, Ath-Thawri, Ahmad bin Hanbal, Ishaq bin 
Rahuyah, Abu Thawr, Al-Muzani, Abu Bakr bin Khuzaymah and others. It has also been related 
from Ash-ShafTi, and Al-Qadi reported it from him, and this is most likely. And Allah knows 
best. 



Supplication during the Night of Decree 

It is recommended to supplicate often during all times, especially during the month of 
Ramadan, in the last ten nights, and during the odd nights of it even more so. It is 
recommended that one say the following supplication a lot: "0 Allah! Verily, You are the Oft- 
Pardoning, You love to pardon, so pardon me." This is due to what Imam Ahmad recorded from 
" Aishah, that she said, "0 Messenger of Allah! If I find the Night of Al-Qadr what should I say" 
He replied, 

« : » 

(Say: "0 Allah! Verily, You are the Oft -Pardoning, You love to pardon, so pardon me.") At- 
Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah have all recorded this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith 
is Hasan Sahih." Al-Hakim recorded it in his Mustadrak (with a different chain of narration) and 



he said that it is authentic according to the criteria of the two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim). An-Nasa'i also recorded it. Thisisthe end of the Tafsir of Surah Laylat Al-Qadr, and all 
praise and blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Lam Yakun (Al-Bayyinah) 

(Chapter - 98) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Messenger of Allah recited this Surah to Ubayy 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah said to Ubayy bin Ka* b, 

» 



« 

(Verily, Allah has commanded me to recite to you (Those who disbelieve from among the 
People of the Scripture.)) Ubayy said, "He (Allah) mentioned me by name to you" The Prophet 
replied, 

« » 

(Yes.) So he (Ubayy) cried. Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i all recorded this 
Hadith from Shu' bah. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture and the idolators, were not 
going to leave until there came to them the Bayyinah.) (2. A Messenger from Allah reciting 
purified pages.) (3. Wherein are upright Books.) (4. And the People of the Scripture differed 
not until after there came to them the Bayyinah.) (5. And they were commanded not, but that 
they should worship Allah, making religion purely for Him alone, Hunafa', and that they 
perform Salah and give Zakah, and that isthe right religion.) 



Mentioning the Situation of the Disbelievers among the People of 
the Scripture and the Idolators 

As for the People of the Scripture, they are the Jews and the Christians, and the idolators are 
the worshippers of idols and fire among the Arabs and the non-Arabs. Mujahid said, they are 
not going 



(to leave) "Meaning, they will not be finished until the truth becomes clear to them." Qatadah 
also said the same thing. 



(until there came to them the Bayyinah.) meaning, thisQur'an. This is why Allah says, 



(Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture and idolators, were not going to 
leave until there came to them the Bayyinah.) Then He explains what the Bayyinah is by His 
saying, 



(A Messenger from Allah, reciting purified pages.) meaning, Muhammad and the Magnificent 
Qur'an he recites, which is written down among the most high gathering in purified pages. This 
is similar to Allah's statement, 



(In Records held in honor. Exalted, purified, in the hands of scribes (angels). Honorable and 
obedient.) (80:13-16) Then Allah says, 



(Wherein are upright Books.) Ibn Jarir said, "Meaning in the purified pages are Books from Allah 
that are upright, just and straight. They have no mistakes in them because they are from Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic." 



The Differing only occurred after the Knowledge came 

Allah says, 



(And the People of the Scripture differed not until after there came to them the Bayyinah.) 
This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And be not as those who divided and differed among themselves after the Bayyinat came to 
them. It is they for whom there is an awful torment.) (3:105) This refers to the people of those 
divinely revealed Scriptures that were sent down to the nations that were before us. After 
Allah established the proofs and evidences against them, they divided and differed concerning 
that which Allah had intended in their Scriptures, and they had many differences. This is like 
what has been reported in a Hadith that has many routes of transmission, 

» 



« 

(Verily, the Jews differed until they became seventy-one sects. And verily, the Christians 
differed until they became seventy-two sects. And this Ummah will divide into seventy-three 
sects, and all of them will be in the Fire except one.) They said, "Who are they, Messenger of 
Allah" He replied, 

« » 

((Those who are upon) what I and my Companions are upon.) 



The Command of Allah was merely that They make their Religion 

solely for Him 

Allah says, 



(And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allah, making religion purely for 
Him alone,) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him: La ilaha ilia Ana.) 
(21:25) Thus, Allah says, 



(Hunafa') meaning, avoiding Shirk and being truly devout to Tawhid. This is like Allah's 
statement, 



(And Verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and 
avoid the Taghut (false deities).") (16:36) A discussion of the word Hanif has already been 
mentioned previously and in Surat Al-An' am, so there is no need to repeat it here. 



(and perform Salah) And this isthe best of the physical forms of worship. 



(and give Zakah,) This is doing good to the poor and the needy. 



(and that isthe right religion.) meaning, the upright and just religion, or the nation that is 
straight and balanced. 



(6. Verily, those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture and idolators, will 
abide in the fire of Hell. They are the worst of creatures.) (7. Verily, those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, they are the best of creatures.) (8. Their reward with their Lord is 
Eternal Gardens, underneath which rivers flow. They will abide therein forever, Allah will be 
pleased with them, and they well-pleased with Him. That is for him who fears his Lord.) 



Mentioning the Worse and Best of Creation and Their Recompense 

Allah informs of what will happen to the wicked disbelievers among the People of the Scripture 
and the idolators who oppose the Allah's divinely revealed Books and the Prophets whom He 



sent. He says that they will be in the fire of Hell on the Day of Judgement and they will abide 
therein forever. This means that they will remain in it and they will have no way out of it and 
they will not cease being in it. 



(They are the worst of creatures.) meaning, they are the worst creation that Allah has 
fashioned and created. Then Allah informs about the situation of the righteous people who 
believed in their hearts and performed righteous deeds with their bodies. He says that they are 
the best of creation. Abu Hurayrah and a group of the scholars have used this Ayah as a proof 
that the believers have a status among the creatures that is better than the angels. This is 
because Allah says, 



(They are the best of creatures.) Then Allah says, 



(Their reward with their Lord) meaning, on the Day of Judgement. 



(is Eternal Gardens underneath which rivers flow. They will abide therein forever,) meaning, 
having no end, no break and no conclusion. 



(Allah will be pleased with them, and they well-pleased with Him.) The condition of Him being 
pleased with them is more illustri- ous than all of the everlasting delights that they will be 
given. 



(and they well-pleased with Him.) Due to the comprehensive favors He has given them. Then 
Allah says, 



(That is for him who fears his Lord.) meaning, this is the reward that will be attained by those 
who revere Allah and fear Him as He deserves to be feared. This is the person who worships 
Allah as if he sees Him, and he knows that even though he does not see Him, indeed Allah sees 
him. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



« » 



(Shall I not inform you of the best of creation) They said, "Of course, Messenger of Allah!" He 
said, 



» 



« 

(A man who takes the reins of his horse in the way of Allah, and whenever there is a fearful cry 
from the enemy, he climbs upon it. Shall I not inform you of the best of creation) They said, 
"Of course, Messenger of Allah!" He said, 

» 

« 

(A man who has a flock of sheep and he establishes the prayer and gives the obligatory charity. 
Shall I not inform you of the worst of creation) They said, "Of course." He said, 

« » 

(The person who is asked by Allah and he does not give by Him.) This is the end of the Tafsir of 
Surat Lam Yakun (Al-Bayyinah), and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Idha Zulzilat (Az-Zalzalah) 

(Chapter - 99) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Virtues of Surat Az-Zalzalah 

Imam Ahmad recorded from " Abdullah bin ' Amr that he said, "A man came to the Messenger of 
Allah and said, ' Teach me what to recite, Messenger of Allah!' The Prophet said, 



« » 

(Recite three from those which begin with the letters Alif, Lam, Ra') The man then said to 
him, ' I have become old in age, my heart has hardened and my tongue has become harsh.' The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(Then recite from those which begin with the letters Ha-Mirm.) The man said the same thing as 
he had said before, so the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Recite three from the Musabbihat.) The man again said the same thing as he had said before. 
Then the man said, " Rather give me something to recite that is comprehensive (of all of these), 
Messenger of Allah.' So the Prophet told him to recite 



(When the earth quakes with its Zilzal.) Then when he (the Prophet ) finished reciting the 
Surah to him the man said, x By He Who has sent you you with the truth as a Prophet, I will 
never add anything else to it.' Then the man turned away and left, and the Prophet said, 

« » 

(The little man has been successful, the little man has been successful.) Then the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Bring him back to me.) So the man came to him and the Prophet said to him, 

» 

« 

(I have also been commanded to celebrate ' Id Al-Adha, which Allah has made a celebration for 
this Ummah.) The man said " What do you think if I am only able to acquire a borrowed milking 
she-camel -- should I slaughter it' The Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(No. But you should cut your hair, clip your nails, trim your mustache, shave your pubic area 
and that will be the completion of your sacrifice with Allah, the Mighty and Majestic.)" Abu 
Dawud and An-Nasa'i recorded this (Hadith. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When the earth quakes with its Zilzal.) (2. And when the earth throws out its burdens.) (3. 
And man will say: "What is the matter with it") (4. That Day it will declare its information.) (5. 
Because your Lord will inspire it.) (6. That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that 
they may be shown their deeds.) (7. So, whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of 
dust shall see it.) (8. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see 
it.) 



The Day of Judgement, what will take place during it, the Condition 
of the Earth and the Condition of the People 

Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(When the earth quakes with its Zilzal .) "This meansthat it will move from beneath it. 



(And when the earth throws out its burdens.) meaning, it will throw forth that which is in it of 
the dead. More than one of the Salaf have said this and it is similar to Allah's statement, 



(0 mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake (Zalzalah) of the Hour is a 
terrible thing.) (22:1) This is also similar to His saying, 



(And when the earth is stretched forth, and has cast out all that was in it and became empty.) 
(84:3-4) Muslim recorded in hisSahih from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(The earth will throw out the pieces of its liver (its contents). Gold and silver will come out like 
columns. A murderer will come and say, ' I killed for this' The one who broke the ties of kinship 
will say, " For this I severed the ties of kinship' The thief will say, ' For this I got my hands 
amputated' Then they will leave it there and no one will take anything from it.)" Then Allah 
says, 



(And man will say: "What is the matter with it") meaning, he will be baffled by its situation 
after it used to be stable, settled and firm, and he used to be settled upon its surface. This 
refers to the alteration of the state of things and the earth moving and shaking. There will 
come to it inescapable quaking that Allah prepared for it. Then it will throw out its dead 
people -- from the first to the last generations. At that time the people will be baffled by the 



events and the earth changing into other than the earth, and the heavens as well. Then they 
will be presented before Allah, the One, the Irresistible. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(That Day it will declare its information.) meaning, it will speak of what the people did upon its 
surface. Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and Abu " Abdur-Rahman An-Nasa'i all recorded a Hadith 
from Abu Hurayrah -- and in the wording of An-Nasa'i's version it states -- that he said, "The 
Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah, 



(That Day it will declare its information.) Then he said, 

« » 

(Do you know what is its information) They said, ' Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said, 

» 



« 



(Verily, its information isthat it will testify against every male and female servant, about what 
they did upon its surface. It will say that he did such and such on such and such day. So this is 
its information.)" Then At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Sahih Gharib." Concerning Allah's 
statement, 



(Because your Lord will inspire it.) It is apparent that the implied meaning here isthat He will 
permit it (the earth). Shabib bin Bishr narrated from ' Ikrimah that Ibn * Abbas said, 



(That Day it will declare its information.) "Its Lord will say to it, 'Speak.' So it will speak." 
Mujahid commented (on "inspire it"), " He commands it (i.e., to speak). " Al-Qurazi said, "He 
will command it to separate from them." Then Allah says, 



(That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups (Ashtat)) meaning, they will return from 
the station of the Judgement in separate groups. This means that they will be divided into 
types and categories: between those who are miserable and those who are happy, and those 
who are commanded to go to Paradise and those who are commanded to go to the Hellfire. As- 
Suddi said, "Ashtat means sects." Allah said, 



(that they may be shown their deeds.) meaning, so that they may act and be rewarded for 
what they did in this life of good and evil. 



The Recompense for Every Minute Deed Therefore 

Allah goes on to say, 



(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever 
does evil equal to the weight of speck of dust shall see it.) Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(The horses are for three. For one man they are a reward, for another man they are a shield, 
and for another man they are a burden. In reference to the man for whom they are a reward, 
he is the man who keeps them to be used in the way of Allah. Thus, they spend their entire life 
grazing in the pasture or garden (waiting in preparation for Jihad). 3d whatever afflicts them 
during that lengthy period in the pasture or garden, it will be counted as good deeds for him. 
Then, if their lengthy period is ended and they are used for a noble battle or two, their hoof 
prints and their dung are counted as good deeds for him. 

When they passed through a stream from which they did drink, though he (their owner) does 
not intend to quench their thirst, yet, it would be counted as good deeds, Therefore, they are 
a reward for that man. A man who keeps them to maintain himself and to be independent of 
others (i.e., begging, etc.), and he does not forget the right of Allah upon their necks and their 
backs (i.e., their Zakah), then they are a shield for him (from the Helifire). A man who keeps 
them in order to boast, brag and show off, then they are a burden for him (on Judgement 
Day).) So the Messenger of Allah was then asked about the donkeys and he said, 

» 



« 

(Allah has not revealed anything concerning them except this single, comprehensive Ayah: (So 
whosoever does good equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever does 
evil equal to the weight of speck of dust shall see it.)) Muslim also recorded this Hadith. In 
Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded from " Adi that the Prophet said, 

« » 



(Fear (ward off) the Fire, even if by giving half a date in charity, and even by saying a single 
word of good.) In the Sahih as well, he f Adi) narrated (from the Prophet ): 



» 



« 

(Do not under rate any good act, even if it is offering drinking water from your bucket to one 
who is seeking a drink, or meeting your brother with a cheerful face.) It is also recorded in the 
Sahih that the Prophet said, 

» 

« 

(0 party of believing women! None of you should belittle a gift sent by your neighbor, even if it 
is a Firsan of a sheep.) The word Firsan in this Hadith means its hoof. In another Hadith he said, 

« » 

(Give something to the beggar, even if it is a burnt hoof.) It has been reported from ' A'ishah 
that she gave a single grape in charity and then she said, "To how much dust is it equivelent" 
Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Awf bin Al-Harith bin At-Tufayl that 'A'ishah told him that the 
Prophet used to say, 



» 



« 



(0 ' A'ishah! Beware of the sins that are belittled, for indeed they will be taken account of by 
Allah.) This Hadith was recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.lmam Ahmad recorded from 
x Abdullah bin Mas' ud that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Beware of the sins that are belittled. For verily, they are gathered in a man until they destroy 
him.) And indeed the Messenger of Allah made an example of them (sins that are taken lightly) 
by saying that they are like a people who settle in barren land. Then their leader comes and 



orders the men to go out one at a time and each bring back a stick until they have gathered a 
large number of sticks. Then they kindled a fire and burned everything that they threw into 
it. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Idha Zulzilat (Az-Zalzalah) and all praise and thanks are 
due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al- Adiyat 

(Chapter - 100) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By the ' Adiyat (steeds), snorting.) (2. Striking sparks of fire.) (3. And scouring to the raid at 
dawn.) (4. And raise the dust in clouds the while.) (5. And penetrating forthwith as one into 
the midst.) (6. Verily, man is ungrateful to his Lord.) (7. And to that He bears witness.) (8. And 
verily, he is violent in the love of wealth.) (9. Knows he not that when the contents of the 
graves are poured forth) (10. And that which is in the breasts shall be made known) (11. Verily, 
that Day their Lord will be Wei I -Acquainted with them.) 

Swearing by the Horses of War about the Ungratefulness of Man and 

His Zeal for Wealth 

Allah swears by the horses when they are made to gallop into battle in His path (i.e., Jihad), 
and thusthey run and pant, which isthe sound that is heard from the horse when it runs. 



(Striking sparks of fire.) meaning, the striking of their hooves on the rocks, which causes sparks 
of fire to fly from them. 



(And scouring to the raid at dawn.) meaning, the raid that is carried out in the early morning 
time. This is just as the Messenger of Allah used to perform raids in the early morning. He 
would wait to see if he heard the Adhan (call to prayer) from the people. If he heard it he 
would leave them alone, and if he didn't hear it he would attack. Then Allah says, 



(And raise the dust in clouds the while.) meaning, dust at the place of the battle with the 
horses. 



(And penetrating forthwith as one into the midst.) means, then are all in the middle of that 
spot, together. Allah's saying; 



(And scouring to the raid at dawn.) Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah, all said, "This means the 
invasion of the horses in the morning in the way of Allah." And His statement, 



(And raise the dust in clouds the while.) This is the place in which the attack takes place. The 
dust is stirred up by it. And His statement, 



(And penetrating forthwith as one into the midst.) AI-' Awfi narrated from Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ata, 
' Ikrimah, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak that they all said, "This means into the midst of the 
disbelieving enemy." Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, man is ungrateful (Kanud) to his Lord.) This is the subject what is being sworn about, 
and it means that he (man) is ungrateful for the favors of His Lord and he rejects them. Ibn 
'Abbas, Mujahid, Ibrahim An-Nakha i, Abu Al-Jawza', Abu AI-'Aliyah, Abu Ad-Duha, Sa' id bin 
Jubayr, Muhammad bin Qays, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-RabT bin Anas and Ibn Zayd 
all said, "Al-Kanud means ungrateful." Al-Hasan said, "Al-Kanud is the one who counts the 
calamities (that befall him) and he forgets Allah's favors." 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And to that He bears witness.) Qatadah and Sufyan Ath-Thawri both said, "And indeed Allah is 
a witness to that." It is also possible that the pronoun (He) could be referring to man. This was 
said by Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi. Thus, its meaning would be that man is a witness 
himself to the fact that he is ungrateful. This is obvious in his condition, meaning this is 
apparent from his statements and deeds. This is as Allah says, 



(It is not for the idolators, to maintain the Masajid of Allah, while they witness disbelief against 
themselves.) (9:17) Allah said; 



(And verily, he is violent in the love of wealth.) meaning, and indeed in his love of the good, 
which is wealth, he is severe. There are two opinions concerning this. One of them is that it 
means that he is severe. There are two opinions concerning this. One of them is that it means 
that he is severe in his love of wealth. The other view is that it means he is covetous and stingy 
due to the love of wealth. However, both views are correct. 

The Threat about the Hereafter 

Then Allah encourages abstinence from worldly things and striving for the Hereafter, and He 
informs of what the situation will be after this present condition, and what man will face of 
horrors. He says, 



(Knows he not that when the contents of the graves are poured forth) meaning, the dead that 
are in it will be brought out. 



(And that which is in the breasts shall be made known) Ibn 'Abbas and others have said, "This 
means what was in their souls would be exposed and made apparent." 



(Verily, that Day their Lord will be Wei I -Acquainted with them.) meaning, He knows all of that 
they used to do, and He will compensate them for it with the most deserving reward. He does 
not do even the slightest amount of injustice. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-' Adiyat, 
and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat AI-QarT ah 

(Chapter- 101) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Al-Qari'ah.) (2. What is AI-QarT ah) (3. And what will make you know what AI-QarTah is) 
(4. It is a Day whereon mankind will be like moths scattered about.) (5. And the mountains will 
be like wool, carded.) (6. Then as for him whose Balance will be heavy,) (7. He will live a 
pleasant life.) (8. But as for him whose Balance will be light,) (9. His mother will be Hawiyah.) 
(10. And what will make you know what it is) (11. Afire Hamiyah!) 



Al-Qari ah is one of the names of the Day of Judgement, like Al- 
Haqqah, At-Tammah, As-Sakhkhah. Al-Ghashiyah and other names 

Then Allah intensifies concern and fright for it by saying, 



(And what will make you know what Al-Qari' ah is) Then He explains this by saying, 



(It is a Day whereon mankind will be like moths scattered about.) meaning, in their scattering, 
their dividing, their coming and their going, all due to being bewildered at what is happening 
to them, they will be like scattered moths. This is like Allah's statement, 



(As if they were locusts spread abroad.) (54:7) Allah said, 



(And the mountains will be like wool, carded.) meaning, they will become like carded wool 
that has began to wear out (fade away) and be torn apart. Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah, ' Ata' Al-Khurasani, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi have all said, 



(like wool C Ihn). ) "Woolen." Then Allah informs about the results received by those who 
performed the deeds, and the honor and disgrace they will experience based upon their deeds. 
He says, 



(Then as for him whose Balance will be heavy.) meaning, his good deeds are more than his bad 
deeds. 



(He will live a pleasant life.) meaning, in Paradise. 



(But as for him whose Balance will be light.) meaning, his bad deeds are more than his good 
deeds. Then Allah says, 



(His mother will be Hawiyah.) It has been said that this means he will be falling and tumbling 
headfirst into the fire of Hell, and the expression 'his mother' has been used to refer to his 
brain (as it is the mother of his head). A statement similar to this has been reported from Ibn 
'Abbas, 'Ikrimah, Abu Salih and Qatadah. Qatadah said, "He will fall into the Hellf ire on his 
head." Abu Salih made a similar statement when he said, "They will fall into the Fire on their 
heads." It has also been said that it means his mother that he will return to and end up with in 
the Hereafter will be Hawiyah, which is one of the names of the Hellfire. Ibn Jarir said, "Al- 



Hawiyah is only called his mother because he will have no other abode except for it." Ibn Zayd 
said, "Al-Hawiyah is the Fire, and it will be his mother and his abode to which he will return, 
and where he will be settled." Then he recited the Ayah, 



(Their abode will be the Fire.) (3:151) Ibn Abi Hatim said that it has been narrated from 
Qatadah that he said, "It is the Fire, and it is their abode." Thus, Allah says in explaining the 
meaning of Al-Hawiyah, 



(And what will make you know what it is). Allah's statement 



(A fire Hamiyah!) meaning, extreme heat. It is a heat that is accompanied by a strong flame 
and fire. It is narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The fire of the Children of Adam that you all kindle is one part of the seventy parts of the fire 
of Hell.) They (the Companions) said, "0 Messenger of Allah! Isn't it sufficient" He replied, 

« » 

(It is more than it by sixty-nine times.) This has been recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. In 
some of the wordings he stated, 



» 



« 



(It is more than it by sixty-nine times, each of them is like the heat of it.) It has been narrated 
in a Hadith that Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 
« 



(Verily, the person who will receive the lightest torment of the people of the Hellfire will be a 
man who will have two sandals that will cause his brain to boil. )" It has been confirmed in the 



Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



« 



(The Hellfire complained to its Lord and said, "0 Lord! Some parts of me devour other parts of 
me." So He (Allah) permitted it to take two breaths: one breath in the winter and one breath in 
the summer. Thus, the most severe cold that you experience in the winter is from its cold, and 
the most severe heat that you experience in the summer is from its heat. ) In the Two Sahihs it 
is recorded that he said, 



» 

« 

(When the heat becomes intense pray the prayer when it cools down, for indeed the intense 
heat is from the breath of Hell.) This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat AI-QarT ah, and all praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat At-Takathur 

(Chapter - 102) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. The mutual increase diverts you,) (2. Until you visit the graves.) (3. Nay! You shall come to 
know!) (4. Again nay! You shall come to know!) (4. Again nay! You shall come to know!) (5. 
Nay! If you knew with a sure knowledge.) (6. Verily, you shall see the blazing Fire!) (7. And 
again, you shall see it with certainty of sight!) (8. Then on that Day you shall be asked about 
the delights!) 

The Result of Loving the World and Heedlessness of the Hereafter 

Allah says that all are preoccupied by love of the world, its delights and its adornments, and 
this distracts you from seeking the Hereafter and desiring it. This delays you until death comes 
to you and you visit the graves, thus becoming its inhabitants. In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is 
recorded in the Book of Ar-Riqaq (Narrations that soften the Heart) from Anas bin Malik, who 
reported that Ubayy bin Ka* b said, "We used to think that this was a part of the Qur'an until 
the Ayah was revealed which says; 



(The mutual increase diverts you.)" He was referring to the Hadith in which the Prophet said, 

« » 

(If the Son of Adam had a valley of gold, he would desire another like it...) Imam Ahmad 
recorded from " Abdullah bin Ash-Shi khkhir that he said, "I came to the Messenger of Allah while 
he was saying, 



« 

((The mutual increase diverts you.)" He was referring to the Hadith in which the Prophet said, 

« » 

(If the Son of Adam had a valley of gold, he would desire another like it...) Imam Ahmad 
recorded from " Abdullah bin Ash-Shi khkhir that he said, "I came to the Messenger of Allah while 
he was saying, 



« 

((The mutual increase diverts you. )( The Son of Adam says, "My wealth, my wealth." But do you 
get anything (of benefit) from your wealth except for that which you ate and you finished it, or 
that which you clothed yourself with and you wore it out, or that which you gave as charity and 
you have spent it)" Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. Muslim 
recorded in his Sahih from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 

: » 



« 



(The servant says "My wealth, my wealth." Yet he only gets three (benefits) from his wealth: 
that which he eats and finishes, that which he eats and finishes, that which he wears until it is 
worn out, or that which he gives in charity and it is spent. Everything else other than that will 
go away and leave him for the people.) Muslim was alone in recording this Hadith. Al-Bukhari 
recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 

(Three things follow the deceased person, and two of them return while one remains behind 
with him. The things which follow him are his family, his wealth and his deeds. His family and 
his wealth return while his deeds remain.) This Hadith has also been recorded by Muslim, At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(The Son of Adam becomes old with senility, but yet two things remain with him: greed and 
hope.) Both of them (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) recorded this Hadith in the Two Sahihs. 

The Threat of seeing Hell and being questioned about the Delights 



(Nay! you shall come to know! Again nay! you shall come to know!) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "This 
is a threat after a threat." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Nay! you shall come to know!) "Meaning, ' you disbelievers.' 



(Again nay! you shall come to know!) meaning, * Oyou believers."' Then Allah says, 



(Nay! you shall come to know! Again nay! you shall come to know!) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "This 
is a threat after a threat." Ad-Dahhak said, 



(Nay! you shall come to know!) "Meaning, ' O you disbelievers.' 



(Again nay! you shall come to know!) meaning, 'Oyou believers."' Then Allah says, 



(Nay! If you knew with a sure knowledge.) meaning, 'if you knew with true knowledge, you 
would not be diverted by rivalry for wealth away from seeking the abode of the Hereafter until 
you reach the graves.' Then Allah says, 



(Verily, you shall seethe blazing Fire! And again you shall see it with certainty of sight!) This is 
the explanation of the previous threat which was in Allah's saying, 



(Nay! you shall come to know! Again nay! you shall come to know!) Thus, Allah threatens them 
with this situation, which is what the people of the Fire will see. It is a Fire, which if it exhaled 
one breath, every angel who is near (to Allah) and every Prophet who was sent would all fall 
down on their knees due to fear, awe and the sight of its horrors. This is based upon what has 
been reported in the narrations concerning it. Allah then says, 



(Then on that Day you shall be asked about the delights!) meaning, " on that Day you all will be 
questioned concerning your gratitude towards the favors that Allah blessed you with, such as 
health, safety, sustenance and other things. You will be asked did you return His favors by 
being thankful to Him and worshipping Him.' Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Husayn bin ' Ali As-Suda'i 
narrated to him from Al-Walid bin Al-Qasim, who reported from Yazid bin Kaysan, who reported 
from Abi Hazim, who reported from Abu Hurayrah that he said, "Once while Abu Bakr and 
" Umar were sitting, the Prophet came to them and said, 

« » 

(What has caused you two to sit here) They replied, ' By He Who has sent you with the truth, 
nothing has brought us out of our houses except hunger.' The Prophet said, 

« » 



(By He Who has sent me with the truth, nothing has brought me out other than this.) 3d they 
went until they came to the house of a man from the Ansar, and the woman of the house 
received them. The Prophet said to her, 

« » 

(Where is so-and-so) She replied, ' He went to fetch some drinking water for us.' So the man 
came carrying his bucket and he said, " Welcome. Nothing has visited the servants (of Allah) 
better than a Prophet who has visited me today.' Then he hung his bucket near a palm tree, 
and climbed it and returned to them with a cluster of dates. So the Prophet said, 

« » 

Why didn't you pick (some of them)) The man replied, ' I wanted you to choose with your own 
eyes.' Then he took a blade (to slaughter a sheep) and the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Do not slaughter one that gives milk.) So he slaughtered a sheep for them that day and they 
all ate. Then the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(You will be asked about this on the Day of Judgement. Hunger caused you to come out of your 
homes and you did not return until you had eaten this meal. So this is from the delights.)" 
Muslim also recorded this Hadith. It has been confirmed in Sahih Al-Bukhari and the Sunans of 
At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah from Ibn * Abbasthat the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Two favors are treated unjustly by most people: health and free time.) This means that the 
people are lacking gratitude for these two favors. They do fulfill their obligations to them. 
Therefore, whoever does not maintain the right that is obligatory upon him, then he is unjust. 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(Allah the Mighty and Majestic says on the Day of Judgement, "0 Son of Adam! I made you ride 
upon the horses and camels, I gave you women to marry, and I made you reside and rule (in the 
earth). So where is the thanks for that") Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith in this 
manner. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Takathur, and all praise and blessings are due 
to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-' Asr 

(Chapter - 103) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

How ' Amr bin Al-' As was aware of the Qur'an's Miracle due to this 

Surah 

They have mentioned that 'Amr bin AI-'As went to visit Musaylimah Al-Kadhdhab after the 
Messenger of Allah was commissioned (as a Prophet) and before 'Amr had accepted Islam. 
Upon his arrival, Musaylimah said to him, "What has been revealed to your friend (Muhammad ) 
during this time" ' Amr said, "A short and concise Surah has been revealed to him." Musaylimah 
then said, "What is it" * Amr replied; 



(By AI-'Asr. Verily, man is in loss. Except those who believe and do righteous deeds, and 
recommend one another to the truth, and recommend one another to patience.) So Musaylimah 
thought for a while. Then he said, "Indeed something similar has also been revealed to me." 
'Amr asked him, "What is it" He replied, "0 Wabr (a small, furry mammal; hyrax), Wabr! You 
are only two ears and a chest, and the rest of you is digging and burrowing." Then he said, 
"What do you think, O'Amr" So 'Amr said to him, "By Allah! Verily, you know that I know you 
are lying." I saw that Abu Bakr Al-Khara'iti mentioned a chain of narration for part of this story, 
or what was close to its meaning, in volume two of his famous book Masawi' ul-Akhlaq. The 
Wabr is a small animal that resembles a cat, and the largest thing on it is its ears and itstorso, 
while the rest of it is ugly. Musayli- mah intended by the composition of these nonsensical 
verses to produce something which would oppose the Qur'an. Yet, it was not even convin- cing 



to the idol wor- shipper of that time. At-Tabarani recorded from " Abdullah bin Hisn Abi 
Madinah that he said, "Whenever two men from the Companions of the Messenger of Aliah used 
to meet, they would not part until one of them had recited Surat AI-' Asr in its entirety to the 
other, and one of them had given the greetings of peace to the other." Ash-ShafT i said, "If the 
people were to ponder on this Surah, it would be sufficient for them." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. By Al-' Asr.) (2. Verily, man is in loss.) (3. Except those who believe and do righteous deeds, 
and recommend one another to the truth, and recommend one another to patience.) 



Al-' Asr is the time in which the movements of the Children of 
Adam occur, whether good or evil. 

Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam that he said, "It is the evening." However, the first view is 
the popular opinion. Thus, Allah swears by this, that man is in Khusr, which means in loss and 
destruction. 



(Except those who believe and do righteous good deeds) So Allah makes an exception, among 
the species of man being in loss, for those who believe in their hearts and work righteous deeds 
with their limbs. 



(And recommend one another to the truth,) This is to perform acts of obedience and avoid the 
forbidden things. 



(And recommend one another to patience.) meaning, with the plots, the evils, and the harms 
of those who harm people due to their commanding them to do good and forbidding them from 
evil. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat AI-' Asr, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 



The Tafsir of Surat Al-Humazah 

(Chapter- 104) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Woe to every Humazah Lumazah.) (2. Who has gathered wealth and counted it.) (3. He 
thinks that his wealth will make him last forever!) (4. But no! Verily, he will be thrown into Al- 
Hutamah.) (5. And what will make you know what Al-Hutamah is) (6. The fire of Allah, Al- 
Muqadah,) (7. Which leaps up over the hearts.) (8. Verily, it shall Mu'sadah upon them,) (9. In 
pillars stretched forth.) Al-Hammaz refers to (slander) by speech, and Al-Lammaz refers to 
(slander) by action. This means that the person finds fault with people and belittles them. An 
explanation of this has already preceded in the discussion of Allah's statement, 



(Hammaz, going about with slander) (68:11) Ibn 'Abbas said, "Humazah Lumazah means one 
who reviles and disgraces (others)." Mujahid said, "Al-Humazah is with the hand and the eye, 
and Al-Lumazah is with the tongue." Then Allah says, 



(Who has gathered wealth and counted it.) meaning, he gathers it piling some of it on top of 
the rest and he counts it up. This is similar to Allah's saying, 



(And collect (wealth) and hide it.) (70:18) This was said by As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir. Muhammad 
bin Ka' b said concerning Allah's statement, 



(gathered wealth and counted it.) "His wealth occupies his time in the day, going from this to 
that. Then when the night comes he sleeps like a rotting corpse." Then Allah says, 



(He thinks that his wealth will make him last forever!) meaning, he thinks that gathering 
wealth will make him last forever in this abode (the worldly life). 



(But no!) meaning, the matter is not as he claims, nor as he reckons. Then Allah says, 



(Verily, he will be thrown into Al-Hutamah.) meaning, the person who gathered wealth and 
counted it, will be thrown into Al-Hutamah, which is one of the descriptive names of the 
Hellfire. This is because it crushes whoever is in it. Thus, Allah says, 



(And what will make you know what Al-Hutamah is The fire of Allah, Al-Muqadah, which leaps 
up over the hearts.) Thabit Al-Bunani said, "It will burn them all the way to their hearts while 
they are still alive." Then he said, "Indeed the torment will reach them." Then he cried. 
Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "It (the Fire) will devour every part of his body until it reaches his 
heart and comes to the level of his throat, then it will return to his body." 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(Verily, it shall Mu'sadah upon them.) meaning, covering, just as was mentioned in the Tafsir of 
Surat Al-Balad (see 90:20). Then Allah says, 



(In pillars stretched forth. ) "Atiyah AI-' Awfi said, "Pillars of Iron." As-Suddi said, "Made of fire." 
AI-"Awfi reported from Ibn " Abbas, "He will make them enter pillars stretched forth, meaning 
there will be columns over them, and they will have chains on their necks, and the gates (of 
Hell) will be shut upon them." This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Humazah, and all praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Fil 

(Chapter - 105) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Owners of the Elephant) (2. Did He not 
make their plot go astray) (3. And He sent against them birds, in flocks (Ababil).) (4. Striking 
them with stones of Sjjil.) (5. And He made them like ' Asf, Ma'kul.) This is one of the favors 
Allah did for the Quraysh. He saved them from the People of the Elephant who had tried to 
tear down the Ka' bah and wipe out all traces of its existence. Allah destroyed them, defeated 
them, thwarted their plans, made their efforts in vain and sent them back routed. They were 
people who were Christians, and thus, their religion was closer to the True Religion (Islam) 
than the idolatry of the Quraysh. However, this was a means of giving a sign and preparing the 
way for the coming of the Messenger of Allah . For verily, he was born during that same year 
according to the most popular opinion. So the tongue of destiny was saying, "We will not help 
you, people of Quraysh, because of any status you may have over the Ethiopians 
(Abyssinians). We are only helping you in order to defend the Ancient House (the Ka'bah), 
which We will honor, magnify, and venerate by sending the unlettered Prophet, Muhammad , 
the Finality of all Prophets." 

A Summary of the Story of the People of the Elephant 

This is the story of the people of the Elephant, in brief, and summarized. It has already been 
mentioned in the story of the People of the Ditch that Dhu Nuas, the last king of Himyar, a 
polyt heist -- was the one who ordered killing the People of the Ditch. They were Christians and 



their number was approximately twenty thousand. None of them except a man named Daws 
Dhu Tha' laban escaped. He fled to Ash-Sham where he sought protection from Caesar, the 
emperor of Ash-Sham, who was also a Christian. Caesar wrote to An-Najashi, the king of 
Ethiopia (Abyssinia), who was closer to the home of the man. An-Najashi sent two governors 
with him: Aryat and Abrahah bin As-Sabah Abu Yaksum, along with a great army. The army 
entered Yemen and began searching the houses and looting in search of the king of Himyar 
(Dhu Nuwas). Dhu Nuwas was eventually killed by drowning in the sea. Thus, the Ethiopians 
were free to rule Yemen, with Aryat and Abrahah as its governors. However, they continually 
disagreed about matters, attacked each other, fought each other and warred against each 
other, until one of them said to the other, "There is no need for our two armies to fight. 
Instead let us fight each other (in a duel) and the one who kills the other will be the ruler of 
Yemen." So the other accepted the challenge and they held a duel. Behind each man was a 
channel of water (to keep either from fleeing). Aryat gained the upper hand and struck 
Abrahah with his sword, splitting his nose and mouth, and slashing his face. But ' Atawdah, 
Abrahah's guard, attacked Aryat and killed him. Thus, Abrahah returned wounded to Yemen 
where he was treated for his injuries and recovered. He thus became the commander of the 
Abyssinian army in Yemen. 

Then the king of Abyssinia, An-Najashi wrote to him, blaming him for what had happened 
(between him and Aryat) and threatened him, saying that he swore to tread on the soil of 
Yemen and cut off his forelock. Therefore, Abrahah sent a messenger with gifts and precious 
objects to An-Najashi to appease him and flatter him, and a sack containing soil from Yemen 
and a piece of hair cut from his forelock. He said in his letter to the king, "Let the king walk 
upon this soil and thus fulfill his oath, and this is my forelock hair that I send to you." When An- 
Najashi received this, he was pleased with Abrahah and gave him his approval. Then Abrahah 
wrote to An-Najashi saying that he would build a church for him in Yemen the like of which had 
never been built before. Thus, he began to build a huge church in San' a', tall and beautifully 
crafted and decorated on all sides. The Arabs called it Al-Qullays because of its great height, 
and because if one looked at it, his cap would be in danger of falling off as he tilted his head 
back. Then Abrahah Al-Ashram decided to force the Arabs to make their pilgrimage to this 
magnificent church, just as they had performed pilgrimage to the Ka' bah in Makkah. He 
announced this in his kingdom (Yemen), but it was rejected by the Arab tribes of 'Adnan and 
Qahtan. The Quraysh were infuriated by it, so much so that one of them journeyed to the 
church and entered it one night. He then relieved himself in the church and ran away (escaping 
the people). When its custodians saw what he had done, they reported it to their king, 
Abrahah, saying; "One of the Quraysh has done this in anger over their House in whose place 
you have appointed this church." Upon hearing this, Abrahah swore to march to the House of 
Makkah (the Ka' bah) and destroy it stone by stone. Muqatil bin Sulayman mentioned that a 
group of young men from the Quraysh entered the church and started a fire in it on an 
extremely windy day. So the church caught on fire and collapsed to the ground. Due to this 
Abrahah prepared himself and set out with a huge and powerful army so that none might 
prevent him from carrying out his mission. He took along a great, powerful elephant that had a 
huge body the like of which had never been seen before. This elephant was called Mahmud and 
it was sent to Abrahah from An-Najashi, the king of Abyssinia, particularly for this expedition. 
It has also been said that he had eight other elephants with him; their number was also 
reported to be twelve, pi us the large one, Mahmud -- and Allah knows best. Their intention was 
to use this big elephant to demolish the Ka bah. They planned to do this by fastening chains to 
the pillars of the Ka' bah and placing the other ends around the neck of the elephant. Then 
they would make the elephant pull on them in order to tear down the walls of the Ka' bah all at 
one time. When the Arabs heard of Abrahah's expedition, they considered it an extremely grave 
matter. They held it to be an obligation upon them to defend the Sacred House and repel 
whoever intended a plot against it. Thus, the noblest man of the people of Yemen and the 
greatest of their chiefs set out to face him (Abrahah). His name was Dhu Nafr. He called his 
people, and whoever would respond to his call among the Arabs, to go to war against Abrahah 
and fight in defense of the Sacred House. He called the people to stop Abrahah's plan to 



demolish and tear down the Ka' bah. So the people responded to him and they entered into 
battle with Abrahah, but he defeated them. This was due to Allah's will and His intent to honor 
and venerate the Ka' bah. 



Dhu Nafr was captured and taken along with the army of Abrahah. 

The army continued on its way until it came to the land of Khath' am where it was confronted 
by Nufayl bin Habib Al-Kath' ami along with his people, the Shahran and Nahis tribes. They 
fought Abrahah but he defeated them and captured Nufayl bin Habib. Initially he wanted to kill 
him, but he forgave him and took him as his guide to show him the way to Al-Hijaz. 

When they approached the area of At-Ta'if, its people -- the people of Thaqif -- went out to 
Abrahah. They wanted to appease him because they were fearful for their place of worship, 
which they called Al-Lat. Abrahah was kind to them and they sent a man named Abu Righal 
with him as a guide. When they reached a place known as Al-Mughammas, which is near 
Makkah, they settled there. Then he sent his troops on a foray to capture the camels and other 
grazing animals of the Makkans, which they did, including about two hundred camels belonging 
to ' Abdul-Muttalib. The leader of this particular expedition was a man named Al-Aswad bin 
Mafsud. According to what Ibn Ishaq mentioned, some of the Arabs used to satirize him 
(because of the part he played in this historical in this historical incident). Then Abrahah sent 
an emissary named Hanatah Al-Himyari to enter Makkah, commanding him to bring the head of 
the Quraysh to him. He also commanded him to inform him that the king will not fight the 
people of Makkah unless they try to prevent him from the destruction of the Ka' bah. Hanatah 
went to the city and he was directed to " Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim, to whom he relayed 
Abrahah's message. 'Abdul-Muttalib replied, "By Allah! We have no wish to fight him, nor are 
we in any position to do so. This is the Sacred House of Allah, and the house of His Khalil, 
Ibrahim, and if He wishes to prevent him (Abrahah) from (destroying) it, it is His House and His 
Sacred Place (to do so). And if He lets him approach it, by Allah, We have no means to defend 
it from him." So Hanatah told him, "Come with me to him (Abrahah)." And so ' Abdul-Muttalib 
went with him. When Abrahah saw him, he was impressed by him, because * Abdul-Muttalib was 
a large and handsome man. So Abrahah descended from his seat and sat with him on a carpet 
on the ground. Then he asked his translator to say to him, "What do you need" 'Abdul-Muttalib 
replied to the translator, "I want the king to return my camels which he has taken from me 
which are two hundred in number." Abrahah then told his translator to tell him, "I was 
impressed by you when I first saw you, but now I withdraw from you after you have spoken to 
me. You are asking me about two hundred camels which I have taken from you and you leave 
the matter of a house which is (the foundation of) religion and the religion of your fathers, 
which I have come to destroy and you do not speak to me about it" 'Abdul-Muttalib said to him, 
"Verily, I am the lord of the camels. As for the House, it has its Lord Who will defend it." 
Abrahah said, "I cannot be prevented (from destroying it)." 'Abdul-Muttalib answered, "Then do 
so." It is said that a number of the chiefs of the Arabs accompanied 'Abdul-Muttalib and 
offered Abrahah a third of the wealth of the tribe of Tihamah if he would withdraw from the 
House, but he refused and returned ' Abdul-Muttalib's camels to him. 'Abdul-Muttalib then 
returned to his people and ordered them to leave Makkah and seek shelter at the top of the 
mountains, fearful of the excesses which might be committed by the army against them. Then 
he took hold of the metal ring of the door of the Ka' bah, and along with a number of Quraysh, 
he called upon Allah to give them victory over Abrahah and his army. 'Abdul-Muttalib said, 
while hanging on to the ring of the Ka' bah's door, "There is no matter more important to any 
man right now than the defense of his livestock and property. So, my Lord! Defend Your 
property. Their cross and their cunning will not be victorious over your cunning by the time 
morning comes." According to Ibn Ishaq, then 'Abdul-Muttalib let go of the metal ring of the 
door of the Ka'bah, and they left Makkah and ascended to the mountains tops. Muqatil bin 
Sulayman mentioned that they left one hundred animals (camels) tied near the Ka' bah hoping 



that some of the army would take some of them without a right to do so, and thus bring about 
the vengeance of Allah upon themselves. 

When morning came, Abrahah prepared to enter the sacred city of Makkah. He prepared the 
elephant named Mahmud. He mobilized his army, and they turned the elephant towards the 
Ka' bah. At that moment Nufayl bin Habib approached it and stood next to it, and taking it by 
its ear, he said, "Kneel, Mahmud! Then turn around and return directly to whence you came. 
For verily, you are in the Sacred City of Allah." Then he released the elephant's ear and it 
knelt, after which Nufayl bin Habib left and hastened to the mountains. Abrahah's men beat 
the elephant in an attempt to make it rise, but it refused. They beat it on its head with axes 
and used hooked staffs to pull it out of its resistance and make it stand, but it refused. So they 
turned him towards Yemen, and he rose and walked quickly. Then they turned him towards 
Ash-Sham and he did likewise. Then they turned him towards the east and he did the same 
thing. Then they turned him towards Makkah and he knelt down again. Then Allah sent against 
them the birds from the sea, like swallows and herons. Each bird carried three stones the size 
of chickpeas and lentils, one in each claw and one in its beak. Everyone who was hit by them 
was destroyed, though not all of them were hit. They fled in panic along the road asking about 
the whereabouts of Nufayl that he might point out to them the way home. Nufayl, however, 
was at the top of the mountain with the Quraysh and the Arabs of the Hijaz observing the 
wrath which Allah had caused to descend on the people of the elephant. Nufayl then began to 
say, "Where will they flee when the One True God is the Pursuer For Al-Ashram is defeated and 
not the victor. Ibn Ishaq reported that Nufayl said these lines of poetry at that time, 

"Didn't you live with continued support We favored you all with a revolving eye in the morning 
(i.e., a guide along the way). If you saw, but you did not see it at the side of the rock covered 
mountain that which we saw. Then you will excuse me and praise my affair, and do not grieve 
over what is lost between us. I praised Allah when I saw the birds, and I feared that the stones 
might be thrown down upon us. So all the people are asking about the whereabouts of Nufayl, 
as if I have some debt that I owe the Abyssinians." ' Ata' bin Yasar and others have said that all 
of them were not struck by the torment at this hour of retribution. Rather some of them were 
destroyed immediately, while others were gradually broken down limb by limb while trying to 
escape. Abrahah was of those who was broken down limb by limb until he eventually died in 
the land of KhatlV am. Ibn Ishaq said that they left (Makkah) being struck down and destroyed 
along every path and at every water spring. Abrahah's body was afflicted by the pestilence of 
the stones and his army carried him away with them as he was falling apart piece by piece, 
until they arrived back in San* a'. When they arrived there he was but like the baby chick of a 
bird. And he did not die until his heart fell out of his chest. So they claim. Ibn Ishaq said that 
when Allah sent Muhammad with the prophet hood, among the thingsthat he used to recount to 
the Quraysh as blessings that Allah had favored them with of His bounties, was His defending 
them from the attack of the Abyssinians. Due to this they (the Quraysh) were allowed to 
remain (safely in Makkah) for a period of time. Thus, Allah said, 



(Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Owners of the Elephant Did He not make their 
plot go astray And He sent against them birds, in flocks (Ababil). Striking them with stones of 
Si j j i I . And He made them like ' Asf, Ma'kul.) 



(For the llaf of the Quraysh, their llaf caravans, in winter and in summer. So, let them worship 
the Lord of this House, Who has fed them against hunger, and has made them safe from fear.) 
(106:1-4) meaning, that Allah would not alter their situation because Allah wanted good for 
them if they accepted Him. Ibn Hisham said, "Al-Ababil are the groups, as the Arabs do not 
speak of just one (bird)." He also said, "As for As-Sjjil, Yunus An-Nahwi and Abu ' Ubaydah have 
informed me that according to the Arabs, it means something hard and solid." He then said, 
"Some of the commentators have mentioned that it is actually two Persian words that the Arabs 
have made into one word. The two words are Sanj and Jil, Sanj meaning stones, and Jil 
meaning clay. The rocks are of these two types: stone and clay." He continued saying, "AI-" Asf 
are the leaves of the crops that are not gathered. One of them is called ' Asf ah." This is the end 
of what he mentioned. Hammad bin Salamah narrated from ' Asim, who related from Zirr, who 
related from " Abdullah and Abu Salamah bin ' Abdur-Rahman that they said, 



(birds Ababil.) "In groups." Ibn "Abbas and Ad-Dahhak both said, "Ababil means some of them 
following after others." Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Qatadah both said, "Ababil means many." Mujahid 
said, "Ababil means in various, successive groups." Ibn Zayd said, "Ababil means different, 
coming from here and there. They came upon them from everywhere." Al-Kasa'i said, "I heard 
some of the grammarians saying, "The singular of Ababil is Ibil." Ibn Jarir recorded from Ishaq 
bin ' Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal that he said concerning Allah's statement, 



(And He sent against them birds, Ababil.) "This means in divisions just as camels march in 
divisions (in their herds)." It is reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, 



(And He sent against them birds, Ababil.) "They had snouts like the beaks of birds and paws like 
the paws of dogs." It has been reported that ' Ikrimah said commenting on Allah's statement, 



(birds, Ababil.) "They were green birds that came out of the sea and they had heads like the 
heads of predatory animals." It has been reported from ' Ubayd bin x Umayr that he 
commented: 



(birds, Ababil.) "They were black birds of the sea that had stones in their beaks and claws." And 
the chains of narration (for these statements) are all authentic. It is reported from x Ubayd bin 
* Umayr that he said, "When Allah wanted to destroy the People of the Elephant, he sent birds 
upon them that came from sea swallows. Each of the birds was carrying three small stones -- 
two stones with its feet and one stone in its beak. They came until they gathered in rows over 
their heads. Then they gave a loud cry and threw what was in their claws and beaks. Thus, no 
stone fell upon the head of any man except that it came out of his behind (i.e., it went through 
him), and it did not fall on any part of his body except that it came out from the opposite side. 
Then Allah sent a severe wind that struck the stones and increased them in force. Thus, they 
were all destroyed." 



Concerning Allah's statement, 



(And He made them like 'Asf, Ma'kul.) Sa' id bin Jubayr said, "This means straw, which the 
common people call Habbur." In a report from Sa' id he said, "The leaves of wheat." He also 
said, "AI-" Asf is straw, and Al-Ma'kul refers to the fodder that is cut for animals." Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said the same thing. Ibn 'Abbas said, "AI-'Asf is the shell of the grain, just like the 
covering of wheat." Ibn Zayd said, "AI-' Asf are the leaves of vegetation and produce. When the 
cattle eat it they defecate it out and it becomes dung." The meaning of this is that Allah 
destroyed them, annihilated them and repelled them in their plan and their anger. They did 
not achieve any good. He made a mass destruction of them, and not one of them returned (to 
their land) to relate what happened except that he was wounded. This is just like what 
happened to their king, Abrahah. For indeed he was split open, exposing his heart when he 
reached his land of San' a'. He informed the people of what happened to them and then he 
died. His son Yaksum became the king after him, and then Yaksum's brother, Masruq bin 
Abrahah succeeded him. Then Sayf bin Dhi Yazan Al-Himyari went to Kisra (the king of Persia) 
and sought his help against the Abyssinians. Therefore, Kisra dispatched some of his army with 
Sayf Al-Himyari to fight with him against the Abyssinians. Thus, Allah returned their kingdom to 
them (i.e., the Arabs of Yemen) along with all the sovereignty their fathers possessed. Then 
large delegations of Arabs came to him (Sayf Al-Himyari) to congratulate him for their victory. 
We have mentioned previously in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Fath that when the Messenger of Allah 
approached the mountain pass that would lead him to the Quraysh on the Day of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah, his she-camel knelt down. Then the people attempted to make her get up but 
she refused. So, the people said, "Al-Qaswa' has become stubborn." The Prophet replied, 



» 



« 



(Al-Qaswa' has not become stubborn, for that is not part of her character. Rather, she has been 
stopped by He Who restrained the Elephant (of Abrahah).) Then he said, 

» 

« 

(I swear by He in Whose Hand is my soul, they (the Quraysh) will not ask me for any matter (of 
the treaty) in which the sacred things of Allah are honored except that I will agree with them 
on it.) Then he beckoned the she-camel to rise and she stood up. This Hadith is of those that 
Al-Bukhari was alone in recording. It has been recorded in the Two Sahihs that on the Day of 
the conquest of Makkah, the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, Allah restrained the Elephant from Makkah, and He has given His Messenger and the 
believers authority over it. And indeed its sacredness has returned just as it was sacred 
yesterday. So, let those who are present inform those who are absent. ) This is the end of the 
Tafsir of Surat Al-Fil, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Quraysh 

(Chapter- 106) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. For the II af of the Quraysh.) (2. Their II af caravans, in winter and in summer.) (3. So, let 
them worship the Lord of this House.) (4. Who has fed them against hunger, and has made 
them safe from fear.) 



This Surah has been separated from the one that preceded it in the 
primary Mushaf (the original copy of ' Uthman). 

They (the Companions) wrote "In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful" on 
the line (i.e., the space) between these two Surahs. They did this even though this Surah is 
directly related to the one which precedes it, as Muhammad bin Ishaq and x Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam have both clarified. This is because the meaning of both of them is, "We have 
prevented the Elephant from entering Makkah and We have destroyed its people in order to 
gather (llaf) the Quraysh, which means to unite them and bring them together safely in their 
city." It has also been said that the meaning of this (llaf) is what they would gather during their 
journey in the winter to Yemen and in the summer to Ash-Sham through trade and other than 
that. Then they would return to their city in safety during their journeys due to the respect 
that the people had for them because they were the residents of Allah's sanctuary. Therefore, 
whoever knew them would honor them. Even those who came to them and traveled with them, 
would be safe because of them. This was their situation during their journeys and travels 
during their winter and summer. In reference to their living in the city, then it is as Allah said, 



(Have they not seen that We have made it a secure sanctuary, while men are being snatched 
away from all around them) (29:67) Thus, Allah says, 



(For the llaf of the Quraysh. Their llaf) This is a subject that has been transferred from the first 
sentence in order to give it more explanation. Thus, Allah says, 



(Their llaf caravans, in winter and in summer.) Ibn Jarir said, "The correct opinion is that the 
letter Lam is a prefix that shows amazement. It is as though He (Allah) is saying, 'You should 
be amazed at the uniting (or taming) of the Quraysh and My favor upon them in that.'" He went 
on to say, "This is due to the consensus of the Muslims that they are two separate and 
independent Surahs." Then Allah directs them to be grateful for this magnificent favor in His 
saying, 



(So, let them worship the Lord of this House.) meaning, then let them single Him out for 
worship, just as He has given them a safe sanctuary and a Sacred House. This is as Allah says, 



(I have been commanded only to worship the Lord of this city, Who has sanctified it and to 
Whom belongs everything. And I am commanded to be from among the Muslims.) (27:91) Then 
Allah says, 



(Who has fed them against hunger,) meaning, He is the Lord of the House and He is the One 
Who feeds them against hunger. 



(And has made them safe from fear.) meaning, He favors them with safety and gentleness, so 
they should single Him out for worship alone, without any partner. They should not worship any 
idol, rival or statue besides Him. Therefore, whoever accepts this command, Allah will give him 
safety in both this life and the Hereafter. However, whoever disobeys Him, He will remove 
both of them from him. This is as Allah says, 



(And Allah puts forward the example of a township, that dwelt secure and well-content: its 
provision coming to it in abundance from every place, but it denied the favors of Allah. So, 
Allah made it taste extreme of hunger and fear, because of that which they used to do. And 
verily, there had come unto them a Messenger from among themselves, but they denied him, 
so the torment overtook them while they were wrongdoers.) (16:112-113) This isthe end of the 
Tafsir of Surah Quraysh, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ma' un 



(Chapter- 107) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Have you seen him who denies Ad-Din) (2. That is he who repulses the orphan,) (3. And 
urges not the feeding of Al-Miskin.) (4. So, woe unto those performers of Sal ah,) (5. Those who 
with their Salah are Sahun.) (6. Those who do good deeds only to be seen,) (7. And withhold Al- 
Ma un.) 

Allah says, "O Muhammad! Have you seen the one who denies the 

Din" 

Here the word Din meansthe Hereafter, the Recompense and the Final Reward. 



(That is he who repulses the orphan, ) meaning, he is the one who oppresses the orphan and 
does not give him hisjust due. He does not feed him, nor is he kind to him. 



(And urges not the feeding of Al-Miskin.) This is as Allah says, 



(Nay! But you treat not the orphans with kindness and generosity! And urge not one another on 
the feeding of Al-Miskin!) (89:17-18) meaning, the poor man who has nothing to sustain him and 
suffice his needs. Then Allah says, 



(So, woe unto those performers of Salah, those who with their Salah are Sahun.) Ibn 'Abbas 
and others have said, "This means the hypocrites who pray in public but do not pray in private." 
Thus, Allah says, 



(unto those performers of Salah,) They are those people who pray and adhere to the prayer, 
yet they are mindless of it. This may either be referring to its act entirely, as Ibn ' Abbas said, 
or it may be referring to performing it in its stipulated time that has been legislated 
Islamically. This meansthat the person prays it completely outside of itstime. 



This was said by Masruq and Abu Ad-Duha. 

At a' bin Dinar said, "All praise is due to Allah, the One Who said, 



(with their Salah are Sahun.) and He did not say, 'those who are absent minded in their 
prayer.'" It could also mean the first time of the prayer, which means they always delay it until 
the end of its time, or they usually do so. It may also refer to not fulfilling its pillars and 
conditions, and in the required manner. It could also mean performing it with humility and 
contemplation of its meanings. The wording of the Ayah comprises all of these meanings. 
However, whoever has any characteristic of this that we have mentioned then a portion of this 
Ayah applies to him. And whoever has all of these characteristics, then he has completed his 
share of this Ayah, and the hypocrisy of actions is fulfilled in him. This is just as is confirmed in 
the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(This is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the 
hypocrite. He sits watching the sun until it is between the two horns of Shaytan. Then he 
stands and pecks four (Rak' ahs) and he does not remember Allah (in them) except very little.) 
This Hadith is describing the end of the time for the " Asr prayer, which is the middle prayer as 



is confirmed by a text (Hadith). This is the time in which it is disliked to pray. Then this person 
stands to pray it, pecking in it like the pecking of a crow. He does not have tranquility or 
humility in it at all. Thus, the Prophet said, 



« » 



(He does not remember Allah (in them) except very little.) He probably only stands to pray it 
so that the people will see him praying, and not seeking the Face of Allah. This is just as if he 
did not pray at all. Allah says, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And when they 
stand up with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not remember Allah but little.) 
(4:142) and Allah says here, 



(Those who do good deeds only to be seen,) Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Amr bin Murrah that 
he said, "We were sitting with Abu ' Ubaydah when the people mentioned showing-off. A man 
known as Abu Yazid said, "I heard " Abdullah bin 'Amr saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever tries to make the people hear of his deed, Allah, the One Who hears His creation, 
will hear it and make him despised and degraded.)" from what is related to his statement, 



(Those who do good deeds only to be seen.) is that whoever does a deed solely for Allah, but 
the people come to know about it, and he is pleased with that, then this is not considered 
showing off. Allah said: 



(And withhold Al-Ma' un.) This means that they do not worship their Lord well, nor do they 
treat His creation well. They do not even lend that which others may benefit from and be 
helped by, even though the object will remain intact and be returned to them. These people 
are even stingier when it comes to giving Zakah and different types of charity that bring one 
closer to Allah. Al-Mas' udi narrated from Salamah bin Kuhayl who reported from Abu Al- 
x Ubaydin that he asked Ibn Mas' ud about Al-Ma' un and he said, "It is what the people give to 
each other, like an axe, a pot, a bucket and similar items." This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat 
Al-Ma' un, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ma' un 

(Chapter - 107) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Have you seen him who denies Ad-Din) (2. That is he who repulses the orphan,) (3. And 
urges not the feeding of Al-Miskin.) (4. So, woe unto those performers of Sal ah,) (5. Those who 
with their Salah are Sahun.) (6. Those who do good deeds only to be seen,) (7. And withhold Al- 
Ma un.) 

Allah says, "O Muhammad! Have you seen the one who denies the 

Din" 

Here the word Din meansthe Hereafter, the Recompense and the Final Reward. 



(That is he who repulses the orphan, ) meaning, he is the one who oppresses the orphan and 
does not give him hisjust due. He does not feed him, nor is he kind to him. 



(And urges not the feeding of Al-Miskin.) This is as Allah says, 



(Nay! But you treat not the orphans with kindness and generosity! And urge not one another on 
the feeding of Al- Mi skin!) (89:17-18) meaning, the poor man who has nothing to sustain him and 
suffice his needs. Then Allah says, 



(So, woe unto those performers of Salah, those who with their Salah are Sahun.) Ibn 'Abbas 
and others have said, "This means the hypocrites who pray in public but do not pray in private." 
Thus, Allah says, 



(unto those performers of Salah,) They are those people who pray and adhere to the prayer, 
yet they are mindless of it. This may either be referring to its act entirely, as Ibn ' Abbas said, 
or it may be referring to performing it in its stipulated time that has been legislated 
Islamically. This meansthat the person prays it completely outside of itstime. 



This was said by Masruq and Abu Ad-Duha. 

At a' bin Dinar said, "All praise is due to Allah, the One Who said, 



(with their Salah are Sahun.) and He did not say, 'those who are absent minded in their 
prayer.'" It could also mean the first time of the prayer, which means they always delay it until 
the end of its time, or they usually do so. It may also refer to not fulfilling its pillars and 
conditions, and in the required manner. It could also mean performing it with humility and 
contemplation of its meanings. The wording of the Ayah comprises all of these meanings. 
However, whoever has any characteristic of this that we have mentioned then a portion of this 
Ayah applies to him. And whoever has all of these characteristics, then he has completed his 
share of this Ayah, and the hypocrisy of actions is fulfilled in him. This is just as is confirmed in 
the Two Sahihsthat the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(This is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the hypocrite, this is the prayer of the 
hypocrite. He sits watching the sun until it is between the two horns of Shaytan. Then he 
stands and pecks four (Rak' ahs) and he does not remember Allah (in them) except very little.) 
This Hadith is describing the end of the time for the " Asr prayer, which is the middle prayer as 
is confirmed by a text (Hadith). This is the time in which it is disliked to pray. Then this person 
stands to pray it, pecking in it like the pecking of a crow. He does not have tranquility or 
humility in it at all. Thus, the Prophet said, 

« » 

(He does not remember Allah (in them) except very little.) He probably only stands to pray it 
so that the people will see him praying, and not seeking the Face of Allah. This is just as if he 
did not pray at all. Allah says, 



(Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And when they 
stand up with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not remember Allah but little.) 
(4:142) and Allah says here, 



(Those who do good deeds only to be seen,) Imam Ahmad recorded from * Amr bin Murrah that 
he said, "We were sitting with Abu * Ubaydah when the people mentioned showing-off. A man 
known as Abu Yazid said, "I heard * Abdullah bin 'Amr saying that the Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(Whoever tries to make the people hear of his deed, Allah, the One Who hears His creation, 
will hear it and make him despised and degraded.)" from what is related to his statement, 



(Those who do good deeds only to be seen.) is that whoever does a deed solely for Allah, but 
the people come to know about it, and he is pleased with that, then this is not considered 
showing off. Allah said: 



(And withhold Al-Ma' un.) This means that they do not worship their Lord well, nor do they 
treat His creation well. They do not even lend that which others may benefit from and be 
helped by, even though the object will remain intact and be returned to them. These people 
are even stingier when it comes to giving Zakah and different types of charity that bring one 
closer to Allah. Al-Mas' udi narrated from Salamah bin Kuhayl who reported from Abu Al- 
' Ubaydin that he asked Ibn Mas' ud about Al-Ma' un and he said, "It is what the people give to 
each other, like an axe, a pot, a bucket and similar items." This isthe end of the Tafsir of Surat 
Al-Ma' un, and all praise and thanks are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Kawthar 

(Chapter- 108) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah and They also say in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Verily, We have granted you Al-Kawthar.) (2. Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and 
sacrifice.) (3. For he who hates you, he will be cut off.) Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i, all 
recorded from Anas that he said, "While we were with the Messenger of Allah in the Masjid, he 
dozed off into a slumber. Then he lifted his head smiling. We said, ' Messenger of Allah! What 
has caused you to laugh' He said, 

« » 

(Verily, a Surah was just revealed to me.) Then he recited, 



(Verily, We have granted you Al-Kawthar. Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice. 
For he who hates you, he will be cut off.) Then he said, 

« » 

(Do you all know what is Al-Kawthar) We said, 'Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said, 

» 



« 

(Verily, it is a river that my Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, has promised me and it has 
abundant goodness. It is a pond where my Ummah will be brought to on the Day of Judgement. 
Its containers are as numerous as the stars in the sky. Then a servant of Allah from among them 
will be (prevented from it) and I will say: "O Lord! Verily, he is from my Ummah (followers)." 
Then He (Allah) will say: "Verily, you do not know what he introduced (or innovated) after 
you.)" This is the wording of Muslim. Ahmad recorded this Hadith from Muhammad bin Fudayl, 
who reported from Al-Mukhtar bin Fulful, who reported it from Anas bin Malik. Imam Ahmad 
also recorded from Anas that the Messenger of Allah said, 

» 



« 

(I entered Paradise and I came to a river whose banks had tents made of pearls. 3d I thrust my 
hand into its flowing water and found that it was the strongest (smell) of musk. So I asked, "O 
Jibril! What is this" He replied, "This is Al-Kawthar which Allah, the Mighty and Majestic has 



given you.") Al-Bukhari recorded this in his Sahih, and so did Muslim, on the authority of Anas 
bin Malik. In their version Anas said, "When the Prophet was taken up to the heaven, he said, 



» 



« 



(I came to a river whose banks had domes of hollowed pearl. I said: "0 Jibril! What is this" He 
replied: "This is Al-Kawthar.")" This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Ahmad recorded from Anas 
that a man said, "0 Messenger of Allah! What is Al-Kawthar" He replied, 



» 



« 

(It is a river in Paradise which my Lord has given me. It is whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey. There are birds in it whose necks are (long) like carrots.) * Umar said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah! Verily, they (the birds) will be beautiful." The Prophet replied, 

« » 

(The one who eats them (i.e., the people of Paradise) will be more beautiful than them, 
* Umar.) Al-Bukhari recorded from Sa' id bin Jubayr that Ibn 'Abbas said about Al-Kawthar, "It is 
the good which Allah gave to him (the Prophet)." Abu Bishr said, "I said to Sa' id bin Jubayr, 
' Verily, people are claiming that it is a river in Paradise.'" Sa' id replied, 'The river which is in 
Paradise is part of the goodness which Allah gave him."' Al-Bukhari also recorded from Sa' id bin 
Jubayr that Ibn 'Abbas said, "Al-Kawthar is the abundant goodness." This explanation includes 
the river and other things as well. Because the word Al-Kawthar comes from the word Kathrah 
(abundance) and it (Al-Kawthar) linguistically means an abundance of goodness. 3d from this 
goodness is the river (in Paradise). Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn 'Umar that the Messenger 
of Allah said, 

» 



« 



(Al-Kawthar is a river in Paradise whose banks are of gold and it runs over pearls. Its water is 
whiter than milk and sweeter than honey.) This Hadith was recorded in this manner by At- 
Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Then Allah 
says, 



(Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice.) meaning, 'just as We have given you the 
abundant goodness in this life and the Hereafter -- and from that is the river that has been 
described previously -- then make your obligatory and optional prayer, and your sacrifice (of 
animals) solely and sincerely for your Lord. Woship Him alone and do not associate any partner 
with him. And sacrifice pronouncing His Name alone, without ascribing any partner to Him.' 
This is as Allah says, 



(Say: "Verily, my Salah, my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that 
exists. He has no partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of the 
Muslims.") (6:162-163) Ibn 'Abbas, ' Ata,' Mujahid, ' Ikrimah and Al-Hasan all said, "This means 
with this the Budn should be sacrificed." Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Ad-Dahhak, 
Ar-Rabr , 'Ata' Al-Khurasani, Al-Hakam, Isma'il bin Abi Khalid and others from the Salaf have 
all said the same. This is the opposite of the way of the idolators, prostrating to other than 
Allah and sacrificing in other than His Name. Allah says, 



(And do not eat from what Allah's Name has not been pronounced over, indeed that is Fisq.) 
(6:121) 



The Enemy of the Prophet is Cut Off 

Allah says, 



(For he who hates you, he will be cut off.) meaning, ' indeed he who hates you, Muhammad, 
and he hates what you have come with of guidance, truth, clear proof and manifest light, he is 
the most cut off, meanest, lowliest person who will not be remembered. Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, 
Sa' id bin Jubayr and Qatadah all said, "This Ayah was revealed about AI-'As bin Wa'il. 
Whenever the Messenger of Allah would be mentioned (in his presence) he would say, ' Leave 
him, for indeed he is a man who is cut off having no descendants. So when he dies he will not 
be remembered.' Therefore, Allah revealed this Surah." Shamir bin 'Atiyah said, "This Surah 
was revealed concerning * Uqbah bin Abi Mu'ayt." Ibn 'Abbas and 'Ikrimah have both said, 



"This Surah was revealed about Ka' b bin Al-Ashraf and a group of the disbelievers of the 
Quraysh." Al-Bazzar recorded that Ibn ' Abbas said, "Ka' b bin Al-Ashraf came to Makkah and the 
Quraysh said to him, 'You are the leader of them (the people). What do you think about this 
worthless man who is cut off from his people He claims that he is better than us while we are 
the people of the place of pilgrimage, the people of custodianship (of the Ka" bah), and the 
people who supply water to the pilgrims.' He replied, 'You all are better than him.' So Allah 
revealed, 



(For he who hates you, he will be cut off.)" This is how Al-Bazzar recorded this incident and its 
chain of narration is authentic. It has been reported that ' Ata' said, "This Surah was revealed 
about Abu Lahab when a son of the Messenger of Allah died. Abu Lahab went to the idolators 
and said, ' Muhammad has been cut off (i.e., from progeny) tonight.' So concerning this Allah 
revealed, 



(For he who hates you, he will be cut off.)" As-Suddi said, "When the male sons of a man died 
the people used to say, ' He has been cut off.' So, when the sons of the Messenger of Allah 

died they said, 'Muhammad has been cut off.' Thus, Allah revealed, 



(For he who hates you, he will be cut off.)" So they thought in their ignorance that if his sons 
died, his remembrance would be cut off. Allah forbid! To the contrary, Allah preserved his 
remembrance for all the world to see, and He obligated all the servants to follow his Law. This 
will continue for all of time until the Day of Gathering and the coming of the Hereafter. May 
the blessings of Allah and His peace be upon him forever until the Day of Assembling. This is 
the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kawthar, and all praise and blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Qui ya Ayyuhal-Kaf irun 

(Chapter - 109) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

It has been confirmed in Sahih Muslim from Jabir that the Messenger of Allah recited this Surah 
(Al-Kafirun) and 



(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1) in the two Rak' ahsof Tawaf. It is also recorded in Sahih Muslim 
in a Hadith of Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah recited these two Surahs in the two 
Rak' ahs (optional prayer) of the Morning prayer. Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn ' Umar that 
the Messenger of Allah recited in the two Rak' ahs before the Morning prayer and the two 
Rak' ahs after the Sunset prayer on approximately ten or twenty different occasions, 



(Say: "0 Al-Kafirun!") and 



(Say: " He is Allah One.") (112:1) Ahmad also recorded that Ibn ' Umar said, "I watched the 
Prophet twenty-four or twenty-five times reciting in the two Rak* ahs before the Morning 
prayer and the two Rak' ahs after the Sunset prayer, 



(Say: "0 Al-Kafirun!") and 



(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1)" Ahmad recorded that Ibn " Umar said, "I watched the Prophet 
for a month and he would recite in the two Rak' ahs before the Morning prayer, 



(Say: "0 Al-Kafirun.") and 



(Say: "He is Allah One.") (112:1)" This was also recor- ded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and An- 
Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan." It has already been mentioned previously in a Hadith that it 
(Surat Al-Kafirun) is equivalent to a fourth of the Qur'an and Az-Zalzalah is equivalent to a 
fourth of the Qur'an. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Say: "0 disbelievers!") (2. "I worship not that which you worship.") (3. "Nor will you worship 
whom I worship.") (4. "And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping.") (5. "Nor will 
you worship that which I worship.") (6. "To you be your religion, and to me my religion.") 



The Declaration of Innocence from Shirk 

This Surah is the Surah of disavowal from the deeds of the idolators. It commands a complete 
disavowal of that. Allah's statement, 



(Say: "O disbelievers!") includes every disbeliever on the face of the earth, however, this 
statement is particularly directed towards the disbelievers of the Quraysh. It has been said that 
in their ignorance they invited the Messenger of Allah to worship their idols for a year and they 
would (in turn) worship his God for a year. Therefore, Allah revealed this Surah and in it 



He commanded His Messenger to disavow himself from their 

religion completely 

Allah said, 



(I worship not that which you worship.) meaning, statues and rival gods. 



(Nor will you worship whom I worship.) and He is Allah Alone, Who has no partner. So the word 
Ma (what) here means Man (who). Then Allah says, 



(And I shall not worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship whom I worship.) 
meaning, ' I do not worship according to your worship, which means that I do not go along with 
it or follow it. I only worship Allah in the manner in which He loves and is pleased with.' Thus, 
Allah says, 



(Nor will you worship whom I worship.) meaning, ' you do not follow the commands of Allah and 
His Legislation in His worship. Rather, you have invented something out of the promptings of 
your own souls.' This is as Allah says, 



(They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas there has surely come 
to them the guidance from their Lord!) (53:23) Therefore, the disavowal is from all of what 
they are involved. For certainly the worshipper must have a god whom he worships and set acts 
of worship that he follows to get to him. So the Messenger and his followers worship Allah 
according to what He has legislated. This is why the statement of Islam is "There is no God 
worthy of being worshipped except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah." This 
means that there is no (true) object of worship except Allah and there is no path to Him (i.e., 
way of worshipping Him) other than that which the Messenger came with. The idolators worship 
other than Allah, with acts of worship that Allah has not allowed. This is why the Messenger 
said to them, 



(To you be your religion, and to me my religion.) This is similar to Allah's statement, 



(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent 
of what I do, and I am innocent of what you do!") (10:41) and He said, 



(To us our deeds, and to you your deeds.) (28:55) Al-Bukhari said, "It has been said, 



(To you be your religion.) means disbelief. 



(and to me my religion.) means, Islam. This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Qui ya Ayyuhal- 
Kafirun. 



The Tafsir of Surat An-Nasr 

(Chapter - 1 1 0) 

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Virtues of Surat An-Nasr 

It has been mentioned previously that it (Surat An-Nasr) is equivalent to one-fourth of the 
Qur'an and that Surat Az-Zalzalah is equivalent to one-fourth of the Qur'an. An-Nasa'i recorded 
from ' Ubaydullah bin ' Abdullah bin ' Utbah that Ibn ' Abbas said to him, "O Ibn ' Utbah! Do you 
know the last Surah of the Qur'an that was revealed" He answered, "Yes, it was 



(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest.) (110:1)" He (Ibn 'Abbas) He (Ibn 
'Abbas) said, "You have spoken truthfully." 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest.) (2. And you see that the people 
enter Allah's religion in crowds.) (3. So, glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His 
forgiveness. Verily, He isthe One Who acceptsthe repentance and Who forgives.) 



This Surah informs of the Completion of the Life of Allah's 

Messenger 

Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that he said, "Umar used to bring me into the gatherings 
with the old men of (the battle of) Badr. However, it was as if one of them felt something in 
himself (against my attending). So he said, " Why do you (" Umar) bring this (youth) to sit with 
us when we have children like him (i.e., his age)' So " Umar replied, " Verily, he is among those 
whom you know. Then one day he called them and invited me to sit with them, and I do not 
think that he invited me to be among them that day except to show them. So he said, 'What 
do you say about Allah's statement, 



(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest.)' Some of them said, 'We were 
commanded to praise Allah and seek His forgiveness when He helps us and gives us victory.' 
Some of them remained silent and did not say anything. Then he f Umar) said to me, ' Is this 
what you say, Ibn ' Abbas' I said, x No.' He then said, ' What do you say' I said, ' It was the end 
of the life of Allah's Messenger that Allah was informing him of. Allah said, 



(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest.) which means, that is a sign of the end 
of your life. 



(So, glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who accepts 
the repentance and Who forgives.)' So, 'Umar bin Al-Khattab said, 'I do not know anything 
about it other than what you have said.'" Al-Bukhari was alone in recording this Hadith. Imam 
Ahmad recorded from Ibn * Abbas that he said, "When 



(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest.) was revealed, the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



« » 

(My death has been announced to me.) And indeed he died during that year." Ahmad was alone 
in recording this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that ' Aishah said, "The Messenger of Allah used 
to say often in his bowing and prostrating, 

« » 

(Glory to You, Allah, our Lord, and praise be to You. Allah, forgive me.) He did this as his 
interpretation of the Qur'an (i.e., showing its implementation)." The rest of the group has also 
recorded this Hadith except for At-Tirmidhi. Imam Ahmad recorded from Masruq that ' Aishah 
said, "The Messenger of Allah used to often say towardsthe end of his life, 

« » 

(Glory to Allah, and praise be unto Him. I seek Allah's forgiveness and I repent to Him.) And he 
said, 



» 



« 



(Verily, my Lord has informed me that I will see a sign in my Ummah and He has commanded 
me that when I see it, I should glorify His praises and seek His forgiveness, for He is the One 
Who accepts repentance. And indeed I have seen it (i.e., the sign). (When there comes the 
help of Allah and the Conquest (Al-Fath). And you see that the people enter Allah's religion in 
crowds. So glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who 
accepts the repentance and Who forgives.))" Muslim also recorded this Hadith. The meaning of 
Al-Fath here is the conquest of Makkah, and there is only one view concerning it. For indeed 
the different areas of the Arabs were waiting for the conquest of Makkah before they would 
accept Islam. They said, "If he (Muhammad is victorious over his people, then he is a (true) 
Prophet." So when Allah gave him victory over Makkah, they entered into the religion of Allah 
(Islam) in crowds. Thus, two years did not pass (after the conquest of Makkah) before the 
peninsula of the Arabs was laden with faith. And there did not remain any of the tribes of the 
Arabs except that they professed (their acceptance) of Islam. And all praise and blessings are 
due to Allah. Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that ' Amr bin Salamah said, "When Makkah was 
conquered, all of the people rushed to the Messenger of Allah to profess their Islam. The 
various regions were delaying their acceptance of Islam until Makkah was conquered. The 
people used to say, " Leave him and his people alone. If he is victorious over them he is a (true) 
Prophet."' We have researched the war expedition for conquest of Makkah in our book As- Surah. 
Therefore, whoever wishes he may review it there. And all praise and blessings are due to 
Allah. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu ' Ammar that a neighbor of Jabir bin ' Abdullah told him, 
"I returned from a journey and Jabir bin 'Abdullah came and greeted me. So I began to talk 
with him about the divisions among the people and what they had started doing. Thus, Jabir 
began to cry and he said, ' I heard the Messenger of Allah saying, 



» 



« 



(Verily, the people have entered into the religion of Allah in crowds and they will also leave it 
in crowds.)" This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat An-Nasr, and all praise and blessings are due 
to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surah Tabbat 



(Chapter- 111) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) (2. His wealth and his children will not 
benefit him!) (3. He will enter a Fire full of flames!) (4. And his wife too, who carries wood.) 
(5. In her neck is a twisted rope of Masad. 



The Reason for the Revelation of this Surah and the Arrogance of 
Abu Lahab toward the Messenger of Allah 

Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 'Abbas that the Prophet went out to the valley of Al-Batha and 
he ascended the mountain. Then he cried out, 

« » 

(0 people, come at once!) So the Quraysh gathered around him. Then he said, 



» 



« 



(If I told you all that the enemy was going to attack you in the morning, or in the evening, 
would you all believe me) They replied, "Yes." Then he said, 

« » 

(Verily, I am a warner (sent) to you all before the coming of a severe torment.) Then Abu 
Lahab said, "Have you gathered us for this May you perish!" Thus, Allah revealed, 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) to the end of the Surah. In another 
narration it states that he stood up dusting of his hands and said, "Perish you for the rest of this 
day! Have you gathered us for this" Then Allah revealed, 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!) The first part is a supplication against him 
and the second is information about him. This man Abu Lahab was one of the uncles of the 
Messenger of Allah. His name was ' Abdul-' Uzza bin Abdul-Muttalib. His surname was Abu 
' Utaybah and he was only called Abu Lahab because of the brightness of his face. He used to 
often cause harm to the Messenger of Allah . He hated and scorned him and his religion. Imam 
Ahmad recorded from Abu Az-Zinad that a man called Rabi' ah bin ' Abbad from the tribe of 
Bani Ad-Dil, who was a man of pre-lslamic ignorance who accepted Islam, said to him, "I saw 
the Prophet in the time of pre-lslamic ignorance in the market of Dhul-Majaz and he was 
saying, 

« : » 

(O people! Say there is no god worthy of worship except Allah and you will be successful.) The 
people were gathered around him and behind him there was a man with a bright face, squint 
(or cross) eyes and two braids in his hair. He was saying, "Verily, he is an apostate (from our 
religion) and a liar!" This man was following him (the Prophet ) around wherever he went. So, I 
asked who was he and they (the people) said, "This is his uncle, Abu Lahab." Ahmad also 
recorded this narration from Surayj, who reported it from Ibn Abu Az-Zinad, who reported it 
from his father (Abu Zinad) who mentioned this same narration. However in this report, Abu 
Zinad said, "I said to Rabr ah, 'Were you a child at that time' He replied, ' No. By Allah, that 
day I was most intelligent, and I wasthe strongest blower of the flute (for music).'" Ahmad was 
alone in recording this Hadith. Concerning Allah's statement, 



(His wealth and his children (Kasab) will not benefit him!) Ibn ' Abbas and others have said, 



(and his children (Kasab) will not benefit him!) "Kasab means his children." A similar statement 
has been reported from ' A'ishah, Mujahid, 'At a', Al-Hasan and Ibn Srin. It has been mentioned 
from Ibn Mas' ud that when the Messenger of Allah called his people to faith, Abu Lahab said, 
"Even if what my nephew says is true, I will ransom myself (i.e., save myself) from the painful 
torment on the Day of Judgement with my wealth and my children." Thus, Allah revealed, 



(His wealth and his children will not benefit him!) Then Allah says, 



(He will enter a Fire full of flames!) meaning, it has flames, evil and severe burning. 



The Destiny of Umm Jamil, the Wife of Abu Lahab 



(And his wife too, who carries wood.) His wife was among the leading women of the Quraysh 
and she was known as Umm Jamil. Her name was ' Arwah bint Harb bin Umayyah and she was 
the sister of Abu Sufyan. She was supportive of her husband in his disbelief, rejection and 
obstinacy. Therefore, she will be helping to administer his punishment in the fire of Hell on the 
Day of Judgement. Thus, Allah says, 



(Who carries wood. In her neck is a twisted rope of Masad.) meaning, she will carry the 
firewood and throw it upon her husband to increase that which he is in (of torment), and she 
will be ready and prepared to do so. 



(In her neck is a twisted rope of Masad.) Mujahid and ' Urwah both said, "From the palm fiber of 
the Fire." Al-' Awfi narrated from Ibn " Abbas, ' Atiyah Al-Jadali, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd that 
she used to place thorns in the path of the Messenger of Allah . Al-Jawhari said, "Al-Masad 
refers to fibers, it is also a rope made from fibers or palm leaves. It is also made from the skins 
of camels or their furs. It is said (in Arabic) Masadtul-Habla and Amsaduhu Masadan, when you 
tightly fasten itstwine." Mujahid said, 



(In her neck is a twisted rope of Masad.) "This means a collar of iron." Don't you see that the 
Arabs call a pulley cable a Masad 



A Story of Abu Lahab'sWife harming the Messenger of Allah 



Ibn Abi Hatim said that his father and Abu Zuf ah both said that 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr Al- 
Humaydi told them that Sufyan informed them that Al-Walid bin Kathir related from Ibn Tadrus 
who reported that Asma' bint Abi Bakr said, "When 



(Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he)!) was revealed, the one-eyed Umm Jamil 
bint Harb came out wailing, and she had a stone in her hand. She was saying, ' He criticizes our 
father, and his religion is our scorn, and his command is to disobey us.' The Messenger of Allah 
was sitting in the Masjid (of the Ka' bah) and Abu Bakr was with him. When Abu Bakr saw her he 
said, 'O Messenger of Allah! She is coming and I fear that she will see you.' The Messenger of 
Allah replied, 

« » 

(Verily, she will not see me.) Then he recited some of the Qur'an as a protection for himself. 
This is as Allah says, 



(And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you and those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, an invisible veil.) (17:45) So she advanced until she was standing in front of Abu 
Bakr and she did not see the Messenger of Allah . She then said, '0 Abu Bakr! Verily, I have 
been informed that your friend is making defamatory poetry about me.' Abu Bakr replied, ' Nay! 
By the Lord of this House (the Ka' bah) he is not defaming you.' So she turned away saying, 
* Indeed the Quraysh know that I am the daughter of their leader.'" Al-Walid or another person 
said in a different version of this Hadith, "So Umm Jamil stumbled over her waist gown while 
she was making circuits (Tawaf) around the House (the Ka' bah) and she said, ' Cursed be the 
reviler.' Then Umm Hakim bint " Abdul-Muttalib said, 'lama chaste woman so I will not speak 
abusively and I am refined so I do not know. Both of us are children of the same uncle. And 
after all the Quraysh know best." This is the end of the Tafsir of this Surah, and all praise and 
blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Surat Al-lkhlas 

(Chapter- 112) 

Which was revealed in Makkah 

The Reason for the Revelation of this Surah and its Virtues 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Ubayy bin Ka' b that the idolators said to the Prophet , "0 
Muhammad! Tell us the lineage of your Lord." So Allah revealed 



(Say: "He is Allah, One. Allah He begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is non comparable 
to Him.") Smilar was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Jarir and they added in their narration 
that he said, 



"(As-Samad) is One Who does not give birth, nor was He born, because there is nothing that is 
born except that it will die, and there is nothing that dies except that it leaves behind 
inheritance, and indeed Allah does not die and He does not leave behind any inheritance. 



(And there is none comparable to Him.) This means that there is none similar to Him, none 
equal to Him and there is nothing at all like Him." Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded it and At- 
Tirmidhi mentioned it as a Mursal narration. Then At-Tirmidhi said, "And this is the most 
correct." 



A Hadith on its Virtues 

Al-Bukhari reported from ' Amrah bint ' Abdur- Rahman, who used to stay in the apartment of 
'A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet , that ' Aishah said, "The Prophet sent a man as the 
commander of a war expedition and he used to lead his companions in prayer with recitation 
(of the Qur'an). And he would complete his recitation with the recitation of ' Say: He is Allah, 
One.' So when they returned they mentioned that to the Prophet and he said, 

« » 

(Ask him why does he do that.) So they asked him and he said, x Because it is the description of 
Ar-Rahman and I love to recite it. So the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Inform him that Allah the Most High loves him.)" This is how Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in 
his Book of Tawhid. Muslim and An-Nasa'i also recorded it. In his Book of Salah, Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Anas said, "A man from the Ansar used to lead the people in prayer in the Masjid 
of Quba'. Whenever he began a Surah in the recitation of the prayer that he was leading them, 
he would start by reciting ' Say: He is Allah, One' until he completed the entire Surah. Then he 
would recite another Surah along with it (after it). And used to do this in every Rak' ah. So his 
companions spoke to him about this saying; ' Verily, you begin the prayer with this Surah. Then 
you think that it is not sufficient for you unless you recite another Surah as well. So you should 



either recite it or leave it and recite another Surah instead.' The man replied, " I will not leave 
it off. If you want me to continue leading you (in prayer), I will do this; and if you all do not 
like it, I will leave you (i.e., I will stop leading you).' They used to consider him to be of the 
best of them to lead them in prayer and they did not want anyone else to lead them other than 
him. So, when the Prophet came they informed him of this information and he said, 

» 



« 

(0 so-and-so! What prevents you from doing what your companions are commanding you to do, 
and what makes you adhere to the recitation of this Surah in every Rak' ah) The man said, 
" Verily, I love it.' The Prophet replied, 

« » 

(Your love of it will cause you to enter Paradise.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, with a 
disconnected chain, but in a manner indicating his approval. 



A Hadith that mentions this Surah is equivalent to a Third of the 

Qur'an 

Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Sa' id that a man heard another man reciting 



(Say: "He is Allah, One.") and he was repeating over and over. So when morning came, the man 
went to the Prophet and mentioned that to him, and it was as though he was belittling it. The 
Prophet said, 

« » 

(By He in Whose Hand is my soul, verily it is equivalent to a third of the Qur'an.) Abu Dawud 
and An-Nasa'i also recorded it. Another Hadith Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Sa' id, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said to his Companions, 

« » 

(Is one of you not able to recite a third of the Qur'an in a single night) This was something that 
was difficult for them and they said, "Which of us is able to do that, O Messenger of Allah" So 
he replied, 



« » 

("Allah is the One, As-Samad" is a third of the Qur'an.) Al-Bukhari was alone in recording this 
Hadith. 



Another Hadith that its Recitation necessitates Admission into 

Paradise 

Imam Malik bin Anas recorded from ' Ubayd bin Hunayn that he heard Abu Hurayrah saying, "I 
went out with the Prophet and he heard a man reciting 'Say: He is Allah, the One.' So the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(It is obligatory.) I asked, 'What is obligatory' He replied, 

« » 

(Paradise.)" At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded it by way of Malik, and At-Tirmidhi said, 
"Hasan Sahih Gharib. We do not know of it except as a narration of Malik." The Hadith in which 
the Prophet said, 

« » 

(Your love of it will cause you to enter Paradise.) has already been mentioned. 

A Hadith about repeating this Surah 

Abdullah bin Imam Ahmad recorded from Mu' adh bin 'Abdullah bin Khubayb, who reported 
that his father said, "We became thirsty and it had become dark while we were waiting for the 
Messenger of Allah to lead us in prayer. Then, when he came out he took me by my hand and 
said, 

« » 

(Say.) Then he was silent. Then he said again, 

« » 

(Say.) So I said, ' What should I say' He said, 



« 

(Say: "He is Allah, One," and the two Surahs of Refuge (Al-Falaq and An-Nas) when you enter 
upon the evening and the morning three times (each). They will be sufficient for you two times 
every day.)" This Hadith was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. At- 
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih Gharib." An-Nasa'i also recorded through another chain of narrators 
with the wording, 

« » 

(They will suffice you against everything.) 

Another Hadith about supplicating with it by Allah's Names 

In his Book of Tafsir, An-Nasa'i recorded from 'Abdullah bin Buraydah, who reported from his 
father that he entered the Masjid with the Messenger of Allah , and there was a man praying 
and supplicating saying, "O Allah! Verily, I ask you by my testifying that there is no God worthy 
of worship except You. You are the One, the Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, Who does not give 
birth, nor were You born, and there is none comparable to Him." The Prophet said, 

» 



A Hadith about seeking a Cure by these Surahs 

Al-Bukhari recorded from * A'ishah that whenever the Prophet would go to bed every night, he 
would put his palms together and blow into them. Then he would recite into them (his palms), 
'Say: He is Allah, One', 'Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq', and 'Say: I seek refuge 
with the Lord of mankind.' Then he would wipe whatever he was able to of his body with them 
(his palms). He would begin wiping his head and face with them and the front part of his body. 
He would do this (wiping his body) three times. The Sunan compilers also recorded this same 
Hadith. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Say: "He is Allah, One.") (2. "Allah As-Samad.") (3. "He begets not, nor was He begotten.") 
(4. "And there is none comparable to Him.") The reason for the revelation of this Surah has 
already been mentioned. ' Ikrimah said, "When the Jews said, 'We worship ' Uzayr, the son of 
Allah,' and the Christians said, 'We worship the Messiah (" Isa), the son of Allah,' and the 
Zoroastrians said, 'We worship the sun and the moon,' and the idolators said, 'We worship 
idols,' Allah revealed to His Messenger , 



(Say: "He is Allah, One.") meaning, He is the One, the Singular, Who has no peer, no assistant, 
no rival, no equal and none comparable to Him. This word (Al-Ahad) cannot be used for anyone 
in affirmation except Allah the Mighty and Majestic, because He is perfect in all of His 
attributes and actions. Concerning His saying, 



(Allah As-Samad.) ' Ikrimah reported that Ibn ' Abbas said, "This means the One Who all of the 
creation depends upon for their needs and their requests." 'AM bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn 'Abbas, "He is the Master Who is perfect in His sovereignty, the Most Noble Who is perfect 
in His nobility, the Most Magnificent Who is perfect in His magnificence, the Most Forbearing 
Who is perfect in His forbearance, the All-Knowing Who is perfect in His knowledge, and the 
Most Wise Who is perfect in His wisdom. He is the One Who is perfect in all aspects of nobility 
and authority. He is Allah, glory be unto Him. These attributes are not befitting anyone other 
than Him. He has no coequal and nothing is like Him. Glory be to Allah, the One, the 
Irresistible." Al-A' mash reported from Shaqiq, who said that Abu Wa'il said, 



(As-Samad.) isthe Master Whose control iscomplete." 

Allah is Above having Children and procreating 

Then Allah says, 



(He begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none comparable to Him.) meaning, He does 
not have any child, parent or spouse. Mujahid said, 



(And there is none comparable to Him.) "This means He does not have a spouse." This is as Allah 
says, 



(He is the Originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He have children when He has no 
wife He created all things.) (6:101) meaning, He owns everything and He created everything. 
So how can He have a peer among His creatures who can be equal to Him, or a relative who can 
resemble Him Glorified, Exalted and far removed is Allah from such a thing. Allah says, 



(And they say: Ar-Rahman has begotten a son. Indeed you have brought forth (said) a terrible 
evil thing. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split asunder, and the 
mountains fall in ruins, that they ascribe a son to Ar-Rahman. But it is not suitable for Ar- 
Rahman that He should beget a son. There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto 
Ar-Rahman as a slave. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full 
counting. And all of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) (19:88-95) And 
Allah says, 



(And they say: "Ar-Rahman has begotten a son. Glory to Him! They are but honored servants. 
They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His command.) (21:26-27) Allah also says, 



(And they have invented a kinship between Him and the Jinn, but the Jinn know well that they 
have indeed to appear before Him. Glorified is Allah! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 
Him!) (37:158-159) In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded (that that the Prophet said), 



» 



« 



(There is no one more patient with something harmful that he hears than Allah. They attribute 
a son to Him, while it is He Who gives them sustenance and cures them.) Al-Bukhari also 
recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Allah the Mighty and Majestic says, "The Son of Adam denies Me and he has no right to do so, 
and he abuses Me and he has no right to do so. In reference to his denial of Me, it is his saying: 
" He (Allah) will never re-create me like He created me before.' But the re-creation of him is 
easier than his original creation. As for his cursing Me, it is his saying: * Allah has taken a son.' 
But I am the One, the Self-Sufficient Master. I do not give birth, nor was I born, and there is 
none comparable to Me.") This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-lkhlas, and all praise and 
blessings are due to Allah. 

The Tafsir of Al-Mu awwidhatayn (Surahs Al-Falaq and An-Nas) 

(Chapters 11 3-1 14) 

Which were revealed in Al-Madinah 

The Position of Ibn Mas ud concerning Al-Mu' awwidhatayn 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Zirr bin Hubaysh that Ubayy bin Ka' b told him that Ibn Mas' ud did 
not record the Mu' awwidhatayn in his Mushaf (copy of the Qur'an). So Ubayy said, "I testify that 
the Messenger of Allah informed me that Jibril said to him, 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq. ")(1 13:1) So he said it. And Jibril said to him, 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.") (114:1) So he said it. Therefore, we say what 
the Prophet said." 



The Virtues of Surahs Al-Falaq and An-Nas 

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded on the authority of x Uqbah bin * Amir that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 



: » 

(Do you not see that there have been Ayat revealed to me tonight the like of which has not 
been seen before) They are 

« 

(Say: "I seek refuge with, the Lord of Al-Falaq. ")(1 13:1) and; 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.") (114:1)) This Hadith was recorded by Ahmad, 
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 



Another Narration 

Imam Ahmad recorded from ' Uqbah bin ' Amir that he said, "While I was leading the Messenger 
of Allah along one of these paths he said, 

« » 

(0' Uqbah! Will you not ride) I was afraid that this might be considered an act of disobedience. 
So the Messenger of Allah got down and I rode for awhile. Then he rode. Then he said, 

» 

« 

(0 ' Uqbah! Should I not teach you two Surahs that are of the best two Surahs that the people 
recite) I said, ' Of course, Messenger of Allah.' So he taught me to recite 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq.") (113:1) and 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.") (114:1) Then the call was given to begin the 
prayer and the Messenger of Allah went forward (to lead the people), and he recited them in 
the prayer. Afterwards he passed by me and said, 



» 
« 



(What do you think, 0' Uqayb Recite these two Surahs whenever you go to sleep and whenever 
you get up.)" 

An-Nasa'i and Abu Dawud both recorded this Hadith. 



Another Narration 



(Verily, the people do not seek protection with anything like these two: 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq.")(1 13:1) and; 

« 

(Say: "I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of mankind.")) (114:1) 

Another Narration 

An-Nasa'i recorded that ' Uqbah bin 'Amir said, "I was walking with the Messenger of Allah 
when he said, 



« » 

(0 'Uqbah! Say!) I replied, 'What should I say' So he was silent and did not respond to me. 
Then he said, 



« » 

(Say!) I replied, ' What should I say, Messenger of Allah' He said, 



« » 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq.") So, I recited it until I reached its end. Then he 
said, 



« » 

(Say!) I replied, ' What should I say Messenger of Allah' He said, 



« » 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.") So, I recited it until I reached its end. Then the 
Messenger of Allah said, 



» 



« 



(No person beseeches with anything like these, and no person seeks refuge with anything like 
these.)" 



Another Had it h 

An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibn ' Abis Al-Juhani said that the Prophet said to him, 



» 



« 



(0 Ibn 'Abis! Shall I guide you to -- or inform you -- of the best thing that those who seek 
protection use for protection) He replied, "Of course, Messenger of Allah!" The Prophet said, 



» 



« 



(Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq.")( and (Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of 
mankind. ")( These two Surahs (are the best protection).) Imam Malik recorded from 'A'ishah 
that whenever the Messenger of Allah was suffering from an ailment, he would recite the 
Mu* awwidhatayn over himself and blow (over himself). Then if his pain became severe, 
" A'ishah said that she would recite the Mu' awwidhatayn over him and take his hand and wipe it 
over himself seeking the blessing of those Surahs. Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn 
Majahall recorded this Hadith. 

It has been reported from Abu Sa' id that the Messenger of Allah used to seek protection 
against the evil eyes of the Jinns and mankind. But when the Mu' awwi- dhatayn were revea- 
led, he used them (for protection) and aban- doned all else besides them. At-Tirmidhi, An- 
Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded this. At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan Sahih." 



(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of Al-Falaq,") (2. "From the evil of what He has created,") 
(3. "And from the evil of the Ghasiq when Waqab,") (4. "And from the evil of the blowers in 
knots,") (5. "And from the evil of the envier when he envies.") Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Jabir said, "Al-Falaq is the morning." AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn ' Abbas, "Al-Falaq is the 
morning." The same has been reported from Mujahid, Sa' id bin Jubayr, 'Abdullah bin 
Muhammad bin " Aq i I , Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi and Ibn Zayd. Malik 
also reported a similar statement from Zayd bin Aslam. Al-Qurazi, Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir all 
said, "This is like Allah's saying, 



(He is the Cleaver of the daybreak.)." (6:96) Allah said, 



(From the evil of what He has created,) This means from the evil of all created things. Thabit 
Al-Bunani and Al-Hasan Al-Basri both said, "Hell, Iblis and his progeny, from among that which 
He (Allah) created." 



(And from the evil of the Ghasiq when Waqab,) Mujahid said, "Ghasiq is the night, and " when it 
Waqab' refers to the setting of the sun." Al-Bukhari mentioned this from him. Ibn Abi Najih also 
reported a similar narration from him (Mujahid). 

The same was said by Ibn 'Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi, Ad-Dahhak, Khusayf, Al- 
Hasan and Qatadah. They said, "Verily, it is the night when it advances with its darkness." Az- 
Zuhri said, 



(And from the evil of the Ghasiq when Waqab,) "This means the sun when it sets." Abu Al- 
Muhazzim reported that Abu Hurayrah said, 



(And from the evil of the Ghasiq when Waqab, ) "This means the star." Ibn Zayd said, "The 
Arabs used to say, x Al-Ghasiq is the declination (of the position) of the heavenly body known as 
Pleiades. The number of those who were ill and stricken with plague would increase whenever 
it would decline, and their number would lessen whenever it rose."' 

Ibn Jarir said, "Others have said that it isthemoon." 

The support for the people who hold this position (that it means the moon) is a narration that 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Al-Harith bin Abi Salamah. He said that * Aishah said, "The 
Messenger of Allah took me by my hand and showed me the moon when it rose, and he said, 

« » 

(Seek refuge with Allah from the evil of this Ghasiq when it becomes dark.)" At-Tirmidhi and 
An-Nasa'i both recorded this Hadith in their Books of Tafsir in their Sunans. Allah said, 



(And from the evil of the blowers in knots,) Mujahid, ' Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ad- 
Dahhak all said, "This means the witches." Mujahid said, "When they perform their spells and 
blow into the knots." 

In another Hadith it has been reported that Jibril came to the Prophet and said, "Are you 
suffering from any ailment, Muhammad" The Prophet replied, 



« » 



(Yes.) So Jibril said, "In the Name of Allah, I recite prayer (Ruqyah) over you, from every illness 
that harms you, from the evil of every envious person and evil eye. May Allah cure you." 



Discussion of the Bewitchment of the Prophet 

the Book of Medicine of his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded that 'A'ishah said, "The Messenger of 
Allah was bewitched until he thought that he had relations with his wives, but he had not had 
relations with them." Sufyan said, "This is the worst form of magic when it reaches this stage." 
So the Prophet said, 



» 



« 

(0 ' A'ishah! Do you know that Allah has answered me concerning that which I asked Him Two 
men came to me and one of them sat by my head while the other sat by my feet. The one who 
was sitting by my head said to the other one, ' What is wrong with this man' The other replied, 
'He is bewitched.' The first one said, ' Who bewitched him' The other replied, * Labid bin 
A' sam. He is a man from the tribe of Banu Zurayq who is an ally of the Jews, and a hypocrite.' 
The first one asked, 'With what (did he bewitch him)' The other replied, ' With a comb and hair 
from the comb.' The first one asked, ' Where (is the comb)' The other answered, In the dried 
bark of a male date palm under a rock in a well called Dharwan.') ' A'ishah said, "So he went to 
the well to remove it (the comb with the hair). Then he said, 



» 



« 



(This is the well that I saw. It was as if its water had henna soaked in it and its palm trees were 
like the heads of devils.) So he removed it (of the well). Then I ('A'ishah) said, 'Will you not 
make this public' He replied, 



» 



« 

(Allah has cured me and I hate to spread (the news of) wickednessto any of the people. 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 



(1. Say: "I seek refuge with the Lord of An-Nas,") (2. "The King of An-Nas,") (3. "The God of An- 
Nas,") (4. "From the evil of the whisperer who withdraws.") (5. "Who whispers in the breasts of 
An-Nas.") (6. "Of Jinn and An-Nas.") These are three attributes from the attributes of the Lord, 
the Mighty and Majestic. They are lordship, sovereignty and divinity. Thus, He is the Lord of 
everything, the King of everything and the God of everything. All things are created by Him, 
owned by Him, and subservient to Him. Therefore, He commands whoever is seeking protection 
to seek refuge with the One Who has these attributes from the evil of the whisperer who 
withdraws. This (the whisperer) isthe devil that is assigned to man. For verily, there is not any 
of the Children of Adam except that he has a companion that beautifies wicked deeds for him. 
This devil will go to any lengths to confuse and confound him. The only person who is safe is He 
Whom Allah protects. 

It is confirmed in the Sahih that he (the Prophet ) said, 

« » 

(There is not a single one of you except that his companion (a devil) has been assigned to him.) 
They (the Companions) said, "What about you, Messenger of Allah" He replied, 



» 



« 



(Yes. However, Allah has helped me against him and he has accepted Islam. Thus, he only 
commands me to do good.) It is also confirmed in the Two Sahihs from Anas, who reported the 
story of Safiyyah when she came to visit the Prophet while he was performing Ttikaf, that he 
went out with her during the night to walk her back to her house. So, two men from the Ansar 
met him (on the way). When they saw the Prophet , they began walking swiftly. So, the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

« » 

(Sow down! This is Safiyyah bint Huyay!) They said, "Glory be to Allah, Messenger of Allah!" 
He said, 



» 



« 

(Verily, Shaytan runs in the San of Adam like the running of the blood. And verily, I feared that 
he might cast something into your hearts -- or he said -- evil.) Sa' id bin Jubayr reported that 
Ibn " Abbas said concerning Allah's statement, 



(The whisperer (Al-Waswas) who withdraws.) "The devil who is squatting (perched) upon the 
heart of the Son of Adam. So when he becomes absentminded and heedless he whispers. Then, 
when he remembers Allah he withdraws." Mujahid and Qatadah also said this. 

Al-lvkf tamir bin Sulayman reported that his father said, "It has been mentioned to me that 
Shaytan is Al-Waswas. He blows into the heart of the Son of Adam when he is sad and when he 
is happy. But when he (man) remembers Allah, Shaytan withdraws." Al-' Awfi reported from Ibn 
' Abbas; 



(The whisperer.) "He is Shaytan. He whispers and then when he is obeyed, he withdraws." As 
for Allah's saying; 



(Who whispers in the breasts of An-Nas.) Is this specific for the Children of Adam as is 
apparent, or is it general, including both mankind and Jinns 

There are two views concerning this. This is because they (the Jinns) are also included in the 
usage of the word An-Nas (the people) in most cases. 

Ibn Jarir said, "The phrase Rijalun min Al-Jinn (Men from the Jinns) has been used in reference 
to them, so it is not strange for the word An-Nasto be applied to them also." Then Allah says, 



(Of Jinn and An-Nas.) Is this explanatory of Allah's statement, 



(Who whispers in the breasts of An-Nas.) Then, Allah explainsthis by saying, 



(Of Jinn and An-Nas.) This is supportive of the second view. It has also been said that Allah's 
saying, 



(Of Jinn and An-Nas) is an explanation of who is it that whispers into the breasts of mankind 
from the devils of mankind and Jinns. This is similar to Allah's saying, 



o(And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies -- Shayatin among mankind and Jinn, 
inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion.) (6:112) Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Ibn ' Abbas said, "A man came to the Prophet and said, * O Messenger of Allah! Sometimes I say 
things to myself that I would rather fall from the sky than say (aloud openly). ' The Prophet 
said, 



» 

« 

(Allah is Most Great! Allah is Most Great! All praise is due to Allah Who sent his (Shaytan's) plot 
back as only a whisper.)" Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i also recorded this Hadith. 

This isthe end of the Tafsir. All praise and thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 

Every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of this publication. If, however, any errors 
are noticed by the reader, we would kindly request notification to be corrected in future 
editions. 



